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MINUTES

O ARY G ROVE CHURCH , ~
B ER RIE N C OUNTY, GA.,

Friday, Sept. 17th, 1909.

The 19th an nua l session of th e Brushy Creek
Union of P ri mi ti ve "Bapt ists conven ed wit h the
a bove na med chu rch.

Th e in troductory sermon was preac hed by
Eld er L. 1\'1. Ball, of the Br ushy Creek union, usin g
for his sub je ct th e se ven teenth verse of first chap­
ter of St . J ohn, "For th e law was g iven by Moses
but Grace and Truth cam e by Jesus Christ," the
services being concl uded lily Eld er James Gibbs,
with a few we ll chos en remarks.

After twenty minutes intermission the mes­
sengers and visito rs re-assembled in th e house and
elected Elder W. H. Hard en moderator pro-tern.
Prayer by Elder J . F . Taylor, of t he Towaliga
association .

Called for correspondence and r ece ived letters
and messengers names enro lled from the churches
as f ollows: Brushy Creek ,Sturgeon Creek , Turner's
M. H ., Henderson' s Chapel, Mt .Olive, Willacoochee,
Warrior , Oak y Gr ove, Hic kory Springs and Emaus.

Elect ion of Moderator and Clerk r esulted in
Eld er L . M. Ball being elec ted Mode rato r and G.
W. Fl etcher re-elected Clerk. Invited brothers
and sisters not already correspondents t o seats
wit h us.

The Moderator appointed the f ollow ing Dea­
cons present Dani el Tucker, Allen Gibbs and M.
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L. McMillan to act in conjunction with the local
committee on preaching services . Motion carried
to omit writing- corresponding letters.

Ne xt union meeting ordered held with the
church at Hickory Springs. Tift county, at usual
time. Moti on to adjourn until 9 o'clock tomo rrow
morning. Prayer by Elder W . H . Harden.

Sat u r day , September 18 t h.

The Union met as per adjournment on yester­
day . As an introductory, th e Moderator read 23rd
Psalm and sung hymn No. 188. Prayer by Eld er
G. W. Phillips.

Renewed call for correspondents, r eceived and
re ad letters and messengers nam es enrolled from
the church at N:t. Union.

Motion carried to 'appoint as a finance commit­
tee, Deacons Allen Gibb s, M. L . McMillan and J.
W. Griner .

Called for correspondent and rec eived Elder
J. F. Taylor of th e Towaliga Association .

On motion, the appointing of correspondents
was suspended for the present session.

Called for contributions and rec eived
F or Minute Fund .. , , $21.66
For Ministerial Funds . . : " "," . , , .. , , . . 18.85

On motion. ordered five hundred minutes
printed for distribution, the clerk to retain balance
of funds, if any left, for his services.

On motion, Eld er James Gibbs and the Clerk of
the Union were appointed to revise and re-arrange
the order of business.



L. M. BALL,

Moderator.
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There being no further business before the
body, on.motion, minutes were read and adopted,
and the Union adjourned to time and place fixed
above .
G. W. FLETCHER,

Clerk'.

Saturday's preaching, Elder J. F. Taylor.
Towaliga Association; Elders W. H . Harden and
A. L . Bishop, Brushy Creek Union.

Sunday's, Elders J . F . Taylor, L. M. Ball and
James Gibbs .

Constitution, Doctrine and Arfncles of faith

A rticles o f Constitution.

The following preamble. r esolution and articles of Constitution
were adopted by the Br us h y Creek Union of Primitive Baptists a t
its organization in 1891:

Whereas, The se ve r a l church es of the Primitive Baptist fai th
and or de r , to-wit: Brushy Creek, Turner Me eting House, Little
River, Sturgeon Creek and H opewell, of Irwin county, Geor g ia , and
Emaus and Oaky Grove, of Berrien county, Georgia, being now, as
they have b een f or a number of years, e n t ir e ly disconnected with
as so ciational organizations ; and,

Whereas, Certain Primitive Baptists in other localities, whose
orthodoxy in doctrin e, faith and practice, as far as sa id churches
have been able t o divine, is sa t is f actor y , and whose churches occupy
full s t a nd ing as sociat.ionallv, having recently, in a moa t friendly and
Christian-like manner, s ho w n their confidence as believers in mem­
bership of sa id ch urch es , man if est. in g on dive rs occasions their love
and f ellowship for sa m e without restraint; a nd ,

Whereas, Such treatment, com ing from the hands of associa­
tional brethren-especially since many of these organizations have
seen proper to draw the line of demarkation so . sharplv-vhaving
aroused in the minds of the membership of sa id churches the tender­
es t fe elings of Christian lov e and fellowship in return, and in order '
to be prepared t o do e ven justice t o any and all bodies of P r im it ive
Baptists orthodox in doctrine, faith and practice, connected or di s­
con nec t ed with associational organizations, who will suffer them to

\ -!
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do so, it has become the desire of said churches to inaugurate a p lan
by which they may, as a body, solicit correspondence, receive and
welcome such brethren to their assemblies for worship, and through
which they may the better exchange the many Christian courtesies
due from one to another, so often the source of immeasurable com­

.f or t and consolation t o be lievers in Ch rist; therefore, be it
Resolved , by the chosen messengers a nd members present of t he

several churches named in the foregoing preamble, this dav assem­
bled with Brushy Creek church. I r w in county, Georgia, That t he
same be organized, and that the same will hereafter be known as the
Brushy Creek Union of Primitive Baptists, and that the said organi­
zation is hereby based only and so lely upon the following articles of
the Constitution, to -wit:

ARTICLE I. The Brushy Creek Union of Primitive Baptists as
above organized, sha ll hold annual session with one or the other of
the churches of the Union a general annua l Union meeting, the
present meeting constituting the first meeting under the constitu­
tion.

A 'tT. II. ·Sa id meeting shall be composed of the regular chosen
messengers of the several churches composing the Union, together
with the members of t he same in good standing w ho may be in at­
t mdance,

ART . III. Each meeting shall be organized by the election of a
moderator, whose duty it shan be t o preside over the body during it s
deliberations, explain and put forth questions, welcome and receive
vi sitors,and perform such other duties as his high office may require;
and also a cle rk, whose duty it shall be to keep and record in a suit­
able book for t ha t purpose, a correct minute of a ll business trans­
acted therein, prepare and have the same published in pamphlet
form, and superintend the distribution of the same among the several
churches of the Union, and do such other things as the nature of his '
office r equires and may be necessary. I

ART. IV. No business shall ever be transacted or ever be enter­
tained by the body in such meetings that eit her directly or indirectly
interferes with the i nt e r na l r ights of each ch urch to self-gover n­
ment lea v ing that power to be exclusively and absolutely e x er c ised
by those bodies a lone, according to precept and example la id down in
that u nerr ing funda mental constitution of the Church of Chris t, the
H oly Bible.

Declaration of Doctrine Adopted in 1892.

The Declaration of Doctrine as understood, taught and believed
by this Union, was in t r odu ced by Elder W. H. Harden, Elder James
Gibbs. presiding, which, after some dlscussion, was unanimously
adopted and offered to be spread on the minutes of the Union, to-wit:

W he rea s, Many have made in 'quiry concer-n ing the doctrine as
h el d forth by t h e B r us hy Creek U nion of Primitive Baptists, some
having charged us with fatalism, and still ot her s with Arminianism,
etc. •

Therefore, In order that a better understanding may be had of
what we believe on these poi nts, we set 'f or t h the following state-
ment in connection therewith : ..
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First---That the pred estination of God brings in his children a
conformity to the imag e of Hi s.son, and results in their eter na l hap­
piness a nd the ho nor a nd g lor vof Hi s eterna l name. That sin is the
transgression of the la w , and is brought forth by the unrestrained
violation s of m en and devils, a nd they are bo th accountable and r ep­
rehen sible be in gs to God for their di sobedience, a nd thus work ou t
t heir own destructio n .

Second---We believe that e ter ria llif'e is the gift of God, a nd that
salvation is by grace, an d g r a ce a lon e, through f ait h , and that we
ou ght not to affiliate wi th any of the instituti ons or or ganization s of
m en, gotten u p or in a n y way used t o do or h elp to do the work of
Christ. All such r eli gious instituti on s manifest a zeal without
k nowledge , and are ther ef ore derogatory to the honor a nd glory of
God and dangerou s to the pea ce, happiness and solid unity of t h e
ch u r ch . Ye are all onein Christ.

Articles o f ou r Faith.

1. We beli eve in one only true a nd living God , and that there
are three p ersons in the Godhead---the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Deut. 6:4; II Sam. 7:22; S t , J ohn 1-1.

2. W e beli eve that t he sc ripture of the Old and N ew Testament
is the word of God, and t h e on ly rule of fai th and practice. II Tim.
2:16-17; Rev. 11-10.

3. W e believe in the d oc t rine of the eternal and p articular e lec ­
tion. R om. 9:11-16; Eph. 1:4:5:9·11; I T hes. 1:13.

4. W e believe in the doctrine of or iginal s in . R om . 5-12-19; P s .
5-5; Jer. 16-12.

5. We beli eve in man's im poten cy to recover himself from the
fallen s tate h e is in by nature, by hi s own free will and ability. St.
John 6:34, Rom. 7:24; Eph.2-1.

6. W e believe that sinners are justified in the si ght o f God only
by the imputed ri ghteousness of J esus Christ. R om. 4:5-2 : Phil. 3:3.

7. W e believ e that God 's elect shall be ca lle d, r eg enerated a nd
sa n ctified by t h e H oly Sp ir it . Rom. 8:30; Phil. 3:14; E ph. 1:8.

8. W e believe that the sa in t s s ha ll persev ere in g r ace and n ever
fall fin ally away. St. John 10:28-29; II T im, 1:12.

9. We believe that Ba p t ism, the Lord 's Supper and washing the
s ain t ' s feet are ordinances ot J e su s Christ, and true believers are the
on ly subjects of these ordinance s . We a ls o believe that the true
mode of baptism is by immersion. Matt. 28:19-20; A cts 2:38-42; I Cor.
5:10-11-16.

10. W e beli eve in the resurrec tion of the dead a nd a gener a l
j udgm en t. Job 14:13-15; I Cor . 15:13-17.

11. We beli ev e that the punishment of the wi cked will be ever­
lasting, and that the jo ys of the r ighteous will be eternal. Matt.
25:31-46; R om . 2:5.

12. We believe tha t n o minist er has a ri ght to a dminister the
above named ordinances on ly su ch a s are r egularly called and come
under the impo sition of'hands by a presbytery. I Tim. 4:14; II Cor.
8:19-20; Acts 6:6.



Standing Order of Business.

1. Read letters. Elect Moderator and Clerk.

2. Invite brethern and visitors to seats.

3. Call for petitionary let ters.

4. Appoint committee on preaching.

5. Appoint one to write corresponding letter.

6. Appoint time and place for next session .

7. Call for corresponding letter .

8. Call for contributions.

9. Fix number of minutes and clerk's fee.

10. Miscellaneous.

11. Read minutes. Adjourn.



STATISTICAL TABLE.

C HU RC H ES PASTURS N A.. l\1E S OF :ME SSE NGE R S ....o
0;

Brushy Cree k
Sturgeon Creek
'I'uruers M H
He nder s'ns Ohape l
M 01111t O liv e
Will a coochee
Warrior
Oaky Gro ve
Hick ory Spri ngs
E UHI IIS
1\1t. Un io n

F.\1 Snnth
W H Harden
11' itt Smith
W H Harden, J A Sutton
James Gib bs
J A Su t.ton
.Ia rnes Hillhs
J ames C; ihb.~ , A.. L Bi sh op
James Gibhs
Jalll es Gihbs
W H Harden

Aruhie M eMfllau , Darnel rucker
W H H arden
Tbos Mc.\liliall , D G Hoff
J A S ut t on
OR Willis
L M ~ al l, G W Phil lips
J .1 Vi c l, ers
J esse M c ~lillan.•J W Gr ine r
Allen Gib bs , G W Fletcher
.J J i\'fc.\lil1an
D Vi ck e rs, S r ., Yo u ng V icke rs

{\ 5 4
7 1

10 2 2
2 3

14 1
2
2 1
1 1
6 I
3

1
2

120 <I
70 2
59 2
27 3
16 4
8 '~ J
13 2
41 4
61 3
48 1
19 3

3 00
2 00
1 50
1 50
1 00
1 50

51:1
2 00
4 06
200
1 60
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