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IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE IS
1/70
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST
(Psa. '104:20; Rev. 20:10)

In a dream, beasts of the forest
Were rushing toward me,

And there was no way of escape,
As far as I could see.

Seeing myself in great danger,
I now began to pray,

And when I resorted to prayer,
The whole herd ran away.

Now these beasts may be emblems of
Enemies in this land —

The wicked men, and the devil
Present on every hand.

According to scripture, Satan,
As a roaring lion,

Is seeking whom he may devour,
This chief foe of Zion.

He had nothing in the Saviour
That he could work upon,

But a plenty in our nature,
By experience shown.

We read that the devil was cast
Into the lake of fire,

Where the beast (in Revelation),
And the false prophet are.

They’ll be tormented forever
For their iniquity,

These foes of the Lord of glory,
Who fills immensity.

In the grave and in yon heaven,
They’ll never the saints molest;
“There the wicked cease from troubling,
And the weary be at rest.”

C. W. Vass
409 New York Avenue
Elizabeth City, N. C. 27909

CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE
SALISBURY ASSOCIATION
(Written by Elder W. D. Griffin)

Since it is a custom of long standing,
based, as we believe, on scriptural au-
thority, to write a Circular Letter to
the brotherhood, it is with much fear
and trembling that I come before you.

Paul in each one of his letters greet-
ed the brethren in the most tender sal-
utation, calling them saints and beloved
of God; and pointing out to them that
their peace and grace and love came
alone from Jesus Christ. And each time
he ended each letter by commending
them to the grace of God. Too, when
he sent forth his tender farewell to the
church at Ephesus, he was glad at the
pleasant prospect of commending them
to God. And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of His
grace which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among
all them that are sanctified. (Acts
20:32)

Our welfare today is as theirs in
their day. We are dependent on the
Word of His grace, as they were. Our
being together as a body; our delibera-
tions as an association, can be ended
with a day, or at an hour. As none of
us are indispensable to the extension
of the borders of Zion; as the time of
our departure draws ever cloger; as ties
are severed by the ravages of time, it
is obligatory upon me, as a servant of
Jesus Christ, to write to you at this
time about the sure mercies of God, to
stir up your pure minds concerning His
everlasting promises to you as his
humble followers.

I do not feel any hesitancy in com-
mending you to God; to tell you of His
loving kindness in dealing with his
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church and people; to tell you that the
Word of His Grace belongs to you, to
gettle you, to ground you, to plant and
establish you in this rich and fertile
kingdom. This word made manifest in
your gathering will not scatter nor di-
vide; it will not cause licentiougness;
it will not give rise to false doctrine
nor principles contrary to what you
have learned at the feet of Jesus. It is
given of God, and is for the building
up of the church of God. This final
message of the long time pastor of this
church is applicable to our day and our
case as a people. ‘

For many of us this will be our last
association among the saints here. As
we have been through trials and afflic-
tions on every hand, and have had suffi-
cient grace for deliverance each time,
we, as the writer, and the association
as a body, and each of our visitors, feel
to commend one another to the care of
the Covenant Keeping God, realizing
that our times are in His hand; that
our hopes being revived; our churches
being built up; our having a lot and
parcel among those that are set aside
or sanctified, is dependent on this God
and the Word of this Grace.

Do not be misled, dearly beloved, into
thinking that this commendation will
preserve you from the bonds and afflic-
tions of this life, but be assured that
this grace, and the Word of it, will
preserve you in them all.

Elder Arthur Warren, Moderator
Maude T. Laws, Hon. Clerk
William S. Adkins, Clerk

William A. Davis, Sr., Asst. Clerk

PREDESTINATION AND
OBEDIENCE

“Arise and go into Damascus ond
there it shall be told thee of all things
which are appointed for thee to do.”

(Acts 22:10)

In these words of God spoken to Paul,
and their fulfillment in Damascus, we
have Predestination, command and
obedience all blended in beautiful har-

mony. God had appointed what Paul
was to do. Ananias- was to tell Paul
about it, and he was to do it. God ap-
pointed the obedience, Ananias filled
his place in the purpose in delivering
the exhortation, and Paul obeyed in do-
ing the things that were appointed for
him to do.

To the Ephesians Paul said, “For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works which God hath
before ordained that we should walk
in them.” (HEph. 2:10) Now notice how
Predestination, exhortation and obedi-
ence harmonize in the church at Ephe-
sus; Paul preached and wrote to them
exhorting them unto love and good
works. They were walking in good
works and God ordained that they
should do it. :

I presume that no one will deny that
God has a wise and gracious purpose
in the obedience of His people; if not
then there is but one question on this
point, and that is this, is man able to
defeat that purpose? I answer, No.
Then if God does have any purpose in
the obedience of His people then there
will be all the obedience necessary to
accomplish it, and God will bring about
and use everything necessary to cause
that obedience. Is God the cause of
obedience? If so, will He not cause all
the obedience He desires? If not, why?
And if we desire more obedience than
God desires, which desire is best, ours
or God’s?

When Paul, to the Philippians said,
“Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling,” he also said, “For
it is God that worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure.”

With these facts before us, we have
every reason and encouragement to “re-
prove, rebuke and exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine.” And when we
see men walking in good works we
know according to God’s word that He
has before ordained that they should
walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)

Now a few words about the way the
Lord has chosen to lead His people to
walk in good works. He hag given to
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us His word of truth, full of the won-
derful story of His wisdom, purpose,
love, power, goodness and mercy, and
of His wonderful works towards the
children of men.

In this word we also find His law of
commands with the instructions and
exhortations of His Apostles. God must
have had a purpose in giving us all
these things, and that purpose must
be accomplished in them. By the mouth
of His Prophet the Lord said, “As the
rain cometh down and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither but
watereth the earth and maketh it bring
forth that it may give seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall My
word be that goeth forth out of My
mouth; it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.” (Isa. 55:10-11)

This being true, God does have a pur-
pose in His word, and that purpose
shall be accomplished. Then God calls
and sends his servants to preach his
word and to proclaim his law and to
exhort his people unto love and good
works, and it must be that He has a
purpose in all these things.

By and through these things God
teaches, encourages, leads and causes
his children to walk in these good works
which He has before ordained that they
should walk in them, so God has not
only ordained or purposed obedience
but He has also purposed everything
by which it pleases him to cause that
obedience and thus to save his children
from idolatry, from disobedience and
from every false way.

Paul said, “It pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.” (I Cor. 1:21) According
to this text it is God who does the sav-
ing or delivering of believers from the
things from which they need to be de-
livered, and He thus saves as sovereign-
ly and effectually as He saves the un-
believer from the power of sin and
death. So of him Paul says, “Who hath
delivered us from so great a death and
doth deliver, in whom we trust that He

will yet deliver us.” (2 Cor. 1:10) In
this text Paul represents God as doing
all the delivering or saving, both past,
present and future.

It seems to be hard for some to see
the harmony between Predestination
and obedience, but since the Bible teach-
es both, they must harmonize or else
the Bible is wrong. The difficulty lies
in the fact that they fail to consider
Predestinalion as a whole.

Predestination is a complete body of
facts all joined together so as to form
a perfect system. The human body is a
complete system, all the parts working
in harmony, but if you cut it asunder
you spoil it.

Sc if we undertake to limit Predesti-
nation, to take some things out of it,
and leave some things in, we would
spoil it, break the chain of its harmony
and make it a mess of confusion.

It is impossible for any man to see
any harmony or consistency in this sub-
ject without considering that God has
Predestinated all things or nothing. We
can not divide the governments of this
world between God and satan.

What presumption in man to under-
take to stake off God’s dominion and to
set his bounds and then turn the rest
over to the destiny of blind fate, to the
opposing power and government of men
and devils.

Those who believe the Seripture must
believe that there is an appointed time
to man upon the earth. (Job 7:1) That,
“there is a time to be born and a time
to die.” (Ece. 3:2) “It is appointed un-
to men once to die.” (Heb. 9:27) If
God, then, has an appointed time for a
man to die, He must have appointed
all the means mnecessary to keep him
alive until that time ond everything
necessary to take him away of that
time. If a man is shot down helpless
on the battlefield, we say that he would
have died there if he had not been cared
for, and so he would, but God in his
Providence had purposed and provided
that he should be cared for so as to
recover and live all the days of his ap-
pointed time. If a man falls sick of
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some malignant and fatal disease, we
say he would die without the physi-
cian’s skill and medicine, and that may
be, but God has purpose and provided
the doctor with all his skill and medi-
cine and ordered every circumstances
which led to the presence and ministra-
tion of the physician and guided every
nurse’s hand which adminigstered to that
sick man, and so he recovers and lives
until God’s appointed time for him to
die.

To understand Predestination, we
must consider it as a whole. I can not
see how any one event can be fixed or
determined so that it will certainly
come to pass, and at the same time all
the circumstances and influences neces-
sary to bring it about be left to the con-
tingency of chance.

All must be determined or else noth-
ing is determined; all must be certain
or else nothing can be certain.

W. 1. Carnell

(The above article was published in the
March, 1926, issue of the Lome Pilgrim., We
re-publish it by request.)

LOVES THE SIGNS
St. Charles, Ky. 42453
Dear Elder Wood:

I am sorry I am late in my remit-
tance, for I love the old paper, and now
it is about all the preaching I get. Elder
Biggs from Nashville is our pastor and
we all love him as a man and for his
sound preaching, but we are now so few
in number. Yet the Lord has said that
where two or three are gathered to-
gether in his name, he would be in the
midst of them. It seems that many peo-
ple cannot endure sound doctrine, and
the older members are passing away.
Yet we know it is all in the hands of the
Lord, even if the churches should go
down. We know that there is no power
in heaven or earth which is not from
above.

I lost my husband August 26, 1968.
I have sold my home and am very brok-

en up, but that is the way of all the
earth. There are many things taking
place that we wonder about. When a
nation gets rich and prosperous they
forget God. There is much so-called re-
ligion today. God made the world and
all things therein, but he dwells not
in temples made with hands, neither is
worshipped with men’s hands, but those
that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth.

I am sending you a check for pay-
ment on the Signs. Do what you want
with the rest.

In love and fellowship,
Mrs. W. B. McGregor

WATCH OVER ONE ANOTHER
FOR GOOD

208 F'rederick St.
Bastrop, La. 71220
Dear Editors:

May the Lord continue to bless you
editors in your labors and may we be
drawn together in bonds of love. May
we be given to ‘“‘earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints.” (Jude 3) May we be blessed
to stand firmly in the truth in the
spirit of love.

May the Lord keep us from seeking
to please men. Notice that Paul was
given the grace to withstand Peter to
his face. (see Gal. 2:11) May we be
given a single eye to the glory of God.

It is true the arminians may cause
us some misery, but not nearly as much
as our brethren fighting with one an-
other would. The root of the matter is
Satan who puts the root of bitterness
within the people of God. Yet Satan
cannot separate us from the love of
God. Notice the sweet assurance in Ro-
mans 8:38-39: “For I am persuaded
that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”
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Paul was given the knowledge to see
the troubles that would come upon the
people of God. Notice these words of
exhortation to the Galatians: “If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in
the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of
vain glory, provoking one another, en-
vying one another.” (Gal. 5:25-26) It
is an evil spirit that causes one to be
envious of others.

May the Lord bless us to watch over
one another for good and not for evil.
If we watch over one another for evil,
we will find the faults, because that is
easy. We have all sinned and come
short of the glory of God. How wonder-
ful it is when Brethren dwell together
in unity. (see Psalms 133:1)

The love of God is what causes us
to overlook the faults of our brethren.
“Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love
covereth all sins.” (Proverbs 10:12)

Yours in a sweet hope,
W. W. Hudson, Jr.

INFORMATION WANTED
Amarilla, Tex. 79109

The Signs of the Times,
Danville, Va.

Kind Sirs:

I am trying to get some information
about the Primitive Baptist Church in
Obion, Weakley County, Tenn., the
“Cain Creek Primitive Baptist Church.”
It is not far from Martin and Union
City, Tenn,

I would appreciate the name and ad-
dress of the pastor or the church clerk.
It is an old church, over 100 years. My
ancestors were all members and are
buried in the church cemetery. I would
like this information as I plan to visit
there, God willing, this coming summer.
The members of the family are few in
numbers now, but they want to visit
the old church and homestead.

I am seventy-six years of age and the
last of the family that belongs to the
Primitive Baptists. I have known of

and read the Signs of the Times all of
my life, and love it.

I will appreciate any information you
can give me. Thank you, and God bless
you.

Miss Johnnie Lee Ponder
2117 Tyler Street, Apt. 1
Amarillo, Texas 79109

(Since we do not have this information, will
someone acquainted with this church, please
furnish the desired information — Ed.)

A GLORIOUS ONENESS

“There is one body. and one spirit,
even as you are called in one hope of
your calling: One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all,
through all and in you all.”

(Ephesians 4:4-6)

In the above scripture the Apostle
Paul sets forth the glorious truth of the
oneness and unity that is taught in the
Holy Scripture. There is one God and
Father of all the elect family that has
lived, and will yet live, in this world.
He is their All in All, and the fulfill-
ment of all their hope, faith and desire
since they have been made to behold
His glory by the Spirit of Life, which
has been placed within their very being.

The One Body is the whole household
of faith from righteous Abel to the last
heir of promise that will be born into
this time world. The body is one, but
there are many members; and God has
placed each member in the body, and it
fulfills that which is pleasing unto Him;
and to the edifying of the body in
Christ. As a natural body has many
members, and each is needful to the
wellbeing of the whole body, so is each
of the members needful to the well-
being of this whole body. The members
are placed in the body so, “that there
should be no schism in the body: but
that the members should have the same
care one for another.” As a man would
not choose his right hand over his left
hand, or his arm over his leg, but has
the same desire for the one member as
the other, even so God has the same love
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for all members of the one body. Each
member is just as secure as any other,
and each is just as necessary to have
a complete body; and God will have no
less.

Ag the members of the natural body
are dependent upon the functions of
the other members of the body, it is also
true with this body. And Paul goes on
to say, “And whether one member suf-
fers all the members suffer with it;
or one member be henored all the mem-
bers rejoice with it.” This is something
that all God’s children believe and
have seen and experienced many times.
They weep with a brother when he
weeps and rejoice with him when he
rejoices.

There is One Hope, and it is common
among all the children of God that He
is their Father. They do not feel to be
worthy of being his children, but they
cannot help but hope that by his grace
and mercy they have been placed among
those to whom all the precious promises
are made, and that they are of those
for whom Christ came into the world
to save. They can surely see that they
are sinners, and the scriptures say that
He came to save sinners. They have
been made to believe that there is one
God, and that He has a people in every
nation, kindred, tongue and people;
that there was one sacrifice for the re-
demption of that people unto himself.
Therefore they think of that people as
a unit that cannot be divided from that
unity of redemption. This seems to be
what Paul was saying when he says,
“There is one body.” Their hope is
that each member is just as secure as
every other member: because, since
God would only accept a sacrifice that
was without spot or blemish, surely
that which is redeemed by that perfect
sacrifice will be perfect, whole and com-
plete in every sense of the word.

There is One Spirit, and that spirit
is the life of the one body. This spirit
of life is that which is sent down from
heaven and gives life to each and every
member of the body. It causes each
member to function and perform that

which is needful for the good of the
whole body. As Paul says, “From whom
the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effec-
tual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body unto
the edifying of itself in love.” Every
member is therefore needful, and the
Spirit of Life enables them to fulfill
that need according to the measure of
the gift of Christ. Their sufficiency is
of Him; and regardless of how wretch-
ed and undone they feel to be, this
spirit that has been placed within their
very being, will cause them to stand
and fill their place.

Jesus told Nicodemus, “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” This then is the way that the
members receive the Spirit, and are
made partakers of the inheritance and
blessings of the body. This manner in-
dicates the sovereign and holy work of
God in bestowing this grace upon the
heirs of promise. Even natural birth is
above the power of man, and this birth
is of an infinitely higher order than
that. It is this birth of the Spirit which
imparts the spiritual life to his elect
and makes them members of the One
Body.

Jesus Christ is the One Lord who is
head over all things to the church,
which is his body. He is the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the ending.
He is the one who stood as a lamb slain
from the foundation of the world, and
was offered without spot and without
blemish for the redemption of the
Church, which is his body. He is the
only Potentate, the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. He is the one who of
God is made unto the body, wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and re-
demption. He was made all things that
were needful unto this body of the elect
family of God. He is the foundation
that was laid, and upon which all the
building stands. Isaiah says, “Therefore
thus saith the Lord, behold I lay in
Zion for a foundation, as stone, a tried
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stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation : that he that believeth shall
not make haste.” With this foundation,
a sure foundation, and the power and
wisdom that insures its eternal exist-
ence, the children have a blessed refuge
and a strong consolation when they lay
hold upon the hope that is set before
them. This hope that is the anchor of
the soul, is anchored in Jesus Christ
the one Lord, who is the Shepherd and
Bishop of their soul.

There is One Faith, which is the gift
of God. This is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen. Thig is given unto men whereby
they behold the glory of the heavenly
kingdom while in this time world. They
cannot behold the fullness of the glory
while in the flesh, but they see as
through a glass darkly by this eye of
faith, and behold and experience things
which the world knows nothing. Though
at times it may seem weak, it continues
to lead them, and will last through all
their earthly pilgrimage. At other times
they feel bold enough to say with David,
“But I will hope continually and will yet
praise thee more and more.” Or with
Job, “Though He slay me, yet will I
trust in him.”

It is the same faith that moved Noah,
that moves God’s people today. This is
the sense in which there is one faith.
It is faith in the same power, and it is
sent from the same source. These com-
mon experiences, and common faith in
the same giver of the gift, cause God’s
children to have an abiding love and fel-
lowship for one another.

There is One Baptism, and that is the
baptism of the Holy Ghost; and this is
referred to at times as being born of
the Spirit. It is One since it is to all
the members of the body. It occurs in
time to the different members when the
Spirit is made manifest unto them; but
the body stands as a unit in the mind
and purpose of God, and was complete
in his eyes before the foundation of the
world.

There is One God and Father of All,
who is above all, and through all, and

in you all. Job said, speaking of God,
“But He is of one mind and who can
turn him? and what his soul desireth,
even that he doeth.” This is a grand
and glorious truth to those who have
been given a reason to hope in His
promises. This ig the reason that all the
other things are spoken of as being
One. They are things that were de-
termined by the One God who is of one
mind, and changes not. Before the be-
ginning of time the counsel was held,
and all these things were determined as
surely as though they had already hap-
pened. The One Lord was determined
as the One Sacrifice for the One Body,
(which included all the members),
which is given the One Faith by the
indwelling of the One Spirit, and bap-
tized with the One Baptism. Since God
is of one mind, and what his soul de-
sireth even that He doeth, what can
ever change or alter any of these de-
crees in any fashion, seeing that in
Him is All Power. Paul said, “For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This is the heritage of all the re-
deemed family of God, and it is sure
and certain to all those that were
chosen in Christ Jesus, the Lord be-
fore the foundation of the world. There
is nothing that can separate them from
this love, and the loving kindness that
has drawn them to Him. Moses said
when telling the Children of Israel of
their blessings, “The eternal God is thy
refuge, and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms.” These everlasting arms
are underneath upholding all His elect
in all ages, and is sweet comfort to
them when they see that but for His
mercy, they would be lost world with-
out end. These characteristics of God:
eternal, everlasting Father, omnipotent,
omnipresent and omniscience, are the
towers and bulwarks that God’s people
observe and trust in as they walk about
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Zion, beholding the beauties and glories
of His kingdom.

The promises of God unto his chil-
dren are so grand and glorious to the
heirs of promise, that they are fearful
to claim to have a hope in them. They
see themselves as they are in nature,
and, being made to see what they must
be by grace, causes them to go mourn-
ing and bemoaning their wretched and
undone condition most of the time. They
g0 weeping and begging God, in spite
of their sinful condition, to have mercy
on them, and to show them more evi-
dence that they are His. David spoke
of this condition of God’s people when
he said, “They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and
weepeth bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.”

Surely the precious seed is that spirit
that has been planted in their breast,
and the sheaves represent the harvest
that they shall reap, which is the sal-
vation of their soul. They go weeping
now, but in hope; and they shall as-
suredly receive the fruits of the har-
vest, which is life everlasting. The
planting, cultivating, and harvesting is
all the work of God in their lives. It is
to His glory and to their good, because,
“It is the Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.”

God will bless each and every heir of
grace with the hope of his calling some-
time during his earthly pilgrimage.
May it be His good pleasure for them
to walk together in peace, love and fel-
lowship one for the other. As Paul says,
“Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and in the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ.” When this is done, He will

send his angels to gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other. He will then receive them
unto himself and present them unto
God as his bride; and they will dwell in
perfect bliss eternally as one.

In bonds of love,
Richard H. Campbell
2761 Cochee Cove
Memphis, Tenn. 38118

CONTENTNEA UNION
The next session of the Contentnea Union
is to be held, the Lord willing, with Otter’s
Creek Church, Edgecombe County, N. C., the
fifth Sunday and Saturday before in March,
1970.

The church is located on 258 highway be-
tween Tarboro and Farmville, N. C. (on old
part of 258). All lovers of the truth are in-
vited to meet with us.

W. W. Stallings, Jr., Clerk
Rt. 3
Tarboro, N. C.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INDIGENT FUND
(To November 1, 1969)

Elder Louis Stewart, Miss.......ccococeniiicenancns $1.00
Roger B. White, TeX....coocriiieriirececcecenaee 1.00
Eva Hollar, N. G 3.00
Mrs. A. D. Hodges, Va.. ... 4.00
Gladys Robinson, N. C..o 1.00
Lillie Sawyer, Ala....ciianaas 1.00
J. Fred Clark, Ala. e 3.00
C. B. Carter, Ala......... s 3.00
George Pollard, Ala... 1.00
¥r. and Mrs. Hobart Stallard, Kan........... 3.00

Mr. U. G. Williams, Tenn..................
Ethel Johnson, Md.......ons
Mrs. Bessie Head, Ark
Mrs. W. B, McGregor, Ky
Claude Thomas, Ohio......ccoooieiceece

Mrs. Pearl McIntyre, Can..............

Elder Louis Stewart, Miss
Mrs. Charles B. Morris, Calif
Mrs. Audrey E. Dyer, Va............

TLeroy Reed, Idaho....ciiiinneens
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EDITORIAL
BEGINNING OF 138TH VOLUME

For a number of years we have greet-
ed our brethren and friends at the be-
ginning of the New Year, and a new
volume of the Signs of the Times, the
138th. In being blessed to do so again
we are mindful of the grace which has
sustained us in the love of the gospel,
and mindful of God’s mercies which
have preserved his people from the be-
ginning until now.

We feel that we can say that we
know He has been merciful, for with-
out his mercies none of us would re-
joice in the doctrine of God our Sav-
iour; nor would we know the great dif-
ference wrought in those who have been
brought out of darkness into his mar-

velous light.

Elder Spangler said while preaching
a few years ago, “My friends, if you
believe this doctrine, thank God that
you do.” Surely, if we believe the truth
it is a gracious gift of God. Everyone
who has been taught of the Lord knows
that it was the Lord who quickened him
while he was dead in trespasses and
sing, and was walking according to the
course of this world, and had the same
spirit that now works in the children
of disobedience; that he was by nature
a child of wrath even as others. But
the Apostle assures us, and our experi-
ence assures us, that, “God, who is rich
in mercy, for his great love wherewith
he loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, (by grace are ye saved;) and
hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come
he might shew the exceeding riches of
his grace in his kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus.” (2nd chapter of
Ephesians)

Then there is also that wonderful
sealing with the holy Spirit of promise,
which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of His glory.
Does this not mean that we experience
a bit of heaven while here below? —
enough to contrast earthly joys with
heavenly joys, so that we press toward
the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.

No wonder we thank God for his
merciful dealings with us, as we are
given to realize what we really deserve
at his hands.

The purpose of the Signs of the
Times is to earnestly contend for the
things God has delivered unto us. This
God has enabled the writers in the
Signs to do for 137 years. His name
has been praised and lifted up above
every name for his mercy toward his
people. Multitudes have testified of the
comfort and edification they have re-
ceived in the application of the truth in
the confirming of their own experiences,
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when they read of the Lord’s dealings
with their brethren scattered through
the land.

We look to the Lord to continue to
sustain the editors and writers in the
yvear to come, — surely He sustained
the Signs in the years past as one of
the all things that work together for
good to them that love the Lord and
who are called according to his pur-
pose. We pray that He will continue to
impress and enable the editors to write,
and also the brethren, that the paper
may continue sound in the faith, and
a means of communication among the
Lord’s people. Many of our correspond-
ents call the Signs “our family paper,”
and they are glad to have it come into
their homes regularly, for they expect
it to continue to be “clean” in its con-
tents of doctrine and experiences.

The writer is conscious of his many
short-comings as an editor. There are
many things in which he realizes he
does not measure up: sometimes he can-
not write and seems to be dead to
spiritual things. He cannot possibly
answer some of the correspondence
from the brethren and friends, and he
cannot possibly edit and type for the
printer some excellent articles, because
of their length or lack of clarity of ex-
pressions. But our brethren have been
charitable; and, the Lord willing, we
will continue to do the best we can.

So brethren continue to write, for
your writings and the continued sup-
port of our subscribers and donators to
the Indigent Fund, will, the Lord will-
ing, help keep the Signs of the Times
coming into your homes regularly.

May the dear Lord be with each one
of you in the years to come, and keep
you in the faith unto the end.

J. D. W.

EDITORIAL
PEACE ON EARTH

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”
(Luke 2:14)

Luke gives the words used by a mul-
titude of the heavenly host in making
a supernatural announcement of a su-
pernatural birth. There are only four-
teen of these words. Some of the ten
thousand times ten thousand and thou-
sands of thousands of Angels said these
words to the lowly shepherds almost
two thousand years ago. What an im-
pact they have had upon the earth!
Millions and millions have quoted them
since then. Volumes have been written
about them, yet the meaning of these
few simple words has not been fully
and completely understood. They very
beautifully express the simple princi-
ples of the new creation, the new cov-
enant, and the new religion.

The first note of this very brief but
sublime hymn is, “Glory fo God in the
highest.” Christ’s obedience to His Fa-
ther’s laws; His consecration to His
Tather’s will; His prayers, teachings,
and death: — Yea, His entire life
focuses the spotlight upon God, the Fa-
ther. He did it when He declared that
none was good save the Father. He did
it in the statement that none could come
to Him except the Father draw him.
When He declared that He could do
nothing of Himself, He glorified the
Father. He did it when He made for
Himself no reputation in order to rev-
erence His Father. Yes, Jesus Christ
fulfilled the announcement of the mul-
titude of heavenly host by glorifying
God in the highest.

The second phrase of the angelic an-
them is, “On earth Peace.” Here was
the announcement of the appearance
of the Prince of Peace. Jesus Christ is
the Prince of Peace as announced by
prophecy in Isaiah 9:6. The Son of the
King of creation, providence, and dis-
poser of all things is rightly termed,
Prince. Jesus being the author of peace
as well as the Son of God fully mani-
fested His name, “Prince of Peace.”
Jesus being born on earth verified the
announcement, “On earth peace.” Jesus
made peace with God in behalf of His
brethren by suffering in their stead the
punishment due them for their sins,
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and fulfilling the law for them. Jesus
made peace between the Jews and Gen-
tiles by breaking down the bars, the
ceremonial laws, which separated His
people among them. He made peace be-
tween the men of high degree and the
men of low degree by bringing down
the exalted ones and lifting up the low-
ly. He unified the rich and the poor by
proving the vanity of earthly riches to
the wealthy as well as the importance
of heavenly treasures to the beggar. He
proclaimed the gospel of peace.

The angels of Heaven concluded this
memorable song by saying, “Good will
toward men.” Four hundred years had
passed since the prophet, Malachi,
wrote: “But unto you that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteousness
arise with healing in his wings . . .”
(Mal. 4:2) Such a long time of silence
from Heaven!! It is no wonder that
gross ignorance of God’s laws was the
state of the people of the earth. It must
have been the time of ignorance that
God winked at. See Acts 17:30. Spirit-
ual darkness had covered the face of
the earth for so long. God’s people had
transgressed His laws to such great de-
gree that justice demanded a curse from
God instead of good will toward them.
This curse was stayed until His only
begotten Son could bear the just venge-
ance and wrath of God. Good will to-
ward men was brought to light in every
thought, word, and act of Jesus Christ
while here on earth. God’s good will
toward men is briefed by Jesus when
He said, “For I came down from heav-
en, not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me. And this is
the Father’s will which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me, I
should lose nothing, but should raise it
up again at the last day. And this is
the will of him that sent me, that every
one which seeth the Son and believeth
on him, may have everlasting life: and
I will raise him up at the last day.”
Read John 6:35-40. This good will be-
gets good will toward God in the hearts
of every one who realize its goodness.

God grant that we further meditate

on the subject peace on earth in this
article. Unity and concord are the clos-
est synonym in the English language
to the root word which was translated,
peace. The simple definition: “PEACE,
that state of mind in which persons are
exposed to no open violence;” is quoted
from Buck’s Theological Dictionary.
Since peace concerns the state of mind
of persons, we shall emphasize the im-
portance, joy, and happiness of social,
ecclesiastical, and spiritual peace. So-
cial peace is mutual agreement one with
another, whereby we forbear injuring
one another. David said, “Depart from
evil, and do good; seek peace and pur-
sue it.” (Psalms 34:14) What are we
to pursue and seek? Unity plus concord
equals peace. The Holy Spirit teaches
us that we are in unity with evil. This
is our first lesson. Secondly, it makes
known to us that we were in concord
or agreement with it, but the Spirit has
changed our feeling so that we hate
that principle we loved. This causes us
to desire to depart from that with
which we are connected. We possessed
a false peace of mind while we were
joined to evil and had pleasure in it.
The result of regeneration is that we do
not have a quiet peaceful mind. We find
ourselves involved with something we
hate. Having been regenerated, we need
conversion. We find that we must de-
part from evil before we have peace of
mind. Wisdom from above causes our
minds to be in a terrible state of un-
easiness which makes us fear God. This
is regeneration. We then realize our
great need for understanding. We pray
for it. God answers our prayer by em-
powering us to depart from evil. This
is conversion. Job quoted God as say-
ing: “. .. Behold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil
is understanding.” (Job 28:28) Wis-
dom plus understanding equals peace of
mind.

Jesus made peace with God for all
the elect by offering Himself. He is our
only peacemaker with God, the Father.
Jesus united all of the chosen of God
with the Father. None can ever sever
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this union that Jesus perfected. All our
righteousness is as filthy rags in God’s
gight. The imputed righteousness of
Jesus only constitutes peace toward
God. We must be born again AND BE
GIVEN THIS FAITH IN JESUS
CHRIST, before we can realize God’s
good will of peace toward men. When
we are in realization of this we have
peace of mind. Thig peace shall fully
be realized in eternity. This is the good
news to a sensible sinner. This is the
Gospel of Peace!! “Let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water.” (Heb. 10:22)
When this peace with God is realized
in the conscience, all stumbling blocks
are removed, and forbearance is easy.
“Great peace have they which love thy
law: and nothing shall offend them.”
(Psalms 119:165)

Where is Peace? The United Nations
is a unit composed of representatives
from the different nations of the world
whose proposed purpose is to achieve
peace for the world. Even though they
be together in body, their minds are
far apart. Instead of concord there is
contempt in all their maneuverings.
Pride, envy, hatred, wrath, and strife
are some of the stumbling blocks that
prevent peaceful solutions of problems.
These are all so manifest in the meet-
ings of the United Nations that we must
look elsewhere for peace. The same
stumbling blocks prevent the Senate
and House of the Congress of the Unit-
ed States from passing laws conform-
able to the Constitution. Our higher in-
stitutions of learning have been so
scarred and battered with riots and
confusion that we cannot find peace
reigning there. We find states, commun-
ities, and homes in abundance where
peace does not reign. We ask again,
Where is peace?

Paul exhorts: “Be careful for noth-
ing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which passeth all un-

derstanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.” (Phil.
4:6-7) To taste the peace of God is to
realize that none but God through
Christ Jesus, the Prince of Peace, can
be the Author of Peace in our hearts
and minds. We must admit that none
but God can effect peace anywhere at
anytime.

Peace on earth? Yes, but where? It
is in the minds and hearts of all while
they are blessed with faith in God,
“Who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will.” (See Eph.
1:11) Those who in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving make their requests known unto
God, experience the peace of God. Peace
is reigning in the individuals who do
not offend others by their thoughts,
words, or actions. Peace is the state
of the minds of the people who think
upon the things which are true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, and of good report;
seeking praise-worthiness and virtue in
all things of which we think. (See Phil.
4:6) Wherever we find virtue, —
wherever we find praise: we find the
peace of God which is of the God of
peace. When our minds are so diseci-
plined to think upon these things, our
minds do not have time nor space to
think upon anything else. I cannot so
digcipline my mind, but I KNOW WHO
CAN!

When our minds are disciplined by
God we are continually separating the
precious from the vile. When our minds
are disciplined by carnality we are
prone to counsider the vile things as
precious, and the precious as vile. The
Holy Scriptures are able to make the
child of God wise as to whether we are
being disciplined by the old man or
the new man in our dealings with our
fellowman. Our wills change according
to the spirit that prevails. We are in
possession of a good will when the
Holy Spirit is reigning. When lust
reigns our will is evil. We find a war-
fare even in our minds. Do we find
peace in our minds? Are our minds so
quiet, calm, and undisturbed? My mind
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is not, because I find the flesh lusting
against the spirit, and the spirit against
the flesh. I find a warfare within my
own mind. There is a mixture of good
and evil thoughts that require the judg-
ment of my heart, or will. I am con-
stantly making decisions by approving
and disapproving. My will is forever
judging the thoughts of my mind. If
the judgment of the will were always
the same, I would find peace in my
mind. I find my judgments so unstable
that I cry out as the Apostle Paul: “For
we know that the law is spiritual: but
I am carnal, sold under sin.” (Romans
7:14) This state of mind is relieved
only while in diligent prayer to God
to discipline me. I am made to plead
for His grace and mercy. I cannot un-
derstand myself. How can I expect to
understand others? When I realize my
carnality, I hate it. I love it when I am
unaware of its presence and damaging
effects. There is such a clash of wills
that T am unable to do the things I
would. When there is such need of for-
giveness even for our own thoughts, it
is so easy to forgive others. While we
condemn ourselves, it is easy to for-
bear others. While we question our own
understanding, we do not condemn the
understanding of others. Where can we
find peace? We find it in the grace and
power of Jesus for us, in us, and fo us.

Where is Peace? Peace is whenever
Jesus appears to us. Peace is wherever
Jesus reigns. Peace is the appetizing
flavor of the fruit of the Spirit. We
read the last part of a sermon by Zach-
arias: “To give light to them that sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet in the way of peace.”
(Luke 1:79) This was spoken by John’s
father of Jesus. Peter said, “For he
that will love life, and see good days,
let him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile:
Let him eschew evil, and do good; let
him seek peace, and ensue it.”” (I Peter
3:10-11) I have found in my search for
peace that I can only find it in the
Church. Jesus is Governor of His
church. He is the Head, the church is

His body. It is no wonder that David
was glad when they said unto him,
“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
It is no marvel that he realized the
necessity of his feet standing within
the gates of Jerusalem which was
builded as a city compact together. It
was where the tribes of the Lord went
up unto the testimony of Israel to give
thanks unto the name of the Lord.
Peace be to that City of Peace. “Peace
be within thy walls, and prosperity be
within thy palaces.” The City of Jeru-
salem, The House of the Lord our God,
the house of prayer: yea, the Church
of our Lord is where peace is found,
enjoyed, and greatly appreciated. (Read
the 123rd Psalm.) Peace is in the
church and God is the author of it. It
pleased God to set Zion upon a hill as
the perfection of beauty. He would
shine through the Church. Jesus light-
eth every man that cometh into the
church. Jesus bids them: “Let your
light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” (Matt.
5:16)

Peace is the first word that Jesus
commanded the seventy to say as they
entered each house: “Peace be to this
house.” (Matt. 10:15) Paul prefaced
every letter he wrote to both individ-
uals and churches by imploring grace
and peace upon them. (Of course there
is no peace unless there is grace.) The
first on the agenda of every conference
of the Church is to inquire relative to
the peace of the church. Among the first
words of Christ’s sermon on the moun-
tain were, “Blessed are the peacemakers
for they shall be called the children of
God.”

Unity plus concord is peace. Jesus
said, “Again I say unto you, That if
two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of my Father
which is in heaven.” For where two
or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”
(Matt, 18:19-20) The two together
equals unity: to agree upon anything
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equals concord: thus, there is peace.
The agreement is to be upon anything.
I am pleased that the two do not have
to agree on everything. Where two or
three are gathered together, shows
unity. When it is in His name, proves
concord. Both unity and concord mean
peace. This discourse of Jesus was in
answer to the question: Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?
Jesus Christ is teaching His disciples
a very important lesson in this treatise:
Forgiveness of offences. He teaches us
the value of humility and the evil of
pride. Pride is the great stumbling
block and cause of contention among
brethren. “ONLY by pride cometh con-
tention: but with the well advised is
wisdom.” (Prov. 18:10) Christ advises
Peter in answer to his question relative
to the number of times to forgive a
brother of his sins against him: “. .. 1
say not unto thee, Until seven times:
but, Until seventy times seven.” (Matt.
18:22)

I have sinned against the Lord more
than seventy times seven. I trust for
Christ’s sake, He has forgiven me.
Should I not forgive a brother that tres-
passes against me many, many, many
times? If I be “Well-advised” I will
continue to forgive him. I am not to
forgive him for his trespasses against
the Lord, for this is the Lord’s busi-
ness. He chastises, corrects, and takes
vengearnce upon whom He will in His
way. It pleases the Lord to use the
wicked as His sword, to render judg-
ment even to His own. (See Habakuk
1:6, 12; Prov. 16:4; Psalms 17:13.)
I have more tolerance for those who
depend upon themselves to merit sal-
vation, than I have for those who take
upon themselves the responsibility to
chastise, punish, or take vengeance
against any whom they think offend
the Lord. If we could be so well ad-
vised to know that He will take ven-
geance, chastise, correct; or have mer-
cy upon His own offenders. Yes, He
goes further than that: He takes ven-
geance in behalf of His people upon
their persecutors. God has so ordained,

and that right well, that He is the God
of battles. He does our fighting for us.
It would be foolish, and out of my jur-
isdiction, to say, I forgive this one of
his offence to God. I am wise, I trust
in my right mind, to forgive, have mer-
¢y upon, and forbear those who wrong
ME.

I may differ with you on some theo-
logical point of doctrine, but if we have
the same faith, we are agreed on the
vital thing. Sometimes in pridish dis-
cussions we charge consequences. We
say, If you believe this, you believe that.
The other party answers, I believe this,
but I do not believe that. If I want to
prove to him that I am wiser than he,
I further contend until it becomes con-
tentious: If you believe this you are
bound to believe that. We wrangle. 1
try to force the issue. I fail to get
him to admit to my reasoning. My pride
is so hurt that I tell him, You do not
know what you believe. What have I
done? I have charged consequences
which is a violation of honorable con-
troversy among men! I have offended
him and ought to beg his forgiveness.

When I was a boy I got the idea that
it was my job to discipline my younger
brothers and sister in the absence of
my father and mother. I was threaten-
ing to whip one of them one day when
my father appeared on the scene. I well
remember the scolding and lecture my
father gave me. He made me to know
that that was his business. I did not
forget it. Sometimes we act as little
children not only by trying to attend
to the Lord’s business, but also to delve
into the secrets of God. We argue by
using our vain imaginations about all
that God did before the foundation of
the world; why He did it; and how He
did it. When we go beyond Scriptural
revelation, we are trying to pry out the
secrets of God. Since the Scriptures
contain that which it pleased God to
reveal to us and our children, Why
should we quarrel over these things
that are not simply expressed in the
written word? “Secret things belong
unto the Lord our God: but those things
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which are revealed belong unto us and
to our children forever, that we may
do all the words of the law.” (Deut.
29:29) This should be sufficient for us
to understand that there are no words

of the law of the Lord to be considered
unnecessary. The one who consoles him-
gelf with the idea: “I shall have peace
though I walk in the imagination of
mine heart,” puts himself liable to
God’s great curse: “. .. And the Lord
shall blot out his name from under
heaven.” (Deut. 29:19-20) Yes, it is
under heaven that some have their part
taken away out of the bock of life, and
out of the holy city.” (Rev. 22:19) This
holy city must be the church on earth
which is under heaven, The part that
is taken out of the book of life must
be that part which is to be experienced
here. I do not want to be separated
from the church here on earth. I want
to live in peace with my brethren. 1
want to enjoy the happiness of salva-
tion here. I want to be united with
brethren of same faith here, and to
strive for concord. I want to rely upon
the precious promise quoted by Paul:
“Finally, brethren, farewell, Be per-
fect, be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace; and the God of love and
peace shall be with you.” (2 Cor. 13:11)

E. J. L

VOICES OF THE PAST
“He being dead yet speaketh”

AN INTERCESSOR IN THE
COURT OF HEAVEN |

Dear Sister Workman :

In your letter today, you ask why
Christ has to intercede for his people
after he has paid their debt to God for
them. I understand you to mean, Why
is it necessary for the elect to have an
Intercessor in the court of heaven, when
Christ has already made atonement for
them? This hag given me something to
think about, and I can do no more
than to write you some of my thoughts

as they have come to me., At first
thought, it would seem that the atone-
ment for all the elect’s transgressions
having been perfectly and completely
transacted by Christ, and all their sins
having forever been put away by his
sacrifice of himself, any further heaven-
ly work by him in the way of inter-
cession would be superfluous. Of course,
this kind of reasoning can easily get us
into a snare, for we know the interces-
sion of our Lord before the throne of
God in heaven’s court is absolutely
necessary, else the Divine Plan would
not so have been arranged as to include
this priesthood of Christ. We can do
no better than go to the Scriptures.
Space would not permit me in this
letter to cite all the Scriptures treating
on Christ’s priesthood, but let us take
some of them. The last words of Isaiah
fifty-third chapter are, “He bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors.” This was partly ful-
filled when Christ, while on the cross,
said, “Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do.” If all our
transgressions had come to an end when
Christ made atonement for them in his
death, perhaps no intercession by him
for us would now be necessary; but
while the atonement was finished in
his death, our transgressions did not
end then. We are continually trans-
gressing, notwithstanding the atone-
ment is an accomplished fact. We are
sinners by nature and sinners in fact
and by act, even though God does not
charge this up to us since Christ has
borne the sins of many. The fact that
Christ is in heaven and we are on
earth, our Head in glory but we our-
selves still living in the presence of
sin in this lower world, his intercession
is required to cleanse us moment by
moment, hour by hour, day by doy, from
our sins experimentally. I doubt very
much if we could have at his hands
any experience of absgolution were it
not for his present heavenly work of
intercession for us, despite the fact
that the atonement has been finished,
and accepted by the Father. On the
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cross, Christ’s plea that the Father for-
give his persecutors their cruel and
wicked deed, was based on the fact
that he was at that moment dying for
them; yet even though he was accom-
plishing the atonement for them in the
sight of God, how could they ever ex-
perience for themselves forgiveness ex-
cept as he prayed for them that it
might be s0? We might just as well say,
What is the use of our praying to God
for anything? If God has predestinated
before-time our blessings for us, will
we not get them anyway, whether we
pray or not? No, we will not. It is as
much a part of the divine plan that we
should pray for these blessings, as that
God has predestinated these blessings
for us.

Christ’s atonement for us on earth
is the basis of his priestly work for us
now being executed by him in the heav-
ens. His work would not be complete
without this heavenly work of his en-
suing from the work which he did for
us on earth. His atonement without his
intercession would be like a foundation
without any building on it; and there
could be no intercession without his
atonement preceding it, else it would be
like a house without any underpinning.
When Christ said on the cross, “It is
finished,” what did he mean? Among
other things, he did not mean that his
work was done; but he did mean that
all his Farthly work was done. He must
now die and rise from the dead and go
out of sight to enter upon his heavenly
work for his people, which was to pre-
pare for them the mansions in the Fa-
ther’s house in the heaven of heavens;
and by his intercession for them, also
prepare them to dwell in those heavenly
mansions when it should come God’s
time for them to do so.

When Christ warned Peter that the
time of Peter’s denial was nearing, he
told Peter, “But I have prayed for thee
that thy faith fail not.” Would his faith
have failed if Jesus had not prayed for
him? Evidently so, if language means
anything. By the same token, what
would happen to us now as we go

through this world were it not for
Christ’s praying for us? Our discour-
agements and difficulties would defeat
us. Our stumblings would result in our
falling. While our salvation might not
be affected, inasmuch as our atonement
is accomplished, yet our comforts and
deliverances would be nothing at all
without Christ’s present intercession
for us. We would be without any spirit-
ual experience of salvation were it not
for his intercession for us now, and
would have to wait until we reach heav-
en before experiencing the forgiveness
which his atonement has secured for
us. In John 14:16, he says, “I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you an-
other Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever.” Would this Com-
forter ever have come without Christ’s
intercession? I believe not. The Holy
Ghost has come upon the church and
abides within the church throughout
the ages, all because of Christ’s heav-
enly intercession for his body ever
since his ascension. If ever there is a
prayer, a real prayer in the soul of any
of the children of God, why is it? Only
as the result and fruit of Christ’s pray-
ing for them, now being accomplished
for his body by him up there before the
throne. All our time-experience of the
grace of God rests on the intercession
now going on for us above. Had Christ
ceased to do anything at all after his
intercession we down here would have
long since ceased to know anything
about mercy and grace while we were
down here. Our present experience, so
far as spiritual things are concerned,
would be a vacuum, and we should have
to wait until we get to heaven before
knowing anything about heavenly
things. It is his intercession that keeps
us alive. Like a tree growing in the soil
and reaching up its branches to the sky,
so Christ’s intercession is rooted in his
atonement and is the process by which
he keeps lifting us up from the earth
heavenward.

I leave this subject for you to further
follow out in your meditation. May the
Lord prosper you in this respect. I have
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but touched a few things as they have
come to me. Oh, may he bless us to
realize more and more in our own ex-
perience that carefulness and prayerful-
ness which are the fruit of what he is
doing for us now, that we as branches
of the Tree of Life may have our
breathings toward him, and thus over-
come that earth-drag which clogs our
steps and thoughts, and threatens to
keep us tied to temporal interests.

Yours in the blessed hope of his ap-
pearing.

(This letter was published in the May, 1939,
issue of the Signs of the Times. By request
we re-publish it. It is a subject often inquired
into, and is clearly presented by Elder Lef-
ferts.)

OBITUARIES
STELLA WEST PARSONS

Sister Stella West Parsons was born April
30, 1879, in Worchester County, near Snow
Hill, Maryland; and died August 13, 1969.
She was the daughter of Minas Burton and
Hettie Ann Ruark West, — one of twelve
children. She was united in marriage to Ray-
mond G. Parsons on January 15, 1908; and to
this union were born four daughters: Mrs.
Gladys Lingle, Mrs. Lottie Kell, Mrs. Frances
Parish, and Mrs. Alice Majors, who survive.
Surviving also are three grandchildren: Mrs.
Thelma Strohmaier, Clement W. Kell, Jr., and
William J. Majors, Jr.

Sister Parsons was received into the fellow-
ship of the Nassawango Old School Baptist
Church, Wicomico County, Md., September 24,
1905, and was baptized by the late Elder
Thomas Poulson. She was a member of this
church almost sixty-four years.

In the passing of this dear sister the Nas-
sawango Church has lost a devoted member,
who by her daily walk and conversation mani-
fested her love and devotion to the Church
of God. I have never known one who put forth
more effort to attend her church services, even
when not physically well, than she did. Her
home always had an open door for the mem-
bers and friends of the church; and she was
appreciative of the visits of her friends, al-
ways meeting them with a smile.

Her mind was much exercised concerning
spiritual things, and one did not visit long in
her home before spiritual things were men-
tioned; and she often referred to hymns and
sermons she had heard in former days. By
adorning her profession with a godly walk

and spiritual conversation, she left evidence
that she is asleep in Jesus, — a blessed sleep.
I have never known one more tenderly cared
for by her daughters than our dear sister.
Her last days were spent with her daughter,
Mrs. Frances Parish of Ellicott City, Mary-
land.

Her funeral was conducted by Elders W. D,
Griffin and Arthur Warren at the Hill Funeral
Home, Salisbury, Md., and interment was in
the Parsons’ Cemetery.

Sister Parsons’ husband, Raymond G. Par-
sons, was born February 21, 1880, the son
of Joshua J. Parsons and Mary Brittingham
Parsons, of Wicomico County, Maryland. He
died July 25, 1964, and his funeral was also
conducted by Elders Griffin and Warren. They
were a devoted couple, and Mr. Parsons al-
ways welcomed those who visited in the home,
and manifested that he also had an interest
in the things of the Lord. It is a great bless-
ing when husband and wife can see eye to
eye in the things of the Lord; and truly it
was so in this household.

Written by request of the family.

D. V. Spangler, Pastor

JOSEPHENE THOMAS TERRY

Sister Josephene Thomas Terry, widow of

the late Thomas T. Terry, who preceded her
in death July 29, 1941, was born September
20, 1878, and passed away August 16, 1969,
at the home of her son Rex H. Terry, Mead-
ows of Dan, Va., at the age of 90 years, 10
months and 26 days. She was the daughter of
the late Daniel and Angeline Thomas.
. She leaves to mourn their loss five sons and
one daughter: Conway L. Terry, Rex H. Terry
and Arley M. Terry, of Meadows of Dan, Vir-
ginia; Carmie E. Terry, Mt. Airy, N. C.;
Thornton S. Terry, Axton, Virginia; and Mrs.
Ettie Barnard, Meadows of Dan, Virginia.
Surviving also are 86 grandchildren, 56 great
grandchildren, 5 great great grandchildren,
and one brother, Jimmie Thomas, Hillsville,
Virginia. Five sons preceded her in death,
namely, Neal, Oakney, Charlton, Kemper and
Kennett.

Aunt Josie, as we lovingly called her, united
with Bell Spur Church July 31, 1954, and was
baptized by the pastor, Elder Samuel E. Terry.
She was elected church clerk January, 1957,
and was clerk until February, 1967. She served
faithfully as long as her health permitted. She
lived a devoted life to her family, community,
and church. She was a firm believer in Sal-
vation by the Grace of God.

Her family, brethren and friends did what
they could for her, but none could keep her
here when God’s appointed time came for her.
The writer had the privilege of being with
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her some in her last days. She bore her afflic-
tions quietly and patiently. She often said
that she wished she could die, that her hus-
band had come for her and she was ready
to go.

Her funeral was conducted in the Bell Spur

Church August 17, 1969, by Elder Amos Hash
and Elder Bennie Clifton; and her body was
laid to rest by the side of her husband, be-
neath a mound of beautiful flowers, in the
Terry-Barnard Cemetery. There to await the
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
when he comes to call for his people and take
them home, to be like him, where sorrow,
sickness, pain or death will be no more.
- We feel that our loss is her heavenly gain.
“The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away;
blessed be his holy name.” May we be submis-
sive to His holy will, who doeth all things
well.

Done by order of Bell Spur Church while in
conference October 18, 1969.

Ilene Terry, Church Clerk

ELIZABETH NORMAN TOPPING

Sister Elizabeth Norman Topping was born
at Aldie, Virginia, August 27, 1878, the daugh-
ter of the late Brother and Sister Eppa and
Rebecea Norman, and the last of their family.
She was a sister of the late Brother C. Walter
Norman. She died October 18, 1969, at the
age of ninety, in Hillerest Nursing Home,
Winchester, Virginia. Surviving are a number
of nieces and nephews.

In 1943 she was united in marriage to the
late Elder D. L. Topping and lived at Glen
Burnie, Maryland, for many years. After El-
der Topping’s death September 17, 1947, she
continued to live there until her health made
it necessary for her to come to Herndon, Vir-
ginia, and live with Brother and Sister Nor-
man. Sister Topping was a member of the
church in Baltimore and wag faithful as long
as she was able to travel. She attended the
churches near Herndon when she was able.

Her funeral was conducted in Herndon at
Green’s Funeral Home by the writer, and she
was laid to rest in the Union Cemetery, Lees-
burg, Virginia, to await the resurrection, when
she together with all the redeemed shall bear
the image of the heavenly and fitted for heav-
en and immortal glory.

John D. Wood

RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT
OF
SALISBURY ASSOCIATION

In the past year our gracious God has seen
fit to remove from our midst four lovely sis-

ters: Sisters Maude Morris, of the Salisbury
Church; Bertha Tomlinson, of Little Creek
Church; Stella Parsons and Della Pusey, of
Nassango Church.

We know by their walk and talk they trust-
ed in the allwise God, and not in their own
works.

Let us bow in humble submission to the
holy will of God; and join with the hymnist
in saying, “Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep from
which none ever wake to weep;” and say,
Thy will be done, O God. Written by Brother
Frank Holland.

Elder Arthur Warren, Moderator
Maude T. Laws, Hon. Clerk
William Adkins, Clerk

W. M. Davis, Sr., Asst. Clerk

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT

The Welsh Tract Primitive Baptist Church,
Newark, Delaware, authorized me to report
the passing of Edwin L. Shakespere, Trustee
and Church Treasurer.

Edwin L. Shakespere was born February
9, 1904, and died August 30, 1969, at the age
of 65. Suffering a severe stroke, he died one
week and one day later in the Wilmington
Memorial Hospital. Son of the late Edwin L.
and Nellie Alkers Shakespere, he is survived
by his wife, the former Annabelle Jarmon,
one sister, Mrs. Fred Trimble, Sr. of Hockes-
sin, Delaware, and several nieces and nephews.

“Shake,” as he was affectionately called, had
been employed at the Newark Post Office for
22 years, acting as Assistant Postmaster while
the Assistant Postmaster was in the service.
He worked at the Farmers Trust Company,
Newark, Delaware, until it merged with the
Wilmington Trust Company. During his 23
years with Farmers Trust Company and Wil-
mington Trust, he served as a Loan Officer
and also was in charge of Real Estate and
Insurance. He retired several months ago fol-
lowing a severe heart attack. A trustee of
Welsh Traet Church, he served as Church
Treasurer from 1938 until the time of his
death, filling that capacity in a very satisfac-
tory manner, always having the best interests
of the church at heart.

Although he was not a member of Welsh
Tract, a more loyal person, so faithful in at-
tendance at the meetings, would be difficult to
find. He always enjoyed the companionship of
0Old Baptists and whenever possible he and his
wife, Annabelle, entertained them in their
lovely home. Everyone enjoyed their hospital-
ity and the warmth of Christian fellowship.
He will be sadly missed.

Funeral services were held September 2,
1969, conducted by his nephew, Fred Trimble,
Jr. of Walkersville, Maryland. Interment was
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in Welsh Tract Cemetery.

We resolve that three copies of this Respect
be made to be put in the Church record; to
be sent to the family; and to be published in
the Signs of the Times.

We send our sympathy to his family and
trust that our loss is his eternal gain.

This done by order of our September meet-
ing.
Elder W. D. Griffin, Pastor
Ruth Lucht, Clerk

CHULICH NOTICES

BETHLEHEM CIHURCH, Malvern, Ala-
bama, meets each second Sunday at 10:30
A, M.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

HOPEFUL CHURCH, Ozark, Alabama,
meets each fourth Sunday at 10:30 A, M.

J. J. WATSON, Pastor

NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Slocomb, Alabama, meets each
first Sunday, 10:30 A, M.

V. C. HARTZOG, Pastor

RAMAH CHURCH, Cottonwood, Alabama,
meets each third Sunday at 10:30 A. M.

A. B. CHUMNEY
D. W. COLLINS, Pastors

NEW PROSPECT CHURCH, meets each
third Sunday at 11 A. M., six miles SE. of
Sulligent, Alabama.

C. C. HAND, Pastor
5840 Court O C P
Birmingham, Ala.

MACEDONIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located one and one-half miles
Southwest of Sulligent, Alabama, meets each
first Sunday at 11 A. M. All lovers of the
truth are invited.

EULIE McCOOL, Pastor
HOUSTON PITTS, Clerk
Steens, Miss.

MT. ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
meets each 4th Sunday at 11 A. M. about 10
miles N. W. of Birmingham just off of 78
Highway in Westwood, 2601 Forrestdale Blvd.

H. C. MOON
C. C. HAND, Pastors

OLD UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, meets each first Sunday at 11 A. M,,
6 miles S. W. of Winfield, Ala.

C. C. HAND, Pastor

HARMONY CHURCH, meets each second
Sunday afternoon at 2 P, M., ten miles SW. of
Fayette, Alabama.

C. C. HAND
R. W. RHODES, Pastors

ELAM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH,
located two miles North of Goshen, Pike
County, Alabama, meets each second Sunday
at 10:80 o’clock.

J. P. MORGAN, Pastor
A, C. CARTER, Clerk
13835 Avalon Lane,
Montgomery 6, Ala.

LITTLE HOPE CHURCH, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M., ten miles West of
Fayette, Alabama. -
C. C. HAND
R. W. RHODES, Pastors

EPHESUS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Slocomb, Alabama, meets each third Sunday
and Saturday before at 10:30 A. M.

V. C. HARTZOG, Pastor

MT. CARMEL CHURCH, Coffee Springs,
Alabama, meets each first Sunday 11 A. M.

W. A, WILLIAMS, Pastor

ZION ROCK OLD SCHOOL PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH, twenty-two miles South
of Andalusia, Alabama, meets every first Sun-
day at 11:00 A. M.

ELDER M. I. McLEOD, Pastor
NORA McLEOD, Acting Clerk

PILGRIM REST CHURCH, lccated five
miles morth of Fordyce, Arkansas (about %
mile off Hy. 167, and located near Barnes
Lumber Co.) meets each third Sunday at 10:30.

W. W. HUDSON, JR. Pastor

HARMONY OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, ten miles South of Jay, Santa Rosa
County, Florida, meets every second Sunday
and Saturday before at 11:00 A. M.

ELDER M. I. McLEOD, Pastor
GRACE UTLEY, Clerk
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NAOMI OLD SCHOOL PRIMITIVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH meets every third Sunday at
11:00 A. M., six miles South of McKenzie,
Alabama,

ELDER M. I. McLEOD, Pastor
E. C. WEAVER, Clerk

Rt. 5, Box 50-B,

Andalusia, Ala.

SHILOH OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH,
seven miles Northeast of Andalusia, Alabama,
meets every fourth Sunday at 11:00 A. M.

ELDER M. I. McLEOD, Pastor
NORA LEE McLEOD, Clerk
Rt. 8,

Red Level, Ala.

MT. ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
located 14 miles south of Fayette, Ala., meets
each first Sunday at 2 P. M.

W. L. NORRIS, Pastor

1414 8th St., Tuscaloosa, Ala.
EULIE MeCOOL, Pastor
Steens, Miss.

MT. CARMEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located southeast of Millport, Ala.,
meets second Sunday afternoons at 2 P. M.

EULIE MeCOOL, Pastor
Steens, Miss.

PLEASANT RIDGE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located at Moores Bridge, Ala.,
meets each 4th Sunday at 11 A. M.

EULIE McCOOL, Pastor
Steens, Miss.

SALEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
located 6 miles south of Gordo, Ala., meets
each 4th Sunday at 2 P. M.

EULIE McCOOL, Pastor
Steens, Miss.

W. 1. NORRIS, Co-Pastor
1414 8th Street
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

NEW HOPE OLD SCHOOL PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH, near Patmos and about
ten miles South of Hope, Arkansas, meets
each first Sunday at 11 A. M.

W. W. HUDSON, JR., Pastor

WHITE WATER OLD SCHOOL PRIMI-
TIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, located about one
mile northwest of Tinsman, Arkansas, meets

each fourth Sunday aftenmoon at 2:30 P. M.
The annual Homecoming is still held the first
Sunday in July and Saturday before, with ser-
vices beginning at 10:30.

DAVID E. TURNER, Pastor

HOPEWELL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Stockton, California, meets second
Sundays, 10:30 A. M., at 5620 E. Marsh Street.
All lovers of the truth invited.

T. R. JEFFERSON, Pastor
MYRTLE TIPTON, Clerk
733 7th St.

Hallister, Calif. 95023

SECLUSIA OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Compton, California, meets each
fourth Sunday at the home of L. W. Langwell,
12812 S. Williams Street.

WELSH TRACT OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, (the oldest Primitive Baptist Church
in the United States), meets each second Sun-
day at 11 A. M. The meeting house is located
one mile south of Newark, Delaware, just off
of Highway 896.

W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor

NEW HARMONY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located near Hiram, Ga., meets
every second Sunday at 11 o’clock.

0. J. CROKER, Pastor
C. C. HAND, Asst. Pastor
G. E. RAGSDALE, Clerk

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH,
located at 5th and East Park Street, Weiser,
Idaho, meets each 4th Sunday at 11 o’clock.
Address any communications to:

ERNEST J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
FLOSSIE ATTEBERY, Clerk
Rt. 1, Box 202,

Hermiston, Oregon 97838

PLEASANT VALLEY OLD SCHOOL BAP-
TIST CHURCH, Kingman, Kansas. Meets
with Mrs. Verda Machesney, 516 E. Avenue
C. on each second Sunday.

W. A. WINFREY, Pastor

THE LOST CREEK CHURCH OF OLD
SCHOOL PREDESTINARIAN BAPTISTS,
meets first Sunday in each month and Satur-
day before, near Denton, Carver County, Ken-
tucky, ten miles south of Grayson and two
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miles from Denton, on Grayson Highway.
Leave U. S. 60 at Grayson via Hutchins; take
gravel road to church.

NEW HOPE CHURCH (better known as
Lick Creek) meets every third Sunday and
Saturday before at 11 A. M., five miles north
of Dawson Springs, Kentucky.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor

THE ZION CHURCH OF PRIMITIVE BAP-
TISTS, Mayfield, Kentucky, meets first Sun-
day each month at 11 A. M., on South 7th
Street.

J. N. DARNELL, Pastor

NEW HOPE CHURCH, Spearsville, La.
meets first Sundays and Saturday afternoons
before at 3:30.

J. L. SMITH, Pastor
C. C. BARRON, Clerk

LIBERTY HILL CHURCH, located six miles
northeast of Farmerville, La., ¥4 mile east of
Farmerville-Marion Highway, meets each
fourth Sunday and Saturday before at 10:30.
Services are also held on each second Sunday
at 10:30.

W. W. HUDSON, JR., Pastor

UNION CHURCH, located near Linville, La.,
meets each third Sunday at 10:30 and on Sat-
urday afternoon before at 2:30 P. M.

DAVID E. TURNER, Pastor

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
located three miles N. E. of Steens, Miss. on
Millport Road, meets third Sunday afternoons
at 2 P. M.

H. C. MOON, Pastor
Hanceville, Ala.

EULIE McCOOL, Asst. Pastor
Steens, Miss.

EBENEZER PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Baltimore, Maryland, meets each
third Sunday at 11 A. M. in the meeting house,
210 E. Madison Street, near Calvert.

W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor

BLACK ROCK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Butler, Maryland, meets each first
Sunday afternoon at three o’clock. Butler is on

Falls Road about twenty miles north of Balti-
more.
JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor

HOPEWELL OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Hopewell, N. J., meets each first
Sunda.y at 10:30 A. M. All visitors are welcome.

ARTHUR R. WARREN, Pastor
MARY L. HELLINGS, Clerk
4 Maple Lane

Pennington, N. J. 08534

OLIVE AND HURLEY OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH, Shokan, N. Y. meets
each 2nd Sunday at 2:00 P. M. March through
and including November.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor
DEACON E. K. ADSIT, Clerk

THE WARWICK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Warwick, Orange County, New
York, holds monthly services on each fourth
Sunday, from March to, and including, the
fourth Sunday in November. The meetings are
held at A. R. Vail’s home, 55 Maple Ave,,
Warwick at 11 A, M.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor

THE MIDDLEBURG OLD SCHOOL BAP-
TIST CHURCH meets at the home of Deacon
Woodrow W. Bellinger, Duanesburg, N. Y. on
fifth Sundays when the Lord so wills.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor
BEATRICE E. HOCKING, Clerk
419 Toll St., Scotia, N. Y.

EBENEZER OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, New York City, meets every first
and third Sundays at McBurney Branch Y. W.
C. A. 215 W. 23rd Street, corner of 7th Ave.
(Elevator to 2nd floor.) 11 A, M. — 1:30 P, M.
All visitors are welcome.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor

THE WILSON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Wilson, N. C., meets each second
Sunday at 8 P. M., and Saturday evening
before at 7:30 P. M. The location is on the
corner of Green and Jackson Streets.

D. B. STOKES, Pastor
MRS. BETTIE RICHARDSON, Clerk

FALLS OF TAR RIVER PRIMITIVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH, Rocky Mount, N. C., meets
each second Sunday and Saturday before.
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Quarterly meetings March, June, September
and December.
D. B. STOKES, Pastor
NINA PEARSON, Clerk

MOONS CREEK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located near Providence, N. C. off
Route 86, on Park Springs Road, meets each
third Sunday morning at 11 A. M.

KENNETH KEY, Pastor

LITTLE FLOCK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Altus, Oklahoma, meets each fourth
Sunday at 10:30 A. M. and Saturday afternoon
before at 2:00 P. M.

C. M. HAGGOOD, Pastor
ANA STEWART, Clerk
Granite, Okla. 73547

BIG SPRING CHURCH, Elgin, Oregon,
meets each first Sunday at the home of Sister
Elva Spikes. Address communications to Lloyd
Spikes, Elgin, Oregon.

ERNEST ATTEBERY, Pastor
SPENCER BURCH, Clerk

ROCK SPRINGS OLD SCHOOIL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
meets each first Sunday at 10:30. The meet-
ing house is located on highway 222, about
one-quarter mile of the Maryland-Pennsylvania
State line.

JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor
CHAS. B. OSBORNE, Clerk
Quarryville, Pa.

SIDELING HILL OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Fulton County, Pennsylvania, meets
each 5th Sunday from May through September;
and meets at Needmore, Pa., on 5th Sundays
from October through April, with all day
meeting the 2nd Sunday in October.

JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor
ORIEN MELLOTT, Clerk
MecConnellsburg, Pa.

THE FIRST PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH of Memphis, Tenn., meets each Sun-
day at 10:30 A. M., except the first three
weeks in October when we dismiss for associ-
ations in the area. The church is located on
Andrews Road, one block north of Highway
70 in the Ellendale Community, 7 miles east
of Mempbhis.

H. R. PRINCE, Co-Pastor
967 Maxey, Memphis

C. 8. YOUNG, Co-Pastor
807 Pope St., Memphis
RICHARD H. CAMPBELL, Clerk

CANE CREEK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, meets each fourth Sunday at 11
A. M., and is located nine miles Southwest of
Martin, Tennessee. All lovers of the truth are
invited.

HUBERT PRINCE, Pastor
967 Maxey, Memphis, Tenn.
J. B. JONES, Clerk
Rt. 1, Martin, Tenn.

BORDEAUX PREDESTINARIAN PRIMI-
TIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, Nashville, Tenn.,
meets each first Sunday at 10:30 A. M. The
church is located on the old Hydes Ferry
Road in Bordeaux, in Nashville. All lovers of
the truth are invited to meet with us.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor

THE WALNUT FORK PRIMITIVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH, near Cottage Grove, Tennes-
see, meets on the second Sunday of each month.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor
R. L. VEAZEY, SR., Clerk

UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Sharps Chapel, Tenn., meets at 11 A. M. each
second Sunday. We are located about fifteen
miles north of Maymardville, Tenn., on Big
Valley Road. There is a sign on the main
highway showing where to turn.

JOHN WILDER, Moderator
N. E. LAY, Clerk

SHEPHERD FOLD CHURCH, Houston,
Texas, meets each firgt Sunday and Saturday
before 10:30 A. M. Church is located at 815
Little York Road between Highway 75 and
East Texas Freeway 59.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
IRENE WISENBAKER, Clerk

MT. ZION CHURCH, Rt. 2, Box 23, Weslaco,
Texas, meets each second Sunday at 10:30
A. M.; and each fourth Sunday at 10:30 A. M.
seven miles West of Weslaco, on highway 83.

JOE L. HAMRICK, Pastor
E. B. AULT, Clerk

SARDIS CHURCH, Amarillo, Texas, meets
each third Sunday at 10:30, in the home of
E. J. Parsons, 1711 Lincoln Street.

W. A. WINFREY, Pastor
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THE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Fort Worth, Texas, has moved their meeting
place to 3629 8th Avenue. They meet each
first Sunday at 11 A, M., and Saturday before
at 2 P. M. Take College Ave. bus to Butler
and Ryon; go one block West, then half block
North to church.

' C. U. LANDERS, Pastor

THE ORIGINAL PILGRIM REST CHURCH,
Lawn, Texas, meets each third Sunday and
Saturday before at 10:30 A. M.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
MRS. NOLA STEWART, Clerk

AN ARM OF PILGRIM REST CHURCH,
meets each second Sunday and Saturday night
before at Earth, Texas.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
A. A. CHAMBERS, Clerk

MACEDONIA CHURCH OF PREDESTI-
NARIAN BAPTISTS, Rising Star, Texas,
meets each second Sunday at 11 A. M. and
Saturday before at 2 P. M.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor

MT. OLIVE CHURCH OF PREDESTINAR-
TAN BAPTISTS, Stockdale, Texas, meets on
the second and fourth Sundays of each month
at 10 A. M., in the meeting house at inter-
section of Highways 123 and 87. All lovers
of the truth are invited to meet with us.

GERALD D. SHIPMAN, Pastor
LELA CULPEPPER, Clerk

THE OLD SALEM CHURCH OF OLD
SCHOOL BAPTISTS, four miles South of
Teague, Texas, meets each first Sunday and
Saturday before,

MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk

SAINTS REST PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Dallas, Texas, meets each Sunday
at 10:30 A. M., at 2710 Engle Street.

W. W. TAYLOR, Pastor
D. G. CONNELL, Clerk

HOPEWELL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, near Winnsboro, Texas, meets each
second Sunday at 10:30 A. M. and Saturday
before at 10:30 A. M.

W. W. TAYLOR, Pastor
E. M. REEVES, Clerk

MT. ZION OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Cash, Texas, meets each first
Sunday at 11 A, M., and Saturday afternoon
before at 2:30.

LLOYD WALL, Pastor
GUY SISK, Clerk

The churches of which Elder E. J. Lambert
is pastor meet as follows:

PHARON, meets first Sunday morning and
Saturday night before, 5 miles NE Hawkins,
Texas.

REHOBETH, meets second Sunday morn-
ing and Saturday morning before, 7 miles N
ElDorado, Arkansas.

NEILA RYAN, Clerk
1601 N. Emmett
ElDorado, Arkansas

BETHEL, meets third Sunday morning and
Saturday morning before, 7 miles NE El-
Dorado, Arkansas.

JEAN H. BURNES, Clerk
606 N. Parkway,
ElDorado, Arkansas

GOOD HOPE, meets fourth Sunday morn-
ing and Saturday morning before 7 miles NE
‘Winnsboro, Texas.

GERTRUDE JONES, Clerk
905 Y Drive
Winnsboro, Texas

Everyone welcomed. .

ELDER E. J. LAMBERT, Pasto
306 Richardson St.
Winnsboro, Texas 75494

The churches composing the Virginia Cor-
responding Meeting meet as follows:

FRYING PAN CHURCH, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M. and is located on
Route 28, between Herndon and Chantilly,
Virginia.

ARTHUR L. CARTER, Clerk
Manassas, Va.

NEW VALLEY CHURCH meets each third
Sunday at 11 A. M. The meeting house is near
Lucketts, about eight miles north of Leesburg,
Va.

The brethren and friends will please note
that the meetings at Broad Run Church, near
Poolesville, Maryland, have been discontinued;
and that the meetings are now held each third
Sunday at New Valley, as shown above.

L. D. DUKE, Clerk
Charlestown, W, Va.
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MT. ZION CHURCH, meets each fourth
Sunday at 11 A. M. and is located about one
and one-half miles East of Aldie, Virginia. on
Route 50, between Wasghington and Winches-
ter, Virginia.

MRS. RAY HAWLING, Clerk
Leesburg, Va.

There are no meetings of our faith and
order held at the present time in Washington,
D. C. We are aways glad to have brethren
and friends who are visiting in Washington
meet with us. For information phone Manassas

368-4857.
JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor

NORFOLK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Norfolk, Virginia, meets each third Sunday at
11 A. M. and Saturday before at 8:00 P. M,
Fairmont Park, 2023 Tidewater Drive.

C. N. BUNN, Pastor

RICHMOND PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Qualla Road, Chesterfield County,
Virginia, meets each first Sunday at 10 A, M.
Following are directions to the meeting house:
South from Richmond at McGuire Circle, take
Rt. 360 nine miles to “Longest” Service Sta-

tion; turn left and go one mile, and turn right
on No. 363 one mile to church.

ELDER C. N. BUNN, Pastor
LILLIE WEIDER, Clerk
2560 Elliham Ave,,
Richmond 34, Va.

DAN RIVER CHURCH, between Danville,
Va. and Reidsville, N. C., meets each fourth
Sunday at 11 A. M. and Saturday before.

D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor

DANVILLE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Danville, Virginia, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M. and Saturday night
before, on Bradley Road.

H. W. WRAY, Pastor
R. T. HOLLEY, Clerk

UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
meets each first Sunday at 11:00 o’clock. This
church is located seven miles west of Gretna,
Virginia on 605 one-half mile from Route 40.
All lovers of truth are invited.

LEONARD J. BRAMMER, Pastor
RUTH MATTOX, Clerk

Rt. 2,

Chatham, Va.

BELLVIEW PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, meets each third Sunday at 11:00
o’clock and Saturday night before at 7:30.
This church is located near Cave Springs
about four miles from Roanoke, Virginia, one
mile from 221, All visitors are welcome.

LEONARD J. BRAMMER, Pastor
J. A. SOWDER, Clerk

Rt 2,

Salem, Va.

SANDY LEVEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH meets each third Sunday afternoon
at 2:30. This church is located on Route 635
about 5 miles south from Hardy, Va. 10 miles
from Vinton, Va. All lovers of truth are in-
vited.

LEONARD J. BRAMMER, Pastor

UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
meets each fourth Sunday at 11:00 o’clock
and Saturday before at 7:30 o’clock. This
church is located on highway 623 about two
miles from Fairystone Park. All visitors are
welcome. No Saturday meetings during winter
months,

LEONARD J. BRAMMER, Pastor
CLAUDE R. HOPKINS, Clerk
908 Myrtle Rd.

Martinsville, Va.

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
of Predestinarian Faith, of Riffe, Washington,
meets each 3rd Sunday and Saturday before
at 11 o’clock. For information write the Clerk.

E. J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
MRS. OPAL HUNTTING, Clerk
Silver Creek, Wash. 98585

PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH, Naches,
Washington, meets at 11:00 A. M. each second
Sunday at the home of one of the members
living in Naches. Those interested will please
econtact the clerk.

E. J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
MARGUERITE SIMPSON, Clerk
1306 Fairview Ave.

Yakima, Wash. 98901
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IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS 2/70
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE

LIKE A LETTER
FROM ALL THE BRETHREN

Duanesburg, New York 12056

Dear Elder Spangler,

Enclosed is a check for $7.00 to re-
new my subscription to the Signs for
two years.

Hope you are feeling better. I missed
seeing .you at the Salisbury Associa-
tion. I had been looking forward to
meeting: you and Elder Wood, but it
was not the Lord’s will. God’s arm is
not-short that it can not sustain us
wherever we are. , v

I am very thankful that the Lord
made it possible for me to attend three
associations this past year. It was
wonderful to hear the gospel proclaimed
at these meetings.

We were afraid that we would not
be able to have the Lexington-Roxbury
Association, but the Lord sustained us
mightily. There were only three Elders
there including Elder Slauson. We had
wonderful preaching. There was a
warm fellowship among the -brethren.
It seemed that the Lord was in our
midst.

I hope the Lord will strengthen you
editors of the Signs as I feel the Lord
has provided the Signs as an excellent
means for the brethren to keep in touch
with one another. When I receive the
copy of the Signs each month it is like
-a letter from all the brethren.

We read sermons from the Elders,
and the letters expressing the hopes,
fears and experiences of the brethren
are like a covenant meeting where all
express their minds.

Many times I wonder am I His or
am I not: do I love the Lord or not. But
still T can’t give up that Hope that I
am.

Will close with hope and trust in the
Lord,

Woodrow W. Bellinger

THE VALUE OF “LITTLE THINGS”

Box 304
Emory, Texas 75440

Dear Editors:

My subscription date says I am due
another year’s subscription, so I enclose
check for one year and for 4 extra
copies of the November issue.

I was greatly impressed with Elder
Chick’s editorial republished in the
Voices of the Past. 1 have learned some-
thing about sparrows that seemed al-
most uncanny to me. When I lived in
Houston, Texas, I had a small patch of
grain-sorghum. I had planted it in
other years, and the sparrows got the
most of the grain. This particular year
I thought I would cut the sorghum
down and probably they would not get
all the grain. Early one bright morn-
ing the sparrows were on the ground
in numbers, and I went into the house
and got my gun. I killed several and
lamed several; and the rest flew away
to nearby trees. To my surprise, one
came back and tried to rescue one of
the wounded ones that was bileeding
and could not fly. He had the injured
one in his mouth and carried him sev-



26 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

eral feet.

"This incident made an impression on
me. I thought that if a little sparrow
has that much concern for one of his
fallen companions, this will put an end
to my shooting; and I have not shot a
sparrow from that day to this.

I had read this passage of scripture
(Matthew 10:29) a few tlmes, but had
never learned the true meaning — like
so much of the Bible to me. With Elder
Chick’s explanation and my personal
feelings and experience, I feel I can
vouch for every word that was written.
Sometimes we hear it said that not one
sparrow shall fall to the ground with-
out your heavenly Father’s notice. This
is most blessedly true in the words,
“And not one of them is forgotten be-
fore God.” Many times I have wished
I had the standing before God as the
sparrow; and I hope I am not over-
valued when it says, “Fear not there-
fore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows.”

. We fail to see the value of little
things — their true value and meaning
as related in the Scriptures. Do we un-
derstand the significant meaning of a
broken-heart and contrite spirit, the ex-
pansiveness of the yeast, the magnitude
of the mustard seed? ete.

May I and we all see the beauty of
the unsearchable riches of -our Maker
the Lord God.

Guy Sisk

GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF SIN

" 1 am glad to say I never heard the
doctrine preached, “That God was the
author of sin.” “Or that the predestina-
tion of God caused any man to sin.”

T would not fellowship any one that
preached such things, nor allow them
to preach in the church where my mem-
bership is, or in my association, if I
could prevent it.

I am glad to say we have no such
doctrine preached among us in this
country, and I hope the-brethren will
never allow it among us. Although the

Arminian, two Salvationists, and Con-
ditionalists  have accused our people
(who believe the doctrine of predesti-
nation as set forth in the Old London
Confession of Faith) of preaching this
very doctrine, we know our folks in
this country do not preach it or believe
it. We also know those who tell such
things on us are telling the same Old
Arminian lie that has 'been told on
those who have loved the Truth for ages
past. And the same Spirit is in them
that was in their fathers who falsely
accused our Lord and Master when He

was -on earth, of preaching a falge doc-
trine, and betrayed Him into the hands

of those who crucified Him.

“If they do these things in a green
tree, what shall be done in the dry?”
Those who are in accord with the Doc-
trine of Predestination as it was taught
and believed by Old School Baptists in
past ages, believe and teach that God
hath decreed from all eternity all things
whatsoever come to pass. All of those
who are in accord with the doctrine of
Old School Baptists of past ages be-
lieve that God is neither the author of
gin nor hath fellowship with any
therein.

(Elder) H. F. Hutchens

(The above was published in the April,
19286, issue of The Lone Pilgrim.)

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
AND SATAN’S KINGDOM

Dear Editors of the Signs:

For some time now, my mind has
been on The Kingdom Of God and also
on the Kingdom Of The World, or Sa-
tan’s Kingdom, particularly as to -just
where the line of demarkation between
them could be set. Also as to what does
each consist of or where they begin and
end. After some study and meditation,
T will attempt to write briefly what may
be of some interest to the Lord’s chosen
ones, realizing that without guidance
from above, nothing of value Wlll comnie
forth.

Now as to the type of ngdom we
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have in ‘mind ‘as The Kingdom Of God,
will state that it is that Kingdom told
of in Daniel 2:44 — “And in the days
of these Kings shall the God Of Heaven
set up a Kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed and the Kingdom shall not
be left to-other people,” ete. Elder Wood
in :the November, 1965 Signs dwelt at
length on this Secripture, and among
other salient things, stated that the
Kingdom ¢f God in this world IS THE
CHURCH OF GOD, set up when the
fullness of time had come. Then God
sent his Son into the world and the
Kingdom was set up. Christ said to his
disciples, “For the Kingdom Of God is
within you.” (Luke 17:21) and He also
made it clear as to how His people
gained entrance into this (His) King-
dom, — “Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the Kingdom Of God,”
(St. Jchn 3:3) and “Except a man be
born of the water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the Kingdom,” —
Luke 3:5. Therefore, keep in mind we
leave out every semblance of natural
or worldly things created by God in the
beginning - of time and all other types
or kinds of Kingdoms of which there
be many, over which God in his Su-
preme state and power has full control
and all-will come to their destruction
at the exaet time He has willed they
shall. =
This Kingdom Of -God as we have it
in mind, does include the Kingdom Of
Heaven as we can see no point in try-
ing to separate theém, altho the latter
is mentioned many times in the Scrip-
tures, such as St. John’s words in 8:2
— “Repent ye; for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” It can be further
shown that God’s Kingdom is separate
and apart from the world and all
semblance of things earthy or natural,
for said Jesus in St. John 18:36, “My
Kingdom is mnot of this world.” The
Apostle Paul, in I Cor. 4:20 wrote, “For
the Kingdom Of God is not in words,
but in power.” When we take a good
long look at this greatest of all King-
doms, as we are given the Spiritual
vision to view it, how priceless and

precious becomes our hope of being
therein thruout all eternity. We are
made to long for further evidence and
assurance that our names are written
in the Lamb’s Book Of Life. Pages can
be written about this everlasting King-
dom of God but it would be repetitious
and would not add to the wonderful
writings by our inspired Elders and
others thruout the past. Now to the
other Kingdom we have in mind: Sa-
tan’s Kingdom and dominion, ‘“The
Kingdom of the world.”

That Satan did have a Kingdom des-
ignated and set up in the mind of God
before the world was, which was estab-
lished here on earth at the appointed
time and which has existed thruout
the ages, and will continue until the
Lord destroys all the Universe and
everything thereon and therein, includ-
ing Satan’s dominion; and banishes
him with his angels into that eternal
state of darkness, is too well known by
the Lord’s people to warrant any
lengthy discussion on it. Christ said he
had one: “And if Satan cast out Satan,
he is divided against himself; how shall
then his kingdom stand?”’ Many Scrip-
tures could be cited.

Turning to Genesis 3rd Chapter we
find that God did create Satan, in the
form of a serpent and we see right
here who he was to have dominion over;
how he was equipped with that beguil-
ing tongue, the tool, . as-it-were, with
which he was to work his cunning;
wickedness and corruption into the
countless multitude that were destined
to be under his dominion. We see that
Satan’s wisdom was great, in that he
knew if he could cause Eve to eat of
the forbidden fruit, she in turn would
induce Adam to eat of it, thereby their
fall wag certain; and thru that one in-
cident, he (Satan) was assured of his
power and dominion over all future
generations of mankind. We see that
he was to be, “The deceiver of the
whole world” in the form of an evil
Spirit, tirelessly and relentlessly to go
about the whole earth thruout all time,
seeking whom he may devour. Peter



28 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

go stated this in I Peter 5:8, showing
that he was ever to be an adversary of
the Lord’s people.

As to why Eve and Adam did eat of
the forbidden fruit and what this was
a type of, we find that Elder Hudson’s
writing in the February, 1968 Signs
is most informative, and other inspired
writers have given enlightenment on
it. As to God’s purpose in creating Sa-
tan, we find a most interesting and en-
lightening article by Elder Griffin in
his Editorial in the February, 1966
Signs. Please read both these articles.
The latter brings out clearly that God
created him a devil to play and act the
devil and that He designed and de-
termined the work the devil would do
before the world began. Satan’s cun-
ning and effective adversity has never
diminished one bit thruout the ages.
We see how cunning he was in Job’s
time, (Job 1st Chapter), when he went
among the sons of God to present
themselves before the Lord, but the
Lord knew him and inquired, “Whence
comest thou?” Satan told of his going
to and fro upon the earth, and we know
that he doeg so in these days; and judg-
ing from what we see all about us, how
his dominion has increased so alarm-
ingly, we might well believe that he
now travels about with greater speed
than in Job’s time when he said he
was walking to and fro on the earth.
His magic powers has the multitudes,
countless millions upon millions of hu-
man beings, under his dominion. We
see the thousands upon thousands of
so-called evangelists and professors,
false prophets and all such, running to
and fro over the whole universe, backed
up by the billions upon billions of dol-
lars raised annually for their use, and
the existence of all the thousands of
fine structures, many costing millions
to erect and maintain, from which
comes false doctrines and anti-Christ
material of all kinds. Surely Elder
Harding, in March 1858, had this in
mind when he wrote, “All those Ish-
maelitish Preachers, WHO UNDER
THE MAGIC POWER OF SATAN, are

transforming themselves into Ministers
of Righteousness.” ete. Read his writ-
ing in the December 1966 Signs. Christ
also warned his disciples in Matthew
24:24 by saying “For there shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets and
shall shew great signs and wonders, in-
somuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.”

While on the subject of Satan and his
“Modus Operandi,” will cite how brazen
and gluttenous his appetite was, and
is, in trying to gain control over the
Son Of God, when he took Jesus up on
the mountain and offered Him all the
kingdoms of the world, AND THE
GLORY THEREOF if He would bow
down and worship him. What glory do
we see today existing in the Kingdom
of the world? Is it any wonder that
Satan’s dominion is so alarmingly large
today as compared to the “REMNANT”
or the Lord’s people. Mention was just
made of the great expenditure of money
and the work of the multitude UNDER
THE MAGIC POWER OF SATAN,
in that one particular field. Let us take
a quick glance at another kind : the mul-
titudes of the past, present and future
to come, that use their bodies, their ef-
fort, time and their wealth also, for
vicious, vile and sinful actions, products
of benefit to filthy minded, and prop-
erties of great value, that serve Old
Satan and him only. In years past the
main “Dens Of Iniquity” were mainly
confined to large cities and patronized
largely by those of the ‘“underworld”
type to engage in whoredom, dope and
such things. In these later years, we
now find the smaller places of similar
type scattered everywhere and the larg-
er establishments in the world’s big
cities and strategic sites devoted largely
to idleness, worldly pleasure and riotous
living; and these establishments are
luxurious, indeed, and people of wealth
and prominence flock thereto, particu-
larly at night time. I know a man who
in times past set foot in many of these
“Dens Of Vice” as a curious minded ob-
gserver, while with friends, or -in con-
ducted tours, ete., in cities such as
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Paris, France, while in the Army in
World War I, San Francisco, Butte,
Montana, Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada,
where in the last mentioned place, one
section of the City is “The Strip” com-
posed of several luxurious “Clubs”
which cost many, many millions of dol-
lars to construct, solely devoted to
gambling, and entertainment that is
putrid to the Lord’s people. Traveling
thru these establishments at night
time is, in reality, being in “Satan’s
Kingdom” and the “Kingdom OF VICE
AND SIN” and truly the baliwick of
the Devil. T beg the Lord’s forgiveness
for this. Pages could be written detail-
ing the many and varied operations of
Old Satan. We only have to look sbout
us daily to see enough of them to know
that he is everywhere and will never
let up as long as this time world en-
dures.

It seems worthy of mention that we
see in Job, 1st Chapter, where Satan,
or the Devil, was just one being and
was spoken to by the Lord in that sense,
vet when Jesus talked to him —— the
unclean spirit in the Gadarene — and
asked him, “What is thy name” — his
answer was, “My name is Legion”
(which means many); and then it is
shown, “And all the devils besought
Him, saying, send us into the swine,
that we may enter into them.” Tt is
shown that there were many swine in
the herd, yet there were enough devilg
to enter into every one of the swine.
(Mark Chapter 5)

Now as to the dividing line that sep-
arates the Kingdom Of God from that
Kingdom Of The World, or Satan’s do-
minion, we can see that the All-Wise
and-Eternal God definitely set it before
the  world was, when He foresaw all
that was to come to pass and wrote the
names of all the elect that was to com-
pose his Spiritual Kingdom, in the
Lamb’s Book Of Life, and all those
whose names are not therein, compose
that worldly kingdom. Jesus wverified
this fully when he told those Jews they
were not in his Kingdom — that God
was not their Father, but rather, “Ye

are - of your father the devil, and the
lusts of your father ye will do.” (St.
John 8:44) In Matthew 25:41 “Then
shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels.”
These verses seem apropos:

“A wicked world and wicked heart, with Satan
are combined;
Each acts a too successful part, in harassing
my mind.
But fighting in my Saviour’s strength,
though mighty are my foes,
I shall a conqueror be at length, o’er all that
can oppose.”

An unworthy one, hoping that he has
been brought forth from the Worldly
Kingdom into the Kingdom Of God,

Wm. O. Hall
P. 0. Box 595,
Mount Vernon, Wash. 98273

LETTER TO HIS MOTHER
AT THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER

208 Frederick Street
Bastrop, La. 71220

Dear Elder Wood:

Recently I came across a copy of my
letter to my mother, which was writ-
ten a few days after the death of my
18 year old brother who was accident-
ally killed while cleaning his rifle dur-
ing August of 1962.

You have my permission to publish
this letter if you feel that this will be
of any benefit to the readers of the
Signs.

Yours in a sweet hope,
W. W. Hudson, Jr.

COMFORT IN TIME OF TROUBLE
August 30, 1962
Dear Mother:

I hope this finds you feeling better,
and that the Lord is giving you
strength to carry on. “He healeth the
broken in heart, and bindeth up their
wounds.” (Psalms 147:3) “God is our



30 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble.” (Psalms 46:1) Now,
God is our all in all. He is the only one
who can give us comfort, meaning He
is the God of all comfort and merey.

“Blessed be God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort;
Who comforteth us in all our tribula-
tion, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God.” (2 Cor. 1:3-4) Paul
plainly states that God is the direct
source of all our comfort, yet God does
use other means (as well as direet op-
eration) in comforting his people.
Meaning, Paul was a means or instru-
ment in comforting God’s people.

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek;
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound.” (Isaiah 61:1)
As it took the Spirit of the Lord for
Isaiah to comfort God’s people in those
days, it still takes the Spirit of the
Lord in these days to comfort one an-
other. As of myself, I have also been
in deep sorrow during the recent loss
of our precious one, but the Lord has
been blessing me with sweet medita-
tions concerning “Yonder’s World.”
And I hope and pray that the Lord has
also been blessing you with the same
sweet meditations.

“One generation passeth away, and
another generation cometh: but the
earth abideth for ever.” (Ecclesiastes
1:4) Each generation has a ruler, king,
ete., but they die just as the other peo-
ple die. Therefore, the different gen-
erations have different rulers. They do
not have the same natural rulers. But
it is wonderful to know that God has
been the God of all ages, and that He
will continue to be God. “Lord, thou
hast been our dwelling place in all gen-
erations. Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst
formed the earth and the world, even

from everlasting to everlasting, thou
art God. Thou turnest man to destruc-
tion and sayest, Return, ye children of
men. For a thousand years in thy sight
are but as yesterday when it is past,
and as a watch in the night.” (Psalms
90:1-4) We are timely creatures, but
God is Eternal. There is no time with
God!

Let us quote St. Augustine: The City
of God, Book 13, Ch. 10, Pg. 364: “For
whatever time we live is deducted from
our whole term of life, and that which
remains is daily becoming less and less;
so that our whole life is nothing but a
race towards death, in which no one is
allowed to stand still for a little space,
or to go somewhat more slowly, but all
are driven forwards with an impartial
movement, and with equal rapidity.” It
may take a little time to study this ex-
pression of Augustine, but I think that
you will agree with him on this.

We are all born to die. Whether we
are young, or old, rich or poor, one
thing is certain: death is facing all of
us. This body shall return to dust. We
brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain that we shall carry nothing
out. “As he came forth of his mother’s
womb, naked shall he return to go as
he came, and shall take nothing of his
labour, which he may carry away in
his hand.” (Ece. 5:15)

We all race to the same goal, death.
“Yea, though he live a thousand years
twice told, yet hath he seen no good:
do not all go to one place?” (Ecc. 6:6)
Some complete their journey when they
are young, and some when they are
old. As soon as we are born in this
world, we are born to die. As each day
is passing along, we are getting nearer
to our end of the journey, which is
death. :

Now, it is good that we do not know
the times nor the seasons. But God
knows. “To everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the
heaven: A time to be born, and a time
to die: a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up that which is planted.” (Ecc.
3:1-2)
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“Thou carriest them away as with a
flood; they are as a sleep, in the morn-
ing they are like grass which groweth
up. In the morning it flourisheth, and
groweth up; in the evening it is cut
down, and withereth.” (Psalms 90:5-6)
We may compare the span of a person’s
life to a natural day. When the sun
rises, we think of a new born child.
When the sun sets, we think of death.
The day is short for some, meaning
that some die young. Of course, as we
see the young, we think of their life as
the morning time. But we do not know.
The last time I saw Ted alive (15 days
before his death), I did not dream that
life’s evening sun was sinking low for
him. None of us knew, and it is good
that we did not know. God knows what
is best for us, and he fixed it so.

When we take stock of ourselves, we
do not know what the morrow may
bring. As Solomon said, “all is vanity.”
What would it profit us to own all the
riches in this world? They will corrupt,
and we will corrupt. “Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return unto God who
gave it. (BEce. 12:7)

- Oh! May we not set our affections
upon the perishable things of this
world. Oh! May we set our affections
upon things above, which are eternal.
The first man is born to die, but God
bless your soul, the second man is born
to live! This: is something sweet and
precious to our poor souls. “The first
man-is of the earth, earthy: the second
man is the Lord from heaven.” (I Cor.
15:47) : :

We are strangers here below. This
earth-is not our home, but it is a tem-
porary dwelling place. When we have
completed our journey here, the Lord
will carry us home. This is something
glorious to look forward to.
 Our journey here is not an easy one.
It is full of troubles, sorrows, heart-
aches, pains, ete. But we do not travel
on our own strength. The Lord has
promised that he will be with us. The
Lord gives us fresh courage and
strength to press on for the mark of

the prize of the high calling in Christ
Jesus. (see Phil. 3:18-14)

“When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee.” (Isaiah
43:2) Whether you are in deep dis-
tress, or lifted up upon the mountain
top, the Lord is with you. We may feel
forsaken by men, but it is wonderful
and comforting to know that God never
forsakes his people. God has an all
seeing eye, and He tenderly watches
over His people.

- So, may we press on, ever looking
unto Jesus, and knowing that some
sweet day the Lord will carry us home
to this eternal rest. Weary people need
rest, and God’s people are a weary peo-
ple. The former things of this life shall
be done away, and there will be nothing
natural about it. The things we see with
our natural eye shall perish, but the
things we see with this eye of faith
ghall stand for ever. “And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes,
and there shall be no more death, nei-
ther sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain, for the former
things are passed away. (Rev. 21:4)

May the Lord bless you and give you
fresh strength and courage to press
on is my prayer.

Love,
W. W. Hudson, Jr.

THEY PREACH
“SAVED BY GRACE”

Rt. 1, Box 38A,
Glade Hill, Va. 24092

Dear Editors :

Enclosed is a check to renew my sub-
scription to the Signs of the Times for
two years, and one dollar for the Indi-
gent Fund.

My subscription runs out soon, and
I don’t want to miss a copy as I enjoy
it so much. I do believe the Primitive
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Baptists for they preach Saved by
Grace, and not of ourselves. I do not
belong to any church, but love the Prim-
itive Baptists, and go to hear them
whenever I have a way and can. I do
not go as much as I would like to. I
lost my husband, and my children are
all married and away, and I don’t drive,
so I can’t go regularly.

I ask the prayers of you all when-
ever you feel to pray for me. I used to
go with my parents to church when my
father S. Lester Perdue, was living, and
1 enjoyed it so much.

Mrs. Nannie Arrington

HIS REASONS

P. O. Box 295
Nags Head, N. C. 27959

Dear Editors:

1 see it is time to renew my subscrip-
tion to the dear Signs of the Times. 1
do not want to miss a single copy so
I am enclosing a check for two year’s
subscription.

Here the question comes to my mind,
Why not stop writing right here? you
have explained what the check is for.
But somehow I desire to express my
reasons for renewing my subscription
to the Signs. First of all, as far as I
am enabled to separate the truth from
un-truth, the Signs of the Times con-
tend for the truth as I feel it to be;
and, secondly, I think of no way I had
rather spend the money the merciful
God has blessed me with, than to ob-
tain that which praises, honors and
glorifies the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords. I feel that there is none
other deserving of any praise or honor.

In sweet hope,
Troy G. Shepard

“THE LORD IS OUR LAMP” -

4 Maple Lane,
Pennington, N. J. 08534

Dear Brother Wood:

This has been a year wherein God

has shown me his great mercy and love
alike, and endowed me with enlighten-
ment on some scripture that has been a
mystery heretofore; but like a light for
me to better see many beautiful things,
my thoughts were directed to the 29th
verse of 2 Samuel, 22nd chapter: “For
thou art my lamp, O Lord, and the
Lord will lighten my darkness.”
" Before this I dreamt of holding up
a lighted lamp for my mother to better
gsee the way she was walking, (she
passed away twenty-one years ago.)
Strange, indeed, the way God does guide
one up from the dark valley to marvel-
ous heights where they experience a
glimpse of enlightenment and joy.

Enclosed is remittance for another
year’s subscription, and the remainder
for the Signs of the Times. 1 feel blessed
to have the privilege to read the various
oifts expressed by the writers in this
wonderful paper: another lamp, O Lord,
to lighten my darkness along life’s path-
way.

In Christian love,
Sister Mary Hellings

RE-READS THE OLD ISSUES

5027 Abbott Ave.
Columbus, Ga. 31904

Dear Brother Editors:

My subscription is fast running out,
and as the Signs means so much to me,
I do not want to miss a single issue; so
am renewing it now.

I do not get to go to meetings every
Sunday since there are none near me of
my faith . . . When I get to wanting
to hear something and can’t go to meet-
ing, since I have kept every issue of
the Signs I have received, I get them
out and read until I get satisfied. Then
1 feel just like I have been to church.
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The letters and the sermons I have read
in the Signs are really inspiring to me.
I am:an ordained minister and I love
to ‘hear the brethren preach. We have
some gifted ministers in our associa-
tion, which is the Western Primitive
Baptist, near Dothan, Alabama, more
than a hundred miles away.

My wife and I have both had to re-
'tire, and we can’t hold out to travel ag
we once did. The Lord takes care of his
chlldren and I hope I am one of them:
and am so thankful that it is as well
with us as it is.

Remember us in your prayers.

_Your brother in Christ, I hope,
Henry H. Collins

IN MEMORY OF PARENTS

. 2220 Hollywood Way
, - Burbank, Cal. 91504
Dear Elders:
. Please accept this gift of $50.00 in memory
of my parents who are deceased, Mr. and Mrs.
Orville Winchell, of the Olive and Hurley Old
fS.chool Baptist Church in New York for many
vears. He Was»a Deacon there. Also to the
,membry of my grandfather, Dlder Jacob Win-
chell who was pastor of the Olive and Hurley
Church for thirteen years.

The Signs of the Times has been in our
home all my life, and I am very grateful to
all. May God bless you all.

' Lelah R. Hill

RECEIVED WITH THANKS

- (We acknowledge receipt of the above gift
of $50.00 for The Indigent Fund by Sister
Lelah R. ‘Hill, of Burbank, California, in
memory of her father and mother, Deacon and
Sister Orville Winchell, deceased; and in mem-
ory of her grandfather, Elder Jacob Winchell,
who was pastor of the Olive and Hurley
Church . for thirteen years, from 1854 until
1867.

It was our privilege to know Brother and
Sister Orville Winchell, who were very loyal
‘and lovely Old School Baptlsts

Editors)

Sara L. Taylor, Pa.

IN MEMORY OF THEIR PASTOR

R.R. 1
West Frankfort, I1l. 62896

Dear Editors of the
Signs of the Times:

Please accept the enclosed donation of $50.00
in memory of our departed friend and Mod-
erator, the late Elder C. M. Weaver.

Mr. and Mrs. Allie Neal

RECEIVED WITH THANKS

(We acknowledge receipt of the above gift
of $50.00 for The Indigent Fund. This gift
shows their appreciatidn for .the memory of
their highly esteemed friend and pastor, who
died in 1957 at the age of 89.
 We receive this gift with many thanks. It
will be used in maintaining our Indigent Fund.

Editors)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INDIGENT FUND
(To December 1, 1969)

Mary Davis, La.
Mr. Asa Wells, Va
Albert Fooks, Md..ococ... ... ’
Ethel Holloway, Md........coooomieeeeienne
L. E. Thornton, W. Va..._... everenes eeeenmaaea
0. W. Parks, TeX.....coiveeiiiiiiomeicaee
Mrs. Herman Alders, Tex...
Mrs. Esther Cole, N. C.ooooommiiiiee.
W. S. Ray, N. C...
Brittie Caudle,. Okla.
V. S. Reagan, Tenn
Mary Hellings, N. J
Mrs. Isaac L. Kip, N. J........ e eeeeeeeeee
Nannie Arrington, Va
Acton Perking, Ky
S. L. Midgett, N. Y :
Nettie Stanley, Tenn................ :
Elsie Beauchamp, Md .
Mrs. V. E. Baines, N. C........_...
Mrs. L. D. Setterington, Can
Mrs. Mildred Gordy, Mich..............

Mrs. Virginia Oliver, Ala..........cooocooo...
Mrs. C. 8. Flynn, Va.oeee.
Mrs. Ruth Pollard, N. C .............
John J. Smith, W. Va
Mrs. James Peet, N. Y
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INFORMATION REQUESTED

11475 S. W. 41st Street
Miami, Fla. 33165

Dear Bro. Spangler:

Enclosed is money order for the Signs
of the Times for another year.

I also want to ask you if you know
of a Primitive Baptist Church anywhere
in Denver, Colorado. I have a brother
there who wants to know if there is
one in that area.

Thanking you,
Eunice Dean

(Will someone please supply Sister Dean
with the above requested information. Ed.)

EDITORIAL
“And unto the angel of the church
in Thyatire write; These things saith

the Son of God, who hath his eyes like
unto a flame of fire, and his feet are
like fine brass; I know thy works, and
charity, and service, and faith, and thy
patience, and thy works; and the last
to be more than the first. Notwithstand-
ing I hove o few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that womon Jez-
ebel, which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her
space to repent of her fornication; and
she repented mot. Behold, I will cast
her into o bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great tribulation,
except they repent of their deeds. And
I will kill her children with death; and
all the churches shall know that I am
he which searcheth the reins and
hearts: and I will give unfo every one
of you according to your works. But
wnto you I say, and unto the rest wm
Thyatira, as many as have not this doc-
trine, and which have not known. the
depths of Satan, as they speak; I will
put upon you none other burden. But
that which ye have already hold fast
#ill T come. And he that overcometh,
and keepeth my works unto the end, to
him will I give power over the nations:
and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron; as the vessel of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers: even as I
received of my Father. And I will give
nim the morning star. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
wnto the churches.” (Rev. 2:18, 29)

I would beg the Lord that he enable
me to approach the mercy seat in soft-
ness of step and humility of mind: as
1 undertake the task before me. If I
am thus blessed, not only will I desire
to bow in graceful submission and res-
ignation to his holy will, but I will have
in mind as I write, both those that are
his humble followers, and also those
that are out to gain notoriety regard-
less of whose expense it is necessary to
tread under foot. I am not writing what
any so-called theological commentator
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thinks, nor have I consulted with any
elder as to what he thinks. I have not
been guilty of this for forty-five years,
and, God willing, I will not begin it in
the evening of life. There has been
much, and there will, no doubt, be much
more in my preaching and writing that
can come under the justifiable censure
of my brethren, but if it is justifiable
it will be brought to my attention as my
brother, not as one out to destroy. I
would beg my readers to throw a man-
tle of charity over these things, for
that they are important and sublime I
am sure that none would deny.

I think that we have it laid down in
no uncertain language that these mat-
ters are for all the churches in general,
although the Spirit particularizes the
things found in each church. Too, I
think that it is constantly kept before
them (and us, if we are churches) as
to who is doing this sending forth of
these things. Just here let me note that
we are not fatalists. There is not a word
of truth in the thought that predesti-
narian Baptists are fatalists. What is
more, those that know their subject,
that know history, that know language,
they know the difference between a
fatalist and a predestinarian. Perhaps
it might be asked, Why, then, are we
so often charged with being fatalists?
Because that it gives the one thus mak-
ing the charge a cudgel to browbeat us
before their ignorant followers. The
control ‘of the masses by nefarious
schemes: is not limited to the Catholics.
""God did not decree and leave the
scene to fate; He did not withdraw as
a fanatical dictator and leave us to face
fatality - without the application of a
Fatherly chastening or the kind ap-
proval of our faithful stewardship. God
determined and Jesus is at the Head
of these churches directing things to
theé honor and glory of the three-in-one
God. As the Head of this gospel king-
dom it is well to note the kind of eyes
that he has and the kind of feet in
which he walks among these churches.
He sees all, and his walk is an enduring
walk, ever walking among his saints.

- If the knowledge of God’s knowledge
(post and present and pre) does not
humble us in dust and ashes, then that
knowledge of him is a dead knowledge
and goes no further than a letter or
head affair. Perhaps it seems that way,
but there is a tendency to look at his
knowledge as belonging to events and
not embracing our whims and fancies
and every thought. He knows events
and he knows by whom events come
about and he knows the why and the
motive. (see Matt. 18:7) The good
things, the things that are lovely, were
spoken of first. I would be foolish to
minimize the importance of well doing;
I would be equally foolish to tell the
people of God that doing well becomes
boresome or monotonous or tiresome,
and that this is enough to leave it off
for (Gal. 6:9; 2 Thes. 3:18); I would
be foolish to tell them that they would
not reap in due season, and that they
would reap whether they fainted or did
not faint. Also, I would be foolish to
tell the churches that their works, and
charity, and service, and faith, and pa-
tience, was wrought in them by any-
thing less than the grace of God work-
ing effectually. I know that God is well
pleased with these good things; how
could he be otherwise, seeing that they
are the production of his Spirit in them.
(See Psa. 105:45; Ezek. 11:19, 20; Job
14:15; Rom. 14:23; Heb. 11:6)
Evidently, the Son of God was well
pleased with these things. Was he well
pleased with all that they were doing?
If, in arguing for the doctrine of God’s
sovereignty, his universal rule over all
things, his absolute predestination of
all things, we are trying to say that
God is as well pleased with the disobed-
ience as he was with the obedience, you

will have to look over me because I am -

not in accord with that kind of reason-
ing. When God tells me that he is well
pleased with the walk of his subjects of
grace, but not well pleased with their
wrong doing, I do not desire to reply
against Him. Do you?

The apostolic commandment to the
young minister was that he rebuke some
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of those recaleitrants of his day in a
gsharp manner. This was-that they be
sound in the faith. This had not. been
followed in the Thyatiran church. They
had suffered that woman to teach and
to seduce the servants to do things not
pleasing to the Christ.

Perhaps this is the age of the Refor—
mation when times were so trying,
when the old harlot, which is none less
than the vicaress of Rome, was slipping
and sliding into the churches for no
other reason than an effort to make
shipwreck of their faith. At all times
and places it is best to keep a sharp
look out for this kind of woman. As
soon as we become satisfied to take peo-
ple by what they say instead of by what
they do, we are inviting trouble into
our ‘ranks. Perhaps her mnefarious
schemes were literal, but this is doubt-
ful. I leave all the questionable things
that Rome has been charged with in
a literal way between them and their
God, and venture to make the statement
that her seduction and enticement was
in a spiritual sense.

These kind of silly women (I speak
of churches and members of such bod-
ies, not our sisters in Christ) are all
ways and always looking for weak
spots in the armour of the professing
churches. Their approach is for the
purpose of seduction and to rally all
unstable souls under one common pur-
pose. Their corrupting influence works
now as it did then, and it runs about
like this, Let us form a league of Chris-
tiars for we are all aiming for the
same heaven and serving the same Mas-
ter; we are wasting time and effort and
money in our efforts to attain the goal
separately; let us put our resources to-
gether and do the same work with less
time and money. This is spiritual forni-
cation. May the Spirit of the Lord en-
able us to steer clear of this joining
field to field with any of the isms of
the day, but striving to live in peace
with those that are peaceful.

There is not any subverting of the
Seriptures that will remove the dire
promise that is made to the impenitent.

Thisg is true in the case under considera-
tion,”and it is equally true in any case
of our day. We are at a low ebb. when
we are dissatisfied with the plain dec-
laration of the Lord, seemingly think-
ing that we know more about what He
meant than He himself did. It does
seem to charge God with foolishness to
say that He did not mean for this evil
woman to repent. »

1t does my poor soul good to read that
He gave her space to repent. How ten-
der and full of compassion is our God:
How great and . long the longsuffering
of God towards those that make -up His
militant body. Yet she repented not. I
do not find any reason for me to add
a postscript to what He said about her
—— to write something that He did not
gay; to apologize for her (and Him)
by saying that she could not. She could
not because of her wickedness, but not
because that the Lord made her wicked.

The casting of her into the bed:is
going on now. Oftimes God is carrying
out His promises when we think that
He is waiting. She is now (the spirit
of Jezebel, the spirit of the harlot) in
the bed, but she does not know it. She
is stalking any that she can entice to
lay with her, and what great tribula-
tion awaits any that listens to her. (See
Prov. 7) Her bed is growing harder
even day by day. Her own children are
rising up and giving even the Pope
much trouble to keep them in line, and
vet what is being done is moving to-
wards that time when her children shall
be killed with death. This is the one
time that this expression is in the Bible.
The children are not dead, but they are
going to be killed with death. Killed
with death. How many of her children?
1 offer no improvement on the language.
They shall all be killed with death. But
how is this to be done? When is it to
be done? I do not know when, but I
think that I know how.

Ah, dear children of God, He will
avenge His elect. (Luke 18:7, 8) To all
those under the altar (Rev. 6:10); to
those whose blood ran freely under the
crushing tread of the horde of these
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children and their mother; to the poor
and oppressed of this day and age, all
is tending toward this eventful time.
Death has accompanied the children of
God; sorrow has gathered thick around
them; desolation has thundered long
and: loud; the infantile churches, and
now those of full age, all, all, have
known the terrors of this woman and
her children, but rest assured, dear
brethren, that the time is now ap-
proaching (as to how long no one
knows) when her children that have
had life in its fulness (in persecution,
in stripes, in fire, in a thousand ways,
causing death of the body of the
saints) will be brought before God to
be killed with death. The first and last
glimpse of the Saviour will be had as
the wicked are judged out of the books.
They shall see Him whom they have
pierced; they shall bow before him and
their tongue shall confess Him as the
Lord, and then they shall be killed with
death, the second death, killed to all
hope and prospect of ever seeing Him
again. v

As the churches see this bed cast up;
as they behold the sly workings of this
woman as she plies her trade, and as
they begin to see the crumbling of this
fallen Babylon they begin to learn the
searching and probing of the reins and
hearts. Where are we? How is our
stewardship? What would a thorough
examination reveal .about us? Would
fire be applied to us? Would we be
saved, as by fire? How would we re-
spond to the judging of us? Would we
expect the gift to be the same if our
works were bad as it would be if they
were righteous? Would we say that a
thing done “according” to something
would not be that way? As I examine
the things found here let me say this,
to wit, it means exactly what it says,
and it says that ALL THE CHURCH-
ES shall know this searching; that they
all shall know that He gives unto each
one according to their works. To this
Jezebel, there is not any mercy shown,
but these churches shall know the
searching, the works found, the gift

according to those works, and, flowing
out from these experiences, the great
merey of God. . . :

There is not any killing with death
for the ones not contaminated with
this doctrine; there is not a long list
of regulations causing galling as the
saints bear the yoke. Not any burden
under grace save that the Lord search-
eg -the reins and hearts and that He
gives us the rod. of chastening when we
stray. The requirement is simple; the
command is easy to those that love Him.
Hold fast to that which you have. Hold
fast that ye be ready when He comes.
. As T come to deal with these closing
verses relative to this church, I am un-
der criticism for what I have already
said concerning these vital matters. It
is not Christ that is here spoken of as
overcoming. It is Christ that is speak-
ing of another overcoming. It is not
the Holy Ghost that overcomes, for
Christ had overcome Satan and all stood
as an obstacle to the children of God.
In His official work He was to make
manifest the works of Christ.

The question arises, to wit, If it is
the child of God, if it is the children
of God in this church (and thus among
all churches) that overcomes, how is
it that they shall rule the nations with
a rod of iron? Let us remember that
this one that overcomes, is to do this
ruling and breaking to shivers even as
Christ received of His Father. He was
given to rule with a rod of iron (12:5;
19:15). This is the gospel day, it is the
day of grace, it is the day of Jesus
‘Christ. This gospel is the power of God;
this grace is effectual grace (no condi-
tional grace is mentioned) ; this Christ
is the King and He has all power given
into His hand.

The day is now here wherein an oven
shall burn. All of those filled with pride
‘(as Jezebel), yea, and all that do wick-
edly, shall be as stubble. During this
day, this day wherein kings and priests
reign with the Lord Jesus Christ as He
sits on the throne of His glory, the
burning shall be so intense that none
of the wicked shall have root or branch
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left them. Primarily, the wicked are
those that deny the doctrine of saving
grace, those that deny that Christ has
come in the flesh. These unbelievers,
all of them believing in the same thing,
had a wonderful time while the oracles
of God were with them. Israel, in his
pomp and splendor, looked with disdain
on any one else, But this burning day
has not left them a single root nor
branch that has the approval of the
Lord. The legal system has fallen, Baby-
lon has fallen, Moses is relegated back
from the promised land so that he can
never enter.

The children of God go forth under
the banner of the Lord and of Gideon
and they are conquering and ruling and
treading down the wicked under their
feet. Stubble is not any good, why not
tread it down after it has been burned
into ashes? (Mal. 4)

‘This little child of God does not feel
all this in his flesh. He or she would say,
When have 1 ever overcome (Matt.
25:37). To these precious ones that
often feel to be faltering, feeling that
they are walking in darkness and have
no light (Isa. 50:10), the morning star
is given unto them, Christ does not
need the morning star for He is the
morning star. It is always morning
when Christ is present. He is our per-
petual Youth. (Psa. 110:3)

W. D. G.

VOICES OF THE PAST

“He being dead yet speaketh”

PSALMS 72:16

“There shall be an handful of corn
in the earth upon the top of the moun-
tains; the fruit thereof shall shake like
Lebanon: and they of the city shall
flourish like grass of the earth.”

Sister Phoebe Horton, of Warwick,
N. Y., has asked that we devote the
editorial space of our family paper to
an exposition of the above Scripture.
Tt will doubtless appear to all who will

read this Psalm that it has to do with
Christ and the subjects of his kingdom.
He is King of kings, of whom it is said,
“He shall judge the people with right-
eousness, and thy poor with judg-
ment.” What he would do for his
people and to their enemies is further
enlarged upon in the Psalm. We quote
a portion of what is said, as follows:
“He shall judge the poor of the peo-
ple, he shall save the children of the
needy, and shall break in pieces the
oppressor. * * * He shall come down
like rain upon the mown grass; as
showers that water the earth. In his
days shall the righteous flourish; and
abundance of peace so long as the
moon endureth. He shall have domin-
jon also from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth. They
that dwell in the wilderness shall bow
before him; and his enemies shall lick
the dust.” His absolute rule over the
whole earth, and the fact that he will
be worshipped are further evidenced by
the following: “The kings of Tarshish
and of the isles shall bring presents:
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer
gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down be-
fore him; all nations shall serve him.”

In congidering the text, we will divide
it into three parts: (1) “There shall be
an handful of corn in the earth upon
the top of the mountaing.” Whatever
this signified, there is no question about
it; it was most certain to be, for the
mouth of the Lord had spoken it.
Corn is known for its food properties:
it is full of strength and substance.
The concordance in the Bible which we
have before us says there were eleven
Hebrew words used for describing it in
its different states. The world shall
not stand long enough to exhaust the
great variety that there is in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Eleven of the original
apostles testified of the wonderful
things of Jesus, but neither they nor
all who follow after shall ever be able
to tell the half. That he was the bread
of life which came down from heaven,
we have his own words to show: “I am
the living bread which came down from
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heaven: if any man eat of this bread,
he shall live for ever: and the bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world.”
— John 6:51.

The text says, “There shall be an
handful of corn in the earth,” etec.
An “handful” is not a large quantity,
but rather a small portion. At the
most, therefore, comparatively speak-
ing, we actually know but little of the
Christ in this life, either as to his suf-
ferings or the glory which followed.
He reminded one of the beloved dis-
ciples, who could not watch one hour
with him, that the spirit was willing,
but the flesh was weak. We do but
taste the cup which he drank to the
dregs. Earthen vessels are not capaci-
tated to contain the fullness of the joy
that will some day, we hope, be ours,
hence it is said, “Now we see through
a glass darkly.” This “handful of corn”
was to be “in the earth,” and not on the
earth. The seed which is imbedded in
the earth can neither be blown away by
the winds of doctrines of men nor de-
stroyed by the fowls of the air: it will
in due season come forth and bear
fruit. Jesus did not come on the earth
to offer salvation to all who would ac-
cept. The angel of the Lord who ap-
peared unto Joseph said concerning
Mary, “She shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sing.”
We are told concerning him that he
“who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God; but made himself of no reputa-
tion, and took upon himself the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men: and being found in the fashion
of a man, he humbled himself, and be-
came obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.” He came in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin con-
demned sin in the flesh; that the right-
eousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. His own words are,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and

die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.” Jesus, the
blessed Son of God, was verily that
corn of wheat which fell into the
ground; it was he who was born of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem
them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.
The fact that so-called learned men
deny this truth only proves that He
has hid these things from the wise and
prudent and revealed them unto babes.
Neither is this handful of corn said to
be in the earth universally, as some
would have us believe, but is declared
to be in that part, or portion of the
earth referred to as “upon the top of

the mountain.” There is a definite num-

ber, known unto the Lord from before
the foundation of the world, of the hu-

man race spoken of as a ‘“‘chosen gen-

eration,” and these are they whom God
highly exalts and separates from: the
rest of the world by making of them a
peculiar people, and: they shall show
forth his praise. Isaiah, by faith, saw
the risen Christ coming from Edom,
“with dyed garments from Bozrah,”
glorious in his apparel and traveling
in the greatness of his strength. Boz-
rah means ‘“sheepfold,” which signifies
that Jesus was made like unto his
brethren in all. things except that he
was without sin. The Word verily was
made flesh, and dwelt among us (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father), full of
grace and truth, is the testimony of the
inspired apostle, John. Whatever knowl-
edge we may have of Jesus today, re-
gardless of its limitations, is that which
has been made known us by the work-
ings of God’s mighty power. He writes
his law in the inward part, even the
heart of his people, and, therefore, they
cannot be moved.

(2) “The fruit thereof shall shake
like Lebanon.” Lebanon, with its high
and lofty snow-capped peaks, and its
wonderful cedars, was full of signifi-
cance. Her cedars were evergreen, im-
plying eternal life, and they received
their refreshing from the pure waters
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on high. True, they were accustomed
to the penetrating icy winds from the
north country, nevertheless they en-
dured, being sustained and kept by the
power of him who held the winds in the
hollow of his fists. These were typical
of the trees “upon the top of the moun-
tains” among whom the Lord of glory
dwells. Ezekiel took up that line of
thought, and the Lord spoke by him,
saying, “I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set
it; I will crop off from the top of his
young twigs a  tender. one, and will
plant it upon an high mountain and
eminent: in the mountain of the height
of Israel will I plant it; and it shall
bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and
be a goodly cedar: and under it shall
dwell -all fowl of every wing; in the
shadow of the branches thereof shall
they- dwell.”

" How remarkably this prefigured the
coming of Christ through the house, or
lineage, of David; his crucifixion, ac-
cording to the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God; his resurrection
from the dead to the pre-eminent posi-
tion of being Lord of lords and King of
kings. The fruits, or effects of this have
followed ‘all down through the ages by
the manifestation of his quickening
power in raising sinners from their
dead works to serve the true and living
God. What a shaking there is when
the wind of his Holy Spirit begins to
blow upon the valley of dry bones.
Truly, the dead are raised up, the blind
see, the deaf hear, the lame walk and
the poor have the gospel preached to
them. God’s children are well acquaint-
ed with the hardships and trials that
‘are the lot of those who follow Jesus.
The record is that this world was not
‘a friend to him while here in the flesh,
and neither is it today friendly towards
those who contend for his prineciples,
but they have the assurance that they
shall ‘be brought forth more than con-
querors through him that loved them
and gave himself for them.

(3) “And they of the city shall
flourish like -grass of the earth.” Who

is it that shall flourish? They of the
city. What city? Mount Zion, the city
of God. The positive manner of the
language employed makes it certain,
both as to the fact and the extent to
which they shall flourish. We can well
imagine that we hear a great chorus
going up all over the country, saying,
“We are all dried up, and there seems
little or no life in us.” Notwithstand-
ing this, we are persuaded that our
text speaks the truth when it says,
“They of the city shall flourish like
grass of the earth.” Many of us know
how perfectly natural it is for the earth
to bring forth grass. It seems to be a
fixed trait of mother nature to cover
her footstool with grass after the pass-
ing of winter; it comes forth abun-
dantly almost universally, and not only
without the assistance of mankind in
great areas, but in spite of all that man
can do to prevent it in many places.
It is just as natural for the “new crea-
ture” to flourish by the rivers of the
water of life, for when one is born of
the Spirit, that life which is imparted
unto him is as certain to hunger and
thirst after righteousness as the sparks
are to fly upward, or that water is to
seek its own level. That which is coun-
terfeit will not satisfy the cravings of
such living souls, and they will be
found fighting the good fight of faith.
‘Such characters know how the grass
flourishes in the earth and that it can
bring forth nothing good. They become
absolutely convinced that nature’s bar-
ren soil cannot produce spiritual fruit,
therefore, they cry unto the Lord.
When the Lord is pleased to answer
their prayers they are witnesses to the
fact that the desert is made to blossom
as the rose. What wonderful music
there is when the barren are made to
break forth into singing, when their
hands are loosed and they are brought
on Pisgah’s top to view the wonders of
God’s redeeming love. One of the poets
described some of the wonders of this
city in the following lines:
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“Zion’s a city God hath blessed
With peace and everlasting rest;
A glorious city, strong and fair,
And Jesus dwells forever there.

Her ancient walls appear to be
The workmanship of Deity;
Founded in grace, they still appear
Without a flaw or chasm there.

Oft has this city’s strength been tried,
By mighty foes on every side;

But all in vain it yet has been,

She baffles Satan, hell and sin.

Count ye her towers, how high they rise,
Her golden spires, they pierce the skies;’
Her golden streets are fair to view,

Her palaces and bulwarks, too.

Then round her walk, her turrets tell,
Mark all her brazen bulwarks well;
Spread far and wide her deathless fame,
Her pearly gates and walls of flame.

Her founder’s love has ever proved,

Like Salem’s mount, which ne’er was moved,
'Tis fixed on this eternal base,

The grace of God, and gift by grace.”

This city, then, shall flourish like the
grass of the earth, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. If we have
been given a good hope, through grace,
in the mercy of God and can, by faith,
behold the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world, we are, in-
deed, the most wonderfully blest of all
peoples on the face of the earth. Let us,
therefore, lift up our voices, as much
as in us is, in songs of sublime adora-
tion and praise and extol the great An-
cient of days for his rich and distin-
guishing grace.

" (The above was by FElder Dodson in the
June, 1933 issue of the Signs.)

RESTITUTION
(Acts 3:21.)

A sister whose address is Harding,
West Virginia, wrote, asking as fol-
lows: “In the restitution of all things,
what will be the ‘all things’ that are to
be restored? I have never heard any
views on this neither have I been en-
abled to grasp its full meaning.”

We cannot tell why our ministers of
late years have been silent on this sub-

ject of “restitution,” unless it has been
simply because their minds have not
been exercised to speak and to write of
it. In looking back over the writings
of Old School Baptists years ago, one
occasionally comes across references to
this subject, which shows that our
people of former generations accepted
and believed the doctrine of “restitu-
tion.” Nowadays, however, when this
subject comes up, it seems to strike
many as something they never heard of
before. Thus, -it may be good for us to
be reminded of those things which we
have let slip through not having been
taught them. Restitution simply means
restoration, the act of giving back
what had at some former time been
taken away. In this connection, it
means restoring to the Jews what God
had deprived them of. It means re-
storing the Jews to their own land and
giving back to them the land taken
from them. Not only, however, does
restitution apply to giving back to the
Jews their former land, but it means
restoring the Jewish nation to covenant
relationship with the Almighty through
his Son Jesus Christ whom they re-
jected and crucified; but whom at his
appearing again they will believe in as
their Messiah and Redeemer. This can
take place only when the Gentile church
has been brought unto completion; and
from the signs now among us, we be-
lieve this is about at hand. Religious
organizations, that is the form of re-
ligion, may continue on for some time
to come, but the true body of Christ,
which is his church, seems to be about
finished. Already, and for some years
past, the world has been witnessing the
steady movement of the Jews toward
their. own land. The World War of
1914 to 1918 gave this movement a
great impetus, and since then it has
been growing by leaps and bounds.
“He shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you: whom
the heaven must receive until the times
of restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began.”
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Just exactly as the word here says, God
the Father will send to the Jews his
Son Jesus Christ. This Jesus was
before preached unto them in all the
types and shadows of the Mosaic cove-
nant. He was declared by all the
prophets unto them. It is perfectly
true that the Mosaic covenant was dis-
obeyed by the Jewish nation, wherefore
they were cast out; and since their be-
ing cast out, God through Christ by his
grace has brought the Gentile church
in. When this body of Christ is com-
pleted from among the Gentiles, then
will be brought to light the kingdom of
heaven among the restored Jewish rem-
nant in the land of promise. The cove-
nant made by God with Abraham was
before the law four hundred and thirty
years, and the law which was afterward
cannot by any means disannul the
promise which preceded the law. But
the Jews, as well as the Gentiles, can-
not come in by the works of the law;
they cannot possibly come into the king-
dom by flesh and blood: it must be by
promise and wholly by God’s grace. It
will not and cannot be by their own
might and power, but by the Spirit of
the Lord: This is why the present world-
movement of Zionism has about come
to a standstill on account of England’s
refusal to execute vigorously the man-
date over the land of Palestine assigned
to England by the League of Nations.
England is afraid to antagonize the
Arabs which are opposed to the Jews
coming back to Palestine. Thus, the
movement of Jews in that direction has
been slowed down, but it is with almost
breathless interest that we look for the
next development in world affairs which
will speed it up again. Jesus Christ is
at the present time in the heaven and
has been in the heaven ever since his
disciples with their own eyes beheld
him ascend up out of their sight; he will
appear again at the fullness of the
times of restitution, will appear to the
Jews, and when they see him next time
they will not say, “Away with him, cru-
cify him. We will not have him to rule
over us.” No, they will say, “Blessed is

he that cometh in the name of the
Lord.” They will gladly hail him as
their King and Messiah. There is no
spirituality in them as yet, and will
not be until they are circumcised in
heart, and that will not take place until
they are back in the land, as Moses says
in Deuteronomy xxx:6. There is not
a single one of the prophets but who
declares this restoration of the Jews
to their own land. As Acts iii:21, says,
“the mouth of all his holy prophets”
has spoken it. Moses, Ezekiel, Daniel,
Hosea, Amos, Jeremiah and Isaiah all
say so. Had we space, we would quote
them all. “Then shall the children of
Judah and the children of Israel be
gathered together, and appoint them-
selves one head, and they shall come up
out of the land: for great shall be the
day of Jezreel.” — Hosea i:11. “Thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, I will take
the children of Israel from among the
heathen, whither they be gone, and will
gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land: and I will
make them one nation in the land upon
the mountains of Israel; and one king
shall be king to them all; and they shall
be no more two nations, neither shall
they be divided into two kingdoms, any
more at -all.” — Ezek. xxxvii:21, 22.
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry
bones refers entirely to this time of
restitution, and not to the Gentile
church at all, though it is often made
to apply that way. You will note in
this vision of the valley of dry bones,
that the bones came together while
there was still no life in them; flesh and
sinews came upon the bones and yet
there wasg no life there. What an
amazing picture is this of the coming
together of Israel which we are wit-
nessing today! In all this world-union
of Jews everywhere for the purpose of
returning to their own beloved land,
there is no spiritual life from God yet.
Nevertheless, the bones are coming to-
gether and the flesh and sinews are
coming upon the bones. Never since
the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans under Titus in 70 A. D. has



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 43

there been such a world movement of
Israel toward their own land as in this
present time. We are today seeing the
verification of Ezekiel’s vision, and the
breath of spiritual life will be breathed
into this restored remnant some time
following their restoration to the land;
just when, God alone knows. They are
coming up out of their graves now, and
the “graves” in this instance mean the
different nations of the earth where the
Jews have been scattered during their
dispersion from their land. These
graves are now opening and the dry
bones are coming up out of them and
are coming to their fellow-bones and
are receiving flesh and sinews, yet are
still spiritually dead. The time of their
awakening, which will take place when
the Lord from heaven appears to them,
may be much nearer than we think.
Remember, it comes as a thief in the
night and none of us will know of it
until it is a matter of full realization.
Read Amos ix:14, 15; also Jeremiah
xxx1:10-14. Indeed, search through all
the prophets and then stand amazed at
the declared wonders of prophecy you
see revealed there. The marvelous work-
ings of God’s eternal plan and purpose
are nothing short of stupendous. The
present distresses among the nations
of the Gentile world are plainly of the
Lord, are plainly the fulfillment of his
written word. HEconomic depressions,
droughts, famines, wars, pestilences,
earthquakes, floods and all their kindred
ills are vials of the seven last plagues
being poured out from heaven, all to
wear down the political and world su-
premacy of the Gentiles to prepare the
way for the kings of the east, to usher
in the kingdom of heaven among the
restored Jews, and when that is done
the whole world will realize such a
blessing flowing to all nations because
of the kingdom of heaven, such an age
as the world has never yet seen. Then,
that which missionaries have been try-
ing to do for one hundred and fifty
years by proselyting and money rais-
ing will be done instantly, because it
is expressly declared in the prophets

that even the heathen shall know that
God is the Lord and that Israel is his
people, when the Lord shall set up his
kingdom to reign; in that day when he
shall take unto himself his great power
and shall reign. Prior to this coming
in of the kingdom, there will be some
kind of world-federation, a last and
most desperate effort on the part of
Gentile world-power to retain their
hegemony over the world which they
already feel slipping from their grasp.
When this world-federation is an estab-
lished fact, we shall expect to see the
“man of sin” at the head of it. But
it. will all go for naught. The final act
of this “man of sin” with the world
league backing him up, will be to move
against the helpless restored Jews in
the holy land; and that move will be the
last desperate act of the Gentiles to
retain their hold on world power. It
will be nothing short of suicide for
them.

In confirmation of this fact revealed
in Holy Writ, read Ezekiel thirty-eighth
and thirty-ninth chapters. There you
will find, just exactly as God has pre-
destinated it, the assault of allied pow-
ers against the restored Jews, which
will not only be fruitless, but absolutely
fatal to Gentile supremacy: they shall
die by thousands upon the mountains
of Israel and be buried there, not be-
cause the Jews will be able to defeat
them by themselves but because the
Lord will himself appear and fight
against them with the fire of his own
wrath and indignation. This ‘“day of
the Lord” shall not come until the
world shall first witness the rise and
supremacy of the ‘“man of sin” whose
number is 666. So Paul says in 2 Thes-
salonians ii:3, 4.

Strange as it may seem, the very day
we received the request from this sister
in West Virginia for information upon
this subject, we received the February
number of the Gospel Standard from
London. To our amazement, we found
in that number an article written by
Mr. J. C. Philpot in 1854, over three-
quarters of a century ago. We cannot
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forbear letting you have part of it, but
wish you could read all of it. It comes
from out the past as a startling con-
firmation of what we believe, but which
we find few people at the present time
do believe. Here it is:

“The restoration of the Jews to their own
land seems to us as clearly revealed as their
dispersion. (Deut. xxx:1-5.) It seems evident
from the words, ‘that the way of the kings
of the east may be prepared,’ that there will
be a gradual preparation for their return,
and that it will come to pass, not as a sudden
miracle or unexpected event, but will take
place as a matter long anticipated.”

Now, this is amazing when you con-
sider that when Mr. Philpot wrote these
lines Zionism was not heard of as yet,
and there was not yet any world-organi-
zation of the Jews in 1854. Mr. Philpot
bases his assertions entirely on the
Bible and not on the events of his time:
a most wonderful proof of the gpiritual
insight of Mr. Philpot into these hidden
things. Not one sgingle word of what
Mr. Philpot has written needs changing
in the light of what we know today:
events as they have come to pass show
clearly that Mr. Philpot was entirely
right. Let us quote him a little further:

“Most clear and distinet are the promises
that the ten tribes thus carried into captivity,
called in the Word of God from their leading
tribe, ‘Ephraim,’ and sometimes termed ‘Is-
rael,’ as distinet from the tribe called ‘Judah,
will be restored to their own land. We will
not multiply quotations. It will be sufficient to
refer our readers to the following passages:
Isaiah xi:11-14; Ezek. xxxvii:19-28; and to
one which, from its distinet mention of the
‘house of Joseph,’ that is, the ten tribes (Jo-
seph being the father of Ephraim), we can
hardly forbear quoting: ‘And I will strength-
en the house of Judah, and I will save the
house of Joseph, and I will bring them again
to place them; for I have mercy upon them;
and they shall be as though I had not cast
them off; for I am the Lord their God, and
will hear them.’” ‘I will bring them again also
out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out
of Assyria; and I will bring them into the
1and of Gilead and Lebanon; and the place
shall not be found for them.” (Zech. x:6, 10.)
The drying up of the river merely prepares
the way for the return; but years may inter-
vene before the event is accomplished, and
there appears every reason to believe that

Babylon will be destroyed before it takes place.
See Isaiah 14th chapter.”

So wrote the able Mr. Philpot sev-
enty-seven years ago. All that has
transpired in these seventy-seven years

does not make necessary the change of
a single word of his prediction. “Years
may intervene before the event is ac-
complished,” he says. Well, years have
intervened and it is being accomplished
under our very eyes. As events come
to pass day by day, they reveal what
has been in the Divine Mind from eter-
nity; history is nothing more or less
than the unrolling of predestination.
The Bible will interpret these events
as they come to pass, if only we are
given to understand them in the light
of the Spirit. It is good for us to watch,
and to pray as we watch. May the Lord
give us ever more and more of his
light and not leave us to sleep on in
darkness: that is, in ignorance of his
wonderful purpose.

(The above was an editorial by Elder H. H.
Lefferts in the April, 1931, issue, and is re-
published by request.)

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

Pursuant to the request of Bellview Prim-
itive Baptist Church, Roanoke County, Va.,
a presbytery met August 16th, 1969 at 8:30
p. m. for the examination of brother Lane
Carter and G. W. Conner, if found qualified
in accordance with the written word of God,
at the satisfaction and discretion of their
judgment, ordain the two above mentioned to
the full work of the office of deacon.

The solemnity was begun with prayer by
Elder J. L Bocock. All Elders and Deacons
of our faith and order present constituted the
presbytery. Those present were as follows:
Elders J. L. Bocock, L. J. Brammer, J. R.
Hollandsworth, Rufus Brown, W. M. Holland,
L. R. Agee and Donald E. Smith. Deacons:
Claude Hopkins, D. O. Chandler, Jr., Robert

Walker, Joe Mangum, P. D. Akers, Edwin

Dyer, Claude Johnson, Nelson Reed, Redge
Metz, Tiras Conner, G. T. Rakes, C. T. Ab-
shire, Jimmy Holley, P. L. Lynch, Roy Gear-
hart, W. R. Bernard, N. ¥. Conner, T. K.
Dalton, Brammer Nichols, L. C. Hunt and
Harry Cannaday.

The Presbytery was organized by electing

‘Elder L. J. Brammer as Moderator ‘and Elder
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Donald E. Smith as Clerk. Elders J. R. Hol-
landsworth and L. R. Agee were chosen to per-
form the examination of the candidates. Broth-
er Grover Cleveland Turner having been duly
appointed by Bellview Church in conference
August 16th, 1969, spokesman for the church
delivered brethren Lane Carter and G. W.
Conner to the presbytery. Examination was
made by Elders J. R. Hollandsworth and Lee
Roy Agee using scripture reference 6th chap-
ter Acts of the Apostles and 1 Tim. 3rd chap-
ter. The presbytery being satisfied with the
examination and answers given by the candi-
dates, administered the laying on of hands.
The ordination prayer was delivered by Elder
William Holland. Elder L. J. Brammer de-
livered the charge to the candidates. Scripture
reference, the Bible as a guide to be used in
their endeavors.

The Moderator asked Brother G. C. Turner
if the church approved the work of the pres-
bytery, which was answered in the affirmative.

A Certificate of Ordination was presented to
brother Lane Carter and G. W. Conner and
the right hand of fellowship and brotherhood
given. The two ordained deacons were deliv-
ered back to the church as ordained deacons
of the Old School, Primitive Baptist Church
at Bellview.

The minutes consisting of the work of the
presbytery were read and adopted. The pres-
bytery was dismissed with prayer by Elder
Donald E. Smith.

Elder L. J. Brammer, Moderator
Elder Donald E. Smith, Clerk

OBITUARIES
ELDER G. G. TREVATHAN

Elder G. G. Trevathan was born March 19,
1875, and was called to his eternal home June
6, 1969, making his sojourn on this earth 94
years and nearly three months. He was mar-
ried September 6, 1899, to Mary Stallings who
preceded him in death, on February 21, 1958.
To this union the Lord gave eight children,
five of them are survivors of their father.
They are Mrs. Emily Bullock of Pinetops,
N. C.; Mrs. Sarah Cousins of Rocky Mount,
N. C.; Earl of Fountain, N. C.; Fred of Farm-
ville, N. C. and W. C. of Pinetops, N. C.

Brother Gold, often called “Pop” by those
who loved him, united with the Primitive
Baptist Church at Lower Town Creek second
Sunday in June 1925, and was baptized by El-
der A. M. Crisp. He was examined and.or-
dained deacon in February 1926, and was
liberated to preach wherever he hoped to be
called in January 1928, and ordained to the
full work of the Gospel Ministry second Sun-
day in February 1938. The Elders who served

in the ordination were E. L. Cobb, J. D. Fly,
C. I. Robbins and J. C. Smith.

In the year of 1966 in August, he moved
his membership to the Falls Church, Rocky
Mount, N. C., and was a minister there until
his death. He lived to see two of his sons
baptized into the church he loved and to see
both of these ordained as deacons. He loved
to'be referred to as a little preacher, yet his
gift was wonderful and used so very much by
the churches in the Keheukee, and the Con-
tentnea Associations as well as the correspond-
ing churches in several surrounding states. He
was slow to speak. and yet there was much
wisdom in his council, and his advise was
sought after by the ministers, deacons, and
brethren who loved and respected him and his
gift so much. Many scriptures and thoughts
enter my mind as I think of his life, his min-
istry, his death and his hope of the resurrec-
tion, and T am inspired to write some of them
here.

Certainly a servant of God has fallen, a
servant called, qualified and sent forth into
Israel to serve His people, by Israel’s God;
and He has called His servant out of natures’
fallen estate. As He calls His servant home,
He only completes His oath given to all His
chosen servants, as it is given to David in
the 89th Psalm, “Once I have sworn to my
servant David, I will not lie, I will visit His
transgression with the rod, His inequities with
the stripes; nevertheless, I will not utterly
take my lovingkindness from Him, nor suffer
my. faithfulness to fail.” Thus, our hope is
bright, our faith strong, our aspirations made
secure by the divinity of the promises of God.
Because God swore an oath to His servants,
and in the completion of His oath, we are giv-
en grace to continue to press onward and up-
ward toward the mark of the prize of the high
calling as it is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Pop is “Pop” to so many children. To his
sons and daughters, grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and all
whom he held so dear by nature’s ties, and al-
so those he loved so much by the ties of the
Holy Spirit. He has been a member of two
Primitive Baptist Associations, the Kehukee
and the Contentnea, but his children reached
far beyond any associational barriers. In the
church of the Living God, he is loved and will
be greatly missed by so very many in North
Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina to my
own knowledge, and probably in other states
as well. He was, at the date of his passing,
pastor of Kitty Hawk Church, but served oth-
ers — Moores, Old Sparta, Nahunta, and oth-
ers that I cannot remember now. Not only
was he a God fearing called minister, but a
good pastor, a wise counselor, and a wonder-
ful yoke fellow in the ministry. He was espe-
cially kind to me and the young ministers of
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his day. He was always ready to assist in the
ordinances of the ‘chiirch, and willing to supply
the  churches: when the pastors needed to be
away. To sum this up, to us he was “Pop.”
“Honor thy father -and thy. mother, that thy
days may be long upon the earth which the
Lord thy God giveth thee,” writes Moses in
the law of God; “He that beginneth a good
work in -you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ,” writes the New Testament
writer; and ‘“The days of a man are three
score years and ten,” we do by faith hear the
inspired writers. When we hear these wonder-
ful scriptural promises we cannot help but
know that Pop was an inspired man of God.
We saw these scriptures fulfilled in his life
and now in his death. He was blessed preacher
of both the New and Old Testaments, but also
was wonderfully blessed with a vivid and real
experience of grace which was always a great
source of comfort to him, and he delighted in
preaching this glorious experience when he
was blessed to do so. He loved tangible things
in nature as well as in spirit. God’s people,
his neighbors, his friends, as well as his fam-
ily, were many times comforted by his precious
experiences of Grace.

Loving earthly things made him a good
witness, and some of the most precious mo-
ments of my life were those when we could
together witness the precious gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Being made so emphatically
a child of grace, he could preach the mercy,
love, faith, grace, long suffering, resurrection,
and ascension of Jesus Christ as few men
could parallel in his day. Certainly, we shall
miss him, but we cannot want him back to
suffer the hardships of this mortal life again.
Yes, we love him but do we want to see in his
countenance the lines of pain again? worry
again? uncertainty again? Being a man of
nature, he knew these adversaries over and
over again, but now he can know them no
more forever. How long must he wait? This
has been a great concern for me when I re-
member- that all of his servants must wait
until He comes again, but now I hope in His
merey, God showed me that the waiting is
over for the dead in Christ. He is as one
asleep who is awakened by his father in the
beauties of the morning, awakened to a new
and better day, no more heartache and yester-
day’s worries, pain and suffering washed away
by the blessed darkness of night, a new day,
a new beginning free from all but the pre-
cious love of God and His children in that
wonderful world where congregations never
break up and happiness shall never cease.

What is the resurrection like? How are the
dead raised up? In what body will they be?
Certainly we like may others think of these
questions, and there has been a time when
they were of much concern to me. But listen

to- the inspired work, “Thy dead men shall
live together with my dead body shall they
arise . . .”” God will give it a body that pleases
Him; today shall thou, not someone else, be
with me in paradise; whom I shall see for my-
self, mine eyes shall behold and not another,
when I wake in thy likeness I’Il' be satisfied;
this vile body fashioned like His own glorious
body. As we by faith hear these and so many
other beautiful promises that are made to the
servants of God, our concern is gone and we
are made to be at peace with our Saviour and
all just men.

John sums up our feelings when he writes,
“Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord,
yea, henceforth sayeth the Spirit, they do rest
from their labors and their works do follow
them.” These weeks have passed, and we miss
Pop greatly with full knowledge that we can
never in this world see him again, yet our
hope is strong that one day we will see him,
beyond the earth, in a never ending eternity
where the lights of the earth can never shine,
the sun and the moon will be of no effect be-
cause God Himself shall be the light of that
city. No darkness there, just one bright eter-
nal day of joy, because where there is no
darkness, there is no sin, and “Pop” will join
the children of the Heavenly King who shall
bask in the sunlight of God’s love forever in
that bright celestial city that shall continue
eternally, world without end.

Written by one who loved him,
A P. Mewborn

DEACON BERNARD G. BIRD

The Lord has seen fit to take home our be-
loved Brother, Bernard G. Bird. He was born
October 19, 1891 — died August 23, 1969. It
is with sorrowful heart the writer will try to
record of his life and death, but wish to be
submissive to the great I am. We feel that
our loss is his great reward.

Brother Bernard was raised a farm boy by
Primitive Baptist parents — Callie Hill Bird
and Callie Bird. In middle life he went into
Industrial work and moved to Huntington,
W. Va. There he joined the Harmony Church
and was baptized by the late Elder H. J. Bird.
He served this church for several years as
Clerk. In 1960 he moved his membership to
Providence Church and they ordained him as
Deacon. He fullfilled this to the best of his
ability. He never shirked and was always
working for the good of the church, never
thinking about personal rewards.

He filled his seat well. In his last sickness
(heart ailment) he came home from the hos-
pital on Friday and made arrangements to fill
his seat Saturday but his good wife arose Sat-
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urday morning and he had died in his sleep.

Brother Bernard, many times worked on the
church property when he was not able. He
had a love for the church and its members.
We don’t have words to express that love.

" He leaves a widow, Mrs. Vera Johnson Bird
and two children, Norma Bird and Violet Jane
Bird, and four grandchildren, and the church
to mourn their loss.

At his request his funeral was held in his
church house by his Pastor, Elder W. P.
Oneal. He was asgisted by Elder Veldon Linn
in the presence of a host of relatives and
friends.

-The church has lost a very able member,
We would like to be submissive to our God.
We feel that our loss was our Brother’s gain.

The writer feels that our Brother filled the
office of Deacon well, he nhever faltered but he
did not expect any reward, but was for the
love of his church and he never felt he had
done enough,

He will be mlssed by all, but the wrlter
feels that he filled out each allotted day well.

Done by the order of the Church Septemb'er
27, 1969.

Elder W. P. Oneal, Moderator
Virgil L. Byrnside, Clerk and Writer

LELA BRITTON

It was the request of the church at Bear
Grass for me to write an obituary of Lela
Britton.

It is indeed with tear dimmed eyes and a
heavy heart from a standpoint of nature that
I attempt to write a few words in memory
of one whom I loved so dearly.

My dear aunt, and our beloved sister, Lela
‘Wynne Britton, was born in Cross Roads
township 82 years ago on September 3, 1886,
the daughter of the late George: W. Wynne
and Margaret Peel Wynne. She was married
on December 10, 1905 to William Henry Brit-
ton who preceded her in death in 1950. To
this union were born six children, three boys
and three girls. One son preceded her in
death years ago. The five surviving children
are three daughters, Mrs. Helen Carson. of
near Robersonville, Mrs. Floyd Whitfield of
Hamilton, Mrs. Lela W. Leggett of Stokes,
two sons, J. D. Britton of Robersonville and
William C. Britton of Williamston. She had
.She had attended the Primitive Baptist Church
twelve grandchildren and eleven great grand-
children.

Sister Lela Britton unlted w1th the church
Saturday before the third Sunday in May
1948, and was baptized on: Sunday morning
at Everett’s Bridge by Elder A. B. Ayers.

Sister Lela- was a firm believer in  Salvation
by Grace and professed a precious hope in
an all wise and merciful God. She was most
faithful in church attendance, especially her
home church, up until three years before hey
death.  After a fall she became an invalid and
was" confined to her bed. She lived the remain-
ing three years as an invalid in the.homes of
her  daughters at various Ilengths of time.
She was devoted to-her family and always
found time to do for :others:whenever her
health would permit it. Everyone held her very
near -to  their hearts as: they :fellowshipped
with her whenever they ‘saw her. She was a
good mother and neighbor and friend to every-
one. She took her burden of afflictions with
patience and understanding that her Redeem-
er. would repay one-day. She enjoyed the com-
pany of others and relatives during her ill-
néss, -and she never failed: to recognize me
whenever .I. visited: her. She would always
call:me by my first name and talk very happy,
and sometimes I would hear her singing when
I would visit. After taking: her burden . of
illness for sometime in her heart and mind,
the end came gradually to our beloved sister,
Monday -evening, . May 19, 1969, .while she
was in the home of one of her daughters, Mrs.
Joseph Leggett of Stokes. :

'Her funeral was conducted in Biggs Chapel
in-Robersonville, N. C., by her pastor, Elder
E. C. Harrison, of the Bear Grass Primitive
Baptist Church. She was laid to rest in Rober-
sonville Cemetery in- the family plot with a
beautiful array of lovely flowers; to await
the resurrection _morn.,

Written by her niece,
Ethel M. Rogerson

‘MRS. KATE JOYNER BRADLEY. .

"1 have been given a mind to write a sketch
of the life and death of my dear aunt, Mrs.
Kate Joyner Bradley, whom I esteemed and
loved very much. She was born July 12, 1891,
the’ daughter of the late M. D. and Hester
Gray Joyner, and passed from the walks of
life  here suddenly April 10,1969, while visit-
ing a niece, Mrs. Ann Harvey, in Richmond,
Va. She was married to James Benjamin
Bradley who preceded her in death April 1,
1943 She was 77. o

“Aunt Kate, as I always called ‘her, was the
only active member of Old Kehukee Church,
‘(organized 1742), near Scotland Neck, N. C.
all ‘of “her life, but did not ask for a home
with’ them until August, 1966. She was bap-
tized by the pastor,Elder 8. R. ‘Boykin, -as-
sisted by Elders D. B. Handy and I. 8. Connor.

. One of the many good traits or character-
istics, which ~was through the goodness and
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mercy of our Heavenly Father, was her faith-
fulness to Kehukee Church. The members of
the other churches and friends will long re-
member how she begun her preparation for

each meeting well in advance. This was to
see that ample food was carried for each
meeting and all other necessities administered
including the provision for the pastor. All of
this will be long remembered. Though the
church had but one active member, yet she
(the church) lived as though there were many
in the militant state. This was a beautiful
sight. HMer neighbors said that she carried
much cheerfulness in dark hours and her con-
cern was for others so much of the time. She
loved people and possessed many friendships.

She leaves behind to mourn her passing
three sons, James E. Bradley of Wake Forest,
N. C.; Maurice D. Bradley, Tarboro, N. C.;
and Richard B. Bradley of South Boston, Va.;
eleven grandchildren and two great grand-
children.

Her funeral rites were held at the Scotland
Neck Funeral Chapel by Elder Boykin, as-
sisted by Elders D. B. Handy and I. 8. Connor,
with interment in Nahalah Cemetery. It is
my humble trust and hope that God in His
infinite love will raise her vile body at the
resurrection of. the just when the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords shall come the sec-
ond time, when corruption- will put on in-
corruption. There will be no more sting of
death when it is swallowed up in Victory. .

Her nephew,
Albert R. Cherry
Raleigh, N. C.

JAMES REUBEN HOOKS

James Reuben Hooks passed from this life
on August 16, 1969, at the age of seventy-
three. He was a son of Elder James Christo-
pher Hooks and Susan Barnes Hooks. He was
reared on his father’s farm near Fremont,
North Carolina. He was a veteran of World
War I, and a bookkeeper and farmer. In 1927
he married the former Oneida Brinn of Hert-
ford, North Carolina.

He was respected by all who knew him for
his strong moral character and unquestioned
integrity. He united with Aycock’s Primitive
Baptist Church on May 28, 1939, and was or-
dained a deacon a few years later.

He was an ardent believer in Salvation by
the Grace of God. We feel that in the words
of Tennyson, “He has met his Pilot face to
face, now that he has crossed the bar.”

Written by
Jimmy Aycock
Fremont, N. C.

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT
FOR SISTER LILLIAN ROSS

By request of this dear sister I will try to
write a short memorial to her. She was my
next door neighbor for over forty years. I felt
like she was more than a neighbor. We were
very close. We shared everything: in raising
our children, we shared sickness, and death,
joys, and sorrows. She joined the church at
Spring Green in September, 1914, and was
baptized with her dear companion. I never saw
any enjoy their church more. Their greatest
pleasure was in visiting other churches and
entertaining the members in their home. But
after she lost her dear companion it almost
ruined her. Her health failed and soon she
didn’t have a mind, and seemed to be living
in another world. She lived to be 80 years
old and passed away May 1, 1969.

. Her funeral was conducted in Spring Green
Church by Elder E. C. Harrison. Her body
was laid to rest beside her husband in Rober-
sonville Cemetery. She leaves several children
and grandchildren, a sister, and brother. I

often think how beautiful heaven must be,
sweet home of the brave and free. How I do
hope dear Lord there is a place for me.

Written by one who loved her,
Sister Annie Edmondson, Committee

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT

We, the Church at Tarboro, wish to bow
in humble submission to the passing of our
dear Brother Kelly Turner, since it has pleased
our Almighty God to take him from our midst.

Brother Turner was born May 17, 1891, and
died October 28, 1969, making his stay on
earth 78 years. For many years he was blessed
to attend our church before asking for a home,
which he joined in September, 1966. To know
him was to love him.

Now we, the Church, Resolve, 1. That we
feel our loss is his eternal gain. 2.  That our
sincere sympathy goes to his family and hope
they will continue to come to our meetings.
3. That three copies of this Resolution be
made: one for the Church, one to be sent to
the family, and one to be published in the
Signs of the Times.

This done by order at our November meet-
ing.

Elder D. B. Stokes, Moderator
John H. Coker, Clerk
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HEAVEN ANTICIPATED

O how the thought that I shall know
The Man that suffered here below
To manifest His favor
For me and those whom most I love,
Or here, or with Himself above,
Does my delighted passions move
At that sweet word — FOR EVER!

For ever to behold Him shine,

For evermore to call Him mine,
And see Him still before me!

For ever on His face to gaze,

And meet His full assembled rays,

While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory!

Not all things else are half so dear

As His delightful presence here —
What must it be in heaven?

'Tis heaven on earth to hear Him say

As now I journey day by day;

Poor sinner, cast thy fears away,

: Thy sins are all forgiven!

But how must His celestial voice
Make my enraptured heart rejoice
When I in glory hear Him!
‘While I before the heavenly gate
For everlasting entrance wait,
And Jesus on ‘His throne of state
Invites me to come near Him!

Come in, thou blessed, sit by Me;
With My own life I ransomed thee;
Come taste My perfect favour;
Come in, thou happy spirit, come,
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home —
Ye blissful mansions, make him room,
For he must stay for ever!

When Jesus thus invites me in,

How will the heavenly hosts begin
To own their new relation!

Come in, come in, the blissful sound

From every tongue will echo round,
Till all the crystal walls resound
With joy for my salvation!

Joseph Swain, 1761-1796
(Selected by C. W. Vass)

ENJOYED THE UNION MEETING
Dear Brother and Sister Spangler:

I want to write a few words about
how much I enjoyed the Union Meet-
ing at Dan River the 5th Sunday in
November. Elder Brammer was won-
derfully blessed to preach my feelings.
I certainly believe what he said, that
if you had the love of God in your heart,
you would love and fellowship all of
God’s little ones. It is pitiful, and I feel
sorry for any that cannot fellowship
their brothers and sisters. My concern
is, can they fellowship me?

I hope I love all the Lord’s people,
and that on my dying bed I will still
be blessed to feel that I have left non-
fellowship for none of them. There is
no greater blessing or sweeter times
in our lives than when our cup runs
over with blessings from our Heavenly
Father.

I enjoy coming to Dan River and
Reidsville Church. We hope the Lord
will spare you many years to serve his
people . . . I know you made the sweet-
est talk to Brother Key at his ordina-
tion, and he told me that it meant so
much to him. I felt that God came down
and blessed you dear soldiers of the
cross there.

I hope deep in my heart I am a child
of God, and love and fellowship all of
God’s people everywhere. I hope I am
your sister, as I am a begger for mercy.

Rena C. Smith
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THERE WAS NOTHING LACKING
Benton, Ky. 42025
Dear Editors of the Signs:

Find enclosed check for renewal of
Elder Paul Poyner’s subscription for
two years.

We are pleased to report that our
Soldier Creek Association, in its one
hundred twenty-fifth session, met in
peace at our sister church, New Provi-
dence, Calloway County, Ky., on Octo-
ber 10, 11, 12, 1969 ; with Elder Poyner,
Moderator. When we say “In peace,”
we mean there was no charge made
against any church or member. The
churches present answered, “In peace.”
We hope we are thankful to our Lord
for his mercy towards us poor, un-
worthy creatures.

We never before in my sixty years;
saw conditions as they were this year.
The few members of this church where
the association was held, were sick —
some under doctor’s care and unable to
attend, but tried to look after the wel-
fare of the guests. The beauty of the
fellowship and love shown to us by
friends who were not members! They
helped the members in every material
way necessary for the comfort and
pleasure of those attending the meet-
ing; and members of other churches in
the association opened their doors for
visitors, and there was nothing lacking
that human hands could- supply.

Surely the Giver of all good gifts
was the Way, the Life, the Light, the
Peace and the Comfort and Joy; for
where we could not see any way to
have a meeting, it was shown us that
we were gathered together in a way
we could not see, and made to sit to-
gether in heavenly places, and feast on
the riches of His love — forgetting the
frailty of humanity for a while, and
made to know how rich our Father in
Heaven is, and how all our need is sup-
plied. Jesus is our need, and in Him all
fulness dwells.

While it becomes a habit to meet in
our monthly meetings, our Union meet-

ings each year, and in our yearly Asso-
ciation meetings, it is good for us to
know and see that we cannot go or
come without the strength given, the
way provided, and all things supplied
by Him who is God of the whole earth.
There is nothing too hard for Him to
smooth, or too crooked for Him to
straighten. We of Soldier Creek Asso-
ciation surely learned again, “How
great God is!”’

May we never doubt His love for His
children whom He foreknew and elected
in His Son before the world began.

Effie Bowden

MUCH CONSOLATION
IN READING THE SIGNS

1414 Woody Trail, N. E.
Atlanta, Ga. 30319

Dear Sirs:

My mother is past reading the Signs
of the Times now, and her memory is
almost gone.

In cleaning her house, I found her
books of the Signs. I brought them home
with me, and I have gotten much con-
solation in reading them. It is food for
my soul for I believe it with all my
heart. If I did not believe the way the
Primitive Baptists do, I don’t think I
could face life for another day; for I
know that God has a purpose for all
things.

Please enroll my sister and me for
two years each on your mailing list,
for which I am sending a check . . .

Looking forward to receiving ‘the
Signs. My mother’s latest number is in
1960. Thanking you very much, and I
hope I have a fellowship in Christ with
all of His dear people.

Lovette McGinnis

HAS NOT MISSED AN ISSUE -

Rt. 87, Box 126
Shady Spring, W. Va. 25918
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Dear Editors of the Signs:

I regret that I let my subscription
be past due, and I am thankful for your
goodness in keeping it coming on, so
I have not missed an issue of the Signs.
I enclose $5.00 for renewal of one year,
and the balance to Elder Wood for
postage on the Minutes he sent me.

If .you have an extra copy of the

Minutes of the association that Elder
Woodrow W. Hudson belongs in, I
would like a copy of it. (Elder Hudson
please note and supply the request. —
Ed.) I believe he is a called servant of
God.
. I am sending a typed letter of Elder
C. K. Haines which appeared in the
May, 1910, issue of Spiritual Law Coun-
sel, which, in my judgment is to the
point of what I hope to believe today.
If it proves to your satisfaction, you
may reprint in the Signs. Elder Haines
is gone from the shores of trouble to
be with the Lord.

Thank you,
Wallace Harvey

(Thanks, Elder Harvey, we will republish
in this issue. What Elder Haines wrote is
what we also believe. — J. D. W.)

EVIDENCES OF GOD’S GRACE

13 Briar Drive
Hampton, Virginia 23361

Dear Signs of the Times:

I am sending a check to renew my
subscription. My dear sweet mother
(Callie Clark) ordered this dear book
for me. I enjoy reading the Signs of
the Times so very much. I have thought
about not renewing my subscription,
as I feel at times that I am out of
place reading the wonderful words that
this book contains. Although I would
miss the paper so much. I look forward
to each copy, and read them as soon
as I can after receiving them.

I am not a member of any church.
I don’t think I ever will be, for the
doetrine the good 6ld Primitive Baptists

teach is the only doctrine there is to my
belief, and I don’t deserve to be among
such sweet, humble souls, yet I go every
time I can. As far back as I can re-
member I have enjoyed going to hear
the Primitive Baptists. I have begged
in my weak and feeble way for years,
if it be God’s will to give me some
sign of a hope of eternal life.

I remember back in 1960 I went to
the hospital for a minor operation. Be-
fore they put me to sleep I tried again
in my weak way to ask God if it was
His will to spare me my life, if not to
forgive me of my many sins. I kept re-
peating this to myself until I was
asleep. While I was under the anaes-
thesia, I saw what looked like a big
mountain and behind the mountain was
a light. This light got brighter and
brighter and then the words: “Thy Sins
are Forgiven,” came up in letters. They
kept coming up small at first and get-
ting larger as they disappeared up into
the sky. I saw this in the sky for what
seems like a few minutes. When I
awoke I told the nurses, who were
mostly Catholics (as this was a Cath-
olic hospital) about my experience. I
said over and over, “God has forgiven
me of my sins.” They just patted me
on the arm and said, “Yes, we know.”
I kept on telling them that He really
had forgiven me of my sins. They didn’t
seem to care or understand. I wanted
them and the whole world to know how
happy I was. I felt that they should be
as happy as L

I don’t think as long as I live I will
ever forget that sweet and wonderful
feeling. I felt so close to God, so light,
no pain, just happiness. I felt like I
would never fear or be sad any more.
Although this feeling soon left me and
I felt like this wasn’t really meant for
me at all, as I was under anaesthesia
and not myself. I can’t explain but it
seems that the words were meant for
another body not the body that was now
living and breathing inside me.

Three days passed, the doctor came
in and told me that I must have major
surgery. This time before being put to
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sleep, again I tried to beg the good
Lord to spare my life if it was his will,
and if not to show me that the words
that I had seen before were really
meant for me and not for someone else.
This time while under the anaesthesia
I saw a small baby, just old enough to
sit alone, sitting on a table and then
the words seemed to say, “You were
forgiven for your sins since you were
that size.” This was oh so sweet but I
didn’t feel as happy as I did after the
first experience.

That’s been over ten years ago. I still
try and beg for mercy and hope, and
it seems that the better I try to live,
the more people I hurt. I go along at
times forgetting the good Lord, if ev-
erything is going along smoothly and
no one is sick. Then vile, sinful, and
selfish me when trouble or sickness
arises I try so hard in my weak way to
beg for mercy and help, as I know that
all our help, faith, courage and strength
comes from the Father above, and if
we are blessed to be in that blessed
number it surely is nothing that we
poor mortals have ever done, or will
ever be able to do. We are all in His
hands and think, Oh, just think what
wonderful hands to be in!

If T have written wrong I hope God
will forgive me. If this letter finds its
way to the wastebasket I will not feel
the least bit hurt or bad, for I feel at
times that I am trying to be something
that I am not by writing this, but for
some reason I had a desire to write.

Please pray for one who needs the
prayers of God’s Saints for 1 cannot
pray, but often find myself trying.

May God bless each Editor and their
household.

Ruth Turner
13 Briar Drive
Hampton, Va. 23361

SERMON SUBMITTED
FOR VOICES OF THE PAST

On November 9, 1969, the annual
meeting of the Bethel Association of

Southern Illinois was held jointly by
Bethel Church of Benton, Illinois, and
pleasant Hill Church of Johnston City,
Illinois. Nine Mile Church of DuQuoin,
Tllinois, sent a letter but was provi-
dentially hindered from being with us.

Thanking the kind providence of
God, who has preserved us until this
time.

The first session of the Bethel As-
sociation of Southern Illinois was held
in the year 1828: From then until now
she has preserved a correct record of
all her annual meetings. From its or-
ganization until now, we sincerely de-
sire that all shall know that we as an
association are yet standing unmoved
and contending for the grand doctrine
of Sovereign Grace, so highly esteemed
and dearly loved by the Bethel Associ-
ation of Southern Illinois.

We submit for “Voices of the Past,”
a sermon preached by the late Elder
C. M. Weaver, and recorded.

The recording was played at his own
funeral, there being no Primitive Old
School Baptist Minister available,

His last preaching service was Oc-
tober 1956, age 29 years. He passed
away January 15, 1957.

Submitted by Clerk of Association:

Allie Neal
R. R. #1
West Frankfort, Illinois

l(See Voices of the Past.)

ELDER ATTEBERY IS NOT WELL

1042 bth Street, Apt. 8
Crescent City, Calif. 95531

Dear Editors of the Signs:

Enclosed is $6.00 for renewing my
subscription, and the remainder is for
the Indigent Fund.

At times I cannot write — too many
years behind me (84), otherwise I am
quite well and can get around better
than some men at fifty years.

I have a letter from my brother W. O.
Hall, at Mount Vernon, Washington,
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stating that our beloved brother, Elder
Attebery, is in bad shape physically.
He was at his son’s in Vancouver,
Wash., and was taken to near Spokane
for treatment. I hope and pray that he
may overcome his sickness. We would
miss him more than tongue can tell.

We all have our afflictions. The Apos-
tle Paul said that when we were illum-
inated we had a great fight of afflic-
tions. How true it is! We trust in God
and our Lord Jesus Christ for all
things — without Him we cannot do
anything. I am so far from any church.
I hope to be able to attend some meet-
ing next summer, if it is the Lord’s
will. My brother, W. O. Hall, is afflicted
with ear and head trouble; and my
memory hag failed me so that I cannot
quote Scriptures like I used to.

The grace of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

Evan Hall

“STILL STANDING FIRM”
Swansboro, N. C. 28584
To the Editors:

According to the record, the Signs
of the Times, was established in the
year 1832 by the late Elder Beebe and
has been in continuous publication since
that time, which has been one hundred
and thirty-seven years. What a miracle,
with all the opposition to the doctrine
of predestination and salvation by grace
that some men could muster, it has
withstood their onslaughts, and is, even
in this year 1969, still standing firm
for the principles on which it was
founded. We mention this as an evi-
dence that certainly it was in the provi-
dence of God for it to survive these
many years; and to be blessed in these
recent years with godly men such as
now constitute the Editorial staff, to-
gether with those who have supported
its publication in other ways, by the
grace of God, to uphold its banner.
Nothing but the love for truth, the
cause and His people, we believe has

been the motivating spirit that has sus-
tained you, and those before you, in
your untiring efforts in making it pos-
sible and available to those that have
been made to love the doctrine that it
supports.

“IS THERE NOT A CAUSE.” He
has promised to never leave nor for-
sake his children. The Lord only knows
how many have been comforted by the
writings that have appeared over these
many years, that were providentially
hindered by illness and other ways
from attending church services. The
Signs has been a Godsend to those who
were shutins and could not meet with
their brethren as so many of us are
blessed to do.

Ag this year 1969 draws to a close,
we wish for each of you and the whole
household of faith the blessings of the
Lord upon you and your families. As
we look around, there are so many faces
that have been removed from our midst.
Yet we cannot wish them back or ques-
tion the will of God. He is able and will
call men of His own choosing to preach
the gospel to the poor.

Our hope and prayer would be for
the Lord to continue to bless you to
carry on the good work that He has
enjoined upon you to do, throughout
the coming new year and in the years
to come. May He give you strength and
grace to publish the Word of God and
the Lord’s people be comforted. It is a
source of joy to read from the hand of
those in all sections of our country when
they testify to the things that we our-
selves have been made to believe.

We do not recall having seen in print
the experiences of Elders Spangler or
Wood nor the associated editors, in
their call by grace and to the ministry.
Hope that we can see them published
gsometime in the future.

Enclosed you will find check in the
amount of $5.00. The extra dollar for
the Indigent Fund, the four dollars,
subscription to the Signs for one year.

May the Lord bless His people,
J. J. Rhue
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LETTER FROM
BROTHER B. K. SMITH

Camp Drake, Japan
December 13, 1969

Dear Brother and Sister Wood:

I received your letter and was de-
lighted to hear from you; regret 1 have
not written you for so long. I was
grieved to hear of the passing of
Brother and Sister Norman whom I
loved dearly, but feel that our Lord is
in the matter of all things.

I have not been exercised freely to
write due to many reasons: feeling to
have been cut off, as it were, but never-
theless God’s will is done as it pleased
Him in eternity before the foundation
of the world. I have had a desire to
write to the brethren everywhere, ex-
pressing the love I believe to be in my
heart towards them one and all, if I am
not deceived . . .

I do not desire to be involved in mat-
ters pertaining to the flesh, for I have
found, according to my experience, that
my own sins have gone over my head
and swallowed me up; yet I am given
a hope in the mercy of the Sovereign
God who through Jesus Christ over-
came the world, and is Creator and
Master, declaring all things whatsoever
for a purpose unto himself — to his
own pleasure, praise, honor and glory.

I find that I am in a straight betwixt
the two. If it be His will, and if I am
not deceived, then I must advocate that
Christ came into the world to save sin-
ners: those sinners who were given a
law which could not be kept: there-
fore by the foreknowledge of God and
His determinate counsel, He delivered
the Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ
for the atonement of the sins of His
people whom He loved from before the
world was. The Lord does not need to
prove to any person anything, for He
is no respector of persons. All things
come to pass according to His will, for
He did predestinate all things whatso-
ever to his good pleasure. He created
good and evil ag it pleased Him, for he

is God and there is none elge. There is
no other God besides him.

How I like to think that I love the
Lord; yet I know that if I sincerely
love Him it is because he willed it so.
If T ask of him anything I am brought
to the lowest of the low begging for
mercy, and that his will be done, hav-
ing confidence in a hope even against
hope, that it is just as it is for he de-
clared the end from the beginning —
a finished work from before the founda-
tion of the world. His people are scat-
tered, yet He will gather them together
in a perfect love without blemish or
spot, according as it is written in the
testimony of Jesus Christ, our Scrip-
tures, which bear witness with our own
experience. How sweet it is! I hope my
sufferings are for Christ’s sake.

The Lord blessed me by his grace
with an heart attack on November 1,
1969, and I can honestly say that a
prayer was not in me as in fear. The
words came to my mind, “God moves
in a mysterious way his wonders to per-
form.” I had no fear that I know of,
though I was aware that I was near
death in a natural sense, and I longed
not to leave my beloved wife and sons.
Yet I was given a consolation that God
does “Move in a mysterious way his
wonders to perform.” I had no choice
in the matter, and had I any fears I
was relieved.

I believe that I witnessed an experi-
ence that I shall never forget, and yet
it goes beyond my comprehension. The
Lord willing, someday perhaps I can
relate it to you. I have not been so
blessed to express the matter as it ap-
peared to me, although I did make men-
tion of it in a letter to my Mom and
Dad. The fulness of it escaped me, yet
I appeared to be floating through a
garden towards what appeared to be
a corner room in a great mansion. It
was not light but light enough that I
could see it was a garden. I saw a
brightly lit room that was occupied by
a number of people, who appeared to be
clothed with gowns or robes; and I
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knew them. Yet I cannot tell that I
knew them, only that I felt to know
them, and it was pleasant. But as I
came to the door, one turned to face
me, and grew nearer. I cannot describe
my exact feelings except I felt to know
Him. I noticed that his robe was of
many colors. They were not run to-
gether, and I do not recall specifically
the colors; but it appeared to be beau-
tiful. His hair was not long nor short,
but shown brightly as if it were ar-
rayed with sparkling stones; and as
we came face to face, He closed the
door — and I found myself fighting
the medical people there in the emer-
gency ward.

I do not know if this was an experi-
ence of any significance, but it was my
experience during that period. I have
been hospitalized now for 44 days, and
was moved from Vietnam to here in
Japan.

I have wanted to write many times,
and have thought of you all constantly.
If T know my mind, and I hope I do,
I feel a deep love for you, not only be-
cause of our hope, but according to the
flesh also. I hope the Lord has enabled
me to be thankful to have been with
you, and for the love that is in my heart
for you. I cannot help but believe that
all things are by the grace of God —
that by his grace all things come to
pass. I hope I believe that Christ came
into this world to suffer and die, and
arise for the salvation of His chosen
vessels of mercy, whose names were
written in him before the foundation
of the world. Paul said, “I am what I
am by the grace of God.” He also wrote
my hope in saying that he thanked God
that Christ came into the world to save
sinners of whom he (Paul) was chief.
I would have to say that if T am not
deceived, this is my experience.

Give my love and regards to all the
kindred in hope there with you. I sin-
cerely hope that if I have a prayer, it
is continuously for the comfort of God’s
people who are scattered abroad in ev-
ery nation, kindred and tongue; that
His will be done according to his own

purpose, pleasure, praise, honor and
glory. I beg that the Lord will forgive
error, and give you a charitable mind
towards me, for I am but a worm of
the dust, finite, fallible, and subject to
all error. If there be any truth herein,
I hope the praise is to our Creator God
through Jesus Christ the Lord and
Saviour.

My love to you is more than words
can express. May the Lord continue all
blessings upon you and keep you stead-
fast in the faith wherein you are well
grounded, is my prayer for Christ’s
sake,

A little brother in hope,
B. K. (Bud) Smith

“WILL NOT ENDURE
SOUND DOCTRINE”

Greetings:

I feel impressed to write unto you
to comfort you in this day of fiery trial
and affliction that was foretold by our
dearly beloved apostles. “Think it not
strange,” said the apostle, “for the time
will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears.” (II Tim.
4:3) This was said by the apostle while
he looked into the future by the eye of
faith; was inspired to speak as the
Spirit gave him utterance. This state-
ment was made directly to the church,
and was given as a warning of just
what should transpire in the church,
and was as positively predestinated of
God as were the words inspired of God.

The true servant of God did not say
the time may come, but said the time
will come; he did not say they may
not endure sound doctrine, but he did
say they will not endure sound doe-
trine; he did not say they might heap
to themselves teachers having itching
ears, but he said after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves, ete. Scrip-
ture teaches us very plainly that in all
ages of the world there is a class of peo-
ple that will not endure sound doctrine,
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and the scripture plainly shows them
up as being very apt and zealous wor-
shipers, and at this day we have them
going about crying, Peace, Peace, when
there is no peace, seeking to establish
a righteousness of their own, and in
so doing they deny the righteousness
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Dear child of
God, the prophecy of our beloved apos-
tle is today come to pass and is in our
midst. Men whom we did look upon as
being sound in doctrine have now
proved beyond a doubt that they will
not endure sound doctrine and have
turned away from the truth and are
now turned unto fables.

If our blessings depend upon our
obedience, then it is a fact that salva-
tion is not now nor never was by grace.
If by Christ’s obedience many were
made righteous, then it is a fact that
such blessings come to us by Christ’s
obedience and not by our own obedience.

If we obey God in order to get bless-
ings, then do we worship God for
naught? If he hath delivered us, and
doth deliver us, do we trust that he
will yet deliver us? If faith is counted
to us for righteousness, then is any
man justified by works? If known unto
God are all his works from the begin-
ning, and we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, whose good works are they,
ours or God’s? If God ordained that
we should walk in them; if the good
works are in Christ, whose good works
do we walk in, ours or Christ’'s? If
they will not endure sound doctrine, is
it because they do not exercise the will?
If God works in us both to will and to
do of his good pleasure, can we will
or do without his good pleasure? If
predestination is the purpose of God
covering all events, is there any event
that God’s purpose does not cover? If
God declared the end from the begin-
ning, did He declare the events between
the end and beginning? If not, do they
fall out by chance? If all things work
together for good, can anything work
for bad? If so, does the wrath of man
praise God? If Christ is: the vine and

we are the branches, do the branches
bear fruit of their own will? If so, why
don’t they bear fruit in the wintertime?
If the branch cannot bear fruit without
the vine, then it is evident that there
will be no fruit until the vine pro-
duces it.

If they that are of God hear God’s
words, are they who will not endure
sound doctrine of God? Is time con-
ditional salvation sound doctrine, and
if so, is salvation by grace unsound
doctrine? If grace and truth came by.
Jesus Christ, who did time conditional
salvation come by? If our blessings de-
pend upon our obedience, are they ac-
cording to the choice made in Christ
before the foundation of the world? Do
we obey to get a blessing, or do we obey
God because we are blessed; and if so,
then is not the blessing the cause of
our obedience? If by our obedience we
can escape the chastening of the Lord,
are we sons or bastards, which? If
teachers having itching ears turn from
the truth, do they preach the truth? If
the grace of God brings salvation and
blessings, mercy and peace, what more
do we need? I myself realize after I
have done the best I can, I am only
an unworthy and unprofitable servant,
I do not feel worthy of the blessings T
do receive.

Dear child of God, let us hold fast
to the sound doctrine of God, and ever
remember that He is before all things,
and by him all things consist.

Your servant in bonds and affliction,

(Elder) C. K. Haines
Princeton, Kentucky

(The above by the late Elder Haines is
copied from the May, 1910, issue of the
Spiritual Law Counsel, and republished by
request.)

“AND THEY SHALL
BE MY PEOPLE”

2463 Fernleaf Lane
Decatur, Georgia 30033

Elder John D. Wood
P. O. Box 186
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Manassas, Virginia 221107
Dear Elder Wood:

For a short time past, I have had a
desire to write some comments on the
passage of scripture, “I will put my
law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.”
(Jer. 31:33) But when I considered
that perhaps numerous articles may
have been written by ministers and
others and sermons preached on the
passage, 1 have hesitated the attempt
to write. Still the desire remains; and
the attempt.

In order to get a broader view of the
passage quoted and a foundation for
some comments, it seems in order to
quote more in the same chapter:

“Behold the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah: Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers
in the day that I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although I was an husband unto them,
saith the Lord: But this shall be the
covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my lew in their
tnward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And they shall
teach no more every mon his neighbor,
and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all know
me, from the least of them wunio the
greatest of them, saith the Lord; for 1
will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.” (Jer.
81:81; also Heb. 8:8, 12)

First some attributes of God. Accord-
ing to the scriptures some of the at-
tributes are:
~ OMNIPOTENT -~ Unlimited in
power.

“Declaring the end from the begin-
ning . . . saying my counsel shall stand,
and I will do all my pleasure.” (Isa.
46:10)

“And I heard as it were the voice of
a great multitude . . . saying, Alleluia:
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”
{Rev. 19:6)

OMNISCENT — Infinite wise.

“Great is our Lord, and great power;
his understanding is infinite.” — Ps.
147:5)

“Known unto God are all his works
from the beginning of the world.” (Acts
15:18)

OMNIPRESENT — Everywhere
present at once, at the same time.

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit?
or whither shall- I flee from thy pres-
ence?’ (Ps. 139:7, 10)

“Neither is there any creature that is
not manifest in his sight: but all things
are naked and open unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do.” (Heb.
4:13)

ETERNAL — Everlasting, changes
not.

“. .. from everlasting to everlasting
thou art God.” (Ps. 90:2)

“. . . the King eternal, immortal, in-
visible, the only wise God —.” (1st
Tim, 1:17)

JUST AND HOLY —

“A God of truth and without iniquity,
just and right is he.” (Dt. 32:4)

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al-
mighty.” (Rev. 4:8)

He is a spirit and a God of love and
of mercy.

“In the beginning God, created the
heaven and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1) “He
created man in his own image.” (Gen.

1:27) Then, “. . . the Lord God
FORMED man of the dust of the
ground, . . .” (Gen. 2:7)

“All things were made by him; and
without him was not anything made
that was made.” (St. John 1:3)

Now for some comments on the sub-
ject: “I will put my law in their in-
ward parts, and write it in their
hearts.” (Jer. 31:33) Paul’s language,
“I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their Hearts.” (Heb.
8:10) :
The immediate consideration is, “My
law.” Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance,
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lists the word “law,” 290 times in the
O. T. and 216 times in the N. T., and
of the latter, 77 times in Romans.

What is Law? The definition I like
is that by Wm. Blackstone in his “Com-
mentaries on the Laws of England”:
“Law in its most general and compre-
hensive sense, signifies a rule of action
-— prescribed by some Superior, and
which the inferior is bound to obey.”
He further comments in part, “And
first, it is a rule: something permanent,
uniform, and universal.”

PERMANENT — Something fixed,
invariable, as the revolving and rotat-
ing of the earth, the law of gravity.

UNIFORM ~— Not varying, same
form.

UNIVERSAL — The whole, all, en-
tire, present everywhere.

When the unerring time for spring
comes, and the sun warms the ground,
the plants and trees take up the sap:
it produces the green leaves and fruit
“after its kind.” The chlorophyll turns
the leaves green. When autumn arrives,
and the sap is no longer taken up, and
as the chlorophyll diminishes, the pig-
ment in the leaves is manifested in the
different colors. All of this is by the
predetermined law by the Creator.

The Psalmist David, after reciting a
number of works of the Lord, says, “O
Lord, how manifold are thy works! in
wisdom hast thou made them all: the
earth is full of thy riches.” (Ps. 104:24)
It might be noted in passing that this
is the only chapter in the Bible in
which the word “sap” is found.

One of the laws of psychology is,
that when a stimulus — an experience
is carried over the nerves to the brain
there is an impression made on the
brain. The intensity and/or the fre-
quency of the expérience determines
the extent of the impression. When the
same like stimulus or experience is had,
memory of the former experience is
called to mind, giving knowledge of that
experience. This is a wonderful work
of the Creator. David said, “I will
praise thee; for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.” (Ps. 139:14)

In the passage under consideration,
the Lord said, “I will put MY LAW,”
— it is not some other law. I Dbelieve
he was speaking of his Divine Law,
his Spirit. It is written IN the heart
for a permanent record and feeling, and
INTO the mind to give knowledge.
When the spirit is written in the dead
sinner’s heart and it is made manifest,
it produces an effect. He is made alive,
the light shining in the heart causes
the sinner to see his condition in na-
ture: that he is vile, a sinner, made
low and helpless in feeling, and that
he is unfit to grace the Divine Heaven.
David said, “Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me.” (Ps. 51:5) Jeremiah said,
“The heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked: who can know
it.” (Jer. 17:9) When God’s Spirit is
put into the mind, then the sinner has
knowledge of his condition. Man by
nature is dead to the divine law of God.
Any dead subject has no power to move,
act, or think. He can not acquaint or
introduce himself to the Lord; it is the
Lord who makes the introduction to
those he has chosen. “For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace.” (Romans
2:6)

When the divine law shines in the
heart and is put into the mind, all are
brought to one common feeling and
knowledge of his low and helpless con-
dition, unworthy to approach unto High
Heaven. Here the application of the
Divine Law, the rule by the Superior,
brings all to a wuniform feeling. Also
the law is universal in its application;
it matters not where the subject may
be, ‘God is there, and able to reach all;
and “None can stay his hand.” God’s
mercy and saving grace is what a live
sinner desires. Here may I inject the
thought, that it is evident a greater
measure of God’s Spirit is given to his
called ministers than to others.

Here I would like to briefly consider
“the house of Israel and the house of
Judah,” in the passage quoted above.
The Lord told Jeremiah, and quoted by
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Apostle Paul, that he would “make a
new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.”

I understand that the house of Israel
and the house of Judah refer to those
of God’s Church, the body of Christ,
God’s elect, chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. If this is true,
was God unjust or unrighteous in not
electing all, or not giving all a chance
to be saved? Not, as I believe it. God
does not operate on a chance system.

The Lord said to Jeremiah, ‘“Before

I formed thee in the belly I knew thee
— and I ordained thee a prophet unto
the nations.” (Jer. 1:5) Again he said
to Jeremiah, “Arise, and go down to
the potter’s house, and there I will cause
thee to hear my words. Then I went
down to the potter’s house, and behold,
he wrought a work on the wheels. And
the vessel he made of clay was marred
in the hands of the potter: so he made
it again another vessel, as seemed good
to the potter to make it. Then the
word of the Lord came to me saying,
O house of Israel, cannot I do with you
as the potter? saith the Lord. Behold,
as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so
are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.”
(Jer. 18:2, 5)
- It is noted that the first vessel of
clay the potter made was marred in
his hand, and the implication is, the
second or ‘“another wvessel” was not
marred, “as it seemed good to the pot-
ter to make it.” So is the house of
Israel in the Lord’s hand. When God
created and formed man he was made
subject to sin, and when Adam trans-
gressed the law, (not by choice or
chance) sin fell on all succeeding gen-
erations. The other vessel the potter
made, I believe, represents the elect
house of Israel and house of Judah,
those for whom Christ came and re-
deemed. “For what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh.” (Romans
8:3)

The Lord said to Job, “Where wast

thou when I laid the foundation of the
earth? declare if thou hast understand-
ing.” (Job 38:4) Also to Job, “Wilt
thou also disannul my judgment? wilt
thou condemn me, that thou mayest be
righteous.” (Job 40:8) “My doctrine
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall
distill as the dew . ..” (Det. 32:2) “So
shall my word be that goeth forth out
of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isa.
55:11)

Some 660 years after Jeremiah, the
Lord speaking through the Apostle
Paul, declared, “Nay but, O man, who
art thou that repliest against God?
Shall the thing formed say to him that
formed it, why hast thou made me
thus? Hath not the potter power over
the clay, of the same lump to make one
vessel unto honor, and another unto
dishonor? (Romans 9:20, 21)

- Jesus said, “Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you.” (John 15:16)
Also he said, “I thank thee O father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes. Even so, Father: for it
seemed good in thy sight.” (Mat. 11:25,
26) (Note the past tense, “seemed.”)

In conclusion, a brief personal note.

The experience of the Apostle Peter
just before the Crucifixion of Christ,
when Peter promised and avowed he
would go with him even unto death, and
then denied Christ three times, but the
Savior told Peter, “I have prayed for
thee.” (Luke 22:31, 34) This has been
and is a great consolation and comfort
to me. The reason why:

During World War One I was on the
Meuse-Argonne Battle Front 22 days.
The U. S. Army, 4th Division that I
was in, after a few days taking certain
ground, was holding a portion of the
battle line. My buddy (Burger from
Penn.) and I had dug a shallow dugout
in the rocks and roots for a shelter and
sleeping or staying in during the night.
Late one afternoon the shelling seemed
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to be more than usual. Some of the
shells were hitting in or near other
shallow dugouts, and some of the sol-
diers were calling for stretcherbearers.
A shell hit near the head of our dug-
out and knocked small rocks and dirt

in on us. I said to my buddy, “It looks
like our time is next.” The unexpected
reply came, “Trust in Jesus.” Some-
how, I felt that my mother, who was
of the Primitive Baptist faith, was of-
fering a prayer for me. If I have ever
prayed it was there. I promised the
Lord if he would return me home, I
would ever do his will. I saw a bright
soft light momentarily hover over the
dugout, and I was given a feeling of
relief. This is no fantastic story with
me.

It is this solemn promise to the Lord
on the battle front in France, and a
multitude of others since, I have brok-
en, that makes the experience of Peter
on the occasion mentioned, so sweet to
me.

When the sinner is arraigned before
the High Divine Court of Justice to be
judged for his fitness in a home in
heaven, his plea is Unworthy, Guilty,
Guilty. His petition: “God be merciful
to me a sinner.” (Luke 18:13) Then to
hig elect the glorious news, ‘“Then shall
the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.”
(Mat. 25:34)

I hope that I may be among the num-
ber.

Elder Wood and Elder Spangler, do
with this as you see fit as to the Signs
of the Times.

In hope of a home in heaven,
Reuben A. Braswell,

SIGNS SETS FORTH
WHAT HE BELIEVES

P. O. Box 9134
Springhill, W. Va. 25309

Dear Brethren:

I see that my subscription hag expired
with this issue, so am sending money
order for one year renewal, and the
remainder to use as you see fit.

I enjoy the Signs very much, for if
I know what I believe, it sets forth the
doctrine of a Sovereign God — the God
of all grace, and a whole and complete
Saviour who is not going to save if one
will let him, but has already done it,
saying he would bring his children with-
out the loss of one; and that his own
arm has brought salvation.

I enjoy the Editorials so much, and
for some cause I especially enjoy your
writings Elder Wood. My grandson,
B. K. Smith, has mentioned you and
Sister Wood often, and it makes me
want to meet you. I have received word
that he has suffered an heart attack
in Vietnam, and later heard that he
was improving.

May it be the will of the most high

God to bless you all. An unworthy
brother in hope of eternal life.

John J. Smith, Sr.

(Our latest word from Brother “Bud” Smith
is that he was removed to Japan from Viet-
nam, and is greatly improved. See his letter
this issue. — J. D. W.)

A FEAST OF FAT THINGS

Rt. 2, Box 518
Bassett, Va. 23055

Dear Editors of the Signs:

I enjoy reading the dear Signs so
much. It is a feast of fat things to
read the sweet experiences of God’s
little ones. Jesus told Peter, “Strength-
en thy brethren.”

1 feel that the wonderful writings
that God’s called ministers are given
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grace to write, are food from God’s
blessed hands. How sweet it is to be
given a crumb of the life-giving bread!
If not deceived, He in his great love has
comforted me many, many times when
I felt that surely I was a poor, mistaken
mortal: T feared that I had “caught the
shadow and missed the substance.”

I feel that God in mercy often hides
His face to show poor ones like me how
weak and helpless we are. All of His
ways are good, right and just. He has
been so good to me all of my days.

I have enjoyed Elder Wood’s good
sermons in the Signs, and also Elder
Lambert’s; and the “Voices of the Past”
are so good to read. I hope to be blessed
to read the Signs as long as I live.

May God be pleased to continue to
lead, guide and bless the dear Editors
as He has all the years it has been com-
ing to us hungry ones. I am sending
renewal for two more years; and bal-
ance for Indigent Fund.

Your least sister, if one,
Callie Clark

BLACK RIVER UNION

The next session of the Black River Union
is to be held, the Lord willing, with the Black
River Church, which is located on the east
side of Dunn, N. C. just east side of I-95
highway.

All who love the doctrine of Salvation by

Grace are invited to attend.
C. D. Turner

ORIGINAL WHITE OAK UNION

The next session of the Original White Oak
Union is appointed to be held with the Ba&
Church, the Lord willing, the fifth Saturday
and Sunday in March, 1970. The church is
located about one mile west of Verona, North

Carolina. We invite all lovers of the truth to
come and worship with us.

L. H. Southerland, Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION
The Staunton River Union meeting is to be
held, the Lord willing, with Cane Creek Prim-
itive Baptist Church the fifth Sunday and Sat-
urday before in March, 1970.
The church is located on Highway 726 in
Pittsylvania County, near Ringgold, Virginia.

All who love the truth are invited to meet

with us.
Fannie D. Wiles, Church Clerk
14 Brown Lane
Danville, Va. 24541
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INDIGENT FUND
(To January 1, 1970)
Preston Gay, N. C.oiriieiieee $ 3.00
Mrs. Oscar Lilliard, N. Coomiiies 6.00
Mrs. Vivian Hardy, N. Cooooie 2.00
Lelah R. Hill, Calif.

(in memory of parents) ... 50.00
Elder Louis Stewart, Miss....ccciiee 1.00
Mrs. R. C. Hooker, N. Cuoiimieiieies 3.00
A Friend, Calif. ... 10.00
Trma Messick, Del.. o 2.00
Callie I. Clark, Ve 3.00
Evan Hall, Calif. ... 1.00
Dr. E. R. Warren, N. Coooooieeee 2.00
Mrs. Harvey White, D. C... i 3.00
Dr. 0. G. Davis, N. Coo i 5.00
W. H. Dean, Ala. .o 2.00
Ada Draper, Va. e 1.00
Mamie Ferguson, Va....... 1.00
Durwood Bradley, TeX....iiiaiinne 25.00
Mrs. Cooper Hall, N. Corie 3.00
Ruth Turner, Va. .. 1.00
J. J. Rhue, N. Cuoiie e 1.00
Mrs. Ellis Hodgins, Can.........ccooiveeeeeees 3.00

Mr. and Mrs. Allie Neal (in memory

of Elder €. M. Weaver, TIL) ... 50.00



62 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Danville, Virginia March, 1970

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Subscription price $4 per year — $7 two years
Puyblished each month by
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.

_ Established 1832
Devoted to the Old School Baptist Cause
BUSINESS OFFICE
R. F. D. 1, Box 539, Beechwood Lane
Danville, Va.
EDITORS
Elder David V. Spangler
R. F. D. 1, Box 539, Beechwood Lane
Danville, Va. 24541

Elder John D. Wood

P. O. Box 186, Manassas, Va. 22110
ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Elder W. D. Griffin
39 Welsh Tract Road,
Newark, Deleware 19711

Elder E. J. Lambert
306 Richardson St.,
Winnsboro, Texas 75494

Elder George Ruston
Dutton, Ontario, Canada

All letters for this paper containing sub-
scriptions and remittances should be
mailed to Danville, Virginia, as shown
below. All notices of meetings and obit-
uaries should be mailed directly to P. O.
Box 186, Manassas, Virginia 22110.
Articles for publication may be mailed
to either address.

: SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.

R. F. D. 1, Box 539 Beechwood Lane

' Danville, Va, 24541

EDITORIAL

“For these things were done, that the
seripture should be fulfilled, A bone of
him shall not be broken.” (John 19:36)

How greatly favored we are that
God has seen fit to preserve His word
down through the ages, that His dear
children might see clearly that not a
word was spoken by him in vain. We
are told by inspiration, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24 :35)

In looking through the scriptures to
find the words, “A bone of him shall
not be broken,” we turned to Exodus
12, where Israel was brought to the
time when they were to depart from
Egypt, when they were to take a lamb

without blemish, a male of the first
vear, to eat for the passover; and Ex-
odus 12:46 says, “In one house shall
it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth
ought of the flesh abroad out of the
house; mneither shall ye break o bone
thereof.” Again in Numbers 9:12,
“They shall leave none of it unto the
morning, nor break any bone of it.”’
And in the lovely Psalm 34:20, “He
keepeth all his bones; not one of them
is broken.” Paul tells us in 2 Corin-
thians 13:1, “In the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word be
established.”

Amongst the various types we see in
the Old Testament, Joseph seems one
of the most beautiful. Loved of his fa-
ther, hated by his brethren, and sold
into Egypt when he was seventeen years
old for twenty pieces of silver. Our
Lord was sold a full grown man for
thirty pieces of silver. The wonderful
ways of God in Joseph’s life were seen
in his control of all things. His father
had made Joseph a coat of many col-
ours; his brothers slew a kid of the
goats and dipped the coat in blood.
Jacob saw the coat and thought an
evil beast had devoured him. The coat,
a type of the coat that Jesus wore, was
not torn; and we read in John 19:24,
the soldiers said amongst themselves,
“Let us not rend it, but cast lots for
it, to see whose it shall be”: that the
seripture might be fulfilled which saith,

“They parted my raiment among them

and for my vesture they did cast lots.”
Oh how can ignorant men read the
scriptures and yet deny him who by
his appearing as our Saviour Jesus
Christ, by his own self, “Hath abolished
death, and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel”?

Christ was to be born in Bethlehem,
vet Mary and Joseph were in Nazareth
over gixty miles away from that city;
and to fetch them down there, a wicked
emperor, Augustus, commanded the
world to be taxed. And Joseph had to
take Mary, his espoused wife, great
with child, over hills and valleys to
the place where Christ should be born.
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Angels heralded his coming, — man
lodged him with the beasts. We men-
tion these truths to show that God’s
word had to come to pass, for Jesus is
the Word made flesh, and every word
that was spoken by the mouth of his
prophets concerning him since the
world began, must come to pass as
surely as He said, “Let there be light:
and there was light.” “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us
(and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
When Israel kept the first Passover,
the blood of the lamb had to be taken
and put upon the two side posts and on
the upper door post of the houses
wherein they should eat it. Leaven, a
type of sin, was not to be allowed in
their houses. Unleavened bread was to
be used, which was a type of the un-
leavened bread of sincerity and truth.
As we read in Exodus, it is wonderful
that Moses took Joseph’s bones and car-
ried them with them. The loveliness of
Jogseph seemed never to have been
marred by blacksliding as we see in
other favored ones in God’s word. He
stands out as a beautiful type of Jesus
our Lord: his bones, which set forth
the strength of his body, were not
broken. His coat of many colours that
his father made him, sets forth the
varied scenes through which Jesus
passed as he travelled the path laid
out for him by his Heavenly Father.
We have said that man lodged Him
with the beasts, but wise men, led by
a heavenly light, came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is he that is born King
of the Jews? for we have seen his star
in the east, and are come to worship
him.” Herod and all Jerusalem were
troubled ; and Herod gathered the chief
priests and scribes and demanded of
them where Christ should be born. They
told him part of what Micah the proph-
et said, but like so many today, they
did not tell it all. They said, “And thou
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art
not the least among the princes of
Judah: for out of thee shall come a

Governor, that shall rule my people
Israel,” but they left out, “Whose goings
forth have been from of old, from ever-
lasting.” They are the ones who would
break his bones; they are the same kind
that cried “crucify him.”

That brings me to my subject, “A
bone of him shall not be broken.” The
bones are the strength of the body
which enables one to bear burdens; to
run and not be weary, and to walk and
not faint. Our Lord Jesus Christ, “Is
the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have
the preeminence.” Our Lord, being the
Word of God, sustained his body under
every load. We are told in 1 Peter 2:24,
“Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we, being
dead in sins, should live unto righteous-
ness: by whose stripes ye are healed.”

To the church of the Living God, the
Word is food: it is also that which gives
strength to the body, it is that which,
like the bones, enables one to walk in
the heavenly way. All our help must
come from Him, and without Him we
can do nothing. The word of God, like
the bones of the body, cannot be added
to or anything taken from it. Could such
a thing be, the body could not function
correctly. Our Lord Jesus as a man was
perfect. In Psalm 37:37, David saith,
“Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright; for the end of that man is
peace.” The end implies that for which
he came into the world to do. He came
to seek and to save all that the Father
gave him before the world began; yet
we are told in Hebrews 2:10 that, “It
became him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons unto glory, to make the cap-
tain of their ‘salvation perfect through
sufferings.”

Man by nature ‘“Receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spirit-
ually discerned.” The Word of God cre-
ated all things, and when the Word
was made flesh, He, by his almighty
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strength, overcame ' everything that
stood against those he loved; and when
the Holy Spirit, by his Word, quickens
a subject of grace, that Word is effec-
tual in convincing him of sin; and it
also enables him in approaching God
by cries and prayers, to come in the
right and only way. We are told that
“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing
by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
Faith in Christ are the bones that can-
not be broken, and it is by faith that
the church of God has in all ages walked
in him. Hebrews 11 describes how his
people overcame; and in chapter 12:1,
2, those gone before are spoken of as
a great cloud of witnesses; and we are
told to “lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us . . .
looking unto Jesus the author and fin-
isher of our faith.”

Let us not think for a moment that
when the Lord speaks to a poor sinner
it will puff such an one up, so that he
will think himself somebody. Look at
Gideon who threshed wheat by the
winepress to hide it from the Midian-
ites. (Judges 6:11) “The angel of the
Lord appeared unto him, and said unto
him, The Lord is with thee, thou
mighty man of valour. And Gideon said
unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be
with us, why then is all this befallen
us ? and where be all his miracles which
our fathers told us of, saying, Did not
the Lord bring us from Egypt? but
now the Lord hath forsaken us, and
delivered us into the hands of the Mid-
ianites. And the Lord looked upon him
and said, Go in this thy might, and thou
shalt save Israel from the hand of the
Midianites: have not I sent thee?”

The account of dear Gideon and the
Lord’s ‘dealings with him have been,
and still will be, an encouragement and
help to God’s humble poor and afHlicted
people in this day. The Word was made
flesh, and the Word is still made flesh
in those who belong to the body of
Christ; and they learn that God’s
strength is made perfect in their weak-
ness, and that it is out of weakness
they are made strong. They who walk

the heavenly road will need the word
of His grace every step of the way.
Gideon learned a lesson every step that
he took, that all the glory should be unto
his sovereign God.

While Israel journeyed in the wilder-
ness carrying Joseph’s bones, how often
their thoughts would go over the past:
fed with bread from heaven and water
from the rock, in a pillar of a cloud
by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Surely they would think of God’s con-
stant protection and care; they had also
the wonderful deliverance at the Red
Sea, and saw Pharoah and his army
overwhelmed while they were spared.
The path that we travel today is not of
our own making, nor can we, if we are
His, walk in our own strength. Let us
remember, “My help cometh from the
Lord, which made heaven and earth.”

G. R.

VOICES OF THE PAST
“He being dead yet speaketh”

PREACHING UNTO THE SPIRITS
IN PRISON. — TO THE DEAD, &C.

Reynolds, Ga., Feb. 24, 1872

Brother Beebe: — Please give your views
on 1 Peter 3:19, also on 1 Peter 4:6, and may
the Lord grant you the light of revelation on
them.

Yours in Christian love,

J. P. Glover

These passages read thus: “By which
also he went and preached unto the
spirits in prison.” “For, for this cause
was the gospel preached also to them
that are dead, that they might be
judged according no men in the flesh,
but live according to God in the spirit.”

In urging on the saints a strict ob-
servance of all the relative duties which
devolve on them in the various rela-
tions they sustain to others, whether in
or out of the church, as children to
parents, husbands to wives, servants
to masters, and as citizens to kings, gov-
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ernors, judges, magistrates, &ec., and
in bearing reproaches and persecutions
patiently, he reminds them of the ex-
ample of their Lord, who when he was
here in the flesh once suffered for sins;
not for sins which he had committed,
for he was just, but he suffered for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God.
He suffered for us in the flesh, and was
put to death in the flesh. But he could
not be holden of death, beyond the time
appointed; but being put to death in
the flesh, he was quickened by the
Spirit. And the first text proposed for
consideration informs us that the
Spirit by which his crucified body was
raised from the dead, is the same Spirit
by which he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison, which sometimes
were disobedient, or which were by na-
ture children of wrath, and dead in tres-
passes and sins.

In the commencement of this epistle
he speaks of the elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit un-
to obedience, being begotten to a wvital,
lively, or immortal hope, by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
and in our text he shows that the Spirit
that raised Christ from the dead is the
same Spirit by which he preaches lib-
erty to the captives for whom he suf-
fered, and bids the prisoners go free.
The prisoners for whom these gracious
provisions were secured in Christ Jesus,
are those, as we understand, whom the
prophet called “prisoners of hope,” unto
whom it was said, “Rejoice greatly, O
daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem : behold thy King cometh un-
to thee: he is just, and having salva-
tion.” And of whom it is said, in the
same prophetic connection, “As for thee
also, by the blood of thy covenant, I
have sent forth thy prisoners out of the
pit wherein is no water. Turn you to
the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope:
even today do I declare that I will ren-
der double unto thee.” — Zech. 9:9, 11
& 12.

These prisoners were children of
Zion, daughters of Jerusalem, and sub-

jects of that King whose coming was
proclaimed, as coming to them with sal-
vation, deliverance, emancipation, light,
life and liberty. He who was delivered
for the offences of these prisoners, was
raised from the dead for their justifi-
cation. From these, with other portions
of the scriptures, we feel assured that
the prisoners which Christ at his res-
urrection went by his resurrection life
or spirit and preached to, were and are
those whose sins he bore in his own
body on the tree. And that he went by
the Spirit and power that raised him
from the dead: for he himself said,
“What and if ye shall see the Son of
man ascend up where he was before?
It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that
1 speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.” — John 6:62, 63.

In prophecy his testimony is given
in the most clear and emphatic lan-
guage. “The Spirit of the Lord God is
upon me; because the Lord hath anoint-
ed me to preach good tidings unto the
meek; he has sent me to bind up the
broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound; to pro-
claim the acceptable year of the Lord,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all that mourn,” &ec.

Christ having been put to death in
the flesh, that he might thereby redeem
these prisoners, and bring them to God;
was quickened by the Spirit of the
Lord God which was and is upon him,
as the anointed Savior; and by the
Spirit went and preached to the spirits
in prison. It is not necessary that he
should go to them in his fleshly body,
for he has told us that in the work of
quickening, the flesh profiteth nothing;
his flesh wags indispensible to his bear-
ing our sins; for he was put to death
in it; but now having suffered for his
people in the flesh, he has put away
their sins by the sacrifice of himself,
and by his one offering he hath per-
fected forever them that are sanctified,
now as the risen, exalted Savior, he
goeth forth by his Spirit, in preaching
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glad tidings to the meek; in proclaim-
ing liberty to the captives; for all to
whom he preaches good tidings were
prisoners, captives, and in a pit where-
there was no water; but though they
were all lawful captives, justly con-
demned by the righteous law of God,
vet they were prisoners of hope; and
by the grace of God to be delivered;
therefore the joyful proclamation, by
the spirit that brought him again from
the dead, “Behold thy King cometh un-
to thee! he is just and having salva-
tion.”

Until the risen Jesus, by the spirit
of life and immortality, comes to each
of us with these good tidings, our pri-
son walls are strong and invulnerable.
But, at his words which are spirit and
life, the gates of our prison are opened,
the prisoners are discharged, and
brought out of their prison houses: The
risen and anointed Savior has the keys
of hell and death; and when he open-
eth, no man can shut; and when he
shutteth, no man can open. When first
he is revealed to us, like John, we fall
at his feet as dead. “And he laid his
right hand upon me, saying unto me,
Fear not; I am the first and the last;
I am he that liveth, and was dead;
and behold, I am alive forever more,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death.” — Rev. 1:17, 18.

Submitting what we have written to
Brother Glover, and to our readers gen-
erally; we will give such views as we
have on the other text submitted, which
reads as follows: —

“For this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are dead,
that they might be judged according
to men in the flesh, but live according
to God in the spirit.” — 1 Peter 4:6.

We find it much easier sometimes to
tell what a passage of scripture does
not mean, than to demonstrate and
explain what it does mean. The popish
theory that the gospel was or had been
preached to the departed spirits of men
after they have left this world, cannot
be entertained by those who accept the
testimony of the word, that there is no

work nor device in the grave. — Eecel.
9:10. But to those who are dead; or
at least to many of them, the gospel
was preached while they were in the
flesh, or before they left the world.
The Apostle Peter, in connection
with this passage in the preceding
chapter on which we have been com-
menting, speaks of its having been
preached by the Spirit of Christ in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a pre-
paring; but it was preached then to men
who were in the flesh, but who in Pe-
ter’s time were dead. The same spirit
that quickened and raised up Christ
from the dead was in Noah, and by
it he was a preacher of righteousness
unto the antedeluvians. And Peter also
shows that the gospel was preached, in
prophecy, and in types and shadows
unto the patriarchs and Old Testament
saints, and by the Spirit of Christ.
“Of which salvation the prophets have
inquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that should
come unto you:” (You Gentiles which
are elect according to the foreknowl-
edge of God the Father.” &c.) “Search-
ing what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand of
the suffering of Christ, and the glory
that should follow.” — 1 Peter 1:10, 11.
Although the gospel of the kingdom,
by the which the Spirit of Christ in
the prophets did preach unto the faith
of the Old Testament saints, of the
grace which should be brought to his
elect people among the Gentiles, it was
signified by the Spirit of Christ to
their faith: for the dispensation of the
law and the prophets continued until
John; and the gospel dispensation was
ushered in by the resurrection of Christ
which was effected by the same Spirit
which had in the former ages preached
the gospel to them which are dead.
But why was it preached, unto them
that are (not were) dead? It was for
this cause; “that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh; but live
according to God in the spirit.”” As men
in the flesh, they were the seed of Abra-
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ham, and under the law of a carnal or
fleshly commandment, in a worldly
sanctuary and bound to observe carnal
ordinances. As men in the flesh they
were judged according to the requisi-
tions of the covenant which gendereth
to bondage, which could make nothing
perfect. As men in the flesh they had
to be circumcised and keep the law of
Moses. All that law required of other
Israelites which were born of God, and
in whom the spirit of Christ dwelt, and
to whose faith it testified before hand
of the prospective sufferings of Christ,
and of the glory of his kingdom which
should follow. The law in its letter re-
quired of them as men in the flesh, of-
ferings and sacrifices, and perpetual
service, and condemned them for every
act of transgression or disobedience to
the same temporal penalty, but as the
spiritual people of God, they lived ac-
cording to God in the spirit. Receiving
the end of their faith, even the salvation
of their souls. The power of faith in
them as the fruit of the Spirit of Christ
which was in them, enabled them, as it
had Abraham to see Christ’s day, and
to rejoice in it and be glad.

Here then we have explained to us
the great object and design of the
preaching of the gospel, that they unto
whom it is preached should be judged
according to men in the flesh, but live
according to God in the Spirit. The
little word also in the text has great
importance. It shows that not only the
Jews which were under the old cove-
nant of works were as men in the flesh
bound to obey the law, or covenant
which was in their flesh, while as a
spiritual people they lived to, and had
communion with God, but the Gentile
saints also, who are not under the old
covenant and who are forbidden to
touch, taste, or handle those ordinances
which were binding on those who were
under it; still are to be judged as men
in the flesh by him who is ready to
judge both the quick and the dead.
Judging Gentile saints as men in the
flesh, they are subject to all the laws
and regulations which are enjoined on

them in their fleshly relations. As in
the context Peter admonishes the scat-
tered saints, as men in the flesh, to
observe every obligation devolving on
them. As a chosen generation, to ob-
stain from fleshly lusts, to have their
conversation honest among the Gen-
tiles; to submit to every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake, whether it
be to the King, or to Governors, for
so is the will of God to whom we live
in the spirit. In our fleshly relations,
“Honor all men, love the brotherhood,
Honor the King.” Servants in the flesh
are commanded to be subject to their
masters. Wives, husbands, parents and
children, all are admonished. These are
all fleshly relations, and although the
King and governor with their subjects,
the master with his servants, the hus-
band and his wife, parents with their
children, who are called to be saints,
are all one in Christ Jesus, and in all
spiritual things are on perfect equal-
ity, still their fleshly relations so long
as they remain in the flesh, devolve on
them the same relative fleshly obliga-
tions as though they were not brethren
in the Spirit. Children should honor and
obey their parents in the Lord. Hus-
bands should love their wives. Servants
obey their masters, for they are judged
according to men in the flesh.

Being subject to the laws which are
binding on men in the flesh, they are
judged by them in regard to all rela-
tive obligations; and their spiritual
privileges in the kingdom of Christ,
and their subjection to the laws of the
kingdom in all spiritual matters of
faith and practice, does not release
them from their obligation to their
families, their neighbors, or fellow men,
either in or out of the church. They
are judged according to men in the
flesh. Husbands in the flesh are required
to love their wives, and to provide for
those of their household, and if they
neglect to do so, they deny the faith
and are worse than infidels: children
must honor and obey their parents,
servants their masters, citizens their
rulers or magistrates, and as all these
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duties are only applicable to men in
the flesh, they are judged, acquitted or
condemned, according to men in the
flesh.

But while they are judged according
to men in the flesh, they are to live
according to God in the Spirit. In all
spiritual things, they are governed by
the law of the spirit of life which in
Christ Jesus. As members of Christ,
the saints are members one of another,
in a spiritual life which is not in the
flesh: for in Christ there are no fleshly
distinctions, “For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bound or free, and have been all made
to drink into one Spirit.” — 1 Cor.
12:13. “For as many as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bound nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for ye are
all one in Christ Jesus.” — Gal
3:27, 28.

While as spiritual children, we are
brethren, fellow members of the one
body, our fleshly relations to earthy
kindred or others is unchanged. “Flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God.” — 1 Cor. 15:50. Yet as we
are in the flesh, we are judged as men
in the flesh, and required to mortify
the deeds of the flesh, and live accord-
ing to God in the spirit. “For, for this
cause was the gospel preached to them
that are dead.” — To them that are
now dead, as it is also now preached
unto us, who are still in the flesh; that
they, as well as we, might be judged
according to men in the flesh by him
who ig ready to judge both the quick
and the dead or both the living and
the dead.

(Editorial by Elder Gilbert Beebe August
10, 1872.)

“IF A MAN DIE SHALL
HE LIVE AGAIN?”

“If a man die shall he live again?”
The one question that concerns God’s

people most is this momentous question
that was on the lips of Job more than
three thousand years ago. And I am
persuaded that the same question has
seriously engaged the mind of every
rational human being. With Job the
question was the same as with you
and me.

The question was mnot primarily
whether a man dies but whether a man
shall live again after he is dead. That
man does die needs no argument. It is
a fact supported not only by the un-
impeachable testimony of Holy Writ
but also by man’s own intelligent ob-
servation and common sense reasoning.
I take it for granted that all who con-
cede the fact of death are profoundly
concerned to know what is the correct
answer to Job’s question. But those de-
siring such knowledge would not ex-
pect to get it from the atheist, that
foolish one, who has said in his heart,
“There is no God.” Nor from the scof-
fing Sadduces who deny the resurrec-
tion of the dead. And surely not from
those modern theologians who deny the
fact of death. Who tell us that man does
not die, that he only seems to die but
lives right on forever. Because, as they
presumptuously suppose and teach, man
is an immortal being. I shall not waste
time to refute such vain speculation and
unscriptural dogmatism.

There is only one place where we can
find the correct answer to Job’s ques-
tion, and that is in the inspired word
of God. And just here I want to use the
word of Jesus as the scriptural basis
of all 1 believe and teach, — all that
the Bible teaches relative to a future
life for the dead.

On one occasion Jesus said to His
disciples, “Because I live, ye shall live
also.” Jesus was not speaking of his
living at that time with his disciples.
He was speaking of his living again
after He should die on the cross and
be buried and rise again the third day.
He was declaring before hand his res-
urrection from the dead unto everlast-
ing life, and was giving his disciples
the blessed assurance that because he
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would live again they too would also
live again in the resurrection of the
dead.

Job believed that he would die and
he also believed that he would live
again. Hear his words immediately fol-
lowing the question, “All the days of
my appointed time will 1 wait until
my change comes.”

And where was Job expecting to wait
until his change should come? Let him
tell us. “O that Thou would hide me in
the grave, that thou wouldst keep me
secret until thy wrath be past. That
thou would appoint me a set time and
remember me!”’

The change Job mentions here is the
same change that Paul speaks of when
he said, “We shall not all sleep but
we shall all be changed in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye at the last
trump. For the trumpet shall sound
and the dead shall be raised incorrupt-
ible. And we shall be changed. For this
mortal must put on immortality and
this corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion. When this mortal shall have put
on immortality then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written.
Death is swallowed up in Victory. Oh
death where is thy sting, Oh grave
where is Victory. The sting of death
is sin, the strength of sin is the law,
but thanks be to God who giveth us
the Victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” I thank God for the hope of
eternal life. For the hope of living
again after that I am dead and returned
to the dust. I thank Him for His prom-
ise to ransom me from the power of
the grave and redeem me from death.
And when at last I lay me down to die
I could wish for no greater boon, no
sweeter joy than to be conscious of the
presence of my blessed Lord and to
hear him sweetly whisper, “I will come
again and receive you unto myself that
where I am there ye may be also.” And
the response of my weary waiting
heart is, “even so, come Lord Jesus.”
Amen.

My final valedictory. As I now ap-
proach my eightieth milestone I am

keenly aware that my race is nearly
run. The evening twilight seems to be
telling me that my day will soon be
done and my work on earth be finished.

Before that inevitable hour has
struck I want to leave this farewell
message and this final testimony con-
cerning some of the things I hope the
Lord has done for me. Giving me the
blessed dssurance of his love and of
his abiding presence as my spiritual
Comforter.

In the days of my youth God re-
vealed to me that I was a guilty con-
demned sinner in his sight. For the
first time I now realized my need of
divine help, and for the first time I
called upon God for mercy. For weeks
and months thereafter I waded the ever
deepening flood of'sorrow in an inex-
pressible agony of mind, until that
never to be forgotten moment I felt my
sing forgiven. I had done all in my
power to get relief from the awful bur-
den that weighed upon my heart and
pressed me down deeper and deeper
until I was convinced there was no
hope for me.

Finally 1 came to where I felt re-
signed to what I believed was my awful
impending doom. And just then, O
thank God, just then something occured
with me that I have never been able to
fully describe or to express with words.
In a moment, in a twinkling of an eye
I seemed to be completely swallowed up
with a glorious heavenly light and all
nature seemed to be praising God. And
my once sin laden sorrow-filled heart
was now overflowing with an unspeak-
able joy. For me this was a dawning of
a most wonderful new day. In the light
of which God in his infinite mercy has
permitted me to live and for more than
half a century to labor and sacrifice, to
suffer for and to serve the people I
love above all people, the Primitive Old
School Baptists.

And when my work in earth is done,
when death has silenced this poor stam-
mering tongue, I pray God that it may
be truthfully said of me that I fought
a good fight and kept the faith,



70 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

When  the time has come, my dear
people, that T must leave you, God will
take ‘care of you and supply all your
needs according to his riches in glory.
And when you are listening to this, my
farewell message, I shall be resting
from all my labors and be free from all
sorrow and care. The sleep of death
will be sweet and the awakening will
be most glorious. With the fond hope
of meeting those I love and leave be-
hind, in that beautiful home over there.

I now bid you all farewell till we
meet to part no more in God’s sweet
by and by.

" (The above was by the late Elder C. M.
Weaver, of Johnson City, Ill. from a record-
ing.)

OBITUARIES
ELDRIDGE ELISHA. BEACHAM

Eldridge Elisha Beacham, a son of the late
Decature ‘Beacham, Jr., and Annie E. (Dolly)
Beacham, was born July 24, 1899, and depart-
ed this life May 28, 1969. He was a native and
life-long resident of Kitty Hawk, N. C.

Surviving are his widow, Esther Tillett
Beacham, of Kitty Hawk; one son, Burvell G.
Beacham, Milton, Mass.; one brother, Dexter
A. Beacham, Washington, D. C.; two sisters,
Mrs. Blanche Beacham Midgett, Staten Island,
N. Y., and Mrs. Zola Beacham, Tillett, St.
Ignace, Mich., and two grandsons.

Eldridge was not “known for much speak-
ing,” but was the type of person whom to
know was to love and respect. His daily walk
and conversation demonstrated his desire to
humbly walk in the footsteps of the Blessed
Lord, in whom he put his trust. He was a
firm believer in Salvation by Grace, and lived
daily in the hope of some day being numbered
with the redeemed of the Lord; and to sing
his praises forever.

He and his wife united with Providence
Primitive Baptist Church at Kitty Hawk May
2, 1954, under the pastorate of the late Elder
John P. Tingle, and was baptized by the late
Elder George G. Trevathan. He wag a faithful
member, giving his time and substance to the
support of the church. He served as church
clerk from Feb. 7, 1965 until his death. Even
before becoming an enrolled member of the
organized church, his home was frequently
the gathering place for visiting elders, other
members and friends of the church, where
many pleasant hours were spent in singing the
old songs of Zion and the Lamb.

May we who are left to mourn his departure
bow in humble submission to the will of “Him

who. doeth all things well,” being blessed with
the feeling that our losg is his eternal gain;
and a hope that when we are called to go,
we, too, shall have a place with the ransomed
of the Lord.

Written by his brother-in-law.

Spencer L. Midgett

MARTHA ROBBINS WOMBLE

Martha Robbins Womble, the daughter of
J. B. and Jane Robbins, was born in Nash
County on November 12, 1883. At the age of
20 she was married to Dorsey Womble on
December 23, 1903. This union was blessed
with three children, one son and two daugh-
ters.

On .the second Sunday of May, 1914, Sister
Womble was baptized into the full fellowship
of the Falls of Tar River Primitive Baptist
Church in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, by
Elder P. D. Gold. Henceforth, Sister Womble
was a faithful member to her church and be-
lief. She was taught by God and was sound
in the faith and doctrine of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. All through the following years she
derived much pleasure and comfort from read-
ing her Bible,

Her husband, Dorsey, was in declining

health for many years prior to his death
which preceded hers. During this time, as her
pastor, I visited in the home very often. Her
conversation was about her family and the
goodness of the Lord. By God’s grace, she
was given a deep concern for the welfare and
the well-being of her church even though there
were times when she was providentially hind-
ered from attending.
" After the death of her husband, Sister
Womble moved from Nash County to Raleigh,
North Carolina, to live with her children. She
still attended her church meetings at the Falls
as often as her health permitted. At times, by
nature and physical strength, it would appear
that she was unable to be there.

I remember well her last visit to the church
on the second weekend in November, 1968. Her
actions and her talk on that day were as if
she had received a revelation from God. In
her conversation with me as she was leaving,
she looked around the meetinghouse and at
me and said, “I will not be back.” On Jan