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Order of Business.

Read letters and record Messenger 's names.

Elect Moderator and Clerk.

Invite vis iting brethren to seats .

Call for petitionary letters.

Appoint a committee to arrange Divine Service.

Call for correspondence.

Appoint some brother to write corresponding letters.

Call roll and read decorum.
I .

Appoint correspondents.

Appoint union meetings;

Appoint time and place for next Association.

Appoint brethren to preach next introductory sermon.

Appoint brethren to write circular letters.

Call for circular letters.

Call for corresponding letters.

Call for contributions.

Say how many minutes.

Fix Clerk's compensation.

Call for miscellany .

Read minutes.

Adjourn.
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MINUTES·

Of the Sixty-Ninth Annual Session of the Towaliga

Association of Primitive Beptists, Held with

the Church at Flat Rock, Pike County,

Aug. 30-31, and Sept. 1, 1907.

The introductory sermon was preache d by E lde r Dan Hen­
derson from St. John, 10-3.

A fter an hour's intermission messen gers and visito rs met at
the stand and were called to oreIer by the mod erator. Afte r sing­
in g pr ayer was led by E lde r J. M. Davis, of Blue Ridge Associ­
ation.

1. Called for letters and recorded Messenger 's names.

2 . On motion of E lde r A. C . E lliott E lde r w, T. Godard
was elected Mod erator and W. M. Hartley Clerk by acclamation.

3. A ppointed committee on Divin e Ser vice as follo ws:
Brothers T. G. P res ton , G. A, Brannan and J. B. Bell from the
bod y and B. S. A kin and W. J . Hartley from F lat Rock.

On motion adjourned to 8;30 o' clock Saturday morning.

Friday evening 3 p. m-e-Preaching by Elder G . W. Phillips,
of Brushey Creek Union.

SATURDAY MORNING.

Association met and after singing prayer was led by Elder
J . M. F. Barron .

Took up the order of bu siness.
1. Invited visiting brethren to seats , wh en E lder J. M.

Davis, of Blue Ridge, ca~le forward and was cordially received.
2. Called for pe tit ionary letters , when New F ellowship, by

her messengers, presented a pe tition for membership in the body
and was cordially welcomed and her messengers seated in the
body.

3. Called 'for correspondence, when Elders S. J. Black­
well, L. M. Ball and Brothers E d wards and Poole, of the Little
River Association, and Elders G. W. Phillips, W. H. Harden



3 SIXTY-NINTH ANNUA L SESSIO N •and Brother Dan Paulk, of the Brushey Creek Union, were cor­
dially welcomed by the bod y.

4. Appointed Brother W. H. Taylor to write correspond­
ing letters.

5. On motion omitted calling roll and reading decorum.

6. Appointed correspondence as follo ws: To Brushey
Creek Union, Elders J. A. Wright an d S . G . Ratli ff; to Little
River, Elders J. M. F. Barron , S. G. Ratli ff and Dan Hender­
son and Brothers J. F. Taylor, J. F. W ill ingha m , T. G . Pres­
ton , J. B. Bell and W . M. H artley ; to BIU 6 Ridge , package of
minutes. On motion the correspondence with the T ennessee
and Powell's Vall ey was suspended for the present.

7. Appointed union met tings as follows: Ist Distri ct, Mt.
Nebo, fifth Sunday in A ug ust, ' 1908, an d F riday and Saturday
before, and for 2nd dist rict, at F ores t, Tuesd ay, Wednesday and
Thursday after 3rd Su nday in July , 1908.

8. Appointed the next session of this bod y to be held with
the church at Sandy Creek, Butts county, on Southern railroad
near Flovilla, Tuesday, W ednesday and Thursday after the first
Sunday in September, 1908.

9. Appointed Elder W. 'T. Godard to preach the next in­
troductory sermon with E lde r J. L. H ays as alte rnate .

10 . Appointed committee on ministeri al aid as -foll ows . J. ,
B. Bell, T. G. Preston and R. W. Da vis.

Adjourned to 2 p . 1l1.

9 a. !11. pray~r serv ice led by Brother Geo . D . Godard.
10 a. 111. preaching by Elder L. M. Ball.

2 P . 1\1.

Association met according to adjo urnme nt.
1. Called for and adop ted circ ular letter by E lde r J . M. F .

.Barron.
2. Called for and adopted corresponding letter by Brother

W. H. Taylor.
3. Appointed Brother J . A . \Vright to wri te next circular

letter.
4. Called for contributions.
5. On motion ordered one thousand mi nutes printed and

distributed.
6. Ordered that the clerk have th e remainder of the min­

ute fund after paying for and distributing minutes.

•



7. Miscellaneous matters.
Resolution of thanks offered by A. C. Elliott:

R esol ved, That we as a body ten d er our thank s to F la t Rock ch urch
and d ear fri en ds in the com m u n ity for the kindness sho wn us and the
ho spitabl e manner in wh ich they en terta ined us during our stay ' am ong
them. W e feel that God has a lready gracious ly bl ess ed them, by r eason
of su ch a wonderful demo ns t rat ion of His power an d ou tpouri ng of His
hol y spirit in their mi dst, manifested hy the man y able di scourse s from the
stand and sh outs of praise to Hi s h oly name, and the cow ing home of
se ven precious souls, telling of what great things the Lord h ad done for
them in the fr ee pard on of thei r s ins a nd of t heir de sire to li ve with Go d ' s
p eople . May the bl essin gs of God con ti nu e wi th this people.

8. Omitted reading minutes.
The Association closed amid great rejoicing to meet at time

and place before mentioned after prayer . .

W. T. GODAR D, VI· M. HARTLEY,
Moderator. Clerk.

3 p. m. Preaching by El der J. M. Davis and W. H. Har-
den.

Sunday morning 9:30 prayer serv ice .
10:30 a. 111. Preaching by E lder S. J. Blackwell.
3 p. m. P reach ing by E lde r A. C. E lliott .
May the Lord continue with His people .
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5 SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION

Corresponding Letter. •
The Towaliga Association of Primitive Baptists to her Sister As­

sociations with Whom She Corresponds:-
, Dear Brethren: We rejoice that through the providence of

God we have again been permitted to meet and worship , our
God with you. Our hearts were made to rejoice under the
sound of the preaching of your ministering brethren. Dear
brethren, we desire a continuation of your 'correspondence and
to meet with more of you another year. We send brethren
whose names appear in the body of our minutes to meet with
yon, The next session of our body win be held with the church
at Sandy Creek, Butts county, two miles south of Flovilla, on
the Southern Railroad, beginning Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday after first Sunday in September, 1908.

W. T. GODARD, Moderator.
W. M. HARTLEY, Clerk.

Circular Letter.

Dear Brethren and Siste'rs: The time has come, according"
to .previous appointment, for me to address you by way of cir­
cular letter. In order to proceed we will call your attention to
the 4th chapter and 1st verse of Paul's letter to the Phillippian
brethren . 'Therefore my brethren dearly beloved and longed
for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly be­
loved.' ,

See how the great Apostle addressed his brethren in exhor­
tation and admonition. If it was needful for the churches to
stand fast in that day how much more so now. Is not the
world full of religion and false doctrir-e ? Is not the Bible the
word of God being set aside? And many things which Christ
and the Apostles taught set aside and in lieu thereof command­
ments and doctrines of men used as substitute. I know this is
not a pleasant thing to write or talk about, but when we see the
blessed word of God and His church being trampled under foot
of men and they (men) setting up precedents and customs
which is not authorized by the word of God, it is high time to
sound an alarm.

Brethren, let us stand fast in the doctrine and let us prac­
tice what we preach, always having an eye singly fixed upon
the glory of God and His son Jesus Christ, that we may dwell
together in unity and keep the bond of peace, ever looking to

• ••
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Jesus the author and finisher of the Christian's faith. And
when they say lo! He is in the mountain go not after them or
in the desert or elsewhere, go not after them that we may not be
partakers of their deeds. We believe that our principles are
founded upon the Bible and those principles are dear to us, and
so long as we follow up those principles united as one man all
the powers of earth and hell cannot shake or overthrow them.

Stand fast in the gospel of the blessed son of God who has
so abundantly blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places. This standing fast is or should be our watch word and
has been ever since 1874. Persecutions may come, the enemy
may howl around our camp, but they of the Lord are more and
greater than all the hosts of the enemies. Oh my dear brethren,
you who are the hosen of the Lord in the work of the ministry,
let me entreat you, not that I am competent or worthy to do so,
but my hearts desire and prayer to God is that you may goo on
preaching the gospel as in days of yore, not stopping to quarrel
with the enemy nor ourselves but preach the preaching which
God bids you and you will be blessed, for God will be a wall of
fire round about us and the glory in the midst. We understand
that the gospel is the power of God and it contains (that is a
full gospel) the essential elements suited to us as believers in
God and th erefore we have no need of any other gospel or any
need to consult men or any other powers that be as to what we
shall say or do. Now when the ministers of Christ do these
things it is that that Paul called' 'longed for my joy and crown."
So stand fast my brethren in the ministry for I know that when
the gospel is preached it is accompanied with power sent down
from heaven that means destruction to every false way, and we
witness its bright manifestations among our brethren and sisters
in the Lord and it does not stop here for every believer is com­
forted and is enabled to feast upon it. Mourners are made more
sensible of th eir true condition, sinners are convicted of their
sins and made to cry out' 'What shall I do to be saved?" and so
the gospel wheel rolls on and the great and mighty works of
God are manifest. An.l now dear lay members, you are the
joy of the crown of our beloved ministers, therefore let me en­
treat you in this circular letter to let that light shine that God
has given you and sing that song which He has put in your
mouth. We are not to make or create that light for we cannot
make this lig ht any more than we can speak a world into exist­
ence. Put on the whole armour of God, keep unspotted from
the world.

And now to the younger ones let me say, dear ones, always
put your trust in the Lord and pray for guidance that you may

••••
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stear clear of sins, snares and pitf alls . I know by ex perience
that -you will meet the tempter all along , but let the hol y spiri t
be your guide that you may say ' 'Get behind me satan for my
vow is unto my blessed Jesu s" who said " fear not I have over-
come the world. "

Dear brethren , I have not written this letter in the man-
ner in whi ch th ey are usually written, b ut this is the leadings
of my mind which I hope is the promptings of the good spirit,
and now may th e God of all g race keep you unto the end .

Yours in love,
]. M. F . B ARRON .

7 SIXTY- N INTH ANNUAl. SESSION •
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Decorum.
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1st. The churches composin g the Towaliga Association
shall not be confined to an y se t rules as to the specified number
of messengers they shall have in the bod y, but shall have the
right to name in their letters as many as they ma y choose, and
in addition all orderl y male members of any of the churches be­
ing present shall be entitled to seats in the bod y as Messe ngers of
their churches, With all the rights and privileges of the same .

2nd. The Messen ger s thus assemb led shall be denominated
the Towaliga Primitive Baptist Association .

3rd. For the purpose of historical information and statisti ­
cal ed ificat ion , the churches are request ed to sta te in letter s, th e
total number of members in fellowship, the number received by
baptism, by letter, by confession of faith. The number di s­
missed, ex cl ude d and dead since last sess ion ; also th e time of
their meeting, their pastoral supply , and the amou nt of money
contributed for minister s and other pu rp oses , together with an y
other information .they de em appropriate for the ed ificat ion of
the saints and the g lory of God.

4th. This Associ ation sha ll have no powe r to answer quer­
ies, g ive advice , or dictate to the churches in an y case, or to
lord it over God' s heritage , nor any power by , whi ch she can
directly or indirectly infringe on the internal rights of the
churches, or censure and try an y church or mem ber in reference
to faith and practice, or det ermine upon the va lid ity of gospe l
ordinances . These things shall rest ent irely with the churches;
but henceforward our annual meeting shall be onl y for the pur ­
pose of hearing from each other , and for worsh ip of Go d and
the mutual comfort and ed ifica tion of the sain ts . To this we '
reser ve the privilege annuall y the firs t wee k in Se ptember, or at
such other time as may be agreed upon with any church that
may in vit e us, having du e regard for priority of claims and th e
good of th e cau se . To protect our own sta nd while in sess ion
from her esy and dishonor; to recognize and invite an y visit ing
Primiti ve Baptist minist er or lay brothe r to worship with us,
that we may deem proper; to repuest th e brethren of our own
body to visit other churches or bodies in our behalf, with whom
we ma y desire to cultivate Christian fellowship; to p ub lis h a
minute of our proceedings .

5th . E ach session of the body shall have a Moderator and
Clerk, who shall be duly chosen according to the r ules her ein­
after pr escribed, and who sha ll hold office until a re-election.

6th. Any ord erl y member of any church belonging to this
body wh en conven ed, being present sha ll be eligible to election



as Moderator and Clerk, or to sit on auy committee appointed
by the same.

7th. In all elections or questions that may be necessary to
determine by vote, the vote shall be taken by churches, each
church being entitled to three votes for any number of members
less than one hundred, and one additional vote for every fifty or
fraction thereof above the first hundred; but the Messengers of
each church as a body may divine her vote as they see proper.

8th. All elections or questions coming to a vote shall be
determined by a majority of the votes cast, and it shall be the
duty of the minority to acquiesce in the decision thus reached.

9th. If new churches desire to be admitted into this union,
they shall petition by letter and Messengers, and if vouched for
or recommended by one or more sister churches, or the Presby­
tery constituting them, as orthodox and orderly, they shall be .
received by the voice of the body and manifested by the Moder­
ator giving the Messengers the right hand of fellowship.

10. Any motion or resolution introduced, clearly incon­
sistent with the above rules, shall be promptly ruled out of order
unless withdrawn by the mover.

11th. Any Messenger being ruled out of order by the
Moderator shall have the right of appeal to the body on the
question of order I and if sustained shall be allowed to proceed,
but if not, shall take his seat.

12th. Our meetings being held in the name of Christ, and
the worship of God, each Messenger is expected to observe due
and proper order therein.

13th. It will not be considered good order for any Messen­
ger whose name has been enrolled as such, to abruptly break off
or absent himself from the Association without leave.

14th. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privi­
leges of .speech as other members, provided the chair be filled.

15th, The Minutes of the Association shall be read and
approved by the body, and signed by the Moderator before ad­
journing.

16th. The Association shall be opened and closed by
prayer.

17th. Amendments to these rules may be made at any
time by a majority of the union voting by churches when they
deem it necessary, provided such amendments do not compro­
mise the sovereignty of the churches, nor have a tendency to
give this body undue power or jurisdiction over them.

9 SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION
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Articles 'of Our Faith and Scriptural Proof.
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Ar ticle 1. We believe in one only and true Hving God. and a Trinity of persons inthe God­
head: .!<'ather, So n and Holy Ghost. proof: Duet. 4 :39. Is ia 45:J6, )IarK I:! ::12, John 1 1·14,
Co l. 1:15-17, Phil 2:6-8,1 John 5:7. John 17, John 10:30.

Art.2. We believe tha t the Sc r ip tu res of the Old and New Testaments are the word of God
a n d the ~n J Y rule of faith ana practice. Proof: 2 '['im. 3 :16-17,1 Pet 1 :111-21, Rev . 22;18-19.

Art.3. We believe in the doctrine of Eternal and Personal El ection of a definite number
of human race, ch os en uy Ch r is t before the toundntron of thp w orld that they should be holy
and without blame before Him in Jove . Proof: Eph . 1.4-6,2 Thess. 2:13, John 15.16. 1 pet. 1-2,
Ibid.2:11.

Ar t. 4. We belteve in a Coven a nt of Redemption . o rd ered in all things and infallibly
ure, ever existing between God the F ath e r a nd God the So n. Proof: Isa , 89 :2-4 , Sa m . 23,5,

Zach.ll :11, Luxe 1 :72. Heb. 13:20' 1 Pe t. 18:20, Rev . 5.\L

Art. 5. We beHeve in the fall o f man and the communication of Adams corrupt natu re to
hi s po sterity by o rd inary generatton , and their impotency to rec ov er themselves from the
fllll en state they are in hy si n and w lcxed worxs by their ow n fre e will and ability. Proof:
Gen . 3:6-24, Rom, s.is. I bid 3:111 . I' s . 51:5; Ibid 583, Co r. 15;22.

Art. 6. We believ e t h a t all chosen in Gh r ist s h a ll hear the voice of the Son of God. a n d be
effectually called. regen erated and born again. and that all thus born again are justified III

the Spirit of God alone by the r ighteou sness of Jesus Ghrist imputed to them and received ,
by faith. Proof: John 1:27 2ll, 1 John 3-9, Eph. 1-4. 2 '1'im. 1 ,9. John 6-27.

Art. 7. We believe th a t a ll the saints of God thus called by the Holy Spirit and justified
by the righteousness of Christ shall be pres erved in Grace and none of them finally fall away
so as to be lost. Proof: Jas, 2:22. Rom. 5:1, Ibid 8:37-30, 1;013:3, John 10:28-29.

Art,8. We believe in the doc trine of the resurrection both of the just and unjust and a
general judgment, nnd that tb e joys of the rt ghteous will be e ternal, and the punishment of
the wtexed ev enasting . Proof. John 5:18-211 . Acts 17:31, 1001'.15-21-23, Rev. 30:12.15 . Matt. 25:
46-46.

Art . II We bel'i ev e that the Church of Oh rist is a local bo dy of protesstng and baptised
believers who have gained Christian fellowship with each other and have given themselves
up to the Lord and to on e another. and have covenanted together to Keep house for God
agreeable to the rules of the gospel. and should therefore be Kep t organ lcal'ly separate and
distinct from and independent of the world and institutions, and is t h e highest and only
eclesias tical authority Known to the Word of God. Proof: Matt. 16:18-19. Eph, 1:22. Ibid 3:10,
Ibid 5 ::24-27, Col. 1:8. Matt . 18-17, Eph. 2:19-2'2. 1 001' .6:4. Ac ts 15:4, John 15:18-111.

Art. 10. We believe t hat J esus Oh ris t is t he Great H ead of the Church, and her only law
give r ; that government is w ith the church it self and is t he privilege of each member. that
the discipline ca n not be legally ex te nded be yon d her own .Scrip tu ra l [urtsdtctlon , and is in­
tended for the rectamattou or ex p uis ion of th os e members who may be di sorderly e i th e r in
principle or practice and m us t be fa ithfUllY Kept up for God's glo ry and th e peace and unity
of the church. Proof. Matt. 18:10, cor. 1:18, Acts 11:26' Col. 1:24, Eph. 5:23.

Art. 11. We believ e that water baptism. the Lord's Supper and washing the Sai n ts feet are
ordinances of the Lord and are to be administered by t h e authority of the church until His
second coming. Proof: MarK 1:4, J ohn 3:~·3. Acts 8:38, Ibid 9:18 28, Matt . 26:26·28, Mark 14:22-
24. LUKe 22:10-20. Acts 2:42, John 13:1-17.1 Tim- 5:10. .

Art . 12. We believ e that none but reguiarty ordained mintsters have the right to ad.in
lster these ord i na nce s . that professed believ ers in chrtst who in the judgment of the church
are true Ohristians are the on ly proper subje c ts of baptism, and immersion is the on ly proper
m od e. that 1I0ne but regularty baptized and ord e rly church members have a ri ght to com­
;:ulle at t :e Lord''s table . Proof : H eb. fd ..JOr -27. 1 Tim. 4 :14. 'l'Itus 1:5. Acts 6 :6. lbi~. 13:2-
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Statistical Table.

X ....:lIES ( >I' :lI E SS EX I ; ER S .COUXTYP O S T OFFICECII l;RCH E S

t: :n
::; .3
v - ~

,.J :: =o :--. ";: . ,~ 0.=
;" '(;. '::: .-; .= ~ I PASTORS

~ I '1 I' 1 .. IH ~Hj ~ ~ iiii . ' . t.:: :::::· c ~ lI. C C :- · U ~ i=
I I Be ~·sheba ~ Locu s t Grove He. 1II'y l~lder D. Ht:.lJd.erson . W !~ :;p eer, A D Cast le la w l' " 2 4 .. . 69 j ' l 50 ~ 50 4 1'I! ;~d~;:S~;~
2 O Zla S Mc Do n otur h Henry Elder A C E l Iio t t , J F W ill irur hum , GO Brn u n on 1 3 90, 2 50 /50 3 E lhott '.
J Fdendship Mc l ntv re Wilkin son .. By Le tter - - - - - - ' - • I'" 27 I 00 2 00 2 God a rd .
4 Flint River Thom aston Up son J B Bro w n , A G Self E ll is Daniel - - 2 2 .. 1 1 51 2 00 3 00 1 Whatley
5 l\ll , Mariah Ma n s fie ld New to n P D Leach . W S Kirkpa trick: - -. - 30 .2 45 3 00 4 E ll iott
6 M t , X ebo M itchell G la scock Iu liu s Davis. Will iam Wilch er - - . ' ", 44 1 00 2 00 2 Hays
i Flat Rock, Zebulon Pike W hole Ch urch - - - . - - 5 1 ... ... 49 ·1 50 4 00 1 Henderson
$IHeb ron Jonesboro Clay to n A V Manu - - - - - - - - 18 50 200 I Godard
9 N ew Hope Thoma s ton Ups on J H Blou n t , Joe Blount - - ' - - 2 1 2 45 1 un 2 75 3 Wrigh t

10 Un ion .. -; .. : Barnes ville Mon ro e J F Taylor. E D Taylor . \\' H T a y lo r ': - .. 2 2 . .. ..·l.. 331 1 50 5 00 I W ri g h t
11 B~llah : : GI:i ffin ~paldil! g- Elder S G Ra.tliff, G G Head .•~ A '~:ooten . - ~ ..1 .: z: 1 00 2 75 2 ' '-:h.atl ey
12 LIbe rty :\ltlner I Ik e Eld ers J 1\1 I, Barron . G A ,\ rt z h t I ~1 ,\ h atl v E ! 2 I 1 81 1 50 1000 4 \\ rizh t
131P h iliPPi Blitch Bull ock IElder A J Br own . J H Hendrix [Dnugh ertv' 1 ....1. .. 26 1 00 2 00 2 Br own
14 Concord Monticel lo Jas per ·I'v.pPe rson. And rew Person - - - - 1 1.. · I 11 66

1

2 75 10 00 31IIen d ers on
15 Sandy Creek Fl ov il la _ Bu tt s 1'1' G Pres ton , W D P res to n. A C T owles - - 3 '" 11 73 3 00 10 00 2 n ltiot t
I~ Beth el J~ckson; ~utts J :. ,,:nu g hn . C R, ~lennett. J T Bennett - - 1 , 30 ~O ~ 50 31 \\' h~tl eY
1/ Ocm ulgee G lnd esvi lle Ju sp et " ' IJ I Go odman. J I Moo n - -r- - - -1 1 I 15 /5::> 00 3 t-nr ron
18 1.eb a n on nnmpton !He n r y w xr xwuv.o re stnims - - ~ 1 1 21 34 I SO 2 00 I E ll iott
19 Fores! ;. Forest P a rk .Clnv ton R .W ,Da\'ls' ,G W n ead : H J Cmilar - - - 5 5 1 .... 1 21 781 3 ug 5 0 0 2I H~I!derSO ll
20 x ew I' ellows 'l p , I ~I 0 1ll'oe.: J D \\ ebb , c..·w I vey - - - - - - 2 .. . 1 ... .. . .. . .... 8 7::> 2 25 2 \\ ndlt
--- ----------.------------ -- -----·------------------!-----------------l - ---,--- ------ -- --- 1------------------ .--------------------

: . . . \20 9 2 4 5 9 13 9611 30 70 87 25



ORDAINED ELDERS.

W. T. GODARD. Milner, Ga.
J. A. WRIGHT, Zebulon, Ga.
J. L. HAYS. Mansfield, Ga.
DAN HENDERSON, McDonough, Ga. Rt. 3
A. C. ELLIOTT, McDonough, Ga. Rt. 2

S. G. RATLIFF, Griffin. Ga.
A. J. BROWN, Blitch, Ga. Rfd
B. J. WILLIAMS, Blitch, Ga. Rfd
T. M. WHATLEY, Orchard Hill Ga.
J. M. F. BARRON, Milner, Ga., Rt. 2.

LICENTIATES.

J. P. VAUGHN, Jackson, Ga.
J. F. TAYLOR, Barnesville, Ga.
W. H. TAYLOR, Barnesville, Ga.
ELLIS DANIEL, Thomaston, Ga.
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