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Held with ' Mt. Pleasant
Church, Bacon County,
Georgia, Friday, ' Satur
day and Sunday, Nov
ember 2, 3 and 4, 1917 .
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·'·1 ELDER J. T. MINCHEW, Moderator
r. P. MIKELL, ,Clerk





PROCEEDINGS OF THE. 75TH ANNUAL SESSION OF
ALABAHA RIVER PRIMITIVE BAPTIST

ASSOCIATION

'I'he introductory ser mon was prea ch ed by E lder Wm.
Holcombe of th e Pula ski As sociation, from Isaiah Ll.th
Chapte r, 6th Verse.

After thirty minu te s intermission, the delegates assem
bl ed in the house. The Association was called to order by

th e former Mod erator. Prayer by E ld er W. R. Rhoden of
th e SUvvance Association and :proceed to business as foJ
lows:

1st. Read letters from eigh teen church es, ministered
th eir. state, and enr oll ed delegates names.

2nd. Elected ]~lder J. T. Minchew Moderator, and
~T. P. :M:ike ll cle rk, by hallot.

:3r d . Read the decorum and invited visiting ministers
of our faith, order, and practice to seats 'with us . '

4th. Appointed, Elder Wm. Hires, Brethern L ester
Cole, B . ~T. Minchew , together with the messengers of th is
church a committee on finance and prea ch in g.

5th . Appointed Brothers 1. F . Robinson, Matthew
Car te r , J . B . Harris tog et her with the Mod erator and CIerI;:
a commit tee 01t business . .

6th . Call ed for cor r esp onde nce from th e Sister Asso
«iations and r eceived from -the Un ion a package of minute...;
hy Elder B . L. Starling. From the Och locknee, a package
of minutes by Elder J . , V. Gardner. From the Suwanee
a package of minuteshy Elder ,V. R. Rhoden. From th e
Pulaski E lder Wm. Holcombe without minutes.

7th . Appointed Bro. J . O. Waters to write t he corre
sponding letter.

8th . On motion adjourned until tomorrow 8 :80 a . H I.

SECOND DAY, SATURDAY 8:30 A. M. ·
Met accordin g t o adjourum ent, and aft er prayer by E l



del' J . R . Dukes of the Suwanee, cal led th e 1'011 and pro
ceeded as f'ollows :

9th. Renevve,d the call for further cor r esp ondenc e from
the Sister Associations and receiv ed correspondence and
visitors as fo llows:

F'rorn the Ocklockn ec Elder J . 'V. Gardner and Bro. JJ.
Johnson.

From the Suwanee E lder 'V. R. Rhoden, E lder J : H.
Dukes, Elder C. H. Fowler and Bro. C.. M. Fowler.

From the Pulaski Elder J . T. H ill and Elder Vvm.
Holcom'b.

From the Union, Elder B . IJ. Starlin g and Bro. J. D.
Boykin.

LOth. Calle d for the r eport of th e busin ess commit tee
wh ich was handed in , r ead and approved.

REPORT OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE
, Ve, your Commit te e on Business, have examin ed the

correspondence and find nothing obj ectionable and r ecorn
mend the same course of business as appears in last year ' 8

minutes.
,Ve recommend that Brothers ~T.P. Mikell and .J. O.

Waters write th e memorial letters on de ceas ed ministore
and deacons.

1] t h. Calle d for marked let t er s, and found two. On
motion agreed to hold our next session with Ben .I a mc-,
Chu r ch, Pierce County, Ga. '

12th. Call ed for cor-resp ondin g letter which was r ena
and adopted.

CORRESPONDING LETTER
Vve the Alabahu River Primitive Baptist Association ,

now in session with Mt. P leasant Church, Bacon County;
Ga ., to the Associations 'with whom we correspond, sendetli
greetings :

Beloved in th e Lord through th e k ind and t ender mer
cies of an all-wise God, we have be en spared and bless ed to
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hold anoth er session of ou r body in pea ce an d lov e. Ou j'

churche s are all r epresented , and all r eport p eac e and love.
Your ministers came to us ladened with the gladsome
news of "Salvation by Grace ", which causes 11S to rejoice
and take cour age , hoping that 'we may be enabled by " Gr ace
Divine " to march onward and upward to the mark of the
prize as it is in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Deal'
Brethren we desire a continuation of your love and cor
r esponden ce. Th e n ext session of our body will be h eld ,
th e Lord willing, with Ben James Church P ierce County,
Ga ., commencing on Friday before the First Sunday in
November, 1918 ; six mi les North East of Waycross, ann
three miles vVest of Homestead, both on A . C. L. R. R .
when and where we hope to me et with you again. Unt il
then, Dea~ Brethren farewell.

13th. Ret urn ed cor-respondence as follows: To the
Suwanee to convene with Salem Church , Columbia Coun
tv, F'lot-ida, on Saturday before the 4.:th Sunday in Septem 
her, ] 918. fiv e mi les South-west of White Springs on the
G. S. & F: R. R. six mi les \lVest of ' Velborn on the A. C. L .
R. R. Brethren J. O. Waters, S. M. B ennett, S. F. Rob
in son, S. P. Wainwr-ight, E. S. :lVIcGee, Randal Davis, A. 1\1.
Ste war t, J. F . Knox and ~lder J . A . Osteen. rro the Union
to he held with Spring Hill church four miles Northwest of

ISpar ks, "three miles West of Lenox both on theG. S. & F .
R. R.: Brethren Matthew Carter, R. 'V. Bennett, E . E . .Ion es.
'\T. H . Bowenand BIders B. A . Thornton and J . T . Min chew.
To conve ne Saturday bef o.re th e 3rd Sunday in October',
'1918.

'I'o the Ochlocknee to conven e with P leasant Grove
Church, Colqu itt Coun ty, three mi les East of Moultrie: E l
d rr B. A. Thornton, S. P. "Tainwright, A. L . Brannen. rro
eon ven e Saturday before t he 4th Sunday in October ] 9] 8.

'I'o th e Pu laski to con vene ' at ZionHill church , rrif t
County, Georgia, f'our miles 'Vest of Chula on the G. 8
& F . R. R. and fiv e miles Nor the ast of Ty Ty on th e A. C. TJ.
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R. H., conuuenciug on Satur d ay bef or e he f irst S un day H i

October, ]918 ': Brethren 'J . 0 : \V aters, I .J ;. S. Gu thrie, J. ,T.
H enderson and Elders ,T. A. Osteen , w». I-Ii res and ~J. ' rr.
Min ch ew . .

14th. On motion ca lled f o'l' the r eport of th e com mit tee
on finan ce awl preachin g which was r eceived and a do pted .
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MEMORIAM
Inasmuch as it has pl eased God t o r emove f r om 0 1\1'

midst isince our last Association two of our dearly 'beloverl
Deac ons, Br os, J. 1\'1. "V'arren and A . C. "\Varr en.

Our gr eat Ioss is f elt by the Baptists of our count ry,
we bow in humbl e su bmiss ion to Hi s holy 'will, and are
made t o r ealize t hat our loss is their ete rnal g ain .

Bro. J. n!f. "\Varren was born in Emanuel Coun ty,
Georgia, Ma y 8th, ] 840. H e united with the Primitive Bap
t ist chu r ch at Ben J am es, about 25 year s ago: "\Nas ordained
as a d ea con of Rome Chur ch a bout fiv e years ago, which
office h e se rv ed faithful to . the end . H e di ed in .Iulv,
1D17, at his hom e in S01:; t h F'lor ida, where he had r ecentl .:r
r emoved. Br o. A. C. Warren , a y ounger brother of Br o.
J. jL Warren was horn in Emanuel Coun t y, Georgi a , ]' el1 
ruarv 23, 1854. H e un ite d wi th th e Primitive Baptist at
]\Tew Ho pe Ch nrch ab out 35· years azo , was ordain ed d ea con
of that Ch ur r-h ab out 32 y ears ago an d was a fai thfnl ser 
va nt of th at Chur chas long as h e lived.

He departed th is life September 31':1, ]916.
"\Ve hn mbl y tr-ust that theLor d will fill their absen ce in

t he ir humbl e homes, and in th e chu rc h, wi th hi s royal pres

once . "\Ve pray God 's bl essings on th eir . families, i s 0111'

p eti tion for Chr ist sake , Amen.

DECORUM
1. This A sso ciation shall op en and close with pra yer.
2. 'l' hose mem bers chosen hv the chu r ches of our uni on. '

ehal l compose the Ala hah a Ri ver Primitive Ba pt ist As so -

ela t ion .
:L Th e mem bers thu s ch osen shall pr oduce let t ers from

th eir r esp ective ellur clies cer t ifying t heir appointmen t , to , '
~'e t h er w it h uu mher ba pt ized , r eeeiv ed by letter , r estored,
di smi ssed, expe lle d a nd t ot a l numh er in f ellowship sinc e

our last sess ion.
4. Th is Asso ciat ion sh all n ot have power t o lord it

over Gods heri t agc nor infringe on al~')' of the in tern u1

J'i ~. ~·hts of th e ehurch es.
5



5. The Association shall ha ve a Mod erator and Cler k.
who shall be chosen by the m em bers presen t.

6. It shall be the ' duty of the :Mod er a t or .to preserve
order, to explain and put qu estions, and shall have the
same ri gh t to spe ak as any other member; provided the
eha ir be f ill ed , but shall no t vote unl ess th e 'body shall J;e
equally di vided.

7. It shall be the duty of the Cle r k to k eep a fair r ec
ord of th e proceedings of th e As sociations; .th e minute
shall be r ead and amended, if n eedful , and signe d by the
Moderator and Cler k 'bef or e th e Association adjourns:

8. Any church p etitioning by 'let t er and delegat es for
admission into this Association shall he if found orthodox

. and orderly , r eceived by the Moderator exten ding the i-igh ;
hand .of . f ell owship to her d elegates.

9. Each churc h shall have thc righ t to sen d t,wo del
eg ates t o th e Association, and no more.

10. E ver v qu ery presen t ed shall he f a.irlv .stat ed in ·
writing and approved by a majority bef ore being t ak en up .

11. E very motion made an d sec onded sh all come un 
rl er observation of th e Associa t ion , unl ess it be withdrawn
hy the person wh o made it by, consent of the As sociat ion .

12. E ver y person who speaks in debate sh all r ise front
his scat and addr ess the Moderator in an orderl y mann er ,
<mel sha ll not be inter-r-up ted ,whil e sp eaking unl ess he d e
part from the subject .

1::~ " No p erson shall sp eak more than three t imes Ol~

th e sa me su bj ect , and shall n ot con t in ue hi s spe ech mo r:
than t en minu t es at a time wi thout leav e of tIle Assoc ia t ion .

14. Th er e shall be n o t alkin g or wh ispe r ing in time
of debate or public s p eec h , nor ref'l cet.ion cast upon t he
spe aker .

1G. Wh en a case is d ecid ed by vote, th er e sh all he no
more deb ating on the su bj ect .

I fi. N o member shall ab sent h imself from th e Ass ocia
t ion wi thout leave of the Associat ion .

17. If any member sh all bre nk th e rul e» of th is Asso-
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cia t.ion he sha ll . be innuediately r eproved by the Mod er a
tor.

18'. These rules shall be r ead at eve ry Associa tion pre
v ious to . ente r ing on bus iness.

19. It sha ll be the duty of the Ass ociation t o k eep up
a cor resp on de nce wi th other associations of the same fait h
and ' order that a chain of connect ion may be preserved
amon g the churches .

20. To ,give the best advice they can in matters of
difficulty, and if the union be broken between any of the
siste r chu rc hes to inquire into th e cause of the breach and
r se their best en de av ors to r emov e the diffi culty ; hu t if
th e br ea ch cann ot be h eal ed , to wi thdraw from 'an y church
which th ey judge un sound in fai th or imm oral , in practi ce
II nt il th ey he r eclaimed.

21. r:L' 0 in vite any of the minist ers to assistance, if nee-
essar v ,

22. It shall be the duty of this Ass ocia t ion t o provi de
fo r the gene ral union of the churches, an d no t hold t hem
i n union th at su pp ort any modern missionary, Bi bl e or Sun 
d ay School union, society, theolo gical school, eithe r in th em 
se lves or an y oth er person, or in any soc iety that is no w
or mavbo hereaf t er cons t itute under pretext of circ ulat in g
th e 'gospel of Chr is t, or any secre t order, nor will it C0 1'

r espond with an y association that supports, or is an)' or
th e above named societ ies .

ABSTRACT OF PRINCIP'L,ES SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE
ASSOCIATION

1. , Ve heli eve in one onl y t r ue and living' God; that
there arc three in the Godh cad-c- Father , Son an d HoI,"
Ghost,

2. W e beli eve th e sce r-iptu re of th e Old an d New Tes
t am ents are th e wr-itt en word of God, and the onlv ru !o

.of fa it h and practi ce.
:3 . W e believe in th e doct r ine of et ernal and parti cul a r

c>l cction.
4. , Ve helieve in the do ctrine of original sin.
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5. \Ve beli eve in man 's impotency to recov er himself
from the fall en st ate he is in by nature, by his O\V11 free will

and ,ability. . \
6. ,Ve believe that sinners ..are justified in the si ght or

God only 'by the imputed righteonsness of Chr ist .
7. ,'le"believe that God's ele ct shall he ca lle d, r eg en

crated and' sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
8. ,Ve believe that the Saints shall p ersev er e in grace

. I

and n ev er finally fall away.
9. W e believe that Baptism.vthe Lord's Supper and

washing th e Saint ' 8 feet are ordinances , and believ e the on1,\
true mode of baptism is by immersion.

. 10. ,Ve beli eve that the punishment of the wicked sh al I
be eve r las t ing,and th e jo ys of the righteous shall be ete r n al.

11. ,Ve beli ev e that no man has the right to the ad 
ministration or the ordinance of baptism and th e Lord 's
Sup per except such as are r egularl y calle d and come under
th e h and s of the' presbytery.

12. Vil e 'believ e in the r esurrection of th e dead and :1.

gen eral judgm ent.

CLERKS AND THEIR PAST OFFICES
Antioeh-J. VV. David son, Winokcr, Ga. ,
B en J am es-VV. H . Bowen, Bl~ckshear, Ga.
Heth esda--:-A. TJ. Brannen , J esup, Ga .
Bi g Creek-Geo. rr. Mik ell , Screv en, Ga.
Cor in t h- W. D. Murry, Odu m, Ga.
Damascus-c-Geo. I-Ieyers, Coffee, Ga .
'}1jlim- R . "N. Cole , Nicholls, Ga.
Mars Hil1-.T. R . Car te r . Hoboken , Ga .
~1t . Plea sant, (Bacon Co.) - A. F . 'McL an e, Alma , Ga.
IVft . Pl ea sant, nVare Co. )- .T. ,V. Ellni ee, Waycross , Gel..
~rt. 7Jion-.J. F: Kn'o,x. Bl a cksh ear,"Ga.
New H ope-v-I. J. Blocker , Hick ox , Ga . :
Bi g' Creek-Oe o. H. 'Mik ell , Screv en , Ga .
Providen ce-i-B. lV1. James, Manor, ' Ga .
Ramnh-S. R. Jordan, Ho ckin gham, Ga .
Rehobeth-c-Walter Smith, Waresboro , On.
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' HomC- l\ . 1\1. Bov ctt , B ea ch , ' Ga ., 110llt u 1.

Satj lt'a-A . 1;Y. Moody, Screven; Ga.
J. P . Mikell , , 7il aycross, Ga.: Box 6.39, Cler k of th e A:;; -

s nc ia ti OJl.

NAMES OF MINISTERS P. ND THEIR POSTOFFICES
Elder J . 'I'. Xl.inchew, Waycross, Ga .,' R . F. ,D., No.1 . "
E lder \,V. P. Nunez, Blackshear, Ga., R. F. D. No-. 1.
Elder I-I. J . Gr iffis, Odum, Ga :; 'R: F . D. No.2.
E ld ei' VV. M. Hyers, Coffee; Ga .
E lder B . A . Thornton,I-lick6x, Ga . '
Elder .T. ,T, Hays, Sur r en cy , Ga.
E ld er VV. D . Bryant, Rockingham, Ga. , R. 'B'. D ; No. B.
E lder T. J . Di lbon, Gnisie, Ga.
E ld er Banks Lewi s, Alma, Ga.
E ld er J." A. Osteen , Guisie, Ga .
E ld er Simeon '.thornton, Black sh ear; Ga.

LICENTIATES
S. , V. Lyons, Hi ck ox , Ga.
Auber v 'T homas, Offerman , Ga.
,T. P. ~r ik ell , ,Y ay cross, Ga. , P. O. Box 6;3~).

J 0 U R N A L (U;7j;;:t.f~~ro HER A L 0

WAY CRO S S . GA ,
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Antioch .
Ben James .
Bethesd a .
Bethleh em .
Bi g Creek .
Cor in th .
Damascu s .
Elin .
Mars Hill .
Mt . P leasant . .
Mt. Pleasant ..
Mt. Zion .
New H.~pe .

. New P r os pec t .
Providen ce .. ,
Ramah .
Rehobeth .
Rome .
Sat.il1 n .

. 1

Charlton
Pierce ...
Wayne
Pierce
Wayne
Wayne
Pierce
Coffee
P ie rce
B :3. C(;l1

Ware ... .
Pierce
Wayne .
P ierce .
'War e .
Pi erce .
'War e .
" Tare .
1v~ vn e

S. P. Wainwright, J . W. Davidson . .
W. H. Bowen, J. O. W a t ers .
A. L. Bra n nen , C. Ed enfield .
John M oody, J. S. Thornton .
R. W . Benne t t , Hansel Tir e .
J. D. Murry, J. R. W estberry .
Wm. Hires , R. Bonham .
John Roberts, Lester Cole .
Matthew Ca r ter , G. P . Warren . . . ..•
J. A. Osteen, A. M. Ste wa r t .
J. P. Mik ell, J. W. Eunice , .
Randall Davis , E. S. McG ee .
Iv ev Do wling, E. E. J on es .
Matthe w R ohinson, J. D. H a rri s .
E . M. Cr ibb .
I. F. R obinson, S. R. J ordan .
George Gill ia r d, B. J. Minchew .
J. T . Min chew . .J. J. Hen de rson ' .
A. 'Waldron , Ransom Robinsoi
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