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Mr. Duggen
South 1l4th Street
Chestertony Indiana

Dear Mr. Duggan:

A telephone conversation with my wife this afternoon revealed to ue that
you are not interested in maintaining neighborly relations with those
who would invite Negro friends to their home. Since I presume that a
personal conversation with you on this subject would be painful to both
of uss and would accomplish littles I have felt it necessary to write
this letter,

During the last ten years I have studied at five of the universities in
this countrys and am now a faculty member at a sixth. In the course of
this experience I have made a2 number of close friends of many racess and
have discovered that the color of a man's skin mekes no difference whatever
in his capabilities or personality. While studying for the Christian
ministrys I learned from the clear teaching of the Bible and from the
testimony of the great men of the Church through the ages that all races
were exactly equal in God's sights not only because He created them equaly
but because He redeemed them all by shedding His blood for them on the
Cross. And as an American citizeny I recognize that our Constitution
absolutely forbids the preferential treatment of any races or the subjection
of any race by any means whatever.

Unfortunately ~ in spite of the clear evidence provided by education:
religionsy and patriotism - there are still some comrunities (generally in
rural areas) and some individuals (generally with inadequate educational
backgrounds) who persist in maintaining prejudicial positions toward

other races. For examples while in Californias I found that a close Jap-
anese physician-friend of mine had difficulty renting an apartment -
simply because he was not a nember of the white race. In Chestertons I
have discovered» there are quite a number of people who set themselves up
as judges of other races; and the result is that non-whites find it next
to impossible to live in the town. To put it mildlys such a back-woods
attitude is unfortunate; to put it more stronglys it is a darmmable perver-
sion of the Christian religions since it is inconceivable that Jesus Christ
would have acted this way.

Now I realized that the attitude just described existed in Chesterton
(and in fact this is one of our reasons for moving - since we have many
educated friends of other races who do not deserve to be subjected to
such bigotry when visiting us); but I certainly did not think that my
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next-door neighbors took this attitude, Now that I know that you are
of this viewpoints I have several things to say - and I would appreciate
your passing then on to any of the other neighbors who feel as you do.

Firsts from a purely personal standpoints my property is my property. and
I have both the legol and the moral right to invite anyone I wish to visit
rne on ity as long as they do not attempt to interfere with the activities
of my neighbors on their properties. Therefores I shall continue to in-
vite whonsoever I will to my howmes and I strongly suggest that those who
do not like this mind their own business., The people I invite wills it

is trues differ from my neighbors in several respects. They wills to be
specifics be educateds intelligents Christian people ~ not ignorant:
prejudiceds bigoteds pagan individuals who are too stupid to recognize
that a man should be judged on his own merits rather than on the basis of
sone irrelevant criterion such as the color of his skin, The people I
shall not invite to my home are those who would play God - hold-overs from
the KluKlux Klan era of uglys prejudiced ignorance. Unhappilys» it seems
that the latter consists not of nasty Negroes: but those whom I am forced
to regard as white trash.

Seconds I strongly recommend to those who disapprove of my guests that

they make cne~tenth of the effort I have to study racial factors and their
importances and that they gain some of the wide expericnce that urban and
university living provides. Then there is some slim possibility that they
nay discover that they have becn living in a dream-world of bigotry hav-
ing no basis whatever in fact., They may then find that they are as behind-
the~tines as people who still think that todds curc warts.

Thirdlys I wish to emphasize that the kind of bigotry you apparently re-
present makes you unworthy of the name of American citizen» and pushes

you beyond the pale of the Christiah Church., No American who realizes
that boys of all races have bled and died for thern in our warss and no one
capable of reading our Constitution czn doubt for a moment that our nation
is founded on the principle that every person deserves equal treatment
with everyone else., From the Christian standpoints we have Paul's clear
statement that "There is neither Jew nor Greeky ncither bond nor free:

but ye are all one in Jesus Christ." You tread on very dungerous ground -
I tell you this as an ordained minister of the Gospel - when you live as
if this passage were not included in the Holy Scriptures, If you consider
yourscelf a Christians you had better start thinking and living like ones
not as an out-and-out hypocrite. Our nation has becn criticized by the
worlds and the Church has becn criticized by those of other religions
because there are still "Americans’' and ‘iChristians” who maintain prejudicial
attitudes towards those of other races. God help your Mr. Duggans if you
cone before your Maker with this kind of attitude toward some of those

He has created and redeemed.

(The Rev.) John /. Moutgomery

P.S. After returning home this eveningy I was informed of the disgusting
conduct toward my wife and children on the part of the neighbors - the
name-callings etc. - and the fact that you were in large part responsible
for stirring this up. Mr. Antonio Mazzala in particular used disgusting
language toward my wifes and the rest of you seemed to enjoy the show



debw I stopis otbvar o ditgdn Ieoron od? ban Legsl it dted swd T

'-aaw;tu:%mr oy ddiw exolradnl of Iggwids dou ob yedd se 3 m.( as «¥i oo sm'f ;
: :.ﬂ}: of sutinos Lfardes T rouotensnT .eeidtogosy 1leid oo svodidgisa wwde

a5 daod? Judd Imoppue yinmosiz 1 bas vepiod v o Like I =oveoerafe s3tv

3% vLitw s3bent I siqosg il  .saoutowd awo whedd buler gidd odil dom ob -

of oF +fibw yodT .mdosgiex Iszevss ab evoddpien b cowd 3s31ib rouad ef
eénanoagl toa - nigoss nal¥eluld «dmeglilednl tbadsoube of 1ofiiseqn
Balimoson of biguie oof 910 ofw elaubivibnt angeq «betonid Beokbulong
ko alond wif mo medd asddes sdltem awo ald av baghul od biveds com b dodd
.m.cgwq i . pids ald Y0 ftolos edd so dove m,f-m#ha ducvolodal som

auovomblod - bod ¥alq bleow oifw sscid 018 sncd yo od sdivii 3oa Llods | .- P

1 o5 1k 1ylly Aol oonswonni beolbupovq eylsy To swe sell B e B
foge (o3 &1 h ewﬂj md xaac-xasﬁ \zsam Yo 308 edelmuco gsddel aid dadd
: -ﬁami M...dw B - b*x;;gm 9&1

o3 awawg e 1o svamm@ aﬂw saaﬁ:t od Emarmoe‘: zi@rwﬂa 2 tbm%i
o amio:.:& Latost ybuss of sved I 3951ks ond To dinsi-one ston yedd
sd sodd sonobreqxe abbw add To amon itken $odd sedd bas um#'mqmi,
Mﬁ mﬁ %&tﬁdtﬁm alls euce i swodd ned? .meblvosy sibvil ¢dletovinw

mid Yo Blvow-nsodd s af asivii oood sved yods $add wevossidb yoa ‘

"ﬁ‘““‘“’" """’AW Yous add Dust medd yao-xodl .font ab wevedadu alesd ou gak .

».;i.aﬁm m@ aﬁm& ;mﬁis mu: f.u:}a :mw ai:cgagq m a%.maew“— ,

.ﬁa-mm ﬁsﬁaiﬂ@ oil# 1o &iﬁg o3 fm,s;@g m 2

a0t bsib bux boid evad geosn LIS 15 evod dmid

: :& 'sn‘i Fduol s!é;a miéﬂ#ﬁmoa o gaibaey 1o sidages
' :j1 u@ma& mmoq dndd slqionkig odd ne- Babugol Bl
4D oid mov¥ . Joelo spoypzeve Hiiw

m‘wﬂ tmd Mﬂl&u ﬂias'zb o wota w3 ion o azﬁ-ﬂ'}?’ .’fﬁiﬂ‘ Jususdcte

wawsm.b.m_m 50 bostd wo¥ Y.3mbwfD sussh of ouo Lip oxs a3y dwd

de » fegaoh odd Yo tedaintn Seaisbso #s wa pldd woy fls? I et
Wq 4308 lof add ot bebo Lol Jos S0M ﬁam mﬁ ’u-.

bRy ssﬁ mﬁmz , .aﬂhmﬁ 3m-xbswm:tw o e :tm L
ﬁ%a 2o Beatii et hz*a,taziﬂo aved aad Sowid wld has ablgow
ofw "saskiaiuidt bup Vemcskwemdl [life 914%?9'1&2{3 eappsed

.z_H ,m q,imi ;mg; ,ags,g-; 1134*5‘,:?;: zg saodd abm# Mﬁsﬁiﬁa.“

ai”%ﬁﬁ&&ﬁ‘t Mm ﬁaiwm sm! s’ﬁf' o

'm I‘ igmaw aat‘ilt ams}d m%&mz.ésm mﬁ& v--_;.J& ‘!f :
mz:m mﬁﬁa r:m a&m- MWs-iaawm_




immensely., In order to have this permanently stoppeds we notified the
Chesterton Police Department this evening concerning the whole matters
and o policeman will be contacting Mr. Mazzala toworrow, The police
suggested that if there is any further trouble along this line that I
obtain the equivalent of a cease-and desist order from a Justice of the
Peace; needless to says I shall not hesitatec for a moment to do this if
I hear so nuch as a whisper relxting to this matter from you or any of
the other neighbors in the future,



PERRY
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