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A telephone conversation with my wife this afternoon revealed to r.1e that 
you are not interested in maintaining neighborly relations with those 
who would invite Negro friends to their home. Since I presuoe that a 
person&l convers~tion with you on this subject would be painful to both 
of us, and would accomplish little, I have felt it necessary to write 
this letter. 

During the last ten years I have studied at five of the universities in 
this country• and ar.1 now a faculty r.1ernber at a sixth. In the course of 
this experience I have a nunber of close friends of many races• and 
have discovered that the color of a man's skin nakes no difference whatever 
in his capabilities or personality. While studying for the Christian 
ministry, I learned from the clear teaching of the Bible and from the 
testinony of the great men of the Church through the ages that all races 
were exactly cqu~l in God's sight, not only because He created them equal, 
but because He redeemed them all by shedding His blood for ther:1 on the 
Cross. And as an Americ~n citizen, I recognize that our Constitution 
absolutely forbids the preferential treatment of any race, or the subjection 
of any race by any means whatever. 

Unfortunately - in spite of the clear evidence provided by education, 
religion, and patriotism - there are still some communities (generally in 
rural areas) and some individuals (generally with inadequate educational 
backgrounds) who persist in maintaining prejudicial positions toward 
other races. For example• while in California, I found that a close Jap-
anese physician-friend of mine had difficulty renting an apartment -
simply because he was not a member of the white race. In Chesterton, I 
have discovered, there are quite a number of people who set themselves up 
as judges of other races; and the result is that non-whites find it next 
to impossible to live in the town. To put it mildly, such a back-woods 
attitude is unfortunate; to put it more strongly• it is a damnable perver-
sion of the Christian religion, since it is inconceivable that Jesus Christ 
would have acted this way. 

Now I realized that the attitude just described existed in Chesterton 
(and in fact this is one of our reasons for moving - since we have nany 
educated friends of other races who do not deserve to be subj,2cted to 
such bigotry when visiting us); but I certainly did not think that my 





next-door neighbors took this attitude. Now the.t I k.11ow that you are 
of this viewpoint, I have several things to sc,y - and I would appreciate 
your passing then on to any of the other neighbors who feel as you do. 

First1 from a purely !)ersono.l standpoint, my property is my property, and 
I ho.ve both the lego.l and the right to invite o.nyone I wish to visit 
neon it, as long as they do not attempt to interfere with the activities 
of my neighbors on their properties. Therefore, I shall continue to in-
vite whomsoever I will to my hor,1e, and I strongly suggest that those who 
do not like this their own business. The people I invite will• it 
is true, differ fro1:1 my neighbors in several respects. They will, to be 
spe:ific• be educated, intelligent, Christian people - not ignorant, 
prejudiced, bigoted, pagan individuals who are too stupid to recognize 
that a man should be judged on his own raerits rather than on the b~sis of 
sane irrelevant criterion such as the color of his skin. The people I 
shall not invite to hooe are thos0 who would play God - hold-overs from 
the KluKlux Klan era of ugly, prejudiced ignorance. Unhappily, it seems 
that the latter consists not of nasty Negroes, but those whom I ai:1 forced 
to regnrd as white trash. 

Second, I strongly to those who disapprove of guests that 
they make one-tenth of the effort I have to study racial factors and their 
importwnce, nnd that they gain sor.1e of the wide experience thnt urban and 
university living provides. Then there is some sli~ possibility that they 

discover that they have boon living in a dream-world of bigotry hav-
ing no basis whatever in fact. They nay then find that they o.re as behind-
thc-tines as people who still think that todds cure warto. 

Thirdly, I wish to e@phnsize that the kind of bigotry you apparently re-
present makes you unworthy of the nar:1e of American citizen, n.nd pushes 
you beyond the pale of the Christiah Church. No Aweric2n who realizes 
that boys of ull races have bled and died for therJ in our wars• n.nd no one 
capable of reading our Constitution c::-.. n doubt for a r.1orne11t that our nation 
is founded on the principle that every person deserves equal treatment 
with everyone else. Froi:1 the Christinn sta.."ldpoint, we have Paul's clear 
stater.1out tho.t "There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, 
but ye are all one in Jesus Christ. 11 You tread on very d..mgcrous ground -
I tell you this as an ordained minister of the Gospel - when you live as 
if this passage were not included in the Holy Scriptures. If you consider 
yourself n Christian, you he.d better start thinking m~.d living like one t 
not as an out-and-out hypocrite. Our nation has been criticized by the 
world, and the Church has bee:n criticized b:r those of oth0r religions 
because there are still llAmeric~msll and ;iChristiuns:r who maintain prejudicial 
attitudes towards those of other races. God help you1 Mr. Duggan, if you 
coE1e be fore your Maker with this ki:nd of attitude toward some of those 
He hns created and redeemed. 

(The Rev.) John i;J. Montgoi:1ery 

P. S. After returnL1g hor:1e this evening• I was informed of the disgusting 
conduct toward r.1y wife and children on the part of the neighbors - the 

etc. - and the fact that you were in large pnrt responsible 
for stirring this up. Mr. Antonio Mnzza.la in particulnr used disgusting 
langunge toward my wife, and the rest of you seemed to enjoy the show 





ir.trJensely. In order to ho.ve this perr.1anently stopped, we notified the 
Chesterton Police Dcpnrt@ent this evening concerning the whole matter, 
and o. policeman will be contacting Mr. Mazzala tor.1orrow. The police 
suggested that if there is any further trouble along this line that I 
obtain the equivalent of a cease-and desist order fror:i a Justice of the 
Peace; needless to say, I shall not hesitate for a @ooent to do this if 
I henr so i:1Uch as a whisper rek~ting to this matter fror:i you or any of 
the other neighbors in the future. 
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