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First

.L re t t y
ee n times
in my
fo r it-

( hlpful ,
h vc een

to nde r -
s') ee pl y
hea l their

t: venl.y king
ccs . f'reet i s
d t r ou zh Hi s

tb w y I will try
r th y JU will
I oJ . I c .f ·s t.ha

{l y in the Ja st ,
t.J a urden-

n l On

i~ nne sf y ~oint d
1 b : n tr-me OQsl y

y Jarthly · il~rima~e .

r.r: ' imr,JrWnt me chani sm
t (. r-i,rx often calle °
b t tur an ffi0 r e tra

"s 1 sca rchin_ . " I
11 the l roces ses

I ha 1 t l east _

... ..... ..... . .

. it
only
I ..a

th flo k, th Y wo 1
ri b00ks .
'rite th~n to remind ynu that in spite

~f 11 t ir fults , those early Chris t ians
k~ t t 6 faitn ; rn3intain~ the oral tradi
tio. u~til u: 4 y th H01y S ,irit t o
. rite i t '~') ; t .rscrvc-t the manusc r-i.pt.s ;
set t e ca .~n rf H01y Scri tur ; ~ua rded

a~ai ut er 0r ; transl te it all into t he
~3n .ia ~ ~./' t 1 eo"" ~ ; wrote C0IT1JTlentari s ,

.. , ar 1, In tr.e end died
' r cciv 1 tee rrcNises , but

a l')ng way off'(Beb . l l :13) .
sai i tr th th~t with0ut them
~u11 t ave kn n of Chris t .

, C,... .. v e

( Corrt . - . 3)
fections and , havin~ come to trust t eir
lives to Go~ throu~ Jesus Chr ost, :~:.

han-is with others like t.hernseI VE.S the ;t
ter to worshi~ anrl "itness . The chure , ir
the time pa rcrrthes i s , is imner_ect . B·'
could she be oth~r iS6 ith men ~nri W~

Inen likE.- ourselves in h r mem ersl-:ip .
Some of the critics start from th fal

premise that the early church was r cti
cally perfect ; that theirs as total~y

dedicated membership . It isn't f r frorr.
t h"t illusion to th8 conolusion t at toe
church to:ay is totally and h) ~elessly

apostate . The facts simply a no su rt
such a T ild co tenti~n . If one makes al'~l

ance for the rlifference in time an ci r c .
stance , t he contemnorary church is not 1t
all unlike the early church .

For instance , take a loak at that first
little ban' of isci les aath r€~ a ou
Jesus . The Treasurer 'as a thief(Joh '2 :6;
who betrayerl his leader Jr a bri e an; ,
in a fit of r morse , comnitte~ s ici
One of them , as late as the Crucif~ i~. ,

coul still "cus s Li.k> a sa 0] or • ..t ie
Last Sup er they ~0ckeye'i . ~r GSl l,)

only slightly r esembl eri t. e 10 ly Jalil~~n.

You say, ' Tha t was befor e otec~st anr

the indwellin Fr's~nce of the .01' S,:rit l
True , ut what abo t hnanias a ~ JO ora?
What a out the 'r ce que tio I cc
the root out of which necessity for ~£a-

cons grew? rl.nc! wha about th s t ~

f reign missionary personnel ( e?- 1
and Ba~na as ) ~ver ho shaul c_ns it~v

the second team . ete r and a 1 I

ball-to-eyeball ' confro tati0n in one s
the early church busines~ meetin s , rA
if ')ne is intcrestcrJ in kn o ina h JW S ~rry

some of those early Chri s t i 0 S • ere , ~ v

him reai Corinthians .
What th se critics either ~0 not y.r.~ r

will not learn is that the cn rc.
er been t any oint On his 0~'

f r nt than it is no • There h:v
b€en he d ~~icrted a~~ tt i .'if~

th humble an~ the nroud ; the z
the a athetic .

Don 't misunrerstan
critics but she nee s
It js r el at i vel e sy to s i
ch from a safe ~istance. The
man faul s . They nee 1 to e
have my ~u ts , .0 sv¥r , t.8
correct€~ by ca~in ~:s r 7Lr~ ',~

~r0 fat an r ro:sssi nal y" r:t O

bas 0n the latest rl°srr io
0St of hese critics ~

they w r e anc fe r oi t c
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