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Proceedings of the Ochlocknee
Association.

The Nineteeth Annual Session of the Ochlocknee Premitive
Baptist Association convened with Beth Sade Church, 9 miles
west of Moultrie, Colquitt County, Georgia, on October 21st,
22nd and 23rd, 1916. .

The Introductory Sermon by Elder 1. A. Wethington of
the Union Association, Text, 1st Chapter of John and 7th verse.

Prayer by Elder J. T. Strawder.
1st. Read letters from eleven churches and minuted their

state. I

2nd. Elected Elder E. R. Rhoden, Moderator and Elder
J. W. Gardner, Clerk.

3rd. Adopted minutes of . la st year as course of business.
4th. Read the Decorum.
5th. Invited brethren of our faith and order to seats with

us.
6th. Called for petitionary letters.
7th. Appointed. Committees as follows:
On Preaching' and Finance-Broethren M. F. Giles, F. M.

Renfroe, and M. C. Singleton, together with messengers of this
church.

On Business-Brothren B. B. Olive, T. S. Barrow, and E.
Lindsey, together with Moderator and Clerk.

On Memorials-Elder W. H. Godwin, M. F. Giles.
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8t h. Ca lled for Correspond ents of Association an d re
ceived a s fo llows :

From the San Pedro Association-D. S. Dixon and E lder
J. L. Townsend.

From the Pulaski Associati on-E. ,V. McCraney.
From the Union Association-Elder 1. A. Wethington and

1. G. Tutson.
From the Flint River Association-R. H . Alligood, E lder

T. J. Davis and T. H. Hester.
From the Alabaha Association-None.
9th. Called f or petitionary correspondents.
10th. Appointed J . D. Smith t o write corresponding

lett er.
11th. On motion adjourned until Monday Morning at 8:30

o'clock.
Pra yer by Elder T . J . Davis.

Monday Morning Session.

The ses sion opene d with prayer by Elder W . R. Rh oden,
f r om the Suwanee Association.

1st . Ca lled the ro ll.
2nd . Renewed the ca ll for correspondents, and received .
From the San Pedro Association, None.
From the Pulaski Association, None.
From the Union Association, None.
From the Alabaha Association, None.
.From the Flint River Association, None.
3rd. Extended invitation to vi sitors and received as fol

lows :
From the Pulaski Association, Elder T. J . Strawder.
From the Union As sociation, G. W . Dougherty, J. A. Zeig

ler, and T. R. Zipperow.
From the Alabaha Association, Elder J . A. Osteen.
From t he Flint River A ssociation, J. E. Black, Elder A. J.

McLeod, 'B. C. Da vis, and G. W. Dollar.
4th. Called f or report of business committee, and received

report as ' f ollows: We have examined the minutes and find



Minutes of the Ochlocknee As socia ti on . 'l
oJ

nothing objectionable.
5th. Returned correspondents as follows: To the San

Pedro Association, to .be held with Fellowship Church, Madi
son County, Florida, on the South Georgia Railway, 3 miles
Southwest of Sermons, on Friday before the first Sunday in
October, 1917, B. B. Olive, Elder J. B. Mullis and L. J. Renfroe.

To the Union Association to be held with Arna Church,
Coffee County, Georgia, Ph miles Northeast of Mora, on the
G. & F. Railway, to convene on Saturday before the 3rd Sun
day, 1917, J. VV. Gardner, E. R. Rhoden, ' H. M. Chastain and
J. B. Mullis.

To the Flint River Association, to be held with Zion Hill
Church, 1 112 miles North .of Cotton, Mitchell County, Georgia,
on the F. R. & N. E. Railway, to convene on Saturday before
the 1st Sunday in November, 1917, W. C. Singleton, E. Lindsey,
and J. W. Strickland.

To the Alabaha Association to be held with Mars Hills
Church, 2% miles Northeast of Hoboken, Pierce County,
Georgia, on the A. C. L. Railway, on Friday before the 1st
Sunday in November, 1916, J. B. Mullis, J. W. Gardner, E. R.
Rhoden, and F. M. Renfore.

To the Pulaski Association, to be held with Emmius Church,
3 miles East of Minona, in Crisp County, Georgia, on the G. S.
& F. Railway, on Saturday before the 1st Sunday in October,
1917, .J. W. Gardner and E. R.Rhoden.

6th. Called for corresponding letters, read and adopted.
7th. General meetings will be as follows:
First District, first fifth Sunday in 1917, to be held with

Pleasant Hill Church in Moultrie, Ga.
Second District, the second fifth Sunday in 1917, to be held

with Bethlehem Church, 2% miles West of Quitman, Brooks
County, Georgia.

8th Called for circular letter, read and adopted.
9th. Appointed Elder J. B. Mullis to -write the next cir

cular letter.
10th. Called for report on finance, and received the fol

lowing: We the committee on Finance submit the following:
We find $55.05 as contribution from the churches. We recom
mend that the sum of $32.50 be given to the Clerk for his
services: We recommend that 700 minutes be printed, 500 for
the church and 200 for correspondents: We recommend that
$22.55 be divided among visiting ministers.
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11tho Called f or report of committee on Memorial s. They
had nothing to report.

12th. On m otion adjourned to m eet with Sardis Church,
Colquitt County, 3 mil es North of Berlin on t he V. M. & W.
Railway, on Saturday before the 4t h Sunday, 1917 .

Clos ed with pr ayer by El der J. B. Mullis.

Resolution of Thanks.
Resolved, that we tender our heartfelt thanks to our

brethren and siste r s of Beth Sade Church, and fri ends, for their
kindness and care during our stay with them, and pray that
God may abundantly bless them according to h is t en der mercies.

Order of Preaching.
Saturday Morning: Th e introductory ser mo n by Elder 1.

A. Wethington, of the Union Association.
Saturday Afternoon: Elder A. J. McLeod of the Flint

River Association and Elder J. T. Town send of the San Pedro
Association.

Sunday Mornin g: Elder J. A. Osteen of the Al abaha
Association, and 1. A. Wet hingto n, of the Union Association.

Sunday Afternoon: El der W. R. Rh cden, of t he Su wanee
As sociation and Elder T. J. Davis, of the Flint River As socia
tion.

Mond ay Morning: El der S. T. Sheffield and J. W . wu.
liamsom, of the Flint River Association.

Closed by the Moderator.

Address of Ministers.
Elder D. N. Williams, Claxto n , Ga .
Elder A. L. P ear ce, Mou lt rie, Ga .
Elder E. Lindsey, Ti f t on , Ga .
Elder J. B. Mullis, Tifton , Ga .
Elder E. R. Rhoden , Moultrie , Ga .
Elder J.W. Gard ne r, Cam illa, Ga.
Elder VI. H . Godwin, Berlin, Ga .

.,'
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Licentiates.
L . .I ohnson , Moult r ie, Ga .

Corresponding Letter.

G

State of Georgia, Colqu itt County, October 22ncl, 1916.
W e the Ochlocknee A ssociation now in session, with Beth

Sade Chu rc h, t o our Sister Associa tio ns with whom w e cor
r esp on d:

Dea r Brethr en in Christ: Through the m er cies of our God
we a r e blessed t o hold another se ssion of our body . All of our
churches report peace and un ion. The bus iness of our Asso
ciation has been conducted in peace a nd love, and we sa y to
our Sister Associations that yo ur m in isters h ave preached the
Gospel as we beli eve, which is t he power of God unto Salva t ion,
t o everyone that believeth, f or which our hearts have be en m ad e
g lad. We desire t he cont inuation of your Brotherly corres-
pondence : J. D. SMITH.

Circular Letter.
By appoi ntment it becomes m y duty to write this cir cula r

lett er , t herefo r e, I will try t o wr ite of some things commonly
be lie ved among us. "For ye know the Grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was r ich, yet for yo ur sa ke s he beca me
poo r , that ye , through his prover ty might be rich (2 Cor. 8 chap.
9th verse.) Our text tells us that Jesus was rich. Think not
t hat our Savi or began to liv e when he was born of the Virgin
Ma r y . Imagi ne not that he dates his existen ce from the
manger; r em em ber he is the Eternal, H e is before all things
and by him all things exist. There was never a time in which
t he re w as not God, and just so there was never a period in
which t here wa s no t Christ the Lord. H e is se lf ex is tent , hath
no beg inning of days nor end of years. H e is the Immor t al , the
Invisible, the only wise God our Savior. W e are t old that Jesus
was ri ch; he wa s ri ch in posse ssions; behold him sit ti ng upon
h is t hrone decla r ing hi s all sufficiency. " If I were hungry, I
wo uld not t ell thee, for t he ca ttle on a thousand hills are m ine;
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mine a r e t he hidden trea sur es of Gold, mine a re the Pearls that
the divers cannot r each." When he came to earth he did not
come t o get our love be ca use hi s soul was soli tary, Oh, no,
his Father had a full delig ht in him f r om all eternity. Th e
three person s of t he God-head, F ather, son, and Holy Gh ost, took
a sac r ed deli ght in each other. Our poor fin ite minds are lost
in wonde r whe n we think of the riche s and love of God, and
to think that the Eminent Ap ostle says that his peopl e will
be like him! Yet he became poo r that we by his poverty mi ght
be made rich, yes heirs and joint heirs wi th him in the sweet
companion sh ip with the F ather, even before t he world began .
Now J esus bec ame poor that his people mi ght be made ri ch.
Never was there a poorer man t han Christ. He was the Prince
of Poverty. Loo k at his dress, it is woven f ro m top to bottom,
t he g a r me nt of t he poor . As fo r food, he wa s often hungry, and
wa s dependant on ot hers fo r the r eli ef of his wants. He who
scat te red the harvest over the bro ad a cres of the wo r ld had not
sometimes t he wherewith t o st ay the pangs of hunger; he who
digg ed the springs of t he ocean sa t upon the well curbin g a sk
ing a Samaritan w oman fo r a drink of water. H e walke d
hi s wea ry foot sore way over the hills of Galilee. He had not
where to lay hi s head, fo r we hear him say "The birds of the
air have nests, the faxes have holes, but the son of man hath
not where to lay his he ad. Oh for words to picture the humilia
tion of Jesus! What leagues of distance between him that sat
upon a throne to Him that died upon the cro ss. But you sa y,
"why the great sacrifice?" It was that w e might be made ri ch
and joint heirs with him in Glory beyond the starlit skies .

Now the g r ea t doctrinal point is this, if Christ in hi s pover
ty saved hi s people, which we believe, if the man of sor r ows
saved my soul, will t he man now exalted suffer it to perish?
If the dying sav ior ava iled for our salv at ion should n ot t he
living interceeding Savior abundantly secure it? N ow what
should hi s people do ? They should love and obey him and keep
themselves un spotted from the world. Space forbids that I say
more. May the Lord add his bl essing for the Saviors sake.

J. W. GARDNER.
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Rules of Decorum.

7

1. This Association shall open and close with prayer.
2. The members who are regularly chosen by the churches

in our Union shall compose the Ochlocknee Primitive Baptist
Ass ocia ti on ; t wo-thirds of which shall form a quorum.

3. Members chosen shall produce letters from their re
spective churches certifying their appointment, to gether with

. their number in fellowship, those received by experinece and
baptism and ot he r wise, di smissed, excommunicated, restored,
and dea d, sin ce our la st As sociation.

4. This As sosiation shall have no power to lord it over
God's heritag e, nor infringe on the internal ri ghts of any
church.

5. This Associa t ion shall have a Moderator and Clerk,
who shall be chose n of the member s present.

6. It sh all be the duty of the Mod erator to preserve order,
explain and put ques t ions ; he sha ll have the same ri ght of
speech as any other member, provided t he chair shall be filled,
but sha ll not vote except the body be equally divided.

7. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a fair record
of the proc eedings of the Association, and the minutes taken
shall be read and amended, if ne cessary, and signed by the
Moderator and Clerk before the As sociation rises. The Clerk
shan also ke ep a file of the minutes to be presented at each
Associ ation, and shall be a ccountable for all money deposited
in the hands of the Assoc ia ti on.

8. Any church applying by letter and delegates for ad
mittance, whi ch , upon examination is found orthodox and order
ly, shall be r eceived by the Association and manifested by the
Moderator g iving the right hand of fellowship to its delegates.

9. E very church shall have a right to send two delegates
to the Association, and no more.

10. Every motion made and seconded shall claim the at
tention of the Association, except withdrawn by the person who
made it, with the consent of the As sociation;

11. Every person who speaks must rise from his seat
and address the Moderator, and sha ll not be interrupted when
speaking except when he departs from the subject.

12. No person shall speak more than three times on the
same subject , without leave of the Association.
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13 . There shall be no talking or whispering in time of
public spe ech, nor reflection ca st on the spea ke r .

14. Whenever a ca se is decided by a vote, there sha ll be
no more debate on the sub ject.

15. No person shall absent himself from the Association
without leave of the Association.

Hi. This Association is in favor of preaching the gospel,
the circulation of the Scriptures, and the advantages of educa
tion, and recommends temperance and morality in general, but
to her m embers in particular, notwithstanding she is opposed to
all modern institutions of men, such as Missionary, Bible,
Tract, and Sunday School Societies together with Baptist State
Conventions and Theological Schools and such like, because
their connection with the Church of God is unauthorized by the
Scriptures. As such we cannot f ellowship them, or admit to
our church privileges any person who is therewith connected
in any wise, believing all such to be specula t ive in their nature
and fruitful sources for corrupting the church. In relation to
Free Masonry we recommend to our brethren who may already
be attached to that fraternity to immediately withdraw there
from, and when brethren leave the church and join that frater
nity, they are not such as follow after the things that make
f or pea ce and things wherewith one may ed if y another. Rom.
14:19. And as such, unless they manifest a suitable repentance
and immediately 'wit hdr aw therefrom, and make suit able ac
knowledgments, shall be rejected from the f ellowship of the
church.

17. We recommend to the churches composing this body
t o re ceive members who went off with the Mis sion ar ies and
all other Baptists at the time of their separation from us,
providing they bring satisfactory evidence of a leg al baptism
with a suitable confession of faith, and not otherwise in dis
or der, a nd not to receive any who have been baptised by them
since sa id separation only by experience and ba pt ism .

18. This Association hold s that if the union be broken be
tween any of the chur ches a nd the breach can not be healed, to
withdraw from them that may be deemed unsound in faith or
immoral in practice until they be removed.

19. To invite vi siting brethern from Sister Associa ti ons ,
and ministers, of our faith and order, to seats with us.

20. To keep a correspondence with other Associations of
the same faith and or de r , so that a chain of communication
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may be preserved throughout the denomination.
21. If any member shall break the Rules of this Decorum,

he shall be reproved by the Moderator.
22. These Rules shall be read at every Association prior

to entering on business.
23. The Rules of this Decorum may be altered or amend

ed at any time by a majority of three-fourths of the Association.
ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Moderator
J . W. GARDNER, Clerk.

Articles of Faith.
1. We believe in one only true and living God, and that

there are three in the God-head-the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Gho st.

2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa
ments are the words of God by inspiration, and is our rule of
f a it h and practice.

3. We believe in the doctrine of eternal and particular
ele ction.

4. vVe be lieve in the doctrine of original sin.
5. We believe in man's impotency to recover himself from

the state he is in by nature, of his own free will and ability.
6. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of

God only by the imputed righteousness of Christ.
7. We believe that God's elect shall be called, regenerated,

and sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
8. We believe that the saints shall persevere in grace and

not finall y fall away.
9 We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper, and

washin g the saints' feet, are ordinances of Jesus Christ, and
that true believers are the only subjects of these ordinances,
and that the only true baptism is by Immersion.

10. vVe believe that the punishment of the wicked will
be everlasting, and the joys of the righteous shall be eternal.

11. . We believe that no minister has the right to the ad 
ministration of the ordinances only such as are regularly called
and come under the imposition of the hands by the presbytery.

12. vVe believe in the resurrection of the dead and a
g ener a l judgment.

ELDER E . R. RHODEN, Moderator.
J. W. GARDNER, Clerk.
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Pleasant mu.. G. W. 'I'aylor , E . R. Rhoden, I I I I I I I
Moultrie, Ga., E . R. Rhoden.i , . G. W '. Taylor 11__ -- 2 - - - - 231 3 4.001 3rd. J un e.

BetheL Abel Ing ram, W. C. Smgleton, I I I
Barney, Ga E. R. Rhoden_ __ J . D. Smith_____ 1 51-- __ 21_ _ 2 36 21 5.001 1st. Sept.

Sardis Benj. Baker, M. F. Giles, I I 1 I I
.. Ellington, Ga ._ E. R. Rhoden ___ G. J. Chitty-- - - - 11 1

1

__ -- 11__ 1 6114 8.251 4th Sept.
Live Oak J . M. Clark, J. J. Giles, I I I I 1

Doerun, Ga E. R. Rhoderu., . M. W. Clark____ 1 11_ _ __ __ __ 1 54 1\ 6.001 1st. Aug.
Harmony S. M. Chapman, F . M. Renfroe, I I

Barwick, Ga .__ J. A. Chitty____ T. M. Ma ssey 1 -- 1 112 21--1 641 41 4.501 4th. Au g .
Mt . Zion H. M. Chastain, T. S. Barrow, I I I I I I

Moultrie, Ga._ J . W. Gardner , , H. M. Chastain 1 1 2137 1 3.00 \ 1st. Sep t.
Beth Saide 1. H. Rooks, R. L. Watson, I

Doerun, Ga . J. W . Williamson G. W . Horne 31__1_-'- _1 , 31131 5.751 3rd. Sep t .
Pleasant Grove , L. H . Avera, N. E. Chastain, I I II I I 1 I 1

Moultrie, Ga .; W. H. Godwi n .,, W. H. Godwin___ 4 1 __ 1 1 __ 1 61 2 5.151 2nd. Sept.
Mt . P isgah J . R. Lewis, J . \V. Gardner, I I I I I I I

Ochlocknee, Ga. T. J. Davis_ ____ O. J . Beasley __ 3 __ __ __ __ __ 29 1 5.001 1st. July.
Bethlehem L. J . Renfore, B. B. Olive, I I I I I I

Quitman , ce.. J. L. H ar r is.L ,., L. .T. Re nfroe I21__\ 1__ --I24 \ 21 2.901 2nd . Oct .
Ty Ty IW. T. Dean, J. B. Mullis, I I 1 . I 1

Ty Ty, Ga. J. H . HalL_ ____ E. Lindsey 1__1__ 1__ 1 41-- 1--1 391 21 5.501 2nd . Sep t.

I I 1 1 I I I I i I I I
TOTAL 11114! 11 21121 3! 714591__155.051
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