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rinsr DAY.

Friday, Sept. Gth. 1878- The Introdu ctory Ser mon was preached by
Elder H. ~I. Ashworth of th e Indian Creek Association, from Matt. 28tu.
ell pter and lath, 20th. and 21st . verses.

After a short intermission the Association was called to order, by sing
ing and prayer, by Elder A . D . Rakes. The Association was orgnnized
by choosing Eld. C. Hopkins, Moderator, and W. P. Linkous, Clerk and

Treasurer.
Then proceeded t9 business in the following order. viz :
Ist. I nvited vis iti ng brethr-en to seats in the Associntlou. Elder P .

A dkins of Mates Creek, and E lder D, Halsey, and brother .1. L . Fletcber
of the Pocatalico, accepted the invitation .

2nd. Called for newly coustituced churches and received none .
ord. Called for correspondiug letters from sister associations and re

ceived the following , viz :
From }WdlOrn, 1\ letter by M. H· Lester desiring to open a correspomI

ence with this body which was agreed to . .From Stony Creex a letter
and minutes, but no messenger. From atos Creek a letter and minutes
by Elder J awes \ : illiamson and brethren W m, Goff, and J . D :.l.VIS,

From the )lountain, a letter and minu tes, by Eld . B. E . Caudill, and
bro. S. H. Edwards . From the ~ nter, a letter and minutes, by E lder A.
J . Taylor. From the U uiou, a letter and mi nutes, by bro . No' IJ ~j res
desinug to renew co .respo idence with us, which was received.

Eld. {. 1. As uwortu asserted h"s appointment from In dian Creel. and
was rece ived , - all the above named correspondents received the righ t
hand 0 . fellowship and took seats with the Assoctsuion .

4 tll. A ppointe d Oil me uber from each church with the members or Pi l
grim's Rest Church, to appoint preachers to occupy th e taud during the
meeting, who reported for Saturday, Elders Adkins, Halsey , Taylor and
Caudill, and for Sunday Elders Taylor, Halsey and Cau Iill.

5~h.Appointed Ellis. Wallis and Rakes , and brethren J . J. Sparks,J:l'.
Howard and J. Thompson , a committee of arrur.gements ; and invite cor

respouc ents anu t raus icn t ministers to sit WIth them. Theil adjourucd

li ll Snt urday morning ~ o·clock.
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SECOND DAY.
S turday Morn rng, Sept. 7th .1S78. The Assoclntion met accor.lh g to

ndjournment: af ter prayer by hid. B. E . Caudill, L k lip the business of
the Association in the following order, viz :

1st. Ca lle d Messe ngers names.

2nd. The committee of arrangements reported and was discharged.
3rd. lttlud the Constitution and rules of decorum,

4th. Appointe d corresqondeuts as follows, viz:

Elde rs H ess, Childress anti Hasu ic, to Elkhorn, to be held with Elkhorn
Uhurch, l\1cDow31 Co., W .Va., comrnenoing Friday before 4th . Sunday in

Sept. 1878. E lde rs Li nkous aha Childress to Mates Creek, held with

Grape Vine Church, P ike Co.. Ky ., Friday before Ist. Sunday in ::)qpt. l' 7i.i.
Elders Wallis an d H ankins to the Mountain, held with Piny Creek Churcn,

Alleghany Co., N .C.\ Fr iday before 4th. Sunday ill Sept, 187S.
Elds, Stinson an d Grim lc'y, to Senter, with ~orth Fork Church, Ashe Co
N.C.,Friday before 4th. Sunday in Aug. 187~ .

Eld. A. D. R akes anti bretl reu E. Count , J . H. De I and J. ~ . nd rscn, to

Union, with Mo unt L'leasaut Church, Buchanan Co ., Va" . Fr« <LY before
3ru. Saturday ill Sep t. 18 7S.

Elds. Linkous, Hankins and Childress to Indi: n Creek, with _~ew RIver

Church, Summers co., \\' .Va., Erlday berore the last ur.day ill Aug. l~i:.J.

Elds. Hess and Rakes, and bro . J . 'I 'hornsou, to :jwuy Cree«, witu Ua.,de~

\\ oods Ch urch Russell (;0.: u., Friday before 3rd. Sunday in Aug. lo7~.

5tlI. Appoin ted Union me etings as roilows viz : WILli bl, . Clair'« rloLLo.n

Church, Smyth Co., Ya .. Satu 'day before znd, Sunds y in (JU~ 18/1) .
Elds. Linkous, Stms on an d G rimsley attend. \YHi! l{,USll Creek C In I' .h,
Washington Co. Va., Saturday before 3d Sunday in Juue Hs7:.J.-~ld,g.

I...inkous, Stinson and Grunsley attend. \\ itu Harmony Church, Icusscil
Co., Va., 4tll·. Saturday in J une 1d7 9.- E l(ls. ..uakes, L iukous alit! ,HaJJi{
ins attend. Wi th Prater Creek, Buchanan Coo, Va., bt.~l.I.turdaj' ill Aug.
1879.-Elds. Rakes, S tinso n auu H 111un8 attend. \Yitll J.\lU'lut L'Icasaut
Charch, Russell Co., Va., z nd , o l.l.Llll'day iu Aug. 187U.- ~hl.-;. l{al\.e~ , ,' Li 1

sou and Chi ldress at t end. oVitll Saul! Lick Cuurch, Bucnanan Co ., Ya.,
4lU. ::;~tunlay in J uly 1~ i9 .-.l1:h. l::i • .L l l1KOU~, \Xl'lilltiley uuu ~"lU.stH1 tuLewt .

6th. Called on brethren appointed to aLLeULl Uu ion meetl.lgs aud cor
responding association s, wUO::iC rep ort was received, aud cue urethren vi10

failed to attend, were excused .

7th. Appoin ed J. T . H o ward, Sr., J. J . Sparks and Griffith, Finan
cial Committee, WHO repor ted in cuntributious from tue churc.res, ~~G .l1

which wall dispos J of us foll ows, viz:

Paul the clerk (or hrs se vices, $5 .00 1'0 Elds, ,Vallis and Hopkins, each
$1.50. Dlstribu te .i to correspondeu.s, $5 .11. L-eft ill toe Lane s of
tue Treasurer, $13 .00 .

Stll. Called for correspond ing letter s, w'l1ch were read and received.
~Lh. Called on E ld. W t~ lli~ to report concerning 1)Ul'K'S G' rueu and

I ..aurel Fork churche s, wl.o reported , he did Hot utter d, and W:,8 excused .



AtliJ J:t1tJ t l~Lb. L ! kous, ... " t11"l( 1 . tll ~ (;. tIl1 sL~) LJ ut te .id LltuSB \..'!1.' . ~ ll 

e I :1 I c HI: 'ct them to d iss clv« t e rr eo i.su tuuo.i and 6i \..~ ' ~I: i1 ot :l.~r let 

i.ers ordi s.ui ".u:!, uul join VU l t: : lJ1111i·C~le..;, or Lriey "";U}J{; b pl,ed; at \1
~~ ' \l co ru rn r. tee 1":pOI'L t ( next ...ssoci utiou.

I 0 .,11. U't!!'.:ld fo r Lh~.eircuIM le t ter 9'Y uic .; ~... ~ f' rc- ul a 1<1 re ce iverl, s.nd 01'.

de re: to be al uexcd Lv th .jse nu« · ~C~, ailJ b.:o. J . If. S .arxs pi cp: re the

Ll t.r. Resolve .l. that the clerk have GOO copies of the 11 inutes priute I
au.l di ; LnLI l ~ed ~Wh) :); the cirurc les .

l~t:3Jtn~ I, Lu ' t o ur ue: L a ssociat.iou he be] I with 1\llnbli n~ Cree k (Jim \.:11

Wasuiugtou Co., V.L, to co .u me uc e }'nd tty lJ ' fo r", ...he 2 nd . Sunday ill

Sept. 16 i~ . iGid..J . HAn kins P 'e..UHl rue Lnt.ro.t uc t.n 'y sermo n, iu case of
Iuilure, J CL111dr'''3!\.

Then w1j iurue.l to t ie tin and place of our n x~· ann ual association .
Tile A .":::IUL:i u.iou te nders ILl' he : CG,'elL L,lHlI"'; t.o th~ C 1LlZ";Il:'J ot' LJ is vi

cimty, for Llleir xiudu oss an " uospu.uln.,: dllt'L l :~' t ile ·e ~ .sIO :l.

CHAP L;3 dU..:..J l\.1 4 · S, - ,r odcrntor.
VM. P . LL-,KOl'S, Clerk.

The stand was daily occupieel by tho e' po int ed.
(J.l ci. U...J. CU, a 1 l'Je e ,Jl~ore,~~1Gi (lil 11~~ '411 Lell oclock, E~J . J:ltll<33 W·p.

Lt. 1::;V,1 Ut)eUlllo t.le ser -ices j "j llg l ! l ~' ~ n.I pL1,Y r. i 1. .1 • J. 'I' . ylor,
pre..cue I 11'0.1 Ls la 4ia L (; :1 1)' L.;~. vel'. : ".1!\.JL'hLl.l·S saxe ~fIll 1 11\)(;

nolu Illy peac ," &c . 1'.. L D . 1:lai.:,.;y Ir.nu L<' o,,:V. 15ull ch., I vcr. : " A IlJ
Liley !ltd 1I!1~ so. 16 o ' ~\ . \.J~ s, ' ~'-G . ~LL H , '.~ . 0'.d lldi lrorn ~d I'unotuy

4L 1 cu., , 11 . ~ t' . : "l lt ~L\ e loug 1L gUI.J\ tI~ u.," l.'UC brethren .ireacneu

WI Ltl pu" er zu L l~ 'ulUl1dLldLWll 01 tuo b!Jlr,t add we L)l'aJ' Lite Lord Lu 1>.::lS

thfO 'oru to the gUJ t o LHe llHtuy V'JlU aL~elll el t.1l(j meet ig. ~LEli,K.

Cuarles 1101JJ\:in:i, ' to <';1~ ir s liULLOlll . :UYGll, V a. Jenry £aj'l'Jr,
Sall,vt!le, Vu, J unu H adL, uC'j,J ",vvre, ..lzeIY\Jl l, a. f' U. 1". Lin 'UUd,

~alJ ocore, Va. JUlHt~lHLd 1.. ,11 ...1l1", L.ct.!J ou.,: l \ a . -Ioun '. b';l ••son,

l\.v::,c Lr.ue, t~U':'~Cll, ~ a. ..1..110 .,. Ld I I 'j, oworu ~J cere, .tl l::>:jul, \ r• .

' ~llJ • .Hc:.:!::>, u,:,c JaiC, a . 0t.adr~lL'Jl .ill us, .Le I".uu il, • . J' ~e

Lll lhtl't:::,s, In'lHH1Y, }tlCL.:.l.l•.tll, \ .t . arun D . hie::" ' cL1Hl .u d -, :to

~:l.rru1i 1.' l::'l~J, J, we::; 1 ~)!llle, JOllil D, t.S, VUilll~vU'b ..I.)vLh.,il1, Luell"t Hill,

\ a. . 1' . \\ ulLLa.a.cl', \' ~llU 1 bUL, U luevi, .1. 0ull.

'l'1ii~ \\ .0 ....) i .L. lx.1.U.L. LJl~i'£U'JL, Y1"lL,l J 1.1 V'l... jJ 1'l. l,:)l

A~~0 ' L flu.... '

To '1m~ Cuunc IES OF ' U l CH ... HE IS GO,H'USED, ~3J<:NDE1':I GH.ri:ETUG.

Vel)' Dear 1>ceL l l:1e ll: A::; I l1~tS ueell uur eli..., VIU LO ol\'C our • ;.~ws Ull

ollie pUl;J OIl of the 'liacred word or t,'.>d III the 'Vi' .l vI' 3.1I :.l 1:1, ,t! cil e,l. ..~.· .



In this oar epistle "e will give TOll some of our views respecti ng tile
church ur kingdom of heaven. No •., brethren ou r views as regards t ile
church and all snore l matters must be in harmony with he ho ly sc ript .
ures, We must rot try to make the scriptures bead to suit our notions

abo It matters, as some (10, for we understand that sacred matt ers a re
declared frum heaven, and it only remains for us to beli eve an d te ac h
them just as th y were deli vcred. A~ proof of this the S;~ yil) r says when
he gives the great counnisaion to his npostles : go into all the wor ld and
preach the gospel to every creature (not to pre-soh gospels, bu t tile gos.
pel.) teaching them to obse rve all things whutsoe v r I have commanded
yo u, See (;-[tl. Iss. chap. 3d a nd 9Lll ver8es.- But th ough we or an
angel from 1eaveu preach any other gospel unto yo u than th :.l.t which we
have preached, let him be accr rsed. A3 we said before, so say wo now
again, if any man preach allY other gospel unto you than that whic h yc
have received, let him be accursed : 'see 10th verse. For do I now IJer
suade men or God ~ or do 1 seek to please men? for 11 I ye t please uieu I

should no t be the servant of Chrrst ,
L ord h Ip us to speak nothing unkind,

But to speak eac h word in its prime.
Some seem to find other wnY8 to cli mb.

Lord teach them th. true sud livi Ig way to find,

A~ain , what is the church composed ot ]' ~OUlC say a. body of people
professing Christianity. But we understum] according to the scriptures
that sue iii a uody 01 people in possession of Caristiau ity ,

'I'he church is LUI uody or' Christ, .A.ml. t ue em inent Paul would have
the Church to know the true position sh e occupi es. See E ph. 2nd chapter
21 verse, 1n whom al l the bui lding fitly lr am. d together groweth unto a.
holy temple ill the Lord , Mark tue la ng uage ': he clues not say bui ldings
and temples, but buitduig and temple, UJ Us0q .len tly we m us t be and
teach tllv,t the ellurcl is but one body. And this body, or church, is not
cornpssed of c\'ery 1J0dy orpeople that says, Lord, Lord! and that propo
ses to do mauy great and wou Ieriul works . T herefore t ile Saviour says
to Peter (Lrl:nt. 10 : l~) "l'hou art Peter : upon tuls rock I \flU nu. Id my
church. and the gates or hell shall not prevail against it" .1;' ark tue
Iuug uuge : he does Hot say my churches, out my cu urch. Epil. 4. : 4, 5 t ti.

'I'her is OHe bodJ and spirrt, e r eu as ye are called III one nope of your
caliil1~. One Lord, oue f~lt 1, one uplJlsm. O ne God awl fatuer of all,
who IS above ad, and tbroU~ll all and. in y ou all. See Sougli of Solomon,
G: 8, U, 10 verses, 'I'nere are three sc o re queens a ud tu ur score coucu
hines, and virglllil wituout n um ber . My dove, Illy undefiled, is but on e, •
she is the choice one 0 1 bel' tllJl. I; D~ti'e 11 r, I'he d,LLlgllter l sa w her au .I

blessed her ; yea, the q ueen" and tha concubmes, and the virgius pra ised

her. ho ltl! sue tll:a.t looket u t'urtll as t ile mo r lin g, J a.ir as the mJ~l,

clear M tue sun, und terrrble as an arm y wit h banners . ,
It docs seem to us, ore nren , t ha t t he above te s timony is enough 'co

est ablish tile fact til t tLerc is but OU P, r ic ht wav on e ell rch, or kil:·.tlOllla oJ' ~ .
, .



J. T. HOWARD, Sr.

or Zion of God.
The question now arises with great solemnity in our hearts lTh,v so

many bodiee of people (or so-called churches) have been orgnu izerl. claim
ing the smile of God and the approval of his word, when he claims but
one organization, and warrants but one.

We see the workings of the different bodies of peopl are quite different
and yet they all claim to be right, an claim to he the (love, the undefiled
and the friends ofJesus. ~nt Jesus says, ifye love me, keep illy com.
msndments. .And if ye do what soever I command, then are ye y
friends. See 8: 5 Heb. 'Vho sen-e unto the example and shadow of
heavenly tlungaas :Mose,s was admonished of God when he was to make
the tabernacle ~ for see, snith he, that thou make all things according to
the pattern showed thee in the mount.

Jesus ill not accept any order or body of people as his friend •. but
that one body wbich is worthy according to the one pattern given: ",hieh
body desire. not to enlarge or make less the pattern. but is satisfied to
make all things according thereto. See Acts 28: 22.-For as concern.
ing this sect, it 1. everywhere spoken sgainst. Again, the Lord says bv
the prophet Jeremiah, 12: 9. ine heritage 18 unto IDQ as a speckled
bird, the birds round about are ng:1inst her. This bnguage we under
stand to be figurative of the chureh and her enemies she bas to centend
with in this ""orld. The Lord's heritage is unto him as a speckled bird.
What is his heritage but his chosen people or church? See Deut. 32: 9.
For the I...ord's portion is his people, and Jacob is the lot of his
inherits ceo We understand figures are used to represent and declure
facts. Now as the speckled bird figurates the Lord'. people, so birds
round about must represent some other bodies or sects of people that ale
against the Lord's people. These sects always have, and will while ill
the world, make great pretensions to religion.

Who was against or opposed to the church of God in the npostolic age
of the world but such religionists as Scribes, Pharisees.' Hypocrites.
These sects were against the saints of God. Also, and he being delivered
by the d terminate council and foreknowledge of God, they took and by
wicked bands crucified and blew the Lord of Glory. Set Ezek, 43: 10.
Thou Son ofllan! shew t e bouse to the house of Israel, that they may
be ashamed of their sins, and let them measure the pattern.

Now to that one Zion, one dove, the undefiled, and speckled bird, one
flock and one body j one church, one kingdom, by the one Great Spirit,
the one gospel gives promises. Fear not, lit tle flock, for it is your Fath
er' d good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Luke 12: 32.

, "herefore brethren put on the "llOle armor of God, that ye maj be
able to stand in the evil day, and having clone all, to stand. Fight the
good fight of faith, be or one mind, be sober and wutch unto prayer.
Let brotherly love continue. Now unto him ",110 is able to do o."ceed
ingl' abundantly, above all that we ssk or think, according to the power
that worketb in u , unto him be glory in the church by Chriat J-esus
throughout all ftges world with t t end. Amen.
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