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MINUTES

Proceedings of the Bethel Prim itivo B apt ist Association, Sept 25,
26 and 27, 1923.

On Tuesday after the fourth Sunday in Sept ., ' 1923, Tallapoosa
church met. and the messengers from the churches composing the BetheL
Primitive Baptist Asso ciation b eing present, Deacon A. M . Keith open­
ed. se rv ices wi th ex hor t a t ion and prayer. Th e Introductory Se r mon WuS
preached by Elder R . O. Roulston . Intermission one hour.

Association convened. prayer by Elder J. N . Bobo. Elected N. E .
Denney, clerk. I , Re cei ved letter s from the 'churches who requested
to henceforth let the business of this association be conducted by the
authority of the church where the association convenes without any
separate rules. Constitution or Rules of Decorum, the same was unani­
mously adopted. The church invited visiting members and ministers
to seat. 2. Omitted the regular items and called for ' general b usi­
ness. Appoin ted the following commit t ees :

On Prea ching, brethren, on motion, took the deacons from 't he
various churches with mes sengers of Tallapoosa church:

On Contrib utions-J. M . Stephens, J . H . Almon, C. R. Denney .
To Write Corresponding Letter-J. N. Arnett.
On motion called fo r correspondance from sister associations and

received:
From the Yellow River, Elder T. J. Head, J . A. Jordon, J. C.

Huitt, W . W . West, T. C. West.
From the Marietta. E lder Z. C. Hull.
From the Oconee. A. J . Adams.
From the Echo Connee, Elder 'V. O. Meeks.
Called for visitors from orderly P rimitive Baptist Ass ociations and

churches who are in good standing at home, and received, J . 'V. Pear­
son, J . C. Coleman, Elder B . G. Parker, W. P . Davis, S. E. Copeland,
Elder J . N. Bobo, C. '\V. Davis, C. D. Parker, J . P Copeland, Mt Zion.

Primitive Western, Elders B. C. CaJdwell and Rees Prather a ls o
, Deacon A. M. K eith, J . w, Pearson, J . C. Coleman. •

At the appointed hour the church reconvened in conference. Prayer
by E lder T. J . Head, of Yellow River. Renewed the call for corres­
pondents and visitors. Appointed correspondents to sister associations
as follows .

To the Yellow River which convenes at Harry Springs ch urch,
Newton county, three miles south .of Social Cir cle, J . B . Copeland, G.
C. Bur son, L . H . Burson, M. :M. Mulloy, J . N . Arnett, '\V P . Merrell .

To the Marietta, J . B . Copeland . J . H . B urson.



To th e Ocon ee at Sh oal Creek churc h ncar Monroe, Ga ., Tuesday .
"We dnesday and 'I'h ur sda y after second Sun day in September, 1924 , J . H .
and G. C. Burson.

On motion :i greed to op en cor respe nde nce wi th th e B'eulah asso­
ci a t.ion, COllvc nes a t W ehad.k ee churc h . on Tuesday, W ednesday and
Thursday after t hird Sunda y .in, Se pt embe r, J1923. Lo cation on e mile
nort.h of Ro ck Mil l, Ala ., six mil es north of Roanoke, Ala .

The following agreed to go to B eulah at Wehadk ee churc h, ~L },L
Mulloy, C. R. Denney J. H . H a r ri s , J. A . Meigs, J. W . a nd J Nand
E . S. Arn ett, .T. H . Almon, J. B. 'D en ney, R . H Duke, L H, G 0 , anJ
J. H. Burson, N . E. Denn ey , location one mil e n orth of R ock Mills, Ala.,
Tuesday. W edn esday , and 'Th ur sday after t hird Sunday in S'ept ., 1924.
_ N ex t app oint ed Un ion l1J eeting at B eth el churc h , H ea rd county, Ga .,

OJ! Friday' befo re fif t h Sun day in Augu st . On motion B ethel's r equ est
was g ra nted t o .ha ve t he Union meeting a nrl t ime . ,' .. )

-, Th en agreed fo r t he ne x t sess ion of t his bodv t o be h eld at Ca naan
chu rc h, ' H eard Coun t y, Ga ., at t he same time, 'I'uesday, W ednes day and
-T'hursda y af'ter fourth S unday in September, 1924 . Loction at Wares­
ville, 11 miles w est of Franklin, Ga ., and 11 miles nor t heast of R oa ­
nok e, Ala .

_ Correspon ding letter was read and adopted .
Called for report of committee on cont ri b utions as follow s : For

minutes , $17.05 ; for Visi ting Prea ch er s, $63.90 . '
, Agreed to ha ve fiv e hundred copies of t hese mintes printed 'an d d is,"

t r ibuted in the usual wa y by th e clerk .

Order of Preaching

On motion a vote of t hanks was ex te n de d to the ch urch of , 'I'a lla ­
poosa -f'or hervk in dn ess shown us "whil e in t hei r mi dst.

Min ut es rea d and a dopted by t he body. P rayer , by B ro.. J. 0 ,
M oore . . '

, Tu esd ay, A . M., E lder R. O. Roulst on, Scqua tc hee Vall ey association.
"I'ues rln.y P . M., E lder J .A-, ,J orclHn, Y ellow Riv er , an d ' E lde r J .

'M . · A dams, Ocon ee -Assoeia t ion . , . , ". , , . :"'f
W ednesd ay, Sept. 26, A. M. , Exhorfaf.ion aiI{;!nayer by E le]el"'B ; '-C.

Ca ldwell, fo llow ed by E ld ers- B . ·G. 'P ark or of th e i Mouut -Zio u . . of A la. ,
and J. C. H ewi t t , of Y ell ow Ri ver. ,

. Evening by Elder s J. " N . -B ob o, of Mount Zion an d Rees Prath er,
of P rimit ive ' Yest ern. .

Thursday A . :M., .Song and- prayer led by E ld er T. G.< ' Vest , of
Y ellow Riv er , f'ollowerl by Elder s T. J . H ead, of Yell ow_ Riv er, Z. C. '
Hull. of Marietta Association. Dismissed by ' \T. W . W est. , Intermission

N ex t prea ching by Elder ' V. O . M eek s h om E clieconnce a sso cia­
tion, ' f ollowed by Elder :T. O. Moore, of Y ellow River .

'I'allapoosa, Carroll County, Se pt . 25, 26, '27, 1923.

The B eth el Primitive B ap t ist in its eighth annual session to h er
si st er association of like faith with whom she cor re spon ds gteeting.

. No tice to those whom we may correspond with t hat the chu r che s

.composing th e B ethel As sociatio n oppose any church or associatio n that
,takes ex pe lleel mem be l'S wi thout churc h papers .

Deal' fwd B eloved Brethren: The Beth el Baptist Associatio n in ses­
aio n 'wit h t he church a t 'I'a.llapoosa sends h er ' ~"n llua l g ree t ings. She



r
J.

ha s mu ch to th an k t he -Lord f or . S ho . is not being dis t urb ed by th e
e nc roac hments of so many inno va t ions tha t 110 S d istu rbed t he p eace
of our b elo ved Zion in so ma ny parts of t he cou ntry . ' Ve a re h~ppy

; p learn that the disturb ances a re being r_emovert by'<tb e ch nrch cs who
art' opposed t o t he' inn ovation b y dechring - in no un cer t ain soun d their
opposit ion t o th em. \Ve st a nd against all innova t ion 'of men, eit her in
se cret 'c r any auxiliary p ret ending to f ur t h er t he gospel by the -ha ud s
of men . - 'Y e ha ve been in times past niee_tin g y ou b y lett er a ud m es­
se nge rs, lin d desire to per petua t e the meeti ngs tha t is so sweet to us.
We desiro to con ti nue to b e pl a in simple P rimitiv e B aptist s con t endi ng
for th e doctrine and p ra ct ice th e 8avior gav e to hi s apo stles. W e d esire
to ea rnestly cont end f or , wit hou t.' an y ch ang e in any wa'y, .with out a llow­
ing any in ventions of men to coino a mong us. Your corresp ondence is
preci ous to us a n d we ask a cont inua t ion of th c sa me. Th e names of
t.hebret.hl' cn agreei ng t o visi t your r esp ective bodies a p pea r in t he
minutes.

A LETTER

W e hold it to be disorderly a ud a _public offen se a gains t th e clm rc fl
of God in th e a gg re ga t e to rcce iv e members from a sister ch urc h 0 11' COIl ­

f'ession o f f a ith, even if th e ch ur ch has er ror in it , until Gospel labor
Iia s b een b estowed lin d t he church ha s b een scr ip t ur ally with drawn . W e
f ur th er hold t hat it is gross disord er t o re cei v e an ex clu de d memb er
f rom a ch urch until a ch u rch ha s b een deposed or has gonl' out of ex­
ist enc e. W e holrl it t o be di sord er f or an as soc ia t ion to usu rp a ut ho r ity
ov er h er OW Il churches. Associations a nd mi nist ers of sis te r ass ocia ti ons a s
dictator s a nd r eg nlators. W e f urthe r hol d tha t discipli ne b el ongs ex­
elus ive ly to the churc h an d t h e church ca nno t t ra n smlt or <1 el egate h er
a ut h ority to a ny man 0 1' se t of men to di scip lin c memb ers or chu rch es.

LIST OF MIN ISTERS
~--~ . .
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E ld er J . ~r . A rlams .. . ._.. .. ._11(lIlro e, Ga.
·E l <1 er R. O. Roul st on .._. . . Chat ta n ooga. Tenn .
El(l e r B. r; . P a rker.. . .__.oo... Cullma n, Al a _, Route 4
E lrler .T. N. Boho .__ _ . . __ . . . __. ..__. Bo az, Ala.
E lrler 'I'. O. ~Ie eks . . ..... _ ~ _ . .__. ._. Lo rance , Ga .
El rl er Rces P ra th er.. .. .·..:_... . ..__.._.__ . A t lan t a , Gn.
EI <1 er B . C. Ca ldn-elL ... .. ..__ . .... Fay et tevill e. Ga .
'E l<1 er W. W. IVest .. ._: .__. . .. ._.._. A tl an ta, Ga .
El<1 er T . C. ' Ye81.. ._.._.. .__.. : .. E a st P oint, Ga .
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ORDAINED 'MIN I STERS



ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES

1. We be lieve in onl y on e and living God, a nd t hat there are t hree
.that bear record in H ea ven-th e Father , the Word, and th e Holy Ghost ,
and these three are on e. (J oh n 1:1 ; 1 John 5 :7 )

W e beli eve t hat t he Scriptures of the Old and New Testamen ts
are the word of God, and t he only rule of f aith and practice . (2 P eter
1:21; 2 Tim. 1:16)

W e be lieve t hat God ele cted Or ch ose his people in Ch rist b efore
t he foundat ion of the world; t hat they should b e hol y and wi thout
blame b efore Him in love. (Eph, 1:4, 5 ; 1 P et er 1: 2; Rom. 8 :29, 30;
Psa.lm 68:4)

.4. W e b eli eve t he doct rines of original sin, and a man's impo­
t en cy t o r ecover hi mself f rom the f all en state he is in by nature, b y
hi s own fr ee will and abilit y. (Rom. 5 :12 ; John 6 :44 ; Rom. 3: 9-23)

5. W e b eli ev e that sinner s are justifi ed in the sig ht of God onl y by
the imputed ri ght eousn ess of J esus Christ. (Rom. 5 :19 ; 10: 41 ; 1 Cor.
1: 30 )

6. We b eli eve that God' s elec t sh all b e called effect ually regenera­
t ed and sa nc t ified by the Holy Spirit and shall h e preser ved in grace
an d never f al l fina lly-away. (2 Tim. 1:9 ; John 6 :63 ; R om. 8 :29,30; John
10: 27-30; 1 John 3 :9)

7. We b eli ev e that baptism, the Lord's Supper, and washing the
saint 's f eet are ordinances of J esu s Chr is t, a nd that true b eli ev er s a re
t he on ly subjects of t hese or din ances and the true mod e of baptism is
i~nmersion. · (Ma rk 1: 9 ; Rom. 6 :4; :Mat t . 26 :26, 27; 1 Cor . 15:12).

8. We believe in the r esurrection of the dead and a general judg­
ment and t he punishm en t of t he wi ck ed will b e everl as t ing a nd the joy
of t he r ighteous will be eternal. (John 5 :28 . 29; Matt. 25 :46) .

9. W e b eli eve t ha t no minist er ha s the right t o admi nister th e or­
dinances only such as are called by God, - as was Aaron and came under
the imposition of t he hands b y Presbyter y and is in f ello wship with the
church of which he is a member. (Mark 3 :14 ; 1 Tim. 4 :14.)

10. W e believe that God has ordained good works, that His chil­
dr en should walk in them, and that good works are only su ch as Goil
comma nded in His wor d and no t suc h as without t he warra nt thereof ,
are devised of men out of blind zeal, or any pretense of good int en tions,
(Ma t t . 28 :19, 20 ; 2 Tim. 3 :16; Eph. 2 :10 ; Tit. 3 :8 .)

DECORUM

14. It is and has been the sense of the churc hes composing the
B ethel Primitive Baptist Associ ation not to hold in f ello wship any
churc h, memb er or mi nist er who holds t he f ollowing : b oards, conven­
t ions, mi ssionary societies, Sunday schools, t he ological schools, Epworth
leagues, instrumental mu sic in worship of God , a salaried ministry or
as sessing or taxing the memb ers. Freemasonry, Odd F ellows, or other
sec re t or der s or re ligious societies t hat. do now exis t or may her eaft er
exist, f ounded up on t he wisdom of me n, t ogethe r wi th any of the
modern attempts to reform the church of God.



STATISTICAL TABLE

l allapoosa IE lder L ee Hanks.. \E. B. Meadows \Ca l l oll t o n , Ga..·..· IM. M. Mulloy, J . J . Phillips \ 21 31. 1 21 21 31 21 411 2.0D12nd
Caim a n E lder L ee Hanks J . N. Arnett F'r a n k li n, Ga., R.4 .T . \V. Arnett L 61 1 1...·1 ..:·1...·1 · 1 191 2.2511st
Bet h eL Elder L ee Hanks.. J. E . Burson Roopvill e, Ga., R. 3.. T. H . Harris, ,J. H. Almon 31 4\ 1. 1 21. \ 11 45\ 3.00 13rd
Hopewell.; ,J. N . Arnett \C. n. D enney lfl oopv ille , Ga ,J. B . Den n ey , C. n. Denney \ I uu 11- 1 1 1 191 1.5012nd
Emmaus Elder L e e Hanks.. N . E . Denney Carrollton, Ga ·W . C. Shadi'nger, R. C. MerrelL. I 31 31 1 1 1 11 231 4.0014th

T otaL : __ 111101141 31 41 31 411471$17.051
Hillabahatche e and V alley Grove Not R enreserit ed .
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