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MINUTES.

Brack Creex Mrerive Housk, ¢ !
May 19th, 1858. )

. The Virginia Portsmouth Baptist Association assembled here
 this day in its sixty-eighth annual session. ’ é

The introduetory sermon was preached according to appoint- ]
ment by Elder G. W. Keesee, of Hicksford, Greensville Co.,—
Text 2 Cor. vin-9—<«For ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”

After these services, brother J. R. Chambliss, the former
Moderator, called the Association to order, and prayer was of-
fered by Elder Jas. L. Gwaltney.

The letters from the churches were then presented by the del-
egates. After some progress in reading them, the hour for din-
ner having arrived, a recess of one hour was taken. Benedic-
tion by Elder Jas. Delk.

Business was resumed at the expiration of the recess—prayer
having been offered by Elder T. G. Jones.

When the reading of the letters was completed, the election
of officers was announced as in order. Bro. J. R. Chambliss
then took ocgasion to decline a re-election as Moderator, not
from an unwillingness to be found -actively co-operating with
us, but as he had served in this capacity for six years, he felt it
his duty to give place to others. ~After several ineffectual at-
tempts to induce him to retain the position he had so ably and
s(zjltlsfactorlly filled, Bro. Joseph H. Prince, of Southampton
Hounty , was nominated and unanimously elected. Elder T.

ume was then elected Clerk.
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On motion, messengers from corresponding Associations and
visiting ministers were affectionately invited to present them-
selves and participate in our deliberations. Then, and during
the session, the following were reported :

James Delk, J. D. Ellwell, McDowell and L. R.
Gwaltney from the Chowan Association ; Robert H. Vaughan
from the Dover Association; A. E. Dickinson, Superintendent
of Colportage; S. A. Creath, Agent of Richmond College, Jas.
L. Gwaltney, John W. Ward and M. L. Ward ; Geo. Bradford,
from the North Carolina Baptist State Convention.

On motion, the following committees were appointed :

On Religious Ezercises—P. Owens, J. C. Bailey and the Dea-
cons of Black Creek Church.

On Finance—Wm. D. McClenny and M. Sykes.

Messengers to corresponding Associations were called upor
and made their reports.

On motion, the following resolution (which was adopted at
the last session) was called up :

Resolved, That for the purpose of bringing more of our brethren into counsel
and co-operation with us during our sessions, and thus begetting more general
interest, it be recommended to the churches to amend the constitution of this
body, so that each church may be allowed to send any number of delegates to
the annual session ; provided, however, that only one vote shall be allowed each
church, which said vote shall be cast by a member appointed for that purpose:
by the church, or chosen by the delegation from each church.

While an interesting discussion was progressing on this sub-
ject, a motion was made to adjourn.

This motion was withheld, and the Committee on Religious
Exercises was allowed to report the selection of Elder T. G.
Jones to preach to-morrow at 11 o’clock in the house, and El-
der S. C. Boston, at the same time under the arbor,

The Association then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o’clock.
Prayer by Elder R. Jones.

Tuurspay, May 20th, 1858,

The Association met at the 'appointed hour.  After singing,
prayer was offered by Bro. J. D. Ellwell.
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The minutes of the preceding day were read, and the rol

called. ; ‘ i ;
The resolution under discussion at the time of adjournment

on yesterday was called up. Various amendments were pro-
osed and a protracted and profitable discussion ensued. Fi-
nally,an amendment offered by Bro. Chambliss was passed, which
rovides for the appointment of four delegates from each church

(all being entitled to vote.)

The resolution thus amended, was adopted, and is as follows :

Resolved, That for the purpose of bringing more of our brethren into counsel
and co-operation with us during our sessions, and thus begetting more general
interest, it be recommended to The churches to amend the constitution of this
body, so that each church may he allowed to send four delegates, (all being en-

titled to vote.)

The committee on the Depository presented the following
report:
REPORT ON DEPOSITORY.

Your committee have only been able to accomplish any thing of their legiti-
mate work, viz : the circulation of religious books, as they have co-operated
with the ‘“Virginia Baptist Sabbath School and Publication Board,” in its col-
_portage labors. .

Tt is known by you that at our State anniversaries last year, it was regarded
that the action of *‘the American Tract Society,” in speaking of the ‘‘moral
evils’’ of slavery, and directing the issue of publications en that subject was
offensive, and demanded the withdrawal of its colporteurs from among us. Pre-
vious to this issue, a large field was before us, particularly for the purpose of

disseminating our denominational literature, now, there was a necessity for
more vigorous and abundant efforts. A hearty determination was manifested
to accept this responsibility, and enter upon the work we were thus called to.

The Board was enabled to secure the valuable services of Bro. A. E. Dickin-
son as §uperintendent of Colportage. He has vigorously and successfully pros-
ecuted the great work. The number of Colporteurs throughout the State has
been increased to forty, and it is designed to add largely to this band of labor-
ers in every section of the State.

Two Colporteurs have been employed in this Association, under the direction
of your committee. Two others are under appointment, and yet others are
anxious to enter upon the work. The Superintendent has visited some of the
churches in our bounds, and secured liberal contributions. We do not doubt
that wherever the character of this enterprise ig clearly exhibited, its import-
ance and claims will be felt and will secure the support of our brethren.

Appended is the report of Bro. Absalom Cherry, one of our Colporteurs. The
other Colporteur, Bro. has been laboring in the city of Norfolk and
surrounding parts, for about two months. He has been actively and success-
fully employed, but we have no report from him. c

All of which is respectfully submitted.

REPORT OF A. CHERRY.

{‘I?;;rting the Tast summer and fall T acted as Colporteur in the bounds of the
smouth Association.” A portion of the fime I supplied myself with our




denominationaf works, which I disposed of in communities where there was [it-
tle or no baptist influence, | was also well supplied with tracts, which | dis-
tributed wherever | went. Lagt fal] T received an appointment from the “Board
of Colportage,”” under the general Superintendence of Bro. A. E. Dickinson, to
continue my labors in this Association, [ accepted the appointment, anq pros-
ecuted the work unti] T Was compelled to leave the field. I resigned very reluct-
antly, but my health becoming feehle from excessive labor, admonished me of
the duty of resigning az once, 1n order that some one more Pphysically Competent,
might enter the fielq and relieve ity necessities, T resigned ‘ahout the first of
April. The following brief statement will shoy what amount of 1abop I have
performed since Ji uly last,.
amilies visited 507, conversed on the subject of bersonal religion and Prayed
with 194, found destitute of a]] religious bookg except bible 40, found destitute
of bible 17, habitually neglecting religious service 67. Isold of religious bookg
174 volumns, bibles and testaments 17 volumns, distributeq gratuitously 38 vl
umns of religious books, and 2,256 pages of tracts.
Al of which ig respectfully submitted,
ABSALOM CHERRY,

The reading of the report was followed by interesting z:d-
dresses from Brethern Dickinson, Chambliss, McDowell and
others—after which it was adopted,

After statements were made in reference 1 the subject gen-
erally, and particularly in regard to the increased number of
Colporteurs designed to be employed within oy bounds, the
following resolutions were then presented and adopted :

Resolved, That we pbledge our best efforts to secure a contribution of af least
! 2 ;
$1000 during the next associational year for the Colportage work,

Resolved, That brother Dickinson be now privileged to take up a collection
in behalf of thig object.

delegates present stated the amounts for which they would be
responsible, as follows : Antioch (W, D, Mangum for l&nself)
0; Beaver Dam $10; Black Creek $25; Court Street, Ports-
mouth, $50; Cumberland Street, Norfolk, ( Miles Davis for
himself ) $5; First Church, Petersburg, $100; Fourth Street,
Portsmouth, $20; Free Mason Street, Norfolk, $50 ; Hicksford,
$20; High Hills, (T. B. Creath for himself ) $5; Hebron $20;
hos. Lansdel], $10; S. Henderson, $1; KempsviHe, $25;
Millfield, $10; Min Swamp, $10; Mulberry, (A. Cherry for
himself,) $5; NewviHe, $10; North West, $25; 014 Shop,
5; Oak Grove, $5; Pleasant Grove, $10; St Johns, $25;
Sappony, $25; Second Church, Petersburg, $30; South Quay,
5; Suffolk, $15; Moore’s Swamp, $10; Tucker’s Swamp,
25; Western Branch, $25; Gillfield, $5; First African, Pe-
tersburg, 15 ; Fipst Colored, Norfolk, $5; Bute Street, Norfolk,
$5; Carr Bowers, 25 s—total $671. There were cash con-
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¢ributions also made which will be acknowledged by Bro. Dick-
nson, and there were also other subscriptions given to him.
The committee on Religious Exercises reported the selection
of Bro. J. D. Ellwell to preach this afternoon at 3 o’clock.

The hour for preaching, (viz: 11 o’clock,) having arrived,
the Association resolved to take a recess. Bro. T. G. Jones
preached in the house, and Bro. S. C. Boston at the stand to
Jarge and attentive congregrations. ‘

The association resumed its session and proceeded with the
business.

Elder R. Jones from the Standing Committee on Temperance
presented the following, which, after discussion and amendment,
was adopted:

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.

The men are now living who can remember when ardent spirits was regarded

“an indispensable article of diet and of hospitality throughout the jSouthern

States,—when children had their toddy as often as their dinner, and servants
their drams as regularly as mules their fodder. ‘

As might be expected from such a state of things, 2 tide of desolating evils
soon flooded every department of society. The philanthropy of the age was
aroused to the invention of & remedy by which to arrest, or at least, impede its
progress.

Tt is worthy of note that the first organized effort against the evils of intem-
perance, was ‘made in Massachusetts at the suggestion of & few christian breth-
ren, in the year 1811, simultaneous with the origin of American Missions, an
that the two enterprises have ever been inseparably linked in aim, in toil and in
:whu?vement. The influence of this first temperance effort, like ‘‘living waters,
flowing out to the hinder and former sea’’ soon spread into every city, hamlet,
and neighborhood in the whole country. The temperance pledge was reckoned
one of the greatest moral engines of the age, not inferior to the Declaration of
Independence, and temperance lecturers were classed with Wilberforce, Howard
and ‘Waghington. Religion and politics, war and commerce were all eclipsed
by the 1o of glory that covered the great temperance army. This hyper en-
thusiasm of the old temperance societies having reached its high flood tide, be-
gan to ebb back to its old channels, and the seeming ¢“ooodness thereof, like the
morning ¢lond and early dew, passed away.”’

These societies accomplished much good, but they were found deficient in con-
iﬁnt_ratlon. and pgqecme force. They hadno power of guarding the doors against
thg lstr}lslon of improper members, or of dealing with the delinquent. To meet
hes sevesix eratum, the Order of the Sons of Temperance Was instituted, whose
s % :nt i('lea.tl}re phallenged the sympathy of the christian community, and
previgo usmi;‘ er its influence a class of persons who could not be reached by any
s € '?ﬁtS. Divisions multiplied with amazing rapidily, and political dem-

thegSo with other interested votaries, hastened to do homage at the altars of
ns. But soon this Order lost its talismanic power with the public mind,

and depraved appetite, like the st man i i
g bound, having broken his strong
cords and walked fort,h to corruS o x 4 .
t and d a =
ble beneath his giant strides. pt and devour, making earth and hell to trem

It was : s ;
now found by experience, that societies and ‘‘moral suasion’’ alone,

WO : i

theu;?dn:ft lio'ttl) arrest the evil of intemperance. The next effort was to invoke

radtrehonie gislation. The people of various States petitioned and obtained a
ry Liquor Law, and the results o

f its operation for awhile were of the
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“1most gratifying character, Yet this the last form of organized effort, has 1,04
et with perfect success, even in the feyw states where it hag been tried.
From all thege partial failures, the friends of temperance turneq to a pure
christianity as the only hope of ultimate success. The Portsmouth Association
as for years had a, Standing Committee on Temperance, Once they coulq re-
port the formation of many societies, and the &rowing interest of the public
mind on the subject. But now we have to echo the melancholy report we hear,
alas, too true, that drunkenness ig greatly on the increage in our bounds,
Thank God, we are in advance of our fathers on this subject, and hope to see

REUBEN JONES.

On motion, the following brethren Were appointed to atten
to taking up the public collection to-morrow for State Missions,
viz: M. Sykes, T. C. Garrison, W, D, McClenny, A, Edwards
and T. D. Toy. Elders R. Jones and J, (. Bailey were ap-
pointed to present the object to the respective congregations.

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.
‘The Committee on Foreign Missiong beg leave to Present the following report :

In our annuay report it is impossible to present an adequate impression of the
subject of Missions. Ve can expect to do no more than interest your mind and
possibly Jead you to a thorough investigation of the Foreign Mission enterprise.
This cannot be more forcibly eXpressed than it is from the lips of oy aster,
““Go ye into al] the world anq preach the gospel to every creature ,’’ to en-
courage us to lahor in view of Success, he says: “ILo I am with you always,
even unto the enqd of the world.”’

This commission Was regarded by the fipst christiang ag equally binding upon
every redeemed one; each with an untiring zea] labored to accomplish this great
and glorious work,  And it ig oW committed into oyr hands. Why should we

not ﬁave the same Spirit. This must and will be before the world is converted
to Christ.

the world as fay as his ability extends.

et, as but few of yg are prepared to go tg g distant land to preach the gospel,
we should cheerfully sustain those who may be called to 20, with our money
and our Prayers,
. Our Mission Board shoulq pe regarded as the Agent of the churches; to ena-
le each member, if he hag 5 mind to work, to accomplish it at hi8 .own door.
We would call the attentjop of the churches to the last report of the Board ;
1t is exceedingly Interesting anq encouraging, and ‘we earnestly advise all ouy
members to brocure a copy anq study it.
€ present from it the following interesting items: “The Missions of the
Board are in a'healthfu] anq encouraging state.  The Divine blessing has great-
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.1 the laborers of our missionaries during the past year. They have
im,:lnée{ladrbgtr‘huulnber of conversions than any previous _ye!tr. The Board have
recently made several new appointments to supply the place of some who have
had to return home on account of feeble health and also to enlarge their opera-
uo]%iring the year they have distributed 1,905 copies of the New Testament and
of the Scriptures comprising 156,650 pages; 11,047 Tracts, 206,407
esides 270 copies of Denominational v_vorks, 65,800 pages.
The’reports from China are truly encouraging. Many at home were begin-
feel that our efforts in China would prove abortive. But now a bright
day has dawned at Shanghai ; and however clouds may flit across the horizon
down until the end shall

from time to time, We believe its sun will never go ¢ 1
come. Bro. ttg revival at Shanghai still continues, and since I

Orawford says,

wrote one month ago we have had five more conversions.””
Our mission in Tiberia is still progressing successfully, during the year most
of the churches have been favore

d with revivals.

FINANCES.

report of the Treasurer showed a balance on hand of $3,211-
73, since that time $34,302 53 have been received, making an aggregate of 37,-
514 28; the expenditures during the year are $33,633 02, leaving 2 balance of
3,881 26. The report states ‘in view of the financial pressure which has pre-
vailed for more than half the current year, we can but hail this result with grat-
itude and increased confidence in him who has disposed the hearts of his people
to give liberally.”’ Tt should be known, however, that an increase beyond this
rate of contribution will be necessary to the mission of the Board.

We would close in the language of the report of the Board, by ‘‘earnestly
urging upon the brethren everywhere the importance of an increased zeal, pray-
erfulness and activity in the work of Foreign Mission enterprise. From every one
of our Missions urgent pleas for increased aid are pressed upon us. Men are
wanting, men for China and Africa—Jesus Christ’s men, who are willing to toil

and suffer and die to glorify Him.”

The last annual

Remarks were made by brethren in connection with this re-

port, when it was adopted.

_ The Committee on Religious Exercises reported the selec-
tion of Bro. Thos. Lansdell to preach at the stand at 11} o’clk.,
Bro. L. R. Gwaltney in the house at the same time, and Bro.

James L. Gwaltney at the stand at 3} o’clock.
Bro. O. Ellyson, from the Committee on State Missions,

presented the following report, which was adopted after re-
marks by Elder S. C. Boston and others:

REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS.

y and gratitude we review the past history of

It is with feelings of heartfelt jo
our State Missionary operations. In no department of Christian effort in which
h so great success. God

g:’sh_ave been engaged have our labors been crowned wit

that?deed smiled upon the labors of our Missionaries. We are confident, also,

e or the present e}evated position now enjoyed by us in this State as a de-
ominatinn, we are in no small degree indebted to the attention paid to the cul-
tivation of our home field.

%tge;{e_arp from the circular of the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of

State Mission, that over one-third of the churches in the State were organized
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by their missionm'ies, and that for req) elﬂciency, they are
one-half. Being hotn of the Missionary Spirit, most of the;
views of Christian ob]ig&tion, and from them, is receiveq
funds which g0 into the treasuries of oy different benevo] y
While much Lag been accomplished by the Dersevering zea] and liberality of
those who have engaged in this nople work, yet more remains to he done,

» Probably, €qual ¢,
m entertaiy enlarge, g

their service the Sixty-seven Missionarieg already employed, but ¢, in

number, and greatly to enlarge theiy field of Operations; gq that, partaking More
freely of thig labor of love, we may the more great
thereof,

Resolved, That e will endeavor, by ap earnest effort among o
raise for State Missions the Coming Year, an amount ¢
white member Wwithin the bounds of this Association,

The Association then proceedeq to the usual arrangements
for the next session,—when it was resolved, the next session
of this body shoylq be held with the Shoulders Fj]) Church, at

its Meeting' House called Sycamope Hill, in Norfol County

commencing on the Wednesday before the fourth Sabbath, 7,
9i 3

Elder 8. . Boston wag appointed to preach the introductory
Sermon, and Eldey Thos. Lansdell his alternate, «

The Association then adjourned to to-

morrow morning, 9
o’clock. Prayer by Bro. Richard Allen.

Fripay, May 21st, 1858,

The Association met at the appointeq hour.  After singing,
Prayer was offere by Bro. T. 4. Hall,
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[he minutes of the previous day were then read, and the rolt

called. .
Elder G- W. Keesee from the committee on the instruection

of the colored people, presented the following report, which
was adopted :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE INSTRUCTION OF COLORED
PEOPLE.

The committee on the ¢ Ipstruction of Colored People,”’ submit the following

report :
The first view of this subject presents two things, the importance of i
‘ | pr as, P t and our
indifference towards it. The African race are doubtless included in the purchase
of the Redeemer’s blood,, and they have in their constitution a large share of the
religious element, and yet there is bat little of regular, systematic effort put
forth in our midst for their spiritual good. Their bodies are well provided for
but who shows much care for their souls? : 2
Tt cannot be denied, and would not be concealed, that there are difficulties in
the way of instructing them. Our State laws forbid us to teach them to read
and consequently instruction must be imparted to them altogether by the living,
voice. Many of them have grown old in ignorance, and now find their minds
indisposed, and to some degree, incapacitated to giving attention to such work
In some cases also, as happens to the illiterate in every country they have im'-
bibed hurtful or troublesome superstitions, which cannot be easfly" removed. And
;};‘e;it;lgxgliizsl?a’gf; rest of Adam’s race, they have the carnal mind, which is
But these difﬁculties are not insurmountable, and in i
! stead of excus )
they call for increased diligence. That it is the, duty of christians :0 ;§§r3(;%1§ﬁit;
class of the community, suitable religious instruction, cannot be doubted The
“fact that God has placed them in our midst, made them members of our Touse-
}xleilenliz’te ma.tkes it our duty to teach them the way of life ; while the fact that they
i tl;g : us in temporal things, should prompt us to Tminister to them in spirit-
And there are not lackin i i i ;
1d o considerations, drawn from t
condition, to counterbalance the disadvanta;;es in theii' casehe;xgarzﬁmr o
earnest effort. Though they cannot read, yet their memoriyes on this gzgri%ﬁ
‘;:: %gixret;eten{)ivlg. Their social posit%o"n renders them docile. They havoe no
) —they believe with the credulity of child d iveli i
B ot ¢ oropecly di y of children, an the liveliness of
Now if it be Woll"thp':}}fe)w lgle;t;fg,o ‘rlx;ayhbe tgrned to the advantage of religion.
BRI Hic zospci amaong the trib % S\;rc es to give of their money for the
to put forth personal efforts in behaleg of th fdd not_also.worth :chexr ¥ e
RO e of. this commitied th of their own and their neighbors servants?
this instruction may be conduct:ed ai&;l;iy Shaﬁl T b
B ieri, which -the . nore, however, can be done than hint
their necessities. R o f,;go sense ‘of our chur(_:hcs must modify to suit
B tions, which arephu S.lt oué brethren and sisters will give the follow-
B ntoos tial mbly offered, their prayerful consideration and a
1. Let such of t.he ]
attend the daily famils;r;?;tsygs csxx[y, be invited, and, if necessary, required to
przcml}‘)le S of iime, and};n - t;dzr;ya 11{19:()17 attetrtxd ;very day without any ap-
. Let every pious master istre O ik
reading the SC!‘iI})ﬁtures tgsttlii:r nEnrstress devote some portion of each Sunday to
B ek w0ald bo urofi servants, catechising them and praying with them.
BT o profitable alike to master and servant, and well pleasing
3. In ever: 4 n
y church s :
B8t & Colored Sw;’;}'}f}/ nqil,gt\)‘?(.»rhond. let some suitable brother be selected to
7 School ; let him ussemble all the colored people, young
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and old at some convenient Louse of the Sabbath ; let him secure the assistance
of a teacher for every four or five pupils, and let ‘their teachers give their Pupils
oral instruction, using “Ryland’s,” or « Winkler's?? Catechism, reading g
them simple passages of scripture, especially the Gospels and the Acts, andethe
historic parts of the Old Testament, and teaching them to commit hymns ang
scripture verses to memory.

4. In most places it might be made convenient for country pastors to holq
Separate meetings on Sunday afternoons for their colored congregationg, By
this means additional interest and larger attendance will be secured, as wel] 44
the advantage of being at liberty to Speak in a manner more suitable tq thig
class than to a promiscuous congregation. On such occasions short, Dointed,
practical sermons, illustrated freely by reference to subjects familiar to their
minds, may be profitably connected with catechising’ Tt'is also hoped that pas-
tors will approve and recommend the plan here proposed or some other for Do-
mestic and Sunday School instruction.

In all their instructions, a prominent place should he given to singing, Thig
will be found a useful auxillary in doing them good. ;

As with the whites so with the colored people, the most hopeful field of lahor

Finally, much of the success of this plan will depend upon the spirit and
manner with which it is carried out, Let the desire to glorify God and do
good, prompt a gentle spirit and soft manner in all who engage in this work.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Previous to the adoption of this report, brethren Goodall,
Ellyson, Allen and others made remarks appropriate and in-
teresting on this important subject.

Elder P. Owens presented the following report on ¢ Chowan
Institute,” which was adopted :

REPORT ON CHOWAN FEMALE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

Your committee are gratified to report this Institution still in a prosperous
condition. The number of students entered during the present year has been
eighty-eight, ahout eighty of whom are now in attendance. The faculty con-
sists of eight members—four gentlemen and four ladies,—all of whom have had
Years of experience in teaching and are well qualified to £l the Positions assign-
ed them. In regard to the character of itg faculty and to other means of in-
struction, this Institution is not inferior to the hest schools in the country.

The health of the pupils has heen unusually good during the present year.
+A single case of Scarlet Fever occurred a few weeks ago, which caused the tem-
borary withdrawal of some fifteen or twenty of the young ladies, all of whom,
except one, have now been returned.

The present indebtedness of the Institution, as reported at the recent session
of the Chowan Association, amounts to between six and seven thousand dollars,
and that body resolved to raise ten thousand within the next twelve months, be~
tween two and three thousand of which were subscribed during the session of
the Association.

Additional buildings to provide for the more comfortable accommodation of
a large number of Pupils, are greatly needed, and to provide the means of add-
ing these desirable improvements, the Board of Trustees are relying mainly up-
on this hody.

Bro. McDowell gave an encouraging statement concerning
this valuable institution, and others spoke on the subject,
On motion, the following resolutions were adopted :
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eard with pleasure
itute, in raising

Jved, That We have h
iy F’male Collegiate Tnst

Chowan ¢ )
oss of the Institute, .a.n'd7
e within

i Associa.tion o Tais!
dollars-
Resolved fu That we will endeavor t
d improvements, and that we cor
for this Purpose, and heartily recommend

also the liberal
the next twelve months

contempl
1o visit uS
prethren.

Elder T. G. Jones :
presented the following report, whi

REPORT ON BIBL

from the committee

The committee o Bible operations

enjoyed for the distribution of the W
i Association, but throughout variou

ter than they have been at any
terprising Superintcndent of Colportage,

in that jmportant work, have been able
efforts, to secure the services of about

bearing the bible, along with other religious
hitherto greatly neglected portions of the State.
system of colportage, the Bible Boar

able contributions in money besides supplying the

Tn view of these facts, the commi

the souls of men among us,
increased zeal and more yigo
aged. But while there is 80 much reason

are pained to have to say that there is
that the interest in the great work of supplying
are perishing without it, instead of increasing &
the hearts of not a few. While all the
orted contributions to other benevolent causes,
at all to that which is the cause of causes.

et, the committee are
of stimulating the flagging zeal

case, they would earnestly and devoutly pray-
All which is respectfully submitted.

Flder James L. Gwaltney from th

Missions, presented
various brethren, and p

in the city of Petersburg,
care, the report was adopted.

REPORT ON DOMESTI

; ‘The General Board of Domesti
151‘0(:3“?& in Marion, Ala. Tt embraces
o Tndian Missions, and. the China populat

of the success
funds to liquidate the indebted=

proposition made
an additional

o raise at least &
dially invite the Ag
him to the liberality of our

ch was adopted :
E OPERATIONS.

»
take pleasure in sta
ord of Grod, not only within
s other por

and the brethren €0

through the
forty brethren,
jous hooks,

and testaments which they require.
ittee feel that the lovers O

\with the bread
s it should do,

not without hope that the
of the churches.

e Committee

the following report-
articular referenc

that the Board of Domestic Missions
is thus somewhat con

¢ Missions of the
the South
ion of

R

< of the Agents of

by the Chowan
ten thousand

n equal sum for the
Acent of the Board

on Bible Operations,

ating that the facilities
the bounds 0O

tions of our State,
The active and en-

previous.
ith him

nnected Wi

blessing of God upon their
who; as colportenrs, are
destitute in many
the support of this

owards
malke consider=

d of the General Association
colporteurs with all the bibles

£ the bible and of
d and stimulated to

in which they are en-

rous effort in the noble work
ement, the committee

is lessening in

ted in our Association,

churches represen
many of them reported nothing
While mentioning this i

g fact with
{11 have the effect
this may be the

doing 80 W
And that

on Domestic
After remarks from
¢ being made to the fact

located in our bounds,
fided to our

C MISSIONS.

Southern Baptist Convention
and Southwestern States, also
California. Its extent is vast,
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to learn that an increased interest ig being awakened relative to ihis departmen
of our great work. May it continue, Strengthen, anq widen jts influence, ge-
companied by the Prayers of (3od’s chosen eople, and attended by the Holy

D :
Spirit, unti] our whole lang shall be supplied with the bread of life,

Elder G, w, Keesee presenteq the following réport from the
Standing Comnmittee op Sabbath Schools, which was adopted :

REPORT 0N SABBATH SCHOOLS.

and teachers, anq 1,669 pupils, Making 5 liberal allowance for schools that
have not beey Teported, we May suppose that there are in our churches 4¢¢
officers anq teachers, anq 2,000 pupils. Tt*can not pe that we are glive to the

want of the Supplies which Sunday Schools should furnjgh,. ;
We are gratified at the zeal manifosted in the work of Sunday Schools and
(Y:Iportage by the Slmday School ang Publication Board of the General Asgo-
ciation of Virgima, and we recommend thijg Board to the Patronage of our
" churches, We state for the information of those interestoq that brother A. .
1 )ickinson, Superintendent of Sabbath Schools and Colportage under this Board,
will furnish librarieg and other books tq schools on the most favorahle terms,
and will make donations to such schools ag are unable to buy. .

Respectfu Y submifted,

The ;"\J(”!("l'?””l' announced the St;uuling Committees :
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STANDING COMMITTEES.
- .

On State Missions—Keesee, Thos. Wallace, Chandler and

Chambliss.
On Foreign Missions— T G. Jones, Toy, March and Creath.
On Domestic Missions—T. G. Keen, B. Todd, J. C. Bailey,
and Hall. :

On Education—S- C- Boston, Pugh, Ellyson and T. A. Har-
rison.
; J. W. Hunnicutt, Goodall, and

On Tempemnce-——P. Owens,
D. G. Potts.
On Bible Operations——Watki

 Jarratt, and R. 1. Dobie. -
On Sabbath Schools—R. Jones, W. H. Williams, S. March,

W. D. McClenny, and Ellwell.
On Depository———T. Hume, W. H. Williams, M. Sykes and

J. Barnes.
On Chowan Institute—J - R. Chambliss, J. C. Bailey, Kee-

see, J. R. Wilhoit, J. E. Peters, Hall and Hume.
~ Missionary for the Upper District—J . C. Bailey, F. H. Rob-
ertson, John W. Potts, and T. B. Creath.

For the Middle District—P. Owens, 3. R. Wilhoit, S. Hen-
derson, and W. D. McClenny.

For the Lower District—T. Hume, A. J. Wise, Tebn Hoys
and Ellwell.

A recess was then taken for the purpose
claims of ¢ State Missions,” and taking up a collection.

Business was then resumed and Elder S. C. Boston from
the Standing Committee on Education, presented the following

report, which was adopted :

nson, Thos. Lonsdell, Jessee

of presenting the

REPORT ON EDUCATION.

ing;ltr comrrfuttee beg leave to report, that as a people we not only admit the
0 Ph dance of education, but by our acts and efforts have shown that to a very
grgade ggl‘ee we appreciate its advantages. Colleges and schools of the highcst
denomigzﬁ sprung up in every part of our country, second to those of no other
sy c10n in our land for furnishing & good and solid education. Indeed,
b o );hOm}r:lendable feeling on this subject for a long time has been cherished
elbig Stateur? es North and South, East and West. It is gratifying that in cur
ol Both“ e, EiLS a people, have not been insensible to the importance of this sub-
R 5a ra e and female education
o htersh ht(‘»lllitmumg to do $0. It is mo longer necessary that our sons and
inst?tutigﬁ fa £o ﬂb\“Oad or be sent to others. At home in our own State, in
Slllive m 3 ounded, _t(_)s.tere.d and cgnh-oﬂed by our own people they can enjoy
eans and facilities for acquiring an edncation that they can ask. Nor

has received a large share of our atten-
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has the importance of an educated ministry been overlooked by ys, Our oy,
Education Society and our own College at Rj mond, grew oyt of this conyje.
tion. For our present corps of intelligent and efficient ministers lhl‘oughout
our State, we are largely indebteq to this society and to this college.  Yegp af-
ter year they are sending forth fresh recruits of youthfy] ambassadors Prepareq
and equiped to do affective service for Christ and hig cause. Thege institutiong
should be warmly cherisheq by us and liberally Supported. They are doing 4
work for us that cannot otheryise he done. They are Preparing poor yet prom.
ising and faithfy] Young men to preach the gospel, who, in al] probability, nev-

The Missionary Committees for the several districts made
verbal reports, which were received,

The following resolutions were then presented ang adopted :

Resolv.eal, That a committee be now appointed to take charge of the Historical
etches sent up to this Association, and prepare g connected history of the
churches, to be bresented at our next session.

c., &c., as they may think proper.

Committee-T, Hume, T, . Jones, R, Jones, P, Owens,
M. R. Watkinson and T. G. Keen.

Elder R. Jopes presented the following resolution which was
‘Inanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be tendered to brother J. R. Cham-
bliss, our late Moderator, for the ability and fidelity with which for six years
he presided over our deliberationg,

The following brethren were appointed delegates to the (Fen-
eral Association - T. Lansdell, W D. MecClenny, John W.
Ward and James Corbett,
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After remarks from various brethren, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted :
olved, That We recommend to th
dal,g;n, th,e Religiouns Herald, a8 one o
1and.
The Finance Co
of brother John W. Potts, Treas-

was adopted :
i examined the accounts
We find all to e correct.
$78 22

880-

.
of the churches of this A
the

¢ patronage
jous journals in

¢ the very best relig

mmittee made the following report, which

Your comml
arer accompamed by proper vouchers.
3 '\ find in his hand a balance PR S e TR ARG
A Contributions received at e SRR L At 115 01
! 3 il
: $193 23
o add that the Clerk has neglected t0 apply for the amount
fch somewhat accounts for the

Jast year, WhiC

usual.
wM. D. McCLENNY,
MICHAEL SYKES.

s were then ap-

1t may be proper ¢
for his services & a expenditures
balance 00 hand being 1arger than

nding Association:

the 3d Sunday m
Keesee, Lans-

Correspo

To Concord—(Meets Wednesday before
August at James Square Church)—J. C- Bailey,
dell, Creath, Chambliss, and J. W. Potts.

To Accomac—DBostor T. G. Jones, Toy, Hume, ‘Watkin-
© som, and R. J ones—(Meets on Friday before 3d Sunday in Au-
___ beforethelst Sunday in
Robinson, Keen, Rob-

Messengers t0
pointed.

gust.)
To Middle District—(Meets
August)——Pugh, Ellyson, Wm.

ertson, and B. Todd.
To Chowan—(Meets at Mount Carmel,
in May, 1859.)—Hu

Northampton County,
me, R.Jones,

Tuesday, before 3d Sunday 1n
~J. C. Bailey, T. Lansdell, T. G- Jones, and G- W. Keesee.
before the 2d Sunday in October,
Wallace,

"To Dover—(Meets Saturday
at Colosse Church, King William County,)—¥Keen;
Goodall, Ellyson, and Schoolfield.

On motion, 1t wWas
4 :;,1! ' fRe'.solved, That the thanks of this body e retur

7 of this community for their kind attentions to us
On motion, T. Hume.was appointe

the minutes.
A motion for adjour

ned to the brethren and friends
during our gession.

d to edit and distribute

on 1 ament was then made and carried.

thAfter singing, prayer was offered by Elder T. Hume, when
e Association was declared to be adjourned, the next session
Norfolk County,

to be held at Sycamore Hill Meeting House,
commencing on ‘Wednesday before the fourth Sabbath in May,

1859.
& Jos. H. PRINCE, Moderator-
Teste—T. Hume, Clerk.
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