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MINUTES- . 

BLACK CREEK MEETING HOUSE, 
May 19th, 1858. 

The Virginia Portsmouth Baptist Association assembled here- 
this day in its sixty-eighth annual session. 

The introductory sermon was preached according to appoint-
ment by Elder G, W. Keesee, of Hicksford, Greensville Co.,— 
Text 2 Cor. viii-9 "For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
becamepoor, that ye through his poverty might be rich." 

After these services, brother J. R. Chambliss, the former 
Moderator, called the Association to order, and prayer was of- 
fered by Elder Jas. L. Gwaltney. 

The letters from the churches were then presented by the del-
egates. After some progress in reading them, the hour for din-,  
ner having arrived, a recess of one hour was taken. Benedic- 
tion by Elder Jas. Delk. 

Business was resumed at the expiration of the recess—prayer 
having been offered by Elder T. G. Jones. 

When the reading of the letters was completed, the election 
of officers was announced as in order. Bro. J. R. Chambliss 
then took occasion to decline a re-election as Moderator, not 
from an unwillingness to be found actively co-operating with 
us, but as he had served in this capacity for six years he felt it 
his duty to give place to others. After several ineffectual at-
tempts to induce him to retain the position he had so ably and 
satisfactorily filled, Bro. Joseph H. Prince, of Southampton 
County, was nominated and unanimously elected. Elder T. 
Hume was then elected Clerk, 
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On motion, messengers from corresponding Associations and 
visiting ministers were affectionately invited to present them 
selves and participate in our deliberations. Then, and during 
the session, the following were reported : 

James Delk, J. D. Ellwell, ----- McDowell and L. R. 
Gwaltney from the Chowan Association ; Robert H. Vaughan 
from the Dover Association ; A. E. Dickinson, Superintendent 
of Colportage •; S. A. Creath, Agent of Richmond College, Jas. 
L. Gwaltney, John W. Ward and M. L. Ward ; Geo. Bradford, 
from the North Carolina Baptist State Convention. 

On motion, the following committees were appointed : 
On Religious Exercises—P. Owens, J. C, Bailey and the Dea-

cons of Black Creek Church. 

On Finance—Wm. D. McClenny and M. Sykes. 

Messengers to corresponding Associations were called upon 
and made their reports. 

On motion, the following resolution ( which was adopted at 
the last session) was called up : 

Resolved, That for the purpose of bringing more of our brethren into counsel 
and co-operation with us during our sessions, and thus begetting more general 
interest, it be recommended to the churches to amend the constitution of this 
body, so that each church may be allowed to send any number of delegates to 
the annual session ; provided, however, that only one vote shall be allowed each 
church, which said vote shall be cast by a member appointed for that purpose 
by the church, or chosen by the delegation from each church. 

While an interesting discussion was progressing on this sub-
ject, a motion was made to adjourn. 

This motion was withheld, and the Committee on Religious 
Exercises was allowed to report the selection of Elder T. G.. 
Jones to preach to-morrow at 11 o'clock in the house, and. El-
der S. C. Boston, at the same time under the arbor. 

The Association then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock.  Prayer by Elder R. Jones. 

THURSDAY, May 20th, 1858. 

The Association met at the appointed hour. After singing, 
prayer was offered by Bro. J. D. Ellwell. 



The minutes of the preceding day were read, and the roH 
called. The resolution under discussion at the time of adjournment 
on yesterday was called up. Various amendments were pro-
posed and a protracted and profitable discussion ensued. Fi-
nally, an amendment offered by Bro. Chambliss was passed, which 
provides for the appointment of four delegates from each church 
(all being entitled to vote.) 

The resolution thus amended, was adopted, and is as follows 

Resolved, That for the purpose of bringing more of our brethren into counsel 
and co-operation with us during our sessions, and thus begetting more general 
interest, it be recommended to the churches to amend the constitution of this 
body, so that each church may be allowed to send four delegates, ( all being en- 
titled to vote.) 

The committee on the Depository presented the following 
report: 

REPORT ON DEPOSITORY. 

Your committee have only been able to accomplish any thing of their legiti-
mate work 'Viz : the circulation of religious books, as they have co-operated 
with the "Virginia Baptist Sabbath School and.  Publication Board," in its col- 
portage labors. It is known by you that at our State anniversaries last year, it was regarded 
that the action of the American Tract Society, in speaking of the " moral 
evils" of slavery, and directing the issue of publications on that subject was 
offensive, and demanded the withdrawal of its colporteurs from among us. Pre-
vious to this issue, a large field was before us, particularly for the purpose of 
disseminating our denominational literature, now, there was a necessity for 
more vigorous and abundant efforts. A hearty determination was manifested 
to accept this responsibility, and enter upon the work we were thus called to. 

The Board was enabled to secure the valuable services of Bro. A. E. Dickin-
son as lipperintendent of Colportage. He has vigorously and successfully pros-
ecuted file great work. The number of Colporteurs throughout the State has 
been increased to forty, and it is designed to add largely to this band of labor-
ers in every section of the State. 

Two Colporteurs have been employed in this Association, under the direction 
of your committee. Two others are under appointment, and yet others are 
anxious to enter upon the work. The Superintendent has visited some of the 
churches in our bounds, and secured liberal contributions. We do not doubt, 
that wherever the character of this enterprise is clearly exhibited, its import-
ance and claims will be felt and will secure the support of our brethren. 

Appended is the report of Bro. Absalom Cherry, one of our Colporteurs. The 
other Colporteur, Bro. 	has been laboring in the city of Norfolk and 
surrounding parts, for about two months. He has been actively and success-
fully employed, but we have no report from him. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

REPORT OF A. CHERRY. 

During the last summer and fall I acted as Colporteur in the bounds of the 
"Portsmouth Association," A portion of the time I supplied myself with our 



denominational works, which 1 disposed of in communities where there was lit-
tle or no baptist influence. I was also well supplied with tracts, which 1 dis-
tributed wherever I went. Last fall I received an appointment from the "Board 
of Colportage," under the general superintendence of Bro. A. E. Dickinson, to continue my labors in this Association. 	accepted the appointment, and pros-ecuted the work until I was compelled to leave 

the field. I resigned very reluct-antly, but my health becoming feeble from excessive labor, admonished me of the duty of resigning at once, in order that some one more physically competent might enter the field and relieve its necessities. I resigned about the first of 
performed since July last. April. The following brief statement will show what amount of labor I have 

Families visited 507, conversed on the subject of personal religion and praed with 194, found destitute of all religious books of 
of bible 17, habitually neglecting religious service destitute 

 67. I sold of religious books 174 volumns, bibles and testaments 17 volumns, distributed gratuitously 38 vol-unms of religious books, and 2,256 pages of tracts. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

ABSALOM CHERRY. 
The reading of the report wa 

dresses from .Brethern 	s followed by interestin g ad- Dickinson, Chambliss, McDo others—after which it was ado 	 well and pted. 

After statements were made in reference to the subject gen-
erally, and particularly in regard to the increased number of 
Colporteurs designed to be employed within our bounds, the 
following resolutions were then presented and adopted 

Resolved, 
That we pledge our best efforts to secure a 

$1000 during the next associational year for the Colpor contribution of at least 
tage work. Resolved, That brother Dickinson be now in behalf of this object, 	privileged to take up a collection 

The names of the Churches were now called over and the 
delegates present stated the amounts for which they would be responsible, as follows •

: Antioch (W. D. Mangum for Anself) 
$10; Beaver Dam $10; Black Creek $25; Court Street, Ports-
mouth, $50; Cumberland Street, Norfolk, (Mlles Davis for 
himself) $5; First Church, Petersburg, $100; Fourth Street, 
Portsmouth, $20; Free Mason Street, Norfolk, $50; Hicksford, 
$20; High Hills, (T. B. Creath for himself) $5; Hebron $20; 
Thos. Lansdell, $10; S. Henderson, $1; Kempsville, $25 ; 
Millfield, $10; Mill Swamp, $10; Mulberry, (A. Cherry for 
himself,) $5; Newville $10; North West, $25; Old Shop, 
$5; Oak Grove, $5; Pleasant Grove, $10; St. Johns, $25; 
Sappony, $25; Second Church, Petersburg, $30; South Quay, 
$15; Suffolk, $15; Moore's Swamp, $10; Tucker's Swamp, $25; Western Branch, 	•

$25; Gillfield, $5; First African, Pe-
tersburg, 15 ; First Colored, Norfolk, $5; Bute Street, Norfolk, $5; 	

Carr Bowers, $25;--total $671, There were ea s h con- 



t ributions also made which will be acknowledged by Bro. Dc
inson, and there were also other subscriptions given to him. 

The committee on Religious Exercises reported the selection 

of Bro. J. D. 
Ellwell to preach this afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

The hour for preaching, (viz: 11 o'clock,) having arrived, 
the Association resolved to take a recess. Bro. T. G. Jones 
preached in the house, and Bro, S. 

	
stop at the stand to S. C. Bo  

large and attentive congregrations. rocee The association resumed its session and pded with the 

Elder R. Jones from the Standing Committee on Temperance business. 
wing, which, after discussion and amendment, 

presented the follo  
was adopted: 

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE 

The men are now living who can remember when ardent spirits was regarded 
an indispensable article of diet and of hospitality throughout tali,her 

	

States,—when children had their toddy as often as their dinner, 
	servants 

their drams as regularly as mules their fodder. As might be expected from such a state of things, a tide of desolating evils 
soon flooded every department of society. The philanthropy of the age was 
aroused to the invention of a remedy by which to arrest, or at least, impede its 

It is worthy of note that the first organized effort against the evils of intern-progress. 
perance, was made in Massachusetts at the suggestion of a few christian breth-
ren, in the year 1811, simultaneous with the origin of American Missions, and 
that the two enterprises have ever been inseparably linked in aim, in toil and in 
achievement. The influence of this first temperance effort, like " living waters, 
Rowing out to the hinder and former sea" soon spread into every city, hamlet, 
and neighborhood in the whole country. The temperance pledge was reckoned 
one of the greatest moral engines of the age, not inferior to the Declaration of 
Independence, and temperance lecturers were classed with Wilberforce, Howard 
and Wiiiilaington. Religion and politics, war and commerce were all eclipsed 
by the cello of glory that covered the great temperance army. This hyper en-
thusiasm of the old temperance societies having reached its high flood tide, be-
gan to ebb back to its old channels, and the seeming "goodness thereof, like the 
morning cloud and early dew, passed away." 

These societies accomplished much good, but they were found deficient in con-
centration and projectile force. They, had no power of guarding the doors against 
the intrusion of improper members, or of dealing with the delinquent. To meet 
this desideratum, the Order of the Sons of Temperance was ins communit

tituted, whose 

	

benevolent feature challenged the sympathy of the christian 	
y, and 

brought under its influence a class of persons who could not and be reache 
political dem-

agogues with other interested votaries, hastened to do homage at the altars of 
the Sons. But soon this Order lost its talismanic power with the h 

public mind, 
and depraved appetite, like the strong man bound, having broken is strong 
cords and walked forth to corrupt and devour, making earth and hell to trem-
ble beneath hisgiant strides. 

It was now found by experience, that societies and " moral suasion " alone, 
would not do to arrest the evil of intemperance. The next effort e 	

was to invoke 
aid of legislation. The people of various States petitioned and obtained a 

prohibitory Liquor Law, and the results of its operation for awhile were of the 
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s most gratifying character. Yet this the last form of organized effort, has not 
met with perfect success, even in the few states where it has been tried. 

From all these partial failures, the friends of temperance turned to a pur
e  Christianity as the only hope of ultimate success. The Portsmouth Association 

has for years had a Standing Committee on Temperance. Once they could re-
port the formation of many societies, and the growing interest of the public 
mind on the subject. But now we have to echo the melancholy report we hear, 
alas, too true, that drunkenness is greatly on the increase in our bounds. 

Thank God, we are in advance of our fathers on this subject, and hope to see 
our churches brought up to a much higher standard than they have hitherto 
reached. Christians have stronger incentives to engage in this work than men 
of the world. This is soul labor, gospel labor, labor for eternity. Let the 
churches take the lead in this matter—let the people speak out in "loud and 
peeling notes."—let the Press, with all its galvanic batteries thrill the nation 
with its warnings—let the friends of temperance, in serried ranks shout back 
be utterly demolished. the sound and press "on, and on," until king Alcohol and his adherents shall 

REUBEN JONES. 
On motion, the following brethren were appointed to attend 

to taking up the public collection to-morrow for State Missions,. 
viz: M. Sykes, T. C. Garrison, W. D. McClenny, A. Edwards, 
and T. D. Toy. Elders R. Jones and J. C. Bailey were ap-
pointed to present the object to the respective congregations. 

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, presented 
through Elder J. C. Bailey, the following report: 

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions beg leave to present the following report: 

In our annual report it is impossible to present an adequate impression of the 
subject of Missions. We can expect to do no more than interest your mind and 
possibly lead you to a thorough investigation of the Foreign Mission enterprise. 
This cannot be more forcibly expressed than it is from the lips of Our Master, 
" Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature," 

AR to en-
courage us 

to labor in view of success, he says: "Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." 

This commission was regarded by the first Christians as equally binding upon 
every redeemed one; each with an untiring zeal labored to accomplish this great 
and glorious work. And it is now committed into our hands. Why should we 
to Christ. not have the same spirit. This must and will be before the world is converted 

He has called us into his vineyard to labor for this great end; Therefore, it 
the world as far as his ability extends. is the duty of each individual member of the church to send out the gospel to 

Yet, as but few of us are prepared to go to a distant land to preach the gospel, 
we should cheerfully sustain those who may be called to go, with our money and our prayers. 

Our Mission Board should be regarded as the Agent of the churches; to ena-
ble each member, if he has a mind to work, to accomplish it at hi 

A own door, We would call the attention of the churches to the last report of the Board; 
it is exceedingly interesting and encouraging, and we earnestly advise all our members to procure a copy and study it. 

We present from it the following interesting items : "The Missions of the 
i3oard are in a'healthful and encouraging state. The Divine blessingThas great- 
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ly attended the laborers of our missionaries during the plt year. They have 
had a larger number of conversions than any previous year. The Board have 

made several new appointments to supply the place of some who have 
recently 

	

tions. 	

home on account of feeble health and also to enlarge their opera- 
had to return

year they have distributed 1,905 copies of the New Tracts, 
Testament

206,407 
and 

portions of the Scriptures comprising 156,650 pages; 11 047, During the  
; besides 270 copies of Denominational works, 65,800 pages. 

pages  The reports from China are truly encouraging. Many at home were begin-
ning to feel that our efforts in China would prove abortive. But now a bright 
day has dawned at Shanghai and however clouds may flit across then 

 ho 
shall 

a r e
uvival at Shanghai still continues, and since I 

come. Bro. Crawford says,  
wrote one month ago we have had five more cuccessfull onversions." during the year most 

Our mission in Liberia is still progressing als. Successful] 

of the churches have been favored with reviv 
FINANCES. 

The last annual report of the Treasurer showed a balance on hand of $3,211-
73, since that time $34,302 53 have been received, making an aggregate of 37,-
514 28; the expenditures during the year are $33,633 02, leaving a balance of 

3,881 The re 

	

26. 	p 

	

a 	

ort states "in view of the financial pressure wh
result

ich  
w ith 

has pre
grat 

- 

viled for more than half the current year, we can but ha
-

itude and increased confidence in him who has disposed the hearts of his people 
to give liberally." It should be known, however, that an increase beyond this 
rate of contribution will be necessary to the mission 

off the Board. 

We would close in the language of the report 	 he Board, by "earnestly 
urging upon the brethren everywhere the importance of an increased zeal, pray-
erfulness and activity in the work of Foreign Mission enterprise. From every one 
of our Missions urgent pleas for increased aid are pressed upon us. Men are 

nting men for China and Africa—Jesus Christ's men, who are willing to toil 

	

wa 	,  
and suffer and die to glorify Him." 

Remarks were made by brethren in connection with this re- 
port, when it was adopted. 

The Committee on Religiouses reported the selec- Exercis 
tion of Bro. Thos. Lansdell to preach at the sta 	14 o'clk., 
Bro. L. R. Gwaltney in the house at the same time, and Bro. 
James L. Gwaltney at the stand at 32o'clock. 

Bro. 0. Ellyson, from the Committee on State Missions, 
presented the following report, which was adopted after re- 
marks by Elder S. C. Boston and others: 

REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS. 

It is with feelings of heartfelt joy and gratitude we review the past history of 
our State Missionary operations. In no department of Christian effort in which 
w have been engaged have our labors been crowned with so great success h

. God 
as indeed smiled upon the labors of our Missionaries. We are confident, also, 

that t for the present elevated position now enjoyed by us in this State as a de- no  
minatinn, we are in no small degree indebted to the attention paid to the cul-

tivation of our home field. 
We learn from the circular of the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of 

State Mission, that over one-third of the churches in the State were organized 



10 

by their missionaries, and that for real efficiency, they are, probably, equal to 
one-half Being born of the Missionary spirit, most of them entertain enlarged 
views of Christian obligation, and from them is received a large share of the 
funds which go into the treasuries of our different benevolent societies. 

While much has been accomplished by the persevering zeal and liberality of 
those who have engaged in this noble work, yet more remains to be done. Let 
us, therefore, brethren, with a liberality far exceeding that which has mark-
ed any former period of our history, encourage the Board, not only to keep in 
their service the sixty-seven Missionaries already employed, but to increase their 
number, and greatly to enlarge their field of operations. so that, partaking more 
freely of this labor of love, we may the more greatly rejoice in the fruits thereof. 

Your committee would recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 
Reso/ved, 

That we will endeavor, by an earnest effort among our brethren, to 
raise for State Missions the coming year, an amount equal to one dollar for each white member within the bounds of this Association. 

The Association t
henroceeded to the usual arrangemen.ts for the next session,—whe p 

n it was resolved, the next 	ion 
of 	

session  Meeting House called Sycamore 	
, 

commencing on the W 	 Hill, in .11rogeolk County 
May, 1859. ednesday bybre the fourth, Sabbath in 

sermon, and Elder Elder S. C. Boston was appointed to preach the i 
Thos. Lansdell his alterna te. ntroductory 

. 
The committee appointed at the last session to draw up and 

report to this session a plan for the appointment of an Execu-
tive Committee, offered the following, which was adopted: Your 
committee instead of reporting a plan for an Executive Com-
mittee &c., would recommend that the "Standing Committees" 
be continued, and be directed to organize themselves and pros- 
ecute the presentation to the churches of 

i 	 t to their charge he objects comm 
interest in their behal 

	

	
itted n such wa ys as shall tend to awaken a deeper f. 

The Association 
 then adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. Prayer by Bro. Richard Allen. 

FRIDAY, May 21st, 
pray 

	

	
1858. The

r was offered b  Association met at the appointed hour. After singing, 
y Bro. T. A. Hall. 
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The minutes of the previous day were then read, and the roll 

Elder G. W. Keesee from the committee on the instruction called. 
of the colored people, presented the following report, which 

was adopted 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE INSTRUCTION OF COLORED 

PEOPLE. 

The committee on the "Igstruction of Colored People," submit the following 

The first view of this subject presents two things, the 
importance of it and our report : 

indifference 
towards it. The African race are doubtless included in the purchase 

of the Redeemer's blood,. and they have in their constitution a large share of the 
religious element, and yet there is but little of regular, systematic effort put 
forth in our midst for their spiritual good. Their bodies are well provided for, 

but who shows much care for their sous? 
It cannot be denied, and would not be concealed, that there are difficulties in 

the way of instructing them. Our State laws forbid us to teach them to read, 
and consequently instruction must be imparted to them altogether by the living 
voice. Many of them have grown old in ignorance, and now find their minds 
indisposed, and to some degree, incapacitated to giving attention to such work. 
In some cases also, as happens to the illiterate in every country, they have im-
bibed hurtful or troublesome superstitions, which cannot be easily removed. And 
then, along with the rest of Adam's race, they have the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God. But these difficulties are not insurmountable, and instead of excusing neglect, 
they call for increased diligence. That it is the duty of christians to afford to this 
class of the community, suitable religious instruction, cannot be doubted. The, 
fact that God has placed them in our midst, made them members of our house 
holds makes it our duty to teach them the way of life while the fact that they 
minister,  to us in temporal things, should prompt us to minister to them in spirit-
ual things. And there are not lacking considerations, drawn from their character and 
condition, to counterbalance the disadvantages in their case, and to encourage 
earnest effort, Though they cannot read, yet their memories on this account 
are the more retentive. Their social position renders them docile. They have no 
scepticism—they believe with the credulity of children, and the liveliness of 
their emotions, if properly directed, may be turned to the advantage of religion

,  

Now if it be worth the while of our churches to give of their money for the 
spread of the gospel among the tribes of Yoruba, is it not also worth their while 
to put forth personal efforts in behalf of their own and their neighbors' servants? 

It is expected of this committee that they shall suggest some plan on which 
this instruction may be conducted. No more, however, can be done than hint 
at a general plan, which the good sense 'of our churches must modify to suit 
their necessities. It is hoped that our brethren and sisters will give the follow-
ing suggestions, which are humbly offered, their prayerful consideration and a 
conscientious trial. 

1. Let such of the servants as can, be invited, and, if necessary, required to 
attend the daily family prayers. Many may attend every day without any ap- 
preciable loss of time, and 	Sunday all may attend. 

2. Let every pious master or mistress devote some portion of each Sunday to 
readingte 	the scriptures to their servants, catechising them and praying with them. 
such a work would be profitable alike to master and servant, and well pleasing 
to our Lord. 

3. In every church and neighborhood let some suitable brother be selected to 
conduct a Colored Sunday School : let him assemble all the colored people, young 



12 
and old 

at some convenient house of the Sabbath; let him secure the assistance 
of a teacher for every four or five pupils, and let their teachers give their pupil

s  oral instruction, using "Ryland's," or " Winkler's " Catechism, readinc
,  to  them simple passages of scripture, especially the Gospels and the Act, anef the 

historic parts of the Old Testament, and teaching them to commit hymns and scripture verses to memory. 
4. In most places it might be made convenient for country pastors to hold 

separate meetings on Sunday afternoons for their colored congregations. By 
this means additional interest and larger attendance will be secured, as well as 
the advantage of being at liberty to speak in a manner more suitable to this 
class than to a promiscuous congregation. On such occasions short, pointed, 
practical sermons, illustrated freely by reference to subjects familiar to their 
minds, may be profitably connected with catechising: It is also hoped that pas-

,  tors will approve and recommend the plan here proposed or some other for Do-mestic and Sunday School instruction. 
In all their instructions, a prominent place should be given to sin 

will be found a useful auxiliary in doing them good. 	 gi nom. This  
As with the whites so with the colored people, the most hopeful field of is among the young. The arguments for early religious training in S labor 

Sunday Schools, will apply with equal 	 n force to colored as to white childre. 
Finally, much of the success of this plan will depend upon the spirit and 

manner with which it is carried out. Let the desire to glorify God and do 
good, prompt a gentle spirit and soft manner in all who engage in this work. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Previous to the adoption of this rep , report brethren Goodall, 
Ellyson, Allen and others made remarks appropriate and in-
teresting on this important subject. 

Elder P. Owens presented the following report on "Chowan 
Institute," which was adopted : 

REPORT ON CHOWAN FEMALE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 

tour committee are gratified to report this Institution still in a prosperous 
condition. The number of students entered during the present year has been 
eighty-eight, about eighty of whom are now in attendance. The faculty con- 
sists of eight members—four gentlemen and four ladies,—all of whom have had 
years of experience in teaching and are well qualified to fill the positions assign- 
ed them. In regard to the character of its faculty and to other means of in— 
struction, this Institution is not inferior to the best schools in the country. 

The health of the pupils has been unusually good during the present year. 
.A single case of Scarlet Fever occurred a few weeks ago, which caused the tem- 
porary withdrawal of some fifteen or twenty of the young ladies, all of whom, except one, have now been returned. 

The present indebtedness of the Institution, as reported at the recent session 
of the Chowan Association, amounts to between six and seven thousand dollars, 
and that b©d resolved to raise ten thousand within the next twelve months, be-
tween two and three thousand of which were subscribed durin the Association. g the session of 

Additional buildings to provide for the more comfortable accommodation of 
a large number of pupils, are greatly needed, and to provide the means of add-
on this body. ing these desirable improvements, the Board of Trustees are relying mainly up- 

Bro. McDowell gave an encouraging slatement concerning 
O this valuable institution, and others spoke on the subject. 

n motion, the following resolutions were adopted 



Resolved, 

That we have heard with pleasure of the success of the Agents of 

Chowaa Female of 

Institute, in raising funds to liquidate the indebted
-

ness of the Institute, and, also the liberal proposition made by the Chowan 
. Association to raise -within the next twelve months an additional ten thousand 

dollars. 
R,esolved further, 

That we will endeavor to raise at least an equal sum for the 
plated improvements, and that we cordially invite the Agent of the Board 

contem to visit us for this purpose, and heartily recommend him to the liberality of our 

brethren. Elder T. G. Jones from the committee on Bible Operations, 
presented the following report, which was adopted : 

REPORT ON BIBLE OPERATIONS. 
i 

The committee on Bible operations take pleasure in stating that the facilities' 
enjoyed for the distribution of the word of God, not only within the bounds of 
the Portsmouth Association, but throughout various other portions of our State, 
are greater than they have been at any time previous. The active and en-
terprising Superintendent of Colportage, and the brethren connected with him 
in that important work, have been able through the blessing of God upon their 
efforts, to secure the services of about forty brethren, who, as colporteurs, are 
bearing the bible, along with other religious books, to the destitute in many 
hitherto greatly neglected portions of the State. Towards the support of this 
system of colportage, the Bible Board of the General Association make consider

-

able contributions in, 
 money besides supplying the colporteurs with all the bibles 

and testaments which they require. In view of these facts, the committee feel that the lovers of the bible and of 
the souls of men among us, have reason to be encouraged and stimulated to 

increased zeal and more vigorous 
effort in the noble work in which they are en-

gaged. But while there is so much reason for encouragement, the committee 
are pained to have to say that there is also cause for discouragement. They fear 
that the interest in the great work of supplying with the bread of life those who 
are perishing without it, instead of increasing, as it should do, is lessening in 

the hearts of not a few . 
While all the churches represented in our Association, 

reported contributions to other benevolent causes, many of them reported nothing 
at all to that which is the cause of causes. While mentioning this fact with 

regret, the co
mmittee are not without hope that the doince so will have the effect 

of stimulating the flagging zeal of the churches. And
'  that this may be the 

case, they would earnestly and devoutly pray. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

Elder James L. Gwaltney from the Committee on Domestic 
Missions, presented the following report. After remarks from , 

various bre
thren, and particular reference being made to the fact 

that the Board of Domestic Missions located in our bounds, 

in the c
ity of Petersburg, is thus somewhat confided to our 

care, the report was adopted. 
REPORT ON POMESTIC MISSIONS. 

The General Bo
ard of Domestic Missions of the Southern Baptist Convenf oti 

is located in Marion, Ala. It embraces the South and Southwn States, also 
the Tnal;iii 2Missiow, and the China population of California. 

esterextent is va0, 
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its work is great. The object of this Board is to supply the destitutions of our 
own land with the preached word. To do this requires men and money—men to 
preach the gospel and the means of support, both of which must be supplied by 
the churches. The gospel of Christ is God's appointed instrumentality to save 
sinners. This gospel has been committed to the churches and ministry, who are responsible for its proclamation. 

Go 
and preach the gospel to every crea-ture, is the command of Christ. This command is binding upon every christian 

more or less, according to the circumstances under which he is placed. The do 
ings and success of this branch of our Missionary operations will be seen in the 
minutes of our Southern Baptist Convention, much of which may be learned 
from the Home and Foreign Journal, published in Richmond, Va. Connected 
with this Board, is one located in Petersburg, in union with our General Ass
ciation, and in order that this subject may be kept before the churches compris-
ing this body (the Portsmouth Association,) a committee has been appointed. 
We learn from the letters sent up here that out of 46 churches 23 have contrib 
uted to this object, the precise amount we are not able to report. We are glad 
to learn that an increased interest is being awakened relative to this department 
of our great work. May it continue, strengthen, and widen its influence, ac-
companied by the prayers of God's chosen people, and attended

.  by the Holy Spirit, until our whole land shall be supplied with the bread of life. 

Elder G. W. Keesee presented the following report from the' Standino•b 
Committee on Sabbath Schools, which was adopted: 

REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools offer the following report : 
It is a source of regret that it is not in our power to report more exactly the

-state of Sunday Schools in our churches. The Association extends over a very 
large area of country, and we had, therefore, no means of information on this 
point except through the church letters, and the information furnished from this source is imperfect. In some of the lett

ers no mention is made of the sub-ject, in others it is reported, "we have no school this year," and others state 
the attendance of but few pupils. In the schools reported there are 329 officers 
and teachers, and 1,669 pupils. Making a liberal allowance for schools that 
have not been reported, we may suppose that there are in our churches 400 
officers and teachers, and 2,000 pupils. It*can not be that we are alive to the 
importance of this enterprise, when out of about 3,700 white members, only 
about 400 are engaged in teaching Sunday Schools. There must be many others who "ought to be teachers," 

now idle in the Lord's vineyard. Let our churches look to it, lest they pay the penalty of their indifference in this matter, in hav-
ing their spiritual strength wasted by inactivity instead of increased by exer-
cise, while they shall be compelled to see the churches wane and decay from 
want of the supplies which Sunday Schools should furnish. 

We are gratified at the zeal manifested in the work of Sunday Schools and 
Colportage by the Sunday School and Publication Board of the General Asso-
ciation of Virginia, and we recommend this Board to the patronage of our 
churches. We state for the information of those interested that brother A. E. 
Dickinson Superintendent of Sabbath Schools and Colportage under this Board, 
will furnish libraries and other books to schools on the most favorable terms. and will make donations 

to such schools as are unable to buy. - 
Respectfully submitted. 

The Moderator ;.innoitneed the Standing- Cominittee : 
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STANDING COMMITTEES. 
0 

On State Jffissions—Keesee, 
Thos. Wallace, Chandler and 

On Foreign JVIissions—T. 
G. Jones, Toy, March and Creath. Chambliss. 

On Domestic 3/fissions—T. 
G. Keen, B. Todd, J. C. Bailey, 

On Education—S. 
C. Boston, gh, Ellyson and T. A. Har- and Hall. 	 Pu  

On Temperance—P. 
Owens, J. W. Hunnicutt, Goodall, and rison. 

D. G. Potts. 
On Bible Operations—Watkinson, 

Thos. Lonsdell, Jessee 

Jarratt, and R. L. Dobie. 
On Sabbath Schools R• 

Jones, W. H. Williams, S. March, 

W. D. McClenny, and Ellwell. 
On Depository T. 

Hume, W. H. Williams, M. Sykes and 

On Chowan Institute—J. 	
Chambliss, J. C. Bailey, Kee-J. Barnes. 

see, J. R. Wilhoit, J. E. Peters, Hall and Hume. 
Missionary for the Upper District—J. 

C. Bailey, F. H. Rob-

ertson, John W. Potts, and T. B. Creath. 
For the Middle District P. 

Owens, J. R. Wilhoit, S. Hen-

derson, and W. D. McClenny. 
For the Laxer District—T. Hume, A. J. Wise, T. D. Toy, 

and Ellwell. 
A recess was then taken for the purpose of presenting the 

claims of cc State Missions," and taking up a collection. 
Business was then resumed and Elder S. C. Boston from o the Standing Committee on Education, presented the fllowing 

report, which was adopted 

REPORT ON EDUCATION. 

Your committee beg leave to report, that as a people we not only admit the 
importance of education, but by our acts and efforts have shown that to a very 
high degree we appreciate its advantages. Colleges ands 

 chools of the highest 

grade have sprung up in every part of our country, second to those of no other 
denomination in our land for furnishing a good and solid education. Indeed, 
a highly commendable feeling on this subject for a long time has been cherished 
by our churches North and South, East and West. It is gratifying that in cur 
own State we, as a people, have not been insensible to the importance of this sub-
ject. Both male and female education has received a large share of rat

ou ten- 

tion, and is continuing to do so. It is no longer necessary that our s 
	 nd' 

daughters shall go abroad or be sent to others. At home in our own State, in 
institutions founded, fostered and controlled by our own people they ask 

can Noy. 
 

enjo 

all the means and facilities for acquiring an education that they can 
	. 
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has the importance of an educated ministry been overlooked by us. Our 

	
it Education Society and our own College at Ricilmond grew out of this convic 

tion. For our present corps of intelligent and fficient ministers throughout 
our State, we are largely indebted to this society and to this collepe. Year af-
ter year they are sending forth fresh recruits of youthful ambassadors prepared and equiped to do affective service for Christ and his cause. These institutions should be warmly cherished by us and liberally supported. They are doing a 
work for us that cannot otherwise be done. They are preparing poor yet prom-
ising and faithful young men to preach the gospel, who in all probability, nev-
or would be prepared through any other medium. Let these decline for the 
want of a proper'support and our churches will suffer, and the cause of Christ 
will languish. A recent revival has been enjoyed in our college, and quite a 
number of young men have been led to consecrate themselves to the service of 
their Lord. This is truly cheering. And it is a cause of devout thankfulness 
that this institution of learning is so often made the recipient of such refreshing 
seasons from the presence of the Lord. Some of our most active and efficient 
ministers were converted while pursuing a course of study at this college. Quite 
a goodly number of young men aided by our Education Society are now pur-
suing a course of study at the college preparatory to the ministry. From a 
circular recently sent forth by the president, we learn that funds are very much 
needed. Shall any of these young men panting to preach the gospel, be turned 
away for want of means to enable them to prosecute their studies? Surely not. 
The churches of this Association will surely strive to the best of their ability to 
prevent such an unfortunate occurrence. Let us as an Association, as churches, 
accordingly. as individual baptists weigh our responsibility properly in this matter and act 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

The Missionary Committees 
verbal reports, which 	for the several districts made were received. 

The following resolutions were then presented and adop 

Sketches sent up to this Association, and p

ted Resolved, 
That a committee be now appointed to take charge of the Historical 

churches, to be presented at our next session. repare a connected history of the 
Resolved, 

That those churches which have not sent up sketches of their histo-
ry, be requested to forward the same at an early period to the committee. Resolved, 

That the above committee be requested to append to the above men-
tioned narrative a sketch of the history of this Association, and such statements 
&c., &c., as they may think proper. 
in regard to its plans of benevolence, its co

-operation with the denomination, 

Committee--T. Hume, T. G. 
M. R. Watkinson and 	Jones, R. Jones, P. Owens, T. G. Keen. 

Elder R. Jones presented the following resolutionwhich was unanimously ado pted : 	 w 
Resolved 

That the thanks of this body be tendered t 	 R. Cham- 
bliss, our late Moderator, 	 o brother J. for the abilit an 	

years 
he presided over our deliberations. 	y d fidelity with which for six 

The following brethren were appointed de moral Association : 	 legates to the Genes 
yard and James Corb T. Lansclell, W. D. 1Vicelenny, John. W. ett. 
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After remaks from various 	
the following resolution

. ous brethren,  

was unanimously ad® 
	:  

Resolved, 

That we reco-mmend to the patronage of the churches of this Asso-
ciation, the Religious Herald, as one of the very best religious journals in 

-the 

The Finance Committee made the following report, which land. 

Your committee have examined the accounts of brother John W. Potts, Treag- was adopted : 
arer, accompanied by proper vouchers. 

-We find all to be correct. 
We find in his hand a balance of ....................................... $78 22 
Contribu.tions received at this session, ................................. 115 01 

$193 23 

It may be proper to add that the Clerk has neglected to apply for the amount 
for his services and expenditures last year, which somewhat accounts for the 
balance on hand being larger than usual. 

	WM. D P. McCLENNY,  
MICHAEL SYKES. 

Messengers t® Corresponding Associations were then ap-

To Coneord—(Meets 
Wednesday before the 3d Sunday in. pointed. 

August at James Square Church)—J. C. Bailey, Keesee, Lans-
dell, Creath, Chambliss, and J. W. Potts. 

To ficeoniae--Boston, 
T. G. Jones, Toy, Hume, Watkin-

son, and R. Jones—(Meets on Friday before 3d Sunday in Au-

To Middle District—pleets---------before 
the 1st Sunday in 

gust.) 
August)—Pugh, Ellyson, Wm. Robinson, Keen, F. H. Rob To 

Chowan—(Meets at Mount Carmel, Northampton County, ertson, and B. Todd. 
Tuesday, before 3d Sunday in May, 1859 •) 	

R. Jones, 

J. C. Bailey, T. Lansdell, T. G. Jones, and G. W. Keesee. 

To Dover—(Meets 
Saturday before the 2d Sunday in October, 

at Colosse Church, King William County,)—Keen, Wallace, 
Goodall, Ellyson, and Schoolfteld. 

Resolved, 
That the thanks of this body be returned to the brethren and friends On motion, it was 

of this community for their kind attentions to us during our session. 

On m
otion, T. Hume .was appointed to edit and distribute 

A motion for adjournment was then made and carried• the minutes. 
After singing, prayer was offered by Elder T. Hume, when ed the next session 

the Association was declared to be adjourn, 
	County, 

to be held at ycamore Hill Meeting House, Norfolk S commencing on Wednesday before the fourth Sabbath in May, 

1859. JOS. H. PRINCE, Moderator. 

Teste—T. FUME;  Clerk. 
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