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47 East Cleveland Avenue
Newark, Del. 19711
“ecember 7, 1978

Elder NilWlam J.

Primitive ﬂb71oat10pa

Route Two, Elon College, N.C.27244

Dear Elder Berry,
you for the check and order for a copy of WELSH TRACT CHURCH AND ELDER
EUBANKS. Mrs. Myrtice Croker Rakestraw is a sister of the late Elder
Croker.

The hold up in printing the book was because of ‘the Library of Congress not
giving the printer the beok number. They told him that it takes mail six weeks to
get to them, but they gave him the book number for my book. The book has been printed
and was sent to a bindery in Medford, N.J. by Parcel Delivery Service on November 21,

be
1978 and should/finished in a couple of weeks or so. The finished books will be sent
to me here in Newark.

The books will be numbered from 1 te 300 and sent out in the order in which they
are ordered. 1 have already been paid for 39 boocks and have orders for 10 more when the
book arrives. If you want to order 10 books at a time I can let you have them for
$60.00 (that is $6.00 apiece) or just send me a check and an order for each book and I
will mail them out. So far, I have received only four orders as a result of your review
in the Quarterly. Are you going to mention it in "Signs of the Times"?

It is too bad that you couldn't have' published the book yourself. It might even
have been better if we had used "Published by Primitive Publicsations" instead of the
"Printed by Economy Printing Cd.!

Did you mention the book in "Old Faith Centender"?

1 hope that you and Mrs. Berry are enjoying good health.

s

ﬁa M&

Per01va1 R. Roberts, Jr.







47 Bast Cleveland Avenue
Newark, Del. 19711
April 18, 1980

Elder W.J.Berry,Sr.
Elon College, N.C. 27244

Dear Elder Berry,

Enclosed is more of the Addendum. Cn March 8, 1979 I sent you the first eight
pages, 1 believe, and these pages 9, 10 and 11 will bring you up to date. I have
another page about Sulphur Fork Church, taken from a pamphlet published in 1910,
which will be ready soon.

In Martin County, N.C., there are churches Skewarkey, Soring Green and Bear-
grass near Everetts, Williamston and Beargrass, A Mrs. Dorothy Clark Williford
said that there were a lot of Eubanks people in Martin County and these churches
were in the Kehukee Association. At Skewarkey cemetery is the grave of Elder
Cushing B. Hassell (1809-1880) and next to him is his son Sylvester Hassell (1842-
1928). Dorothy's mother, maiden name Wynn, said that she remembered an Elder
Eubanks in the area who died and left a large amount of money to one of the
Primitive Baptist churches in the area. Do you have any information about the
Eubanks family in Martin County, N.C.? Did I send back to you the pamphlet about
the Kehukee Association which you had sent to me? Can you let me have one to check
on the Martin County churches, or do you have more personal knowledge about them?
How can I find out more about the Eubanks family in Martin County that was there
before the Revolutionary War of 17767

On April 4th, I turned seventy and I tire easily physiecally. My mental state
appears to be good and my interests in the Primitive Baptists and the Bubanks family
keeps me mentally alert. I keep in touch with Hassell Eubanks' daughter, Eugenia,
who lives in Louisville, Ky. It is from her that I received the pamphlet about
Sulphur Fork Church that was published in 1910.

We hope that you and Mrs. Berry are well and hapoy.

There have been 155 copies of the book about Welsh Tract Church sold to date,

Did you know that Welsh Tract Church now has a paid minister and uses electronic
recorders to tape the sermons of Elder Poole? Aren't the Primitive Baptists opposed
to these two things? I know that it is permissible to pay a minister if the members
are willing but David Benedict, the historian, said that "0ld School Baptists stood
opposed to modern inventions.™ In Elder Eubanks' day they wouldn't have accepted
either of these things, you, yourself, telling me that Primitive Baptist Elders
did not receive salaries, Ah, me, there have been many changes in the world, haven't
there? Sometimes I wonder if it is for the best.

Please let me hear from you at your earliest convenience. I am working as a
Sergeant-at-arms in the House of Representatives in Dover, Del. when they meet but
that gives me four days a week to work at other things.

Thank you for past favors. I remain,

Sincerely yours,

AY
/ )
— { o -

P
AN

Percivgl R. Roberts,







ADDERDUM - page 9.

It recently came to my attenticn that Sylvester Xassell Xubanks, son of Elder
John &reen Eubanks, was the only one of his children who joined the Primitive BRaptist
Church. Xe was baptized by an itinerant "rimitive Paptist lMinister, probably Elder
George L. Weaver, who was passing through the Louisville, Ky. area on his way to the
Primitive Paptist Church at Sulphur Forks some time in the 192¢s. Massell's daughter,
Tugenia ikae, wrote me that he was baptized in the Chio River at the foot of Fourth
St. in Louisville, and all of his children witnessed the event. EZugenla was very
small at the time and she recalls beilng very afraid when Elder Weaver subtmerged her
father in the river. She cried and cried, for she thought that the Zlder was trying
to drown her Daddy.

it this time, there were only a few Primitive ®aptists in Louisville. Hassell
tried very hard to start a church there, but there just weren't enough people who
were interested in this particular religion for him to succeed. Whenever he would
hear of an Zlder coming through Louisville, he would call the few Primitive Raptists
together and they would hold services wherever a rcom was available: in an empty
store, the Labor Temple or a private home. There were never more than a dozen, and
half of them would be from Indiana or Sulphur Forks Church. The Elders steopped
coming to Louisville, because there were so few to attend services, and that was
when Kassell began to attend church at Sulphur Forks.

Hassell Eubanks, in true Primitive Paptist belief, never encouraged any of his
children to join the Primitive Baptist Church. e let them make their own decisions.
¥ugenia now feels that this was a mistake, for the children were never able to
rezgularly attend any church service. Three of his daughters married Catholics, Zdith
attends the Presbyterian Church, one son married a Southern 2aptist and the other son
varried a Catholic. ®ut how Kassell loved his Faith! Xe spent many hours reading his
Bitle for help and consolz=tion. It is too bad that he didn't read his Pible zloud on
Sunday at home and hold a service there, so that his children could have benefited
from his experience and Christian Fellowship.

The last surviving member of Sulphur Forks Church, Xdith Ashbrook Spillman,
died Tuesday night, July 24, 1979. She lived all of her life in the country near
Carrollton, Ky. and was buried on July 26th in ®edford, Ky. where her husband was
buried. She would have liked to be buried in the cemetery at Sulphur Forks, but she
wanted to ke laid to rest near her husband.

Fassell Eubanks wanted to be buried in the cemetery at Sulphur Forks, but his
wife wanted him near by so that she and her family could visit his grave. Xe and his
wife are buried in Louisville, Ky.

In 1944, there was a notice in SACRATARIAN of a meeting at the Pryor %ill Church
near Redford, Ky. Seorge Ransdell was a Deacon of Sulphur Forks Chureh, where Llder
Tubanks was pastor from 18%¢ to 19¢2. e remembered Elder Eubanks as being always
agreeable and wanted tc mingle with the brethren, to be as one with them, and they
were always glad to see him coming.

Cn Harch 17, 1946 ,Elder George L. Weaver, of Frankfort, Ky., wrote to denry
Townsend: "I was acquainted with Elder John &. Pubanks, and I loved him much the
first time I met up with him. It was over in Canada. ®lder Slauson made us acquainted.
Re said to me: 'Call me Jochn,' and I answered: 'Call me @eorge,' and from that time
on it was @eorge and John to eaeh other. One time, I remember being with him for a
week, We were together all of the time, even sleeping together.

"Eow it grieved me when enemies of the truth tried to make a division of the
brethren there at Welsh Traet, over in Canada and even in Cleveland, Ohio, where I
was pastor of a little chureh there. itlexander, who was onee pastor of the Cleveland
Chureh, and Fenton tried to persuade us there, but we shut him off and passed a
resolution in the ce¢hureh and sent it to the church in Canada, that we would not
open our doors to the disorder brought upon us. Fenton tried several times to hold
a meeting with us. Ae never suceeeded. Elder Xubanks, before my time there in
Cleveland, used to visit the ehurch there and was well reeeived.

"®rother Miller of Mewark is a man I love dearly for the truth sake, and
especially for the care he showed Zlder Fubanks."
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J. Terry uwas and FPublisher of CLD FAITA CO&-
Cilifornia. de wrote th sh Traet Church was the mother
which numerous branehes have szrung uw. The *hiladel » Saptist
was organized under the auspices of this church. .h's was the first
gathering of the people that was called an assoeciation. The churches
form this first assoeiation in America were Tennepek, welsh Tract,
catajua and Cohansy. It was organized in 85, and this Association
and 596 members in 1825.
1838, the Paptists beecame enta
\P‘aiﬁh of the %"altimore i“sc'ia;
ntion tc consult about what
Luu19. The brethren of the chureh
artiele was drawn ur and ac
r ce of their fathers; it was
nemorab L.tl n thft met in "l"ﬂ“z
1832, comrosed of Particular FTaptists of
The i;tra%uctorj sermon was preached 'A. + Samuel Trot £ Welsh
hapter, verses 24 and 135 'hou sa ‘ -hat a stone w:
hieh svfte the 1m4'e pon his feet that were of iron and clay,
"N Was e iron e ¢lay, th 1SS he silver and the

an 3

ther, rlml became like the chaff o he summer threshing
irnd carried them away, that no place was ind hem: and the
tlie image became a great mountain, and Jled the whole earth.
dream of Mebuechadnezzar that Daniel in d for him. Verse 44
use of the passages from Daniel: ind in the days of these
heaven set u» a kidgxom which shall never be destroyed: and
be left to otuer secople, but it shall break in sieces and
ingdoms, and it whall stand forever.
called to order by Elder John fealy of Taltimore. ¥lder Thoma:
aid a prayer. Zlder wWilliam &ilmore of Virginia was elected
dabriel t

3

Conklin, Clerk. & brief statement of the cbhbject of the
Zlder Gilmore and it was resclved that a committee of seven
iealy, "oteet, "arton, Meebe,Gilmore and Conklin) be appointed to
prepare an address expressive of the views of the meeting, touching the object for
whieh it was eonvened. It statei that it eonstitutes a new era in the history of the
s when those who would follow the Lord fully, in all things wertaining to
o the pattern shown in the Kount. They state in no uncertain
objeetions to new and modern inventicns advoeated by certain Paptists
among them, addressed trhemselves to Traet Societies, Sunday 3Schools, ™ible Societies,
¥issions, and Theological 3chools.

David fenedict, the historian, stated th=t ¢
Christ died for the eleet only; they aseribed the whole work s to L
they addressed themselves more in preaching to church members than to those cut sid

they were staunch defenders of a limited atonement; they taught that all for whom
Christ died would certainly be called and saved; that their ¥lders should be sound
the falth tefore they were ordained; and stood opposed to modern inventions.
Jo W. 3illiam, in the same issue, said that Old Paptist doetrine no more changes
than does the trutl.

Cnly the tried and true Paptists stand for the ancient faith delivered to the
saints; no man-pleasers or mere srofessors of religion; who walk his profession and
5tﬁn; firm in his convictions of sound doetrine and gossel order. This is a true
0ld Sehool or Primitive faptist. It may be part of the reasons why there are so
raal Cld School Ragptists left.

The first fantist Chureh orgzanized in Ameriea is helieved to ke at Kewport,
*node Island in 163® by Dr. John Clark ( a ehysician) and eleven others. ™y 1698,
there were sixteen Weneral ®aptist churches i: ’nericn Nelsh Tract Church is

universally accepted as the [irst “rimitive 2aptist Church in America.

in

few
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When Llder Eubanks lived, he signed his ne hn &. Zubanks, H.&. These letter
meant Minister of the &Goseel. Some of the ¢ ned their names with 3.8. after
them, meaning Sinner 3aved. Some of the 1lders were first lawyers and doctors but
they did not use the letters M.D. or *h.D. 1 1eir n 3.3, or K.&. The
only signature of Elder Eukanks that I have come
ordination of William Adams ~s Elder on Zecember
glass and 1s the proserty of irs. Carolyn ?. ilston.

In 1276, Elder Xubkanks moved, as a tenant, upon < Adams in
Hewton County, #a. between Covington and kKansfield. The ¥ i J1
and 708 acres and known as "Dixie". It was a community,
was about four miles from Rarris Spring Church, just a few mile
Circle. 1t was here that Sylvester RKassell Zubanks was born on June 6, 1889, "enjamin
Thomas Eukani vas born on August 17, 1883, Susann Louise Rogers Zukanks was born on
Jctober 3806 and Dorothy Irene Zubanks w born on August 27, 1888.

On page 17, I quoted Mrs. Winona Lovett Eubanks as saying that the s=cond
marriage in Welsh Tract Church, on June 10, 1902, was performe~d by Elder Eubanks.
Mrs. Everett C. Johnson had told me that e didn't remember who had married her
but she didn't remember that Elder Zubanks had performed the ceremony. Her daughter,
Marjorie Johnson Tilghman, came across the following clipping from the newspaper,
THE DELAWARE IEDGER:

Pretty Wedding.

)

At the 1i e Welsh Baptist Church, a short dis » south of this town,
he wedding fiss Loui Staton, daughter of Mrs. . C. Staton, of thls place,
and Professor LEveret ' on, of Baltimcre, was solemnized Tuesday evening. The
sun was low in the % » casting long shadows, and the little church, nestling at
the foot of Iron 1, presented a scene calm and peaceful. The good folk had gathered
and the church was well filled., The 3ged Zlder Poulson, of Virginia, performed the
ceremony, assisted by Elder J. G. Fubanks, who is ip charge of the church. The
ceremony was short and impressive.

The bride, who is a beautiful young woman, was gowned in Paris muslin, trimmed
with lace and ribbon. The groom wore the conventional black. The happy couple received
congratulations standing near the pulpit.

Mr. Johnscn is a graduate of Delaware College.

altimore, M.
This is the second wedding that has taken place in this historic edifice. The
wedding was over 52 years ago. The parties were Calvin Jones and Miss Phila
‘ ) These have all been gathered in the sheaf of the reaper. One gentlemen who
attended the wedding is a worshipper at this church. He believes that he is the only
one left of that happy event more than half a century ago.

Some twenty years ago Elder Foulson performed the wedding ceremony of the mother
of the bride.

while lMr, and Mrs. Johnson weres receiving congratulations, a beautiful rainbow
was noticed in the southeast. If this was a token of a bright and happy married life,
all who saw it will wish for its fulfillment.

There was a reception held at the home of Mrs. Staton on Delaware Avenue after
the ceremony. Cnly the immediate relatives and friends were present. Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson took the 10:30 train on the Baltimore & Chio Railroad for Baltimore, where
they will reside.

The presents weres numerocus and handsome.

-
1

For some years he has resided in







47 E. Cleveland Ave.
Negark;'ﬁcl. 19711

Ine Primitive Baptist Library
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