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Psalm 127

Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it;
except the Lord keep the city, the
watchman waketh but in vain.

It is vain for you to rise up early, to
sit up late, to eat the bread of sor-
rows; for so he giveth his beloved
sleep.

o, children are an heritage of the
« Lord; and the fruit of the womb is
his reward.

As arrows are in the hand of a

mighty man; so are chidren of
the youth.

Happy is the man that hath his
quiver full of them; they shall

not be qshamed, but they shall speak
with the enemies in the gate.
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EDITORIAL

With a prayer for Gods help and guid-
ance, we now enter into the one hundred
and fifty-third year of publishing the
Signs Of The Times. We want to thank
each of you subscribers for your support,
our editors for their good editorials and
the God of all grace from whom all our
blessings come.

Editors

The following is transcription of a
sermon delivered by Elder Kenneth R.
Key, third Sunday in March 1985 at
Moons Creek Church. (Edited and con-
densed for publication).

eading from the First Chapter of
Philippians, the sixth verse, we

find these words: “Being confident of this
very thing that He which hath begun a good

work in you, will perform it until the day of

Jesus Christ.”

What more comforting a feeling could
we have than to feel that God has begun
a work in us, and that He will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ. When we
first were given to feel that hope in Him;
when we first were given to feel that
love for the Church and if not deceived
was given a view through that gate
called beautiful, that we could see the
Church of the Living God, and had a de-
sire that we might go therein and be a
member of that church.

If you can look back, with me, to the
feelings you had of that great joy that
sprang up in your heart that gave you to
rejoice so much, that you felt you were
free of sin - that there would be no more
trials- there would be no more sorrows-
that you were lifted up in your feelings,
seemingly as high above the earth aswe
could ever be here in this life. It was a
great experience. If you could go back
with me, in your experience and feel
these times again and muse on the things
of the past. Maybe not all have placed
their name upon a church book, but wait-
ing, as on the porch of Solomon’s Tem-
ple - which we feel is a type of the
Church of God, there on the porch, and
have not yet entered therein - but, they
hear the singing, they hear the peaching,
they enjoy the fellowship of those of like
precious faith, and it is a joyeous feeling
in their heart.

Here, we find the Apostle Paul speak-
ing unto the Philippian brethren, trying
to comfort them in their feelings. No
doubt, he knew how that sometimes they
came down in doubts and fears, and
then they would go back and inquire as
did Gideon of Old. He would ask of God -
“If, indeed, I have found Grace in thy
sight, why have these things befallen
me?”’ In this life, in our journey here, it’s
a journey through the wilderness. That’s
the way God chose to lead his people. He
said, “I could have carried them through
an easier way’’, but, when He delivered
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the children of Israel out from under the
Egyptian bondage, He lead them through
the wilderness way, and He tells us why
He did this. Trouble may come, and they
would repent and turn back. Through
this, they were toughened for the jour-
ney. I think, sometimes, if we had all of
our sorrows and afflictions that we must
have here in this life, if they fell upon us
at one time, we would not be able tobear
them. The burdens would be too great.
It's through the wilderness that He leads
us - through difficult and trying situa-
tions, and yet even in this desert and
wilderness way there are oasis. There
are places of rejoicing. There are refresh-
ing places as we journey along. It is not
always through difficult and trying times
but a mixture of joy and sorrow.
Ibelieve there are seasons in our lives
- in our spiritual lives, as we journey
through this land here. I believe there is
spring - summer - fall- and winter. Some-
times, it seems that our winters become
so long. We become so cold-hearted
within ourselves and our winters seem
to last for a long time. So many people
recently have said to me that they don’t
have the feeling they once had. They
don’t have the feeling of that first love.
They’re filled with doubts and fears,
which spring up within them. Some even
go to the place, as Peter did and go back
[fishing. As we go back and think of these
things and find parallels in the scrip-
tures, we see we are not the only ones
who had or will ever have these feelings.
Peterloved Jesus and followed him, and
said I will go with you even unto death, if
necessary. I will stick close by your
side. Yet, Jesus knew his frame. He
knew Peter would even doubt Him, and
told him even before the cock crows, you
will deny me. That is the frame of the
carnal man here in this life. Neverthe-
less, this Peter who loved Jesus so dear-
ly and followed Him so conscientiously
and had the desire to stick close by His
side, and I think he was just as sincere in

his feelings at that time, as he could ever
be. Just like you, when you were first
given that love and desire, nothing could
cause you to turn back and go any other
way. Yet, God suffered Peter to go back
fishing, and go back to the things that he
once enjoyed, but he caught no fish. It
was for a purpose to teach him that in
yourself you can do nothing, but in me,
all things are possible. He suffers us to
go back to the time and place in which
we once enjoyed, but you find joy no
longer out there in the world. Even the
dove that went out from the Ark as the
waters were receeding, and he came
back. He found no place to rest the souls
of his feet. There is no place for the chil-
dren of God to rest the souls of their feet
in this world, we have been killed to the
things of the world and have been given
to hunger and thirst after righteousness.
Paul, being confident, tells them when
these times come, may God bless you to
think upon this. Be confident of this very
thing, that He that hath begun a good
work in you, He will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ.

Jesus told his desciples, I give unto

you everlasting life and you shall not
perish. This will not perish which God
gives unto His children. This pure in
heart which is Jesus born in you, the
hope of glory. It never dies. There is no
end to it. It will be with you and He will
perform this work even unto the day of
Jesus Christ.

Nevertheless, we must come through
this time of doubts and fears.

We find David of Old - one who was a
man after God’s own heart. He was a
man who walked close with Him. He
showed his love and feelings when he
was called into this work by saying the
Lord is my shepherd. He was given to
feel so confident at that time he could
boldly say the Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want. There are times when we
can say that with great confidence. We
can say that with great feelings, because
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of the blessings and experiences we
have been through, or the times we have
felt that God has begun a work in us.
That the Lord is my shepherd, and it was
so precious - and David says, surely,
goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life. He didn’t feel that
anything but goodness and mercy would
follow him all the days of his life. Isn’t
that your feeling when you were drawn
into the knowledge of this truth, and
given this precious hope in Him - and
given to feel that God is your heavenly
Father- and that in Him, all things dwell
-that everything that you need is stored
up there for you - and that He will grant
it unto you as you need it here in this
world - that He will give unto you and
withhold no good thing from you. David
had this blessed feeling that surely good-
ness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life.

I can go back to the time when I was
first given a home in the church, and
how precious it was to me. Between the
time I had joined the church and the
time that I was baptized, everyone I
come in contact with, I wanted to tell
them of this experience- thatIfeltI had.
It . was so precious to me. I thought I
could tell everyone about it. I could
show them, and they would love it, too.

I soon found out that this is not the
way it comes. We cannot teach our broth-
er, our neighbor to know the Lord. This
is the work of God. He says, I will do this
work. I will teach them, and they shall
know me. A stranger they will not follow,
but this teaching is not of man, but of
God, our Heavenly Father as he performs
His work in the hearts of His children.
You can be confident, this very moment,
of this very thing that He who begun a
good work in you, will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ. We would if we
could - we would teach everyone to see
that which is so precious unto us, but we
find that we can’t do it, and it didn’t
come tous that way. Itis notby flesh and

blood that we are taught these things,
but through revealation.

When Jesus asked of Peter - who do
you say that I am and Peter said, “Thou
are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God.” Blessed art Thou Simon-bar Jonah,
flesh and blood has not revealed this un-
to you, but my Father who is in Heaven.
He told him how he came into the knowl-
edge of this truth. He told him where it
came from. He told him who taught this
to him.

Let us go back now to David, who had
this feeling with him, that surely good-
ness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, and then later on when
trials and afflictions came unto him, we
find him praying unto the Father - <O,
Lord, restore unto me again the joys of
thy salvation.”” It seems like his heart
had been hardened. That he had been
turned cold. That he had become poor in
spirit, and he prayed unto the Father.
Here’s the man who said the Lord is my
shepherd and I shall not want, and the
same man saying, O, Lord, restore unto
me again the joys of Thy salvation. You
can be confident of this very thing that

he that hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ. So, dear children, as youjourney
along and when these trying and diffi-
cult times come, and when you become
poor in spirit, just remember this God
has promised tribulations here - but has
promised never to leave you. Never to
forsake you - but be with you always
even unto the ends of the earth. He
knows all of your trials. He never sleeps
or slumbers, but is ever watchful over
His children. We find, as we journey
here, we shall also be as they back in that
day. God never changes. I believe the
words spoken to the children of Israel
are the same as if they were spoken to
you today - because it’s all unto the
household of faith, those who have been
taught by the Spirit of God. We find
John the Baptist another one who had a
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great experience in baptizing the Savior
there in river Jordon. He saw the spirit
of God come down and light upon his
shoulder in the form of a dove, and he
heard the voice saying from Heaven -
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”

We would think if we ever had an ex-
perience like this, we would never doubt
again. Would you think you would for-
get this experience, and ever doubt again?
Yet, we find John a few days hence shut
up in prison, and I believe that’s the ex-
perience we have from time to time, in
our feelings. We’re shut up in prison. We
can’t unlock the prison doors. We can’t
alleviate this condition. We can’t get out
of this condition that we’re in. It seems
we’re in so much darkness that we can’t
even see aray of light, and we become in
doubt and fear just as John did. He sent
his disciples out to inquire, is this the
Christ, or shall we look for anotherx?

Just that soon, he was brought down
to the place where he was doubting.
Christ sent the diciples bact to John,
and said go, and tell him again. Go- and
not only tell him again, but show him
again - how the deaf ears were opened,
etc. Just go back in your experience.
There was a time when your ears were
deaf. There was a time when you couldn’t
hear the gospel as it was preached unto
the children of God, and a time you
couldn’t understand spiritual things.

I can go back in my experience, and I
know many of you were reared up in a
church of this faith and you attended
when only a child, having been brought
in your mother’s arms. There were times
back then when you heard the preach-
ing, but you did not understand it. Your
ears hadn’t been opened, but when it
pleased God to open your ears and you
began to hear these blessed truths, and
this is what He is telling here. Go back
and show John again. Go back and tell
him again how the deaf ears have been
opened and how their hearts have been

given to understand. How the eyes have
been opened. They are able to see these
things. We have to be shown over and
over again, and you can be confident of
this very thing - that He that hath begun
a good work in you, he will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ. When you
need to be shown again, He will show
you again. He will give you a little more
evidence. He will give you alittle sign as
you need it. I believe you will find your
daily bread to sustain and keep you along
the journey. Haven’t you experienced
this in your life? Just be about your daily
vocation of work, and feel that in some
little experience that you could see the
hand of the Lord in the matter, and you
were given to feel deep. within your
breast to say THANK YOU, THANK
YOU - GOD, feeling that you know for
sure that He was with you- that this was
a blessing of God, that he was remember-
ing you once more with His tender love
and mercy, and affording you with this
blessed experience, yes, being confident
of this very thing - that He that hath be-
gun a good work in you, He will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ.

I’'m glad that He is able, not only to
start this work, but perform the work in
the hearts of His people. Sometime we
start things that we can’t finish, but this
God has loved you with an everlasting
love, and with loving kindness drawn
thee. He draws His children out of na-
ture’s darkness and brings them into
the knowledge of this truth. Aren’t you
glad it is with loving kindness that He
brings you? I don’t care how you might
have lived before He brought you unto
the church. I don’t care what you might
have done. He doesn’t rebuke you. He
doesn’t tell you when he brings you in
that you have been a bad boy or bad girl
and all the bad things you’ve done - but,
you will be received with outstretched
arms. The prodigal son as he was brought
home to the Father’s house, and likewise,
He brings his children in drawing them.
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He says, No one can come unto me ex-
cept the Father that sent me draw them.
That’s the only way we can come unto
the knowledge of this truth. This is the
way this work begins in the hearts of His
children. He draws them unto Him. Ev-
eryone He draws, they shall come and
He says, in no way will they be cast out.
He draws them unto him and everyone
that is drawn unto Him, they are made
willing in the day of his power. I don’t
care how strong in the world they might
have been - where their status in life is,
but they can be brought down, being
made a beggar, and be brought home to
their friends, crying - not of the things
that they’ve done - not boasting of how
they’ve given tithes - how they have
done this and that, as we find this in the
Pharisee. They went up to the house to
pray. There was he who boasted of the
things he’d done. He was a man of great
works in the world, and he boasted of
those things he’d done. I feel he was sin-
cere in that which he was feeling, but
there’s one that stood afar off - not feel-
ing worthy even to lift his eyes up toward
Heaven, but he smote upon his breast
and said, Lord, be merciful unto me a
sinner. This man went down justified.

Do youfeel youhave done alot for the
Lord, that has caused him to turn his
eyes unto you and be merciful unto you?
Rather we come feeling we have done
nothing, but it is with loving kindness
and tender mercies that He’s drawn us,
and we come with that prayer within our
breast - that the Lord be merciful unto
us a sinner.

Being confident that God will just give
us that Grace, that we could go being
confident of this very thing - that He that
hath begun a work in us, will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ. I feel confi-
dent of that thing this morning. Some-
time I worry about myself, and look for
evidence, has He ever touched me? Do I
know anything about the matter? I have

.never doubted this doctrine or these

words. I have never doubted these pro-
mises that God made to His children.
Many times I have wondered about my
own life, and we find the Apostle Paul -
one who has written some 13 books in
this Bible, and one that God said was a
chosen vessel. A great man of God. Ashe
labored and had a great experience be-
ing brought down, and seeing a great
light shine round about him - that over-
powered him and brought him down,
and changed his way, and caused him to
go forth preaching salvation by the grace
of God. He went into cities feeling that
bonds and afflictions await me in every
city I go, but none of these things move
me. He was willing to spend and be
spent in the ministry, the work God put
him in. He said, God put me, God put me
into the ministry. Paul didn’t go into it
because he decided he wanted to, but
was brought down and he said, He put
me into the ministry.

Of all Paul went through - of all the
suffering - of all the many stripes thathe
was beaten and bore - of all the trials
and afflictions that he had, going forth
and none of these things moved him,
God gave him to press on, feeling that
God would be with him all the way- even
unto the end - and yet there was a time in
his feelings that now, after all this time-
am I to be a cast-a-way?

I am confident of this very thing, God
will perform the work begun in us. He
will perform it all the way. You might be
cast down, but you will never be destroy-
ed. Why, because he said - that which is
within you is greater than that which is
in the world. Jesus Christ, the hope of
Glory. It is stronger than any power in
the world, and there’s no power thatcan
take it away from you.

We travel through a baren land, with
dangers thick on every hand. Itis a trou-
blesome, difficult journey, but, just think
about it. Jesus, who went before us, he
made the path for His children. He was
acquainted with grief. He knew much
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sorrow, and He was an innocent man.
He never rolled sin under his tongue as
a sweet morsel. He was not guilty as you
and I, who have committed sins - and
yet, He took our sins and He bore them -
carried them to the cross, and He paid
the redemption price - shed his blood -
gave His life that we might receive the
joys of his crucifixion - that we might re-
ceive the benefits of His crucifixion.

He went before us; He made the way -
and you can be confident in this very
thing that if He’s begun a work in you,
He will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ.

May God continue to bless you as you
journey through this wilderness way -
that you might feel confident along the
journey, that He has begun a work in
you and that He will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ. Jesus preached this
doctrine to his diciples that No one can
come unto me except the Father who
sent Me draw him and many went away.
Not all were diciples, Many were follow-
ing just for fishes and loaves. There
were 12 diciples that stayed with him.,
The others went away. He said to this
twelve - Why would you not also go away?
They said, ‘“Where else can we go?”’

I ask you, where else could you go?
Except unto those of like faith to find
this which is comforting to your soul.
There is no place to go, and there were
twelve who stayed by Him - out of the
five-thousand who had gathered around.

The church of God is a small number. I
am not ashamed of the little flocks. The
scriptures teach us to Fear not, ye little
flock, because it’'s the Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. It’s a
small number. Wide is the gate and broad
is the way that leads to eternal woe. Nar-
row is the gate, straight and narrow is
the way of the Lord’s children. They
are few in number. He said, I have not
loved youbecause you were the greatest
in number - because you are the fewest
of all people.

He’s going to be with you here. He
will give you all that you need, and keep
you along the way. He will feed you and
strengthen you, and comfort you with
every needed blessing. You shall die
with that precious hope that this is not
the end, but death is only the entrance
into our long home. ““I go to prepare a
place for you, that where I am, there
you may be also.” One day we’ll hear
that beckoning voice saying, ‘“Come, ye
blessed of my Father. Inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world.”

Ilove this doctrine. IfI can’tlive with
you people, I don’t know where I could
go. May God bless us and keep us that
we might journey together in that one-
ness of faith with one-eye single toward
Him, ever looking unto Him - the author
and finisher of our faith.

Elder Kenneth R. Key

CORRESPONDENCE

MEDITATIONS OF A SINNER.
March 3, 1879
Dear Brother In Hope:

f indeed 1 know anything about
hope asitis in Christ Jesus. Itis

a serious question with me whether 1 do
or not. But the Apostle John says: We
know we have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren. Some-
times I get to the place where this is the
only proof that I have of the new birth.
But since Il have had a hope that God has
shown me the way of truth, I don’t be-
lieve my heart has ceased to love the
brethren, and pray for the peace and
prosperity of Zion. No wonder then that
it is with fear and trembling that I should
attempt to write or speak in this great
name. One of old said: That if we speak
we should speak as the oracles of God.
Study to show thyself approved unto
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God, a workman that needeth not be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. But shun profane and vain bab-
blings for they will increase unto more
ungodliness, 2 Timothy 15-16. Now,
Dear Bro. I have no patience with aman
who says that God has called him to
preach His gospel and to publish peace,
and to say to israei thy God reigneth,
and to give to each his portion of meat in
due season, and then gets his concep-
tions of the two dispensatios (Law and
Grace) so mixed up that he does not
know heads or tails. I say he must be mis-
taken. It must have been God of the
Arminians that called him. Because
Israel’s God is not a God of confusion,
but of peace.

Dear Brother, these lines come to me
with so much force I must quote them:

“How firm a foundation ye saints of the
Lord
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word
What more can He say than to you He
hath said

You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled.”

The foundation of God standeth sure;
having this seal the Lord knoweth them
that are His. Dear Brother, I am satis-
fied that all the combined powers of
darkness can not shake this foundation
for Christ said: “Upon this rock I will
build my church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”” How it
thrills our hearts with joy when we are
enabled to see that God has reserved
“unto Himself all power and wisdom and
has given us the consoling hope that we
are included in the everlasting arrange-
ment. We are made to say surely salva-
tion is of the Lord; and I don’t believe
that means two or three or half dozen
salvations either. Christ said: ‘I am the
way, the truth and the life. No man
cometh unto the father but by me.”” Dear
brother, does this not include all the sal-
vation that there is? Is not the salvation
spoken of sufficient for every child of
Grace? Does not this same Jesus hold

the keys of death and hell? Will any be
able to pluck His own out of His almighty
hand? He says, my Father who gave
them me is greater than all and none
shall pluck them out of my Father’s
hand. He also said, I will raise him up at
the last day. The foundation of God
standeth sure. Having this seal the Lord
knoweth them that are His.

Then the question arises: Can we, or
have we, ever done anything to merit
God’s favor? I for one feel to answer no,
because I feel that sin is mixed with all I
do. How to perform that which is good I
find not. For the things I would, I do not
and the thing I would not that I do.
Notice, here are two minds (flesh and
spirit) and they are contrary one to the
other, so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would. And Paul said; ‘““Then itis
nomore I that do it, but sin that dwelleth
in me.” _

Plunged in a gulf of dark despair

We wretched sinners lay

Without one cheering beam of hope

Or spark of glimmering day.
_ I am come that they might have life
and that they might have it more abun-
dantly. Here then is the great High
Priest after the order of Melchisedec
without beginning of days or end of life.
Who was able and altogether worthy to
enter into the holy of holies. Once for the
sins of His bride perfecting forever them
that are sanctified. Not just a part, but
all of them, for He says all that the Father
giveth me shall come to me. Here’s the
church founded upon the rock against
which the gates of hell cannot prevail,-
here’s the glorious building without spot
or wrinkle, kept by the power of God.
Without the assistance of man. Let us
notice just here the kind of character
embraced in this everlasting indestruct-
ible building. Two men went up to the
temple to pray. One a Pharisee, the other
a Publican. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself: “God, I thank
Thee that I am not as other men.”” He
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must have been the half dozen salvation
man, because he said he was not like
other men or even this Publican. But
notice the other character the Publican,
who stood afar off, and would not so
much as lift his eyes to Heaven, but smote
upon his breast saying: ‘“God be merci-
ful to me a sinner.” This man went down
to his house justified rather than the
other not by his own good works. Oh, no,
but by Jesus Christ, who is rich in merey
to all that call upon Him. It makes no dif-
ference how great a sinner you are. If
you have come to Jesus Christ for salva-
tion (not two or three salvations) but for
salvation. He says He will in no wise
cast out though your sins be as scarlet ]
will make them white as wool. Here is
based all the hope this poor worm of the
dusthas. I believe if He will He can make
me clean. And He said upon one occa-
sion: “I will, be thou clean.” And then
my mind goes back over a period of27 or
28 years to one bright June morning
when I became so miserable I could not
work. I tried to pray but I could not utter
aword and yet every breath was God be
merciful to me a sinner. I hope and be-
lieve that this same great High Priest
appeared as my righteousness, lifting
me out of the awful pit, placing my feet
upon the rock and putting a new song in
my mouth. I say when I remember this
time I am made to say surely salvation
(not salvations) is of the Lord, and that
the foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal the Lord knoweth them
that are His.

Dear Brother, I started out to write
you on entirely a differentline of thought,
and I don’t know why I have written as I
have, but I shall not apologize. But will
say just do with it as you see fit and it
will be perfectly all right with me.

Yours in hope,
E. F. SAUNDERS,
Randleman, Route No. 2, N. C.

Dearly beloved brethren,

he subject of sin, what it is, its ef-
fects, its origin and what God
has done to save his people from the
con-
demnation it brought has been on my
mind for some time and I feel a strong
desire to write some of my thoughts for
your consideration, feeble though my
thoughts may be. If not deceived, my
desire is to write to God’s praise, honor
and glory, and for the comfort and edifi-
cation of his beloved children. May God
guide my every thought.

We find in Rom. 5:12; ‘“Wherefore, as
by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin: and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
We see from this that man is the author
of sin. Webster’s dictionary defines an
author as being one who makes or origi-
nates something. Sin was not something
in the world, but Adam made or originat-
ed it when he transgressed the only law
that God had given; for sin is the trans-
gression of the law. (I John 3:4). God’s

law is as just and holy as God, and the
transgression of it brought death. ‘““And
the Lord God commanded the man, say-
ing, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day thou eatest-
thereof thou shalt surely die.”’” The only
thing I have found recorded in the holy
scriptures that God cannot do is lie.
(Titus 1:2). Therefore we know that
Adam died in that day. No, he did not die
a corporal death, the death of the body,
but a spiritual death. The meaning of
death is, to be separated from some-
thing. Adam was not at that time sepa-
rated from the world, but from his stand-
ing with God and his upright and inno-
cent state in which he was made. And
we, being the posterity of our federal
head Adam, fell under condemnation
with him, for we were in his loins when
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he fell.

I believe I have given scriptural proof
of what sin is, who its author is, its effect
and the penalty. There are many other
scriptures that give proof of this, but I
trust these are sufficient. Now let us con-
siderits purpose and what God has done
to redeem his children.

We read in Psalms 5:4-5; “For thou
art not a God that hath pleasure in wick-
edness: neither shall evil dwell with
thee. The foolish shall not stand in thy
sight: thy hatest all workers of iniquity.”’
This scripture is enough, though there
be many, to prove that God hates sin.
None but a reprobate would deny this.
Although God hates sin, he has a pur-
pose for sin being in the world, for he
has a purpose in all things. Ifhe does not
have a purpose in sin, then it would not
be here, for he certainly has the power
to keep it out: or if he does not have such
power how can we be sure that it will not
be in heaven? He said, ‘““As I have thought,
so shall it come to pass; as I have pur-
posed, so shall it stand.” He has thought
of and purposed all things, or he is not
the God I hope to worship, for Paul tells
us that we know all things work together
for good to them that love God, and them

who are the called according to his
purpose. (Rom. 8:28). If all things work
together for good then certainly God
knew everything that would come to
pass and had a purpose in them. “For of
a truth against thy holy child Jesus,
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod,
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel, were gathered
together, for to do whatsoever thy hand
and thy counsel determined before to be
done.” And Christ was delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God and was crucified and slain by
wicked hands. Who would dare say that
God did not have a purpose in their gath-

ering together to crucify the Savior with -

their wicked hands? It was with evil in-
tent that Joseph was sold by his brothers,

but did it not serve God’s purpose to
save many lives?

God made everything that is made,
and everything he made is good. That s,
everything is good for the purpose for
which he made it. He made man from the
dust of the ground, breathed the breath
of life into his nostrils and placed him in
the garden of Eden; and when he made
him, he made him subject to vanity. “For
the creature was made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reason of him who
hath subjected the same in hope.”” (Rom.
8:20). God also made the crooked ser-
pent (devil), and though the devil is an
evil being, he is good for the purpose for
which he was made. The devil was a liar
from the beginning and the father of it,
and he tempted Eve and lied to her: and
she, being subject to vanity, and being
tempted, fell under it. We will note that
God did not tempt Eve, but the serpent.
“Let no man say when he is tempted, I
am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man: but every manis tempted when
he is drawn away of his own lusts, and
enticed.” God made us the way we are,
and we are not to question his authority
or reason. As Paul says, ‘“Nay, but, O
man, who art thou that repliest against
God? Shall the thing formed say to him
that made it, Why hast thou made me
thus? Hath not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump, to make one ves-
sel unto honor, and another unto dis-
honor?”’ God hath made us upright; but
we have sought out many inventions.
(Eccl. 7:29).

Eve was deceived and drawn away by
her own lust, but Adam, being a figure of
him which was to come, was not deceived;
nevertheless, because of his great love
for his bride, he partook of the forbid-
den fruit and transgressed the law of
God. There was no pressure or entice-
ment or any such thing from God: they

simply followed after their earthy or
natural desires as God knew they would
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even before he gave them the command-
ment, for he said, ‘“Inthe day thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.” He did not
say, ‘“if thou eatest,” but, “in the day
thou eatest.” There was a day already
set when they would eat the forbidden
fruit and die. This came to pass, for God
had a purpose in it. He had given a com-
mandment to them saying, ‘“Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth.”
This they could not obey because, “Ex-
cept a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone.”’ (John 12:24).
Had they not died, spiritually speaking,
they would have remained in their up-
right and innocent state in the garden
and remained childless. Nevertheless,
Adam is the federal head of all mankind
and all his posterity was in his loins
when he fell under the law, therefore
death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned. As it is written, “There is
none righteous, no, not one: there is
none that seeketh after God. They are
all gone out of the way, they are togather
become unprofitable; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one.” (Rom. 10:12)
This is only one of many scriptures that
proves all men are sinners, but I am sure
that a child of grace needs no scripture
at all to know what he is by nature and
what he hopes to be by the grace of God
once he has been translated out of his
dead alienated state into God’s marvel-
ous light. He cries and moans over past
sins, begs for grace to live godly, and
pleads for mercy as did the poor publi-
can. Only those who have not been touched
by the grace of God would pray as did
the Pharisee.

‘“But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem
them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.” In
the fulness of time, the set time, it came
to pass, for God had purposed in eternity
that his beloved Son would come into
this low ground of sin and sorrow and

save his chosen people from their sins;
for Christ stood as a Lamb slain before
the foundation of the world. (Rev. 13:8).
God well knew what man would do
before he made him, and having a partic-
ular people among men that he loved
with an everlasting love their redemp-
tion was made sure in Christ even be-
fore the foundation of the world, and
their names were written in the Lamb’s
book of life. Those whose names were
not written there will fall down and wor-
ship the beast (Satan), but the redeemed
shall sing a new song: ‘“Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain and hast re-
deemed us to God by thy blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people
and nation; and hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall reign
on the earth.”

All of God’s attributes are equal. Nei-
ther his love nor his mercy is greater than
his justice: one cannot override the other.
No one is made perfect nor justified by
God’s love, for God is perfect and his
holy law demands perfect justice when
it has been transgressed, and the penal-
ty is death of the transgressor. Blood
must be shed, for where there is no shed-
ding of blood there is no remission of
sin. (Heb. 9:22). The blood of Christ was
the only blood that could be shed to
satisfy justice and redeem sinners at the
same time, for he was the only one
without sin, spot or blemish. How justice
could be satisfied in accepting his blood
and death in the room and stead of
sinners is a very sublime subject in its
self, which 1 will not attempt to write
now, but we know that he offered him-
selfonce a sacrifice well pleasing to God
and hath perfected forever them that
are sanctified. The Holy Ghost brings us
this witness, for the Lord hath made a
covenant with us, saying, “I will put my
laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will I write them; and their sins and ini-
quities will I remember no more.
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“Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us that we
should be called the sons of God.” “What
God hath done is forever. Nothing can
be put to it, nor anything taken from it.”

Beloved brethren, we are sinners,
and deserve death and everlasting de-
struction from the face of the Lord. At
least this is what I feel I deserve, and if
he casts me into the bottomless pit of
hell he will be just and holy in doing so.
But I believe he has given me faith to be-
lieve in the redeeming blood and power
of the blessed Savior, and a hope that I

am one for whom he shed his precious
blood. v
Brethren, it seems to me that my
thoughts have been very scattered, but
if they praise, honor and glorify the
blessed Savior, may he bring them to-
gether unto you for your comfort and
edification. Charge all errors to me, and
praise him for all truth that has been set

forth.
A sinner in hope of eternal life,

Clifford Wilbanks

CHURCH OF OUR FAITH

POPLAR SPRINGS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

Poplar Springs Church located
about three miles off Highway 17
between Millport and Vernon, Lamar
County, Alabama, was organized April
5, 1834. In the spring of 1900, the loca-
tion was moved approximately 5 miles
to its present location.

The old wooden building was replaced

in 1973 by this brick building.

It is in the Buttahatchie Association.
The meeting time is the third Sunday in
each month at 11:00 o’clock.

Elder H.C. Moon has served as Pastor
for 36 years. Elder J. B. Moon is Assist-
ant Pastor.
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VOICES OF THE PAST
“he being dead vet speaketh”

WHAT IS TRUTH?
New Vernon, N.Y., Sept. 1, 1844
(EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A FRIEND
AT THE EAST.)

€é here are things in which I am
more interested than in any
pecuniary consideration, and they may
be implied from the following interroga-
~ tories, viz: What is truth? and, what is
duty? A general answer may be given to
the first in which all professed christians
will agree, viz: The bible or word of God;
but of the doctrines and duties which
that word teaches and enjoins there is a
great variety of interpretations or opin-
ions. This difference of understanding
exists not only between the saint and
sinner, the elect and reprobate, but also
among the saints themselves, or good
men. These, to a great extent result
from early temperaments, &c. But to be
definite, permit me to ask of you, what is
truth in relation to the perpetuity of the
Sabbath? Taking into consideration the
course pursued by those friends of Christ
who after attending to his burial returned
to their homes, ‘“and kept holy the sev-
enth day according to the command-
ment;’’ and also the direction given by
the Savior to his disciples in regard to
the destruction of Jerusalem, when he
said, “Pray ye that your flight be not in
the winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”
To what extent is the moral law, so
called, binding? I saw in the SIGNS
some time since, an article on this sub-
ject (the Sabbath,) by S. Trott, and re-
cently another on the subject of the
moral law. But I should think they did
not perfectly harmonize. I wish for light.
“Again: What is Truth in relation to
the decrees of God? Did He ordain all
events that have taken place, and are to
take place? And as many or most things

occur or eventuate through a course of
means, did he also ordain the means? Do
means or conditions appointed by God,
and by him associated with the result in
man, leave events necessarily unfixed
or uncertain with God? If Tyre and
Sidon would have repented had they
seen the mighty works which were done
in Chorazin and Bethsaida, is it not pos-
sible that some who are now in the dark-
ness of heathenism, might exercise the
same kind of repentance, if the law of
God, by which is the knowledge of sin,
and the truths of the New Testament,
through which God commandeth all men
everywhere to repent, were declared
unto them? And after determining what
is truth in regard to these things, let me
ask, what is duty in reference to the
same?

“I ask not these questions to elicit a
discussion, for I have neither disposi-
tion or competency to do so; I am no
sage, but as a sincere inquirer after
TRUTL.”

[t is at all times a pleasure to commu-
nicate what light we have to those who
sincerely inquire after truth; butitis not
unfrequently the case that those who in-
quire “What is Truth? like Pilate, when
he made this important inquiry of our
Lord, turn away without waiting for an
answer.

Our young friend is right in his conclu-
sion that the testimony of the scriptures
is truth; but the bare testimony of the
bible does not fully embrace all that the
question implies. Christ is emphatically
The Truth, and he is that truth of which
the scriptures are a faithful record. The
inquiry then, “What is Truth?”’ Amounts
to the same, when thus proposed to our
fellow-creatures, as that expressed in
the words, what think ye of Christ? We
cannot give a full, appropriate answer
to the one question, that will not with
equal propriety apply to both. In reply,
therefore, we say to our friend, it is our
firm conviction and settled faith, that
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Christ is essentially the Truth of God,
“the way, the truth, and the life.” “The
faithful and true witness; the eternal
Logos or Word, which was with God and
was God; the Word which was made
flesh and dwelt among us; in whom was
light, and that Light was the life of men.”
As the Word of God, he is the Truth of
God, and that Word by which regenera-
tion is effected, by the communication
made to them by the Spirit of that light
which was in him, and which was the life
of men.

The second inquiry is, “What is Duty?”’
We answer, to “fear God and keep his
commandments is the whole duty of
man.”” In confirmation of this decision
read Eccl. xii. 13. In point of duty, then,
it will be discovered that all mankind
are deliquents when measured by the
commandments of God, which are ex-
ceeding broad; for in our depraved state
it is written, ‘‘there is no fear of God be-
fore their eyes.” And again, ““all have
sinned;”’ and ‘““by the deeds of the law no
flesh shall be justified.”” Consequently
there can be no just grounds to hope for
acceptance with God upon the perform-
ance of duties.

“No works, no duties of our own,
Can for the smallest sins atone;
The robes which nature may provide,
Cannot our deep pollution hide.”

Itis true, as our friend remarks, there
is much difference even among profes-
sors of religion in regard to duty, as well
as in relation to the doctrine of the scrip-
tures; but every soul that is born of God,
is led by the unerring Spirit of Truth to
see himself a poor, lost, guilty, perish-
- ing, and helpless sinner, cut off from all
prospect of salvation by any power or
exertion which he can possibly make.
His former system of duty religion can
avail him nothing while under such cir-
cumstances. Duty faith, duty repentance,
duty prayers, and duty works, all serve
only to press him down to the gates of
death. In short, he may labor and toil for

alaw righteousness until the command-
ment slays him at the feet of Soveriegn
Mercy, where his legal hopes all yield
up the ghost, and there he is made ac-
quainted with Christ as the resurrection
and the life, the way, and the truth.
Christ’s blood is applied for the remis-
sion of his sins, and his perfect right-
eousness is applied for the justification
of his soul, and he finds with joy and
ecstacy of soul that transforming grace
which

“Changes a slave into a child,

And duty into choice.”

At this important crisis of his experi-
ence, he loses his burden and guilt, for
all his sins and all his duties, and his
own righteousness roll with Bunyan’s
pilgrim’s burden into the sepulchre, to
return to him no more. Now old things
with him are passed away, and all things
have become new. He is now delivered
from the law, and there is, therefore,
now no condemnation to him, for he is
now experimentally in Christ Jesus, and
walks no more after the flesh, but after
the Spirit; for the law of the spirit of life,
in Christ Jesus his Lord, has made him
free from the law of sin, and whom the
Son maketh free is free indeed. The dif-
ference between the former and present
condition is, formerly he was under a
law that convicted him of sin and guilt,
which required everything of him, but
furnished him with nothing; but now he
is brought under the gospel, which re-
quires nothing as a condition, but fur-
nished everything that his poor soul
could want to make him perfectly happy
and perfectly secure. His whole soul is
now made to rejoice in Christ whose
love is richly shed abroad in him. Noth-
ing can to him now appear so lovely as
his blessed Savior; nothing so desirable
as to be found glorifying him in the soul
and body which are his. He cannot now
be deterred from following Jesus. He is
not inclined now to study how to prevert
his examples, or to evade his commands;
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he desires not to shun the reproaches of
the cross, for Le esteems them better
than all the treasures of Egypt.
“Through floods and flames, if Jesus leads,
He'll follow where he goes.
‘Hinder me not’ will be his cry,
Though earth and hell oppose.”

“My sheep hear my voice,” saysJesus,
“and I know them, and they follow me.”’
““A stranger they will not follow, for they
know not the voice of strangers.” In al-
legiance with Jesus as his King, it is his
highest privilege to observe all things
whatsoever he has commanded, and to
walk in all his ordinances blameless, as
did Zacharias and Elizabeth.

But to come to those particular points
upon which light is sought by our inquir-
ing friend. ‘“What is truth in relation to
the perpetuity of the Sabbath,” &c.? In
all candor we reply, the Sabbath in the
letter or legal observance of it, as it was
obligatory upon Israel under the legal
dispensation, is abrogated, and with all
other hand-writing of ordinances was
nailed with the great law fulfiller to the
cross; blotted out and done away, so
that the apostle Paul commands the
church of God, “Let no man, therefore,
judge you in meats, or in drinks, orinre-
spect of a holy day; or of the new moon,
or of the Sabbath day; which are a
shadow of good things to come, but the
body is of Christ.” ‘“Touch not, taste not,
handle not.””—Col. ii. 14, 16, 17, & 21.
But in relation to the spirit, or body, or
substance, of which the legal Sabbath
was a shadow, itis perpetual. It consists
not, however, in the seventh day, or a
first day cessation from the ordinary
pursuits of life, but in a complete cessa-
tation from all the servile works of the
law, and entrance into rest. The law
dispensation was the six days in which
men were commanded to labor and do
all their work; but the gospel dispensa-
tion is the Sabbath of the Lord our God,
and in it the saints are to cease from all
their own works as God ceased from all

the works which he had made, when he
rested on the seventh day and hallowed
it, and as Christ also, when he had ful-
filled the law, finished transgression
and made an end of sin, rested from his
own works as God did from the works of
creation when he had finished them. As
under the abrogated law men were not
permitted to gather sticks, kindle fire,
or perform any kind of labor, or think
their own thoughts, or speak their own
words, so under the gospel, those who
believe and have entered into rest, ac-
cording to Hebrews iv. 3, are not suffered
to gather sticks and kindle fires; or, as
your eastern people would say, make
use of means to get up a revival of reli-

~ gion, or by a system of duty religion, to

warm themselves into happy frames, or
religious exercises. No manner of work
shall be done, no burdens shall be borne
upon the Sabbath day. Works are ex-
cluded, the saints are to live by faith up-
on the Son of God; rest on him, rest upon
his promises, his grace, his blood and
righteousness. This glorious rest re-
maineth, or is perpetuated for the people
of God; but God has sworn that those
workmongers who hold on to the observ- .
ance of blotted out hand-writings, and
ordinances, nailed to the cross, they
shall not enter into rest. They are like
the troubled sea, they cannot rest, they
cannot cease from their own works. Itis
impossible to rest in Jesus, unless we
believe in him; and faith is the gift of
God. It works by love; instead of its
being exercised by us, it exercises
us, lays hold of the promises for us,
overcomes the world for us, enters
within the veil for us, and subdues king-
doms, works righteousness, obtains
promises, stops the mouths of lions,
quenches the violence of fire, delivers
from the edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness makes us strony, waxing valiant in
fight, and turns to flight the armies of
the aliens. What shall we say more?
Time would fail to tell of Gideon, and of
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Barak, and of Sampson, and of Jephthae,
of David also, and Samuel, and of the
prophets. Such is the vitality and power
of the faith of God’s elect; having this
faith in us we have confidence in God;
we trust in him and are as Mount Zion
which cannot be moved, but abideth for-
ever. Without this faith none can know
the blessed privilege of a gospel Sab-
bath, this Sabbath of the Lord our God;
this day which the Lord has made, this
Lord’s day, this glorious and perpetual
Sabbath of rest unto all that have the
faith which was once delivered to the
saints. But we are requested to notice
the Sabbath in connection with the cir-
cumstances of the saints observing the
seventh day Sabbath, after the burial of
the crucified body of our Lord, and of
Christ’s direction to the saints to pray
that their flight should not be on the Sab-
bath day, &c. In regard to the first cir-
cumstance, we would remark that the
disciples were not delivered from the
obligation to keep the law of Moses, un-

til the resurrection of Christ; for al-

though he had fulfilled every precept,
and borne its penalty in his death, put
away sin, and made an end of transgres-
sion, &c., yet he mustrise again from the
dead for their justification. As they were
buried with him by baptism (immersion)
into death, and after the similitude of
baptism raised with him, through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised him from the dead. Christ suffer-
ed for his people as their Head, and in
that relation to them, they, in regard to
the demands of law and justice, suffered
and were dead and buried with or in
him, so that when he was raised up by
the glory of the Father, they were raised
with him to newness of life. No longer to
serve under the letter of the law, but to
worship God in the newness of the spirit.
It must be borne in mind that Christ came
toredeem them that were under the law,
and to this end came himself under the
law, and remained under the law until

the resurrection from the dead. This ac-
counts satisfactorily, we would think,
for the disciples’ keeping the Sabbath
day, which elapsed while Christ was in
the tomb, according to the command-
ment of Moses, which was still binding
upon them at that time.

The instruction to the disciples to
pray that their flight from the fearful
calamities of Jerusalem might not take
place upon the Sabbath day, is urged by
the advocates of a perpetual obligation
to keep a seventh day Sabbath, as evi-
dence that our Lord taught the perpetu-
ity of that obligation after he had nailed
the hand-writing of ordinances to his
cross. But on examination other suffi-
cient cause will be found to warrent that
admonition. It was named incidentally
with some other things, which might be
serious hindrances to their precipitate
flight, in which any hindrance might in-
volve them in the most dreadful calami-
ties. This admonition no more implies
that their flight on the Sabbath day would
be a violation of the law, than the other
circumstances named in verses 19 and
20 of Matt. xxiv.; but because, like the
other difficulties named, this, should it
so occur, might prove a serious hin-
drance to their flight. Indeed, the reason
is assigned by our Lord in the very next
verse; ‘“‘For then shall be great tribula-
tion, such as was not since the beginning
of the world” up to that date, and hence
the necessity that they should be pre-
pared instantly, at the signal which he
would give them to take their flight. If
they were circumstanced so as to pre-
vent immediate flight, though this would
violate no precept of the law, yet at that
moment it would involve them in woe.
Or if the flight should be in the winter,
which of course could not be overruled
by them, it would make it difficult for
them to speed their flight; or if on the
Sabbath day, the seventh day of the
week, which the Jews were at that time
very tenacious for the sanctity of, should
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they attempt a flight, they would subject
themselves to an arrest by legal adminis-
trators of the Jewish law, according to
the usage of the Jews at that time. Up to
the very day in which Jerusalem was
overthrown, the Pharisees sat in Moses’
seat, and enjoined a strict observance of
the seventh day Sabbath, and would ar-
rest any offender, just as the authorities
of Connecticut formerly did those whom
they caught traveling on the first day,
- which they said had, by some means or
other, taken the place of the seventh;
and thus it would prove a serious hind-
rance to their flight.

Is it not astonishing that the aversion
of the hearts of men who profess to be
the followers of Christ, should be so
great to the plain declarations of the
scriptures, as to lead them to pervert
such passages as these, so as to make
them seem to conflict with the testimony
of the inspired apostles of Jesus Christ,
who by the immediate inspiration of the
Holy Ghost declared that the ordinances
of Sabbath days were blotted out and
nailed to the cross, as shadows of which
Christ was the body or substance. As to
the day being changed from the seventh
to the first, there is not the least shadow

or trace of authority for such a changein

the bible. If, as some have contended,
the obligation was moral and not cere-
monial, and therefore perpetual, the
same argument, if it could be establish-
ed, would also forbid the change, for
moral statutes are as immutable as they
are perpetual, and therefore they cannot
change.

As to what appeared to our correspond-
ent as a discrepancy in brother Trott’s

comminication on the Sabbath and then

on the law, perhaps the further develop-
ment of his views in this and the last
number of the SIGNS, may obviate the
difficulty; but if not, he will please here-
after state particularly wherein he ap-
prehended a want of harmony.

“Again: What is truth in relation to

the decrees of God?’’ We reply, in our
opinion all that God has said upon this
subject, as well as all that he has said
upon all other subjects, is truth; and he
has declared the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure;
(Isa.xlvi. 10) and that he‘“worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will.”
—Eph. i. 11. These scriptures are suffi-
cient to establish the point, that God
governs and controls all things, and that
his government of all events and things

isin strict accordance with his fixed, im-

mutable and eternal purpose, counsel
or decree, from the flight of a sparrow,
the falling of a hair from our head, up to
the most important events which involve
the destiny of kingdoms and worlds.
“Did he ordain all events that have
taken place, and are to take place?” Yes,
as certain as it is that he is God. If an
event has ever transpired over which he
had no government, then other such

‘events may also yet take place independ-

ently of his government; and if one such
event can or has taken place, millions
may follow, and by such an admission
we should be hurled into absolute athe-
ism; for ifhe is God, he is just such a God
as he has declared himselfto be, and has
all power in heaven and on earth, gov-
erns and controls all beings, all destinies
and all events, and causes the wrath of
man to praise him, and the remainder of
wrath he restrains. He forms the light
and creates darkness, makes peace and
creates evil; for he has said, ““I the Lord
do all these things.”” And all the things
which he does, he works according to
the counsel or decree of his own will, as
we have already proved.

“And as many or most things occur or
eventuate through a course of means,
did he also ordain the means?”’ Things
which are brought about in the provi-
dence of God, or by virtur of his univer-
sal government, bear an intimate rela-
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tion to and are connected with each
other, like the revolving wheels in a
complicated machine; and to the imper-
fect vision of the poor finite mortals,
these revolutions may seem to conflict,
yet in the wisdom of God they work to-
gether in harmony. Those which to us
seem most trivial, are with God as im-
portant as any other of the events con-
nected in the system of government; and
he who is the Maker and Builder of all
things, who has declared the end or
issue of all things, has secured, by im-
mutable decree, a revenue of glory in the
result of all things, which he will not give
to another, nor his praise unto graven
images. What we call means are things,
and belong to and are embracaed in the
all things which he governs and controls.
Hence what we may call means are the
result of the decrees of God, as well as
those things that are effected by them.
For instance, the death of Christ was an
event which, for magnitude, challenges
a comparison with all other events. It
took place according to the decree of
God, as all are compelled to admit, and
yet that very death was a means connec-
ted with other events to be effected by it.
“That by means of death, for the redemp-
tion of the transgressions that were un-
der the first testament, they which are
called might receive the promise of eter-
nal life.” —Heb. ix. 15. The treachery of
Joseph’s brethren was a means to induce
them to murder him; their avarice, and
the providential appearnace of the Ish-
maelites, were the means which induced
them to change their purpose and sell
him; this sale was the means of his going
down to Egypt; the wickedness of Poti-
phar’s wife was the means of Joseph’s
imprisonment; his imprisonment was
the means of procuring an opportunity
of interpreting the dreams of the butler
and baker; and this was in turn the
means of his appearing before Pharaoh,
which was the means of his promotion,
which was the means of laying up corn,

and this was the means ultimately of
bringing about the interpretation of
Joseph’s dreams, which had been the
means of first moving the enmity of his
brethren against him, and all this was
the means of preserving Jacob’s family
alive through the famine; and that pre-
servation was connected as ameans ofa
Savior’s visit to the world, for out of
Judah came forth a Deliverer, to turn
away ungodliness from Jacob. Can our
correspondent, or can any other being,
tell which of these events were unim-
portant, or which, if any of them, might
have been dispensed with without break-
ing the chain of causes and results of
means of ends to be accomplished? If
the results were ordained, of course the
means were also equally ordained as
the result of other means or causes which
produced them.

“Do means or conditions appointed
by God, and by him associated with the
result in man, leave events necessarily
unfixed or uncertain with God?” Cer-
tainly not. But why associate means and
conditions in the statement of the ques-
tion? There is no great affinity between
them. Every event that ever occurred,
from the creation of the world to the
present day, has been an ordained means
of bringing about other events, which,
in their turn, are also means bearing up-
on others; but conditions are very differ-
ent things. When God sent Moses and
Aaron with conditions of peace to Pha-
raoh, saying, “Let my people Israel go,”
and threatening with judgments if those
terms were not promptly complied with,
he told Moses that he would harden Pha-
raoh’s heart, so that he would not let Is-
rael go until he should execute his judg-
ments on Egypt. So the statement of con-
ditions in his case did not hide from his
eye the end or result.

And when God gave a conditional
covenant to the nation of Israel, embrac-
ing temporal blessings and curses on
condition of obedience or disobedience,
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if we admit that God is Omniscient, we
must admit that he knew precisely how
these conditions would be treated by,
and what effect they would have upon
those unto whom they were given; con-
sequently it was impossible they should
render the result indefinite or uncertain
with him. But let it be distinctly under-
stood, that although the covenant which
is now abrogated, which was typical,
and which provided only for temporal
blessings and curses, was conditional,
that the covenant of salvation is ordered
in all things and sure; not yea and nay, but
vea and amen, to the glory of God by us.
There is not a condition stated or inti-

mated in all the scriptures, either direct-

ly or indirectly, expressed or implied,
wherein God has offered, proffered, or
proposed to save a sinner from the con-
demnation of the law, or from the just
penalty thereof, upon any condition, of
any kind whatever; for all that are saved,
or ever were or ever shall be delivered
from the wrath and condemnation, are
“saved, and called with a holy calling;
not according to their works, but accord-
ing to his own purpose and grace, which
was given to them in Christ Jesus before
the world began.” They are blessed
with all spiritual blessings according as
God has chosen them in Christ Jesus,
before the foundation of the world; and
he has predestinated them unto the adop-
tion of children, by Jesus Christ, unto
himself, according to the good pleasure

of his will, wherein he has made us ac- -

cepted in the Beloved.

“If Tyre and Sidon would have re-
pented, had they seen the mighty works
which were done in Chorazin and Beth-
saida, is it not possible that some who
are now in the darkness of heathenism,
might exercise the same kind of repent-
ance, if the law of God, by which is the
knowledge of sin, and the truths of the
New Testament, through which God
commands all men everywhere to re-
pent, were declared unto them?”

If things were otherwise than what
they are, we confess our utter inability to
say what they would be; but of this we
are fully satisfied, if one link of the chain
of cause and effects, which God in infinite
wisdom has linked together, could pos-
sibly be broken, we should be in a deplor-
able condition; results unlooked for and
unprovided for might then surprise God
himself, and world on world might dash,
until all would sink to utter ruin. The su-
preme theme of our devoutest joy is that
the Lord reigns; but if we, or any combi-
nation of power in heaven, earth, or hell,
could, by sending a bible or a missionary,
or any thing else, into heathen lands, (if
indeed there be any other land to which
that designation more appropriately be-
longs than it does to this land of bibles
and of boasted light,) could bring about
the accomplishment of any event that
was not provided for in the eternal, un-
changeable, and invincible decrees of
God, by the accomplishment of such a
work, we would disprove all the record
God has given of himself. Why did not the
same cause which would have produced

‘repentance in Tyre and Sidon, produce

that effect on the cities where it existed?
And why was it not employed in those
cities which for the absence of it were de-
stroyed? Or is it proper for us to inquire
why God has made one vessel unto honor
and another unto dishonor?

It is turly by the law that a knowledge
of sin is sent home to the conviction of
quickened souls; but if a knowledge of
the mere letter or reading of the precepts
of the Old Testament could effect that
conviction, why was Saul of Tarsus with-
out such conviction until he undertook
his journey or mission to the city of Da-
mascus? And why are not American
sinners, who abound in bibles, convinced
of sin? That every bible of which we speak
declares the reason; because that it should
be the peculiar work, not of the bible
simpy, but of that spirit which Jesus
should send, to convince of sin, of right-
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eousness, and of judgment to come; and
when the Spirit executes this work, he
employs the law, and brings the com-
mandment home to the sinner’s heart in
its spirituality, and sin revives, and the
sinner is slain.

If it were the purpose or pleasure of
God that those regions of the earth which
are called heathen, should have that kind
of repentance which Tyre and Sidon
would have had, if God had been pleased
to give it to them, or any other kind of re-
pentance, they would assuredly have it;
for he doeth his pleasure in heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth; he
taketh up an island as a very little thing,
and nations before him are as the drop
of the bucket. None can stay hishand; he
speaketh the word and it stands fast; he
commandeth and it is done.

“And after determining ‘What is Truth’
in regard to these things, let me ask,
What is duty in reference to the same?”
In consideration of all the grand, magni-
ficent and sublime things contemplated
in the foregoing questions and replies, it
is certainly becoming that we should
“be still and know that he is God.” “What
the law saith, it saith to them that are
under the law,”” and we conclude, there-
fore, that it is the duty of those who are
under the law, and the delightful and in-
expressible privilege of those who are
delivered from the curse and bondage of
the law, and brought into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God, to believe all
that God has said to them respectively,
and to obey all that he commands; and,
- as we have said before, this compre-
hends the whole duty of man.

CONTRIBUTIONS

AUGUST 1985
Elder Hale Terry, VA. ......... $ 7.00
Buford Holland, VA............ 5.00

Mrs. W. L. Simmins, VA........ 2.00
William L. Midkiff, VA. ........ 7.00
Mrs. Minnie G. Roberts, NC.... 2.00
Miss Era Barber, AL........... 5.00
Mrs. Lucille Young, TN. ....... 4.00
Elder Rufus Brown, VA. ....... 1.00
J. A. Avera, FL................. 5.00
CecilNeal, IL.................. 7.00
Frank Hunt, VA................ 10.00
Mrs. Alpha Ramesy, VA........ 7.00
Mrs. Genera W. Meara, CA..... 15.00
Willie M. Ratliff, VA. .......... 5.00
Mrs. Ruth Sparkman, TX....... 2.00
Mrs. Jessie P. Whaley, NC..... 2.00
Elder Richard Campbell, TN. ... 14.00
Elder W. D. Griffin, AL......... 5.00
G. G. Comer, NC............... 2.00
Mrs. Herbert Gibson, VA....... 2.00
G. W. Carter, NC.........o..n.. 2.00
Howard L. Peters, VA.......... 2.00
Mrs. R. C. Moore, NC. ......... 2.00

NOVEMBER 1985
Mrs. Mamie Aldridge, NC...... $ 2.00

C. Martin Hollandsworth, VA.... 3.00
C. C. Wilbanks, LA............. 7.00
H. B. Rhoades, TX. ............ 7.00
Mrs. Myrtle Daniel, FL......... 2.00
Mrs. Inez Hollie, VA, .......... 2.00
Mrs. Marjorie Harris, CA. ..... 2.00
Mrs. Bessie Barber, NC........ 2.00
Mrs. Lillian S. Davis, NC....... 2.00
O. W. Parks, TX......covuenn. 7.00
W,d. Lambert, NC.............. 2.00
Mrs. Charity Dowdy, NC....... 2.00
Loyd Chance, TX............... 7.00
Luther Gaskill, NC............. 2.00
Mrs. Homer Pettis, LA. ........ 2.00
Mrs. Dorothy Sieflaff, NC...... 7.00
Lawrence Holloway, MD....... 2.00
Mrs. Myrtle Black, NE. ........ 5.00
James W. Huber, MD. ......... 10.00
Levie Goard, VA. .............. 2.00
A. R. Potter, VA................ 2.00

Mrs. D. V. Spangler, VA. ...... 45.00
In Memory Mrs. Mary H. Brooks
(11/22/1900-6/30/1985)

By her Children, AL. ........ 50.00




SIGNS OF THE TIMES

21

MEETINGS

he next West Country Line Union

meeting will be held at Dan River
Primitive Baptist Church the fifth Sun-
day in December, 1985. Moons Creek
Church will be host for this meeting. All
lovers of the truth are invited to meet
with us. We extend a special invitation
to ministers of our faith and order.

Elder Kenneth R. Key, Pastor
Sister Emma Sartin, Clrek

OLD MOUNTAIN
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

As per precepts and examples as
set forth in the written word of

God, Old Mountain Church (Mt. Ararat)
looked out among themselves and recog-
nized a certain gift. They therefore called
for a presbytery to be formed on Satur-
day, October19, 1985 at 3:00 P.M. at Old
Mountain Church, Danville, Virginia,
for the purpose of examination of this
gift, brother Edgar Horsley and if found
qualified be ordained to the full work
and service of deacon.

All Elders of our faith and order pre-
sent were invited to sit in the presbytery
and all deacons were asked to sit togeth-
er. The meeting was opened by prayer
by Elder Raymond Payne. Elder Hay-
wood Wray was elected as moderator
and deacon Bob Collie to serve as clerk.
Brother George Powell acting as spokes-
man for the church delivered brother
Edgar Horsley to the presbytery. The
qualifications for deacon were read as
set forth in scriptures First Timothy,
third chapter, by Elder Jimmy Hollands-
worth and Acts, sixth chapter by Elder
Leonard Key. Examinations followed by
Elder Leonard Key and Elder Raymond

Payne and other Elders of the presby-
tery. The presbytery being satisfied as
to the qualifications of this candidate
proceeded with the laying on of hands
and prayer was offered by Elder Jimmy
Hollandsworth. The charge was deliv-
ered to brother Horsley by Elder O. K.
Tench. He was then delivered back to
the church as an ordained deacon.

The minutes of the work of the presby-
tery were read and adopted. A copy to
be placed in the church records, a copy
to be sent to the Signs of The Times for
publication and a copy to be given to
brother Horsley along with a certificate
of ordination.

Presbytery was dismissed by prayer
by Elder Jimmy Hollandsworth.

Elder Haywood Wray, Moderator
Deacon Bob Collie, Clerk

OBITUARIES

SALLIE HALL GAULDIN

nduly5, 1985 God in His infinite
wisdom called our beloved sister

Sallie Hall Gauldin, home at the age of
87. Her funeral was conducted by Elder
Kenneth Key and Elder Hayward Wray
at Dan River Primitive Baptist Church.
Her body was laid to rest in Dan View
Cemetery in Eden to await that glorious
resurrection day when the Lord himself
shall descend from Heaven with a shout
and the dead in Christ shall rise to meet
Him in the air and ever be with the Lord.
Sister Gauldin was blessed to ask for

a home in Dan River Church on Septem-
ber 17, 1954. She loved the doctrine of
Salvation by Grace and despite many
obstacles was faithful to her Church and
attended her meetings regularly as long
as she was able. She was a very sweet
and humble woman and was loved by
all. We deeply miss her but may we and
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her family and friends find peace in
knowing that for God’s hulmble poor,
knowing that for God’s humble poor,
being absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord. To depart this
life and be with Christ is far better than
anything this world has to offer.

Sister Gauldin was born on May 4,
1898 to John and Birdie Hall. She was
married to the late Robert Bruce Gaul-
din on May 3, 1916 and to this union
were born six daughters, one of whom
preceded her in death (Hazel Edwards).
Those she left behind are Eva Johnson,
Eden, North Carolina; Bea Winn, Roan-
oke, Virginia; Cleatus Shope, Eden,
North Carolina; Christine Salmon, Win-
ston-salem, North Carolina; and Janice
Mason, Crystal Lake, Illinois.

May God bless and comfort her fam-
ily as only He can do.

Written by request of Dan River
Church in conference on August 24,
1985,

Jean B. Moran

ANNIE L. PRICE

S ister Annie L. (Proctor) Price, a

devoted member of Pleasant Hill
Church was called from this life June 24,
1985. She was born August 3, 1895
making her stay in this world 89 years,
10 months, and 21 days.

She was received into the fellowship
of the Primitive Baptist at the Nashville
Primitive Baptist Church, Nashville,
North Carolina the fourth Saturday in
February, 1915 and was baptized the
next day by Elder John T. Williams.
After moving from that area back to the
community near Pleasant Hill, she ask-
ed for a letter to move her membership
and was gladly recieved by the brethren
of Pleasant Hill Church on Saturday,
September 26, 1931.

Sister Price, loving in nature, enjoyed
her meetings at home and was always

ready to travel any distance to meet
with the brethren as long as her health
permitted.

Being afflicted with declining health,
her last years were spent in a rest home.
Even then, when she felt she could pos-
sibly stay up long enough to attend her
meetings, she was there with the aid of a
very attentive family.

Her funeral was conducted June 26th
at Johnson Funeral Home, Rocky Mount,
N. C. by her pastor, Elder Henry C.
Jones and her body was laid to rest in
Pineview Cemetery.

We, at Pleasant Hill, extend our heart
felt sympathy to her family of four
daughters; Mrs. Annie Ruth Skinner,
Mrs. Nora Boone, Mrs. Frances Tolson,
and Mrs. Ruby Keel; for sons: Harvey,
Clarence, John, and Marvin; twenty-
nine grandchildren, and forty great-
grandchildren.

Though we miss her greatly, we do
have that sweet hope for her eternal
heavenly rest and realize it would only
be a selfish wish to wish her back into
this land of trials, troubles, and tribula-
tions. ’

written at the request of the brethren
of Pleasant Hill Church in conference
August 24, 1985.

Elder Clyde Debow, Moderator
J. Carroll Williams, Clerk

ELDER CECIL E. TURNER

ur beloved pastor, Elder Cecil
E. Turner has gone Home to
ever be with his Lord.

He was born in Patrick County, Va.
July 4, 1905 and passed away with the
dreaded disease of Leukemia in Memor-
ial Hospital of Marinsville, August 30,
1985.

He joined River View Primitive Bap-
tist Church the 4th week-end in July,
1933 and was baptized by the late Elder
Dan Helms. He began speaking in pub-
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lic the4th week-end in September, 1934
and was ordained to the full work of the
gospel ministry, August 29, 1936.

He was married to Sister Gladys Con-
ner Turner August 13, 1928 and they
were blessed with 51 years together.
Sister Turner passed away August 29,
1979; and since her death he was never
content but looked forward anxiously to
the time when he too could lay his armor
by and go ‘“Where congretations ne’er
break up and Sabbaths never end.”

He is survived by one son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Elbert and Avis Turner of
Bassett, Va.; one grand-daughter, Aleta
Turner; One grand-son, Mark Turner;
Three sisters, Mrs. Gwendelyn Lawson,
Stuart, Va.; Sister Agnes Thomas, Col-
linsville, Va.; Mrs. Wanda Sumner, Pat-
rick Springs, Va.; Four brothers, Broth-
er Conway Turner, and Mr. Norman
Turner, Bassett, Va.; Elder Rupert Tur-
ner and Mr. Arnold Turner, Collinsville,
Va.

A few months before Elder Turner
passed away he arranged most of his
funeral service. His pastor Elder James
R. Hollandsworth of River View Church,
together with Elder Leonard Brammer
and Elder Buddy Crotts conducted a
most beautiful service to an overflow-
ing crowd of brethren, sisters and friends
at Collins Funeral Chapel, Bassett, Va.
on Sunday, September 1, 1985. He re-
quested also that each Pigg River Min-
ister to speak briefly at this service, if
they so desired, after which he was laid
to rest under a beautiful blanket of flow-
ers by the side of Sister Turner in Rose-
lawn Burial Park.

We thank our Lord that he was given
to us as our lovely pastor at Roanoke
Church in sweet Fellowship these 32
years. At the time of his death he was also
pastor of Chestnut, Martinsville, and
Rocky Mount Churches.

His love and faithfulness to his God in
the srvice of the church will live with us
in the years to come. Although his voice

has been stilled among us, he will ever
live in the esteem of his brethren. We
cannot think of a more fitting memorial
than to say, we believe truly that he was
called by divine grace and ordained by
God to preach salvation by the grace of
God these many years.

A volumn could be written about our
Father in Israel but this is not what he
would have wanted. He desired all
praise and glory to be given to our bless-
ed Lord and not to poor creatures here
on earth,

We, the members of Roanoke Church
realize that our loss is his eternal gain
and may God’s richest blessings keep us
all and bless us to comply to his last mes-
sage to us, “Do the best that you can.”

Written by Sister Rlee B. Houchins at
the request of Roanoke Primitive Bap-
tist Church while in conference, Satur-
day October 5, 1985.

Elder Lane Carter, Acting Moderator
Brother Hassell A. Hale, Church Clerk

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.”
Psalm 116:15

ELDER JOHN D. WOOD, SR.

lder John D. Wood, Sr. our be-
loved pastor, passed away on
July 3, 1985 in a nursing home in West-
minster, Md. at the age of 87 after an ex-
tended illness. He was faithful to his
flock for many years having served
churches in several different areas of
Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania.
In 1916 he united with Roanoke
Church and was baptized by the late
Elder J. C. Hurst. In April 1918 he was
licensed to preach and consequently
ordained at Roanoke Church in 1931.
Following is a list of churches served
by Elder Wood:
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1937-48 Belleview Church (now

Laurel Ridge)

1938-48 Little Hope Church
1938-85 Black Rock Church, Butler,

Md.

1950-83 New Valley, Mount Zion and

Frying Pan Churches in Virginia
1948-78 Rock Spring Church in

Pennsylvania
1971-81 Ebenezer Church in Balti-

more, Md.

In addition to these, he served on fifth
Sundays two churches in the mountains
of Pennsylvania: Needmore and Sidling
Hill while able to drive such distances.
From 1937 until 1978 he served as clerk
of the Pigg River Association and was
editor of the Signs of the Times from
1951 until late years when he became an
associate editor.

While pastoring the churches in up-
per Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsyl-
vania, he made his home in Manassas,
Virginia where he and Sister Virginia
Wood entertained many brethren. Their
door was always open to those of like
precious faith and any that stayed there
were shown loving hospitality.

Following is a memorial written by
Rock Springs Church for Elder Wood:

Resolution of Respect

WHEREAS, Elder John D. Wood, pres-
ently of Manassas, Virginia, served the
Rock Springs Church as Pastor for thir-
ty years and one month, August 15,
1948 to September 3, 1978, and

WHERAS, He gave the Church this
long period of service in the nurture and
admonition of our Lord and Savior, Jes-
us Christ; serving faithfully in the abili-
ty in which he was endowed by his Crea-
tor, our almighty heavenly Father; giving
always unto the Son of God all due rev-
erence as the Savior of his chosen people;
teaching gospel truth, expounding and
exhorting upon the same;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that

this Resolution be entered in our record
as a Memorial of him—as exemplary of
an undershepherd of his Lord.

Charles B. Osborne,
ancon & Clerk

Elder and Sister Wood traveled long
distances to faithfully serve his many
churches until his failing health caused
him to resign from serving. He was no
longer able to drive such distances and
eventually was confined to a nursing
home with his faithful companion.

All who knew him will miss his gentle-
ness, sincerity and sweet humility. He
was truly a servant of God. But we feel
that he has gone to a better place (not
made with hands) to be with his Lord
and Savior. One of the editors of the
Signs remarked that he ‘“had never
known a nobler man.”

Elder Wood was laid to rest in Black
Rock Cemetery, Butler, Maryland. His
funeral was conducted by Elder Junior
Connor of Salem, Virginia. He is survi-
ved by his wife Virginia Carter Wood
and a daughter, Virginia Gladding both
of Westminster, Md., and a son John D.
Wood, Jr. of Manassas, Virginia; five
grandchildren, seven great-grandchil-
dren, one brother, Paul Wood of Roanoke
and three sisters, Kathryn Davis of
Roanoke, Edith Foltz and Doris Wood,
both of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

The above was compiled by Sister
Beulah Stuart, Sister Ella Simpkins,
Sister Peggy Osborne and Virginia Wood
in loving memory.
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PSALM 95

O come let us sing unto the Lord: let
us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation,

Let us come before his presence with
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise
unto him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, and a
great King above all gods.

In his hand are the deep places of the
earth: the strength of the hills is his also.

The sea is his, and he made it: and his
hands formed the dry land.

O come, let us worship and bow
down: let us kneel before the Lord our
maker.

For he is our God: and we are the
people of his pasture, and the sheep of
his hand, to day if ye will hear his voice.

Harden not your heart, as in the pro-
vocation, and as in the day of temptation
in the wilderness.

When your fathers tempted me, prov-
ed me, and saw my work.

Forty vears long was I grieved with
this generation, and said, It is a people
that do err in their heart, and they have
not known my ways.

Unto whom I sware in my wrath that
they should not enter into my rest.
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EDITORIAL

~ “Awake, O north wind; and come, thou
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices

thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come

into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.”

Song of Solomon 4:16.

e believe there are two speakers

in the above text. The first speak-
errepresents the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the second, the church, His bride, His
spouse. It is Christ who has created the
winds and holds them in His fist, who
opens His hand and lets them loose and
canrecall them at His pleasure. This He
demonstrated while here upon earth.
While on the Sea of Galilee, he rebuked
the wind and sea commanding a calm of
them and they became calm. This caused
His disciples to say, “What manner of
man is this that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”’ Matthew 8:27. Christ
has power to shut or open the winds ac-
cording to His own purpose and pleasure.
The wind in this text I believe to be

emblematic of the Holy Spirit of God. In
Ezekiel37: 9, 10, we read, ‘“Then said he
unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, pro-
phesy, son of man, and say unto the wind,
thus saith the Lord God; Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live. So I proph-
esied as he commanded me, the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood
up upon their feet, and exceeding great
army.”’

On the day of Pentecost: ‘“And sud-
denly there came a sound from heaven
as of arushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting.”
Acts 2: 2. The Lord Jesus Christ by
virtue of what He has fulfilled for His
chosen bride, has now the authority to
call upon the Holy Spirit to continue
upon those whom the Father has chosen
in Him before the foundation of the
world and given to Him as His bride.
And this not to show authority over the
Holy Spirit, but to show the complete
union that exists between them. So when
Christ says to the Holy Spirit: “Come
and blow upon my garden,” He is speak-
ing as Mediator calling upon the Spirit
to do his assigned work concerning the
Church. This is not supposed to show
any inferiority in the Spirit to Christ, for
all three persons have jointly agreed in
the everlasting covenant to take their
several distinct parts in the salvation of
the Church. The Spirit acts freely in the
first application of grace to poor unwor-
thy sinners. ‘“The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound there-
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth; so is every one that
is born of the Spirit.”” John 3: 8. The
workings of the Spirit of God in regener-
ation are visible to natural man; he can
no more discern the Spirit’s grace than
he can see the wind blow; he cannot ac-
count for operations of the Spirit, for he
neither knows his person or his grace.

It pleased the Father to get glory for
his divine justice and holiness by demand-
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ing full satisfaction for sin. He was the
avenger of sin; therefore God is called in
scripture a consuming and devouring
fire and a jealous God. It pleased the
Son to get glory for the divine attributes
of God by satisfying justice and fulfilling
His holy law. It pleased the Holy Spirit
to give glory to all divine attributes, by
breathing into their souls a newness
of life, and carrying it on through this
life into a life of glory. The necessity of
his continually breathing into our souls
the breath of life is beautifully repre-
sented in the text. The Spirit is described
under his known emblem, “wind.” Our
souls can no more live to God, without
grace, than our bodies live without air.
Nothing can grow in the garden without
air, neither can any grace grow in our
souls unless the Holy Spirit blows upon
us. After we have received His grace,
are quickened and made alive by it, we
must have its influence every moment to
support and to carry on the life which he
has given, just as we need air for our
natural bodies to carry on their lives.

“My garden,” here the Church is
spoken of under the figure of a garden. A
garden is a piece of ground distinguished
and separated from all others for the
owner’s use. This garden only includes
the elect of God, it is not left to other
people. It is a garden walled in, walled
in with everlasting life. “Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with loving kindness have I
drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. This is a
garden that has been planted by infinite
and eternal wisdom. His people are not
only like a garden, but a garden enclosed.
God’s infinite mercy has made the Church
an enclosure into which no invader may
dare to come in. “For I, saith the Lord,
will be unto her a wall of fire round
about, and will be the glory in the midst
thereof.” Zechariah 2:5. He sets a hedge
about them in providence, so that noth-
ing can destroy them. A garden enclosed
by His precious love and mercy toward

them. “In that day shall this song be
sung in the land of Judah; We have a
strong city; salvation will God appoint
for walls and bulwarks.” Isaiah 26:1.
You are as safe as Jesus, for on His heart
He bears your name, on the arm of His
strength He wears your name, as the
high priest wore the names of the tribes
upon his shoulder, as well as upon his
breastplate: “I give unto my sheep eter-
nal life; and they shall never perish, nei-
ther shall any man pluck them out of my
hand.” Christ has enclosed this garden
from the wilderness for his own use. He
has set trees of righteousness which he
has moved from the desert land of the
world where they grow wild by nature
and transplanted them into his garden.
Here they are cultivated and watered
with his grace. The Church is said to be
a spring: ‘“‘A spring shut up, a fountain
sealed,” from which water flows to water
all the plants in Christ’s garden. The
graces of the Spirit which are in her as
“3 well of water, springing up into eter-
nal life.” John 4:14.

“ Awake, O north wind”’ The time has
come for one of Christ’s chosen ones to
be quickened from deadness in trespasses
and sins. He calls upon the Spirit and
notice, it is the north wind. We are not
born in the garden of the Church, but in
the wilderness of the world, in a dry
barren land, where no water is, no dew
or rain. In this barren soil we are like
the wild olive tree. We bear no fruit until
the heavenly husbandman moves us and
grafts us contrary to nature on to the
good olive tree; all that are in Christ
Jesus will bring forth good fruit. The
Spirit’s first work upon a quickened soul
is to come as the north wind. The north
wind was to awake. We all know how
cutting and penetrating the cold north
wind can sometimes be cutting to the
very marrow of our bones. When the
Spirt comes to a sinner as the north
wind, it begins to humble him, cutting
the heart with piercing convictions and
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bringing us to realize our sad state as
sinners before a Holy God. The law de-
mands more of us than we can render,
therefore we feel to fall under its curse.
“Cursed is everyone that continueth not
in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them.” Gal. 3:10. 1
believe it was the north wind that made
the Apostle Paul cry out: “Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?”’ The publican to
cry: “God be merciful to me a sinner”
and the jailor to cry: ““Sir, what must I
do to be saved?”’ The north wind was to
awake. It was to be the first mover, for
all men lay in the dead sleep of sin, until
the Holy Spirit awakens them. And his
general method of awakening sinners is
to inspire them with conviction of their
sins. He opens their eyes, shows them
their guilt and lets them see their danger
and this is very painful and distressing.
The wind strips him of his self-right-
eousness, creature strength, and wis-
dom. Everything seems to be against me
where must I flee? Everything we treas-
ered at one time begins to fade away,
our idols are torn down, and we must
also cry out: ““God be merciful to me, a
sinner.” When all hope seems to be
banished, we cry out with the Apostle
Paul: “O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this
death?”’

““And come thou south.” The Spirit is
spoken of now as the south wind. The
Spirit at first kills, and then makes alive;
wounds, and then heals; he brings them
into the wilderness and then ‘“speaks
comfortable to them.”” The Spirit makes
known the things of Christ in all their
suitability to a poor condemned sinner.
The promises of Christ to poor unworthy
sinners now begin, begin to yield their
sweetness. When by the eye of faith we
are blessed to see the sweetness of
Christ’s atoning blood and love, the
sweetness of Hisrighteousness, and His
faithfulness, we are ready to “sing a
new song.” “And he hath put a new song

in my mouth, even praises unto God.”
Psalm 40:3. The south wind is generally
a soft wind, so it signifies the Lord bring-
ing his promises to his people’s con-
science with power, and some of these
sweet promises are “I have blotted out,
as a thick cloud, thy transgressions and
as a cloud, thy sins: return untc ime; for I
have redeemed thee.”’ Isaiah 44:22. “He
hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities,”
“As far as the east is from the west, so
far hath he removed our transgressions
from wus.” Psalm 103:10, 12. And “I
came not to call the righteousness, but
sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:32. The
whole work of bringing us from a barren
to a fruitful state, from a bad tree to a
good one, is of the Lord.

“Blow upon my garden, that the spices
thereof may flow out.” I believe these
spices to be fruits of the Holy Spirit
worked into the hearts of God’s people
by the Spirit. For his believing people are
not capable of doing so themselves; for
they can no more exercise grace than
they can work it of themselves. Christ
knew full well that it is the Spirit’s
work, therefore he calls upon him to
blow upon them. I believe these spices
consist of fear, faith, hope, love, prayer,
humility, joy, peace and many more. For
instance, is there anything out of heaven
sweeter than faith, the faith which trusts
and clings, which believes and hopes?
Christ never delighted in the burning of
bulls, goats, ete. but he always delighted
in the faith which brought these things
as types of the one great sacrifice for
sin. When Abel offered a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, and Abel’s sacri-
fices were accepted of God, because
Abel’s offering manifested his repent-
ance toward God, and his faith in the
things of Christ. Can there be found any
sweeter spice than love, the love which
loves God because He first loved us, the
love which flows out to all the brethren
and for the precious truth as it is in
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Christ Jesus. “We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren.” I John 3:14. The
God who gives us faith may well be
pleased with faith. The God who created
love in such unlovely hearts as ours may
well be delighted at His own creation.
These spices can only flow out of a poor
sinner as they are worked in by the Spir-
it. ““A man can receive nothing, except it
be given him from heaven.” John 3:27.
“Let my beloved come into his garden
and eat his pleasant fruits.” Here the
Church is speaking and expresses her
desire to have Christ come into his gar-
den. This, I believe, refers to a spiritual
coming of Christ into the hearts of his
people, when they feel his presence, when
his love is made manifest to their hearts.
The Church here is seeking his spiritual,
gracious, and comfortable presence that
she might have more intimate commun-
ion with him. Christ does not always
manifest himself to his people. How
often do we feel the hiding of his face?
He is always in the garden, because he
has promised to be always with his peo-
ple to the end of the world, but he does
not always manifest himself to them.
But at this particular time in our text,
the Church seems to be enjoying the
manifestation of Christ’s love, mercy,
and the enjoyment of his presence be-
cause the Spirit has been blowing upon
them that the spices might flow out. We
can never feel too close to Christ, we al-
ways want more nearness to him, and no
doubt will, until we are with him in glory.
“0O For a closer walk with God.” It is
Christ’s presence that makes his garden,
the Church, aheaven on earth. He never
comes empty handed, when he makes a
visit, he always brings something that
makes the hearts of his people glad, for
he revieves the plants, waters them and
makes them fruitful. Sometimes it is
necessary for Christ to do some pruning.
When one of his little ones get to branch-
ing out too far towards certain idols and

the things of this world, it becomes
necessary for him to “come and tear it
from its throne” so that “I’ll worship
only thee.”

“And eat his pleasant fruits” All spir-
itual fruits are performed by virtue of
our union with Christ. “As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except
ye abide in me”’ for “without me ye can
do nothing.” John 15: 4, 5. “It is God
that works in his people both to will and
to do of his good pleasure.” Christ ob-
tained all grace for his Church in the
everlasting covenant, “ordered in all
things and sure.” He is the author and
finisher of faith and of all grace to be
given to us, and by his spirit works it in
us. So these fruits of faith, love, hope
and more may be said to be his, for we
have none of ourselves. These fruits are
said to be well pleasing in his sight. By
eating them is said to be Christ delighting
in them, his enjoyment of them and his
acceptance of them. Itis Christ to whom
all the fruits belong and this is acknowl-
edged by the Church. Therefore the
owner of the garden had the right to eat
of the fruit thereof.

I close with a hymn by Isaac Watts.
Song number 57 in Goble’s.

We are a garden walled around,
Chosen and made peculiar ground:
A little spot enclosed by grace

Out of the world’s wide wilderness.

Like trees of myrrh and spice we stand,
Planted by God the Father’s hand;
And all his springs in Zion flow

To make the young plantation grow.

Awake, O heav’nly wind, and come,
Blow on this garden of perfume;
Spirit divine, descend and breathe
A gracious gale on plants beneath.

Make our best spices flow abroad
To entertain our Savior-God:
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And faith, and love, and joy appear,
And ev’ry grace be active here.

In bonds of love,
Elder Joe L. Hamrick

“Whatsoever ye would that men should do

to you, do ye even so to them.’
Mat. 7:12

CHURCH OF OUR FAITH

HOPEWELL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church

was organized in July 1855.
The church is located about six miles
west of Winnsboro, Texas. Meeting is at

10:30 on 2nd Saturday and Sunday of
each month, and at 10:30 on 3rd Sunday.

The present pastor is Elder Joe L.
Hamrick.

CORRESPONDENCE

(Following is transcribed from tape of a
sermon preached by Elder Raymond Goad
on Sunday, July 14, 1985 at the Staunton
River Association.)

ound in the 2nd Chapter of the

Book of Job, beginning with the

first verse, it says: “Again there was a day

when the sons of God came to present them-

selves before the Lord, and Satan came also

among them to present himself before the
Lord.”

You know it seems in conversation
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with people that they picture Satan as
being a human being in the sense that he
has supreme powers, but you know as I
see Satan, there is alittle bit of him in all
of us. And you know here it didn’t say
anything about anyone else that came
on this day other than the sons of God.
You know God has so fixed everything
that there is a certain time, the Bible re-
fers to certain people, certain days and
it is so fixed and he said the sons of God
came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan came also among them.
He didn’t say anything about him coming
among anybody else. He says he came
among them.

This scripture came to me very forci-
bly this morning while I was attempting
to get ready to come to church and I
thought of old Satan, about how, as I
said, thereis alittle bit of Satan in us all,
in the children of God most especially
because if there isn’t alittel bit of Satan
in there, where does the warfare come
from. If this earthly tabernacle were
holy, then Satan wouldn’t be there. If
this earthly tabernacle were pure Satan
wouldn’t be there. And if it’s holy we
woudn’t need to be changed would we?
So we find that old Satan comes among
the children of God. And the Lord said
unto Satan, ‘“From whence comest thou?”’
Wasn’t in the sense that the Lord didn’t
know why he came. But He knew that he
was there. I know that he’s here, I know
he’s in this earthly body that stands be-
fore you because he troubles me. But
you know I believe that Job is a type of
the church. You may not agree with this
but I see Job as a type of the church.

And Satan answered the Lord, and
said, “From going to and fro in the earth
and from walking up and down in it.”
Now he wasn’t talking about the ground
you walk on out here, that we know as
the earth. He is talking about this earth-
ly tabernacle that stands before you and
those that sit out there that God has
dealt with. Satan does not bother those

that have not had a change of heart be-
cause they already belong to him, or
else they have not been made alive to
Christ. And Satan doesn’t trouble those
that haven’t been made alive to Christ
Jesus. But Satan is that sin that dwells
within our bodies. Satan is that that
troubles our minds. Satan is that that
troubled Christ, as the brother said when
Christ said, “Get behind me Satan.”’ Did
not Christ go before for all of the ran-
somed church of God? Then when He
said, Get behind me Satan, did He not
put him behind all of the children of God?
In the sense that he (Satan) will never
deceive one of them until they are lost. If
this is not true then Satan has the great-
er power, does he not? Satan is that that
Paul sought the Lord to remove. Paul
had those troubles, you have those trou-
bles, I have those troubles in this life. I
ask myself daily ifI am a God-called min-
ister, why do the thoughts pass through
my mind that pass through there. It’s
nothing more than Satan tempting.

And soit goes on to say: “And the Lord
said unto Satan, hast thou considered
my servant Job?’’ In other words, hast
thou considered my church? I love to
think of that as the church. Maybe I'm
wrong in that, am I brethren? Hast thou
considered my church? And what does
Satan say to Him? He says, you have him
hedged in. In other words, he knew, Sa-
tan himself knows he has no power, no
temptation, no deceiving, unless God
permits. God rules and reigns in the
armies of heaven and among the inhabi-
tants of the earth and none can stay His
hand or say, why doest thou. So He is
talking about(the Saviour), as He speaks
of Job, I believe the old testament is full
of types and shadows pointing to the
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

“And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered my servant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth.” I
want to ask you, my dear hearers, and I
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trust my brethren this morning, is there
anyone in the earth like you? You know,
I believe the poet said, Is there anyone
like me, so far from God I lie, it often
makes me weep and cry. And the Lord
said unto Satan, Hast thou considered
my servant Job? You know this came to
me very forcefully that Job is a type of
the church. Do you ever find where God
ever put His love in the heart of a poor
trembling sinner, in this Book, that he
ever desired to go back to the ways of
Satan?

Even though Paul suffered shipwreck,
he suffered imprisonment, he was beaten
with many stripes, he was put in prison
and all of these things and it seems that
before the light shined around about
him that he was traveling on flowery
beds of ease, it seems he had all kind of
friends as the Prodigal son did when he
left his father’s house. He had plenty of
money, he had all kinds of friends. But
when the money was gone the friends
were gone were they not? And the Lord
said unto Satan, Hath thou considered
my servant Job, that there is none like
him in the earth. There is none like the
children of God upon the face of this
earth.

I told some of the brethren that I en-
joyed so much the visit of Elder Fore-
man the other night and the other breth-
ren that were with him, Elder Reeves
Smith and I told them, even if I'm not in-
cluded in it, I’ve had a wonderful life
just to live among these people, to hear
them tell what the Lord has done for
them. :

““And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered my servant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth, a per-
fect and an upright man.” Job denies
this. God’s children deny this. They
deny being perfect. But the thing of it is,
my dear hearers, He says I have put
their sins as far away as the east is from
the west and know them against you no
more and that your robes shall be wash-

ed white as snow in the blood of the
Lamb.

Then how does He see his church?
Does He see it in it’s sins, then he hasn’t
put them away has he? But I believe
when the Lord looks down and sees His
church He sees it as a bride adorned for
her husband. That’s the way I believe
He sees His church. Perfect, an upright
man, one that fears God. You know the
world at large doesn’t fear God. There
are people who don’t believe there is a
hereafter. There are people that don’t
believe there is a God. And there is a
people that worship Him in vain. And
there is a people that deny Him. There is
apeople that deny His powers. But there
is a people called of God. Christ died for
a certain number of people and the scrip-
ture says not even the angels of heaven
know; but their names were recorded in
the Lamb’s Book of Life before the foun-
dation of the world.

I asked a minister, he told me he was
a minister, not long ago, if he believed
the scripture in the Book of Revelation
where it says that all shall be saved, that
may not be verbatim, whose names are
recorded in that Book. He said, Well 1
don’t know why not. I said, well, if you
believe that, then tell me how one of
them can be lost or one added to it, be-
cause that Book is sealed with seven
seals and no man in earth and no man in
heaven or no man under the earth is wor-
thy to loose the seals and look thereon.
If we don’t see God as the Supreme
Architect of this Universe and see Him
as knowing all things from the very
beginning, then He ceases to be God.
He wouldn’t be any more than you or I if
He’s got to wait until tomorrow to see
what I’m going to do because tomorrow
old Satan will probably be very present
with me. Will he with you? You and I
don’t have the power to tell Satan to get
behind us as Christ did. But I believe
that Christ, when he said, Get thee be-
hind me Satan, meant for him to get be-
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hind and he’s there.

‘““And Satan answered the Lord, and
said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man
hath will he give for his life.”” All that a
man has he will give for his life. “But put
forth thine hand now, and touch his
bone and his flesh, and he will curse
thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto
Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but
save his life.”

You see my dear hearers, Satan has
no power to pluck out the life of the
saints of God. He goes as far as he can,
he afflicts you, he gives you evil thoughts,
he gives you trouble on every hand but
he has no power whatsoever to take
your life, just as he did Job. And we find
that the Lord gave him permission to
afflict Job. From the sole of his foot to
the top of his head were sores and boils
and even Job’s wife said, Just curse God
and die. What did Job say? And what
does the church say? What would you
say? Whathas it made youdo? You know
I have seen those whose companions
don’t believe this doctrine, won’t have
it, but it will make you leave your home,
your families, and often your wife, your
children, those that are sick to go some-
where and to be with those of like pre-
cious faith, will it not? So Satan went
forth in the presence of the Lord and
smote Job with sores and boils from the
sole of his feet to his crown and here we
see this affliction. Here we see what Sa-
tan has done to the church of God. And
remember now, we must remember there
are some things as we read these scrip-
tures and pray for understanding that
we must remember as we read them. Re-
member that he cannot touch his life,
and remember that God has said that he
was a perfect man and I believe that God
sees this church as a perfect church be-
cause He’s going to presentit, as He has
said, to the Father in that day only
beknown unto him. He’s going to pre-
sent it, as He has said, to the Father in
that day only beknown unto Him. He’s

going to present it perfect, without spot,
without wrinkle, without blemish, think
about it my dear hearers.

Is Satan not behind you, get behind
me Satan, get behind me Satan. Yes,
he’s back there, and didn’t Job’s wife
say, Just curse God and die. And what
did he tell her? What would you tell
somebody this morning should you come
down to a bed of affliction and they
would say, if God were just this wouldn’t
happen, just curse God and die. What
would you tell them? You’d tell them
just like Job did: You speak as one of the
foolish women. You speak as one of the
foolish women. You see, my dear hear-
ers, these things are given of God freely,
these things are first. I heard this morn-
ing something that did my heart good. 1
heard someone say they heard Brother
Soloman’s wife say yesterday that she
used to think she was first in his life but
now she was second.

You see, my dear hearers, God comes
first. He said you seek me with (I don’t
know the exact quotation) all your heart
and with all your soul, and all these
things, He comes first. These things are
the first and the foremost in life because
Satan is behind and all the things of
Satan you see. But what does the scrip-
ture say about Satan? He said he would
deceive the very elect ifit were possible.
He (Satan) would deceive the very elect
if it were possible. You see, my dear
hearers, he would deceive Job, he would
deceive the church, he would deceive
them all if it were possible. But it’s not
possible. It’s not possible for one that
Christ died on the tree of the cross for
and said, “It is finished,” it’s not possi- -
ble that one can be plucked from His
hand. But that they all, what did He say?
In the 17th chapter of John when he
prayed to the Father: He said they are in
the world but they are not of it. You see,
there’s a difference. So we become a
dual person, become the warfarer.

I don’t have to tell you when you do
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wrong or something out of the way, that
you’ve donc that. There’s something in
here will tell you that. When you lie down
on your pillow at night there’s something
will say, I wish I hadn’t done that, I wish
I hadn’t said that. What is it? It is that
that is pure. It’s that that’s within. I take
away the old and stony heart and give
you a heart of fiesh. That’s the heart of
understanding. I give you a pure heart.
And if it’s pure, then my dear hearers,
how is anything going to pollute it? If
God gives you something that’s pure,
then how is Satan going to pollute that?
Get behind me Satan. You and I don’t
have that power do we?

But aren’t you glad that Jesus Christ
came here to this low ground of sin and
sorrow and went before us, conquered
death, hell and the grave and is seated
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
making intercession for the saints. Some-
one said that He is there preparing a
place. The place is already prepared.
There are two places prepared. And I'll
tell you one thing my dear hearers, that
fire that will burn was not prepared be-
cause there wasn’t going to be anyone
there. It’s going to be just as many there
to be cast into that lake of fire — He’ll
say, Depart from me ye workers of ini-
quity, I never knew you. And it’s going
to be just as everlasting as heaven is.

When we’ve been there ten thousand
years bright shining as the sun, you’ll
have no less days to sing God’s praise
than when you first begun. I believe they
were false witnesses that came to Job
and told him that his cattle were gone,
Job was a wealthy man, you know, that
to me is a type of the children of God
when the’ve been born again. You know,
the wealth of this world doesn’t seem all
that important any more does it. How
many of you in your early years had set
great goals in this life? You were going
to be somebody in this world and when
the Lord melted your heart it didn’t
seem to be important any more did it?

And so those false witnesses, those
false messengers as they may have been,
came to Job and told him that he (Satan)
destroyed his family and his earthly pos-
sessions. To me that represents false
witnesses that come to God’s children
but they don’t deceive one of them. It
never changed Job one iota. All of the
afflictions that Satan brought about,
and you can rest assured my dear hear-
ers if God has placed His love in your
heart, all the temptations that Satan
will ever bring upon you in this life will
never pluck you out of His hand. He’ll
never turn one of them back to the ways
of this world. He’ll never receive one of
them. But they all shall come forth in
that day, bright shining as the sun. They’ll
have no less days to sing God’s praise
than when they first begun.

Yes, I believe that this is a beautiful
type of the church of God. When God’s
people come together Satan comes among
them also. Satanis that that’s within us.
Going up anddown, and to and fro in the
earth, in this earthly tabernacle. Deceiv-
ed and being deceived. Deceive the very
elect if it were possible.

But aren’t you glad that God so fixed
it and that He has paid the price for all of
our sins, not part of them. If there had
been something left for you and I to do
old Jonah would have had to swim a
little ways when he went down in the
belly of the whale. But there you see a
complete deliverance. He was delivered
out on dry land. He didn’t have to wade.
He didn’t have to swim. You know, I
believe all of God’s ministers are taught
in the school of Jonah. Let’s suppose that
Jonah had gone straight way to Nineveh
when the Lord told him to go down there
and preach to that wicked city, what
would he have preached to them? He
didn’t have an experience, he didn’t
have anything to preach to them. But he
went the way the Lord had prepared for
him to go. He went the way of the sea
and the whale swallowed him there and
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he went to the depth of the sea and the
sea weeds wrapped around his neck and
then what did he say? I vow that salva-
tion is of the Lord. And that old fish vom-
ited him out on dry land. A very beautiful
type of the deliverance of God’s people.

You shall be delivered on that celes-
tial shore and that celestial city whose
builder and maker is God eternal in the
heaven on the wings of His love. Some-
one has said here at this Association,
that He will never set foot onland again.
But He says He’s coming again, to meet
you in the air, to take you home on the
wings of His love, present you to the
Father without spot, wrinkle, blemish
or any such thing.

My dear hearers, Satan will never get
in front of one of you to hinder that
straight and narrow path. If Satan could
get in front that wouldn’t be a straight
and narrow path would it, you’d have to
detour to get around would we not? But
I find that that siraight and narrow
path, that all of the obstacles have been

_removed. You know, as a small boy, we
used to walk a lot of places we went. We
went through the woods, the shortcuts
but we had to go around the steep places
and the bluffs, the ruts and the rocks
and the trees and the paths were crook-
ed. But the pathway to heaven, that
pathway that Christ laid down for you,
all has beenremoved. And Satan has too
because he’s behind, he’s not in front.
You are traveling home to glory.

Someday this life will be over. Some
day you are going to see Him for your-
self and not another. And someday you
will know in fullness what you have only
known in part. Eye has not seen, ear has
not heard, neither has it entered into the
heart of man what God has prepared for
them that love Him. And them that love
Him, old Satan is behind. Never be in
front, never deceive. Bless your heart
you shall see Him for yourself and not
another, be like Him and be satisfied
and Satan won’'t be there. He won’t be

there then. It will all be pure, white and
He, as someone said, I believe, yester-
day, we won’t need the sun by day as we
have it today or the moon by night for He
shall be the light of His people.

May God bless you and keep you and
cause His light to shine upon you is my
prayer for Christ’s sake and come back
to see us when you can. Thank you!

Elder Raymond Goad

November 4, 1985
Dear Elder Williams:

It is time to renew my subscription
to the dear Signs of the Time. 1
sure love the Signs of the Times, sure
hope I can always be able to keep it com-
ing to me as long as I live.

Find enclosed a check for $18.00 for
two years subscription.

Thanking you in advance,

Mrs. Bonnie Gover
Rt. 5, Box 411
Dothan, Ala. 36371

Brethren in Christ:

I am enclosing a check to renew my
subscription to. the “Signs of the
Times’’ for another year; the balance, a
small gift. -

I feel very blessed to be able to par-
take of the spiritual food provided there-
in.

May the Lord continue to bless you in
your endeavors in behalf of his “little
ones.”

In Christian Love,
Marjorie Harris

1425 2nd Ave. SP 13
Chula Vista, CA. 92011




36 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

VOICES OF THE PAST
‘“he being dead yet speaketh”

LUKE XV

tis well for us to note that there are
three parables in this fifteenth
chapter of Luke, and all three are linked
together in a remarkable manner. The
first is the parable of the lost sheep, the
second is the parable of the lost piece of
money, the third is the parable of the
lost son, improperly called the ‘““prodi-
gal”’ son. The word ““prodigal’”’ means
wasteful. This son was worse than waste-
ful of the goods divided unto him, he was
“lost” and in effect ‘““dead.” Verse twenty-
four gives the real kernel of the parable:
“This my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.”” So let
us call it the parable of the “lost’’ son,”’
not of the ““prodigal’’ son, as it is gener-
ally headed in most of our Bibles. What
is a parable? It is a placing of natural
things alongside of spiritual things to
effectively point a truth. Jesus employed
this figure of speech many times in ad-
dressing the unbelieving multitudes, as
for instance see Matthew xiii. in verifi-
cation of Psalm Ixxviii. 2, and Isaiah vi.
9, 10. Verses one and two of Luke fifteen
give the situation which gave direct
occasion for Jesus to declare these par-
ables. Going back into Luke fourteen,
we see from verse three, Jesus had been
addressing the lawyers and Pharisees,
and also in verse twenty-five he had
been addressing the multitudes. The ef-
fect of these discourses of Jesus on his
hearers is shown in verses one and two
of Luke fifteen. The publicans and sin-
ners drew near for to hear him, but the
Pharisees and scribes murmured at what
he said and found fault because he re-
ceived sinners and ate with them. Thus,
Jesus’ preaching was, as ever, discrim-
inating, and separated between those

who hungrily hung upon his words be-
cause it was just what their souls need-
ed, and those who self-righteous and
self-satisfied needed not a savior and
knew not that they were sinners. Keep-
ing this fact in mind: the two kinds of
people in this congregation confronting
Jesus, the one wanting to hear him and
the others hating and not believing his
sayings, we can easily see the primary
application of these three parables. Let
us glance at each a moment before taking
up more especially the one of the lost son.

The parable of the lost sheep sets forth
the work of God the Son in redemption.
The ninety and nine are left in the wilder-
ness, while the sheep that is lostis sought
for and found by the Shepherd. The ninety
and nine are not left safe in the fold, they
are left in the wilderness. These ninety-
nine do not represent at all those who
are saved. The ninety-nine were in the
wilderness and were left there. Hence
they signify the Pharisees and scribes
who objected to Jesus’ teachings. These,
satisfied with themselves as they were,
were in the wilderness of unbelief and
unregeneracy. The lost sheep, when
found, was not brought back to the ninety-
nine in the wilderness. The parable does
not so state. The lost one, found, was
carried on the shoulder of the shepherd
and brought ‘“home,” where friends and
neighbors were who could join in the
glad rejoicing at the successful issue of
the shepherd’s search. This ‘““lost’’ one
is, in figure, the needy souls who drew
near to Jesus to hear him, as declared in
verse one. The Son of God was manifested
in the flesh to seek and to save his lost
sheep. He labored in this search, he was
burdened, he was in agony, he hanged
bleeding upon the cross. He laid down
his life for the lost sheep. But he arose
from the dead bringing up with him from
the captivity of sin and from under the
power of death, those whom the Father
had in eternity committed to his care—
the ‘“‘lost” ones. When he arose trium-
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phant leading captivity captive and as-
cended into heaven to give gifts unto
men, there was indeed more joy, yea
vastly more, rejoicing in heaven over
the victorious outcome of the Son’s jour-
ney to earth, than there was over the
ninety-nine self-justified persons left in
the wilderness not needing any repent-
ance, for there was not at all any rejoic-
ing whatsoever over these latter.

The parable of the lost piece of money.
The woman, it seems to us, in her search
for the lost piece of money does not go
outside her house, but searches diligent-
ly everywhere within the house. In her
search, she uses a candle. Does she not
represent the work of the Holy Spirit? If
the first parable sets forth the work of
God the Son in redemption, the woman
in her search for the lost money shows
the work of the Holy Spirit. The lamp
used by the woman is significant of the
holy Scriptures, because the Spirit uses
the word in his work of searching the
hearts of those within the house. The
house is not merely the visible kingdom,
but the whole house of God: those mani-
fested publicly as “found” by the Spirit
and also those who may not be visibly
connected with the kingdom but those
whose souls are searched by the ‘“‘lamp”’
of the word made applicable to them by
the Holy Spirit. Psalm cxix. 105, would
seem to indicate this. The lost piece of
money is without value while it is lost.
No matter what the monetary value
stamped upon it, it cannot be used for
any purpose for which money is used,
while it is lost. It cannot be used to pay a
debt, nor to purchase anything, nor for
any other financial end, while it is lost.
It needs to be found and restored to cir-
culation before it is of any value. Yet, all
the time it is lost it bears the stamp of
the government to which it belongs,
even though it is in a useless state. Saul
of Tarsus was the property of God even
before he was regenerated. All unknown
to Saul, he was a chosen vessel of God,

and had been so from eternity, but he
did not know it until he was ‘“found,”
nor was he any good to the church until
he was “found.” Jesus died to save his
people from their sins. Having done so,
the Holy Spirit sends the word with pow-
er experimentally into the hearts of the
elect of God to bring them to the knowl-
edge of the truth and to unite them vitally
to their divine Head so they can bring
forth fruit unto God. But there is no fruit-
bearing until vitally united experimen-
tally to Christ, just as the money while
lost is without value no matter what may
be stamped upon it. Apart from Christ,
God’s people have no value. Joined with
Christ, they are good for something;
without him, they are good for nothing.
Right here, please note these zeros.
000,000,000. What is their value? Noth-
ing. But, now, let us put 1 in front of
them. Thus: 1,000,000,000. The 1 gives
value to the zeros, but without the 1 the
zeros have no value no matter how many
they may be. The 1 is Christ. He, the
Head, makes us nothings leap into sig-
nificance.

And now we come to the parable of
the lost son. “A certain man had two
sons.”’ Not just any man, but a““certain”
man. This man, we think, was Abraham,
because Jesus here is addressing none
but Jews. The Jews were the descend-
ants of Abraham. Isaac had two sons:
Ishmael and Isaac. He had others after-
ward by Keturah, but we are not think-
ing of those now. Ishmael, the child of
his flesh; Isaac, the child of promise.
Two great lines of Jews sprang from
Abraham: the natural Jew, the spiritual
Jew. These scribes and Pharisees who
murmured at Jesus because he received
sinners and ate with them, were Jews
naturally. As Ishmael mocked Isaac, so
did these mock Jesus and those who

truly believed him. Those who drew

near to Jesus for to hear him because’
their hearts had been opened to receive
him, might well have been Jews in heart,
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spiritually so because their circumcision
may doubtless have been in the heart by
the Holy Spirit and not merely outward
in the flesh. How else would they have
been drawn near to him to hear him,
while others drew away from him? These
two classes are the two scns of the “cer-
tain man.” The Pharisees, in their self-
righteousness, were the stay-at-home
good son, good in their own estimation.
These professed to have deserved well
of their father because they had not at
any time transgressed the command-
ments. The younger son demanded of
his father the portion of goods belong-
ing to him. According to the Jewish cus-
tom, the oldest son always had priority
over the younger. This was seenin Jacob
and Esau. Esau the elder was displaced
by the younger. Jacob found favor while
Esau was rejected. The same is the case
here in the parable. That which is natu-
ral is first in evidence, but afterward
comes the spiritual and takes precedence
over the natural: thus the elder serves
the younger. The Father, being asked by
the younger for his portion, also gives
unto the elder his portion: as itis written.
“He divided unto them his living.”” These
blessings thus divided between the two,
could have been only natural blessings.
Because had they been spiritual bless-
ings, the younger could hot have wasted
them and lost them. The spiritual bless-
ings with which God has blest his people
in Christ before the foundation of the
world, are such as cannot be wasted nor
mortgaged nor sold. Nor equally so, could
the portion divided to the elder son have
been spiritual blessings because to the
self-confident are not given spiritual
blessings, but only to the poor in spirit,
for it is the meek who shall inherit the
earth, not the self-exalted. As to these
blessings which did pertain to the Jews,
we have not far to seek. In Romans ix.
we have the list: “To whom (Israelites)
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory,
and the covenants, and the giving of the

law, and the service of God, and the
promises; whose are the fathers, and of
whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, God blessed for
ever. Amen.” The younger son, receiving
his portion, departed ‘‘not many days
after.” How rapidly did Israel decline.
This was exhibited at Sinai while Moses
was away from them in the mount. They
made a golden calf and ascribed to it the
deliverance from Egypt, the glory where-
of was rightly the Lord’s. “Not many
days after’’ coming out of Egypt, we find
them idolatrous. ‘“‘Not many days after”
coming into the land of Canaan under
Joshua’s leadership, we find them de-
feated at Ai because of the golden wedge
hidden among them, obtained in disobe-
dience from the accursed ruins of Jeri-
cho. How quickly did the fine gold be-.
come dim! Having wasted his substance
in riotous living, having spent it all, and
the famine coming where he was, the
younger son finds himself reduced to
beggary, hunger and want. All this was
verified in Israel’s history. Again and
again did the nation go in the way of the
Gentiles and heaped to themselves ref-
uges of lies, which availed them not. Yet
when they turned unto the Lord, he
heard them and sent them deliverance.
How very great is his mercy toward those
with whom he is in covenant-relation!
His compassion is very wonderful. This
younger son finally ‘“came to himself.”
He was awakened to see his true condi-
tion. How very well he represents those
who, circumcised in heart, are made to
rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no con-
fidence in the flesh! “He came to him-
self.”” Who can do this, except they be
convicted of sin by the Spirit of Truth?
The sinner cannot see himself as he truly
is, in the sight of the just and holy God,
but by the entering into him of the
commandment so that he finds the law
to be unto death, killing him to the love
of sin and to any expectation of escape
therefrom save by the might of Jesus
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Christ. “He came to himself”’ is explained
by verse twenty, in which it states he
“came to his father.” There can be no
coming unto salvation save as the sin-
ner is awakened to the true knowledge
of himself. Coming to the true knowl-
edge of one’s sinful condition by nature
is the first step in coming “home.” In
verses eighteen and nineteen he makes
to himself the confession which he ex-
pects to make when he shall meet his
father. He resolves to ask his father to
receive him back on the basis of a hired
servant. But this can never be! Never on
the basis of ‘““law’’ can a son be restored
to the ““home.” To be received back as a
hireling would be restoration on a legal
footing, and not on the ground of grace.
Impossible! And the son comes to know
later that there can be no such status for
him at ‘‘home,”” no matter how unworthy
he may feel. While the son was yet a
great way off, the father saw him and
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck and kissed him. Before ever he
could make his confession, the father
gathered him to himself. Thus the cove-
nant of God’s mercy in Christ gathers
the wanderer in unconditionally, not on
the basis of any confession or otherwise.
Whatever confession is to fall from the
recreant lips must come as the after ef-
fect of love and compassion, and is not
the cause thereof. Then, after the reve-
lation to him of the love of his father,
pours from the heart of the “found” one
his confession of unworthiness and the
acknowledgment that his sin has been
primarily against heaven, that his sin is
against God far more than man. But not
a word does the son say to his father
about being restored on the basis of a
hireling. He had thought to do this pre-
viously, but such a rush of love as comes
from his father quenches all such false
fancies as are based on legal expecta-
tions. Not one word of blame or condem-
nation comes from the rejoicing parent’s
lips. All is love and forgiveness. In an-

swer to the plea of the son that he is no
more worthy to be called his son, the
father commands the best robe to he
brought and put upon the son. This best
robe is the imputed righteousness of
Christ. Thisis all the worthiness the sin-
ner needs to fully restore him to his
rightful heritage in the covenant of the
father, and without this imputed right-
eousness of Christ nothing else will
avail to obtain favor with the father.
Christ’s righteousness is the answer to
our unworthiness. In addition, the ring
is put on the son’s finger, thus are the
saved sinner’s works linked up with the
covenant of grace. Good works are the
fruit of faith, and are not the cause there-
of. Acceptable works follow justifica-
tion, never do they precede the latter.
New shoes are put on the feet. Just so,
there can be no walking in obedience to
the precepts of the covenant of grace ex-
cept as the effect of justification through
the imputed righteousness and obedi-
ence of Christ. As the hand represents
works, and the feet represent the walk,
so do the works and the walk of the child
of God spring from justification by faith
in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Rings and shoes were not put on slaves,
but on free men. How wonderfully do
these ornaments show the son to be, not
a slave as he once felt he was willing to
be, but a freeborn son! (Rom. viii. 2.)
‘“Bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it;
and let us eat, and be merry.”’ Here is a
sacrificial feast. The Jews of old had a
custom which they called the ‘““feast of
the threshold.” Whenever a son would
run away from home and come back
after an interval of time, one of the first
things done by the father on the return
of the scapegrace son would be to kill a
sacrifice at the door of the house before
allowing the “found’ to enter. This sac-
rifice was supposed to atone for any
transgressions the bov may have com-
mitted away from home. These being
“covered” by the blood, the boy was
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free to enter again the home he had left.
You will not find this sacrifice enumer-
ated in the law of Moses among the
others there set down. It was simply a
custom which grew up out of Jewish tra-
dition, but it is a very comely one. The
killing of the fatted calf and then the eat-
ing thereof, presents the truth of sacri-
fice and then of feasting. Only on the
ground of the shed blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ can the lost sinner be found
and restored wholly reconciled to the
Father. And from this sacrifice of the
Lamb of God comes not only our peace
with God, but the living food which
feeds the souls of the lost when found.
Except we eat his flesh and drink his
blood, there is no life in us. The sacrifice
of himself becomes the feast of his church.
So beautifully, therefore, does the ordi-
nance of the Lord’s supper set forth the
food and drink of the Lord’s people, at
the same time that it memorializes his
death until he comes again.

After all this gladsome reception of
the younger son, we find in the parable
the description of the anger of the elder
son because of his jealousy at the rejoic-
ing made over his erring brother’s res-
toration. Verse two of this chapter fif-
teen shows very plainly who this elder
son is. Comparing verse twenty-seven
with verse thirty-two, we see a great
light. The son had been received ““safe
and sound,”’ says verse twenty-seven;
and in the thirty-second verse, we have
it that the dead is alive again and the
lost is found. Putting these two verses
together, and letting them explain each
other, what have we? To be ‘“safe” is to
be ‘“alive from the dead,” and “sound-
ness” is to be “found”’ of God’s grace
and restored to the ‘“home’’ predestined
for us. In the thirtieth verse, the angry
elder son refuses to acknowledge the
restored one as his brother. He says,
“As soon as this thy son was come.”
“Thy son,”’ not “my brother.”” How aw-
fully do these words as they fall from the

lips of anger and jealousy rightfully
judge the one who utters them! In very
truth, the lost one found is not the broth-
er really of the self-righteous Pharisee.
No, there is a great gulf between them,
brothers in the flesh though they be.
This elder son chides his father with
never having given him a kid that he
might make merry with his friends. No-
tice this! He wanted to make merry only
with his own associates, no desire what-
ever to rejoice with his father. True it
had been, that the errant younger son
had wasted his living on harlots, but
never did the father give him a feast to
make merry with evil associates: yet the
elder son wanted a feast only that he
might make merry with his friends, not
at all that he might rejoice with his
father. What a picture is this of false re-
ligion, that religion of the natural man
which knows no conviction of sin and re-
pentance, but wants the favor of God
only that it may continue in the paths of
its own choice, to make merry with its
own friends.
H. H. L.

ARTICLES

LAW AND GOSPEL
(Part of a letter by J. C. Philpott, 1861.)

My dear Sir ~ In one of your letters
you expressed the wish that I should give
my views upon this point - Why, in my
judgment, the law is not abeliever’s rule
oflife... Indoing so I shall take occasion
to offer my thoughts on these three dis-
tinct points -

1. Why the law is not the believer’s

rule of life.

2. What is his rule?

3. Disprove the objection cast upon

us that our views lead to doctrinal
or practical antinomianism.
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By a believer, I understand one who
by faith in Christ is delivered from the
curse and bondage of the law, and who
knows something experimentally of the
life, light, liberty, and love of the glori-
ous gospel of the grace of God. By the
law I understand chiefly, though not ex-
clusively, the law of Moses. And by the
rule of life I understand an outward or
inward guide, by following which a be-
liever directs his walk and conversation
before God, the Church, and the world.

It is very necessary to bear strictly in
mind that we are speaking here wholly
and solely of a BELIEVER. What has
the law to do with a believer in Christ
Jesus? Is he required by the revealed
will of God to take the law as the guiding
rule of his life? I answer, No; and for
several reasons.

1. God does not leave us at liberty to
take at will one part of the law and to
leave the other. It must be taken as a
whole, or left as a whole, for God has so
revealed it. I cannot find in any part of
God’s Word any mitigation of its terms,
or any halving of it, so that, according to
the views of many divines who have
written on the subject, we may be dead
to it as a covenant, and yet alive toitasa
rule. The essential and distinguishing
characteristic of the law is that it is a
covenant of works, requiring full and per-
fect obedience, and attaching a tremen-
dous curse to the least infringement of
its commands. If then I, as a believer,
take the law as my rule of life, I take it
with its curse; I put myself under its
yoke, for in receiving it as my guide, (and
if I do not this, it is not my rule), I take it
with all its conditions and become sub-
ject to all its penalties. .. The indispen-
sable connection between a covenant
and its rulesis clearly shownin Gal. v. 1-
6, where the apostle testifies to “every
man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor
to do the whole law.” It is idle to talk of
taking the law for a rule of life, and not
for a covenant; for the two things are es-

sentially inseparable; and as he who
keeps the whole law and yet offends in
one point, is guilty of all (James ii. 10), so
he who takes but one precept of the law
for a rule, (as the Galatians took that of
circumcision), by taking that one, virtu-
ally adopts the whole, and by adopting
the whole puts himself under the curse
which attaches to their infringement.
People speak very fluently about the
law being a rule of life who little think of
the resulting consequences; for amongst
them is this, that its written precepts and
not its mere spirit, must be the rule.
Now, these precepts belong to it only as a
covenant for they were never disjoined
by the Authority that gave them, and
what God hath joined together no man
can put asunder. To show this connection
between the precepts and the covenant
is the chief drift of the Epistle to the
Galatians, who were looking to the law
and not the gospel, and having begun in
the Spirit were attempting to be made
perfect by the flesh. Read with enlighten-
ed eyes, this blessed Epistle would at
once decide infavour of the gospel as our
guiding rule of Christian conduct as dis-
tinct from the law which was never given
to believers in Christ as the rule of their
daily conduct and conversation. Observe
how Paul chides those who would so act;
he calls them ‘““foolish Galatians”, and
asks who hath bewitched them that they
should not obey the truth (that is, the
gospel), “before whose eyes Jesus Christ
had been evidently set forth, crucified
among them.”” He appeals to their own
experience and asks them: ‘“Received
ye the Spirit by the works of the law or
by the hearing of faith?”’ He draws aline
of distinction here between those works
which are done in obedience to the law
as a guiding rule, and that power of God
felt in the heart which attends a preach-
ed gospel when heard in faith, and asks
them under which of the two they had re-
ceived the teaching and testimony of the
blessed Spirit. But observe, further, now
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he bids them “walk in the Spirit”’ (Gal. v.
16). Now, to “walk” is to live and act,
and the rule which he here gives for this
living and acting is not the law but the
Spirit, and he tells them the blessedness
of this divine leading and guiding: “If ye
be let of the Spirit, ye are not under the
law’’; that is, neither as a covenant or as
a rule — that they were free from its
curse as a condemning covenant, and
from its commands as a galling yoke,
which neither they nor their fathers
could bear (Acts. xv. 10). Butto show
them that this deliverance from
thelaw did notset them freefroma
highter and more perfect rule of
- obedience, he bids them “fulfill the
1aw of Christ”, whichislove, a fruit of
the Spirit and not produced by the law
which worketh wrath and gendereth to
bondage (Rom. iv. 15; Gal. iv. 24).

If we are willing to abide by the inspir-
ed Word of Truth, we need go to further
than this very Epistle to decide the whole
question, for in it we have laid down the
rule according to which believers should
walk, which is, ““a new creature” (or a
new creation): “For in Christ Jesus nei-
ther circumeision availeth any thing nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature. And
as many as walk according to this rule,
Peace be on them, and on the Israel of
God” (Gal. vi. 15-16). Is the law or the
Spirit’s work on the heart held out here

as the rule of a believer’s walk? The law
is strictly a covenant of works; it knows
nothing of mercy, reveals nothing of
grace, and does not communicate the
blessed Spirit. Why, then, if I am a be-
liever in Christ and have received His
grace and truth into my heart, am I to
adopt for the rule of life that which does
not testify of Jesus either in the Word or
in my conscience? IfI am to walk as abe-
liever, in must be by a life of faith in the
Son of God (Gal. ii. 20). Is the law my
rule here? If it be, where are those rules
to be found? ‘“The law is not of faith.”
How, then, can it lay down rules for the

life of faith? If I wish to walk as be-
cometh a believer with the Church, what
help will the law give me there? To walk
as such must be by the law of love as re-
vealed in Christ and made known in my
heart by the power of God. IfI am to walk
in the ordinances of God’s house, are
these to be found revealed in the law?

We give the law its due honour. It had
a glory, as the Apostle argues (I1 Cor.
iii.) as the ministration of death and con-
demnation, but this glory is done away,
and why are we to look to it now as our
guiding rule? The ministration of the
Spirit, of life, and of righteousness “doth
much more exceed in glory”’, and why
are we tp be condemned if we prefer the
Spirit to the letter, life to death, and
righteousness to condemnation? A rule
must influence as well as guide, or else
itis a dead rule. If you choose to be ruled
by the killing letter which can only
minister condemnation and death, and
we choose for our rule that which minis-
ters the Spirit, righteousness, and life,
which has the better rule? It is much to
be feared that those who thus walk and
talk have still the veil over their heart,
and know nothing of what the Apostle
means when he says: “Now the Lord is
that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is there is liberty. But we all with
open face beholding, as in a glass, the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord* (II Cor. iii. 17-
18).

But not only have we these deduc-
tions to influence the mind in rejecting
the law as a rule for a believer’s walk,
but we have the express testimony of
God as a warrant for so doing. We read,
for instance, that ““I th.rough the law am
dead to the law, that I might live unto
God” (Gal. ii. 19); that “I am become
dead to the law by the body of Christ,
that I should be married to another,
even to Him who is raised from the dead,
that I should bring forth fruit unto God”’
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(Romans vii. 4). As a believer in Christ,
thelaw is dead tome, andI am dead toit.
The Apostle has clearly and beautifully
opened up this subject. He assumes that
a believer in Christ is like a woman who
is re-married after the death of her first
husband; and he declares that ‘““‘she is
bound by the law to her husband as long
as he liveth, but if the husband be dead
she is loosed from the law of her hus-
band’’ (v. 2). Of course the first husband
is the law, and the second husband is
Christ. Now, adopting this figure of
Paul’s, may we not justly ask: Which is
to be the rule of the wife’s conduct when
re-married, the regulations of the first or
of the second husband?

2. What, then, is the believer’s rule
of life? Is he without rule? A lawless
wretch who because he abandons the
law of Moses for his rule has no guide to
direct his steps? God forbid! for I sub-
scribe heart and soul to the words of the
Apostle: “Being not without law to God,
but under law to Christ” (I Cor. ix. 21).
The believer then has a guiding rule
which we may briefly call THE GOSPEL.
This rule we may divide into two branches.
The gospel as written by the divine fin-
ger upon the heart, and the gospel as
written by the blessed Spiritin the Word
of truth. These do not form two distinct
rules, but the one is the counterpart of
the other; and they are mutually helpful
to and corroborative of each other. One

of the four promises of the new covenant
(Jer. xxxi. 31-34; Heb. viii. 8-12 com-
pared), was: “I will put My law in their
inward parts and write it in their hearts.”
This writing of the law of God in the
heart, I need not tell you, is that which
distinguishes it from the law of Moses
which was written on tables of stone;
and becomes an internal rule whereas
the law of Moses was but an external rule.
This internal rule seems to be pointed
out in Romans viii. 2 where we find these
words: “For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from

the law of sin and death.” By ‘“‘the law
of the Spirit of life”’, I understand that
guiding rule (for a rule in Scripture is
frequently called a law; the word law in
Hebrew signifying literally ‘‘instruc-
tion”’) which the Spirit of God, as com-
municating life, is in a believer’s heart.
It is, therefore, the liberating, sanctify-
ing, guiding influence of the Spirit of
God in his soul which, as a law or rule,
delivers him from ‘“the law of sin and
death’’; by which I understand not so
much the law of Moses, as the power and
prevalency of his corrupt nature.

If this then be a correct exposition of
the text, we have a guiding internal rule
distinct from the law of Moses, and a liv-
ing rule in the heart, which that never
was nor could be; for it did not communi-
cate the Spirit (Gal. iii. 2-5). But this
internal rule, as being ‘“the law of the
Spirit of life”’; has power to lead all the
children of God; for in the same chapter
(v. 14) the Apostle declares that ‘““as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God”. This leading which is
peculiar to the children of God and is an
evidence of their sonship, delivers them
from the law; for “If we be led of the
Spirit we are not under the law’’ (Gal. v.
18) either as a covenant or as a rule, for
we have a better covenant and a better
rule (Heb. viii. 6). What is the main use
of a rule but to lead? But who can lead
like aliving Guide? How can a dead law
lead a living soul? The very proof that
we are the children of God is that we are
led by the Spirit; and this inward lead-
ing becomes our guiding rule. And is it
not a disparaging of the guidance of the
blessed Spirit to set up in opposition to
His guiding rule a dead law and to call
those Antinomians who prefer a living
Guide to a dead letter? This living Guide
is that holy and blessed Spirit who
“guides into all truth” (Jn. xvi. 13).
Here is the main blessedness of the
work and grace upon the heart, that the
leading and guiding of the blesses Spirit
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form a living rule every step of the way;
for He not only quickens the soul into
spiritual life, but maintains the life which
He gave, and performs (or finishes, mar-
gin) it until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil.
i. 6). This life is eternal, as the blessed
Lord at the well of Samaria declared,
that the water which He should give the
believer should be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life (Jn. iv.
14). It is then this springing well in a be-
liever’s soul which is the guiding rule,
for, as producing and maintaining the
fear of God, it is ““a fountain of life to de-
part from the snares of death’’ (Proverbs
xiv, 27).

But lest this guiding internal rule be
abused, which it might be by enthusiasm,
and that they might not be left to substi-
tute delusive fancies for the teaching of
the Holy Spirit, the God of all grace has
given to His people an external rule in
the precepts of the gospel as declared by
the mouth of the Lord and His apostles,
but more particularly as gathered up in
the epistles as a standing code ofinstruc-
tion for the living family of God. Nor do
these at all clash with the rule of which I
have just spoken; but on the contrary
harmonize entirely and thoroughly with
it; for, infact, it is one and the same rule;
the only difference between them being
that the blessed Spirit had revealed the
one in the written Word, and by the ap-
plication of that Word to the soul makes
the other to be a living rule in the heart.

Now thereis not a single part or parti-
cle of our walk and conduct before God
or man which is not revealed and incul-
cated in the precepts of the gospel; for,
though we have not minute directions,
we have what far excels all such unnec-
essary minutiae — most blessed princi-
ples enforced by every gracious and
holy motive, and forming, when rightly
seen and believed, a most perfect code
of inward and outward conformity to the
revealed will of God, and of all holy walk
and conduct in our families, in the

Church, and in the world.

I would say then that a believer has a
rule to walk by which is sufficient to
guide him in every step of the way; for if
he has the internal quickenings, teach-
ings, and leadings of the Spirit to make
his conscience tender in the fear of God,
and has the law of love written upon his
heart by the finger of God; and if besides
this he has the precepts of the gospel as
a full and complete code of Christian
obedience, what more can -he want to
make him perfect in every good word
and work (Heb. xiii. 21)? Can the law do
any of these things for him? Can it give
him life, in the first instance, whenitisa

. killing lettexr? Can it maintain life, ‘if it’

be not in its power to bestow it?

But it may be asked: Do you then set
aside the two great commandments of
the law: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God,” etc., and ‘““thy neighbour as thy-
self”’? No, On the cbntrary, the gospel as
an external and internal rule fulfills them
both, for “love is the fulfilling of the Jaw”’
(Rom. xiii. 10). So that this blessed rule:
of the gospel not only does not set
aside the law as regards its fulfill-
ment, but so to speak, absorbs into
itself and glorifies and harmonizes
its two great commandments, by
yielding to them in obedience of
heart, which the law could not give;
for the believer serves in newness
of Spirit, not in the oldness of the
letter (Rom. vii. 6), as Christ’s free
man (Jn. viii. 32), and n