





Concord, Ga,
April 14, 1941,

My dear Mrs, Williamson,
Wy in the world did you send me such a beautiful letter? You can not possibly want to
hear from me again, yet you must have known I would have o answer some things you seid. I
was not expecting a letter, end the surprise of it nearly took my breath away,., But you have
a habit of doing surprising things,

Forgive me for using the typewriter. It is difficult for me to control 2 pen for a long
letter, which this will probably be, When I was in Atlanta three weeks ago, Sammy let me have
his typewriter, since he does most of his work at the hospital, It needs a new ribbon, and I
am not familiar withn it, but even so, I am sure it will be easier to read than my own writ-
ing, And if I am calling at too inconvenient a bime, just put me aside for a while, but
don't forget me entirely, for vou must read what I have %o say.

1t is embarrassing to have to refer to certain things again, but I must make this clear
You asked me not to send you materisl zifts, to use them for myself, Unless my memory hess
failed, and it hasn't, I have sent you such things three times only, and only once was it
directly from me, I am sure you remembsr how that first ‘check came %o me, and under no cir-
cumstences would I have used it for myself or family. The only regret I have is that you
did not use it to better advantsge, I could have, and so could you, but we did not know. I
knew the story I told you about this last gift soundsd fantastic, and am not surprised if
you did not quite believe it, but it wes true., The only regret I could have there was if it &
gave you pain, And the second gift, which really was from me, was, as I told you at the time,
given in memory of the finest, most unselfish, most truly Christian person I have ever known,
He had a grest admiration as well as a desp symmathy for you, and if he knew whet I did, and
I hope he did know, I believe he approved, In that case I have no regrets, and I don't be-
lieve you haye, ‘

But I am afraid you are still thinkung of those other things that have come to you
from time to time. I can not understand why you ever thouzht I was the guilty person, es-
pecially as they came from various places, I know the first was from here, for I saw that
one, I think, and the last must have been, since you thanked me for it. But I am sure Dr.
Williamson told me there was one from Macon, one from Madison, or Monticello, and possibly
one from 2 hotel in Atlanta, Not only are those cities out of my line of travel, but it hap-
pens I haven't a friend in either place, and as for the hotel, I was never in it in my life,
and so far as I know, no member of my family or any of my friends have been there, T imagine
Dr, Williamson first connected me with the thing because of my intérest, and that I once
said I thouzht I kmew who it was sending them, And I was concsrned when he told me C.R. had
confessed to sending some of them, for it was out of keevinz with mv idea of Richter, and
with what I thousght I knew, When vour letter cama, and I realized for the first time that

¥ou thought I wassthe person, I deeided  toask .the one I susnected to make herself(if I am
right) known to vou, but the more I thousht of it, the more unwise it seemed, It was so dis-
tinetly none of my business, and there was the possibility I might give offense, and cause
the gifts to stop, which I would not went to hapnen beeause of me. And then,--- I could be
misteken, and I must admit, the coming from diffsrent places does not aquite Tit in, But any-
waey, dear lady, please stop thinking of me in connection with them. We can not always under-
stand the motives back of peoples actions, but evidently there is a strong one back of these
gifts, or they would not have kept coming, I have never understood why my friend was so de-
termined thet I should have that $50.00, for I know she is alone, has very little, is older
than I, and her future no more secure than mine, But what could I do after such & request?

Now to get away from the material, and to that which is more immortant, You made me
very heppy by what you said in regard to yourself, but I do not see what part I have had in
your spiritual growth, except thet I have been preying for you. It is you who have helpéd me,
no one more, except possibly one person, I wish I could tell you of some very deep, rich
experiences I have had recently, but it would take too much of vour time. But I will tell
you thet early in larch, I think I finally learned a lesson that God had been trying to teach
me for two years, that all ny help and strength were to come from Him, not from humen friends.
I was in real trouble, and nearly crazy with worry and pain, when in the middle of the nizht,
I was led to give the whole thing over to the Lord, with the promise that whatever happened I
would accept as His will for me, My worry was over, and in a few days, the business was set-
tled satisfactorily, in a way that would have been imnossiblg if I had not hed that help, 1
have seldom been as happy as I was for days afterward, and the following Sunday, I had lrs,
Alexander sing for my special benefit, "Be Still, My Soul, The Lord is on Thy Side" to the
beautiful Finlandi=s, You won't remembsr this, but once when you ecame to see me, you told me
to teke that verse "Be still, and know that I am God" just to meditate on that alone, I can
do it now, s I could not then,

You mey not have intended there to be any signifieence in the way you exnressed yourself
that you had grown spirituslly "since leaving Concord." But I am sure that is true. I know
the months spent here were probably the derkest in your life., I have 2 conviction that when
you came here, we were being given an opportinity for doing something for the Master, ex-
ceeding anything we had ever done before, And we failed miserably, failed Him, you, and our-
selves, Indifference, pride and greed came between us and the doing of His will. And we hurt
terribly, cruelly, the ones He had sent to lead us, Can we ever undo the harm we have done?
What is it going to take to bring us to our genses, to our knees?

You mentioned in each of your letters that Dr, Williemson was not well. That is & very
real grief to me, for I have no doubt that we are largsly responsible., I know so well from
my own experience that illness and discouragement go hend in hand, and I would give anything
to be able to 1lift him up es he did me o meny times, It was Fe I wes referrinz to when I

said one other had possibly helped me more even than you, but he never knew it. I reslize it
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more as time poes on. As you knew at the tlme, he adopted me into his spiritual family, be=-
cause my own pastor could not be here, bug he was more than pastor, he was an undsrstanding
friend, It seems to me "brotberly-klndness is the word to use in speekine of his service to
me, and it was the more appreciated becsuse my own brether, thoush kind, was not &ble to
give the service most needed, Only you and Dr, Williamson, smong 211 my friends, were able
to do that, This past week, when I have living over again the safme period of two years ago,
it seems every little thing hes come back to mind. So many, meny things for which I am in-
debted to you and him,, not only e=md¥ personal services to me snd the children, but other
things, parts of sermons, certain poems and hymns, music, one particular talk to the Fidelis
class which I would give a great deal to hear again, your prayers, end always, the books, I
think he wes inspired in his selection of what books to give me, for among the very Tirst,
before we knew Mr. King was 111, I was greatly impressed with a chapter that wes later to
become a source of comfort and strength, Was that sceident, coincidence, --or preparation?
When I think of all these things, I wonder that I let vou zo without telling you how I felt,
No doubt others felt much as I did, for you helped many, but I sm afrsid they did I as have
done, accepted and te5h Tor grented, all our blessings, ;

I did want to talk with you before you left, and tried several times, but you would
not let me, You are so reserved yourself that it was hard for me to become very pérsonal,
You are afraid to let people know the resl you, but I am very thankful that I wes able &
few times to penetrate below the surface reserve, and find what I did find- not only a
great faith, courage, strength in spite of weakness,-- but sweetness as well,

Do you wonder why I am writing all this now? Well, here is why! I knew of course, much
of what you were suffering here, but not even I dreﬁ@d it was so bad thet you never wanted
to hear from any one from this place again, And I wes the nitwit who had to go and force
hateful memories back on you. I am not altogether sorry, for you have now given me something
that I did not have before, and that means so very much to me, But I want you to know defi-
nitely that I am not forcing myself on you egein, I never did have any idea or thought, of
eny reguler correspondence with you, I knew you hed neither the time nor the inelination,
and even if you had, there is nothing I could give you, But I was anxious %o know how you
were, I made you write to me the first time, but you wrote the second letter because you
wanted to, and for that I thank you., You will not have to write again unless there comes
another time when you want to "give yourself the pleasure of writing to" me., If that time
does come, you already know you will be giving even more pleasure at this end of the line.

I am sending you one more gift, but you are not to consider it a meterisl one., Two
years ago, & copy of this book was given to me, and from the very first, I found it a greet
help spiritually. I have known of others who have been helped by it. I wanted to give you
mine lest fall, but unfortunately, it is now so full of my markings, I can not put it into
the hands of OUher people, Some time ago, I found another copy, just for you. Dr., Williem-
son to0ld me you did not have it, There is hardly a pege in it that does not hold inspiration
for me, thouzh not wntil this year did I begin taking it day by day. No matter where you
start, I want you first of all, to begin reading in Degember, and see how long it takes you
yin Fune 1939, I ‘found something over there,
which I knew expressed, or rather explalned you and your ﬂbillty to help others, and 1
wrote your initials by the side of that day's reading, Some time later, weeks perhaps, while
reading it again, I suddenly realized the same thing applied to Dr, Williamson, also, And
now ¥. L. W, and N.F,W, are both concealed in thet first letter of the upper left hand word.
I wonder if you will recognize yourself? There are so meny passages I would like to call
your attention to, but you must find them for yourself, The same things that appeal to me
80 much may not be the ones that will ettract you., And don't think me crazy for sending you
a book, surrounded by books as you are, I am not writinz snythinz in it, for possibly vou
mey prefer to pass it on,

One thing more, dear friend. I have wondered many times why so much suffering, so
much pain, hes coms to you two people, who have given so much to the Lord in service. Re-
cently, the thouzht came to me that possibly all this wes a preparation for a still
larger servive, Perhaps He has greater things in store for you, More than anyone I know,
you are qualified for certain work, you typify the very finest in Christisn ministry to me,
and I believe that He still has someth1n? for you to do, And I will be praying alwayvs thﬂt
everything will work out according to His will, And we do not doubt that, of course,

And I think I can promise definitely that never sgain will you have such an epistle
as this ifflicted upon you by me, And in closing, may I say, God bless you both, my dearest

friends, alweys., S NLMMT.
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