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sou], and inten e feeling would doubtle indue the n irt .ac~o

nd in order to produce thi int nse feeling, an that i requi ite 1

ue con ideration of th fact in the case. Though many may be full
in po es ion of these facts, and ha ve a vivid impre ion of their magni­
tude, other- may n ed to have their mind tirred up by way of rem m­
branee, and not a few doubtless require to be informed on the subject.
A brief refer nee will ther fore be made to orne of them',

What, then, are the facts in the case? In order to it effective pre­
sentment before the public mind, the Home Mi ion cause ouaht to be
viewed in different attitudes, or to be urveyed from different point of
ob ervation. The Committee invite attention to a rapid 'ketch of
the tate of the denomination in different parts of the country, in c n­
n xion with the field to be cultivated, and the rea ons which should
prompt to its culture. Bapti ts should consider Home i sions in view
of the a ·tual condition' of the denomination. .

The Committee admit at the commencement of this urvey, a e.
truth, and a just cau e of gratitude to Almighty God, that there is a
general movement of the larger part of the denomination, in favour of
effort to promote the glo~y of God in th~ alvation of ~en. Li h~'
spreading j more ]~beral view re entert~1O.ed j . 8yste~ 1 felt to be im-

ortant ; the principle of volun ary associauon IS working wonders, and
the people of the saints have more and mor II a mind to .. ark" There
is r a on to hope that at no distant period, the energies of the denomi­
nation will be elicited and directed in a course of mea ures , h ich will
exten 'ively promote it reputation, and what is of va Ily more con e­
quence, that shall redound to the advancement of the caus of truth
and righteousness, the highe t interest of immortal beings, and the
glory of the Great God, and our aviour, Je u Christ . Compared
with the past, our condition is improved- apath and slo h are in
measure shaken off, and Christians exhibit s ign of life and action;
though the principal part that has yet been effected i the mere work of
preparation for future effort j it i the labour of ploughing" and sowing,
vhile the joys of harvest are to be looked for after many day I when the
unshine, and the dew, and showers of heaven hall ha e econded the

culture and matured the crop, and the heave shall be brouzht to the
garner.

hi~ t~~ i admitt d. ther is much in Our churches 0 be lamented'
~h re I till ,a ,va f want of g. neral intelhg nc I of enlarged view, of,
,?gorous, ac Ive~' and harrnoniou Co-opera ion. These al ernation of
h~ht ~~d 'had,e 10 the C7haracte: of the d n~mination, ill be seen in a.
brief v.le\ 0 its tate in the different ecuon of the country, and t
operation of the ocii ty in them.

THE BRITISH PRon. 'CE .

These provinces are clearly embraced, ithin the proper field of the
Society' operation.
' r Lower Canada.-This province is known to be deplorab~y deficient
in the means of common education, and de titute, in an alarminz degree,
of Prete stant preaching. There are but a few Baptist churches, and
the e are generally in a depre ed condition chiefly for want of pastors

voted to their interests, and labouring for 'ouls, as the that mus iv
3
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SOUTHER STAT

In thi important ection of the country, the denomination is nume­
rou and wealthy, and it i matter of QT tification, that in addition to
respectabl contributions for su taininrr i ions in Burmah, and among
the Abori in of m rica, our brethren have evinced a spirit of ardent
zeal, and determined action in eflor for the prosperity of the caus
among them elves. Literary institutions having a strong direct refer-



e ce to the cultivation of ministerial talent in their youn men, have
ithin a few year been commenced, and are under tood to be enerally

prosperous in the States of orth arolina, outh arolina, and Geor­
gia; while efforts for the same object ar makinz in lab rna ith
encoura ging ucce ; a!1d it may be hoped, that ui iana and ... lissi!r
sippi will not be le s acuve. T he ucces ful action of the e in itu io s
will greatly, and in variou way I improve the late of the denomination.
I t is till more gratifyinO' to witne ~ the efforts of our ou hern bre hren
to promote the more general publtcauon of the go pel wi hin their own
limits . T heir Slate Convention are in vigorou and ucce ful opera­
tion; the churches are commz eve ry year more and more into their
measures j and in some instance , exten ive revivals of reli ion are
amonz the fruits of thei~ Mi ionary .operat~on. And it i a be hoped,
that while the churches in the tlantic ection will thu ecure the undi­
vided labours of all their minister-, by the e effort to free them from
secular cares ~nd labours, and thus e sentially promote their own pI' _
perity , they Will soon be prepared and di po ~d to co-op rate wit thi
Society, in its cffor 3 to suppIX. the. de tuution .of the ou h- e tern
S tates. I t is prohable that L ouisiana IS J.llore destitute of mini ters than
any tate in the Union, and. yet he rnanife t ~ disp i ion equalled by
few, to aid in their upport, if they could be obtained. And the e remarks
apply, and with nearly the sn.me p rtinenc>" to. Ii i ippi : a tate that
is now increa ing in population more rapidly than any of its immediate
neighbours, Tho Com~itt~e.haye appointed I i ionarie only in la­
barna, L ouisiana , and Iississippi j and they re et that hese appoint­
ment have been a few, and that only a small part of them hay been
accepted. In A labama, two have been employed, but the Committe
are not informed of their op~rations. A is ionary appomted by them
in L ouisiana, ha been entirely upported by their uxiliary ocie y,
which has re uested that ethers hould be sent thither, and is under toad
to be ready t aid in the ir support. . fter long delay, and the f ilure of
repeated attempts, the Committee have s ationed a , . ionary in _...ew
Orleans, a city of great importance as a l. Ii ionary at.on, from its
location, its extent ann rapid increase, as well as it pre en moral cOQ­
dition, In Mississippi, though appointmen have been repeatedly
made, only one Missionary has very recently commenced .~ labour.
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for the ne: t tv enty years, a majority of the merican pe pIe will b
found on the Y e t ide of the All hanies, It i deem d a mod rate
calculation, that the pr ent century will cIo e with a population in the

Tal/eyaf H DRED JILLIO T ! The character of its population
for intelligence, morality, and religion. , ill det rmine the national charac­
ter, and the fate of the American Republic. The influence of thi
country will materially affect, for evil or for good, the moral condition of
the world; and it remains to be een, whether the nation, and the hurch
of God included in it , shall be fitted to su tain the honourable ce tiny
which awaits them.

The character of the mighty We t is not yet formed; the moral
elements which are to compose it xist in a pI tic form, and they ar
in a tate of rapid combination. This, then, i the critical period in the
histortJ oj the Valley I when e.ff'ort is Jelt, and every blow will tell; any
impr ion nay easily be made, and eve".?1 'mpn sion made 'will be likely
to be pernutnent. A mo t momentou experim nt is making ; many and
widely diffi r nt influences are at work, and every philosopher and
. tat man , but especially ,'ery philanthropi t, and patriot, and 'hristian,

hould feel a deep inter st in the proce ,and for the is ue.
The' e ern alley i the proper field for c.' rting a moral influence

on human character and destiny, and all partie em aware of it.
Every errori t i there to find in the unsu peering frankne of a n
country, a lod ement for his favourit dozma. Iany a her siarch is
th re to find an encampment for hi follower I and arranze hi mea ure
for pro elyting. Infidelity is there ndeavouring to settle hi strong points
for exerci ~ing an influence in underrnininz the public faith, and destroy­
ing th· public con ci nee, and thus blizhtinz the pre ent enjoyment, and
witherinz the future hopes of the people. Pop ry more rapaciou and

cqui itive, i th re claiming th appropriation of th whole alley to the
see of. Rom.e. Its purpo e i formed, and it plan of op ration are et­
tl d j It pomt of influ nee are fixed on, and warms of it mi arie
are. already on the zround pri t and teach rs, monk and nun of
vanou order, J nits and Dominicans, si t r of charity, and si ter of
the BIes cd H ar. The e votarie of Rome are confid nt of succe ,
ustained a they are by for ign funds off r d with a lib rali y vhich

cuzht to hame th comparativ parsimony of Pro e tant . .
:>rot' ant nlilli t rand mi ionari are aloin th v 11 y. Be ides

the uativ champions of th truth, and in tru tor of the youn , and
besid the minister and t achers who in ommon ith other cla
have of their 0 .n a ord, migrated thither from the older tates and
elsewhere; and b id that th most numerous religiou denomination
in the alley i by it ecI ia tical polity, sub tantially a Home Ii ion
body ;-four hundr d i sionarie are ustained in the field by three
evangelical denorninuti n , and about two hundred ministers are settled
there, who were at fir t introdue d by Home Mi ionary fforts,

By far the greater part of the is ionari of the American Bapti t
Home Ii sion Society are employed in the We tern States and Terri­
tories.

The Territory of Michio-an ha already a large population, and it i
rapidly increasing. Much of the attention of the Committee has been
directed to this interesting field, in which twelve of its Mia ionaTie
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have laboured the whole or 0. part of the past year, and have baptized a
number of person I and been instrumental in the con titution of tw lve
churches, and the organization of everal ociations. The country is
nev , and the population spar e: the churches are gelleral1.~ mall a.ndfee­
ble, and further aid will be indio pen able inorder to the con tinued eXI tence
of mnny of these churche , and to the pro~perity ~f all the others, ~ well
as to gather the cuttered communicants who ermzrate to the T erritory,
into additional churches and to preach the go pel to the d titute.

One gratifying result ~f our operation~ i , the e tabli hJ?ent of a minis­
ter at Detroit, who seems adapted to build up the cause 10 that rno t im­
portant point in I ichigan, and whe~e th feebl~ church has ucceeded
in erectinz a suitable place of wo hlp. The friends of education in the
T erritory are now making st~em~ou efforts ~or th e tablishment of a
L iterary and T heololYicn;1 I~ nmuon;and t~e mtere t of Prot tanti m
as v II a of the denominanon, require their ample ucce . It is but
comm n justice t~ 0.'1 that. much of the imp~ovement i~ the c?ndition of
the Bapti 15 of ichizan, I under God, owmz to the mdefatlgable and
di interested labours of an ag nt, who ha traver ed on foot th ttlemen
and gather d the s~attered profe ors into church ord~r, c rtained th~
preach r , and adv d both them U?d t~e Cornmittaa in relation to their
labours. In no part of the country is 11 ionary labour more de ired by
the people, or more productive of ~o~. . .

Ohio contains more than a ml~llOn of mha?ltant. Here Baptis
a re numer u , but they are not enu r Iy harmoniou in their view and
operation j many of their c~1U~ch are f ble and vithout p to , and
the re i great need of 11 ionary labour. A larger number of the
S ociety" Mi ionarie are in this than in any other tate th uzh not
Iarzer in proportion to its population. ' b

Beside indirect aid in a grant of 300 to the State Convention and
other grants to different ~oc.al ~cieti of 200 mor ; the ciet~ has
had the past year, 17 Missionaries, who have a i t d in the formation
of 1 churches, and baptized 120 persons. There i here an obviou
improvement in the tate of the churche , and multitude xhibit an e _
cell nt spirit, and are ready t.o every ood work . T he proO'r of the
Granville colleze is mo t encouraging, and it pro pect ere ne er
brigh er. orne of the churches are lib ral to, ards Foreizn i ion.

Effort are makinz, in conjunction vith other tate', to tabli h 'i bin
it limi , in due tim , a Theolozical eminar, on bro d liher
principle ,and f a hi order. The ucc of th i project i of imme
importance to ini terial education, and of cour e, to th . er t of the
churche , and to the pro perity of the de 0 i tion in the \ e tern

tates.
T he Committee con ider the pro perity of the ca e in t' tate of

great relative, well as actual importance. hen the churche h8:11
combine their effi rt ,an their moral r ource .:hall be develop d, OhIO
may become to the tares in the we 1, wh .I. Tew- ork h b en, and
now is to Ohio and Iichigan, and the Canada : i i flu nee would.be
salutary to a va t e. tent, like th water of i own beautiful ri er, f rtilis­
jng and enrichinz the land on e bord rs of the ever 1 late be een

hich it meanders.
.fndiaooi an important State, t aug j re ti co equ nee 1



have been undervalued. It ha already 12000 Bapti , 0 unfortun-
ately, are not perfectly joined tozether in th same mind, and in the am
judgment, But while a portion of the moral power of the denomination
is thus neutralized, and 10 t to the common cau e, there i a rede m­
inz spirit abroad amonz them, , hicb give pled e of brighter day. TI e
organization of a General sociation and its incipient me ' Uf \ ith
the recent formation of an Education ociety, with the intention of a-
blishing a Literary Institution under reliziou influence, are workinz the
redemption of the pledge. In no part of the field have the Committee
seen the feasibility and de irableness of occupyin the strong pain in a
State, or more deeply rezreued their inability to furni h the men and the
money requisite for the purpose. They have, however, done what they
could. They have, besides aidinz the General As ociation in uppl ing
an zent for the State, u rained 12 Iissionari . in different part of it,
who have laboured indu triou ly,and not withou token ofdivine favour;
for 9 churches have been formed, and 140 per on have been baptized.

Illinois seems de tined to b in some ro pects, the rna t important of
the estern tate. Here the denomination w three years ago, in
a most deplorable condition j for beside beinrr small and feebl ,it 'us
divided into parties, orne of which were greatly opp ed to efforts for
reform. 0 where, however, have Iii. ionaryeffor been more ucc
ful and alutary. There is an obviou improvement in the tate of
things; the churches have gr atly increased in number, and are more
harmonious in doctrine, and more active in duty. Deli htful revival
have been enjoyed j me ures have been adopted for a cone rt faction
in promoting the preaching of the go pel to the d stitut , and a pirit
of liberality in pecuniary efforts has wid lye. tended. In con equence,
a tate Convention ha been formed, which not merely exi ts in name,
but gives promi e of vigorous action on enlightened principle ; and
the Jt~n .eminary,including a High chool,the elem nt of a Th 010 i­
cal In ntuuon, ~nd the germ of a future 'ollege, ha one into operation)
the neces ary aid from the Ea t, which it d res, added to the contn­
bution of its liberal friend at home, would secure it perman ney and
pro perity,and great usefuln s. Here th oci ty has 15 lis, ionarie )
who appear to have b en self-denying, labori us, and ucces ful iJ?- their
work. They report the con titution of 6 church ,and the bapti m of
71 on .

M' OU)'i ha nearly 200 Bnpti. t church ,many of them of quite
r~ccnt date) mall in size and ti cbIe in tren th j but the denomina­
tion exhibits activity in mea ures for the advancement of the cau ._
Two Iis ionary Societie are in operation) which have alr ady done
good; and if in a few months they hould be aid d by a tate on­
vention, they will, by a concentration 'of th ir energi 5, probably do
more. The number of Ii ionaries of the ociety in the pa t y ar, i
11) who have reported 6 churches organized, and the bapti m of 312
p rsons, includinz one Je\ e ) and s veral atholics l bout forty
Catlwl"c8 have in that reaion b en recently convert d and added to evan­
gelical Protestant churche. More Mis ionaries ound in the faith, wh
talents, piety. prudence and energ would give them a commandin
influence, harmonize the di cordant partie , elicit the energie of the
churche , and direct them efficiently in judicious measur for t ie pro­
motion of the cause, would be of incalculable dvantege.
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urateIy, t ey beh e that hile 97 ... Ii ionarie na be n I

66 years of Iaboi r have been performed: about 0 cl urch a °e
Con tituted ; at lea, t 2500 added to the church by bap i m ai d I r,
and probublv at lea t 1200 hopefullyconv fled: beside: much which ha
b n done for promoting the int re t of Temperance . hool d
Bible 'la - , Hibl ocietie and variou religi u an charitable obj c 0

1 Iultitudes have hard th g P I who would other i have b en d 0

tute of that hizh privileg I while the ordinanc of r ligion ar more
generally respected, and moral principle i 0 exerting a ~trong r influ nce
Oll the public conscience.

While the greater part of our [issionaries are employed in the gr 'at
all y; the 'ommittee r c ive from sv ry di trict in which they labour,

the mo t urgent requ ' ts for help, mm'e help, and hrlp iiamediateb], alike
from the cattered and i olut d is ionarie that they may have fellov
labourers to coun el with, to trcnzthen th ir hand and encour ze their
hearts, and to share in their multiplied labour' ; and from the p oplc \ -ho
enjoy their labour, and whose hunzer for the bread of life is bu in.cre cd
by the food it feed olli-:-ar~d from their n izhbour , \\~hn hay WIm ed
the salutary r ult of .11-' lOnarylabour, and ar anxiou tha they m~y

al 0 be favour d ... ith it. From at lea t fiftydiffer nt point l tl e omr It­
tee h ar trona repre~ ntations of the' up rior c1aimsofthe particular place,
wher th applicant for their ben faction happen to re id 0 ne com­
munication xpre ses a toni ·hment that the 'ommittee hould e pect to
do any good in that ection with 0 few labourers ; anoth r chara s u
with mocking their misery in the little done, Y but howinz th m heir
de titution, and creatine a dis ati faction with it, while it r mains almo t
entirely unsuppli d j and many, ' ry mallY, exprcs: urprise tha the
Home Mi sion ociety hould have overlook d ju t th mo t de titut ,
and the mo t promi ing fieldof labour, and preci, ely that one, too, which,
with a little imme Iiate assistanc , wo ld oon be able to do much in aid<: future operutions in still more distant region 0 •

o I hese representation go to u tain ever I p itions :-that there 1 an
rmrn n e amount of moral destitutiun in the d nomination i that he
p ople are ;\illing and an. iou to r ceive rni ionaries ; and that the
upplY incr a es tl dem nd j and of cours I that here i- ncourage­

m nt to continu and iner a e Horne Iis ion fforts.
It ~ .a painful con id ration th t in 5 r ul r apu t hurch 0 in

he . nit d tat ., an I '1 erritori , ( xcludinrr, in this account, h Bri 1 h
rovtncas, and orne of the I land of the 8 a, nd all lexico, which

properly belonz to lorth America,) ther should be only 3110 mi i _
ter l or liul > more than one minister t two chur h : while it is '\ ell
known tl:at many of the e are imperfectly fitted for the work,-other
but partially devo ed to it, and not a fev of th rernaind r are only ill
u tained in i. Thes hurche are situat d in the midst of 15,000,000

of people, of wh m probably 2,000,000 are di conn t d with any reli­
ious society, and principally destitut of the pr uchin of the 0'0. pel.-

comparison of the pre. ent stat of thinzs with the condition of former
year, will manifest the fact, that the disproportion betwe n churches and
mini ters, is constantly increa ing-and, furth r, a it i known that
In the more favoured sections of the country, the comparative number of
ministers ha increased, the inference is irre i nble that the deficiency
of a preached go pel is increasing in preci ely thos place wh re it i
now, and h lon~ been he great st.
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