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MIN UT E S
At th e Bethel Union of Primitive Baptists, which convened with

th e church at High Shoals, Monroe county, August loth 1883, the
introdu ctory sermon was preach ed by Bro. I. C. Nich ols. T ext:
"And now abideth faith , hope, charity, th ese three; b ut the greatest
of th ese is cha rity;" rst Cor. , xiii chap., r3t h verse.

After an int ermission of forty minutes th e U nion meet ing was
organized . Bro. T . J . H ead , Mod erator; Bro. Jno. E. Duke, Clerk.
Prayer by Bro. W. Z. Gardner.

Called for churc hes des iring to become memb ers of this Union.
The ch urc h at U nion presented a lett er by her messengers; also the
church at Conco rd and the church at New Fe llowship. T he dele
gates of said churches came forward and were received by the Mod
erator extending to th em th e right hand of fellowship.

Ap pointed the followin g brethren a committee to arran ge divine
service during the meeting: Thomas Du mas, T . W. Bloodworth, J .
M. Childs, Frederick Ga rdner, Edgar Ch ilds.

An am en dm ent bei ng proposed to our constitution, was received,
read and referred to a committee of br ethre n, to-wit: Moses Dumas,
James W. Childs, J . F . Madd en .

T he committe e on preaching report prea ching to com mence a t
ten o'clock by Bro. W. Z. Ga rdn er, followed by Bro . J no. E. Duke.
Aft ernoon , by Bro. R obert Freeman , followed by Bro. Morris D u
mas. Prayer by Bro. Thomas Dumas. Adjourn ed till 9 o'cl ock, a.
m. , to-morr ow. .

Saturday, August I I. Met accord ing to adj ourn ment. Prayer
b y Bro. R obert Freeman. Called for the report of th e committee on
amendment of constitu tion; they recom men ded the ad option of the
the am endment, whi ch was unani mo usly agreed to.

Appointed the tim e for the annual meetin g of th is body to be on
F rid ay before th e fourth Sunday in Au gu st. Appoint ed Brethren T .
J . Head and J ohn E. Duke to prepare an express ion to be printed in
this minute in relation to the death of our beloved brother, Elder E.
Dumas. Ap pointed the next meeting of thi s bod y to be with the
church at Union , to com mence on Fri day before the fourth Sunday

• in August, 1884, five miles east of Barnesv ille, on Centra l rai lroad.
Called for contributions and received twelve dollar s. Agreed to
have one thousand copies of these min utes printed. Prayer by Re v.
T . J . Head. Adj ourned to time and place abo ve stated.

JOHN E. DUKE, Clerk . T. J. H EAD, Moderator.
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Preach ing Sunday forenoo n by Bro. T . ] . Head, followed by W.
Z. Gardner; aft ernoon by 1. C. Ni chols, follo wed by R . F reeman.

Whereas, Div ine P roviden ce has see n fit to remove from our
m idst our be loved brother and fat her in I srael, E lde r E . Dumas, in
th e death of wh om th e chur ch has susta ined a great loss, and we ca n
say in the lan guage of old , A gre at man has fall en in Israel; but we
feel that our loss is his e te rnal ga in. May the Lord bless and com
for t his aged companion and our siste r in her a fflict ion, is our prayer,
for Christ sake .

CONSTITUTION.
1St. T his U nion sha ll be kno wn as th e Bethel Union Meetin g,

and sha ll be compose d of not mor e tha n three me ssengers fro m each
ch urc h co mp osing th is Union , wh o sha ll bear a letter from the ir re
spe cti ve ch urches cer tifying thei r appointment, the n umber baptized
d uri ng th e year preceed ing , receiv ed by lett er, restored, di smissed by
letter, excl uded or dea d: a lso the total number in fellowship a t th e
tim e of se ndi ng said let ter. .

zd . All members of the churches composing th is U nion , known
to be in good standing with th eir churches a t the tim e wh en assern
b led, may be invited to seats as correspo nde nts , b ut none shall be al-
low ed to vote except brethren se nt by th e ch urches. .

3(\. T his U nion sha ll have a Modera tor and Clerk, to be ch osen
by th e members present, and ho ld their offices until the ne xt election.

4th. Chur ch es pe tition ing for membersh ip will be admitted on
giving sa tisfac to ry evi de nc e of th ei r being of th e same faith and order
with churc hes composing th is Union.

5th . It shall be th e duty and privi lege of thi s Union Meeting to
receive a nd extend correspondence to all Primitive Ba ptists wh o may
d esire such correspondence by manifestin g the same.

6th. T his U nion Meeting shall ha ve no power to adv ise the
c hurches or to maint ain th e uni on of the same by exercise of dis cipli
nary power ov er the m . It is th e d uty of the chur ches of th is Union
to a ttend to that matter acco rd ing to the gospel rul e as laid down in
the t Sth cha pter of Matt hew .

7th. Any chur ch being repor ted to thi s U nion as being het ero
d ox , eithe r in faith or pra ct ice after proper labor bestowed b y sister
c hurc hes, shall be dropped from thi s U nion unti l suc h ch urc h shall
give satisfactory evid enc e to th e complaining churches of her repen
te nce, and sha ll be so repor ted to this Union, at which time such
church may. be aga in enrolled .

8th. This Union M eeting sha ll have power to ap point an an nua l
meeting, having an eye to the genera l good of all the churc hes com
pos ing this Union.

oth , This U nion sha ll hav e no othe r articles of fa ith than that
which eac h chu rc h co mposing this Union has, and whi ch each mem
ber co mpos ing this bo d y has already end orsed , and to which he is
ame nab le in th e ch urc h of which he is a member. '

l oth. We hold as a pri ncip le that neither the inst itutions or the
traditions of m en ar e necessar y for the develop ment of the church,
a nd are unwarranted by the Scri ptures, and hence are forbi dden .



D ECO RU M .
Art icle I. T his Uni on shall be opened and closed with prayer.
A rt. 2 . T he Moderator sha ll invite visiting mini sters an d mem-

bers to seats. .

Art. 3· T he Moderator shall ha ve the same privilege of speec h
with any other me mb er of the bod y, provided his sea t be fi lled; but
sha ll have no vote excapr there be a tie.

Art 4· T he ge nera l prin cip les of ord er as em bodied in these
words, " Let a ll things be done decently a ud in order and unto edify
ing ," will be expe cted and requ ired of each mem ber or visitor or cor
respo ndent.

Art. 5· In ha rmony with these ge nera l principles each brot her
who speaks on any subje ct under considera tion by the U nion Meet
ing will be exp ected to rise from his seat and address the. Moderator,
and he shall not be interrupted while speaking unless he departs from
th e subjec t.

Art. 6. T he Clerk shall keep a regular record of the proceed ings
of each Union Me eting by carefully preser ving a full file of minutes.

List of Ch urches, wit h D el egates.
H igh Shoals-J. M. Childs, 'F . Gard ner , Edgar Childs.
Coun ty Li ne-John E . Duke, W. Z. Ga rdn er, ]. W. Willis.
Mount Pl easant-T. J. H ead, R . Fr eeman, 1. C. .\' ichols.
Ramah-Not repr esen ted . E benezer-Not represented.
U nion-T o Dumas, 11. Dumas, H . F . Willis.
Concord- J . M. Mad den , J. F. Mad den.
New Fellowsh ip-John M cCord .

Ordained Ministers. "
T. J . H ead, W. Z. Gardner, J ohn E. Duke, Robert Freema n,

Moses Dumas, 1. C. Ni chols.
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