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MINUTES. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER '30. 1853. 
T1m introductory Sermon was deliverPd by Elder L. 

ry, from Acts 20th ~h. and 28th verse, "Take hee.d to thyself," 
&c. Afte.r a short recPss the Delegates assembled in the house. 
Elder J.M. Webb prayed. 

1st. Rf'ad letters from 28 Churches an<l minuted the 29 
Churches, amJ enrollPd tlH' Deligales' names. Ebenezer Church 
having hep,n <li\'ided. about thP Ordn of the Sons of Ternper-
ttncP, each party sending up letters and Delegates claiming to 
he the Church. Af'tn considerable discu~sion tbe following 
motion was made hy bro. T. DFivis. and unanimously agreed 
to, To rective neithFr of tbe parties. as th~ Church, until a 
committee of tbirtPen (a majority of whom shall f\ct) go to Eb-
enezer on Friday the 201 h day of October, and labor to recol-
cile the parties, if possible; if not. to hen.r all !ht' e\·ide,ice, so 
as to determine which 1mrty acts nl:!arPst in accordance with 
t.he Scripture, Baptist Constitution l:rnd usage-and if the 
committee determine in favor of the minority, and the majority 
refuses to take the counsPI of the committee, the committPe is 
<lire.cteJ to letter the minority to other Churches or constitut•~ 
them into a Church if they third\'. best. 

Then upon motion, the Mocle.rator \'l.'as appointed one of said 
cornmittet>, and he announc<,d the following brethren to act 
with him, (which 11nnounct>mf-'nl was unanimously concnrred in 
hy tbe Association.) viz: L. M'Cu~ry. 13. Bruce, J. C. Grayson, 
I-I. Colbre1Hh. J. BPrge, T. Davis, E. L. Taylor. W. Fortune, 
M. Koon. Rich'<l Whitesides. D. Walker and J.M. Hamhleton. 

2d. Elected Elders J. M. Webb. Moderator. a.rid 11 Bruce, 
Clerk. 

3d. • On motion. Elder J. M. WAhh had leave 9of absenc:e for 
evening, by filling the chair hy Elder L. M'Curry who_ wirh 
tbe Clerk, and brothers T. Davis, W. Fortune and El-
der W. Harri!, constitute an arranging committec.1. 
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4th. Invited Churches of our order to join us. Mt. Pleas• 
ant church accepted,. and bP.in~ found orthodox, by an exami• 
nation, was received and the delegates' namP-s enrolled. 

The Association then adjourned till 10 o•clock to-morrow 
morning. Elder T. Carlton prayed. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER I. 
MET according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder L. M'-

Currv. 
The arranging- committee reported and were discharged. 
1st. Called the Roll; read the Rules of Order, and the Min• 

utes of yf'. lerday. 
2d. CallerJ for correspondence, and received from the Ca• ; 

ta.wba River. (>11l(i Minutes sincP., of J.C. Grayson.) by Elder 
'r. Carlton. and brothers P. Warlick and J. Benifield. From 
the Tyger R1vf~r. hy Elders A. Dill and 8. Page, a letter and 8 
copies of jifmutes. From the Salem.-Elder H. W. Patterson, 
witli a letter, (Minutes since received from J. H. Allen.) 

3d. Invited visiting ministering brethren to seats. 
4th. The following Committees were appointed by the 

1\fod,,rator: 
ON FrNANCE.-Bro'rs J. Wilkey, W. Hllrril and W. Fortum~. 
ON UNroN MEETING,-Brothers B. E. Rollins. A. Paggett aod 

B. Lec!better. 
5th. The following brethren were appointed hy the Mo~e-

Tf\tor, to write to corrf'1'1ponding Associations: B. Bruce to write 
to the Broad River; Elder A. Paggett, and brothers R. Pinner, 
A. Lancaster a11d Wm. Cole, MessP-ngers. L. M'Curry to writR 
tu the Salem; Elders A. Paggett. B. Bruce and J. Wilkey, and 
hrother W. Fusl.t>r, Messengers. B. E. Rollins to write to the 
Ty~~r River; Eldt>rs A. Paggett. J. M. Webb, and brother J. 
M. Hamhleton, Me!!i~engers. J. W. Green to write to the Ca• 
tawba, EldP-r J.C. Grayson, and brother Benj. Taylor, MesSf'!O• 
J!f>l'S, T. D~vis to ritR to rhe King's Mountain; Elder W. 
Harrill, and brothers B. H. DoggP-tt and H. Pagget, Messengers. 

6th. El~cted Eifler J. M. Webb to prepare a circular let• 
ter for our next meeting,. and elected Elder J. C. Grayson ~o 
preach the next iotruduciOry sermon-Elder J.M. Webb bis 
hlternate. 

7th. The Circular letter prepared by Elder J.C. Grayson 
was read and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be pub• 
Jished. 
. 8th. On motion, elected El,1er L. M'Curry to preach a 

Missionary sermon and t· ke a collection to-morrow; also elec• 
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tP-d Elder B. E. Rollins to preach in the forenoon, and Elder H. 
W. Paftt'r on in the afternoon. 

9r h. The committee on Union Meetings reported r he fol. 
)owing and was dischargt>d: The Union Meeting, for the first 
District. to lw held with Mount Sion Church, to commence on 
~aturday he fore the fourth Lord's <lay in March, 1854,-Elders 
B. E. Rullin..:. J. M. Webb, J.C. Grayson and B. Bruce ro at-
tend. The Mt>t-ting in the si>cond District to be held with the 
GrPe.n Ri\'Pr Church. To cummt>nCA on S11turday before tlie se-
cond Lord's day in May, 1854,-Elders _B. Bruce, H. Colbreatn 
and L. M'Curry to alli>nd. The. Mt>eting in the third District 
to be h,·l, \vitb thP, Bill's CrPek Church, ro commence on ~tlt-
urd11y twfore. the. t bird Lord"s day in June, 1854,-Elders A. 
Pagget. J. ;\J. vVf'bb and B. E. Rollin~ to attend. 

101h. Cot sider·,~d peririons from Churches: 
1 ·t. From Rock Spri ng.-For the next mP-eting of this body 

to he twiti with I hrn1, \/1 hich was grantf'd. Rock Spring is 12 
milf's Wt'.'! ot llutherfordron. Thf'l meeting to commence at 11 
o'clock, A. M , Frnl,iy lwfore tht> first Lord's day in Oct. 1854. 

2d. Pt'l1tion from Pi._g11h, for a IP-teer of dismission to join 
the Catawll;-t River A:-:-ociation, which was granted. 

3d. p .. , i I ion from Br~ ~pring. for a letter uf dismission to 
join the K "~ ... • i\Ju1.11tain Association, which was granted. 

I Ir h. T )0 I\ ll p Q II t-r j t-' • : 

1st. F1 om 1 lou111 Vernon Church.-H-1w long shall a hro-
ther, afin cc1.lliog tor a lt>tt1-r of di:-imission, irnd ohta1ning it, hold 
il under an. ir<·um lance, tbat ~rns noI joined some otlit>rChurch. 
Answer. As a trl ~ni!1t>r r.ecei,·ing- letter-is still suhject to rbe 
discipline ol th<> cliureb granting ti, until recPived by anotb,..r 
church. th time is immate1 ial, sn long as tbe. church is sati~tied. 

2<l. Q1Jer) troru Canf' C,e,.,k Church.-H,>w Jo11g shall a 
brother b' ut1dP1 the w,-1tcli car,• of a cl1urcb, hefort> he comt>s 
in foll f }Jo\\'.·hii. who rno\'es from one part of the country to 
another ·illH.1Ut t:t idler·? 

On m tl~n, t!,e :-.~(Jci?.t ion 11djourned ti]) IO o'clock ~1~nd<l y 
morning. Elder T. C111 !ton pn •. r,,d. 

LORD'S DAY, OcTonER 2 . 
. THE brethren appoini1,d prc>nclwd 1:1ccord111g-to tht'lr ap-

pomtmenr., to av i"} 1:.-tr}!e ;-i11d ordt'rl~· co11gn:gation. A col-
ection wa. tal,erj, amuu11t111r 10 $21.37½, 

.J.1Oi\DA Y, OCTOBER 3. 
Pi ~Jc by the Moderator. Called -



t.hA Roll; marked absentees. and read the minutes of the pre, 
vious days; then proceeded-

lst. To take up the unfinished business of S1tturday • nnd 
the following answer to thfl Quny from Cane Crfl .. k Church 
was ~dopted: A~s. We rP-cognise no such custom amongst the 
Br1pt1sts, to receive mP-rnhers under the watch care of the 
Church without a recommPndfltion from a Church of our order. 
V:'e advise Churches in our union, however, to us~ every con-
sistent means to procure letters for such ag!J'rieved persons at 
as n;:1.rly time as they conveniently can. " ' 

• 3c1. QuP-ry from Mount Sion.-H as, or hRs not the Associa-
tion a right to withdraw from a Chusch who win not take her 
ad vice 7 Ans. Yes; trre Association htt.s such a right t.o with'! 
draw from a Church, according to th~ condition!i contained in 
thfl following Constitution. (S~e the Constitution at the last 
of thP.se ~1inutPs,) 

2d. Consr<ln~11 RPsolntions. 
Rflsolotion 1st. Offered by brother T. Davis, and unani-

qiousl~ adopted: 
WhP,rei:1s, r ht>rf' f'Xists l?r~nt destitution in our Churches in 

rrgJtrd to Sahh;.itb Sdwol's: Th~refore 
H...-solved. Th11t thi:-t Association recommend to all the Chur-

c!ws composing this hody. to orgRnize Sabbath Schools at their 
~'l?Spf'cti\'fl Churche~. and that they self"ct suitahle pious ~uper.• 
JntPndants and teachns to conduct said Schools, Rnd that tbtt 
Churches report upon the suhjP.ct Rt our next meeting. 

Reso!ution 2d. Otfered by Elder L. MrCurry,. and unanf-• 
mously adopted: 

Resol vedt That our thanks are herehy t,mdP-red to the breth-
N>n and friends of thi's neighborhood, for thf'ir. kindness and 
hospitality toward us during t~is s"ssioo. 

Rf:'solution 311. Offered by brother J. W. Morgan, and unsn-
imously adopted: 
.. R~solved, Tha_t our Clerk supninttmd thA printing and dis.-

tr-1hur 10n of the M mutes as usual and retail) ten dol~ars c,ut or 
the funds for his servicP-s. 

4th. The Financial Committee reportl'!d 825,98 ctSJ received 
from Churches, as sho\¥0 in the table of Cb.urches. The Com-
mitteP. was discharged. 

5rh. The Book CommiUe~, hy their chairman, Elder J. M. 
Webb, submitted r.heir RPport, which was received;. on 
motion, the CommittP.e wa~ continued for another year, and di-
rected to pay Elder J. M. \Vehb, depository agent, 5 per cent. 
,on the books sold, for his services. 
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6th. Read and adopted Corresponding letters. 
7th. Elected Elders J. M. Webb, B. Bruce, L. M' urry-

·and B. E. Rollins delegates to the Westt•rn Baptist Convt-11tion.; 
and paid the money collected into the hand of our Clerk, nd 
directed him to pay it over to the Board of Managns at their 
semi annual Meeting, to be applied to Home MissiOns. 

The Association adjourned to the time and place appointe,},. 
after reading and adopting the Minutes of the day. EldPr A,. 
Pagget prayed. 

J. M. WEBB, Moderator .. 
B.-\ILEY BRucE, Clerk. 

OillCULAl\ LETTEB. 
THE GREEN RIVER U,NITED BA:PTIS'1 .A.SSOCIATION; TO ntl 

CHURCHEti tN UNION. 
:DEAR BRET'fIRE111 : Agreeable io the direction of our last ~'/' 

.sociation, we address you en Mat. 12ch. 4345. "When the un .. 
clean spirit is gone out of a man, he walkelh throcgh dry pl&-• 
ces seeking rest and findeth, none. Then he aaith I will re.• 
turn into my bou~ from whence I eame out, 11.nd when he ia 
come, he findeth it empty, swept and 9.arnisbed. Then go&l)l 
be, and taketh with bim!elt anen other spirits more wicked 
tbar. himself, and they enter in and dw•ll there; and ihe las..t 
~tate of that man is worse than lhe first. E•en so shall it he 
also, unto this wicked generation." ly 1he unclean spirit, ff.I 
meant satan, the old serpent. &be de•il;who by the Jews use(J 
to be called M here, the unelean apiria. .A.s be is the cau1e Q.f-
uncleanness in men, and delights in 11nolean persons plac•• 
and things. His goiog out ef a man, ua not ,o be understood of· 
bis being dispossMsed of.the bodies of men, nor of bis going by 
force, through the power of diTiae gr•ee, ou.t of the souls of 
men, bat of bis leaving the Jews for a while, in some sort while 
Christand the gospel were among them, and of bis going ou1 

· «>' the scribes and Ph~risees, aot ~ally but puuing on another 
form, appe.aring as an angel of Hibl. ~µd undar the guise of 
bolliness and righteousness. • And·so he may be aaid to go mtl 

, of men, when any outward reformation is made in them, and 
the~ take up a profession ofreligion, though destitute of lb. 

_aavmg grace of God. 
• Like Simon Magus, Acts S, 13-~j, who pro.fessed k> belieM 

,.,nd was baptized. who offered the apostles money, ,bat 011 
-whomsoever he laid bis hands, he might receive the Holy Ghoa) 
.. by which Peter perceived that bis heart w11s not right in t~ 



ST.A.TE OF CHURCHES. 

CHURCHES. POST OFFICE. 

I Head lstBroad Golden Valley, 
2 Ebenezer, Logans Store,. 
3 Concord, WP-bh's Ford, 
4 Big Spring, Dunkin's Creek, 
5 Walls, Webb's Ford, 
6 Pisgah, Golden Valley, 
7 Mount Vernon Rutherfordton, 
8 Cane Creek, Pat.tan's Home, 
9 Mount Zion, Dunkin's Creek, 

IO Shiloah, Rutberfot'dton, 
11 Green's Creek, Sandy Plains, 
12 Green River, Cooper's Gap, 
13 Silver Creek, Do. 
14 Cooper's Gap, Do. 
15 Holly Spring, Arrow Wood, 
16 Rock Spring,

1

.Cooper's Gap, 
17 Packolet, Horse Crflek, 
18 Pleasant Hill, Rutherfordton, 
19 Bethel, Sugar Hill, 
20 Round Hill, Minorsville, 
21 Mountain Cr'k, Rutherfordton, 
22 Bill's Creek, Cedar Creek, 
23 harmony grove Dysartsville, 
24 montsford cove Sugar Hill, 
25 sulphur springs Webb's Ford, 

6 Cool Springs, Do. 
'J Rutherfordton, Rutherfordton, 

Bethlehem, 101d Fort. 
Mt. Pleasant,' Webb's Ford. 

I 

C ,-i,~~,~r~ 
?"' Dele;~tes' i Names. , E'·1 ;· E· 

l
(':)('1)~":)~. 

SUPPLY. 
'?- • 

Cb ::,- ;:$ 

~- Ordained Ministers in small caps. Licentiates in Italics.

1 

,: ~- • 

1~ *Denotes absence. I j 1 1 

[I: 
BE Rollins, 

G W Rolins, 
BE Rollins, 
J Lf"atherman, 
J M Webb, 
BE Rollins, 
L McCurry, 
W Harri!, 
None 
A Padgett 

2 
1 

3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 

2 
H W Patterso111, 4 
B Bruce, 4 
D Pannell, . 2 
BBruce 4 
NP Corn, 4 
J M Webb, 1 
B Broce, 2 
J M Webb, 1 
G W Rollins, 2 

JC Grayson, 

A Padgett, 

I 
W Harrill, 
J M Webb, 

None, 
W Harril. 

3 

t/ 
41 

I 3( 

2/ 

B-E-R.oLLINs, WFortune, J H Jones, ai1d JG Fortune, 
Paidi'by L. Deck. 

J. Davis,~ 
J W Murry, J M Chitwood BA Jenkin ·,JC Latamore 
J Berge, J W Green, 
J Tallent, 
J V Whiteside, D Walker! J M Allen, and H Horton, 
D S McC'urry, B Taylor. 
L McCuRR-Y. JG Diviney, [B GrePn. 
E Bradh•y, P C Sparks, H. CULBREATH, J WILKEY and 
H Padgett,, 
J M Hambleton and W Forster, 

· Jas. Jackson and John Jackson, 
Lewis Cowart and E Lynch. EK BLANTON* 
A PADGETT, A Lancaster, L I{ Lancas,er, 
B BnucE, N Wbiteside, and R Whit ide 
MD Corn, 
E L Taylor, R BaLen, 
J A Reel and P Morgan, 
M Koon. H Keter, 
J T·Lewis and M Barris, 
B Ledbetter, P Flinn and J Crofford, 
J C GRAYSON.BP Simmons, 
M Hall, J W Morgan, 
BR Doggett, Wm. Role, and JC le 
\iVM. HARRILL, W Goode, R Pinn r, 

l :,r : i1 gl : 1 :g 
1 3 0 8 2 0 49 80 

24 0 3 5 0 1101175 
0 5 0 6 l 1 86 150 
0 0 600116 0 28 45 

19 13 0 311 0 lJ 61 J 50 
4 0 o 0 1 0 84 l 00 
l 2 l 0

1 

7 2 62 145 

: t f g1 
0 I O 8 l I 48 70 

t g t g :g1 l 
12 3 0, 01·0 1 53 70 

l 3 Of 1 0 0 l 71 55 
0 1 l O 2 0 26 60 
1 2 o, oj o o 22 75 
2 :2 3 0 I O O 43 1 7 5 
6 3 0 3 1 0 621112 
l O O 1 O l 39 70 
4 () 0, 512' 0 1491 85 
1 0 2' O O O 28 70 

6 1 0 21 2
1
1 01 60 140 

0 4 0 3 0 1 30 62½ 

J M WEBB, T Davis aud S .M We ls, 
J W RoBERSON* J Ross and N. outb.er, 
Samuel Bo tic, W S Hill. 

2 5 1 35
1 

o I o 58 125 
o o o 1 o ol 22 50 

I 
1/ o o o/ o/ 01 29 75 
1 o: 9 01 0. 01 26 50 

l105/t;5,l8,8711!101595 2598 
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MINISTER'S NAMES AND ADDRESS. 

J. 1\1. Webb, Rutherfordton, 
J. C. Grayson, Dysartsville, 
Lewis McCurry, Dunkins C,eek, 
Bailey Bruce, Cooper•~s Gap, 
Alanson Padgett, Sandv Plairas, 
Wm. Harril, Webbs Ford, 
Henry Colbreath, " " 
/oah Wilkey, Rutbe.rford!on, 
l. W. Robeeon, Black Mountain, 

.l.ICENTIATES AND ADDBBH. 

Benj. Taylor, Pallone Home, 
E. K. Blanton, Coopere Gap .. 

11 

sight of God, that be was in the gill! of bittt•r· :,,s, 
of inPquity. And like Hymenius aud Alf> au <"I". "h1 h,, 
away holding faith an<l a good conscie.nce. nd conc..,.r-i•n. the • 
faith. made shipwreck, 1 Tim. 1. 19. 20. Which d,, ... :,; ot m• 
ply that they eve,r had a good consciPnc' or lait!. ~at 
may be put away, which was neve h1:tn; th,· JP b'" - -\S• 
-ph~mP-d and contradicted, and never rPcei ,,d thf' • • oC 
God, are SH.id to put it from them. s~e A ,ts 13 46 1 ,•r~ ho 
.same word is used as here, and signifies to ref us,- 01· ,.,j'"'t" • ny 
.thing with detestation and contempt. Concerning th.- , ..... 1th 
have mttde shipwreck, which d~signs not the grac,~, t I b& 
doctrines of faith, which men mBy profoss. anti full off h)rm, 
fln<l entirely drop and lose, as the!e men did. And likP Jlldas 
]scariot, one of the twelve tlpostles, whom Christ ct1ll: fevil. 
John 6, 70.71, Anrl the Evange\ist, C6II • a thi~f; six da s he, 
.fore the passover, Christ came \o Bethany, there tht•y mad& 
him a supper, at which Mary anointed tht1 feet of Jesus. witb 
very costly ointment, and wiped hi~ feet with her hair. Juda,t 
_~aid why was not thi~ ointment !old for three hundred pence 
11nd given to the poor. This he eaid not that he cared for the 
poor, but beeause he was a thief, rLnd bad the bag, and bare 
what was put therein, John 1~, l.Ht Thus we see that h!t. 
was a devil, that is like the de•il, who WM a murderer from, 

_the beginning, and a liar and the father of it, John, 8 44. A---nd 
a thief and that he cared not for the poor, which proYes to a 
rlemonstrl\tion, that he was a bad man, before satan is said to 
enter into him, John 13 27. And there is no proof that he ever 
was a good man; but sata.n the e•il spirit returned into bht 
house, from whence be came oul, when Jesus ,,;a•e him th"' 
sop, and stirr~d up bis luets, so that he betrayed Christ, •nd th~ 
last state of that man is worse thau the ftrst. And the above. 
named Simon MRgus. Hymenius and Alexander, are in th,' 
same predicament. There bas been a difference of opinion, 
.with some, whether it is the unclean spirit, or the man, that~ 
\valketh through dry places seeking rMt and findetb none, an<} 
that returneth into his house, &c. The gramatical construe,• 
~tion of the passage, shows clearly that it is the unclean spirir, 
and not the man- Referring to a prevailing notion among th• 
Jews, that unclean spirits walk in, and hl\unt, desert and deso~ _ 
late places. And may have regard to tbe gentiles amona: 
_whom satan might go seeking rest and satisfaction among 
lbem, in their idolatries and other wickedness. Till he wa,, 
tl1ere also disturbed by the gospel sent among them. In I Pe~. 

ler 5.8 we are told that the devil as a roaring lion, walketh 
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about seekin~ whom he may devour." Or by these dry pln-
ces may he meant the saints, am.,ng whom he takes his walks 
in ordP.r to distress them by temptation, being secure of phari-
saical persons. And thest=t may be so called, not for what 
they are in themselves, for they have a well of living water in 
them; and are watered hy the Lord; but for what they are. to 
the Dncle11.n spirit, there heing nothing in their grace, and thP 
exerci ·e of it, and in tbeir spiritual performances, grateful to 

*Ree Dr. Gills eJCposition on Mat. 12; 43 45. 
him. n >r were there in them th~ mire and dirt of inPquity to 
roll in;~ s in unregenate persons. therefore he is represented, as 
seeking re:l an findeth none. His view in walking in these 
p'lacPs. or among such persons~ is rest, not the rest of the saints 
he set-"ks th ir isturbance. hut his own rest, which is to do all 
the misc ir->f he can, b. • Mirring up corruption, tempting to sin, 
and l>) di~couragmg the exercise of grace, but is not able to do 
as much misclm~f. as he would: and cannot find the rest he 
seeks foi·. 'ee Job. I, 6,7 and 2. 2.3. 

Th, .. n he ·ait I will return into my house from whence I 
came t rnto t e scribes and Pharasees, outward professors of 
rt!igion, vvho notwitb ·tanding their outward reformation, and 
great pretensions to hollint>ss, arc Satans house still. And 
though h s<1ys from whence I came out, yet he never really 
and properly qnitted it, only seemrngly, and in appearance, he 
now throws off the guise, re-assumes his former character, as 
a vicious and unclean ~pirit. 

.And when he is come he findeth it empty, of God, of the 
true knowledge of him, and love to him. of Chrisr, of faith in 
him, of the spirit of God, and his1graces, and of .spiritual inter-
nal religion. and powerful godliness. Swept not with the spir-
it convincing of sin, righteousness and judgmeut, but with the 
bosom of an outward reformation. And garnished with secret 
lusts and corruptions for this unclean spirit, with some show of 
morality, an observance of some external rites and ceremonies 
and a few hypocdtical performances, of fasting and prayer, 
which satan can very well bear with, so long as the heart is 
~mpty of spiritual grace. Then goeth he and raketh to himstlf 
;even other spirits, more wicked than himself, this may denott'\ 

a large number of devils, seven being a number of perfection, 
or else the various corruptions of a man's heart, the swarms 
of internal lusts, which are there stirred up by satan. As 
these are more pernicious, than the devil himsell. And they 
enter in and dwell there. Tbat is though they 'fv re here be-
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fore, now they exert and show themselves, and such mPn ap-
pear to be under the power and go\·ernment of them. When 
Jeaving thr.ir se6rriing religion, and holiness, they "return like 
the do~ to his own vomit again, and the saw that was washed 
to her -wollowing in the mire." They become more wicked 
than they were before they made pretensions to rt>ligion. As 
such apostles generalJy, are more ~xtra\·agant in sinuing, and· 
are seldom recovered by repentance, and their last Pnd is eter• 
nal damnation. "For if aft,er they have escapPd the pollutions 
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein. and overcome, 
the latrer end is worse with them than the beginning.' Sec. 2 
Peter 2. 20. 21.22. 

Even so shall it be also unto this wicked· generation. From 
this application, the parable or above relation, seems primarily 
to refer to the fickle minded jews in general, and the scribes 
and Pharisees in particular. Who pretend to be very religious 
outwardly, when the Lord declared that they were like whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outside, but are 
within full of dead men's bones, and of 11H uncleanness, Mat. 
23.37. They .~vanted to see a sign or some miracle from 
Christ, and because they were not gratified in their own way 
they finally ~aid crucify him, crucify him ; his blood he upon 
us and our 'Children. And brought wrath on themselve8 to 
the utmost. i So they were destroyed, soon after from being 
a nation. And have been "by word and a reproach among the 
nations; wh~re they are scattered. 

It is tbou#;{bt by some that this passage is susceptible of an in• 
dividual application. And that the wicked disposition of a 
man, is here represented by an unclea.n spirit, who could leave 
and return to the man at pleasure. That is intended to repre-
sent a person who under conviction of sin, makes good resolu-
tions, and partially reforms, but like the stony ground hearers, 
"he be,neth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it. Yet 
hath he no root in himself. hut dureth for a while, for when trib-
ulation or persecution arise th, because. of the word by and by be 
is otfened.'' Mat. 13, 20.21. And the las~ state of that man is 
worse than the first. For there is a great difference between 
the devil going out of a person, and being driven out. A per-

• son may join a church under deception thinking he has religion 
when the ·unclean spirit, is only gone out; but he has no enjoy-
ment ther-e. And he may continue so for a time, when the un• 
clean spirit returns and finds it empty, of aJI good that is his 
heart, and garnished with secret lusts, there he goeth and tak-
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about seeking whom he may devour." Or by these dry pln-
ces 1TH y he meant the saints, am.,ng whom he takes his walks 
in ordP.r to distress them by temptation, being secure of phari-
saical persons. And these may be so called, not for what 
they are in themselves, for they have a well of living water in 
them; and are watered by the Lord; but for what they am to 
the uncle11.n spirit, there being nothing in their grace, and thP 
exerci ·e of it, and in tbeir spiritual performances, grateful to 

*Ree Dr. Gills eJtposition on Mat. 12; 43 45. 
him. n >r were there in them th~ mire and dirt of inequity to 
roll in; as in unregenate persons. therefore he is represented, as 
seeking re:l an< findeth none. His view in walking in these 
plact>s. or among such persons~ is rest, not the rest of the saints 
he set--ks th ir isturbance. hut his own rest, which is to do all 
the misc j,-,f he can, b_-Mirring up corruption, tempting to sin, 
and l>) discouraging the exercise of grace, but is not able to do 
as much miscb1r-f. as he would: and cannot find the rest he 
seeks fo1·. 'e(> Job. I, 6,7 and 2. 2.3. 

Th, .. n he ·ait I will return into my house from whence I 
came r. rnto t e scribes and Pharasees, outward professors of 
religion, ho notwithstanding their outward reformation, and 
great pretensions to hollint>ss, arc Satans house srill. And 
though h s<1ys from whence I came out, yet he never really 
and properly quitted it, only secmrngly, and in appearance, he 
now throws off the guise, re-assumes his former character, as 
a vicious and unclean ~pirit. 

.And when he is come he findeth it empty, of God, of the 
true knowledge of him, and love to him. of Christ, of faith in 
bim, of the spirit of God, and his1graces, and of ~pi ritual inter-
nal religion. and powerful godliness. Swept not with the spir-
it convincing of sin, rightt>ousness and judgmeut, but with the 
bosom of an outward reformation. And garnished with secret 
lusts and corruptions for this unclean spirit, with some show of 
morality, an observance of some external rites and ceremonies 
and a few hypocritical performances, of fasting and prayer, 
which satan can very well bear with, so Jong as the heart is 
-,mpty of spiritual grace. Then goetb he and raketh to himstlt' 
,even other spirits, more wicked than himself: tbis may denotf\ 

a large number of devils, seven being a number of perfection, 
or else tbe various corruptions of a man's heart, the swarms 
of internal lusts, which are there stirred up by satan. As 
these are more pernicious, than the devil himsell. A ncJ they 
enter in and dwell there. That is though they 'f.l re here e-
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fore, now thev exert and show themselves, and such mPn ap-
pear to be under the power and go\•ernment of them. When 
leaving thtdr se6rriing religion, and holiness, they "return like 
the do~ to his own vomit again, and the saw that was washed 
to her -wollowing in the mire." They become more wicked 
than they were before they made pretensions to religion. As 
such apostles generally, are more t!Xtra\·agant in sinuing, and· 
are seldom recovered by repentance, and their last t>nd is eter• 
nal damnation. "For if aft,er they ha\ 1e escapt>d the pollutions 
of the worlJ through the knowledge o( the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein. and overcome, 
the latrer end is worse with them than the beginning.' Sec. 2 
Peter 2. 20, 21.22. 

Even so shall it be also unto this wicked· generation. From 
this application, the parable or above relation, seems primarily 
to refer to the fickle minded jews in general, and the scribes 
and Pharisees in particular. Who pretend to be very religious 
outwardly, when the Lord declared that they were like whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outside, but are 
within full of dead men's bones, and of 1111 uncleanness, Mat. 
23.37. They .wanted to see a sign or some miracle from 
Christ, and because they were not gratified in their own way 
they finally ~aid crucify him, crucify him ; his blood he upon 
us and our 'Children. And hrought wrath on themselve8 to 
the utmost.:' So they were destroyed, soon after from being 
a nation. i\.nd have been a by word and a reproach among the 
nations; wh~re they are scattered. 

It is tbou,:ibt by some that this passage is susceptible of an in• 
dividual application. And that the wicked disposition of a 
man, is here represented by an unclea.n spirit, who could leave 
and return to the man at pleasure. That is intended to repre-
sent a person who under conviction of sin, makes good resolu-
tions, and partially reforms, but Jike the stony ground hearers, 
"he hetHeth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it. Yet 
hath he no root in himself. but dureth for a while, for when trib-
ulation or persecution arise th, because of the word by and by be 
is otfened.'' .Mat. 13, 20.21. And the last state of that man is 
worse than the first. For there is a great difference between 
the devil going out of a person, and being driven out. A per-

• son may join a church under deception thinking he has religion 
when the -unclean spirit, is only gone out; but he has no enjoy-
ment there. And he may continue so for a time, whe.n the un• 
clean spirit returns and finds it empty, of all good that is his 
heart, and garnished with secret lusts, there he goeth and tak-
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eth wuh himsPlf i-: ... f'II n1lwr 'J. irits more wicked than himself. 
Th:-i 1 is 't)" <ll-t n t rno.(.{h tu~ influence of rhe devil, yields to 

tht> •:.:r,., lus!' ,>r' thf' fl1•--h. 1h1c 1 are worse to a man than the 
devil hi ·ris ... tf. It It,- hit .. 01 h w .n addicted to swearing pro• 
f-ant-al\· h..,fort.• P.rh· ,s hP- nowt ·,,·up lying drunkenn~ss, un-
cle:-t 1·, P'is. 1-111<1 <' ,.,rv ,i 1ominatiun t • t comes in his wav. Per-
hap, 'lHns A I t>i.·t, • and dt-111 ... s , hr\t t ere is anv God, ~or bere-
aft,~1 • wd i1 r PXt tu im11os;;1hlt! ever to per~uade that man 
to tui n 'lJ'i t,,. 10 1 tn rnli~hHJ. 11d the last stale of that 
·mari , 'n"w ih . th,-. first. 

Tt 1 ""' •· lore. lPt us r 11 Ice r br. 1\ rnoni ion of Paul, "Take heed. 
brt>d1rt'11. IPi-.{ rh,~rn h~ in anv nf\oU an rvil eartof unbelief, in 
deyar1i11g from rhe living G~,rl; h t xhor one another daily, 
Whll ... it is c11.IINI o day; li>:~·t 1111. of you \,e hardened through 
~h d ... c ... irfulnP~s of sin. For e re made p1utakers of Christ 
if w .. holrl thP ht-ginnin~ ol our confidence steadfast unto the 
en?." H f'hr. 3. 12, 13. 14. And a· t hf'rP i great danger of 
be_1n~ d 1•C!Piv ... d 1n ri•ligion, hy the nnc1Pl31l spirit, and our own, 
w1ck 1·d ht>art~. •·Ex~mine ym1rs,-lves whether ye be in the 
fairh.'' For It m· rtMrs riot what our p of~: ·ion is, unless we 
have t->XJ1t!riP-11c,-,d a cha11J!P. of hP11tt. "Ex Ppt a man be born 
again lw ci-innnr ~Pf1 rhe kingdom of God.'. 

BAILEY BRUCE. Cit,rk. J. M. WEBB. Moderator. 

Y._' J'EM OF THE GREEN RIVE1{ BAPTIST ASSO-
CIAT10N. 

A,. I " corn, 11rnio11 of saints, ~o the cornn lni,,11 of churches is a de. 
sira >ii-' 1,le,..ii11g; lo obtain and promote wh,cl'J 10/;!ht tu be the study 
and ( •1 ,t>avor,., .. tall lilt' pt'oplt> ot God. , •ugh churches formed 
on 1 w l!''"l' ... 1 pl,w, ar" indt->pP11dt>nl of Parh o<ltt•r 1n regard to power, 
yet 110 .. ,-1r11·1I~ ,;pt>l:lki11g wirh rt>l,!llrd 111 ,, ,m, 11iun. For as saints 
in gt>111•ral ha,,,, an iodi:-p;nsahle riglit to har(· i11 each other's gifts 
and gr.,-,•,;, s11 lrnv,.. churches i,~ 1hi:-i juir11 L 0.p; "ily. ll is a general 
rule .. lo (I,. good & t'.umm1111ica.tP, forgt>i 1101; ' t• 1. xiii. 16, which is 
appliealdt' i11 d parlicolar rnanurr to ~h,111· 1 s s1wh. 111 order morn 
ampl} to ,11,1,1111 1hi,; t;les::;ing ot comn un11111, • re ought to be a coal. 
iziog, or 111111111,! ,if :,e\'Pral 1·hurd1e,; i111,, "n ,, " ,, so far as their local 
siluatio11 and ,1111t>r circurn:"tatwP!- will ad111i1 }fol as it i!.- impractible 
for all iii..- i11drvirl1Jal rn1-1111ht'rs, hu~ 1,1 :-t • 1"1:l .,, ,.,,d coalize;the church. 
es tshoulrl t'a.-11 r :pPctivt>ly. choose anrl d .. 1;.=-~att' ,;ome of thP-mosl able 
pio11;, 'i11d j111111 111 :. from amo11g th, .. m-,el\'•• .1.nd 11 ,riicularly their min. 
1st<"'"il, to e11nv••11P at ,;uch 1i1rws a11d pl,H:••-1 a:- 11,ly be thought most 
cortd1w1ve to 1h,-, grnat end propo~f'd, to ·1 1 a.'- h ir reprpsentati\·es in 
the :,!f'twral as~ mt,ly Thell' t'-JJ)Pt1,i ..... -•11glit o e defrayed by lhe 
cnurcht> ic wbn .,, nd I h1im. 
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The1e delegates at their fint meeting, are in a formal manner, to 
en-ter into cover.ant with each other as the representatives of the chut.r 
che1, tor the promoting Christ's cau10 in geueral; and the interest of 
the churches they represent in particular. They should then form their 
plan of operations, and fix on th• most proper place and time for mee l• 
i11g in future. 

Ahbough such f\ conjunclion of ehurche, is not expressly comman--
ed in scripture. yet it receives sufficient countenance and authority 
from the light of nature, and the general laws of society ; bnt more c1-

pecially from a precedent establibed by the Apostolic authority; record-
ed Acts u. chap. 

An association lhus formed is a repurable body, as it represents, 
not a city, country or nation, but the Churches of Jesus Christ. It i@ 
by no means to be deemed a superior judicature, vested with coerciv-e 
power over churches. It presumes not to impose its sentiments on its 
constituents, under pain of excommunication. Nor doth il anathema-
tize those who do not implicitly submi~ to its determination ; which 
would be nothing less than spiritual tyranny; and better comport 
with the arbitrary spirit of Popi sh councils, than with that meekness 
which distinguishes the true disciples and humlJle followers of the low• 
ly, yet adored Jesus. The apostles, elders and Lrethren wh0 compo-
sed the first christian councils, presumed not to impose their conclu. 
sions on the church in such a lordly manner, but preferred their deter-
minations with this modest prologue. It seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, an_d to us, to lay upon you no greater burde11s than these ne 
cessary things. Acts xv. 28. The Baptist association arrogates no 
higher title than that of an advisory council; consistent with which 
epi~het, it ought ever to act when it acts at all, wi 1hout intruding on 
the rights of independent congregational churches, or usurpin1J' authori-
ty over them, Mat. xxiii. 10. 12. Nevertheless the associati~n hath a 
natural and unalienable right to judge for itself! what churcbtis shall be 
admitted into confederacy with it, and lo withdraw from all acLR of 
co~munion and f~llowship with with any church so admitted, provided 
said church, obst111ately persists in holding corrupt principles, or in-
dulging vicious practices, notwithstanding all propor endeavors have 
been used to reclaim ii. Eph. v. 7. Rev. xviii. 4. Au association 
when transacting business should proceed in the following manper. 

1st. Always begin and end each session by prayer. (2.) admit 
none as messengers, but itJch as come recomm~u<led by letters, well 
authenticated from the church to which they belong, or from whence 
!hey came. (3.) When a church petitions by letter for admission 
11 approved of, the moderator is to inform the messengers that their 
request is granted and desire them to take seats. ( 4.) All who 
hav~ anything to offor,'are to rise and address the moderator. (5.) 
'Yhile one is speaking the rnst are to be silent, yet all have an equal 
right to 8peak in turn. (6.) No partiality or respect of persons is 
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to be shown. (7.) Every matter should be canvassed with gravity, 
modesty, an<i a si,icere aim after truth. (8.) When all Me not a. 
greed, the matter may he put to a vote, and a majority determine.-
(9.) All q1it>rir.1s regularly sent by the churches, should be ans"1ered 
if possi!Jl,., ( 10. .\ny matter proposed relative to the general good 
of the ch,11 cbes ~hould he seriously attended to. (1 I.) Ever.v tran-
saction ~houltf l,e cornformable to the revealed will of God. (12.) A 
circular letter should be wrote and sent to all the churches in confed. 
eration, •q;pa.i11111g such instruction, information and ad.vice; a may 
be though, no I u11able and with which should be sent the transac. 
tions of the a-,soci;itioo. : 

The b,· 1._iri1' ari:tin,!! from an association and communion of churches 
are man. ; i,1 rpni>ra( it lends lo the maintaining of the truth, order 
and discip!io,. of be gospel. (1.) By it the churhes may have such 
doubts as arise among them cleared, which will prevent d!$putes, xv, 
28, 29· (2.) Th£- will be turnish·ed with salutary council, Pro,. xi 
14. (3.) The ch,m:hes will be mo·re·-closely united in promoting the 
cause and interest ol Christ. (4.) A m~mber who is agrieved through 
partiali1y, or any ot~wr wrongs received from the church, may . have 
an oppo!lu1111y ot applying for direction. (5.) A godly and sound min-
istry will be P11co11rag d, while a ministry that is unsound and vngod. 
Jy, will be dis<>ou1J1t>na.nced. (6.) There will be a reciprocal com. 
mu~_Cl!lion of th~ir gifts, Phil. iv. 15, (7.) Ministers may alternate-
ly"l;lre: se111-:--0u1 to preach the gospel to them who !lre destitute. Gal. ii 
9 .. (S.) A lu.,ge party may draw off from the church by means of an 
intruding rni11ister. or otherwise, and the agirieved may have no way 
of obtaini11g redress, but from the association. (9.) A church may 
become heretical, wllh which its godly members can no longer com-
municate; yet oa.uool t>!Jtain any relief but by the association, {10.) 
Contentions may arise between sistt,r churches whicq the association 
is most likP-ly lo removP., (11.) The churches may have candidates 
for the minh,try properly tried· by the association. These and other 
advantages ari;;.ipg frum an aisociation, must induce every godJy 
church to desire unioo with such a body. But should any stand 
off, it would argue ~ucti- self.sufficiency, and little or no desire after • 
the uni1y of the 8pirit, or '!1utual edification. 

I 
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