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A PROPHECY

The world will soon to ruin go,
With all its boasted pride,

But God who rules the world below
Will surely save His Bride.

The Gentile world will surely end:
By prophets so divine;

And Jews will flourish once again
On Zion’s mountain clime.

When Jews begin to gather home,
We know the time is at hand

That God will surely gather them
In their own native land.

The Gentile world is drifting on
As fast as time can roll,

Back to the state she once did stand
In ancient days of old.

But surely the Heavenly Bride
Will all be gathered in,

By the fullness of the time
- That God has set for them.

We see the churches growing cold,
And very few attend;
But surely faith is still on earth,
And will be to the end.
(Elder) Randolph Perdue.
(written 30 years ago)

Redwood, Virginia

Dear Elder:
I am sending you a Prophecy written
thirty years ago by our beloved Elder
Randolph Perdue, of Rocky mount, Vir-

ginia. I feel well persuaded that he had

clear foresight in writing this poem.
Elder Perdue, who is and has been
moderator of the Pigg River Associa-
tion for thirty-five years, is past eigh-
ty-five years old. Will you please publish
this prophecy in the Signs,.
J. A. Perdue

Evansville, Indiana

Dear Editors and readers of the dear
old Signs:

Dear brethern, if one like I know my-
self to be can be permitted to thus ad-
dress you as brethern; yet there is
something in me that makes me desire
the love and fellowship which is among
the Old School or Primitive Baptists.
When I am graced to meet with them,
it seems that I can feel that sweet love,
which is not like any other, flow from
breast to breast among them, even to
me; and not only there, but when I am
on my lonely watches I am made to
rejoice and praise God who saw fit to
give me an eye to see and an ear to
hear; and I hope I understand.

If it pleases God to give me a mind,
and direct my pen, I will try to write
a few of my thoughts on a Scripture
which I have tried to speak from in the
past. It is found in Revelation 3:20:
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock;
if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.”

The word, “Behold”, as the sound
of a judge’s gavel, means to pay strict
attention, or a fixed mind. Who is he

"that speaks? It is Jesus, the Christ.

Who is he speaking to? Brethern, he is
speaking to the subject of grace, or His
people who were given him in the cove-
nant before the world was. I am at home
alone at the present time, and just a
moment ago I heard an alarm at the
door; and of course, I went in answer
to my neighbor’s call. But, should I have
been deaf, and no one else here to ans-
wer, the poor fellow would have gone
away empty. This is speaking natural-
ly. Natural men receive not the things
of the spirit, neither can he know them,
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for they are spiritual; one must be born
of the spirit before he or she can know
them. Therefore, this knock is spirit-
ual, and he that believeth is born of
God, and he is given spiritual under-
standing. We have no more to do with
our spiritual birth than we did with our
natural birth. When born to our mother
and father of the flesh, we knew no-
thing; but it was not long before the
manifestation of a knowledge of love
of that mother, who answers our cry
and every care, begins to grow and be
manifested, and we receive the fruits
of that love unto knowledge. So it is
with the Spirit, “The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof but canst not tell from
whence it cometh or whether it goeth;
so is every one that is born of the
spirit.” (John 3:8).

Dear ones, the Bible plainly teaches
that God has an elect people. I do not
know who and where they are, except
I do hope that I know a few of them
who are called in my section, the old
hardshells; and brethern, the doctrine
they preach is despised, if not they also.
The Scriptures are written for their
(the elect’s) learning; so the words,
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock,”
are not addressed to the whole Adam
family, as the world is teaching today,
but to this elect and chosen in Christ
in the covenant of redemption before
the world was. But in my city and com-
munity the riches of men’s splendid
work is being preached, leaving the God
of all Grace to receive of them.

It would be well to read the entire
chapter, and see the contents of this
writing to th e churches of Asia, for
they had departed from the ways of
righteousness. The nineteenth verse
reads, “As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore and re-
pent.” So, dear ones, do we not see to
whom the, Behold I stand at the door
and knock, is addressed? Not to dead
sinners, but to those who are dead to the
law, and are alive to the power of God
through his grace. “Be zealous there-

fore and repent”. Are not these words
a comfort to those who feel themselves
to be the chiefest of sinners? Surely
we must be born of the spirit before
we are made to realize that we are sin-
ners: so if we are without chastise-
ments whereof all are partakers, then
are we bastards and not sons.

I know that the world is teaching
that the words of the text are addres-
sed to the human race as a whole; but
it is not so. Who can hear except he first
be given an ear to hear! Who can see in
the darkness! This Scripture does not
say, if any man WILL hear my voice.
The will, so far as man is concerned, is
left out; therefore only he who is born
of the spirit is enabled to hear and open
the door. When that knock comes, it
has a perfect sound different from all
other sounds: it is clear and easy and
pleasant to the ear, and you cannot
help but answer and open the door. You
are forced to say, “Lord, I am a great
sinner. What wilt thou have me to do?
I am unworthy of thy notice. Have mer-
¢y on me, as wretched as I am.” You
feel the yoke of your burden loosed and
you rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory; and you praise the God
of all grace from whom all blessings
flow. Why rejoice in a Saviour’s love? .
You rejoice because your deaf ears have
been opened to the sound of the Savi-
our’s knock, and your eyes have been
given to see the light of the glorious
truth, and understand the glorious doc-
trine of salvation by grace, and grace
alone.

Now let us consider the twenty first
verse. “To him that overcometh” etc.
I fail to see any place for conditionalism
in what is written here. We read in
Revelation 12:11, “They overcame him
(the dragon, or satan, or devil) by the
blood of the lamb, and by the word of
their testimony; and they loved not
their lives unto death.” So we can re-
joice with the great Apostle who said,
“T am confident that He who has begun
a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.” It is Christ
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who by the operation of the Holy Spirit,
begins the good work, and He will carry
it to completion.

Just one more thought and I will
bring this to a close. In the twenty-first
verse there are two thrones mentioned.
“To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as
T also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.” What is a
throne? Naurally speaking, we would
say it is a place or office where a king
sits over his subjects — a place of beau-
ty and splendor. So Christ Jesus is in his
throne and is king over his people, and
the true church is his kingdom here on
earth. It is written that he is head over
all things to the chureh; and we know
that some sweet day (no man knows
when) Christ will deliver his kingdom
unto the Father and He also will be sub-

ject to the Father, who puts all things .

under his feet, that God be all in all.
Therefore, he that hath an ear to
hear, let him hear what the Spirit say-
eth unto the churches. When bowed in
humbleness before the throne of grace,
T ask to be remembered in your prayers.
An unworthly sinner; yet I hope I have
a hope.
Wade Y. Chandler

Bivins, Texas.
To the Signs of the Times,
Dear Beloved:

You will find enclosed money order
for the renewal on my paper. I enjoy
reading the wonderful writings of the
able gifts that the Lord has enabled to
write, and although I feel unworthy to
address them as brethern, I do love
them as brethern and for the doctrine
that they contend for. Sometimes I have
a little hope that it is the same love
that is spoken of in the third chapter
1 John, “Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us that
we should be called the sons of God.”
I am made to feel that this is a differ-
ent love than that of nature, for it is
the love that has been shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost.

1 am sending you a letter which was

handed me. by Deacon L. S. Hill, which
was written to him by Elder R. Ww. -
Rhodes. I enjoyed it so much I would
like for all the household of faith to
have the pleasure of reading it. I had
the pleasure of attending Elder Rhodes’
association and spending the night with
him; and I spoke to him about the let-

" ter and told him I would be glad to see

it in the Signs; and he told me to do as
I saw fit.

I also had the pleasure of attending
four oth er associations; and all the
preaching was in one accord. It was
wonderful to see brethern and sisters
gathered together from different parts,

. and to see the love manifested toward

each other. Those that we had never
met before, when they began to speak
of the wonderful things of God, we felt
that same manner of love toward them
as toward those we had known all our
lives. Someétimes, by the grace of God, I
feel that I can rejoice together with this
beloved people; then again 1 get so low
down in the valley that I am made to
wonder why did T rejoice, and am made
to cry for that sweetness that I may
rejoice again. Then again I am enabled
to say, Praise ye the Lord, O, my soul;
all within me praise His great and good
name. ‘

I must stop here. If I could write the
things which I hope the Lord has giv-
en me, it would be a great joy.

A poor sinner, saved by grace,
(Elder) T. A. Wall

February 6, 1952
Lillie, La.
Mr. L. S. Hill
Biving, Texas
Dear Brother Hill:
I received your veryhighly appreciated
letter today, with enclosed money order
for $13 from the Churches; while I very

_ much appreciate their kindness, yet I

had not even thought of it, and neither
do 1 feel worthy of their kindness and
thoughtfullness towards such an un-
worthy sinner as I feel to be among
God’s people.

Glad that you and family are well as
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usual; We are well for beople our age,
1 guess, at least I feel that our portion
of the goodness and mercy of God is

much more than we deserve. Hope all -

the Bretheren, Sisters and friends are
well and enjoying the rich blessings of
our Lord in the light and the leader-
ship of His Spirit to their comfort and
consolation, as that is worth more than
all things else without it.

I would like to be at your District
Meeting, the Lord willing, and I might
get to come since it is on the 5th Sun-
day, as I don’t know of another appoint-
ment at that time. I am expected to go
to the Church at Lawn, Texas the 5th

Sunday in March, the Lord willing. You

and family come to see us anytime you
can, we are always glad to have you
visit us, our homes, and our Churches.

Now as to your request, I feel very
insufficient to deal with this great sub-
ject, but I feel to know that the Lord
is able to cause us to see it and write it
if according to His will. Now the quo-
tation; “Behold all souls are mine as the
soul of the Father; so also the soul of
the Son is mine, the soul that sinneth it
shall die.” (Ezeekel 18:4) The word soul
is often indicative of the whole or entire
being of man, as in the case of Adam in
creation, it is said that God breathed
into his nostrils, and he became a liv-
ing Soul, also in the case of Noah and
his wife and his sons and their wives,
8 souls were saved by water from the
flood that destroyed the rest of the hu-
man family. We can see that these
Scriptures do not refer to that living
entity, that in many other instances is
indicated, as in the case of the Para-
ble of the certain Rich man who tore
down his old barns, and built greater
barns and said; “Soul, Soul, take thine
ease”, but God said, “Thou fool this
night thy soul shall be required of thee.”

(Luke 12:19:20.) Many places show the ,

same meaning.

So I think that we are to recognize
both applications of the scriptures on
this subject. Yet, I believe that man
was created in the Image of God, and
in that there are three in the triune

God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
there is also three componant parts of
Man, the Soul, Body and Spirit; and I
think this is what is meant where it
says man was made in His image and
likeness. And inasmuch as there are
three divine personalities of the triune
God, there are also three components
or parts of Man. Even though it is clear-
ly taught that the Triune God consists
of God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Ghost, yet there is just
one God, these three are one; the same
is true of man. He is just one, and it
takes all these components to make up
man,

When Adam transgressed in the Gar-
den, in my way of thinking, the entirety
of man transgressed, and the entirety
died that death in trespasses and in sin,
—Soul, Body and Spirit, because God

* told Adam in the day thou eatest, thou

shalt surely die. Adam and Eve were
two Souls that did die, and were driven
out of the Garden, but they both heard
the voice of the Lord God in the cool
of the day, which voice I believe, quick-
ened them into divine life, in Spirit, and
in that sense of the word, to the ex-
tent of their Soul and Spirit, they never
did, nor could sin anymore, because St.
John says, “He that is born of God doth

not committ sin, because His seed re-

maineth in Him and He cannot sin be-
cause He is born of God.” (I Jno. 3:9)
Yet we are not to take it for granted
that they were quickened above and be-
yond sin in Body or flesh; no, in no wise,
because Paul says, “If Christ be in you
the Body (not the Soul) is dead because
of Sin, but the Spirit is life because of
rightousness.” (Rom. 8:10.) Read also
the entire 7th and 8th chapters of Ro-
mans.

Now Adam and Eve’s Bodies never
did die (in the Garden of Eden), na-
turally speaking, but they died in the
sense that God has said, died in sin.
But when God saw fit to quicken them
by His Spirit in Regeneration they were
made alive in Soul and Spirit, but their
Bodies were still dead in their nature in
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trespasses and in sins, and will be till
that glorious day takes place at the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Read
Roman 8:21, 22-23, which shows what I
am trying to set forth. Well, one might
say to me, that part of the man is dead
and part of him is alive, that is true
in the sense we are talking about. I
would also call attention to the same
fact, with the Personalities of the God
in a Triune sense, the holy and immacu-
late Son of God, born of the Virgin
Mary, died, and was buried in Joseph’s
new tomb, while Divinity still lived, and
raised up Jesus in Body after the third
day.

So, if the Triune God could and did
live on while the Son in the flesh was
dead, then cannot, and does it not stand
to reason, that man who was created in
God’s image and likeness, could live in
one sense, in part, and be dead in ano-
ther at the same time. Romans 8:10,
shows the body still dead in the sense
that the Spirit is life. This to my mind
most certainly shows this very condi-
tion, and even though it is very myster-
ious, yet it is a whole Bible truth.

But as Jesus died and was not suf-
fered to continue in that death, so the
children of God, who are born of the
spirit of God, will be caught up and
changed in a moment in the twinkle
of an eye, into that Glorious Immor-
tality in the likeness and image of Je-
sus Christ our Lord. This is the Change
that Job is speaking of where He says,
“All of my appointed days will I wait
till my change comes.” Job was a Re-
‘generated, born again Child of God, and
insofar as he was born of God, he did
‘not .and could not commit sin, because
he was born of God. But the language
of Paul in another place shows why Job
was waiting for another change, that
‘change from corruptable mortality, and
‘carnality of this fleshly nature, as Paul
says in Romans 8:28, where the Bodies
‘are to be redeemed, and changed into
‘the glorious liberty of the Sons of God.
- Now as to Matthew 10:28, Jesus says,
“Fear not them which kill the body but
are not able to kill ‘the soul; but rather

fear Him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in Hell.” This shows that
the soul is at least separated to the ex-
tent that even though man is suffered
to kill the bodies often, yet there is that
Soul which none but God himself can
destroy in Hell, which to me, shows that
the Soul and Body are two of the
three componant parts of man, and I
believe that God’s children, when they
are quickened into divine life in Regene-
ration are at least two thirds alive, and
one third dead, in that the Body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life be-
cause of rightousness. Roman 8:10.

No man can kill that which God has
made alive in this sense; and, on the
other hand, no man can make alive that
which God has imposed death upon, as
in the case of death in trespasses and
gin, as Adam and Eve and all their pos-
terity died in the Garden of Eden. But
God did quicken Adam and Eve of His
own will and power and without any
help, and clothed them with skins,
which showed the Redeemer being of-
fered for them, and in the morning of
the Resurrection, they will all be quick-
ened in Body, and made like the blessed
Saviour, Soul and Body and Spirit which
completes th e Glorified Image of the
eternal God of Heaven and eternal glo-
ry, the same as if there had been no
sin, nor transgression at-all. How I do
long for evidence that I am one of them
who is made alive in Soul and Spirit, as
they are the same ones who:shall wear

‘the image of the Heavenly as they have
_,borne the image of the earthly Adam.

These things are mysterious, but how -

.experimentally and’ scripturally ' true

they are. The Soul and the Spirit of
man are not material substances, ag is

the body that was formed of the dust of

the ground. At death, we find from dif-
ferent scriptures that both the Soul and
Spirit depart from the Body, as in the

‘case of James, where He says; As the

body without" the spirit is dead so is
faith without works, being alone. (Jam-

8'2:26) Another place wheré this same
truth-is manifest is Tuke 8 :55, where it
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is said that she who had been dead, her
spirit came again.

There is also scriptural intimations
that the inward life and entity of soul of
man also departs from the body at
death. Read Luke 12:20. And there are
many others that will prove this same
position. Now I amsurethat thesethings
are deep and mysterious, but I think
we should be willing to search for them,
as the Lord enables us to do so, even
though we know we cannot, and will not
fully understand them, while still here
in this dark and thorny maze of sin and
darkness and trouble.

On one occasion Paul related an inci-
dent that He could not tell whether He
was in the Body or out of it, but, at any
rate, it was when he was caught up to
‘the third Heaven, and saw things un-
lawful to utter. (2 Cor. 12:2-5.) Read it;
it shows that there is recognition and
reality in what ever state he was in at
‘the time, no matter whether in or out
of the Body. So there is great mystery
‘and wonderment about these things, as
T want to call to your mind when we
sleep naturally, we close our eyes, and
yvet the Lord can and does show His peo-
ple great and marvelous things, beyond
description, without any effort on the
part of the body. :

- Now the last passage you ask about
(I Thess. 5:28) reads as follows: “And
the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly (which means entirely, all
parts), and I pray God your whole
Spirit, and soul, and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” This, in my way of think-
ing, means that it will be literally so in a
manifest sense, as the Lord Jesus Christ
made full and complete sacrifice, and fu'-
ly justified them in His righteous and
cleansing blood on the cross, when He
died for His people; and their Bodies
are the last of this triune creature to be
made manifest to be blameless, as Paul
says in Romans 7:25, I thank God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, so then
with my mind I serve the law of God;
but with the flesh the law of sin.” So,
in this last text that you ask about, I

believe that it refers to that time when
this mortal will put on immortality and
this corruptable shall put on incorrupt-
ion; when this natural body shall be
made a spiritual body. This, I think, is
the Prayer that Paul prayed, that all
three of the trinity of man be preserv-
ed blameless.

Now this takes care of what I have
tried to say unto this point. I am going
to say that there is a second death that
is to be experienced by all whose names
are not written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life. (Rev. 20:15.) But we find that
none of those Paul prayed for were in
this number, but they, as I believe, were
(or will be, as we can understand that
better) preserved blameless in Body, as
well as Soul and Spirit, against whom
the second death shall have no power
(Revelations 20:6) ; because they have
part in Christ, and in that regeneration
of Soul and birth of the Spirit, and in
that eternal and immortality of the
glorified Body of Jesus Christ our Lord.
If you will look at Revelation 21:8, you

‘will find this second death to be the

casting away in that lake of fire of all
whose names were not written in the
Lamb’s book of life.

So the whole and the entirety of man,
is and is to be redeemed from sin and
death, and be blameless before God in
Love, as Ephesians 1:4. The difference
in God’s Children and those that are not
in this coming and mighty incident, is
to live wholly again in Righteousness;
and those of the Non-Elect, are to be
raised up to die the second and eternal
and horrible death of eternal misery,
pain and suffering. But God’s Children
are to escape that second death and are
to live Soul and Spirit and Body in God’s
eternal and glorious presence, and the
others are to die forever and ever more,
that is, they are to suffer eternal death
in Hell and torment.

I know that there is a great and seem-
ingly strong argument that the wicked
are annihilated, and cease to exist, and
are burned up and destroyed, but all
such speculation is wholly unauthorized
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in the Scriptures, because we find Jesus
himself, saying in Matt. 25:46, “And
these shall go away into everlasting
punishment; but the rightous in to life
eternal.” Another place where this is
shown is in Mark 9:44; and it also is
Jesus’ language, “Where their worm die-
th not and the fire is not quenched.”
Read also the 43rd verse of the same
chapter. There is abundant evidence
that the wicked will not cease to live in
one sense of the word, and in another
sense of the word, they will not cease to
die, which is mysterious and unexplain-
able in a natural Adamic wisdom sense.

We find in Rev: 14:9-11, it says in
part, “And they shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone, and the.smoke of
their torment ascendeth up forever and
ever.” Be sure to read this last refer-
ence in full; and there are many other
places in Holy writ that agrees that the
wicked eternally die, and that they are
still living and tormented in Hell, The
sense of their death that is under con-
sideration, is that lake of fire, where
they are to be cast and where their
worm of a guilty conscience never is
destroyed, or put out of existence, nor
annihilated.

But the children of God after they
are born of the spirit and after regene-
ration, (despite the fact that body is
dead because of sin). their Soul and
Spirit. lives; and  Jesus proves this
where He said: “He that liveth and be-
lieveth in -me shall never die.” (St. John
11:26) He certainly did not mean that
they would not die in body, but it most
surely does mean that there was some
sense that they would not and could not
die. So my solution .of it is that those
who are born of God, and whose souls
have been made alive, shall never die.
There is one and only one sense in
which the Children of God do die, and
that is they die.in body. I do not mean
that there are not many and varied
deaths that the children die in their ex-
perience. Paul said he died daily. Yes,
experimentally we faint and die from
the highly exaulted state of mind that

the Lord lifts us up to at times; and of-
ten we are left in that low land of sor-
row and death experimentally, but the
Soul doesn’t die. We may sometimes
feel we are gone, but only the Soul
that sineth shall die (second death).
Those who are born of the Spirit doth
not commit sin. Then the flesh, nor the
carnal mind is not born of God. There-
fore, we will die corporally, as James
says, “When sin is finished it brings
forth dead.” So we are sinners in the
flesh, as long as we live because I John
1:8 says, “If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and there is no
truth in us. . .”

So 1 am sure that there are many an-
gles and phases on this great subject
that I have not, and cannot explain; and
maybe I don’t understand any of it, but
I hope what I have written is in har-
mony with the Scriptures; and the ex-
perience of the children of God. I know
that this subject is one in which lots
of our dear bretheren differ on some
points, but the life of the Children of
God in spirit is like that of Christ in
them the hope of Glory, which is indi-
cative of that Immortality of Christ.
And at the coming of the Lord, that Im-
mortality will be that of the whole
Spirit, and Soul and Body. But now this
body is sinful in its nature, and it makes
us mourn and weep and sigh because of
our felt sense of sin.

May God bless you and family, to-
gether with all the household. of faith.
Pray for us. Write again and come to
see us when you have a mind and oppor-
tunity. Give my best regards to all the
brethern. I certainly hope that Brother
Tommy is improved in health.

Cast the mantle of charity over all my
weaknesses, and mistakes, as I am sure
that this article is like I am, it has
many imperfections, in expression if not
in the entirety. : ‘

Your very weak and unworthy bro-

ther in hope of eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

(Elder) R. W. Rhodes
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. Lawrenceville, Georgia
Dear Editors of the Signs:

Pursuant to an invitation in the Au-
gust issue of our paper for readers to
write some good material for publica-
tion, this humble correspondent now
come confessing a desire to do so, and
at the same time readily and willingly
admitting that it is not an inherent pow-
er of this poor creature of the dust to
do so unless our God is in the matter
for good.

Of late my mind has been exercised
upon some scripture found in Paul’s
epistle to the church at Galatia. One
verse reads, “If ye be Christ’s, then are
yve Abraham’s seed, and heirs accord-
ing to the promise.” In the first place,
we would like to note that, while God
has promised many things, the promise
referred to is not one of many promises,
but is one promise — the promise. In-
dicating that all other promises must
stem from it and become subsequent
and subordinate to it. There is not a
single blessing of our God’s abounding
grace toward his children, whether it
be in the past, present or future, which
was not then locked up and preserved

for futurity in the covenant which God

made with Abraham: in which He pro-
mised that in Abraham shall all fami-
lies of the earth be blessed. (Genesis
12:2) And there is not a single recip-
ient of this abounding and saving grace
of our God who is not, in a spiritual
sense, a seed of Abraham; otherwise he
is not entitled to this inheritance.

This, at first thought, may appear un-
true; yet it is true in a spiritual sense.
In Romans 9:8, Paul shows that, “They
which are the children of the flesh,
these are not the children of God: but
the children of the promise are counted
for the seed.” Also, in Romans 2:29,
“He is not a Jew which is one inwardly;
and cirmumeision is that of the heart,
in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of
God.” So then, we can deduce nothing
else than that when a ‘member of any
family; or nation, or denomination upon

the face of the earth, be he a natural
Jew or natural Greek — member of, or
foreigner to, the natural Commonwealth
of Israel, is circumcised of the heart by
the Word of God; (which is the sword
of the Spirit, wielded and directed by
Almighty God to the cutting away of
all fleshly desires, ambitions, and con-
fidences, and to the eternal forsaking
and denying of them in prineiple) ; and
by this same irresistable power is made
to loathe himself and to see himself as
totally unworthy of the mercy of God,
nevertheless secretly hoping for it; and
when this same Spirit testifies in con-
formity and unison with that some time
little, yet ever lively hope within, then
that person has become manifestly a
spiritual Jew, and is, therefore, heir to
the promises of God. (Romans 8:17),
“And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Christ .
Aliens may reform, but God’s work is
not a reformation, but a transformation
and a translation, — a new creature.

As the Mosaical law had only the sha-
dow of good things to come, and not
the very image of the things to come
(Hebrews 10:1), so was the Abrahamic
covenant and the Jewish nation, when
considered historically, but a shadow
which the unborn Christ and his com-
ing kingdom was casting before him. A
shadow will never be found where there
is no intervening substance. Isaac was
the seed of Abraham, and we might say
that figuratively he was the shadow of
Christ, but he was not the substance.

Jacob likewise, and Joseph, and Moses
and David, were shadows of the Per-
fect One which was to come; yet they

themselves were not perfection. So then,

although all these were the lineal seeds
of Abraham, it was in neither of them,
nor any of their immediate sons, that
all families of the earth should be blest.
“Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And
to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
‘And to thy seed, which is Christ. And

_ this I say, that the covenant, that was

confirmed before of God in Christ, the
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law, which was four hundred and thirty
vears after, cannot disannul, that it
should make the promise of none ef-
fect.” (Galatians 3:16-17). Then, now
and at no future time, the Mosaical law
can never supersede the Seed, even Je-
sus Christ; in whom God’s promise to
Abraham has now been fulfilled. The
Abrahamic covenant, as well as the Mo-
saiac covenant, have both been fulfilled
in Christ; and He, therefore, has super-
seded them. He was the substance who
was casting these shadows. “Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and
hath given him a name which is above
every name.” ete. (Phillipians 2:9).
Abraham and his circumcision must
now bow; Moses and his law and cere-
monies must now bow, for the Sun of
righteousness has arisen with healing
in his wings, and all shadows have fled
away.

Dear brethren, our past blessings
which we have received in Christ, we
may recall; our present we may recog-
nize; but what of Eternity? Brethren,
first John 5:11, says, “This is the re-
cord, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son.” “If ye
be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.” Is
this not your hope?

If this is sound, you may publish it;
if not, I would not desire you to.

Yours in hope,
J. B. Dunagan

233 Monroe Avenue,
Camden, Arkansas.
Dear Elder Spangler:

Enclosed you will find check for
which please send the Signs to Mrs. M.
Moran, Thornton, Adkansas, one year,
and give me credit for the balance.

Dear Brother, there is a subject on
my mind which I desire to express my
views on. This subject has occured to
my mind many times in recent months;
it has to do with the three dispensations
of time, but I do not know whether I
shall be able to write my thoughts in
such a way as to be of any worth or
comfort to any of the household of faith.

If you think not, just cast it into the
waste basket and forget about it.

To my mind, the first dispensation
was through all the years of the right-
eous dealing of our blessed Lord with
the Adamic family because of their
manner of living. God looked down and
saw that the wickedness of man was so
great that it caused grief and repent-
ance. (I think there is a vast difference
in grief and repentance, and indigna-
tion and wrath.) So our God brought
destruction by the flood of waters be-
cause of grief and repentance.

Now let us think some on the second
dispensation, and of the righteous deal-
ings of our God with the people of the
earth in giving them promises in a con-
ditional and legal covenant; and in send-
ing prophets and warning his people
what should be their lot, or final end,
if they did or did not keep his com-
mandments; all of which were so plain-
ly given until there was no reasonable
excuse for them not to have kept them,
and obeyed His righteous laws and com-
mandments. .

So now, at the end of the second dis-
pensation, having poured out His holy
wrath and His righteous indignation
many times and in different ways in his
hot displeasure against a stiffnecked
and rebelious people, until in the end
when his righteous wrath and indigna-
tion was satisfied to the extent that
the time now comes for him to make a
new and different covenant, which
should be govened in an entirety differ-
ent manner than that of the first and
second dispensations: the first bringing
grief and repentance, and the second
bringing wrath and indignation. Now
comes the third and last time, or dis-
pensation, which is to be ruled and gov-
erned by LOVE. Now this is so great
and so wonderful that I realize that it is
too deep, to high and too broad for my
little mind to comprehend its vastness
and its superlativeness, and its sweet-
ness. But, dear reader, may we be given
that living faith to look forward in hope,
by grace through faith, to have a por-
tion of the great inheritance at the end
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of this the third and last time.

My only hope is that when grief and
repentance, holy wrath and righteous
indignation shall have been finished,
and their ends have been met, that then
I shall be given an inheritance in that
eternal covenant of love beyond this
vale of sorrow and tears.

I realize that if any of the blessings
of God’s everlasting love are to be meri-
ted by any righteousness in any way
imaginable other than the free and aton-
ing blood of the only Son of God, and
his righteousness imputed unto the
heirs of heaven who were chosen in Him
before the world was, I would have no
reason to hope. But feeling to see, if
not altogether deceived, all of the pur-
poses, decrees, foreordination, election
and predestination being fulfilled in the
last dispensation and covenant of etern-
al love and mercy, surely it will not be
long until our blessed Redeemer shall
come with all the holy angels, to gather
together all his precious jewels from the
four winds of the earth, and separate
them, the precious from the vile. Oh,
how will it be with me then, is the most
vital and most important longings of my
poor soul!

Dear ones, may God give us courage,
and more courage, and faith, yea, a liv-
ing faith without wavering, in the pre-
cious promises given to the poor tem-
pest tossed and contrite hearted, whom

the world has ever looked on, and will

continue to look on, with shame and
contempt.

But let us now think a little about the
final and last change or dispensation;
when He who is eternal and without
variableness or the shadow or a change,
has fulfilled by the one great sacrifice,
all His purposes and decrees, even all
his holy wrath and righteous indigna-
tion, and all his holy law of justice has
been fulfilled and forever satisfied, then
there will be no more need of repent-
ance, nor grief, nor wrath, nor indigna-
tion, and times and dispensations of
times will be no more. Then in eternity
the ransomed of the Lord shall, with all
that heaven and immortal glory shall

afford, rejoice in the perfect, equal and
undivided praise to Him to whom all
praise is so richly due.

May his free and saving grace keep
us humble and at each others feet, ready
and looking forward to His coming,—
who’s coming draweth near, is the hum-
ble petition of the least of all, if one at
all, of God’s little servants.

(Elder) J. T. Everitt

Mount Vernon, Texas.
The Signs of the Times,
Dear Members and Readers of Like
Faith:

The following comments were not
written by me for publication in the
Signs. When I finished them, however,
it seemed to come to my mind to mail
them to you, and you may or may not
use them — it is all as you see fit. I
don’t know that any of the comments
will be of any value to anyone, but
thinking upon them has meant much to
me,

It takes natural things to bring out
the spiritual things. Jesus so often ad-
dressed his brethern and followers as
little children. In thinking of this, we
know He gave hig life for them; and we
parents often feel within ourselves that
we had rather suffer pain, shame or
humiliation than have one of our chil-
dren do so. He set the example of suf-
fering and self denial for us to follow.
His baptism and burial to me are illu-
strated in the Scripture that says,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you,. except
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone; but if it die it
bringeth forth much fruit.” (John 12:
24).

Now this we know, we must fall from
our exaltation of self-importance and
self-ability if we walk with him. We
must be covered or buried if we bear
fruit. The corn of wheat could not have
born fruit were it not covered. This cov-
ering to the child of God, in order for
him to bear fruit, is the righteousness
of God our Father. The dying must also
‘take place before he can bear fruit. We
must die to the wants and wishes of this
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world. Inasmuch as the wheat spoken
of is dependent on the bountiful Father
for its transformation from a lonely
grain into a plant that is fruitful, so
must the child of God. He cannot con-
vert himself from one thing to another.
Ie must fall to the ground as the grain
does when it is planted ; he must be cov-
ered as it is'covered; and must die as it
must die, and be raised as it is raised,
before fruition takes place.

To the natural eye the children of
God are not all alike, — some have more
of this world’s goods, some more able
physically, and others more comely in
appearance, but to the Father they are

all alike: all having the same importance -

and are all the same size. They all walk
the same road, having the same experi-
ence. Paul wrote so much for our com-
fort in speaking of his thorn in the
flesh, and his outcry of, “Who shall de-
liver me from the body of this death.”
He spoke of “dying daily”. In Romans
8:36 he said, “For thy sake we are ac-
counted as sheep for the slaughter.” Oh,
that we could sometimes know that we
are one of these; then could we say
with James, “Count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations: knowing
this, that the trying of your faith work-
eth patience.” (James 1:2-3). But we
cannot know; we must live by hope,
which is th e anchor of the soul. We
must look through the glass darkly: we
cannot see all as yet. Hope is that which
urges us on from one day to another,
for we are all “saved by hope,” (Romans
8:24) ; “rejoicing in hope,” (Romans 12:
12). We are not to live by actual know-
ledge, or we would have nothing to hope
for. I feel we all look for an assurance
that we are one of His elect.

. I would to God that I have suffered
some of the pangs He suffered when he
was here, then could I count it all joy.
I know that in me dwells no good thing,
and if T have ever done a worthy deed,
it was not my flesh that did it, for “in
my flesh dwells no good thing.” “Vani-
ty, vanity, all is vanity.” Any good done
by this person of low estate was moti-
vated and carried out from beginning to

EDITORIALS

Danville, Va. January, 1954

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Subscription price $3 per year—$5 two years
Published each month by
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.
Established 1832
Devoted to the Old School Baptist Cause

BUSINESS OFFICE
Route 5, Box 3832F, Danville, Va.

v EDITORS
Elder David V. Spangler,
Box 1271, Danville, Virginia

Elder John D. Wood
P. O. Box 186, Manassas, Va.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Elder W, D. Griffin

Box 4, Covin, Ala.
Elder E. J Lambert
306 Richardson St., Winnsboro, Texas

Elder H. O. Nash
431 Hardendorf Ave., N, E., Atlanta, Ga.

All letters for this paper should be ad-
dressed and remittances made payable

TO
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.

P 0. Box 1271 Danville, Va.

end by the Spirit of One who does all
things well.
The least, if one at all.
Neva M. White,

EDITORIAL

LOOKING BACKWARD AND
FORWARD

Those who have had grace to look
back over the old year, and, no matter
how many were the trials and disap-
pointments, have said in their hearts,
“The Lord was with me all the way”;
and no matter how many were the sea-
sons of rejoicings, have confessed that
they were undeserved, these are they
who look forward in the New Year with
a calm assurance that all shall be well.

Though each may have had many
experiences of being “emptied from ves-
sel to vessel”, and the pathway was not
always lighted before them in faith, yet
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there was that within them which said,
“Thy will be done.”

So, to come to the beginning of ano-
ther year, is not a matter of bravery to
face the unknown, but rather a matter
of grace that we have implicit trust
that He who has determined the com-
ing events, will surely perform them;
and to know that whatsoever our indi-
vidual parts may be in them, we shall
be preserved; so that with the end of
another year, we may say again, “The
Lord was with me all the way.”

Or, should our earthly journey be
completed before, it shall be far better
to have endured the storms, and to be
safely in port.

Thus we would greet our brethern
again at the beginning of the New Year,
1954, and the One Hundred Twenty sec-
ond year of the Signs of the Times. We
desire most of all that the Lord’s peo-
ple everywhere have the spirit of praise
and thanksgiving for all His mercies,
confessing all the while that His bless-
ings are all of His grace.

We are glad that the Signs continues
to be of comfort and edification to the
brethern, judging from the communica-
tions and the number of new subscrib-
ers. For these things we desire to give
thanks and praise to the Lord alone,
for if the Editors were not sustained of
Him they could not continue.

May the Lord give all needed grace
to the brethern and friends.

J. D. W.
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TO THE
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(To November 1, 1953)
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Miss. $7.00; Mrs. Clara Quesenberry,
Va., $2.00; Mrs. Lena Burton, Va., $2.-
00; Mrs. Daisy Yeisler, Washington.
$1.00; Mrs. J. R. Hardy, Texas, $5.00;
W. D. Godwin, La. $1.00; James Truitt,
Md. $1.00; Elder T. R. Jefferson, Calif.
$10.00; Martha Addis, Pa. $2.00; El-

mer Hastings, Md. $7.00.

THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE
ORACLES OF GOD

(Heb. 5:12)

The title of this article is part of the
12th verse of the 5th chapter of He-
brews. Before meditating upon the prin-
ciples as recorded in the first part of the
6th chapter of Hebrews we desire to
understand the meaning of the express-
ion. May God bless us with the leader-
ship of His Spirit that we may be edi-
fied in this attempt.

The FIRST PRINCIPLES are the pri-
mary fundamental phases of the truth
which compose the foundation upon
which all further developments must be
founded. They are the first experiences
of the work of th e Holy Spirit. The
gracious act of God in translating us
out of darkness into light, converting
our souls, establishing our belief, sett-
ing our feet upon the Rock, changing
our desires, causing us to confess Him as
our Saviour, etec., are the FIRST PRIN-
CIPLES to be experienced, understood,
believed, and relied upon. This work
must be, and is, perfectly wrought out
by God and instilled in us before it
pleases Him that we should further
grow in Grace and knowledge of our
Lord and our place in running the race
that is set before us. These FIRST
PRINCIPLES so equip us that when
the time comes for us to “put our hand
to the plow” that we look not back but
persevere in hope upon the path that is
set before us — looking forward. What
God does is forever done. There is no
need of any of it ever being redone.

“Therefore leaving the PRINCIPLES
of the doctrine of Christ, let us GO ON
to perfection; not laying again the foun-
dation of (1) repentance from dead
works, (2) faith toward God, (3) the
doctrine of baptisms, (4) laying on of
hands, (5) resurrection of the dead,
(6) eternal judgment. (See Heb. 6:1)
These principles enumerated have alrea-
dy been perfectly laid in the founda-
tion of our experience. An attempt to
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lay them again would be an attempt
to crucify the Son of God afresh, which
would be an open shame. Away with the
idea that anything God has done for us
has to be redone! If it were possible for
one of His children to fall from these
FIRST PRINCIPLES it would be im-
possible to renew them to repentance
unless Christ be recrucified! “We are
sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ ONCE FOR ALL.”
(Heb. 10:10) He was crucified ONCE
for all God’s people and ONCE for all
times. These FIRST PRINCIPLES have
to be delivered ONCE to the Saints.

Before dealing directly with these
first principles let us consider what is
meant by the ORACLES OF GOD.
Things uttered, spoken, or revealed by
God are the oracles of God. When God
spake it was done; when He commanded
it stood fast. These first principles then
to be considered are things that God
has uttered, spoken or revealed. They
are not things that man has found out
by searching, but things that God is
pleased to reveal to His children. It may
be necessary that we speak many times
before we are given a hearing, but God
speaks ONCE. He spoke and this earth
came into existence. He said, “Let there
be light”, and there was light. He spoke
natural life into creatures. He speaks
spiritual life into His Children. When it
pleases Him to establish His children in
these FIRST PRINCIPLES by laying
the foundation it need not be laid again.
God speaks to His people in all things.

The earth, the sun, the moon, and the
stars bespeak the wisdom and power of
God. Each one so precisely moves in its
destined path so minutely timed that
there is no variation. Has God ever
spoken to you through these great
things and caused you to stand in awe,
admiring Him in them? I have heard
people, in relating their experiences, tell
of these things as well as the trees of
the forest, the flowers of the field, the
birds of the air,—all were singing prais-
es of Him.

He speaks through insects of His pro-
vidence. I have stood in amazement and

watched bees as they went from bloom
to bloom in gathering their food; think-
ing how God has provided for man’s
food in using these insects for proper
pollination that a greater harvest from
these plants may result. God speaks!
He speaks in dreams, visions, circum-
stances, troubles, and the Scriptures.
Have you not had a dream that when
you were awakened and caused to medi-
tate upon it that you felt surely that it
was God speaking directly to you? God
spake to Joseph in a dream (Gen. 37:
5-6). Sometimes He reveals himself to
you in the dead hours of night when the
faculties of your mind and body are in-
active in sleep. Sometimes when you are
wide awake naturally, going about your
daily activities, it pleases God to appear
to you in a vision. You see something
with the spiritual eye so real that you
forget what you are doing and you are
completely absorbed in meditation on
the picture revealed. Sometimes you be-
hold and hear Him in all your environ-
ment: All creatures you see; all acts you
behold; all words uttered; all thoughts
of your mind; — ALL sometimes be-
speak God. Sometimes He speaks to you
in troubles. Have you not been calmed in
the midst of the greatest of your trou-
bles and made to realize that God used
these troubles as chariots upon which
to ride to you and speak sweet peace to
your troubled breast. Then is when you
can truly thank Him for trouble. He
speaks directly to you through the
Seriptures. I have tried to read and
meditate upon the Scriptures many
times when it would be mere formality
and the words would be dead and with-
out meaning. Sometimes portions of
scriptures so arrest my attention and
the words read seem so alive and force-
ful — penetrating every fibre of my be-
ing — that I am made to say, “God 18
speaking to me.”

God speaks to us through His Gospel
ministers, through our brethren and
friends, and through their deeds of
kindness to us. Have you not watched
people all around you drinking joyfully
words that fell from a preacher’s mouth
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when it seemed dry to you? At other
times it seems the words are being
spoken especially for your benefit.
When the minister’s exhortations are
piercing and affect you so much, it is
God speaking to you. Sometimes a bro-
ther in private conversation with you
makes a remark that is indelibly stamp-
ed on your mind that you never forget
—it seems God spoke through this bro-
ther to you. A casual expression of ap-
preciation spoken to you by a friend so
encourages you that you are caused to
lay aside all things that discourage, ard
go on. A deed of kindness rendered you
by a friend, in the face of the fact that
you feel to be so unworthy of his no-
tice, stimulates you with new courage
and your hope is renewed. Many times

I have been so greatly depressed and -

felt to deserve a frown from every ona,
that a smile from the face of a friend
directed to me raised me up and gave
me new courage. Could this be God
speaking to me through the smile of a
friend? This line of thought seems to
have no end so must conclude it by say-
ing, God speaks to us through ALL
when and how it pleases Him.

We wish to meditate now upon the
FIRST PRINCIPLES in the order given
in Heb. 7:1. The first is repentance
from dead works. Repentance is a sor-
row for anything past which denotes
a change of mind. Repentance is a turn-
ing from one desire, work, or trust to
an opposite one. Repentance in this case
consists of being convinced that these
dead works are sin; sorrow for them;
confession of them; hatred to them
and renunciation of them. Repentance
being a change of mind, denotes a
change from the fleshly or carnal mind
to the spiritual mind. When the spirit
of natural man — the carnal mind —
is wrought upon by the Spirit of God
there is a change of mind, or true re-
pentance. I am persuaded that there is
a godly repentance and there is a flesh-
ly repentance. Sometimes we may mis-
take one for the other. Let us con-
trast them. One is God-given and the
other is the work of the flesh. One is

the daily exercise of the true Chris-
tian, which never vanishes; and the oth-
er is temporary. One is the result only
of a sense of danger and fear of wrath
and the other is a true mourning for sin
and an earnest desire of deliverance
from it. One produces a change in heart
and life and the other can be only an
outward appearance of a change. The
recipient of true God-given repentance
denies himself and looks to God for his
strength ; and the one actuated by flesh-
ly repentance trusts in himself to effect
a reformation th at he might have a
higher standing with those around him.
May God bless us to discern between the
two. Now, let us contrast DEAD
WORKS and that to which you are
turned. You are turned from the works
of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21) to the fruit
of the spirit, having crucified the affec-
tions and lusts of the flesh. (See Gal.
5:22-24.) Your desires have been chang-
ed from outward, formal, lifeless cere-
monies to trust in the inner-workings

of God’s Spirit in effecting an experi-

ence of Grace. You have been turned
from depending upon self to depend up-
on God. Your desires are turmed from
fulfilling the lusts of the flesh to de-
sire to do the will of God. You are turn-
ed from sin unto holiness. The process
of change from death unto life is the
first of the FIRST PRINCIPLES ex-
perienced by the child of God.

The second of the FIRST PRINCIP-
LES is faith toward God. You repent
from dead works to faith toward God.
This faith is God-given and abiding. It
causes you to look forward — not back-
ward -—— because, “Faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for ; the evi-
dence of things not seen.” This sub-
stance is the ‘essential part, or charact-

eristic, that God has endowed you with -

which causes you to look beyond this
vail of human flesh, and inspires you
with hope of something better in the
future. This faith is the evidence of
something super-natural in you that
cannot clearly be seen because of the

‘darkness of wretched sinful flesh. How

you do yearn to come into its full pos-
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session and reality ! You must have this
substance and evidence before you can
truly believe. You cannot believe any-
thing you want to believe. You must
have sufficient evidence. I may want to
believe T have ten thousand dollars. If
my banker should mail me a dulpicate
deposit slip showing that ten thousand
dollars had been deposited to my credit
and it properly signed with his signa-
ture, it would be the substance of things
hoped for and the evidence of things
not seen. I would have the evidence that
it was there for me even though I had
not seen one dollar of it. I would hope
to realize it by procuring with it the
things I would need. This faith we are
talking about is far superior to the faith
in the wealth of this world. This faith
is toward God; not toward money. Do
you have faith in God? To the extent
that you trust in your own ability and
Arighteousness, you do not have faith in
God. If you have been made to have no
confidence in the flesh and realize that
all goodness must come from Him, I
am persuaded that you have faith in
God. God, the Father, chose His people
and predestinated them unto salvation;
God, the Son, accomplished their salva-
tion for them by fulfilling the law and
paying the penalty for sin with his
blood, arose again and is now interced-
ing for them; God, the Spirit, regene-
rates, reveals, calls, comforts, and edi-
fies His people as they sojurn here, and
will finally be the means of quickening
the mortal bodies into eternal Life in
the resurrection.

The third of the FIRST PRINCIP-
LES is the doctrine of baptisms, These
baptisms are the different phases of
the ONE baptism. The baptism that is

essential unto salvation is “By one spirit

are we ALL baptized into ONE BODY.”
( I Cor. 12:13) This one body is Jesus
Christ, as we see in Romans 6:3, “Know
ye not that as many of us as were bap-
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized in-
to his death?” Primarily we were bap-
tized in him when we were chosen in
him before the foundation of the world.
Experimentally we are baptized by the

Spirit in many experiences of the dif-
ferent phases of the doctrine of bap-
tisms. John preached the BAPTISM OF
REPENTANCE, which is being immers-
ed in God-given repentance. (Mark 1:4)
He BAPTIZED IN WATER all who
brought forth the evidence that they
had been baptized with repentance.
There isthe BAPTISM WITH THE HO-
LY GHOST and the BAPTISM WITH
FIRE spoken of in Matthew 3:11. The
fire of God’s vengeance burns the dross
and purifies as silver. The Holy Ghost
baptizes the soul in regeneration and
will baptize the body of His saints with
immortality in the resurrection. The
BAPTISM OF SUFFERING is experi-
enced by God’s people. (Matt. 20:22-23)
BAPTISM IN WATER is a figure of the
baptism of Christ into death and the
trust of our lot in the same and has
its saving effect. In 1st Peter 3:21, we
read, “The like FIGURE whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us,
(Not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good consci-.
ence toward God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.” The GOOD conscience
is the HOLY GHOST conscience which
is in contrast to the natural conscience.
The good conscience always results in
the proper answer. When the good con-
science directly commands an indivi-
dual to follow Jesus in BAPTISM IN
WATER, the result is the individual is
baptized and he feels that he has done
the bidding of his Master.

The fourth of these FIRST PRINCIP-
LES is the laying on of hands. Laying
on of hands denotes imputation of pow-
er and authority. God has promised to
“turn His hand upon the LITTLE
ONES.” (Zech. 12:7) After one hasbeen
converted and made to become as a lit-
tle child, God “Upholds him with His
hand.” Ps. 37:24. One is made to hum-
ble himself “Under the mighty hand of
God” that he may be exalted in due
time. (See I Peter 5:6) Job was brought
into close contact with the hand of God
and was made to exclaim, “The hand
of Cod hath touched me.” The hands of
God are the hand of judgment and the
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hand of mercy; the hand that kills and
the hand that makes alive; the hand
that wounds and the hand that heals.
He kills and makes alive; He wounds
and heals; He renders judgment and ex-
tends mercy. You are besieged with
these reverse experiences in your ex-
perience of grace.

The fifth of the FIRST PRINCIPLES
of the oracles of God is eternal judg-
ment. One phase of judgment is decree.
You are made to realize the decrees of
God are eternal. God made His decrees
in eternity embracing all things and
events and no variation or change can
come to frustrate one of Hig eternal de-
crees, Chastisements inflicted on saints
is another phase of Judgment as seen in
I Peter 4:17, “Judgment must BEGIN
at the house of God.”

This phase of judgment is everlast-
ing in the experience of God’s people
as long as they tabernacle here, for we
never get beyond this in thig life. Zion
shall be redeemed with judgment, or
shall be delivered according to the wis-
dom and equity of God, and through the
infliction of punishment on God’s Son.
(Isaiah 1:27). God’s judgment is not
temporary but eternal. It never has been
changed and never will be. What He
judges is eternal. The decree can never
be altered. There is no higher court for
a new hearing. - '

The sixth FIRST PRINCIPLES is the
resurrection of the dead. Those who are
dead in tresspasses and sins are raised
up from performing dead works to de-
pend upon the performance of the Spirit.
The dead are raised to newness of life
when they are translated out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light as a re-
sult of this holy calling. The soul has
been quickened and made new which we
might term as the resurrection of the
soul. This is the first fruits of resur-
rection, or the earnest of the inheri-
tance. This first experience gives you
hope of the same thing being done to
your mortal bodies. The making new of
the soul causes you to realize the in-
firmities of the flesh, so that your de-

sire is that it be immortalized in the

‘resurrection. The holiness that is infus-

ed into your heart in the resurrection
of the soul causes you to see how sinful
are the deeds of the body, that you anx-
iously desire its immortalization, which
shall be experienced in the resurrection.
The brilliance of the light experienced
in the first fruits of the spirit makes
you to see how gross is the darkness of
your finite being so that you pray for it
to be made new.

Space nor time will permit us going
into these things as we would like, but
may God bless you to glean a few
thoughts from this to His praise, is the
prayer of one who feels to be less than
the least of all saints.

— E. J. L.

VOICES OF THE PAST
“He being dead yet speaketh”

FAITH

There is, perhaps, at the present day
as much said about Faith, and the term
is as frequently used in modern theo-
logy as any other word used in our ver-
sion of the scriptures; but it is gene-
rally used in a sense entirely foreign to
that of its legitmate scriptural meaning.
Webster, guided undoubtedly by the de-
cisions of learned (so called) Doctors of
Divinity, defines the word thus: “Be-
lief; the assent of the mind to the truth
of what is declared by another; the as-
sent of the mind to the truth of a propo-
sition advanced by another; belief, on
probable evidence. And, in theology, the
assent of the mind or understanding to
the truth of what God has revealed.
Evangelical, or justifying, or saving

‘Faith, is the assent of the mind to the

truth of divine revelation, on the au-
thority of God’s testimony, accompani-
ed with a cordial assent of the will or
approbation of the heart,” &c. And this
is about the view which is entertained
by a very large majority of the religion-
ists of the present day. No idea seems
to be entertained by Webster, nor by the
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learned theologians, from whom he bor-
rows his theory, that the mind of man
is a carnal or fleshly mind; that it is at
enmity against God—not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. In-
deed, the prevailing doctrine of all will-
worshippers and carnal religionists is
that regeneration, the new birth, and
all that is involved in the christian ex-
perience, is only to give some new im-
pulse to our old carnal faculties—a new
direction to the old carnal mind, and a
new inclination and direction to the af-
fections and lusts of the flesh. To be
born again, in their estimation is, as
Watts says, to
“New model all the carnal mind,
And form the man afresh.”

This is a fundamental error comprising
the ground of difference between the re-
ligion which is of the world, and that
which is of God.

The worldly system, supposing that
man is a free agent, possessing all re-
quisite power to will and to do that
which is neccessary and indispensible to
commend him to the favor of God, and
to secure immortal glory beyond the
grave, labors to influence the carnal or
natural mind by moral suasion that it
would be advantagious and profitable to
yield assent to such theories as tradi-
tion point out as pious, and calculated to
secure the favor of God. The selfish in-
clinations of the unrenewed heart are
appealed to, and such incentives, mo-
tives and allurements are presented, as
the carnal mind can appreciate, to draw
the corrupt, depraved, deceitful and des-
perately wicked propensities and imagi-
nations of the mind into a new channel,
without any radical change or implan-
tation of any new principle. Under this
delusion Infant and Sunday Schools, Bi-
ble classes, and all the machinery to
them belonging, are employed to bend
the twig the way they wish the tree to
grow, without observing that the nature
and character of the twig is in no wise
changed by such restraints. Without
heeding the immutable standard set up
by Christ himself: First make the tree
¢ood, and the fruit will be good. A twig

growing out of a corrupt tree, will par-
take of the corruption of that tree, in-
cline or bend it which ever way we may.
In all the Scribes, Pharisees and hypo-
crites detected and rebuked by our Lord,
we have exemplifications, of the carnal
mind religionized by traditional influ-
ences. The influence may multiply con-
verts to Judaism, or any other work-
mongrel religious persuasion, and it is
employed with the same results at the
present time, as when the self-righteous
pharisees encompassed sea and land to
make proselytes to their faith. Now if
the assent of the natural mind of man
to the force of testimony is the faith
which accompanies salvation, why is it
so called? What new principle does such
an assent develope? Had not the natur-
al, carnal, depraved mind of man in its
most degraded condition the requisite
faculty to yield an assent to any demon-
strated proposition, set home by the
force of overwhelming testimony? This
theory, if it can be established, will be
of great service to the whole Arminian
world; because it calls for no more
grace now to make a christian, than was
formerly required to make a Jewish
proselyte.

But let us not be deceived—God is
not mocked; however plausible or pa-
lateable this theory may be in the esti-
mation of men, it cannot stand the test
of eternal truth. The scriptures are re-
garded by us as they have always been
by the church of God, as an infallible
standard of our faith, both as to faith
as a vital principle in the hearts of
God’s people, and the doctrine of the
gospel embraced and comprehended by
that faith. Then let us turn to the law
and to the testimony; for if any speak
not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them. The scrip-
tures, instead of representing faith as
a creature of ours, expressly define it
to be the gift of God. “Unto us it is giv-
en in the behalf of Christ that we should
believe on him.” We are bound to give
thanks unto God always for you breth-
ren, beloved of God, because God hath
from the beginning, chose you to sal-
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vation, through sanctification of the
spirit and belief of the truth. For by
grace are ye saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God. And we are not only assured that
faith is not of ourselves, but it is the
gift of God, but we are also told that
Jesus Christ is both the author and the
finisher of faith which is unto life. Fur-
thermore, we are informed that saving
faith is the faith of the Son of God; it
cannot, therefore be an assent of the na-
tural mind. Paul says, “I am crucified
with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh, I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who hath
loved me and given- himself for me.” It
is also distinguished from all other kinds
of faith as that faith which is of the
operation of God. '

The inspired Paul, having analyzed
poor fallen human nature, sums up its
legitimate productions in striking con-
trast with the fruits of the Spirit. Now,
the works of the flesh are manifest,
which are these: Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
withceraft, hatred, variance, emula -
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revil-
ings, and such like. That is, all the other
emanations from the flesh are like those
above specified, and faith is not found
among them. “But,” he continues, ‘“the
fruit of the spirit is lo ve, joy, peace,
lon g - suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance—against
such there is no law.”—Gal. v. 19—23.
Here we find gospel faith enumerated
among the fruits of the Spirit and in
direct opposition to th e works of the
flesh.

Another inspired Apostle, treating on
the origin and power of the gospel faith,
informs us that it is born of God, and
that it overcomes the world. “For what-
soever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.”— I
John v. 4, If a faith originating in us,
or born of the flesh, could overcome the

world, it would show that the world is
not equal to itself, that it contained in
itself, and of itself, a power superior to,
and capable of overcoming itself. This
faith, being born of God, must be ani-
mated by the life and immortality and
power of God. It is vital, but its vitality
is of God, and not of the creature, hence
it can and does overcome the world. The
11th chapter to the Hebrews presents
us with many examples of its power to
overcome the world. After many illust-
rious examples of the power of faith in
the patriarchs and prophets, says:
“And what shall T more say? for time
would fail to tell of Gideon and of Ba-
rak, and of Sampson, and Jephthae, of
David also, and Samuel, and of all the
prophets, who, through faith, subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the violence of the fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, and out
of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to fight the
armies of the aliens, women received
their dead, raised to life again; and oth-
ers were tortured, not accepting deliv-
erance, that they might obtain a better
resurrection; and others had trial of
cruel mockings and scourgings; yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment.
They were stoned; they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword, they wandered about in
sheep-skins and goat-skins, being desti-
tute, afflicted and tormented. Now this
faith and all its power, is in this very
connection, ascribed to our Lord Jesus
Christ.— Heb. xii. 2.

As the faith which is peculiar to the
children of God, is in all respects essen-
tially different from the faith of men
and of devils in regard to its origin, ifs
nature, its vitality and its power, so it
is equally distinct from theirs in all its
workings, operations, perceptions and
associations.

That of men is perfectly manageable
by them, and they boast that they can
exercise it at their pleasure; and why
should they not? If they have given it
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being, they ought, of course to be able
to conrtol it, and to have much, little,
or none of it, as they please. But the
faith of God’s elect, being born of God,
and his special gift, has a divine power
‘over his children in whom its divine
power is developed. They cannot exer-
That faith which is of the flesh, works
by fear, and corrupts its possessors with
.all manner of delusion, causing them to
believe a lie, and to suffer the conse-
quences of their delusion. But that faith
which is born of God, works by love, and
purifies the soul, or him who is the hap-
py recipient of it, for it enables him to
discriminate between truth and error.
‘Hence while the Arminian will-worship-
per requires the preaching of terror,
wrath, fire, brimstone, and such as is
wcalculated to-.excite the carnal passions
of the flesh and produce fear and ter-
ror, the very melody of heaven, breath-
ed forth by the Spirit of the gospel, and
the melting strains of the gospel, which
set forth the eternal, immutable, and
‘transforming love of God, calls forth
the active workings of the faith of the
saints. And while the faith of the world
inflates the pride of those who are un-
der its influence, leading them to boast
of their works, their piety, their zeal,
and their benevolence, that faith which
is of God, leads his children to worship
God -in the Spirit, rejoice in Jesus
Christ, and to have no confidence in the
flesh. The perceptive qualities are equal-
ly dissimilar. The faith of the flesh
Jlooks for signs, like the Jews, and to
seek after wisdom, like the Greeks; but
that which is of God, is the substance
‘of things hoped for, and the evidence of
things not seen; and it qualifies them to
look not on the things which are seen,
‘which are temporal ; but directs them to
‘the things which are not seen, which
‘are eternal. It qualifies them to see the
kingdom of God, and makes them ex-
perimentally familliar with the things
of the spirit, which are hidden from the
‘wise and prudent and revealed unto
‘babes. ‘

The faith which is of the world has
its associations with the theories, doc-
trines and commandments of men, the
delusions, heresies, idolatry and spirit-
ual wickedness of high places; it gives
its possessors a place with the enemies

-of the cause of God and truth, and ident-
ifies them with those who stoned the

prophets, crucified the Son of God, and
slaughtered the apostles of the Lamb

‘of -God; holding then their place under

the delusion that they ought to do many
things contrary to Jesus of Nazareth,
and that they do God service when they

~ persecute his people and oppose his

truth. On the other hand the faith of
the gospel bring those who are born of

"‘God unto the unity of the faith and

knowledge of the Son of God. They have

-one Lord one faith and one baptism;
-they are but one body, having one spirit,

even as they are all called in one hope
of their calling. The faith of Christ in
his people, is inseparably associated
with all the other fruits of the spirit;
as love, joy, peace, long-suffering, &c.,
and the end of this faith is the salvation
of our souls. So far is this faith from

receiving any support from the flesh, it

is constantly opposed by the flesh and

every power and faculty of the flesh;
‘but as it overcomes the world, it shall
“ultimately triumph over all our corrup-

tion, doubts, fears, unbelief, and over
sin and death—and bear the saints away
from every opposition to that divine
abode in glory where the wicked cease
from troubling and the weary are at
rest.
(Editorial of Elder Gilbert Beebe
February 15, 1858)

OBITUARIES

E. HENRY ROUNDS

Deacon E. Henry Rounds, of Salisbury,
Maryland, was born February 15, 1867, and
departed this life June 29, 1953, at his home.
He was married to Miss Laura Powell, Novem-
ber 4, 1891; and to this union were born six
children, five of whom survive, as follows:
Mrs. Emma Benson, Mrs. Lida Twilley, Harry
E., George, and Joseph Rounds.

Funeral services were conducted by the writ-
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er from the Hill:and Johnson Funeral Home,
‘Salisbury, Maryland, -on. Thursday, July 2,
1953, ‘

Brother Rounds was appointed deacon of
‘Salisbury Old School Baptist Church soon af-
ter being baptized in 1918, and filled the office
of deacon well, and purchased to himself a
good degree and a great boldness in the faith.

About ten years before his death he was
stricken with diabetes, which caused amputa-
tion of both legsnecessary;andforthese many
years he was confined to his home, and most-
ly to his bed. He was most faithfully cared for
by his widow, who survives him. He was as
free from murmuring as any person I have ever
known. When one visited him, he met them
with a smile; and was truly an inspiration to
his brethern and friends. Surely the Lord gave
him much patience to wait upon Him. Surely
the cause of truth has lost one of the Faithful,
vet we believe he has fallen asleep in the arms
of one from whom none ever wake to weep.

To all his family, who were loyal and
thoughtful to him, we would say, weep not as
for one who had no hope. May God give grace
to all to say, Thy will be done.

Following this sketch is printed Brother
Rounds’ experience, as published in the Signs
of the Times, October, 1918; which will give
us a spiritual picture of our brother.

D. V. Spangler

Dear Elder Durand:

I feel like writing a few words to you. I
felt for years that I was wandering in the wil-
‘derness. I was trying to find some way of
myself. I could not see the need of being bap-
tized. I feel as if the Lord found me and led
me out while I was wandering about. Monday
morning after the baptism of Brother Will
Holloway -on the fifth Sunday in June, the
words of John, tenth chapter, part of first
verse, came to me very forcibly: “He that
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold,
but climeth up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber.” Immediately afterward
the words come: “My yoke is easy and my
burden is light.”

I believe the Lord showed me I had nothing
to do but stand still and know that salvation is
of him; I had become as a little child. Then I
was made willing and glad, and not ashamed.
Do you remember my telling you about that
‘beautiful tree? I believe the Lord showed me
his people as a beautiful tree. To my mind the
‘tree is his people. No twigs had broken off;
“all there séems as one, combined, perfect. I
was shown the strait and narrow way; it seem~
‘ed to point to this same tree.

" I went before the church Saturday before
the second Sunday in July, and was received
and baptized by Elder Francis, When I came

up out of the water, surely the Lord must
have been shining on their faces. It was a
bea