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RULES OF DECORUM.

1. The church shall hold at least one
meeting for business each month.

2. Every business meeting shall be
presided over by a Moderator, who shall
be chosen by the church.

3. Business meetings shall be opened
by prayer.

4. Tt shall be the duty of the Moderator
to keep order; to put all motions before the
church, and announce the vote; to recog-
nize the person who has the rightto speak;
to decide questions of order; he may speak
on any subject being discussed by calling
some one to fill his place; in case a vote is
evenly divided, he shall oive the deciding
vote. In the absence of special rules he
shall observe such rules as are commonly
followed by the presiding officers of public

bodies.

5. Members may appeal from theruling
of the Moderator to the church.

6. The church shall choose a Clerk,
whose duty it shall be to keep a minute of
the proceedings of the church, which shall
be read and corrected before the meeting




adjourns. The minutes shall be correctly
and legibly recorded in a substantial book
})l‘o\'i(lcd by the church for that purpose,
in which the Clerk shall also keep a correct
list of the members of the church.

'7. Each person desiring to speak shall
arise and address the Moderator, and pro-
ceed only when recognized by the Modera-
tor. No one shall speak more than twice
on any one subject without leave of the
church.

8. All questions shall be brought before
the church by motion and second, and shall
be .(lcci(lv(l by a majority of the members
voting, except the receiving of members.
granting letters of dismission, choosing a
1).;1st()r. or setting apart brethren for ordina-
tion to the ministry or to the office of deacon,
which shall be unanimous.

9. Offences between brethren shall be
dealt with as provided in Matt. xviii. 15, 16,
17. Members who have transgressed the
rule of life for orderly Christians, or trans-
gressed against the church, should be re-
proved by the deacons, and may be by any
member, and should make :1cknm\']c(1;\;mcnt
F)cfurc the church. The church may make
Ln\'csti«,,ration of reports against the mem-

ers.
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10. The business may be taken up in
the following order:

1st. Invite visiting brethren to seats
in counsel.

2d. Announce the opportunity for
persons to unite with the church.

3d. Call for reference from previous
meetings.

4th. Take up matters touching fellow-
ship.

5th. Opportunity given to introduce
new business.

11. The deacons of the church shall
make report of the funds coming into their
hands at the January meeting of each year
and at such other times as the church shall
require.

12. The Lord’s Supper shall be ob-
served times each year, at the
regular meetings in the months of

(Some churches observe the Lord's
Supper twice and others four times in the
year.)

13. The church shall make inquiry as
to the cause of members continuing to ab-
sent themselves from the meetings of the
church.



14. Members may be received in the
following ways:

Jy experience and baptism.

By letters of dismission from other
churches of the same faith and order.

By relation—that is, by satisfying the
church that the applicant had membership
and good standing in a church in order,
but which has ceased to meet, or for other
sufficient reason can not grant letters.

By restoring those who have been ex-
cluded, satisfaction having been rendered.

15. It is the duty of members to vote
on all motions submitted to the church for
action.

16. Members who can not from any
cause attend the church meetings are ex-
pected to write to the church at the regular
times for observing the Lord's Supper.

17. These rules may be amended, but
notice of proposed chinge must be submit-
ted at a regular meeting at least one month
previous to the time the vote is taken.

the fruth. and as a witness of Jesus for the
comfort and instruction of regenerated men
and women : but deny that it is to offer grace
to the unregenerate or that it asserts there is
an obligation resting upon the unregenerate
to believe that Jesus is their Savior.

Matt. xxiv. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the ¢ nd come

Mark xvi. 15. And he said unto them, Go ¥t
into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature, :

Acts xifi. 48. And when the Gentiles heard this
they were glad. and glorified the word of the Lord;
and as many as were ordained to eternal life be-
lieved

Rom. i. 16 For T am not ashamed of the gospe
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first and
also to the Greek

2 Tim. i1} 186 All seripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness:

17. That the man of God may be perfect, thor

Iv furnished unto all good works

igh
GOOD WORKS.,

NII. We believe that good works, obedi-
ence to the commands of God, are well pleas
ing in his sight, and should be maintained in
the church : but they are to be considered only
as evidence of a gracious state, and are not

a condition of salvation.

Matt. v. 16. Let your light so shine before men,
1 they may see vour good works, and glorify
vour Father which is in heaven.

Luke xvii. 10. So likewise ye, when ve shall have
done all those things which are commanded vou, say,
We are unprofitable servants: we have done that
whiech was our duty to do

Eph. ii. 8. For by grace are ye saved through
faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of

9. Not of works, lest any man should boast




10. For we are his workmanship. created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath be-
fore ordained that we should walk in them.

Titus iii. 8. This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they
which have believed in God might be careful to
maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable unto men.

Heb. x. 24. And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works.

=

CHURCH ORDINANCES.

NXIII. We believe that baptism and the
Lord’s Supper are ordinances appointed by
Christ for the church, and they are to be ad
ministered only by those who are clothed
with authority of the church, having been
regularly ordained.

Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

Luke xxii. 19. And he took bread and gave
thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying.
This is my body whieh is given for you; this do
in remembrance of me,.

20. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying
This cup is the new testament in my blood, which
is shed for you.

There is no record of any administering the or-

dinances except those who were appointed for this
purpose

BAPTISM.

XIV. We believe that baptism is by imer
sion in water and is to be administered to he
lievers only, and who give evidence of having
been regenerated.

Matt. iii. 16. And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water

John iii. 23, And John was baptising in Enon
near to Salim, because there was much water
there.

Acts viii. 37. And Philip s
with all thine heart, thou ma

ed and said, T be
of God.

If thou believest
s And he answer-
ieve that Jesus Christ is the Son

a8 ! and they went down both into the
water. both Philip and the eunuch; and he bap-
tized him.
39 And when they were come up out of the
water.

Rom. vi. 4. Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death

THE l.()RI).S SUPPER.
XV. We believe that the Lord's Supper
should be observed in the church until the

coming of Jesus'at the end of the world, and
that unleavened bread and wine should be
used, of which none are to be invited to par
take but members of the church and of other
churches of like faith and order.

Matt. xxvi. 26 And as they were eating, Jesus
took bread. and blessed it, and brake it, and gave
it to the disciples, and said, Take eat; this is my
body.

27. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and
gave it to them, sayving. Drink ye all of it.

See also 1 Cor. xi. 28-29,

Matt. xxvi. 17. Now the first day of the feast
of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we pre
pare for thee to eat the passover?

Ex. xiii. 7. Unleavened bread shall be eaten
seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be
seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen
with thee in all thy quarters.

From the above it will be seen that the bread
was unleavened, for no doubt it was the same
bread that was used.

MINISTERS TO BE ORDAINED.

XVI. We believe that those who give
proof that they are called of God to the min-
istry, by edifying the church in that exercise,
should be ordained by a preshytery and set
apart to that work.

Mark iii. 14. And he ordained twelve, that they

should be with him, and that he might send them
forth to preach.




Acts xiv. 23 And when they had ordained them
elders in every church.

1 Tim. ii. 7. Whereunto I am ordained a
preacher, and an apostlie

14. Neglect not the gift that is in
thee, was given thee by prophecy, with the
aying on of the hands of the presbytery.

THE OFFICE OF DIEACON.

XVII. We believe that the ehurch should
choose members of its body who have the
proper qualifications for the office of deacon
who are to receive and disburse the funds of
the church. They should be set apart to that
work by ordination.

Acts vi. Therefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report, full or the
Holy Ghost and wisdom whom we may appoint
over this business,

6. Whom they set before the apostles; and when
they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

See 1 Tim, iii. 8§-13 for qualifications of deacons
and their wives.

FEET WASHING.

(The following article on Feet Washing is not
accepted by all Primitive Baptist churches, and
the adoption or rejection of it is not made a basis
of fellowship.)

XVIII. We believe that washing the
saints’ feet 18 an example of Jesus Christ to
e observed by the church.

John xiii. 4 He riseth from supper, and laid
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded
himself.

5. After that he poureth water into a bason,
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe
them with the towel wherewith he w girded.

14, If I then your Lord and Master, have wash-
ed your feet, yve also ought to wash one another's
feet.

15. For I have given you an example, that ve
should do as I have done to ‘you.
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