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. • Tn1 0 ·an the indulgence of Heaven, v. e have ha.done more anuua.1 meet-
111,.... ,Ye trust our national troubles will never be named by u . as an apolo<Yy 
for tlic neglect of 011r r •ligiou privil ere. : while Prov!clcnce hall .,.rant u t 1e 
Uleans of grace and an c,pportunity to att n<l them. ,, eh, vc had a good ea~on, 
and <>ur heat ti, have he •n made joyful and thankful in he hou e of Prayer. .,e-
vcral of our f'liu, chc.:. han~ had pica ·i1w addition to their num er. :i.H expre_ 
theil' <.1111:,,ht in reli .. ion, and that in the ~nid:,t of the rava,,e of •ar in our land\ 
th••y live in love and p •ace amonr)o thcrn •h·c . 

'i'he suh1 ct appointed for our pre~ent Epii,tle i Clm;e Communion. ,ve in-
cerely reg:~t. that 1~e~c-sity ur•res the invt•_:-,ti.,~t!on of, . U!)ject in whfo:1 ,,e

1 anu on1e of our elm tian brethr n. cnte1 tarn <lift ·rent opunon . 
\Ve arc unwilling to wound the feelings of any who differ from u~, or mer !Y 

to gratify the prejudice of tho e, who e view corre pond with our own. "e 
hope we are influenced by better motive . A iupreu1e rco-an] to our divine ... a -
tel', the o-reat King of Zion, a love to the establi:hed ord r of hi hou e, and :t-
de. ire to promote the peace and pro~perity of' relio-iou . ociety in g ner 1, a.re, 
we tru t, ~he ~rincipal. pring of action in the rre. ent undertakin". loreo~·er, 
a: the Corrntlnan. compellecl the po tie Pau to a cour e of conduct winch 
otherwi e he would not have adopted; o 11flcr u to remark, that ur hri tian 
nrethren "ho rli . ent from us, have. 1,y their ,ere cen ures, compelled u to 
~lefi .nd our conduct, relathe to the ubject of 'on 1,rnnion , Te believe br thr n, 
rn the com mu uion of. '.aint. . \Ve al o con i<ler, that this term i very properly 
u ed? iu a comprehen. ive way, to repre ·ent the whole intercoui· e or dn ·ne com-
lllt1n10n that Chri tians hav , with each other. in the fi llo" hip of tl1e Go pel; 
or in their parti ipation of <livinc thiner~. But e\Cu thi communion free ai ll 
general as it i.. ha.,, in tlw prescut tate, it limits, or bound . For ,\e anuot-
exclude f'rolll tlic Humh r of cltristian all ,, Ito <liff r from u . in their vie\\ oi 
~vl~at "c ~lf!em hri tian cntiment and practic , and yet on the other hand. it 
1~ rn,po. ~1blc we can have communion or fellow:ship with each other, in tho e en-
ttment. and practjce ·, wh l'ein \tC <liffi r frorn, ancl even oppo e one anoth r. 

The di: ention. amon•r chri tian~. have been gratifying to infidel .and pain ul 
to the fricn(l. of d~ri tianity~ and it mu. t be acknonled 1r ·d. a it re pee th e 
thin°·~, that there,,. utterly a fault among.tu..;. But to \\110m, bretl 1 eu. hall th· 
fault he imputed? To y·hat ect or party ·hall the l,larne be attached? ·Le tho~e 
\\ho arc infallible in j 1d.zment. who are ak·olutely perfect in all tl ir reli~ou 

Htimcnts and conduct, 'cast the fir. t stone.'' ... ntil ~u h a ocie • can be fi und, 
it b hooyc all to exerci. e mutual forhearnnce and chri ti n c11 1 it , to \ rel 
e,_1ch other; v(•u \'ith respect to tho~c thin 0. in \\ hich \\' can ha,·e 1/ comniu-
n1on: ancl n the period i not far di taut , •• hen "e :-,hall be, H of one a) Jet 
u endeavour prcviou. to that ha py ea on. to be all of one heart. 

But you are aware, hr thr n. the term Ccmonm1ion. j ometi 1. 
n~ore liinited sen e. .All denomination of cl ri fom "ho . tte11<l to o,p I or-
d1 iarrcr •• ao-re~ in appl_vino-it to the orJin:i.11ce of tie Lord" upper. Ind d 
the i"cripture . o np lie~ it. Head 1 'or. L 16. ,. The cup of b)e ... ino- \ uch, 
we hle • •• is it not tl1e communion of the bloc d of Chri t? • 'he bread ,, 1i h t; 

hreak, i it not the communion of the bod 1,f hri t ?"" Th'" ord thu , ken. j 
e~pre ~i,·e of the intercour:e or com 1. u11i"on, tha e. periment, I chri tian a 
Wtth Chri t, ancl with each other, in thi ordin· nee. It i to ti i~ ie, of' t 
subject, 1·our attention i • now im iteu. 

Th majori1 of ch 1rcl e of our 1 DOl)1iua io have ey r rUl ..., 
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\v-hat we condemn in principle. Harden tl1e h art. of habitual offend :s. 
ate suspiciou in the minds of our excommunicated brethren: of our . inecrit i 
opposing sin, and thus arm them against the ceu ·ure of the church, mulel' , hicb 
they are laid? 

llut free or open communion i. impt'oper, becau e it it. injul'iou.,. It i inju-
rious to th peace of chri tiau society, and cwn to the exi te11ce c'.f chri-.tia1 
friencb,hip. As men, we feel ourselve. citize11 • of the world, a.ml feel we a1 

iouncl: hy thi 1·elation, to love all mankind. . 
This ·entiment 0 -lows with equal anlour in the hrea t of European~ .. \si. :he , 

African. aud American·, and yet who i there, that is not a \'are of the iuj?riou 
tendency of 11 ingling the e togetl1er in the ·arne ciYil. ocicty, each po3e in°· all 
hi national prejudice·· in favour of hi om1 particular manner•, cu tom , l:rn , 
government, &c? ,v c lo the ubject of Eu1 opean government:; vhile the.· 
form no part of the community to which , e belong; but should they come and 
form a settlement.amongst u , with all their national prejudice , wo hould im-
mediately feel the iujuriou tendency of uch an a sociatiou. It would wounll 
our feeling. in time of peace, to hear sentiment3 ~tlvanccd in opp ~ition to our 
own g_over1_m1ent; but i1! a su~.te of warfare we should vie~v such c·!i!, n : a f~r 
u1ore rnjunous than the 10 admO' foe. "\Ve are plea ed with the Bnhsh! rn Bri-
tain, the French, in ·i.-rance, but are persuaded that neither without a cl aoo-e of 
s.entimcnt, would eYer make good citizens of our country, or agreeable neighbour-
to us. Thus a chri. tians, we love chri tians of eyery nam, and -ociety. But 
who does not kuow that an attempt to force them to an unnatural communion 
and intercom· e with each other, ha proved a mean of jealou. y: contention. and 
animosity, that ha. occa ioned mutual pain and uneasine •. Em·,·iug nnd ~trife 
have ensued, and where the e are ( aith the Apo tle) there i co11fusion and eve-
ry evil work. So that wl1ile it ha the name of communion, the true nature of 
the thing is cle troyed, which leads us 

To observe, that free or open communion is improper, becau e it i imprac-
ticable. It never yet could be establi hed. Different societie La, e attempt <l 
it; but how long has it continued? Declarations are mad~ that all are wekon e 
to come. But how many are influenced by them? A n ta-do ha. been made 
~bout it, and great reproach has fallen on orne christian , becau~e thc:y will not 
.1oin in the great design of unitino- all , ocietic in one community. But , lie 
are the mighty eflect • of this r .. rea.t stir? Let our brethren give us a ~au pie of 
this l,le sed union; we see it not! The fact i no such un1on ha l,een e ·tahli hed. 
S.o that setting a ide the Bapti t Society altogether, we a k, where i the union 
or communion of other societies. It exi t~ in conversation, but not in action 
in profession but not in practice. Like human life, it is a vapour tl1at appe • th 
fo1· a little time, ancl theu vanisheth away. 

But some friendly <li ·po ed persons of different congregation have thouo-11 
there might beestabli hcd a_ ~Leet communion •. Ora com1nunio11 of tho eonl ·ind 
different churche , whose hfe and co~1ver _at10n must be acknowleclo-ed une. cep-
tionable. Thi plan, however J~lau .1ble 1t ~ay appear, would i11troduce ucl 
im·i<liotL di tinctions as would me,·1tably disturb tlie mind of a uurnher of in 
dividual , of eyery community. Communitie heing compo~ed of individual 
that which would wound the feelings and reputation of one. would unquestiou-
ahly have a very unplea ant effect on .the mind·· of all. Churches con~e,1uen ly 
woulcl feel them: lvc lighted and d1 Tes1, cted. in the light and di re }) ct 
hown to some of their me ml, rs, suppo e<l to be <li orderly at such communion 

seasons. fotual <li. coutent would unavoidably ar·se, tl at a coudu t. hf,u\d be 
pur ue<l, on the e occasions, e, idently tending to swell tl1e mind of commu11i 
cant one arrain-,t another, and so by this general union, de troy that par ticul r 
commuuio1f which the members of indivi<lwal church ~. hould ev r 1 a·nt i1 
among thems Ives~ in their own respective ocieties. 'To i it asy to di cover 
how disagreeable circum tance .. of this nature, can be prevented; uule~ it be. 
lly t~1rowing <!P<:n o~n· door to an universal communio11; in which c ~e "e h H 
'1lbolrsh the d1 tu ctiun betwt' _nth'· ~hun:h a~µ '~e ~' .: l, . d ·1 ·1. t p ..... ,. 





'1 1 [o] I l • 't f Iht 1erto we hrrve only enc ea.vourecl to 1cw t ,e 1rn.propne y o op~n. om-
111u11io11, as it re ·pect. Chri tian, 'ocictie in ,~eue1 al. "e hall now exlnb1t tha 
improprietJ with re•rarcl to the Bapti. t in particula1:· _Thi "ill a~pear . 

l. Br ref!ectino· on the nature and t.le. i!m of the n,1s. 10n of John for Bapfi t; 
viz. to !11ake read_ a people prepared for th Lord, Luke i. 17. orto 11ake rca<l_J 
a people for Ji Kino-<lom of Chri t. or for the Gospel hurch. Ilow ,, a· th1 
~Je~i;.?:n accornpli hed? , 'ee • att. iii. 1. 5, i. ,; In tho. e cla~--cause John the 
Bapti t preaching in the "°ild rnc'-, • of .Tu<lea, and . ayino·. repent. ye: for th 
Kirq~dom of Heaven i at haqcl. Th n , ent out to him J:..ru al m and all Judea. 
an(\ all th region rouu<l abunt Jortlan. and ,,. r, I apti:i.cd of him in Jordan. con-
fpssi112; thcir sii1~." Thi. i called the hc,rin11in•"<,rthe Go p 1 .fark.i. l:~:S,4. 
This was the original patern c,·i,, cu for prepal'i?10· per IJII~ for a Go~pel hurc_h 
• tate; and the ordinance of the I tlrd~ .'nppl r I, i11•~ con le ·cdl.v a church ord1-
nanc '; the hap ti ·t , of cour e. entcrt.•ining thi , ie \ of hinrr ·, 1.rn tact extr mc-
ly in1proper were they to practice open cmnmunion. or. in ~nch a cnmm~nion 
per. on~ are r ceived who were ne"er made readv for the Lord. or for a Go p l 
Churcl1 accordin • to the urjrri11al plan; hence in their r ception there mu t be a 
,·iolution of the well known rule, •• ·ee that thou do all thirw5 according to the 
pattern ·hown thee in the monnt;" which precept will apply to the law from 
M,nrnt Zion, equally a, to that of fount inai, 

2. The impropriety of Bapti ts uniting in an open or (1'eneral communion will 
apnear by con iderin<r how hri t received hi" di cip!c . In John iv. 1. it i aid 
he made them di.-ciple an<l then baptizedthem. ee thi:-confirmed by John,iii. 
gJ. 23, 25, 2f:. Hence we infer, if our . aviour rec i"ed per on to communion 
with him 'elf bv the administration of thi ordinance, it cannot he improp r for 
the bapti t to adopt the ame mode, and follow the amc unerrin,g example in 
receiving per ·on to comn union in the h 1rch of Chri t, now, in the pre ·ent day 
"·For hereunto are ye called. becau e hri t al ·o suffered for u , leaYin°· u an e ·-
ample that ye hou·1c1 follow hi , tep~:, 1 P t. ii. 21. 

3. It i improper for the baptist: to practice open comtnunion hecau • in he 
becrinning it wa not o." The e were ·he word. of our Lord when the .Te,· en-
quired, if it were lawful for a man to put away hi· ,vife for evl'fJ cau e? Ou1 
,"aviour replied, I.re • for the hardne of };our heart , ufferecl . ou to }lU 
them away~ hut ,: in tlie h o-innin,, it wa • not o;' hriniin,r them back o the fii 
in titution of marria~ . The qu ·tion i now a ked. i it Ya\\ fol for per on- bap-
ti:1,ed and unbaptized to break hreacl to1•ether at the table of the Lord? "e repl 
that a 111ml,er of piou per on l1ave uLmittecl to it, "Bu in the he0 -innino-i ,a. not o.•, 0 

1. In the b ""inuino-it wag not so in the ori~inal institution of thi onlinancr. 
Tl1e h t in titutions arc liable in the cour·e of time to ufier omc of the mo 
iujurious alteration or chancres from their original de io·n. 

1t i • therefore nece. :-ary frequently to recur to their first e tabli hment in or 
<let· to pr ·crve their purity according to their orio·inal intention. Thi i re 
~1i~rkablJ true in th 'present ca. ':- t the fir.tin iitution of the L, rd" .._ upper 
1t L' prr. umah!P that thci:e wer_c 11one pre. ent but bapti t or bapti'l.t.•d r on . 
I'. ha:, Leen mad~ a que t1_on ":1th ,ouse people whether th di ciplc of our a-
,wur wer baptized. "c offer our rea. on for believint)' that th('J '"'re not nnhap1 izcd. 

1. If ~h~y were n_ot haptizecl. they were not prepared for the Lord .-ccordir g 
to tlte m1111 ·try of I 1 • forerunner or me enger, John the Lapti!,t. ee th• re-
mark al10\'e. 

2. If they , ere not baptized, they did not follow the footstep of their cfo·ine 
mater.-, ee ... fatt. iii. 15, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

S. H they were uat baptized, the miui try of Chri t had not th . ame effec 
0~1 them that it liad on other., ee Luke, ii. 29 ' And all f he people tha h ard 
lam, an,l th~ publican ,ju _tit!ed GocJ bein•r baptized with the bapti n1 of Jolrn. · 

Qt~e_ry. \ ere not the d1. CI) le amon - tho .c obedient one~ that I •arcl him? 
An({ If so. were they not baptized at hi or at ome other period of hi 
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.... otwithstanding, e thus gi"e our rea on \\ ith chri tian camlourand afiecti • 

~till tLe demand i. kPpt up for o comnrnnion. o four chri tian breth-
ren" ill not commune,, ith uch, h y deem unLal • n \ y ·t th y complain 
that \\ c are cruel in 110 communi wi h them. 0 ide the cruelty lie , 
let t!1e impartial jud, . ( ur brethren know that nothint: chri tiau 
ha 1, that fall hol't of huryirw ab liev •r in" a fth acred 
·~ • .• \ntl ye t!l'('J de1nan<l of tL to do i.hat "hie e '"·n not, 
v1· t ,, • laould hr ak l1read in communion \\ ith u ns. 

', ·ill r piy, Lut \\ e l1a • been baptiz •d ,1 " ea k when 
\\ ere ·ou hapfrz. •tl? ' hey reply, in our infancy. "' the point in 
debate and ,, 1ich t he ettl d before e r, e ·a too-ether. Y Oil 
.a_fhrm,, •e deny, on rove from the ew Te me ence of any bap-
:\ 1!1 befor · ·ufe. n of foith and rep ntance, a te i at an end. 
I In· ha· n , t •n don . and "e are confident I. Tb ancient 
refor1;11 1 i Pro taut Epi copalian church, havin cd the follo, •ing 
que t10n, '· i required of per on to be baptized:" and ha, ina replied a~-
cordino-tot ·iptm ,. ·epentance hereby they forsake in and aith, ·here-
by they iat tly believe," immediately f It their difficul y, ' why then said 
hey, are in haptized when by rea ·on of their tender ag they cannot per-

form them ? hat i "hen by rea on of their tender a;e they cannot p form 
f~tith and repe tunce. The only reply that appear d to them in any way con-
s!stant with the :cripture was, ' because the.· promi e tl b. • 

" clearly provin()' that in their vie rep ntance and e in 
111 thi ordinance. fn thi we perfectly agree \\ ith that ch th 
ta-me_nt upport us both. The only <lfficulty b tween 1et 
:requ1 ites of r pentanc and faith mu t not be per onall ed • '11eth-
''r th y can be admitted b • proxy? 

'I he church havin~ . viaine<l. the ordinance of haptism immediately en er on 
ie Lord's c-. r, f 11: provina what we con nd coidin"' to the _or-

ller of th , bap i mis fir t to be ubmitte<l . n 1e eommum n 
to r cei,ed. 

ltlaa~ 1 ftl hurch of 
'E11gland > c l uted into 
a ci\ ii o, l t I ro 
church I io1 ne 
ta111ent a are 
brin,r up du • 
Ward:s O pe 
With "T a 

Hut, hy 
ted, to la: p 
a11 oath or 
tis111 of infan 
e<1uall) bou1 
oath or vo, 1 
ne h and co 
toke p thi • I 
vill not . teal 

lltd the com• 
tray a su pici,m i \\ n hone~ t. ·, 
niethod of oblioati rn. not fo he l w. '· I e 

h
rewar<l in a vohintarj humility. ...ol. ii. I • _ 

&ud ? I a. i." -
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