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MINU'T'ES.

T H E ALAP AH A RI VEN. PRIMITI V E BAPTIST ASSOCIATIO N

was held with the church at E lv in, Coffee county, Ga ., from
O ct ob er 30th to November rst, 1896.

Th e Introductory Sermon was deliv ered by Elder M.
Li ghtsey, of the Suwannee A ssociation, from Gen esis 15th
ch apter and r jth verse, viz : "And he sai d unto Abram, " &c.

After a recess of thirt y minutes th e delegates assembled
in the hou se, where the Associat ion was call ed La order by
the f ormer Moderator. After prayer by Elder]. \tV. Loard
the body proceed ed as follows:

1. R ead letters from fift een ch urch es and en rolle d dele­
ga te s' nam es, a nd on motion, Elder]as. A . Thornton was re­
electe d Moderator, and R. G. Oberry, Clerk, by acclamat ion.

2. R ea d th e D ecorum and in vit ed minist ers of our faith
a nd orde r to seats with us.

3. Called for Petition ary L etters. N on e pr esented.
4. A ppoi nted E lde r ]. 13. Mull is, Br ethren ] . R. Dicker­

so n, D avis Th ornt on , with th e de legates of thi s church, a
Committee on Preachin g and Finance.

5. A ppoint ed E lde r j. T. Min sh ew, Br ethren]. R. Dowl­
in g, J ohn Thom as, with the Modera to r and Clerk, a Commit­
tee on Busines s.

6. Ca lleel for co rres po nde nce, and recei ved fr om th e N ew
Beul ah Associat ion lett er and minutes by Elders ). \tV.
Lo ard , H . Hand, Brethren F . M. Loard, H. A. Loarcl, G. »:
Sas ser, also f ro m th e Union El der ]. A . Osteen, Bro. B.
Mo rr is. Appointed Br o. David 'McGauly to write th e Corre­
sponding L ett er. Aft er pr ay er by Elder]as. A. Osteen ad­
journ ed until tom orrow mornin g a t 8:30 o'c lock.

S AT URD AY, Oct ob er i j rs t, 1896.

Me t ac co rd ing to adjou rnme nt. After prayer by E lde r ].
S . Baxl ey, call ed t he roll and ren ewed in vitation t o ministers
t o seats with us.

7. Call ed for fur the r corres po nd ence and recei ved from
t he Suwann ee A ssoci ati on letter and minut es bv E lde r M.
Li ght sey, also rec eived Elder M. L. Riner, o{ th e Upper
Can ooch ee, E lde r D . L . Hit chcock and Bro. ] . I-I. Me eks, of
the Ocmul gee, and El der). S. Baxley, of Olive Association,
as visit ors.

8. Call ed for rep ort of Co mmittee on Bu sin ess, to-wit:



( 2 )

We, your Committee, have examined correspondence and find nothing
objectionable in them, and recommend the same Order of Business as
appears in our last year's minute.

9. .Called for marked letters and took up three, and agreed
that the next session of this Association be held with the
church at Corinth, Wayne county, Ga., on Friday before the
first Sunday in Novem ber, 1897.

IO~ Appointed correspondence to sister Associations as
follows:

To N ew Beulah-To meet with Reedy Springs church,
Laurens county, Ga., near Dexter, on D. & 'N. R. R ., Friday
before the second Sunday in September, 1807-Elders John
Ellis, W. L. Harper.

To Union-To meet with the church at Pleasant, five miles
from Seacel, on G. S. & F. R. R., Saturday before the third
Sunday in October, 1897-Elder J. B. Mullis, Brethren J. R.
Dickerson, Davis Thornton, Matthew Cowart, D. J. Jeffords.

To Suwannee-To meet with the church at Prospect, Ham­
ilton county, Fla., ten miles east of Genoa and eigteen miles
north-east of Jasper, G. S. & F. R. R., Saturday before the
fourth Sunday in September, 1897-Elders H.]. J. Markee,
W. L. Harper, Jas. A. Thornton, Bro. David McGauly.

To Primitive Ebenezer-A package of minutes.
To Lower Canoochee -To meet with the church at Upper

Black Creek, Friday before the second Sunday in October,
1897-Elder John Ellis, Brethren W. B. Byrd, J. C. Proctor,
J. L. Turner.

To Primitive Pulaski-To meet with the church at Ty Ty,
first Sunday in October, 1897-Elder Jas. A. Thornton, Bro.
H. D. James.

To Upper Canoochee-s-To meet with the church at Mt.
Zion, Emanuel county, Ga., Friday before the first Sunday
in October, r897-Elder John Ellis, Bro. J. M. Warren.

To Mt. Enon-To meet Friday before .the second Sunday
in November, I 896--Bro. F. A. Boyett.

11. Called for report of Committee on Preaching and Fi­
nance, to-wit:

We, your Committee, beg leave to make the following report: We
have received $25.00, and recommend the printing of 650 copies of our
minutes this year, 450 for the churches and balance for correspondence,
the Clerk to pay for the same and have the balance of the funds for his
services after paying all expenses.

12. Called for the Corresponding Letter, which was read
and adopted. On motion the minute was reacl. After admo­
nition by the Moderator and prayer by Elder D. L. Hitch­
cock the body adjourned to the next time and place.

. ELDER J AS. A . THORNTON, Moderator.
R. G. OBERRY, Clerk.
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CORRESPO NDI NG LETTER.

The A la pa ha River Primitive Baptist Asso cia t ion, in session with the
church a t Elvin, Coffee county, Ga., October 30th and 31st, and N ove m­
ber 1St, 1896, to the several Associations with whom she corresponds­
Sendeth Greeting:

D EAR BRETHREN I~ THE LORD:-By the continued mercies of our
God we have again been blessed to hold another session of our body in
peace. Our churches are all represented and peace seems to abound.
Our corresponde nce wa s not as full as desired ; yet our poor hearts were
mad e to rejoice at the sweet me ssages of 10\'e borne to us through your
ministers. We desire a continuance of your brotherly correspondence.
We will next meet, if the Lord will!', with the church at Corinth, Wayne
county, G a., three and one-half miles from Odom , on the E. T. V . & G.
R. R ., on Friday before th e first Sunday in N ovember, 1897, when and
where we hope to me et with you again. Till then , farewell.

ELDER JAS. A . THORNTO~ , Moderator.
R . G. OBERRY, Clerk.

ORDER OF PRE A CHI N G.

F rid ay morning-Elder M. Lightsey, of Su wannee Associa t ion.
Friday evening-Elder M. L. Riner, of U pper Ca noochee, E lder H.

Hand, of N ew Beulah.
S atur d ay morning-Elder J.. \V . Loard, of N ew Beulah, Elder J as. A.

Osteen , of the Union .
S a turd ay ev ening-Elder D. L. Hitchcock , of Ocmulgee, Elder M.

Lightsv, of Suwa nnee .
Sunday morning-Elder J . S. Baxley, of the Olive, Elder W. W.

Riner, of U pper Cano oc hee. Closed b y the Mode rator.

E LDER J AS. A. THORNTON, Mod erator.
R. G. OUERRY, Clerk.

N AME S OF MI NISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES.

Elder j as. A. Thornton Elsie Elder J. T . Minshew Elsie
" Jesse T yr e Hillyard " John Donaldson . Patterson

A . L. R. A vant Patterson " John Moody Sc reven
Simeon Thornton Screven " J . W. Hogarth .. Blackshear
John E llis Sessoms "W. L. Harper. Waycross
H. J. J. Mark ee Ritch " J. B. Mullis .. , .. W a resboro

Elder J. C. Williams Tanner

1,lCENTIATE.

S . \V. Lyn es N a h unta .

-------~-~--"-'-------------------------------_iiiiililliililll'--.
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DE CORUM.

I. This Associa t ion shall op en a nd close with prayer.
2 . Those members ch os en by th e churc hes of our uni on sha ll co mpose

the A lapa ha River Primitive Baptist A ssoc ia t ion.
3. The members thus chosen shall furnish letters fr om th eir respective

churches certifying their appointments, together with their number bap­
ti zed , rec eived by letter , restored , dismiss ed , ex pelle d, d ead a nd total
number in fellowship, s ince our last se ss io n.

4 . This Associatio n shall h ave no power to lord it over Go d 's heritag e,
or infring e upon any of the internal rights of the churches.

5. This Associatisn shall have a Moder ator and a Clerk, who sh all be
chosen by th e members present.

6. I t sh all be the duty of the M odera tor to k eep order , to expla in and
put q uest ions. H e sh all have the same right of sp eech as a ny ot he r
mem ber, provid ed the ch air be filled , hut s hall not vo te unl es s th e body
be equally divided.

7. It shall be the duty of th e Clerk to keep a fair record of the pro­
ceed ing s of the Associa t ion. Minute s taken sh all be rea d, and a me nded
if needed, a nd sign ed by the M ode ra to r an d Cle rk before th e ASSOC Ia­
tion adjourns.

8. A ny new church petitioning by letter and d elegates for admission in
this Association sh all be , if found orthodox and ord er ly, re ceived by th e
Moderator extending th e rig h t hand of fello wship to her d eleg at es .

9. Each church s hall have th e right to se nd tw o d ele g at es to thi s Asso ­
ciation, and no more.

10. Every quer y presented shall b e full y stated in writing and approv ed
by a majority before taken up .

I I. Every motion made and seconded shall com e under th e obser vati on
of. th e A ssociation, unl ess withdrawn by th e per son who mad e it , with
the consent of th e Asso ciat ion.

12. Every person wh o speak s in d ebate shall rise from hi s seat and
address the Moderator in an orderly manner, and shall not be interrupted
while sp eaking, unless he departs from th e "s ubject .

13. N o person shall s pe ak more th an three tim es on th e same subject,
a nd shall not cont inue hi s sp ee ch mor e th an t en minutes at a tim e, with­
out leave of th e Assoc ia t ion.

14. There shall be no talking or whispering in time of a public sp eech,
or refle ction cast upon the speaker.

IS. When a questi on is decided by vote, th er e shall be no mor e debat­
in g on the subj ect.

16. No member shall absent himself from th e Assoc ia tion without
leave of the Associ ation.

17. If any mem b er shall break any of th e rules of thi s A ssociation he
sh all be immediatel y reproved by the Mod erator.

. 18. These rules shall b e read to eve ry Association p rev ious to en te ring
on bu siness .

19. To k eep up a correspondence with sister Associations of th e sam e
faith and order , that a chain of connection may be preserved among th e
church es. .

. 2 0 . To g ive the be s t advi ce th ey ca n in matters of"di fficulty ; and if th e
union be broken between a nv .o f th e c hurc he s, to in quire into th e cause
of th e breach, and to us e th eir b est end eav ors to rem ove th e diffi culty ;
but, if th e breach cannot be heal ed, to withdraw from any church which
they judge unsound in faith or immoral in practi ce, till th ey be recl aim ed.
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2 I. To in vit e any of th e minister s to assistan ce, if necessary.
22. It shall he th e duty of this Assoc ia tio n to pr ovid e for the ge neral un­

ion of th e church es, an d not hold the m in uni on th at support an y modern
Miss iona ry, Bi ble, or Su nday School Uni on So cie ty, or Theologi cal
Sc hool, eith er in th emsel ves or an y other pers on, or is in an y societ y th at
is now or may be her eafter constituted under the pretext of cir cul ating
th e Go spe l of Christ, or any Sec re t So ciet y, nor will she correspond with
a ny Associati on t hat suppor ts or is in a ny of th e ab ove named soci eti es.

Abstraot of Prinoiples Subscribed to by this Assooiation.
I. \Ve believe in one true and livin g God, a nd th at there are three persons in t he God ­

head - F ather, So n and Ho ly Ghos t .
2 . We believe the Scriptures of th e Old and New T est am ent s t o be th e \Vord of God,

an d th e only ru le of faith and practice.
3. We believe in th e doctrine of eternal and partic ular elect ion.
4. We believe in the doc trine of origina l sin.
S. W e believe in man's impot en cy to recover him self from th e sta te he is in by nat ure,

of his own free will and ab ility.
6. \\ e believe that sinners are ju stified in th e sig ht of Go d by the im puted rig hteo us­

ness of Christ .
7. We believe th at Go d's elect sha ll be ca lled, regen erat ed and sa nct ified by th e Holy

Ghos t.
8. We believe th at sai nts shall persevere in grace and never fina lly fall away.
9. \Ve believe th at baptism, th e L ord 's supper, and was hing- th e saints' feet , a re ord in­

ances of J esus Chris t , an d that th e true method of bapt ism is immersio n.
10. We believe that th e punis hme nt of th e wicked will be eve rlasti ng, and th e joys of

the righteou s sha ll be ete rnal.
II. We believe that no man has th e right t o th e adm inist ra tio n of th e ordina nces of

bapti sm and the L ord's suppe r, except su ch as are regul arly call ed and come under th e
ha nds of th e presbytery.

12 . We believe in th e res ur rect ion of th e dead and a ge nera l judgment.
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CLERKS AND POST
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i -§ 0 ~ .~ -§ ~ 3 ~
ro <I) I'::: <I).~ X <I) 0 0

, , ,co ~ 0 c:::: 0 ~ 0 t-; U
Mt, Pleasant~ Ware R. G. Oberry~ Schlatterville R. G. Oberry, F . A. Boyett 1\.. I 1126 '$ I 4012nd in October
Elim. : Coffee W. R. Cole, Sessoms J ohn Ellis, John Roberts 4 3" I 3 4 1155 I 90 4th in September.
Antioch Charlton S. P. Howard, Folkston Henry Wainright.. . . . . .. . . . . . . I 14 I oolISt in April.
New Hope Wayne J. J . Blocker, Lulaton B. D. James, A. J. Petty I I .. I 127 2 0013rd in April.
Big Creek Wa yne ~\' . B. }~yrd, Ritch . . : H. J. J. M.arkee~ W. B. Byrd I .. 4 226 I 50 rst i.n October .
Rom e \:yare ~. H.)hornton, Elsie J. B. MullI s,J. r. Minshew I I .. " 130 I 904th~n Oct ober
New Pr ospect . . Pierce John Th omas, Patterson J ohn Thomas, J . R. Dowling 2 12 I 4014th in April.
Bethlehem Pierce Davis Thornton, Patterson Davis Thornton, J. C. Proctor 3 4 34 2 251Ist in May.
Rehobeth Ware J . A. Meeks, Bickley R. W. Taylor, Elias Moon '" .. .. . . I.. 3 .. 45 I 50IIst in September.
Providence Ware . , J. R . Dickerson, Saury , J. R. Dickerson, B. w. James . . . . . 3 3 . . I ' " I 2 40 2 50 3rd in September.
Red Bluff Clinch J oseph Bailey, Pearson Matthew Cowart, D. J . Jeffords... . . 41" I • • 2.. I 20 I 50!2nd in August.
Ben J am es Pierce W. H. Bowen, Blackshear , W. H. Bowen, G. C. James 4 ' . . 4 .. 341 2 °3rd in May.
~aI!lah Pierce IGeorge H yre s, Coffee l as..A. Thornton, T. F. Sweat 3 I I .. 34 I l5 zndi n Se ptember.
Connth ' .. Wayne H. R. McGauly, Odom David McGauly, H. R. Bennett ' " .. 14 I 00 3rd m October.
Pleasant Gr ove Appling ' " Timothy Bland, Tanner T. Bland, \V. G. Stewart . . . . 4 2 . . I . . •• 2 . . 22 I 00 3rd in August.
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