
SERMON IV. 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 

John v. 42.—" But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you." these

 words were addressed by the Lord Jesus Christ, on a 
certain occasion, to those who professed that they loved God. 
I design, this morning, and in the afternoon, to establish the doc-
trine of total depravity. 

In doing this, I design, in the first place to show what the doc-
trine of total depravity, is not. 

And secondly, what it is : 
And thirdly, to prove the doctrine, according to the definition 

which I shall give of it. 
And to conclude each discourse, with such remarks as shall 

appear appropriate, and necessary. 
First. I am to show, what the doctrine of total depravity is not. 
1st. It does not consist in any want of faculties to obey God. 

We have all the powers of moral agency, that are needed to ren-
der perfect obedience to God. If there were any want of facul-
ties, in our nature, our responsibility would cease ; and we could 
not be justly blamed, for not doing that, for the performance of 
which, we do not possess the appropriate moral powers. 

2dly. Total depravity does not consist, in a mutilated state of 
our moral powers. Neither our powers of body, or mind, are in 
a maimed, or mutilated state. If they were so, our obligation 
to obedience, would be diminished, precisely in proportion to the 
imperfection of the faculties of moral agency, which we ?mess. 

3dly. Total depravity, does not consist, in any physical pollu-
tion transmitted from Adam, or from our ancestors, to us. It is 
impossible that moral depravity, should consist in physical pollu. 
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ti o n. S o ni c p er s o n s h a v e s p o k e n of d e pr a vit y, a n d of t h e p oll u-
ti o n s of o ur n at ur e, a s if t h er e w er e s o m e m or al d e pr a vit y cl e a v-

i n g t o, or i n c or p or at e d wit h, t h e v er y s u b st a n c e of o ur b ei n g. 
N o w t hi s i s t o t al k utt er n o n s e n s e. If s u c h a d e pr a vit y w er e 

p ossi bl e, it w o ul d n ot b e m or al, b ut p h ysi c al d e pr a vit y. It c o ul d 

n ot b e a d e pr a vit y f or w hi c h w e w er e bl a m e- w ort h y. It c o ul d 
n ot b e a si nf ul d e pr a vit y. It w o ul d b e a dis e as e, a n d n ot a c ri m e. 

B ut a g ai n, 4t hl y. T ot al d e pr a vit y, d o e s n ot c o n si st, i n a n y 
pri n ci pl e of si n, t h at i s i n c or p or at e d wit h o ur b ei n g. T h e w or d 
pri n ci pl e, i s u s e d i n t w o s e ns es. It s o m eti m e s m e a n s a pr o p ert y, 

or a n attri b ut e, of a s u b st a n c e, w hi c h h as a n i n h er e nt t e n d e n c y 

t o pr o d u c e r e s ult s a gr e e a bl e t o it s n at ur e. I n t hi s s e n s e, d e pr a vit y 
i s n ot a pri n ci pl e, it i s n ot a r o ot, or s pr o ut, or e s s e n c e, or pr o-
p ert y, or attri b ut e of a n y s u b st a n c e. It m a k e s n o p art, eit h er of 
b o d y or mi n d. It d o e s n ot b el o n g t o t h e c o n stit uti o n, b ut b el o n g s 
p ur el y, a n d e x cl u si v el y t o c h a r a ct e r; M or al d e pr a vit y i s a q u al-
it y of v ol u nt ar y a cti o n, a n d n ot of s u b st a n c e. If b y pri n ci pl e, i s 
m e a nt p ur p os e, pr ef er e n c e, dis p ositi o n, v ol u nt ar y i n cli n ati o n t o si n; 
t h e n, i n t hi s s e n s e, d e pr a vit y i s a pri n ci pl e ; a n d i n n o ot h er s e n s e. 

5t h. B y t ot al d e p r a vit y, is n ot m e a nt, t h at a n y b ei n g i s, or c a n 
b e, si nf ul, b ef or e h e h a s e x er ci s e d t h e p o w er s of m or al a g e n c y. 

6t h. B y t ot al d e pr a vit y, I d o n ot m e a n, t h at t h er e i s a n y si n, 
i n h u m a n b ei n g s, or i n a n y ot h er b ei n g s, s e p ar at e fr o m a ct u al 
tr a ns gr essi o n. 

I d o n ot m e a n, t h at t h er e i s s o m e c o n stit uti o n al d e pr a vit y,  
w hi c h li e s b a c k, a n d i s t h e c a u s e of a ct u al tr a n s gr e s si o n. 

7t h. I d o n ot m e a n, b y t ot al d e pr a vit y, t h at t h er e i s t h e s a m e 

di s p o siti o n t o si n, b el o n gi n g t o t h e s u b st a n c e of b o d y or mi n d, 
t h at t h e r e i s i n a s e r p e nt t o bit e, o r i n a w olf t o d e v o u r s h e e p. 
I n ot h e r w o r ds, I d o n ot m e a n, t h at t h e r e is a c o nstit uti o n al a p p e-
tit e, o r c r a vi n g f or si n, i m pl a nt e d i n t h e s u bst a n c e, of t h e b o d y o r 
mi n d. 

8t h. B y t ot al d e p r a vit y, I d o n ot m e a n, t h at m e n a r c a s b a d, 

a s t h ey c a n b e, or a s t h e y mi g ht b e, u n d er ot h er cir c u m st a n c e s. 

If t h e y w er e pl a c e d u n d er cir c u m st a n c e s, of l e s s r est r ai nt, o r of 

g r e at e r t e m pt ati o n, t h e y w o ul d d o u btl ess b e w o rs e t h a n t h e y a rs- 

W h e n w e B a y, t h at mo n are totally de prave d, we are so meti mes 
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u n d er st o o d t o affir m, t h at m e n ar e a s b a d a s t h e y c a n b e. T h e y 
s e e m t o u n d er st a n d t h e w or d t ot al, as si g nif yi n g t h e hi g h est p ossi-
bl e d e gr e e of d e pr a vit y. B ut c ert ai nl y t hi s i s n ot t h e m e a ni n g of 
t h e w or d t ot al. T h e s u m t ot al of 3 a n d 2 a n d 5 i s 1 0. T hi s i s 
n ot t h e hi g h est p ossi bl e n u m b er, b ut is t h e t ot al of 3. a n d 2. a n d 5. 
T h e s a m e w or d w h e n q u alif yi n g d e pr a vit y, d o e s n ot m e a n t h e 

hi g h e st p o s si bl e d e gr e e of d e pr a vit y, b ut si m pl y, t h at t h e w h ol e 
c h ar a ct er i s d e pr a v e d; t h at t h er e i s n o mi xt ur e of g o o d i n hi s 
c h ar a ct er. N ot, t h at h e d o e s a n d s a y s, a s wi c k e dl y a s h e c o ul d 
s a y a n d d o ; b ut t h at w h at e v er h e d o e s a n d s a y s, a n d i s, i s si nf ul. 
" T h at e v er y t h o u g ht a n d i m a gi n ati o n of his h e art, is o nl y e vil c o n-

ti n u all y. " 
S e c o n dl y. B y t ot al d e pr a vit y, I d o m e a n 
1 st. T h at i m p e nit e nt si n n er s, ar e u ni v er s all y d e stit ut e of l o v e 

t o G o d. M y m ai n b u si n e s s t hi s m or ni n g, i s, t o e st a bli s h t his p osi-
ti o n, a n d c o n cl u d e wit h s e v er al r e m ar k s. I n t h e aft er n o o n, if t h e 
L or d p er mit, I will f urt h er st at e w h at i s m e a nt b y t ot al d e pr a vit y, 
a n d a d d u c e t h e pr o of s, of t h e s e v er al p o siti o n s, a s I g o al o n g. 

T h e t e xt e x pr e s sl y a s s ert s, t h at si n n er s h a v e n ot t h e l o v e of 

G o d i n t h e m. It w o ul d b e e a s y, t o s h o w, t h at t hi s s a m e d o ctri n e, 

i s e v er y w h er e r e c o g ni z e d, i n t h e Bi bl e. B ut a s I a m t o d e al 

wit h t h o s e, w h o I affir m t o b e t ot all y d e pr a v e d, I d o n ot e x p e ct, 
t h at a t h us s ait h t h e L or d will s ettl e t h e q u esti o n wit h y o u, a n d p ut 
it b e y o n d d e b at e. — Y o u ar e u n b eli e v er s, a n d h o w e v er y o u a s s e nt 
t o t h e tr ut h of t h e bi bl e, i n g e n er al, y et, I k n o w, t h at y o u h a v e 
n o h e art y c o nfi d e n c e, i n it s d o ctri n e s i n t h eir d et ail; T o pr o v e 
t o y o u, t h e d o ctri n e of t ot al d e pr a vit y, fr o m t h e bi bl e, o nl y, m a y 
g ai n y o ur u nf e eli n g a s s e nt. B ut I a m w ell a w ar e, t h at t hi s ki n d 
of e vi d e n c e, will n ot s o bri n g t h e s u bj e ct h o m e, t o y o ur e x p e. 
ri e n c e, a s t o m a k e y o u f e el it s tr ut h. I mi g ht q u ot e t h e t e xt, a n d 
ot h er p a s s a g e s of S cri pt ur e i n pr o of of t hi s d o ctri n e, a n d t h e n 

t hr o w t h e r e s p o n si bilit y u p o n y o u, of r e c ei vi n g or r ej e cti n g it. 

B ut a s t h er e i s a n e x h a u stl e s s v ari et y of ot h er pr o of s wit hi n m y 
r e a c h, I will g at h er u p a f e w of t h e m, a n d l a y t h e m b ef or e y o u. 
f or y o ur c o nsi d er ati o n. 

F a ct s, ar e st u b b or n t hi n g s, a n d h o w e v er m e n m a y e v a d e t h e 
bi bl e. H o w e v er t h e y m a y t ur n a w a y fr o m, a n d mi s u n d er st a n d 
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m et a p h y si c al r e a s o ni n g s ; t h e y fi n d it diffi c ult, t o r e si st pl ai n m at -

t e r s of f a c t ; e s p e ci all y, w h e n t h e f a c t s e xi s t i n t h ei r o w n e x p e -

ri e n c e. I d e si g n t o g a t h e r m y p r o of s o f t hi s d o c t ri n e, f r o m t h e 

e x p e ri e n c e of y o u, w h o a r e p r e s e n t. T o p oi n t o u t c e r t ai n f a c t s, 

i n y o u r o w n hi st o r y, a n d i n t h e hi st o r y of t h o s e a r o u n d y o u, t h at 

will pl a c e t hi s d o ct ri n e u p o n a f o u n d ati o n, n ot t o b e c o nt r o v e rt e d. 

T h e l a w s of mi n d, i n t h ei r d e t ail, a r e b u t i m p e rf e c tl y u n d e r -

s t o o d. Y e t t h e r e a r e c e r t ai n l a w s of mi n d, t h a t a r e u n d e r s t o o d, 

e v e n b y c hil d r e n. T h e y a r e f a c t s of s u c h u ni v e r s al a n d f r e q u e n t 

e x p e ri e n c e, t h a t w e k n o w wi t h a b s ol u t e c e r t ai n t y, t h a t s u c h a r e 

t h e l a w s of mi n d. F o r i n s t a n c e, b y e x p e ri e n c e, w e k n o w i t t o b e 

a l a w of mi n d, t h a t w e t a k e d eli g h t i n pl e a si n g t h e o bj e c t of o u r 

aff e c ti o n. T o l o v e a n i n di vi d u al, i s t o d e si r e hi s h a p pi n e s s. T o 

p r o m o t e hi s h a p pi n e s s, i s t o g r a tif y t h a t d e si r e. T o pl e a s e t h e 

o bj e c t of o u r aff e c ti o n, t h e n i s t o pl e a s e o u r s el v e s. T o d o t h a t, 

w hi c h i s pl e a si n g t o o n e w h o m w e l o v e ; t o a d d t o hi s h o n o r, o r 

t o hi s h a p pi n e s s, i n a n y w a y ; i s t o g r atif y o u r d e si r e f o r hi s h a p

piness ; and naturally, and necessarily adds to our own happiness 

It i s n ot e s s e nti al t h at w e s h o ul d ai m at g r atif yi n g o u r s el v e s, o r 

at p r o m oti n g o u r o w n h a p pi n e s s, i n o u r eff o rt s t o pl e a s e t h e o bj e ct 
of o u r aff e c ti o n s. 

W h e n w e a ct vi rt u o u sl y, t o pl e a s e o u r s el v e s, i s n o p a rt of o u r 

d e si g n. B ut alt h o u g h, n ot e nt e ri n g i nt o o u r d e si g n, it i s t h e n at u. 

r al r e s ult of pl e a si n g a n o bj e ct of o ur aff e cti o n. It i s t h e gr ati -

f yi n g of o u r l o v e, o r d e si r e t o p r o m o t e hi s h a p pi n e s s, o r h o n o r ; 

a n d t hi s g r a tif yi n g of o u r d e si r e, i s of i t s elf h a p pi n e s s. W e fi n d 

t hi s p ri n ci pl e, s h o wi n g i t s elf, i n all t h e r el a ti o n s of lif e. W h e n 

i s t h e aff e cti o n at e h u s b a n d o r wif e, i n a st at e of hi g h e r e nj o y m e nt, 

t h a n w h e n t h e y a r e e n g a g e d i n t h o s e e m pl o y m e n t s, a n d i n t h e 

p e rf o r m a n c e of t h o s e offi c e s, t h at c o nt ri b ut e t o e a c h ot h e r s h a p -

pi n e s s. W h e n i s t h e aff e c ti o n a t e wif e, m o r e c h e e rf ul, t h a n w h e n 

b u si e d i n t h o s e t hi n g s, t h at s h e k n o w s will pl e a s e h e r h u s b a n d. 

H o w a s si d u o u s, a n d u n w e a ri e d, ar e l o v er s, a n d ot h er d e ar fri e n d s, 

i n t h ei r eff o rt s t o pl e a s e t h e o bj e ct o f t h ei r a f f e c ti o n H o w e a g e r  

t o a nti ci p at e e a c h ot h e r' s d e si r e s ; h o w r e a dil y ; h o w j o yf ull y d o 

t h e y e n g a g e i n t h o s e t hi n g s, t h e t h e y k n o w will gi v e pl e a s u r e t o 

o n e w h o m t h e y g r e a tl y l o v e . I t i s a b s u r d, a n d a c o n t r a di c ti o n 
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F or y o u t o s a y t h at y o u l o v e a n i n di vi d u al, a n d h a v e n o d eli g ht i n 

pl e a si n g hi m. It i s i m p o s si bl e, t h at y o u s h o ul d l o v e a n i n di vi d u al, 

a n d n ot b e gr atifi e d i n pr o m oti n g hi s h a p pi n e s s. T o s a y, t h at 

y o u l o v e a p er s o n, i s t h e s a m e a s t o s a y, t h at y o u d e sir e hi s h a p-

pi n e s s, a n d t o s a y t h at y o u c a n d e sir e hi s h a p pi n e s s wit h o ut d e- 

li g hti n g i n pr o m oti n g it, i s t h e s a m e a s t o s a y, t h at t o gr atif y 

virt u o u s d e sir e i s n ot h a p pi n e s s. I n ot h er w or d s, t h at t h e gr ati-

fi c ati o n of virt u o u s d e sir e, i s n ot a gr atifi c ati o n. 
T hi s l a w of mi n d h ol d s tr u e, i n all it s f ull n e s s a n d e xt e nt, u p o n 

t h e s u bj e ct of r eli gi o n. I a p p e al t o e v er y C hri sti a n i n t hi s h o u s e, 
w h et h er, t o d o t h e will of G o d, i s n ot m or e t h a n hi s n e c e s s ar y f o o d ; 
w h et h er it i s n ot y o ur m e at a n d dri n k t o d o t h e will of y o ur H e a-

v e nl y F at h er. W h e n ar e y o u s o h a p p y, a s w h e n e n g a g e d i n t h o s e 

t hi n g s t h at y o u k n o w will pr o m ot e t h e h o n o ur a n d gl or y of G o d. I 

d o n ot m e a n, or s u p p o s e, t h at it i s y o ur d e si g n t o gr atif y y o ur s elf, 

w h e n y o u o b e y a n d s er v e G o d ; b ut I a s k, d o y o u n ot fi n d it t o b e 

a m att er of f a ct, t h at y o u ar e n e v er s o h a p p y, a s w h e n y o u ar e e n-

g a g e d i n d oi n g t h o s e t hi n g s t h at pl e a s e hi m. Y o u s e ar c h hi s w or d, 
t o k n o w w h at will pl e a s e hi m ; a n d w h e n y o u k n o w hi s will, a n d 

e n g a g e h e artil y i n t h e p erf or m a n c e of it, t h e h a p pi n e s s y o u will 

e x p eri e n c e i n t h e p erf or m a n c e of t h e s e d uti e s m a y n ot e nt er i nt o 

y o ur d e si g n or t h o u g ht s ; a n d y et y o u k n o w, t h at a s a m att er of 

f a ct, t h e p erf or m a n c e of d ut y pr o m ot e s y o ur o w n h a p pi n e s s. T o 
pl e a s e G o d, pl e a s e s y o ur s elf. A n d n o w, l et m e a p p e al t o t h e e x-

p eri e n c e of e v er y i m p e nit e nt si n n er i n t hi s h o u s e : d o y o u n ot k n o w, 
t h at fr o m t h e v er y c o n stit uti o n of y o ur mi n d, y o u l o v e t o pl e a s e 
y o u rf ri e n d s. A n d d o y o u n ot k n o w, t h at it m a k e s n o p art of y o ur 
h a p pi n e s s t o pl e a s e G o d. H o w y o u d eli g ht t o gr atif y y o ur c hil-
dr e n ; t o pl e a s e t h e o bj e ct s of y o ur m o st e n d e ar e d aff e cti o n ; b ut I 
a s k y o ur c o n s ci e n c e, d o y o u t a k e d eli g ht i n pl e a si n g G o d ? D o 

y o u st u d y t o k n o w w h at will pl e a s e hi m ? A n d w h e n y o u h a v e 

l e ar n e d hi s will, d o y o u fi n d y o ur s el v e s i n cli n e d, r e a dil y a n d j o y-

f ull y, t o p erf or m it ? 

H o w m u c h p ai n s y o u will t a k e; at h o w m u c h e x p e n s e y o u will b e; 

h o w w at c hf ul, a s si d u o u s, a n d p er s e v eri n g, n ot o nl y i n c o nf or mi n g 

t h e g e n er al o utli n e of y o ur c o n d u ct, t o t h e wi s h e s of o n e w h o m y o u 

gr e atl y l o v e; b ut i n f oll o wi n g o ut t h e mi n uti a, i nt o t h e d et ail ; i n f ul. 
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tilling the slightest desires, and gratifying even the passing wishes 
of one upon whom your heart is set ; and thus, giving yourself up, 
to promoting the happiness of the object of your affection, makes 
up, at once, the history and the substance, of your own happiness. 

Now, sinner, is this your experience on the subject of religion ? 
Do you love to please God ? Is it your business ? Is it your hap- piness

 ? In other things, in regard to the affairs of this world, 
every thing you say or do, is viewed as having a relation to the ob-
ject of your supreme affection. If you love money supremely, every 
thing is judged of, is hated or loved, is desired or rejected, accord. 
ing to the relation it sustains to your own pecuniary interest. If 
you can make make money by it, you have pleasure in it. If it 
would prevent the acquisition of wealth, you are displeased with it. 
So, if you have an earthly friend, whom you greatly love, it is na-
tural for you to inquire, in every thing you say and do, how it will 
be received or looked upon by this object of your affection ; what 
relation it sustains to him or her ; and all your conduct is modified, 
and all your pursuits are regulated, by this controlling and absorb

ing affection for this idol. Now, sinner, I ask you again, is it true, 
in your own experience, that every thing pleases or displeases you ; 
that you love or hate it ; that you desire or reject it, according to 
its relation to the will of God ; that if you see it will please him, it 
pleases you ; if it is agreeable to his will, is it agreeable to your 
will ? If it will promote his glory, do you desire it ? If it will dis-
honour him, do you reject and abhor it ? If not, why do you pre. 
tend to love God ? You could not believe that your children or 
your wife loved you, unless you saw that they delighted to please 
you. And why should you deceive yourself, by supposing that you 
love God, when you know it is not your happiness to please him ? 

Again, from the constitution of our minds, we:delight in the society 
and conversation of those whom we greatly love. To commune 
with them is sweet. To be alone with them ; to enjoy their confi-
dence ; to pour into each others bosom the overflowing's of our af. 
fections, constitutes some of the sweetest and most sacred of our 
joys. This law of mind shows itself, in all its strength, on the sub-
ject of religion. 

Saints, in all ages of  the world, have delighted to commune with 
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G o d, h a v e s o u g ht his s o ci et y, a n d l o v e d t h e r etir e m e nt of t h e. cl o- 
s et, w h er e t h e y c a n b e al o n e wit h G o d ; a n d n e v er ar e t h e y m or e 
s u pr e m el y a n d s a cr e dl y h a p p y, t h a n w h e n al o n e, i n s e cr et a n d h ol y 

c o m m u ni o n wit h t h e bl e s s e d G o d. N o w, si n n er, i s t hi s y o ur e x p e. 
ri e n c e ? D o y o u l o v e t o b e al o n e wit h G o d ? D o y o u d eli g ht t o 
pr a y ? I s it y o ur m o st s a cr e d, m o st e n d e ar e d e m pl o y m e nt, t o g et 
al o n e, a n d l o w u p o n y o ur k n e es, p o ur o ut y o ur h e art i n c o m m u ni o n 
wit h y o ur G o d ? I d o n ot a s k y o u w h et h er y o u pr a y, f or t hi s y o u 
m a y d o fr o m a v ari et y of m oti v e s, b ut i s it b e c a u s e y o u l o v e t o 
pr a y ? B e c a u s e y o u l o v e t o b e al o n e a n d c o m m u n e wit h G o d ? 
If y o u ar e a n i m p e nit e nt si n n er, y o u k n o w t h at y o u d o n ot l o v e t h e 
s o ci et y of G o d. 	 • 

A g ai n, w e n at ur all y priz e t h e a p pr o b ati o n of o n e w h o m w e l o v e. 

W e a c c o u nt it of t h e gr e at est i m p ort a n c e, a n d it is i n dis p e ns a bl e t o 

o ur o w n h a p pi n ess, t h at w e s h o ul d h a v e t h e a p pr o b ati o n of t h e o b-
j e ct of o ur s u pr e m e aff e cti o n. W e ar e s o c o n stit ut e d, t h at it gi v e s 
u s gr e at p ai n t o k n o w, t h at o ur c o n d u ct i s di s a p pr o v e d of b y o ur 
d e ar e st fri e n d s. T hi s i s s o i n r e g ar d t o o ur w orl dl y fri e n d s, a n d 
it i s s o i n r e g ar d t o G o d. N ot hi n g will wri n g a C hri sti a n' s h e art 
wit h m or e i nt ol er a bl e a n g uis h, t h a n t h e c o n vi cti o n, t h at his c o n d u ct 
m erits t h e dis a p pr o b ati o n of G o d ; a n d t his is n ot pri n ci p all y, a n d, 

i n m a n y c a s e s, n ot at all, t hr o u g h f e ar of p u ni s h m e nt. T h e C hri s-
ti a n m a y h a v e, a n d oft e n d o e s h a v e, t h e m o st t hrilli n g a n d p ai nf ul 
e m oti o ns, i n vi e w of his h a vi n g m erit e d t h e dis a p pr o b ati o n of G o d; 
w hil e, at t h e s a m e ti m e, h e i s n ot di str e s s e d wit h f e ar of p u ni s h. 

meant. But he has offended God ; he is ashamed, and cannot look 
u p ; h e f e el s a s a n aff e cti o n at e c hil d or wif e w o ul d f e el, u n d er 
t h e c o n s ci o u s n e s s of h a vi n g d o n e w h at t h e p ar e nt or t h e h u s b a n d 
hi g hl y dis a p pr o v e d. 

T h e q u e sti o n n at ur all y aris es, a n d h a s a c o ntr olli n g i nfl u e n c e 
o v er o ur li v es, will t his or t h at pl e as e or dis pl e as e hi m or h er w h o m 

I 	 T o g ai n t h e a p pr o b ati o n of t hi s o bj e ct of aff e cti o n, i s 

o ur a m biti o n, a n d o ur hi g h est j o y. N o w, si n n er, I a p p e al t o y o u, 
i s n ot t hi s tr u e, i n y o ur e x p eri e n c e, a s it r e s p e ct s hi m or h er, w h o 
i s t h e o bj e ct of y o ur gr e at e st aff e cti o n ? A n d i s it tr u e, t h at y o u, 
a b o v e all t hi n g s, pri z e t h e a p pr o b ati o n of G o d ? I s it y o ur st u d y ? 
Is it y o ur deli g ht t o gai n his a p pr o bati o n ? D oes t he c o nsci o us ness. 
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of h a vi n g d o n e w h a t h e di s a p p r o v e s, w ri n g y o u r h e a r t wi t h a n -

g ui s h, i r r e s p e c ti v e of i t s c o n s e q u e n c e s t o y o u r s elf, a n d s e p a r a t e 

fr o m all fear t hat y o u s hall be p u nis he d ? D o y o u feel t he sa me 

e m o ti o n s of s a d n e s s, of s h a m e, of di s t r e s s a n d s o r r o w, w h e n y o u 

h a v e m e ri t e d t h e di s a p p r o b a ti o n of G o d, t h a t y o u d o w h e n y o u 

h a v e i n c u r r e d t h e di s a p p r o b a ti o n of y o u r m o s t b el o v e d e a r t hl y 

f ri e n d T I a p p e al t o y o u r o w n c o n s ci e n c e, i n t h e si g h t o f G o d. 

D o y o u n o t k n o w, t h a t y o u d o n o t s u p r e m el y d e si r e t h o a p p r o b a -

ti o n of G o d 7 

A g ai n, w e n a t u r all y h a v e r ef e r e n c e t o t h e f e eli n g s of t h e o bj e ct 

o f o u r s u p r e m e a f f e c ti o n s, i n all o u r c o n d u c t. T h e a f f e c ti o n a t e 

h u s b a n d o r wif e, p a r e n t o r c hil d, i s c a r ef ul n o t t o w o u n d t h e f e el -

i n g s of t h o s e t h e y l o v e ; a n d if t h e y fi n d t h a t t h e y h a v e w o u n d e d 

t h ei r f e eli n g s t h e y h a v e n o r e s t u n til t h e y h a v e c o nf e s s e d, a n d 

h e al e d t h e w o u n d, a n d a r e f o r gi v e n. T hi s i s t r u e i n r eli gi o n. I f 

y o u l o v e G o d, y o u c a n n o t r efl e c t t h a t y o u h a v e w o u n d e d hi s f e el -

i n g s, wi t h o u t p ai n. Y o u w o ul d n o t c o m pl ai n t h a t y o u c o ul d n o t 

r e p e n t: T h e t r u t h i s, t h a t i f y o u w e r e i n t h e e x e r ci s e o f l o v e t o 

G o d. y o u c o ul d n ot h el p r e p e nti n g, a n y m or e t h a n a n aff e cti o n at e 

wif e c o ul d r ef r ai n f r o m g ri ef, if s h e h a d w o u n d e d a n d g ri e v e d h e r 
h u s b a n d. 

A g ai n, w e n at u r all y l o r e t o t hi n k of t h e o b je ct of o u r aff e cti o n. 

E v e r y o n e k n o w s h o w s w e e t i t i s t o b e al o n e, t o m e di t a t e, t o c all 

u p b ef o r e t h e mi n d, a n d t o d w ell u p o n s o m e a b s e n t o bj e c t of o u r 

l o v e. T h u s l o v e r s a r e a p t t o s e e k s oli t u d e, a n d t h e r e i s a ki n d of 

s a cr e d n e s s t hr o w n ar o u n d t h o s e h o ur s, w h e n, i n t h e still n e s s of o ur 

b e d - c h a m b e r, o r i n t h e r eti r e m e nt of t h e l o n el y w al k, w e d w ell i n si -

l e nt, b ut d eli g htf ul m u si n g s, u p o n t h e c h a r a ct e r a n d p e r s o n of hi m o r 

b e r w h o s n w e f o n dl y l o v e. T h e d e e p h o u r of mi d ni g h t will of t e n 

witness the wakeful musings of a heart, which, in the sweetness of its 

O w n f o n d  i m a gi ni n g s i s d w elli n g u p o n t h a t b el o v e d f ri e n d, w h o, 

t h o u g h a b s e n t, i s a t o n c e t h e ci r c u mf e r e n c e a n d t h e all - a b s o r bi n g 

c e n t e r of i t s aff e c ti o n s. T h e s e m u si n g s e n ki n dl e o u r  aff e c ti o n s i n t o 

a fl a m e. S e e t h a t h u s b a n d f r o m h o m e ; h e i s a h u s b a n d a n d a fi t. 

t h ei r ; w h e n t h e b u s tl e of t h e d a y i s o v e r ; w h e n t h e di s t r a c ti o n s 

a n d c a r e s of b u si n e s s h a v e p a s s e d a w a y ; s e e hi s b u s y t h o u g h t s, 

g oi n g o u t a n d d w elli n g u p o n hi s a b s e n t wif e ; u p o n hi s li t tl e p r a t - 
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t h u g b a b e s, u ntil hi s h e art i s all i n a gl o w, a n d t e ar s of u n utt er a bl e 

aff e cti o n fill hi s e y e s. T hi s i s n at ur e ; a n d t h e s e l a w s of mi n d a ct 

wit h e q u al u nif or mit y, w h e n G o d i s t h e o bj e ct of s u pr e m e aff e cti o n. 

T h e l o n e w al k ; t h e q ui et b e d- c h a m b er ; t h e h o ur of s a cr e d r etir e. 

m e nt, a r e s w e et t o t h e C h ri sti a n. H e l o v e s t o s e n d o ut hi s 

t h o u g ht s aft er G o d; t o d w ell u p o n hi s gl ori e s ; l o o k i nt o t h e m y s-

t eri e s of hi s l o v e; t o t hi n k, a n d t hi n k, a n d m e dit at e, a n d t ur n t h e 

s u bj e ct of hi s gl ori o u s c h ar a ct er, o v er a n d o v er b ef or e hi s mi n d, till 

hi s h e art di s s ol v e s i n l o v e. T h u s, t h e P s al mi st s a y s, " w hil e I w a s 
m u si n g, t h e fir e b ur n e d. " N o w, si n n er, d o y o u l o v e t o t hi n k of 

G o d ? D o y o u d eli g ht t o h a v e G o d i n all y o ur t h o u g ht s ? D o 
y o u s e e k s olit u d e a n d r etir e m e nt, t h at y o u m a y, u n m ol e st e d, d w ell 

u p o n hi m i n y o ur f o n d e st, h oli e st m u si n g s ? A n d w h e n y o u t hi n k, 

a n d m e dit at e, a n d pr a y, d o y o u fi n d i n it a s w e et, a n d t e n d er, a n d all-

s ati sf yi n g h a p pi n e s s ? Ar e y o u s e n si bl e of e m oti o n s ofl o v e t o G o d, 

a s str o n g, n a y v a stl y str o n g er t h a n t h o s e y o u e x er ci s e w h e n t hi n k-

i n g of y o ur d e ar e st e art hl y fri e n d ? I a p p e al t o y o ur o w n e x p eri-

e n c e, a n d t o y o ur o w n c o n s ci e n c e, i n t h e si g ht of G o d. 
A g ai n, w e n at ur all y d eli g ht i n c o n v e r si n g a b o ut a n o bj e ct of o ur 

aff e cti o n s. It gi v e s u s pl e a s ur e t o s p e a k of o n e w e l o v e. It i s gr a-

tif yi n g t o u s, t o l et o ur li p s s p e a k o ut of t h e f ul n e s s of o ur h e art s. 

S o m eti m e s a n aff e cti o n i s c h eri s h e d, w h er e t h er e i s s o m e p arti c ul ar 

r e a s o n f or c o n c e ali n g it ; b ut e v e n i n t h o s e c a s e s, a gr e at aff e cti o n 

i s s el d o m c h eri s h e d wit h o ut b ei n g di v ul g e d, t o s o m e o n e. B ut 
w h er e t h er e i s n o r e a s o n f or c o n c e ali n g it, w e s e e h o w n at ur al it i s, 

t o m a k e t h e o bj e ct of aff e cti o n t h e s u bj e ct of c o n v er s ati o n. T hi s 

l a w of mi n d m a nif e st s it s elf, a s u nif or ml y, o n t h e s u bj e ct of r eli gi o n, 
a s u p o n a n y ot h er s u bj e ct. It i s a m a xi m i n p hil o s o p h y, a s w ell a s 

i n m or al s, t h at o ut of t h e a b u n d a n c e of t h e h e art t h e m o ut h s p e a k et h. 
Y o u s e e a p er s o n w h o s e h e art i s w ar m wit h t h e l o v e of G o d ; if G o d 

i s i n all hi s t h o u g ht s, H e, a n d t h e i nt er e st of hi s ki n g d o m, will b e, i n 

all hi s w or d s. If hi s h e art i s s et u p o n G o d, hi s li p s will s p e a k of 

G o d ; u nl e s s h e b e u n d er cir c u m st a n c e s t o r e q uir e r e s er v e, a n d t h e n 

h e will n at ur all y r e m ai n sil e nt, s o o n er t h a n c o n v er s e u p o n a s u bj e ct 

u p o n w hi c h hi s h e art i s n ot s et. If h e i s u n d er cir c u m st a n c e s, 
w h er e h e c a n n ot c o n si st e ntl y s p e a k of G o d, h e i s i n cli n e d n ot t o 

s p e a k at all. N o w, si n n er, l o o k at y o ur o w n e x p eri e n c e ; d o y o u 
1 3 
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l o v e t o c o n v er s e a b o ut G o d ? I s it d eli g htf ul t o y o u t o s p e a k of 

hi s c h ar a ct er, of hi s p er s o n, a n d of hi s gl or y ? I l e a v e it wit h y o ur 

c o n s ci e n c e t o d e ci d e. 

A g ai n, w e a r e p ai n e d w h e n s e p a r at e d f r o m t h o s e w e l o v e. E v er y 

b o d y k n o w s t hi s i s tr u e, a s it r e s p e ct s w orl dl y fri e n d s ; a n d it i s 

tr u e i n a still hi g h er s e n s e, a s it r e s p e ct s G o d. E v er y C hri sti a n 

k n o w s, j u st w h at s ai nt s of ol d k n e w, t h at t h e y c a n n ot li v e, a n d h a v e 

t h e l e a st e nj o y m e nt, if t h e y ar e f ar fr o m G o d. If h e hi d e s hi s 

f a c e, if t h e m a nif e st ati o n s of hi s pr e s e n c e ar e wit h dr a w n, al a s, h o w 

m o ur nf ul, a n d l o n el y, a n d s a d, i s t h e C hri sti a n, i n t h e mi d st of all 

t h e g ai et y a n d e nj o y m e nt of t h e w orl d ar o u n d hi m. Si n n er, d o 

y o u k n o w w h at it i s t o f e el a s m u c h p ai n, at t h e wit h dr a w al of 

G o d' s pr e s e n c e fr o m y o u, a s y o u d o w h e n s e p ar at e d fr o m y o ur 
d e ar e st e art hl y fri e n d ? D o y o u f e el l o n el y i n t h e mi d st of c o m-
p a n y ; s a d i n t h e mi d st of g ai et y ; a w a y fr o m h o m e i n t h e mi d st of 

all y o ur w orl dl y fri e n d s, if G o d' s pr e s e n c e i s wit h dr a w n fr o m 
y o u ? 

A g ai n, w e n at u r all y l o v e t h e f ri e n d s, of t h e o bj e ct of o u r aff e cti o n. 

W e f e el att a c h e d t o t h e m f or hi s s a k e. W e l o v e t o c o n v er s e wit h 
t h e m, a n d w e s e e k t h eir s o ci et y, b e c a u s e t h eir vi e w s a n d f e eli n g s, 
u p o n t h e s u bj e ct t h at e n gr o s s e s o ur att e nti o n, c orr e s p o n d wit h o ur 
o w n. U p o n t hi s pri n ci pl e, p oliti ci a n s, w h o ar e i n f a v o ur of t h e 

s a m e c a n di d at e, ar e f o n d of e a c h ot h er' s s o ci et y. A n d i n di vi d u al s, 

diff eri n g wi d el y i n ot h er r e s p e ct s, e nj o y e a c h ot h er' s c o m p a n y, 

if t h e y h a v e o n e c o m m o n a n d a b s or bi n g o bj e ct of aff e cti o n a n d 

c o n v er s ati o n. T h u s, C hri sti a n s l o v e t o a s s o ci at e wit h e a c h ot h er. 

T h e y l o v e ot h er C hri sti a n s, b e c a u s e t h e y l o v e G o d. T h e y d e -

li g ht i n t h eir s o ci et y a n d c o n v er s ati o n, b e c a u s e t h eir vi e w s, a n d 

s e nti m e nt s, a n d c o n v er s ati o n, a c c or d wit h t h eir o w n. B ut, d o si n-

n er s l o v e t h e fri e n d s of G o d ? D o y o u l o v e C hri sti a n s, b e c a us e 

t h e y a r e C h ri sti a n s ? D o y o u d eli g ht i n t h eir c o n v er s ati o n, a n d i n 
t h eir c h ar a ct er, b e c a u s e t h e y l o v e G o d ? Y o u m a y l o v e s o m e of 

t h e m f or ot h er r e a s o n s, a n d i n s pit e of t h eir r eli gi o n ; b ut it i s n ot 

f or t h eir r eli gi o n t h at y o u l o v e t h e m. 

A g ai n, w e n at u r all y a v oi d t h e e n e mi e s of o u r f ri e n d s. S e e t h at 

w o m a n, i s s h e i nti m at e, a n d d o y o u fi n d h er e v er y d a y r u n ni n g i n, 

a n d s p e n di n g h er ti m e, i n t h at f a mil y w h er e t h e y ar e e n e mi e s t o 
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h er h u s b a n d ? D o e s s h e s el e ct a s h er fri e n d s a n d i nti m at e s, t h o s e 

t h at s p e a k a g ai n st h er h u s b a n d or h er c hil dr e n ? N o, s h e n at u-

r all y a n d i n sti n cti v el y a v oi d s t h e m. S e e t h at littl e c hil d, h e g o e s 

i n t o pl a y wit h a n ei g h b o ur' s c hil dr e n ; b ut w hil e t h er e, h e h e ar s 

t h e m s p e a ki n g a g ai n st hi s f at h er ; h e li st e n s, a n d l o o k s gri e v e d 

a n d off e n d e d. H e i s a littl e o n e, a n d t h e y d o n ot n oti c e hi m, b ut 

c o nti n u e t o villif y a n d a b u s e hi s f at h er. H e st e al s sil e ntl y a n d s a d-

l y a w a y, a n d g o e s w e e pi n g h o m e ; a n d h er e aft er y o u will p er c ei v e 
t h at h e will a v oi d t h o s e p er s o n s a s h e w o ul d a v oi d a s er p e nt. J u st s o 

wit h C hri sti a n s ; t h e y n at ur all y a v oi d t h e s o ci et y oft h o s e t h at a b u s e 
G o d, u nl e s s t h e y mi n gl e wit h t h e m t o w ar n a n d s a v e t h e m. Si n-

n er s, v er y oft e n i m a gi n e t h at C hri sti a n s a v oi d t h e m, b e c a u s e t h e y 

f e el a b o v e t h e m; b ut t hi s i s n ot t h e f a ct. It i s tr u e, t h at s o m e pr o-

f e s s o r s of r eli gi o n d o n ot d eli g ht i n t h e s o ci et y a n d f ell o w s hi p of t h e 

s ai nt s, b ut m a nif e st a pr ef er e n c e f or t h e c o m p a n y of t h e g a y a n d 

u n g o dl y. B ut t hi s i s d e m o n str ati o n t h at t h e y ar e h y p o crit e s, a n d i s 

n o e x c e pti o n t o t h e u nif or m a cti o n, of t hi s l a w of mi n d. " K n o w y e 

n ot, t h at t h e fri e n d s hi p of t h e w orl d i s e n mit y wit h G o d ; h e, 

t h er ef or e, w h o will b e t h e fri e n d of t h e w orl d, i s t h e e n e m y of G o d. " 
A g ai n, w e a r e g ri e v e d, w h e n o u r b el o v e d f ri e n d i s a b u s e d i n o u r 

p r e s e n c e. It i s a m a zi n g t o s e e t h e bli n d n e s s a n d st u pi dit y of si n-

n er s u p o n t hi s s u bj e ct. W h e n C hri sti a n s m a nif e st gri ef, at t h e 

wi c k e d c o n d u ct of si n n er s, t h e y a s cri b e it all t o s u p er stiti o n. It 
t h e pi o u s f at h er or m ot h er m a nif e st gri ef, w h e n a n i m p e nit e nt s o n 
or d a u g ht er i s e n g a g e d i n si n, a n d r e b elli o n a g ai n st G o d, t h e y i m a-
gi n e t h at it i s all s u p er stiti o n, a n d s a y, t h e y h a v e f or g ott e n t h at t h e y 
w er e e v er y o u n g. S e e t h at h u s b a n d, w h e n h e br e a k s t h e S a b-
b at h, a n d s w e ar s, a n d a b u s e s G o d, hi s wif e w e e p s, a n d l e a v e s t h e 
r o o m. H e s a y s, hi s wif e i s v er y s u p er stiti o u s ; i s a gr e at bi g ot ; 
i s u n d er t h e i nfl u e n c e of pri e st cr aft. H e w o n d er s t h at s h e s h o ul d 

c o n c er n h er s elf a b o ut hi m ; h e s h all d o w ell e n o u g h ; h e c a n t a k e 

c ar e of hi m s elf. H e d o e s n ot s e e m, at all, t o u n d er st a n d t h e pri n-

ci pl e u p o n w hi c h hi s wi c k e d n e s s aff e ct s h er. S e e h er e, m a n ; s u p-

p o s e y o u ar e sitti n g i n y o ur h o u s e, wit h y o ur wif e, a n d a n e n e m y 
c o m e s i n, a n d b e gi n s t o a b u s e y o u i n h er pr e s e n c e, a n d w h e n h e 

h a d h e a p e d n u m b erl e s s vil e e pit h et s u p o n y o u, h e l o o k s, a n d y o ur 

wif e i s i n t e ar s : a n d n o w h e s a y s, w h at ail s y o u, w o m a n ? y o u 

k r 	 
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m u s t b e v e r y s u p e r s ti ti o u s. W h a t aff e c t s y o u s o ? W h a t w o ul d 

y o u t hi n k of s u c h q u e s ti o n s ! C o ul d y o u s e e n o r e a s o n s w h y hi s 

a b u s e o f y o u di st r e s s e d y o u r wif e ? W o ul d y o u n ot t hi n k it st r a n g e 

if h e di d n ot u n d e r st a n d t h e r e a s o n of h e r t e a r s ? N o w, y o u r wif e 

i s a C h ri sti a n, y o u di s o b e y a n d a b u s e G o d i n h e r p r e s e n c e, a n d s h e 

e x p o st ul at e s a n d w e e p s, a n d y o u w o n d e r at it, a n d c all it s u p e r sti -

ti o n. T u r n o v e r t h e l e af ; s u p p o s e, w h e n t hi s m a n, of w h o m I 

h a v e b e e n s p e a ki n g, a b u s e s y o u t o y o u r f a c e, y o u r wif e m a nif e st s 

n o e m oti o n s of g ri ef, n o r of i n di g n ati o n ; b ut o n t h e c o nt r a r y., u p o n 

c a sti n g a gl a n c e at h e r, y o u p e r c ei v e h e r c o n ni vi n g at it, a n d a p p e a r -

i n g e vi d e ntl y pl e a s e d wit h it. W h at ! a wif e pl e a s e d t o s e e h e r h u s -

b a n d a b u s e d, y o u w o ul d, f r o m t h at m o m e nt, s et h e r d o w n a s a h y -

p o c rit e. Y o u w o ul d n ot, y o u c o ul d n ot b eli e v e t h at s h e l o v e d y o u. 

N o w, t h e s a m e h ol d s t r u e, w h e r e G o d i s t h e o bj e c t of aff e c ti o n. 

W h e n G o d i s a b u s e d, i n t h e p r e s e n c e of hi s f ri e n d s, t h e y f e el e m o -

ti o n s of gri ef, a n d of i n di g n ati o n, a s a t hi n g of c o ur s e ; a n d t hi s i s t h e 

r e a s o n w h y t h e s o ci et y ofi m p e nit e nt si n n e r s i s s o di s a g r e e a bl e t o a 

s pi rit u al C h ri sti a n. It i s n ot b e c a u s e h e f e el s a b o v e y o u, si n n e r, b ut 

b e c a u s e y o u r c o n d u c t i s a g ri ef t o hi m. W h e n C h ri s ti a n s mi n gl e 

wit h si n n e r s, it i s u p o n b u si n e s s, o r f o r t h e p u r p o s e of d oi n g t h e m 

g o o ]. N o t b e c a u s e t h e y c a n h a v e a n y d eli g h t i n t h ei r i m p e nit e nt 

c h a r a ct e r s, o r c o n v e r s ati o n, w hil e t h e y a r e t h e e n e mi e s of G o d. 

I a s k y o u, si n n e r, w h et h e r y o u a r e g ri e v e d wit h t h o s e t h at di s -

o b e y G o d ? W h e t h e r y o u f e el mi n gl e d e m oti o n s of g ri ef a n d i n. 

di g n ati o n ; a s if y o u r wif e, o r d e a r e st f ri e n d s w e r e a b u s e d i n y o u r 

p r e s e n c e ? D o e s i t p ai n y o u, e v e n t o a g o n y, t o h e a r m e n s w e a r 

i n t h e s t r e e t s ; t o s e e t h e m b r e a k t h e S a b b a t h ; a n d t r a m pl e o n 

G o d' s h ol y c o m m a n d m e n t s ? S h o ul d y o u g o t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s 

a n d b e a r e x e c r ati o n s, a n d a b u s e s p o u r e d u p o n y o u r d e a r e st e a rt hl y 

f ri e n d, f r o m e v e r y q u a r t e r, i t w o ul d fill y o u wi t h g ri ef a n d i n di g -

n a ti o n u n utt e r a bl e. A n d c a n y o u w al k t h e st r e et s, a n d h e a r G o d' s 
h ol y n a m e p r of a n e d ; s e e hi s S a b b at h d e s e c r at e d ; h o st s of i m p e ni -

t e nt si n n e r s, t r a m pli n g, wit h u n s a n etifi e d f e et, u p o n hi s hi g h a n d 

h ol y a u t h o ri t y, a n d n o t b e g ri e v e d ? T h e n y o u a r c a h a r d e n e d, 

a n d s h a m el e s s h y p o c ri t e, if Y o u p r e t e n d t o l o v e y o u r M a k e r. 

A g ai n, w e a r e n at u r all y c r e d ul o u s, a n d pl e a s e d, if w e h e a r a n y 

g o o d of o n e w h o m w e l or e. h i s a w ell k n o w n f a ct, t h at it i s c oi n - 
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p ar ati v el y e a s y t o b eli e v e, w h at w e d e sir e t o b eli e v e. A n d w e c a n 

b eli e v e i n a c c or d a n c e wit h o ur f e eli n g s, u p o n sli g ht t e sti m o n y. A 

m a n will b eli e v e, w h at li e w a nt s t o b eli e v e, al m o st a g ai n st t e sti- 

m o n y. If t h e t hi n g a c c or d wit h o ur d e sir e s, w e ar e n ot i n cli n e d 

t o q u e sti o n t h e v ali dit y of t h e t e sti m o n y, b y w hi c h t h e d e sir e d f a ct 

i s e st a bli s h e d. W e wit n e s s t h e d e v el o p m e nt s of t hi s l a w of mi n d, 

i n t h e tr a n s a cti o n s of e v er y d a y. S o o n t h e s u bj e ct of r eli gi o n ; 

w h e n C hri sti a n s h e ar of t h e c o n v er si o n of a n y o n e, or of a r e m ar k- 

a bl e r e vi v al of r eli gi o n ; or of a n y t hi n g el s e, t h at gl orifi e s G o d ; 
t h e y m a nif e st a r e a di n e s s t o b eli e v e it, b e c a u s e it s o a c c or d s wit h 
t h eir d e sir e s. B ut d o i m p e nit e nt si n n er s s h o w t h at t h e y l o v e G o d, 

t h at t h eir h e art s ar e s et u p o n hi s gl or y, a n d t h e i nt er e st s of hi s 

ki n g d o m, b y m a nif e sti n g a r e a di n e s s t o b eli e v e w h at t h e y h e ar, i n 

f a v o ur of r eli gi o n ? L et y o ur c o n s ci e n c e s p e a k. 

A g ai n, w e l o v e t o s e e m e a ns us e d, t o pr o m ot e t h e i nt er est a n d h a p-

pi n e s s of t h o s e w e l o v e. If w e gr e atl y l o v e a n i n di vi d u al, w e d e- 

li g ht i n t h o s e w h o h o n o ur hi m, a n d tr y t o pr o m ot e hi s i nt er e st. W e 
ar e n ot a pt t o b e v er y p arti c ul ar a n d sti c kli s h a b o ut t h e m e a n s t h at 

ar e u s e d t o pr o m ot e t hi s o bj e ct, if t h e y ar e b ut s u c c e s sf ul. W e m o st 

n at ur all y e m br a c e, a n d m o st c or di all y u s e t h o s e m e a n s t h at pr o mi s e 

t h e hi g h e st s u c c e s s. Wit n e s s t h e c o n d u ct of p oliti ci a n s ; s e e h o w 

wi s e, i n d u stri o u s, a n d e n er g eti c t h e y ar e, i n d e vi si n g, a n d e x e c uti n g 

m e a n s t o el e ct t h eir f a v o urit e c a n di d at e. Y o u d o n ot h e ar t h e m 

st o p, a n d c a vil, a n d criti ci s e, a n d fi n d f a ult wit h a n y m e a s ur e, m er el y 
b e c a u s e it i s n e w. If it i s n ot wi c k e d, a n d if it pr o mi s e s s u c c e s s, it s 

b ei n g n e w or ol d, will n ot b e a s uffi ci e nt o bj e cti o n t o it s b ei n g u s e d 

if it bi d s f air t o a c c o m pli s h t h eir f a v o urit e o bj e ct. S o wit h C hri s-
ti a n s, w h o s e h e art s ar e s et u p o n pr o m oti n g t h e gl or y a n d h o n o ur 

of G o d. T h e y ar e o n t h e al ert ; ar e l o o ki n g o ut. a n d d e vi si n g 
n e w m e a n s of eff e cti n g t h eir f a v o urit e o bj e ct. T h e y ar e i n d u stri-

o u s, a n d e n er g eti c i n fi n di n g o ut n e w w a y s, a n d a d o pti n g n e w e x. 

p e di e nt s, t o bri n g a b o ut t h e s al v ati o n of t h e w orl d. B ut d o si n-

n er s a p pl y t h eir mi n d s t o t hi s s u bj e ct, a n d s h o w t h at t h e y ar e i n-

t er e st e d i n t h e gl or y of G o d ? Ar e t h e y pl a n ni n g a n d d e vi si n g li-

b er al t hi n g s f or Zi o n ? Ar e t h e y fi n di n g o ut n e w a n d m or e s u e. 

e e s sf ul m et h o d s of pr o m oti n g t h e gl or y of G o d, a n d t h e s al v ati o n 
of m e n ? D o y o u, si n n er, f e el r ej oi c e d w h e n s o m e n e w m e a s u r e i s 
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i nt r o d u c e d, w hi c h h a s a t e n d e n c y t o p r o m ot e t hi s g r e at w o r k 

D o y o u h ail it, a s o n e of t h e m e a n s b y w hi c h t h e g r e at o bj e ct i s t o 

b e a c c o m pli s h e d, u p o n w hi c h y o u r h e a rt i s s u p r e m el y s et. 

A g ai n, it i s diffi c ult f o r u s t o b eli e v e a n e vil r e p o rt of o n e w h o m 

w e l o r e. G o, a n d t ell t h at aff e cti o n at e wif e, of s o m e di s g r a c ef ul 

c o n d u ct of h e r h u s b a n d. G o, t ell t h at m ot h e r, of t h e di s s ol ut e a n d 

a b a n d o n e d c o n d u ct of h e r o nl y s o n ; d o y o u fi n d t h e m r e a d y a n d 

willi n g t o b eli e v e t h e s e r e p o rt s ? D o t h e y b eli e v e t h e m wit h o ut 

q u e sti o n ? N o, b ut t h e y will sift t h e t e sti m o n y, c riti ci s e, a n d s c r u- 

ti ni z e, a n d p e r h a p s n o w ei g ht of e vi d e n c e t h at y o u c a n b ri n g t o 

b e a r u p o n t h e m, will t h o r o u g hl y c o n vi n c e t h e m of t h e f a cts. W h at 

l a w y e r i s t h e r e, w h o h as n ot s e e n t h e diffi c ult y of c o n vi n ci n g a 

j u r o r, a g ai n st hi s will ? If t h e j u r o r st r o n gl y d e si r e s t h at t h e t e s-
ti m o n y of a wit n e s s s h o ul d n ot b e t r u e, w h at a sli g ht a p p e a r a n c e 
of i n c o n si st e n c y, will c a u s e hi m t o gi v e hi s t e sti m o n y all t o t h e 

wi n d s. T hi s l a w of mi n d d e v el o p e r s it s elf, wit h e q u al u nif o r mit y, 

u p o n t h e s u bj e ct of r eli gi o n. G o, a n d r e p o rt a m o n g w a r m h e a rt e d 

C h ri sti a n s, a st o r y, w h et h e r t r u e o r f al s e ; w hi c h, if t r u e, i s di s h o-

n o r a bl e t o G o d, a n d i nj u ri o u s t o t h e i nt e r e st s of hi s ki n g d o m. S e e, 

h o w i n st a ntl y, t h e y will a s k f o r y o u r a ut h o rit y ; s c r uti ni z e a n d 

sift t h e t e sti m o n y ; a n d y o u n e e d n ot e x p e ct t h e m t o b eli e v e, u nl e s s 
it c o m e u p o n t h e m wit h t h e f o r c e of d e m o n st r ati o n. B ut d o si n-

n e r s m a nif e st t hi s u n willi n g n e s s t o b eli e v e e vil r e p o rt s of r eli gi o n ? 

S h o ul d y o u h e a r a n e vil r e p ort, c o n c e r ni n g t h e f a mil y of s o m e n e a r 

f ri e n d of y o u r s ; s h o ul d y o u h e ar t h at o n e of t h e s o n s h a d g r e atl y 

di s g r a c e d hi s f at h e r, w h o w a s y o u r i nti m at e a n d m o st b el o v e d 

f ri e n d; w o ul d v a g u e r e p o rt s ati sf y y o u ? W o ul d t h e m e r e s a y s o, 

of s o m e i r r e s p o n si bl e i n di vi d u al b e c o n si d e r e d b y y o u a s s uffi ci e nt 

p r o of t o c o m m a n d y o u r b eli ef of t h e r e p o rt ? N o, y o u w o ul d r u s k 

f o r hi g h a n d u n q u e sti o n a bl e a ut h o rit y, a n d e v e n t h e n, y o u w o ul d 

s a y, I c a n h a r dl y b eli e v e it. N o w, si n n e r, w h e n y o u h e a r a n y 

s c a n d al o u s r e p o rt, of a n y d e a c o n o r mi ni st e r, o r a n y ot h er p r of es-

s e d c hil d of G o d, d o y o u fi n d y o u r s elf i n st a ntl y r e si sti n g t h e r e-

p o rt ? D o y o u fi n d y o u r s elf i n cli n e d t o c all f o r f u rt h e r p r o of; t o 

sift a n d c riti ci s e t h e t e sti m o n y ; t o w ei g h, a n d s c r uti ni z e, a n d gi v e 

t h e r e p o rt t o t h e wi n d s, a s f al s e a n d sl a n d e r o u s, if y o u fi n d di s-

cr e p a n c y o r a b s u r dit y i n it ? D o v o n f e el t h e i n w a r d ri si n g s of 
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i n di g n ati o n, a n d y o ur t h o u g ht s a n d f e eli n g s t a ki n g t h e attit u d e of 

str o n g r e p ell a n c y, w h e n s u c h a G o d- di s h o n ori n g r e p ort i s i n cir-

c ul ati o n ? D o y o u f e el, w h e n s u c h st o ri e s a r e r e p o rt e d a b o ut 

C hri sti a n s, a s y o u w o ul d a b o ut sl a n d er t h at w a s utt er e d a g ai n st 

y o ur wif e, or d e ar e st e art hl y fri e n d. 

A g ai n, w h e n w e a r e c o m p ell e d t o b eli e v e a n e vil r e p o rt of t h e o b-

j e ct of o u r aff e cti o n, w e a r e c a r ef ul n ot t o gi v e it u n n e c e s s a r y p u bli-

cit y. D o e s t h e m ot h er g o, a n d p u bli s h all a br o a d, t h e di s gr a c e of 

h er c hil dr e n ? D o e s t h e aff e cti o n at e wif e, tr u m p et a br o a d u p o n 

t h e wi n d s of h e a v e n, t h e di s gr a c e of h er b el o v e d h u s b a n d ? N o, 

n o. 	 S h e l o c k s it u p i n h er f ait hf ul a n d aff e cti o n at e b o s o m ; t h e 
m ot h er, a n d t h e wif e, s e al u p t h eir li p s i n sil e n c e, a n d br e at h e n ot 

al o u d t h e err or s of t h o s e t h e y l o v e. S o wit h C hri sti a n s ; w h e n 

t h e y ar e c o n vi n c e d, b e y o n d all c o ntr a di cti o n, t h at s o m et hi n g h a s 

o c c urr e d w hi c h h a s di s h o n o ur e d G o d, a n d r eli gi o n ; d o t h e y g o 

a n d bl a z e it all a br o a d ? N o, u nl e s s c o m p ell e d b y c o n s ci e n c e, t o 

gi v e it utt er a n c e, it r e m ai n s a s e cr et i n t h eir o w n br e a st. A n d h er e 

l et m e a s k, si n n er, ar e y o u t h u s c ar ef ul, n ot t o cir c ul at e w h at y o u 

k n o w t o b e tr u e, t o t h e di s cr e dit of r eli gi o n, a n d t o t h e fri e n d s of 

G o d ? S u p p o s e, y o u h a d s e e n a mi ni st er, or s o m e ot h er pr of e s s e d 

c hil d of G o d, off hi s g u ar d, a n d h a d wit n e s s e d i n hi m t h e c o m mi s si o n 

of s o m e di s gr a c ef ul si n, w o ul d y o u, fr o m l o v e t o t h e c a u s e, l o c k it 

u p f ait hf ull y i n y o ur br e a st, a n d n e v er br e at h e it f ort h u p o n t h e 
sli g ht e st br e at h of air, l e st it s h o ul d t a k e wi n g s, a n d G o d s h o ul d b e 
di s h o n or e d. If y o u h e ar a n i n di vi d u al, r e p e ati n g s o m et hi n g t h at 

i s di s h o n or a bl e t o r eli gi o n, d o e s it di str e s s y o u ? D o y o u r e pr o v e 
hi m f or it ? D o y o u e n d e a v or t o h u s h t h e m att er u p, a n d b e g 
hi m n ot t o r e p e at it ? I l e a v e t hi s q u e sti o n wit h y o ur c o n s ci e n-

c e s. 
A g ai n, w e n at u r all y t r y t o p ut t h e m o st f a v o r a bl e c o n st r u cti o n 

u p o n a n y e v e nt, t h at mi g ht b e i nj u ri o u s t o t h e i nt e r e st o r r e p ut ati o n 

of a f ri e n d w h o m w e l o v e. If a n e v e nt h a s o c c urr e d t h at a d mit s of 
di v er s c o n str u cti o n s, w e n at ur all y p ut t h at c o n str u cti o n, if p o s si-

bl e, u p o n it, t h at i s m o st c o n si st e nt wit h t h e h o n or a n d r e p ut ati o n 

of o ur fri e n d. If a cir c u m st a n c e s h o ul d  o c c ur, i n t h e f a mil y of a 
b el o v e d fri e n d of o ur s, w hi c h a d mitt e d of t w o o p p o sit e c o n str u c-

ti o n s ; o n e of w hi c h, w o ul d di s gr a c e o ur fri e n d, a n d t h e ot h er, n ot 
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at all ; we should, from the very constitution ofour being, naturally 
incline to the coustruction that was in his favor. It is a law of 
mind, that charity, or love, hopeth all things, believeth all things, 
endureth all things, and is ever ready to put the most favorable 
construction upon any event, that the nature of the case will ad-
mit. We see the operation of this principle, and the develope-
ments of this law of mind, in the occurrences of every day. You 
will see Christians, inclining to put that construction upon any 
event, that is most consistent with the honor of religion, and of 
God. But do you witness this same disposition in sinners? Do 
you, sinners, who arc here, find in yourselves a desire to construe 
every ambiguous occurrence in that way, which is most favorable 
to religion. If something is said by a professor of religion, that 
turns out not to be true, do you naturally ascribe it to mistake, or 
to a misunderstanding, and find yourself very unwilling to believe 
that he meant to lie. 

Again, when any of the friends, of one whom we greatly love, 
fall into any conduct, that is greatly dishonorable to the object of 
oar ejection, it distresses us, and we arc disposed, as far as possi-
ble, to prevent a repetition of the event. If the son of our dearest 
friend, should fall into a disgraceful crime, and should, in our pre-
sence, be guilty of things that were calculated greatly to dishonor 
his father; or had he run away from his father, and was wander. 
ins a vagabond up and down the earth ; we should naturally desire 
to reclaim him. We should love and pity him, for his father's 
sake ; should feel grieved, and distressed at the dishonor that this 
son was bringing upon his father ; should feel inclined to warn and 
expostulate ; to pray for him ; and instead of going and trumpeting 
his fallings all abroad, we should naturally be tender of his 

reputa-tion for his father's sake ; and do all, that we honestly and consis- tently

, when could you see Christians cover up
 his faults. Now, sinner, how do you be-

err, and get out of the way ? Do 
you feel distressed, that they bring such dishonor upon God ? Do 
You pity and love them, for their Heavenly Father's sake ? Do you 
pray fur, and warn them, and try your utmost to reclaim them ? 
Let conscience speak ; I will not bring a railing accusation against 
you. But let conscience rebuke you in the name of the Lord. 



T O T A L D E P R A VI T Y. 	 9 9 

I s h all c o n cl u d e t his dis c o urs e wit h s e v er al r e m ar ks. 
R E M A R K S. 

Fi r st. Wit h all t h es e f a cts st ari n g si n n ers i n t h e f a c e; st a n di n g o ut, 
i n b ol d r eli ef, u p o n t h e v er y h e a d a n d fr o nt of t h eir o w n e x p eri-

e n c e ; h o w i s it, t h at t h e y c a n s u p p o s e t h e m s el v e s t o l o v e G o d ? 
N ot hi n g i s m or e c o m m o n, t h a n f or i m p e nit e nt si n n er s t o affir m, 

t h at t h e y d o l o v e G o d ; a n d y et n ot hi n g i s m or e c ert ai n, t h a n t h at 

t h e y d o n ot l o v e hi m. W h e n c e i s t hi s mi st a k e ? I a n s w er, 
1. T h e y d o n ot di sti n g ui s h b et w e e n a n a d mir ati o n of hi s n a. 

t ur al attri b ut e s, w hi c h t h e y s o m eti m e s f e el, a n d a l o v e t o hi s m o-
r al c h ar a ct er. T h e o m ni p ot e n c e, o m ni si ci e n c e, o m ni pr e s e n c e, 
et er nit y, a n d wis d o m of G o d, ar e attri b ut es, w hi c h, w h e n c o nsi d er. 
e d, ar e c al c ul at e d t o i n s pir e a w e, a n d a d mir ati o n, i n t h e br e a st of 

i nt elli g e nt b ei n g s, w h et h er t h e y ar e si nf ul or h ol y. T h e s e attri-
b ut e s h a v e n o m or al c h ar a ct er. T h e d e vil hi m s elf, m a y b e fill e d 

wit h a w e, a n d a d mir ati o n, w h e n c o nt e m pl ati n g t h e di s pl a y s of hi s 
n at ur al attri b ut e s, w hi c h ar e m a nif e st e d t hr o u g h o ut all cr e ati o n. 

A g ai n, si n n er s mi st a k e a s elfi s h gr atit u d e, f or l o v e t o G o d. A 
s u pr e m el y s elfi s h b ei n g, m a y b e gr at ef ul, f or f a v or s b e st o w e d 
u p o n hi m s elf, wit h o ut a n y tr u e r e g ar d t o t h e c h ar a ct er of hi m w h o 
b e st o w e d t h e bl e s si n g. S o m eti m e s, w h e n si n n er s e s c a p e fr o m 

d e at h, a n d s o m e m ar k e d pr o vi d e n c e i s i nt er p o s e d i n t h eir b e h alf, 
t h e y f e el a ki n d of gr atit u d e ; a n d t h e y mi g ht f e el t h e s a m e ki n d of 
gr atit u d e t o S at a n, a s t h e y d o t o G o d, h a d h e b e st o w e d t h e s a m e 
f a v or u p o n t h e m. 

A g ai n, si n n er s m a k e t h eir o w n g o d a n d f all i n l o v e wit h a g o d 
of t h eir o w n cr e ati o n. T h e y c o n c ei v e G o d t o b e s u c h a b ei n g a s 
t h e y d e sir e hi m t o b e. T h e y stri p hi m of hi s e s s e nti al attri b ut e s, 
a n d as cri b e t o hi m a c h ar a ct er t h at s uits t h e m, a n d t h e n f all i n l o v e 
wit h t h eir i m a gi n ar y g o d, a n d w al k b y t h e li g ht of t h eir, o w n fir e, 
a n d c o m p a s s t h e m s el v e s wit h s p ar k s of t h eir o w n ki n dli n g. T h e 
U ni v ers alist cr e at es a g o d f or hi ms elf; c o n c ei v es of hi m as a b ei n g 
j u st s uit e d t o hi s t a st e ; a n d if y o u k e e p o ut of hi s vi e w t h e 

essential attributes of justice, and truth; he will talk and feel very piously; 
b ut, bri n g b ef or e hi s mi n d t h e tr u e c h ar a ct er of G o d, a n d his h e art 
b e c o m es at o n c e li k e t h e tr o u bl e d o c e a n, w h e n it c a n n ot r e st, w h os e 
w at er s c a st u p mir e a n d dirt. 

1 4 
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2. Y o u s e e w h y it i s, t h at i m p e nit e nt si n n er s t hi n k, r eli-

gi o n i s s o m et hi n g v er y gl o o m y. It i s b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e n o 

l o v e t o G o d. W h at w o ul d y o u t hi n k of a w o m a n w h o s h o ul d 
t hi n k it a v er y gl o o m y b u si n e s s t o b e wit h h er h u s b a n d ; if s h e 

s h o ul d c o m pl ai n of it a s a n ir k s o m e a n d di s a gr e e a bl e t a s k, t o e n. 
g a g e i n t h o s e offi c e s t h at s h e k n e w w o ul d pl e a s e hi m. If s h e a c-

c o u nt e d it a gri ef, a b ur d e n, a n d a v e x ati o n, t o e n g a g e i n t h e d uti e s 
of a wif e. Y o u w o ul d s a y it w a s d e m o n str ati o n a b s ol ut e, t h at s h e 

di d n ot l o v e h er h u s b a n d. S o it i s wit h si n n er s. W h e n t h e y c o n-

c ei v e of r eli gi o n a s s o m et hi n g gl o o m y, a n d c al c ul at e d t o r o b t h e m 

of all t h eir j o y s, it i s d e m o n str ati o n t h at t h e y d o n ot l o v e G o d ; 

t h at t h e y h a v e n o d eli g ht i n pl e a si n g hi m. 
3. Y o u s e e fr o m t hi s s u bj e ct, w h y it i s t h at si n n er s gr o w w e ar y 

a n d c o m pl ai n of h a vi n g t o o m a n y, a n d t o o l o n g m e eti n g s. W h at 
w o ul d y o u t hi n k, s h o ul d y o u h e ar a n i n di vi d u al, w h o pr of e s s e d 
t o l o v e y o u, c o m pl ai n of w e a ri n ess o n a c c o u nt of t h e l e n gt h of 
y o ur i nt er vi e w. S u p p o s e h e s h o ul d s a y, O h, t h e ti m e d o e s s e e m 
s o l o n g; I d o wi s h o ur i nt er vi e w w a s e n d e d. Y o u w o ul d u n d er. 

st a n d it. Y o u w o ul d n ot, a n d c o ul d n ot b eli e v e t h at hi s h e art w a s 

g r e atl y s et u p o n y o u. S o, w h e n y o u h e a r si n n e r s c o m pl ai ni n g, 
t h at t h er e ar c s o m a n y m e eti n g s ; a n d e x p r essi n g a wis h, t h at t h e y 
s h o ul d n ot b e m or e t h a n a n h o ur i n l e n gt h; t hi s i s a n i n d e x t o 
t h eir f u eli n g s ; t h e y d o n ot l o v e G o d ; t h e y h a v e n o d eli g ht i n his 
s e r vi c e: it i s a b u r d e n, a n d a v e x ati o n t o t h e m, t o b e c all e d t o 

s p e n d a s h ort ti m e i n hi s pr e s e n c e. 

4. A g ai n, y o u s e e h o w it i s, t h at s o m e pr of e s s or s of r eli gi o n 

p r ef e r p arti e s of pl e a s ur e, t o pr a y er m e eti n g s. Pr a y er m e eti n g s, 

ar o t h e m ost d eli g htf ul p arti e s, t o t h o s e t h at l o v e G o d. H ut t o 

t h e s e t h at d o n ot l o v e hi m, t h e y a r o n ot a s o u r c e of h a p pi n e s s; 

a n d w h e n t h e y a r o att e n d e d b y s u c h p e rs o ns, it is f r o m ot h e r m o-
ti v es t h a n fr o m  lo v e t o  Go d. W h e n e v e r y o u s e e p r of e s s o r s of 

r eli gi o n, m a nif esti n g m o r e i nt e r est i n w o rl dl y p a rti es, t h a n I n r e " 
meeti n gs, y o u ma y k no w t hat t h e y ar e h y p ocrites. 

5. 
Y o u s e e,, fr o m t his s u bj e ct t h at t h e y ar e d e c ei v e d, w h o 

s a y t h e y al w a y s l o v e C o d. T h e r e m a y b e s o m e i n st a n c e s. 

w h er e p ers o ns m a y h a v e b e a n  c o n v ert e d s o y o u n g, t h at t h e y 

can-not remember member the time Chen they did not love God. If there 
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ar e s u c h p er s o n s, I a m p er s u a d e d, t h at s u c h i n st a n c e s h a v e, hit h. 
ert o, b e e n v er y r ar e ; wit h t h e s e e x c e pti o n s, it i s c ert ai n, t h at 
t h e y ar c d e c ei v e d, w h o s u p p o s e t h e y h a v e al w a y s l o v e d G o d. 
W h y, b y t h eir o w n s h o wi n g, t h e y h a v e n e v er h a d a c h a n g e of 

h e art. T h e y f e el t o w ar d s G o d a s t h e y al w a y s di d. If t h e y e v er 
h a d tr ul y l o v e d G o d, w h e n t h e y fir st e x er ci s e d t hi s l o v e, t h e y 
w o ul d k n o w t h at it w a s s o m et hi n g n e w t o t h e m, a n d c o ul d n ot 
p o s si bl y s u p p o s e t h at t h e y h a d al w a y s l o v e d hi m. 

A g ai n, 6. Y o u s e e fr o m t hi s s u bj e ct, t h at i m p e nit e nt si n n er s, 
ar o oft e n gr e at h y p o crit e s. T h e y pr of e s s t o b e v er y m u c h o p p o-
s e d t o h y p o cri s y, a n d s a y t h at t h e y li k e tr u e r eli gi o n ; t h e y d e sir e 
t o s e e p er s o n s si n c er e i n w h at t h e y pr of e s s : t hi n k tr u e r eli gi o n 
i s a g o o d t hi n g ; a n d ar o v er y m u c h i n f a v or of it. T h e y pr e-
t e n d t o b e v er y fri e n dl y t o G o d, a n d s a y t h at t h e y l o v e hi m. 
N o w, i n t h e s e pr of e s si o n s, t h e y ar o arr a nt h y p o crit e s. C hri st 

mi g ht s a y t o t h e m, " I k n o w y o u, t h at y o u h a v e n ot t h e l o v e of 
G o d i n y o u. " " D o m e n g at h er gr a p e s of t h or n s, or fi g s of t hi s-
tl e s. " " Y o ar o t h e y t h at j u stif y y o ur s el v e s b ef or e m e n, b ut 
G o d k n o w et h y o ur h e art s. " " Y c s er p e nt s, y e g e n er ati o n of vi-

p er s, h o w c a n y o e s c a p e t h e d a m n ati o n of h ell. " 
7. Y o u s e e fr o m t hi s s u bj e ct, t h e m a nif e st a n d b ar ef a c e d h y-

p o cri s y, of t h o s e pr of e s s or s of r eli gi o n, w h o, u n n e c e s s aril y, p u b-

li s h t h e f a ult s of C hri sti a n s. W e s o m eti m e s s e e pr of e s s e d C hri s-
ti a n s, a s f or w ar d i n s p e a ki n g, i n all c o m p a ni e s, a n d o n all o c c a-
si o n s, of t h e f a ult s, r e al or s u p p o s e d, of t h e pr of e s s e d c hil dr e n 
of G o d, a s i nfi d el s ar e. T h e y will l o a d d o w n t h e wi n d s, wit h t h eir 
c o m pl ai ni n g s of t h e i m pr u d e n c e s a n d err or s of t h o s e w h o s e 
c h ar a ct er s ar o n e arl y a s s o ci at e d wit h all t h e e n d e ar e d i nt er e st s 
of r eli gi o n. A n d t hi s, t h e y oft e n d o, w h e n n o s u c h t hi n g i s c all e d 
f or, a n d w h er e t h er e c a n b e n o j u st pr et e n c e t h at G o d, or t h e i n. 
t er e st s of r eli gi o n r e q uir e s t hi s s er vi c e at t h eir h a n d s. T h e y will 
e v e n s o m eti m e s, t o gi v e t h e s e t hi n g s t h e gr e at er p u bli cit y, p u bli s h 

t h e m i n t h e n e w s p a p er s, a n d all t hi s u n d er t h e s h e ar pr et e n c e of 

d oi n g G o d s er vi c e a n d b e n efitti n g t h e c a u s e of C hri st. B ut t hi s i s 
t h e pr e ci s e m et h o d, a n d t h e pr et e n d e d m oti v e of t h e U ni v er s ali st s 
i n t h eir sl a n d er o u s p u bli c ati o n s a g ai nst  G o d, a n d hi s s er v a nt s ; 
a n d t h er e i s n o m or e r e a s o n t o b eli e v e t h at s u c h pr of e s s or s of r e. 

li gi o n, h a v e t h e tr u e i nt er e st s of C hri st' s ki n g d o m at h e art, t h a n 



1 0 2 	 TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

t h er e i s t o b eli e v e t h at U ni v er s ali st s ar e a ct u at e d b y a r e g ar d t o 
t h e gl or y of G o d. C as es h a v e o c c urr e d, i n w hi c h pr of ess ors of r e-
li gi o n, h a v e e nt ert ai n e d p a s s e n g er s i n st e a m b o at s, a n d i n ot h er 
p u bli c pl a c e s, b y r et aili n g sl a n d er o u s r e p ort s of r e vi v al m e n a n d 
m e a s ur e s. V a st pr ej u di c e, h a s b e e n cr e at e d, a n d i m m e n s e e vil s 
h a v e r es ult e d fr o m t his i nfi d el c o n d u ct of t h os e w h o pr of ess t o l o v e 
t h e bl e s s e d G o d. 0 s h a m e, w h er e i s t h y bl u s h ! 

It i s i m p o s si bl e, fr o m t h e v er y l a w s of t h eir mi n d, t h at t h e y 
s h o ul d e n g a g e i n t hi s w or k of d e at h, t hi s mi s c hi ef of h ell, if t h e y 
tr ul y l o v e d t h e c a u s e of C hri st; a n d, t o t h u s w a nt o nl y, h a n g u p 
t h e c a u s e, t o r e pr o a c h ; b y bl a zi n g a br o a d t h e f aili n g s, r e al or 

s u p p o s e d, of t h o s e w h o s e n a m e, a n d c h ar a ct er, a n d i nfl u e n c e, ar e 
i d e ntifi e d wit h t h e d e ar e st i n er e st s, of Zi o n, i s, a s a b s ol ut e d e-
m o nstr ati o n, t h at t h e y ar e h y p o crit es, as if t h e y t h e ms el v es s h o ul d 
t a k e t h eir o at h of it. 

Fi n all y. W hil e si n n er s i m a gi n e t h at t h e y l o v e G o d alr e a d y, it 
i s n ot li k el y, t h at t h e y e v er will l o v e hi m. Si n n er, if y o u t hi n k 
t h at y o u l o v e G o d alr e a d y, y o u will n e v er r e ali s e t h at y o u n e e d 
a c h a n g e of h e art. If y o u r e all y d o l o v e hi m, y o u c ert ai nl y d o 
n ot n e e d a n e w h e art, u nl e s s y o u w o ul d h a v e a h e art t h at d o e s 
n ot l o v e hi m. I n pr et e n di n g t h at y o u l o v e G o d, y o u d e n y t h e 
v er y f o u n d ati o n of t h e d o ctri n e of t h e n e w birt h. B ut l et m e t ell 
y o u, si n n er, y o ur d el u si o n will s o o n b e t or n a w a y. Y o u c a n n ot 

al w a y s d e c ei v e y o ur s elf wit h t h e i m a gi n ati o n t h at y o u l o v e G o d. 

Y o u ar e g oi n g r a pi dl y t o et er nit y. T h er e i s, e v e n n o w, p er h a p s, 

b ut a st e p b et w e e n y o u a n d d e at h. T h e m o m e nt t h at y o u a p p e ar 

i n t h e pr es e n c e of y o ur M a k er, a n d b e h ol d, t h e i nfi nit e c o ntr ari et y 
t h er e i s b et wi xt y o ur c h ar a ct er a n d hi s ; y o ur d el u si o n will v a ni s h 

f or e v er. Y o u pr et e n d t o l o v e G o d, w hil e y o u k n o w t h at y o u h a v e 

n o d eli g ht i n hi s w or d, or w or s hi p, or s er vi c e. O h ! w h at w o ul d 
h e a v e n b e t o y o u ; y o u c a n n ot e nj o y a pr a y er m e eti n g, f o r o n e 

h o ur, a n d w h at w o ul d y o u d o, i n h e a v e n, e m pl o y e d i n G o d' s s ot' 
vi c e f or e v er a n d e v er. W o ul d h e a v e n b e h e a v e n t o y o u ? w o ul d 
f e el at h o m e ? w o ul d y o u b e h a p p y t h er e ? w h at ! wit h o ut 

l o v e of G o d i n y o u. 
y o u f e el at h o m e w o ul d y o u b e h a p p y 

A w a y wit h t hi s d el u si o n : " f or v eril y 

I s a y u nt o y o n e x c e pt a m a n b e b ur n a g ai n h e c a n n ot s e e 

the 

ki n g d o m of G o d. " 
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