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CIRCULAR LETTER OF
SALISBURY ASSOCIATION

As the time has come for us to meet
together in another meeting of the Sal-
isbury Old School Baptist Association,
and as it has been the custom to write
what is called the Circular Letter, we
begin with much fear and trembling.
It is our humble prayer that it may
please God to give us a mind togwrite
to the comfort of the brethren that have
been given minds to come and assemble
together at this time.

Fear and trembling has been men-
tioned, and we believe that every child
of God, the chosen ones of God’s mercy
when they are brought down from theiy
lofty looks, that which the human na-
ture of man desires, they have much
fear and trembling. We read in the
Bible, “The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of knowledge, the beginning of
wisdom”. Now fear, trembling, knowl-
edge, and wisdom has been mentioned,
all of which takes place not by the
works of man but by the work of God in
the heart of man; the heart of man be-
ing the dwelling place of our God. If it
were by the works of man, would not
men be glorying in his own strength?
But we read in God’s Holy word where
the Apostle Paul said, When you glory,
glory in the Lord, he was speaking to
the Church of Corinth. We believe that
no man has ever walked the high way

e

of holiness only as he has been led by
the mighty power of God, and we fur-
ther believe that only his (God’s) cho-
sen ones have or ever will walk there.

We believe that God knew the end
from the beginning and that all things
are taking place just as he (God) before
decreed or ordained them. We are mind-
ful of the Holy Word as found in Isaiah
46:10 “Declaring the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying,
My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure.” Therefore, believing
the Bible was written to confirm in
our minds that which we have been
taught: that God is the God of knowl-
edge as Hannah said in first Samuel.
“God is the God of knowledge, and by
him actions are weighed.” We feel that
when the actions of this old mortal body
are weighed in the balance of justice,
we are found wanting.

That is, we have been blessed to see
our sinful nature, and to cry out to God
for mercy. Do we not often think of the
poor publican who said, “Lord be merci-
ful to me a sinner,” and to feel the need
of such ourselves? We read that the
Pharisee stood afar off and thanked
God that he was not like other men
even the publican. Do we as Old School
Baptist not feel many times in this life
that it is much better to have a desire
to be as good as some one else, rather
than to feel better? We feel that it is
a blessing from above that we have been
shown the depravity of our nature, for
it is then and then only, that one seeks
the Lord as a place of refuge. We read
in Psalms 51,3 “For I acknowledge my
transgressions: and my sin is ever be-
fore me.” We, the Old School Baptists,
feel it one of the greatest blessings ever
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bestowed upon mankind to see what
we are by. nature and to know full
well that only by the grace of God we
will ever reach the Heavenly Portals of
Bliss that awaits God’s elect. Yes as
Peter said, elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the spirit, unto obedi-
ence and sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ: grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied. (1 Peter 1:2) The Old
Sechool Baptists believe that God loved
his elect before the beginning of time,
and, knowing that Adam would fall,
fixed a way to redeem his chosen gener-
ation; and we hope to be a part of that
number.

We read in Hebrews Chapter 9 verse
22, that without the shedding of blood
there is no remission. Thus do we not at
times get a little glimpse of the love that
our blessed Saviour had for his chosen
ones; to come in this world and bleed
and die for them. We would say again
that we hope to be a part of that num-
ber. As we journey here, we know full
well by experience that the journey is
not always a pleasant one; but then we
feel that God has a purpose in that also
for the inspired poet has written.

“Then why, my soul, complain and fear?
The crown of glory see!
" The more I toil and suffer here,

The sweeter rest will be.”

We feel to have learned by experience
that we have to travel through many
trials and tribulations in this life; but
the Apostle Paul has said “And we
know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.”
(Romans 8:28) Now we notice that the
Apostle did not say for good but ‘“to-
gether for good,” that is, as we see it,
the bitter must go along with the sweet.
Now we would not have the bitter if we
could have our own way according to
our nature, but when we are led through
the many storms of this life and are
blessed to see the mighty hand of God
in the matter, then we feel to say many
times that we have been blessed to see
that God’s ways are not our ways; and

that his ways are right and just. We
feel that the latter part of the verse is
setting forth a broad field of thought
for it does not mention the whole world
but just to them “who are the called ac-
cording to his purpose.” Therefore, We
0Old School Baptist feel that Jesus did
not come in this world to redeem the
whole world but just the ones that were
chosen in him before the world and all
things therein were created. We feel to
thank God for what He has been pleased
to give us to understand, for the under-
standing is better than all the riches of
this world.

May it pleased God to be with our
visiting ministers that they may be
blessed to speak comforting words to us
at this meeting, is our humble prayer.
Amen.

Arthur R. Warren

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT OF
THE SALISBURY ASSOCIATION

Our Heavenly Father, if it be in ac-
cordance with Thy Holy Will, give us
grace to be in humble submission to thy
will in removing from our midst three
of our dearly beloved members: Sister
Hannah Brittingham of Little Creek
Church; Deacon Merrill Shockley of
Nassaongo Church; and Deacon Willie
(Bill) Davis of Snow Hill Church.

These dear departed ones stood strong
in the faith, always ready to stand up
for Salvation by the sovereign Grace of
God, and not by the works of the crea-
ture. It was a pleasure to be numbered
with saints like these. Our loss is their
eternal gain.

Thy will be done, O God.

Elder Arthur Warren, Mod.
Maude T. Laws, Hon. Clerk
William S. Adkins, Clerk

Willie A. Davis, Jr., Asst. Clerk
Written by Frank A. Holland

THE NATION WHOSE GOD
IS THE LORD

Dear Readers of the Signs:
I want to write about the sovereign
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power of God.

“Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord; and the people whom he hath
chosen for his own inheritance. The
Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth
all the sons of men. From the place of
his habitation he looketh upon all the
inhabitants of the earth.” (Psalm 33:12-
14)

As I quoted above, “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the Lord.” We see
in Genesis 25:22,23, “And the children
struggled together within her; and she
(Rebekah) said, If it be so, why am 1
thus? And she went to inquire of the
Lord. And the Lord said unto her, Two
nations are in thy womb, and two man-
ner of people shall be separated from thy
bowels; and the one people shall be
stronger than the other people; and the
elder shall serve the younger.”

Jacob was called one nation, and
Esau was called another nation. To me
Jacob is of the generation of Jesus
Christ, and Esau is of the rejected
generation. Each generation is a dif-
ferent nation of people. God loved Jacob,
and God hated Esau before either of
them were born, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand: not
of works but of him that calleth.

“But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe-
culiar people: that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvelous
light.,” (1 Peter 3:9) This generation
is all one people — all brethren and one
nation. “According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love: having
predestinated us into the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will,
to the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in the
beloved.” (Ephesians 1:4-6)

We see that this generation was cho-
sen in Christ before the foundation of
the world, and made accepted in the be-
loved; the other generation was reject-
ed, and stands today a generation of vi-

pers. “Blessed is the nation whose God
is the Lord; and the people whom he
hath chosen for his own inheritance.
The Lord looketh from heaven; he be-
holdeth all the sons of men. From his
place of habitation he looketh upon all
the inhabitants of the earth. He is of one
mind, and who can turn him? and what
his soul desireth, even that he doeth. For
he performeth the things that are ap-
pointed for me: and many such things
are with him.” (Job 23:12-14) Job was
one that believed God was telling the
truth when he said, “I will do all my
pleasure” — not if men will let me, but
I will do it.

“When the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none, and their tongue fail-
eth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them:
I the Lord of Israel will not forsake
them. I will open rivers in high places,
and fountains in the midst of the val-
leys: I will make the wilderness a pool
of water, and the dry land springs of
water.” (Isaiah 41:17-18) It is the
pleasure of the Lord to comfort his
people, and to save them from their
sins. And it is true that we all must
appear before the judgment seat of
Christ.

“For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that everyone
may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad. (2 Cor. 5:10)

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked:
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but
he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Gal. 6:7-
8)

We can see that it is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God.
We with the flesh do sow to the flesh,
but with the Spirit we sow to the Spirit.
The old man shall die, the new man
shall live forever; for he that believeth
in Christ shall never die. God cannot
look on sin with the least degree of
allowance in the sense of it not being
given account of. “But I say unto you,
that every idle word that men shall
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speak, they shall give account thereof
in the day of judgment. For by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be condemned.”
(Matt. 12:36-37)

I believe that Christ atoned for every
sin his people would commit, and justi-
fied them by his blood; so every sin we

commit God will put it in our hearts to
confess from the first to the last. The
day of judgment with all that Christ
died for will be in time before we draw
our last breath — so our sins go before
to judgment in time, and there will be
no sin to answer for in the resurrection
when we arise from the grave.

“For I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even ag others which have no hope. For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring with him. For
this we say unto you by the word of
the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the ILord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an-
other with these words.” (1 Thes. 4:13-
18) We will not stand with the wicked
to be judged, for every sin that we com-
mit will be gone on before unto judg-
ment. Our mortal shall put on immor-
tality in the resurrection, and come out
of the tomb shouting praise to the Lamb
of God; for He is worthy to receive all
glory and honor — He hath redeemed
us unto himself out of every nation and
kindred and tongue.

I hope some one may receive some
comfort in reading what I have written.

(Elder) J. R. Hollandsworth
Bassett, Va.

EXPERIENCE

2505 Shenandoah Ave.
Durham, N.C. 27704

Dear Brother Spangler:

Enclosed is check for $7.00 for two
years renewal to the Signs due in July.

. . . We are thankful that God in His
wisdom directs the Editors and writers
of the Signs to write for the comfort of
God’s humble and afflicted people. 1
have just finished reading most of the
Editorials in the November issue. My
first recollection of the Signs was in my
grandfather Young’s home in my child-
hood. There were many mysteries which
cause me to search the Scriptures. I was
convicted of what a sinner I was under
the sound of Elder Isaac Jones’ preach-
ing, and went mourning and groping in
darkness until my late teens, when
Christ Jesus appeared and spoke peace
to my burdened soul. “Today thy parting
soul shall be with me in Paradise.” He
has lifted me out of depression many
times, and has never cast this poor,
weak worm finally away. The hope those
words gave me is still my comfort.

I hope, if not deceived, I have been
blessed to see His glory a few times.
“What wondrous love is this that caused
the Lord of bliss, to bear the dreadful
curse for my soul.” This was a favorite
hymn my earthly father sang many
times on Sunday mornings as he was
preparing to attend services.

May God in his rich mercy keep us all
pressing toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.

Faye phoned me tonight that Richard
is flying home tonight, and she is to
meet him at the airport. His tour of
duty in the Marines is over. So we can
rejoice with her and for both of them.

Remember us when at the throne of
grace. I am so weak I can’t seem to
express what I feel of the many
thoughts that go racing through my
mind. We still hope we will be blessed
to attend services at Durham, though
we have not been strong enough to tra-
vel to the other churches. We hope to
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see you there.

In Christian hope and love,
Ester W. Whitefield

Rt. 3, Box 224X,
Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949

Dear Editors of the Signs:

And servants of the most high God
through Jesus Christ and the working
of the Holy Spirit in you, . . . made man-
ifest through your being enabled to ad-
here to the very truth as it is in Christ
Jesus, the head of the church of the true
and living God. All existence and its
every function always was, and is and
ever will be wholly dependent upon Him,
whether or not they are aware of it.

Precious ones, that is the nature of
God and Lord and Holy Spirit, in whom
I feel to hope is my trust. T am brought
to remember an experience when I was
about fifteen years of age, when I stood
in the yard of our place of abode: As
far as I could see upward and both to
the left and to the right, there came
toward me a solid rolling wave like
unquenchable fire that was devouring
every earthly thing in its path. There
I stood alone in horror, without the
presence or help of any earthly creat-
ure. But just as I began to feel the
great heat from that wave or wall of
fire, I was delivered from its clutches
and carried to a safe place, with a feel-
ing of the most wonderful coolness that
seemed to reach the very marrow of my
bones.

Now at that time I was not given to
realize the full significance of what had
taken place with me: I only felt a great
relief in having been rescued from the
path of that awful fire; and the aware-
ness that no man was the means of my
escape. But many years afterward there
came a series of experiences, which I
feel to hope brought me to more clearly
understand the true significance of that
earlier experience. As it was in the first
experience, every experience, which I
feel and hope are of merciful grace, has
brought me ever more firmly in the

belief and feeling that the greatness of
God is of such inconceivable magnitude,
that even a thought on some small por-
tion of His greatness, leads me to see
the insignificance and total helplessness
of all mankind of themselves.

Oh dear ones, I know that of my flesh-
ly self I could not be worthy to even
think upon one so great as He is; but I
somehow feel to hope that there could
be a worthiness for me in Jesus Christ.
For Christ is all things to The Church,
in that He is her Head, her Mind, her
Leader and Guide, her Strength and
Sustainer in every trial and tribulation,
every temptation and sickness and
health,—in any and all situations what-
soever she may come to face while she
sojourns in this troublesome time world.
Christ is the Winner of her every bat-
tle. The Church is no less safe than God
is upon his throne: for where two or
three are gathered together in His name,
He who cannot lie, said that He would
be in their midst. May we be mindful
that when just one of His children is
in His presence, there are the two re-
ferred to. I am mindful of the poets
writings :

“When earth against my soul engage
And fiery darts be hurled,

Then I can smile at Satan’s rage
And face a frowning world.”

Dear Editors and Elders, and all who
read this who feel a precious hope in
their breasts, and feel to trust in the
God of perfect and unqualified sover-
eignty over all His creation, I would
not leave the impression that I attempt
to convert or change anyone to my way
or understanding. For if anyone has any
portion of knowledge of the reality of
God and his ways, it is sure and certain
that he did not receive it of men, but it
was by the revelation of Jesus Christ
unto him. For though an Elder in his
discourse says something that one listen-
er then believes and rejoices in, that
Elder did not make that hearer believe
or rejoice; for whatsover is to any de-
gree in a godly way, manner or nature,
is of, by and from the Three-one God.

I feel to desire that, if it be God’s will,
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I be kept ever mindful that whatsoever
of the Holy truth I am aware of, I re-
ceived it from Him only; and that it so
pleased Him to reveal it unto this poor,
unworthy worm. For of one thing, I feel
very sure, I have never done even one
thing of myself to merit one favor or
notice from the Lord. May I be kept in
such a way as to refrain from acting or
speaking as if T had not received it from
on high — as though I myself had reach-
ed out and acquired it of myself, or from
any other man.

Dear Editors, at the start of this
writing, I had intended to do no
more than to say 1 was enclosing my
remittance for two more years for the
dear Signs of the Times. But I find that
with all my planning, purposes and in-
tents, events must still come to pass in
their perfect order as foreordained and
predestinated to be by the great God
and Creator of all things. I heard and
Elder express it this way:

“As I observe the things that be, and
realize they did not come in another
manner, time or place, than they did
come, this is an evidence to me that
they could not have come in any other
mannér than just as they did come.”
And so it is my feeling that whatsover
was the mind and purpose of the Crea-
tor from the foundation ¢f the world,
concerning his creation of all time and
things, there could never exist even the
remotest possibility of any event frans-
piring contrary to that ex.act way, time
and manner as He so created them all
for, and to be, and to do.

I hope and trust I am by the grace
of a merciful God, your brother in
Christ,.

Troy G. Shepard

EXPERIENCE

282-D Falkirk Ct.

Braemar Lane,

Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007
Dear Elder Spangler:

Sister Campbell of Memphis, Tenn.,
did not give me the price of the Signs

of the Times subscription. Please write
me the price . ..

I am a staunch Primitive Baptist and
was baptized into the church by the
late Elder O. W. Perkins, of Mayfield,
Ky. I can truly say that if I have ever
had an experience of grace, or have
been taught of God, Elder Perkins
preached my experience the first time
I heard him.

I truly believe if one has been blessed
with a second birth, it will cause him to
bring forth fruits meet for repentance.
And T believe that the world will hate
you for you are not of the world, but
are a new creature in Christ Jesus. It is
not until then that one can go home to
his friends and tell them what great
things the Lord has done for him. Jesus
said, “Ye must be born again,” and it is
not of anything that we have done, or
can do, for it is of the Father’s good
will and pleasure, If God works the will
and the do in you, it surely will show
in your walk and talk.

“By grace are ye saved through faith:
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God.” Each day I am made to feel
more and more the richness, freedom,
and sovereignty of God’s grace. From
the ocean without bottom or shore flows
every stream of mercy to the church of
the living God, on their way to the
Kingdom of Glory, from the treasury
and storehouse of divine grace.

This grace has been, and is applied
to quicken, to uphold, to support, to lead
and comfort every subject of the entire
“glection of grace” on their way to the
city, where they shall one day appear
“to the praise of the glory of His grace.”
1 rejoice to believe that it was by this
glorious and reigning grace that I, even
1, a vile, ungodly sinner, was enabled
to hear the voice of the Son of God. I
shall never forget when the Lord found
me, and lifted me out of that horrible
pit of sin, placed my feet upon a rock,
which was Jesus Christ my blessed Sa-
viour, put a new song in my mouth,
even praises unto His great and holy
name. He even led me about and in-
structed me in righteousness. I found
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the wealth and preciousness of Jesus,
the Pearl] of great price. Blessed prom-
ises were revealed to me, and sweet news
of the way of salvation, embracing sin-
ners such as I. I was filled to overflow-
ing with love and gratitude, while tears
of joy streamed down my face. How
dearly did my poor soul and heart love
the blessed King of Zion!

This was the most wonderful meeting
I ever attended — just my Lord and I.
Truly I was a new person, “old things
had passed away and all things had be-
come new.” My heart and soul burst
forth in praises unto God, singing,
“Amazing grace (how sweet the sound!)
that saved a wretch like me; I once was
lost but now am found, was blind but
now I see.” Indeed His grace is amaz-
ing.

I truly believe that God knew every-
one of his children from the beginning
of time, “Chose them in his Son before
the foundation of the world, that they
should be holy and without blame before
Him in love.” I truly believe that every
one of them will follow him. Jesus said,
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. A stranger
they will not follow, but will flee from
him: for they know not the voice of
strangers.”

I humbly hope and trust that I am
included in that number that hear His
voice and follow him. But, if T am turned
away, I beleive He is still just, and a
righteous God. If I am sent to Hell, I'll
have to say, “His righteous law ap-
proves it well.” v

Elder Spangler, please let me hear
from you. Thank you.

In hope of the saving grace of God.
Mary M. Pearson

SENDS WRITINGS BY HIS FATHER

P. 0. Box 113
Haines, Oregon 97833

Signs of the Times,
Danville, Va.

Dear Editors:
As I read the old paper, with its

many letters and communications, cov-
ering the many years, I am so much
more convinced that, “God rules the in-
habitants of the earth and the armies
of Heaven. And none can stay His hand
nor say: What doest Thou.”

The more that I mix with the religions
of the world, the more I know that “By
grace ye are saved, through faith, and
that not of yourselves. It is a gift of
God, not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus, unto good
works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.” (Eph.
2:8-10)

I grew up in an Old Baptist home. My
parents never tried to teach us the
Bible. And only by their example was I
taught. I can get nothing out of these
“Bible Schools”, or “Bible teachings”. I
believe that we have light, as it is given
to us to understand the scriptures. If
we have not received the light we cannot
understand those things. We may read
the words written there but, if our ears
are not tuned to the writings and our
eyes given the power to see the lessons
written there, we had just as well be
reading “Red Riding Hood” or any of
the other fairy tales, written by man.

] am nearing, what to my people, is
the end of the trail, or at least a switch-
ing to a different trail. My father C. W.
Bond left this world in 1964. Mother
left in 1954. He at the age of 77 and she
at 88.

A few days ago I was handed a writ-
ing, started by him, just before his
death. Found in his tablet by mother,
after his death, and a notation of her
own written on the bottom of the sheet.
I submit it to you for publication, should
you see fit to publish it.

Charles W. Bond, Jr.

“Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith
the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow
them.” (Rev: 14-13)

This scripture has been on my mind
much of late, with interesting leadings
to other scriptures setting forth conso-
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lations for the saints of God. If it may
be according to the will of our God to
give me light to explain some of these
things as I have seen them, to His name
be all the praise.

I am now an old man, can look back
on more than 50 years of ministerial
services; and with the end of my pil-
grimage near, I view life with all of its
pleasures, promises and disappointments
very different in many ways from what
1 did as I came along. Youth is full of
hope and bright promises, death while
ever to be expected and dreaded seems
far off, and we shudder at the thought
of it.

Elder C. W. Bond

(This was found in his tablet after he was
gone, unfinished as so many things he had
started were, as we view it naturally, yet we
know that he had finished his course, and
was “ready to be offered up.”

Signed: Martha Bond)

“THANKFUL FOR HIS
LOVING KINDNESS”

209 Taylor Road,
Collinsville, Va. 24078

Dear Elder Wood :

Hope this may find you and Sister
Wood well and that she is greatly im-
proved from her illness.

I have received the November issue of
the Signs of the Times and enjoyed the
writings very much. Elder Sanders on
the New Heaven and New Earth was
very good. I had read that chapter a
few days before to my husband, telling
him I would be glad to hear from some-
one from that chapter, Rev. 21.

I am thankful to God for his loving
kindness shown. I have received much
comfort in reading from Hebrews of
late. My mind has been on the 12th
chapter and 9th verse, and will
quote it: “Furthermore we have had
fathers of our flesh which corrected us,
and we gave them reverence: shall we
not much rather be in subjection unto
the Father of spirits, and live?’ “But
ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto

the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to on innumerable com-
pany of angels. To the general assembly
and church of the firstborn, which are
written in heaven, and to God the Judge
of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator
of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things
than that of Abel.” so reads the 22nd,
23rd and 24th verses of the same chap-
ter.

Paul’s writings to the Ephesians,
chapter 2, is very comforting to His
loved ones. I believe this quickening
takes place here in time, as it does after
death; also His glory and honor to God
as it did after the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, for his great love
for us. (Hebrews 8:10 and 29 fo 34) I
believe this relates to his spiritual king-
dom of believers in Christ Jesus.

I heard a man speaking over the tele-
vision a few days ago. He did have some
good points, but finally drowned him-
self in saying that God wanted people
to be saved, but they would not let him;
and they should get busy and do some-
thing about it before it was too late. I
call this blasphemy against God, for it is
not in accordance with the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments, found in
Isaiah’s writings 45:9,10; also John’s
writings 6:87 to 44 ; also Paul’s writings
Hebrews 8:10. We read in the 5th chap-
ter of John: “He that honoreth not the
Son honoreth not the Father which hath
sent him.” To me these are false teach-
ers and false witnesses that are against
the Lord God of heaven and earth.
Those that do honor Him honoreth both
the Father and the Son, and are the
true witnesses of our Lord and Saviour
through the blood of the everlasting cov-
enant.

Brother Wood, Harry was baptized
the 4th Sunday in October: something
he had wanted to do thirty years ago.
We read to wait patiently on the Lord,
which I feel he did. I am very glad and
thankful for it. I believe He will verify
all of his promises. (We are always glad
to hear of the Lord’s people uniting with
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the church.—J.D.W.)

Your in sweet fellowship,
Mrs. Harry D. Underwood

“IMMANUEL”

Dear Brethren:

The name “Immanuel” means, “God
with us.” (Matthew 1:28) As God and
man in one glorious Person we see in
“Immanuel” the grandest expression of
the infinite wisdom of God.

The Lord is called “wise’” because He
is wisdom itself. Wisdom, infinite wis-
dom, can never be wiser, and never be
less wise. If any addition could be made
to God’s wisdom, it was not infinite wis-
dom before such addition. If any sub-
traction could be made from it, it would
cease to be infinite. God is unchange-
ably, infinitely, eternally wise.

Godliness is full of mysteries, but
“God with us: Immanuel,” is its “great
mystery.” (I Timothy 3:16) Immanuel,
God’s Son and Mary’s spotless first-
born: God and Man in one most glori-
ous Christ. Here is wisdom showing its
divinity indeed, for in the person of Im-
manuel, Wisdom did to the utmost do-
ing the greatest thing Wisdom could
do,—He gave himself for us.

As Immanuel could “increase in wis-
dom” the mystery of His person can
never be understood by mortals. The
design and intent of this article is to
remind new-born readers of the Signs
how sinners are justified and sancti-
fied as is shown in Holy Writ, and are
moreover put in the possession of etern-
al life so that death cannot be the legal
end of any child of God.

The Lord in the Bible is that “apple
tree among the trees of the wood” down
here; that “tree of life in the midst of
the paradise of God” above.

As Jesus Christ is the source of wis-
dom, so He is the subject of wisdom.

It was, to speak humanly, to meet our
feeble capacity, the great problem to be
solved: how God’s perfections could all
be honored; how the integrity of His
truth could be supported; the rights

of divine justice be maintained; the
holiness of God’s nature be displayed
and his mercy be extended to poor sin-
ners; His grace reach poverty stricken,
guilty sinners; and the river of His love
flow in an eternal stream of delight to
rebel man. The only wise God our Savi-
our undertook this mighty work and
engaged in covenant to reconcile the
jarring interest of the Holy with the
salvation of sinners, to lower all the
mountains, to raise all the valleys, to
remove all the difficulties out of the
way of mercy and truth meeting togeth-
er, and righteousness and peace kissing
each other.

And He most gloriously did this, and
finished the work when His heart’s
blood gushed from his riven side, when
the dying cry was heard in heaven, “It
is finished.” to the glory of God; and
heard in earth to the ecomfort of miser-
able sinners. On the third day, truth did
indeed spring out of the earth, and
righteousness looked down from heaven.

As grace saves causatively, Immanuel
saves meritoriously, and sends His Spir-
it to save powerfully through faith ex-
perimentally.

As in Eden there was the tree of life
whose fruit would impart an unchange-
able position to the person who ate of it:
for if Adam and Eve had stretched forth
their hand and eaten of its fruit, they
would have lived forever in the misery
and guilt in which they were. Amazing
therefore is the rich mercy of God who
turned them out of the garden, for He
knew His purpose of love and His sal-
vation to them, and towards millions of
their posterity: So, instead of their
being fixed as immortal and in an un-
changeable position of misery and guilt,
they were to be brought out of the
horrible pit and have their feet put upon
a Rock at God’s time, and in God’s way;
and have a song put in their mouth.

If Eden’s tree of life gave immortal-
ity, how much more the gospel tree of
life: Jesus. If eating of the tree of life
in Eden would have fixed Adam in im-
mortal wretchedness, much more are
any who have laid hold of Christ the
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true life, fixed in immutable blessed-
ness.

Immortality in a condemned state
would have been the result of eating of
the tree of life in Eden; and immortal-
ity in a justified state, immortality in a
state of peace with God, is the result of
reaching forth the hand of faith and
laying hold of Jesus the tree of life.

The gift of God is eternal life. All
who have this gift have passed from
death unto life. Wouldn’t it be an un-
lawful thing to put a criminal to death
if he had been fully pardoned? And
wouldn’t it be illegal to sue a man and
put him in prison for failing to pay his
debts if his Friend had paid it all? And
wouldn’t it be unlawful for a man to
die under the weight of sins that Jesus
has suffered for?

Now when “Immanuel” was born of
the woman Mary, he was made under
the law, and by his perfect obedience He
became a tree of legal life for us, and
title clear to eternal glory. But He is
also a spiritual tree, for as He is our
justification, He is also our sanctifica-
tion, saying, “I am the vine, ye are the
branches, he that abideth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit.” So, a soul who by precious faith
enters into a state of justification, also
is raised to a position of service, and
shall take his yoke to serve in newness
of life, which is the gift of God, the Holy
Spirit. This is not a “drop,” but, “A well
of water springing up into everlasting
life.”

When the blood of Christ purges the
conscience by faith, that soul lays hold
on the dear Redeemer in union that is
felt, and self is denied and God is
praised. He is every saint’s Surety,
therefore they legally live; their Vine,
and so they graciously live. And, He is
their fulness of bliss, so shall they all
gloriously live in that great day when
Love’s redeeming work is done, and we
shall awake to see the Provider and the
provisions of that City where no shadow
shall fall. Then we shall be able as we
ought, to “bless the Lord, Oh my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His Holy

Name.”

Brethren, we by nature would be
afraid of the outcome if we had to
enter a hospital, not to mention our
having to die and be buried: Yet, as for
all our Lord’s appointed ways, our faith,
though little, approves it well. This is
because :

“Immanuel to love is Jesus to know

And constitutes our bliss below;

Christ to know is Immanuel to love,

And constitutes our bliss above.”

Meantime, nothing can injure any

who are, “preserved in Jesus Christ and
called,” to an unspeakably glorious, eter-
nal, God honoring, soul satisfying life
that is now ready, and “ready to be
revealed at the last time.” Therefore at
times we anticipate the day when the
dear Lord’s voice shall call us from the
shores of time, when we have compassed
the mount long enough.

In bonds,

J. L. Bocock

P. 0. Box 13

Boones Mill, Va. 24065

MANY CRIED UNTO THE LORD

P. O. Box 751,
Macclenny, Fla. 32063

Dear Editors and
Household of Faith:

I would like to write what was in
my mind when I read Psalm 130:1,
“Qut of the depths have I cried unto
thee, O Lord.”

How many in Bible times cried unto
the Lord out of the depths? If any
ever cry unto the Lord really with a
true cry, is it not out of the depths?
Do any ever truly cry unto the Lord
only out of the depths? I know what it
is to cry unto the Lord out of the depths.
Was it not out of the depths that the
thief on the cross cried when he said,
“Lord, when thou comest into thy king-
dom remember me.”” One with his rec-
ord at the door of death, would he not
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cry out of the depths for the Lord’s
mercy? Do not all of God’s little chil-
dren cry out of the depths many, many
times for God’s help and saving grace?
How sweet and good, and how kind the
Lord gave the thief an answer: “Today
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”
Not tomorrow or a month, but today.

The thief on the other side could not
call out of the depths for help, for he
did no know it was the Lord. He said,
If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.”
But the one receiving the promise said
to him, “Dost not thou fear God, seeing
thou are in the same condemnation?”
But by some reason and purpose known
only to God, only one of the men knew
the Lord; the same as it is today and
always: none know God except those
to whom He reveals himself. Jesus said
that none come unto him except the
Father draw them, and that he would
in no wise cast them out. We feel the
two thieves represent the elect and the
non-elect, for we are told in the Bible
that whosoever believeth that Jesus is
the Christ is born of God. And such cry
unto God out of the depths, for they
know God, and their faith is all in God
day and night; and such, like Jonah,
have been turned about from the way
they were trying to travel, and God is
leading them. They have learned in
God’s school of grace: “Not my will
but thine be done,” and are crying out
of the depths in prayer and supplica-
tion for God to undertake for them.
They have learned, as Jonah, that they
are not their own keepers, and that
“Salvation is of the Lord.”

Paul cried out of the depths, so did
Peter, John, Daniel, Solomon, David,
and many, many others. God of heaven
and earth and all that is therein, holds
the wind in his hand-—even the wind

and sea obey him. We need to ecry,
“Lord help,” every moment of our short
lives, “Undertake for us; prepare us
for heaven that we shall be with thee,
and be like thee; that we may rest in
a Father’s love, and be without blame
in love.

Oh how much fear and trembling I
have: 1 am in need of so much grace
to stand before this Holy God and not
utterly fall and become a cast away.
We are told that all things work to-
gether for good to those who love God,
who are called according to His pur-
pose. The question arises in my case,
Do I really love God or do I just think
I do. Surely I feel that I love the breth-
ren, those of like precious faith. John
said that we know we have passed from
death unto life because we love the
brethren. . . .

“The carnal mind is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be,
for it is spiritually discerned.” So to
love God we must have the Spirit of
Christ in us. O grant us grace that we
may love thee more, and serve thee
better.

I wrote of my experience in the Signs
of the Times in 1960. How I have gone
through the valley of the shadow of
death, and brought down. We cry unto
the Lord when we feel low down, and
are in need of his strength in our trou-
bles and sicknesses, and our burdens
are heavy in this world of sin and sor-

row.
A little sister, I hope,

Mrs. Letcher Smith

HASSELL’S CHURCH HISTORY

Hassell’s Church Histories are now available
from the Signs of the Times office, Rt. 1, Box
539, Danville, Virginia, Zip number 24541,
This is a new printing., The price is $6.85..
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INDIGENT FUND
(To November 1, 1973)

Ernest Stone, N.C.....ooorvereiiiieecieenceen $ 3.00
D. O. Chandler, Jr., N.C..ooocooviinnn. 2.00
In honor of John Rich by

A. O. Beene, Tex.....ocooeriiiiiiiiineciciicnee 1.00

N. E. Davis, N.C....oooociiiiiiiiiiccneee 3.00
John R. Taylor, Va....cooceeeeet .. 3.00
Mrs. John Philpott, Va.. ..o 3.00
Mrs. Ila Herbin, N.C..oooorr e 3.00
Mrs. Lester Mellott, Pa.........ccooocciiiies 3.00
Mrs. C. F. White, La.........ocooeeivneeinne. 3.00
Mrs. Homer Pettis, La......oocoiiiriiin. 3.00
Tollie Dowdy, N.C............ 3.00
Elder J. J. Rhue, N.C...... 3.00
Nathan Phillips, Va....... 1.00
Nannie Arrington, Va........... 3.00
Eva Hollar, N.C....cooreecccicceeee 3.00
Mrs. V. E. Baines, N.C........cc.oocomveeeinnnee 3.00
Mrs. Dewey Dean, Va.. ... 3.00
Milton M. Absher, N.C......occcoevcnnnnins 50.00
Mrs. Louis Cherrix, Del.................. 3.00
W. T. Brantley, N.C....c..ooooiiiiiiinie, 1.00
Franeis M. Knight, Va............ 2.00
Mrs. Ethel Wilson, TeX....ccocoeoeriaimncnee 1.00
Ray Harrison, N.Co....oooe 1.00
W. C. King, N.C....oooooieiiiiiieenne 1.00
Bertha Hubbell, N.Y. .. ... 1.00

Elder R. H. Hall, Tenn.........cocovurnnnn
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. McLeod, Tex...
Mary Davis, La....cccreeveecriacnnneaes V.- X

Roy Parrish, N.C...ooooiiiiiicines 1.00

Mrs. Audrey Dyer, Va. ..., 3.00
Edith Brooks, Va......iinnee. 1.00
0. W. Parks, TeXuireriecircnens ... 3.00

W. T, Weatherford, Va

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO OUR
SUBSCRIBERS

The cost of printing the Signs of the
Times has been increased more than one
hundred dollars per month; cr 20%.

We do not believe that any periodical
has ever had more loyal support from
their readers than the Signs of the
Times; s> we do not want to inerease
our supscription price again, as so0 many
have contributed to the Indigent Fund,
and in other ways. We appreciate this
very much, and hope the brethren and
friends will continue to remember this
when renewing their subscriptions.

Also, have you thought to remember
the Signs of the Times in your will?

— EDITORS

Danville, Virginia January, 1974
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. . . For we preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and our-
selves your servants for Jesus’ sake.
For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen wvessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us.” (2 Cor. 4:5-7)

EDITORIAL

With this issue we begin the 142nd
volume of the Signs of the Times. Elder
Gilbert Beebe began the publication in
1832. The age of the paper means but
little, and we have nothing fo boast
about; but rather are thankful that the
Lord has seen fit to sustain His truth
in the columns of the paper, so that His
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name is exalted above every name, and
his people confirmed in the doctrine of
God our Savior.

The Signs has never tried to be of
great influence among the people in
general, since people in general have no
interest in its doctrine; but rather to
uphold the Truth in the midst of much
false teaching of men, The Lord’s peo-
ple know that the truth is a matter of
revelation from the Lord, and it so dif-
fers from the popular conception of
Christian doctrine, that nothing of the
truth can be known and believed but by
the singular experience of being born
of the Spirit. By this they know that it
is the work of God that they believe dif-
ferently than they once did. Solomon
wrote in the 16th chapter of Proverbs
that, “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death.” But the Lord’s
people know who makes them to differ
from another, and that they have noth-
ing but what they have received through
the mercies of God.

To those who are thus taught, the
Stgns is desired and anxiously awaited
each month: for the writings of the
brethren find a ready response in their
inward parts as their pure minds are
stirred up, (2 Peter 3:3) for all are
taught the Truth by the Spirit of God.

We often publish an abstract of the
principles which the Signs maintains,
(see the November, 1973 issue), and
they should be compared with the teach-
ing of the Scriptures. God caused these
truths to be recorded in His written
Word, and written in the hearts of those
with whom He made a new covenant.
And this is the only source of all that
God is pleased to reveal of himself. So
that if anything is taught by anyone
which is not Scriptural, it is evidently
a doctrine of men. The doctrine which
Jesus and his Apostles preached, is
what the Signs is earnestly devoted to
maintain as enabled of the Lord.

We know that the Lord minutely pre-
scribed how He should be worshipped
as is recorded in the Old Testament,—
which things were all shadows of better

things to come. When the fulness of
time was come, and He of whom Moses
and all the prophets wrote, made his
appearance, He said, “. .. the true wor-
shippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship him.” This
means that the formalities and rituals
of those things which the former wor-
ship portrayed, were now fulfilled by
the appearance of Jesus Christ and his
doing the will of his Father; so that the
worship of God should now be in the
spirit and truth of former things. For
the children of God were, “now deliv-
ered from the law, that being dead
wherein they were held: that they
should serve in newness of spirit, and
not in the oldness of the letter.” And it
is written, . . . the scripture hath con-
cluded all under sin, shut up unto the
faith which should afterwards be re-
vealed. Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster unto Christ, that we might
be justified by faith. But after faith is
come we are no longer under a school-
master.”

There is nothing more certain than
the salvation of the Lord’s people. Their
Father chose them in his Son before
the foundation of the world, and pro-
vided all things for their redemption.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians, ‘“Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ: according as he hath chosen
us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love: having
predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of the glory of his
grace, wherein he hath made us accept-
ed in the beloved. In whom we have re-
demption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace.”

When the Apostle wrote, “Being con-
fident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus
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Christ,” he assures his brethren at Phil-
ippi, and the brethren everywhere, that
their redemption is in the hands of God
all the way from beginning to end, and
is therefore certain.

These are some of the things the
readers of the Signs find each month,
along with the many other things taught
in the scriptures which they love, and
hold to be the source of all things per-
taining to the revealed will of God. We
do not know how many believe these
thing, but the Lord knows them that
are his.

We had intended this to be a greeting
to the brethren and friends at the be-
ginning of the New Year, and another
volume of the Signs. But having written
as we have, we would remind all of us
that as we have been kept by the power
of God, and provided with everything
we have ever had, both in nature and
grace according to the will of our Fath-
er, so we yet have the promise of the
Saviour, “. .. and lo, I am with you al-
ways, even unto the end of the world.”
With this realization, we are kept from
day to day, knowing that this world is
not our home, but we “have a strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us.”

Has it occurred to you, that those who
do not have a hope, have no anchor
sure and steadfast — no evidence of
God’s grace and mercy. We say again
that we are glad that Paul wrote that in
spite of all opposition, “Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are his.”

We thank the brethren and friends
for their support given us in publishing
the Signs. We, of course, continue to
need the writings upon scriptural sub-
jects which we can publish, and the ac-
counts of the experiences which many
enjoy reading. We know that the Lord
will continue to enable the brethren and
friends to write as long as he has fur-
ther use of the paper among the breth-
ren. We appreciate all of our subscrib-
ers, and the contributions to the Indig-
ent Fund; and we hope the brethren

and friends will be mindful that we all
need the grace of God in continuing to
bring the Signs to them regularly.

J.D.W,

VOICES OF THE PAST
“He being dead yet speaketh”

WHERE IS THE CHURCH?
New Vernon, N.Y., June 15, 1845.

An inspired writer has said, “As the
lily.among thorns, so is my love among
the daughters.” None who are born of
God and taught by his Spirit can doubt
that this figure is intended to describe
the condition as well as the superior
excellence of the church above the
daughters. She is called the “Love, Dove,
and Undefiled” of her Beloved. The fig-
ure of a lily not only describes the mod-
est beauty of the church, but shows, ac-
cording to the instructions of our Lord,
that her exceeding glory, although sur-
passing that of the regal splendor of
Solomon, is not the result of her own
labor. She toils not to procure it, she
spins nothing that would answer for
warp or for woof; her life is derived
from an invisible Root, and her head is
bowed under the genial rays of the sun.
But she is not only like the lily as that
flower stands gracefully in the field, or
among other beautiful flowers, but she
is like the lily among thorns. How truly
does the church of Christ answer to the
figure in all its fullness of illustration!
God has chosen her in a furnace of af-
fliction, and she has ever, in her mili-
tant state, been among the rude briars
and thorns. The earth, groaning under
the curse of the righteous Creator, is
destined to produce thorns and thistles,
and while this world remains the tem-
porary abode of the church she must
encounter them. One of her most prom-
inent sons prayed no less than three
times that the thorn might be removed,
but was referred to the sufficiency of
the grace of God to sustain him and bear
him through all the buffeting of Satan.
To those who have discernment in spir-
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itual things how admirably does the
church contrast with that by which she
is surrounded. All that the lily is of it-
self is merely grass of the field which
today is, and to-morrow is cast into the
oven, but God has so clothed her as to
challenge comparison with the most ex-
alted glory of the earth. All flesh is as
grass, and all goodliness thereof (that
is produced by human power, or the
flesh, for all that is born of the flesh,
whether physical or mental, is flesh)
is as the flower of the grass; the grass
withereth, the flower thereof fadeth
away, but the Word of the Lord abideth
forever. While the flower thereof, that
is, the goodliness of the flesh, or grass,
may adorn the meadow, but, in common
with the grass with which it is connect-
ed, it cannot survive the dissolution of
the flesh, or grass; but God so clothes it
(the church) in the garments of salva-
tion as to secure the glory as an inher-
itance which is incorruptible, undefiled,
and cannot fade away.

“Defiled and loathsome as we are,

He makes us white and calls us fair,

Adorns us with that heavenly dress,

His graces, and his righteousness.”
Consequently the church is enabled
through grace to sing, “I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God, for he hath clothed
me with the robe of righteousness; as a
bridegroom decketh himself with orn-
aments, and as a bride adorneth herself
with her jewels. (Isa. gdi. 10.) She “is
all glorious within, her clothing is of
wrought gold, she shall be brought unto
the King in garments of fine needle-
work.” (Psalms xlv. 13.) All human
beauty and creature excellency, compar-
ed with the church of the living God,
which is the ground and pillar of the
truth, is but as thorns. Zion is pro-
ounced in the language of inspiration
t h e perfection of beauty; it cannot,
therefore, be improved. Earth has no
colors, nor has creation charms to lend
which would not obscure her beauty.
And although her peculiar excellency
appears not to the eyes of an adulterous
generation, for except a man be born

again he cannot see her, because the
natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him, neither can he know them
because they are spiritually discerned;
still all her attractions are clearly ap-
prehended by those unto whom the
Spirit of God reveals her. To them she
appears as the New Jerusalem, de-
scending from God out of heaven adorn-
ed as a bride for her husband. She
looketh forth as the morning, fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army with banners.

Understanding these to be some of
the general characteristics of the church
of God, may we not inquire, Where may
she be found at this day? We cannot
consistently believe that Christ has no
church on earth at the present day; and
if he has a church now upon earth she
must bear the lineaments which are
drawn in the New Testament. We shall
not find her at the corners of the streets,
in harlots’ attire, seeking for lovers;
from her lips will not be heard the silly
boast, “I have peace offerings with me,
this day have I paid my vows.” (Prov.
vii. 14.) She cannot be recognized in any
other dress than the garments of salva-
tion which her Lord has given her. The
daughters spoken of Isa. 3:16-26, with
their haughty carriage, stretched forth
necks, wanton eyes, and mincing walk,
making a tinkling with their feet, with
their cauls, and their round-tires like the
moon, their chains, and bracelets, and
the mufflers, the bonnets, and the orna-
ments, and the head-bands, and the tab-
lets, and the ear-rings, and the rings,
and nose jewels, changeable suits of ap-
parel, mantles, and wimples, and crisp-
ing pins, glasses, fine linen, hoods, and
veils, are only the thorns by which the
lily of the valley is surrounded. “There
are threescore queens and fourscore con-
cubines and virgins without number;
my dove, my undefiled is but one, she
is the only one of her mother, she is
the choice of her that bear her.”— (Cant.
vi. 8 & 9.)

In order to demonstrate the existence
of the church of Christ on earth at the
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present day, we must find a community
of saints corresponding to the primitive
pattern, of eighteen hundred years ago
—a people whose only beauty consists in
the comeliness which Christ has put
upon them—a people saved by the Lord
who is the shield of their help and the
sword of their excellency, and whose ene-
mies are found liars unto them-— (Deut.
33:29)—A people dwelling alone and
not reckoning among the nations, with
no governmental patronage from the
powers of the world,—a kingdom that is
not of this world, nor visible to the
world, because they are the sons of God;
the world knoweth them not because it
knew him not—A poor and afflicted
people trusting in the name of the Lord
—a persecuted people; for if any man
will live godly in Christ Jesus he shall
suffer persecution. Their names shall
be cast out of men, and they shall be
hated of all men for Christ’s name sake.
They are regarded as the offscouring of
all things, accused and slandered in like
manner as their divine Lord and Master
was; for if these things were done in
the green tree they shall be repeated
in the dry; if they called the Master of
the house Beelzebub they will also call
them of his household so.

These are only some of the outlines
of the church of Christ. She is also
characterized by her ‘“one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism.” Her faith is as
radically different from that of every
other professing people on earth as are
her Lord and her baptism. Of her faith
Jesus is the Author and Finisher; but
that of all other religious bodies either
originates with themselves or is derived
from the doctrines, traditions, and in-
structions of men. But blessed is she,
for flesh and blood hath not revealed
these things to her, but her heavenly
Father has taught her by his Holy Spir-
it. She is the opposite of all other sects
in regard to her food, her appetite, and
the source from which all her supplies
are received. Others can and do eat their
own bread and wear their own apparel;
but she must eat the flesh and drink the
blood of Jesus. Nothing short of the true

Bread which came down from heaven,
that kind which Moses never gave, can
satisfy her; but her neighbors, or the
thorns among- which she is situated, do
not see why the bread that Moses gave
is not good enough.

Christ’s church is a peculiar people,
in all respects essentially different from
the religionists of this world. She com-
prises a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, and a holy nation, and shows
forth the praises of him who hath called
her out of darkness and translated her
into the kingdom of his dear Son. The
doctrine which her faith takes hold of is
that which cannot possibly suit any body
else under heaven, And if there be any
who have not passed from death unto
life, who fancy that they can understand
and love the doctrine by which the
church of God is distinguished, they are
deluded. As none knoweth the things of
a man but the spirit of a man that is in
him, (for the spirit of man being taken
from any man but a dead and uncon-
scious corpse remains,) neither knoweth
any man the things of the Spirit but
the Spirit. And unless we be born of the
Spirit, and that Spirit abide in us, we
are as dead to all spiritual things, as
the human body is to natural life after
the animal spirit has departed. It is,
therefore, quite as practicable to teach
the tenants of the tombs the English
grammar, or any science, as to teach
the things of the Spirit of God to unre-
generate men.

The church of God will be found in
possession of doctrine which cannot be
taught by every or any man to his neigh-
bor, saying, Know the Lord; it cannot
be taught nor learned in Sabbath
schools, or what are called theological
schools; nor can it be derived from
reading the Bible, or hearing it ex-
pounded, even if Paul himself were the
expounder, for the natural man cannot
receive it; it is spiritually discerned.
Every organized body of professors of
religion who hold a doctrine which they
can teach their unregenerate fellow-men
is a branch of anti-christ; and the na-
ture and attainableness of their faith
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proves that they have not the faith of
God’s elect, and that their faith stands
in the wisdom of men, and not in the
power of God. See 1 Cor. 2:5. The prim-
itive church acknowledged Christ as
the only spiritual King, the true and
only Potentate, who only hath immor-
tality dwelling in the light which no
man can attain unto. That church can-
not now be identified where Christ is
not so regarded; nor is he so regarded
by any church, sect, or people who hold
that there is spiritual life anywhere
else, or that the light in which he dwel-
leth can be approached. To approach is
to make some advance towards the ob-
ject; but this no man can do, as the
members of the church of Christ know
right well. The true chuch now, as in
her primitive days, depends on God to
raise up, qualify, send forth, and sus-
tain the ministers of the gospel. Those
who heap to themselves teachers, hav-
ing itching ears, are not the church of
Christ. To him who ascended up on high,
who led captivity captive, and received
gifts for men, they look for all the gifts
which the church can need,—to him who
reigns, being exalted a Prince and a
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
remission of sins, and to him alone they
look to bring sinners to repentance and
to cause the redeemed of the Lord to re-
turn with singing to Zion with ever-
lasting joy upon their heads. To him
who opened the doors of death, and
rose triumphantly from the grave, who
conquered sin and hell, they look for
support, comfort, deliverance and vic-
tory.

Finally, the church of our Redeemer
is the circumeision who worship God in
the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh.

(Editorial by Elder Gilbert Beebe June 15,
1845)

OBITUARIES
MEMORIAL TO
ELDER WILLIAM T. BROWN

In sadness we attempt to comply with re-

quest that we write a brief summary of the
life and labours of one that we loved, Elder
William T. Brown. He was born in Onslow
County, N.C., Aug. 5, 1885, and called from
this life at Onslow Memorial Hospital Jan.
5, 1973. He was married to Lula Caroline
Allen in the year 1904, and to this union were
born two daughters, Sister Pearl Edna Sand-
lin, Verona, N.C., Mrs. Mollie Rebecca Batts,
Greenville, N.C.; one son, Carl Stuart Brown,
Pollocksville, N.C.

The writer knew Elder Brown for many
years. He together with his companion visited
in the home of our parents long before he
began preaching. Our information is that he
received a hope in Christ and united with the
Church at Old Sparta in the early thirties. He
was ordanied to the full work of the ministry
several years later. He resided in Edgecomb
County when He united with the Church but
later moved his membership by letter to the
New Bay Church at Verona, N.C. after moving
to Onslow County. New Bay Church soon called
Elder Brown as Pastor and he served this
Church until his departure from this life.

Elder Brown experienced many hardships
during his sojourn here. His mother was taken
when a small child. His early life was, as he
put it, a rough one. In later years while grow
ing up and in his manhood he was a fisher-
man by trade and was forced to face many
storms of the sea. On one occasion while he
with two others were clamming in Bogue
Sound, a bolt of ligthning struck and killed one
of his friends at his side. In telling his experi-
ence he would never fail to mention that he
was made to know that had it not been for the
grace and providence of God, he would not
have survived.

In conversation with this brother one would
soon detect that he was typical of many of his
vocation in years past, in that he was plain
spoken and strong in his convictions, and was
not easily swayed or turned from what he felt
to be right. In this man when blessed by the
spirit, it was wonderful to observe the contrast
between the natural and the spiritual. When
the Lord would come to him in power you
would see his countenance light up, and then
he was as bold as a lion and as meek as a
lamb. We cannot think of a more fitting me-
morial than when we say, We believe he was
called by Divine grace and ordained to preach
the gospel, and was a firm believer in the
scvereignty and predestination of God in all
things.

One we all loved has been called from us but
we cannot wish him back, but would say, Sleep
on brother and take your rest, we hope to
meet you where associations never break up
and sabbaths never end.

His funeral was conducted by Elders D. B.
Stokes and J. T. Prescott at New Bay Church
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among his brethren and friends.

Written by Elder J. J. Rhue, by order of
The Contentnea Primitive Baptist Association
while in conference October 12, 1973. It was
further ordered that copies of this notice be
placed on the Association minutes, a copy be
sent to the family and a copy to the Signs of
the Times for publication.

Elder A. P. Mewbern, Moderator
Elder W. W. Stallings, Clerk
Deacon J. Carroll Williams, Asst. Clerk.

ELDER OWEN JEWELL CROKER

Elder Owen Jewell Croker was born in Hi-
ram, Paulding County, Georgia, Feb