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MINUTES
-OF THE-

Seventy-Fourth Annual Session ·

-OF THE-

TOWALIGA ASSOCIATION -
-OF-

PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS

-HELD WITH-

Friendship Churcht Wilkinson County, Ga.

AUGUST 30TH;, 31ST, SEPTEMBER 1ST, 1912

ELDER A. 1. ELLIO'l'T, Moderator
Mefronough, Ga., ~. F. D. 1.

W. 1\'1. HARTIJEY, Clerk
Zebulon, Ga.

.Introductory by.
EI..JDER A. C. EIJLIOTT

"This is my beloved Son in whom I am Well Pleased: Hear
Ye Him."
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ship. W e feel to have been greatly blessed by your eoming among
us. Your preaching has been edifying and instruetive and we
desire with us and pray the Lord that you may be blessed by com­
ing among us. 'Ve have appointed Brethren whose names will
appeal' in our minutes to visit you . Brethren continue t o visit us
and pray for us. May the God of Heav en keep you and preserve
'you until we meet again.

ORDERS OF SERVICE
Fr-iday, August 30: 10 A. 1'1 .-Prayer Service led by Elder J .

JJ. Hayes. '
11 A.l'L - Introductory' Sermon by Elder A . .C. Elliott.
3 P. IH .-Preaching by Elder J . A. Wright.
Saturday, August 31st.. A. l\iI. .:-P r aye r service led by Brother

,1. B. Bell.
11 A. 1'I. -Preaching by ' Elders W. 1''1. Blackwell and '1'. M.

Whatlev .
:·1 P. ill .-Preaching by Brother Geo. D. Gofiard.

Sunday: September 1st, 9 A. l\L - P rayer Servic e led by Brother
J . T. H erndon.

11 A . ~I. - P r eac hing by Elder 'S . J. Blackwell.
3 P. 1'1.-~reaching by Elder D. 'H enderson..
Sen- ices closed bv Elder A . C . Elliott.
'I' hr re was preaching at night by va r ious Elders at the homes

of t he hretln-en .and fr iends .

MINISTERS ORDAINED
J. A. Wright, Zebulon, Ga.
.l, J4. Hayes, "Mansfield, :Ga .
A. C. Elliott, :McDonough, Ga. , R.I.
1) ! Henderson, l\IcDonoug~, Ga., IUd.
S. (J. Ratliff. Flovilla, Ga.
E. Oglesby, :l\1cDonough, Ga.
J. ~r. F. Barron, Milner, Ga. , R. 2.
T. 1\[. Whatley, Orchard Hill, Ga'. " Rfd.
J '. F. Taylor, Barnesville, Ga.
R. L. Barron, Zebulon, Ga., R. 2.

MINIeTERS NOT ORDAINED

'I,

. I W. H. Taylor, Jackson, Ga.
Ell~s Daniel, 'I'homaston, Ga.
Geo. D. Godard. Moultrie, Ga.
J. T. Herndon, :McDonou gh , Ga ,.
,J . P. Vaughn, .Iaelrson, Ga. . . ~ ~; '



CIRCULAR LETTER

Deal' Brethren and Sisters:-
. According to previous arrangements the time has ani ved for'

me to -address you by' way of a "Cir cula r Letter ." I fe el my un­
fitness , and unworthiness to :do so, for I desire to write the things
that become sound doc trine and I humbly pray that 'I ma y beguided
hy the Holy Spirit .

In order to proceed I will invi te y our attention to a passage of
Scripture that will be .found j,n the first -chapter of 1s t P eter and
2nd .verse . " E lect ed according to the foreknowledge of 'God, the
f'ather, through sanctification of the spirit un to ,0 bediance and
spi-ink ling of the blood cf J esus Chr ist. Grace unto you and peace
lIe mu ltiplied ."

-1 understand t hat this Apostle is sp eaking of the great work of
God; first we notice that those that wer e electe d was according to
the foreknowledge of God- -God foreknew all things from the beg in­
ning to the end, and there is nothing n ew or old with him, he look ed
HS i t. 'we re and saw all t hin gs both good and bad and that JIe saw
his .cr eatures 'in their lost and ruined state and for His own glory and
purpose he elec te d a p eopl e (sinne rs ) a definite number and predes­
tinat ed them to be saved, in -t ime for when there was no ' eye ' t o pity
no r- no arm to save , God laid help upon on e that was abl e and
might y to save, God was moved , so to sp eak to lov e a peopl e wi th
an .everlust ing lov e, arid -in that et ernal agreement and arrangement
between God the Father, God the 'Word and God the Ho ly Spirit;
those whom he foreknew from 'all et ernity he ele cte d and predcstinat.
ed and gi ve the m un to the second ' person of the adorn bl e tr-inity and
t he ir names were writt en in his eternal wisdom, the lamb 's hook or
lif e, and th at he (Christ) agre ed to com e in time and bear their
sins in his own body. and that he has ever stood as . it. were a lamb
slain f'rorn t he foundation of the world and that he has ever been a
aurety of his peopl e for in t he violation of God 's law t he whol e ra ce
of mankind fell under the curse of th e law dead in tressnasses and
in sin; destitute of et ernal life. 'I'h s Apostl e Paul te lls us in the
8th chapte r of Romans and the 29th, 30th and 31st" verses, For
whom ·h e did foreknow. (God) ·he also did predestinate (that is that
he pred etermined to save them with an ever lasting salvation in the
p erson of the Lord ~Jesus Christ, who was to be made sin for them.
who knew no sin, that is that he was t o· ·bear .... their sins in his own
body for the m to he..confoumed t.o the Image-of his son that he might
he t he first. born among many brethren and in the fullness of time
God se nt him into t his world borned of a woman. horned und er the
law and under i1"R curse, to r ed eem t hose whom ·God foreknew . an d
elected and pred estinated from under t he law and under its curse
then we hear the angel sp eaking unto his mother that he should he
horn hy her into this low grounds of sorrow and that. thou shal l call
1I1s nam e " .Jesus" for he (Jesus ) sha ll save the people, (Those
that his fat-her had given him) fro m th eir sins, now t hen let us
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hear .him speak to us he -says -that· he's come not t o -eal l the ri gh t eous
hu t sinners to r ep entance and to seek and to sav e t hat whi ch was lost .
Let. us r ead the 37th verse of the 6t h chapter of,St. John, Chr ist t ells
us and all t hat the fathe r giv eth me shall come t o me and him that
com eth to me I w ill in no w ise cast ou t. 38th vers e and 39th, fo r
l came down f rom H eaven no t to do my own will but t he 'will of
Him t hat sen t me and t his is the fa thers will which hath sent me that
of all' whic h he has given me I should lose n othing but shall r aise
it np again at the last day; and in '~ h e 44th verse J esu s says : No
man can come' to me except the fa ther which ha s sent me ch aw him
and I will raise him up at t he last day, this is t he way that t hose
that were elected, according to t he f'or eknowl'ed gn of God ar e brought
aavingly J horne to t he . knowl ed ge' of t he t ruth. for our
'blessed J esn s say t ha t. "l\fy sheep hear my voice and I
know them ." Blessed thought dea l' B rethr en and Sisters,
t hat J esu s ..know s t he last one tha't hi s father grve him ,
and he knows t he m hy name and he gives unto the m eternal life and
t.hy sha11 never per ish; n either shall ' any man plu ck t he m ou t of my
.han rl fOJ' he was delivered for their offens es-he rose for th eir justifi- •
cation ; for when he spilt hi s blood and giv e up t he ghosts he r ed eem­
ed his peopl e and w hen he arose and ascended back to hi s fathe r he
sends his H oly Spir it and ca l ls t he obj ect of hi s love; and h e ca lls
wi th a H oly calling; not accor ding t.o t heir works hu t according t o
his own purpose and grace whi ch was given them in Chr ist-J esus be­
fore th e wo rld hegan; t hose that were elec t ed accordin g t o t he

• f'oreknowledge of God , so .my deal' br ethren and sister s the la st one .
t.hat w ere electe d acco r-ding t o the fo r ek nowledge of God , will be r e­
gen f'J'ated again . mad e heirs of God and joint heirs wi th Chr ist and
in t he final consummation of all t hings, J esus will gather hi s elec t
f'rorn t he f'orewinds of t he ·ear t h hot h sonl and body. and will carry
them home to glory wi thout the los s of on e, 0 , dear brethren. and
sis t ers how we ou gh t to praise His great name for what H e has done
and will do for lis, let us ever be at p eace on e wi th ano ther k eeping
ourselves nnspot t ed f rom the wo r ld an d t hat we may ever he .found
earnestly' conte nding for the faith that is deliver ed to t he Saints . .

Now nnto the K ing ete rnal, im mor-tal, universal . t he only wise
God he p rai ses fo rever and eve r is t he pray er of

Your unworthy brother,
D . HENDERSON. ;

DECORUM . )

. 1. Th e 'chur ch es composing t he Towali ga Associa ti on shall no t he
confine d t o an y set ru le as t o t he specified number-o.f Messen gers
t hey shall have in the body , bu t shall have the righ t to nam e in their
let t ers as manv as t hey may choose and in addition all orderl v mal e
members of any of th'~ ch1;1'ches hein g pr esent sha ll he .ent it led t o
seats in t he bo dy as 'Messenge r s of .t heir respectiVe .chur ehes, with all
th e ri ghts and pr-ivileg es of .t h e same.



2nd. The Messengers thus , assembled shall, be denominated the

.Towa liga Primitive Baptist Association.

3rd. For the purpose of historical information and statistical
edification, the churches are requested to state in letters, the total

.n umber of members in fellowship, the number received by baptism)
by letter, by confession of faith ° The number dismissed, excluded
and dead since last session; also the time of their meeting, their pas­
toral supply, and the amount of money contributed for ministers, and
other purposes! together with any other information they may deem
appropriate for the edification of the Saints and the glory of God.

4th. 'I'his Association shall have no power to answer queries;
give advice, 01' dictate to the churches in any case, or to lord it
over God's heritage, nor any power ' by which she can directly or
indirectly infringe on the internal rights of the churches, or cen­
sure and try any church or member in reference to faith and prac­
tice! or determine upon the validity of gospel ordinances. 'I'hese
things shall rest entirely with the churches; ' but henceforward our

. annual meeting shall be only for the purpose of hearing from each
other, and for worship of God and the mutual comfort and edifica­
tion of the Saints. To this we reserve the privilege annually the
first week in September, or at such other time as may be agreed upon
with any church that may invite us, having due regard to priority

, of claims and the good of the cause. To protect our own stand
while in session from heresy and dishonor; to recognize and invite
Primitive Baptist ministers ' and lay brothers to worship with us,
that wernay deem 'proper ; to request the ' brethren of OUr own body
to visit other churches or bodies in our behalf! with whom we may
desire to cultivate Christian fellowship; to publish a minute of our
proceedings.

5th. Each session of the body ~hall ha v'e a Moderator and Clerk
who shail 'be duly chosen according to the 'r ules hereinafter prescrib-
ed, and who shall hold office until a re-election. '

6th. Any orderly member of any church belonging to this body
when convened, being present shall be eligible to election asModera-
for and Clerk! or to sit on any committee appointed by the same. , ~

7th. In all elections or questions that may be necessary to
determine by vote, the vote shall be taken by churches, each church
being entitled to three 'votes for any number. of members less than
one hundred, and one additioal vote for every fifty or fraction
thereof above the first hundred; hut the Messengers of each church
as a body may divide her vote as they see proper.

8th. 1\11 elections or questions coming to 'a vote shall be de­
termined by a majority of the votes cast, and it shall be the duty of
the minority' to acquiesce in the decision thus reached.

9th. 'If new churches desire to be admitted into this union,
they slia)) petition by letter and ,Messengers, and if vouched for or
recommended by one or more sister churches, orderly, they shall be
received by the voice of ,the body and 'manifest ed' by the Moderator
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giving. the Messengers the right hand of fellowship.
10th. Any motion or resolution introduced, clearly inconsistent

with the above rules, shall be promptly ruled {>TIt of order unless
withdrawn by the mover.

Ll th , Any Messenger being ruled out of order by the Madera­
tor shall have the right of appeal to the .body on the question of
order, and if sustained shall be allowed to proceed; but if not, shal]
take his seat. .

12th. Our meetings being held in the name of 'Chr ist and the
worship of God, each Messenger is expected to observe due and pro­
per order therein.

13th. It will riot be considered good order for any Messenger
whose name has been enrolled as such, to abruptly break off ,or ab­
sent himself from the Association without leave,

14th. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of
speech as other members, provided . the chair is filled.

Ifith , The Minutes of the Association shall be read and approv­
ed hy the body, and signed by the Moderator before adjourning.

] 6 . The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.
17.. Amendments to these rules may be made at any time by

a ' majority of the union voting by churches when they deem it
necessary, 'provided such amendments do not compromise the sov­
ereignt.y of the churches, nor have a 'tendency to give this body
undue power 01' jurisdiction over them.

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND SCRIPTUltAL PROOF
Article 1. 'Ve believe in one only and true living God, and

'a trinity of persons 'in the Godhead; Father. Son and Holy Ghost:
Duet. 4 :39, Isa. 45 :16, :Mar k 12 :82, .John1 1-]4: Col. 1 15-17J Phil.
2: 6-8, 1 John 5 :7. -Iohn 17; John 10.30._

Article 2. We belive that the Scriptures of the OIB Testa­
ments are the word of God and the only rule of faith 'and practice.
Proof: 2 Tim. '3 :16-17 , 1 'P et . 1:19-21, Rev. 22:18-19.

'Ar ticle 3 : We believe 'in the doctrine of Eternal .and Personal
Election of a definite number of the human race, chosen in Christ
'befor e the foundation of the world that -they should be Holy and
'without b'lame before Him' in love, Proof: Eph . -} :4-6, 2 'I'hess.
2:1R John ]5-16, 1 Pet. 1-2, Ibid, 2:9, ' .

Article 4. We 'believe 'in a Covenant of Redemption, ordered
in all things and 'infall ibly sure, ever existing between God the
Father and God the Son. Proof: I8a. 89-2-4, Sam. 2H :5, Zach 9-11,
'IJU'ke 1 :72, 'H eb . 13 :20, 1 Pet. 18 :20, Rev. 5:9. '

Arf'icle 5. We believe 'in the fall of man and the communica­
tion 'of Adam's corrupt nature to his posterity 'by ordinary genera­
fion, and their 'impotency 'to 'r ecover themselves from the 'fallen
state thev are 'in ibv sin and wicked works 'by their own free will
'and ability. Pl'o~f.: Gen. '3 :6-24, Rom. '5 ;12, "nsa, 3 :19 f P's, 51:5.

, Ibid -58 :3, 1 'Cor . 15 :22,
Article 6. We believe that all -ehosen in Chrtst shall hear



the voice of the Son of God, and the effectua lly called , r egenerated
and born again~ ' and that all t hus born again are justifi ed in the
Spirit of God alone by r ighte ousne ss of J esus Chr ist imputed to
them an d r eceiv ed by faith . Proof: -Iohn 1 27-29 , 1 John 3-9,
]~ph. 1-4, 2 Tim.I-9, John 6 :27.

Article 7. W e beli eve that all t he Saints of God thus called
by the Holy Spir it and justifi ed by righ teousn ess of Christ shall 'he
preserved in grace and none of ,t he m finally f all away so as to he
los t . Proof: Jas. 2:22, Rom. 5 :1, I bid, 8 :37 39, Col. 3':3, John
]0, 28-29.

Article 8 . W e beli eve in the do ct rine of t he r esurrection
hoth 'of t he just and unjust' .an d a gene ra l judgmen t , an d that t he
jo ys of the righteous will be ete rnal and the punishment of
t he wi ck ed eve r la sting . Proof : John 5 :28-29, . Act s 17 ':31,
1 COl' . 15:21-23, R ev. 30: 12-15. Matt , 25:45-46.

Articl e 9. """.,Te believe t hat t he Church of Christ is a local
body', of professing and baptized beli evers who have gained Chris­
tian fe llows hip wi th each other and have give n t he mselves up to th e
LOI'd and on e t o an othe rxan d ha ve convena uted to gether t o keep house
for God agreeabl e to t he rul es of the gosp el , and should therefore be
kept especia lly sep arat e and distinct fro m, and indep enden t of , t he
world and its institutions, and is the hi gh est' an d onl y ecc lesiasti­
ca l authority known t o the Word of God . . Proof: Ma tt , 16:18-19.
Eph. ] :22, "Ibid. 3 :10,Ibid . 5 :'24-27, Col. ] :8, Matt . ] 8-17, Bph :
2:19-22.: 1 C01' . · 6 :4, Ac ts. 15-14, .J ohn 1,5: ·] 8-] 9 . .

Arti cle '10 . , Ve believe that J esu s Chr-ist is t he Gre at H ead o f
the Chu rch, and her onl y law gi ve]' ; tha t gove rnment -is wi th
t he churc h itself and is t he p rivil ege of each mernber , t ha t t he dis­
cipline cannot be legally extende d beyon d her own Scr ipturua l juris­
di ction and ' is intended for the r eclamation or e:x;pulsion ' of t hose
mem bel'S who may be di sorderl y eithe r in principle or praetice,
and must be faithfull y k ep t up 'for God's glory 'an d the' p eace and
unity of the 'chu r ch 'until hi s second coming . Proof: Mark 1 :14, Col.
1 :24, E ph . 5 :23. ·

Article 11. ,\Ve beli eve that water baptism, the L01'd's Sup­
per and washing the Saint's feet are ordinances of the Lor d and are
to be administered by the authority of the church until His second
coming. Proof: )V[~ll:k 1 :14, John 3 :2-3, Acts ' 8 :38 , Ibid. 9 :18­
28, Ma t t. 26 :26-28 . Ma r k '14 :22-24 , Luke 22 :19-20 , Acts 2 :42 , John
13 :1-7, 1 Tim. ·5 :10. .

Arti cle 12. W e believe that none but regularly ordained
ministers have the ' right to administer these ordinances ; that. pro­
fessed beli evers in Christ who in t he judgment of the church are true
Christ ia ns are the only prop el; subj ects of baptism, and immmersion
is the only proper mode; 't h at none but r egularly baptised and order­
1y churc h members have a ri gh t t o com mune at t he Lord "s t able .
Proof: H eb.. 5 :4, ,John 3 :27, , 'r illl . 4:14, Titus 1:5, Ac ts 6:6, I bid.
13 :2-3. . .. ,

.'
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Statistical Table of . Churches.

1.5010 .00 4
2.50 7.50 2 Ogelsby
2.00 3.00 2 Hays
1 00 5.00 1 Henderson
1.00 2.00 3 Elliott
1.00 3.00 3 Ratliff
1.00 5.00 3 Whatly

80
31 65

34
30
44

11 11
63

21 641 1.50 3.50 4 Henderson
61 27 2 Barron

3 80 2.00 5 .00 2 Henderson
25[1.00 3.00 3 Elliott
46 2 Whatly

I

31 21 54\1 2.00\ 5.001 1 \Elliott
73 2.00,10 .00 1 Ogelsby

1

2

10

1

1

NAME OF MESSENGERSPOST OFFICEICOUNT)CHURCHES

12.
3 .

14.
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o I Q,) t; 0
g ~ "0 .:.0 '"g d'2
.s ~ ~ ~ ~ .5 i,;; ~I P ASTORS
I-<Q,)C>::!..... ::s ~ .....
~~ t; u S ] '3 I-< I-< a:;
>< ;>, Q,) . >< .~ Q,) 0 0 0 ~
~ o:l l~ I~ 0 0 ~ ~ ~ ~~

~~I~~:~~~~_'_,I. I 1'1 I

21 I I I 19 $1.001$1.50 410geiSbY
2. 25\ 2.00 3.00 4 Elliott Hays

78 2.50 8.00 3 Henderson
.50 1 Wright

1. Lebanon . . . . . Hampton Henry . . , BY LETTER
2. Mt. Moriah .. Mansfield Newton Eld. J . L. Hays, P D. Leach .. ..
3. Ozias McDonough .. Henry Eld . A. C. Elliott; J . T. Herndon
4. Hebron Jonesboro . . C~ayton BY LETTER
5. Flat Rock Zebulon . . . . . PIke . . . . . Eld. R . L . Barron, G. D. Godard,

. Jas er Will Hartley ' .. ..
6. Concord Monticello P'kP W. P . Person, C. W. Oxford .
7. Liberty Milner. . . . Ie , Elders, J. A. Wright, J . M . F .

." Barron, T. M . Whatley .
8. Sandy Creek Flovilla Butts T.G.Preston,John Preston .
9. Friendship McIntyr~ Wilkinson. WHOLE CHURCH 12

Union Barnesville Monroe . . Eld. J.F. Tavlor ..... . . .
Mt. Nebo Mitchell Glascock .. William Wilcher .
Ocmulgee '" Gladesville Butts . .. . . BY LEl'TER
New Hope Thomaston Upson .. J. H. Blount .... " . · · ·16
Beersheba Locust Grove. Henry .. .. Eld . D. Henderson, D. A. Caste-

la w, C. P ickett ..
15. Beulah Griffin Butts Eld. S. G. Ratliff . . ··1 2
16. Forest Forest Park . . Clayton R. W. Davis . . . . . . : .
17. Bethel.. Jackson Butts.... . BY LETTER
18. Fl int River . . Thomaston Upson... . NOT REPRESETED

TOTAL /11/ 211 \121101131818124.50172.50\
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