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“MANY are the afflictions of the righteous: but
- the Lord delivereth him out of them all”

The Hebrew word here translated
“affliction” also means ‘“bad,” “evil.”
The same word from the Greek means,
“pressure,” “afflictions,” “tribulation.”
Therefore many are the bad things
which the righteous have to suffer, the
evil things which come to him in his
righteous service. The great pressure
he has to endure in the service of God.
"T'he severe tribulations he has to endure
in the service of the Father. Doubtless
the Lord Jesus is the righteous One
referred to by David. His afflictions
in the service of the Father were many,
sharp and trying. All he endured he
endured for his people. Therefore his
obedience became their obedience by
imputation. They are the members of
his body in particular. (1 Cor. xii. 27.)
As he had to endure, so do the members
of his body have to endure; as he was
afflicted, so do they have to suffer afflic-
tions. “Xf his afflictions were for sins of

disobedience to the Father then so are
the afflictions of the members of his
body; but if his afflictions came to him
beeause of his love to the Father and
holy obedience to him, then the afflic-
tions of the members of his body came
because of their obedience to the
Father. 'They are joint-heirs with the
Lord Jesus Christ as well in his afflic-
tions as in his joys. They are predes--
tinated to be conformed to the image
of the Son of God (Rom. viii. 29) “and
his image here in the flesh was an image
of suffering, and many afflictions.
Therefore the members of his body are
predestinated to suffer here. 'This is
the image of the carthy. “And as we
have borne the image of the earthy, we
shall also bear the image of the heav-
enly.”—1 Cor. xv. 49. What promise
have we of life in Christ if we are not
made partakers of his sufferings and
death? “Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-
secution.”—2 Tim. iii. 12. Not all that
do evil and sin, but all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus. Then if any do
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not have tribulations, trials, and per-
secutions in this world he is a bastard
and not a son. “But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are partak-

ers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.”

--Heb. xii. 8. Chastisement is not neces-
sarily a rebuking as the disobedient
have to receive, but an admonition, to
show the blind the way, to give hearing
to the deaf, secing to the blind, to teach
one that all his dependence and strength
i m the Lord Jesus, who received it for
him from the Father. ‘“’The chastise-
ment of our peace was upon hini; and
with his stripes we are healed.”—Isaiah
liii. 5. “These things I have spoken
unto yoir, that ve might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer: I have overcome
the world.”—John xvi. 83. 'This last
reference was spoken by our Lord in
the wonderful sermon, at the elose of
his ministry, in Gethsemane, when no
one was present but himself and the
eleven faithful disciples. He was chas-
tening them with words of comfort,
caution and encouragement. He was
not talking to them of disobedience, but
‘encouraging - them in righteousness.
The T.ord had come to send a sword on
the earth, (“Think not that I come to
send peace on earth: T came not to send
peace, but a sword.”—Matt. x. 34.)
and this ‘sword should pierce them.

His word was peace in them, but it

made enmity for them with the world,

Ono
\waiie

or on the earth. has but to read

in the Bible the persecutions of the

saints to know the reality of.this truth.

Those Old and New Testament saints

are our brethren, and we must (shall)
have tribulation in our measure as they
had it in their measure. Jesus Christ
is the only perfeet man, the upriglt
One in heart. His end is peace.
(Psalms. xxxvii. 87.) He is the per-
feet man and he suffered tribulation as.
no other man ever did. 'T'he world"
hated him because of his righteousness, -
and for the same cause.it will hate his
people.  “If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated
you.”—John xv. 18. “Mervel not, my
brethven, if the world hate you.”’-—1
John 1. 18, T s not with the world
that we have tribulation when we walk
I disobedience, but the tribulation in
that ease is in our own hearts. 'There
is where we feel all condemnation. 'The

world may condemn us when we. are

innoeent, but that will not conviet us
of wrong. We are led to accept such
as persecution for righteousness’ sake
aceording to - the word of the Lord.
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
vou, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against-you falsely,
for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceed-
ing glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you.—
Matt. v. 11, 12. - 'These Scriptures show
the difference in the tribulations which
onr Tord said we should have in the
world and the sufferings of conscience
The

vighteous, which arc the members of

which one has in disobedience.

the body of Christ, are destined to
suffer afflictions in this. world. 'They
have the Spirit of Christ in them. That
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Spirit is in opposition to the world and
the world hates it.
of God are faithful to God, living up
to the word of his power, the world will
hate that living. If we conform to the
world by compromising with them,
worshiping with them, showing that we
believe they may be right, or that they
are as likely to be right as we, calling
them “brother” and gleaning in their
fields and asking them to glean with
us, then we will not see nor hear any
persecutions. Why? Because we are
conforming to the world and have left
the way of God. This was the cause of
more than half of the condemnation of
our God on Israel. They would follow
the god-worship of idolators. Their
law said, Thou shalt love no other gods
before me. One cannot worship God
and idols. The its and isms of this day
which are claiming to help God in his
conversion of sinners are just as much
idolatry as was the worship of Bel and
the Dragon, Baal, Diana or any other
heathen god. The members of the body
of our Lord Jesus should stand clear
of .all these even though they have to
suffer persecution therefor. T.et us
learn to endure hardness as good
soldiers, and always have on the whole
armor of our Captain, remembering to
keep our faee to the enemy. There is
no armor for the back.. He that putteth
his hand to the plow and looketh back
is not fit for the kingdom of God. Let
-us remember that God, and not we our-
selves by our obedience, is our deliverer.

In hope and the love of the trath, T
-am-your brother,: ‘ '

1. H. HARDY. .

‘When the children |

B MaTTOoON, Ill., Dec. 3, 1930,
Drar Korrors:—The inclosed is the
result of several efforts, as, owing to
my physical weakness, I can only write
a few lines at a time. I am confined to
my room and can walk but a few steps

‘at a time along the hallway. Make

what use of the manuscript you may
deem proper and all will be well with
me. I have been a reader of the Siens
for over three-quarters of a century.
Not having been able to keep up with
my personal correspondence for seme
time, and now being confined to my
room, and many of my correspondents
being readers of the Signs, I am asking
the privilege of reaching them through
its columns. I can write but little at a
time, on account of sheer physical
weakness. 1 suffer no pain or physical
discomfort whatever, which gives me
much to be thankful for. The Lord
has been a very present help in all times
of distress and sorrow. He is my
shepherd; I shall not want. I feel I
can say this with an emphasis. His
guiding hand has led me along life’s
tortuous pathway until the end of a

long journey cannot be far away. If

he is my shepherd no promise of his will
go unfulfilled. Behold the manner of
love the Iather hath bestowed upon us
that we should be called the sons of
God; and if sons, heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ, to an inherit-
ance incorruptible, undefiled and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
those who are kept by the power of
God, through faith unto- salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last: time.

‘Here we sce in part and know in' part,
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but when the veil of the flesh is re-
moved, then the unspeakable glory and
heavenly effulgence of immortality will
be realized, without a eloud or shadow
to dim the heavenly scenc. Here we
shall sece Christ, and be like him, for
death is swallowed up in victory, and
the triumph through our risen Lord
cnables us to say, “O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy vie-
tory? The sting of death is sin: and
the strength of sin is the law. DBut
thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” For when he broke the bands
asunder and came forth from the tomb
the terrors of the grave were forever
abolished. T find myself saying, “Liord,
who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who
chall dwell in thy holy hill? Ile that
walketh uprightly, and worketh right-
eousness, and speaketh the truth in his
heart.”” God alone knows, and justice
and judgment are the habitation of his
throne. And I find myself saying,
Deéar Lord, what wait 1 for? My hope
is in thee. Nearing the end of the
ninety-third year of my age, I have
only to fear the Lord and trust alone
in his never-failing mercy. Should any
of the brethren or sisters who may read
this, probably my last article for publi-
cation, feel inclined to write to one who
feels keenly his unworthiness, 1 would
appreciate hearing from them. “The
foundation of God standeth sure, hav-
ing this seal, The T.ord knoweth them
that are his.”

“Now unto him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his

glory with éxceeding joy, to the only
wise God our Savior, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both
now and ever. Amen.”

My address is simply Mattoon, Ill.

Your brother in hope,

J. G. SAWIN.
B
BrrraN, Md,, Oct. 26, 1930.

Drar Eprrors:—It has been upon
my mind for some time to try in my
week way to write something for our
paper, if the good Lord will guide my
mind and give me the liberty to sct
forth what T hope I have been given to
sec and feel. The Seripture of Mat-
thew xi. 28-80, has been upon my mind
for some time, and to-night I will try
in my weak way, if it is the will of the
Most High, to express a few of my
thoughts. It reads as follows: “Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon. you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” This Seripture is as much mis--
applied, perhaps, as any other in the
Bible. Tt is used many times by men
as an invitation to sinners to give their
hearts to God, as the world puts it, but
as I hope I see it it is a command rather
than an invitation. Christ says, My
sheep hear my voice and follow me, and
when he says, Come unto me, it is a
command, and they will surely follow
him, for it is a fact that he was speak-
ing to hone other than the people of his
choice.  When he said, Lazarus, come
forth, hie came, and there was no power
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could hinder him, 4nd when you have
been called of God to come unto him
can you resist that call? When you
were in your greatest stress of mind and
woridering what it all meant, and at
last that still smiall voice said to you,
Stand still, and see the salvation of
God; could you turn back and delight
in the things you once did? A thousand
times no. Then it was he said unto
you, “Come unto me,” for yvou had
beén laboring under your load of sin,
trying to find some place of refuge, but
when you turned to the north, behold,
lie was there; if you turned to the south
he was there, so there was no other place
for you to go but unto him and fall at
his feet and beg for miercy. When you
have been shown that your salvation
depends solely upon the mercy of God,
arid him alone, and there is nothin g you
cant do to bring you in the mercy of
God, and are shown that it is by his
love and mercy you are saved, if saved
at all, then you have found rest to your
soul, and you will find that his yoke is
easy and his burden is light.

Now, we notice that the word “souls”
is plural, therefore it means more than
one person, so he must have been spealk-
ing to the whole elect of God. I would
say, my brethren, if T may call you
bréthién, that iwhen you have been
taught in the school of Christ and have
learhed how dependent you are upon
him you will be meek and lowly in
heart. Why? Bécause you know full
well you have nothing to boast of and
are just as poor as the beggar was that
lag &t the rich man’s gate, and you will
crave a crdtib of fherey from your

Master, just as he did from the rich
man’s table, and when that mercy is
shown to you you will say out of the
very depths of your heart, It is by the
mercy of GGod T am what I am. Giving
God all honor and praise, then it is you
are like him, meek and lowly in heart,
esteeming your brethren better than
self, for you are brought to see yourself
a hell-deserving sinner, all undone and
naked before God, and hate your own
life on account of sin. TIs not this learn-
ing of Him? I believe it is.

“My yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” Ts it not easy when we are
given to know there is no work for us
to do, that the debt we owe has been
canceled and we are free, and that he
has made intercession for us with God?
Is not this a light burden compared
with what he suffered for us, or for you,
my brother, and, T hope, for me?

Dear editors, do with this as you see
fit. Do not crowd out other good
reading. Submitted in love, I hope.

J. W. S. TIMMONS.

G0 A

HERNDON, Va., Nov. 28, 1930,

Drar Eprrors:—I am still here as
a living monument of God’s great
mercy to again renew my subscription
to our dear old family paper, the Sians
or THE TimEs, of which T have been a
subscriber for about forty-seven years.
When my mind carries me back to
forty-seven vears ago it seems to me as
but a dream, but in other times of life
it seems as a long time ago. I attended
the Virginia Corresponding Meeting,
held with the New Valley Church, of
Virginia, in October past, and it seemed
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like a good meeting to me, still 1 was
made to feel sad when the thought cae
to me of altending a meeting at the
same place (New Valley) forty-five
vears ago last August, that I did not
meet face to face any of the dear saints
T met face to face at the time of that
meeting.  All had passed on to the
better land. Yes, I will say again that
T felt sad at the thought of not sceing
any of the dear ones I saw at the mect-
ing above mentioned. I now recall to
mind the names of some of the preach-
ers who were there at that meeting,
namely, Elders Wm. 1. Beebe, J. G.
Fubanks, . G. Lester, J. N. Badger,
. V. White, S. H. Durand and others
T cannot recall their names at this time,
but I do fondly vemember the sweet
season of love I enjoyed at that time,
for I felt in my heart that it was the
time of the singing of birds and the
voice of the turtle was heard in our
land. T imagine I felt something like

Ruth did when she gleaned in the field.

of Boaz in the time of the barley har-
vest. I felt to say, in the language of
the bride spoken of in the Song of
Solomon, “I sat down under his shadow
with great delight, and his fruit swas
sweet to my taste.”” But alas, T feel
sad and loncly now, with no sweet spir-
itual food suited to niy taste, and I feel
“as one of old said, “I am like a pelican
of the wilderness; 1 am like an owl of

the desert. T watch, and am as a spar-

Troanln
Bl

row upon the housetop.”—
6,7. The greatest plague I have in this
life is sin, for sin is mixed with all I do,

and, like the poet, I must say,

“It 1 pray, or hear, or read,
Sin is mized with all 1 do;
You that love the Lord indeed,
Tell me, is it so with you?”

If T pray, or have ever prayed, it is in

the language of the publican: “God be
merciful to me a sinner.” I feel to

know that ’aul was right when he said,
We know not what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit itself maketh in-
tercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. Dear children of
the holy God, do you cver have that
groaning down deep in the recesses of
your heart, even in the silent watches
of the night, pleading to God for merey
in groanings which cannot be uttered?
This way of praying, to my dark mind,
is like the way our dear Savior told his
disciples to pray, to enter into their
closets and shut the door and pray to
the Tather in secret, and the Ifather
which secth in secret shall reward thee
openly. S

T must now close, for 1 fear this letter
vill weary you to read. But before
closing I wish to say to all conmected
with the dear old Sigxs, T wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a prosperous
new year.

A beggar

at merey’s door,
JOHN F. OLIVER.

D & G

MIDbLETON, “Tenn., Sept. 20, 1930,
Duar Bripmrex:—Once more this
old wayfaring traveler from time . to
eternity somehow feels to have an im-
pression, or desire, to write you, because

‘of the relationship 1 have with you, and

T want to testify to the truth as T be-

lieve it is in Christ Jesus our Lord and

set forth by the editors dnéd-eontributors
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of ‘the” Stens. o 111 Trvus. I have
been a believer in the Primitive Baptist
Church being the true church of God
ay long as .1 can remember of having
had any knowledge of these things. I
used to go to the niectings when T was
a boy and knew nothing of doctrine,
but the sound of truth did me good and
I loved to hear it. T used to go to their
communion meetings and see the union
and fellowship existing among them
and 1 had a longing desire and a little
hope even then that some time ¥ would
be enabled to see the light and commune
with the saints in light.  But then T was
serving under the law, for I thought 1
would have to cease from evil and learn
to do good, and so I traveled on
through many hard trials and tribula-
tions, until the time came (God’s time,
I hope,) to make known to me that sal-
vation is of the Lord for time and
eternity.  One day I was sitting down
in my field, being burdened, when these
words were spoken to me, and seemed
to be a little above my head, Thy sins
are forgiven, with word “are” empha-
sized, My burden was gone, and there
I hope I did praise God and worship
hint in spivit and in truth. But ere long
the tempter came. T was walking
along and began to think that it might
be some natural trouble or a depression
of my natural feelings. As I walked
along I saw a bare place on the ground
and I thought to leave it all there and
go.on about my work. Right then such
a feeling came over me that I have not
wanted to try that again. The thought
came into my mind that the devil must
have desired to have me, and that T

must have been as a brand plucked
from the burning, ' :
Dear brethren, I am so far advanced
i years and so feeble that I cannot go
far to hear preaching and there are onl v’
two I can talk with about the doctrine
of Christ, therefore T feel very lonely
and would be glad if some of the breth-
ren would visit me. T would also De
glad if we could have preaching here
once a month.  Our chureh (Enon) has
gone down and we have no pastor and
no preaching, and T long for the com-
panionship of the saints. That which is
flesh is flesh, and that which is Spirit is
Spirit, and these are contrary one to the
other.  All natural things perish with
the using; all spivitual things belong to
that upper and better kingdom not
made with hands, and are eternal, and
all the inhabitants of that kingdom live
eternal spiritual life by the faith of the
Son of God. Tt is all of God, and for
his glory.  Let all glory, might and
power be aseribed to his name, for by
his great power he created all things,
By the power of his Spirit he has pre-
pared a people for his name. By his
power he upholds the world and all cre-
ated things. By his power he created
a people for the day of evil. By his
power he prepared a place for the
cternal punishment of the wicked. By
his power he prepared a place for the
cternal happiness of a people afore pre-
pared unto glory. Praisc ye the Lord.
Dear brethren, if you find anything
in this that is not according to the truth
do not publish it. B
Your unworthy brother in hope,:

J. S. STANLEY,
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CoGar, Okla., Nov. 19, 1929.

Drar Eprrors:—I have a desire to
write you this morning regarding your
valuable paper, the good old SiGNs o¥
ran Tises, which you have been send-
ing to me so long. I much appreciate
vour kindness and long forbearance
with me, a poor unworthy creature. 1
do not feel the least worthy of having
a name with the dear people that love
the doetrine this paper sets forth and
comes so sweetly laden with each
month, but oh, if my poor heart de-
ceives nie not, I do dearly love this
doetrine that the world knows not of.
Tt is the doctrine the Tord called his
own. “My doctrine shall drop as the
rain, my speech shall distil as the dew,
as the small rain upon the tender herb,

as the showers upon the grass.” Oh
what a precious comparison! How

vefreshing to the tender plants in a dry
land!  Just so, how sweet and vefresh-
ing is the dear old Siens that you
have been sending to me these many
years free. Brethren and friends, I do
not feel worthy of such blessings. 1f I
were able to pay for it I would not
think of doing without it. 1 see each
nionth the contributions to help the
poor get less and 1 do not want to be
a burden to you. While I dearly love
to read the good letters and editorials,
which arve of great comfort to me in my
lonely condition (they are about all the
preaching I get), still T feel it is not
right for me to continue a burden to
you. I do not get to mingle with ny
dear brethren and sisters often; about
once a year I go to meeting. T get low
down in the valley and feel that T am

i

not worthy to have a home with you
dear people, but when the dear old
Signs comes laden with comfort and
spiritual fruit that comes down from
the Father of lights, with whom there
is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning, then my poor soul takes cour-
age and I try to press on toward the
mark of the prize of the high calling,
ever looking unto Jesus, who is the
author and finisher of the true faith.
Solomon says, “In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths.” But oh how often I find myself
denying him in my actions. I some-
times fear T have had no change at all
and am vet ignorant of Christ’s right-
eousness and salvation. But when my
mind goes back to that sacred hour
when love divine first entered my heart
T cannot give up that sweet hope I have
cherished all these forty-nine years that
T am one of those for whom Christ shed
his precious blood that they might have
eternal life through him. T pray God
that he will lead, for if he leads I shall
be led; and if he teaches me I shall be
taught. Oh that T may ever be found
humble and at the feet of his household,
and at the feet of Jesus pleading that
his grace and merey sustain me through
the vest of my days in this vile world of
sin. I pray that he will ever be my
guide and strength to overcome all
temptation to do evil, for T know that
without him T can do nothing.

My prayer is that God will long
spare you all in the good work where-
unto he hath called you, and enable you
to still publish the dear old Sicxs.
Remember this poor old sinner when at
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~ the throne of grace, for I feel I need
the prayers of all the dear redeemed
children, that I may ever be found at
the feet of Jesus, ever looking unto him
for all things in time and in eternity.

Do with this as seemeth good to you.

From a poor sinner, saved by grace
alone if saved at all,

JANNIE LOYD.

-

Hiranm, Ga., Oct. 6, 1930,

0. S. Croxer—BELOVED BRroTHER:
—We are well. Hope you are improv-
ing, and your family well.

When I was at your home, last Sat-
urday, I did not tell you about my
going to Lawrenceville to the Yellow
River Association the fourth Sunday
in September past. I never saw more
people at an association. FElders J. H.
Stewart and R. L. Cook preached in
the morning and Thomas Huff and J.
C. Hewatt in the afternoon. It was

good for me to be there and behold how

good and how pleasant it is to see
brethren dwell together in the unity of
the Spirit and in the bonds of peace.
We thank God, who has made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light, and coumted us
worthy the fellowship of those who are
so eamrnestly contending for the faith
once delivered unto the saints, not in
wisdom of words, but in the power and
demonstration of the Holy Spirit. Yet
we sometimes fear that the Lord has
forgotten to be gracious. But he does
not cast off in time of old age, not for-
sake when our strength faileth. David

assures us that when father and mother
forsake us, then the Liord will take us
up. And, When through fiery trials
(though it be in the furnace of afflic-
tion) thy pathway shall lie, my grace
all-sufficient shall be thy supply. T'ruly
the Lord is good to all men, and his
tender mercy is over all his works. 1
know that goodness and mercy have
followed me all the days of my life, and
I desive to dwell in the house of the
T.ord forever, dwell in the mountain of
the Lord’s house that is established in
the top of the mountains, and exalted
above the hills. 'The King’s highway,
that the vulture’s eye hath not seen, and
no ravenous beast has come thereon,
leads to that house. -

Dear brother, I am thinking just
now of the happy seasons of the past,
the many times we have walked together
in company with others to the house of
God, where his banner over us was love.
May the Lord give us strength for our
daytime and trials, and may we, when
done- with the trials of the way, enter
into eternal life, with all its attendant
Joys. : |
Brother Croker said, I want this let-
ter, together with a notice of my pass-
ing, published, so we are sending it to
the Siens or THE TiMes and to the
Lone Pilgrim, his favorite publications,
He was a subscriber to both.

Yours in love, ’ v
W. A. HARRIS.

(See obituary on page 21.)
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING.

A smorr time before the elose of the
year 1929, it was proposed that for the
vear 1930 we have two editorials in the
Srens each month: one by the senior
editor and one from each of the associ-
ate editors in turn. When this plan
was proposed to the writer, it looked
to him like a huge undertaking, and his
response at once was, “I cannot do it.”
However, he agreed that, if it proved
to be the Lord’s will to so exercise his
mind that he eould write each month,
he would do so. With that as a start,
we have succeeded in getting through
1980 and have accomplished the plan
of having two editorials in eaeh issue
during the year. That which scemed

an utter impossibility to the writer has
come to pass, not we trust by the put-
ting forth of merely human effort to
fill up so much space, but with the help
of the Lord to the comfort and instrue-
tion of his people to whom we hope our
lives have been dedicated by his sancti-
fying grace. On the whole, our breth-
ren and readers during the past year
have been very charitable and encour-
aging toward us, and have been so good
from time to time to write us of their
love and fellowship for us in our
arduous labors. Whether what we have
written during the year has been
profitable to those who believe in God
and in his Son Jesus Christ, is not for
us to say. We are not ourselves the
judge of that. You who read must sit
in judgment on what we offer you. A
few have written to us suggesting that
we confine our writings to exposition
of Seripture texts, and that we say less
about what is happening in the world
around us, they have said that they care
little what the world does or what is
going on in the world, what they want
to know is what this or that text means
to them experimentally. Now, those
honest souls who make this suggestion
to us are perfeetly sincere no doubt,
and we doubt not but that they have
our own intevest and the interest of the
Siens very close to their hearts. But
we must be honest, too, and we honestly
differ with them in this advice to us.
The doctrine of the absolute predesti-
nation of all things has been from 1832
a principle for which this paper has
always stood, and with God’s help it
shall so continue to stand in the future.
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This-being so, there is not a thing any-
where too small or too great to be
worthy the notice of a child of God,
since all things great and small what-
soever come to pass are ordained of
God to the good of his believing chil-
dren and to his own declarative glory.
We believe God to be the eternal One
and only infinite Person who can and
does work all things after the counsel
of his own will, whether they be things
in heaven or in earth: things directly
concerning the individual and personal
experiences of the saints themselves, or

things transpiring in the world in which ;

we live as human beings. All things
are of God.
among the inhabitants of the earth as
well as in the army of heaven? Indeed
$0. Then why should we confine our
writing or our speaking simply to ex-
perimental matters, and not take note
from time to time of history as it is in’
the making? History is the unfolding
of the divine and eternal purpose of
God. What is not predestinated to
transpire cannot take place.
therefore, does take place, whether in’
the church or in the world, must be the '
outcome of God’s predestination.
cannot be wrong then for us to call your
attention occasionally to what is goino
on in the world in which we live.'
Whether we will or not, each and all of

us are bound to be affected in our lives,

by what is going on around us. Fx-
perience cannot be confined wholly to
matters of grace, It must and does

include all things, externally as well as’
internally, with which we come in con-
tact’ or which we undergo, be 1;1'1{.—3yg

"Does he not do his willI

It

gracious matters or providential ones.
Whether we look at a sunset, survey a
landscape, peruse a book, listen to
music; whether we read understand-
ingly our Bibles or are comforted and
edified by the preaching of the gospel:
all these things register their influence
on the soul and all these things go to
make up the sum total of one’s experi-
ence. Yes, but objects one, enjoying
the things of nature and enjoying the
things of the Spirit are two different
phases of being: the one belongs to the
earth, the other to the spiritual. We
are not so sure of this, not so sure that
they are so different. We doubt our
ability to divide our lives into separate
_compartments and to say that this or
that belongs wholly to the flesh and
thls or that wholly to the Spirit. - Only
the living Word can make that distine-
tmn correctly, that Word which 1is
~sharper than any two-edged sword. In
“the case of a child of God, there is noth-
ing that comes to pass with him,

“whether it be of a spiritual or of an

‘What, ’

_carthly nature, but what may be,
tlnouo'h the Spirit’s work, made of
eternal significance to him. Where the
unbeliever can see naught but the work-
ing of natural law in the sunset or in the
bcaut]ful landscape, or naught but
philosophy in the printed page, or
naught but art in the music of an
orchestra, the believing soul sees the
handiwork of the God that made all
things and beholds the praise of him
,who brought order out of chaos by his
almighty Word. It all depends from
what position these things are viewed.
If one is dead in sin, never having been
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awakened into spiritual life, then that
one’s soul 1s mute and cannot hear or
perceive those things around and above
and beneath us which bespeak the glory
of the Divine Person who brought all
things into being; but if one has been
raised through the Spirit from death
in sin to life in the rightcousness of
Christ, then all things, created and un-
created, be they wvisible or invisible,
afford some glimpse of the eternal
majesty of him who has redeemed our
lives from destruction. "T'his being so,
we shall not be able to comply with the
wishes of those who desire us to confine
ourselves to internal expervimental
things, but shall perforce, when moved
to do so, notice the hand of our God
as it brings about events that are from
day to day transpiring in the history
of the world in which we live as men.
To be able to view the outside world in
the light of the inside Word is a talent
we shall not bury in the earth, but shall
put’it to usury that it may, under God,
bring much gain to the warning of his
people from danger, thus saving them
from error, and glorifying the name of
himi in whom we have been brought
graciously to believe and trust. It is
dangerous just to be alive, and more
are the perils unseen in the midst of
which we continually pass our lives
than those dangers of which we are
aware. And the times grow every day
more perilous. For men of faith, the
times are not such as encourage stabil-
ity and we see a great deal of laxness
on every side: looseness in morals, n
government and in religion. Within
the ranks of Old School Baptists there

increasingly grows a disposition to
relegate sound doetrine to the back-
ground and to indulge in smooth things
that lull the conscience into false secur-
ity and case. Hxperimental preaching
is all right, and has its proper place in
the edification of the saints, but if the
doctrine in all its eclements be not
upheld clearly and boldly, how shall we
know where we stand, and how shall
the churches of the saints be established
and rooted and grounded in the truth?
If the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle?
How shall one know what is piped or
harped when the tune is not clear and
distinet? No wonder the Savior asked
the question: When the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith in the carth?
These are indeed times of deep heart-
searching fov the servants of the true
God, and we should increasingly ask
ourselves the question whether we are
preaching the truth as we conscienti-
ously believe it to be the truth, or are
we secking to please simply our breth-
ren and our congregations?  When
setting forth the experimental coming
of the Lord in the present-day experi-
ence of the saints, we should not give
the impression that there is no coming
of the Tord except this experimental
one. There’is to be in the future, and
it may be much nearer than we think,
a personal coming of the Lord from
heaven, when he himself shall descend
with a shout to raise first his people
who have died in him, following that
there shall be the great change from
mortality to immortality of those be-
licving ones who are alive here on’ the
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earth at the time of his coming, and
these shall be caught up with the risen
ones to meet the I.ord in the air, and
so forever to be with the Tord. After
this, whether immediately or after an
intervening period of time, God knows,
there shall be the resurrection of the
wicked dead who shall hear from the
great Judge the pronuneciation of their
Just doom, shall acknowledge its justice
and shall go away into everlasting
~ punishment. We hear it sometimes
said that there is no future judgment
day. 'This is not wholly true and so
stated, is confusing. So far as the re-
deemed of the Lord are concerned,
there is certainly no future day of
Judgment. The judgment - day for
God’s elect was when Jesus died upon
the cross, at which time the whole just
penalty of their sins was visited upon
the Son of God and at which time he
finished the work of salvation for his
people, wholly completed the work of
atonement and of justification. Thus,
these saved shall never again come into
condemnation. When the future resur-
rection of these shall take place, it shall
not be a resurrection to judgment, but
unto eternal glory at the right hand of
God. However, for those who are not
saved in the blood of the T.amb, not
redecemed by the finished and perfect
work of Jesus, there shall be a resurrec-
tion in the future to judgment and to
condemmnation, to shame and everlasting
contempt. These two resurrections are
set forth by Jesus in John v. 28, 29; by
Paul in Acts xxiv. 15; and by John in
the Revelation xx. 12-15. To present
these Scriptures and other kindred

texts as having been or as being ful-
filled in the gospel experience of the
subjects of grace, is to wrest the words
from their true significance. The
fathers before us would not have agreed
to any such experimental interpreta-
tion of these passages, and the Siens
will not agree to any .such now. It is
not our purpose to quarrel with those
who differ with us, nor to seek to con-
vert any one to our views, but we shall
contend for the things we believe and
shall desire to not fear to do so. Asan
usnal thing, we believe it is the ten-
deney of those young in the ministry to
experimentalize the Secriptures and to
lose sight of the literal meaning of the
Bible. ¥For ourself, we know that when
we were young in this work, we were
strongly inclined to bring all Scripture
into the present gospel experience of
the saints. Of late years, we have
realized more that this cannot right-
fully be done yvithout violating the
sense of many Scriptures. There ave
things ahead for the people of God
which we have not yet attained to, such
as the resurrection of the body at the
future appearing of the Iord himself
from heaven, which cannot rightfully
be interpreted as pertaining to our
experience at the present time. Inthose
days of our early ministry, there were
those of our good brethren who under-
stood us to virtually deny the resurrec-
tion of the dead. Such was far from
our mind, and we have always regretted
that any brethren should ever have had.
suich an opinion of us. The Scriptures
surely teach that there is to be in the
future a changing of our vile body.
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We understand the vile body not to be
the church, but this vile body in which
we now sojourn and which is under
sentence of death at the present time
but destined to be raised a spiritual
body at his coming. Unto this adop-
tion we are hastening, this is what we
are waiting for; and the Spirit of this
adoption we now have. It is by the
Spirit of adoption we claim our divine
relationship with God through his Son,
but the adoption itself is reserved unto
the future when the whole family of
God raised from the dead shall dwell
with God in his kingdom. Brethren,
pray for us that we may be kept in the
strait and narrow path, not ashamed of
the truth before men or angels. May
the blessings of God, temporally and
spiritually, in grace and in providence,
vest with all who love his appearing,
unto whose coming we ave hastening,
at which time we shall see him as he is
and be like him. 'The grace of our
TLord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen. H. H. 1.

Wz request our subscribers when
sending in subscriptions or changes of
address to be sure and give the ewacl
name and address to which the paper is
now coming; otherwise we are liable to
give the credit to the wrong person, as
we may have two subscribers of the
same surname at the one post office.

Also, when remitting for your sub-
seription, see that the date opposite
your name on -the little pink slip is
changed, for if not changed you have
not been given your proper credit, in
which case notify us immediately and
we will attend to it.

LUKE X. 19, 20.

“BenoLD, I give unto you power to tread on ser-
pents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Notwithstanding, in this rejoice mnot, that the
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice,
because your names are written in heaven.”

This subject contains strong and
deep matter, and we hope to be given
understanding to write the truth of
God as it is implied in the Secripturc
referred to. Jesus spake this to his dis-
ciples, testifying of the power he gave
them by which they could tread on ser-
pents and scorpions and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing could
by any means hurt them. We first
would note the definition of the words
“serpent” and ‘‘scorpion.” Serpent:
A reptile of the order Ophidia, with a
very long body without feet, and
moving by contractions and undula-
tions of the body; a subtile, treacherous
person. Scorpion: An individual of
the genus Scorpio; furnished ith
lobster-like claws and armed with a
poisonous sting in the tail; a painful
scourge. As we are considering the
definition given by Webster, we must -
consider the power of God in the crea-
tion, by which, as reptiles, they arc
poison to human flesh, and we are given
in our personal nature the horror of the
venom they contain. We also believe
there is nothing impossible with God,
but it has not pleased him to create us
as creatures to be immune from the
poison of serpents and scorpions that
we might tread on them and they have
no way to protect themselves, but if it
was according to his will he ecould.
Webster gives one definition of a ser-
pent, “a subtile, treacherous person;”
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and one of scorpion, “a painful
scourge.” We will now leave the natu-
ral side of the subject as God created
it both in the serpent and scorpion and
also in man. As we are given to behold
what is in man, do we not see subtility
and treachery in the flesh? And the
humility which seems to have laid hold
upon us has brought us to a helpless
condition and the venom of both ser-
pent and scorpion is grinding out our
lives, and we have no way of escape,
which brings us to the realization that
the painful scourge, by which every
one thus afflicted is made to cry out,
“I am unclean,” or, “Behold, T am
vile,” and implores the One having all
power to have mercy: Save, or I perish.
He that is full of tender compassion
and love shines forth into the heart of
the poor sinner and causes him to see
himself, and works in him both to will
and to do of his good pleasure. We
feel he is far off, but he reveals himself
as near, and a present help, a deliverer,
then the power to tread on the serpent
and scorpion is felt, and the poor af-
flicted ones are made whole, strength
is given that they stand on their fect
shod with the truth of the gospel, which
is the power of God unto salvation to
them that believe. Then they can tread
on serpents and scorpions and realize
that nothing shall by any means hurt
them because of his presence.

Now we come to the rejoicing.
Jesus said, “Notwithstanding, in this
rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because
your names are written in heaven.” So
the poor sinner is made to rejoice in

Christ Jesus and have no confidence in
the flesh. If we rejoice because we have
seemingly achieved in having our as-
pirations satisfied, and see ourselves
above the obstacles that appeared in our
way, we are not rejoicing that our
names are written in heaven. When
we realize this was given unto us we
have nothing whereof to boast, and can
say that salvation is of the Lord. We
remember all the way which the Lord
has led us, and his power manifested
in raising us up and establishing our
goings, that nothing shall by any means
hurt us. Not a weapon that is formed
against us shall prosper, and we feel
we do not have to call your attention:
to these things and teach you that you
should know them, but they are known
and realized, by which we are made to
hope in his mercy, and say, Bless the
Lord, O my soul, all that is within me
bless his holy name. In the conclusion
of our text Jesus said, “But rather
rejoice, because your names are written
in heaven.” Now we take the keynote
of all the rejoicing of the child of God,
it is because their names are written
within the book of life of the Tamb
slain from the foundation of the world.
(Rev. xiii. 8.) This virtue gives under-
standing in election, predestination and
foreordination of God, and this pre-
cious doctrine is never too strong, be-
cause it is the arm of God that has
given us that inheritance and preserved
it unto us, and us to it, by which we,
shall come in as the blessed of God and
hear that glorious proclamation of
Jesus: Come in, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared




16

SIGNS OF THRE

TIMES.

for you from the foundation of the
world, and all the virtues and realiza-
tion that we witness come unto us be-
cause our names are written in heaven,
and there is no power that can reach
forth and partake of the tree of life, for
if they could, then men would deal it
out to the destruction of some and the
fullness of others. Jesus came, as it
was written of him in the volume of the
book, to do his Father’s will, and the
apostles give to us as the witnesses of
God and Christ Jesus, that Jesus de-
clared the work finished which his
Father gave him to do. Jesus testified
of his going away and that he would
send the Comforter. We trust that we
have felt the presence of that Com-
forter manifest to us, and we behold
our Lord high and lifted up, and are
drawn unto him. Realizing this draw-
ing, we rehearse the language of the
poet,

“The steps that I take, and the station I fill,
My Father determined and wrote in his will,”

Which record is in heaven. As we are
led through this life’s pilgrimage we are
made to realize the power and strength
of the Lord Jehovah as he keeps us
from the evil of this prescot evil world,
and all the poison and destruction of
men are swept away and we are carried
over them so we can say of a truth, It
is in him we live, and move, and have
our being. We fear and quake and
tremble that perhape we should be mis-
taken in the whole matter and alter we
have testified of these things we should
become a castaway. We feel assured
the child of grace is kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation,

ready to be revealed in the last time.
Oh what a glorious change, and what a
great salvation, all coming tc us be-
cause our names are writlen in heaven.
Dear reader, if these things be in us
we arc neither barren nor unfruitful,

e made to re-
joice because our names are written m
heaven. How can we go about trying
to walk over his little ones and manifest
that subtle, treacherous disposition?
If we are given over to that spirit we
will be made to realize their triumph
over us and ourselves crushed; and if
we set up ourselves to be one to inflict
the painful scourge we ourselves will
receive the scourging, but if we go on
without chastisement, then we are as-
sured we are bastards and not sons, and
are cast out by the word of truth as the
children of wrath. Our heart’s desire
is that we may be kept as the apple of
his eye and from cvery evil way deliv-
ered.

We realize that with this issue begins
another new volume of the dear SieNs
or THE TiMes, being volume ninety-
nine, and as we reflect upon the histori-
cal part of its life, and how it comes to
us every month, we have a very beauti-
ful picture. Our dear editor, and his
associates, with publishers and sub-
scribers, all in one glorious group, have
been kept, directed and filled with
praise to God because he has written
their names in heaven, and we also
realize the wonderful love and power
manifested to those who have preceded
us and gone to their reward. We are
glad in the Lord to think of the sacred
truth the Siens or THE T1MES contends

1 ' T R L O
DUt we pedr i i ar
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for, and, brcthren, our praycr to God
is that all thosc who arc in the group
above described may fecl to grect the
great causc which the SieNs represents.
May our lives be spent in such a way
that wec may be supporting it by our
writings and comforting one another,
rcjoicing with cach other in the hope
of our names being written in heaven.
In these things we grect you, and may
the God of all gracc be our guide and
give us grace to know and do his will.

C. W. V.

CIRCULAR LETTERS.

(Written by Elder H. C. Ker.)
The Salisbury Old School Baptist As-
sociation, in session with the Ior-
est. Grove Church, to the scoveral
churches, mectings and associations
with which we correspond, sendeth
greetings and love in the Lord.
Brrovep BrRETHREN:—As the time
approaches for another Circular Letter
we are wondering what subjcet might
be of intcrest as well as of importance.
Usually some point of doctrine is taken
up and discussed, showing how we, as
an association of churches, stand doc-
trinally, at other times the subject of
exhortation is largely dwelt upon, all
of which is good and profitable. There
are, however, many other vital matters
seldom brought to the attention of the
churches, and at this time wec shall
endeavor to present for the considera-
tion of the churches composing the
Salisbury Association, as well as those
of our correspondence, some facts con-
cerning church independence or sover-
eignty. - Many things pertaining to

church order are cmbodied in this sub-
ject; such things as are seldom treated
upon, cither from the pulpit or through
the press. Many erroncous ideas exist
along such lines because these subjects
are neglected. Some seem to feel that
doctrine is sufficient at all times, while
others think exhortationis more nceded;
still others fecl that experience covers
the whole ground. Kach is good in its
place and should not be neglected, but
church independence and church order
should at least havce their respective
places, both in preaching and writing,
and for this causc we have chosen this
subject for discussion by way of a
Circular Letter. Therc is an idea with
some of our people that churches organ-
ized into an association form such union
that the affairs of one church become
the affairs of the other churches, hence
cfforts have been made, at times, to
bring the troubles of some church into
an association, when convened, that
settlement be made. Such procedurc
is entirely out of order and should not
be tolerated at all. Every organized
church of Old School Baptists is an
independent body, sovereign in- all her
acts, without suggestion or interference
by another church or an individual
member of another church. If we
recognize a church as in gospel order
and fellowship such church, her acts
entire must be respected, cven though
at times there be a fecling of difference
in judgment regarding this or that
action. In the call of a pastor, reccp-
tion or exclusion of members, none
except the members of such churches
can rightfully vote. Visiting members
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of other churches arve at times invited
to vote on such matters, but it is unwise
to accept such invitation at any time.
Declining to take part in such matters
often avoids embarrassment and con-
fusion in days to come. Fach church
is qualified to attend to her own busi-
ness, hence should not only be allowed
but expected to do so. The adminis-
tration of the ordinances of each church
devolves upon its pastor and it is a
mark of disrespect for a visiting min-
ister to administer them, unless present
by invitation of the church and pastor
at such times. In such ecase it is
perfectly right to do so. No one has
right to suggest or request a thing of
a church, or any member of a church,
of which he is not the pastor or a
member, especially so when he knows
that what he would have done would
not be mdorsed by the pastor and
deacons. Such course is an insult to
the church and pastor. Fvery church
is iIndependent to act as she deems wise
and best for her peace and prosperity.
On the other hand, no member of an
Old School Baptist Church, whether
pastor, deacon, clerk or trustee, has
right to act in any sense, in the name
of the church except such an one be
authorized by the action of the church
of his membership. Too much is taken
for granted at times and we overstep
our bounds. One of the wisest things
in this life, and especially in the church,
is not to be busybodies in other men’s
matters. It is well for each church to
attend to her own business, which is her
right, and let the business of other
churches of the same association alone.

We have often thought that interfer-
ence, suggestions and requests of
churches have come about because of a
lack of knowledge of church order and
church independence. We therefore

think such subjects should from time
£

to time be brought to the attention of
each association of churches.

To substantiate our conclusion of
church independence we call attention
to the seven churches of Asia. KFach
church was independent of the others
and the message sent divectly to the
angel, or pastor, of the respective
churches. Commendation or condem-
nation, as the case requirved, was pro-
nounced first upon the pastor of each
chureh, then upon the church. It also
seems that each angel, or pastor, was
held responsible for the conduct of the
church of which he was pastor. No
other interfering in any sense, nor was
any thing required of another. Our
Association is well indoctrinated and
nothing but gospel truth would be tol-
erated in onr pulpits, and we hope that
some of us may become better ac-
quainted with church independence and
order. The independence of each
church is no barrier to fellowship, inter-
est and good will, but rather a safe-
guard against discord and confusion.
Once the lack of regard for the sover-
eignty of a church and trouble begins.
No man can rightfully lord it over the
church of God, it is a fatal step to any
one who undertakes it, and sooner or
later will make shipwreck of him. It
is much more commendable to provoke
one another to love and good works
than to anger and dispute. Every man
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has right to his own opinion, but no
man has right to exercise his opinion to
the hurt and insult of a church or
brother.

In conclusion, let us who are in the
ministry remember the admonition of
Paul: “Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock, over the
- which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own
blood.” T.et us see to it that all things
are done decently and in order.

G. E. COULBOURN, Mod.

Jor~n H. Trurrt, Clerk.

Grorge F. Anxins, Ass’t Clerk.

e S o

(Written by Deacon John F. Oliver.)
The Virginia Corresponding Meeting,
in session with the New Valley
Church, Loudoun County, Virginia,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
October 15th, 16th and 17th, 1930,
to the churches composing the same,
and to the churches, meetings and
associations with which we corre-
spond, sends greetings in the Lord.
Drarrty Brroven Breruren:—We
want to tell you in the outset of writing
such a letter to our brethren of this
Corresponding Meeting, that we feel
too deficient to write anything that will
be edifying to the household of faith.
However, if the Lord will give us a pure
mind to write of the things of his king-
dom ‘we shall be made to rejoice to-
gether in the things of his holy kingdom.
While we are writing, we have a text
of Secripture in our mind to mention,
which reads as follows: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”—John iii. 16. “For
God so loved the world.” This declara-
tion does not mean that God so loved
the world of all mankind; but to the
contrary, only his eleet chosen in Christ
Jesus before the world began. God’s
love is from everlasting to everlasting,
man’s Jove in nature is not such, he may
love to-day and hate to-morrow. Jere-
miah xxxi. 8, states, “The Lord hath
appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea,
I have loved thee with an everlasting
love; therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee.” God loved his
people before they could love him. But
the question often arises in the trem-
bling child’s heart, which makes him
feel to say with the dear old poet,

*“Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Liord, or no?
Am I his, or am T not?

If I love, why am I thus?
Why this dull and lfeless frame?
Hardly, sure, can they be worse
‘Who have never heard his name.”

We will consider for a moment the
words, “Whosoever believeth in him.”
It is not so that the whole of the people
of this world believe in or on the Son
of God, for it is stated, “Ye are not of
the world, for the world loves its own.”
The manner of the love of God to his
elect is not to the world. One of the
inspired writers states, Behold what
manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us that we should be called
the sons of God. Therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him
not. “He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not
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is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.”-—John iii. 18.
‘We might call attention to the case of
Philip and the eunuch. 1t is stated, As
they journeved along the way, Philip
opened his mouth and preached unto
him Jesus, and as they went on their
way they came to a certain water, and
the eunuch said to Philip, See, here is
water, what doth hinder me to be bap-
tized? Aund Philip said to him, If thou
believeth with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And the eunuch answered,
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, and Philip baptized
him. Thus we see that believers are the
only subjects of baptism. Jesus told
his disciples, just after his resurrection
from the dead, Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature,
he that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved, and he that believeth not, shall
be damned. Here we have two char-
acters: he that believeth, and he that
believeth not, and we also see these two
characters set forth in Jacob and Xsau.
“Jacob have I loved, but ¥sau have 1
hated.” “Tor God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have cverlasting life.”
May we of this Corresponding Meet-
ing, with all the redeemed of the Lord,
ever sing that new song of Moses, the
servant of God and of the L.amb, say-
ing, Great and marvelous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty, just and
true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

The next session of this Correspond-
ing Meeting is appointed to he held,

the Tord willing, with the Frying Pan
Church, Fairfax County, Virginia, to
begin on Wednesday after the second
Sunday in October, 1981, and to con-
tinue three days. We are glad to again
have the privilege of receiving your
messages and messengers and ministers
this year, and desire a continuance of
vour love and fellowship in the truth,
and hope that when next year’s session
comes we may again welcome you in
our midst. :
H. H. LEFFERTS, Mod.
G. C. Spinpix, Clerk.

OBITUARY NOTICES.

MRS. BERTHA PITTMAN LINDLEY passed
away from this earthly life Sunday afternoon, July
18th, 1980, at her home, in Havana, Kansas. We
do not call it “dying,” just falling “asleep” in
Jesus to awake to die no more. She was the wife
of P. M. Lindley, who is now left without her to
walk bHy his side. She was the daughter of the
late Tlder Tlioinas R. and Mary ¥, Pittman, and
was born February 27th, 1878. She was baptized
into the membership of the Old School Baptist
Churehr in 1905, by Hlder Nathan Reeder, She
united with the church in much fear and trem-
bling, in much meekness and humility, but gavc
satisfactory proof that she had been at the feet
of Jesus and had learned of him. Her health
began to fail about the first of February, and she
grew gradually weaker until the 7th of June, when
she became confined to her bed. She did not have
much pain, but was very wealk, said she felt tired
all the time. Her trouble was called pernicious
malaria, All that doctors, nurses and loved ones
could do for her was done, but all in vain. The
T.ord had called her home, and human hands and
hearts could not detain her here. She left no
children. -Besides her husband and her mother,
our sister Pittman, she is survived by two sisters
and two brothers: Mrs. L. E. Hunt, of Havana,
Kansas, Mrs. 8. . Barr, of Kaney, Kansas, F. J. '
Pittman, of HMavana, Kansas, and 1. 3. Pittman,
of HMoward, Kansas. Then there are six nephews
and five nieces, all of whom dearly loved “Auntie”
and all of whom were present at the funeral, ex-
cept one niece in New Haven, Conn. Sister Pitt-
man, her mother, writes of sister Lindley as
follows: “Not cnly the immediate neighborhood,
but for miles around, the whole community was
in mourning. She was always doing something
kind where she was most needed. By being
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always thoughtful of others, she won the respect| unto you was always a comfort to him. Xe was
and love of all who knew her, and wag a great| made to partake in the suffering of Christ. The

consolation to gur own family. Our loss is great,
but her gain is greater, she is free from all trouble
and is resting eternally. May we be still and know
that he is God.”

Her funeral was conducted in the Methodist
house by the Methodist pastor, also by Elder J.
M. Preston, of the Qld School Baptist Church,
Tola, Kansas. She was laid to rest in the cemetery
at Havana, Kangas, amid a profusion of flowers
and a host of sympathizing friends. Sister Lind-
léy was not known personally to the writer of this
notice, but this notice has been prepared by re-
quest on information furnished by sister Dlittman.

H. H. L.
B

JOSEPH BUCKWALTER, our brother, was born
July 19th, 1841, and died December 4th, 1930, in
his 90th year. His early life was spent in West
Virginia, where he was born. In his twenty-third
year he came to Ohio on a visit, riding the dis-
tance on a colt. Returning to West Virginia, he
remained there until the year 1872, when he and
two other men drove through Ohio in a wagon,
and settled near Xenia, Green County, Ohio. May
26th, 1874, he was united in marriage to Hsther
Jane Keiter, in this neighborhood, wherc they
lived a happy and prosperous life, and where five
children were born, namely, James K. Mary J.,
George W., Franklin M. and <Clara Elizabeth.
His wife preceded him in death four years, and
the eldest daughter three years. None of the
children ever married, and all remained at home
and worked together and took care of their par-

- ents. Now the father is taken and his place is
vacant, but they all realize their loss is his gain.
It was our brother's one wish to be taken home.
He was stricken withh paralysis of the heart and
only lived two hours, as a sheaf of wheat fully
ripened, called to his reward. In the spring of
1887 Dbrother Buckwalter was given a hope in
Christ, and upon the relation of his experience to
the 0ld School Predestinarian Baptist Church he
was received, and baptized in their fellowship by
Elder Levi L. Bavis on the fourth Sunday in July,
1887. All his Iife he Iived the profession the l.ord
had given him. He was well established in the
doetrine of the Bihle, uncompromising in the won-
derful works of 'God, his absolute decrees and
election. Salvation by grace, not of works, was
one of his dearest thoughts. He wag heard to
sing, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,” just
two days before he died. Another mark very
noticeable in our brother was his love for his
brethren, and his home was always open for their
accommodation. Every day, all the time, he was
always the same, manifesting to us he had been
born of that incorruptible seed that liveth and

- abideth forever, and by revelation he was taught
that all flesh is as grass that withereth away, also
that the word of Clod liveth and abideth forever,
and this word whieh by the gospel is preached

light of the knowledge of the glory of God had
shined in his heart, and he was often made to
exclaim, Oh wretched man that T am! O God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Our brother had made
arrangements for his funeral, and had marked the
fourteenth chapter of John for me to use at that
time. According to arrangcements, I wag called,
and spoke as the Lord gave me, to a large con-
gregation of relatives and friends. With great
sorrow. we laid him to rest, with the full assur-
ance that he will icar the Savior’s voice and come
forth, see him as he is and he like him and be
satisfied. May the TLord bless the family and
the brethren, reconcils us all, and chable us to say,
Thy will be done.

GEORGE I. WEAVER.

R -

DEACON 0. 8. CROKER, of Hiram,
subject of this notice, was born in Paulding
County, Georgia, February 16th, 1871, where he
was reared with no special educational advantages,
yelt his acqguwired abilitics, combined with sound
judgment and practical directness of thought,
made him prominent and useful as a neighbor and
citizen, He was o man of great candor and a
firm friend; was stable and unyielding in his re-
ligious persuasions, holding the mystery of the
faith in a pure conscience. He was content to
bhelieve that God is a sovereign in the fullest
sense, and that foreknowledge and predestination
arc inseparable and extend to all things, but not
to the exclusion of man’s accountability, and God’s
hatred of sin and his just ponishment of the
same. My acquaintance with him from childhood,
together with our intimate relation in matters
velative to the cause of our Lord and Master, make
it eminently befitting that we dedicate space to
his memory. As a man he possessed an unbleni-
ished character; he was plain and mnassuming.
As a Baptist his life was very characteristic of
a child of God, and as a Deacon he purchased to
himself a good degres and great bholdness in the
faith, and was very noticeable of the duties of
that office. He was married to Miss Florida Pool
December 24th, 1893, and to them six children
were horn: Mrs., I G. Jones, Miss Clara Croker,
Mrs. W. A. Wright, Mrs. L. M. McTyre, Mrs. T.
. Bullard and Sam W. Croker. Five hrothers, B.
M, I 1, W. &, S. H., J. B, and one sister, Mrs.
Mary Babb, survive him. Fe was appointed post-
master at THiram, Ga., April, 1892, and served
sixteen vears; then served as rural malil carrier
twelve vears, retiring September 10th, 1930, on
account of i1l health. Iis children removed him
to Atlanta, that he might have the Dbest inedical
attention and the advantage of a frained nurse.
Never did children show more affection toward a
father, or manifest greater interest for his recov-
ery. September 3rd, 1922, he and his wife were
baptized into the fellowship of New Harmony
Churel by Blder I G Nitehelll ITe was a Lol

Feorgia, the
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ful member, never missing but three meetings in|
eight years. That was on account of his last
sickness. His home was a home for the Baptists, |
and his many friends were always welcome there, '
and treated so kindly that his memory will ever
be cherished by all who passed his way. He was
one whose path grew brighter and brighter unto
the perfect day. His last fecble step was taken
in the path of the lone Galieon, whose rod and
staff comforted him through the dark valley and
shadow of death. Several days before his death
he sent for Elder J. C. Hewatt, and sald to him,
I know I have but a few days here. I am not
fearing death; I am not exeited; I want you to
talk at my grave, and not overdraw nor unduly
culogize upon my life. Have the hymns “Mixtures
of joy and sorrow,” and “I would not live ahways,”

sung. I do not wanl any to grieve at my passing.
I know that my Redeemer liveth and has been

with me in the furnace of afiietion, is with me
in the sixth trouble, and will not forsake me in
the seventh. Leaning upon those precious prom-
ises, T fondly cherish the hope that I shall meet
my loved ones beyond thesc mortal shores, where
we shall enter into the fullness of joy, ever to be
with the Lord.

May God’s royal presence overshadow the home
of the bercaved companion; go with her through
lite; be with her in the supreme hour of death:
and bear her across the dark stream to the peace-
ful port where sad partings can never more come;
and may the Holy Spirit lead her children to the
Rock that is higher than I, and give them grace
whereby they can serve God with' that reverence
and godly fear that was so characteristic in the:
lite of their father. Dear children, I feel that if
vou emulate his life it will hbe the highest tribute
you can pay to his memory.

He was buried at New Harmony Church,
Paulding Countly, Georgia, October 14th, 1930,
where Elders J. C. Hewatt, Gwinett County, I—I!
0. Nash and David Smith, Atlanta, and J. T.,
Daily, Paulding County, made very abpropriate
talks to o large and attentive congregation.

I hereby tender my kindest regards to the sor-
rowing ones.

W. A. HARRIS.

A. H. DYKES was born in Grundy County,
"Tennessee, March 6th, 1867, and departed this life
September 9th, 1930, making his journey here 63
years, 6 months and 38 days. He was the oldest
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sarah :Gross Dykes, and was
at the home of his son Claude, at Lefors, Texas. at
the time of his death. He was buried at Claren-
don, Texas. He wmoved -with his parents to
Dripping Springs, Texas, in the year 1883,  In
1891 he was married to Miss Rosie Patton, and to
that union were horn two girls and three boys, all
of whom, with their mother, survive, except the
oldest son, who passed away at the age of ten
years. Albert and his wife united with Mt. Olive
Chureh the fourth Sunday in July, 1895, under

moderatorship of the late R. M. Pate. Here they
remained faithful until some vyears latér- they
moved to Hardeman County. There they put their
letters in the church of the same faith and order
at Chillicothe, Texas. He was always in his place
at meeting and contributed his part at all times,
and had been a subscriber to the SigNs for thirty-
five years. One time he finished rcading an article
written by Elder F. A. Chick, and said, That is
worth the price of the paper. Besides his family,
Albert leaves a father, ninety-one years of age, six
sisters and two brothers. How we miss him; but
not as much as his widow and children.” Weep
not, dear sister and children, he is just gone ‘on
before. Just think, he is at rest for evermore.
Try and live as he did, and ask the good Lord to
guide you to that home above, where all is love.
May it pleasc the Lord to guard, guide and direct
us all in the right way, is my prayer for Jesus’
sake. Amen.

‘Wrilten by his sister,

(MRS.) W. L. HAWK.
et AR — e

sSister SARAH GRACE SQUIRE departed this
life June 6th, 1930, at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Abner Leonard, at Otego, N. Y. where she had

been cared for in her declining years for over
four years, being confined to her bed for three

vears from the infirmities of age. She was born
at Roxbury, N. Y., May 12th, 1842, one of a family
of nine children. FHer parents were Daniel and
Phoebe (Jenking) Sqguire. ‘She married Aaron R.
Squire in November, 1866; he passed away twenty
years ago. To them were horn two sonsg: TFred
A. and D. Ward Squire, hoth of Otego, N. Y. She -
is also survived by a step-son: William Squire, of
Binghamton, N. Y, and a grandson: Maynard, of
Otego, N, Y., algo three sisters: Mrs. D. S. Dort,
of Milford, Conn.,, Mrs. Frank Childs, of Hast
Windsoy, and Mrs, Will Phelps, of Afton, one
nephew: Ray Ayres, of Otego, and one niece: Mrs.
David Greene, of Milford, Conn. Sister Squire
had been a consistent and loved imember of the
Otego Old School Baptist Church, at Otego, N, Y.,
for over fifty-eight years, lhaving been baptized
by Wlder S. H. Durand March 3rd, 1872. Brother
and sister Squire’s home was a home for Old
School Baptists for many years. It was a pleas-
ure for them to entertain the mbrethren. Sister
Squire loved to hear singing, and when any of
the friends and brethren came to vigit her in the
last years of her life she would ask them to sing
for her.

Funeral services were held June 9th at the 'home
where she died, conducted by her pastor, Elder
D. M. Vail, who spoke words of comfort. He also
read hymns 20 and 1294, favorites of sister Scuire.
Burial was beside her husband, in XEvergreen
Cemetery, Otego, N, Y.

‘Written by request. ] ) .
ROSE 7. LEONARD. .
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JOHN H. HASBROUCK died at the Kingston
City Hospital November 1st, 1930, after an illness
lasting less than a week. He was born in Jeffer-
son, Michigan, January 4th, 1857, and December
1st, 1885, he was married to Orra A. Swartout.
In 1889 they moved fo Shokan, N. Y., where they
lived until 1913, when they moved to Kingston,
N. ¥. He is survived by his wife, sister Ias-
brouck, whose Lome is in Kingston, N. Y., also
by Miss Sadie Van-Tassel and Miss Fdna Elmen-
dorf, two relatives who lived in his home and
dearly loved him, and to whom he was as a father.
He also leaves two brothers and several nephews
and nieces Who live in Michigan. Our departed
friend was not a member of the church, hut was
a faithful friend, ever delighting to entertain
those who love the truth, and in doing whatever
he could for the welfare of the church. The
church in his death has lost a real friend, and as
such he will ‘be greatly missed. He had a low
opinion of himself, and did not want to deceive
the Dbrethren, but we believe he loved truth in the
inward parts, His sorrowing household miss him
sorely, especially his wife, whose sole comfort is
in her God.

Elder Arnold H. Bellows and the writer both
attended the funeral, where we tried to comfort
our precious friends in their great loss. Interment
was in the Mount Tremper Cemetery.

His wife, sister Hasbrouck, desires to thank
all those dear brethren and friends who so kindly
remembered her in this sad affiction with letters
of sympathy and words of comfort, as it will be
impossible for her to reply personally to all of
them. G. R.

MEMORIALS.

‘WHEREAS, it has pleased our heavenly Father to
remove from us by death our beloved brother,
ELDER L. H. HARDY, and

‘WHEREAS, he was for many years held by us in
affection and esteem, and was a regular visitor
at our annual sessions, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that we do hereby testify of our sorrow
at his departure, and are assured he has entered
into rest and into the reward of his faithful labors,
for he was sound and able in doctrine and fearless
in his defense of the truth. Further be it

RESOLVED, that this memorial be spread upon our
Minutes, and a copy sent for publication to the
SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

H. H. LEFFERTS, Moderator,

G. C. SpinpLE, Clerk.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HELP SEND THE
“SIGNS» TO THE POOR OF THE
FLOCK AND TO AID THE ¢ SIGNS.”

. Blder 8. L. Moran, Va. $1; Mrs. Maria Rees,
Ky, 85; Mrs., Ida L. Reilly, N. Y., $1: John ¥,
Qliver, Va., $1; Hubbell Brothers, N, Y., $S; J. I

Jones, Ga., $1; “A friend , Mich,, $3; R. R. Peters,
Cal, $1; T. L. Disharcon, Pa., $1; Joseph F. Hall,
Maine., $8; Miss . Annie Parker. Md., $3; Mrs.
J. 8. Moore, Ala, $3; W. I Bryan, Ky, $1: “A
friend,” Ore., $5; G. C. Jordan, Mo., $3; “A friend,”
Canada, $1; Mrs. Mary A. Faulkner, N. Y. 25
conts; Mrs. Bertha C. Richardson, Va., $2; . H.
Richardson, Iowa, $6; Sarah A, McColl, Ontario,
$3; Mrs. M. E. Drake, N. J., $1; Mrs. Brittie
Caudle, Okla., $1; Mrs. George W. Robinson, Md.,
$1; W. T. Hughett, T, $8; Mrs. 8. L. Enoch, Kan.,
$3; Mrs. J. A McTaggart, Ontario, $2; J. K. Buck-
walter, Ohio, $1; Xate R. Forbes, Kan., $1; Mrs.
Mary Duffus, B. C., $3: Hewitt Osborn, N. Y., $6;
M. A. Chancy, Tex., $1; Hannalh . Danks, Cal., $1.

MEETINGS.
B ENELZ K
OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH.,

[9:]

H R

NEW YORK CITY.
Meetings every Sauday at 168 HKast
70:h Street, Manhattan.
Avenue, _

15:00 A. M. 2:6¢0 | M.

To all who are seeking the truth, a cor- -
dial invitation is extended to meet with

Near Lexington

as.

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH,

1315 Columbia Avenue
(Park Avenue Hall)
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Meeting First and Third Sundays
At 10:30 AL M.

ALL WELCOME

The Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church of Balti-
more, Md., meets every Sunday at 11 a. m. in the
meetinghouse, 210 E. Madison $t., near Calvert St.
Aun invitation is extended to all who desire to meet
; wilh us; &, 8, ROWE, Churck Clerk,
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OLIVE & HURLEY OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH
ASHOKAN, N. Y.

[es]

Meetings every first and third Sundays
10:30 a. m.

All who are seeking the truth are

2 p. m.

cordially invited.

Mét, Zion Church, Weslaco, Texas, invites all lovers
of the truth to meet with us on the fourth Sunday
each month, at High School Building,

1. B. AULT, Church Clerk,

Cedar Creek Church meets every fourth Sunday at
10:30 a. m., at the home of Dr, Thomas Stakley, 7029
59th Ave., S. E., Portland, Oregon. Take Mt. Scott
car at First and Alder Streots, get off at Tremont
Station and go one block west. Lunch afnoon.

8. B. MOFFITT, Pastor.

J. B. Sarieg, Clerk,

The Cane Run Predestinarian Old School Bap-
tist Church, of Turners Station, Kentucky, meets
every third Sunday, and Saturday before, of each
month, at 10:3¢ a. m., also, the Sulphur Ferk
Church of Campbellsburg, Kentucky, of the same
faith and order, meets cvery third Sunday, and
Saturday before, of each month, at 2:30 p. m.,

GEO. L. WEAVER, Pastor.

“FTEAST OF FAT THINGS.”

This pamphlet contains the following articles,

viz: First, “Minutes of the Proceedings and Reso-.

Iutions, Drafted by the Particular Baptists, con-
vened at Black Rock, Md., September 28, 1832, at
which time the division (“or split”) took place
between the Old School and the New School Bap-
tists. Sccond, The “Hverlasting Task for Armini-
ans.” By the late Elder Wm. Gadsby, of England,
Third, “A Dream-Tour Through the Arminian
Heaven,” By XElder H. M. Curry. Fourth,
“Tatalism.” By Elder ¥, M. Curry. Fifth, “The
Celestial Railroad.”” "This allegory, after the style
of “Bunyan’s Pilgrimvs Progress,” is written to
show what wonderful improvements have been
made since his day, in journeying to the “Celes-

tial City.” Please do not confound this with the
Avrmiian  poetical effusion of the same title.
Sixth, “A Riddle” By the late Hlder - Gilbert

Beebe. All the above six articles are bound in one
pamphlet of 12§ pages, in handsomely golored
paper covers, and cloth binding:

Cloth binding 75¢c each. Paper covers, single
copy 25 cents; b copies $1.00; 12 copies $2.00. All
to be ordered at one time, and all to the same
address.. Cash in all cases to accompany the
order. Address,

J. . BEEBE & CO,

Mwprurown, Orange Co.,, N. Y,

‘| inches,

SELF-PRONOUNCING BIBLE

These Bibles are printed on a good quality of
paper, in large, clear type, and contain Marginal
References, a complete system of helps, with a good
Concordance, and many other things which space
will not permit us to mention. Size of page 8§xb5}
Bound in French Seal Leather, with ex-
tended covers, red under gilt edge, The * Open
Flat” Binding on these Bibles is far superior to any
method of binding yet devised. Its many advan-
tages over all other Bible bindings will bo at once
apparvent. The Bible will lie open absolntely flat.
The back of the Bible will at all times retain its
shape. With this perfect binding the Bible will uot
break in the back. This is a Bible we know will
please our people. Price $4.50 each. Postage paid
by us. Apy person wishing one of these books can
gecure oue by sending us eight new yearly subscrip-
tions.

J. E, BEEBE & CO,,

MippLETOWN, Orange Co., N, Y.

HYMN BOOKS.

These books contain 800 pages and 1311 hymns
carefully selected by the late Elder Gilbert Beebe,
especially for use in the Old Sehool or Primitive
Baptist churches of America. Also an alphabetical
index of the first line of each hymn. Cloth binding.
Price, $1.25 each. One dozen or more, ordered at the
same time and all to the same address, one dollar
each. Cash must accompany orders, Make checks

and money orders payable to
J. E. BEEBE & CO,
MmppLerownN, N. Y,

PREDESTINATION.

This book of 140 pages coutains some of tho ablest
articles ever written on the subject.
Single copies
Six (6) copies
R. LESTER DODSON,
12 Addison Avouue, Rutherford, N. J.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND LATER WRITINGS
oF
SILAS H. DURAND
Price $2.00 )
Send orders to MILDRED DURAND GorDY, 1929
Lorraine Place, Anu Arbor, Mich.
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DEVOTED TO THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CAUSE.

“THE SWORD OF THE LORD AND OF GIDEON.

VOL. 99.

MIDDLETOWN, N. Y., FEBRUARY, 1931.

NO, 2,

CORRESPONDENCE.

Prrry, Kansas, Nov. 28, 1930.

Dxzar Breraren:—My subscription
is past due and I wish to renew, so will
write a few lines and submit them to
you for you to dispose of as you see
fit. I have enjoyed some pleasant re-
flections upon the following Scripturec:
“That the purpose of God, according
to election, might stand, not of works,
but of him that calleth.” These words
can be found in the eleventh verse of
the ninth chapter of Romans, and they
are spoken in connection with that
which was spoken concerning the birth
of Jacob and Esau. It is indeed inter-
esting and encouraging to turn through
the pages of Holy Writ and note the
determination of God to show his wrath
and make his power known, that he
endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction
that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy
which he had afore prepared unto
glory. In no case has his purpose

according to election ever failed. Al-
though it entails suffering to humanity,
bonds and afffiction to the righteous and
destruction to the wicked, the end of
every conquest is triumph for the Lord.
“I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriously: the horse and his
rider hath he thrown into the sea. The
Lord is my strength and song, and he
is become my salvation: he is my God,
and I will prepare him an habitation;
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is
his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his
host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen
captains also are drowned in the Red
sea. * ¥ * * Thou in thy mercy hast
led forth the people which thou hast
redeemed: thou hast guided them in
thy strength unto thy holy habitation.”
It is a noteworthy fact that God has
many times brought into existence the
works of wicked men and devils in the
execution of his righteous purposes.
The Lord hath made all things for
himself, even the wicked for the day of
evil. The two classes, the righteous
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and the wicked, have always been upon
the earth, not by any accident or mis-
carriage of God’s purpose, not merely
by man’s own prerogative, but because
God willed that it should be even so.
Thus in the early records of time he
begins to manifest his purpose accord-
ing to election. How could the great
lesson derived from the first offering
recorded in the Scripture have been
learned had not Cain, who was of that
wicked one, brought an offering unto
the Lord of the fruits of the ground?
Cain “was a tiller of the ground and
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and it came
to pass in the process of time that Abel
also brought an offering unto the Lord
of the firstling of the flock. This was
pronounced a more excellent offering
than Cain’s, and the Lord had respect
unto Abel and his offering, but wunto
Cain and his offering God had not
respect. The lesson dervived is this:
Cain’s offering represents his own toil
(works), while the firstling of the flock
must represent Jesus, the first-born
from the dead, the first-born among
many brethren. Ienee our works, no
matter how devout or sincere, can never
serve as an acceptable offering to God.
We can come pleading only the name
and the shed blood of Jesus, our sin-
bearer. “We'll point to thy redeem-
ing blood, and say, Behold the way to
God.” Not of works, but of him that
calleth. It is evident that the Lord had
use for an evil nation in Egypt that
“his purpose according to election might
be verified, that he might show his
power in Pharaoh. Otherwise how
“should those gracious words have been

spoken to his people: Stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which I
will show to you to-day? 'Thus the
Lord saved Tsrael that day out of the
hand of the FEgyptians. But how
could this beautiful story have been
told had not the Lord hardened the
hearts of the Kgyptians that they
should pursue Israel? All the evil
entreaties, all the afflictions which
Israel bore, were measured to them
generations before they were brought
to pass; but it is written, As I have
purposed so shall it stand, and as I
have thought so shall it come to pass.
The wrath of the evil taskmasters was
vented upon them, but not one stroke
did they vreceive which would not
terminate in the glory of God and the
good of his chosen people. What saith
the Seripture unto Pharaoh? FEven for
this same purpose have I raised thee up,
that I might show my power in thee,
and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth. Why should
any one close their eyes to the fact that
God controls the evil as well as the
good? 'Their goings forth are pre-
dicted and restricted so that all things
must work together for good to them
that love him, to them who are the
called according to his purpose. His
purpose according to eleetion is pre-
eminent in every transaction. To save
his people from their sins was his eter-
nal purpose; to show his power over the
wicked and his grace to his elect in his
own divine right. To save and to de-
stroy is his own prerogative. How
could the beautiful story of Noah have
been written had not every imagination
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of the thoughts of the hearts of the
people become only evil continually?
How should the Lord have destroyed
the earth with a flood and saved Noah,
the eighth person, and his family?
Noah found favor with God, unmerited
favor, which means grace. It must
touch the heart of every child of grace
to know this is but a correct figure of
~ the church of God. It is a case where
he is making his power known, endued
with much longsuffering, and also
making known the riches of his glory
on the vessels' of mercy. His Spirit
shall not always strive with man, and
it is good that it is even so. Noah, the
eighth person. Besides him there were
seven, which means a full number.
Every one of his family was there with
Noah, the eighth person, the head of
the family. The same grace which was
so bountifully bestowed upon him ex-
tended to every member of his little
family. Thus when we look for the
antitype we see the church, the whole
family of God, with Christ our adora-
ble head; not a single one is left to
perish with the wicked. Ts it anyv
wonder his saints say,

“If T must sing, I'll sing of grace,
Which raised me from the fall,
And hrought me to a hiding mplace,

Jesus, my life, my all”?

How quickly God can bring to naught
man’s evil imaginations and blast his
wicked designs and cause every work
of his to subserve to the fulfiling of
God’s righteous purpose according to
election.  How could the story of
David’s trinmph over Saul have been
told had not the evil spirit from the
T.ord troubled Saul? or his victory over

Goliath, had there not been one to defy
Israel? David also found favor with
God, being a man after God’s own
heart. The safety of the armies of
Israel was at stake. The enemy was
set over against them and not a mah,
not even the whole army of Israel, was
able to go out and overcome the dread-
ful foe which defied them day after day.
How well does this apply to the experi-
ence of every child of grace. When
you saw your enemy sin as so strongly
entrenched against you, and your gréat
arch enemy, the devil, tormenting you
from day to day, how helpless you wete,
how powerless you were to overcome
this foe, how you longed for deliver-
ance, but found none. This was the
case with the armies of Israel, with not
a ray of hope. But just at this juncture
David appears upon the scene, just a
lad, but he went forth alone to meet the
foe, armed, not with sword and speéar,
but with the shepherd’s bag, his sling
and five smooth stones. These seven
emblems again representing a fullness.
With these he went forth in the naine
of the God of Isracl. He was fully
equipped, he lacked nothing. He slew
the encmy, he won the victory and gave
it into the hands of his people, Israel.
The victory is Israel’s by gift. The
praise and the glory belong to David
alone, 'Thus, dear saints of God, it Was
vour spiritual David, even Jesus, who
went forth in your behalf. He lacked
nothing, for he declared, “The Spirit
of the L.ord God is upon me; because
the Liord hath anointed me to pi'ea'ch
good tidings unto the meek: he hith
me to bind np the broken:heartéd, to
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proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are
bound; to proclaim the acceptable year
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
to appoint unto them that mourn in
Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness;
that they might be called trees of right-
eousness, the planting of the Lord, that
he might be glorified.” All this he has
done for you, dear child of grace. It
was a glorious victory and he hath
given it into your hands. 'The victory
is yours by gift, but the praise and the
glory belong to him alone. Thanks be
unto God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ, he hath
saved his people from their sins. But
how could Jesus have been glorified in
the redemption of his people if man
had not fallen in sin? The poet has
-said,

“When man was created what wisdom we sce,
The whole he possessed was the fmage of tlee;
But ah, in his fall we are led to espy
"Twas all for the lifting of Jesus on high.”

Designing men and roaring devils niay
seek to overthrow the kingdom of God
and thwart him in his purpose, but God
himself holds the keys of death and hell,
and as long as his name is God Al-
mighty it must signify that all other
powers are subordinate to him. The
powers that be are ordained of God. We
cannot believe he has ordained a power
equal to himself, or one that can work
independent of him. To ordain, signi-
fies the one ordained is a servant sct
forth to do the bidding of him who
ordained him and set him forth. These

ordained powers therefore can do no
more or no less than God’s eternal pur-
pose demands of them. How could we
rest in the blessed assurance of faith

and hope if it were otherwise? How
could we read the sweet storv of Queen

SACNLY CoAatall L0 S MU SVUL Y Vi SRR

Esther’s triumph had not thls wicked
Haman played his part? A most
beautiful type of God and his bride, the
church, his elect. Under sentence of
death, she comes trembling before the
King, begging only that she and her
people might live. She knew not how
it would go with her, but great was her
delight when he held out the golden
scepter to her, a token of his love and
favor for her. She found grace in his
sight, and he gave her his promise that
he would grant her desire, even to the
half of his kingdom. Thus it is with
cvery poor, guilty and condemned
sinner when he comes trembling unto
the throne of grace, begging only for
life, but owning his condemnation just.
He knows not how it will go with him,
but every one thus exercised is sure to
find grace in his sight, and great is his
joy to know the blessed Redeemer has
come that he might have life, and that
he might have it more abundantly.
“Kven to the half of my kingdom.”

Wonder of wonders, that poor beggars
should be made partners to the throne
of God. But God is not slack concern-
ing his promise. Not that God will
divide his power or his honor with man,
but that his elect might know that they
are made heirs of God and joint-heirs
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and to give
them also to know that both he that
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified
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are all of one, for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brethren. He
gives us more than we are able to ask or
that we are in any wise by nature
worthy to receive. “She hath received
of the Lord’s hand double for all her
sins.” Let not the saints then forget
the solemmn obligation that is enjoined
upon them. Since it is the Ifather’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom,
he has also committed it into your
hands to keep the order of his house.
This is your part in the kingdom or
church militant. “Behold, a king shall
reign in righteousness, and princes shall
rule in judgment. And a man shall be
as an hiding place from the wind.”
Perhaps I have departed somewhat

| believe we have been taught in the same
school and by the same Teacher, who
has only one method of teaching, and
that is by the Holy Ghost that only
teaches truth, and well might Pilate
|ask, “What is truth?” for he did
'not know; neither does the world nor
the flesh know to-day, for it is only
taught by the Holy Ghost. Jesus
‘never promised any but his own to send
| this great Comforter to them, and he
told them that it would lead them into
all truth, and it surely does, thus prov-
ing that what he has promised he is able
-to perform; and not only able, but he
does perform whatever he has prom-
ised, for he is not slack concerning his
promises, whether they are blessings or

from the subject under consideration, !stripes, and even the stripes, or chas-
but I trust it will be seen that God’s | tisements, are so mercifully given that
elect and his purpose according to'it fills my poor heart with love and my
election are the underlying principles ' eyes with tears to think that when T
of the whole structure of Scripture tes- ' deserved banishment he only chided me
timony. - Triumph is written in every lightly. In looking backward over my
transaction. The purpose of God nearly seventy years of labor and sor-
according to election is stamped upon :row in this wilderness of woe I can see
every case. It must stand. Tt will him ever near me, watching over me
stand. and guiding my erring footsteps, with-
- “Though foes combine and friends collect, out the which I would have been lost

The Lord will save his own elect.” . oy w .
- entirely. So it is all to him I owe, and

L. L. SCHENCK.

I can truly say, I have been kept by the

power of God from my earliest child-

VAN ZanNpT, Washington,

Dear Erper Lerrerts:—It is with
much fear and trembling that I, a poor
worm of the dust, write you, but your

Ihood to the present time. I have never
‘been afraid to trust him, and T am not
afraid to trust him for the rest of the

editorial in the December number was .
torial in i way, be it long or short, and not only

so good, and yet so simple and plain,!” L - 7 . .
that T felt T must write my approvalgrm the rest of the way here in this

N ! 3 v 1 M
and encouragement, for it seems that world, but T know I can trust him in
your writings are so nearly the medi- the world to come, for his promises are
tations of my own mind that I must yea and amen.

: A

. e i e
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Now, Elder Lefferts, if you will bear
with me a little I feel like telling you
some of my past experience in life, but
as to my experience of grace, I do not
know whether I have ever had one or
not, and it makes me fear and tremble
at times lest I am a deceiver and an
impostor, which I do not want to be, for
the children of God are the dearest
people on earth to me, and I believe the
Old Predestinarian Baptists are his
people, but am I really one of them?
I must tell you, T have been a member
of these despised people for over fifty
vears and have never been censured for
misconduct, because they did not know
all that I have done. My first recollec-
tion of having a knowledge of God
and his wonderful mysterious way was
when I was yet wearing dresses. My
parents took me to an association held
at my grandfather’s (old Elder J. B.
Burch), near what is now Oelwein,
Towa, near the place of my birth (in an
old log house), and His sacred presence
seemed to me to be there, which indeed
it was. That was about the year 1863,
and as grandfather was neutral he was
very closely watched, even when hold-
ing meetings, everything was guarded,
and this is another evidence of God’s
watchcare over his little ones,
grandfather was very much opposed to
the war and did many things that the
recruiting officers did not like. Ile was
never openly molested, and held his
meetings regularly. At the close of the
rebellion work was scarce, or rather
money to pay for work was scarce, and
my father and grandfather Garret (my

for

mother’s father) secured employment
in another county running a mill, so
they, with their families, moved to the
small village of Chickasaw, where the

mill was located, on the Little Cedar
River, in the center of a forest of hard

wood. The mill they ran was a grist-
mill run by water power, and the set-

tlers were few in number and far
between. 'T'hey got twenty dollars a

month and house rent free, but they
built a log house for grandfather, and
we moved into an old sheep barn built
of lumber sawed from some of the
trees close Dy, and cut by a small up-
right saw run by the same flume that
the grist-mill got its power from. You
may think it strange that I have writ-
ten all this, but it brings me to the
one place in life which is very dear to
me, for it was while I was standing out
in front of this same house which had
been fixed up and cleaned for us to live
in that I had my first glovious visit
from my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
and his name is the deavest and sweetest
name on carth to me vet. Whether it
was an experience of grace or just the
imagination of a childish mind I do not
know, but I was standing by the old
chopping log in front of the house one
cold but clear day in the winter of 1866,
singing in my childish way, “I will arise
and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in
his arms,” when I became unconscious,
as it were, and in a moment I was in his
precious arms soaring to heaven, and I
was so happy I had no thought but of
him and the fact that T was in his loving

arms going to heaven. When I came



SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

31

to myself I was standing alone by the
old chiopping block looking up into the
clear blue sky. This took place when
T was around five vears of age. I was
not quite five years old, for this was in
February and I would not be five until
March 14th following, but from that
time on there was a joyous gladness in
niy heart that was not there before, and
when the birds canie back in the spring
and warbled theiv song it seemed that
they were praising God, and when the
little rivulets came vippling down the
hills when the days got warm they
seemed to be praising him, and even
the trees seemed to be praising him, and
my heart sang with praise with them to
him. I never told this to any one, not
even to the church when I joined, for
I was afraid they would not believe me,
and my parents, not being members of
any denomination, I thought would
laugh at me. But this new life grew
with me and became so much a part of
me that I feared to do anything wrong
for fear God would be displeased with
me. This went on until I was sixteen
years of age, when it came to me like
awakening from a sleep that I was dif-
ferent from all other boys; not that I
was better, but just different, so I tried
to be like them as much as I could, but
1 could not drink, or gamble, or go in
could I wuse

bad company, neither

tobacco. I went to dances for two
years, and well do I remember the last
dance I attended. T did not go inside,
but started to walk four miles to my
home, and the last part of the way I
pan for fear of being caught by the

devil. Although I did learn to dance
well, I never have wanted to go again.
I had never made a profession of re-
ligion, for I could not believe as those
around me did, so I decided to live by
myself, and said I would never join
any church that used the pull and haul
miethod (as I then expressed it). But
alas, how futile are the resolutions of
man, for when I was a little passed
sixteen I was sent to stay with Uncle
Davis Burch’s family while he went to
be with Grandfather Burch, during a
severe spell of sickness, from which he
recovered, and while there I went with.
my cousins to a protracted meeting of
the United Brethren, and before T was
aware of it I had joined, but was never
baptized, and when I got away from

them I was so ashamed that I never

went to hear them again. In looking
back T can see the never-failing hand
of the unchangeable God even in that,
for had I not joined them I would have
joined a branch of the Old School Bap-
tists who were excluded, although I did
not know it then. After Uncle Davis
returned home T went to visit my
Grandfather Garrett, and while there
this branch held a meeting at his house.
That was the only Old Baptist sermon
I heard from the time I was three years
old until then, and I was so impressed
by it that when the door was declared
open for the reception of members I
would have offered myself if T had not
just come from the United Brothers.
T was then in deep trouble, for I had
joined a denomination and did not
helieve the doctrine they preached, so
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could not go with them, and this act put
a barrier between me and any other
denomination, so I was a castaway, like
a ship at sea without a rudder. I feared
to ask God to guide me, for I had gone
voluntarily into it and feared he would
ast me off, so I wrestled hard, as T
thought, all by myself, and was very
wretched. T would go into gay com-
pany and laugh and carry on with them,
then weep and mourn as soon as I
would get by myself, until T got afraid
of myself. I did not dare to pray, for
it seemed God would look with scorn
upon me because I had disgraced him
by my actions. He had been so good
and kind to me, how could I ever ask
him to forgive me? T was a long time
m darkness too black to deseribe, but
finally T made up my mind T would
wait until all were in bed then T would
go out in the barn lot behind the straw
stack and there maybe God would hear
me.  But it seemed to me that he did
not, for I thought I had sinned away
my day of grace, and my prayecrs
frightened me; they seemed to go down
mstead of up. I went on in this way
until the October before T was nineteen
vears old.  After I finished our fall
work there came such a longing to visit
my uncles and families living around
Oeclwein that I put aside the schooling
I had often determined to get and went,
and after I got there the horse I rode
was taken with pinkeye and I could not
go home until after the regular meeting
of the Otter Creek Church, which I
had no intention of joining, but 1 went

to the meeting through respect, as T

thought, for nearly all of my uncles and
aunts were members and Grandfather
had moved back there and was preach-
ing for them, and when he took his text
it seemed that he took up my life and
told all about me, so nearly so that I
wondered who had told him, for I was
sure I had never told any one. It
unnerved me completely, for he made
it very plain how Jesus had paid it all
and to him I owed it all, and how could
I ever repay him, seeing T am only dust
and ashes? T sat in one of the back
seats weeping, even after all but Grand-
father had gone. e was gathering up
his books preparatory to leaving when
he, by chance it seemed, saw me and
came and asked me what the matter
was, but I could not tell him. He then
asked me if T wanted to join the
church, and T told him T was not fit to
Join any church. He did not stop to
ask me any more questions, but ran to
the door and called the rest of the mem-
bers back, then told me to relate my
experience. I could only tell them
what a great sinner I was, but to my
surprise they received me, and if any
one ever experienced a great calm after
a bad storm I did, and so unexpected,
too. I was baptized the next April
and the beautiful vision of light upon
the face of the water T can see yet, even
after fifty vears of trials and disap-
pointments.

Now, may the grace of God sustain,
strengthen and keep you, and all true
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus,
is my prayer.

DAVIS BURCH.
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ST, THOMAS, Ontario, Jan. 14, 1931
Deav Erper Lerrerts:—I want to
thank you for those three articles in the
Signs. I refer to that one on “Signs
of the Times” in February number,
the one on “Understanding Science” in
August, and the “New Year’s Greet-
ing” in current number. I had often
wished that in some way our editors
‘would write on things that are happen-
ing, or ordered, in the world: some
terrible things, some wonderful things;
and when we are given an understand-
ing heart, we grieve or wonder or praise
as the occasion requires. The way we
are made we cannot stand spiritual
things all the time, yet we love them;
and T was glad when you said you
would not bury your talent in the earth
if you have been given insight into the
things in the world to show us that all
is of God, and that he still rcigns over
all, contrary to the declaration of some.
It is your duty as well as pleasure to
unfold your knowledge to us weak
ones. 1 am sometimes staggered at
things and events occurring daily, and
do often wonder why it is all allowed
by the only wise God, and predestina-
tion wavers within me. KEven any
good things that are done seem to be
with a view to publicity, always thereby
gaining reward among men; and the
evil, so-called, events seem to stun one.
One cannot always avoid reading them
when looking over the daily paper. Of
late, I have skipped over particulars of
any terrible headings, but that does not
do away with their having occurred. I
was talking with a gentleman the other
day on these things and he rvemarked,

“Things are going to be worse, and T¢
am glad I will not be here to see them,”"
and he was not a pessinﬁst cither:
Well, if that should be so, 1s' it not a:
fulfillment of Secripture?

I hope you will forgive me for
bothering you, but I felt T should like-
you to know your articles did comfort
me.

Yours. very sincerely,

~ (MRS.) KATE L. BLACK.

[Tur above encouraging letter i§
typical of many we have received from
different parts of the country bidding
us godspeed in our work. We would-
like to print many more of them for our
readers to see, but space forbids.
When we stated in our “New Year’s
Greeting” that we would not bury our
talent in the earth, we hope none of our
brethren understood us to mean that
we could refrain from doing so by any
human power of our own. No-such
thing. Our sufficiency, we hope, is all
of God and through his grace alone. If
our experience thus far along life’s way-
has not taught us this, then indeed we
know nothing as we ought. 'That the
Tord is at present scourging the mod-
ern world in order to further his cause
of truth and for the advancement of
the interests of his own kingdom, we
verily believe. Iis chastening of the
nations may work death to them, but
it means life and glory to his_ own
kingdom. For centuries his kingdom.
has been gradually coming in the earth
all unbeknown to the nations: them-
selves, the time cannot now be far
distant when that glorious kingdom
in all its beauty will come to its” ulti-
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mate fulfillment. 'Things may be
going to be worse for the world. Yes.
But things are going to be better and
better for the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.—H. H. 1..]

Tt
COMMERCE, Georgia,

Drar Breraren Evrrors:—If one
so.weak and sinful as I feel to be should
claim relationship with the dear saints
of God. I feel T want to write a few
words of thanks to you for sending me
the dear old Siaens, which comes
monthly, setting forth the doctrine of
God our Savior. I much appreciate
your kindness to me, a poor unworthy
creature, and I hope I am able by the
grace of God to thank the Giver of
every good and perfect gift. My wife
and I get much conifort in reading the
sweet letters, and the editorials are full
of wisdom and truth. If I were able I
would give ten times the price of the
paper rather than do without it, but,
dear ones, do not let me burden you. I
am down low, as to this world’s goods,
and “I can’t help it;” often desiring to
do, but I cannot, and “I can’t help it;”
and when I would do good evil is pres-
ent, and “T can’t help it.” I love the
doctrine of the Siens or rur TiMEs,
and “I can’t help it.” So by experience
T do know that it is not in me to choose
my way or divect my steps. I am
nothing; yea, less than nothing, just a
poor sinner at mercy’s door begging for
the mercy of God, which has followed
me all the days of my life. Remember
me when at the throne of grace.

A sinner saved by grace if saved at
all, .
T. S. LORD.

WoosTer, Ohio, Dec. 31, 1930.
Dear Kprrors:—I renewed my sub-
sceription to the Siens and asked you to
mail the paper to West Mansfield,
Ohio, thinking I would be there all
winter domg nursing, but the next
morning after going to work on a new
case I fell down stairs, and was so badly
injured that my son, Dr. J. C. Wick-
ham, was sent for, and he brought me
to his home here in Wooster, Ohio.
His street number is 640 Saybolt, so
please send the SieNs to me at this
address.  The Xray showed only a
minor break in the small pelvis bone,
with, of course, very bad bruises and
strained and torn ligaments. I am still
in bed, but my worst suffering seems to
be over. T hope some of the brethren
will write to me.
JOI¥, WOODS PETERS.
s ——
BELKINS, W. Va., Dec. 25, 1930.
Dear Korrors:—As the year 1930
is drawing to a close we are sending our
remittance for the Stans or 1HE TiMES
for the year 1931, for we feel we would
be very lonely without your valuable
paper. We are always glad to receive
it, for it comes laden with good news
from a far country. The editors are
ably gifted brethren, and so are many
other brethren and sisters. They all
testify of the same truth: salvation by
the grace of God alone. There is no
uncertain sound in the dear old Sians,
so far as I have ever been able to see.
Wife and I have been readers of the
paper for many years and hope to be
able to take it the rest of our days. My
wife 1s seventy-cight and I am seventy-
nine years of age, and we both desire
the prosperity of our family paper, the
Stens or vEE TIMES,

G. B. McCLANAHAN.



SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

35

EDITORIAL.

MIDDLELTOWN, N. Y., FEBRUARY, 1931.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
ESTABLISHED 1832
Subscription Price $2.00 Per Year
PUBLISHED EACH MONTH BY
J. E. BEEBE & COMPANY
5 Linden Ave.  MIDDLETOWN, N. Y,

EDITOR

Elder H. H. Lefferts, Leesburg, Va.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Elder R. Lester Dodson, Rutherford, N. J.
Elder George Ruston, Dutton, Ontario.
Elder Charles W. Vaughn, Hopewell, N. J.

Al letters for this paper should be
addressed, and money orders made
payable to.

J. E. BEEBE & CO.
- Middletown, Orange Co., N. Y.

JEREMIAH VIII. 22.

“Is there mo balm in Gilead? is there no physi-
cian there? why then is not the health of the
daughter of my people recovered?”

Jeremiah was the Lord’s mouth to
the children of Israel in evil times. He
began his ministry, as he himself says,
in the thirteenth year of the reign of
Josiah king of Judah. We have but
to turn the pages of our Bibles to second
Kings, the twenty-second and twenty-
third chapters, to find the record of this
king Josiah. He began to reign in
Judah when but a boy of eight years
and the length of his reign was thirty-
one years, During this veign of thirty-
one years, Josiah did all he could to
stem the tide of corruption which had

swept in over the affairs of Judali, for

he was a good king and desired to do
that which was right in the sight of the
law of God. He revived the covenant
of Moses which the people had ‘for-
gotten,called the attention of the nation
to their departure from the right way,
overthrew the temples and altars of
false religion which the Jews had set
up under former rulers who had taught
and encouraged them in the way of
evil, and rallied his subjects to the ob-
servance of the rites and ceremonies of'
the Mosaic law. Notwithstanding -all
this good effort on the part of this con-
scientious king, and notwithstanding
the faithful ministry of Jeremiah, the
tide of evil which had set in among the
Jews was too strong against all these.
good intentions and neither Josiah nor
Jeremiah could successfully ward off
the day of Judah’s calamity. Afte_r the
death of Josiah, matters quickly went.
from bad to worse. Josiah’s successor
reigned only three months, was then-
imprisoned by the king of Egypt. who
swept with his army over the land, and .
died in Egypt. 'The next king was but
a slavish ruler subject to the will of the
king of Igypt, and though he reigned .
for eleven years, was afraid to call A'his_
soul his own. Then came another king
who ruled but three months astributary-
to the king of Babylon who had, in the
meantime, driven the forces of Egypt
out of Judah-and taken possession. of
it himself. After this, events incident-
to Judah’s decline followed  swiftly
until we read of the first carrying away
of the people of Judah captive to:
Babylon. Thus, after Josiah’s good
reign, Judah never knew any peace
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again. The forces of Egypt and the
armies of Babylon fought over the
land, first one being successful and then
the other, until it resulted in the tri-
umph of Babylon and the captivity of
Judah. Now, Jeremiah lived all through
these stirrings and was himself among
those  carried away to Babylon by
Nebuchadnezzar. Thus, we see that
‘part of his ministry was fulfilled in
Jerusalem before the carrying away
into Babylon, and part of his ministry
was fulfilled while a captivein Babylon.
It is not to be wondered at that his
prophecy is so full of lamentation and
woe, seeing that he lived in a dark and
discouraging period of Judah’s history
and the only light he had was when he
could, by faith, look ahead through
future ages to the glory of Christ and
the restoration of Israel; not simply to

a partial restoration such as when part

of Judah came back from Babylon to
Jerusalem under Cyrus’ favorable de-
cree, but a much fuller and more glori-
ous and more permanent restoration of
Israel in futurve times. “Is there no
balm in Gilead? is there no physician
there?’ Yes, there is; but that was not
the time for it to be manifest. There
was no such thing as healing Judah’s
hurt at that time. Jeremiah himself
was hurt by the hurt of his people.
"Their woe was his woe, their troubles
were his also. It grieved him terribly
to see Judali forsaken, her enemies
treading her down, the L.ord himself
silent and interposing no power in her
behalf.  More than all this, it grieved
the pi‘ophet because he knew the sins of
the people had brought these calamities

upon them. They had not walked ii
the law of Moses as they had said they
would do, therefore these curses had
come tipon theim according to that law
which they had not heeded. Jereniiah
saw deeper than any of his time into the
reason why these evils were upon the
people, and knew that their sins were
at the bottom and root of it all. All
their woes were due to sin. "The sins of
the people lay like a stone on Jere-
mial’s heart, vet he could not make the
people hear him; they would not heed
his advice, they would not, at his cry,
turn from their evil ways. 'Thus, ve
pentance being hid from their eyes, the
Lord having included that nation -in
blindness and in unbelief, Jeremiah saw
the dreadful calamity approaching
every minute neaver. In his distress he
cries, Is there no help for this? must
these things be so? “Is there no balm
in Gilead?” TIs there no healing that
:an be applied to these soves of infidel-
ity which will heal my people from their
backslidings? “TIs there no physician
there?” Is there no one who under-
stands this deep-seated discase of sin
among my people who can properly
treat it and cure it, thus turning this
people from their evil? 'To these cries
from the prophet’s soul, there was no
apparent help at the time. The heav-
ens were brass, God’s throne was silent,
no help from on high came. EKvents
moved on to their inevitable chclusion,
sin must get its wages, the law must
claim its vietim. Yet, down through
the ages, dark as they were, his faith
saw the light of Jesus, who is himself
the great Physician, whose will and
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aim it is to redeem his Israel from all
her transgressions and to perfectly heal
his elect whom he purchased back from
death with his own blood. Xwvery
nation which had enslaved Judah and
Israel was in turn to be themselves
judged when the Lord should arise to
scatter their enemies and to bring them
back into their own land. "The children
of Abraham are heirs to the promise,
the law which came after the promise
cannot make void the promise which
antedated the law by four hundred and
thirty vears. Thus, Paul tells us that
all who are Christ’s are heirs of the
promise made to Abraham, that not all
are of Israel who are fleshly Israel, but
all Christ’s elect are spiritual Israel:
these are they whose right it is to
the promise; the restoration promises
throughout the Seriptures belong to
these. 'These restoration promises in
Christ are surely Gilead’s balm, and
the great Physician himself, who knows
our frame and remembers that we are
dust, he it is who alone can apply these
scriptural promises to our souls to heal
and comfort those whom sin has slain,
but whom his blood has redeemed.
Gilead, the land of the sweet-smelling
spices and savory things, the place of
healing herb and of myrrh and frank-
incense, is also the hill of witness.
When the children of Israel came
through Jordan into the promised land,
they took twelve stones, one for cach of
the tribes, and made a heap in the river-
bed. When the waters came together
after Israel passed safely through, this
heap was overwhelmed. But, also they
took twelve stones up out of the bed of

the river and made them an heap at the
place where they lodged that night.
Thus, two heaps: one in the bed of the
river swept over by its waters, the other
in the land of Canaan a silent witness
of the fact that the waters of the river
had been turned back from before the
ark of the covenant as they passed
through. These are two heaps of wit-
ness. 'The pile of stones in the bed of
the river hidden by its waters witnesses
of the judgments of the law over-
whelming Christ, the Son - of God, in
death for his people; the pile of stones
in the land of Canaan witnesses of
Isracl’s deliverance from judgment
because Christ suffered those judg-
ments for them. Gilead, the word, means
heap of witness. From this -witness
comes healing balin to the soul of God’s
Israel applied by the Spirit of the great
Physician who has been tempted in all
points as his Israel, thus knows
how to succor them in their trials and
temptations. On the other hand, how-
ever, at the time Jeremiah asked these
questions there was no manifestation of
this balm, nor of any application of it
to Israel’s hurt by the great Physician.
The soul of the prophet and the souls
of the faithful with him at that time,
could be comforted only as faith en-
abled them to look forward to the day
of Christ and the -promise of these
things. 'The law could not bring salva-
tion, nor was there in Israel any ability
of their own to turn them from their
evils nnto the living God. The fruit- -
lessness of human endeavor to itself
repent of its errors is proven in Israel’s

history. Nothing short of the supreme
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power of God in Christ can give re-
pentance unto Israel. For this purpose
Christ died and rose from the dead and
afterward ascended on high, to give
repentance unto Israel. Without this
overcoming power of Christ there can
be no repentance. Christ is the repent-
ance of his Israel. Repentance is not
lamenting one’s sins, but turning from
them utterly. " No sinner ecan turn
himself from his own way, this is the
risen Christ’s work. He alone turns
his people from sin to holiness, from
the thralldom of dead works to the
gracious service of the living God.
'This repentance or turning away from
all the works of the law, from all judg-
ment and condemnation, is the “balm
of Gilead.” Tt is the remedy that heals
our hurts because it goes directly to the
root ~of the trouble, not treating
symptoms merely, but eradicating the
cause. 'This balm of the “hill of wvit-
ness’” - regenerates, not reforms, the
sinner so that he becomes a new man
in Christ, old things pass away and all
things become new. No one can apply
this sovereign remedy but the great
Physician. This exalted Redeemer at
the right hand of God sent the Holy
Ghost, or Comforter. This Comforter
takes of the things of Jesus and reveals
them -unto Israel, and when he does
there is a certain and sure cure admin-
istered, an effectual turning away from
the world, the flesh and the devil, and
‘a turning unto the living God. How
glad and thankful we ought to be that
we are no more under the law, no more
under-its threats and thunders, but are
under the gracious dispensation of his

living Word wherein we have continual
access to the efficacy of Gilead’s balm
and the ministry of the great Physician.
We cannot be thankful enough that the
dark dispensation of his wrath has
> and that the glad New Year of
his grace and mercy envelops us.

This is written at the request of
brother C. H. Byrd, of Enterprise,
Alabama, who writes me, “A few
mornings ago I awakened with the
twenty-second verse of the eighth chap-
ter of Jeremiah on my mind. Tt had
been quite a long time since T had read
this Scripture before. It continually
dwells on my mind. 1If the Lord would
lead you out, I would be glad to have
vou write on the subject.”

H. H. L.

JAMES I. 27.

“Pure peligion and undefiled before God and the
Ifather is this, To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”

While language is incapable of ex-
pressing adequately spiritual truths, at
the same time we find words useful
vehicles for conveying our thoughts.
There are several words in our text the
meaning of which is deserving of care-
ful consideration. “Pure,” forinstance,
is defined as “being free from moral or
physical defilement; chaste; unpolluted;
unadulterated; clean; holy,” ete. “Un-
defiled” means “‘spotless.” It might
not be hard to find a religion that would
measure up to these standards as un-
derstood by men, but our text is speak-
ing of that religion which is pure and
undefiled before God. When we re-
member that he is holy, and that his
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thoughts are higher than the heavens
are above the earth than man’s thoughts;
“that he seeth not as man seeth, for man

looketh on the outward, but God look-

eth on the inward, discerning even the
thoughts and intents of the heart, then
it is we are made to ask, Who can
appear before him? In the verse Jjust

preceding our text James says, “If any

man among you secmeth religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but decciveth
his own heart, this man’s religion is
vain.”  Occasionally we hear of a
brother or a sister whose tongue seems
to run wild, or who writes with a
poisoned pen, uncovering the faults of
the brethren. How much better it
would be if they could take a garment
and go backward, covering up the
nakedness of their brother.

But, let us proceed. Sometimes we
are aided in our comprehension of a
subject by being told what it is not.
The one under consideration here by
the apostle is so highly important that
he emphasizes it by giving us not only
the affirmative side of the question, hut
also the negative. He first describes
for us that religion which is vain and
then proceeds to tell us what “Pure
religion and undefiled before God” is.
He says it is to visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction. The worldly
religionist will tell you this mecans that
we should go about the streets of our
great cities and scarch for the natural
orphans and widows who, perhaps, are
hungry and cold, and take them food
and clothing and fuel. Such is humane,
and we have nothing but praise from a
human standpoint for the organization

or individual who engages in the relief
of suffering of this kind, but we" are
unwilling to admit that this is all that
is contained in our text. The one who
does this has whereof to glory, but not
before God. 'We are confident that the
apostle is addressing those of like
precious faith, as is shown by the con-
text of this epistle; therefore something
deeper than the natural is presented.
He is talking about pure religion, that
which pertains to God, of which he is
the author and originator, and he says
it is to “visit” certain described char-
acters. When we speak of visiting our
friends, it is understood that we go to
their homes, where they live, to see
them, and so to visit the fatherless and
widows, we must go to the place where
they dwell; we must know what their
manner of life is and how they subsist.
We must be able to speak in their
tongue the pure language of their
hearts. We must be familiar with the
scenery through the valley of the
shadow of death and acquainted with
him who resides in the depth of de-
spond. If this were all, we could not
speak comfortingly to them, but we
must know in a way of life him that
resenes the perishing, that power which
delivers from the lowest hell, and be
able to speak to them of that God of
love and merey who lifts the beggar
from the dung hill and causes him to
sit among princes. If we have not ex-
perienced these things in our own souls,
we cannot visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction. Job’s friends
could not visit him, for they knew not
where he lived; they were all miserable
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‘comforters, and so does the child of
God find those who speak to him of sal-
vation by works. Neither can the sub-
~ject of grace visit in the true sense the
unregencrate in heart, however poverty
stricken they might benaturally. When
he begins to speak to them of the vile-
ness of the human heart, and of the
glorious plan of God’s salvation, there
is a blank starc in their faces which tells
him that they know mnot whereof he
speaks. He cannot teach his neighbor
or brother, nor even his bosom com-
panion and his own offspring, to know
the Lord, even though he might feel he
would give ten thousand worlds to do
so..  But, how different when our
heavenly IFather’s children are brought
together to tell of their travel. Tears
will be seen to flow freely for the joy
that is in the heart as they talk of God’s
goodness and mevrey to poor sinners.
Traly, the fatherless and widows are
visited in their affliction when pilgrims
meet together in the way in which the
Lord has led them. The redecmed of
the Lord have no carthly father, or

husband, in a spiritual sense. They
know that cursed is the man that

trusteth in man and have been taught
specifically by their exalted Head to
call no man on earth their father. Not-
withstanding this, are there not count-
less millions in the world to-day who
are addressing human beings, animated

lumps of day like themselves, as
“father?” Only a short while ago we

listened to an address over the radio
which seemed so radical that we decided
to send for a copy. We were told to ad-
dress our request to a certain “father,”

but this we could not do. Such wor-
shipping of sinful flesh is abhorrent to
us.

But to come back to our text and the
characters therein described, we hope
we have a fellow-feeling for those who
have experienced that destitution where-
in one finds himself when he feels to be
cut off, without hope and without God
in the world. There, a fit companion
only for the owls and bats of the wilder-
ness and desert, he cries, God, be mer-
ciful unto me, a sinner. And while he
is certain there is no hope of salvation
for him, that he is eternally lost and
forever banished from the peaceful
presence of the just God, nevertheless,
he continues to cry for mercy, and ere
long to his utter astonishment and
amazement God hears his ery and comes
down to deliver from the horrible pit
the object of his love; he lifts him out
of the mire and eclay, places his fect
upon a rock, cstablishes his goings and
puts a new song in his mouth, even
praises to his blessed name. When
Jesus talked with the Samaritan woman
at the well, though she had had five
husbands, yet, he whom she then had
was not her hushand, for Jesus had told
her all things whatsoever she did and
she was convinced that he was -the
Messiah that was to come. The five
Books of the Law condemned her and
there was no earthly source from which
she could receive the comfort and con-
solation her soul so much craved. Such
characters have to be visited in their
affliction, and this Jesus did when he
told her the secret things of her life and
spoke of that living water that should
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be in her a well of water springing up
into everlasting life. It is not enough
to talk to God’s people about the
Scripture: something must be known
and felt, and when Christ and him
crucified is preached, in demonstration
of the Spirit and with power, to the
poor and needy and, by faith, they are
given to lay hold upon heavenly bread
it is food to their souls and they have
meat to eat that the world knows not
of. '
“And to keep himself unspotted from
the world.” While we have said that
mankind cannot commend itself to God
by acts of kindness to their less for-
tunate fellow-beings, we would not be
understood as saying that the people of
God should not minister of their tem-
poral things to their brethren who are
in need. This would not be keeping
themselves unspotted from the world.
The world would condemn them, and
rightly so, for such negleet. Neither
would such conduct be in keeping with
the teaching of our Savior: “But whoso
hath this world’s good, and secth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how
dweclleth the love of God in him?” A
continuation of this teaching is, “My
little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in
truth.” Men satisfy their consciences
to-day by giving of their abundance to
what they regard worthy causes. One
of old asked, “Will the Lord be pleased
with thousands of rams, or with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? shall T give
my firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my bedy for the sin of my soul?

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is
good; and what doth the Lord require
of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God?’—Miecah vi. 7, 8. Paul said,
“Though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though T give my body
to be burned, and have not charity, it
profiteth me nothing.” The genuine
love of God in the heart is the vital
principle. Whatever is found will be
seen the fruit of the Spirit. The matter
of keeping one’s self “unspotted from
the world” leads us into a very broad
field. It is not enough to say that we
believe in the doctrine of predestina-
tion, or any one or all of the points of
doctrine believed by the Old School
Baptists, but the important question is,
Are we really living the life of a true
christian? It is well to preach the doe-
trine of God our Savior, but it is better
to live the life of Christ. We cannot
emphasize too strongly the importance
of practicing what we profess, of striv-
ing unccasingly to enter in at the strait
gate. We have no patience with the
idea that Old Baptists should sit down
placidly and be unconcerned as to what
takes place. Rather, do we understand
that they live by faith, and a living faith
exercises one to prove all things and
hold fast that which is good. None ean
attain unto the standard of perfection,
but if we are living children we will
hate evil and seck after that which is
good. The tree must be known by the
fruit it bears. “For if ye live after the
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live” We arc confident our
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rveaders clearly understand that we do
not believe for one moment that we can
mortify the deeds of the body except
through the work of the Spirit. We
are persuaded that no man will forsake
the way of sin and follow in the path
of righteousness except he be born
again, but he that is born of God will
desire to glorify him, not only by living
a moral, honest, upright and truthful
life, which is expected of all men, but
by truly serving his Lord and Master
with a service that will give evidence to
his having been called out and sepa-
rated from the world to walk innewness
of life.

A sister in the Catskill Mountains
asked us to write on the above verse.
We hope what has been said will at
least cause the brethren to want to
stand before the mirror of “purc re-
ligion and undefiled before God” and
see what it reflects. If it makes you
ashamed of all your ways and causes
you to resolve, by the grace of God, to
live more in keeping with the profession
yvou have made, then thank God that he
has not left you destitute of his merey,
and praise him for his wonderful works

among the children of men.
R. L. D.

»

NOTICE.

remitting

When
scription, see that the date opposite

for your sub-
your name on the little pink slip is
changed, for if not changed you have
not been given your proper credit, in
which case notify us immediately and
we will attend to it. K

n.

CORRESPONDING LETTERS,

The Salisbury Old 8chool or Primitive
Baptist Association, in session with
the Iorest Grove Church, Wicomico
County, Maryland, October 22nd,
28rd, and 24th, 1930, to the several
churches and associations with which
we correspond, sends christian fel-
lowship. o
Drar Breraren v rur Lorp:i—

We hope we are thankful to the God of

all grace for this another privilege of

meeting together in an associate
capacity. It is said in God’s written
word, Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the
midst. We feel that we have realized
this truth during this meeting, for the
preaching has been with demonstration
and with power. We have seen the
manifestation of his Spirit with us, and
not a jarring note has marred our

peace. Our meeting has been well at-
tended, and we have enjoyed having
your ministers and messengers with us.

The next session of the Association
is appointed to be held cither with the
Rewastico or Nassaongo Church, Wi-
comico County, Maryland, beginning
October 21st, 1931, and continuing
three days. Notice will be given in the
SieNs or THE TiMEs at which place it
will be held, at which time we hope to
meet with you again to enjoy another
spirvitual feast.

G. E. COULBOURN, Mod.
J. H. Trurrt, Clerk. -

Grorer F. Apxins, Ass’t Clerk.
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The Pocatalico Old School, or Predes-
tinarian Baptist Association, in ses-
sion with -the Providence Church,
Lincoln  County, West Virginia,
September 5th, 6th and 7th, 1930,
sendeth grectings in the Lord to our
sister A ssociations and meetings with
which we correspond.

Dzrar BrRETHREN:—Once morc we
are blessed by the grace of God to meet
and greet your messengers and to re-
ceive your correspondence, which we
greatly appreciate, and of which we
- desire a continuance in the future. We

are endeavoring to contend for the faith

“once delivered unto the saints. Your

ministers have come to us preaching
Christ Jesus the only Savior of sinners,
which is food to the hungry soul. May
they ever be kept faithful, is our
prayer. :

Our next session will convene, the
Lord willing, on Friday beforc the first
Sunday in September, 19381, with the
Hopewell Church, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, when and where we
hope to meet a goodly number of your
messengers.

In love and fellowship,

J. W. McCLANAHAN, Mod.

Oscar J. Byrnsipg, Clerk.

The Lexington-Roxbury Association,
now i session with the Olive and
Hurley Church, at Shokan, Ulster
County, New York, September 17th,
18th and 19th, 1930, to the secveral

- churches with which we correspond,
sends christian greeting in the Lord.
DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN :—An-

other year is numbered with the past
and by the kind providence and tender
mercy of the covenant-keeping God we
are again permitted to mect in an asso-
ciation and to listen to the truth as it is
in Jesus proclaimed by his able servants
that he has placed on the walls of Zion
to preach the unsearchable riches of
Jesus Christ, and I trust we all have
been edified, strengthened and built up
in our most holy faith. There has been
no discord, but one continual flow of
love and fellowship all through our
meeting. Your servants have come to
us laden with the gospel of peace and
love from-the Giver of all good and
perfect gifts, and we can truly say it
has been good for us to be here.

Our next session is to be held with the
Vega and Second Roxbury Churches
Jointly, on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday between the second and third
Sundays in September 1981, where we

again hope to meet your messengers

and hear the gospel preached. Until

then, dear brethren, farewell.
GEORGE RUSTON, Mod.

Amasa J. Srauson, Clerk.

NOTICE.

The Saints’ Rest Old School Baptist Church, at
Dallas, Texas, appointed Mrs. Beulah iStrube, 824
Melba Street, Dallas, Texas, to solicit and receive
donations for the erection of a house of meeting
place in Dallas. All who wish to help, either Old
Baptists or friends of theirs, can send their checks
or money orders to her.

Dear editors, this was done in conference and
voted unanimously the seventh day of December,
1930. I would like to see this notice published in
the old S1eNs if it meets with your approval. A
very modern sized, comfortable, plain building is
our plan.

Yours in humble hope,

(MRS.) BEULAII STRUBE,
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OBITUARY NOTICIES.

HIMAN S. COLLARD, Deacon, in New Vernon
Old School Baptist Church, passed away Decem-
her 11th, 1930, in Warwick N. Y., at the home of
hig niece, Mrs. Mina Brown ‘Walcott, with whom
he had wresided for about four years. Shortly
after losing his wife, sister Collard, December 20th,
1926, he wrote out the following information con-
cerning himself and gave it to the writer “to
keep:” “Himan 8. Collard was born in the town
of Wallkill, N. Y., the son of James . and Eme-
line Wilkin Collard. January 23rd, 1874, was
married to 8. Frances Harding, daughter of
Deacon Jairus and Analiza Harding. In 1882 I
was chosen Church Trustee to #fill the vacancy
eaused by the death of Theo. Uptegrove. I have
been Trustee since. We had five children; four
died young; the last one was drowned twelve and
one-half years old, Fcbruary 10th, 1896. I went
before the church and was received for baptism
the next Sunday, March Tth, 1897, by Elder I'. A.
Chick. At the next church meeting I was chosen
Church Clerk., Soon after I was chosen Deacon,
after Deacon Beyea's death.”

One who was present at the funeral service, held
in the New Vernon meetinghouse on December
15th, said to the writer that he had known brother
Collard for a period of fifty-five years and that he
had lived an exemplary life. There was a good
gatherlng of brethren and friends present to pay
tribute to the esteem in which he was held.
Burial was in the cemetery adjoining the meeting-
house grounds. The words used as a text are
found in the latter portion of the fifty-fourth versc
of the fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

ALSO,

ISAAC S. BAIRD, member of the HEbenczer Old
School Baptist Church in New York City, de-
parted this life December 15th, at the hrome of his
sigter, Mrs. Adam Jackowska, 1327 Brooklyn
Awvenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., with whom ho had re-
sided since 1924. Brother Baird was born July
14th, 1850, which made his earthly stay 80 years,
5 months and 1 day. DBesides the sister with
whom he resided he leaves one Dbrother, Mr, John
H. Baird, one grandson, William Cathoun, and a
number of nieces and nephews. e lost his first
wife in 1877 and remarried in 1879, but his second
wife died in 1922, Abount one month later he lost
his only daughter, who was a daughter by his first
‘wife. Not long after this he broke up his home in
warwick, N. Y., and moved to Brooklyn, N. Y., to
live with his sister. We regret that we cannot
furnish detailed information regarding his church
affiliations. After coming to Brooklyn, N. Y., to
live he brought his letter from the Warwick Old

_Sechool Baptist Church and united with the Ebe-
nezer Church in New York City. He loved the
truth and was always glad to meet with his
brethren, though in the last years of his life he
was affiicted in the knee joints and had to get

about by the use of & wheel chair, He suffered
severely, at times, but bore it with fortitude and
patience. His body was taken to Warwick, N. Y.,
and the funeral service wag held in the Warwick
0Old School Baptist meetinghouse, where was
gathered a large number of friends and brethren.
Interment was in the cemetery in Warwick. We
shall greatly miss our departed brethren, but de-
sire to he reconciled to the will of our heavenly
Tather in all things. May he give us to ever. trust
in hiim.
R. 1. D.

R
&

Mr. DOUGALD C. CAMPBELL died at his home
in North Dunwich, September 25th, 1930, after an
illness lasting nearly a year. He was one of six
sons and two daughters born to Alex Campbell
and Janet Carswell and was born Maveh Tth, 1864,
December 25th, 1895, he married Christina Cobban,
to which union were. born three sons: Alex,
Robert and James., His wife died February 2nd,
1900, and October 30th, 1902, he married Margaret
A. Toaton, to which union was horn one son, Philip,
who with his brothers Robert and James reside
in North Dunwich, while Alex’s home is In
Saskatchewan; these, with his dear wife, remain
to ammourn thelr loss, also one sister, Mrs. Angus
Giillis, of Muirkirk. ¥e was a firm believer In the
truth, and o faithful attendant and friend of the
Clovenanted Baptist Church, altliough not a mem-
her. His heart was with the brethren, and often
he went to meeting when he hardly had strength
to go. He was a good citizen and an excellent
fatihier and husband, loved and respected by all
who knew him, and he is greatly missed by hls

family, especially by his lonely companion, who

deeply mourns her 10ss.

The funeral services were conducted by the
writer at Mr. Campbell’s late home, where a large
assembly of relatives and friends silently witnessed
their esteem for our departed friend, and sorrow
for his grief-stricken family., Interment was In
the Cowal Cemetery.

ALSO,

DEACON ARCHIE C. CAMPBELL, brother of
the above, died at his home in Dutton, December
8th, 1930, after being confined to his bed for sev-
eral months. He was the son of Alex Camphbell
and Janet Cavswell, Oetober 24th, 1882, he mar-
ried Regina Pollard, daughter of the late Klder
William Tollard, and to this unlon were born six
children: Robert, Alex, Janet, Mary, Humphrey
and William, all residing in North Dunwielr except
William, who died in 1904. Brother Campbell was
for vears one of the most successful farmers in
North Dunwich, but about three years ago he
retired from the farm and -came to live in Dutton,
where he had almost all that time been in falling
health. ~ Brother Campbell united with the Cov-
enanted Baptist Church and was baptized by the
late Elder William Pollard May 11lth, 1896. e
was a man of few words, but had very good
judgment in matters belonging to the chureh, and
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September 30th, 1916, he was set aside by the
church to the office of deacon, which office he
honiorably filled, and was ever in his place when
posgibie; and by a humble and sincere deportment

he’ set a lovely examiple to his brethren who
niottin their loss., Brother Campbell leaves to

joss his widow, sister Regina, who
himi, his fve remaining children
of grandchildren, all of whom,
were very devoted to him.
Angus Gillis. May
loss and reconcile

mourn their
greatly niisses
yHd & npunibey
with theily dear mother,
He dlso leaves one sister, Mrs.
the Toid bless thenmi in thelr
then to his will,

"Phe funieral services were held at his late home,
where the writer, who was his pastor, tried to
speak to the comfort of the bereaved. Interment
Wad in the Fairview Cenietéry. G. R.

et -4 ~ RS

MRS. MARY A. MURPHY, our sister in Christ,
departed thig carthly life at the hoine of her somn,
near Herndon, Wairfax County, Virginia, December
20th, 1980. She was the widow of .our late brother
Hiram Murphy, who died in 1903, and who was
long a dcacon iix the Frying Pan Church. She was
the daughter of Percy W. and Mildred Morehead,
and was one of ten children. Of these ten children
but one is Ieft to survive his sister, our good friend
Mr. T.ewis Morehead, who resides in his nephew’s
home. Sister Murphy was born in Fauquier
County, Virginia, July 8rd, 1844. She was baptized
into the Upper Broad Run Church by Elder J. L.
Purington many years ago. I have not the date.
In April, 1883, she united by letter with Frying
Pan Church, having married brother Murphy and
moved to within the bounds of the ¥rying Pan
Churcli. She leaves one son, Mr. Joseph Murphby,
two ' step-daughters, Mrs. Lewis Morehead and
Mrs. Elbort Futchison, also four grandsons and
several nieces and nephews., Sister Murphy was
blessed with a clear diseriminating mind in the
thingg of God, and loved to talk on spiritual things
with any interested in those things. She was
sound in the faith and could readily detect truth
from érror. Many have been the comforting visits
I have had in her home, many have been the times
she has cheered my falnting heart and encouraged
me when I have heen disspirited. ¥er home was
always open to her brethren and she loved to see
their faces and to greet them with tender expres-
sions of her Jove and fellowship for them in Christ.
Her husband was one of the best deacons ever
the church has had, and she was a deacon’s true
wife. One by one these pillars in the house of the
Lord seem to be taken from us and carried within
thé church tritmphant there to dwell with Christ,
but their going is a sad and irreparable loss to the
church militant. She will be greatly missed in
both the famnily and the church, but we are greatly
comforted in the assurance that she is at rest
and at peace with Jesus her Savior.

At the fufieral we tried to speak from portions
of the fourteenth chapter of John, and sang one
of hor favorite hymns, number 367 (Beche’s col-

lection). Burial was in the cemetery at Falirfax,
Virginia. May the Lord minister unto all wlho
mouriz, the word of reconciliation to his divine
will.

ALSO,

MRS. ANNIE PALMER, our sister in Christ,
departed this present life at the home . of her
daughter, Mrs. John Furr, Bloomfield, Virginia,
Januvary Tth, 1931. She was born December 9th,
1839, her stay on earth being 91 years, 1 month
and 28 days. Ier parents were Norval and Mar-
garet Silcott. Her husband was Thomas T. Pal-
mer, to whom she was married March G6th, 1868.
She was baptized by Elder J. N. Badger in July,
18717, into the Ebenezer Old School Baptist Church,
Loudoun County, Virginia. She leaves three chil-
dren: Mrs. John Furry, at whose home she passed
away, Wade H, Palmer, of Upperville, Va., and
William C. Palmer, of Ballston, Va. She is sur-
vived by one brother and four sisters: T. J. Silcott,
Washington, D. C., Mrs. Hume Duvall, Mrs. Emnia
Humphrey, Migs Jennie Silcott, all of Washing-
ton, D. C.; sister Margaret Oliver, wife of brother
John . Oliver, of Herndon, Va. She also leaves
eight grandchildren. ¥or several years prior to
her death sister Palkmer was very feeble in mind,
but seemed to be fairly strong in body up to within
a. few weeks of her death., She had wonderful
vitality and such strength of physique that her
body outlasted her mind. A few imonths ago my
wife and I called to see her. She did not remem-
ber who we were, but while there we sang some
old hymus, and as we did so her face lighted up
with recognition of them and she urged us to
keep on singing them. 'Thus it did seem that
despite her inability to recognize the faces of her
friends, and of her own family, there was still
lingering in her soul the remcmbrance of those
things pertainig to her faith and hope in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The natural mind is bound to fail
if we live long enough, but the wvigor of the-
spiritual mind belongs to eternity and knows no
weakness. Her daughter, Mrs. John Furr, at-
tended hier mother with such patient and unselfish
devotion as it has seldom been our privilege to
witness. With Mrs. Furr, her dear mother was
first in her thoughts always and everything else
in the home gave way to the comfort and "well~
being of her aged and feeble mother. She will
sadly miss this mother and it will be very hard
indeed to get used to doing without her, great
care though she was. The Lord is able to heal
with the oil of hiis heavenly consolations. May he
pour his healing balm into the souls of his sor-
rowing ones and reconcile them to his divine will.
It is far better for our dear sister to have bheen
released from the bonds of mortality- and to be
with Jesus whom she loved. May we tluly say
and feel, The Lord’s will be done.

The funeral was preached at the home wh_ere‘
she died, burial in the cemetery at Ehenezer, the
place she Toved so well for tho truth's sake. |

. 11, H, L.
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JOHMN WM. SCARBOUROUGH, our brother in
Christ, was born April Tth, 1860, and died Novem-
ber 23rd, 1980, in his seventy-first year. He leaves
to mourn his departure his widow, ¥Xlla, one
sister, Rosa Mulberry, and one brother, William,
of Missouri, also a step-soun, Buford Norton, and
several  step-grandchildren, besides a host of
brethren and friends. Brother John rceeived a
hope in Christ in the spring of 1883, after several
vears spent like Saul of Tarsus, finding fault and
persccuting the church, was anade witling in the
day of His power and camc very humbly to the
church called Elk Liek, Scott County, Kentucky,
was received, and baptized by Elder J. M. Theo-
hald, then pastor, the second Saturday in May,
1883, and ever after lived according to his profes-
sjonn, and was a sound, orderly and respected
brother. It has heen my pleasure to have known
him and sister Scarbourough for about ten years,
and I always found him just the same, ever con-
tending for the faith once delivered unto the
saints, and always attending the meetings. IHis
counsel was wise, and the welfare of the church
was his chiet aim in life. As a business man, he
was respected by all who knew him. He wag in
poor heaith for several weeks, but bore his suffer-
ing with patience, I called to see him just a few
days bhefore he died, and he wished me to stay
over and have a meeting at his house, and, lying
in hig bed, he sang, “Amaszing grace, how sweet
the sound,” much to the surprise of the friends
present, and after I had spoken he spoke of the
wonderful way the Lord had led bhim in this life,
manifesting full assurance that the T.ord would
not forsake him, and that some time lie would hear
his voice and see him as he is and be like him
and be satisfied. Oh Trow we will miss him! His
place is vacant, never to he filled, but we feel our
loss is his gain, May the Lord cnable us ail to
say, Thy will, O Lord, be done.

Writtenn by request.

ALSO,

ROBERT T. WILSON wus born- September,
1877, and died December 11th, 1929, aged 52 ycars.
He leaves to mourn his departure his wife, sister
Fannie, two daughters, Nora- and Norma, his aged
father and mother, both members of the Old
Sehool Baptist Church at Sadieville, Kentucky.
Brother “Boh,” as we all called him, received a
hope in the Savior, and was received and baptized
the sccond Saturday in September, 1909, by Elder
C. C. More, and- for twenty years was a very
gteadfast, reliable and sound Baptist, loved by his
brethren for his faith and walk, by all his friends
for- his honest and upright dealings. Ie will be
sadly missed by all, but he had filled his mission
here and the Lord called himy home.. May the
Tord bless ali who mourn.. . N

Blder P. ' W. Sawin, lhe pastor, spoke to a large
congregation of brethren and friends, after. which
the ‘body was laid to rest in the cemetery near hy.
- Written by request of the Elk Lick Church,

L ALSO,

JOHN L. MULBERRY, our brother in Christ,
was born May 8th, 1850, and died November 3rd,
1930, in his eighty-first year. Ide joined the Old
School Baptist Chureh called Elk Lick the first
Saturday in December, 1886, and was baptized by
Elder George S. Weaver, then pastor of the church.
Brother John was a man quite peculiar in his
ways, sound in the faith and very attentive to his
mectings as long as he was able. He was in fail-
ing health for several years and suffered much.
His wife and children were very attentive to him
and his every need was attended to, but his al-
lotted time had come and he was gathered home.
Their pastor, Elder P. W. Sawin, not being able
to attend, no funeral service was held. He was
laid to rest in the Porter Cemetery, there to await
the call of the Master in the resurrection. May
the Tord comfort the widow, the children, the
brethren in the church and the many friends.

Written by request.

GEORGE L. WEAVER.
e G——e .

JULIA SHARP MYERS, my beloved wife, de-
parted this life Sunday night, October 12th, 1930.
She " was born October 29th, 1858, .in Richmond,
Massachusetts, where we were married November
Ist, 1871. She joined the Congregationalists, of
which denomination her father, John A. Sharp,
was deacon for many years, when she was sixteen
years of age. She surely lived an exemplary,
christian life, was a believer in a supreme God,
predestination and all the fundamental points of
doetrine of the Primitive Baptists, and stood for
what the Bible says. She was a good friend and
neighbor, as was attested by the many friends she
made wherever she went, who loved and rcspected
her, and now mwourn her departure. She often re-
quested the lady who took care of and nursed her
during the last year of her sickness to sing tiwe
hymn, “God will take care of you,” and we feel
shie Is “in the arms of Jesus,” “a child of Jehovah,
a subject of grace” September 21st, 1927, I went
out of the house about nine o’clock in the morn-
ing, leaving her at her work, seemingly in her
usual health. An hour or so later I came in and
not seeing her, I looked around and found her
lying on the floor in the bed room, and as T iifted
her and placed her on the bed I discovered she
was entirely helpless in her right side, was para-
lyzed, from which she never recovered, but grew
gradually worse until the end peacefully came.
Wednesday n. m., October 18th, we laid her away
in the Riverside Cemetery here in Pierre, South
Dakota., The many kind acts and the beautiful
flowers attested thie esteem and sympathy of the

community. Scven children were born to us, all
of whom are living and were present at the
funeral. The e¢hildren are Mrs., K. M.. DuBois,

Trout Creek, Montana; Mrs. . R. Riggle, Pierre,
Sonth Dakota; John T. Myers, Rapid City, South
Dalkota; Mrs. TLuella M. Babbitt, Omaha, Ne-
braska; James (. Myers, I't. Pierre, South Dakota;
Granville 8. Myers, Munchester, Towa; Mrs, Mar-
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garet M. Anderson, Rapid City, South Dakota.
We are very lonely and sad, but feel to say, Our
Father who art in heaven, thy will be done.

I was horn September 19th, 1847, near Liocktown,
New Jersey. The third Sunday .in September,
1866, I was baptized by Elder Gabriel Conklin and
given the right hand of fellowship into the King-
wood Church, at Locktown, New Jersey.

ELISHA R. MYERS.

MRS. MATTIE P. JAMES (nee Stovall), our
dear sister in Christ, answered the Master’s call
from earth-to her reward October 27th, 1930. She
was born in Fayette County, Alabama, July 22nd,
1854, She leaves two daughters, one son, and =
brother to mourn the loss of a dear mother and
sister, together with the membership of her
church, and a host of friends. The daughters are
Mrs. A, P. Windom, Oklahoma City, Okla.,Mrs.
Walter Hooker, Hobart, Okla.; the son, Mr. Stovall,
lives near Sayre, Okla., with whom she made her
home, and the brother, J. I.. McClug, Ventura,
California. Sister James united with the Original
Predestinarian  Baptist Church, in Hardiman
County, Tennessee, and was baptized by the late
Elder James Day. In the year 1900 she moved to
Oklahoma, and ilater cast her lot with Hopewell
Church, .near Reed, Okla., and lived a faithful
member of that church until separated from us by
death, but her godly conversation and faithfulness
to her church and love toward the saints of God
will long live in the memory of those who wor-
shiped with her. Sister Jones was always ready
to give a reason for her hope, not claiming any
eredit to herself, hut always pointing to the im-
puted righteousness of Christ, he being the author
and finisher of her faith, ‘With these evidences
we can.say, Another mother in Israel has gone to
join that Dlood-washed throng, there to sing
praises to Father, Son and ever-blessed Spirit for
ever and ever. Amen. I will say to those who
mourn after her, Wish her not back on earth
again, hut rather rejoice in the sweet promises
of God that are hers through Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Writtenn by her pastor at the request of the
family. W. N. GREEN.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HELP SEND THE
‘“SIGNS’’ TO THE POOR OF THE
FLOCK AND TO AID THE ¢ SIGNS.”

Durwood H. Bradley, Texas, $1; Mrs. Georgia
Carruthers, Va., $2; Mrs. Mary K. Furman, N. Y.,
$2; J. ¥. Shambaugh, Ohio, $1; Paul T. Leigh, N.
J., $1; Mrs. T. H. Young, Ohio, $3; Woburm
Chureh, Mass., $5; Duncan R. Blaek, Canada, $3;
HErnest Davis, Del, $1; R. 'T. Turner, Cal., $3; Mrs.
M. A. Somers, Va.,. $1; Sarah J. Dishong, Pa., $3;
Mrs. J. D. Shafer, N, Y., $1; J. 8. Keller, Kan., $1;
Mrs. BEthel M, Werner, N, J., $4; "A friend,” N.
Y., $1.

MEETINGS.

E B EN EZ E R
OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHUROH,
IN
NEW YORK CITY.
Meetings every Sanday at 168 Hast
70th Streer, Manhattan.

Avenue,

11:00 A, M. 2:00 P, M,
To all who are seeking the truth, a cor-
dial invitation is extended to meet with

Near Lexington

us.

——

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH,

13156 Columbia Avenue
(Park Avenue Hall)
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Meeting First and Third Sundays

At 10:30 A, M.
ALL WELCOME

We have kept up a monthly meeting for some
time in the past, and hope, by the grace of God,
to be favored to continue to meet every second
Sunday in each month at 3617 Veteran Avenue,
Palms Station, near Culver City, (California. May
this bear a cordial invitation to all who believe
in grace and salvation by grace to meet with us
on the stated time. )

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. BERRY.

The Bethel Chureh of Chicago meets, the Lord
willing, on the first Sunday of each month at the
home of sister E. Brunow, 411 N. Ridgeway Ave-
nue, and on the second, third and fourth Sundays
at the home of brother W, N. Spitler, 11332 South
St. Louls Avenue, Chicago. By street car, 111th
Street and Sacramento Avenue car to end of line.
By auto, from 111th Street Highway south on
Kedzie Avenue to 114th Street. The fifth Sundays”
are by appointment. All lovers of the truth are
invited to meet with us, Pastors, Elders Jones
and Janes,

(MR8.) EMMA E. BRUNOW, Clerk.
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OLIVE & HURLEY OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH

2 p. w.
All who are seeking the trath are

cordially invited,

Little Flock Regular Predestinarian Baptlst
Church of Southern Californla meets cevery first
and third Sunday at the Sweedish XLutheran
church-house, on the southeast corner of Elev.
enth and Orange Streets, at 1 p. m.

J. W. HAYNES, Moderator,
495 Wast TIfth Street, Riverside, California.

Mount Vernon Church meets the f{irst Sunday in
each month in Robertson’s Hall, 4th and Broadway
Ave., Arlington, Washington. All day service with
tunch at noon. Morning service begins at 10:30. All
ate invited.

8. B, MOFFITT, Pastor.

Mrs. Crnara E. GeyTRY, Clerk, Marysville, Wash.

"Tuw Shiloh Old School Baptist Church, of Wash.
ington, D. C., holds.her meetings on the third Sun.
" day in each month, in Pythian Temple, 1012 Ninth
Bt N. W., at 3 o'clock p. m. Take clevator to fourth
fHoor.  All lovers of truth are invifed to meet with us,

JOSHUA T. ROWE, Pastor

Tpe Cane Run Predestinarian Old School Bap-
tist Church, of Turners Station, Kentucky, meets
every third Sunday, and Saturday before, of each
mouth, at 10:3¢ a. m, also, the Sulphur Ferk
Church of Cambpbellsburg, Xentucky, of the same
faith and order, meets every third Sunday, and
Saturday before, of each month, at 2:30 p. m.

GEO, L. WEAVER, Pastor.

Mt. Zion Clinrch, Weslaco, Texas, invites all lovers
of the truth to meet with us on the fourth Sunday
each month, at High School Building,

E. B. AULT, Churech Clerk,

Cedar Creek Church mects every fourth Sunday: at
10:30:a. m., at the home of Dr, Thomas Stakley, 7029
59th Ave., S. E., Portland, Oregon, Take Mt. Scott
car at First and Alder Streets, get off at Tremont
Station and go one block west. Lunch at noon.

: 8. B. MOFFITT, Pastor,
J. B. SaLLex, Clork.

SELF-PRONOUNCING BIBLE

These Bibles are printed on a good quality of
paper, in large, clear type, and contain Margiual
References, a complete system of helps, with a good
Concordance, and mauny other things which space
will not permit ns to mentiou. Size of page 8§x63
inches. Bound in ¥Freuch Seal Leather, with ex-

tendod covers, red under gilt edge.

Flat” Bioding on these Bibles is far superior to any
method of binding yet devised., Its many advan-
tages over all other Bible bindings will he at once
apparent, The Bible will lie open absolutely flat:
The back of the Bible will at all times retain its
shape, With this perfect binding the Bible will not
break in the back. This is a Bible we know will
please our people. Price $4.50 each. Postage paid
by us, Any person wishing one of these books can
seeure oue by sending us eight new yearly subscrip-
tions,

The ¢ Open

J. B, BEEBE & CO.,
MipprurowN, Orange Co,, N, Y.

“FEAST OF FAT THINGS.

This pamphlet containg the following articles,
viz: First, “Minutes of the Proceedings and Reso-
lutions, Drafted by the Particular Baptists, con-
vened at Black Rock, Md., September 28, 1832,” at
which time the division (“or split”) took place
between the Old School and the New School Bap-

tists. Second, The “Everlasting Task for Arminl-
ans.” By the late Elder Wm. Gadsby, of England.
Third, “A Dream~Tour Through the Arminian

Heaven.,” DBy TElder H, M. Curry. = Fourth,
“Iatalism.”’ By Bider H. M. Curry. Fifth, “The
Celestial Railroad.” "This allegory, after the style
of “Bunyan’'s Pilgrim's Progress,” is written to
show what wonderful improvements have been
made since his day, in journeying to the “Celes-
tial City.” Please do not confound this with the
Arninian poetical effusion of the same. title.
Sixth, “A Riddle” By the late Elder Gilbert
Becbe. All the above six articles are bound in one
pamphlet of 12§ pages, In handsomely colored
paper covers, and cloth binding.

Clothh binding 75¢ each. Paper covers, single
copy 25 cents; b copies $1.00; 12 copies $2.00. All
to be ordered at one time, and all to the same
address. Cash in all cases to accompany the

order. Address, )
J, &, BEEBE & CO.,
MIppLETOWN, Orange Co., N. Y.

HYMN BOOKS.

(BEEBK’S COLLECTION.)

‘These books contain 800 pages and 1311 hymus
carefully selected by the late Elder @ilbert Beebe,
especially for use in the Old School or Primitive
Baptist charches of America, Also an alphabetical
index of the first line of each hymn, Cloth binding.
Price, $1.25 each. One dozen or more, ordered at the
same time and all to the same address, one dollar
each, Cash must accompany orders, Make checks

aud money orders payable to
J. E. BEEBE & CO.

MippLETOWN, N, Y.
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CORR‘ESPONDENCE.“
THE PROMISED KINGDOM.

“HEARKEN, my beloved brethren, Hatlh not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to
them that love him?’-—James ii. 5.

I wish to say in the outset, that belief
of the truth as it is revealed in the
Scriptures does not lay us under the
necessity of ignoring common sense
reasoning and the facts of history. All
- history, if only we were able to properly
mterpret it and understand it, is but
Divine prophecy fulfilled. Holy men
of God were moved by the Holy Ghost
to foretell or prophesy future events
as they come to pass in this time world.
It was prophesied by Daniel that in the
time of the Gentile reign, or at the time
of the breaking in pieces of the fect and
toes of the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s
(]réam, which feet and toes symbolized
the remaining fragmentary parts of the
ten kingdoms into which the Roman
empire was divided in the fifth centary
after Christ, the God of heaven would
set up a kingdom that should never be
destroyed, but that it should “break in

pieces and consume all these kingdoms
and stand for ever.”—Dan. ii. 44.
When Daniel came to speak further of
this kingdomi, he said, “And the king-
dom and dominion, and greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints
of the Most Fligh, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom.” T take it as for
granted that the saints of the Most
High shall receive the kingdom which
God hath promised them; and since
the kingdom that is to be given to the
people of the saints of the Most High
1s an everlasting kingdom, I conclude
that the kingdom they shall receive is
the kingdom ‘God will set up “in the
days of these kings” because that king-
dom shall never be destroyed and shali
stand forever, therefore, an everlasting
kingdom.

It should be ecarcfully noted that
James does not say the poor of this
world rich in faith whom God hath
chosen, are heirs of the kingdom which
he hath gioen them, but heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promised them.
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Jesus, speaking unto his disciples on
one .occasion, said, “Fear not, little
flock; for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
James tells us that God hath promised
to give the kingdom
him, and Jesus tells us that it is God’s
-good pleasure fo give them the king-
‘dom ; and Daniel tells us that the king-
-dom shall be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High. FEvidently,
God had not yet given the kingdom to
those disciples of Jesus whom he taught
to pray as follows: “After this manner
therefore pray ye: Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,” &e. If the king-
dom God had promised to them that
love him had already been given them
and was a spiritual kingdom set up in
their hearts, as some believe and teach;
if the promised kingdom had already
come, why should Jesus have instructed
them to pray after such manner? Why
should he tell them to pray, Thy king-
dom come? 'The inquiry that would
naturally arise in our mind is this:
When shall the saints of (od, those
who love him, receive the kingdom of
which they are heirs and which God
hath promised them? T believe that the
time when God’s people shall receive
the kingdom God hath promised them
is made very clear in the language of
Jesus recorded in Matthew xxv. 31-34:
“When the Son of man shall come in
his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne
of his glory: and before him shall be
gathered all nations; and he shall sep-
arate them one from another, as a shep-

to them that love

herd divideth his sheep from the goats:
and he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left. Then
shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world.”  Trom this language of the
dear Savior it appears that the fact is
clearly made out and established that
the sheep of God, them that love him
and who are heirs of the kingdom God
has promised them, shall enter into the
kingdom to inherit and possess it at one
and the same time, and that time will
not be until the coming of Christ, when
he shall sit as King upon the throne of
his glory. Then, and not until then,
shall the people of the saints of the
Most High be given the kingdom God
had promised to them, the kingdom
which it is the pleasure of their heav-
enly Father to give to them. May I
not say with eharity to all that it only
requires common sense to understand
that the “little flock” and the “king-
dom” that God gives them are two
different things? We believe, and so
it is eonceded by all who believe that
Christ established his visible church
here on earth while here among the
children of men, that the “little flock”
was and is his visible church; that God’s
manifest children united and gathered
together in church covenant and chris-
tian fellowship are the church of Jesus
Christ in its local, militant state here
on earth; and that when Jesus said to
the little flock that it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom,
he did not mean giving the church to
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itself or putting the church within
itself. It is contended by some that the
kingdom Daniel said God would set up
in “the days of these kings” and the
kingdom promised of God to them that
love him, and the kingdom Jesus in-
structed his disciples to pray for, are a
spiritual kingdom which God sets up
in the hearts of his people in the work
of the new birth. One Scripture they
rely upon to sustain this contention is
found recorded in Luke xvii. 20, 21:
“And when he was demanded of the
Pharisces, when the kingdom of God
should come, he answered them and
said, The kihgdom of God cometh not
with observation; neither shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the
kingdom of God is within you.” It
should be observed that Jesus was not
addressing these words to his disciples,
but to the Pharisees who rejected him.
It would seem that in the hearts of the
Pharisees would be the last place we
should expect God to set up a spiritual
kingdom. Since it would be obviously
absurd to insist that the kingdom of
God was within thosc self-righteous
Pharisces, we shall have to depend
upon the meaning of language to give
us light upon this text of Seripture.
The word basilcia, rendered kingdom,
is also rendered king or royal majesty.
The Emphatic Diaglot renders the pas-
sage thus: “God’s ryoyal majesty is
among you.” 'This is very plain and
must be the obvious meaning of the
text, because that is in harmony with
every other passage velating to the
kingdom of God. Jesus did not mean
to answer ‘the Pharisces and tell them

when the kingdom of God should come,
he only said, “The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation,” and that
is even the case. The kingdom of God,
called the kingdom of heaven, has been
coming in preparation from the foun-
dation of the world and the world
observeth it not; nay, but few of God’s
people have observed its preparation
and coming cven now. In this the last
days of the Geentile order of the world,
but few of God’s children are given to
see the signs of Christ’s appearing,-and
kingdom. We should keep in mind
that the kingdom to be given to the
people of the saints of the Most High
is “prepared for them from the foun-
dation of the world.” The preposition
“from” notes the time when the king- -
dom began to be prepared for them. If

we admit that God is the great first

ause, and concede the rule of cause and
effeet as beginning with him and run-
ning through all future ages, we have
to admit that God Almighty, the great
I AM, had some fixed and predeter-
mined end to reach and purpose to
fulfill with and through all things
coming to pass from the beginning of
time to the end of the Gentile order;

| . .
~and that from the morning of time, all
“things have moved certainly and un-

crringly toward and unto the most holy
end he had before determined and
specially relating to his objective, to
finally set up his everlasting kingdom
and gather his people into it to possess
it as their promised habitation forever
and ever. The kingdom of God which
he will set up in “the days of these
kings,” and which shall be given to the




52

SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

people or saints of the Most Iigh as
their inheritance and final habitation,
must be a country ruled by a king, with
God’s redeemed and resurrected people
as its subjects. With this thought and
understanding of the promised king-
dom, we may truly believe that the
kingdom promised them that love God
shall be the very country or land which
God promised unto Abraham and his
seed and which the law given four
hundred and thirty years after, could
not disannul that the promise should be
of non effect. Let us hear Paul testify
concerning the promise God made to
Abraham and his seed: “Ior the prom-
ise, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or his
seed, through the law, but through
the rvighteousness of faith.” It us
now learn what the promise was thab
God made to Abraham and to his seed,
which is Christ. In Genesis, twelfth
chapter, we read, “Now the Lord had
said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, unto a land
that T will shew thee. * * * So Abram
departed, as the Lord had spoken unto
him; and Lot went with him. * * *
And they went forth to go into the land
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan
they came. * * * And the Lord ap-
peared unto Abram and said, Unto
thy seed will I give this land.” Adfter
Abraham and Lot were separated and
oceupied different sections of the coun-
try, God said unto Abraham again,
“Lift up now thine eyes, and look from
the place where thou art, northward,
and southward, and ecastward, and

westward: for all the land which thou
scest, to thee will T give it, and to thy
sced for ever.” Again, in Genesis, fif-
teenth chapter, we read, “In the same
day, the Lord made a covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I
given this land.” Again, in Genesis,
scventeenth chapter, the Lord says, “I
will establish my covenant between me
and thee, and thy seed after thee, * * *
And T will give unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee, the land wherein thou
art a stranger, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession; and I
will be their God.” This covenant
which God established with Abraham
and his seed is the first covenant men-
tioned in the Scriptures carrying the
promise of an inheritance, this is the
same covenant of which Paul was
speaking when he declared the law
could not disannul it that the promise
should be made of none effect. So
Jod’s promise that Abraham and his
sced should possess the land which
Abraham’s eyes beheld, still stands with
nothing that can disannul it; and just
as sure as it is that God cannot lie, so
sure is it that Abraham and Israel and
all the joint-heirs with Christ, shall
possess that land.

Now let us hear the testimony of
Stephen relative to this promised pos-
session: “Men, brethren, and fathers,
hearken; The God of glory appeared
unto your fatherAbraham when he was
in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in
Charran, and said unto him, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kin-
dred, and come into the land which I
shall shew thee. Then came he out of



SITGNS OF THR

TIMES. 53

the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in
Charran: and from thence, when his
father was dead, he removed him into
this land, wherein ye now dwell. And
he gave him none inheritance in it, no
not so much as to set his foot on: yet he
promised that he would give it to him
for a possession, and to his sced after
him.”—Acts vii. 2-5. "The words which
God spake to Abraham when making
his covenant or promise to give him and
his seed a particular land or country
for an everlasting possession, and the
words of Paul and Stephen relative to
that covenant, are all too plain and
positive to leave any doubt in our minds
as to what shall be the final happy home
and habitation of Christ and his people;
and it is taught equally plain and posi-
tive by the Savior in Matthew xxv.
31-34, that the time when Christ and
the joint-heirs with him shall possess
that promised land, country or king-
dom is when Christ comes back to raise
the dead, make up his jewels and pos-
sess them with eternal life which God
that cannot lie promised before the
world began. Then will be the time
Jesus spake of when he said, “Many
shall come from the east and west, and
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven,”
Yes,; Abraham will be there to live with
Jesus and all the redeemed children of
the Lord, because God promised it and
he will fulfill his promise. When
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and those
who shall sit down with them in the
kingdom of heaven are given that
promised land they shall not sit down
in the hearts of God’s children; but

they would have to sit down in the
hearts of God’s children if so be that
the “kingdom” God shall set up and
the kingdom he hath promised to them
that love him, is a spiritual kingdom
set up in the hearts of God’s people.
Neither will Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
and the rest of God’s chosen and resur-
rected people be taken away from the
earth when Jesus comes, unto a prom-
ised land somewhere in infinite space
in the heavens above. Abraham was
not standing upon the earth in a land
somewhere in the heavens above when
God said to him, “Lift up now thine
eyes, and look from the place where
thou art, northward, and southward,
and eastwaird, and westward; for all the
land which thou scest, to thee will 1
give it, and to thy seed for ever.”

(Concluded neaxt number.)

e ———

LexiNceToN, Ky., Jan, 4, 1931,

Dzrar Korrors:—I am inclosing a
good letter just received from our
precious brother and fellow-laborer,
Elder J. W. McClanahan, and I do
hope our brethren who arve blessed with
plenty of this world’s goods will min-
ister unto him in his old age and infirm-
ity, remembering the words of Jesus:
As oft as ye did it unto one of these
little ones ye did it unto me. Read all
the connection.

I often think of my visit to the east-
ern associations, nearly fifty-two years
ago. I attended the Delaware, Dela-
ware River and Warwick Associations.
That was in 1879. The Warwick was
held at Warwick, N. Y., and Elder
Pollard, of Canada, was serving the
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church that year. There were twenty-
three Elders attending the Association,
and Flder Smoot, of Virginia, and
myself are the only ones living of that
number. I visited Canada for the first
time in October, 1886, and I think there
are but two members living who were
members then. Tt is sad indeed to
think of the changes, but the word de-
clares he will not be left without a
witness.

I desire to speak of our family, and
I want only to speak to the praise and
glory of God’s grace and mercy. There
were ten children, who lived to be
grown, six sons and four daughters,

and all became members of the church; |

also those who married into the family,
exeept one, and three were ordained
Elders. My father and mother united
with the old Lewis Creeck Church, in
Shelby County, Indiana, I think in
1832. Karly in 1850 other members of
the family united with the church. In
May, 1859, brother John united, he
being in bhis twenty-second year, and
began preaching the following Decem-
ber. With an older sister, I united in
September. I was in my sixteenth
vear, and I began preaching in Decem-
ber, 1861, in my eighteenth year. I
was called the boy preacher, and I feel
I have never grown beyond a boy
preacher. My brother and I (in years
of preaching) are the oldest that can
be found: he seventy-one years and I
sixty-nine. Brother Isaac, the other
minister in our family, began preaching
in 1868,, and finished his labors in 1909.
My brother John G. and myself are

the only members of our family left.!

He will be ninety-three March 1st, and
on January 2nd I passed my eighty-
seventh mile stone. Tor more than
seven years I have been totally blind
to natural things, but not to the truth
as it is in Christ Jesus. 1 love to hear
it preached in all its fullness, and I yet
try in my fecble way to preach, as the
door of my utterance is opened to me.
I do not attempt to go out in the win-
ter, although my general health is good
and I would be as active as ever if 1
could see. I want to thank all the dear
ones who so kindly write me. I appre-
ciate your good letters; they strengthen
me and help me bear up under my great
affliction, and I want to say to you all,
Do not forget those who are shut in;
your visits and encouraging words will
do them good.

As far back as I ean remember, back
in 1850, the Stans came to my father’s
home, and T have been a reader more
than seventy vears.

I have writtent this at the request of
some of the brethren who desived to see
a short history of our family published
in the Staxs. May this be a prosperous
vear for you, and may the grace of our
Tiord Jesus be with youn all. Tarewell.

In hope, and longing to lay my
armor by, from the least of all,

P.W. SAWIN.

(DrcraTeD.)

Pocs, W. Va., Jan. 1, 1931,
Drar Broraer SawiNn:—When 1
wrote you some time ago I promised
to write you again soon, so I am mak-
ing an effort to comply with my prom-
ise. 'While I do not feel to have the
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liberty and freedom of mind I would ;this world was unalterably settled in
wish to have, consequently will have to heaven; the time and place of his birth

draw the bow of venture, leaving the
event with the GGod of heaven and earth.
Last night as 1 lay on my bed I felt
much impressed to write you a few
lines, as much Secripture was presented
to my mind. I felt to rejoice in the
beauty of many quotations as they were
presented to my mind. David, the
sweet singer in Isracl, by the Holy
Spirit said, “The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures: he leadeth me
" beside the still waters. Ile restoreth
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.” To
me the beauty of this Scripture is that
the Loord Jesus Christ, the great Shep-
herd of his flock, is a whole and com-
plete Savior, and his redeemed family
sce him the fairest among ten thousand
and the One altogether lovely. Out of
perfection beauty hath shined. Yes,
he hath shined into their hearts, which
gives them the knowledge of the truth,
as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ.
There is nothing lacking on the part of
our great and complete Savior, who
hath done all things well. Paul says,
‘Who hath saved us, and called us with
an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own pur-
pose and grace given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began. We believe
that the fullness of the Godhead dwelt
in Jesus. He was clothed with power
and authority to do the will of his
Father. Of himself he said, I came not
to do mine own will, but the will of my
Father who sent me. Fis mission into

were fixed; also his suffering and death
were as certainly fixed. 'The Father
made choice of a portion of the fallen
sons and daughters of Adam’s posterity
and gave them grace in Christ before
the world began, and for that reason
Paul could say, The foundation of God
standeth surc, having this seal, The
L.ord knoweth them that are his. Now
what concerns me most is, Am T one
of those embraced in this wonderful
plan of salvation? Forever, O Lord,
thy word is settled in heaven. So there
is nothing left undone or wanting by
our precious Jesus, and Shepherd of
his flock, for he hath perfected forever
them that are sanctified and sct apart
by God the Father to this end, that they
should be holy and without blame
before him in love, having predestinated
them unto the adoption of children ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will.

Now, my precious brother, we are
both getting old; our voices will be:
heard no more on earth when we have
finished the race set before us. We
often retrace our steps carefully, hopmg
it will be ours to hear that blessed voice
saying, Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
before the foundation of the world. I
am so feeble that I cannot gather my
wandering mind together to write you
as I had thought.
very lonely at times, and at other times

I sit here feeling

there are many sweet crumbs of com-
fort drop from my Master’s table that.
revive my weary soul. I would love to.
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see you again, but am not likely to this
side of eternity.
From one who loves you for the
truth’s sake,
J. W McCLANAHAN.

ZACCHEUS.
(Luxe xix.)

Zaccurus was  a Jew, and chief
among the publicans. A publican was
a tax collector for the Roman govern-
ment, to which Palestine was tributary.
Those publicans often mmposed unjust
taxes, for which they were hated of the
Jews, and therefore called siners.
Hence the frequent phrase in the New
Testament, “publicans and sinners.”
But Zaccheus, although rich, was not
an exactor of unjust taxes, as most of
them were, and thereby as a class were
rich.  God had put a desire in Zac-
cheus’ heart, a great desire, to see Jesus.
After that happened Jesus was o pass
by the home of this little fellow. Never
vet was there a desire to see Jesus but
Jesus must be seen. God in his provi-
dence so ordered that Jesus must pass
that way. In John v. 17, Jesus says,
“My Father worketh hitherto, and I
Agreeable to his Iather’s
order, he passes by that Zaccheus may
sce him.  But to Zaccheus a sight of
Jesus seemed, at fivst, impossible, for
he sought to see him, but those big fel-
lows who surrounded Jesus hid him
fromt his view. Oh yes, and he was so
small of stature. It was thus with him
before Jesus came his way, and in your
experience you were made to feel less
than the least of all saints before you
got a sight of Jesus as your Savior; you

work.”

were stripped of all your greatness
first, so you would be a worthy host to
entertain such a guest, the equal for
royalty the world never knew. But
notwithstanding Zaccheus” known lit-

tleness and the big fellows who
thronged Jesus he must see him. He

now runs and climbs that sycamore
tree, so he would be sure and get a view
of Jesus. That little fellow may have
been laughed at by those big men as
they watched him vun.  Old School
Baptists have been laughed at for put-
ting forth extra efforts, as brother Zac-
cheus did, in running fifty or a hundred
miles to a meeting to see Jesus. That
sycamore tree was as much in God’s
providence, on the spot, as was Zac-
cheus, or Jesus himself. Zaccheus made
an extra cffort to see Jesus, and he saw
him by getting into the top of that pre-
destined tree.  God gave him knowl-
edge that it was the vight tree, for Jesus
was to pass that way. We often run
in vain after this ever-successful one
has been scen.  As it was with brother
Zaccheus, we never get too small to lose
that desire, and when we get as small
as brother Zaccheus we are going to -
make an extra effort to see him, and
then Jesus passes our way. Zaecheus
didd not climb that tree to be seen of
that great compauny, nor to be seen of
Jesus, but only to see Jesus, and what
a glorious personage. Joy filled his
heart at the sight of him. By faith he
knew Dbefore he climbed the tree that
Jesus” majesty as the blessed Son of
God would manifest him in the midst
of that marching company. But, won-
derful surprise, that Jesus should give
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him attention. What unexpected joy | Jesus; no, not so much as get a look at
was yours when Jesus took favorablehim for the press, but now Jesus makes
notice of you. Still greater grows the room for him in the throng, the _cofn—
glory when Jesus calls him by name, | pany is not in his way now. So with
Zaccheus. We are taught in John x. 8, | you, when you came down from your
that Jesus calls his own sheep by name | tree your previous hmdmnces were
and leads them out. Zaccheus, for joy,|gone. The first thing Aaccheus (hd
answers not a word. Rhoda knew | when out of the tree was to receive
Peter’s voice, but for gladness opened | Jesus joyfully. Zaccheus ‘was not a
not the gate to let him in, but left him  conditionalist; he did not believe that
out in her haste to let the praying saints ' Jesus was offering him the blessmo of
know of Peter’s presence. (Acts xii. his companionship and royal hostage
13, 14.) Zaccheus! No answer for as a reward or pay for Zaccheus' extra
joyful surprise. Make haste and come | effort and great interest in him, for
down, for to-day I must abide at thy |those joyfully received are freely en-
house. Every child of grace has been : tertained. Jesus did not come to board
up in Zaccheus’ tree once in their lives: ; with his saints, nor to barter or trade
when Jesus was first seen by them. As grace for obedience and good works.

with Zaccheus, just that personal did But let us notice how a small befrnmlng
Jesus appear in your individual case, |of God’s grace and favor grew in the
called you by name and led you out of ' case of Zaccheus. At first but a desire

darkness into his marvelous light. He to see Jesus. This prompted a seck-
calls Zaccheus down in haste from that ‘ing, action, running and chmblng the
eminent point of view. He did not ’tree Next a command to come down

lodgc there long, neither did yvou when Then walking and ta,]kmo' with J (35115,
vou had your first sight of Jesus. Zac- followed by entertaining Jesus as a
cheus could not travel with Jesus while royal guest in his house, rmd ‘then
in that sycamore tree; neither could you 'Jesus' announcement that salvation
while you were at the zenith of your |was come to his house. Perh&ps Zac-
glory as it is in Christ. Having re- , cheus thought that the gift of half of
ceived the command to come down he  his goods to the poor, and havmg not
caime down in haste, and so did you. td]&w anything by false accusation
Zaccheus never was in that tree again. "would commend him to Jesus in the
Neither was you ever ushered into such | way of righteousness. Zacchéus in the
celestial glory but once. This is the mention of this did not do it boastfully,
highest heaven in life, and for oncclbut in the gladness of his heart. Iere

only, when for a brief moment joy is ‘we stop a moment to consider that the
not mixed with doubts and fears. Zac- act of giving is prompted, first, to re-
cheus being on earth again, can now ceive prawe of men. (Matt. vi. 2.)

walk with Jesus, so they walk on to- Such is giving se]ﬁshly Then fmm a
gether.  Zaccheus could not get near "moral, unselfish principle, as in the case
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of Publius and his islanders. (Acts
xxviil.) Again, by the grace and Spirit
of God, as when the bounty was raised
for the poor saints at Jerusalem. (Rom.
xv.. 26.) No doubt Zaccheus’ liberal
and. continuous giving was of God, yet
Jesus would have him understand that
the salvation of his house was not for
his unusual liberality, but because he
was g son of Abraham, having the faith
of Abraham and walking in his steps.
(Rom. iv. 12.) Jesus then tells him
that the- Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost. Zaccheus
secks Jesus at first, but it so turned out
that Jesus was seeking him. 'Their
meeting was not aceidental, but a
special appointment of God. Zaccheus
was one of ‘the “lost.” But Jesus abides
at Zaccheus’ house. In spirit he ever
remained-there. So Zaccheus had the
inexpressible joy of entertaining Jesus
at his house ever afterward. Yon ma;

not have a house literally, as Zaccheus
had, in which he entertained Jesus. As
Jesus i,sj-heré no longer as a man, those
of - Abraham’s sons who have houses
cannot entertain Jesus literally. So all
must entertain Jesus alike. ITow? By
administering the necessities of life to
the least of Christ’s brethren. (Matt.
xxv, 40.). But of all who have not
those things to bestow, in whom a will-
ing heart -and spirit is found, Christ
reckons-them his entertainers, as though
they possessed and bestowed their
goods thus. * Here is the way to enter-
tain Jesus, and he taught us to so do
in this text. Tt is hard to realize that
a kind feeling and- desire to administer
to the mecessities of the saints by those

of us who are destitute of those neces-
sities to. give to those in need are the
same as the ministration. of them by
those of us who possess these goods. T
say, it being - thus ‘done. 1t is hard to
realize that itis as if vou-were doing-the
same-to Jesus were he here as a man.
It must be so that our service be as ae-
ceptable as that of our happy: little
brother Zaccheus’ was. It is a most
happy thought that we bear the same
relationship to. Jesus as . Zaccheus.
Christ is not less kind to us than he was
to Zaccheus. Then let us look to. God
in carnest prayer that we receive Jesus
joyfully when he comes in to sup .with
us as he did with Zaccheus. - Zaccheus”
case s our case, not literally, of, course,
as his was, but in-the spirit. - This nar-
-ative is not to be read and laid aside as
though it did not concern us. - It con-
cerns us as often as-we have: occasion to
minister to the needy brethren, actually,
or in the spirit of the case if we have
not this world’s goods. 'This is service
to God and the brethren.. O, brother
Zaccheus, what a shining example Jesus
has made ol thee, shining down through
the centuries. By thee Jesus has
lighted our pathway in a’great meas-
ure, as the -Holy Ghost takes: of the
truth and .essence -of thy story and
shows it unto.us.

As the limited ability of : this writer
forbids more than just a hint of what
this  storv’. of Zaecheus contains, I
hope some one¢ with more extended
views on, the subject may write, if the
Liord so direets. S

’ - J. I. FOSTER.

Tusing $ta, Texas, Dec. 10,1930,



SIGNS OF

THE TIMES.

59

EDITORIAL,

, MARCH, 1931.

‘ j MIDDLLl OWN, N.

S;I;GNS OF THE TIMES
- ESTABLISHED 1832
Subscription Price $2.00 Per Year
~'PUBLISHED EACH MONTH BY
~J. E. BEEBE & COMPANY
Lmden Ave.  MIDDLETOWN, N. Y.

EDITOR

~ Elder H. H. Lefferts, Leesburg, Va.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Elder R. Lester Dodson, Rutherford, N. J.
Elder George Ruston, Dutton, Ontario.

Elder Charles W, Vaughn, Hopewell,N. J.

All letters for this paper should be
addressed, and money J orders made
pay Jable to,

-J. E. BEEBE & CO.
Middletown, Orange Co., N. Y.

CHA TISEMLNT.

IN the attempt to comply with the
request of a brother living in Indiana,
and knowing at the same time that any
effort of ours will be useless and to no
~ point except the Lord be in the matter,
we take up the above tremendous sub-
Jject, which would require a volume to

do it justice and which can be but
|being scattered mercilessly : into 'y fop-

barely outlined in the space we have
befme us. The Lord commanded the

Lu].ultewus woman for a wife, so helbe as the sand of the sea,.§\7h1c_1§ C_&l@ﬂ

|

married Gomer the daughter of Dib-
laim. 'This is one of the bitterest things
the Lord ever told a prophet to do, but -
in so doing the Lord intended to give

Israel an” object-lesson - wheleby thcvae are the sons of lhe liwing - Lxod

should know just in what position: they
were before the Lord. Of this mar-
riage of Hosca with Gomer; - were-horn
three children: the first a son whom he
named Jezreel, signifying the Lord will
scatter; the sccond a daughter whem
he named I.o-ruhamah, signifying with-
out mercy or unpitied; the- third, -an-
other son named Lo-ammi, - signifying
not my people. Thus, the fruit of
Hosea’s marriage to €Gomey-meant
scattered, unpitied and forsaken. - Thus
Israel had a picture set before their
nation, in this marriage of*the prophet,
showing clearly that Israel -was.an
adulterous nation and had depapted
from the Lord who had redeemed them
out of Kgypt, and had goneﬁvh@nipg’
after false gods and false wayss .at-
tributing to lovers the thanks and praise
rightly due unto the true '‘God.--The
blessings which Israel had received:at
the hands of the I.ord, she thought
came to her from her lovers. :'There,
fore, the Lord said he would take these
blessings from her, that he would:scat:
ter Israel, show her no merey, and treat

'her as if* she were not his people-at; all,

As the fruit of Hosea’s marriage with
Gomer was Jezreel, Lio-ruhamah and

 Lo-ammi, so would the fruit-of Tsrael’s

stravings from the Lord result in theiy

Yet;

salxenncss and desolatlon

be measurcd nor numbered: and it’sh
come to pass, that in the plaee: whe
1t was said unto them, Ye are not
people there it shall be sald upto-th
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"Then shall the children of Judah and|down the nations very much as water
thie children of Israel be gathered to- | continually ~ dropping wears even
gether, and appoint themselves 011(, stones. This he does in order to debase
head, and they shall come up out of the | the nations of the earth to bring about

land: for great shall be the day of Tu— | the ex alta’mon of his own everlasting

] e blr\nl« t]nn T .nvel I1|r1

, ing kingdom. 1t is at the Lord did
the conclusion that the chastisement of at one time greatly prosper Babylon
Israel is to bear fruit in restoration.' and did give Judah into -captivity
Where it was said to them, “Lo-amini,” but how did it end? It
it shall be said “ammi” and ‘“Lo- ended by Babylon herself going into
ruhamah” is to be changed to “ruha-, captivity, not for a few years only as
mah.”  Instead of no mercy, she shall: had_ Israel, but permantly. The Tigris
obtain mercy. The object of the Lord! | and Fuphr ates rivers which once wat-
in the chastisement of his people I,SlClCd Babylon and made it exceedingly
never to cast them utterly away from | fertile, began to steadily dwindle; and
him, but to discipline them for their as they dwindled, the Babylon they
safety and instruction. C.hustisement watered also dwindled until Babylon
has for its object the good of the one ; passed into the limbo of dead nations.
chastised. This good effect, it alw wsi Just as surcly as ancient Babylon died,
has in the case of the people of God. 11t is jJust as true that the Babylon of the
When God chastises the nations (m't-[nlod(-uu world will also, and is now,
side of Israel it is for the casting down dwindling never to rise again. As the
of those nations, and is often for their ILiord dried up the ancient river Xu-
destruction. For instance, time and ph ates, so does he now employ the four
again throughout the New Testament, ' orsemen to afffict modern  Babylon;
the Lord destroys whole peoples 111;3115’0 so does. he dry up the modern
order to do his own Israel good and to Kuphrates which waters and nourishes
deliver them from their troubles and modern Babylon. This river Euphra-
their captivities. The Lord did noL tes represents the resonrces of the
hesfcate, when it became necessary, to "nations’ wealth without which they will
give Eovpf for the redemption of surcly die. When their gold and their
Isracl out of Egypt. “I am the Lmd silver are goue, their river is dried up
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy and they must perish. As this Fu-
Savior: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, ' phmtes dries up, the nations find them-
Ethlopn and Seba for thee. Since "selves unable to resist the coming of the
thou wast precious in my sight, thou kings out of the east to overwhelm
hast been honorable, and I have loved them. Thus, we see distresses, famines,
thee: therefore will I give men for pestilences, wars and all their train
thee.”-—Isaiah xliii. 8, 4. The Lord weziring down the nations to make way
uses wars, famines, pestﬂences, deafchs, for their overthrow by portentous
dxstresses of every sort in order to wear | “things out of the cast. (Revelation xvi.

. » m
reel.” 'There is, therefore, 1

TN
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12.) My main object in speaking of
these things now is to show that while
God’s chastisement of the nations of the
earth means death and destruction to
them, his chastisement of his chosen
people " means life and salvation to
them. In the case of God’s Isracl, his
fatherly chastisements bring restora-
tion; in the case of the world, the fierce
fire of his anger consumes it. “Behold,
I will hedge up thy way with thorns,
and make a wall, that she shall not find
her paths.” What a blessing it is that
we cannot find our own paths. If we
could succeed in walking in our paths,
those ways of our own devising, we
would wander utterly away from the
truth and salvation. Idowever, the
Lord so hedges us about with his chas-
tisements that we cannot find our false
lovers though we seek earnestly for
them, and each time we try to force
through this hedge of his care we run
ourselves through with thorns. Thus,
does he prove to us that we are his
people and that we cannot direct our
own steps, cannot find our own way.
Kach time we are determined to have

) i
our own way we run against his “wall”

which shuts us in. Chastisement, there-
fore, to the children of God is disciplin-
ary and is for their instruction in right-
eousness and for their growth in grace.
Chastisement is one of the inevitable
marks of the Lord’s people. Could we
rid ourselves of it, we would prove
ourselves to be bastards and not sons.
To sucecessfully  avoid chastisement,
would be to rob ourselves of our spirit-
ual birthright. In a recent SieNs we
published an article of ‘the late Elder

L. H. Hardy on this subject in which
he showed so aptly that the righteous
(not the wicked) have many afflictions,
but the Lord delivers him out of them
all. So many people associate affliction
with disobedience. Some falsely reason
that the way to get rid of affliction is
to be obedient unto the Lord. ‘This is
spurious teaching and cannot stand
against the truth of revelation. The
Lord chastens all whom he loves, he
scourges each and every son whom he
receives. To be without chastening is
to be a bastard, an illegitimate child.
If the church in the days of the apos-
tles, and if the apostles themselves,
could have adapted themselves and
their teachings to the world in which
they then lived, they would have avoided
persccution. T'o have bought exemp-
tion from persecution at such a price
would have been to deny the faith and
the blood of the Lord Jesus. Such was
utterly impossible.  The church at
Rome, if it could have conformed to the
pagan Roman world of its day, would
have secured peace from martyrdom.
It could not be. The followers of
Christ can no more conform to the
world, no matter in what age they live,
than they can blot the sun from the sky
or create another world. This inability
to conform to the world is a lively mark
of the true church and is proof that she
is indeed the body of Christ; that as her
Head was hated by the world of his
day to which he would not yield alle- -
giance, so his body the church is hated
by the world to which it cannot yield
obedience. Chastisement, therefore, is
a mark of righteousness, not of unrighte,
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o;ouSneSs of obedience, not of disobedi-
1 the church at Laodicea, there
were'mdstly ‘those who thought them- '
selves ' vich - when they vere, in the!

Lord’s eyes, wretchedly poor; ’cheyI

Were” mmeased with goods, needing
nothlng ’\Tevertheless, even in Laodi- !
cea-wete a few the Lord loved. These
he'rebuked and chastised.
rebuke and: chasten the self-sufficient,
proudfal ones, but only those he loved.
Was not this rebuking and chastening,
theii; s
them? Indeed, yes. 'This Laodicean
chuich aptly describes modern chris-
tendom; both Catholic and Protestant.
Never at any time before in the world’s
history has the so-called church been as
fat, as prosperous, as wealthy in lands,
hauses and- church edifices as to-day;
never has she been as self-sufficient,
self:righteous, wanting nothing, asnow.
Yet, inthe midst of even modern chris-
tendomi are a few whose names are
unsullied-with - idolatries: these elect
names are the Lord’s. As proof that
they ave ‘his, he chastens and rebukes
them. (Revelation iii. 19.) To these
the Lord says, “Repent,” and indeed
his eleet ones are even now repenting of
the” modern - conditions prevailing all
about’ us,: ‘these chosen ones are turning
'LWay in horror and disgust from all the
pridefulness of the modern world and
its religiosity.

In conelumon, it 1s an awful error to
say ‘that chastisement is a mark of the
Liovd’s dlsple%sure. When visited upon
the: l‘epl'Ob’LLC wicked, it is a mark of his
angel“' ‘bitt upon his elect, it proves to
thein "his fatherly watchcare over his

e did not

a'sign from the Lord that he loved

people whom he loves. Juist suppose
‘that chastisement is a sign of ‘disobedi-
'ence in the one chastised, then it would
follow that the way to avoid chastise-
ment would be to obey and to stop dis-
obeying. If corvect, the chastisement
! would cease the very moment the child
obeyed If the chastisenment ceased,
then that child would be a bastard and
fnot a son. Do you not see what a-ter-
irvible conclusion such false reasoning
would bring us? It cannot be.  If dis-
obedience brings chastisement, then the
very worst thing we can do is to obey;
since obedience would then bring ex:
emption from chastisement, it would
also prove our illegitimacy and not our
vight to the promise as real sons of
God. ‘
H.H. 1.

" ISATAHN LX. 183.

“Anp I will make the place of my feet glorious.”

Some time ago, having spoken upon
the above text, we were asked to write
the substance of our discourse as an ar-
ticle for the Sians or THE TIMES, but
owng to our pressing duties we were
not able to do so at that time, and now
fecl we have very little of the sweetness
left that we then felt, to simulate us in
our cndeavor. While we shall fail to
present the same matter, yet we hope
to present some views of the glorious
travel of Immanuel, which being inter-
preted, means God with us. =

The work of the eternal Son of God,
and the glory of his kingdom, has been
testified to hy the writers of ‘the Old
Testament, and was set forth in- typeq
and shadows in the legal covenant.
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Moses in blessing the children of Israel,
gave glory unto the Son of God, for
he'saith, Yea, he Joved the people; all
his ‘saints are in thy hand: and they sat
down at thy f eet; ever v onc shall receive
of:thy words.” It was in David’s heart
to-build a house of rest for the ark of
the covenant of the Lord, and for the
footstool of our God, and we find in
several of the Psalms reference to the
plajce where the ark rested, as the foot-
stool of God. Tt was there at set times
that the people were gathered, and their
sacrifices were offered and the atone-
ment made, and there they learned God
was Judge himself. It was there judg-
ment began. Within the temple the
woodwork was from the finest trees of
Liebanon. " These had grown on the
mountain of Lebanon for generations,
but when converted into timber for the
temple their ].ife'was gone, and they,
like all types and shadows, were
doomed, sooncr or later, to perish and
vanish away, but Isaiah in prophesying
of the true temple of God that shall
never perish, and true to type, the glory
of Lebanon shall come unto it, the fir
trc‘e,r the pine tree, and the box to-
gether, to beautify the place of my
sanetuary. The trees of Lebanon were
of God’s planting, man had no hand in
placing them there, they dated beyond
the memory of living man, and towered
above the high places of the earth, and
were ever fresh and green. One mean-
ing of the name Lebanon is “incense,”
and what is more wonderful than trees
that have weathered the wind and
storms of centurles, towering- m:LJestlc-
ally “towards heaven with ‘the roots

decply entwined in the earth and rocks
beneath them? Tsrael was to grow as
the lily, and strike forth his roots as
Lebanon, and with Lebanon’s fresh
mountain air filled with fragrance of
the budding vine and rich odors from
trees and shrubs it wonderfully agrees
with the words of Solomon: “The smell
of thy garments is like the smell:of
Lum.non. 'The glory of Liebanon was
to be given unto her, and as the days of
a tree so arc the days of my people,
saith the Loord. The trees of righteous-
ness, the planting of the Lord, glorify
him in the church of our God; the
temple of his holiness, their everlasting
testimony to the lifc of God in their
souls and the motions of supplication
and praise under the moving influences
of the Holy Spirit, rise as swect incense
to perfume the place of God’s sanctu-
ary. 'This sanetuary to which we refer
is the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched and not man, and here it is well
for us to consider the person of Christ,
who was faithful to him that appomted
him, as also Moses was faithful 'in all
his house. For this man was counted
worthy of more glory than Moses, inas-
much as he who had builded the house
hath more honor than the house, and he
that buildeth all things is God. Jesus
of Nazareth was Lord of all, and was
before David, while he was David’s son,
David in spirit said, “The Lord said
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool.” In the fullness of time the
eternal Son of God-eame, took upon
him a body, became the Son of man,
made an atonement for the sins of “hig
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people, died the Just for the unjust,
was delivered for our offenses, and
raised again for our justification. It is
this blessed person who declared, “I
will make the place of my feet glori-
ous.” Malachi declares, “The IL.oxd,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to
his temple. * * * But who may abide
the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth?” His coming
meant sweeping away of the types and
shadows, the fulfillment of the law and
‘the bringing in of an everlasting right-
eousness. As the Sun of righteousness
his' brightness was to ecclipse the glory
of -Moses and the prophets, and, con-
‘trary to our natural sun, he, the Sun
of Righteousness, would not withdraw
his light. e came as a man of sorrow
and acquainted with grief, he trod the
winepress alone, and of the people there
was none with him. e gave his back
to the smiter and his face to them that

plucked off the beard. Ie prayed his.
Father and declared that he was glori- |

'mies be made his footstool.”

None
knew him but those to whom he was

'yevealed by the Spirit of God. That

which the apostles testified and wrote
of him, was all by revelation. It was
a revelation of Jesus Christ and his
glory, which glory was to fill the tem-
ple, and they testify unto us that the
church of God is his husbandry,  his
building. To-day this truth must be
revealed to us, it is not a matter of
speeulation, but of revelation. -The
Spirit of truth, which proceeds from
the Father, testifies of Jesus, and that
same Spirit which also convineeth of
sin, stops men, women and children
in their mad career as he did Saul of
Marsus. It is the Spirit that makes
one, even though he be a Pharisee by
nature, to pray the publiean’s' prayer,
and before ever we aspire to the name
of christian we do well to examine our-
selves by the Word of God, and not by
the standard of morals that other men
have set, even though they be called

good by the world. Are we convinced
of sin? Math sin become unto us ex-
me, and T in thee, that they also may be | cceding sinful? Do we still cling to
one in us: that the world [Jew and the law of Moses, or have we learned
Gentile] may believe that thou hast) | that by the deeds of the law no flesh can
sent me. And the glory which thou . be justified in God’s sight? Thousands
gavest mie T have given them; that they : cling to the law, but if ever the Lord
may be one, even as we are one: I in lays judgment to the line and right-
them, and thou in me, tlmt they may be | cousness to the plunmet, they will, like

fied in his church, prayed: “That they
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in

|
|

miade perfect in one.” John tells us,

the king of old, find that they are

“Wee beheld his glory as of the only weighed in the balances and found

begotten of the Father, full of grace W anting.

and truth.”  “This man, after he had '
offered’ one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right band of God;
from henceforth expecting till his ene-

Wanting of him who is the
Alpha and Omega of true religion,
Tceus Christ. Not long ago, one who
| called himself a minister, invited a child
of God to hear him preach; after his
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talk he asked how she liked his sermon.
She replied, “You built quite a finc
house, but you left out the foundation.””
How many are leaving out this blessed
-and only foundation to-day? They are
innumerable, yet every plant which my
heavenly Father hath not planted shall
be rooted up, but those that he planted
in. the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God.

To return, it is a wonderful mercy.
if we can say that the law has brought’
us to the footstool of the Judge of all.:
We believe that all flesh will be brought'
before him, either now or hereafter.
L.ooking back, some of us remember the’
distress of soul we were suffering when
awakened by Sinai’s awful sound, when!
the commandment came with convie-
tion from the Almighty. “We felt the
arrow of distress, and found we had no'
hiding-place.” It was Sanai’s awful
sound that made the earth to tremble’
and made sin excceding sinful. The
way many act, even those who talk of
sin, show by their fruits that sin to them-
is not exeeeding sinful, for they roll sin
under their tongues as a sweet morsel.
Dear brethren and friends, if we cannot
do that the reason is plain, we have
learned the bitterness of sin, and have
seen Jesus die. The world cannot come
in- here, the Egyptians all went out
when Joseph made himself known to
his brethren. We can never weep for:
the afflictions of Joseph if we do not'
learn by his Spirit that we have sold
and slain him. 'This is the place of his'
feet, at his cross, and they shall look on’
him whom they have pierced and mourn'
for him. - The wounds of Jesus are very |

tender to the living in Zion, and we are
certain of this: we cannot have sweet
fellowship with Mary in washing her
Savior’s feet with her tears, if we think
lightly of sin. Dear Joseph Hart

sSings:
“Behold that pale, that languid face,
That drooping head, those cold, dead eyes!
Behold in. sorrow and disgrace,
Our conquering Hero hangs and dies!
Ye that assume his sacred name,
Now tell me, what can all this mean?
‘What was it bruised God’s harmless Lamb?
‘Wihat was it pierced his soul, hut sin?
Blush, christian, blush, let shame abound;
If sin affects thee not with woe;
Whatever spirit he in thee found,
The Spirit of Christ thou dost not know.”

All under the condemnation of sin are
bound as in prison, and blind to any
way of salvation for them, and it is the
Spirit that reveals to them Jesus jour-
neying that way. Mary washed his
feet, because she had seen her own
vileness, and by that could realize in
her measure what his sufferings were
and the rough road his feet had traveled
to come to where she was. What an
awful place for the feet  of God’s
darling Son, yet he traveled in the
greatness of his strength glorious in his
apparel, “clothed in a body like our
own.” Think of i, he was marred
more than any man, it was there he had
to come, the almighty God, in the like-
ness of sinful flesh. "This is where the
greatness of redeeming love comes in,
and it'is here the Father by his eternal
Spirit must bring us, the promised
seed (just as Abraham brought Isaac
up the mount to the place of sacrifice
that God showed unto him), before
ever we sce the cruelty of sin, and the
depth of the sufferings of Christ. It
is there, and there only, we learn
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rightly, that it is through Jesus we have
access by faith into the grace wherein
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God. Although the halt, the
maimed, the lame, the blind and the
Gentile outcast, had no way of access
to the altar in the temple of old, yet
these are the very ones Jesus came to
seek and to save. 'They are enabled by
his Spirit to come boldly unto a throne
of grace, and through the flesh of our
glorious High Priest have entrance into
the Holy of holies, which is heaven
itself. There is not a place where his
people go but he is with them, and the
place of his feet is glorious. FHis pres-
ence, a fourth like unto the Son of God,
was that which turned the furnace into
a glorious place. We find Peter on the
sea, sinking, but Jesus walked on the
sea, and it was Jesus’ hand alone that
chabled Peter to walk with him there.
He stands in the covenant of grace as
our Surety, our Prophet, our Priest
and our King. As our Priest, by one
offering, even of himself, he hath per-
fected forever them that are sanctified,
forever doing away with Jewish offer-
ings, and now there remains no more
sacrifice for sin, so this man, because he
continueth for ever, hath an unchange-
able priesthood. As a Prophet, his tes-
timony swallows up all the testimony
of the legal covenant, as Aaron’s
rod swallowed up the rods of Pharaoh’s
servants, and so wonderful is he that
his word is forever settled m the heav-
ens.” As a King, he is firmly seated on
‘the right hand of God, and shall reign
till all his enemies be made his foot-
gtool. Now it is ‘his presence in his

people that makes the place of Liis feet
(the church) glorious. Taul says, “1
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

:Agairn, he saith, “Christ in us the hope

>

of glory.” All his elect are glorified
by his: presence in them. TIn the ordi-

nanices which he hath commanded them

to observe, when they come telling their
hopes and fears, what do the brethren
look for? They desire to see if Jesus,
the Shepherd of Israel, has brought his
lambs to the fold.” If he has, then the
place of his feet will he glorious, the
testimony will be of Jesus and his love.
Jacob of ‘old and Jacob to-day will both
say, The Lord found me in a waste
howling wilderness, and they will both
bless the T.ord because he journeyed
that way.- His sheep cannot be de-
ceived by the crooked tracks of ‘man,
they know not the voice of a stranger,
neither is there any track like IHis track,
it is marked with blood; not like that
of Abel’s, which cried from the ground
for vengeance, but his blood speaketh
peace with -Gcod to all these for whom
he died. -Are his children thinking of
baptism? Why are they troubled about
that? TIs it not a despised ordinance?
Has not the devil mtroduced -a more
accommodating substituté? It is-be-
cause he has walked that way, and
many times his saints have felt that
place, for it was where his feet went,
glorious. In his church there are-those
who' by nature are like wolves, bears,
lions or-leopards, vet his presence walk=
ing their-way makes them to be -easily
managed, so that a little child shall lead
them. - Yes, it is his presence that makes
brethren tender-hearted; forgiving' one
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another ‘as God for Christ’s sake hath |-

forgiven them. As he trod the wine-

press alone, so it'is when we are alone .

that he comes, and what a blessed place
that is. If we never go through the
deep waters how can we possibly know
of his glorious feet coming that way?
Mountains are wonderful to behold, but
the feet of man may stumble on the
dark mountains, but not so with Jesus,
for it is written, “How beautiful upon
the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings.” Doctrine is
good, but how beautiful to see the feet
of the Lord there and to feel that he
trod that way for us. No wonder at
times one can sing, '

“If on my face, for thy dear name,
Shame and reproaches be;

All hail reproach, .and welcome shame,
If thowlf remember me.”

Every time he appears prisons will
palaces prove, and poor perishing
sinners arce lifted up and set among
princes. In the den of lions, he stops
their mouths, and such a place is
glorious. o ‘
In conclusion, the church, because of
what the TLord Jesus has done, sends
forth a swecter fragrance than Lebanon
ever did, in the humility, meekness, gen-
tleness, forbearance, brotherly love,
faith, hope and charity, which pro-
claims, even in this dark day, that Jesus

has made the place of his feet glorious.
G. R.

MARRIAGES.

By Xlder George Ruston, January 23rd, 1931, at
the home of Miss Mabel Stoakley, Toronto,
Ontario, Mr. Edwin Henry Genge, of Denver,
Colomdo, U. 8. A, and Miss Nancy Kennedy, of
Duart, Ontarlo.

.sisters funeral, ‘and died. "

OBITUARY N OTI( ES

MRS MARY. ELIZABETH WRIGHT, our sister
in ChI‘lSt depa.lted this  earthly life April 16th,
1930 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. George
Evelett Hollywood, California. She was born in
Fairfax County, Virginia, August 16th, 1847, the
daughter of William Thomas and Mariana Sum-
mers. Her mother, sister Mariana Summers, was
long a member of the Bethlehem 0ld School Bap-
tist Church. and her memory is still revered and
lovéd by all who were blessed to know her. Sister
Wright was twice married. Her first husband
was Truemb.n'% Jones, whom she married Febra-
ary 4th, 1867. Of this union there was one child,
Estello, who died a few years ago, before her
mother. The shock of this daughter's death and
the: sadne s dus thereto were a severe trial to
sisteT ‘Wright from which she never fully recov-
ered. ‘A son, Halry, contmcted. preumontia at this
Sister Wright married
Jacob L, nght in 1870, Of this marriage there
m‘o two" ch11dlep living: Mrs. Ceorge IEverctt, at
whose 1_1_ome sister Wright passed away, and Leslie
Wright, of San Jose, California. She is survived
also by a sister, Mrs. Wilbur F. Clark, of Merced,
California, and by a brother, W. W. Summers, of
«Chicago, Illinois,” Another sister, Mrs. Belle J.
Holden, of Heérndon, Virginia, was living at the
time of sister 'Wright's death, but died a month
and ‘o'ne—,half: afterward. Sister Wright was
buried at Santa Cruz, (California, where she re-
sided many years, and where her husband, Jacob
L. Wright, had been City Clerk for a long period.
She bad no grandchildren, although untit a few
years ago $he had four marrvied children. She was
baptized by Elder J. N. Badger into the Bethiehem
Old ‘School ‘Baptist Church, Prince William County,
Virginia, November 3rd, 1901. Her last visit to
the church ok her eastern membership wasg in
October, ]911 when the Virginia Corresponding
Meetmg met with the Bethlehem Cliurch. Those
who attended that meeting and who were enter-
tained over night at the home of the late Joseph
Johnson and family, near the meetinghouse, wiil
never forget sister Wright's conversation on that
occasion and the wonderful liberty afforded her
at that time to relate her christian experience and
the wonderfnl dealings of the Lord with her. She
was blessed with an alert and fruitful mind in the
things of Gol and had the gift to put in expressive
langnage the exercises of ‘her mind and heart in
the things of theé truth of God. In 1912 she was
dismissed by letter from the Bethichem Church
to unite with the church in Los Angeles, Califor~
nia. ‘She was a cougin of sister Mary Murphy,
whose obituary appeared in the Febrmary SIGNs.

“The readers of the SiaNs will doubtless remember
reading sister Wright's able letters in past issues

of the papér.” She had a facile pen and was a
ready writer on spiritual matters. Her letters
were always comforting and edifying, and proved
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that she had been taught of Jesus to know the
doctrine of God. To her Jesus was all, All to him
she owed, and she never seemed to tire of glori-
fying his great name which had saved her from
gin and death. Tor such a life and godly char-
acter we praise and thank the Lord. May we, like
her, endure to the end true to the faith which the
Lord has revealed in as.
ATLISO,

JOSHUA M. HUTCHISON, a friend of the truth
of the Liord Jesus Christ, died at the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Lawrence Michacl, ILyon Tark,
Clarendon, Virginla, January 29th, 1931, He was
born September 23rd, 1842, He had been ill-about
a week., At the beginning of the ICivil War he
enlisted in the Righth Virginia Reglment of the
Army of the ‘Confedracy, was afterward trans-
ferred to Mosby’s command. e was wounded at
the battle of Balls Bluff, and at the time of his
deatly was a raember of Camp Marr, of Fairfax,
Virginia. He is survived by his widow, Mrs.
Martha Mankin Hutchison, and by three daughters
and three sons: Mrs. B. G. Benton end Mrs, Frank
Hammond, both of Herndon, Virginia, and OMrs.
Michael, at whoge home he passed away; Paul
D. Hutchison, of Charlotte, N. C., George Hutchi-
son, of Clarendon, Virginia, and Silas Hutchison,
of Herndon, Virginia. Iuneral serviceg were held
at his daughter's home in Clarendon, interment
in the icemetery at IXerndon, Virginia. Previous
to his death Mr. Hutchison had made all arrange-
uwn‘&s for his funeral and gave explicit directions
for carrying them out. Te selected two hymns to
be used at the services: How IMirm a Foundation
and Jesus Lover of My Sonl. He requested the
reading of the fourteenth chapter of the gospel
of John. Also, he had written out in his own hand
a farewell message for his sorrowing family and
friends and handed it to me in May, 1930, request-
ing me to have it read at his funeral. This was
done. It reads as follows: “Sometimes God’s
judgments secem severe. Somectimes hig decrees
crush our lhearts and leave them bleeding when
our loved ones are taken away from wus, and we
ask why these things are so. The answer is, God’s
ways are past finding out. The Bible says weep-
ing may endure for a season, but joy cometh in
the morning. Sometimes we feel like the seasons
of darkness and gloom Wwill never end and the
brightness of the morning will never come. But
when we truly believe in our hearts and souls that
he who rules our lives is One that doeth all things
well and that he will do the things that are best
for us in his own good time and in his own way,
we can look forward with gladness to that joy
which cometl in the morning, for out of the
greatest sorrow and gloom God is able to bring
trust and abiding happincss.”

Mr. Hutchison shows in the above words what
he believed. Any further words of mine are sup-
erfluous. He never united with the Old Baptist
Church, but that is where his heart was, and he,

too, was always at the meeting until of late years,
when deafness prevented his hearing, the preach-
ing. We have @ blessed assurance that he has
entered into that rest that remains for the people
of God, May the Spirit of the Lord comfort the
sorrowing widow and children and make them al
resigned. to Tis holy will.
ALSO,

MRS. MARY JANE WRENN, our sister in
Christ, departed this earthly life January 19th,
1931, at. the Primitive Baptist ¥ome, Salisbury,
Md., where she had been o resident since April
18th, 1930. She was the daughter of David B, and
Cecilia James, also the widow of.C. A..'Wrenn, of
near Chantilly, IFairfax County, Virginia. Sister
Wrenn's age was 71 years, 6 months and 6 days.
Tor over nine ycars she -had not heen able to walk
a single step, owing to her being so terribly crip-
pled with rheumatism:of the joints of her-body.
At times she suffered excruciating paln. Her
hushand had been the very soul of devotion to
her and had waited on her like a baby up to the
time of his death a few years ago. He was at-
tacked as he was walking along the 1road, hy a
viclous man and killed. No words of mine could
possibly describe what sister Wrenn, in her help-
less condition, went through at that time. Tol-
lowing his death, she stayed at the old home with
attendants to wait on her, until she was removed
to the home of her niece, Mrs. Ruby Sloper, near
Vienna, Va. In Deccember, 1929, she begged to be
brought back to her old home, which was done.
Here she was waited on by Mrs. Sloper’s niece,
of whom she was very fond, until March 19th,
1930, when the home burned down, One by one
every earthly prop on which she depended was
taken from her. At the time of the fire, she was
talken to the homie of a kind neighbor, Mr. Oden
Hutechison, himself aund wife giving her every care
and comfort possible. Irom this home, Mrs. Lef-
ferts and myself took her, at her own request, to
the Primitive Baptist Home, Salisbhwy, Maryland,
where she remained until she passed away. At
the Tlome, she found rest from edrthly care and
anxiety, but not from physical and mental pain
and suffering. All that kind hands and loving
hearts could do, all that the skill of a physician
and nuvsce could do, wag .done; but her end drew
near, and at last permanent relief came at the
Hands of him who heals all his people’s diseases
and who gives his heloved etcrnal rest and peace.
She was baptized by the writer, assisted by one
of our Deacons, into the membership of the Frying
Pan Church, Fairfax County, Virginia, on the
second Sunday in September, 1929, Not being able
to waltk, or even to stand on her feet, she was
carried into and out of the water sitting in 2
chair, She often afterwards spoke to me of this
baptism and of what a heavenly day it had been
for her, a day she never once regretted, she said.
She leaves one brother, Mr. Charles James, of
Washington, D. C., and onc sister, Mrs. George’
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McVeigh, of Charlottesville, Va. For years her
hope had been in Jesus Christ and ghe had long
been a lover of the church and a firm belever in
the doctrine set forth by the Old School Baptists,
but owing to her crippled condition she had given
up all thought of being baptized. 'The day she
came to the church she had no thought of being
baptized, but it was owr communion season and
something gripped her soul and made her feel she
could not teave the mectinghouse without express-
ing to the church her desire for baptism. "The
church had long felt satisfied she was a subject
of grace and unanimously received her when they
gaw that her mind was fixed steadfastly on the
ordinance.

The funeral was held in the meetinghouse at
Frying Pan, the writer using the words, “Ye have
heard of the patiencd of Job, and lhave seen the
end of the Lord.”—James v. 11. Interment by the
side of her husband in the family burying-ground
at Mt. Rocky, near the ruins of the old home she
loved so well. We loved her, and the proof that
we did is that we do rejoice that ghe has gone to
her Father,

ALSO,

WILLIAM A. ADAMS, our brother in Christ,
died at his home, Covington, Georgia, after an
illness of several weeks. He was the fifth child
of Susan Trances Hurst and Elder William
Adams, and was one in a family of sixteen chil-
dren. He was born in Nawton County, Georgia,
August 6th, 1856, ‘'Ihere are ithree sisters and
seven brothers surviving him: Mrs. Betty Lansford
and Mrs., Willinm Davis, of Mansfield, Georgia,
and Mrs. H. I. Yefferts, of L.eesburg, Virginia;
Elder Janies M. Adams, of Monroe, Georgia, John
H. Adams, Social Circle, Georgia, D. J,, G. C. and
S. H, all of Covington, Georgia, and I. D. and
H. B. of Decatur, Georgiad. He was married
December 16th,. 1888, to Miss Elizabeth Almond,
daughter of James Almond and Maggle Davis.
Of this marriage 'there were born six children, two
daughters and four sons, all living, as follows:
Mrs. Dewey Hicks, of Covington, Georgla, Miss
Mildred Adams, of Washington, D. C., Alva D.
Adams, Washington, D. C.,, Otis H. and Iverson
D. Adams, of ‘Atlanta, Georgia, and Jesse R.
Adams, of Dallas, Texas. In his early manhood
he united with the Harris Springs Primitive Bap-
tist Church, being baptized by his father, Elder
William Adams, who was then pastor of the
church. He faithfully attended all the meetings
of the church, absenting himself only when il or
away from home. The county paper gave the
following tribute to him: “¥He had a remarkable
intellect and was one of the State’s most profound
thinkers. He was the most learned man in
mathiematics and the gciences that the county has
ever produced. Fe was always happy in solving
the most abstruse problems. It was cause and
effect with him in all of God’s universe. In a
sense he wag schoolmaster to the people of New-

ton County. e was full of humility, frankness
and faith.”

Funeral services were conducted by Elder R.
L. Cook, his pastor. Interment in the family
burying-ground, near Dixie, Georgia. Brother
Adams was a faithful friend and reader of the
SIGNS OF THE TiMES for many years, and he ar-
dently believed the doctrine set forth in its pages.
Many who read these lines will remember having
met hin1 when visiting the meeting and associa-
tions in the North. He had the spirit of a little
child, the mind of a sage and the character of a
true foJlower of Jesus Christ. May the church of
which he was a member continue loyal to the
faith even as he did, may his c¢hildren long cherish
his memory in their hearts and seek to emulate-
his fine example, and may all of us, both in the
family and in the church, realize with resignation
that God has taken but his own.

ALSO,

MRS. MOLLIE WALTZ, our sister in Christ,
died suddenly of valvular heart trouble at her
home, near Needmore, Fulton County, Pennsyl-
vania, January 28rd, 1931. She was born April
7th, 1870, thus making her stay on carth 60 years,
9 months and 16 days. Shec was the daughter of
Samson and Rebececa Mellott, and leaves behind
her three sisters and four brothers: sister Eliza-
beth  Mellott, of Pleasant Ridge, IFulton County,
Pa., sister Iouise Godfrey, of Niagara Falls, N. Y.,
Mrs. Sadie Turner, of Vienna, Va., Kphraim 3el-
lott, of Carversville, Bucks Co., Pa., Andrew, li\bing
in Ohio, Harvey, in Canada, Gilbert, in fulton
County, Pennsylvania. About thirty-four or
thirty-five years ago she was married to Wilson
Waltz, who is left to survive her. Of this marriage
there are three daughters and two sons living:
Mrs., Etta Clark, Mra. Macie Gordon, Mrs. Bessie
Keefer, BEarl and Gale Waltz, all living in howes
of their own not far from the old home place in
Fulton County. Also five grandechildren survive.
Over forty years ago she was baptized by Elder
HE. V. White into the Sideling FIll Baptist Church.
All her life in the church her walk has been irre-
proachable, an example to the rest of us. She was
meek and quiet in spirit, never given t0 say a
harsh word against any onc; a faithful wife, a
devoted, unselfish and Ioving mother; a good
neighbor and a kind friend to everybody. She
wag always at her place at the meetings of the
church unless hindered by sickness or other provi-
dential incidents. Loved the place where God's
honor dwells, cared nothing for the pleasures of
the world. Others of the family might come and
go at their pleasuwre, but mother was always at
home, except on her meeting days. Both in the
Tome and in the clhiurch sister Mollle will be
greatly missed,

Her funeral was held at Antioch, and burial was
in the family plot there, May the Lord comfort
the sorrowing ones.

2 PR 2 S 3
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DAVID H. JENKINS, aged 71 years, of Cono-
wingo, Maryland, died March 27th, 1930, at the
home of his son, George F. Jenkins, Klkton, Md.
He leaves his wife and the following children:
Mris. Orel Crumley, San Francisco, California;
Geoger M. and Ralph, Elikton; TRolla, Downing-
town; Clare, Baltimore; Royse W. and Xthel,
Conowingo. '

Tfuneral
George 11, Jenking, Xlkton,
oclock, with further sgervices
meetinghouse at 2 o'clock,

Our friend, Mr. Jenkins, was a member of the
well-known family of that name of Fulton town-
ship. Of a family of thirtcen c¢hildren but three
remain upon the shores of time: our dear sister
in Christ, Mrs, Sue R. Dance, Miss ILillie Jenking
and our friend, Mrs. Maggie Day, Mr. Jenkins
had been  a regular attendant at Roeck Springs
Chureh for several years, which wag evidence to
us that he loved the truth, and if this ig so, he
was free from <he law of sin and death.' “Blessed
is he, whosoever shall not he offended in me.”

His funeral was said to be one of the largest
ever held in that eommunity, about five hundred
being present, thus showing the high csteem In
which hie was held in that section. ¥e had bheen
a great sufferer for more than a year. Cancer of
the stomach was that which the TLord used in
bringing to deecay all that was mortal of onr friend
David.. He is sadly missed in his ‘family, especi-
ally by his heart-broken widow, also by the Rock
Springs Church, and the community as well. The
writer tried to spealc to the comfort of the sorrow-
ing ones, using as a basis for his remarks the
words found in Proverbs iit. 4: “So ghalt thou find
favor and good understanding in the sight of God
and man.” T feel to. be deenly associated with
those who mourn.

Written by request.

ALSO,

WILLIAM J. WILSON, aged 72 ycars, died at
hiy home, nedar Iorest Hill, Maryland, Sunday,
September 7th, after an illness of a few wecks,
Mr. Wilson was a widower, and was g son of Mr.
and Mrs. Humphrey Wilson, whose ancestors had
settled in that community one hundred and fifty
years ago. - His entire life had been engaged in
farming in the neighborhood. where Tie.-died.” Mr,
Wilson, while a: gentieman of retiring disposition,
was of kindly and. courteous nature, took a deep
interest in This family, and his community, and
wag regarded as one of the county’s most highly’
respected eitizens. Engaged in farming nearly all .
his - life, he retired a few years ago- -to his com- !
fortable home in Torest Hill. He is the third of |
the family to die within the last six months, hig’
brother, Mr. Abel D. Wilson, and his sister,: Mrs. .
Charles W. Whitaker, having predeceased him in
that period.  He is survived by one sén, Mr. Edgar
‘Wilson, of Forest Hill, and ole: bmthm, Mr., J. P.
Wilson, of Bel Air. . |

Iis ‘funeral took place on 'L‘ucsdny with scwicsl

at the home of
Sunday, at 12:30
at Rock Springs

services  were

held

at his home, conducted, by Elders D. L. Tobping
and Joshua Rowe, of Baltimore, Md., with inter-
ment at the Old Brick Meetinghouse, near Jar-
rettsville.

OQur dear brother was baptized into the fellow-
ship of the Harford Church many years ago by
Elder J. T. Rowe, and lived a faithful, loving
brother until death took him from the church,
which feels its loss most deeply. DBrother Wilson
wasg one who always could be depended upon. A
more loveable man I bave never met. He was our
friend as well as g brother in the church, and we
never expect his place to be filled in our hearts
again in this life, but we are hopeful of meceting
him again where sorrow is unknown. It is a last-
ing regret with me that I was unable to see him
during his last illness, as was his request. I did
not know of ‘his sickness until the day before ¥
was leaving to attend the Maine Assonciation, and
upon my return a message was awaiting for me
to attend his funeral. Only thoge who have suf-
fered snch shocks can appreciate my sadness of
Tieart upon heaving that brother Will is no iore.
e was ordained Deacon many years ago, into
which office he purchased to himself a good de-
gree, and great boldness in Christ, and we feel to
thank God for such gifts to the cliurch. The Lord
giveth, and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the
name of the Lord, Just how sadly the church
misses him is beyond us to express, yvet since we
are assured by his manner of life in and out of
the church, that which he had so longed for is now
a Dblessed realization, and we desire to say, L.ord,
thy will be done. Hisg funeral was largely &t-
tended, as he was widely known and highly
esteemed in the community, May the Lord com-
fort those who mourn. .

. Written by request. D. T. TOPPING. .
—————

MAY E. CARMICHAEL was born in -Lobo
Township March 1st, 1868, and died.at St. Joseph’s
Hospital, London, Ontario, December 24th, 1930,
She was the youngest daughter-of the late Duncan
and Catherine Carmichael, of 1.obo, both of whom
were members of the Covenanted Baptist Church
at Poplar Hill, Ontario.  May was -a resident of
London for about gixteen years, and was in .falil-
ing health for several montls; she- went tg the
hospital October 31st. She leaves to mourn their
loss two brothers, Archie A., of Strathroy; Ontario,
and:Eddie D., ot Evart, Michigah, also one sister,
Elizahetlh Moore, of Hersey, Michigan, and twelve
nephews and nieces. She was not a member. of
the thurch, but shée wag a heliever-in Jesus Christ.
The writer was favored to have a number of
visits. with her, when she felt free to talk of her
hopes.and fears. ~ She iy much misséd from eour
assembly, ‘bhut we feel she has entered iuto rest:
The -writer conducted the funeral services at the
Logan undertaking parlor, in TLondon, and -the
interment was at the Ilderton .Cemetery. . -May
God reconcile her 1olat1vcs and friends to his-wilk

: ChoRa
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Miss C. LILLY BUCK died at Hartford, Conn.,
October 6th, 1930, ~ She was born in Hartford,
Conn., and, as far as I know, always made that
c¢ity her home. She altended the meetings of the
Woburn Church, in Wobuin, Mass., seldom miss-
ing an appointment. She also attended, now and
then, the Ehenezer Church of New York City.
She was a firm believer in the doctrine of the
Old School Baplists. The SiieNs or Tre TIMES
was of great comfmt to her. She had decided
to -unite with the Woburn Churcl this coming
spring. ‘Wc- miss her very anueh in our meetings
and deeply regrel her passing before uniting with
us there, knowing it would have been of great
comfort to her and joy to us. She visited our
home Jast August, in company with her brother
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Percy G. Buck, and by her
actractive manner madée many friends, all of whom
were saddencd by the. news of her passing away.
Her illness was severe and of short duration.
She is survived by one brother and two sisters:
Mr. Percy G. Buck, Miss.FEdith Buck and Mrs.
Hullv MelLean, all- of Hartford, Conn. :

“The writer was called for the funeral service,
which was held in her home, where many friends
had gathered to'lizi.y ‘their last tribute of respect.
The floral offerings were many and beautiful, in
keeping with the. beantiful character which Miss
Buck posséssed. 4Thc internient was iir Hartford’s
beautiful cemetery. Nothing short of the grace
ol God can reconcile us to such a loss.

' H. C. KER.

JAMES LUTHER POWELL was Dborn in Rusk
County, Texas,” Mdy 4th, 1858, and died Nevember
Oth, 1930, aged 72 years, 6 months and 5 days. He
was left an orphan at the age of two years and
was raised by his aunt- He was married to
Missouri; Anmy Ar cher in Henderson County, Texas,
March 10th, 1880, To that union fourteen children
were born, eight boys and six girls, eight of whom

are still hVin four boys and four girls. Brother

Powell was subducd by the grace of God and
given a good hope, in Christ as the all-sufficient
Savior some years after he was married. He
united . with the :0ld School. Baptist Church 'at
Hopewell Llhs Counts, Texas, and was ba,ptxzed
by Elder Solon ipson. Brotlier Powell was given
a zeal for the cause of Ch1 ist that is found in but
few private membel's “ Thls mtel ést seemed rather
to increase as he neared the end of his journey
in this world. *He’ was always mindful of his
pastor and ready to bear the burdens of the
churgh and minister to the héeds of the poor. His
faithful wife always shared .with him in these
kindly deeds; and. they kept an open house to their
brethren. Infirmities came with age and the last
few: years .of his life were accompanied with con-
siderable suffering, though he was confined to his
bed only short seasons at a time, and was up and
able. to walk -about.in.the house the day.of his
death. He died : suddenly. amd ~without suffermg
when, the end. cqmo, e, walkcd into the kitchen

and d1opped 1nto a, chair and was dead before they
could gct him in- his bed. He was a kind hushand
and fathex, a /ealous, faithful member -of his
»chuu,h and will be greally 1msscd in the home,
m the chureh and in the commumty His fdlt hiul
wife, elght children aund a host of fricnds, are left
to mourn his absence. :

Tho funeml services were. conducted by his
pastox Elder W. N. Green, of Altus, Oklahoma,
from brother Powell's late hoime, in \V-ichit@ Falls,
Texas,‘ in -the presence of the family and a large
concourse of friends., Interment was made in the
Rosemont Cemetery., . May it be the portion of his
bereaved wife and children to find comfort in a
firm trust in the God in whose service brother
Powell so delighted here, and, we feel confident,
will praise eternally.

Written by reguest. S :
“J. R HARDY.

. o '. - i - N

ALBERTA A. SMITH, wife of James Smith, was
born. October 14th, 1896, and departed this life
January 16th, 1931, making her stay on earth 34
years, 3 months and 2 days. She was the daughter
of W. P. aud N. J. Thornton. She was united in
marriage to James Smith December 27th, 1914,
and to. this union were bhorn five children; fonr
boys and one girl: Dennis, Zarl, Nile, Donald and
Verna. i Alberta was a devoted wife, a loving and
tender ‘mother, o good friend and neighbor, ever
thoughtful of others, and with willing hands min=
istering to the needs of friends and loved ones. She
was of a meek and quiet disposition, treating all
with respect, and when friends and loved ones
visited in her home her every endeavor was spent
for .their comfort. She loved the company and
convelsatmn of God’s liumble poor. She evidenced
a. :;weet hope in Christ, and although through a
felt sense of unworthiness she never united with
tlie church, -vet she had expressed to her mother
a desire to do so0 and be buried with Christ in
~b¢ptism and had spoken of her hope and fears.
Her walk manifested that she had been with bim
who is- meek and lowly and had learned of-him.
The glound of her hope was Jesus® blood and
ughteousncss ‘While she had been in failing
health for some time, yet she had been seuously
ill but a few days, and the end came as a great
shoek to her loved ones.- 'The icause of her death
was Inward cancer and heart failure. All that
loving hands could do for her was done, but our
God qiras pleased to call er from the shores of
time. , Oh may we. be given to.bow in humble
subirhsswrf to- him who doeth gall.things well,
Weep not for her. )

The funeral.services were conducted at her
home, in ,St., Albans, Kanawha County, West
Vugmm Interment in Teays Hill Cemetery, St,
Al:ba,ns West Virginia. - The {loral offering was
lovcly ~A large concourse of friends .and .loved
ones-gathered to pay their last _tribute of nespc\,c:t
to one they loved. She leaves to mourn their loss
the heart-hroken  hushand and chxldlcn, athoz,
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mother, four brothers: Aluin, Millard, Clyde and
Roscoe Thornton; five sisters: Mrs. R. 1. Mead-
ows, Mrs. Lance Dolin, Mrs. Frank FHill, Alma
and Agnes Thornton, with a host of near relatives
and friends. OQur God, who is rich in merey, alone
is able to heal our bleeding hearts and reconcile
us to his holy will. Oh may his gracious presence
soothe the sorrows of the sad and bereft husband
- and family. '
Written by request by her uncle,

. ., J. BIRD.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HELP SEND THE
““SIGNS >’ TO THE POOR OF THE
FLOCK AND TO AID THE ¢SIGNS.”

Mrs. H. J. Hasbrouek, N. Y, $1; Mrs. T. L.
Carey, Ontario, $i; Mrs. A. T. Jones, Mich, $2;
Mrs., J. BE. Chadwick, Texas, $1; ¥H. M. Bowden,
Minn., $1; Alfred ‘B. Titus, N. J, $4; Elder J. C.
Chester, Ky., $4; Elder G. E. Coulbourn, Va., $1;
Mrs. Unetta Flamilton, Mo, $2; T. G. Morse, N.
Y., $1; Mrs. Grace V. Crosier, Mo., $2.

NOTICE. !

ANY one having a copy of Elder Wilson Thomp-
son’s Autobiography, that is in good condition,
and is willing to disposc of the same, will please
communicate with . M. Bowden, 106 ILincoln
Avenue, Fergus TFalls, Minnesota, stating price
wanted.

MEETINGS.

ProvipENCE permitting, we expect preaching by
our pastor, Elder . C. Ker, in the Woburan Old
School Baptist meetinghouse, 452 Main Street,
Woburn, Mass.,, the fifth Sunday in March (29th).
All are welcome. E. M. FORD.

The Aliddleburg Old School Baptist Church ox- ‘
pects Elder Arnold ¥L Bellows to meet with them

the filth Sunday in Marech (29th), 1931. Serviees
to be held at the home of brother J. E. Livingston,
64 Imast Main Street, :Cobleskill, N. Y., to begin at
11 a. m. and 2 p. m. Also at 2 p. m. on Satudray
bhefore. All welcome. .

(MRS.) ADDIE LIVINGSTON, Church Clerk.

The Bethel Chureh of Chleago meets, the Liord
willing, on the first Sunday of each month at the
home of sister E. Brunow, 411 N, Ridgeway Ave-
nue, and on the second, third and fourth Sundays
at the home of brother W. N. Spitler, 11332 South
8t. Louis Avenue, Chicago. By street car, 11lth
Street and Sacramento Avenue car to end of line
By auto, from 111th Street Highway south on
Kedzie Avenue to 114th Street. The fifth Sundays
are by appointment. All lovers of the truth are
invited to meet with us. Tastors, Elders Jones
and Janes.

: (MRS.) EMMA . BRUNOW, Clork.

E B EN EZE R
OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH,
IN
NEW YORK CiITY.
Meetings every Saonday at 168 Hast
70th Street, Mabhattan. Near Lexington

Avenue,

11:00 A, M. 2:00 P, M.
To all who are seeking the truth, a cor-
dial invitation is extended to meet with
us.

OLIVE & HURLEY OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH
ASHOKAN,N. Y.

Meetings every first and third Sundays
10:30 a. m.

All who are seeking the truth are

2p m,

cordially invited,

sinara

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH.
1815 Colmmbia Avenue
(Park Avenue Hall)
PHILADELPHIA, PA,
Meeting First and Third Sundays
At 10:30 A, M.
ALL WELCOME

The Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church of Balti-
more, Md., meets every Sunday at 11 a. m. in the
meetinghouse, 210 E . Madison 8t., near Calvert St.
Aun jnvitation is extended to all who desire to meet
with us. A. 8. ROWE, Church Clerk.

Mt. Zion Church, Weslaco, Téxas, invites all lovers
of the truth to meet with us on the fourth Sunday
each month, at High School Building.

E. B, AULT, Church Clexk.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
THE PROMISED KINGDOM.

“HEARKEN, my beloved brethren, Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to
them that love him?”—James ii. b.

(Concluded from last number.)
One of the exceeding great and
precious promises made to God’s little
children is the promise Jesus made just
before he ascended to go to his Father,
viz.: “I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also.” Where will Jesus, the
King of his kingdom, be when he comes
again and receives his people unto him-
self? He will be in his kingdom with
the children of his kingdom, and that
kingdom will God set up in the land
which God promised to Abraham and
Christ, his seed, for an everlasting pos-
session. So it is written, “And thels
seventh angel sounded; and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, The
Kingdomis of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lovd, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and
ever.’-—Rev. xi. 15. The beloved John

upon the isle of Patmos was given to
see the redeemed as they shall be after
the appearing of Christ, and he heard
them singing, “Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood,
out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation; and hast made us
unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth.”—Rev. v. 9,
10. ThIS is in perfect agreement with
Matthew v. 5: “Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth.” If
the meek shall inherit the earth, the
“earth” mentioned in the above Scrip-
ture was that which God promised to
them that love him; the land which God
promised to Abraham and his ‘seed
(Christ) for an everlasting possession.
The heirs of promise shall inherit the
earth as joint-heirs with Christ of the
same inheritance. The promise made
to Abraham and his seed (Christ)
was that he (Christ) should be the heir
of the world. Tt is written of -Christ
that “The earth is the Lord’s, and the
fullness thereof.” Peter said, “We,
according to his [God’s] promise; look
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for new heavens and a new ecarth,
wherein dwelleth rvighteousncss.”—2
Peter iii. 13. God, speaking by the
mouth of his prophet Isaiah, said, “Be-
hold, I create new heavens, and a new
carth: and the former shall not be ve-
membered, nor come into mind.”’—
Ysaiah Ixv. 17. 1t is written, “Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall sce
God.”—Matt. v. 8. When shall the
pure in heart see God? When God
shall dwell with them in the new heav-
ens and the new carth. So it is written,
“And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down froni God out
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a great
voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.”—Rev.
xxi. 2, 8. 'This “holy city” must be the
same “city’” for which Abraham looked,
“whose builder and maker is God.” It
ic written of Abraham and all the
patriarchs, “These all died in faith, not
having reccived the promises, but hav-
ing seen thentr [ by faith] afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
For they that say such things, declare
plainly that they seck a country. And
truly if they had been mindful of that
country from whenee they came out
[ the land of the Chaldcans], thcy might
have had opportunity to have returned:
but now they desire a better country,
that is, an heavenly [not a country m
the heavens, but a country supremely

excellent]: wherefore God is mnot
ashamed to be ealled their God; for he
hath prepared for them a city.”—Heb.
xi. 18-16. So, when the Lord’s children
are ransomed from the power of the
grave and redeemed from death at the
second personal appearing of Christ,
instead of their being taken to a land
and a city somewhere above this carth
in infinite space, they shall live with
God and his Christ in the promised land
which God promised unto Abraham
and Christ and all them who shall in-
herit that land through Jesus Christ,
and in the city which God hath pre-
pared for them. I have not the remot-
est idea, nor is it any part of my hope,
that T shall live after death and the
vesurrcetion in a world of disembodied
spirits somewhere in the heavens above,
but I do entertain the precious hope
that through the all-abounding grace,
merey and love of God I shall sit down
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all
the redeemed of the Tord in the king-
dom of heaven and in the land God
promised all them that love him; that
T shall see the King in his beauty and
be like him; that I shall see God, who
will dwell with me and be my God, and
who will wipe away all tears from my
eyes in the new heaven and new carth
which he will create when he has finally
set up his kingdom in its full kingdom-
power and glory, after that it hath
broken in picees and consumed all these
(Gentile) kingdoms and has become a
great mountain and fills the whole
earth. Fvidently poor, old, afflicted
Job possessed such faith and enter-
tained such hope, for he said, “T know
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that my Redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the
carth: and though, after my skin,
worms destroy this body, vet in my
flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another.” 5-27.
Upon reading these words which fell
from the lips of Job we cannot be mis-
taken as to what his faith and hope
embraced as coming to him after the
resurrection of the dead; he hoped and
believed that Jesus, his Redeemer,
would come to this earth, and that upon
this earth he should see him with his
own eyes; not only see Jesus, but that,
in his flesh, he should also see God
upon the same “earth” where Jesus
will stand at the latter day. Oh how
wonderful the thought and thrice won-
derful the precious hope of the reality
of the kingdom of God which he hath
promised to them that love him! No
wonder that the very fervent prayer of
God’s little children has been, and is
vet, “Thy kingdom come.” Thank
God, his kingdom is coming even now,
and its soul-cheering shafts of light are
now, to the eye of faith, piereing the
darkness of this hideous Geentile night,
so that God’s children who are given
to see its light can say, The night is far
spent, and the day is at hand. Since
that God, in his mercy, unfettered my
mind from the vain delusions and tra-
ditions of men and 1 ceased to spivitu-
alize away the literal facts concerning
the second personal appearing of Chnst
and kingdom of God, T have experi-
enced a measure of joy when thinking
upon - these ‘things that I could never

feel before, and now, like poor old Job,
I can joy in the thought, hope and ex-
pectation through grace that I myself
shall see Jesus in the kingdom to come,
and sit down with God’s redeemed
people in that kingdom, and that I shall
reeeive the eternal life which is in Jesus
when he shall appear and appear with
him in the glory of God’s kingdom,
and that my eternal happy home is
going to be in the promised land that
God promised unto Abraham and

Christ.

If prudence did not forbld it, I
would like to go on and express my
thoughts relative to the prophecies of
the  Scriptures now being fulfilled
before our very eyes, and how that
Christ, as I believe, has already beg'un
fulfilling his promise to make all things
new; and how that God, as I am given
to see it, has already begun, in some.of
the phases of the work, to set up his
promised kingdom, and how that, as he
sets 1t up, it begins to break in pieces
and consume the present Gentile king-
doms and the established order of this

present evil world; how that his hand

is now stretched out upon all the Gen-
tile nations, and that while all the
powers that be, of the Gentile world,
are trying to turn back, that every
move they make to avert what God
hath decrced shall be, they only serve
God’s purpose to end the Gentile reign
and set up and establish the kingdom
he has promised to them that love him.

A few more thoughts and I will close
this article.  “Then Jesus sent the
multitude away, and went into the
house: and his disciples came unto him,
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_saying, Declare unto us the parable of |
the tares of the field. e answered

and said unto them, He that soweth the

good seed is the Son of man: the field
‘is the world: the good seed are the

Trinodom

kingaom; hat the tavpee

LT T o f 1l
children of the

are the children of the wicked one: thei
encmy that sowed them is the devil: the,
harvest is the end of the world; and the

reapers are the angels. As therefore
the tares are gathered and burned in the
fire; so shall it be in the end of this

world. The Son of man shall send

forth his angels, and they shall gather
out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity;
and shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnash-

ULLU LRIV vivi e .

ing of teeth. Then shall the righteous

shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father.”—Matt. xiii. 86-48.

When we come to study this parable

and the explanation Jesus gave of it,.

we should keep in mind the fact that
the promise made to Abraham and his
seed, which is Christ, was that he
(Christ) should be the heir of the
world; and that the kingdom that shall
be given to the people of the saints of
the Most High is to be “under the
whole heaven.” According to the par-
able and its proper interpretation as
given by Jesus, both the wheat and the
tares are in the same “field,” which is
the world; that both the elect and the

nonelect are, according to Christ’s ex-
planation of the parable, now together,
in the same world, which world is his;
and he calls the world “his kingdom,”
in that he says, “And they shall gather
out of the kingdom all things that of-
fend, and them which do iniquity.”

The tares of the parable represent the
wicked, nonelect, which are to be sepa-
rated from the righteous, and they are
to be gathered out of the “field” where
they grow together with the wheat until
the time of harvest, which “field” is the
world; and inasmuch as Jesus said
“they shall be gathered out of his king-
dom,” it follows that in this world, this
present, Gentile world, is where the
kingdom under the whole heaven shall
be when the “kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord
and his Christ, and he takes unto him-
self his great power and reigns for ever
and ever.” That this “kingdom of
heaven,” which is likened unto a man
which sowed good seed in his field, is
not the visible church of Christ here on
earth, is very evident from the fact that
the righteous and the wicked are not
both in the church of Christ as the
wheat and tares of the parable were
both growing together in the same
field. In view of the fact that the king-
dom of God is to be set up on this
carth, as I believe the Scriptures teach,
the words of Solomon make the matter
very plain. “The wicked shall be cut
off from the earth, and the transgres-
sors shall be rooted out of it.”—Prov.
ii. 22. This shall be done when the Son
of man shall send his angels, in the end
of this present, Gentile world, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all

things that offend, and them that do
iniquity. 'This shall be necessary in
preparing this earth and the land God
promised to Abraham and his seed, for
the habitation of God’s children, and
when such preparation is made Christ
will have put down all rule and
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all authority of the Gentiles; the Gen-'

tile kingdoms, all of them, shall be
broken in pieces and consumed; the
- kingdom and dominion and greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven

shall be set up and given to the people

of the saints of the Most High; “then
shall the righteous shine forth in the
kingdom of their Father.” How com-
forting is the gospel or good news of
the kingdom that Jesus brings to us in
the language heading this article:
“Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath
‘not God chosen the poor of this world
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that
love him?’ Faith answers, Yes. The
Scriptures of eternal truth answer,
Yes; and the poor and afflicted people
of God who are given to see the signs
of the coming of the Son of man as

they now bulk large against the be-g

clouded horizon of this present evil
world rejoice in the happy thought that
their redemption draweth nigh; that
the promised kingdom is nigh at hand
and that the new heaven and the new
earth shall soon be revealed and there
shall be no more curse, and the former
things be passed away and they shall
be at home to die no more. Oh won-
derful, wonderful love! The love God
hath bestowed upon us that we should
be called the sons of God, “and because
ve are sons, (God hath sent forth the
‘Spirit of his Son inte your hearts, ery-
ing, Abba, Father,” and so unto our
Father in heaven we pray still, “Thy
kingdom come.” = :
C. M. WEAVER.

JOHNSTON CIT¥, Illinois,

Horrywoop, California, Feb. 16, 1931,

Dzrar Eprrors:—We come now to
chronicle the account of the last days of
brother W. D. Ball, who stated to the
unworthy writer that he had returned
from Richmond, California, after an
extended visit of over two years, thus
demonstrating again the fact that it is
not in man that walketh to direct his
steps, for he said he meant to remain
about two weeks. After his return he
seemed thankful to be thrown in with
those of like precious faith, and I must
say that I did not feel worthy to come
under his roof, and could not feel to
deserve his hospitality. I was intro-
duced to him by Elder G. O. Walker,
of Oregon, and seemed to lament my
want of foresight, for I did not feel the
importance of inquiring into the rec-
ords of the past, and, somewhat like
my friend and brother who introduced
them, we were given a measure of as-
surance that not he who commends
himself is approved, but him the Lord
commendeth, and I hope I can say in
sincerity that his conversation was com-
mended to my conscience, and he and
sister Ball and brother and sister Miller
had the marks of the Lord’s peculiar
people. On the twenty-eighth day of
May, 1928, sister Ball was removed by
death. Our days, like the days of the
patriarch Job, are swifter than a weav-
er’s shuttle, and when the time comes
to bear the wrench that sets us free,
that God, who seeth under the whole
heavens, controls all things and works
all things after the counsel of his own
will, calls us from the walks of men, and

| we conclude that things are .well or-
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dered, even though sometimes we
doubt, and find no rest until Jesus
breaks through the gloom, saying, “Be
not faithless, but believing.” “What,
if some did not believe? shall their un-

belief make the faith of God without
effect? God forbid.” What God hath

promised he is able to perform, and I
“doubt not for a moment that brother
Ball had heard and learned and been
assured of these things, and had re-
ceived grace to hold them fast, knowing
from whom, or by whom, he had been
taught. Sister Miller wrote me In
January, I think, that brother Ball was
to return soon to Riverside, and I, like
the other friends, hoped to meet him,
and on the third Sunday, while we were
together at sister Miller’s, where we
had met, thinking mostly of an humble
social visit, the Y.ord seemed to mani-
fest himself as a God at hand and
turned our little meeting lfor our spirit-
nal good and manifested the riches of
his goodness and mercy, making our
faith strong in the once meek and lowly
but now highly exalted Redeemer, and
stooping, as it were, to make our hope
abound. We were excreised, we trust
not for the worse, but for the better,
vejoicing with a measure of joy in the
fact that hope is not only a good hope
given by the grace of God, but that we
live by hope, and that it is as an anchor
to the sonl, both sure and steadfast, and
will firmaly abide and all the storms of
time outride. Brother Ball stepped in
while we were talking and took his place
in our little assembly, and the friends
arranged to keep up the fourth Sunday
meeting. It is evident that actions

speak louder than words, for brother
Ball was enabled to meet with us, and
it proved to be the last time given him
to listen to the singing and engage in
quiet though interesting conversation

.
O QI
ULl DL

dent, and needs no argument to prove,
that brother Ball was kept from going
with a multitude to do iniquity, and felt
thankful that he was kept from places
where Satan wages his most successful
wars. One thing more may be said, not
to exclude the many marks of grace
shown in him, which marks he acknowl-
edged he could not show, and that one
thing you may know, he did not believe
divine grace needed human works to
embellish or perfect; to him salvation
was of the Lord, and not i part or
degree by works of the creature. So
he received no comfort from those who
by the creeping-in process seem bent on
sowing mixed sceds in the gospel field.
He was kept from seeking the praise or
flattery of men by the covenant-keep-
ing God, who declares, I will put my
trust in their hearts, and cause them to
approach unto me, who gave him the
assurance of faith and enabled himt to
rest in the One he had learned to trust,
feeling that “He is able to keep that
which I have committed wunto him
against that day.”

T will not write much more, as I fear
my lctter is alveady too lengthy. We,
if not deceived, desire grace to enable
us to rest in the assurance that nothing
is too hard for God, so if it be his will
he will enable brother Ball’s children
and friends to hold his memory sacred,
and enable them to emulate his life, and
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honor- Jesus, and for Jesus” sake he will
receive them in glory at his right hand,
where there are pleasures for evermore,
where the chosen, called, predestinated,
justified and glorified find an abundant
entrance into everlasting joy.
~Your brother in the common faith,
T D WALKER.

(Sce obituary of W..ID. 13all in this numbeyr.)

Forvycr, Arvk., Jan, 11, 1931,
- Drar Broroer Lurrerrs:—I feel
a desire to write you, and, if possible,
encourage vou in vour editorial work
on the SieNs oy rrr Times. T want
vou to know, dear brother, that T fully
indorse your position as expressed in
this “New Year’s Greeting.” 1 have
been a rcader of the Siaens for about
thirty-three wvears  and have never
missed a copy since subscribing. I
have been a close observer of its prin-
ciples and doctrine and all the editors
connected with it from that time until
this last issuc, and I am glad and I hope
thankful to our heavenly Father that
Iie has scen fit in his infinite wisdom to
continue such men at the helm as editors
who do not fail or refuse to declare the
whole counsel of God. I think so much
of this article of yours, the humble
manner in which you present your feel-
ings, yet the boldness in which you
atirm that the Siens shall continue
setting forth the doctrine as founded
upon the absolute predestination of
God in all things, that I am sending
this copy to my son at De Sota, Mis-
souri. He cannot find any Primitive
Baptists in that city, but he is a lover of
these grand old truths of God’s rich
mercy and grace to poor helpless sin-

ners and would like to meet some of
these people, but as there are none
around there, I fecl that your- good
editorial and the letter of Klder

Hardy’s will be of great cheer and en-

couragement to him. Iver since I
have had a hope, and especially since 1
have Dbeen trying to preach, it has been
ny uppermost- thought and chief de-
light to preach a God over all worlds
and beings, and that he is an absolute
God in every respeet; that he saw from
the beginning to the very end of all
things, and that they (all things) must
come to pass just as he saw them, and
that we should not refrain or refuse to.
reprove and rebuke with all Tong-suf-
fering and doctrine, and this long-suf-
fering and doctrine covers everything,
and in refusing to deelare them just to
keep from hurting some one’s feelings
we are found lacking in our duty as
servants of God and are secking to
please men, which I must confess, or
rather declave, that for some reason I
rannot do.  'We must expose spirit-
ual wickedness, we must fight Armeni-
anism and give the alarm when the
enemies are approaching, and, God
being my helper, brother Lefferts, I am
going to do it; ever stand there and give
the alarm, reprove them, yes, wrestle
with and show their cunning craftiness
and their works through legislative
movements and religious organizations
wherewith they lie in wait to deceive.
Yes, expose them and sound the alarm
as good and faithful soldiers of the
Cross.

Yes, dear brother, I approve of your
course, and hope God will continue to
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put it into your mind to so keep on, and
if need be he will, for what his soul de-
sireth that he doeth.

Well, this is all for this time. I just
felt that if it could be the Lord’s will
I would love to be a contributor to your
encouragement, which I feel you de-
serve and need to further promote your
grand and good work. May God’s
rich grace and unerring Spirit be your
guide through the new year.

Yours in bonds,

V. R. HARRIS.

BuNTON, Ky, Feb. 8 1931

Drar KEprrors:—This second Sun-
day is the Sunday in the month that we,
a few of God’s humble poor, as we
hope, have beent meeting together at the
Old Soldier Cheek Church, in Marshall
County, Kentucky.. 'To-day the God
of hosts has seen fit to so arrange it in
his divine plan as to cause us to be
without our pastor, Klder J. C. Ches-
ter. He has been serving the church
for a number of years; since he has been
enabled to speak in the name of our
Lord he has been going in and out
before us. This winter, during the
Christmas holidays, he was taken sick
with bladder trouble, had an operation
performed and is still in a very weak-
ened condition, and is still in the hos-
pital at Mayfield, Kentucky. We
desire the prayers of God’s children
everywhere in this his affliction and
ours. Knowing that God is too wise
to err and too good to be unkind, we

desire to be reconciled to his most holyi

will, and be enabled by his grace to say,
God’s will be done, not ours. Brother

friends scattered abroad throughout
this land of ours who perhaps do not
know of his affliction, that I felt they
would learn of it through the columns
of the SieNs, cmd some would have a
mind possibly ‘to write to him and in
that way be a great-comfort to him. Tt
has always been his way to speak com-
forting words to those in trouble and
despair. Oftentimes when my hope
seemed so little that I was ready of
myself to cast it away, his letters would
come to me and encourage me to fight
on as the battle would not last long and
the clouds that had hung so heavy over
my head for years would some day
burst with brightness and I would be
made to rejoice in the Savior’s love and
in the knowledge that all these things
cometh to us while sojourning here in’
time, for our good and God’s glory, if
we are his children. I hope all who
vead of his sickness and affliction will
be impressed to send him a word or two,
at least, to let him know his labor of
love has indeed been remembered.

A sister in hope,
EFFIE BLOGG.

IArpING, W. Va., Feb. 11, 1931.

DeAr Broruer LErrerts:—I have
a desire to tell you that I have enjoyed
your editorials in the SteNs more than
I can express. They have been won-
derful, deep and instructive. What
secmed impossible to you was possible
with God. When you felt your ina-
bility to perform your editorial duties
the Lord became your strength, re-
moved the barriers and gave you a

Chester has so many acquaintanees and i deeper insight into his word and into
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the things transpiring around us in
fulfillment of his word as written by
the prophets and apostles. You have
discerned clearly the hand of the Lord
in the temporal blessings which he has
through providence provided for all
people.  As the apostle Paul says, he is
the Savior of all men, especially those
who believe. T believe God’s people
desire an expression from some of our
ministering brethren on those things
which we must pass through, as they
transpire around us and which in some
‘measure enter into our daily lives. In
all of those things vou have given God
all the praise, honor and glory.

The writings of the associate editors
have also been wonderful. For all
those blessings we desire to thank God
and take courage, praying that you and
all the other ministers of our God may
receive strength to stand firmly on the
walls of Zion and ery aloud and spare
not; warn, admonish, reprove, rebuke
and comfort as the Spirit may direct,
laboring in your several gifts for the
perfecting of the saints, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ, until we all
come in the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, that
we miay no more be tossed to and fro

“and carried about with every wind of
doctrine by the sleight of men and cun-
ning craftiness whereby they lie in
wait to deceive. That as you see the
day approaching you may exhort God’s
children to watch and be ready, for he
will come again without sin unto sal-
valion to raise our sleeping dust in the
likeness of his own body to enter into
the fullness of eternal bliss. May the

Lord continue to strengthen and bless
vou in all vour labors for Jesus’ sake.

Yours in fellowship,

(MRS.) ¥.. E. WORKMAN.
<
Marroon, IlL, Jan. 22, 1931.

Dzrar Brormer Lurrerrs:—I have
mtended writing you ever since T read
your cditorial in the January issue of
the Siens, but my continued physical
weakness prevents me from writing
much at a time, I wanted to congratu-
late, in that the Lord enabled you to
come out so clearly and interestingly
on the subjeet of predestination. It
was almost sixty years ago 1 wrote
quite a long article on the subject and
finally concluded to submit it to the
founders of the S1axs. The late Elder
Gilbert Beebe accepted it for publica-
tion, and gave it notice editorially, and
in all the vears of my ministry I have
contended and preached aceordingly,
and as you vourself and others' are
doing.

I am sorry I can write but a few
lines at a time. I am still confined to
my room, but feel I am a little stronger
and that perhaps after a time I may be
able to get out in the open once more.
However, my days are in the Lord’s
hand, and when they are numbered the
summons will be here for me. May his
merey and  grace abound. with and
enable you to contend earnestly for-the
faith onee delivered unto the saints,
and thus make vour calling and clection
sure, is my carnest wish and prayer.

In the bonds of christian fellowship
and love, vour brother, ,

J. G. SAWIN,.
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WEST FRANKFORT, Ill., Dec. 21, 1930.
‘DEear Ebprrors:—As this is the close
of the year, and I have not lost a paper
during the year, I want to thank you
for your kindness in sending me the
Siens or THE Tinvus.
about this time last year and told you
that my husband was sick and my
health was so poorly that I could not
pay for the paper, and after you wrote
me a card, and said that I would still
receive the paper I kept thinking we
would get better, or it might be that
God would see and call us out of our
suffering, but he has blessed us and we
are still here. Our eity has a popula-
tion of about twenty thousand, and I
am the only Old Primitive Baptist I
know of here. My husband is a North-
ern Baptist. I have been able to go to
meeting but onee during the past year.
We have an Old Baptist Church about
six miles north of us, and another about
the same distanee south of us. T used
to attend at both places as long as my
health would permit, but now all the
church comfort I get is from the dear
old paper. I have enjoyed them much,
but I can read my old ones and get
comfort from them, for I cannot ex-
pect you to keep sending the paper to
me without my paying for it. I believe
that as good a paper as the Siens is
should be paid for, and I do not want
to burden you and help bring about its
downfall. My grandfather was a sub-
seriber years ago. He has been dead
sixty-three years. Ile was an Old
Baptist preacher.

dear I wrote

Again thanking you for your kind-

ness, and if ever I get the money I.

surely will send some to help send it to
“the poor of the flock,” as well as to
pay for those sent me during the past
veat

I will close by wishing you a Merry

(1, P - Y N \
Christmas and a appy New Year.

MAGGIE N. ANDERSON.
[Tur foregoing is a sample of the
many letters we receive from those who
are reading the Siaxs through the gen-
erosity of those who send donations to
help us furnish the paper to “the poor
of the flock,” and we are herewith print-
ing it so the doners may know how
mueh comfort is derived through their
kindress.  Were it not for such help we
could not send the paper to so many
free of charge, and we do indeed sin-
cerely thank them for their generosity
and much needed assistance~—J, 1.
B. & CO.]
e e

Poca, W, Va, 1« eb 3, 1931.
Dpar Brermre~:—T want to thank
all who read the Stans ox 1mE 'TrMes
and have learned of the low state of
health of my \\'If(', also of my broken
down condition in my old age, for the
respeet that has been shown me by the
preeious brethren and sisters of the
Primitive faith. T want to thank them
all as one body of true believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. T will say that we
are some better in health, and do hope .
to never be a burden to our dearly be-
loved brethren and sisters. We are old;
this we cannot help. We are fast
ripening for the grave; and this we
caimot help.  Our hope and future
prospects for heaven and immortal
glory are vesting in Jesus and his aton-

ing blood that cleanseth from all sin.
With Jove to all, I remain your un-
worthy brother in hope of eternal life,

J. W, McCLLANAHAN.
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RESTITUTION.
(Acts 111, 21.).

A s1sTER whose address is Harding,
West Virginia, wrote, asking as fol-
lows: “In the restitution of all things,
what will be the ‘all things’ that are to
be restored? I have never heard any
views on this neither have I been en-
abléd to grasp its full meaning.”

We cannot tell why our ministers of
late yvears have been silent on this sub-
ject of “restitution,” unless it has been
simply because their minds have not
been exercised to speak and to write of
it. In looking back over the writings
of Old School Baptists years ago, one
occasionally comes across references to
this subject, which shows that our

people of former generations accepted
and belicved the doctrine of “restitu-
tion.” Nowadays, however, when this
subject comes up, it seems to strike
many as something they never heard of
before. Thus, it may be good for us to
be reminded of those things which we
have let slip through not having been
taught them. Restitution simply means
restoration, the act of giving back
what had at some former time been
taken away. In this connection, it
means restoring to the Jews what God
had deprived them of. It means re-
storing the Jews to their own land and
giving back to them the land taken
from them. Not only, however, does
restitution apply to giving back to the
Jews their former land, but it means
restoring the Jewish nation to covenant
relationship with the Almighty through
his Son Jesus Christ whom they re-
jeeted and crucified; but whom at his:
appearing again they will believe in as
their Messiah and Redeemer. 'This can
take place only when the Gentile church
has been brought unto completion; and
from the signs now among us, we be--
lieve this is about at hand. Religious
organizations, that is the form of re-
ligion, may continue on for some time
to come, but the true body of Christ,
which is his ehurch, seems to be about
finished. Already, and for some yvears
past, the world has been witnessing the
steady movement of the Jews toward
their own land. The World War of
1914 to 1918 gave this movement a
great impetus, and since then it has
been growing by leaps and bounds.
“He shall send Jesus Christ, which
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before was preached unto you: whom
the heaven must receive until the times
of restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began.”
Just exactly as the word here says, God
the Father will send to the Jews his
Son Jesus Christ. This Jesus was
before preached unto them in all the
types and shadows of the Mosaic cove-
nant. e was declared by all the
prophets unto them. It is perfectly
true that the Mosaic covenant was dis-
obeyed by the Jewish nation, wherefore
they were cast out; and sinee their being
ast out, God through Christ by his
grace has brought the Gentile church
in. When this body of Christ is com-
pleted from among the Gentiles, then
will be brought to light the kingdom of
heaven among the restored Jewish vem-
nant in the land of promise. The cove-
nant made by God with Abraham was
before the law four hundred and thirty
vears, and the law which was afterward
cannot. by any means disannul the
promise which preceded the law. But
the Jews, as well as the Gentiles, cannot
come in by the works of the law; they
cannot possibly come into the kingdom
by flesh and blood: it must be by prom-
ise and wholly by God’s grace. It will
not and cannot be by their own might
and power, but by the Spirit of the
Lord. This is why the present world-
movement of Zionism has about come
to a standstill on aceount of Kngland’s
refusal to execute vigorously the man-
date over the land of Palestine assigned
to England by the League of Nations.
England is afraid to antagonize the

Arabs which are opposed to the Jews
coming back to Palestine. Thus, the
movement of Jews in that direction has
been slowed down, but 1t is with almost
breathless interest that we look for the
next development in world affairs which
will speed it up again. Jesus Christ is
at the present time in the heaven and
has been in the heaven ever since his
disciples with their own eyves beheld
him ascend up out of their sight; he will
appear again at the fullness of the
times of vestitution, will appear to the
Jews, and when they see him next time
they will not say, “Away with him, ¢ru-
cify him. We will not have him to rule
over us.” No, they will say, “Blessed is
he that cometh in-the name of the
Lord.” They will gladly hail hini as
their King and Messiah, There is no
spirituality in them as vet, and will
not be until they arc circumeised in
heart, and that will not take place until
they are back in the land, as Moses says
in Deutcronomy xxx. 6. There is not
a single one of the prophets but who
declarcs this restoration of the Jews
to their own land.  As Acts iit. 21, says,
“the mouth of all his holy prophets”
has spoken it.  Moses, Kzckiel, Daniel,
Hosea, Amos, Jeremiah and Isalah all
say so. Had we space, we would quote
them afl.  “Then shall the children of
Judah and the children of Isracl be
gatheved together, and appoint them-
selves one head, and they shall conte up
out of the land: for great shall be the
day of Jezreel.”—Hosea i. 11, “Thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, T will take
the children of Israel from among the
heallien, whither they be gone, and will
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gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land: and I will
make them one nation in the land upon
the mountains of Israel; and one king
shall be king to them all; and they shall
be no more two nations, neither shall
they be divided into two kingdoms, any
more at all.”—HKzek. xxxvii. 21, 22.
Kuzekiel’s vision of the valley of dry
bones refers entirely to this time of
restitution, and unot to the Gentile
church at all, though it is often made
to apply that way. You will note in
this vision of the valley of dry bones,
that the bones came together while
there was still no life in them; flesh and
sinews came upon the bones and yet
there was mno life there. What an
amazing picture is this of the coming
together of Israel which we are wit-
nessing to-day! In all this world-union
of Jews everywhere for the purpose of
returning to their own beloved land,
there is no spiritual life from God vet.
Nevertheless, the bones are coming to-
gether and the flesh and sinews are
coming upon the bones. Never since
the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans under Titus in 70 A. D. has
there been such a world movement of
Israel toward their own land as in this
present time. We are to-day seeing
the verification of Kzekiel’s vision, and
the breath of spiritual life will be
breathed into this restored remnant
some time following their restoration to
the land; just when, Geod alone knows.
They are coming up out of their graves
now, and the “graves” in this instance
mean the different nations of the earth
where the Jews have been scattered

during their dispersion from their land.
These graves are now opening and the
dry bones are coming up out of them
and are coming to their fellow-bones
and are receiving flesh and sinews, yet
are still spiritually dead. The time of
their awakening, which will take place
when the Tord from heaven appears to
them, may be much nearer than we -
think. Remember, it comes as a thief
m the night and none of us will know
of it until it is a matter of {ull realiza-
tion. Read Amos ix. 14, 15; also Jere-
miah xxxi. 10-14. Indeed, search
through all the prophets and then stand
amazed at the declared wonders of
propheey vou sce revealed there. 'The
marvelous workings of God’s eternal
plan and purpose are nothing short of

stupendous.  'The present distresses
among the nations of the Gentile

world are plainly of the Lord, are
plainly the fulfilment of his written
word. Jtconomic depressions, droughts,
famines, wars, pestilences, earthquakes,
floods and all their kindred ills are
vials of the seven last plagues being
poured out from heaven, all to wear
down the political and world supremacy
of the Gentiles to prepare the way for
the kings of the east, to usher in the
kingdom of heaven among the restored
Jews, and when that is done the whole
world will realize such a blessing flow-
ing to all nations because of the king-
dom of heaven, such an age as the world
has never vet seen.  Then, that which
missionaries have been trying to do for
one hundred and fifty yvears by pros-
elyting and money raising will be done
instantly, becausc it is expressly de-
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clared in the prophets that even the
heathen shall know that God is the
Lord and that Israel is his pcople, when
the T.ord shall set up his kingdom to
reign; in that day when he shall take
unto himself his great power and shall
reign. Prior to this coming in of the
kingdom, there will be some kind of
world-federation, a last and most des-
perate effort on the part of Gentile
world-power to retain their hegemony
over the world which thev already feel
slipping from their grasp. When this
world-federation is an established fact,
we shall expect to see the “man of sin”
at the head of it. But it will all go for
naught. The final act of this “man of
sin” with the world league backing him
up, will be to move against the helpless
restored Jews in the holy land; and that
move will be the last desperate act of
the Gentiles to retain their hold on
world power. Tt will be nothing short
of suicide for them. In confirmation
- of this fact revealed in Holy Writ, read
Fuzekiel thivty-cighth and thirty-ninth
chapters. There you will find, just
exactly as God has predestinated it, the
assault of allied powers against the re-
stored Jews, which will not only be
fruitless, but absolutely fatal to Gen-
“tile supremacy: they shall die by thou-
sands upon the mountains of Tsrael and
be buried there, not because the Jews
will be able to defeat them by them-
selves but because the Lord will himself
appear and fight against them with the
fire of his own wrath and indignation.

This “day of the L.ord” shall not come

!

'until the world shall first witness the

rise and supremacy of the “man of sin”
whose number is 666. So Paul says in
2 Thessalonians ii. 3, 4.

Strange as it may seem, the very day
we received the request from this sister
in West Virginia for information upon
this subject, we received the February
number of the Gospel Standard from
T.ondon. 'To our amazement, we found
in that number an article written by
Mr. J. C. Philpot in 1854, over three-
quarters of a century ago. We cannot
forbear letting you have part of it, but
wish you could read all of it. Tt comes
from out the past as a startling con-
firmation of what we believe, but which
we find few people at the present time
do believe. Here it is:

“rPhe restoration of the Jews to their own land
scems to us a8 clearly revealed as their dispersion.
(Deut. xxx. 1-5.) It seems evident from the words,
‘that the way of the kings of the east may be
prepared,’ that there will he a gradual preparation
for their return, and that it will come to pass, not
as a sudden miracle or unexpected event, but will
take place as a matter long anticipated.”

Now, this is amazing when you con-
sider that when Mr. Philpot wrote these
lines Zionism was not heard of as yet,
and there was not yct any world-organ-
ization of the Jews in 1854. Mr. Phil-
pot bases his assertions entirely on the
Bible and not on the events of his time:
a most wonderful proof of the spiritual
insight of Mr. Philpot into these hidden
things. Not one single word of what
Myr. Philpot has written needs changing
in the light of what we know to-day:
events as they have come to pass show
clearly that Mr, Philpot was entirely
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right. Let us quote him a little further:
“Most clear and distinct are the promises that
the ten tribes thus carrvied into captivity, called
in the Word of God from their leading tribe,
‘Iphraim,” and sometimes termed ‘Israel,’ as dis-
tinct from the tribe called ‘Judah,” will be restored
to their own land. We will not multiply quota-
tions. It will be suflicient to refer our readers to
the following passages: Isalall xi. 11-14; IXzelk.
xxxvii. 19-28; and to one which, from its distinct
mention of the ‘house of Joseph, that is, the ten
tribes (Joseph being the father of Ephraim), we
can hardly forbear quoting: ‘And I will strengthen
the house of Judah, and I will save the hounse of
Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them:
for I have mercy npon them; and they shall be as
though I had not cast them off; for I am the Lord
their God, and will hear them. ‘I will bring them
again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather
them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into
the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and the place
shall not be found for them. (Zech, x. 6, 10.) The
drying up of the river merely preparcs the way
for the return; ‘but years may intervene before
the event is accomplished, and therc appears every
reason to believe that Babylon will be destroyed
before it takes place. See Isaiah 14tlr chapter.”

So wrote the able Mr. Philpot sev-
enty-scven years ago. All that has
transpired in these seventy-seven years
does not make necessary the change of
a single word of his prediction. “Years
may intervene before the event is ac-
complished,” he says. Well, years have
intervened and it is being accomplished
under our very eyes. As cvenls come
to pass day by day, they reveal what
has been i the Divine Mind from eter-
nity; history ‘is nothing more or less
than the unrolling of predestination.
The Bible will interpret these events
as they come to pass, if only we are
given to understand them in the light
of the Spirit. It is good for us to
watch, and to pray as we watch. May
the Lord give us ever more and more
of his light and not leave us to sleep on
in darkness; that is, in ignorance of his
wonderful purpose.

H. H. 1.

ISATAH IX. 6, 7.

“IFor unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given, and the government shall be mpon his
shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlastihg
TFather, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justice, from henceforth even for ever. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”

We again in addressing you call your
attention to the prophecy of Isaiah in
the above quotation. In the first of this
quotation the prophet speaks as though
he was addressing the entire household
of faith, which we contend he was, and
the expression goes forth as though the
manifested event of the birth of Jesus
had already taken place. We then
must admit that thce Spirit of the
Trinity was inspiring the prophet when
he uttered these sacred declarations.
The word “child” applies to either an
unborn or recently born human being.
As this was the expression of Divinity,
the child that was born is of divine or
supreme parentage, and the relation of
the cxpression this child is declared to
be a son, and in the two phrases unto
us he was born and given. This Son was
born for a certain fixed end and given
to be the executor of his Father’s will,
for he came not to do his own will, but
the will of the Father that sent him, and
this is the will of the Father, That of all
he has given me I shall lose nothing, but
raise it up at the last day. (John vi. 88,
39.)  We have the word of this Son
recorded by the apostle John that was
declared unto us by the prophet, and he
speaks in the execution of his Father’s
will that was spoken by the prophet 740
years previous to the deliverance of this
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child from the virgin, and we see in this
- that the virgin only bore that which
was, and she stands in a wonderful
~sense a type of the manifestation of the
power of God in mortal flesh, and we
know according to nature the impossi-
~bility of a virgin to bear a son of herself,
and for her to bear a son it must be by
the power of the Most ITigh. So we
read she was speaking unto the angel,
saying, How shall this be? The angel
answered, “The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee; there-
fore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be ealled the Son of
God.”—Luke 1. 84, 35. The govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder. As
we consider the government we must
note it was not a mere rvule or practice
of carnal men, nor such government as
the rule of nations of the earth, and in
enforeing the law of natural govern-
ment it is not vested to a child or to one
individual. The Son referred to in our
text is the alpha and omega, the be-
ginning and the end, the first and the
last, and one that is without beginning
of days or end of time. So none could
rule in the wisdom of him, nor under-
stand the will of the Father and know
all the purposes of the Father in the
controlling and working all things after
the counsel of his own will. This gov-
ernnient rests upon his shoulder. The
shoulder is the constructed form of the
body bearing the upper limbs called the
arms, and the shoulder is so constructed
as to give strength and freedom of ac-
tion to the arms. His government rest-
"ing upon his shoulder declares his re-

| sponsibility to the Father for its execu-

tion, and according to the position
of its resting-place typifies the strength
and power to carry forth to its full
execution. We also note the posi-
tion as being between wisdom and the
vital organs of the chest, and is a weight
and burden upon the whole body of the
Son. The head bears the intelhgence
to discern the goal to be reached and
the iaying down of this burden, and we
hear the Son declaring, How am I to
be straitened until this be accomplished?
The arm takes the burden from the
shoulder and lays it down, so we hear
the prophet Isaiah saying, “IHis arm
brought salvation unto him; and his
righteousness, it sustained him.”--Isaiah
lix. 16. And, “Mine own arm brought
salvation unto me.”—Isaiah Ixiii. 3.
This arm under consideration moves
objects, places them, carries them to
the place where the whole body would
have them, and the performance of all
workmanship is done by the arm and
its terminal members. The power and
supremacy of this Son is so wonderful
that he works and none can hinder, hin-
ders and none can work. The prophet
records that his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, the everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace. The Son leadeth his people
in paths of righteousness for his name’s
sake, and his leading is in paths not
known and ways past finding out, and
at the same time instructs them. Jesus
says, As many as hear and learneth of
the Father cometh unto me, and he that
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast

out. e teaches them by his Spirit,
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for we read that when he was up in the
mountain his disciples came unto him
and he taught them, and in his question-
ing his disciples said, Will you also go
away? Their answer was, Lord, to
whom shall we go? Thou only hath the
word of eternal life. So his teaching is
far superior to that of men, for his
words are spirit and life and come with
demonstration of the Spirit and power,
so we can declare of a truth that he is
‘Wonderful, Counsellor, and he is in us;
his Spirit teaches us that denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts we should
live soberly, righteously and godly in
this present world. .

The mighty God. The word “God”
implies supreme deity and self-existing
Creator, and it is he that upholds all
things by the word of his power, and
the powers that be are ordained of God,
and it was declared by the Son of God,
All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. The arm that brought
salvation unto him destroved him that
had the power of death, delivered his
people from bondage and conquered
death, hell and the grave, and gave
cternal life to every eleet vessel of
God’s love and merey, which was the
salvation that his arm brought him.
When poor sinners behold the Sun
of righteousness arising with such heal-
ing, love and tender compassion, and
driving out strong enemies and all
manner of uncleanness, they affirm
that he is the mighty God, and when
they realize his abundant mercy and
grace failing not, and that he is always
a present help in time of trouble, they
declare his fatherly care, then they can

testify that he is the everlasting Father
and reigns in peace and righteousness.
His peace far surpasses all carnal
reasoning. He rules as having author-
ity, working in direet accord with the
Father as he affirms, My Father
worketh and I work hitherto. He is
deelared to be the Prince of Peace, and
of the inerease of his government and
peace there shall be no end. The
prophet prophesied of his coming, and
he was looked for with eager expecta-
tions, and they waited for him as the
promised Messiah that should come and
lead God’s people, Israel, which was not
considered in a spiritual interpretation.
He was expected to sit upon the throne
of David as king of Israel, to rule in
natural government, but God sent him
to sit upon the throne of the righteous-
ness that was in David and to deliver
his people from the bondage of iniquity.
David was not only king of Israel
nationally, but a worshiper of God.
The child in our text brings us to the
time he was named Jesus, who was the
end of the law for righteousness to them
that believe and is the spirit in which
all worship of God is done and not in
the oldness of the letter, for the letter
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. As
the law was weak through the flesh,
God sent his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin to condemn sin
in the flesh. He performs his work by
his Spirit to the fulfilling of his Fath-
er’s will. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this. All according to
God’s will, and the government of his
people shall be manifested by their
lives that they are children of his king-
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dom. The Son said, Search the Scrip-
tures, for in them ye think ye have
cternal life, but they are they that tes-
tify of me. When we look for blessings
because of some act performed by this
natural creature we are not trusting
the Iiving God for our salvation, and
also declare against the words of the
prophet in our text, and we fully realize
we cannot add to nor take from it, for
his zeal performs this, working in us
both to will and to do of his good pleas-
ure, bringing the blind by ways they
knew not and in ways past finding out.
This Son triumphed in the work his
Father gave him to do, and in his divine
character declared it finished, then
bowed his head and gave up the ghost.
He died and rose from the dead, and
he dcclared that he was dead but was
alive and alive for evermore, and, as he
declared, of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end.
The manifestation of the government of
+od. among the sons of men by the
manifested spirit of the fruits of their
faith, which is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness,. temperance: against such
there is no law. And they that are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts. (Gal.v.22-24.)
All that bear this fruit ave called the
sLeep of ‘his pasture and he is their
Shepherd, and he calleth them by name
and leadeth them out and they follow
him, and he says, I give to them eternal
life and they shall never perish. These
avec members of the church of God and
he is the Maker and Builder, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against

him, and as one goes in and out of the
door they are given to discern between
the servants and they which serve him
not, and to be cast out from the church
they know there would be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 'This poor creature
to be cast out from the church would
weep for the inhabitants of Zion and
long to be at rest with his flock. The
gnashing of teethis by those who thirst
for the blood of the sheep, for naturally
speaking, there are many animals by
nature thirsting after the blood of its
helpless prey. All such referred to in
the Seriptures are in the flesh, and when
we are led of the flesh we ave as raving
wolves, and such that ave in the church
of God we know that they are wolves
in sheep’s clothing. This Son’s king-
dom shall know no end, and every sub-
jeet shall be willing beeause of the
power of the Most High. "The Jewish
nation was not obedient unto the Son of
God, nor could they keep and fulfill a
righteous law, so we hear by the mouth
of the prophet, “I will utterly pluck
up and destroy that nation, saith the
Lord.”—Jer. xii. 17. What the T.ovd
does is forever, and we have the fulfill-
ment of this prophecy manifested in
the Jewish nation as they are scattered
throughout the whole world and are no
more reeognized as a nation, and the
Jewish nation, and every other nation,
kindred, tongue and people, shall be
blessed according to the grace given in
Christ Jesus, which shall compose a
holy nation, a royal priesthood, zealous
of good works, and he is their fullness,
for he filleth all in all. 'This is the full-
ness of the Gentiles, for they were
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without the law until they were given
the law of God by his Son, so they are
embraced in the law of the Spirit of life
that is in Christ Jesus and are not idle
worshipers, and neither are the sheep
of God that are of the Jewish fold, for
Jesus has broken down that middle wall
or partition between Jew and Gentile,
so making peace, making them inhabi-
tants of his holy nation, and they enter
in to the kingdom prepared for them
from the foundation of the world. May
we examine oursclves for the generality
of our relationship in this nation, and it
only can be done as his Spirit taketh of
the things of him and showeth them
unto us. When a Jew returns to the
‘land of promise he comes only as he is
led by the Spirit, and he comes to Jesus,
and he is turned by the Son and drawn
by the Father. As God finished his

work on the sixth day and rested on the
seventh, so Jesus declared his work
finished, the redemption price paid and
he will gather them and say, Come in,’
ve blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world, then there will
be a holy nation. To our understand-
ing, this is the return of the Jews to the
land of promise.
C.W.V,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HELP SEND THE
“SIGNS’’ TO THE POOR OF THE
FLOCK AND TO AID THE ¢ SIGNS.”

Elizabeth Rittenhouse, N. J., $4; Nellie M.
Palmer, Maine, $1; Mrs. J. W. Garrison, N. J, $1;
Mrs, Sarah J. Clegg, Pa., $1; Mrs. A. J. Crenshaw,
Okla., $1; Mrs. Louis Koeler, Ontario, $2; Mrs. H.
A, Smith, Texas, $2,

$1914.
- Estelle Duff, Chicago, May M. Johnson, who died

. Dillingham, of Blue Springs, Missouri.

OBITUARY NOTICES.

THOMAS W. RECORDS, son of William D. and
Hunice J. Records, was bhorn in Sussex County,
Delaware, May 13th, 1841, and died at his home,
411 N. Delaware, Independence, Missouri, February
28th, 1931, having attained the age of 89 years, 9
months and 15 days. He received his education
in the common schools of the county and at the
Academy of Laurel, Delaware. He left home in
1865 and came to Kansas City, where he remained
one year, then removed to Old Blue Springs and
established the first general store in that locality.
He was largely connected in a business way in the
life of Blue Springs, serving as postmaster for
some time, He helped to form and incorporate
the Blue Springs Mercantile Company, with =
capital of $15,000. Later nhc and others incorpor-
ated the Bank of Blue Springs for $16,000. Xe
served as president of the bank until March, 1918,
when he resigned, having previously sold his in-
terest in the store. He was married April 16th,
1868, to Miss Stella Ellington, of Platt County,
Missouri, who diled January, 1919. He removed
to Independence in August, 1918, and after the
death of his wife made his home with his daugh-
ter-in-law, Mrs. Bertha Records, a highly cultured
and estimable woman, who, with her two children
and step-daughter were most kind and considerate
of cvery pleasure and comfort for his happiness.
To brother Records and wife were born three
children: Willlam P., o daughter who died in
infaney, and Thomas H., who died September 10th,
There were five grandchildren: Mrs. Helen

February 15th, 1930, Lavina, Thomas Herbert and
Dorothy, of the home, and one niece, Mrs. D. M.
Brother
Records professed a hope in the saving grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ more than fifty years ago,
but from a deep feeling sense of his unworthiness

!did not unite with the chureh until the third

Sunday in June, 1919, when he came before the
chureh at Pleasant Grove, related his experience
and was gladly received. He requested to be bap-
tized just as soon as we could get to it, and that
afternoon the unworthy writer had the pleasure
of burying him in baplism, raising him up to walk
in newness of life, so venerable looking and with
such a satisfied expression on his face that caused
rejoicing in the hearts of all present. Brother
Records was a firm believer in the doctrine of
predestination and election as taught in the SioNs
or THE TIiMES and “XLone Pilgrim,” endecavoring
wherever he went among the Baptists to secure
subscribers to these papers, and some of his writ-
ings may be found in their columns. e was well
versed in the Scriptures and was the most earnest
contender for the faith that I ever have been
associated with., He made no eompromise with
error, and had no sympathy or fellowship for the

Juodern systems of the day, yet he was most con-

siderate of other men's belief, never saying harsh
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things of them, saying that none of them could
help believing as they did, He contended for

peace, saying that the doctrine of predestination
never had divided churches, and that an evidence
of an experience of salvation by grace should be
sufficient for christian fellowship. Brother Records
loved to hear sound preaching, and loved to have
his bhrethren about Ttim and in his home. He would
go far and near to meetings and associations, and

well Baptists

heloved
and preachers in the west, By strict economy and
good husiness management hée was able to ac-
cumulate considerable wealth, and was liberal in
helping preachers oun their way, good to the poor,
considerate of the nsedy and left n well balanced
estate for his grandchildren. He had made funeral
arrangements, suggesting that the hymns, “There
i a spot to mie more clear” and “How firm a
foundation” be sung, and that a comforting Scrip-
ture to him, the fivst clause of Revelation xx. 6,
be used. He also reguested that as I had haptized
him I also preach his funeral, and that no merit
of his be preached, as he had none, Hut that Christ
be preached, who was delivered for our offences
and raised for our justification. Assisted Hy Rlder
. K. Attebery in the sevvices, I tried to comply
with his request, using the above mentioned Sciip-
ture as a text, at the M. E. church-house in Blue
Springs, Sunday afternoon, Mareht Ist. A large
asgemahly of friends and neighbors were in at-
tendance to pay respect and tribute to a citizen
whose memory and tife will linger Jong with those
who knew and Joved him so well. His body as
laid to rest in the heautiful cemietery at Blue
Springs, and truly can we say that a great man
in Tsrael has fallen, I wish to commend all of his
kindred, the brethren of hig church and all who
nhelieve in o living God, to hirn who i8 able and will

[ et Nt RO TY
WS known and by many

raise our slecping dust in the likeness of out
Savior, to see him and praise him torever and
forever,

W. L. HALL.

WILL HUBBELL pagsed away at his late home,
at Kelly Corners, N. Y. February Tth, 1931. He
was the elder son of the late Tlder John D. Huh-
pell and Eliza (Jaquish) Hubbell, born to them in
tha home in which he always lived, and where he
died after o life full of usefulness. On September
26th, 1888, he married Tva Taylor, to which union
were born four children: Fannie, Harry, John and
Ralph, all of Kelly Corners. Mr. Hubbell suffered
a2 shock on Novemher 25th, 1929, from which he
partly recovered, sa that he was able to continue
his active interest in the various bHusiness enter-
prises in which he had gpent the greater part of
his lite. On Tuesday before his death he sufferved
Suar-

viving him are his wife and their four children

another stroke, from which he never rallied.

hefore mentioned, also one brother, Burr, of Kelly

A
Corners, also one grandson. Mr. Ffubbell will be

greatly missed in the community where he always
lived. He was a good father, neighbor and friend.
In business, he was considered by all who knew
him to be strictly honest and upright. He had a
host of friends and was widely respected and
loved, which wasg shewn by the large gathering
from far and near that attended his funeral. Te
was a faithful friend to the church of which his
father, Klder J. D. Hubbell, was for so long their
1

Nl PR 33 7] v »
Elde wstot
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i stee and pasto

e esteemaeu and

, and was always

ready to aid them with his presence and subport.
We believe his trust was in God, who he felt had
the ht to do with him and his as seemed bhest
in his sight. Tlfc is greatly missed and mourned
by his dear faumily, to whom he was very devoted,
and while it is hard foy them to say, “Thy will he
done,”’ they know that God only can enable them
to be rcconciled to him.

The writer was called to the tuneral, which was
held in Mr. Hubbell’s late home, with interment
in the Kelly Corners Cemetery.

ALSO,

MRS, CHRISTENA LILLY, our dear sister in
Christ, departed this life at her home in Dutton,
Ontario, February 23rd, 1931, after an illness of
about three weeks, She was the daughter of John

McIntyre and Janet (Kerr) Melntyre, and was
Pporn at lYona Slation February 20th, 18562, Over

fifty-two vears ago she married Thomas . Tdlly,
when they immniediately moved to Dutton, where
they have sinee resided, Besides her husband,
she leaves one Lrother, Andvew McIntyvre, Wal-
Jacetown, and several nephews and nieces to
monrn their loss. She united with the Covenanted

Baptist Churceh about forty-three yvears ngo, aund
was baptized by the late Klder William Tollard.

She wag a very highly esteemed citizen, having a
host of friends, who will greatly mourn their loss.
n the church she was a faithful member, humble
and kind, and it was her delight to honor her
brethren, and the hest she had in her home was
reserved for them, in which kindness and hospi-
tality her dear and bhareaved husband gladiy par-
tieipated. Since it has been our Jot to Dbe her
pastor it has Heen our privilege to often call in to

see Ter, and she was always happy when e
entered into spiritual eonversation. In her last
sickness we rejoice to say that her mouth was

filled with the praise of the T.ord. We miss her
much, for she loved the habitation of God’s house,
and the place where his honor dwelleth., Her
almost
“Thy

companion of over half & century is

crushed by his loss, vet would calmly savw,
will be done.”

The writer officiated at the funeral, the service
was at her late home, and interment was in Fair-
view Cemetery. May God, the Holy Spirit, com-
fort her dear companion, and may our end be like
hers.

G R
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FRANKL!IN S. TERRY, son of the late Isaac
and Martha Terry, of Southampton, Pennsylvania,
was born December 17th, 1846, and died Tebruary
14th, 1931, making his stay on earth 84 years, 1
month and 27 days. e wag married three times.
The first was {o Miss Anno Addis, October 14th,
1874, and to this union was born one son, Howard
Addis Terry, now of DPhiladelphia, I’a. She de-
parted this life December 10th, 1880, at the age
of twenty-nine years. The second marriage was
to Miss Susie 8. IFrancis, of Virginia, a sister of
the late Blder A. B. Francis, of Delmar, Delaware.
She departed this life February 14th, 1898, at the
age of forty-five years. 7The third marriage was
to Miss Mary &, Hill, April 27th, 1899, She de-
parted this life July 7th, 1921, at the age of sixty-
six years, leaving her husband and his only son
to mourn until death called him. IDBrother Terry
united with the Old School Baptist Chureh at
Southamptan, Pa., and was baptized Dy the late
Elder Willlam J. Purington while he was pastor
of that church. After scveral yvears he united Dy
letter with the Salem Old School Baptist Church
in Philacdelphia, P’a. Several years later he moved
to Hopewell, N. J, and he and his last wife
hrought letters and united with the Teivst Hope-
well Church, where his membership remained to
the end of his pilgrimage. He was a kind, faithtul
and generous member, an ardent supporter of the
canse and defender of the gospel. e served the
churches of Southampton and Salem as Deacon,
and in his faithfulness purchased to himself a
good degree and great holdness in the Taith, We
shall miss brother Terry, but feel our loss is his
eternal gain and he now rests from his labors. He
was a great reader, having read the Bible through
about three times, and he often spoke of the won-
derful deep mysteries, and viewed more than he
could command language to express, and often
wondered if he could realize as it is written in
Zechariah fourteenth chapter and seventh verse,
“That at evening time it shall be light,” which
was the text used by the writer at his funeral.
We feel to say that tiruly Jight was with him, for
just wrevious to his death, in the early hours of
the morning, he was heard singing, “There will be
no more sorrow there,” &ec.

ATSO,

Mr. JEREMIAH VAN DYKE was born March
26th, 1844, and departed this life December 5th,
1930, making his stay on this earth 86 years, §
months and 9 days. He was married to Miss
Esther B3lackwell December 4th, 1867, by the late
Hlder Fartwell, and to this union two daughters,
Alice and Anna, were born. Alice, deceased, was
the wife of Walter Smith; Anna is the wife of
Mr. Martin Kintner, of Pennington, N. J. XHis
wife and daughter, Mrg, Smith, died several years
ago. Brother Van Dyke joined the Hopewell O
‘School Baptist Church in the latter part of his
life, only aboutf ten years prior to his death. e
was haptized by the writer. Brother Van Dyke
was @ devoted member and traveled guite exten-

sively visiting the brethren from Maine to Vir-

ginfa. His last ilness was of short duration. He
was stricken with dizziness, fell and broke his
hip. Paralysis resulted and his death oeccurred

He leaves to mourn his death
one daughter, Mrs. Martin Kintner; three grand-
children, Mrs. Marian K. Seidel, Mrs. Stella S,
Milard and Edgar Kintner; two great-grandcehit-
dren, Walter Millard and Richard H. Kintner,
Besides his immediate family and the church, he

shortly afterward.

leaves a great many relatives and friends to
mourn, and we fecl, as is often rehearsed, we

stiould not mourn for him as though he had no

hope. We hope and feel that our loss is his eter-
nal gain. May the God of peace comfort all who
mourn.

C. WLV
o e .

MRS. HATTIE KELLEY, our sister in Christ,
passed away from this earthly life February 11th,
1931, at the home of her brother-in-law, Mr. ¢ C.
Roller, at Ft. Myer Heights, Virginia. She was
the daughter of James 13. and Hortensia Havener,
of T.eesburg, Virginia, and she was one of a family
of nine childrven. Now, two of these are left: the
oldest and the voungest, sister Sallie Havener and
sister Martha Roller, both of kt. Myver Heights,
Virginia. Sister Kelley was born September Tth,
1860. "On ths third Sunday of Novembher, 1887,
she was baptized Dy Elder E. V. White into the
New Valley Church, ILoudoun County, Virginia.
She was married October 31st, 1889, to Daniel A.
Kelley, who died December 17th the same year,
living only forty-seven days after their marriage.
In July, 18%0, her only son, Charles, was born,
This boy was a great comfort to bis mother and
lived to manhoed, but died when about twenty-
four years of age. Thus it will be noted that our
dear sister was called to know a great deal of
sortow and bereavement in her life. Yet, in all
hevr trials, she accepted uncomplainingly whatever
came to her as the will of God, who has an un-
questioned right to do as he will with all of us.
Not only did she firmly helieve in the absolute
predestination of alt things, but she practiced -it,
and would often say when troubles came, It is
God's will to have it so, About two and one-half

years aga, she started to meeting ane Sunday
morning, intending to go to Frying I’an. While

getting on the clectric car, the car suddenly gave
a start and threw her down and broke her hip.
She lay helpless with thig injury for a long time,

but after several months got so she could get
around hy using one crutch to support her. She

was subject to attacks of severe meuritis in her
uninjured hip which laid her low for days at a
time. The immediate cause of her death was a
clot on the brain which produced paralysis. After
many years of sorrow and trials, she has at last
gone home, We cannot mourn for her, but for
ourselves, 'I'he three sisters lived together in the
same home for many years and were so devoted
to cach other's interest and welfare that the break
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comes very hard on the two who are left, yet
they have a blessed assurance that all is well with
sister Hattie. The burial took place at Lieeshurg,
services held only at the grave, no funeral was
preached, as it had been her wish not to have any
tunnral sermon. May the IL.ord comfort the sor-
rowing family. and the bereaved church.
: ALSO,

LOU GREEN, our sister in Christ, only colored
member of the New Valley Church, I.oudoun
County, Virginia, died at the home of Miss R. L.
Norman, Clarkes Gap, Virginia, Fehruary 12th,
1931, aged 55 years and 28 days. She is survived
by one son. Her death was duc to paralysis fol-
lowed by pneumonia. When she was but an in-
fant, she was taken into the home of sister Emma
Young and brought up by her. When sister Young
cdied, in 1916, she then went to live with Miss
Norman, a niece of sister Young's, and at whose
home she died. She was baptized by the writer
in April,. 1929. She could neither read nor write,
but would often ask others to vead to her, and
desired above 2ll things to have the Seriptures
read to her. She faithfully attended the meetings,
poth at New Valley and Mt. Zion, and loved the
truth as it is in Jesus, desiring to do good to all
about her. There were move white people at her
funeral than colored, and many were the expres-
sions of sorrow and rvegret at her passing. Burial
was at Mt. Zion. ’

5 S P
— D> o

WILLIAM D. BALL was born in Kentucky, in
the year 1857, and departed this life Jauuary 27th,
1931. He possessed the marks, or characteristics,
of the Lord’s peculiar people, and was at one time
nurabered with the Sugar Creek Old School Bap-
tist Church. I have not access to the church
records, so¥must of necessity be brief. I transcribe
the following from the pen of his youngest
daughter: “Father leaves hehind to mourn their
1oss (which is his gain) six children: Charles I,
of Riverside, Calif, Rolin Is, of Moravia, Calif,
Alva A, of Bakersfield, Calif., Mrs. Virginia
Pouncey, of Crockett, Calif, Mrs, Viola Williams,
of Riverside, Calif., and Mrs. Mary Darby, of Oro-
ville, Calif. Three children of Mother Wien Ball:
a daughter, Mrs. Bessie Peterson, residing in Tala.
poosa, Missouri, and 1wo sons, whose whereabhouts
we do not kuow at this time. Father also lcaves
one sister, Mrs. Viola Pugh, of Dupo, Tllinois, and
one brother, John Ball, of Kentucky.”

The third Sunday in last January brother Ball
came quietly into our little assembly, and seemed
g0 much better, physically, that we hoped he was
to e spared for some time to come. On the fourth
Sunday when we met for worship he manifested
real interest, and before dismissal, while we were
singing a hymn, he gave us the parting hand,
which was the last expression, so far as we know,
of his love and fellowship for the Old School or
Primitive Baptists. I was shocked when I re-
ceived word that brother Ball ad passed away

and the family and friends wished me to comec to
Riverside to attend the funeral. After arriving
at his home I learned that his son, who about a
week before had kept a hovse from hurting or
maybe from killing him, had backed a heavy truck
over him, not knowing that his father had stepped
behind the truck to pick up something that was
inn the way. I little thought the Sunday before
that prother Ball was so soon to be set free from
tha things of time. After a brief service held in
My, Preston’s funeral parlor we repaired to the
Bvergreen Cemetery, where all that was mortal
of our beloved father, brother and friend was
cominitted to the ground, and in the presence of
the sorrowing ones and a goodly number of be-
reaved friends we consigned him to the tomb,
sorrowing not as those who lave no hope, but
belicving that God, who showed his power over
death and the grave, and who raised Lazarus after
he had been dead four days, will raise us up also,
and we shall bz made like him and see him as he
is and be forever with him. May he comfort all
who mourn and give them the spirit of submission
and reconciliation,
T, D. WALKER.

-

sistErR NANCY ELIZABETH RUDD was born
Jaunuary 8th, 1854, and departed this life October
15th, 1930, at her home, near Benton, Kentucky,
where she had lived all during her lifetime. She
was the daughter of George Dowdy, and was one
of a large Tamily, having five brothers and two
sisters deceased, Their names were, Albert, Wil-
lie, Jasper and Richard Dowdy, Mrs. Melvina
Jones and Mrs. Sally Martin., She leaves one
surviving brother, G. D. Dowdy, whose home is
five miles below Pacucah, Kentucky. ‘We do not
call it dying, but just falling “asleep in Jesus,” to
awake to dic no more. She was the wife of Simon
J. Rudd, who is now left without her to walk by
his side. For health began to fail about a year
ago last September, and she grew gradually
weaker until the end. All that loved ones and
doctors could do for her was done, but all was in
vain, for the T.ord called her home and human
hands and hearts could not detain her here. She
left no children, hut there are many nieces and
nephews, all of whom dearly loved “Auntie,” and
all of whom were present at her funeral, except
one niece in Detroit, NMichigan., Sister Rudd was
always longing for the day for her to attend the
meeting of hev church to arrive. In the spring of
1889 she was given a hope in Christ, and upon the
relation of her experience to the Old School Bap-
tist Church (November 11lth, 1922,) she was re-
ceived, and bhaplized in their fellowship by Elder
Oliver Sunday, November 12th, 1922, She was
well established in the doctrine of the Bible, and

loved. to hear singing, especially her favorite
hymn, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound.,”

Every day, all the time, she was always the same,
manifesting to us she had been born of that in-
corruptible seed that liveth forever, She was laid
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to.rest.in the Dowdy Cemetery, near her home,
am_'id a profusion of flowers in the presence of
sympathizing relatives and friends, where brother
James Chester, of Brewers, Kentucky, spoke words
of comfort ta a large and attentive audience.
Her niece,
OQUIDA MAE RUDD.

- -

MRS. SULA CREECH, wife of Mr. Irvine
Creech, and daughter of brother and sister Alice
Culpepper, of IFalls City, Texas, was born Septem:-
ber 29th, 1898, and dicd Januvary 10th, 1931, making
her stay on carth 82 years, 3 months and 11 days.
She was married to Mr. Irvnie Creech September
1st, 1915. She leaves to mourn her departure her
father, niothcr, husband, six children, two sisters
and ome brother. together with many friends and
relatives, to mourn her absence. Sula wag of a
kind and atfecticnate nature, a loving mother an
affectionate companion and o good neighbor. She
was honest and sincere in all her dealings, and
wornt the friendship of all who knew her. Sula
never made a public profession of hope, but was
a. firnt believer in the doectrine ag held by the old
order of Primitive Baptists, and had no patience
with the so-called religious orders of the day,
showiung the work of the Spirit in her heart. As
the apostle said, “Deing confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in
you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
—Phil. 1. 6. The cvidence of the work of grace in
the heart was manifested by her ever being ready
to defend the doctrine so much loved by the dear
saints of God, the Primitive Baptists, and her
love for the doclrine of grace is very comforting
to those who were related to her by the ties of
nature, as well as to the Old Baptists, which
strengthens our liope that she is at perfect peace
in the presence of Jesus, the only Savior of sin-
ners.  Although mparting witlhh her is hard, and
leaves a vacancy that none can fill, we should not
weep for her as one who had 1o hope. “¥For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in Jesus will (God bring with
him.—1 Thess. iv. 14, As the poet said, “Asleep
in Jesus, blessed sleep.” asleep in undis-

Yes,
turbed repose until the wvoice of Jesus shall
awaken the dead. *“For the Lord himseclf shall

descend from heaven with o shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first.”” Yes, rise nev-
crmore to suffer pain, trials, disappointments, trib-
ulations and death; mo more partings, but enter
into the immediate presence of the TLord who died
on the cross to redeem us from the curse of the
law and deliver us into the presence of the TTather
withtout spot, wrinkle or any suech thing, to dwell
with the Father in that blissful paradise of endless
bliss. We who are left behind must yet go down
through the dark valley of death before we, too,
shall enter into the beautiful and shining courts
of eternal bliss, into those mansions which Jesus
hath gone on before to prepare. 'We really should

rejoice in the fact that Sula has entered that
peaceful rest, in company with the redeeined host,
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb that
John heard them sing, giving God all the glovy,
power, honor and praise.

‘Written by one who Joved her with that love
which cometh down from above.

J. B. BOWDEN.

iR — - <A

MRS. SARAH S. TATUM, wife of Elder W. IL
Tatum, was born August 22nd, 1858, and departcd
this life October 4th, 1930, making her stay on
earth 72 years, 1 month and 12 days. She was
married April Tth, 1880, and was the mothor of
seven children, four of theny living. Ier husband,
four children, eighteenn grandchildren, three groat-
grandchildren and a host of friends are left to
mourn their loss. She joined the Primitive Baptist
Church in the year 1880, and was a faithful mem-
ber until her dcath. She believed in an all-wise
God and salvation by grace alone, and would
contend for what she helieved at all times and
anywhere.

‘Written by her bhroken-hearted companion,
W. H. TATUM,

e e e R 0 - AT e —

Sister ELIZABETH JANE HOLMES on Deceni-
ber 18th, 1930, departed from this changing world
of trial and carc to be with the Tord. She was
born in Yowa Deceniber 20th, 1850, and was mar-
ried to brother J. W. Folmes March 6th, 1873.
"They lived in the middlc west several years, and
have since lived in Lane County, Oregon. She is
survived by her husband, who lives in Kugene,
Ore., four soms, Fred J., Spokane, Wash., J. C.,
Eugene, Ore., Isaac, . Wendling, Ore., Henry,
Springfield, Ore., one brother, James R. Harmon,
of Nebraska, fourteen grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. Her Savior's redceming love
was manifested to her at an carly age. She was
a faithful member of the Primitive Baptist Churel,
a splendid singer, singing of Jesus’ love much of
the time. She sang, and we have no doubt now
verifies, “Whenr this poor, lisping, stammering
tongue lies silent in the grave, then in a nobler,
sweeter song I'll sing thy power to save” The
writer preached the Savior she loved, and her
body was lald to rest in the Rest Haven Ceme-
tery, at Hugene, Oregon, in full confidence that
by the power of Jesus in the resurrection it will
come fortlh imniortal, incorruptible, in the likeness
of his glorious body.

G. 0. WALKER.

NOTICE.

Any one having a copy of Hassell’s Church
History they are willing to part with will please
communicate with 'W. J. Berry, 2807 Pearl Street,
Santa Moniea, California, as he is auxlous to
procure one of these hooks.
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MEETINGS.

The Baltimore Old School Baptist Association
is expected to meet in May, between the 20th and
24th, 1931. Exact date and place will be published
in May issuc of the SIGNS or THE TIMES.

A, S, ROWE.

‘The Delaware Old School Baptist Association
will be held (the Lord willing) with the Welsh
Tract Church, Newark, Declaware, May 27th, 28th
and 29th, 1981. Poth railroad trunk lines are
available, the Baltimore and Ohio and the Penn-
sylvania, to those coming hy rail. Consult the
time tables.as changes are due in April.  Ministers
of our faith and order, and all those who desire
to hear the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ,
are cordially invited to be present, and all will be
welcome in owr homes,

JOHN B. MILLER, Church Clerk.

B K N K Z K
OLD SCHOOL

jay R

BAPTIST CEHURCH,
I8
NEW YORK CITY.

Meetings every Sunday at 168 KEast
70th Street, Manhattan.
Avenue.

Near Lexington

11:00 A, M. 2:00 P. M,

To all who are seeking the truth, a cor-
dial invitation is extended to meet with
us. ’

OLIVE & HURLEY OLD SCHOOL
BAPTIST CHURCH
ASHOKAN, N. Y.

Meetings every first and third Sundays
10:30 a. m.

All who are seeking the truth are

2 p. m.

cordially invited.

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH,

1315 Columbia Avenue
(Park Avenue Hall)
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Meeting First and Third Sundays

At 10:30 AL M.
ALL WELCOME

|
I SELF-PRONOUNCING BIBLE

These Bibles are printed on a good guality of
paper, in large, clear type, and contain Marginal
References, a complete system of helps, with a good
Concordance, and many other things which space
will not permit us to mention. Size of page 8§x5}
jinches. Bound in Fremch Seal Leather, with ex-
tended covers, red under gilt edge. The ‘‘Open
Flat” Binding on these Bibles is far snperior to any
method of binding: yet devised. Its mapy advan-
tages over all other Bible bindings will be abt once
apparent. The Bible will lie open absoluntely flat.
The back of the Bible will at all times rotain its
shape. With this perfect binding the Bible will not
break in the back. This is a Bible we know will
ploase our people. - Price $4.50 each. Postage paid
by us. Any person wishing one of these books can
secure one by sending us eight new yearly subsecrip-
tions.

J. E. BEEBE & CO.,
MipprLETOowN, Orange Co., N. Y.

‘ { K ' ) - toa

‘FEAST OF FAT THINGS.”

This pamphlet contains the following articles,
viz: TFirst, “Minutes of the Proceedings and Reso-
lutions, Drafted by the Particular Baptists, con-
vened at Black Rock, Md.,, September 28, 1832, at
which time the division (“or split”) took place
between the Old School and the New School Bap-

tists., Second, The “Everlasting Task for Armini-
ans.” By the late Elder Wm, Gadsby, of England.
Third, “A. Dream-Tour Through the Arminian

Heaven.” By XElder H. M. Curry. Fourth,
“Fatalism.” By Elder H. M. Caurry. Fifth, “The
Celestial Railroad.” ™This allegory, after the style
af “Bunyan’s Pilgrinvg Progress,” 1s written-to
show what wonderful improvements have been
macde since his day, in journeying to the *“Celes-

tial City.” I’lease do not confound this with the
Arminian poetical effusion of the same title.
Sixth, “A Riddle” By the late Elder Gilbert

Beebe. All the above six articles are bound in one
pamphlct of 128 pages, in handsomely colored
paperr covers, and cloth binding.

Cloth binding 7The each. Paper covers, single
copy 25 cents; 5 copies $1.00; 12 copies $2.00. All
to be ordered at one time, and all' to the same
address. Cash in all cases to accompany the

order. Address,
] J, . BEEBE & CO,
MippLirowN, Orange Co, N Y.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

‘“MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS
WORLD.”

To 1L READERS oF THE S10Ns:i—In

- this morning’s mail comes a request to
me from one of our Elders, saying,
“Why can’t you give your views on
some important sub ject through the col-
umns of our paper?” My first answer
to this would be, Because I have not
been impressed to write, although I
enjoy reading the articles in the Stens
which I seem to understand and fellow-
ship, but soon forget them, as I do
somtething I enjoy cating, ecasily di-
gested. But the things I do not under-
stand seem to bother me and are hard

to forget. Again I compare to things

that I eat and cannot digest, and cannot
forget the indigestion as soon as I
would. Therefore I hesitate to write
for publication lest my writing may not
be enjoyed or understood by others.
My mind has seemed much exercised
as to the kingdom referred to above in
John xviii. 86. "The words of the Lord

Jesus, before the judgment-seat of
Pilate, just before his crucifixion. I
write this not feeling it necessary on iy
part to go into detail on the wonderful
subject, but with the hope that our
minds may at least pause to reflect that
these are the words of the Lord shortly
before leaving this world, after finish-
ing his work that the Father gave him
to do on earth. It was the answer of
Jesus to Pilate, saying, “My kingdom
is not of this world: if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my ser-
vants fight, that I should not be deliv-
cred to the Jews: but now is my king-
dom mnot from hence [this world].”
These being the words of the Lord
Jesus, cannot be contradicted, and are
not, by himself, or any other Seripture,
but all are in harmony with it, that were
tauglit of God, in the Secriptures.
Again, he said to the Jews or Phari-
sees, “Ye are from beneath; T am from
above: ye are of this world; T am not
of this world.” How does one sce this
kingdom? Not until that one has been
“born of the Spirit,” for said he, “I'hat
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which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”  Much is said about spiritual-
izing the Scriptures. I think the Liord
did the spiritualizing, for they are in-
dited by him. Paul in his wisdom did
not know anything of the Spirit, by
carnal wisdom, and did not understand
the Scriptures that way, but when the
Spirit of God converted Paul, and
qgickened him, and made him speak as
the Spirit gave him understanding, it
was then Paul could say in truth, The
letter killeth, but the Spirit maketh
alive, or giveth life. Taul did not do
the spiritualizing, but the Lord did it
for him and in him.

Now after the work of the Lord in
Paul, by the Spirit, he realized that he
was under a new power, and mmder 4
new King, too. To sct straight some
in confusion about material meat and
drink, in his letter to the Romans he
wrote, The kingdom of God is not meat
and drink, not natural food or things
of naturc. So here we find what the
kingdom of God is not. Tet Paul's
words remind us what it was to him,
and we hope is to us. In the same verse
he wrote it s “rightcousness, and peace,
and joy in the Foly Ghost.” Neither
of these three things arc material or
nataral, for nothing of natuve partakes
of the Holy Ghost, but righteousness,
peace and joy are blessed conditions of
and in the Holy Ghost. 'This condi-
tion, or peace and joy in the heart, we
have even hoped we have felt, and have
not words to describe. 'We do recall
that Paul in speaking to the brethren
at Corinth, or rather writing to them,

said, “Know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price.” Here we have the words
of the Lord Jesus that his kingdom is
not of this world, that he is from above,
not below; that he came from God, and
was going back to him, the Ifather
The apostle by the Spirit telling us
whal the kingdom is not, and what it 78,
and we have the word of God in Jere-
miah that his niew covenant was not like
the old one he made with Abraham or
the fathers, when he took them by the
hand to lead them out of the wilder-
ness, &e., and therein the record that
they, the fathers, broke the covenant,
for it reads, Which my covenant they
did break. But the new was sure, for
says the word, T will write it in their
iveard parts, and in their hearts; and
when God writes it there it cannot be
erased by men or devils.

Now, again about the Spirit of the
T.ord. Let us see what the Lord Jesus
said to the woman at the well in Sa-
maria, who