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i ti Ine 1nC , I t k

'ing to Tau r t 1 autho

of a "01' ., entitled, "The ru hurch-
ill n r C rtain d, or, an ~ pol o· ~ f r

o the r zular Clerc of th nt,

who are some imes cal cc E'can uelical L ._

nisters," some" ernark on

of J u rtificati on by Faith" b i 0' n ."a­

mination of Tour hapter

t appeared 0 111C that ar an w .r r "a ..

f specimen, to a I art f . ur work and

more ci lJ T to that p' , 'ould b ur-

ficient to pi tour ret d I' 11 th ir prop r

guard, ( u ) r ed th 6 cce_~ity f a

~cneral
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al .~ 1". do, indced, fiatt r m -

U 1p 'c'udic d I erson, who

m rs vith att ntion, will be

th t howey r faithfully rou

r nt d the . ntir ent. of

ubject of Ju tification,

1 I ~ n right] 0 tat d th doctrine of

fll urch of 11 n'land; par . ularl s- that

ri htlv ·ta d the ense of

111 which t c doc

. ncla 1 n thi

1e will

onfidr n e) 'our r-

d

) I rod hat

mo
a If
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1 r cog)1-

natur may not e wit 1 ut t ei r 1.1 e.

eg leave to repeat my form r dec] r: ion,

that, in making them) my gre de iO'll,

next to tha of pron otin t e cau c of re..

ligious tr ith (the prevalen c of hieh m ,

in the end, be rodi ctive of «eneral ood)

to brinz ~ 11 t ie In mber the e a

bli hm t if lot, accordin he - 0"

tolic xhortati n, ed.
agetl er it thc n

ret to bee r "it 1 ach
0.1

o opInIon In 1

a nd 0 "hold the

or affection) and in he bon eace."

I . he first
d w icl th e, rho co In-

fluence of names on the 0' ero

ple, ' ill not think unimp rt t,

the titlc of vcantr lical mii i t

estab ish If

cog ised as bclonzin

ric d . Ot • a olocv
Ion



J
Ion IS t me b no mean a':- ct

I , as you a ert, it is the ti le

'oich you have b el attack d,' i pr

evident, that it must ha 'e b en .r a-

u cd; and the assumption a' tIc,

","1 ich, by al'ro;ru1ino' so n ur-I, to you '_

s lves, v s directly calculated to dero ate

from the ju t clairn of oth I", wa uffi-

ci .nt to proy ke an attack. ~hether,

how Y 1', thi f tl w: a 11111ed ur-

I " or ai -en TOU b . other I hou be' . ,
quall ~ ill IiI d t lis ute it , C 11 In _

ance. In t] e fir t ca e, it would be the

11 ark of p . tl ink

i neccs ary t oppo . III th > e ornr, ~

term of r pI' a h, in which should di _
lai to join.

It i· vcry w 11 known, that, almo t v I

. in .e the first stabli lim nt of tl e hurch

of Egland c t the time of the I eforn ation,
some person~ have contended f I' an Ar:

minion, and 0 her for a Calvinistic int r rre ..

tion
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t tion of thc Articles of 1 h irch. .,
tho 100h the name of r rnini: id not

xi st at the time of th ef rrnation, t

opinion wer thcn 1eld "hi h were ~ f ­

tcr yards di t i 0' . s cd b ? that 1 arn e. ~0' ,

to this di of in tel' r tion 0 the

r icle n13" reduced all th di erenc

of I ini 11, -1 ieh i rt d 0 be­

tween YOU and tl e zen ralit.... 0 tl e l~

of th c bli hmen .

, Of, th Dub Y u ar not (. d - nturou a

to und rtr kc th d D n e of " Ca vi i t

it full C.l tent;" "au defen I

interpretation of cer tain riel, whic

tho e, whom you can i er opponen, in­

terpret in an s: rminian ense; and hi eern

to be the onl or chief diff n e etwe

.ou and "our opponen . vid n ,

therefore, that the crm Ar al-

'ini tic are uffici nt a " II a

t I'm of eli incti n. 1 i

it can ot be pI' t nd d tl t an " - ern
was
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wa n ce sar .; and Cl a' it is t l~ t

the introducti f a new term of di i c­

tion, nothi 0' bi t n c s ity an e a ... uffi­

cien t a 01 O"? B .de, ever tel , bv

vhich a party is distinguished, u p "C

another, by which the party in 0pIo iti

to it is to be kno vn, ow, if one cla 0

11 inisters of the e tabli hment i t be di _

tinguished by the term E'cuno'elical or Go _

pel, by "hat naI1C, which d no im I "

disgrace, shall the .e: t c lIed?

IDO t de ou tJ . t C '\ 'j he I, th

f eel I n ai 0 the 0

the cstabli h m n t, v hi

di: tinction n cc ary, may p

Ion awa r; but if, mhappil..:, hi ho

not be the a e, it I1lay ~et . r - r a 0 ia

be ins i tc all, that the u e of ell tc m

di tinction on one ide a im II ~ a dere­

liction 0 profe 'sed prin ipl 0 he 0 r,

e carefully avoided, n conform] tv witl

hi ~ sentiment I vould I a 'C it U 1 er t
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hat I 111 as aver e from the practice 0

bestowing oppro riou ap lla ion "

froln that of a sU111in a ro o-ant one . c­

cord ing to m .dca, n one vho profes es

to adhere to tl e 10 tri ne of the hure,

and who doe ' not, . Lis 0 Y1­

de itl T militat a a' n t i -. di

to be tignlatize h e-

thodiof ; for a ethodi t i ·h t

the di cipline of th u ch at

nd breaks ut into 11 ilus JI.

II. The q tion i If in del» C, t c ,

betwe n -ou and '0 11' ron nt, I no-

ot

. e m

'cane

n

rea

ted fence of
t o e

thing more nor less tha th

merits of an ~ rminian and a

inte rpretation of orne f the ~

the Church; a uestion , -Liel

from bing n to, a rou

to intimate, th a i 1

1e I atiencc of the di p

ide, as wcl ths

T ou I a . eed '01 e
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tho e ten t if alvini 111, which hav , 0

latc 'cars, beeo He )(' uliarly HI P I ular ;

an d t y u I am i iclin d t ' t v r 'eli

for so iuuch .a nclo u r and sine ritv, a t

uchnit, that . II have fairly and fully d _

velopcd "our .rccd : but, 011 the p art of

luany of those, for whom "au Itav unde r­

taken to apoloo'iz , I should be lac t

have it eXl 1icitly a 'kn owled O'cd, wh th r

Jon hay , ill YOHr book, (- ntcr d In a

def ce of all tl: opinion, b - whi h they

\ ·i,. h to be di,tilwui,:hcd? 'h th r th y

ar re: (ly to 0 i \"C u tho. e peculiar 11 ti 1.

r I , t ill illu iediat.. C()llVl'l'.--ZOJl P '7'.., r­

anee ~f the saints, assurance of salual ion, c.

which the n1 aj ority of Calvinistic nlini.­

t rare nd rstood to ent rtain? ] 'this

Ina " it will contribi te something t

1c lucidation of the zcncral que ti 11, i

our att ntion i ca Tied back, for a n 0­

ment, to the famous Five A1·ticles or Points,

tl ev are called, by which the ... rm-.I
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ans e C originally di ti zui hed ,

will transcribe them, therefor , from _Io­

iheim. "'fhey held," sa he,

" 1. That God, from aU eternit deter­

mined to bestow salvatio on those, whom

he foresaw would per"c Tere unto the end

in their faith in Chri t Je u ; and 0 In...

flict verl: tine puni hment on those, 'who

hould c tinue in heir til beli f, and c­

. t unto the end hi divine ucc urs .

" 2 . That J us hrist, b r hi eath ane

uff .rina s, m a d e an a.toriern errt . the

In of all m a rik incl in IT n ral and t

very individ al in particul: 1': that, how

vel', non but those, wl 0 1 eli . II

c 11 be partak rs of their divii e benefit.

" 3 . ' 'hat truefaitli cannot Ire d fron

t ie exe rei 'C of our natural fac I i and

power~, nor from t1 e for ce and 0 ratior

of fr e-will ; ince man, In con eq enc

1 .s natural corrup i 11 ir capal 1~

.ither thi kina or do' 110' a Y goo ing;

a d
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f.

and t iat, t ere 0 .e, it is nece arv to

conversion anel salvation, that he be re..

generated a d r newed by the opera io 1

of the 1-Io1y Gho t, \ yhich is t] e ift of

God through J e us Chris .

" 4. That this divine gl ace, or en 1'0'. 0

the Holy G ho t, which 1 cals th d is de

of a carr ipt n ture, begin, advan , a n

brings to perfection eyer - thin 0', tha

be called good in Ula n ; and hat,

q uen t] y, c 11 -ood work ,WI 0 t exc )­

tion, are to e a tribu ed "

and t the 0 rati
nevertl ele t 1'· c r:, b

luau to a t avain t 1 is

may be resisted and rend re h ..../t
t1 e perver e will of the impel it 1

"5. 'I'hat they, W a are u i

b faith, are thereby furni

abundant trcnath, an witl

ficien to nable them to tri

seductio f Sata , a d
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aL

sin and temptation; ut th at he q e ion,

Tf7lether such may fall from n. eir f aith, a d

,forfeit finally this state qf 1ace? ha 1 t

been yet resolved vith ufficient p r pi..

cuity, and must, the 'eD be Yet more

carefully e. amin d by an ten i ye tudy

of what the Holy cri] tur have de ..

clared in relation to t i in ."

he hi torian add , t at r-

ticle wa after. yard ch

miniai , who, in proce

their cntim ent wit 1 le

itively affirm d, tl at the

from a state oj· Grace."

Then I read tee _ r ic e. , can can..

sider it as little les than lib, on tl e

Gospe to distine i y tl e ap el-

lation of E iangelica , 0 0' tion 0

uch genero

i t of te n

absolute d cree anc

es..ary grace, and .
(1 ndinc
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ikdefending the c n

seem to tak

gates of me c r 1 In r ki

stance of tl 'C :h:e Article

not p rliap with p rf ct plOp i t
v

- , co _

prehend d under the rc pectiv term of

predestination, redem], ion, grace , j t jica­

tion, and perseverance; by 0 h r , it i

duced to predestina tion and grace. Gthe

doctrines, beside what arc here m n ioned,

carne after arcl to be subjects of. cant 0-

ocr y be tween the rm inians and alvin-

i t ; u t the en i rnens oft e n1 n

on these form the basis of th 11' di in­

g i hing tenets, and will zive a uffi 1 I

insig t in to their opinion in

In the pr sent tate 0 lozica

mo wle O'e 0 at 1 a t of t e

'hich s eh kno vl dee 111ay ob

IS ot neces .ary to ent r into tl par 1..,

( r m rits of these rticle. ' hi auld

) oJ lone ind d only )y a r petition

vha



s

t

t lin ' l ' . 1 (1 ~ fo:

but our (1 -ines

oncermn 0' I e co troverted

lVh t 1a 0 ten be en a be 01 . \ il

be sufficient , on th: shead, r r to

Icylin's hi tory of then) , cnti led, "

toria uinquarticularis ," to . 11 tb .'

"Discourse on the ' i r e P oint. ," to 111-

chester's Tract on the 17tl rticle ie

hurch of -J n O'h~nd, prir ted a O_ · ~

]i72, to D ean T c 'cr': " tt r 0

j,"and he fi r 't ;o co _I I'. e-

ny' " \.p enc ix t ] i

huret ." r. 0 -t in,

speak at random ay ~ a

, in his tr ati e 0 leer OIl, r

and original si , 1e

ev en to a clerno tr t io 1."- 1.
- ith re pet 0 the .1.

sel Yes, he . ays, "

til e of the yno of

, -nr \ much div , C( 0

}, . y
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and the civil government no In

it hath come to pa ,that, fr

to this, almost all pe 'on 1

note for learning and abiliti

adieu to Calvini ill, ha 'e id d rit.h

Remonstrants, and have left he fat Ii

follow their own opinion , a d

(since they can rejoic e) in a r Iizi

tem, consi ting of hu man caturos x -i h-

ou liberty, doctri ne with t en e f it

without reason, and a G od -i hout I ere i ,"

Ibid. So far a' authorit ~ o t 0 have

an veig t in eterrn ir inc 0

the ca e, his pa . a~e, in ic e pI

nions of the di ines of the h rch 0

E gland arc testified by 0 able a wi ne ,

o <Tht to ha -e a reat deal. I i In vi h

however, that the que tion, whether rut

be on th ic of the rnuruan or on at

of the alvini t, hould be determined ,

rere it nee ary to determine it at all,

not by the veight of authority, b t b .,

tl e
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the preponderance of the argument,

which hax e been or may be advanced i

favour of each. I am persuaded, tl at the

more the subject is investigated, the more

will it be for the advan tage of rrmman­

ism ; and that, if Calvini m hould Q'ain

ground in the nation, it, yill be pri icipally

o ving to th: t inattention to r liciou con­

cern ', which so much pre "ail amonz t e

laity 0 th pre rent day; e eciall among

those of them, 'who on account of thei

intelligence on other subjec ,ar looked

up to and followed as exemplar..

Those, who argue in favour of Cal 'inism,

have a great many objections to get 0 "er ,

which may be urged from rea on and

Scripture with re pect to its truth, as "\ 'ell

a: from experience with re: pect to it

utility. If, indeed, it be not tru , it will

hardly be expected to be u eful in the end.

b t, whether true or not, i ho tility, in

many re pect , to public peace an ap-

ines " particularly i a form 0 0 "ern-

B mel t
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mcnt like our, i mat r of ad e cperiencc.

It i no ju t r a on for blaming ho e, w

hold any particular opinion, ha l e ,

who held the anle opinion, a t d wronO';

but it is a very good reason for kcepn 0'

jealous eye upon the opinions th nlsclv .

It ought ever to be rememberc.l, ,-ith

respect to Calvini tic opinion, thou 1

without any uncharitable sen iment to-

vards those, who may now hold them,

that, so far as religious opInIon were at

all concerned, they were the opinion

which once involved our hurch and

State in ruin. r he azaciou uthor of

the " Pursuits of Lit r t re" at,

that " Calvin and his di ciple were nev r

friend to Ionarchy and · i copac 1 ;"

and few will be so hard a t d n "

the history of our nation b ar him ou
in his a ertion.

ince, hoi -ever, n ither the ru h n

the utility of Calvini m i the immediate

subject of your work, it may not

proper
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proper to dwell much on either. our

object i to shew, t ..at, whatever alvi i m

111ay be in the e respect, it is the sy tern

of religious opinions, which was embraced

by our early reformers, and the s 'stem,

which actually per rades the Articles, Ho­

milies, and Office of our Church. ith

re pcct to the fir t of these positions,

Till venture to sa 7, before I particularly

remark on your mode a proof, a, 1

other have in vain attempted t hew,

that our fir reformer were 'J ot alvini ts,

you have not been at all m re succe ful

On your endeavour to shew, that th y

aere. The truth evidently i , that some

of our reformers were inclined to al vinism

and others to Arminiani m; and the con­

sequence, as might be expected, 'Was,

that neither Cal inism nor rminianism

zas exclu i 'el es abli hed. To the

Church of England is "sua opinio, uus

honor." Properl speaking, he i not, in
her
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her doct ine ,an..: o a 1 11 J • d" ci-

line, alvii i tic,

Lu heran; ut co

of all th cpr ua ion,

tl eir faul and dell ct, h tand ~ di s­

tin ruished in a rcligiou i w a th

to 'which he is allied d -S In a politi

one, Though, therefor, it i na urr 1

nough, from tl e I rivate a inion f in­

dividuals, who were concerned In t

formation, to form con' cture r

the opinion, , hi .h wer n1eant to be a­

bli hed as the doctrine of hurch,

( nd though, t u h c 1 .ec urc , it n

not be unrea onabl e t allcn r

of probability, yet in vain rn u t v r c

the attempt thence to a, .er tairi tl e doc­

trines. This can n oth -rwi e be do

than by a fair int rpretation of tl .: rticl

c. them elves, in which the d ctrn 0

the Church are profe d to be d liv red,

I accepted the challenac t tIt· n d
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inquiry, 'Which is contained in Your chap­

ter on Just ificatiou, by exalnininO' TOU

in tcrpretation of the el vcnth rticle; and

I greatly deceive n ysclf, if I ha e not

incontrovertibly shewn, that the alvinistic

interpretation, which you haxe i Ten of

that ... rticle, in endeavourin 0' to c t bli I

on it the doctrine of iu tification and al­

vation by faith only, when fa' I icon i­

dered as the condition of i tl r, i n

the tr en e of it; is n t the en e, which

the words ..."ill fai rl - b a r, nor hat, con­
s qucn tly , in which the ·..., h urch of Eo O"-

land does, or ever did, ii tend it to be un..

derstood.

B ut, were I even to admit that the

private opinions of some of th r form r ,

if knov n, are a criterion, by which the

ense of the Article is to be determined,

should still be dispo ed to contend, that

in your attempt to shew w at tl 0 e opi-

nion were, ·ou ha 'e add uc ' "idenc

f a q 1 tion: ble and inc n ... e e n atu r .

I can
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t nd

hen

I cannot t ink

1a are ro

establi h ent, o

in the d .ci ion

decided according

would, in their opinion,

that e tablishment.

your quotations, you will,

feel the force of thi ob ervation.

in citing detach d pa azc fro tl 0 e

writer, who are undoubt d j' iends to tl

e tabli hment, it i °er' ea . to n

idea of their sentiment

hat, w ich w uld b excit d b T

of the same passao-e in .heir prop r n­

text, vhen all the circumst nee belo O'ing

to th m are taken into t c ace

writer, who is combatin one t em J

often seems, by neglecting the limitati 3,

which he , auld oth r vi e put t hi

pressions, to fall into the other.

for instance, Hooker, in his "Di co e

n Justifi ation," is contending zai st
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the notion of the merit of good works, In

01 position to the Papist, }e misrht in~ ,
p, rticular pI, s, have ra e u e of ex­

pressions, which, taken se aratcl.:, wo ld

have tended to depreciate good work ,

and made him appear, what .ou see n

desirou to represent him, a determined

Calvinist. On -xamint tion, howeyer, I

do not find thi to be the casco The quo­

tations from Hooker, which OCCl r in 'our

chapter on Justification, may lc d orne

of your read r to imagine. th t looker
entirely agree with you on that subject;

vhcrea the following pa. age , if I mi ­

take not, will sufficiently c ince the con­

trary; and will show, in particular, that

you have not his authority for a crting,

that " good works are not an appointed

condition of salvation." That judiciou

author, in the Discour c just refe re to,

obser re', " To sa . ye cal not be a-ced by

Christ without v.ork , i to add thi nss lot

onlynot ,-eluded, bute mmand ,a beil o
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in their pace nd ~ 1 tl ir kit d 1 ccess n-,

and ble' fore : ub .. n a unto r: It 'j

Christ L' IT. ,-,1 , b v whom tu w b of

tion is ~ un." " gain, 'r,-, our cl . lot

teach Christ alone, c. .cl uding O' r

unto justification; Christ aloi c, excl InO'

our own 'works unto sanctification; Ch i t

alone, excluding the one or the otller a

unnecessary unto saZ·'alion." It i to e

obser -ed, that Hooker make a di tinction

between the righteousness of Ju ·tijication

and the rizhteou ne s of sanctificatio», bv

which last, he affir n , "ware rougl t

to the actual osse on f I

and which, as he aI a affirm, ' we "C

by toorks, and not by faith only.' 0 aI '0 ,

speaking more particuIarI t di-

tions of j u tification (i. e. 0 fii t j 1-

fication) the same judicio ... a tl r a - ,

" IthouO'h in our elves v alt zctl er

sinful nd unrighteous, yet . n tl e man

which j impious in him elf, full of iniqu~ ",

full of sin, him being found in Chri t thrall zh

fait
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faith, and having his sin remitted throug

1'epentance; him God npholdcth with a gra­

cious eye, pntteth away his sin by not i ­

puting it," &c. It is remarkable, that, in

your qnotation of this passage, page 185,

you have omitted the words " and having

his sins remitted through repentance;"

vhich words, when restored to their proper

plac , and taken in combination ,,,ith the

pas age above-cited, will make I-Iooker

opinion, concerning the conditions of jusf­

fication, exact y to accord with that, which,

in opposition to yo 1, I have mairitained in

my Remarks on that subject; for it is evi­

dently his opinion, t rat the conditions of

the first justification are repentance andfaith,

and tho c of the final justification or salta­

tion, faith and good 'orks. In the sal e

Discour e, there are 0 many pa. ag

hich confirm thi . atement, that len

iardly think you would have drawn the

attention of your r ad to i, if -0

ad lately perused it, .ith car, and ... till

.etained )10 If IDIOl s.

wi l
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will be con tent , "ith tran c i 109 one

pas aze more. aking the po ibilit I'

of tho e bing av d" -ho had lived in

pi h error ', he ay," Did the hold tt· t

ve cannot he aved by Chri t, wit t
good 'works? Tcaul' el ve do, I hi 1", all

say as much, 'with this can. true io I

a tion bei ng taken as in that t

COl'de creditur ad justitiam, ore fit couje io

ad salutem, except infant and men cut 0

upon the point of their co iv r i t

re t, none shall ce God, but such a eek

peace and holine ,thou h not a a cau e

of their salvation, 1 ( a "a.,", "l ic th

mu t walk, who will be sa' id

hold, th at without work ve are not .u _

tified? Take jus ificatio it

imply sanctification, and t . J rn

. ay as much. F or e.'ce t h ere be an

ambig iity in tl e an e t rrn (ju tification)

St. Paul and t , .Iame do cant die t ac

the other, which cannot be. ...0"", there

.s no ambiguity in the na e i h r of f: ith

or of works, being meal t by the both in

on
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nc and tl e 3al11C ensc. FindinO', there­

fore, that jn tification is 'poken of b r t ,

P aul, without im lying anctificati n, 'when

he proveth, t iat a man i justified 1y fai h

with W 1ks ; fi : ding like 'ise, that jus...

t ificat ion doth so re ime inlply sanc­

tification also 'with it, I suppa e nothing

to be more au d, than to interpret St.

James sp akin n tin tl at sense, but in

this." I wish thi pas age to be com­

par d with what I 1 ze ai , .n s " Re.

mark' on the doctri. e f J ustif cati n,'

conc erni ng the apparcnt di cor anc be-

tween St. Paul and St. 1 e. It wil

then be seen, that, though I do not

agree with I ooker ir supposing, tl at the

'word faith is used by St. Paul and St.

James in the same sense, I am supported

by his authority in ayioO', t at " St. Paul

is speaking 0 th e fir t ju ·tiJication, or f

enterin« into a tat a al .a ion," and

tha " t. James is

tinuin ('T In a tat

c' kinz of our con­
o

f 'IYation, 0 a at
la~
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last to be sa ed;" in which latt r par­

ticular, You and I are at as great a di _

tance of opiuion, as 'we are in the foruler ;

otherwise, you will be compelled 0 allo v,

that good works are a condition of justifi­

cation, as w 11 as of salvation. According

to my i-lea, Hooker has discovered and

noticed a part of the difference of mean­

ing, "which 'was intended by St. Paul and

St. James, but not the whole.

At paae 18], in a 1 Tote, with a view, a

it should .seem, to bring a di 'paraaement

on the distinction sometilue made be­

tween a first and a final j II tification, you

quote a passage frorn flooker, which,

when taken in its proper context, will b

no means answer your purpo e. i fter

tating this di tinction in ... II'. ooker'

words, you ob erve, "The n tion II'.
J-Iooker Inentions alllong t tho ,in which

the Romanist difler frorn u ;" and you

11 -n adc, in Hooker's words, "This
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is the mystery of the man of in. Thi

maze the Church of Rome d th au e her

follower to tread, when th e ~ a k h r the

way of ju tification." One would natu­

rally suppo c, from thi , that Hooker

meant to apply the la .t a age to the di - .

tinction between a firs t and ajinal justifi­

cation; whereas it 'rill appear, by a refer­

ence to Hooker ( e the bevrrminz of his

Di cour eon Ju ·tifica tion) tha he applie

it to th doctrine of ju ti ca i n b inhe­

rent grace, and to the practic of eeking

to be ju tified by " i: vc ... Iaria ,ero ing,

Papal salutations, penance, mas e , work

of char ity, pilgr images, fast ," ~c.* 4 f.

Hooker

T he E ditors of the Chri tian Db erter C fay, ] 02,
p. 318.) speaking of _Ir. 0 /ertcn' work, a\~, u, e

la ve compared his authoriti Y. h tl e orizinal , and

xamined them with a Yip' 0 e ima e tl e doctrin s

inculcated in the context." It i matter o' urprize to
ne, that, having made this compari on and x mina on,

hey hould ay, re pec inz the su jeer of t is • 'ott,

" I r , Overton support hi sentime.i y a ace
tr ct from H oo er." April, 1 02, p. ~ J. \ ~j th tl e

lice c
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ooker is so far from 1aving he antipath ",

hich you suppose him to ha "e, to th

distinction betx "een a first and a final iu _

tification, that he I as hirn el virt allv

ackno ·ledged it. III the pa age aIr ad

quoted, taking notice of the different n

in which the word justification is u ed b

St. Paul and St. James, he a s rt, that

the latter, under that term, comprche d

sanctification al 0; which is, in fact, makin

It equivalent to what i . meant by e final

justification, and sa "in , tl at St. Paul

peaks of t ie fir. t ..usti cation, an

Jan e 0 the econd, rom t a een

said, I 1 a\ e it to be con id r d, wi hout

any apprehen ion about the con equence,

how justly you can lay claim to tl e a ho­
rity of Hooker.

III. But, though I do not t ii k, that

Calvini ill, e -en in your mod ra d en e

licence, which Ir. O. ha u ed on this occa ion, I would

undertake to make Hooker, or any other autl Of, s po
any enument whatever,

of
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h

f it, was intended to beta .li L

the Article, &c. of tl e Cl urch of E (Y-
o::>

land, neither do I think, th t it w In ...

tended to be altogether xcluded. I ,

therefore, you ha been content with

affirming, that, in ub cribing to t e

Articles in the Cal 'ini tic sense, .ou bad

a nght to be con i d as a lezitimate

membe and minister of the hurch of

England, "ou ","auld not have 1 1 to u ...

bel' me amonv your op anent; and I a

Inclined to belie,', that, if alvini tic

mini ters of the e tabli hment in nera]

had been content with the q iet po ses ion

of their own opinion, without in inuating

on all occasion , c nd sometime openl

declaring, that Arminie n 0 i ion re

contrary to the truth 0 he 1 0 pel,

to the doctri c. of tl hurch, they never

vould ia .e e. erien c (. n mole tati D,

r have becn drawn into tl e t or ,. pat

of con hi, 0 vev r,



r
like their leader) have always had a stron

disposition to intolerance, and they still

retain it. In the true pirit of P ocruste ,

they would exclude ev ryone rom com­

munion with them, whose opinions do no

exactly coincide with their Own. If0'._

ever de irons I nlay be, Sir, to except yOlt

from this. accusation, I cannot help b

serving, that the general tenor ofyour wor P,

as well as the Ieadin» title of i , evidently

shows, that nothing less than an aekno ._

ledgenlcnt, that you and your friend " and

you and your fri nd alone, are the true

and genuine on a the hurel of . ngland,

'will be suffici nt to atisfy you. . our wor ,

indeed, in its second title, profe e to be an

apology or defence. That it i 0 m name

however, rather than in rearty, app ar .

from the re ult of your rea onin a ; which

is, " TVe, then, are the true hurchmen :

and fro Daubeny and his as ociate are

dis. enters from the Church of . naland.Jt

How thi i to be recon iled "\ .ith the id a
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of a mere defence, I do not perceive. If
any of your opponents, in their attack.

upon you, have made use of similar lan­

guage, I do not undertake to justify th .m.

I am for granting that liberty to other,

which I claim for myself. I find, therefore,

more cause of blame in your mode of

maintaining your opinions, than in the
opinions themselves. I t will, I think,

eventually be seen, that, even in a pru­

dential view, this mode is ill-cho en, and

that, if you had attempted I ,-au 'would

have accomplished more. 'here a lati­
tude of interpretation is intended to be

allowed, it does not follow, as in other

cases, because one interpretation i right,

that another, which is somewhat different,

is wrong: and my opinion is, that if, so

far as subscription to the Articles i con­

cerned, either Arminian or Calvini tic mi­

nisters of the establishment are wrong, it i

only in con idering themsel yes ei clusicel

right. 'Tau for instance, think, tl at the

c lcvcnth
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eleventh .r rticle refers the ondiiiona

as well as to the meritorious can e of our

justification. I think, that it r fer to th

meritorious cau e only. T ou think, or rna

think, that the third .L rticle asserts our

aviour' d cent into a place of torment.

I think, that it refers merely to the sepa­

ration of his soul from is body, and tha

no reference to a place of torment is in­

tended. These, probably, are our different

opinions as to the sense of two of th ~

... rticle , and we may differ a much with

re pect to the en e of me 0 hers; and

"et, a I concei -e, both you and I rna r

rery hone tly subscri be 0 the rticles, and

answer the purpose, for which our sub­

scription to them is require 1. here is,

indeed, a limit to thi latitude, be ·ond

vhich it auld not be han st 0 0"0; nor

c, n a rightly-dispo ed mind, I imagine,

ave any great difficulty in di covering

here that limit i. To the eonce ion

re mad it mav, perhap be objected,

that



azain t pernicious e 1'0'

h a sent nd aree-
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that it suppa es the Church to con rive a ,

if not to countenance, the pr fe sio 0

error; since truth, from its natur , (CJ

not admit of any varietv, It is t 1e con

sidered, however that the object of ub­

scri ption to Articles of r li aion is not 0

111 ch to zuard azainst error con idered

abstractec Iy, a

and to c re s

men t in rcli aio

in the all publi re-

11' s. ow, I not con eive, that

either Calvini ill or rrnrruam m, 0 far

as either can be held in COl si tenc with

any fair interpretation, which the rticles

of the Church will bear, t ouch one of

them mu t undoubtedly be n are than the

other to truth, is perniciously er .oneo In

itself, or incompatible with the purpos ,

vhich t e Articles w re intended to a

sw r. It has happened indee ,ha oth

alvinist and Arminian I

pUllan hie I honld

ITO ic L;
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or na

he

e c b

er on ou . h 1 then it cannot b pre nded,

ha th . held uch opinion onsi tcntly

vith a n fair i 11 terpr tation of the ... rti 1

on i t n I . with any int -rpr tation, wlrich

ha .ith r ev r re ivcd the declared anc-

tion of authoritv, or uld rca onabl . b. ~

one ivcd t hav its implied ancti 1.

, h, t th hief f tho c difference 0

)11110n vhich ub i. t b tween An inian

and -~ a l ini ts, who ar 111 mbcr 0 t h

e ·tal li . anent, or at lea t of the di ercnce

n ti .ed h you, are com prebend d it all

.nterprctati n, which has the lecla I a

'well a he implied auction of auth n .01 ,

may be demon trably d. or tl i

purpo c, I n ed only r of .r he al

Declaration, i 1 d in 1628 1 r

\\ hi was ord red t b

th r i I .. bon u

I
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j t of that period. Acknowlcdrrino- i

validity, as (p. 46.) you seem to do, it is

surprising to me, that you did no dru,v

from it a conclu .ion directly contrary t

that which you really have drawn. If,
as JOu ay, and a" is undoubtedly true,

thi Declaration ,vas obtained by the in­

fluence of Bi hop Laud and his assn iates,

a "expre..sive of the doctrines then tauc 1

in the Church," nothing is more certain,

han t at it i expre ive of Arminiani ill,

and that Arminianism was then tau ht i

the hurch : for nothing is more r am,

than that Bi hop Laud and hi as ociate

were rrrurnans. osheim, peakin of

Laud, a ys, "lIe ej ct d he Ivini ti

doctrin of pred s . l' tion publicI in the

year 162:>; and, notwi th tandin the op­

po .ition and r mm tran c f ~ bb b­

:titut d th 1 rminian sv tern in it place."

r he hi torian, it rna T be obs rv C, ier

. em to sp ak of 11 pI' v: I nc f 1 ­

rninia III 1
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111inianism as b ir o a net: t 1e

kno·wn, ho,"e 'er, tha t e

the En Ii clerCTY ,- 1

before tl i period. "

arne 10 heim, "had t

returned from the "no of DOl't and

gi -en an ace mt of the law', hat ad b

e ct d, an the doctrine , tad e n

e tablished, by that amou a -m 1 -, t

the king, tog ther .ith the reatest part

of t1 piscopal cler y, di COY red, .n e

strongest terms, their di like of the e pro­

ceer it gs, a d judO"ed he enti ent of

Armi iu ,rela t in to the di .ine ecree..

preferable to tho e of G omaru

yin." Among th reasons.u hiel

mentions for thi pref ren e, 1

rubstantial one," .. ry k 0\' , t a

the peculiar doctrin ,to 'hich the vic

t ory was a iCTned by the ynod Dort ,

were absolut ly nnkno vn in the fir t ere

of the Christian Churc." Thi re r of

o r



39

ur divine frorn the ynod ort

pcned <hout the 'ear 161 ,on 5 years

after the Articles wer finally settle .

lnight add, tl at tl e inclinatio of the

leading part of the English clergy to­

wards Arrniniani ill was pretty clearly di ­

covered at the I ampton-Court on ..

ference, so early a 1603; and that con-

idering the tenaci ty 0 opinion, b wl ich

Calvir i ·ts are generally di tingui ed, it

i again t all probabilit , that" the reat­

e t part of he pi copal cle 'gy "sh ulr

very suddenlq pa over from Calvini m to

Arminianism. How the e facts are to be

brought to an acre ment wit zour a er­

tion, pao' 83, that" there w re butfour or

fire maintainer of the .An i-Calvini tic

doctrine urin 0' half a century a t r the

... rticle: "\ -ere ettled, in the two 111\' r-

itie and the aggre ate 0 ivine In e

nation," I do not clearl v ce. But, Ieav­

ill ,IT t iis, i at all credible, t1 at Lai d,

an • rminis 11, and vhen he O'reate part
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of the pI c pal clerc ~ 'er . rrn n

also, sho I bindu

Declaration, b I ic

pretatio of tl e r icl c-

tioned by authori ty .

that, if it had been hi in 1 tio re-

strain the interpretation 0 them eith r t

rminiani ill or to Cal .ini m, C

have re trained it 0 rrmrnam

fact, he meant not to re train it to ither

but, in the , ords of the eclatati

elf, "to 'hut up the prevailin

(i. e. the di 'put bet ve n e

a d ~ rrn in ians) ir a

they be generally t for h

holy Scripture, ai d the zcncral m anmv

of the i1rticle of t hurch f alan

accordino to them." olli r, in hi . c-

Ie ia tical I-Ii 1. of Gr at ritain," cak-

100" fLu, ay, " 'I'hi r

silencin-- the contro er- 1-

ini t and r rnuman ,

r" tin of thir"- In rti . i I

111



r 41

the king' Declaration prefixed a he

head of them." VoL 2. p. 746. The arne

historian afterward add," The Calvinian

party complained loudly of thi Decla­

ration. They gaye out, that the design of

it was chiefly for the uppre ina orthodox

books, for the di courauinz godly minis­

tel' from I reachin cr the con1fortable doc­

trines of me n' election to t n al hap­

pine. , and for promoting tl e ar w th of

Arminianism." Thi evidently shows, that,

if either Arminianislll or Cal ini m wa at

that time under tood to be more coun-

tenanced than the other by the Decla­

ration, it certainly wa nniniani m. The

D eclaration states, that," even in tho

urious points, in which the present dif­

f erences lie, men of all or take t e r­

ticles of the Church of Enaland 0 be 0

them." ow, as thi relates to the di -

pu tes, which then sub i ted bet, "ee h•
i\ rm'n' ns and Calvinists, it 0'"5, bc-

"ond a doubt, that uch a latitude of in­
terpre t tion
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.: n tion, which you wi h to c abli h,

between the great body of the lergy

of the present day and the early re­

formers, with respect to doctrines, is the

very same, which Richard Baxter, in the

time of the Protectorate, end avoured to

tablish bet, "cen what he call d the old

and nei: epi copal divin Of the 01

cpi .copal ivines he mention: many, par­

ticularly Jew], Pilkin on, I-Ial1, Carlton,

Davel ant, ~ lorton, _ bbot, .,. her, Potter,

Downham, Grindal, Park r, Hooper, Far­

rar, Cram rer, Latimer, and idle T, rno t

of whom, I believe, are also mentioned

by you. From t e doct ines of these,

as 1 r. Baxter 'will lu v it, tl e episcopal

divines of that day had d par ed. hi

accusation, howev r, the ] arned and ve­

nerable Bi hop (afterward reh bi hop)

Bramhall, in hi " indict tion of himself

and the epi copal clervv." r pel , by av-

Sec his Treatise, entitled a Th Grotian Relig"on."
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III , ' His di tincti

into old and n c , i

o vn bruin, wit hou

doth h f)l in Oil zrui n

it good," .1 nd a

th world

erial d iifcr ne , wl ich ,

h m (~ II'. nLl.·tcr a leI I i.

those 1101y Ord rs, . nd that , an

those .:\ rticlc and th 'C 1 e. , irh Ii

r ceived from tho cold cpi opal clivi e ."

p. Gg. 'Vhcther the zrca b dy of h

clcro.y 0 tl c pre cot day, in vindica i cr

their azrcerncnt with the arne old 1 _

copal divine, Inay not with proprie ..

adopt the arne Jano-uane, I leaye

.anclid and ju iici u to d te mil .

I' we rev rt to a P ri d 0 0

'onlcwhat earli r the: n tbi ,tha i

bccrillninc}' f th rCIO'n In

.1 all fi nrl, tha til Puritan. v] al va "

a0'1' -cd wi h the 'pi copal alv ini

p ints of doctrine how v r the' nli;h

di "
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differ from them in discipline, 'ere not

a toe ether ati 'fled with the Articl them-

.clves. 'I'h Puritans, ind ed,o ncrallv b­

j teed more to our doctrine, than th y did

to our eli ipline; and the time wa , wh 1

they profes sed to agree with us in the

latter. "It is certain," says swift, " that)

before the rebellion in 1642, though th

number of Puritans (a they were then

called) wa as oreat as it is with u , and

thouvh they affected to folIo v pa tor' 0

hat d nomination, -et tho e pa tor had

pi copal ordination, p' sed prefer­

mcnt: il the hurch, and vere somctim

prornot d to hi .hopricks themselves." .

r ow, one of the prop al made by the

uritans at the IIarnpton- ourt Confer­

cue was, that, to the word inthe ix eenth

Article, " we rna depart fr ill race

O'iven," hould be a dcd, " 'yet 11 ither

totally, nor finall '," which, if c dmitted,

n im n s of a Churcl of ng 11 n.

•-0 ld
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would have rend re he

nugatory, 1 he do c rine 0

verance f)f the inis, .hich

to be e .tabli hcd, if not

hel ,i . ry n ad . allied

'which are h ld, b man' of

aim to li ting

Eoansielical, and who think th ~ 1o

del' the I rot cti n f Jour .Apol(J~Y ,

what fals 0'1'0 nds of conf 1 cc

doctrir e lcr ds . nd what irr Iari i

1

'c n ao condu t it ma v ericou "afT

learn fr 111 an a eed t , r. I c

has iven u from .1.-eal ' ~ Oliv

Cram "ell was n hi ( ea t! -bc ,1 a ·

Dr. Goodwin, frh ther a man co ild fall

from gra ce, t wl ich 1e . r-
Ing In 1 1 ~ a ti 'e t 1

" TIL 11 (lin af e jor au

in a .tate cf gt ac ."

lage 4 ' 7. ~ n t r pI'

he Lambeth ..:1 rtlcles, as

he alvin isti . 1 1 I .i II t

' J
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ncwn, should be can iid red rt

1 Article of the hur h. In he o-

f r nee at the Sa \TO • , I 0, in 'G, a

will point a 1t to TaU more pc rticul 1'1 .

her after when I come t r mark on t re

.ubj ect of eli cipllne, there appe r d til

.. arne de 'ire of obtainin a chancre, ifno in

he Articles, °et in the L 'tur~y 1 ler_

'ice of the Church. ~ TO v, i Calvi 1 ­

lad al wa o. uncle toad tl e Arf cl , r

to be 0 cornnl tel r I

are sometim pretend d to b ,i it con-

eiv able, that the r 'would hav b e-

sirous of such important aItera i n 1

them, as these additions vo Id ha °e

made?

Yhethcr Calvini ts of the pres n d y

vho are profc sed m mber of the Church

of England, 'would, if they had the po' 0 r,

effect an alteration in th Article t m­

selv es, [ will not," nture po itivelv to af­

firm; but his I rna a ',without ea of

refutation, hat, can' tc l 1 · -it obed'-

cnce
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Cl ce 0 the 0 .al Declaration, vhich i

refixe to the rticles- and of which,

'uppose, no one will d n r the validit , the

.: rticle cannot be as sert d to be c." lu-

iivcly al ini tic. The - rminians, who

forn th reat body of the Engli .h clero-y

and of the EnO'Ii 11 people, are, I bel ieve

very well satisfied with the • rti Ie 11

h ir pres nt 'tate. I pro£ S' at lea t fo

III self, who certainly am not a Calvini ,
that, even with re pcct to he e -en een I

Article, in which an Arminian n ieht be

upposed to find the mo t difficult rId

not wi -h or any alteration. ... Iy opinion

indeed, r spectirig the en e of that r­

ticle, may not agree with that of man

Calvinist ; but then I tl ink, that it s n c

is by C lvinists 0 tel pen'c ted. Tl e. ­

tide, it Inay be observed, i 0 cantiou ly

ra vn up, that it doe t co t In an'

positive a serf on of tl e tr ilk rec

tination; but, after laying dow a fl-

. ion of 1e term, merely points ou

ircun a .
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'ire imstance , which, ,,-he tru 0

false in itself, the application of t e oc­

trine of predestination will be 0 ucti-e

of good or harm. "' hen the doctrine of

prede tination is applied to ue "godly

persons," as the Article had in -iew : to

tho. e, who have loner lived in the pro..

f ion and racticc of true re igion, an

rho, " having at ai ed 0 tl e in a e 0

Jc'u Chrit, walk religiously ir ad

\ rk ," tl e application of it c nnot do

any arm. th cant ary, if dul e

creel by Izumilitg, as, in lie er 0 ~

-ill not fail 0 be, .t is a round of co fort,

to which, by th rromi e 0 t e

they see to be e titled, a th

of hat hea 'enly bli s, to whic tl re 1

oion of Chri t will eventua ly lead e

, 0 nell persons a participation i t

a ranee of t. Pau , that

Ip ~ thern a crown of ri

not to be denied. But "\"1 en 1

q e tl the ca e. this oetrine,

D ta ten
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aken no i n concerning th new bit liz, i .

applied to person~, who are Ie t ly turned

from carele or wick d rfe, and who

ha t made some (let t s ay orne since]')

re oluti ns of living better for the f iture,

the application of it is in it elf pre urnp­

t 1 and im pious, and the probable ef

fee of it xtrernely danzerous. "In the

do , rill of prede tination," as Bi hop

Ba roft, in he onfercnce at I-Ianlpton-

ou rel ob erved, ' we hould infer

athe a cendendo han descendendo; tha

1.', nelude our election from

CT 1 arity 0 r ives, rather than re

ap ine ~ UpOl any ab lute ir e pec­

that, if Go has ordaii ed

u ine , n habit or cegrce 0

. "c 1an fila - U fiU carry. 0 -

h truth i ,that tho ,

e title to th a urane

in ended 0 be built on hi doc-

nn il erally be the most bac ward

cl im it. u h erson, content to re t

11
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in a llllJllble hope of acceptance, will seldom

be solicitous about more; much le swill

they be eager in applying to themselv s a

doctrine, which cannot justly be appliec

to anyone, but on the supposition of the

most excellent qualities; qualities, of

which it must ever be their duty to as­

sume the possession with the greatest dif­

fidence. 'I'hat the doctrine, as laid dow

in the Article, is to be considered as a sub­

ject of pious speculation or contemplation.

rather than as a principle of practice, evi­
dently appears, not only from the u e 0

the term " godly consideration ," but from

the whole concluding clause of the Article,

which is, r' Furthermore, we must receive

God's promises in such wise as they be

g'enerally set forth to us in holy Scripture;

and, in our doings, that 'will of God is t

be followed, which we have expressly de

clared unto us in the word of God."

Having mentioned the Lambeth Article,

think it worth while to give a transcript
o
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of thei 1. r he r Ina In In I r'
.I

Church '-fist. b. ix. -nd

Hi ·t. of Great riiair . I
ther 1 froi a tr nslati 1, -hi h C In an ac­

e fa , .n a " RCl i II oftlu: doctrines of

the R if01 mer, by' h0J11a 1o,,-nl' 1, .!. • - •

icar of .L Iar h. In, .1--e- rfolk," prir t at

orwich j 176, and ole by Dilly and

ohn 0 •

, 2.

rom e crnit 11' t1 p. Ina

In u ife, ert in men he

1.
e 1re-

o

de ti na i n unto li , i not h 0 c­
igh i h, 01 of

goo VOl' ~ , or of any hing h 1 11

he person pred tina ed, ut a ly the

good -ill and pl a ure 0 God.

"S T re i prede rmine a c r

num er of the pre e .nate, - He

can neither be a 1 In n ed n dim"

ish d.

. Those, ho a e no
1'au on
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a -ation, let b

for their i .
ltrue, livi 0, an

and he irit of G< ju i
not e ctingui h d, fal etl lot away,

vani hctl not awa in the ele ,eit! r

finally or total y.

.l man truly faithful, t iat is,

ne, 'who i endue it a

~ ith, is certs in ith he

of fai th, of the r 11~ 10 0

an of his verla ting

'hri t.

"

" "":;J.

u 7. avmg grace IS no gIven, ts no

granted, is at comrn mea c 0 a 1

men, by which th 1 rna T be aye ,)

they will.

"8. ....0 man can come unto Ch i t r e

it hall be a·v nu t 1 im

he Father h 1

11 are not

h .,? Inay come to 0
, 9. I
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"9. It is not in the" ill aT power of everv

one to be saved."

It appears to me, that thi expo ition of

what Calvinism really is, mu t, in the mind

of everyone, who is able either to rer d the

Scriptures, or to discover any thing of the

character of the Supreme Being from tl e

contemplation of his works, be a sufficient

refutation of it, and that no argu ent

neen be ernployed for that purpose. It i

not, however, to be denied, that, from th

force f early prejudice, or some other

cause, many sensible and 'ell-informed

pers ns lave been Calvini t · to the full

extent of these Articles. Ir. Bov 'man,

who seenlS to have been a person of thi

description, has given a cop of he rve

Arminian Article, which I tra scribed

from Mosheim, as vell a of these Cal­

vinistic ones, and thus, whether p ud ntl

or not, has held out an invitation to a corn­

parison of the two; nor ha: indeed,

ad
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made an r CI upl of declarinO' 0 which of

them gay the preferenc . r

Sir, to represent yo a rd our frici J

de irous, if not of'ha ri ll O' the Lambetl f­

tides incorporated into tl e Article of he

Church of England, yet of ha ing them

con.. idered as a fair comment on the re­

sent ones, I should not do 0 on a mere

conjecture. I t it:' well known, that, in t e

r ign of J arnes I. by the mana e of

Archbishop U h r (then Pro ro to D blin

CoIl ae who wa a Calvini , h Lam-
o

beth ~ rticles, which had een uppre

by the command of Queen Elizabeth, and

rejected at the Hampton-Court Confer­

ence, wcr incorporated into the rticle

of the Church of Ireland. _ ow', n _ f.

Bowman's work, of which, with re t 0

object and the eneral tenor the ar-

uments ernplo .cd to en orce I your

nlay not improperly be con~idered a

r publication, th se ri .h rticle ar re-

ognised a " peakin (J' the sen 0 t 1

hur
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C urch of E 19land, and, in particular,

vell ill, strati., ' at d ex laining our ev

eer h _ rticle 011 P" d tination." I the

course of the same work, fro Bowman r -

ind u, that " an Archbishop (L ud

was brought to the bar, condemned, an

executed, among other things, for intro­

ducing Arminianism." Thi ob er ratio

proYes, if it pro"c any thing, that al-

ini m prevai d among tho e, w ho had

the management of affairs at the eri d

of that prel te' fall; of which, inde d,

no 0 e can ntertain a doubt. Thi cir­

e m tan c, hov ~ -er, will ot be ad itt

as ery f~ vo rable to the cau e of 1-

-inism, when it is considered, that the

arne person oon afterward brou h

Charles I. to the blo k, amonz th

things, for not acre in« 0 aboli h pi c

pacy and th u e of a Lituray. allier,

vol- ii.vpage 858. It i but:u t t ~ d,
N"i h respect to Archbi hop "IT h r, th t 11

c fterwards nounced hi Calvini IC a 1-

mons
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10 S. " omctim befor his death," a'

Collier, "01. ii. p. 868, "he hanged hi ~ P"
nion touching the Fice Points, came ve

to the other side, and ,y s reconcil d to

i hop Ovcral's sentiment. That this is

a matter of fact, appears from the signed

testimonies of Dr. Bryan r alton, ... 11'.

letcr Gunni 19, ar d ~ ire If rbert Thorn­

dik . ." It i proper to add al 0 tl at, in

1 34, by virtue of t Ie L~ lion Cannon,

he 1 rticles of the Chu 'eh of Enzland

vere r cci ved a tho e of th hurch of

r land. cc C011 ier, ·01. ii. p. 763. .

In my "Reinar on the doctrine of

Justification by fa ith," I have said, tha

" a b 'cat cau e of tl e di l.JU es, which

have arisen betv Teen Arrninians a d Cal 'i-

nists, i the want of a due at ntion to

the mcaninz of words, and that the a tie

are probally much nearer to an agreement

in opinion, tnan i generally imagined.' It

In the fir t edition of Collier, ttco pan-c ale tht

numbered.

1
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IS possible, tha t many perons wil b

more ready to admit the truth 0 t 1 ,

",'{hen they know, that it wa al aid b

Baa:ler. In the 'work, to which I have

already referred, spcakinn 0 the rmnnan

opinions, he says, " I am grown to a vel'

grca t confidence, that most of our con­

tentions about tho e points are more

about word than matter.' Vhat shall

we say, then, of those, who, in these day,

declare the difference of opinion between

Arminians and Calvini ts to be uch, a t

affect our cverlastinc salvation? Tha

such there are, an nonyrnou Letter,

vhich I received soon after he publica-

tion of the" Remarks" now mentioned,

furnishes but too evident a proor. I a

always sorry to find, that we are retrograde

.n liberality of thinking; and you if, I am

a iurer], will not be proud of an al ~,

who, in his attempt to hi ld zou from

DIy attack, ha Inanifc ted entimcnts, of

vhich even Ba "tel', the bclicv r in tcitch-

craft,
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c aft, and the per iecutor of tho e u eel

of it, would have been ashamed.:if he

Letter, which had on it the Leicester po t ..

mark, was this:

REV. SIR,

Practical infidels would thank you for

:your publication; but the perusal of it
produced

It luay be said, that the error of Baxter. in believ­

ing the reality of witchcraft, was the error of the tlge,
rathe than of the mall. '-hcll, however, the judg­
merit of anyone is referred to as authority, which seem
often to be the ca e with respect to Ba: .ter, it is right.
that every circum-tance, by which a tru estimate of his
judgement may be formed, should be taken into con­

sideration. It is the part of superior judgement to per­

ceive the errors of the age, and to contribute something

towards their correction; not to confirm and promote
th em ; much less, under their influence, to excite men
to unjust and cruel actions. Be ides, is it fair, that the
error, which has brought a reproach on the memory of
the venerable Hale, should be forzouen in the charac-v

ter of Baxter? of that Baxter, who was the coluntaru
instigator to the execution of a Ia " which Hale, in his

capacity of a judge, thought himself obliged to execute?
See a very ensible and candid work, entitled, a An

Hi torical E::> ay concerning witchcraft, by Francis
Hutchinson, D. D." . 0 zreat wa the sen less and
~avarYe I CTe of the Puritans in the dav of tl eir powero ,::) , " '

agams
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prod 1 C no Illation in rnv mine b

ho e of grief and pit r; grief, that

one ha such a blind guide, and

.ou reflectin ('J' on the consequence 0.i r>» b

sr ch (octrine a yours.,

~ Is y God in mercy show you the \'U

of salvation, for as Jet you are utterl T a

strange' to it; and rna T 'ou, before death,
become a t 'ue Churchman; for oz,

scruple not to say your arc not.

I am, ir,

TO r well wi:he , at d a friend

thou h no mini t r,

of' L c

, <Yainst the supposed crime of \ itchcraft that, rom t

Up.:;inning 0 the great rebell ion to th e R iura ion,
. pace of not quite t\\'enty-y ars, b t ' t I ee (" nd f.
thou~and innocent persons ar aid to 1 ave 1 t t eir
live on this account \\'ithin the Bn i h d ouun I e
_'orcs on Hudibras, P. £ Cant. 3.

Thonzh the peru al of this Lett r pro.
ind the arne emotion of crief and pi . U l

OJ fer nee of opin, n reliai u U 0 ct h
O( -a ion of C.·Ci 1. z, in anyone, acrimo ,IOU

1 J,it!J for him, in wh m they are excited: yet I "

It ins I~ i1 le to h h onour conferred on me ,t I

" : er
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ia - line. It
n, that

of th

hur h, arc xtrcmcly efi-

.icnt in a . n f he b icatio 1,

lie on them, to ob erve tl c di ip in

h hurch ; and t t iis d h .i 1 01" if

ni take not, Calvini ti pr a hin

vhich, 0 p ak nerally, I .

cv r hing and i 'ciI lin ~ n thing h..

"ery mi h on rib t d. I onccivc t 1c

n ~ 1· <rnr 11, who prof c hi I

In m cr of the hur .h , i -e a tacit p -

1111 e to ob erve its disciplin nd I m

nrc, vhether he does r not, th t, ron

th po .itive injunction of cripturc to

" y tho e, who have rule oyer u , an

rho watch for our ou .)} h 1 un er a

obligat 'on to ob erve it. "i h t

. f d b indubit 1 p ovnter 0 it, in or ing e uc ..n
of his 0 inion, that my public tio wid bl..: host

o the cause of Cal in' ID.
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ninisters of the Church, the case is still

more evident. They have made an ex­

press promise, that they will obey the dis­

cipline of the Church, as well as a decla­

ration, that they believe its doctrines.

Every minister, before his admission into

holy Orders, is required to subscribe to

the three Articles of the thirty-sixth

Canon; one of which is, " trhat the book

of Common Prayer, and of ordering of

bishops, priests, and deacons, containeth

in it nothing contrary to the word of God,

nd that it may lawfully so be used, and

hat he himself "ill usc the form in the
said book prescribed in public prayer

and administration of the sacraments, and

none other." Further, if he is an incum­

bent, or a licensed CU1'ate, he must have

taken an oath to " yield true and canoni­

cal obedience to the bishop of his diocese

in all things lawful and honest." Consis­

tently with his oath, therefore no such,
inister can nake any deviations from

the
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'he establish c1 di sciplin , which he eithe

kr OWS, or TI1ay rea onably suppo c, ,,·ould

be disapproved of by the bishop 0 hi

diocese.

.J.. s many persons, who are not aware of

all the con eqncnces of Calvinistic opi­

nions, have embraced those opinions, it

vould be unjust to say, that all Calvinists

are enemies o our established form of

hurch-Government; but, that there is

good reason for belie -ing alvinism to be­

iosti C 0 that form, the history 0 Eng-

land, and still more the history of cot­

land, will furni. 11 abundant proof. I-Iad i

not been for the .Arminianism of Eng­

land, there would be no «, throughout

the United Kingdom, no other than ti­

tular bishops. N O'V, before Calvinism i

suffere 1 to prevail amonz ,and more

especially refore it is suffered to be r_

elusively pre alent, it ought to be co -

.idered, whether this hostility to episcopa

a thority be accidental, or hether it
an e
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anse from the nature of Calvinism it-

If. 0 c circi msta cc, wl ich induce:

TIle to think the latter to be the case,

is the eli inclination, which Cal -inisin

has e ·cr manife ted, to the use of a pre­

icri bed form of prayer; for Episcopacy

and the u e of a prescribed form of

prayer will generally be found to rise

and f 11 together. To IS disinclina­

tion the peculiar pretensions of Calvi­

ni ts to inspiration (peculiar at least in

C mpari on with the pretensions of other

professed le bel'S of the establishrncn t)

n tu ally eau, lose, who so far believe

in the sensible operations of the Holy

I pirit, as to think, that he sucacsts the

atter and manner of public prayers,

an furnish s what is called the gij't of

prayer, will never willin ly submit to the

u car scribed fonn. I n the confer-

n . nt t1 c avoy in 1660, h ld for the

a c of e ' cting an accomodation be

th con t nding religious partie,

one

----~
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one of the proposals offered by Calvinists,

who vere professed friends to E piscopacy

and the use of a Liturgy, was this:

" 'fhat the gift of prayer being one spe

cial qualification for the ministry, they

desire the Liturgy may not be so strictly

imposed, as totally to exclude the exercise

of that faculty in any part of public wor..

ship: and that, in consequence of this, it

may be left to the discretion of the minis­

ter to on it part of the stated ervice, as

occasion shall require." ee Collier, vol. ii

p.878 .

It was pretty evident, that the admis

sian of this proposal would have rendered

the appointment of a Liturgy altogether

nugatory. Accordingly, the Commissio

ers for the Church on that occasion, a

phalanx of divines not inferrior to any, of

whom the Church could eyer boast, th

replied to it:

" heir proposal touching the gift of

p1'ayer mak . the Liturgy, in effect, holly

E in ignificant
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insiznificant, For, what el ~ e cal be the

Call equence, if every mini tel' may put

in and leave out at discretion? As for

the gift, or rather the spirit of prayer, it

con ist in the inward graces of the ITaly
Spirit, and not in extemporary e 'pr sions.

Such unpremeditated effusion. are only

the effect of natural parts, of a volubl

ongue, and of uncommon as urance.

But, if t ere i any such gift as is really

etended, this extraordinary qualification

u .t be subject to the prophets, and the

order of the Church. Considering the

n i chic coming by impertinent, ridicu­

or , and orne imcs seditious, wicked,

and blasphemous expressions, under pre­

nee of giving liberty for e. crcising the

if~ of p1'ayer; onsidering the honour of

od is 0 highly injured, and religion uf-

ers so much this ,yay, it is reaso able

tho e, who desire such an indulgence i

public devotion, should first give the

C urch ecurity, that no private opInIon

should
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hould be put into their prayer ; and that

nothing contrary to the faith, hould b

uttered before God, or offered up to hi

in the Church. To prevent which rni

chiefs, the former ages knew no bette

'lay than forbidding the use of any prayer~

in public, excepting such as were pre­

cribcd by public authority." Page 881.

I am much mistaken, if many Calvin

i tic ministers of the establishment do no

now wish for the liberty, which "was the

openly pleaded for; and, what is worse, i
DIlle of them do not exercise it. There

are, I am told, Calvinistic ministers of

the establishment, 'who indulge in the use

of estemporan; prayer in a way, which is

altogether inconsistent with obedience to

the discipline of the Church. Setting

aside the guilt of disobedience, I will just

observe, without entering fully into the

its of the question, t at, though e...

tempo .ary prayer in public, by its no­

velty, and sometin e by it extravagance,.
may
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(. J' ra tify urio 'itv and pleasc the fancy

mol' han a .t fa rrn, it b no mer ns

',"ell an wcr the int .nd ed ends of

public ray r. " Ve orne not," as Dr.

om er '" ell observe," 0 the house of

God, a' t a theatre for recreation; but

to peti tion for the relief of our own gene­

ral ne itic , and those of the whole

Church. Public wants, vv- ich are the ub­

iect of public pr yers, being much the

same, it i ~ v ntonnc s, and not devotion,

that n ke a -aricty of phrase necessary.?"

"' 7h r on pray in prit ate, no rea 011-

o j C '0 cr n be mad to his praying

orally, if h Ita the ability of

doin '0; but, wh n he undertakes to

direct th (eva ion of others, though it be

o 1 T 'nfal ily prayer, he ought, unless 01

ee t e prefaces to his" Companion to the Tem-
hi "h dipc," and to 1- ort 1 cour es on the Common

raver." He vidently mean such a raricty, as is con­
tended or by the advocates for extemporary prayer.

ur Liturgy does not shut out ali variety,

particular
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particular and urvent oeea ion, n ak

u e of a prepar d form. But, be the rea­

son of the thine as it may, it i the evi­

dent desi n of our Church, in pres ribine­

a Liturgy, to prohibit the practice of ex­

temporary pra re I' in public. iVhcnever,

therefore, a mini tel' of the e tablishm nt,

whether in addition to the Liturg or

otherwise, makes use of xt Inporar

rayer .n u lie, and contribute to con­

firm the notion re 'j) cti 0' t rY'ift ofprayel

which tJ c Ch: r .h h as thouzht it ri ht to

disco m t nan' -, he is, in In opInIon,

uilty of a r -ach .of di cipline; not to

mention, that he thus ind HC a belie,

whether well-fo nded or not, that he su b

mit at all to the u e of a Litur y, not be­

cause it accord with l i own en time

but becau 'e he i direct d to do bra
J

authority, which he ca not entirely disre-

gar. 0 defence of uch a racticec so

to make it con i tent \ ith a rivht tree

i n towar the Cl urch can be drawr

from
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from the fifty-fifth canon. For, though

hat canon, vith re pect to the prayer be­

fore the ermon, or rather the exhortation

to prayer, leaves the minister at some

liberty in L e words, it prescribes the sub-

jects of the prayer, and directs, with a

seeming view to prevailing abuses in this

particular, that the c. hortation be as " brief
as conveniently may be."

Many Calvi -ists, it must be acknow-

edged, profess a great regard for disci­

pline, and declare a strict adherence to it in

their 0' n practice. 'ere, e, however, to

pu implicit c nfid nce in such professions

and d clarations, 'we should show, that we

have profited but lit lc by past experience.

Bishop Laving on, in his" Enthusia n of

.. ethodi ts and Papis ts compared,"

00 , to which, I fear, we shall ah ray

ha e but too much occa ion to ref 1', ad..

dressing himself to ire 'Vhitefield, says,

" You often make yourself a champion it

efence of ur Liturgy, Articles, and

Canon"'.'!
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"'1anons." )art II. preface. Vith wha

consistency Mr. 'Vhiteficld, who acted in

such open opposition to our Liturgy, r­

ticles, and Canons, could do this, I can­

not conceive. He must have had some

method of settlin 0' the matter in his con..o

science, with which I am utterly unac-

quainted. Whether any Calvini tic mi­
nisters of the establi hment, who follo v

Mr. hit field's example, or ncouraze hi

mode of conduct, make the arne profes..

ion, I do not know; but, whether they do

or not, I scruple not to say, hat they are

de erving of the severest censure. I am

glad, that, on this point, you so unequivo­

cally avow sentiments similar to my own;

and it was with peculiar satisfaction, that

I read this passage of your, ark; " The

great body of these divine (the Evange­

lical) a" sincerely lament the chism of Dr.

Hawei ,a th heierodoxu of orne other

Doctor ." ithout inquiring, howe .er,

into the P< rticular in tance in ,dlich Dr.
Hawei
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Haweis has 8ho, n himself schismatical, I

take the liberty of observin 0', that there

are Dlany me hods, besides that of 01 11

schi In, by which the attacluTIcnt of the

people to the establisl ed di~ciplinc may be

weakened, and chislU encouraged; ar d I

cannot but wi h, that you had been as

particular in telling us what, according t

your idea, is a breach of disciplin , as

ou have been in telling us what is not.

A fi-iend of mine once observed to me,

that " the preaching, which is called

Evangelical, may be considered as a half­

way hou e between the Church and the

Con -enticle." How far this ob ervation

.s ,veIl-founded, I hall not undertake

ositiv Iy to deter nine; but if, in the

preaching of Calvinistic minister, so

great a stress i laid on doctrine, an

rarticularly on those doctrines, by whi h

Calvinism is di tinO'uished from _ rminian_

ism, as to make discipline appear of but

lit le comparative importance, anrl (to u

your
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raUl' expression" ) like the haft' to the

vheat,' it is eu y to CC, tha t a "ay is

O'radually opened for a seI arati()l1 rom

the Church.

It i a ve:y common thing for person to

withdraw th If attendance on tl e public

services of tl e ministers of their own pa­

i h, for the ke of a tending on tho. e of

orne nei« 11 0 riuc mini tel' of the esta­

bli h en, who e reachinc is supposed

to be more Ecaneelical. r 0 thi , if his

vere al l, sh ould ha ve no o-reat objec-

tion; for, thouz h one of th e means,

which the unity of the hu 'C 1 is i itended

to be preserved, would thus be n glected,

the un ity of the Ch irch would till not b

b roken. I vill even admit, tl at circum­

stances may occur, in which uch coud llC

would be strictly defensible. ut h

mi schief i , that such irr ~ulal ities seldom

terminate o. Tho , , Tho ha Te once

,rough t themselve to thi k lio tly of the

. ee page 401.

nit
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unity of the Church, and, for the sake of

hat they may imagine a 1110re edifying
way of preaching, to n glect the ap­

pointed means of pre erving that unity,

will soon go on to think, that the same

imagination, should it happen to arise in

them, furni hes a sufficient excuse for

breaking the unity itself, and becoming

schismatical. 'rhus will the preservation of

he unity of the ' Church be left to depend

on, , hat is certainly very inadequate to

the purpose, the judgment of the people

respecting the most edifying mode of in­

structing hem. Accordingly, it is mat­
ter of experience, that many of those,

who have been accustomed to hear CaI-

inistic preaching in the Church, vill ra­

ther go to a Conventicle; where they nlay

continue to hear such pr aching, than re-

nain in the hurch under the mini try of

an ... rmnuan. Vhcther, taking the ca e

in the mo t favourable view, this does not

ari e from a blarnable inattention in Cal-

vinistio
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,"inistic minister to the subject of dis­

ci pline, deserve well to be con idered by

them." There is, however, another me­

thod, by which the attachnlcnt of the

people to the Church is weakened, and

which is still less excusable than this; I

mean, that of depreciating the ministry of

those, who are supposed to entertain dif­

ferent opinions. That a Cal ·inistic mini ­

ter should state and explain the doctrines

of Scripture and of the Church accord­

ing to 1 is own mode of understanding

them, is reasonable and fair; but, the

moment he goes beyond this, and declares

or insinuates, that the mini tel' of the

:r: I have heard a Calvinistic minister of the establish­
ment mention, as a thi g perfectly regular, that " the
Methodistic teacher in his Parish came to Church in
the morning at the head of his flock;" nor did it, in his
judgement, seem at all deserving of reprobation, that
the same teacher led his floc' to the Tabernacle in the
evening. Though such minist rs have, of late, been
put a little more on their gucud in this p rticular, to
them it is in great measure to be attributed, that th

sin of schism is made so light of, and the commis-ion

of it become so alarmingly prevalent.
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nei O'hbouring pari h is a "blind guide,"

and does not preach the doctrines of

Scripture or the Church, he becomes the

promoter of schism in the Church, and be­

tray the sacred trust reposed in him. As

I make some distinction between preaching

and printing, I am not willing, from pas-

ages of thi nature occurrin,- in your

book, to bring this charge a ainst you;

but I may observe, by way of in tancc,

that if, when JOU enter the pulpit, you

carry , ith you the same sentiments, by

which you vere actuated to write and to

rint," e are the true Churchmen, and

f. Daubeny and hi · associates are dis­

senters," ::~ you are in great danger of doin (J'

that, which would justify me in bringing
hi charge.

The evil of schism i· so great, and the

"in of it 0 heinous, that every thin a , which

i Iikelv to promote it, ought to be guarded

80'alD with the reatest care; and per-

ee page 397.

haps
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iaps there ne 'cr was a time, , hen tl at

care was more necessary than at present.

There never was a time, when the duty f

Church Communion was less under toad

in theory, or less attended to in practice.

Many of the common people, taking upon

themselve to jl dge what is true doctrine

and what is not, con ider it a sufficient

excuse for frequenting a Conventicle, that

" they 1 ea there what i good." To

break th unity of the Church, and to n­

courage the preaching of tho ·c, who, not
ha TinCT CTiv n any curity or preaching

true doctrine, may preach fal c, is con-

idered a a very venial offence, if an of­

fence at all. The person, from whom they

h ar doctrines, of 'which they approve, or

the place, in which they hear them, i , i

seems, a circumstance of but little imp rt­

ance.

" In the worship of God," I once heard

a sensible lay-rnan say, "place ignifie

nothing, 0 that the heart be rizht." 'Th 1

thi
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hi ma urn 1 t· ken by it elf, what can be.

more true? Then it is taken in referenc

o social vor hip among Cl ri tians, and

allesed . an xcu e for ncO'leeting the

discipline stablished in the Church, what

can be more false? If individ ial arc to

d termine , hat doctrines are to be taught,

and who i 0 teach them, what places and

times are to be appropriated to public

worship, and, rhat Tiles and ceremonies are

to be observed in it, what will soon be­

COlle of Chri tianity among us? In the

mind and hearts of true believers, indeed,

it Inu t ev r reig as the guide of their

Iives, and the ground of their dearest

hopes; hut, considered as a Church, as

body of men united in the arne faith
and worship, of which Chri t is the

head, and of which it can truly be said,

that "by joints and bands having nOll

ri hment administered and knit too'ether,
b

it increaseth with the increase of God,"

we hall probably look for it in vain. Be-

sides,
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ides, to return to the nlaxinl itself, i it like­

l)r, that the heart can be altoO'et ier ri ht
o .::> '

where there is a wilful neglect of obser-

vances, which, if not prescribed by Crist

himself, are prescribed by those, who

have received authority from Christ to di­

rect the step of that "flock, over which

the Holy Ghost hath made them 0 cr­

. eer ?*

I often wonder, that the obligation to maintain social
Christianity, and to maintain it ill unity, should be so
little regarded. The very prayer, which wa: taught u
by our Lord him elf, is drawn up in a social form.
It When ye pray, say, Our Father, which art in hea­

ven." Frequently and earnestly does he exhort his dis­
ciples to lore and unity. In his last prayer, he repeated
the petition for their "being one," no less than five
times. His Apo tles also, in a great variety of places,
which agree in substance, however they may differ in

form, exhort us to " glorify God with DIU mind and one

mouth."
It must be ignorance itself, which pleads, in excuse

for leaving the e tablished Church, that" Chri t is not
preached in it." For, if it could with truth be said, that

the doctrine of salvation thro gh Christ i not heard of.
in the Sermons of the divines of the Church of Eng­
land, it cannot be pretended, that this doctrine is not

acknow-
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;. TO \T, it 0 slit to be rem Inhere , L' tv

al the prineip,-] chi-ms, I Y "1 ich ou

CIa rch ha be 11 r: . cd ar d torn ir

piece, 1'0 1 the cia s the arly I 11 -it, n

to th sc f "hitefield a 1(1' slcy, ia

orirri at I froi Calvi. i. In. It i , I know,

a reelv d notion, that the follower of

Whitefield are C' lvini t, and tho e of

Weslo] rnunians. 'I'his, however, i a

fallacy. If the followers of Wesley can

with any propriety be considered as Ar­

minian, it i only becau 'C, in SOUle fe,

poi ts, they are le Calvini tic than the

follower of hitefi Id. In Inany opi-

. n , , hich a e strictly and peculiarly

Cal 'inis ie, particularly on the subjects of

. cknowledged and asserted in every part of the Liturgy.
Generally speaking, the devotional part of OUf service
i divided into short coIl .cts, and cv ry collect is con­

cluded with th -rords," through J us Chri st, our Lord
and aviour," or word to c ; e same effect; by which", e
plainly declare, that we expect no blcs ings, for the

body or the soul, temporal or eternal, but for the sake,
nd th ouch the ill rits, of Jesus Chri. t.

justi-
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justification by faith only, the new birth, and

the assurance of salvation, the fo lower of

both as cordially agree, a they do it hos

tility to the discipline of the Church.

Vhitefield asks, "",Vho dares assert, that

we are not justified merely by an act of

faith, without any regard to works past,

present, or to C0111e?" ~~ r his, to be sure,

1 being plain; but 11'. esley, "rho

affirms, that "th iondltion of our .u ti-

ficat ion faith alone, ar not goo

work ," i not t ll llC 1 more ob c re; es­

pec ia lly h n it is considered, that, in h i

language , j u tification and salvation re

synonymous terms. "The Methodi ts,"

he adds, " had wandered luany years in

t ic new path of salvation by faith and

works, before God shewed them the old

,yay of salvation by fa ith only." r.' hite­

field makes conversion to be the same

This and th e following quotations are taken fr III

Bi hop Lavington, and by him from the J0 mal of

hitefield and' re ley.

hinz
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vith the nets hi! th a d hi h peak of

a b in 0' in tantaneou. . I meuti n a

"\rOlnan iz d vi h Ii tIc I than the

azoni lath: five da she travailed

. th 11, in c moment, wa full

jo r." r. T I y hold the

tri e. "~ y bcinv born of God,"

a'" h "Fa an ill tanianeous act, nablinr­

from that moment to be more han

co ue '01' over those corruptions, which

~ re I wa al ways a slave to." 'ith

re pect he doctrine of assurance, r.

"hit fi .' a . ," II this while I wa
a

drea 1 1 i ake 0 d ny he d ctrinc of

a ural ces. ... II 0 O'ht 0 labour af 1.

kno r nur bel', vho e salvation j writ...

')1 their e' rt , as it were wi h

1." Tel y i by no mean'

and with him. eIt aith in

Hi t a' he," and an as urance wa
!i ern m th t h taken away my

Ins,



r 83 ]

sir s, even mine.?" It hence e ideo ly a

pears, that, whatever the followers of Wes

ley

* In two small tracts now circulating in the neigh­

bourhood of Nottingham, one entitled, " An account of
the experience and happy death of Mary Voce, who
was executed at Nottingham, larch 16, 1802, for the

murder of her own child," the other, " An account of

the conversion &c. of Ferdinando Davis, who was eX4

ecutcd at Nottingham, March 31, 1802, for a highway

robbery," I find the same doctrine. Of Mary Voce i
i .said, (t , 'hile they vere engaged in prayer for her,
she sudde 11y stopped them, by exclaiming in a surpris
ofgratitude and joy, Oh! tohat has tlu: Lord dOllefor mel
On bei n T asked what h e had done for her, she replied,
He has f orgiven me all m!! sills; I feel it ill m!llua7,t.
Her load of guilt and misery was in tantly gone, peace
and resig nation flowed into her happy soul." Again,

(( She told them, that God had helped her to ccnfes. her
sins, and that he was happy, that sl e knew the Lord
had pard oned her, and that she was going to heaven."
Of Ferdinanda Davis it is said," While he was breath..

ing his desires to the Father of mercies in the hour of his

zreat need, God abundantly poured ant the spirit of

adoption upon him, his fears were removed, an indubi­

table evidence was afforded him, and the bitterness of

death yielded to the bright pro'p ct of eternity." TI e
unfortunate man is afterwards represented as saying,
U IIy consience tells me, that I am p' rdoned ; for f e
peace within; I cannot doubt it," It i to be observed,
that, in both en C I these persua ion a: e not t ted to

h ve
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nion i ', that, in do in '0, th _T woul , if

certain hindrance did lo t tan the

way, be joined by the far 0-1' a t r part,

if not the 'whole, of tho e, "Tho are cl a­

racterized by the term E caneelical. The

opinions, .to which I ha ve referred, and

of which I have given _P cime " form

the leading fea ture of ~ Ie 10dis111, as

propagated both by IVI I'. " hitefield and

l\fr.", ley. far, thcrcf re, a doc­

trines were one me I, ~ II'. must

have eparatcd from he 'hurch, not a

an Arminian, but as a Cali inist : If he did

separate without any good reason wit re..

spect to doctrine, it will be dificult to

reconcile his separation witI honestu;

b eing a fact acknowledged b hi ·arme-t

tification or s, lvation, but as the meritoriou call C - not a
a virtue e.·i tina in our elve , but ~ cumpr Iiend i IT th

merit of our Lord and aviour -J c U· Chri t. It i in

thi en e only, th at uch an a ser i n is aO"1' cable to

cripture. In thi ense, it i an 1 ndou ed ruth; for,
a the po tie saith, H there i none other TIL I dvr

heaven, given among men, whereby we 1 st b a ed."

a mire
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dmirers, that he establi hed a discipline,

which differed from Episcopacy only or
c .iefiy in his own assumption of the cha-

racter and office of a bishop." Leavinz

you anel the friends of IV1r. Wesley to get

clear of this dilemma, I challenge you to

produce a single instance of an Arnlinian,

who, on account of his beinz an Arrninian,

ever separated himself from the Church of

England. ow, if all the schisms, which

ha .e happened among us, nlay justly be

referred to the operation of Calvinistic

principles, it surely is not unreasonable to

conclude, that, with r spect to the con­
stitution of the Church of England, whe ..

ther from a dislike of its doctrines or of

its discipline, Calvinism has a schismatic

tendency; that, if it should not effect a

change in the constitution itself, it must

rver be expected to prOduce, in a gr at r

or less degree, the sin and mischiefs of

chism. Th IS you see, Sir, that, in pro-

'Vhitehead' Life of lVesley

fes iug
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fes ing myself willing to toler tc Cah-ini In

in the Church, I do . ornethino nl ore than

sacrifice Iny love of abstract truth. ·or

the sal-e of peace, and of extending, to

the utmost bounds consistent with safety,

freedom of opinion among the members

of the Church, I give lHy voice for run..

ning some hazard of effect, which every

friend of the hurch would have rea on

to de plore. Thi, however, I do in the

hope and belief, that, a mon 0' a people,
'whose general charact r i aood en e, who

have the S crip tures 0 mu 11 in their hand ,

and who have before them the experience

of past times, Calvini In will 1 ever g In

become a pI' domii ant, a to produce all

the ill effect , which it ha a tendency to

produce.

It vill not b foreign to thi part of th

subject to ob erve, that Calvini tic preach..

ing encouraze th error, too prevalent

anl0ng the lower orders of the people, of .

preferrjnO', in the public service, the Ser-

mOJ~
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non to the P, oyer. I would not deny he

u efulne of preaching, when judiciously

conducted, .01' refu e to it its due degree

of e f rna ion; but, certainly, when the Ser-

mon 1 ornpared with the Prayer, it i

of but inferior importance. In hearing a

errnon, we may, perhap ,b in tructed

In ou . du y, 0 ~ e. cite to it: perfonnance;

bu , in joinin rith incerity in the Pra ­

er, e are ac uall performing a consi­

derable branch of ut T . ,.~ ow it has

not e caped the observation of discerning

per on , that, in th ministry of many of

h e, vho are calle .E angelical preach -1'5,

there i often a car 1- ness and ha t in

he reading of the Liturgy, well adap ed

o excite a belief, that th Prayers ar not

con .dered by the reader, 'what in fac

hey are, a the rno t import nt part of

he rvice, but merely as a decen i ntr

cr Re .ort to errnons, but to pray 1"Smost:
, Prayin 's th end of preaching.-"

.;. fro Gear re Herbert'. Churcli Porch,

duction
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II ·tion 0 the Sermon, vhich is to f Ilox i,

How far the gratification of vanio] and

he desire of " preaching themsehes, n t

Christ Jesus the Lord," may bc concern d

in this, or how far it may arise from 1··

affection to the Prayers thcmselve , I shal

not pr ume to determine; but I aID sure,

that the thing it elf is of ·ery pernicious

tendency.
It i 0 etimc alleged, a an apoloO' -

or pI' -aching Calvini tic do rin ,that,

wl ether true r false in thC111 elves, hey
ar be t a lapted to excit th at ntion a d

operate on the feelings of th multitude.

It i to be considered, however, that the

multitud , tak n generally, and for a I ng

continuanc of time, act principall fron

.mitation of the higher order of ocietv,

If, therefore, while we s urc the att ne­

ance and attention of th - multitude for a.

a OD, we di O'U~ and eventually dri /e

'yay the better informed, we hall, in

hi re ect be fa' from obtaininO' a

advantag
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c dvantage. I do not mean by thi , that

we ought, in order to avoid giving offence

to anyone, to shrink from etting forth,

as occasions may demand, all the truths of

the Gospel, or by any consideration be

deterred from declaring unto men the

" 'whole counsel of God." It sugge ts,

however, a powerful rea on for 0111' llsing

circumspection, and for takinsr care, that

no ilnagination of our own, which is of

an offensive nature, be mixed with the

pure truths of the Gospel, or represented

by us as a part of the Go pel. 'Vithout

uch care, there is great danger, that a
prejudice may be excited, even In the

minds of well-disposed persons, if not

against the whole of our religion, yet

against many of its doctrines, which are

both tr e and important. For, wh n such

doctrine are delivered' in connc. ion with

other', which are e idently of a different

character, they" ill by many, ho have

not ability or leisure to examine each par

ticular
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ticular by the proper standard, be rejecte

in a mass: and thus the pearl will be con­

founded with the rubbish, in which it is

inyolyed, the wheat thrown away with the

chaff. N or is this the whole of the evil.

In the mixture of error with religious truth,

there is a double danger. As some, dis­

gusted with the error, will reject the truth,

by which it is accompanied; so others,

for the sake of the truth, -ill admit the

error. If the whole, or c,-en the greater

part, of a discourse were false or fooIi h,

it would not be likely to deceive any on ;

but, where there is a great deal, that is

true and useful, the hearers are taken off

their guard with respect to "hat is not so.

Now, it is scarcely possible to discour e on

religions subjects, or to bring the grea

~ispensation of the Gospel into 1 v,

without saying many things, which are

both true and useful; and this opens the

,vay to a fallacy, which it i not in the

power of vulgar minds to detect. Many
of
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t these, as I have alread observ d,

even think it a sufficient ex u e for fre­

quenting a ConventicI , th: t "they hear

there what i crood;" not consid ring, that

the good may be mixed with what is not

.0, and hat, if it b , th Y ar but ill

qualified to make the n c .. ary eli tin tion

and eparation. might xtend this ob-

er ration OIl the mixtu 'C of I'll Itand IT

.n the di courses of Calvinists, to th ir

u ritins , and misht all 'C, a an instance,

hat he numerou truth ',' rhich occur in

"The rue burchm n a 'c rtained," and

of which 0 rminir n will deny the im­

porta c , 1 ry Iik 1 to hinde r 111' ny

of it r ade from uspecting, and more

from di c rnn 0' tha th yare accompa-

ni d b an' thine neou . ha

ivcn a pccln1en 0 vha I hink to be

crroncou in it, nc I 0 return to th

con ider tion of partie ilar ; nor . hall

11 this oeca ion, cnlar« on til mi chi -­

r 1 cff et , '\ hich rclisiou 1'1' r may

even ually
'"
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v ntuall T giyc ri se That in tl "1 In

of those in g ncral, by "vhorn 'alvini ill .

up rortcd in th pre~ mt da tl ere i , to­

(Tcther vith a great deal, that is true an

u cful,' - sueh a deficiency of srood sens

and sound reaso 1ing, and such a conse­

quent mi : interpretation of cripture, a

must tend to nil ad t e i norant, an to

exci te, in the mit d of the ic t r-inforrned

a pre' udicc against the thin ,which

underta ce t explain a d re on1111 nd ha

b en a undar tl T d mon rated by orne

of the a Ie t i vestigators of r Iici u trut

among us; particularly by the two 11'.

Ludlarns, a rcall v par nobile frairum, "\ Tho ;

riting , worthy to ra - vith he be

will, I 0 bt lot, n future time' e

I can ret d t e w rk of tl e truly pio -. La me

Ilervey with plea ure ; and I will not c1 ny , th a th

orks of man al ini t \ -hich anno T ad , ith
pleasure, may, in orne rc pe t!, be 'er cful ;
cularly in e. citing awful sentimern of the di rine j
and in gi -ina- livel - . nd av .ak nin~ r 'pr '_'It . "0

he malju-nant I ature of in

cfl 11 .
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eferred to a vorks of first-rate autho­

rity.

Do not imazi e, If, that wou d di..

mini h the r ligious zeal of anyone. 1y
only wi hi, that such zeal ihould be

properly directed. Upon thi its utility

ntirely depends. Few things, p rhaps,

ha 'e been the cause of more mischiefs to

mankind, than religious zeal mis-applied.

I firmly believe, that both Mr. 'Vhitefiel

and I r. 'V ley had a great deal of zeal

in the cause of religion, and that b~th

had the ability, if their zeal had been

ightly directed, of doing much good. I
ha r , however, no hesitation in saying,

that, in fact, they did a great deal of harm,

The good, of which they are by some

aid to have been the authors, appears to

me of a transient, if not a doubtful nature;

wherea the evil , to which they gave oc­

asion, are certain and permanent. Pro­

fes ing, like many of their followers of the

pre ent day, a reverence for the doctrines

of
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of the hutch, they set at defiance the

discipline, by which alone 1 er doctrines

can long be preserved in purity; and t ey

opened a door of schism, which, it is to

be feared, will not be shut for ages . Even

admittins the beneficial effects of their

labo to the extent contended for, it may

still ged, that those effects might all

have been produced, and probably to a

greater legree, by regular methods; that

with re pcet to the extra-parochial case

in which their rricri ts arc most insisted 011,

they might, by proper representations and

applications, have obtained liberty to ex­

ercise their ministry under episcopal au

thority, and thus have preserved, "..hat i

is of infinite importance to preserve, the

unity of the Church. Let Calvinistic mi­

nisters of the establishment, then, bc a

zealous in the cause of reli o-ion as the

please, they can carcely be too D1U cl

so; but let them be mindful, that rl eir

zeal be " according to knowled c." L et

them
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rem cnd eavo If to at ain to a practica

conviction, that it is then only " gootl to

be .zealously affected," vl n we are so af­

fected " in a goud cause;" and th t no

cause can he good, which is n t founded

on truth. 'I'o ensure tl cir st .C · In the

eareh of truth, let them eli tiv

qualitie , and make use of tl e

vhich truth is most likely to be found

:- bove all things, let them beware of mul­

t iplyincr the occa ions of schism, eith er

l 'y l ~ rrowing, vitl out necessity, the term

f C0l11111U ion, or by any other methods.

, "hinki g c S [do, I cannot but wish, that,.

retaininu their piety and zeal, they would

-cnounce th e peculiar opinions, which

distinsn ish them from the r st of their

bret rcn. If, ind cd, thcy do not see the

f rcc of the arguments, which are ad­

U' se to t rem for thi · purpo 'e, thcy will

ot cae to 00 0; but it 111ay till very

'easona ly be expected of them, that they

.: I orant to others the IiI crty, vhich

they
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th Y clainl for them elves; that they will

not be forward to chargethc acn rali ty of

the clergy with departing from the Arti­

cles, to which they hai e subscribed, an

according to which they have olemnly en­

gaged to t each, because they understand

them in a somewhat different s use. It ap..

pears, from what I have stated, that the dif­

ference b tween an rminian and a Calvin­

istic interpretation of the Article is a case,

to which the postle' rule may very pro­

perly be appli d, and in which, therefore,
it ought to be implicitly observed: " Let

not him, that eateth, despise him, that

eateth not; and let not him, which eateth

not, judge him, that eateth." 'Vith res­

pect to this difference, we are required,

a ha been seen, by the Royal Declara­

tion pI' fixed to the rticlc," to lay asid

c 11 further curious search, and to hut up

the e disputes in God' prolnise, as they

be o'enerally et forth to u in the holy

. criptur und in the o-eneraI rneaning of
the
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t le Arti les of he hur h of En o' and
.':l

accor lin0- to til 111." erhap.', a ' the

ill (111 of ettlinz he eli s ntions, which

pre 'ail, or at 1 a t of pre T ntiug an . 111is-

hiev ) ts ffects from t 1 In, it lllight be

-P .dicut, in th pr .cnt tatc of th

11urch adopt a measur im ilar to

at J 1 ' referred to, and to declare, by

at thori ,that it is not the intention of

t l Church of Enol cl ' 0 to narro v the
~

t rn . of C III iu i 11, in [ividuals, oth

.: r inian and Cal .ini ts, have sOlnetinlc

bel d to in acine. I the mean tim , I

h Ieuve 0 I r I .e, a the conditions of
a p . # ce lore honour'tblc to the parties, be-

cause more voluntary, that the Calvini t. ,

a d, 0 far a they are c ncerned in them,

the rminiar s als , should azree to the

faithful ob ervancc of f Ilowin« Canons:

To renou ce, a tern of distinction

the title of Evangelical.

2. To ab tain from all declarations and

insin ati 5, that th y alone preach
I

the
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the true doctrines uf ... cripture and of

the Church.

s, rro avoid all proce dings in practice,

which may tend to dimini h, in the

estinlation of the people, the im­

portance of an attention to the esta-

blished discipline.
You see, Sir, by this offer, that, what-

ever preference I may give to the Arminian

before the Calvinistic cause, and whatever

might be my hopes of victory, were hos­

tilities continued, I do not aim at the ho­

nour of a triumph, nor lose sight of the

peaceable intentions professed in mymotto :

t( Non ego, nee Teucris Italos parere jubebo,
Nee mihi regna peto: paribus se legibus ambee
Invictre g ntes reterna in fredera mittant."

I am, Rev. if,

Your's, &c.

E. PEAR ON
RE.IPSTO.-E,

June 1, 1802.
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•

'I' is but just to add, that, when Mr.

Overton wa infonn d of my having re­

cci ved the anonYl110U Letter of which

a copy i O'i,'en P: 59, he pronounced

the ending of it to be " a cowardly at­

tempt;" a surinz me, that" he entertained

very differ n t idea of ueh principles a

min , from tho c.'pres ed in the anony­

InGUS Letter," and that" h viewed that

Letter with as 0'1' at eli approbation as

could do."

Since these "Rclnarks" were ent to

the press, I have had th plea..urc of

readin 0' a learned and ingeniou" treati c,

written by Dr. Kipling, Deputy Regius

rofes or of Divinitv in the T niver ity of

ambridge, in whi .h he has pro\' d, to a

lemon tr: tion, t a the Liturgy and 1\ 1'­

tiel .
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ticlc of the Church of Enoland arc, 111

lllany instaner., utt r1 ~ incon sist nt with

the doctrine he d by alrin, As 111' Over­

ton has not undertaken to defend Calvin­

ism " to it full extent," the application

of Dr. r-iplin o" " proof to " The true

J urchmen ascertained," dcpcn is on hi

ucee . in endeavouring to show (what

(alvin 1 im If thouvht to be true) that

1here can be no -uch thing as moderat

Calvinism. I any persons will think, that

h has eceeded in this. Be this as it

may, hi treatise, with respect to the par-

i ular poi t he 1ad in view, ought, in my

opinion, to be considered as decisive

and to set it at re.. t for ever..

r i : I ' .

Br Hell and BJw-, Printt n,
• '0, .; 1, G It: i Wm l i.ll-Sue t, Hay-mark- •
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