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SONG

GOD moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the
sea,

He rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,

He treasures up his bright
designs,

And works his sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
take,

The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall
break

In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble
sense, v
But trust him for his grace;
Behind a _frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,

And scan his work in vain;

God is his own interpreter,

And he will make it plain.
Cowper
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EDITORIAL

God’s promise to the children of
Israel in Jeremiah’s day.

The heritage that was laid up
Jor them for some future day.

> 3| ehold, | will
o ® Llgather them
out of all the coun-
tries whither | have
driven them in mine
anger, and in my fury,
andin my great wrath;

B

ELDER R.H. CAMPBELL
and | will bring them again unto this
place, and | will cause them to dwell
safely: And they shall be my people,
and 1 will be their God: And | will give

them one heart, and one way, that they
may fear me for ever, for the good of
them, and of their children after them:
And | will make an everlasting cov-
enant with them, that | will not turn
away from them, to do them good: but
I will put my fear in their hearts, that
they will not depart from me. "

These are the words of God by the
mouth of Jeremiah the prophet con-
cerning the salvation of the children
of Israel, at some time in the future.
They would be a dispersed and for-
saken people who had been led astray
by their pastors, deceived by them
and made to wander in the deserts for
many generations.They would be lost
and scattered by the very ones who
were supposed to be leading them,
and who were feeding on the sheep
instead of feeding the sheep. Sheep
are the most defenseless animal that
there is and must depend upon some-
one or something else to care for
them. This is the reason, probably that
the writers use this descriptive term
for them.This is the feeling of all who
have been given to experience the
majesty and the grandeur of the king-
dom of heaven. They are made to
realize that they can do nothing, of
themselves, to provide fortheir needs,
seeingthatthey are weak and undone,
in the flesh, and can only stand still
and experience this great salvation.
They are lost and do not know where
to turn, all they see around them are
the things of the world and these things
have lost their appeal to them as they
now see a much higher calling and
desire to know more and more about
it.
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The news, that the God of heaven
and earth had promised to provide for
them and to return them to the safety

of the fold and cause them to dwell in

peace and feed on the provisions that
have been supplied for them, was
joyful news indeed. Every time previ-
ously thatthe Lord had delivered them
from theirenemies they had wandered
off after the gods of this world and the
traditions of the nations in which they
dwelled and became separated from
the Lord their God who had sustained
them. This is why that, in this day the
saints of God cannot join in with the
rest of the world who walkin theirown
strength and provide their own food,
they realize their weakness and the
temptations which they are so subject
to. There is no common ground on
which they can come together and
dwell in peace and harmony because
their ways are so different and their
faith is so weak. When God delivered
the children of Israel into the hands of
their enemies, or delivered their en-
emies into their hands, the first thing
that he would tell them was that they
were not to mix with the other people
among whom they dwell, in their wor-
ship, or in marriages, because this
would be a snare unto them and they
would go into idolatry and forsake the
ways of their fathers. This was the
condition of Israel when Jeremiah
wrote these words, and why these
promises were such good news to
them, because they had never been
able to keep these commandments
themselves and knew what their end
would be if they were left to their own
devices. Their cry would be as the

apostle Paul’s, “O wretched man
that I am, who shall deliver me
from this body of death”.

God’s promise to Israel was that he
would cause them to dwell securely in
their own land, that they would be His
people and He would be their God. He
would give them one heart, and one
way, that they should fear Him for-
ever. This is the heritage of the chil-
dren of God and He has promised that
it would never cease to be true. When
one is made aware of this glorious
truth they are made to know that it is
theirs, they cannot explain why this is
true, it just is, in the very depths of
their heart and soul. They realize that
they are notworthy of these blessings
but they claim the promises as their
own and rejoice as the children of
Israel did when delivered from their
enemies. The saints today realize that
their enemy is their own fleshly nature
and the vanity and pride thatthey were
created subject to. They don't have to
look elsewhere for the source of their
sin, they are made aware of its pres-
enceintheirlife whenthe spiritcomes
into their heart, and they bemoan their
sinful and undone condition. Surely
this is the cross that the children of
God must bear as Jesus told them in
his day. The first change that they
realize is that they were sinful crea-
tures seeking only the things thatwere ;
pleasing to the flesh and now for the
firsttime are aware of whatthey should
be before a just and holy God, and
how far short of this their best efforts
come. They are still sinful creatures
but they are running from sin and the
fleshly pleasures of the world, be-
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cause they are vanity and foolishness
to them.

They realize that, if not for the rev-
elation of these things to them, they
would have continued all of their days
running after the things of the world
and would have never known of the
existance of this spiritual realm which
is all around them. They stand in awe
of the wonder and grandeur of the
kingdom of God and thank him for the
blessing of revealing these things to
them. They pray that he will lead them
in the paths of his righteousnes be-
cause they have none of their own nor
are they able to attain to that state in
and of themselves.

Although they cannot perform these
things, in spite of the desire to do so,
these promises that they claim causes
them to walk joyfully with their breth-
ren and they pray that it will ever be
this way with them. They realize as
they journey in this low ground of sin
that they must still live in the flesh and
that this is where their problems lie.
They will go the rest of their life follow-
ing inthe footsteps of the flock, rejoic-
ing in their blessings and knowing
that if they are indeed in the fold that
all of the forces on earth, principali-
ties, powers or anything else cannot
separate them from theirglorious heri-
tage or cause them to fall from the
gracious estate into which they have
been placed. They realize that the sov-
ereignty and power of God is above
anything that this world possesses
and that it will stand forever, it began
before time and will last after time
ceases according to His word.

The Lord has promised to put his
fear in their heart and they shall not
depart from him. He will rejoice over
them for good and will plant them in
his land assuredly with his whole heart
and with his whole soul. There is no
place or position thatis more safe and
secure than this fold where the sheep
are gathered. This is where the porter
opens the doorand the shepherd calls
unto his sheep and they follow him.
They know his voice and will follow no
other. Is this not the way it is with the
sheep today. There are pastors all
around calling, Lo here and Lo there,
follow us and learn the way of salva-
tion but it does not deceive one that is
in the safety of the fold. The false
pastors cannotenter there, ordeceive
the sheep because greateris he thatis
within them, the sheep,than he that is
in the world. The fear that is in their
heart is from their own weakness and
the thought that they might bring re-
proach upon the name of their God
and the household of faith.

The prayer of all the saints of God is
that this is their dwelling place. The
work was all done before they were
aware of itand they were indeed given
anew heartand begantowalkinanew
direction and the desire of the heart
now is that they shall receive more
and more evidence that this truly is
their heritage. If this is your experi-
ence, then you are the one of the ones
that Jeremiahwas writing about, thou-
sands of years ago, and all of the
promises are yours. David said,” The
lines are fallen to me in pleasant
places, yea I have a goodly heri-
tage.” This has beenthetestimony,in
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all ages, as one is brought to the
knowledge of the truth, and made to
feel that these things are theirs al-
though, there is no apparent justifica-
tion for such a claim.

As the newborn soul searches the
scriptures and reads the scriptures
where Jesus says, “Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of heaven and again, That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the spirit
is spirit”, they realize that this is what
has happened to them. They had lived
all of their lives in the flesh and run-
ning after the things of the world, and
then justas they were borninnaturein
the flesh, they have now been born
again into the spiritual kingdom. As
their lives consisted of the things of
the world before, they now run after
the things of the spirit, as they had
desired the natural food thatthey might
live naturally, they now desire spiri-
tual food that they may live the life of
the children of God. As they have been
nourished by the sincere milk of the
word, they desire the strong meat of
the doctrine, that they may grow
thereby and have their senses
excercised to discern both good and
evil, that they may choose the good
and avoid, by the grace of God, the evil
in the world.

The heritage of the saints of God is
the most precious possession that
they have in this world and it is to
make manifest that he who has prom-
ised is still here to fulfill that promise.
The evidence is, to all of the house-
hold of faith, that it is a gift from God
to those who were chosen in Christ

from the foundation of the world. The
evidence is placed in the heart of the
individual and it will cause them to
stand all trials that they shall face. The
Apostie Paul was the only one who
experienced the appearing of Jesus
to him, on the road to Damascus,
although there were many other
present at the time. This is the answer
to the question which was asked of
Jesus, by Judas, (not Iscariot) "Lord
how is it that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us, and not unto the
world". The answer is by revelation,
and that is always the work of God by
his grace. No works or effort on the
part of the creature is involved in this
matter, either before or afterthe change.
May God bless these words to your
comfort, and may they bear witness
with your experience, and if they do,
you canrest assured ,that yours is the
journey of the redeemed on that high-
way which is called the way of holi-
ness where none but the cleansed can
walk. This indeed is the heritage of the
saints of God and allwho experienced
these things in their journey of life are
assured of inheriting the heavenly
home prepared for those who love
God. '
In bonds of love
Richard H. Campbell

ROMANS 14: 11-12.

For it is written, As I live, saith
the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall con-

fess to God.

So then every one of us shall

- give account of himself to God.
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VOICES OF THE PAST

Raleigh, North Carolina.

;" ® J|ELOVED IN CHRIST JESUS
% BlOUR LORD: - You are all pur-
sumg that path that ieads to eternai
glory. It is a path which none know

but the ransomed of the Lord, and

they only walk therein by faith, and

not by sight. That faith which worketh

by love, and which is of the operation

of God, clings to, rests upon and

walks inthe new and living way which

Jesus has consecrated forus, through

the veil, that is to say, his flesh. The

obedience and atoning blood of the

Lamb is the glorious highway through

this wilderness to the city which hath

foundations, whose builder and

maker is God. |, saith Jesus, am the

way. As | contemplate the life of the

righteous, and muse upontheir bliss-

ful and eternal inheritance of glory

with Christ, the Head of the church, |

find longings flowing forth from my

soul, and | join with one of old, say-

ing, “Remember me, O Lord, with

the favors that thou bearest unto

thy people: O visit me with thy

salvation; that I may see the good

of thy chosen, that I may rejoice

in the gladness of thy nation,

that I may glory with thine inher-

itance.” | gladly admit that our God

grants me seasons when | sing with

gladness of heartfor Jacob. “For the

Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and

ransomed him from the hand of

"him that was stronger than he.”
But oh, at other times | am so beset

with enemies, so tossed with internal
conflicts, and my sins as a very plague
seem to isolate me from the common-
wealth of Israel. | am as one thrust
forth from thy tents, O happy Israel!
The fretting leprosy of mine iniquities
causes me to wander as an outcast
from the holy people. Ah! well | know
my uncleanness unfits me to associ-
ate with the clean. | feel my presence
would defile the tents of the beloved
nation. Therefore when any of the fam-
ily of God would draw nigh to recog-
nize and to embrace me as a brother,
I inwardly cry outward to forbid their
drawing nigh. | am unclean, unclean; |
am not fit to be taken into fellowship
and companionship with the ransomed
of the Lord. And when, notwithstand-
ing my inward protestations, tokens
of fellowship have been bestowed
upon me by God’s dear children, this
so humbles me, | feel so contemptibly
mean, so vile, so unworthy of their
esteem, that ! have gone before nowin
secret to sigh and to weep. | need thy
precious blood, O Lamb of God, to
cleanse my guilt away. " If thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.” The
blood of thine atonement apply to my
diseased soul. Oh give me the evi-
dences that thou did die for me, and
thenlshall be cleaninthysight. " Wash
me, and I shall be whiter than
snow." This shall raise me up from the
dust to rejoice in thy salvation. "He
sent his word and healed them.”
This is what | need; not the bare theory
of the doctrine, with its proof texts set
in array in my natural understanding,
butthe glorious truthsentby the Lord's
gracious power, in the Holy Ghost,
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and in much assurance. When the
Lord sends the word it prospers inthe
thing whereunto he sends it. This |
know, for then his speech distils as
the dew upon my soul, and | am re-
freshed. His doctrine sent to my heart
calms all the tumults that my sins and
the devil create, and | have peace
through the blood of Emmanuel’s
cross. Sometimes |am as one famish-
ing, and | pine away for want of the
fruits of the field. My soul craveth
Jehovah's sweet mercy, | yearn again
to taste his pardoning love, but the
Bible cannot afford it, the letter of the
Scriptures cannot bestow it. | have no
power to suck honey out of them.
Those who can go to the Scriptures
and always get what they need, and
can close the book well satisfied with
what they have got, are altogether
different from poor, sinful, helpless me.

I can no more help myself to food
out of the Holy Scriptures than a very
babe could feed itself at a well laden
table spread with all manner of sweet
tasting and nourishing food. | well
know that the concentration of the
natural study yields no sustenance to
the quickened soul. By our natural
powers we may acquire a natural
knowledge that the Bible teaches the
doctrine of predesination, election,
salvation by grace, etc., and by the
application ofthe natural mind tothese
subjects in the perusal of the Bible a
person may be well versed, as the
saying is, and be able to prove his
points, to preach the doctrine in the
letter. He may be quite competent to
debate with the opponents of the doc-
trine, and secretly, if not openly, pride

himself in this line. But what of it all?
It may all be, and that man's soul be
utterly destitute of the grace of God
that bringeth salvation. | have been
harrassed with thoughts that | was
just such an one, that all | know is the
result of natural study of the Scrip-
tures, and fears have invaded my heart .
that after all | know nothing of the
anointing of the Holy Spirit. | have
been brought low and with great
searchings of heart | have fallen at the
feet of the Lord so troubled, so weak-
ened, so dismayed at the thought that
the secretofthe Lord was notwith me.
Perhaps some one whoiis fully six feet
tall according to his own measure-
ment, may hold one like me in very
contempt, and think one like me by
this time should be a man, and no
more a child. Well, perhaps there are
times when | am a man, strong indeed
in Christ Jesus. | grow up by faith, by
the abundantministrations ofthe Spirit
of Truthinto Jesus Christinall things.
| am strong then in our Redeemer, and
the arms of my hands are made strong
indeed in Christ by the mighty God of
Jacob. Then | can vanquish the foe,
and tread down my enemies as the
mire of the streets, but my triumphing,
and all the exploits are altogether by
faith, which is the fruit of the Spirit, in
the love, and mercy, and faithfulness
of God, in the blood and righteous-
ness of God, in the blood and righ-
teousness of Jesus. These are rare
times, when | can in truth experimen-
tally triumph and glory in Christ Jesus.
But, | am as a sickly babe sometimes,
so weak, defenseless, | feel as it were
to be dying for the need of some one
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to care for me, feed me and clothe me,
and that one, that only One thatcando
these things unto me is the glorious
everlasting God. “As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I com-
Jort you.” Sickly and faint and ready
to die in the filth of my own heart, the
Lord in his tender pity has placed me
in the arms of Zion, she has borne me
upon her sides and carried me in her
bosom. | have been dandled upon her
knees, and she has drawn out the
breasts of her consolations to me,
there | have suckled, and have been
satisfied with the abundance of her
glory. They have breasts in some
places that they call “‘conditional time
salvation,” but from the description
that some of them give of them | am
fully satisfied they are not the breasts
of the free woman, but the breasts of
Hagar the bond woman. However the
children ofthe bond woman may thrive
upon Hagar's breasts, Isaac will do
well by being suckled at the breasts of
the everlasting covenant ofgrace, even
the sure mercies of David. Those who
want to suck at the breasts of “condi-
tional happiness, ”of conditional time
salvation, can do so, and they are
welcome to all the happiness that they
derive therefrom. There is a vast
amount of fleshly religious happiness
in the world that is of no kin to the joy
of the Lord. People may perform their
supposed duties, and render their
supposed obedience unto God, and
compass themselves about with their
sparks, and walk in the light of their
fire, and in the sparks that they have
kindled, but | rather walk in the dark
with God thanwalkin theirlight. (Isaiah

1. 10,11.) | am pained to think that
such teachings are being taught
among our people, teachings wherein
the precepts of the law of liberty are
mingled and confounded with the pre-
cepts of the covenant that gendereth
to bondage. The obedience of faith,
and commandments of Christ's gos-
pel, are handled in such a way that the
joyous, captivating sound of them
cannot be heard as they come forth
from the lips of conditionalists. Their
sweetness, freshness and beauty are
departed, and grace, the grace of God,
cannot be discerned in the obedience
required, and the gracious and al-
mighty operations of the Holy Ghost
exercising the hearts of the elect to
the obedience of faith are altogether
in the background, in the doctrines
that are being promulgated in this
distasteful phraseology, conditional
time salvation. True gospel obedience
flows from the constraining love of
Christ. A part from the love of God in
the soul there is no obedience in the
gospel. “If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” The Lord delights
in that which his Spirit inspires. In
order to the true worship of God we
need the ministrations of the Com-
forter, the Holy Ghost, to revive our
faith, and hope, and love, praises and
supplications, then obedience to the
Lord will be the fruit. “I will run the
way of thy commandments, when
thou shalt enlarge my heart.” -
Psalms cxix. 32. Oh, what are all the
best services that we have ever ren-
dered unto the God of our salvation?
To this day | have to say to Jehovah's
sovereign grace | owe above what the
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fiends have in hell. | desire from my
very soul to walk holily just and
unblameably before the Lord and his
people, but | have not attained unto
this. | see very plainly that vanity is
stamped upon all that | engage in, the
vileness of my flesh is so manifest to
me, it intrudes itself, mixes itself with
and defiles all that | put my hands
unto. That others may not be so beset
with sinfulness so polluted | allow, for
| see it is only by a miracle of grace
that | can be saved, and grace is the
only fountain that yields supplies to
one like me. [ can with all my heart join
with Hart, who sings,

“Jesus gives us pure affections,
Wills to do what he requires,

Makes us follow his directions,
And what he requires, inspires.

All our prayers, and all our
praises,

Rightly offered in his name,

He that dictates them is Jesus,

He that answers is the same.”

“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”
Thus that dear child of God, that in-
valid, that deaf and dumb paralytic,
when by the sweet communion of the
Holy Ghost is instructed and com-
forted, and filled with love to the Re-
deemer, is as much obedient unto
Christ as any of the ransomed family.
That strength and grace by which the
believer walks in the commandments
of the Lord our Redeemer, is not an
ability that we have inherent in us as
subjects of the new birth, whichitisin
our power according to our will to put

into exercise, and thus, apart from
walk obediently, it is the obedience of
faith, and this comprehends that God's
grace is made to abound unto us, and
this is our sufficiency. (2 Cor. ix. 8) |
cando all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me. Thus the apostle,
knowing that believers have no stored
up, inherent ability, in themselves, to
do the will of their God, says, “Now
the God of peace, thatbrought again
Jrom the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlast-
ing covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is
wellpleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.” - Heb. xiii. 20,
21. Though | am, | hope, a subject of
Jehovah's grace, and born ofthe Spirit,
and if so even such an one, yet with
me there are many times when | have
no strength, | am as it were dead, |
have not the power to put forth a sigh,
or groan; to cry, to pray to God seems
impossible. | am so hardened, so fro-
zen up, so stiffened and numbed by
the deceitfulness of my sins, and an
evil heart of unbelief, that | find it
beyond my power to think a thought.
Ah, | know by humbling experiences
that apart from the unremitting minis-
try of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, |
have no might to worship God. Those
who can always sigh over their sins,
and pray unto the Lord for his pardon-
ing love, those who can praise God
any hour of the day they appoint to do
so, are not like me. But | have proved
that our God is very pitiful, and his
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longsuffering with such a miserable,
unprofitable worm as | am is awonder
of wonders. “He giveth power to the
SJaint; and to them that have no
might he increaseth strength.” He
visits my soulin his love, he chastens
me with his rod, he shows me when |
am smarting under his reproofs, that
mine iniquities have exceeded all his
chastenings. (Job xxxvi. 9.) He maketh
my heart soft, he gives under this
discipline ahumble and contrite heart,
he smiles with pardoning grace upon
me, he speaks kind promises to my
soul, he gives me glimpses of the
riches of his grace, displayed in the
works and merits of Jesus our cov-
enant Head. Oh, then | sigh, then |
weep, then | pray, then | praise, then
I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.

“I can do nothing without thee,
My strength is wholly thine;
Withered and barren should Ibe
If severed from the vine.”

| find, dear children of God, that |
have to be learning over and over
again that “Christis all, and in all.” -
Col. iii. 11. Oh, that name Jesus, Sav-
ior, is so sweet! In him are such tran-
scendent excellencies, and so suit-
able to a needy sinner like me that at
every view that is given me by the
Spirit of truth | fall deeper and deeper
in love with our altogether lovely Sav-
ior. And when his love is shed abroad
in my heart | find myself saying within
me, He loveth me still, he loveth even
me, and what proof of his lovel see in
his fulfilling all the gracious relations

that he sustains unto his people, as
the loving Kinsman, our Brother, our
tender, faithful Husband, our Aimighty
Friend and Redeemer. When the Holy
Spirit, whotakes of the things of Jesus
and shows them unto the elect, shows
them unto me, how can | help loving
him and praising and adoring the King
in his beauty? Ah, then it is that |
would not in word only, but in deed
and in truth love him who hath loved
me with an everlasting love.

“Love moved him to die, on this
I rely;

My Savior hath loved me, I can-
not tell why;

But this I can tell, he loved me so
well,

As to lay down his life, toredeem
me _from hell.”

Frederick W. Keene

ROMANS V. 3-5.

greeable to a desire of sister
P4 8| Peck, we offer afew remarks
in regard to the working of tribulation,
&c., in harmony with all other things,
for the special good of God’s people,
and the glory own great name. The
inquiry is made, “How does tribula-
tion work patience, and patience
experience, and experience hope
that maketh not ashamed?” In
reply, suffer us to ask, What could
christians know aboutthe grace orthe
action of patience, if we had not trials
or tribulation? Suppose that we were
placed in circumstances of perpetual
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joy and ease, we should know some-
thing of gratification, but in that con-
dition we could never become ac-
quainted with patience. Nothing short
of tribulation can call forth into exer-
cise the principle and grace of pa-
tience, and it is on that account the
apostle says, “Tribulation worketh
patience,” and in the same connec-
tion, of one of the graces of the Spirit
working in harmony with all the other
graces, that “patience worketh ex-
perience.” This was illustrated in the
case of poor old Job. The apostle
says, “You have heard of the pa-
tience of Job, and seen the end of
the Lord.” The end, or design of the
Lord, in Job’s tribulation, was that in
the final issue, Job might have occa-
sion to record his experience of the
dealing of the Lord with him, through-
out that dreadful conflict. “I have
heard of thee, by the hearings of
the ear; but now mine eye seeth
thee.” This is the difference between
theory and experience. He had heard
before, but now he had actual experi-
ence. Anditis so with us; our patience
in tribulation stores our mind with
rich experience of the divine good-
ness. Jeremiah also had tasted the
wormwood and the gall, and had, like
David, waited patiently for the Lord,
and this had given him experience
which strengthened his hope. My soul,
said he, hath them still in remem-
brance, therefore, | have hope. Thus
his tribulation worked patience, and
patience experience, and experience
hope. But what kind of a hope would
we have if we were destitute of expe-
rience? We remember our experience,

and all the way the Lord our God has
led us, and our hope is revived, and
we say with the poet,

“His love in times past, forbids
me to think

He’'ll leave me at last, in trouble
to sink;

Each sweet Ebenezer still rising
to view,

Confirms his good pleasure to
help me quite through.”

This hope being well grounded, and
supported by actual experience of the
loving-kindness of our covenant God,
will never fail, or make us ashamed.
The makers ofidols shall be ashamed,
and they shall all go to confusion
together. But they that trust in the
Lord shall be as Mount Zion. They
shall notbe ashamed nor confounded,
world without end. :

Middletown, N.Y.
September 1, 1856.
Elder Gilbert Beebe

PSALM 148: 1-5.

Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord from the heavens: praise him
in the heights.

Praiseye him, all his angels praise
ye him, all his hosts.

Praise ye him, sun and moon:
praise him, all ye stars of light.

Praise him, ye heavens of heav-
ens, and yewaters thatbe above the
heavens.

Let them praise the name of the
Lord: for he commanded, and they
were created.
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24| EAR BRETHREN AND SIS-
i WA TERS IN A PRECIOUS HOPE
OF ETERNAL LIFE: -1 will try in my
weak way to relate what | humbly
hope has been the Lord's dealings
with me.

| was raised in a Missionary Baptist
home, and united with them at the age
of fifteen. | was a Sunday School
teacher and leader of B.Y.P.U. Then |
met and married a man whose folks
were Primitive Baptists. | would go
with my husband to his meetings and
he would go with me to mine. | was
very well satisfied with my life, as |
had nothing to worry about. | visited
my husband's parents home with him,
and they would sing hymns, and my
sister-in-law and | would go out be-
hind the house to try and get out of
hearing of them. We said they sounded
like funeral songs to us. (Which they
were, singing of the death and burial
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.)
| often remarked to my sister-in-law
that | would rather be dead than to
believe such doctrine as they did. |
was dead, and did not know it; dead in
trespasses and sin. | went this way for
a year and did not even care for my
own meetings. Then | became wor-
ried. | was not satisfied with the Mis-
sionaries, and would go with my hus-
band but could not believe what they
preached, so | decided to stop going
altogether, that there was nothing to
any of it but just a form to go through.
But | could not be satisfied at home
when my husband was at meeting. |
would walk and wonder why. | could
not go back to the Missionaries and
like the meetings, and not be worried

all the time. Then one day my father-
in-law and family and some of the
brethren and sisters passed by our
house on their way to meeting, and
whenlsawthem the thought occurred
to me that | would like to go with them.
| remarked to my mother-in-law that if
I had shoes fit to wear | would go with
them. She said, Your shoes are good
enough, go if you feel like it. So | went
with them. That night there was a
preacherfrom another county, brother
John Everett. He came forward to
preach, and it seemed that he was
talking directly to me, condemning
me with every word. Suddenly | felt as
though something had hold of me,
and was tearing my heart out of me,
and if | did not get relief | would surely
die. | could see hell waiting for me as
soon as the breath left my body. | was
shaking like a leaf in the wind. One of
the sisters saw me and told my hus-
band there was something wrong with
me. He started to come toward me,
and | thought, When | get in his arms
| will die. When he reached me | fell in
his arms, but do not remember much
of what happened, only that | could
not breathe. They put me to bed and
called a doctor. | could not tell what
was the matter, because | did not
know. | was still trembling, and the
doctor said | was nervous, and gave
me some medicine to quiet me. But he
could not quiet my heart. | felt so full
of sin | thought all my friends could
see it and would turn against me, and
| tried to pray the good Lord that |
might die, even if hell was my doom,
rather than turn all the dear friends
against my husband because of me.
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Well, | went back home, and thought |
was just sick and being punished for
not going to my meetings, so | de-
cided that | would go back to the
Missionaries. | went to my mother's
home and went with them to meeting,
and as soon as the preacher began to
preach it did not sound right to me,
and | wished | had not come. | could
not believe what he said, so | went
back home more worried than ever. |
went on in this way for five years,
worried and burdened with a load of
sin, trying not to let my husband, his
folks or my parents know that | was
troubled. | thought that if they knew it
| would not have a friend. | went for
days and nights trying to pray the
good Lord to show me the right way.
| tried to read the Bible and it seemed
to condemn me and show me that |
was lost, condemned to hell and no
way of helping myself, and | am still in
that condition today: no way of help-
ing myself. If my name was not in that
number that Christ died for | am lost,
without hope in this world. If | am
saved, it is by the grace of God.

But to get back to what | was telling
about. Inthe fall 0f 1933 my husband's
father and mother and their pastor,
brother Henry Phillips, were going to
a district meeting down in Ruston,
Louisiana. The day before they left |
felt that | wanted to go with them, so
much so thatl could hardly stand it for
them to go without me, so | said to my
husband, Gooverandaskifwecango
withthem. He said, Doyoureally mean
it? Do you want to go? | told him | did.
He said, All right, he would go, too. He
started overtoaskthem, anditseemed

as though | could not wait for him to
get back. | was so afraid they would
have too large aload and we could not
go. But he came back and said they
would be glad to have us, so we all left
early the next morning, which was
Saturday, and got there in time for
meeting that night. They were strang-
ers in the flesh to all of us, but re-
ceived us with a warm welcome into
their homes. But | was worried, and
felt that | was an intruder. | felt that |
did not have any part with them. The
dear people seemed to be enjoying
themselves exchanging experiences
with each other, drawn together by
love. We went to meeting next morn-
ing and brother Baker, of that asso-
ciation came forward, followed by
brotherPhillips. I feltas though brother
Phillips was talking directly to me,
condemning me for coming down
there and trying to have a part with
God's children, but before he finished
| was shown a little light, as it were
through a darkened glass, and when
he finished | gave him my hand and
asked him to pray for me, if he could
pray forsuchas Ilwas. Whenwe started
for home | was riding in the cab of the
truck, because | had alittle baby. | was
silent, troubled, trying to pray that |
would be shown the right way, that
that little glimpse of light might be
opened up for me, and this Scripture
was continually going through my
mind, If God be for you, who can be
against you? | thought, If | knew God
was for me | would not worry. My
father-in-law asked me what was the
matter with me, if 1 did not enjoy my-
self. He said, Dear girl, God will bring
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you outin his own good time. | wanted
to tell him my trouble, but | could not,
for | felt | would be troubling him. We
stopped for water as the sun was
going down, and | asked if I might ride
inthe back ofthe truck so my husband
could hold the baby and let me rest
awhile. As we got in the truck brother
Phillips sat down by me and asked me
why | went way down in Louisiana to
tell him what | did. | asked him why he
went way down there to preach what
he did. | found myself talking to him,
telling him my troubles. He said, |
have known for a long time that you
were troubled, and we have all suf-
fered for you, because | believe we
have every one of us gone through
what you are now passing through.
While we were talking it seemed as
though abright light, brighterthan the
sun, came down over me and | could
see Jesus before me. Oh so lovely,
and it seemed that everything was
praising God, and | just had to tell the
dear folks who were in our party ex-
actly how | felt. | told them that a great
change had come overme andlhadto
tell them about it. | felt that | wanted to
shout the praise of God for every one
to hear. They told me to talk all |
wanted to, and the tears were stream-
ing down the cheeks of all of them. As
| talked some hymns came into my
mind and | asked them to sing them,
andhow sweetthose hymns did sound
to me; | could not sing enough of
them. | could see that light of love,
whichis Jesus, shining in the faces of
those present, and felt that | could say
with them, My Redeemer liveth. Bro-
ther Phillips said that if | wanted a

home with those people they would
stop the truck and baptize me at the
next water deep enough, that there
were plenty of witnesses present, but
| did not answer, it did not please the
God of mercy for me to come in at the
time. | was very happy the rest of the
way home, talking and singing with
the dear brethren and sisters. | thought
my troubles were over, that the dear
God of mercy had smiled on such a
wretched sinner as | felt myself to be.
| went home with my mother-in-law
that night, and went to bed feeling that
Jesus ws still with me overwhelming
me with that unspeakable love, but
the next morning when | arose | was
burdened with a load of sin and grief.
I felt that what | had experienced the
night before was only a delusion of
the mind, that | had deceived those
dear people, and it came to my mind
thatthe wages of sinis death. | feltthat
death was my portion. Oh how could
| face my dear mother-in-law after de-
ceiving her so? | got up to help her
with the breakfast, fearing and trem-
bling, afraid she would bring up the
day before, but, bless her dear soul,
she saw as soon as | appeared that |
was troubled and commenced talking
about the day's work. | could hardly
wait until breakfast was over, for |
wanted to get away by myself and cry,
for | felt that if | could cry | would get
relief. When we called the others to
breakfast | thought | would slip out,
but my mother-in-law saw me and
asked me if | was not going to eat
breakfast. | told her | could not eat.
They did not insist; | believe they all
knew what was the trouble. | went in
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the back room and fell across the bed
and tried to cry, and pray that my great
burden of sin be removed. | could see
myself the blackest sinner on earth,
notworthy to take God's holy name on
my sin-polluted lips. | could not shed
one tear, and could only moan, Lord,
have mercy onme, asinner.|stayedin
there for a time and knew | had to go
home. | thought | would go home and
work and forget my sinful self. But
when | was at home at work | was so
burdened with grief that | felt that if |
should die and go to hell it would be a
just God that sent me there. How |
longed at times for the peace | had
whenlwas a girl, when | thought | was
living right. But all the air castles that
| was going to heaven on had been
knocked from under me and | felt that
| was a naked, wounded soul, that
nothing but the mercy of God could
reach me.

The last of that week the district
meeting was at Antioch Church, over
in Bradley County, and my husband
asked me if | was going. The nearer
the time came for the meeting the
more | wanted to go, but not feeling fit
to be with God's people. | had become
perfectly satisfied that the Old School
Baptist was the church of God, but I
was not fit to be with them. My hus-
band asked me the day before we left
if | was going to the district meeting to
join the church. | told him | might go,
but | was not going to join the church,
thatldid not have any place with those
dear people. We went and at the meet-
ing | could look at the faces of those
dear people and see the light of love,
which is Jesus Christ, shining upon

them. | was made to cry, O God, why
did | come over here, a black sheep
among God's people? | slipped off by
myself every chance | got and tried to
pray to God to have mercy on my poor
soul, for | was a condemned sinner. |
went to meeting Saturday morning
desiring a home with those dear
people, yet feeling too unworthy to be
in their midst. I felt that if | should offer
myself | would be rejected, and justly
so. As | sat there listening to the
preachers so ably setting forth what |
believed to be the doctrine of Jesus
Christ, this thought went through my
mind, If | should join all my people
would turn against me, because they
were bitterly opposed to this doctrine.
By this time they were offering an
opportunity to any one desiringahome
with them. This Scripture came to me,
Forsake father, mother and friends
and follow after me. | found myself
giving my hand to the preacher, feel-
ing that | was perfectly willing to for-
sake husband, father and mother if |
could only follow after Jesus. | felt that
Iwould be rejected when it was brought
before the church, but | was deter-
mined to offer myself. When the
preacher asked me to talk to the
church, it came to my mind, Lord, |
commit myself into thine hand. | tried
in my weak way to tell what a burden
| had been laboring under, and that |
feltthatwhen Jesus cried onthe cross,
Itis finished, it was finished, a fulland
complete redemption for sinners. | do
not remember all | did say, but was
surprised whenlwas joyfully received
andthe dearbrethren andsisters came
forward, with tears streaming down
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their cheeks, to clasp my hand. | felt
that my joy knew no bounds. If it could
only please the God of love to bring in
my dear husband and me. But God
has a time for all things, and he was
not brought in until one year after |
was. As | went down into the liquid
grave | felt a great peace descend
upon my soul. Oh the blessed peace
and calm, not a worry, not a trouble,
all love and peace, just as though a
great storm had come and torn my
soul asunder, and Jesus spake peace
to my troubled soul and all was calm.
| find today, after two years, that we
need the Holy Spirit to calm the
troubled waters. When the mighty
hand of God is withdrawn and | am left
to myself all is trouble, strife, fear and
doubts.
Your unworthy sister,
saved by the grace of
God, if saved at all,
Mrs. Velma Lawson

October 25.

“For his eyes are upon the ways
of man, and he seeth all his go-
ings.” JOB xxxiv. 21.

HE Christian has to prove that
il nothing escapes the eye of a
just and holy God; that he lays bare
every secret thought, searches every
hidden purpose, and scrutinizes ev-
ery desire and every movement of the
mind. He thus discovers and brings to
light all the secret sins of the heart.
Men in general take no notice of heart
sins; if they can keep from sins in life,

from open acts of immorality, they are
satisfied. What passes in the cham-
bers of imagery they neither see nor
feel. Not so with the child of grace; he
knows the experience described in
Psalm cxxxix. He carries about with
him the secret conviction that the eye
of God reads every thought. Every
inward movement of pride and self-
righteousness, rebellion, discontent,
peevishness, fretfulness, lust, and
wantonness, he inwardly feels that
the eye of God reads all, marks all,
condemns by his righteous law all,
andbecause heis sointrinsically pure,
hates and abhors all. Thus he proves,
amongst the " all things " which are
weighed up and measured in the in-
ward court of conscience by the un-
erring standard of the word of truth,
the light of the Spirit’s teaching, and
the workings of godly fear, that he is a
sinnerbefore God, and that ofa deeper
dye and more crimson hue than any
other transgressor, for he sees and
knows his own heart, which nobody
else can see or know. He is indeed
aware that many may have sinned
more deeply and grossly as regards
outward acts; but he feels that no one
can have sinned inwardly more foully
and continually than he; and this
makes him say with Job, " I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the
ear ; but now mine eye seeth thee;
wherefore I abhor myself and re-
pent in dust and ashes " ( Job xlii.

596)

Eider J.C. Philpot
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SERMON BY
ELDER D.V. SPANGLER AT THE
PIGG RIVER ASSOCIATION
AT ROANOKE, VA.

1964

M| Ider Turnertold me this morn-
BA| ing thatthere was an afflicted
brother here who has hoped someone
would talk on the scripture which is
found in the 30th verse of the fifth
chapter of Ephesians: “We are mem-
bers of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones.” | am sure this is a
wonderful text.

One of the things that stands out in
the Scriptures, is that wherever God
has brought his church to view, he
has presented her as somethingcom-
plete. When he refers to the church of
God, he speaks of that church being
the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And we
find also that he tells us how, at some
time in the future, he will present that
church unto himselfaglorious church,
not having spot, wrinkle, blemish, or
any such thing. When the Lord has
brought Zion to view as the church, he
presents her as a city set upon a hill,
that cannot be hid. When he has spo-
ken of the safety of this city, he has
told us that salvation shall be her
walls. Not the salvation that men talk
about, but the kind that God Almighty
appoints, for he said that salvation
will God appoint for walls and bul-
warks.

When God brings Zionfor his people
to view, he brings her to view as abso-
lutely complete in him; he brings her
to view as being watered by the river
of the water of life; and that stream, he

tells us, makes glad the city of God.
Now if your heart has ever been made
glad as you heard the gospel of Christ
preached, as you mingled with your
brethren, it is evidence that some of
the streams have reached you.
"Makes glad the city of God.” | like
to think about the effectiveness of this
stream -that there has never beenone
too poor but that the stream win reach
him. Last night, as we sat on the
brother’s porch, | talked about people
going home to the church, for | feel in
my ministry to encourage God’s
people: if they love His name, to stand
up as God blesses them, and be
counted with his people. And | saw a
tear in a friend’s eye; and | said, "My
friend, there’s room for you in the
house." He said, "I'm unworthy." A
very acceptable answer, wasn’t it?
We want to talk about the text, but
we must first get to it. We want to
show, the Lord willing, that we are a
part of the body of our Saviour. And
we are going to show, the Lord will-
ing, that Jesus Christ did not come
into the world to make a decision as to
a single person going to heaven.
Somebody has brought forth such
false doctrine that they advance the
ideathat men are helping other men to
go to heaven -to make a decision for
Christ. Christ taught that he himself
never made the decision while in this
world, as toasingle personwhowould
be in glory. We find, in her earthly un-
derstanding of Christ, that a woman
approached Him, and said that she
had a request, that she had two sons
and she would like for one to sit on his
right hand and the other on his left,
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when he entered into his kingdom.
And Jesus said, “Woman, you don’t
know what you ask; it is not mine
to give.” He didn’t come into the
world to decide who would go to
heaven, but to make it sure to every
one that was chosen in him before the
world began. He said, “It shall be
given to them for whom it is pre-
pared of my Father.” If any man has
advanced the idea that Christ went
about upon the earth trying to save
sinners, making decisions as to who
would enter the kingdom, this scrip-
ture forever sets it at nought.

But he brings this matter to you and
me, for itis said that we are members
of his body, of his flesh, of his bones.
There is a depth here that | doubt
whether any minister has ever reach-
ed; there is a depth here wherein our
Saviour, (I hope | can say, our), has
taken our flesh and our bones. We are
members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones. As we look back at the
wonderous work ofgrace, we find that
when God created a man of the earth
earthy, (and in a sense a type of our
Lord Jesus Christ), the womanwas in
the man, and a part of the man, before
she was ever taken from him; and that
the law that God gave to Adam, was
given him while Eve was yet a part of
his body. Thatis why Adam said, ““She
is bone of my bone, and flesh of my
flesh.” That is why Paul, in his epistle
to the Ephesians, said that a man has
never hated his own flesh, but he
nourishes and cherishes it, even as
the Lord the church. “This is a great
mystery, but I speak concerning
Christ and the church.” In the pre-

ceding verses, how wonderfully he
said, “Husbands love your wives,
even as Christ loved the church,
and gave himself for it.”

There are a few things in my life that
have been most humbling to me; one
is, that God would love a sinner like |
am; another is how brethren could
love me. Another humbling thing to
the minister is when God’s people tell
him, “You were blessed to preach
the gospel to me.” This never exalts
one of God’s ministers. Oh, no ! but
the devil does sometimes. He will
sometimes tell one that he preached a
wonderful sermon; but a tear in a
person’s eye is more humbling than
all the Devil has ever said to him.

He took the woman out of his side.
The Bible doesn’t say his side, but He
took a rib, and that is where the side
is; and He gave her to him to be a help
meet. The side of Jesus Christ was
tornwhen he hanged on Calvary’s hill,
when darkness covered the earth. The
soldier pierced the side of Jesus. Why
did he pierce his side? Two reasons:
prophecy had said it would be; and
the soldier didn’t know what he was
doing - he knew nothing about the
purposes of God. Men today are living
out the purposes of God blindly, but |
assert that the purposes of God shall
stand. If | didn’t believe that, | would
be afraid to start home this afternoon.
Someway, | believe with all my heart
that in our journey here, the angels of
God have been our protection.

But, | want to talk about the text.
“You are members of his body, of
his flesh, and of his bones.” Eve
received the law through Adam, and
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the Ark was the only thing that could
weather the storm of the wrath of God,
when his wrath for sin was poured out
upon the world. The door of the Ark,
the Bible says, was inthe side. It didn’t
have two doors; it had one door, —in
the side.

When Abraham sent his servant to
seek a bride for his son, he caused
him to swear that he would not go
among strangers, but that he would
goamong his own kindred. What does
it show? that Jesus Christ came into
the world to save a people that already
belonged to him - that were united
with him. And the servant wanted a
sign; and he said, '"When I reach a
certain well, have somebody there to
draw water for the camels.” And we
find awilling Rebekah there. She even
ran to meet him; and said, “Drink my
Lord.” And when the question arose,
when the servant had told his busi-
ness, “Will you go with thisman?,”
her parents said leave heralittle while,
and then she can go. But they left the
answer with Rebekah; and she said,
“I will go.” | like a doctrine that
brings aboutinthe heartawillingness
to do the will of God; that not only
brings aboutawillingness, but makes
every particle of His service a delight.

“You are flesh of his flesh, and
bone of his bones.” We find in the
wonderful works of grace that God
Almighty has brought home to his
people throughout the ages, two
things clearly broughtto view; One s,
that he has saved them because he
had an everlasting love for them; and
the other is, that they are unworthy of
everythingthat God has done forthem.

| remember that when David went
out to fight the battle for his brethren,
he was just a lad; and his brethren re-
buked him, saying that the naughti-
ness of his heart had brought him
down to see the battle. Here is a giant!
if we can’t overthrow him, we know
you can’t: Goliath, the giant of the
Philistines. David was of the bone and
the flesh of his brethren, wasn’t he?
And David said, “Is there not a
cause?” Yet they did not believe in
him until he manifested to them his
power to fight the battle. And that is
when every sinner believes in Jesus
Christ. David’s brethren would scorn
him, but he said that he would fight
the battle; he would meet the giant;
but he would not take the armor of
Saul, for he had not proved it. David
went forth saying unto Goliath, “I
come to thee in the name of the
Lord.”

They were David’s brethren, and
nothing they could say would ever
change his love for them; no rebuke
from them would change him. Neither
will anything, my friends, ever change
the love of God for you; for Paul said,
"] am persuaded that neither
death nor life, things present or
things to come, principalities or
powers, etc., nor any other crea-
ture, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."”

“Flesh of his flesh; bone of his
bone.” Let’s find out more. Joseph
was a beautiful type of Jesus Christ.
We find him hated by his brethren-
hated because he had a dream. Did
the devil give him the dream? Oh, no!
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But it caused his brethren to hate him.
God gave him a dream in which he
saw his brethren bowing downto him.
One of the things that Elder Helms
spoke so clearly in his Introductory
was that all things worked together
for good to them that love God. The
hatred and malice of Joseph’s breth-
ren would have done away with their
brother; but it couldn’t be. They put
him in a pit; and but for the grace of
God they would have left him there to
die. But he had a brother to speak for
him. The Midianite merchantmen come
by, and he was sold for twenty pieces
of silver. God took care of the situa-
tion. Sometimes in my mind | have
seen that boy being led off, with his
brethren watching, no doubt glad to
get rid of him, thinking it was the last
time they would see him. But then we
findthatthere came atime whenitwas
God’s time to bring them to him -
through famine and hunger, which
God alone could bring and control.
Someway | believe that every drop of
water that falls on the earth, God
sends it; - every famine that comes,
God sends it.

And, finally, | like to think of Joseph
when he couldn’t refrain any longer.
He knew his brethren all the time: he
knew them because they were flesh of
his flesh and bone of his bone. They
were a part of him. “Come near me;
I am your brother.”

Has the Lord ever drawn you near
him? Have you ever felt the encircling
arms of Christ? | remember what dear
Elder Gilliam said, when he was at the
point of death for days: “I felt those
arms under me.”

I'm your brother —you thought evil ~
God meant it for good.

Now to reach our case He came all
the way to where we were. Our Sav-
iour must take our flesh, since, as the
Scriptures say, the children were par-
takers of flesh and blood, he himself
likewise took part of the same, that he
might destroy the works of the Devil.
How mustthe Lord Jesus Christcome
into the world? He must be found
underthe law. Paultells us in Galatians
soclearly, that when the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under
thelaw. Hetook ourflesh and blood as
the Son of man, taking it in union with
him as the Son of God -- our very flesh
and blood. “God sent _forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under
the law to redeem them that were
under the law.”

| like to think also that it is said that
he took notthe nature of angels; foran
angel could never reach our case. But
he took on him the seed of Abraham -
our flesh and our blood; and we are
members of his body, of his flesh and
of his bones; and was made in the
likeness of men, and being found in
their likeness, he humbled himself.
Men did not humble our Saviour — he
humbled himself unto death, even the
death of the cross. Why? because
fromalleternity his people had astand-
ing in him: they were chosen in him,
and their life was in him before Adam
fell. They fell in Adam, but they were
safe all the time. To reach his bride,
Jesus could notcome as an angel, but
must come as the Son of man. We are
glad that he spoke so many times of
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himself as the Son of man — morethan
he spoke of himself as the Son of God.

llike tothink ofthe expression ofthe
Apostle that there is one Mediator
between God and man. Talk about the
Pope, talk about the Priests of the
land being mediators between God
and man, there has never been a
greater lie preached underheaventhan
that. To believe that, you would have
to burn your Bibles; to believe that
doctrine, you would have to preach
that Jesus Christ didn’t come to save
a people who were already his; and to
take in union with himself the flesh
and blood and bones of his people.

Thereis one Mediator! None ofthese
preachers here are mediators between
God and man; there's never been but
one.Whois he? the man Christ Jesus.
The one of whose body we are mem-
bers. Think of it, my friends ! People of
God members of the body of Christ !
the mystical body of Christ, of his
flesh and of his bones. We never know
the full force of salvation until we have
known something of how lowour Sav-
iour came: If we only know of his hu-
miliation, and not of his glory, it won’t
do us any good. | cannot speak of his
glory, and know the wonderful love he
had for us, unless | see his humilia-
tion.

| went for years wondering what it
means when it is said in the 8th chapter
of Acts, “In his humiliation his judg-
ment was taken away; and who
shalldeclare his generation, for his
life is taken from the earth.” Then |
saw it one day. | saw that God left his
Son hanging in the body that He had
prepared —the only body that would

satisfy as asacrifice. He left him hang-
ing there, and turned his face away;
and Jesus cried out and said, “My
God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” If we are his people,
every one of us was hanging there -
represented in him. To be a complete
sacrifice, he must be left to die.

Have you felt my friends, that He
died for you? What a wonderful thing!
“Gave himself,”Paul said, “for me.”
llike to think of Himwho took our flesh
and blood in union with himself, when
he was held up before the people of
old: | like to think that every time the
high priest went with the names of the
tribes of Israel on his heart — with their
names on his shoulder, he showed
that the people of God were repre-
sented in him. I think of the high priest
going once a year into the most holy
place, making atonement for himself
and the people, that he couldn’t put
away sin; but I think of one who went
into the most holy place, having ob-
tained eternal redemption for us. The
high priest couldn’t feel the groans of
his people: he hadn’t experienced
them. But, my brethren, today we have
an high priest who can be touched.
We have one who can be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, and was
temptedinall points. | like to think that
when Stephen was dying, he said, “I
see Jesus standing on the right
hand of God.” Standing, waiting to
pour out his wrath upon the people.

What a blessing to have a great high
priest in heaven, who is brought near
as our brother, our very brother. We
read that he who sanctifieth, and they
who are sanctified are all of one; for
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which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren. These are my breth-
ren; Who? He that doeth the will of my
Father, the same is my mother, my
brother, my sister. He is not ashamed
to call his people brethren, because
they are members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. The only way
there can ever be a people prepared
for heaven whom God will not be
ashamed of, is for he himself to pre-
pare them. .

The doctrine | am preaching to you
today, will be preached on and on,
until the Lord of glory comes from
heaven; and the people | am talking to
and abouttoday have the grace of God
wrought so perfectly in them, that
God in heaven will never be ashamed
of one of them.

We are told that Abraham, when he
was called out, went not knowing
where he went; that he sought a city
which hath foundation, whose builder
and maker is God. He was looking for
a place where God is not ashamed to
be called our God. »

“We are members of his body, of
his flesh, and his bones.” He didn’t
come part of the way under the law; he
didn’t come just to make an offering
for sin, and leave the acceptance to
men, but He came to redeem us from
the curse of the law. The Scriptures
say that he went to heaven, having
obtained eternal redemption for us.
Do you know why he is coming again;
and who he is coming for? He is com-
ing for his bride; he is coming for
those who are members of his body,
of his flesh, of his bones.

“As by man came death, by man
also came the resurrection of the
dead.” When Paul speaks in Corin-
thians of the resurrection of the dead,
he said, “Now is Christ risen and
become the first fruits of them
that slept.” When Christ rose from
the dead, it was a promise that there
was a crop coming: The people of
God -- their bodies are going to be
raised. Not like you are as | look atyou
now, but fashioned like His glorious
body; and will be prepared to praise
him.

When the priest under the law took
the sheaf from the people and waved
it before the Lord, it was saying, There
is a crop like this. So is the resurrec-
tion of the body of Jesus Christ from
the dead. He was the first fruits of his

people; and they will be like the first
fruits. The glorious day is coming-
the day all the saints have looked for,
the day of all days, when we will be
taken home. | have been coming here
almost forty years; most of the oid
ones who were here when | began
coming, are sleeping somewhere. Ina
few years we will all be sleeping, laid
away somewhere in the silent tomb;
but, bless the Lord, He will not deny
his own. When he comes the dead will
be raised. It is the resurrection of the
dead, not merely from the dead.

You that love his name —it will be
you that day. It will be the redeemed
sinner; it will be one whose vile body
is changed, and fashioned like the
glori-ous body of Jesus Christ. Liftup
your heads, my brethren; praise the
Lord! No wonder when David started
in the 22nd Psalm he said, "My God,
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why hast thou forsaken me."” and
said in the 23rd, “The Lord is my
shepherd.” Then in the 24th, he said,
“Lift up the everlasting doors that
the King of Glory might come in.
Who is the King of Glory The Lord
of hosts is the King of Glory.”

J.D.W.

MEETINGS

he Lord willing, Hopewell
o gl Primitive Baptist Church,
Wmnsboro Texas will have an ordi-
nation of three brothers to the office
of Deacon. Brothers Robert Rector,
Joe L. Hamrick, Jr. and John Hamrick
will be ordained the second Sunday in
January, 1998.

All lovers of the truth are invited to
attend.

CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR OCTOBER 1997
Mrs. Clinton V. Ferris, VA ........... 2.00
Mrs. Hazel Garland, MD ............ 25.00
Mrs. E.J. Sutherland, VA ............ 2.00
Mrs. Ethlene Watson, NC ........... 2.00
Mr. & Mrs. J.M. Marshall, VA ......5.00
Wilton L. Sutphin, VA ................. 2.00
Mrs. Muriel M. Strader, NC ......... 2.00
Mrs. Donald Arae, S.D. ............. 32.00
Bruce Barron, LA ........cccoununeineee 50.00
William Midkiff, VA .......ccccceeneee. 2.00
W.H. Norman, NC............c.c...cc...... 7.00
Mrs. J.B. Blaylock, NC ................ 7.00

OBITUARIES

RAMOUS GERALD HARRIS

| n sadness | will endeavor to
B X8| write afew words concerning
our dear Brother in Christ, Brother
Ramous Gerald Harris departed this
life on 7 November 1997 just two days
short of his 84th birthday. He was the
only child of the late Pelege and Leatha
Harris. His wife, Ruth Morris Harris,
preceded him in death. One brotherin
law, Charles M. Morris of Lowland,
N.C. survives him plus many cousins in
Eastern North Carolina and Virginia.

Brother Harris was a Navy veteran,
retired merchant seaman and com-
mercial fisherman. In April 1981,
Brother Harris asked for a home with
the Goose Creek Island Primitive Bap-
tist Church and was baptized the fol-
lowing month. He believed in predes-
tination of all things by Almighty GOD
and loved the doctrine of Salvation by
Grace. He attended and supported
the Church faithfully until his health
failed. He spent the last few years of
his life in a nursing home.

Elder Gene Lupton conducted a
graveside service and he was laid to
rest in the Lowland Community Cem-
etery. One copy to the “Signs of the
Times” and one placed in the Church
Record. Done by request ofthe Goose
Creek Island Primitive Baptist Church
in conference on Saturday before the
fourth Sunday in November 1997.

Elder Jesse Foreman, Pastor
Elder Gene Lupton, Clerk
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FANNIE ESTELLE DODSON WILES

B3| tis with sadness thatl attempt
.3 | to write the obituary of dear
Sister Wiles. She was the daughter of
Henry J. and Lucy Stutz Dodson born
December 23, 1898. She was married
to Felix E. Wiles who died in January
1966. Sister Wiles joined Cane Creek
Primitive Baptist Church on June 23,
1918 and was baptized by Elder J. R.
Wilson on the fourth Sunday in July at
four p.m. She was elected Clerk of the
Church in 1940 and served the office
well until her health failed.

The life of this dear soul was ruled
by the Church and the principles of
the Primitive Baptist Cause. She be-
lieved it her duty to be present for her
meetings and the meetings of sister
churches. She was amember of Cane
Creek Church for seventy-nine years
and although she eventually became
the only member at Cane Creek it did
not diminish her love and dedication.
When it became necessary for needed
repairs to be made on the meeting

-house Sister Wiles used her own funds
for flooring, siding, roofing, celotex
ceiling and electric lights.

Sister Wiles was in Roman Eagle
Nursing Home in her latter years and
was given patience to wait for death to
come. There were times when we vis-
ited her that she would relate her
wishes to leave and go to that Heav-
enly Home that is promised God’s
people. Her longing for the peace of
death cameto anend on April 14,1997
thus ending a lifetime of love, dedica-
tion and respect for her Savior. Sheis
survived by one sister, Ethel M.

Dodson, Stratford House, Danville, VA
and a number of neices and nephews.
Her neice, Mamie Marshall and her
daughters cared for her in many ways
and always saw to her having a way to
the meetings.

Her funeral was conducted at
Townes Funeral Home in Danville by
Elder C. B. Davis, Jr. and she was laid
to rest in Floral Hills Memory Gar-
dens. We feel Sister Wiles was indeed
a landmark to the realm of Grace and
as a nail set in a sure place, see Isiah
Chapter 22 verse 23. Her passing
brings an end to the membership of
CaneCreekChurchassadasitseems.
The fact of no members means itis no
longerachurchand the Trustees voted
to close the meeting house. It was the
mind of all concerned in the Staunton
River Association that this action was
proper and the property reverts to the
heirs of those that donated the land a
long time ago.

There are many who can remember
when the Gospel was proclaimed at
the place and souls rejoiced. We
thank the Lord that He blessed us to
know and love Sister Wiles we feel for
Christ's sake, and may His name yet
be praised in memory.

In humble affection,
Elder C. B. Davis, Jr.

ISAIAH 43:7.

Even every one that is called by
my name: for I have created him
for my glory, I have formed him;
yea, I have made him.
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SONG

As when the weary traveler gains
The height of some o’erlooking hill,
His eye revives, if ‘cross the plains
He sees his home, though distant
still;

While he surveys the much-loved
spot,

He sights the space that lies between;
His past fatigues are now forgot,
Because his journey’s end is seen;

Thus when the Christian pilgrim
views, _

By faith, his mansion in the skies,
The sight his fainting strength
renews,

And wings his speed to reach the
prize.

The thought of home his spirit
cheers;

No more he grieves for troubles past;
Nor any future trial fears,

So he may safe arrive at last.

'Tis there, he says, I am to dwell
With Jesus, in the realms of day;
Then I shall bid my cares farewell,
And he will wipe my tears away.

Jesus, on thee our hope depends

To lead us on to thine abode;
Assured our home will make amends
For all our toil while on the road.

Newton.
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EDITORIAL
HEIRS OF GOD
hewords heirs,
inherit,andin-

heritance are in the
scriptures from Gen-
esis through Revela-
tions numeroustimes,
and though many of
them are 'repeats’ | can mention only
afew of them by the grace of God, and
| pray that he will direct my every
thoughtto his praise, honorand glory.

An heir is one who receives the
inheritance of one who dies. Unless
the one who died left a will leaving his
substance to one or more who are not
his kindred, then the inheritor must be
the nearest of kin. The government

ELDER C.C. WILBANKS

under which the dead one had lived
must judge if the will is lawfully valid
and act accordingly. If no will has
been left, then the judgment shall be
in favor of the spouse or children or
both. In Hebrews 9:27-28 we read, “As
it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment,
so Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many; and unto them
that look _for him shall he appear
the second time without sin unto
salvation.” By this one offering he
hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified. Only once, nottwo ormore
times, are men appointed to die, and
this applies also to Jesus Christ. In
his Godhead he could not die, there-
fore he must become incarnate, for he
stood as a Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world. “But when the
Julness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a

- woman, made under the law, to

redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.” Gal.4:4-5. To
redeem his children, chosen in him
before the world was, Christ must die;
for they were under the curse of the
law, being unable to keep God's just
and holy law because of the weak-
ness of the flesh: and without the
shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion of sin. “For as many as are of
the works of the law are under the
curse: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that continueth not in
all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them. But
that no man is justified by the law
in the sight of God, it is evident:
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Jor thejust shall live by faith. And
the law is not of faith: but the man
that doeth them shall live by
them.” Gal.3:10-12. Jesus is the
only one who everkeptthe law, and he
kept it to a jot and to a tittle. Therefore
he had no sin of his own and was the
perfect sacrificial Lamb. By his death,
“Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree.” Gal.3:13.

Withoutthe shed blood and death of
Christ his people could never receive
the promise of eternal inheritance.
“For this cause he is the mediator
of the new testament (covenant),
that by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testa-
ment (covenant) they which are
called might receive the promise
of eternal inheritance. For where
a testament is, there must of ne-
cessity be the death of the testa-
tor. For a testament is of force
after men aredead: otherwiseitis
of no strength while the testator
liveth.” Heb. 9:16-18.

“For the promise, that he should
be the heir of the world, was not to
Abraham, or to his seed, through
the law, but through the righ-
teousness of faith. For if they
which are of the law be heirs,
Jaith is made void, and the prom-
isemadeofnoneeffect.” Rom.4:13-
14. Abraham believed the promises
of God, “And therefore it was im-
puted unto him for righteousness.
Now it was not written for his

sake alone, that it was imputed
unto him; but for us also, to whom
it shall be imputed, if we believe
on him that raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead.” Rom.4:22-
24. “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith
not, And to seeds, as of many; but
as of one. And to thy seed, which
is Christ” Gal.3:16. If we were cho-
sen in Christ before the foundation of
the world, then are we his children,
“And if ye be Christ‘s, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs ac-
cording to the promise.” Gal.3:29.
“And if children, then heirs, heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified
together.” Rom.8:17.

Brethren, is it not marvelous to be-
lieve we have been given hope thatwe
shall be joint-heirs with our Saviour?
If we have received the promises of
God through righteousness of faith,
from whence did this faith come?
Surely it is not a product of our flesh,
as is advocated by unbelievers of the
world, butitis the gift of God. “For by
grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God: not of works lest
any man should boast.” Eph.2:8.
Is not THE gift of God his Son Jesus
Christ? “For in him we move, and
have our being - for we are also his
offspring.” Acts 17:28. Paul said,
“I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life I now live
in the flesh Ilive by the faith of the
Son of God.” Gal.2:20. If the Spirit
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of Christ does not dwell within us we
have no faith, for we are none of his.
Rom. 8:9. “Now faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.”
Heb.11:1. Faith and hope are things
of the Spirit of God, and they must
dwell in us together, for if one be
absent the other is of no value. “But
the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” 1 Cor.2:14.How, then, can
a man receive these things? To be
spiritual he must be born again of the
Holy Spirit, for, “That which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that
which isborn of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said unto thee,
Ye must be born again. The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born again of the
Spirit.” John 3:6-8. Peter said of
faith and hope, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively (living) hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
Jrom the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by
the power of God through faith
untosalvation ready tobe revealed
in the last time.” 1 Pet.1:3-5. |
would ask, Does not this inheritance

perfectly describe that eternal life
which Christ gives his children? In his
prayer, recorded in the 17th. chapter
of John, Jesus said, “As thou hast
given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to
as many as thou hast given him.”
And of this life he said, “My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: and I give
unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my
hand.”

Brethren, we mustwalk by faith, and
not by sight, and are saved by hope:
“But that which is seen is not
hope: for what a man seeth, why
doth he yet hope for? But if we
hope for that which we see not,
then do we with patience wait for
it.” What are we patiently waiting for?
For Christ to come again and receive
us unto himself, that where he is we
may be also; and to hear these gra-
cious words from our King's lips,
“Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the
world.” Faith and hope: faith to be-
lieve in the promises of God and the
perfect work of Jesus Christ the Sav-
iour; and hope thatwe are included in
both.

Brethren, | now say as did Paul, “I
commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which
are sanctified.”
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Praise God for any comfortreceived
from this, and charge all errors to me.
I trust that | love all of you for Christ's
sake.

Eld. C.C. Wilbanks

ARTICLES

Dear Elders and Editors of the Signs
of the Times:

B %l fter reading Elder Gilbert
¥ 8| Beebe’s Editorial in the
Signs; written April 1, 1867 at the
request of an esteemed brother; on
the subject of wisdom, in (Luke 7:35
“But wisdom is justified of all her
children).” | have a mind to copy
down Elder Beebe’s answer; for you
Editors consideration; whether or not
to publish in the Signs.

While reading this writing of Elder
Beebe; | was given to examine my
own self’s many short-comings, weak-
nesses and frailties; verses, the abso-
lute purity of perfection; of all what
has to do with the way and workings;
ofthe one and onlytrue and everliving
never changing God.

Now, initbeing my feelings; that, for
one to see and feel, some of the great-
ness and goodness of THE God; he
must, of necessity; also see and feel,
his own self’s lack, of that greatness
and goodness. In otherwords; so long
as we live here in this mortal body of
flesh; we first, must be aware of our
own fleshly weakness and nothing-
ness; before we can even have any
interest in, or any desire for; to look
upward to He, who does all things well

and good. For so long as we have any
confidence in the flesh; we cannot
have our trust in the Lord and God.
Neither can we love Him and His way;,
except, we also hate, the sinful ways
of our flesh. Quote: at the request of
an esteemed brother, we propose to
give some general views on the sub-
jectof wisdom; and the Apostle James
informs us that there are two kinds
which are essentially different from
each other, emanated from opposite
sources, and productive of very dif-
ferent fruits, each known by its pecu-
liar qualities and general characteris-
tics, that which is most popular in the
world, and which s called the wisdom
ofthis world, we aretold, “descendeth
not from above; but is earthly,
sensual, devilish;” its tendency is
to confusion and every evil work (see
James 3:13-16). It was found in the
serpentthat beguiled Eve inthe morn-
ing of the Creation and has its foun-
tain in the depths of hell. By this kind
of wisdom, the world knew not God.
None of the princes, or ruling powers
of this world, knew Christ; for if they
had known him they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. This wis-
dom is so cheap that all may haveit; it
is so easily acquired that no divine or
spiritual power is required for the at-
tainment of it. Our mother Eve re-
ceived it, unasked from the serpent in
the garden, and it is now being insidi-
ously instilled into the natural minds
of children and adults from all the
humanly devisedreligious institutions
of the world, from the Infant School to
the more imposing Theological Semi-
naries in the land, and almost every




30

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

~ school is more or less infested with it.
It being of the world, the world ap-
proves and loves it. It qualifies the
carnal mind of men to contest and
resist the truth of God with more
subtlety, and craft, and to control the
natural mind with the greater plausi-
bility.

It is set forth allegorically in the
seventh chapter of Proverbs, as used
by the strange woman, (anti-Christ) in
her seductive and adulterous wiles,
and missionary arts by which she
makes proselytes of those who are
void of true wisdom. Allured by her
deceptive flattery and crafty words,
her converts “go after her straight-
way, as an ox goeth to the slaugh-
ter, or as a fool goeth to the cor-
rection of the stocks, till a dart
strike through his liver; as a bird
hasteth to the snare, and knoweth
not that it is_for his life,” “But the
wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be entreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partial-
ity, and without hypocrisy (James
3:17).” This wisdom which is from
above, is the wisdom of God, and itis
therefore pure: free from all impurtity
or deception, and possessed of eter-
nal excellency initself. It is peaceable
in its fruits; inspiring good will to
men, and glory to God in the highest;
all who are richly endowed with it will
beat their swords into plough shears,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
andthe nation ruled by it will learn war
no more. It is gentle in its nature and
in all its effects; easy to be entreated.
“If any of you (of the scattered

people of God to whom this epistle
was addressed) lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him (James
1:5).” How gentle, and how easily
entreated by all who have faith in God!
Itis full of good fruits, leaving noroom
for partiality or hypocrisy. This wis-
dom, let it be remembered, can only
come from above; God alone can make
us wise unto salvation. This heavenly
wisdom is personified in Proverbs 8;
and indeed the whole book of Prov-
erbs is addressed by wisdom to her
children. This should be carefully ob-
served that we may better understand
their properimport. Some of the prov-
erbs have been read and so con-
structed as to make the false impres-
sion that they are addressed by God
himselfto men; orthat our Lord Jesus
Christ is personified by wisdom, and
in that character he speaks in the
Proverbs to the sons of men gener-
ally; saying, forinstance, “Ilove them
that love me, and they that seek
me early shall find me.” Now God
has no where in the scriptures made
any such propositions to men. God
does not love men in return for their
love to him; nor does he propose to do
so, for his people and all who ever
have or ever shall love God, love him
because he has first loved them. Our
love is subsequent to his, and his first
loveis invariably the cause of our love
to him. When he has shed abroad his
lovein us, but notbefore, then we love
him as a consequence. But when wis-
domdothcry,and understanding puts
forth hervoice, she crieth atthe gates,
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attheentrance, atthe comingin, atthe
doors. That is, at the portals of the
house which she has builded. None
can enter her gates and be admitted to
participate with her children in the
banquet of wisdom until they are called
by grace, quickened by the Holy Spirit
and made partakers of that fear of the
Lord which God has graciously prom-
ised to put in the hearts of his people.
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of Wisdom." This beginning of wis-
dom s the gate of her house, the entry
of her city, and the coming in of her
doors. Here at her portals wisdom is
found; and here her voice is put forth
to all who possessing the fear of the
Lord approach her dwelling. Unto all
such she calls, and her voice is to the
sons of men; and thus she speaks to
them. “O ye simple, understand
wisdom: and ye fools, be of an
understanding heart. All who
approach her gates are of this
character. The fear of the Lord
has made them conscious of their
simplicity, and aware of their folly.
If any man would be wise let him
Jfirst become a fool, that he may be
wise.” In the early experience of ev-
ery saint, he is made to see, feel and
confess that all his wisdom is foolish-
ness, and all his righteousness but
filthy rags. All his schemes and plans
which he thought were so wisely laid
for attaining life have failed, all his
former calculations are laid low; and
in the fear of the Lord he will acknowl-
edge that he is the very character
addressed by Wisdom. Blessed now
of the Lord with a knowledge of his
folly, and of his need of understand-

ing, he watcheth daily at Wisdom’s
gates, and waits at the posts of her
doors, for that wisdom which
descendeth from above, which wis-
dom dwells with prudence, and finds
out knowledge of witty inventions.
Unwilling now to depart from the av-
enues oftrue wisdom, though he feels
thathe is very slowto learn, yet having
no where else to look, he waits at the
posts of her doors. “For whoso
findeth wisdom findeth life and
shall obtain favor of the Lord.” As
he listens to her voice, she speaks to
him of excellent things; and the open-
ing of her lips, in the disclosure of her
treasures, points out to him the way of
understanding; she discriminates
understandingly between right and
wrong, truth and error, good and evil;
she directs only to right things. The
mouth of true wisdom always speaks
truth; as error is unwise; wisdom re-
jects it, and wickedness being un-
wise, is an admonition to the lips of
wisdom. As she cries and lifts up her
voice to the pupil who is entering the
gates, hefinds that all the words of her
mouth are in righteousness, and that
there is nothing froward or perverse
in them. True wisdom which comes
from above never misleads, deceives
or fails to give unerring counsel. All
herways are pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace. And they are all plain
to him that understandeth, and right
to them that find knowledge.

All the children of Zion are taught of
God, and therefore they have under-
standing, and knowledge of the truth,
and can understand the instructions
of that wisdom which s an attribute of
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God himself. But none can under-
stand the words of wisdom until they
are quickened and taught of God. The
preaching of the gospel of Christ cru-
cified is to the workmongrel jew or
legalist a stumblingblock, and to the
learned Greek, foolishness; but to
them that are called it is the wisdom
and the power of God.

To the disciple in the school of
Christ, Wisdom says, receive my in-
struction and not silver; and knowl-
edge rather than choice gold; for wis-
dom is better than rubies, and all the
things that may be desired are not to
be compared with it. Silver and gold
are among the most precious trea-
sures of this world; the carnal mind
makes them an idol, and they consti-
tute the mammon of this world. The
love of this precious idol is the root of
all evil. The rich fool whose golden
treasures were increased, could take
no part of them with him on the night
in which his soul was required of him,
But the revenue of Wisdom are du-
rable riches of righteousness. The
children of Wisdom should never di-
verge from the counsels of wisdom
for all the glittering fates this world
can present. Wisdom from on high
proclaims her dwelling, association,
and her business, saying, “I, Wis-

dom, dwell with prudence, and .

Jind out knowledge of witty inven-

tions.” Some have supposed these
words were spoken by Christ, per-
sonified by Wisdom; but it will be seen
in all this connection Wisdom as-
sumes the feminine gender, which is
no where in the scriptures applied to
Christ.

It is to us a most glorious truth,
Wisdom as an attribute of the eternal
God, with every other perfection of the
deity is embodied in Christ, and that
Christ is of God made unto us Wis-
dom, and Righteousness, Sanctifica-
tion, and Redemption; and thatin him
are hidden all the treasures of Wis-
dom and knowledge. But no one per-
fection severed from its connection
with all the other perfections of the
Godhead is sufficient to express all
the fullness ofthe Godhead that dwells
in him bodily. Besides, we think the
misapplication of this perfection as a
personal identification of Christ has a
tendency to mystify some of the words
of wisdom, and make them seem to
conflict with the general doctrine of
the Bible. Some have supposed that
the strong language used of Wisdom
in this eighth chapter of Proverbs are
required to prove the divinity, or eter-
nity of Christ. To such a supposition
we cannot consent; for John 1:1 is
much more conclusive and to the
point. The Word was with God, and
the Word was God: this is irrefutable
testimony of his Eternal Godhead. And
there are many other passages, equally
strong and conclusive.

When we attempt to prove a posi-
tion by passages which are inappli-
cable to the subject we weaken rather
than strengthen our argument. We
feel certain that if the inspired writer
had designed to personify Christ, in
this chapter, he would not have used
pronouns of the feminine gender; as
where he says, “Doth not Wisdom
cry and Understanding put forth
Her voice? She hath hewn out Her
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seven pillars. She hath killed her
beasts, She hath mingled Her
wine, She hath furnished Her
table, She crieth upon the high
places of the city,” etc. Can any
scripture be found wherein the femi-
nine gender is applied personally to
Christ, or to God?

Again some have thought that what
is written in this chapter must apply to
Christ; as proving what is called his
pre-existence; that he was with the
Father, from everlasting, etc. We do
not need thus to construe the chapter
for any such purpose, as we have
abundant direct testimony to prove
not only that he was with God before
the worlds began, but also, that he
was absolutely God.

Let us read the testimony as appli-
cable to Wisdom, as a perfection or
attribute of God, and it mustalso stand
confessed that the wisdom as well as
every other attribute of his Godhead
was with him, or ever the earth was,
and from everlasting. Can we con-
ceiveaperiod either intime or eternity
when God was without Wisdom, or
when Wisdom was not with him? In
these inspired scriptures, the exalted
character of divine Wisdom is very
clearly and most beautifully demon-
strated. Remember that it is Wisdom
that makes the proclamations. “I Wis-
dom dwell with prudence.” “Coun-
sel is mine and sound wisdom, I
am understanding, I have
strength.” “By me kings reign,
and princes decree justice. By me
princes rule and nobles, even all
the judges of the earth.” This last
passage is relied upon by some to

prove a divine right by which many of
the most despotic kings and wicked
and profligate governments are sus-
tained. Compare this text with Psam
2:10-12. “Be wise now therefore, O
ye kings: be instructed, Ye judges
of the earth. Serve the Lord with
- fear, and rejoice with trembling,
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and
ye perish by the way.” How many
foolish kings have been deposed in
ancient and modern times for their
folly intheir mad rejection ofthe coun-
sels of wisdom. How many human
governments have perished for their
folly. Wisdom directs that human rul-
ers shall kiss, or be at peace with the
Sonof Godwhois invested with power
above them as King of kings, and Lord
orlords. “He shall rule the nations
with arod of iron, and break them
in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” It
is extreme follyand madness for kings
and rulers of the earth to ignore his
government, and dare to oppress his
saints; to command them to do what
Christ has forbidden, orfail to do what
he has commanded. “Touch not mine
anointed, and do my prophets no
harm; for he that toucheth them
toucheth the apple of hiseye.” It is
not by Christ’s Mediatorial power or
command that the kings of this world
reign; for he says, “My kingdom is
not of this world,” But it is by wis-
dom they reign. A fool may be a king
nominally for a time, but he does not
really reign; his ministers do that for
him; and soon his dominion ceases.
Wisdom further proclaims, “I love
them that love me; and those that
seek me early shall find me.” Is
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this a proclamation from Christ to the
children of men? How very differently
it sounds from what he said in John
7:34, “Ye shall seek me, and shall
not find me.” But how harmonious
with the whole of the divine testimony
when understood as a proclamation
of Wisdomto her children. Those who,
as soon as they are born of the Spirit
(for that is as early as any seek this
wisdom which cometh from above)
seekthe counsel of wisdom; and stand
waiting at the posts of Her door for a
supply, shall assuredly find it: and
such are the peculiar favorites of Wis-
dom. Can any dispute that riches and
honor are with Wisdom, even durable
riches and righteousness? Well may
She declare, “My fruit ( the fruit of
wisdom ) is better than gold, yea,
than fine gold; and my revenue
than choice silver.” Those who are
void of understanding are led by folly,
like fools to the correction of the
stocks. But Wisdom says, | lead in the
way of righteousness: in the midst of
the paths of judgment; thatImay cause
them thatlove me toinherit substance;
and | will fill their treasures.”

The highest possible commenda-
tion of the wisdom set forth in this
chapter is found in the testimony that
God possessed it in the beginning of
his way, before his works of old. It is
the wisdom which God displayed when
his hand garnished the skies, and laid
the foundation of the earth. This wis-
dom shines in all his works of cre-
ation, providence and grace. In the
contemplation of this profound wis-
dom the inspired apostle exclaimed,
“O the depth of the riches both of

the wisdom and knowledge of God.
How unsearchable his judgments, and
his ways past finding out! For who
hath known the mind of the Lord? or
who hath been his counselor? or who
hath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed to him again, (Romans
4:33-35), “Wisdom claims associa-
tion and companionship with God
Jrom everlasting. I was set up
Jrom everlasting, from the begin-
ning, or ever the earth was.” How-
ever justly and truly this language
may be applicable to the Son of God,
as set up in his Mediatorial relation to
his church, we cannot, for reasons
already given, understand it as in this
connection spoken of him personally.
The truth that God possessed this
Wisdom before his works of old is
abundantly apparent in the perfec-
tions of all his works; for in the ab-
sence of it, how could his wonder-
ful works have been so perfectly
wrought? He had not to experiment,
and try a variety of experiments in
order to gain a knowledge, or to per-
fect his wisdom; for if he were less
wise before his works of old than now,
how could we rely upon his immuta-
bility, or any of his eternal attributes?
“He is of one mind and none can
turn him.”Heisthe Lord, hechanges
not; therefore the sons of Jacob are
not consumed.

Wisdom may well claim Her priority
to all the works of God, and in the
sublime language of this chapter de-
clare, “When there were no depths, |
was brought forth; (or as pre-existing
in God himself called into requistion).
When there were no fountains abound-
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ing with water; before the mountains
were settled; before the hills was |
brought forth: While as yet he had not
made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust of the world.
When he prepared the heavens, | was
there: when he set a compass upon
the face of the depths: when he estab-
lished the clouds above: when he
strengthened the fountains of the
deep: when he gave to the sea his
decree, that the waters should not
pass his commandment: when he
appointed thefoundations ofthe earth:
Then was | by him, as one brought up
with him: and | was daily his delight,
rejoicing always before him; Rejoic-
ing in the habitable part of his earth;
and my delights were with the sons of
men (Proverbs 8: 24-31).

Now all this is declared in commen-
dation of the wisdom of God, and in all
the particulars named, these declara-
tions are sustained and demonstrated.
And in conclusion, the children of
Wisdom, by whom she is justified, are
appealed to from these consider-
ations; to listen to Her voice, to dis-
card folly, and cordially embrace Her.

Now therefore (or in consideration
of all this) hearken unto me, O ye
children: for blessed are they that
keep my ways. The plainimport of this
strong appeal of Wisdom to Her chil-
dren is that they should attend at Her
gates, wait at the posts of Her doors;
hear Her instruction, and be wise, and
refuse it not; for She saith, “Blessed
is the man that heareth me; watch-
ing daily at my gates, waiting at
the posts of my doors. For whoso

findeth me _findeth life, and shall

obtain favor of the Lord. But he
thatsinneth against me, wrongeth
hisown soul: all they that hate me
love death.”

How peculiarly appropriate are all
the illustrations of the wisdom which
God has displayed in all his works and
ways, and how important that all who
would live godly in Christ Jesus should
hearken to all Her admonitions, re-
ceive all Her instructions, conform to
all Her rules, obey all Her precepts,
andwalkin all Her paths. How blessed
are the children of wisdom, trained
under Her tuition, and endowed with
Her revenue. All who possess this
wisdom are wise unto salvation, and
find life; but all who hate Her and love
folly, reject Her counsels and heed not
Her admonitions love death. Allured,
ensnareed and betrayed by that wis-
dom whichis from beneath,and which
is the opposite of that which is from
above, those who despise Her mak-
ings shall be involved in the direful
consequences of their folly, and then
Wisdom shall laugh at their calami-
ties and mock when their fear cometh.
Alas! how true are the words:
“Broad is the road that leads to
death,

And thousandswalk togather there;
But Wisdom shows a narrow path,
With here and there a traveler.”

Troy G. Shepard

P.S. How can it be, that all things
are, of an absolute unchangable cer-
tainty? Simply because; He is THE
God: Of which is, a sufficient answer,
to all who do in truth believe, that He




36

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

is: And to in truth have such belief;
must and does believe, in His every
attribute. For one, with one iota less;
has to be, and is; one among the
god’s many,

T.G.S.

VOICES OF THE PAST

October 4.
“I will strengthen that which
was sick.” —EZEKIEL xxxiv. 16.

ECULIAR maladies require
3 peculiar remedies; but here
is a general remedy, a family medi-
cine. The Lord not only has strong
remedies for desperate diseases; but
in the divine medicine chest he has
his restoratives and cordials. “Stay
me with flagons; comfort me with
apples,” cries the Bride, “ for I am
sick of love.” She was in a swoon,
and needed a reviving cordial to re-
store her. So a poor fainting soul may
come to hear the preached gospel, or
may open his Bible, and say, " What
is here for me ?" When | hear any
deep experience described, that
seems to cut me off as too deep; and
when | hear great manifestations en-
tered into, that cuts me off as too
high. So | seem to be a strange being,
apeculiar out-of-the-way creature, that
can neither dive norfly, sink norrise.”
Well, you are sick; you are like one in
a hospital, ill of a malady that puzzles
all the doctors. At last, one more skil-
ful than his brethren, says, “ There is
no peculiar disease. But the man,

like many of our London patients,
is suffering from want of nourish-
ment, dying from sheer exhaus-
tion. He wants better blood put
into him. He must have some good
meat and wine, and a nourishing
diet to recruit his strength and
put new life into his body.” Thus
acts the great Physician -- Jehovah-
rophi. “Iwill strengthen that which
was sick.” The blood and righteous-
ness of Jesus — that flesh which is
meat indeed, and that blood which is
drink indeed, is given to the hunger-
bitten wretch to revive him as with a
heavenly cordial. There is balm in
Gilead; there is a Physician there; to
that balm and to that physician sin-
sick souls seek. If you have a real
case, you may depend uponit, thereis
a remedy in the family chest. It is not
found out yet, at least you may not
have found it, but there is a drawer,
and in that drawer there is a draught
devised by infinite wisdom and com-
pounded by everlasting love. It is in-
deed a remedy such as no learned
physician of the school of the phari-
sees ever prescribed, or an apoth-
ecary wise in his own conceit ever
compounded; but yet the very thing,
the very thing. And when that drawer
is opened and the draught brought
out, and you take it, you will be able to
say with David in the joy of your heart,
“Bless the Lord, O mysoul, and all
that is within me, bless his holy
name.”

J.C. Philpot
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THE SCRIPTURE RULE
FOR TRYING THE SPIRITS
THAT ARE IN THE WORLD

Preached on Sunday Evening,
May 31st, 1840
At Gower-Street Chapel

“Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they
are of God; because many false
prophets are gone out into the
world. Hereby know ye the Spirit
of God: every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the
Jlesh, is of God. And every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is not
of God. And this is that spirit of
Antichrist, whereof you have
heard that it should come; and
evennow alreadyisitin the world.
(1 John 4: 1 thru 4).

E i)t has always been the case,
&% ever since God sent prophets,
that the devil has endeavoured to imi-
tate him and sent prophets too: and
the Lord told Moses to give the people
“this advice, thatif a prophetrose up or
adreamer of dreams, and prophesied
things that came true, yet they were
not to believe him, except he brought
forth in his prophecy the real truth of
God. It seems good in the sight of
God, that for wise purposes there
should be false prophets and false
teachers, for the trial of his people’s
faith and for putting them upon the
important work of measuring and
weighing up the spirits of men, and
“trying the spirits whether they

be of God.” In one place, the Lord
tells us, that heresies must abound
“that they which are approved
may bemade manifest.” Thisseems
insome measure rather trying to flesh
and blood; butitis God’s method, and
it becomes the saints of the Most High
to be concernedto look to the Lord for
wisdom to direct them in a matter of
such moment and importance.
Some one perhaps is ready to say -
‘Oh! | can “try the spirits” of menin
a moment; | can measure them to a
nicety.’ Well, what rule do you go by?
‘My own experience.’ Indeed; and have
you tried that, by the standard of God’s
Spirit and God’s truth? If you have
not, perhaps your experience is delu-
sive; for God tells us, he will send
some “strong delusions, that they
may believe a lie.” Sothatyoushould
be concerned to bring your experi-
ence to the standard of God’s unerr-
ing Book; and if it is not according to
that, depend upon it you will deceive
your soul, if you make a stand upon it
or attempt to try the spirits of men by it.
‘But,’ say you, ‘do you suppose that
all christian experience is according
tothe word of God? do notyou believe
that the Holy Ghost sometimes works
in the heart of a child of God without
the word?’ Yes, | do; but never con-
trary to it. He always brings about
things exactly according to the word
of God, and never contrary to it.
Perhaps there may be someone in
this assembly, that may say - 'Oh! but
| believe he never works except
through the word and by the hearing
of the word.' What a pretty sweep you
make then! You send all infants to hell
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atonce. Fortheyareallborninsinand
shapen in iniquity; and unless they
are renewed in the spirit of their minds
and blessed with an interest in the
Lord Jesus Christ, they cannot go to
heaven any more than adults. They
never could go on the ground of their
innocency; they are notinnocent, they
are guilty. Therefore you sink all in-
fants to hell. Now so far am | from
believing that, that | believe rather,
that infants dying in their infancy are
amongst the number of God’s elect,
and that God works a divine changein
them without the hearing of the word.
And we might just glance at one sen-
tence, that gives us a little encour-
agement on this ground. When Mary
was pregnant with the Messiah, and
Elizabeth her cousin pregnant with
John the Baptist, (and God tells us he
was sanctified “from the womb,”)
Mary went to see her cousin; and as
soon as she stepped into the house,
Elizabeth said - "Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the
Jruit of thy womb; for lo, as soon
as the voice of thy salutation
sounded in mine ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy."How, in
the name of a good conscience, did
little John in his mother’s womb know
any thing aboutit, if God the Spirit had
not revealed it to him? It could not be
from any natural circumstance; and
yet she says, “The babe within me
leaped for joy.” And | believe, mil-
lions of babes have “leaped for joy
in their mother’s womb, ”and leaped
out of their mother’s womb into
heaven, by the blessed power and
energy of God the Holy Ghost, who

can work without the word. But you
see, it was not contrary to it; for it was
the salutation of Mary pregnant with
the Messiah, and Johnwas led to leap
for joy atthe Messiah being there. And
so, as the Lord the Spirit makes mani-
fest the truth, whether in infants or in
adults, it is according to the word of
God. Therefore you must bring your
experience to the standard of God’s
word; and whenyou have gota '"Thus
saith the Lord'" for what you do, a
“Thus saith the Lord” for what you
feel, a “Thus saith the Lord” for
what you experience, a “Thus saith
the Lord” to comfort you, it is a nail
that all hell shall never extract out of
your conscience, It is “a nail fas-
tened in a sure place.” A “Thus
saith the Lord” is worth a million of
“Thus saith this man, or the other
man.” Itis a blessed thing to the con-
science when God the Spirit brings a
“Thus saith the Lord” there. | hear
of many people talking of being very
heavenly and very blessed in practic-
ing what they call religious acts, and |
believeithas allbeenadelusion of the
devil; their practice has been all the
while exactly contrary to God’s word,
and therefore | am sure God the Spirit
was never there. But when our experi-
ence and God’s word agree - the tes-
timony of God in the conscience and
the testimony of God in his word - then
we are fit to come forth to measure the
spirits of men, to “try the spirits
whether they be of God.”

| shall pass on, then, to notice the
rule which is laid down in our text, by
which we are to “try the spirits” of
men. “Every spirit that confesseth
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that Jesus Christ is come in the
Sflesh, is of God; and every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is not
of God.” And this “spirit of
antichrist,” John tells us, was al-
ready in the worldin his day. In our day
there is a great stir about the progress
of Popery, and some men seem trem-
blingly alive lest Popery should reign;
but | believe thousands of those that
are making the greatest stir about it,
are feeding the soul of Popery from
week to week with all the doctrines
they preach, however they may fight
againsttheshell,and againstthe body,
for that “without the soul would be
dead.” The life and soul and blood
and pulse and energy of Popery and
antichristis couched in what the Lord
has in view here; “Every spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh, is not of God -

but of antichrist.
But, say you, everybody almost “con-

SJesses thatJesus Christ is come in
the flesh.” Now this is the matter we
havetolooktoalittle. May God directus!

Everybody almostinthis nationtalks
about a “Christ that is come in the

Sflesh,” but the Lord of the house
assures us that there shall arise false
Christs, and shall deceive many. (Mat-
thew 5:24). And Paul said in his day
there were some that “preached an-
other Jesus;” so that there is a kind
of Christ men may “confess is come
in the flesh, "thatis not God’s Christ,
and therefore itis antichrist. Our busi-
ness, then, shall be, as God shali
assist (and may God in very deed
assist us), to point out God’s Christ,
that has “come in the _flesh.”

Now what is the Crist of God? In
what capacity did he stand, as having
“come in the _flesh?”

1st. As the elect Head of an elect bodly.

‘Oh! come,’ say you, ‘you begin high
at once; you are beginning with elec-
tion, and we do not believe that.’ Why,
then you have got the very spirit of
antichrist. If you deny that, if God the
Spirit has not convinced you that, no
matter what you profess to be, the life
and soul of your religion feeds Pop-
ery; yours is the spirit of antichrist.

If we come to examine the word of
God upon this subject, we find the
Lord says he “chose a people in
Christ before the foundation of
the world,” and that Christ as the
head of this people was “set up_from
everlasting,”and “his delights were
with the sons of men’’ when the heav-
ens were prepared and the founda-
tions of the earth appointed. And when
his blessed Majesty “came in the
Sflesh,”inwhat capacity did he come?
Godtells us, inthe 40th of Isaiah, “His
reward is with him, and his work
before him.”Whatis “his reward?”
Why, his church, his elect, the people
chosen in him. And he brought them
“with him.” Before he came in the
flesh, all the elect were in union to him
by the divine appointment of the Fa-
ther; and when he came, he repre-
sented them, in his life and sufferings
and death and resurrection. Hence it
is said, they “are crucified with
Christ,” that they ‘‘suffer with him,”
that they “are risen with him,” and
(if that is not enough) that they “sit
together in heavenly places with
him.” God’s Christ never took a step
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in the flesh, without the whole electin
his heart. This is the Christ, that “is
come in the flesh,” for the accom-
plishment of salvation.

Now the greatest part of the pro-
fessing world - (it does not matter
what they call themselves, Indepen-
dents or Baptists or Church people or
Methodists or Moravians or Quakers)-
fifty out of every fifty-one, deny this.
And therefore theirs is antichrist; it is
not God’s Christ. However pleasing it
may be to flesh and blood, they deny
this foundation and fundamental truth,
it they deny Christ and one mystical
body in union with him, and his com-
ing into the world to represent them,
and to accomplish a work for their
eternal salvation, they deny God’s
Christ and they set up a Christ of their
own, which s antichrist. We therefore
solemnly charge it upon the people of
God, if you hear men denying this
fundamental truth, whatever they may
say about piety and holiness and char-
ity and benevolence and mortifica-
tions and alms-deeds and prayers and
tears and watchings, and all that they
can heap up besides, in you heart
weigh them up, and say, Itis antichrist.
For God’s Christ and his people are
one; one, never to be separated, and
never to be made two. (1 Cor 12:12;
Rom 12:5; Eph 5:29&30).

2. Butthenwe observe, that another
branch of this ruleis, that the Christ of
God, who is “come in the flesh,” is
not only come to represent his people
thatareinunionto him, butheis come
to accomplish a complete salvation
for them.

Not, come to make it possible for
them to save themselves; not, come
to open a way whereby through their
exertions they may secure their own
salvation. A Christ of that nature is
one of the devil’s inventing. It is
antichrist. It is not the Christ of God.

No, no; the Christ of God is come
“to put away sin,” “to finish trans-
gression and to make an end of
sin, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness,” to “redeem from
all iniquity,” and to “redeem unto
God.” Sowefind, when the Holy Ghost
is speaking upon this subject, he says,
“Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ also loved the Church, and
gave himself for it.” Do you not see,
beloved, howitis? Has God made you
feel it? If this little word it gets into
your conscience, it is ablessed thing,
if God the Spirit puts it there. He gave
himself for it. Not “gave himself”
indefinitely "for all sin of all men”
(the doctrine of the day), to accom-
plish a general salvation, and make it
possible for those who please to save
themselves; thatis antichrist; | do not
care who preaches it, nor who be-
lievesit-itis notthe Christ of God. No,
no; God’s Christ has finished trans-
gression,and made acomplete atone-
ment for sin-such an atonement, that
(as the Holy Ghost solemnly declares)
“the redeemed of the Lord shall
come to Zion with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.” Now the Christ that you be-
lieve in and have felt in your soul - is
it a Christ of this nature; or is it a
Christ, that you say gives all men a
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chance of being saved, has done the
best he can to save them, has made it
possible for them to accomplish the
conditions of salvation and so to save
themselves? Thatis antichrist; as the
living God is in heaven, that is not his
Christ. God’s Christ has so completed
the work, that all the perfections of the
eternal Jehovah harmoniseinit, to the
complete salvation of God’s people.
Hence itis said, that “Israel shall be
saved in the Lord;” not, have a
chance of being saved. A chance of
being saved? Why, bless you, when |
hear men talk about a chance of being
saved, | am led to reflect - Then the
declarative glory of the eternal Trinity
hangs upon chance; the honour of
God the Father hangs upon chance;
the honour and effect of the work of
God the Son hangs upon chance; the
honour of God the Spirit, in his quick-
ening, enlightening, sanctifying pow-
ers hangs upon chance! - and that
chance too to be accomplished by
man - a poor, dying, crawling reptile!-
the eternal Trinity having to wait in
heaven, to see if perchance we will let
himwork!’ Talk of Christ!itis antichrist.
It is an insulting of God’s Christ; a
despising of the Christ God has re-
vealed in his word, and makes known
in the hearts and consciences of his
people.

If we believe that God’s Christ “is
come in the flesh,” then, we believe
that he has come as the head and
representative of his people, and that
he has completed their salvation and
entirely finished the work. Yea, bless
his holy name, we are brought to be-
lieve and feel in our souls, that he has

accomplished such awork, that it can
neither be mended nor marred. The
manifestation of it may go through a
variety of changes, and we through a
variety of changes under it; but the
work is as firm as the throne of God,
and it shall stand for ever. “His work
is perfect; a God of truth, and
without iniquity, just and right is
he.” The Christ of God that has “come
in the flesh,” is one that has accom-
plished this blessed, this God-glorify-
ing work. Any other Christ is not the
Christ of God, but it is antichrist -
another Jesus, one of those “false
Christs” that the Lord said should
arise, and should deceive many; and
so God knows, there are many, that
are deceived.

3. But then we observe further, the
Lord Christthatis “comein theflesh”
isthat blessed Christ, thathas wrought
out a complete righteousness for the
justification of his people; not only
atoned for their sins, but wrought out
arighteousness, to present them just
and perfect and righteous in his
blessed and pure obedience.

| know, some people say - ‘Oh! yes,
we have a righteousness through
Christ; he has accomplished such a
work, that if we are faithful and add
our faithfulness to his work, we shall
obtain righteousness and holiness
too; but not without.” Why, then, the
Christ that has done that, is not God’s
Christ; it is antichrist. The Christ of
God, thathas “come in the flesh,”is
emphatically called “The Lord our
righteousness;” and God tells us
plainly, that it is not through, but “in
the Lord,” that “all the seed of
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Israel shall be justified.” And this
is the reason why an inspired Paul
was concerned “to be found in
Chirist, not having his own righ-
teousness.” “Not having your own
righteousness, ”Paul? why,youwere
a very zealous man, a pious man, a
suffering man, aman led to undergo a
great deal for Christ, in shipwrecks,
and prisons, and stripes, and perils,
and after all cannotyou wearyour own
righteousness? No, says Paul, do not
let me have that on! Well, but what
righteousness could Paul wish to ap-
pearinthen? “Not having mine own
righteousness which is of the law,
but that which is through the
Jaith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith.” And here
it is, that the poor child of God is
brought, in solemn silence some-
times and in solemn awe, to bow be-
fore God, when “clothed and in his
right mind,” and to see that he is
“complete in Christ;” complete in
Him, who is “head over all princi-
palities and powers,” “God blessed
Jor ever.”

| know, antichrist mocks at the idea
oflooking forimputed righteousness,
ordepending uponimputedrighteous-
ness. Imputed righteousness, they
say, is imputed nonsense. Now, so
charitable am |, that | believe that a
man that lives and dies declaring the
imputed righteousness of Christto be
nonsense, dies to be damned as sure
as God is in heaven. | do not care who
he is, nor what he is; the spirit by
which he is guided is antichrist. It is
not “the Spirit of God;” for God’s
Christis Christ “our righteousness”-

"the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth.”Of God’s
Christ it is said, that “in him we have
redemption through his blood, the
Jorgiveness of sins,” and that we are
“justified_freely through the redemp-
tionthatisinhim.”And whenthe Lord
the Spirit brings this solemn mystery
into the conscience of a poor, bur-
dened, dejected, drooping sinner, oh
what glory teems into his heart To be
led in faith and feeling to see that he
stands before God in the spotless,
pure, perfect obedience of Christ; His
righteousness justifying him so fully
and completely, that God himself by
the apostle challenges all creation to
“lay any thing to his charge!"Hence
says the apostle, “There is no con-
demnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus;” not to them that talk
about, nor to them that bring forth a
false Christ, but to them that are really
in God’s Christ. Why, that poor soul is
sowrapped up in God’s Christ, thatin
the sight of God it is Christ that is
seen, and the man is seen in Christ;
and therefore he is just and righteous
and complete. This is the Christ, that
is “come in the flesh” - Christ “our
righteousness;” and we in his righ-
teousness are brought to stand “com-
plete in him.”

4. But then, say you, we must have
holiness; talk what you will about be-
ing righteous in Christ, we must have
personal holiness; except we have
personal holiness, and are made pure
and sanctified, what will the righteous-
ness of Christ do for us? it will not
save us.
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Well, where will you look for per-
sonal holiness? In your Christ, which
is a Christ that has done something
for you, and leaves you to complete
the work, by your penitence and mor-
tification and alms-deeds and won-
ders that you are to manufacture? Is
that what you mean by personal holi-
ness? If itis, | hope you will keep it to
yourself. | hope God will not suffer me
to be plagued with it; | have plague
enough without it. But if by personal
holiness you mean being made a par-
taker of the divine nature, by the quick-
ening, enlightening power and divine
communications of God the Holy
Ghost, having Christ formed in the
soul the hope of glory, being saved by
the washing of regeneration, and re-
newing of the Holy Ghost, all center-
ing in and proceeding from Christ,
then you have a holiness that will
stand the test of God’s word; “for
Christ is made of God unto us
wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.”
And when his blessed Majesty is be-
ing spoken of under the old testament
dispensation, this is his language; “I
am like a green fir-tree; from me is
thy fruit found.” What is the holi-
ness of a child of God, then - his real
personal holiness? It is couched in
this one blessed thing, in all the mani-
fested bearings of it - Christ in you.

Here perhaps | stagger some, that
are noted for their high views of elec-
tion, predestination, and eternal union.
‘Oh!’ say they; ‘I have nothing to do
with a Christ in me, | want a Christ
without me.’ Why, then, you have not
God’s Christ; you are just on a level

with the other, and your Christ is
antichrist. The Lord’s blessed Christ
that has “come in the flesh,” is by
the blessed Spirit of God as truly com-
municated to the hearts of his people,
and spiritually conceived in their
hearts, “the hope of glory,” as ever
he was corporally conceived in the
womb of Mary. ifyou have nota Christ
that is formed in your hearts. by the
invincible energy of God the Holy
Ghost, you are not fit to “try the
spirits” of men; you have no sort of
rule by whichyou are capable of trying
them.

But some poor soul is led to say -
Well, butwhat gives a proofthat Christ
is formed in my soul, the hope of
Glory?

Why, Christis life; “I am the resur-
rection and the life; he that
believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live” And Christ
islight; “Iam thelight of theworld,”
that lighteth every (spiritual)man
that cometh into the (spiritual)
world.” Life and light go together;
and when God the Spirit communi-
cates this blessed Christ to the con-
science, he communicates life, and
the sinner begins to feel; and he com-
municates light, and the sinner be-
gins to see. And what does he see and
feel? His own emptiness, darkness,
blindness, weakness; his own lost
condition; and he is brought in real
experience before God to be sick of
himself, sick of his prayers and his
tears and his repentance and his faith,
if he professed to have any; he sick-
ens at his vice, and sickens at his
piety. A stranger is come into the tem-
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ple; and he has overturned “the tables
of money changers” in the heart, to
make room for himself. This is God’s
Christ, that is “come in the flesh.”
All these principles, whether of open
profaneness or professed piety, go to
ruin. There must be room to receive
God’s Christ as a perfect salvation;
and that will never be, till we are
brought to self-loathing and self-de-
testing before a heart-searching God.
There will be a hard struggle for it too;
especially if we have got a little piety.
If you are openly profane, when God
the Spiritis pleased to reveal the com-
municable nature of Christ to you, it
will not be such a hard struggle to part
with open profaneness; but to part
with piety and religious duties and
church-going and chapel-going and
sacrament-going and reading “the
whole duty of man,” and all those
pious things - oh! bless me, it is just
like driving a man mad. He imagines
he has been a little remiss in some of
these things; butthen he will notbe so
again, he will be more diligent and
more cautious. But no; God’s Christ
cuts the man up, root and branch, and
leave him no more help in himself
than the damned in hell; and he feels
himself as truly cut down as a wretch
can be, before a heart-searching God.

Now have you came to this? If not,
you do not know God’s Christ, which
is “come in the flesh;” you may talk
a great deal about it, but you have not
got into the mystery of it. And all your
knowledge, till it begins here, is like
the fine oil of antichrist; it is only
deceiving you, and wrapping you up
in a false odour. You have only got a

Christ ofyour own; and itis antichrist.
God’s Christ roots up, and brings the
poor sinner (not in judgment merely,
but in feeling,) to say before God,
There is no help in me; to feel that he
can neither will nor do, and to justify
that declaration, “It is not of him
that willeth nor of him that
runneth, but of God that showeth
mercy.” He is brought in his very
feelings before a heart-searching God
to justify God in condemning him; and
he gives God leave (as far as a crea-
ture can do) to enter into judgement
with him, for he says, '"Lord, I de-
serve it, and there is no help in
me."”

Well now, have you been brought
there? ‘No,” say you, ‘and | hope |
never shall be.’ | believe you will be
damned, if you never are. | do indeed;
| solemnly believe, that all your reli-
gion is nothing but the religion of
antichrist, if God has not brought you
there; you have never knownthe Christ
of God, the blessed Christ that the
Lord has provided for the salvation of
his people.

‘But then,’ say you, 'if this be the
case, what do you make of such a text
as - “Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God?” where do
you find any purity in suchastatement
as this?’ The very life and soul of it. It
is the pure life and communicable
nature of Christ, that God the Spirit
forms in thy soul, that is acting in thy
soul, and letting thee see and feel
what a dark and black devil thou artin
thyself. You never felt it, and never
believed it, till God granted you divine
life and light; and justin proportion as
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Christ is spread abroad in the rays of
his life and glory in the hearts, do you
discover your own wretchedness and
darkness and blindness and weak-
ness and deformity; nor can anything
short of a perfect Saviour brought
home to your conscience by the glori-
ous power of God the Holy Ghost,
ever satisfy you; but when he is re-
ceived, felt, and enjoyed by vital faith,
you feel that in him you are blessed
indeed.

‘Well really,’” say you, ‘if | could be-
lieve that, | think | should have a little
hope: for | am there, but | have been
thinking that | have nothing to do with
Christ and Christ has nothing to do
with me, because | should always be
very humble and patient and meek
and holy.” Why, ifinselfand of self you
were very humble and patient and
meek and holy, you would not need a
Christ, you know. “It has pleased
the Father, that in Him should all
Julness dwell.” If we could bring it
Jorth of ourselves, he might keep
his fulness to himself, for we should
never trouble him about it; no, and
we never do, till he brings it to us,
and makes us heartily glad to dis-
gorge all our fancied religion. And
oh! what a poor creature the soul
looks, when God the Spirit brings
him low; and there he lies, without
any righteousness of his own, as
dark and aswretched a creature as
he well can be!

‘Why,’ say you, ‘you surely would
not call that any part of holiness.’
Itis just theverybeginning and soul
of it. It is God the Spirit that is
making astirin thy foul nature, and

beginning to purge it, and to make
thee sicken under it, and under a feel-
ing sense of it say, Lord! | abhor my-
self.

‘Ah!’ say some ofyou, ‘thatis preach-
ing corruption.’ ‘I never preach cor-
ruption,” say one; ‘|l preach Christ.’
Oh! but if you do not preach a Christ
that is fitted to a sinner in all his
vileness and corruption and pollu-
tion, your Christ is not worth my spec-
tacles. It is not God’s Christ, it is
antichrist. The Christ that is “come in
the flesh,” is a Christ just suited to
such apoorlost and wretched sinner,
in all his wretchedness and loath-
someness. Hence when we come to
examine the book of God, and are led
feelingly and spiritually to trace it,
what does itsay? “He giveth power to
the faint, and to them that have no
might heincreaseth strength.” Now
what do you do with all your “might”
and all your power? And again- “Not
of works, lest any man should
boast.” ‘Oh! say you, that is what |
believe; it is “not of works,” and
therefore | believe in a Christ without
me.” And you are capable of doing
that, are you? ‘Yes,’ say you. Why,
then you are capable of a great work,
and you may make the best of it, for it
is not God’s Christ nor faith in God’s
Christ; you may rest assured it is pre-
sumption, and you will find it so when
you come to be tried up in the grand
court of God. But when the poor sin-
ner comes to be cut up and brought
down and in his feelings is worse than
adog, then God the Spiritleads himto
seewhathe hasto hopein; andthatis-
God’s Christ. And therefore do not be
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alarmed, sinner, at finding all your
little stock go. | dare say, you are
afraid of being insolvent, and so you
have tried to set up a fresh stock, and
charged your hands from handling,
and your eyes from seeing, and your
ears from hearing, and have been de-
termined to bring something to God at
last; and yet it is always going, and
going , and going. Ah!’ say you, ‘how
thatis justit.” And God grantit may go,
and you may never be able to pickitup
again; for it is a spurning of God’s
Christ. But when God the Spirit is
pleasedtoformthis Christinthe heart,
‘“the hope of glory’ and the glory of
hope, then you will cling to him, twine
round him, hang upon him, and with a
solemn consecrated conscience say,
None but Jesus, none but Jesus, for
such a sinner as me.

Now then, when this is the case, this
blessed Christ that is “come in the
Sflesh” lives in you and you in him.
You breathe in his life; you walk in his
light; you stretch forth you hands in
his strength; you find a divine shining
inyour conscience. “In His light you
see light.” It comes with such divine
penetration, thatitappears to ransack
the whole soul, and all things appear
in very deed to be different from what
they did before. Then you know some-
thing of what it is to be brought out of
the kingdom of darkness into the king-
dom of God’s dear Son; and that is a
solemn translation. :

Remember, then, poor child of God,
that this blessed Christ that is “come
in the flesh,” is come to be thy
deliverance; heis cometo be thy sanc-
tification; he is come to be thy life and

thy light; he is come to be thy strength
and thy succour and thy support; heis
come to be thy hiding-place from ev-
ery storm and from every tempest; he
is come to stand betwixt holy justice
and thee, and to present thee to God
complete in himself; to strip thee of all
idols, and to bring thee, bare, naked,
empty, vile, poliuted, foolish, igno-
rant, and condemned, to the foot of
the cross. Is God’s Christ thus mani-
fested in you? Have you had a littie of
this sweetness in your conscience?
Oh! what solemn moments they have
been, for you have been led then to
say - “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that iswithin me, bless his
holy name; who forgiveth all thine
iniquities, who healeth all thy
diseases, who redeemeth thy life
Jrom destruction, who crowneth
theewith loving-kindness and ten-
der mercies!” In this blessed Christ
is all law can require, justice demand,
God give, or a sinner need. He gives
thee a title to heaven and a meetness
for it, and will convey thee safely to it,
and crown thee when thou art there. It
is Christ “all and in all.” You want
no other. If ever God the Spirit reveals
this, you will say, It is enough.

This is the Christ that is “come in
the flesh;” and you are to ‘“try the
spirits” of men by this rule. If they
preach anything, easy or hard, save
the Lamb and his blood, lay any other
foundation, proclaim any other deliv-
erer, set forth (anything ever pious or
good it may appear initself) to present
the sinner before God, but this Christ,
and the Spirit of the Lord manifesting
this Christ in the conscience, it is
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antichrist. Reject it, abhor it; it is the
soul of Popery. Creature merit, crea-
ture works, and creature worthiness
in matters of salvation, - this is the life
and soul and spirit of Popery. The life
and soul and spirit of vital Christianity
is-God in Christ, and Christinus, and
we in him; God and Christ and con-
science brought together through the
blood and obedience of Inmanual, by
the invincible power of God the Spirit.
This is what promotes the declarative
honor of Christ, and supports the poor
soul thatis led by the Spiritinto the life
of God.

Now | shall conclude with a hint or
two upon what has been said.

I charge you, in the name of the
living God, mind whatyou hear - mind
who you hear. If a man comes and
preaches a Christ without you, this is
never formed inyou and thatyou have
never been brought from necessity to
submit to, whose life and power you
have never felt; and if the preacher
endeavors todirectyourattention from
a feeling religion, and bolster you up
with what he calls a Christwithoutyou
and never unctuously preaches Christ
in you, the hope of glory, having him
formed in you hearts as such, con-
straining you to cling to, hang upon,
and live in him: whatever kind of tale
he may tell you, reject him as you
would reject the devil. It is not God'’s
Christ; it is antichrist, and he would
wrap you up in delusions, and cry
“Peace, peace,” when God has not
spoken peace. You may have your
ears pleased and your judgment fed;
but your conscience is starved, and
your soul is deceived. There is a sol-

emn vitality in Christ in the heart.
Without it, all our religion will dry up;
butif we are brought to feel the neces-
sity of hanging entirely upon Christ, to
cling to him, with nothing but Christto
rest upon before God, and there find
rest to our souls, then storms, and
tempests and hurricanes may come,
but our anchorage is sure, and the
cable shall never break, for it is a
threefold cord - the love of God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost. Remember how God tells us,
that there shall be false Christs and
false teachers, “bringing in dam-
nable heresies;” you must expect
they will come to try you out and it
becomes you to try them. Try them by
their confession of “the coming of
Christ in the _flesh.” Ask your con-
science now what hope you had till
God the Spirit gave you hope in Christ
- Christ your living head- what hope
and love you have that does not come
from Christ as revealed and shed
abroad by God the Holy Ghost; and if
men want to take you to something
that is not this, abhor it with your
whole soul as the spirit of Popery and
antichrist.

As | said before, | consider there is
very little else in our day but the spirit
of Popery. If | look among the Baptist
(though | am a Baptist), they are going
after it in shoals. There was a circular
letter published last year, signed by
the ministers of thirty-five Baptist
churches in the midland counties of
England; and what did they circulate?
Why, that the atonement is universal,
and that every man has it in his power
(wherever the bible comes) to do that
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that is required to save his soul. |
solemnly believe, that not one man
living, that can with his heart sign or
sanction such a statement, has a par-
ticle of the life of God in his soul; that
they are all dead to God as sure as the
devil is. It is antichrist; and whether
Baptist or Church people or indepen-
dents or Methodists, | solemnly be-
lieve, they are all going to hell, if God’s
grace does not save them; they are
“in the gall of bitterness and the
bond of iniquity. " ltis creature merit.
But we know that his blessed Majesty
said, “It is finished.”
Holy Ghost! repeat that word - “It is
finished” - in our hearts. Then we
shallknow something of God’s Christ,
thatis “come in the flesh,” and that
he has come into our hearts (as proof
of it) and led us to know something of
his preciousness. May the Lord the
Spirit blessedly apply his own word,

for Christ’s sake.
W. Gadsby

(Sent in by Brother Roy Pullig)

"Love is of God; and everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love. — IJOHN iv. 7, 8.

3| F ever you have loved Jesus
o il with a pure affection; if ever
you have felt him near, dear, and pre-
cious toyour soul, that love can never
be lost out of your heart. It may lie
dormant; it does lie dormant. It may
not be sweetly felt in exercise; but
there it is. “ If any man love not the
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anath-
emaMaranatha” (I Cor. xvi. 22).You
would be under this curse if the love

of the Lord Jesus Christ were to die
out of your heart. But this love is often
sleeping. Whenthe mother sometimes
watches over the cradle and looks
upon her sleeping babe with unutter-
able affection, the infant knows not
that the mother is watching its slum-
bers; but when it awakes, it is able to
feel and return its mother’s caresses.
Itis so with the soul sometimes when
love in the heart is like a babe slum-
bering in the cradle. But as the babe
opens its eyes, and sees the mother
smiling upon it, it returns the smiles,
and stretches forth its arms to em-
brace the bending cheek; so when the
eyes of the soul are opened to see the
smiling face of Jesus stooping to im-
print a kiss of love, or drop some
sweet word into the heart, and there is
aflowing forth toward him of love and
affection -- this is the power of love.

J.C. Philpot
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SONG

A Garden fenced from common
earth,

By special sovereign grace,
Enriched by plants of heavenly
birth,

The Church of Jesus is.

His gospel is the open sky,
His love the shining sun;
Rivers of peace, which never

dry,
Through all his garden run.

His spirit is the heavenly wind,
That o’er his garden blows;
And opening each renewed
mind,

The Saviour’s image shows.

Faith, like an ivy, to the rock
(That stands forever,) cleaves;
And through the tempest’s
loudest shock,

Eternal calm perceives.

Assurance, like a cedar, rears
Its stately branches high,
Beyond the reach of doubts and
Jears,

And blossoms in the sky.

Parkinson’s Col.




50

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL
Elder R. H,

AMPBELL

O

VOICES OF THE PAST
J. C. Philpot
._J. F. Beeman

MEETINGS..........cooitiirirere e 69
CONTRIBUTIONS. ........cccovevereennne 70
OBITUARIES ........ccoceerieerireienns 71

Elder Oliver V. Allen

Irvin Blane Conner

Brother Lester Harold Foster
Hattie Griffith Walker

EDITORIAL

But I certify you
brethren, that the
gospel which was
preached of me is
not after man. For I
neither received it
ELDER R. H. CAMPBELL Qf man, neitherwas
I taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.

il his is the testimony of the
-9 Apostle Paul regarding how
he came into possession of the com-
mission to preach the gospel, and
was taught the gospel, which is the
power of God unto salvation to every-
one that believeth. The Apostle Paul

would not fellowship the modern
preachers of this day who preach with
degrees from the various seminaries
around the country, taught by Dr. So
and So, who learned it from someone
else. Their information is heresay evi-
dence, to say the least, and you know
how untrustworthy that type of infor-
mation is, in the courts of the land,
much less as regarding the doctrine
of God our Savior. They claim that
they have learned the truth by study-
ing the scriptures, butif thatis the way
that it is learned how can there be so
many different beliefs since they all
read the same written word. Man does
not believe what he reads in the bible,
he reads into the bible what he be-
lieves in the heart, if otherwise, they
would all believe alike. Man in nature,
can study any other subject, math-
ematics, history, medicine orany other
worldly subject, take a test and pass
it, but give them a test on the scrip-
tures and the answers will be as var-
ied as the number of people who take
the test. The truth cannotbe discerned
by the natural man because it is spiri-
tually authored and must be spiritu-
ally revealed to all that understand it
and by the same spirit that inspired it
originally.

The Apostle Paul states, very dis-
tinctly, that he learned the Gospel by
the revelation of Jesus Christ. He
states, in another place, “This is a
Jaithful saying, and worth of all
acceptation, that ChristJesus came
into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. Howbeit for this
cause I obtained mercy, that in me
first Jesus Christ might shew forth
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all long-suffering, for a pattern to
them which should hereafter be-
lieve on him to life everlasting”. If
the Apostle Paul was a patternto those
who were to follow, should not they
receive the gospel in the same man-
ner that he did. All for whom he would
have fellowship would, because they
would all have the same teacher. When
God said, "my glory Iwill not give to
another,” | believe thatthis is what he
was referring to, he would not leave
the responsibility for the salvation of
the saints to others than himself. His
glory is in the saving of those whom
he formed for himself, for his own
good pleasure and for the love where-
with he had loved them from everlast-
ing to everlasting.

Manin nature, speaksthe languages
of the world and understands the
things of the world, but the child of
God is a new creature and speaks a
pure language, a language that the
natural man does not understand. As
Paul recordedin his letterto the church
at Corinth,"”but as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther hath entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.
But God hath revealed them unto us
by his spirit; for the spiritsearcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of
God. For what man knoweth the
things of man, save the spirit of
man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but
the spirit of God". This should nullify
any claim that man could make re-
garding learning about God from an-
other man. It does not, however, be-

cause, man reads the scriptures, not
with an open mind to learn what it
says but rather with the intent of prov-
ingwhat he believes. No man believes
anything thatdoes notinclude him, so
if the truth does not fit his belief, he
tries to change it to fit what he be-
lieves in his own mind. This applies to
the man of God too, the difference
being that God reveals the truth to him
and he is made aware that this is the
only doctrine that will reach himin his
condition. Heis made to knowwhat he
is in nature and to realize the deprav-
ity of the fleshly creature and the van-
ity that has controlled his life from the
beginning down to the time in which
Jesus appears to him. This causes
him to he render praise unto his God
who has come to him, where he was,
raised him up out of the pit he was in,
placed his feet on a rock and caused
him to stand on a firm foundation, the
rock of ages.

When Jesus appeared to Paul, on
the road to Damascus, Paul did not
know him, but he sensed the power
and the effect that the words had on
him, then when Jesus told him who he
was he could not deny the power with
which the words came into his heart
and soul. Jesus did not ask, or appeal
to Paul’to gethimto follow him, butas
in all cases he simply told him to
follow him and the apostle followed
himwithout question. This Jesus,who
was revealed to him, told him the
reason for the revelation and what
things he must do. This is what Paul
was referring to when he said he did
not learn it from man. Jesus was the
glorified Messiah who had all power
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and who changed the heart of the
apostle forever, with the one word, for
where the word of the king is there is
power, how much moreso when that
word is the word of the King of kings.
The response was immediate, as
the Apostle Paul said "But when it
pleased God, who separated me
Jrommy mother’s womb, and called
me by his grace, Toreveal his Son in
me, that I might preach him among
thegentiles; immediatelylconferred
not with flesh and blood: neither
went I up to Jerusalem to them
which were apostles before me; but
I went into Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus”. Paul received
all of the information that he needed
to preach Jesus by this revelation
which hereceived onthe road to Dam-
ascus, and in like manner so do all of
God's children receive it, by revela-
tion from God, and at his appointed
time and way. They do not need for
man to conflrm or strengthen their
faith, the only way that they can know
God is by His revealing himself to
them. They may receive comfort in
fellowship with others of like precious
faith, but they cannot teach them to
know God. They have all tried in the
earlier days oftheirexperiencetoshow
to their loved ones the glory and the
joy of their salvation, but it only drove
them away and many times caused
enmity or resentment in them.

- The Apostle Paul knew beyond a
doubt where and how he received his
faith, and it was not from man or any
institution of men. In his letter to the
church at Ephesus he said, " Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heav-
enly places in Christ: According as
he hath chosen us in him before the
Joundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame
before him in love: Having predesti-
nated us unto the adoption of chil-
dren by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of
hiswill, To the praise of the glory of
his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved.”. Made ac-
cepted by God not accepted by manor
based on a decision made by man.
This and many other scriptures plainly
state that the salvation of the children
of God is the sovreign work of God by
his grace and not by any effort or ac -
tions of the creature. In his letter to the

church at Rome he relates the experi-
ence of Elias and how he made inter-
cessions to God for Israel, and then
he told what was God's response to
him. God said, “I have reserved to
myself seven thousand men that
have not bowed the knee to the
image of Ba-al and even so then at
the present time there is a remnant
according to the election of grace”.
And if by grace, then it is no more
works: otherwise grace is no more
grace. Butifit be of works, thenitis no
more grace:otherwise work is nomore
work. Itis by one orthe other, itcannot
be by both since they are directly con-
tradicting terms and cannot be a mu-
tual basis oftheirsalvation. This leaves
any claim of man of having any partin
his salvation, completely contrary to
the word of God as recorded by the
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Apostle Paul or any of the other in-
spired writers or prophets.

When Jesus asked his disciples,
“Whom say ye thatI am”, Peter said
“Thou art the Christ, The Son of the
living God” and Jesus told him that
flesh and blood had not revealed this
unto him, but His Father which is in
heaven. On another occasion Jesus
told his disciples that no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me. These and
many other scriptures declare plainly
thatthe knowledge of heavenly things
is a gift from God by his bountiful
grace and no man can take this unto
themselves in and of their own ability.
God's ways are as much higher than
the ways of man as the heavens are
higherthan the earth and his thoughts
higher than their thoughts, so how
can man presume to lay claim to this
ability. The only ones that can make
such a claim are those who are ignho-
rant of the power, mysteries and the
glory of the heavenly kingdom. They
are even as those were in olden times
who made an idol of ashes and fell
down and worshipped it. They are
without Christ, aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenant of promise, having
no hope and without God inthe world.

Many times the Apostle Paul used
the phrase, “This is a faithful say-
ing, worthy of all acceptation”, or
“Thisis a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou afflrm con-
stantly,” to call the attention of his
readers to a basic point of doctrine
regarding the salvation of the chil-
dren of God. Inthe above scripture, he
says, “But I certify you, brethren,”

meaning, this is an important point of
doctrine, that man does not initiate
the contact with God. It is always
received by revelation from God and
is a direct communication with him.

Those who have been blessed with
an understanding of spiritual things
know from whence it comes and how
it comes to them. They stand in awe of
the majesty and glory of the things
that they heve been given to see, and
that have been revealed to them in the
wisdom and mercy of their God. They
are as the children of Israel were when
they came to the Red Sea. The enemy
was behind them about to overtake
and consume them, the mountains on
either side and the raging waters in
front of them, then Moses raised his
rod over the water and they parted
before them and they went forth on
dry ground. There is no record of any
claiming credit for their deliverance,
at that time, and none who have been
delivered from their sins and corrup-
tion into the marvelous light of the
gospel will either. Their salvation is
too precious to them and the deliver-
ance too dramatic to be the results of
human efforts.

This truth remains with them for the
rest of their lives, because it is the
work of God and all his works are
perfect. If this has been your experi-
ence, then you are one to whom the
apostle was writing. As all of his
epistles, they are addressed to all of
those of like precious faith, not just to
the church or individual to whom the
letter was directed. If this is not true,
why are so interested in reading and
re-reading all of the writings of the
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apostles and prophets. May God bless
these words to your comfort and to
your understanding, for nothing else
will enable you to receive them, if
indeed they contain the truth of the
scripture as quoted above, other than

the revelation of God.
In bonds of love,
Elder R.H. Campbell

VOICES OF THE PAST

THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE
FOOLISH SHEPHERD

Preached on Thursday Evening,
April 29, 1841 At Trinity Chapel,
Alfred Street, Leicester

“And the Lord said unto me,
Take unto thee the instruments of
a foolish shepherd. For, lo, I will
raise up a shepherd in the land,
which shall not visit those that be
cut off, neither shall seek the
young one, nor heal that that is
broken, nor feed that that stand-
eth still; but he shall eat the flesh
of the fat, and tear their claws in
pieces” (Zechariah 11: 15816).

78\ e find the prophets of the Oid
B A Testament continually di-
rected by the Holy Ghost to sustain
typical characters and to perform typi-
cal acts. Thus the prophet Hosea was
commanded “to take unto him a
wife of whoredoms,” |:2, by which
we are not, | think, to understand that

he was to marry awoman living in that
state, but a reformed character who
had been living an abandoned life. So
Jeremiah was directed to make bonds
and yokes, and put them upon his
neck, (Jeremiah 27:2). This was a typi-
cal representation that the nations to
whom the yokes were sent were to
submit themselves to the king of
Babylon. In a similar manner the
prophet Zechariah in the text is com-
manded to sustain a typical character
and that of a kind the very contrary to
what he really was. He was “to take
unto him the instruments of a_fool-
ish shepherd,” as a typical represen-
tation of such a character as should
be raised up in the land, that by these
visible and significantemblems amore
lively and effectual representation
might be given than could be ex-
pressed in words. He was not to be-
come afoolish shepherd, buttorepre-
sent one, and stand forth publicly be-
fore the people as a visible emblem of
such.

But we may remark that he seems
already in this chapter to have before
sustained two typical characters, one
that of agood shepherd, and the other
that of Christ. That he was typical of
the latteris mostevident fromwhatwe
read, verses 127 13: “And I said unto
them, if ye think good, give me my
price, and if not, forebear. So they
weighed for my price thirty pieces
of silver. And the Lord said unto me,
Cast it unto the potter; a goodly
price that I was prized at of them.
And Itook the thirty pieces of silver,
and cast them to the potter in the
house of the Lord.” This prophecy



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

55

was fulfilled when Judas Iscariot be-
trayed his master for thirty pieces of
silver, and on his agony of remorse
and casting them down in the temple,
the potter’s field was bought there-
with. And that we may understand the
literal meaning of the prophet's being
valued at that price, we may remark
that it was the customary value of a
slave, and thus shadows forth, not
only that Jesus was sold at the price of
a slave, but that the prophet in his
character of a good shepherd, which
he seems to have sustained as a rep-
resentative of Christ, was estimated
by the people at “the goodly price” of
a slave - apt representation of the
value usually put upon the services of
one who labours in the word and doc-
trine.

But we find that the prophet, before
he was commanded to take unto him
the instruments of a foolish shep-
herd, had taken two staves, each of
which he had broken. It would seem
thatthis was also atypical representat-
tion of a certain work which must be
done, in order for a wise shepherd’s
being known as such by the flock His
first staff was ‘‘Beauty,’”’ whichseems
to me to represent figuratively the
beauty of creature holiness. This staff,
onwhich hundreds offalse shepherds
lean, and by which they seek to rule
their flocks, he was to break asunder,
typical of the breaking up of all crea-
ture beauty and fleshly holiness. And
this staff was to be visibly broken, to
shew that a minister must stand up,
not in creature holiness, with sancti-
fied visage and demure tongue, as if
he in the pulpit were a saint, and the

people before him were sinners, but
to stand before them a ruined wretch,
without help or strength, wisdom or
righteousness save in the blood and
love of the Lamb. His staff “Beauty”
must be broken before their eyes, that
they may see in his heart a copy of
their own, equally vile, equally base,
equally deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked, and so shivered
and shattered in his hands, that he
can neither lean on it himself for sup-
port, nor rule them with it as a rod.
Then the poor of the flock that waited
upon him for profit and instruction,
knew that it was the word of the Lord
in his mouth. Man's total ruin and the
Mediator’'s complete salvation, the
thorough wreck of creature holiness,
and the perfection of the Saviour’s
righteousness, filth, corruption, and
pollutionstamped upon every thought,
word and action of the sinner, and
atonement, pardon and reconciliation,
stamped upon every thought, word,
and work of the incarnate Son of God,
was a ministry that well suited the
flock of slaughter, whom the prophet
was commissioned to feed. Having
been slaughtered in their own con-
sciences, the poor of the flock knew
that it was the word of the Lord.

The other staff which he took, and
whichalso he cutasunder,was named
“Rands,” or “Binders,” (margin,) and
signified spiritually the breaking up of
false union. For we read, “Then I cut
asunder mine other staff, even
Bands, thatImightbreak thebroth-
erhood between Judah and Israel.”
Judah stood fast with the Lord, when
Israel, underking Jeroboam, departed,
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and worshipped the golden calves
that were set up in Bethel and Dan, 1
Kings 12:28&29. Therefore we read,
“Ephraim compasseth me about
with lies, and the house of Israel
with deceit; but Judah yet ruleth
with God, and is faithful with the
saints,” Hosea 11:12. And again,
“Though thou, Israel, play the har-
lot, yet let notJudah offend,”Hosea
4:15. The staff then, ‘‘Bands’ or
“Binder,” typically represents false
union, unholy brotherhood, unscrip-
tural confederacy, amingling together
of sheep and goats in one pen, a
heaping up of wheat and chaff on the
same floor, a joining together of faith-
ful Judah and idolatrous Israel, on the
footing of similarity of sentiments,
doctrines and ordinances, without
union of spirit from divine teaching.
Here then is a staff which false shep-
herds rule their flocks by, on the sole
ground of Calvinism, or baptism, or
church membership, or “our faith
and order,” or any other human ce-
mentto unite, if possible, living stones
and dead stones in one building. But
this cement mustbe broken, ‘“for the”
living ““stone shall cry out of the wall,”’
pressed down by the dead blocking-
course above, and “‘the” living “beam
out of the timber shall answer it,”
Habakkuk 2:11, from its place amid
the rotten rafters, and the cry of the
one and the echo of the other shall be,
“Come out _from among them, and
be ye separate.” When then this staff
of unholy brotherhood is broken, and
nounionis allowed orrecognized, but
that which is based upon the Spirit's
work in the soul, then the poor of the

flock feed together as the flock of
slaughter, and know thatitis the word
of the Lord.

But | feel | have wandered some-
what from the text, and therefore |
return to it without farther preface.
The command addressed to the pro-
phet was, ‘“to take unto him yet the
instruments of the foolish shepherd.”
There is | think, much meaning con-
tainedinthe word ‘““yet,” thatis, ‘‘again,
“oncemore,” and | gather from it, that
the staves, ‘‘Beauty,” and ‘“‘Bands”
were also instruments of a foolish
shepherd; but he was “yet,” once
more, still further, to take other such
instruments so as to manifest more
visibly and strikingly what a foolish
shepherd is. By ‘foolish,” | under-
stand ‘‘ungodly,” “‘regenerate,” as the
word is used in other scriptures, that
is, destitute of heavenly imparted wis-
dom, and therefore in God’s account
a fool. “The fool hath said in his
heart, there is no God.” “Fools die
Jor want of wisdom.” “For we our-
selves also were sometimes” (that
is, in times past) “foolish, disobedi-
ent, deceived, &c., Titus 3: 3. We are,
therefore, forbidden to call a brother,
“fool,” thatis, to pronounce him unre-
generate, and cut him off as destitute
of spiritual life. The “foolish shep-
herd” is therefore a natural man lifted
up by education, pride, covetousness,
or presumption into a pulpit, and de-
void of spiritual illumination, and heav-
enly wisdom. He has certain instru-
ments which the prophet was to take
as emblems of his character. What
they were the Holy Ghost has not here
informed us, but as we may gather
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them from other parts of Scripture, |
shall take the liberty to put them into
his hand. _

The first instrument and badge of
this foolish shepherd then, shall be a
mask. The instrument itself, perhaps,
might not be known to the Jews,
though well known to the Greeks and
Romans, but the thing which it repre-
sents, viz., deceit and imposture, was
as old.as the times of Jannes and
Jambres, the Egyptianmagicians, who
withstood Moses, 2 Timothy 3:8., flour-
ished mightily at the court of Ahab, in
the days of honest Micaiah, 2
Chronicles 18:5., and sadly plagued
poor Jeremiah, 28:10&11., 29:26&27.
Paul speaks of this when he said,
“Such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ,” 2 Corin-
thians 11:13. So we read, that the
prophets shall nomore “weararough
garment to deceive,” Zechariah 13:4.
To wear a mask is to play a false part,
to assume a fictitious character, to be
astage-player, forin ancienttimes the
actors never appeared but in masks,
the features of which imitated the per-
sons whom they represented. Thus
this foolish shepherd makes the pul-
pit his stage, his holy countenance
being his mask, and his false zeal loud
speech and impassioned rant his
wardrobe; and thus, by craft and cun-
ning he entangles the simple in his
net.

The next instrument which | shall
put into his hand shall be a sceptre —
the badge of authority and power, to
show that he is “a lord over God's
heritage,”1 Peter5:3.,and “rules the

Sflock with force and cruelty, ”Ezekiel
34:4. The third instrument shall be a
pair of sharp shears, for we read that
“they clothe themselves with the
wool,” Ezekiel 34:3., and of course he
must have something to get the wool
off with. Not that the minister is notto
have an honourable and sufficient
maintenance, for “who planteth a
vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit
thereaof, or who feedeth a flock and
eateth not of the milk of the flock?”
1 Corinthians 9:7. “Even so hath the
Lord ordained that they which
preach the gospel should live of the
gospel.” But to receive what is volun-
tarily given is a different thing from
clipping off as much wool as pos-
sible, or cutting so close as to fetch
blood, and take off a bit of the skin. His
fourth instrument shall be along whip
that shall reach to every corner of the
pen, to flog all that stir up the enmity
of his carnal mind, by what he calls a
discontented spirit, and by having
imbibed what he terms antinomian
and dangerous principles. Woe to all
that will not bow down to his author-
ity, or submit themselves to his instruc-
tion. Thus to offend his dignity will
bring the long whip upon the
transgressor’s shoulders. As the
apostle says, “ye suffer if a man
(that is, a minister) bring you into
bondage, if a man smite you on the
Sface,”? Corinthians 11:90. So
“Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah,
smote Micaiah on the cheek,” 1
Kings 22:24 ; and thus, though pro-
tected by law and moral decency from
being now smitten “with the fist of
wickedness,” the exercised children
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of God still have to suffer from “the
scourge of the tongue. ” His fifth and
last instrument shall be a bow and a
quiver full of arrows, to reach those at
a distance who are beyond the lash of
the whip. The arrow is for those at a
distance, the whip for those that are
near; the latter is plied within the
chapel walls, the former is aimed at
those who are without them. These
arrows are bitter words, as the Scrip-
tures speak, “who whet their tongue
like a sword and bend their bows
to shoot their arrows, even bitter
words, that they may shoot in
secret at the perfect; suddenly do
they shoot at him, and fear not,
Psalm 64:384". And again, “they
bend their tongues like their bows
Jorlies;” “their tongue is an arrow
shot out,” Jeremiah 9:3, 8. And
againstwhom are these arrows chiefly
aimed? At the tried, tempted and exer-
cised; at those who are sighing and
mourning over guilt and corruption,
at those who are harassed with many
doubts and fears; atthose who tremble
at God’s word, and attimes are almost
consumed with terrors. All who con-
tend for the power of vital godliness,
who “have changes,” Psalm 55:19.,
who cannot do without a feeling reli-
gion, who cannot rest upon doctrines
and the letter of truth without the ex-
perience of them, and who boldly show
their colours as standing in the ranks
of vital, spiritual, experimental truth,
especially if they be standard bearers,
must expect to be marks for these
envenomed arrows.

Thus far for “the instruments of
the foolish shepherd,” the badges

and insignia of his office, the em-
blems and visible signs by which he is
at once to be recognized. But we will
now come to his character which the
Holy Ghost has here drawn; and as we
learn much by contraries, it will afford
us an opportunity of seeing from the
contrast what the wise shepherd is.
Theblessed Spirithas givenfour nega-
tive and two positive marks, thatis, he
has described four things which the
foolish shepherd does not, and two
things which he does. The wise shep-
herd, therefore, will be his exact con-
trary; and there will be four things
which he does, and two things which
he does not. These four things are,
that the foolish shepherd “does not
visit those that be cut off, does not
seek the young one, does not heal
that that is broken, does not _feed
that that standeth still.” The two
things that he does are, “he eats the
flesh of the fat” — “and tears
their claws in pieces.”

The Lord says, “I will raise up a
shepherd,” that is, He will in His
providence, and as an act of His judi-
cial displeasure, raise up such a one
as shall be a model and pattern of
what a foolish shepherd is. Thus we
read, “I will choose their delu-
sions,” Isaiah 66:4.; and “God shall
send them strong delusion that
they should believe a lie,” 2
Thessalonians 2:11. As an act of judi-
cial displeasure, in order to punish
the people who turned their ears away
fromthe true prophets, the Lord would
send them one of a different stamp.

1. Now the first thing said of this
foolish shepherd is, that “he shall
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not visit those that be cut off.”
Who are these characters here said to
be “cut off?’’ They are the same whose
mournful complaint we hear, Ezekiel
37:11, “Our bones are dried, and
our hope is lost; we are cut off
Jrom our parts.” That is, they are
such as by a work of the law in their
consciences are cut off from all crea-
ture righteousness, all false refuges,
all deceitful hopes and rotten props,
from finding any good in self, or rest-
ing on the testimony of man. We read,
Romans 11:24, of the branch being
cutout ofthe wild olive tree, and being
grafted into the good olive tree, which
is a striking figure of the way in which
a vessel of mercy is cut off from the
original stock, and grafted into Christ
by way of manifested union The law
working wrath, guilt, condemnation,
and fear, is the knife in the hands of
the heavenly husbandman that cuts
the scion clean out and clean off from
the original stock; and before this
bleeding branch can be inserted into
the good olive tree, it must lie upon
the ground with all it native sap ooz-
ing and draining away. So musta soul
lie helpless and often well nigh hope-
less, until the heavenly husbandman
takes up this bleeding branch, and
inserts it into Christ by way of mani-
fested union. Then it “partakes of
the root and fatness of the olive
tree,” spiritual grafting differing from
natural grafting in this, that in natural
grafting the fruitful scion is inserted
into the wild stock, but in spiritual
grafting the wild scioniis inserted into
the fruitful stock. But in both this
grand truth holds that there are two

distinct and successive processes,
the entire disunion from the old stock,
and the entire union with the new. But
the margin gives another rendering,
“those that be hidden.” The people
of God are a hidden people. They are,
therefore, called, Psalm 83:3, God's
“hidden ones;” that is, not merely
hidden in his hand from eternity, and
hidden in the secret of his presence
from the pride of man, Psalm 31:20,
but hidden from general view and ob-
servation. They are not those who
blaze forth in a false glare of sparkling
profession, nor rush presumptuously
forward to take the topmostroom, but
through a deep sense of spiritual pov-
erty, need, guilt, and pollution, are
fain to hide themselves from all but a
heart-searching God. Thus they “hide
the word of God in their heart,”
Psalm 119:11; and the word of God is
in them like the leaven in the three
measures of meal, Matthew 13:33, hid
from the general eye, but working
powerfully in secret. These cut off, or
hidden ones, then, the foolish shep-
herd “does not visit.” | do not under-
stand by this word “visit,” a going
about from house to house. The old
Geneva translation reads, “shall not
look for.” In these visits, so called,
there is often much more gossip and
slanderthan unction and power, more
unprofitable conversationthanspeech
seasoned with sait, and we often sepa-
rate more burdened than benefited.
Thefigureis clearly taken fromashep-
herd taking his rounds through the
fold, and examining each sheep as
they are there collected together. The
sheep are not scattered one in one
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field and one in another, but gathered
into one fold, so as to be all in one
place under his eye. He visits them
then when he goes through the fold,
and stops to examine with particular
attention every one that needs his
care. So spiritually the pastor best
visits his flock when they are all as-
sembled before him, and he takes a
view of them from the pulpit, as look-
ing up to him for food and instruction.
He visits the cut off when he comes
down to their exercises, trials, and
temptations, when he does not pass
them by, but drops such words of
encouragement and consolation as
are suitable to their case. But this the
foolish shepherd does not. He may
indeed be most diligent in what is
called visiting from house to house,
and may fly about on wings of false
zeal, or run through a weekly round of
religious tea drinkings, and after all,
be only one of those who “creep into
houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins-” But he
never visits from the pulpit those that
are cut off in their feelings from eter-
nal life. Nay, he only shoots at and
wounds such. “Away with your
doubts and fears Don 't stand poring
over your corruptions. Look toJesus,
take God at hisword, lay hold of the
promises. Religion is not gloom and
melancholy, but joy and peace.”

Thus the foolish shepherd wounds
and lacerates tender consciences,
instead of binding them up. But the
wise shepherd finds out, and visits
such by describing the feelings of a
cut off soul, he himself having experi-
mentally passed through it, and by

tracing out his experience and remov-
ing his stumbling-stones, is often
blessed to his deliverance, or at least
to his consolation. My congregation
lies sowidely scattered, some attwelve
and fourteen miles distance, thatwhat
with that, and what with my weak
health, | could not possibly visit all my
spiritual hearers personally, but the
desire of my heartis to visit them from
the pulpit, by going round to the cases
of all and each.

“Neither shall seek the young
one.” This is the second black mark
with which the Holy Ghost has
stamped a foolish shepherd. This
“young one”is, doubtless, one of the
“new - born babes” spoken of, 1 Pe-
ter 2:2, who are said to desire the
sincere milk of the word, thatthey may
growthereby. “ The distinctive mark
of these is, that they “have tasted
that the Lord is gracious.” They
are notsuch as are fully delivered into
gospel liberty. They have tasted, not
fully drunk; have had a crumb and a
drop, but not been brought to the
banquet and the fountain. The foolish
shepherd then does not seek “the
young one.” With him it is all pre-
sumptuous confidence and unwaver-
ing assurance, and he that does not
stand upon a high mountain, he be-
lieves to have no standing at all. The
early bloom of faith, hope, and love,
when the green buds push into leaf
and flower, the spring time of the soul
like the present smiling season, when
all is bright and flourishing, the days
of our spiritual youth, when the secret
of God was upon ourtabernacle, when
there was a spirit of prayer, and an



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

61

appetite for the word, and a zeal for
God’s glory, and a pure affection to
his family - of this sweet, though
usually short, season the foolish shep-
herd knows nothing. He leaped into
full assurance at once, and became a
man without passing through the
stages of infancy and youth. Thus this
“young one” he never seeks. He
knows nothing of his feelings, and,
therefore, cannot describe his case.
He has no milk for such babes, nor
can he condescend to those of such
low estate. But the wise shepherd
seeks out such. He knows just where
they are, both their hopes and their
fears, their standing and their dan-
gers. Thus as he goes his rounds
through his flock he seeks to trace out
the work of grace in such, neither
damping their hopes, nor pushing
them beyond their real standing,
strengthening all their spiritual en-
couragements, and yet not thrusting
them presumptuously forward, keep-
ing them among the lambs, and not
sorting them out among the sturdy
rams-and travailing ewes. He will seek
to warn them against trifling with con-
victions, being lifted up with pride,
giving heed to every plausible profes-
sor, being entangled in the snares of
Satan, and the lusts of the flesh, run-
ning here and there with their com-
forts till they have all dribbled away;
and, as atender nursing father, he will
~.counsel and instruct them to the ut-
most of his ability of all the dangers
and difficulties that beset their path.

The third positive dark mark against
this foolishshepherdis, that “he does
‘not heal that that is broken.” |

think that we have in these different
characters mentionedin the verse suc-
cessive steps of experience. We have,
first, the cut off, that is, those who are
under a sentence of guilt and con-
demnation; then “the young one;”
those that, by some sweet discovery
of His love, have tasted that the Lord
is gracious; and nowwe cometo “the
broken;” these seem to represent
those that have lost their first love,
that have inwardly backslidden from
their God, that have become entangled
in some snare spread for their feet,
thathave been drawn aside intoworld-
liness, carnality and pride, and so
have swerved from the simplicity of
the gospel, from the fervour of their
warm affections, from the sincerity of
filial obedience, and from their sub-
missive yielding themselves up to be
moulded as clay by the hands of the
heavenly potter. Thus, their affections,
hopes, and desires, their simplicity
and godly sincerity, their spiritual
comeliness and uprightness, seem
marred and defaced. Their vigorous
health is broken; and they, instead of
being sprightly lambs cropping the
tenderest foliage and bounding up
and downthe fold, have become sickly
and diseased. They are now where
Job describes himselfto be; “My pur-
poses are broken off, even the
thoughts of my heart;(17:11)Thus,
their purposes of living to God’s
glory, of loving Him with pure affec-
tion, of walking with Him in com-
munion, of serving Him with pure
obedience, are all broken and de-
Jaced. Their “judgement, too, is bro-
ken,” as is said of Ephraim, Hosea
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5:11. Not that they doubt the truth and
reality of the doctrines of grace, but
their judgements respecting them-
selves, where they are in the divine
life, their own state before God, the
reality of their own experience, the
certainty of their own salvation -- in
these deep soul-matters they are bro-
ken in any judgement which they can
form concerning themselves. In a
word, all their religion seems broken
up, and they themselves broken down.
Now, this broken sheep the foolish
shepherd never instrumentally heals.
He knows neither the disease nor the
suitable remedy. His judgement has
never been broken, for, knowing the
truth clearly in the letter, no confusion
takes place in his head, the seat of all
his religion. His arms are not broken,
for he can always take God at his
word; his legs are not broken, for he
can run when and where he will,
through God has never sent him; his
back is not broken, for he still stands
upright, and has never put his mouth
in the dust; and his heart is not bro-
ken, for the hammer of God’s word
has never yet fallen upon that rock,
Jeremiah 23:29 Thus, he can never
instrumentally heal that that is bro-
ken. But the wise shepherd has been
more or less taught these lessons by
painful experience. He has been bro-
ken as a vessel in which God seemed
to have no pleasure,and beeninsome
measure bound up. Therefore he can
bring suitable remedies for the bro-
ken of the flock. The atoning blood of
the Saviour, the tender compassions
of His bosom, His glorious justifying
righteousness, the freeness of grace

superabounding overthe aboundings
of sin, the unchangeableness of God’s
mercy and love - these, and similar
remedies, the wise shepherd brings
before the broken of the flock, and
when divinely applied they heal his
wounds.

But we come to the fourth thing
which the foolish shepherd does not
“He feedeth not that that standeth
still.” Some of the Lord’s quickened
family are reduced to such straits in
soul experiences as to be able to move
neither forward nor backward. They
dare not go forward, lest they rush
into presumption; they dare not fall
backward, lest they tumble headlong
into despair. Nor dare they turn to the
right hand northeleft, lestthey swerve
from the king’s highway. Thus they
are forced to stand still, not from cow-
ardice, not from sloth, not from un-
willingness, but from sheer inability
tomove. They are cast, and cannot get
upon their legs. Now to this sheep
food is to be brought. He is not to be
kicked up as lazy, nor struck with the
crook as stubborn, nor thrown over
the hurdles as dead, but he is to be
“fed.” Nor are docks, nettles, and
thistles to be brought to him, but as
Agur prayed, “food convenient for
him,” that is, food suitable to his
state and condition The tenderest
herbage, and the softest and clearest
water is to be brought him, not that
trodden down and fouled with the feet
ofthe fatand the strong, Ezekiel 34:18,
but "the latter growth," (that is, the
spring crop, the Hebrews beginning
the year in the autumn,) "after the
king’s mowings,” Amos 7:1. But



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

63

cannot get its own living, he will not
bring food to what he calls standeth
still. If the sheep cannot get its own
living, he will notbring food towhat he
calls ‘““a lazy antinomian,” though he
has no eyes to distinguish sickness
from sloth, spiritual inability from car-
nal unwillingness, and the standing
still through godly fear from death in
sin.

Such are the four negative marks of
a foolish shepherd, that is, the things
which he;does notdo. Butthere added
by the Holy Ghost two positive marks,
that is, there are two things which he
does do. “He shall eat the flesh of
the fat,” that is he shall not take that
which comes, that which is offered
him, but he must go through the flock,
and select the fattest for his own eat-
ing. The priest's joints were the breast
and the shoulder. Exodus 29:27828,
not the leg and the loin. He was to
have good food and enough food, but
not the fattest and the best joint of the
whole. The word of God sanctions an
honourable and competent mainte-
nance for a minister, but it is to be
freely and volutarily given. But the
foolish shepherd manifests a grasp-
ing, covetous, infatiable spirit. He
seeks not the flock but the fleeces and
he will sacrifice truth, mangle the gos-
pel, and preach to please professors
with the sole end of filling his own
pocket. Totake thankfully whatis given
freely is one thing; to be dissatisfied
with what is given, and be clamorous
for more is another. To eat the flesh is
allowable, to grasp after the flesh of
the fatis dicreditable; to feed the flock
as a shepherd, and eat of the milk

thereof 1 Cor. 9:7 is honourable, to
feed the flock as a grazier is disgrace-
ful. “And shall tear their claws in
pieces.” This is the second positive
mark of the foolish shepherd. Sheep,
then, have claws! Aye, surely, and
some of us have beensorely scratched
by them. And these claws too they will
sometimes exercise upon the shep-
herd. When then the foolish shepherd
feels the scratch of these claws, he
puts forth all his strength, and tears
them in pieces. He does not rule with
kindness and gentleness; he does not
guide them with the sweet constraints
of love and affections but first starves
the living family, and then if they do
but scratch him with their claws, he
rends them in pieces. Their claws are
the objects of his attack, thatis he lays
hold of any expressions of theirs which
have been directed against him, and
severe remarks made upon him, any
complaints of his ministry, any doubts
of his Christianity, any objections to
his Arminianism, any censures of his
conduct. These claws have scratched
him, and wounded his pride and con-
sequence. He must therefore retali-
ate, and these claws he will lay hold of,
seizing every word that has been said
against him or his ministry, and rend
themin pieces as manifesting, he says,
a bitter and unchristian spirit. A wise
shepherd will not act thus. He will not
return blow for blow, nor stripe for
stripe. If scratched by the claws of
some of his sheep, he will rather bear
it in silence than make divisions and
contentions, and rend the flock asun-
der. He will not take up every harsh
thing said against himself or his min-
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istry, norbe jealous of his own honour
and dignity, bringing forward into the
pulpit his own cause and glory in-
stead of the cause of God and the
glory of Christ; but will be more orless
actuated by the spirit of Himwho when
He was reviled, reviled not again.

We see then, drawn by the pen of the
Holy Ghost, the marks of the foolish
and wise shepherd. Keep theminyour
eye. You are commanded to try the
spirits whether they be of God. You
are to be the judges of every minister
who comes as an ambassador from
the Lord. Examine him well, scan his
features carefully, weigh him accu-
rately. God has given you his portrait-
compare the man and his likeness.
Has he then the marks for or against?
Does he visit the cut off, does he seek
the young one, does he heal the bro-
ken, does he feed that that standeth
still? If he does not agree with these
four essentials, he is a foolish shep-
herd, be he what he may.

Again, does “he eat the flesh of
the fat, and rend their claws in
pieces?” Is he covetous and conten-
tious: grasping and quarrelsome; a
flatterer of the rich, and oppressor of
the poor; a Demas and a Diotrephes?
Then is he afoolish shepherd, heis in
the church orinthe chapel, inrobes of
priestly dignity or ungowned plain-
ness. Never mind his holy counte-
nance and solemn demeanour his grey
hairs and silvery tongue; these are
but, the rough garment to deceive.
Watch his ministry and his actions.
Look at him in the pulpit and out of it.
Turn him about and look atboth sides.

the negative marks and the sensitive,
what he is not and what he is.

My friends, | have spoken these
things this evening as a disinterested
person, not with a view to exalt my-
self, for | assure you, | am often tried
as to my call to the ministry, though
not without, attimes, both inward and
outward testimonies, nortoaimatany
particular minister or ministers. You
are placed in peculiar circumstances
from the want of a stated minister, and
being so much in the habit of hearing
different supplies at this and other
chapels. | have sought then to lay
before you the features of a wise and
foolish shepherd, as drawn by the
blessed Spirit. Try by them all whom
you hear. Let not pretensions suffice.
Examine their credentials; put them
into the scales; watch their words;
and above all look narrowly at their
spirit. And if they come not up to, or
vary from the marks of a wise shep-
herd; still more, if they tally precisely
with the character here given of a
foolish shepherd, unceremoniously
reject them. God has not sent them;
and in rejecting them you act by His
authority and walk in obedience to His

word. May He give us eyes to see,
hands to act, and feet to walk, in strict
accordance with His own unerring
testimony.

J.C. Philpot

Sent in by:

W.R. Pullig

10220 Ridgely Drive
Baton Rouge, La 70809
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IF THEY SHALL FALL AWAY

“For it is impossible for those
who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the
good word of God, and the powers
of the world to come, if they shall
Jall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they cru-
cify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put him to an open
shame.” Hebrews vi. 4-6.

| he leading thought of Paul’s
®-8| argument here is expressed
by his words, for it is impossible “to
renew them again unto repen-
tance.” The other portions of his ar-
gument are subsidiary to this leading
thought. The renewal of these charac-
ters would, on such an hypothesis,
“crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put himto an openshame.”
This would be an impossible: “cru-
cify the Son of God afresh,” as it is
“to renew them again unto repen-
tance.” Many persons in reading this
Scripture think that because the
apostle uses the word ‘if,” that it
makes his argument conditional, and
signifies that he meant it might be
~ either way with those persons. The
word “if”’ does not always mean a
condition actually existing, but fre-
quently it is used for the sake of illus-
trating by the hypothesis of a suppo-
sition. Paul uses it many times this
way. In Romans, chapter eleven, the
apostle, speaking about the way God
saves his people, declares emphati-

cally that they are saved by the elec-
tion of grace, “And if by grace, then
is it no more of works; otherwise
grace is no more grace. But if it be
of works, then is it no more grace;
otherwise work is no more work.”
He says it is by grace, then adds, If it
be of works. Can it be either way? Why
does he use the word “if”’ as though it
were contingent, conditional or doubt-
ful? His argumentis to showthe wrong
way, orthatwhichis noway, aswell as
the way of holiness. Many other places
he brings in suppositions by using
the word “if.”” In the Scripture at the
head of this letter where he says: “If
they shall fall away,” does not
prove that they shall fall away. | am
surprised to find an Elder among the
Primitive Baptists who takes the posi-
tionthatthose who were once enlight-
ened, and have tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, are not the children of
God, but that they are the non-elect.
He says thatif these are the children of
God spoken of here by the apostle,
then the Arminians are right in claim-
ing that God’s people can fall from
grace. | have never found it prudent to
dodge any point of Scripture teaching
tothwartthe argument of an Arminian.
Let us consider briefly the five very
important things which Paul has used
to delineate the special and effectual
calling of his chosen people.
“Those who were once enlight-
ened.” Does this mean the enlighten-
ment of the world? Has the wisdom of
men entered into the minds of these
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persons to give them light which they
did not possess previous to that en-
lightenment? If this denotes the re-
ception of worldly wisdom, it then
must be acquired by study or labor of
some kind, or infused by their fellow-
creatures. Paul, in speaking of this
enlightening, says: “I neither re-
ceived it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.” This enlightenment
comes from the great Fountain of light,
for he is the “true light, which
lighteth every man that cometh
into the world.” Expounders of Scrip-
ture may take the above word “world”
to mean this natural or physical world,
but inspiration has made a distinc-
tion: “Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are
Jreely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not in the
words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual. But the natu-
ral man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are
Jfoolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.” - 1 Cor. ii.
12-14. The true Light is the fountain
of wisdom only to them who are born
in the spiritual world. This birth mani-
fests them so that they see the true
Light of spiritual day; the Daystar
arises to them in all of his beauty. The
Lord himselfwill enlighten his people,
and at the proper time, the appointed
time, he will command, “Let there be

light,” and light shineth in darkness,
but the darkness comprehendeth it
not. How wonderful is the power of
our God. David says, “The Lord my
God will enlighten my darkness.”
There is a power displayed by Al-
mighty God inthe physical world which
can be seen by mortal man, and though
he tremble and fear at God’s power
over the elements of nature he soon
forgets what he has seemed to learn.
David was acquainted with the power
of God’s mightinthis respectwhen he
said, “His lightnings enlightened
the world: the earth saw, and
trembled.” - Psalms xcuvii.

“And have tasted of the heav-
enly gift.” This second time the
apostle speaks on the same line, con-
nects it with the word “and,” show-
ing that it is similar to the preceding
phrase. It seems plain that he is allud-
ing to the same mighty work of the
Lord, but uses differentwords to make
it more impressive. They have tasted
of something, what is it? The heav-
enly gift. Can a dead sinner taste of so
high a gift and still remain dead? The
heavenly gift is a gift that comes from
heaven. Jesus says that he came down
from heaven, and it was not to do his
own will, but the will of his Father
which sent him. Jesus is that heav-
enly gift. If a man taste of that gift he
shall never die. A taste of that gift
gives life, quite different from the natu-
ral taste. Jesus says, “Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in
you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, hath eternal
life.” A taste of the heavenly gift is
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sufficient for all time and eternity; itis
so sweet and precious that the heav-
enly flavor never leaves the tongue,
but springeth up in the soul as a foun-
tain of living waters. They henceforth
eat and drink in “my Father’s king-
dom,” and the all important food is
the flesh of Jesus Christ’s body, and
the drink is the blood of Christ; one
place it is called the blood of God.
They taste, eat and drink wherever
Christis exalted a Prince and a Savior
to give repentance and remission of
sins unto poorsinners. ltmay be when
conversing on the subject of God’s
mercy, or when they hear the glad
tidings by the proclamation of the
gospel, or in meditating upon his ho-
liness and love for poor worms of the
dust.

“And were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost.” | cannot for an
instant think that such strong lan-
guage has allusion to sinners dead,
who remain dead intrespasses and in
sins. Those who were made partakers
of the Holy Ghostmustbethose whose
names are written in heaven, those
whose names are written in the palm
of God’s hand. The same names ap-
pearinthe Lamb’s book of life, written
there before the world began. These
persons are well secured by Jehovah
long before they are needed to show
forth his praises. When the time of
manifestation comes God makes them
partakers of the Holy Ghost. This is
evidence of their primitive standing in
the Ancient of Days. This third phrase
of the apostle is in line with the two
preceding, and cannot mean that any
except but God’s favored people are

made partakers of the Holy Ghost.
Jesus told his disciples to fear God
and not to fear man, and that when
arrested by men to take no thought
what they should say, “For the Holy
Ghost shall teach you in the same
hour what ye ought to say.” The
Holy Ghost is God. There are three
that bearrecord in heaven, the Father,
the Word and the Holy Ghost; these
three are one. Itis inconsistentwith all
Scripture teaching to say that natural
men have been made partakers of the
Holy Ghost and still remain natural,
dead.

The fourth phrase follows in the
same line of argument; it refers to the
elect, the objects of God’s love, and
for whom the Son left heaven to ac-
complish their redemption. “And
have tasted the good word of God.”
If this was put in opposition to the
second thought of the apostle in this
connection, itwould do noviolenceto
the sentiment involved in the text. To
taste of the heavenly gift is the same
as to taste of the good word of God;
certainly he thattastes of the heavenly
gift must taste of the good word of
God. Jesus is the Word of God, and no
doubt will stand as the good Word of
God. The written word or the testi-
mony of the word might be meant
here, but | would rather think the
apostle meant Him who is recorded
on high, though the printing does not
signify that he is meant. God’s people
are born again by the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever. The
word of the Lord endureth forever,
and this is the word which by the
gospel is preached unto you. In the
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last two references | have always be-
lieved that the Word mentioned was
nothing short of Jesus Christ.

“And the powers of the world to
come.” Those who taste the good
word of God also taste the powers of
the world to come. They who have
been with Jesus on the holy mount
have tasted the powers of the world to
come. How could one be dead and
taste the powers of a world not yet
come to him? It is for the living in
Jerusalem to taste of this unseen
power; it is only through the channel
of faiththatthey see the country which
is far off, yet nigh, made so by revela-
tion. Their eyes have not yet seen it,
their ears have notyet heard the heav-
enly songs, neither has it entered the
carnal heart what God has prepared
for the world to come, but revelation
has brought it nigh, the revelation of
Jesus Christ, “to whomsoever the
Son will reveal him.” This is when
the Sun of Righteousness shall arise
with healing in his wings to the poor
and helpless of the flock who are
ready to famish. Then there is rejoic-
ing with joy unspeakable and full of
glory. Can these who have experi-
enced such wonders fall away? Did
God ever love the characters spoken
of in the text? He most certainly did
love them, or he never would have
wrought so powerfully in them. Our
God is no try god, one that tries ex-
periments on the family of men to find
out what man will do for him. Where
he begins a good work he “will per-
Jorm it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” “He shall not fail nor be
discouraged, till he have set judg-

ment in the earth: and the isles
shall wait for his law.” They are
kept by the power of God unto salva-
tion every step of the way. How shall
they fall away? If they shall fall away it
is impossible to renew them again.
God loved his people with a great
love; even when they were dead in
sins he loved them with an everlast-
ing love. Who shall separate them
from that great love, that everlasting
love? Let the same holy writer that
wrote our text answer: “Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword?” “For I am persuaded
that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us _from
the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” This is great and
strong evidence. Dear children, rest
in the Lord, forin the Lord is everlast-
ing strength.
In hope of immortality,
J. F. Beeman
Helena, Okla., Aug. 19, 1907.

“Which hope we have as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
and which entereth into that within
the veil.”— HEBREWS vi. 19.

NCHORS, you know, are

&R M| made of different sizes. You
may walk in the Queen’s Dockyard,
and there you may see anchors for a
boat, and anchors for a three-decker.
Yet all anchors are made in the same
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way, and are designed for the same
purpose; and the little anchor that
holds the boat is as useful and as
much an anchor as that which holds
the three-decker. So spiritually. There
is hope in the heart of the babe. But
the hope in the heart of a babe is but
as the anchor of a boat; yet it holds
that babe as firmly as theanchor holds
the boat to which it is moored. But as
the Lord increases hope, heincreases
the size of the anchor; and as the
vessel and its anchor always bear a
proportion to each other, so when he
enlarges the size of the anchor he
increases the size of the ship. Nay
more, as he increases the size of the
ship, heincreases its burden, forthese
two are proportionate. Thus hope
takes a more vigorous hold within the
veil; it enters more deeply into the
presence of God; it takes a firmer
grasp of covenantengagements, elect-
ing love, the immutability of God’s
purposes, and the unchangeable na-
ture of the great eternal | AM. Have you
not felt at times your hope sweetly
enlarged, so that it almost attained to
the ‘‘full assurance of hope ?”’
Scarcely a cloud remained between
you and God; and you believed you
should ride triumphantly into the ha-
ven of bliss and peace; and having
these blessed sensations inyour heart,
you could part with life itself at that
moment to fall into the embrace of

your God.

J.C. Philpot

MEETINGS

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

p | ursuant to a call by Hopewell

BN | Primitive Baptist Church for
a presbytery tomeetonthe above date
for the purpose of the ordination of
Brother Robert Rector, Brother Joe L.
Hamrick, Jr., and Brother John Ham-
rick as deacons of Hopewell Primitive
Baptist Church, the following elders
and deacons metand organized them-
selves into a presbytery:

Elde
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(2 22 W poZdre
fgé ;%MJ

Pt " W

Deacons

._M_W
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The presbytery elected Elder Jimmy
Hamrick as moderator, and Raymond
Haygood as clerk.

The moderator called for the candi-
dates whereupon spokesman pre-
sented the candidates to the
presbytery.
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After due examination of the candi-
dates as to their qualifications as dea-
cons of Hopewell Church:

1. A motion was made and sec-
onded to continue the ordination.

2. The presbytery selected Elder
C.C. Morris to word the prayer and
Elder Jimmy Hamrick to deliver the
charge. The ordination was then con-
ducted by the laying on of hands and
with prayer by Elder C.C. Morris. The
charge was delivered by Elder Jimmy
Hamrick.

3. The right hand of fellowship was
given to Brother Robert Rector,
BrotherJoe L. Hamrick, Jr.and Brother
John Hamrick by the members of the
presbytery, which then by motion and
second delivered them back to the
church.

4. Hopewell Church, by motion and
second, received as duly ordained,
Deacon Robert Rector, Deacon Joe L.
Hamrick, Jr., and Deacon John
Hamrick. The right hand of fellowship
was given them by Hopewell Church
members, visiting brethren and sis-
ters, and friends.

5. A motion was made that the mod-
erator and clerk prepare minutes of
the presbytery, presenting each can-
didate a copy, sending a copy to The
Signs of The Times, and preserving a
copy for Hopewell Church.

6. Minutes of the presbytery were

read and approved. The presbytery

was dissolved in order by prayer by
Elder David Harrell.

Jimmy Hamrick, Moderator
Raymond Haygood, Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

pdl he Staunton River Union
- 88| meeting willbe held, the Lord
wnlllng, with Danville Church on fifth
Saturday morning and Sunday follow-
ing the 28th & 29th of March.

We invite all lovers of the truth to
meet with us.

Elder C.B. Davis, Moderator
Sister Bernice Mitchell, Clerk

WEST COUNTRY LINE UNION

nl| he West Country Line Union

- 8ll| meeting will be held at Dan
Rlver Church the fifth Sunday in March
1998, hosted by Big Meadows Church.
All who love the truth are invited to
meet with us. Song service will begin
at 10:00 a.m., preaching at 10:30.

Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Bro. Casey Johnson, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR DECEMBER 1997
Mrs. Beulah Nichols, VA........... $3.00
Mrs. Norma Smith, VA ................ 2.00
Mrs. Mae Johnson, OK ............... 7.00
Mrs. Willie G. Shelton, VA .......... 2.00
Lovie A. Thompson, NC............... 2.00
Mrs. Lessie A. Cox, VA ............... 2.00
Reed Harper, TX ..o 2.00
Mrs. Charles Lovell, VA .............. 2.00
Mrs. Erma C. Sowers, VA ........... 2.00
Mrs. Dura Lavinder, VA .............. 7.00

Mrs. Loyce Evans, MS ................ 2.00
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George W. Hyslip, TN
Victor H. Laws, MD ................... 14.00

Tillman R. Pullig, TX ................... 2.00
Mrs. Allyse M. Page, TX............ 15.00
Cleo L. Underwood, Va............. 10.00
Howard Peters, VA................c... 7.00
Thomas C. Nichols, VA............... 2.00
Mrs. Cliff Weaver, WA............... 15.00
Mrs. Pearl McNelia, MD .............. 2.00
NOTICE

Please give us your change of
address. You not only miss your
paper, we do not know new ad-
dress to contact you.

Editors

OBITUARIES

ELDER OLIVER V. ALLEN

@l Ider Oliver V. Allen, pastor
3 S| and beloved member of
Stump Sound Primitive Baptist Church
died September 8, 1997. He was born
October 31, 1910, in Onslow County,
N.C.

Elder Allen was a firm believer of
Salvation by Grace and Grace alone.
He was an elder in the Contentnea
Primitive Baptist Association for more
than forty years. At the time of his
death he was pastor of Sand Hill and
Stump Sound Primitive Baptist
Churches.

He is survived by his wife of sixty-
fouryears, Sister Alice Allen, two chil-

dren, six grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, one brother and two
sisters.

Brother Allen loved the brethren far
and near. He was a man of peace, and
strove for peace among the brethren.
He was loved by all who knew him. He
is greatly missed by all.

Written by request of Stump Sound
Primitive Baptist Church in confer-
ence -one copy recorded inthe church
book, one copy to the family, and one
copy sentto the Signs ofthe Times for
publication. :

Elder J.T. Prescott, Moderator
Evelyn Pratt, Clerk

IRVIN BLANE CONNER

p 3| rother Conner was a member
o 4| of Salem Primitive Baptist
Church for many years and always
looked forward to meeting his ‘‘Breth-
ren” there.

He was born February 28, 1906 and
died October 6, 1997. He is survived
by his wife Una Sowers Conner; one
sister, Virgie Conner; and fifteen
nieces and nephews.

The funeral was conducted at Sa-
lem Primitive Baptist Church by his
pastor, Elder Hale Terry, with burial in
Restvale Cemetery, nearby.

Brother Conner was a faithful mem-
ber and attended church regularly as
long as his health permitted. '

The members of the church feel that
their loss is his etemal gain!

Written at the request of Salem
Church.

Julian H. Ruthough
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BROTHERLESTERHAROLD FOSTER

» M| rother Harold Foster beloved
4| member of Stump Sound
Pr|m|t|ve Baptist Church, died at his
home September 17,1997 afteralong
iliness. He never complained about
his suffering, but humbly continued
to praise God for His mercies and
blessings. His faith in Jesus and
salvation by grace and grace alone
remained firm.

Brother Foster was born January
17, 1936 in Duplin County, N.C. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Sarah Jane
Foster who lovingly cared for him
through his illness. They both united
with Stump Sound Church May 23,
1993. They were baptizedin June 1993
by Elder Oliver Allen and Elder J.T.
Prescott.

He is also survived by their three
children, four grandchildren, and four
brothers.

Brother Harold loved the brethren
and his fellowman. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

Written by request of Stump Sound
Church in conference - one copy
placed in the church minutes, a copy
to the family, and one copy sent to the
Signs of the Times for publication.

Elder J.T. Prescott, Moderator
Evelyn Pratt, Clerk

PSALM 116:5.

Gracious is the Lord, and righ-
teous; yea, our God is merciful.

HATTIE GRIFFITH WALKER

E gl t grieves me to try to write an
§8| obituary of our beloved sister
Hattie Griffith Walker of 1827 Mary-
land Avenue, Eden,N.C. Shewas born
September 17,1917 and died October
5, 1995 at her home. She was a mem-
ber of Dan River Primitive Baptist
Church. She was a faithful member at
church as long as she was able. She
and her husband Adolphus Walker
joined Dan River Primitive Baptist
Church August 28, 1975, and was
baptised by her deceased pastor El-
der D.V. Spangler.

She worked for Fieldcrest Mill until
her retirement. She was the daughter
of James Marion Griffith and Ada Scott
Griffith. She had three daughters, Ruby
Walker Jones of Danville, Virginia,
Doris Walker Salmon of Cascade, Vir-
ginia, Patricia Walker Dishmond of
Eden, North Carolina. One son Elwood
Walker of Charlotte, North Carolina.
Three sisters Fannie G. Dix and Ruth
G. Pope of Pelham, North Carolina,
Lucille G. Woodall of Eden, North Caro-
lina. One Brother Frank Griffith of
Eden, North Carolina. Eight grand-
children and six great grandchildren.

Her funeral was conducted at Fair’s
Chapel in Eden, North Carolina by her
pastor Elder Kenneth R. Key. She was
buried in Dan View Cemetery Eden,
North Carolina.

Written by request of Dan River
Primitive Baptist Church.

Lottie Minter
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'SONG

COME, blessed Spirit! source of
light!

Whose power and grace are
unconfined,

Dispel the gloomy shades of night,
The thicker darkness of the mind.

To mine illumined eyes display
The glorious truth thy words re-
veal;

Cause me to run the heavenly way,
Make me delight to do thy will.

Thine inward teaching make me
know,

Thy wonders of redeeming love,
The vanity of things below,

And excellence of things above.

While through these dubious paths
I stray,

Spread like the sun thy beams
abroad;

O show the dangers of the way,
And guide my feeble steps to God.

Let thy kind Spirit in my heart
Forever dwell, O God of love;

And light and heavenly peace im-
part,

Sweet earnest of the joys above.

Beddome.
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EDITORIAL

WISDOM

here are two
kinds of wis-
dom; worldly wisdom
and the wisdom of
God. | fear that | have
very little, if any, of
ELDER C.C. WILBANKS either‘ one mUSt
have some knowledge and under-
standing before he can show forth
wisdom. He might show greatworldly
wisdom in right judgments, yet can-
not judge in spiritual righteousness
before he is born again; “for the
natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God; for

they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” 1 Cor.2:14. “For the wis-
dom of this world is foolishness
with God. For it is written, He
taketh the wise in their own crafti-
ness.” 1 Cor.3:19. Only a child of
God will fear (filial fear) God; and,
“The fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of knowledge: but fools de-
spise wisdom and instruction.”
Prov.1:7. This filial fear is caused by
“the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us.” To us is given wis-
dom: “For the LORD giveth wis-
dom: out of his mouth cometh
knowledge and understanding.”
Prov.2:6. And, “When wisdom
entereth into thine heart, and
knowledge is pleasant unto thy
soul; discretion shall preserve
thee, understanding shall keep
thee: to deliver thee from the way
of evil man, from the man that
speaketh froward things.” Prov.
2:10-12.

Brethren is this wisdom not a won-
derful gift of God? Itis a portion of our
inheritance; for we are (I hope | am
included) the heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ. Rom.8:17. The
fulness of our inheritance shall not be
ours while we sojourn here on earth,
but in heaven when our Saviour shall
come again to receive his redeemed
brideand present her before the throne
of God the Father without spot or
blemish or any such thing.

Paul said to the Corinthians, “For

after that in the wisdom of God, it
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pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that be-
lieve.” 1 Cor.1:21.Who are they that
believe? They are the called of God.
“But unto them which are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of
God.” 1 Cor.1:24. The disciples of
Jesus asked him why he spake in
parables unto the mulititudes and he
answered, “Because it is given unto
you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but unto them
it is not given.” Matt.13:11. In Luke
8:10, “that seeing they might not
see, and hearing they might not
understand.”Whodoes seeand hear
and believe? “This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom
he hath sent.” John 6:29. “For
unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake.”
Phil.1:29.

Jesus Christis made of God unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanc-
tification and redemption. We are in
him, he is inthe Father, and the Father
in him. No man can comprehend this,
but we believe it, for it is the word of
God. If we believe in him, then we are
his children,and mustwalkin himand
suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified together. Rom. 8:17. If we
have notthe Spirit dwelling in us, then
we are none of his, (Rom.8:9.), and the
preaching of the cross would be fool-
ishness unto us, as it is unto them
that perish, “For it is written, I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and will bring to nothing the un-
derstanding of the prudent.” I

Cor.1:18-19. | trust, however, that
the preaching of the cross is not fool-
ishness unto us, and that we rejoice in
the gospel of Christ; foritis the power
of God unto salvation, to everyone
that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.” Rom.1:16. There
are Jews who require a sign, and
Greeks who seek after wisdom; “but
we preach Christ crucified, unto
the Jews a stumbling block, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; but
unto them which are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God, and the wisdom of God.”
1 Cor.1:18-24. Paul said unto the
Corinthians (andto us, if we are among
the called), “And my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing
words of man‘s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and
of power; that your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God. Howbeit
we speak wisdom among them
that are perfect: yet not the wis-
dom of this world, nor of the
princes of this world, that come to
nought.” 1 Cor.2:4-6. They would
not have crucified the Lord of glory if
they had received the wisdom of God.

Who are they that are perfect? Surely
we know that no man is perfect in the
flesh, for there is no good thing in our
flesh. “So then they that are in the
flesh cannot please God. But ye
are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be the Spirit of God
dwell in you.” Rom.8:9. This is a
mystery, “Even the mystery which
hath been hid from ages and gen-
erations, but is now made mani-
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Jest to his saints; to whom God
would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
Col.1:27. If Christ dwells in us, then
we are made perfect; not in the flesh
but in the Spirit. In 1 Peter 1:15-16 we
read, “But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation; for it is
written, Be ye holy; for Iam holy.”
That which hath been made holy is
perfect: we cannot make ourselves
perfect. If we have been made perfect
it is according to the grace of God in
Christ, “In whom we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace; wherein he
hath abounded toward us in all
wisdom and prudence.” Eph.1:7-
8. After being saved by the mercy of

God, by the washing of regeneration

and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour, we are made
to believe the word of truth, the gospel
of our salvation: and we are sealed
with that holy Spirit of promise, which
is the earnest of our inheritance, until
the redemption of the purchased pos-
session, unto the praise of his glory.
Eph.1:13-14. This purchased posses-
sion is our body, the temple of the
Holy Ghost which s in you, which you
have of God and you are notyour own,
for you are bought with a price; the
precious blood of the slain Lamb of
God.

A prayer of Paul was, “That the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revela-
tion in the knowledge of him: the
eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling,
and what theriches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints, and
what is the exceeding greatness
of his power to us-ward who be-
lieve.”

Jesus said unto his disciples, “Ifye
ask any thing in my name, I will
do it. If ye love me, keep my com-
mandment. And I will pray the
Father and he shall give you an-
other Comforter, that he may abide
with you forever; even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him: but ye know
him, for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you. Iwill not leave you
comfortless: I will come to you.”
John 14:14-18.

Beloved brethren, James tells us,
“If any man lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shall be given unto him. But let
him ask in faith, not wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed.” | beg an interest
in your prayers of faith.

Eld. C.C. Wilbanks
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VOICES OF THE PAST

GALATIANS VI. 16.

"And as man as walk according
to thisrule, peacebe on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of
God."

hristians are not to be indo-
il lentorinactive. God has called
them by his grace, quickened them by
his Spirit, written his law intheir hearts,
and translated them from the power of
darkness into the kingdom of his dear
Son; and all this is done for them, not
only to secure their ultimate happi-
ness in the world of glory to which
they are destined, but also that they
should shew forth the praises of him
who has loved them and given him-
self for them. To this end God has
blessed them with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
according as he hath chosen them in
him before the foundation ofthe world,
that they should be holy and without
blame before him in love. The apos-
tolic benediction in our text is not
pronounced on as many as stand still,
but as many as walk according to a
certain rule, to which we propose to
call the attention of our readers pres-
ently.

The frequent admonitions ad-
dressed to the saints, in the New Tes-
tament, to be vigilantandactive, plainly
show that the saints of our God have
arace set before them, which they are
called upon to run, a warfare in which

they are to fight, hardness which they
are to endure as good soldiers, bur-
dens to bear, and offices of love and
kindness to perform in the house of
God, all of which demand constant
diligence and activity. It is certainly to
be lamented that at this day many who
seem to entertain a hope in Christ,
who love God and who delight in the
society of his people, relish the doc-
trine of salvation by grace alone, who
mourn when Zion mourns, and re-
joice in her prosperity, and yet seem
to feel but little if any conviction of the
importance of the Savior’s command,
to take up their cross and follow him.
It is true they are ready, in theory, to
admit that it is both the duty and privi-
lege of all heaven-born children, to
walkinall the ordinances ofthe house
of God, blamelessly, and to follow the
footsteps of their Lord and Master in
all his ordinances, butstill indulge the
idea that it is proper for them to re-
main inactive, because they feel im-
pressed with a sense of their unwor-
thiness, and because they are some-
times oppressed with gloomy doubts
and dismal fears, in relation to their
hope. Should all of the redeemed fam-
ily of our God, who are subject to the
like doubts and fears in relation to
their personal interest in the blood
and righteousness of our Lord Jesus
Christ, take the same position, there
would be very few, if any, left to walk
according to the rule of our apostle.
Those timid, tried, tempted children
of God, who are thus excusing them-
selves from taking an active part with
the saints, because of their sense of
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unworthiness, would not hesitate a
moment to recognize all others who
relate to them the same exercises, as
the children of God. Indeed nothing
short of these very exercises would
be by them received in evidence.
Should any, for instance, relate to
them the very experience which they
are so anxious to obtain for them-
selves, they could not fellowship it.
Suppose one should come forward
and say, “I have no doubts, no
Sears, I have no sense of unworthi-
ness, I feel perfectly satisfied that
I am worthy, and that all is right
on my part”; the poor, self-abased,
trembling lamb of the flock of Christ
would reject such an experience as
delusive and vain. And yet many of
them will excuse themselves from
bearing the yoke of their dear Lord,
because they have not the same exer-
cises. Itis certainly the case that many
if not all of God’s children will recog-
nize in others, evidences which they
condemn in themselves, and ask for
themselves such evidences as they
would at once condemn in others.
But, to return to the consideration
of our text, “As many as walk.”
Although many may seem to stand
still, our text implies that there are
some thatwalk, and onthem the peace
and mercy of God is pronounced. But
it is not only necessary that God’s
living children should walk, but it is
still more important that they should
walk correctly, uprightly, or accord-
ing to the apostolic rule. Many may
have a zeal which is not according to
godliness. And the saints are com-
manded to withdraw themselves or

turn away from every brother that
walks disorderly. Notbecausetheydonot
walk at all, but because they do not
walk orderly. The feet of the ungodily
are swift to shed blood, and many
walk in forbidden paths, in a way that
seems right unto aman, but the end of
which are the ways of death. Some, in
walking as described in the Scrip-
tures, walk as those who go to the
correction of the stocks, or as the
young man of whom we read in the
seventh chapter of Proverbs, who
walked after the strange woman, not
knowing that her house is the way to
hell, leading down to the chambers of
death. Some walk in the light of their
own eyes, and of the sparks which
they havethemselves kindled, but from
the hand of the Lord they shall lie
down in sorrow.

As the apostle speaks of a rule by
which the saints are to walk, how im-
portant it is that we search diligently
for that rule, Where shall we find it?
Whatever may be said in favor or
against the rules of morality or reli-
gion, which have been adopted by
good men or bad men, we certainly
have a right to consider all rules un-
safe for us, which are not clearly laid
down in the Scriptures of truth by
divine authority. The Old School Bap-
tists profess to take the New Testa-
ment as our only infallible rule of faith
and practice in all matters relating to
the kingdom of Christ. Of the correct-
ness and infallibility of this rule there
can be no doubt. “To the word and
to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, [which is
our rule] it is because there is no
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light in them.” “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
Jor correction, for instruction in
righteousness; that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly
Jurnished unto all good works.”
And as the Scriptures thoroughly fur-
nish the man of God with a rule for
every good work, no other rule can be
required, as he has no other than
good works to be engaged in, and it
follows also that all works performed
by any other rule, or not by the Scrip-
tures, must be evil, as they cannot be
good works. Many works of a reli-
gious pretention are reputed good by
men of the present degenerate age,
for which the Scriptures furnish nei-
ther rule nor authority. But the Scrip-
tures reject all such as the works of
darkness, the hidden things of dis-
honesty. How important it is that we
work, as well as walk, accordingto the
divine rule, since every man’s work
shall be tried so as by fire, and our
God is a consuming fire. Nothing un-
authorized by him will be accepted as
obedience, or regarded as works of
righteousness.

A rule is an exact measure; just so
much and no more, therefore if we
take the New Testament as our rule in
religious matters, that rule requires
us to observe all things whatsoever
our Lord Jesus Christ has com-
manded, and as we are not allowed to
do less, so we are equally reprehen-
sible if we attempt to do more. To
suppose that we can please God by
doing what he has not commanded,
or by leaving undone what he has

commanded, is to set up our own
wisdom above his, and thereby insuit
his divine majesty. The Judaizing
teachers pretended to aim at a higher
standard of holiness than that which
was held forth in the gospel, but they
entangled the saints with the yoke of
bondage, and sadly bewitched some
of them. When Israel of old had no
king, every man did that which was
good in his own eyes; but the spiritual
Israel has a King, and if we were ca-
pable of judging for ourselves, we
would need no rule. Inasmuch, there-
fore, as God has given a rule, it be-
comes us to walk according to it.
But it was our design to call the
attention of our readers more particu-
larly to the rule for the christian walk,
as stated in the chapter which con-
tains our text, and its connection. The
New Testament rule is introduced by
Paul, in settling the disorders which
disturbed the churches of Galatia; and
having so applied the rule as to detect
and expose the wickedness of the
doctrines and commandments of men
in religious matters, he proceeds to
admonish the saints to stand fast in
the liberty wherewith Christ has made
us free. That liberty he shows to be of
a spiritual nature, and only to exist
where the Spirit of the Lord is. He
draws the contrast between the fruits
of the Spirit and the lusts of the flesh,
and presents the rule which requires
the crucifixion of the flesh with the
affections and lusts; “For,” says he,
“if we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit.” Walk after this
rule and we shall not be desirous of
vain glory, provoking one another,
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envying one another. This rule is to be
faithfully adhered to in our relative
duties one with another. It reads thus:
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual
restore such an one.” Here is the
command. Itis notgiven to the carnal,
ortothose christians who have not, or
do not, crucify the flesh with the affec-
tions and lusts, but it is given to them
which are spiritual. The rule will not
allow any but the spiritual to be en-
gaged in the restoration of erring
saints. Butnoteventhe spiritual are to
act, only in strict accordance with the
rule. How then shall they restore such
an one? Suppose they could restore
the delinquent in any other way than
that commanded, would that answer?
Certainly not. The rule requires that it
shall be done in the spirit of meek-
ness. Why should this be so essential,
seeing the erring brother is restored?
Because the spiritual brother or breth-
ren are liable also to be tempted, and
there is no other safe course but strict
adherence to the rule. Again, “Bear
ye one another’s burdens, and so
Julfill the law of Christ.” All this is
to be done according to the rule; for
he says, “Be not deceived; God is
not mocked; for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
He that soweth to his flesh, shall
of the flesh reap corruption; but
he that soweth to the Spirit, shall
of the Spirit reap life everlast-
ing.” How fearful the admonition! By
laboring with carnal or fleshly motive,
even in our professed labor to restore
an erring brother or sister, although
our brethren may be mocked, and

think we have done our duty to the
rule, according to the letter and spirit
of the gospel, God is not mocked. His
piercing eye detects the lack of humil-
ity in us, and the fleshly, selfish mo-
tives in our hearts, secreted from our
brethren, and will assuredly turn on
us a harvest of corruption. Well might
the apostle say, “God forbid that I
should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me,
and Iunto the world. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision avail-
eth anything, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature.” This is therule
on which the holy apostle insists, that
outward circumcision, which is in the
flesh, availeth nothing. Heis nota Jew
now, who is one outwardly, and cir-
cumcision is that of the heart in the
Spirit, whose praise is not of men but
of God. We are the circumcision which
worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh. Here we see the spiritual
and antitypical circumcision is the
manifestation of the new creature, or
the new man, which, after God, is
created in righteousness and true ho-
liness, and hence it is said, “If any
man be in Christ Jesus he is a new
creature.” While, then, the new crea-
ture and the old creature both exist in
us, there is strife, and the rule for our
christian walk must be brought to
bear, and that rule demands that the
old man be put off, and the new man
be put on, and in this spiritual frame,
with the flesh and its affections cruci-
fied, the world crucified to us, and we
to the world, we are to walk in all the
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ordinances, laws and institutions of
the house of our God. This is our rule,
and the only divinely authorized rule
forus. And as many as walk according
to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Butin Paul’s day there were “Many
unruly and vain talkers and de-
ceivers, specially they of the cir-
cumcision: whose mouths must be
stopped; who subvert whole
houses, teaching things which
they ought not, for filthy lucre’s
sake.” — Titus i. 10, 11. They are
all unruly who walk not according to
this rule, and who depart from this
rule, whatever they may substitute for
it, are vain talkers and deceivers, and
their influence has been sadly felt in
the church at a much later date than
that in which Paul wrote to Titus.

In conclusion, we will remark, ‘“this
rule,” is in perfect harmony with the
whole letter and spirit of the gospel of
God our Savior. While the doctrine of
the gospel teaches that salvation is
wholly by grace, through faith, and
that not of ourselves, it is the gift of
God, notofworks, lestany man should
boast, this rule is applied only to them
who are already saved, quickened and
born of the Spirit. It excludes all the
fruits of the flesh, and until we are
born again we can bear no other than
fruits of the flesh. First make the tree
good, and its fruits will be good. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that comprehends all that we are or
can be, or can produce until born
again; and afterthe new birth, this rule
excludes all the lusts of the flesh, and
approves only of the fruits of the Spirit.

This rule, therefore, calls for none of
the works referred to as a means of
procuring a new birth, butdirects their
manifestation as the evidence that
they who are capable of walking ac-
cording to this rule are certainly born
of God, and led by his Spirit.

The unregenerate, and more par-
ticularly among them, the Arminian
workmongers and will-worshipers,
cansee noreason whyj, if our doctrine
be true, christians should work at all.
They tell us that if they believed our
doctrine, they would live as they list;
they would take their fill of sin, and
live upon the theory, once in grace
always in grace. We are not at all
surprised to hear them belch forth
such doctrines, for these sentiments
arethe natural productions of the flesh,
and show plainly that those who hold:
them have neverbeen born again, and
consequently possess withinthem no
fountain that can send forth any other
streams than those selfish, muddy
and polluted waters. The rule cannot
apply to them, for if they should cru-
cify their flesh with the affections and
lusts thereof, there would be nothing
of them left, it would use them up. But
where God has implanted the spirit of
immortality, the fruits of the Spirit will
be produced in evidence thereof.
Again, itis often slanderously reported
thatthe doctrine of the gospel, as held
by us, leads to inertness, if not to
licentiousness. But those who are in-
structed in the school of Christ, know
that the truth of the gospel and the
practice of the gospel go harmoni-
ously together; and the rule securing
peace and blessedness to the Israel of
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God, unites the doctrine and practice
of the gospel together. The immortal
and incorruptible seed implanted in
them, is born of God and loves holi-
ness, loves truth, loves righteousness
and loves alil that is approved and
lovely in the sight of God.

Elder Gilbert Beebe
Middletown, N.Y., November 15, 1856.

d| EARLY BELOVED BRETH-
3L & REN:lamsending something
on my subscription, and thought |
would like to say a few things to the
dear editors and readers of the SIGNS
OF THE TIMES. For these many years
ithas withstood all the fiery onslaughts
of its Babylonish enemies, as well as
those coming from the camps of Is-
rael. We do not (as some who were
once our brethren do) want to look at
that as being the grace of God sus-
taining all old things or all numerous
things, but, taking the holy Scriptures
as ourguide, whenwefind the “speck-
led bird” being hated, boycotted and
all the venom of the spirit of darkness
hurled at her, then we may rest as-
sured that God is upholding her by his
grace, reigning and controlling his
subjects.

Brethren, the Baptists (there is but
one body of genuine Baptists; the
balance are impostors, yet God’s vis-
ible kingdom is not known in history
by name, but by herwalk and doctrine)
have always contended that God was
a sovereign Ruler of not only his chil-
dren by regeneration, but of all the
posterity of Adam. Christ taught this
glorious doctrine, and all the apostles

taught it after him. From the apostolic
church we are able to find a few here
and there, down through the ages,
who rejoiced in the fact that the God
they worshiped was omnipotent and
omniscient. But should we lose sight
of this visible kingdom we are not to
despair, believing that God has failed
in any of his glorious promises. He is
faithful that promised (Heb. x. 23), and
inasmuch as he promised to build the
church and preserve her so that the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
her, we may rest assured that to-day
heis keeping heras his chosen church.
“Except the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain that build it;
except the Lord keep the city, the
watchman waketh but in vain.” -
Psalms cxxvii. 1. Here in language
that fell from the lips or pen of the
sweet Singer of Israel do we find that
the Lord builds the house. All plants
not planted or builded by him shall be
rooted up. (Matt. xv. 13.) We find in a
perusal of Old Testament characters
that by an eye of faith they were look-
ing forward to the day when the prom-
ised Messiah should come. The law
they were under was, to all outward
appearances, a conditional law. If ye
be willing and obedient ye shall eat of
the good of the land. (Isaiah i.19.) But
how did they come out in such a yoke
being placed on them? Their nation
was trampled under foot and the in-
habitants scattered to the four winds
of the earth. Now we understand that
this law was literal to them, but it had
something hiddeninitthat had a spiri-
tual signification. We are told that the
law was a schoolmaster to bring us to
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Christ. (Gal. iii. 24). Dear storm-tossed
child, how has it been with you? That
law that you thought to be unto life
you found to be unto death. Indeed,
that law was a gruff schoolmaster.
Uncompromising and unmerciful. It
demanded all and granted nothing.
But, try as you could, you could not
get life by it. So when your gods were
all used up, it brought you to Christ.
But now the Messiah comes! The “in
the day” period of time has arrived!
Righteousness has looked down from
heaven and truth has sprung out of
the ground. Fear not, Joseph, to take
unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost. She shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name Jesus,
for he shall save his people from their
sins. (Matt. i. 20, 21.) Take courage
and lift up your drooping faces, for
Jesus paid the penalty that was justly
due as yours. It was his people who
were in debt and he came at the ap-
pointed time for theirredemption. Ten
thousand talents in debt and not a
farthing to pay. But he canceled the
debt and paid with his blood for all
your sins. He took the law and it was
nailed to the tree of the cross with
him. Before going away he estab-
lished, set up or founded his church
as a visible organization. He had, by
his own blood, purchased the church,
the bride, the Lamb’s wife. His salva-
tionwas secure, but being timely crea-
tures they were to be in left in the
world. They were not of the world, as
he was not of the world, so their wor-
ship, their conversation, was to be as
becometh saints. Now, brethren, this

churchis adivine institution. Christis
the Head of the church that he alone
built. He needed not, nor sought the
help of man in building this church.
Man could not help when he was cru-
cified. He could not help in any of the
work he (Christ) did while here in the
world, because all that he did was for
the saivation of his people, and vain
would be any part man would have in
it. In this church he alone gave all the
laws and ordinances that she would
ever need. Before going away he left
them a glorious promise, that when
he was gone the Comforter would
come. What was that for? When the
Spirit of truth is come he will guide
you into all truth, for he shall not
speak of himself, but whatsoever he
shall hear that shall he speak, and he
will show you things to come. He shall
glorify me, for he shall receive of mine,
and shall show it unto you. (John xvi.
13, 14.) This kingdom is built by sov-
ereign, reigning power, and in the
same measure that human merits are
used in the commencement of it, just
so is it kept that way. Have you heard
that the church is about gone? Have
you been told that Old Baptists need
to get out of the rut? Have you heard
itsaidthatthose churches that preach
predestination and one salvation are
not progressiveand areinacoldstate?
These things are but the working of
the Sarah-minded children of the king-
dom. “Look now (Abram) toward
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou
be able to number them: and he
said unto him, So shall thy seed
be.” - Gen. xv. 5. This promise was
from God, and he said it shall be. Yet
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we find that Sarah doubted at the
promise and set up the first “ladies
aid society.” But let us remember that
God was to set up a kingdom that
should not be destroyed. It shall not
be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces all these Babylonish
kingdoms and shall consume them (I
suppose that is why all Arminians call
the Old Baptists parasites, living on
their converts), and it shall stand for-
ever. (Dan. ii. 44.) By inspiration the
curtains of time were raised and Isaiah
was given to look down to that distant
date and see Jesus. Hear him break
forth in singing, “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is
given, and the government shall
be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called, Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God. The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his gov-
ernment and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to orderit,
and to establish it with judgment
and with justice, from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the Lord
of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah
ix. 6,7. O dust of the earth, where do
you come in? O man, what a vain
creature art thou, to think that by thy
flesh you might perpetuate this king-
dom. The Lord alone adds to his
church daily such as should be saved
(Acts ii. 47), and | cannot find a crea-
ture salvation in this, although it was
in time. But to the Lord belong only
eternal things. Time is the allotted
days of the world, but it is only part of
the eternal things of God, so | am

persuaded that the things the Lord
saves his people from in time is only
that everlasting salvation. We are ac-
cused of being the heretics in the new
departure, but search history as you
may you can find the saints contend-
ing that God designs all the afflic-
tions, tribulations and darkness of his
people, and that for the trial their faith,
which is a time salvation, but wholly
of the Lord.

Now let us look at the dear saints of
this kingdom. Paul says, “We know
that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to
them who are the called accord-
ing to his purpose.” - Rom. viii. 28.
That being true, let us rejoice in a
sovereign God, because whom he
foreknew them he also did predesti-
nate, etc. Now who is going to distin-
guish between those things that are
called evil as to what work good?
Shall we be guided into all truth by the
Spirit of truth, or will designing men
make the discrimination? Poor, weak,
puny man, by nature, cannot discern
the things that are working good for
His people. If we are led by the gentle
influence of the Spirit it is not ours to
say that any one of the many evils in
the world works, in itself, good, but
that all things work together for good.
Does this make or cause God’s people
to be licentious? God forbid. It does
notshow the love of Christ for his little
children to hide behind the face that
the Bible teaches all events as work-
ing to the good of his people. Instead
of that, there is much comfort in the
thought that in the days of the apos-
tolic church a people accused them of
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saying, Let us do evil that good may
come. The writer calls this a slander-
ous report, and those with the same
spirit are to-day making the same
charge. God’s people are commanded
to do right; nay, it is their duty to do
right, and no one can say when he is
tempted away that God tempted him.
The Spirit alone teaches righteous-
ness. However, let us make it plain
that all the wrath of man shall praise
him and the remainder he will re-
strain. This ruling his kingdom be-
longs to the Lord; if he does not rule
it and keep it we are taught that the
watchman waketh but in vain. Not
only is it necessary that he rule his
kingdom. If he did not do that, then we
have no assurance that the church
‘will stand any longer. And | firmly
believe that could Satan or his hordes
thwart God in the carrying on of the
work of his kingdom here in the world,
that the same power would be able to
keep some of the trophies of his ever-
lasting love out of heaven.

In a sweet hope,
Elder W.D. Griffin

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.

"Because thou hast said, These
two nations, and these two coun-
tries, shall be mine, and we will
possess it; whereas the Lord was
there." - Ezekiel xxxv. 10.

%/ Ah, the enemy rejoiced at the
®.¥| desolations of Zion, he saw
that she was now weak and defense-
less. All that passed by tbe way did
pluck her. (Psalms Ixxx. 12.) Yes, she

looked to be an easy prey to the raven-
ing foe, who thought all he had to do
was to invade the land, enter her pal-
aces, (Micah v. 5,) and hold every-
thing in everlasting possession. There
was one thing that did not enter into
theircounsel: “ The Lord was there.”
Ah, poor, sin-stricken, tempted, af-
flicted, chastened child of God, though
all the delightsome land to thee lieth
waste, and thou art bereaved of all thy
pleasant things, (Lam. i. 7,) though
thou art weak, and Satan’s messen-
gers sorely buffet thee, (2 Cor. xii. 7,)
though thy heart is sighing over thy
wretchedness and spiritual destitu-
tion, and thy tears are uponthy cheeks,
thus saith the Lord, “Yet will I not
Jorget thee.”— Isaiah xlix: 15. He
will not utterly forsake thee; though
he hath spoken againstthee and chas-
tened thee sore, he hath not given
thee over unto death. (Psalms cxuviii.
18.) He earnestly remembers thee still,
he will surely have mercy upon thee.
(Jer. xxxi. 20.) Ah, butyou say, lam so
foolish, the Lord knoweth my foolish-
ness, and my sins are not hidden from
him. (Psalms 12cv. 5.) My forgetful-
ness, ingratitude and perverse world-
liness have procured all this desola-
tion and famine that is upon me. (Jer.
ii. 17.) Ah, yes, my chastened soul well
knows that not without cause(Ezek.
xiv. 23,) has the Lord suffered all these
evils to befall me. O my soul is cast
down within me, and the enemy
mocketh mysoul, "saying, God hath
Jorsaken him: persecute and take
him; for there is none to deliver
him.”" -- Psalms Ixxi. 11. O thou
afflicted one, tossed with tempestand



86

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

not comforted, when the enemy shall
come in like a flood,the Spirit of the
Lord shall lift up a standard against
him. {isaiahiix. 19.) O yes, the stricken,
smitten, chastened child of God shall
know that the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin, and that
Emmanuel's obedience is her justify-
ing beauty in the eyes of her Lord, and
that in his covenant faithfulness he
will redeem his people from all adver-
sities. He will in due time arise and
have mercy upon Zion, and thoroughly
plead her cause. (Jer. 1. 34.) He will, in
the set time (Psalms cii. 13,) say to the
invading, spoiling, devastating foe,
Hitherto shalt thou come, and no far-
ther. The invading powers of dark-
ness shall be turned back; yes, poor,
desolate, chastened child, thy God
hath not left thee; though as an over-
flowing scourge, as amighty flood thy
foes, theworld, the flesh and the devil,
thine unbelief, sore trial and the pow-
ers of darkness have made havoc of
thy life before God, the Lord will help
thee, and that right early, and in his
help and salvation thou shalt arise
from the dust and put on thy beautiful
garments, thou shalt again "be
adorned with thy tabrets, and
shalt go forth in the dances of
them that make merry.” - Jer.
xxxi. 4. And the name of the city from
that day shall be, The Lord is there
[Jehovah-Shammah]." -- Ezek. xIviii.
35.

Frederick W. Keene.
North Berwick, Maine.

“When thou passet through the
waters, Iwill bewith thee.” - Isaiah
xliii. 2.

@| ow many of the dear saints of
48 8| God, when they have been
brought into tribulation and sorrow,
have found the fulfilment of this most
gracious promise! And is there not
one of these waters through which all
must go-that deep and rapid Jordan
which every one must pass through?
How dark and gloomy those waters
have appeared to the eyes of many a
child of God, in whom is continually
fulfilled the experience of the words,
“Who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bond-
age.” But how often have these wa-
ters only been terribie in prospect, in
anticipation. How different has been
the reality. When he comes down to
the river’s bank and his feet dip in
these waters, anditappears as though
they would rise higher and higher, the
Lord suddenly appears in his power
and presence, and then the water
sinks. He speaks a word of peace to
his soul upon a dying bed -- reveals
Christinhis loveand grace and blood-
removes those doubts, fears, and dis-
turbing thoughts which have per-
plexed him for years, and brings into
his heart a holy calm, a sweet peace,
assuring him that all is well with him,
both for time and eternity. Has he not
then the fulfilment of the promise,
“When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee?”

Elder J.C. Philpot
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SERMON ON AMOS 7:8
BY
ELDER LOYD WALL

3| fewweeks agolread averse of
@B N| scripture and have had some
medltatlons on it. This morning it is
backagain. There is nowayto getitout
of my mind because | stayed awake
this morning until 20 minutes until 2
o’clock. I got up and turned the light on
to see what time it was. | took a nap
after that. | don’t believe there is any
way in the world to get away from the
Lord. And | am going to tell you also
that the devil can’t get away from the
Lord, either. And | will tell you the
reason why | can’t get away from Him.
Because if | am not altogether de-
ceived He gave me athornin the flesh.
Since lwas 11 years old, old Satan has
really been a thorn to me. He goes
everywhere | go. He gets ugly. And |
have done more than Paul did, if | am
not over- judging. Paul prayed twice
for God to remove his thorn. And the
answer was everytime “My grace is

. sufficient for thee”.

Brother John Bain, who we laid back
to the dust a few days ago, said he
didn’tknow if he had ever prayedin his
life, but he had done a lot of begging.
Thatis what | am saying. I've done a lot
of begging God to remove this thorn
out of my flesh; this messenger of
Satan that buffets me. Butl never have
gotten God to trade with me. Never
have. He never would. And right now |
want to say that | am thankful that He
doesn’t trade any. Because if | could
get Him to trade one time | know by
experience, | would lose every bit of

confidence that | have in Him. God’s
confidence is all we need. And the
reason why that God the Lord didn’t
save the Apostle Paul from this thorn
is because He is an unchanging God.
The Bible says that. “I am the Lord
and I change not, therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed.”

| don’t desire to hurt the feelings of
any human being. But more espe-
cially here of late | hear so much
about accepting the Lord, and God
wanting people to be saved. | don’t
want to hurt those people’s feelings
that advocate that. They believe that
because they can’t help it. But | am
going to tell you that according to the
teachings of the scriptures thatis not
the way itis. God’s people accept the
Lord because they can’t help it. One
might ask the question, “Well, do
they accept Him contrary to their
will?” No, that is not so. They are
always willing to accept Him and yet
it is not of them voluntarily to do so.
They are made accepted in the Be-
loved.

Now | want to give you something
else. Itis notleft up to you to acquaint
yourself with the Lord. And accord-
ing to the text that is on my mind you
don’thave to get outand look Him up.
we are going to prove that by the
scriptures. | would like to call your
attention to the last verse of the 46th
chapter of Isaiah, and | want you to
pay close attention to my reading if it
be God’s will. | am a very poor reader.
Isaiah speaking out here, he said, “I
bring near my righteousness”.
Now the book plainly teaches that
“except your righteousness ex-
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ceed the righteousness of the
scribes and the pharisees you have
no part with God.” And we know
what the scribes and the pharisees
were. They fasted fwice a week and
paid tithes of all that they possessed
and they were not like other people.
Now | didn’t write that, and you didn’t
either, butthatis the truth. Doyou find
anybody doing that? Doyou? Iwantto
askyouaquestion. Doyoufind people
out paying a tenth of all that they earn,
regardless of how much it is needed
athome? My book says charity should
beginathome. Doyou find people that
fast? Do you find people that say that
they are not like other people? That
they are betterthansoandso? Doyou
find them? | want to ask you. | am just
asking you a simple question. | think
you do.

Now he says, “I bring near my
righteousness”. Not yours, but his.
And He didn’t leave us to guess how
near He brought it. "It shall not be
Jar off and my salvation shall not
tarry; and Iwill place salvation of
the Living God."”So | wantto askyou
a question, dear hearers. What did it
leave for you to do when He places
salvation in Zion? | want to ask you.
What in the world has the poor crea-
ture of the dust to do? What in the
world did it leave Him to do when He
said that He placed salvation in Zion,
and then | want to tell you that you
don’t need to guess where salvation
is, because the Apostle Paul says, “In
Him.” In who? In Christ is salvation.
Neither is there salvation in any other.
Now | want to ask you one more ques-
tion, and that is, doesn’t that cut out

all hardshell preaching, too? | mean
preaching about bringing salvationto
anybody. What is the reason why a
hardshell preacher can’t bring salva-
tion to anybody? It is because they
can’tbringittothemselves. They don’t
need to bring it. They don’t have to,
because God places it there in Zion.
I would like to call your attention to
a scripture that | read a few days ago,
because it is in harmony with that one
that | just read; it is found in the 7th
chapter of Amos, verse 8. | believe
again that it says what it means and it
means just exactly what it says. The
Lord here asked Amos something.
We read, “And the Lord said unto
me, Amos, what seeth thou?” Now
we don’t have to guess who asked
Amos that, do we? The Lord asked
Amos that. Not a preacher, not a dea-
con, not a lay member, not an organi-
zation, but the Lord asked Amos,
“What are you seeing?” Amos saw
something, or the Lord wouldn’t have
asked him. He would have told him
what He wanted him to see. “What
thou seeth, Amos?” “And I said, A
plumbline”. Amos told the Lord just
what he saw, “A plumbline”. “Then
said the Lord, Behold, I will set a
plumbline in the midst of my
people Israel: Iwill not again pass
by them any more.” My dear hear-
ers, we know that a natural plumbline
is what carpenters use in building a
building. And we know that a natural
plumbline does not make a crooked
wall. But | tell you what you can do.
You can take a building after it has
settled and after it has been built for
some time and you can stretch that
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plumbline to the plummet and it will
show you every crook and every flat
place thatis in the building, and I want
to tell you that a natural plumbline will
do that. And | want to tell you dear
children of the Heavenly King, until
Israel has a plumbline placed in the
midst of them, they won’t know any-
thing about their crooked ways. And |
wantto tell you, dear children, that the
Lord has just one plumbline and that
plumbline is His Darling Son, for in
Him is salvation, neither is there sal-
vation in any other. When He places
that plumbline within your very being,
that plumbline, which is Christ Jesus,
shows you every crook and every turn
thatis inyourvery being. And itmakes
the individual to confess that sin is
mixed with all that he does. Why does
it make him confess that sin is mixed
with all that he does? It is because
there is no sin about this plumbline,
as sure as you live.

And now too, | want to tell you one
more thing. | am going to have to
preach what | believe this morning, if
| preach at all. Now children of God, if
you stretch a plumbline downthe side
of this building and | want to tell you,
it shows you where it is crooked, and
where the crooked places are in this
building. That plumbline will not make
the building straight, by no means.
And | want to tell you something, dear
children of the Heavenly King. When
Christ is born in you, the hope of
glory, that doesn’t make you to quit
sinning. It just shows you what a sin-
ner you are and it makes you to hate
sin. It makes you to wish that you
could never sin again, as sure as you

live. Now as the plumbline does not
straighten up the building, but only
tells you there is a little crook here,
and a crook there, there is no perfec-
tion in them. I'm talking about that
place, now. | want to prove that. Even
though after Christis born in them the
Hope of Glory, because the Apostle
Paul said, '"In me is no good thing,
thatis in my flesh."And you know,
hesaid, 'l thank God that with my
mind I serve the law of God, but
with my flesh the law of sin.”

| want to ask you, my dear hearers,
wouldyou have known anything about
your crooked ways until the plumbline
was placed by you? You didn't reach
up and get it and you didn't go to
whereitwas.Itcametoyou, assureas
youlive, andyou know the reason why
itcame to you? It came because in the
beginning your mother, Eve, trans-
gressed. She transgressed; in-that
home back yonder in the garden, so
she was separated from her head.
There wasn’t a way in the world that
poor Eve could go to Adam. Why?
Because she had fallen in sin. And
what caused her to commit that sin?
She transgressed the holy law God
had given, and you know, where there
is no law, there is no sin. So did Sister
Eve. She violated the law. She fell under
sin, and when she fell under sin her
whole being ultimately became crooked.
And | am going to have to preach this
hard doctrine, as sure as you live.

Solomonsaidin Ecclesiastes, "Con-
sider the work of God; who can
make that straight which God
has made crooked.” | want to tell
you, there is not enough preachers in
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the United States orinthe whole world,
to make one perfectin this time world,
as sure as you live. So Eve was sepa-
rated from her husband and there
wasn’taway inthe world that poor old
Mother Eve could go back to Adam.
You know that Adam had to go to Eve,
as sure as youlive,and because of the
love he had for that woman, he was
willing to go down in sin, knowing
what the results would be. And he
took of that fruit, as sure as you live,
because of the love he had for her. He
was willing to die for her and that is
exactly what he did. And when he did,
that put every one of his posterity into
sin; every last one of them.

Now, if you know any human beings
who came from anyone except Adam,
then you might get them out of the
condition that they are in. But every-
one thatis his offspring, that is, every-
one that came from Adam and Eve
was born in this horrible condition.
They were born in sin, and a destitute
condition, and there is nothing they
can do about it. They could not, and
we cannot go to Christ, just as Eve
could not go back to Adam after she
fell. We are just as helpless to go to
Christ as Eve was to go to Adam. lam
going to prove that by the Bible, and
don’t make me out a horrible person if
| fail to do that. Now, they both have
transgressed the law, and God put a
curse on the earth, and |1 want to tell
you that He used different language
when He cursed the earth, because
curse means death with God. You
know, we might use thesame language

and call that cursing, but that is not. A
curse means death, as sure as you
live. And so God cursed the earth for
man’s sake and itbroughtforth thorns
and thistles. And then God drove man
out of the garden, and his wife with
him.

And you know, the tree of life repre-
sented ChristJesus, anditwas alsoin
the midst ofthat garden. The Godhead
then said, “Man has become as one
of us to know good and evil.” And
lest they reach forth and take of the
tree of life and live forever, they were
forbidden to stay. | want to prove that
to you by the Bible. “And he placed
a Cherubim and a flaming sword
which turned every way”, not to
keep them away from the tree of life,
no, because that tree of life didn’t
need such. Butthatwhich lwantto get
to is to keep the way of the tree of life;
lest man reach forth and partake and
live forever. And | want you to tell me
where in the word of God it says that
sword has ever been taken down from
around that tree that keeps the way of
the tree of life. As sure as you live, it
never has been taken down. | want to
prove that to you, because Jesus said
in the 6th chapter of John that "No
man can come to me except my

SJather who sent me draw him'".
Youknow the reason they can’'tcome?
Becausethere is aflaming sword turn-
ing every way which keeps the way of
the tree of life. The tree doesn’t need
keeping, itself, because itis the way of
life, as sureas youlive. And as long as
eternity remains it will keep the way of
the tree of life.
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| want to tell you something, breth-
ren, when | started on this subject, |
said he would place salvation in Zion
Forever more. He said, "Twill place a
plumbline among Israel, and Iwill
place it there.” And in the land of
Eden He put His only begotten Son in
the person of Jesus Christ, here upon
this low ground of sin and sorrow.
And the Bible says He was born on
this wise. “And when Joseph was
espoused to Mary before he knew
her he found her with child”, and
you know, he being a just man, he
thought to put her away privately. But
while he thought on these things, be-
hold the angel of the Lord appeared to
him in his sleep and said to him,
“Fear not Joseph, to take unto
thee Mary, thy wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost. For she shall bring forth a
Son and thou shalt call his name
Jesus, for he shall save his people
Jrom their sins.” Isn’t that what
Isaiah has said, when he said, “Iplace
salvation in Israel,” and isn’t that
what Amos saw when he saw that
plumbline and God told him, “I will
place a plumbline in the midst of
Israel. I will not pass them by any
more.” And then when that plumbline
came, itwas Jesus, and he gives proof.
And | want to tell you one thing. There
is no crook in the person of Jesus. He
is the plumbline, as sure as you live.
And | want to tell you something else,
He is not only straight, but He is strait.
And He said for all His people, “Strait
is theway, and few be that go that
way”. “Strait is the gate, that
leads to life everlasting, and few

there be that find it.” | will tell you
justhow many are going tofindit; yes,
everyone that had that way placed in
them, as sure as you live. In every one
that believes has that plumbline been
placed there. He says, “I go before
my sheep. I put them forth and
they do follow me. And a stranger
they will not follow because they
know not the voice of a stranger.”
You know, children, lwantto preach
now what | believe. You never would
have givenyourheartand lifeto Christ.
No. No. But Christ was given toyou in
eternity. As sure as you live. | want to
prove that by the Bible. “No man is
able to pluck them out of my hand,
Jor my Father who gaveth them
me is greater than all”. Ohyes, no
man is able to pluck them out of My
hand. The Lord told Amos, “Iwill put
a plumbline in the midst of Is-
rael.. And I will not again pass by
them any more”. And you know,
Paul said, “I am persuaded that
things present, or things to come,
or height or depth, nor any other
creature shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which isin
Christ Jesus, our Lord.” Oh, that is
a sweet promise to me, that He won’t
pass us by any more. And now Jesus,
who was born in Bethlehem of Judah
and was born of a virgin, and with all
those miracles He did, it didn’t cause
people to move toward Him. Oh, no’
But let me tell you, the only ones who
did believe were His sheep, as sure as
you live.
You can’tfind in all the pages of the
Bible that everything doesn’t happen
just like He planned it. No where is
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there any goats made into sheep. It
didn’t even make them want to be a
sheep. They didn’t have the want to.
And | will tell you the reason why they
didn’t have the want to, because He
said, “For this cause I will send
them a strong delusion that they
should believe a lie and bedamned,
who receive not the love of the
truth, but have faith in their own
righteousness.” The nextverse says,
“We are bound to give thanks
always for you, brethren, beloved
of the Lord, for God hath from the
beginning chosen you into salva-
tion through sanctification and
belief of the truth.” Are you not for
all eternity, to give thanks for it? | will
tell you also, dear brethren, if there
was something we could do, we would
do it but; Paul said, Brethren, we are
bound to give thanks always to the
preacher? Oh, no, no. Give thanks
unto the church? Oh, no, no., but we
are bound to give thanks always unto
God for you brethren, beloved of the
Lord, for God hath from the beginning
chosenyouto salvation, through sanc-
tification of the Spirit, and belief of the
truth. Now then, do you know Him,
who for something like 33 years went
about preaching, and then was cruci-
fied? Before they crucified Him, He
said, "But it is needful that I go
away. For if I go not away, the
comforter shall not come.” And
brethren, | want to tell you something
else. He didn’t send it to the non-elect.
ButHe said, “Iwill place a plumbline
among Israel”, and Israel is His
people. And He said, “I will place

salvation in Zion”, and not in the
world, butin Zion. As sure as you live.
Now lwantto prove to youthatwhen
GodsentoutHedidn’tsay, “Go among
the goats”. Oh, no, no. But to one
people. And you know, when He sent
the twelve, not to go to the general
public, butto thelostsheep His twelve,
they were sent He told them of the
house of Israel. | want to tell you dear
hearers, they never were sent among
the non-elect. And they never will be
sent unto the non-elect. God sends
them, as sure as you live, not to do
their own will, but the will of Him that
sends them. And He told the twelve,
“Go not in the way of the Gentiles,
but rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” And while Christ
was preaching to those lost sheep of
the house of Israel to whom He was
sent, He said, “other sheep have I
which are not of this fold. But
them must I also bring.” | want to
tell you one thing, if He hadn’tbrought
the Gentiles to that fold, the piumbline
would never have been among them.
As sureasyoulive. Why? Because the
Gentiles couldn’t go to Him. That is
why they know that no one can go to
Him except the Father which sent Him
drawthem. And He said, “Other sheep
have I which are not of this _fold.
Them I must also bring. And there
shall be one shepherd and one
Jold.” Oh, dear children, have you
everfeltthe plumbline? ltdoesn’tvary.
it doesn't turn, either to the right or to
the left. It is straightway, as sure as
you live. It doesn’t wait for me and you
to decide to have everlasting life.
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But there is a way opened. And that
is the way that Isaiah spoke of in the
35th chapter when he said, “And a
highway shall be there, and a
way, and it shall be called the
way of holiness: Theunclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be_for
those: the wayfaring men, though

Jools shall not err therein.” You
know the reason why those that err
are not there? You would have to turn
aside to getin this way shouldyouerr,
and that is why there is no erring in
that way, because there are no errors
inthatway. Thatis a straight way. That
is a plumbline. There is no error in the
plumbline which is Christ Jesus, as
sure as you live.

Now He said, "I will place a
plumbline among Israel, and my
people, and I won’t pass them by
any more. "And also He said, “I will
bring near my righteousness and
it shall not tarry. I will place
salvation in Zion among my people
Jor my glory, saith the Lord.” Now
then for the Jews | will preach other
sheep have I which are not of this fold,
them also will | bring, and there shall
be one shepherd and one fold.”” And
you know, He said then, “It need be
thatIgo away, for ifI go not away,
the comforter will not come. But if
I go away, I will pray the Father
and he will send you the Spirit,
which the world cannot see.” It
has been there a long time, and that is
another sermon, as sure as you live.
He said, “I will send to you another
spirit, which the word cannot re-
ceive, and it shall take the things
of mine and try to show them unto

you? No, no. And it shall take the
things of mine and show them
unto you.” | want to tell you, my littie
children, that He will save you from
sinunto Himself. That is the plumbline,
because God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit, these three
are One, as sure as you live. And you
know, He told them to qo to Jerusa-
lem, and there came unto them a mes-
sage from on high. And the number
was about 120, and out of every na-
tion, kindred, tonque, they were as-
sembled at that place when the Holy
Ghost came. | heard a man this morn-
ing over the radio, | won’t call a name,
but | heard the man say as he was
preaching on Holy Ghostbaptism, that
you can go to the altar and say, “Lord,
Lord” until the Holy Ghost comes.
And that, | want to tell you, is making
fun of the Holy Ghost. | believe that is
blaspheming the Holy Ghost. Iwantto
preach what | believe, now, if God will
allow me to do so. They were told of
GodtogotoJerusalem andthere tarry
until visited from on high, and it came
upon the group, like a mighty rushing
wind, and it filled the whole house.
What was it He said forthem to do? He
said to go there and tarry. And the
Bible says in another place, “Be still
and know that I am God.” Stand
still and see the salvation of the Lord.
| want to tell you one thing. You don’t
have to go anywhere, or to any altar.
Why? Because He said, “I will place
a plumbline among Israel, my
people. And I will place salvation
in Zion.” | will tell you, brethren, you
don’t have to go anywhere. And He
told them at Jerusalem, “And there
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tarry.” Stand still. Stop your works.
And there tarry until you are endowed
from on high. And it came a rushing
and mighty wind, and itfilled the whole
house. Everyone there spoke in his
owntongue and everyone understood
the words of God. You can take aman,
Idon’tcare how able he isandyoucan
send him to preach all over the United
States over the radio and over the TV
andevery church house, andl guaran-
teeyou, itwon’t profitanything unless
that plumbline had already got there
before the preacher gets there, as
sure as you live. Why? Because they
won’t understand it, and l am going to
prove that by the Scriptures. Paul
didn’t know who the children of God
were; | know he didn’t. Only the Lord
knew who they were. Paul and
Barnabas preached, and they didn’t
know who was and who wasn’t. And
they said, “Seeing that you put it
Jrom you, and count yourselves
unworthy of eternal life, lo we
turn to the Gentiles. When the
Gentiles heard this, they were
glad, and glorified the name of
the Lord.” Did everyone of them do
that? No. The book tells us just how
many were glorifying the Lord, and
how many weren’t. “And when the
Gentiles heard this, they were
glad, and glorified the name of
the Lord, and as many as were
ordained to eternal life believed.”
| want to tell you that ordained means
setapart. Everyone that the plumbline
had been placedin, that one is the one
that salvation had been placed in. And
I want to tell you, they can’t help glo-
rifying the name of the Lord.

Transcribed from a recorded sermon
by Elder Loyd Wall, Bivins, Texas De-
cember 1980.

MEETINGS

NOTICE
Ider R.H. Campbell, an associ-

ate editor of the “Signs of the

Times” from Memphis, Tenn. and El-
der D.R. Cabbage from Maynardville,
Tenn. will be with Danville Church,
Danville, Va. the Lord willingon Satur-
day before the fifth Sunday in March.
On Sunday following they will be at
Dan River Church for the West Coun-
try Line Union meeting. Following the
union meeting a presbytery will be
formed for the purpose of examina-
tion and if found to be qualified, the
ordination of Brother John Collie to
the office of Deacon.
All lovers of the truth are invited to
these meetings.
Editors

GLENWOOD CHURCH

4| lenwood Church, Princeton,
RS Bl W.Va. announces a Saturday
meetmg, May 30, 1998, starting at
10:00. Those coming by way of |-77
take exit 9. Turn left onto 460W. Go 5
miles, turn right on to 19N. Then im-
mediately left onto Glenwood Park
Road, 1 1/2 mi. to church on left.
Those coming by way of 460, follow
the same directions from the |-77- 460
intersection.

Elder Larry Hollandworth, Moderator
Sis. Marilyn Shaw, Clerk
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CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR JANUARY 1998

Mrs. Martha P. Thornton, VA...... 2.00
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Helms, VA....... 2.00

Justine Alexander, AR ................ 2.00
Gray Hall, AL ........c.oceevveemieeceenn, 7.00
Bobbie B. Adcox, AR .................. 2.00
E. Wade Watson, NC .................. 7.00
Walter Hill, NC.......cccooeeuveciceirienns 5.00
Larue S. LeBlanc, LA.................. 5.00
J.C. Chandier, NC .......ccccoererunn.. 2.00
Claudis Q. Tucker, LA................. 7.00
Elder Jesse Foreman, NC............ 2.00
Elder Alan Terry, VA ................... 2.00
Woodrow Bellingter, NY ............. 2.00
Ms. Joyce Farley, TX.......ccceuueun 15.00
A.A. Malone, AL.........ueeeereennne. 7.00
W.L. Knight, NC .............ccuuueuee... 7.00
Lovie Hornsby, GA....................... 2.00
Mrs. Nancey B. Allen, NC ......... 10.00
Elder Walter B. Wilson, CA ........ 7.00
Mrs. Virginia Apple, NC .............. 2.00
Maxey Delp, VA .......ccccoererrecneenn. 2.00
Lioyd C. Spikes, OR.................. 20.00
Mrs. Margaret Carter, NC............. 2.00
OBITUARIES
OBITUARY OF

DANIEL STAFFORD HOUSTON

@|s requested, the dear Lord
4z M| willing, | will write afew words
in memory of our dear Brother Dea-
con, Stafford Houston. He was very
near and dear to me and | esteemed
him very highly.
He was the son of the late George
Henry and Jannie Parcell Houston.
Brother Stafford married Edna Smith

January 17, 1935. They were blessed
to livetogether 62years and 8 months.

He and Sister Edna received hope
and asked forahome with Weatherford
Primitive Baptist Church March 25,
1979 and were baptized on April 22,
1979 by his pastor, Elder O.K. Tench
along with his sister Edna Eames. He
was a faithful member, always doing
jobs that needed to be done and work-
ing on the church grounds. Although
he lived a long distance from his
church, hewas thefirstto getto church
on his meeting days, supporting the
church in any way he could. Weather-
ford Church looked out among them-
selves and recognized a certain giftin
Brother Stafford. They therefore called
for a Presbytery to look into his quali-
fications and found him qualified and
he was ordained to the office of Dea-
conondJune 26, 1983. Brother Stafford
served that office well.

He was stricken with an incurable
disease and suffered much, but he
bore his afflictions with patience. |
feel he witnessed with the Apostle
Paul and felt the time of his departure
at hand. | fought a good fight, | have
finished my course, | have kept the
faith; Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge shall
give me atthat day, and notto me only
but unto all them also that love his
appearing. The Lord saw fit to call him
home on September 3, 1997 atthe age
of 84 at Franklin County Hospital,
Rocky Mount, VA. Left to mourn his
death are his dearly beloved wife, Sis-
ter Edna S. Houston, his sister, Sister
Edna Eames of Rocky Mount, sister-
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in-law, Myrtle Houston, Rocky Mt., a
special sister-in-law Maora Brown,
Rocky Mt., special nieces Letha Hol-
land, Debbie Montgomery, Donna
Vaught and Linda Couch; special
nephew, Glen Montgomery and nu-
merous other nieces and nephews.

His funeral was held at 2:00 p.m.
Friday, September 5, 1997 at Flora
Funeral Home Chapel by Elder
Raymond Goad and Elder Marvin
Brumfield. His body was laid to rest in
Franklin Memorial Park beneath a
beautiful mound of flowers to await
the glorious resurrection. He is greatly
missed at Weatherford Church, but
most of all by Sister Edna and his dear
family. May all that mourn be recon-
ciledto God’s Holy Will and be blest to
say “Thy will be done”.

Written By: Phyllis Goad
Elder Raymond Goad - Moderator
Pam Betterton - Clerk

EARNA JACKSON MARSLENDER
SEPTEMBER 11,1914 -JANUARY 14,1998

“In all thy ways acknowledge
God, and He shall direct thy
paths”.

p §| rother Earna Marslender, a
‘B J| brother with a strong hope of
eternal rest, departed this life of sin
and sorrow after a long iliness, on
January 14th, 1998.

Brother Marslender asked and re-
ceived a home with North Creek
Church in Beaufort County from 1955
until March, 1995, serving as an or-
dained deacon for 40 years. From

March of 1995 and as long as his
health permitted, he visted other
churches of like faith.

BrotherMarslender dearly loved and
upheld the doctrine and Articles of
Faith of the Primitive Baptist Church.
He was a man who always strived for
harmony and understanding among
the bretheren and believed thatit could
only be obtained by strong and stead-
fastadherence tothe Word or God. He
will be greatly missed by his family
and many friends.

Brother Marslender was born in
Beaufort County September 11, 1914,
the son of the late Charles James and
Mary Ellen Cayton Marslender Smith.
on March 15, 1940, he married the
former Eunice Marie Gibbs, who sur-
vives. In addition to his wife, survi-
vors include one daughter, LaVerne
Marslender Wheelbarger of Chesa-
peake, Virginia; two sons, Charles
James Marslender of the home, and
Marshall Warren Marslender of
Belhaven; three sisters, Verena M.
Paul and Cora S. Bond of Belhaven
and Frances S. Carter of Virginia
Beach, Virginia; two brothers, Cecil
Smith of Belhaven and Forrest Smith
of Biloxi, Mississippi; five grandchil-
dren and three great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by two sis-
ters, Madeline Smith and Rathleen
Sawyer; two brothers Fred Smith, Jr.
and Carlton Marslender; a grand-
daughter, Sharon Wheelbarger Carey.

Written by aSisterwho dearly misses
him.

Rachel A. Smith
Pinetown, North Carolina
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SONG

DESCEND from heaven, immortal
Dove!

Stoop down and take us on thy wings,
And mount and bear us _far above

The reach of these inferior things:

Beyond, beyond this lower sky,

Up where eternal ages roll;

Where solid pleasures never die,
And fruits immortal feast the soul.

O for a sight, a pleasing sight

Of our Almighty Father’s throne!
There sits our Saviour crowned with
light,

Clothed in a body like our own.

Adoring saints around him stand,
And thrones and powers before him
Jall;

The God shines gracious through the
man,

And sheds sweet glories on them all.

O what amazing joys they feel
While to their golden harps they sing,
And sit on every heavenly hill,

And spread the triumphs of their King.

When shall the day, dear Lord, ap-

pear,

That I shall mount to dwell above,

And stand and bow among them

there,

And view thy face, and sing, and love!
Watts.
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REVELATION 1:7.

Behold, he cometh with clouds;
and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him. Even so, Amen.

EDITORIAL

THE SALVATION OF
THE SAINTS OF GOD

" There is therefore no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the spirit. For the law of
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin
and death. For what the law could
notdo, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and

Jor sin, condemned sin in the flesh.

That the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the
spirit.” (Romans viii vs 1-2)

Bl n the begin-
3 38| ning, God cre-
ated the heavens and
the earth and all the
hosts of them, the
plants, animals and
ot o e then he created man,
in his own image, after his own like-
ness. He gave unto man dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air,and over the cattle, and
overallthe earth, and overevery creep-
ingthing that creepeth uponthe earth;
or in other words, the dominion over
the world as it was created. Every
thing that God made was for man and
his happiness and peace and joy in
this newworld; and he made it for him,
because he loved him.This was all
done in the seven days of creation
before there was actually any of the
things created in existance: every-
thing was in the mind and purpose of
God, but there was none of the things
created that actually had a physical
being or form. When an architect be-
gins to build a building, all of the
buildingis drawn on the plans, butthe
building does not exist, as yet, every-
thing is there that is to be included in
the building but it is all in the mind of
the architect. This is as the seven days
of creation, it was the plan for the
salvation of the Lord's people; every-
thing that was necessary for their sal-
vation was there, but it was only in the
mind of God. This was the seven days
of creation, after which God beheld all
of his work, which was to be, but, as of
that moment was only visible unto
him, but it was complete including
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every detail, and he pronounced. it,
very good.

The days of formation, are the days
in which the things that God had cre-
ated were actually given a physical

form and they began to appear on the -

face of the world as recorded in the
second chapter of Genesis: (Gen.
Chap 2,vs 4-5) These are the genera-
tions of the heavens and the earth
when they were created, in the day
that the Lord made the earth and the
heavens, and every plant of the field
before it was in the earth, and every
herb of the field before it grew: for the
Lord God had not caused it to rain
upon the earth, and there was not a
man to till the ground. As in the illus-
tration above, the architect, after the
plan is completed, in his mind or on
the plans, begins to build the house
according to the plans; the house
begins to take shape and finally be-
comes complete, as planned, in the
beginning. This is when the things
created in the first seven days began
to be made manifestinthe world: God
formed man of the dust of the earth
and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life and man became aliving
soul. And the Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there
he put the man whom he had formed,
to dress and keep the garden, and the
Lord commanded the man saying, of
every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die. Then
God formed every beast of the field,
and fowl of the airand broughtthem to

Adam for him to name them; but of all
there was not found an help meet for
Adam. God caused a deep sleep to
come upon Adam and he took a rib
from his side, and God made the rib
woman, and brought her to Adam for
an help meet, and Adam said, this is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called woman,
because she was taken out of man.
Womanwas a part of the manthat God
created in his own image, and there-
fore she was also in the image of God.
She was given unto man as an help
meet, to make him a complete being;
she was a companion, a confidant to
share all of his experiences, and to
help him bear the burdens of life and
to counsel him in all matters; a won-
derful gift, by the wisdom of God, for
the comfort of man.

These were the beginning of the
days of formation, and they are con-
tinuing today because everything that
has happened, is happening now, or
will happen in the future were things
that were part of that plan of salvation
of God in the beginning. (Eccle. Chap.
3,vs14-15) "I know that , whatso-
ever God doeth, it shall be forever:
nothing can be put to it, nor any-
thing taken from it: and God doeth
it, that men should fear before him.
That which hath been is now; and
that which is to be hath already
been; and God requireth that which
is past, and again (Acts Chap
15,us18) Known unto God are all
his work _from the beginning of the
world.” The work of God, from the
beginning, was the salvation of his
beloved and all things involved in this
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plan were provided for in the days of
creation and worked out in the days of
formation. Jesus said (Math Chap
15,vs 28) " For which of you, intend-
ing to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether ye have sufficient to finish
it?.”and if this be true of mortal man,
how much more with God. He knew
the end from the beginning and all
things in between and made provi-
sions for them, in his plan before time
began and he certainly had the where-
withtofinish thatwhich he had started.
God had given only one restriction,
or commandment unto Adam: that he
should not partake of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, and the
first recorded act of man was that he
partook of that tree and did eat. As per
the judgement of God, when he gave
the commandment, Adam did indeed
die: he was separated from the king-
dom into which he had been placed
and made to dwell in the natural world
in which he lives until this day. This is
the death that was sent upon the man
and the woman, and they would have
forever been in this condition, paying
for their sins , but by the mercy of God
who loved them with an everlasting
love; meaning from the time they were
first formed of the dust of the ground;
and had breathed into them the breath
of life, there was a plan for the salva-
tion of his portion, of his creation.
(Deut Chap 32,vs9-8) "When the Most
High divided to the nations their
inheritance, when heseparated the
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of
the people according to the number
of the children of Israel. For the

Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is
the lot of his inheritance.”God cre-
ated them for his own good pleasure
and had already pronounced that they
were very good, and they were, as
created, before sin entered the scene.

The serpent was more subtil than
any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made and he beguiled the
woman, that God had given unto Adam
for an help meet, and she ate of the
fruit of the forbidden tree and gave
unto Adam and he did eat. Because of
this transgression of the law that God
had given unto man, judgement was
passed upon the serpent, the manand
the woman. The serpent was cursed
aboveall cattle, and above every beast,
upon his belly he would go and dust
shalt he eat all the days of his life: his
domain would be the earth and the
natural kingdom and his power would
be confined to the natural world and
the creatures that God had created to
inhabit the world of nature. God put
enmity between the seed of the ser-
pent, and the seed of the woman and
there would be a continual warfare
between them in the earth. Unto the
woman God said that he would greatly
multiply her sorrow and her concep-
tion; she would bring forth children,
in sorrow, her desire would be unto
her husband, and he would rule over
her.Unto Adam, God said, because he
had harkened unto his wife and had
eaten of the tree,which he had com-
manded him not to eat, he would curse
the ground for his sake: and in sorrow
Adam would eat the herb of the field;
It would no longer be a paradise that
was made for him to dress and keep



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

101

and enjoy the fruits thereof. It would
henceforth bring forth thorns and
thistles unto him, and in the sweat of
his brow he would eat of it until he
returned to the ground, for dust thou
art and to dust thou shall return.
When God spoke of the seed of the
serpent bruising the heal of the seed
of the woman and the seed of the
woman bruising the heel of the seed
of the serpent, this was referring to
the seed of the woman (Christ) over-
coming the seed of the serpent in his
triumphing overthe devil by his laying
down his life for the seed of the
woman(the elect family of God, in
Christ) on the cross at calvary.(Gen.
Chap 3,vs 15-16) "And I will put en-
mity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel. Unto the
woman he said, Iwill greatly multi-
ply thy sorrow and thy conception;
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire shall be to
thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee." The seed of the woman were
the promised seed, which were cre-
ated inthe image of God; and the seed
of the serpent were those who were
broughtinto existance because of the
multiplying of the conception of the
woman; the judgement pronounced
upon Eve because of her succumbing
to the temptation of the serpent and
partaking of the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. This seed
of the serpent never had any portion,
orlot, inthe promises of God, orinthe
heritage of the saints of God; that was
treasured in Christ before the founda-

tion of the world; their portion was in
the natural realm, of which the ser-
pent was the head. His kingdom was,
and still is, this world with all of the
vanity and pride of the flesh, the sin
and corruption that the world thrives
on; and this is where man was con-
demned to dwell, because of his sinin
disobeying the command of God. The
devil's dominion is over the world of
nature, and he has only that power
that is allotted to him of God to rule
over the natural man, in the clothes of
skin; heisthethorninthefleshof man
to buffet him for his sinful nature and
to cause him to see and to realize that
he is not in control of anything.

Unto Adam also and to his wife did
the Lord God make coats of skin to
clothe them; they were imprisoned in
these coats of skins for their life in the
realm of nature, where they were un-
able to know God or anything about
their formerstate, dead to Godand the
things of the spiritual kingdom and
they would have remained in this con-
dition eternally if God, in his mercy,
had not determined, from the begin-
ning to release them and return them
to being in the image in which they
were created. Their clothing is the
natural fleshly nature in which they
are condemned to live in this world,
dead to the life that they were created
for in the beginning. In this condition
they could neither commune with God,
talk to him and in fact were not even
aware of his existance, This is the
natural man as he is today; in his
natural birth, he knows nothing of the
kingdom of God, and never will, un-
less he is changed from this state.
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When God came down and saw the
wickedness of man in this state, and
saw that the imagination of the
thoughts of his heart were only evil
continually, it repented God that he
had made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart.

In this condition, man is surely not
in the image of God, as created in the
beginning. Eve was the mother of all
living, both the seed of the woman
and the seed referred to as the seed of
the serpent (Christ, and those who
crucified him were human beings and
were all the seed of Eve, some desig-
nated as the seed of the serpent, and
others as the seed of the woman). The
seed of the woman, are those who
were promised, by God, in the day of
creation, that they were to go forth
andreplenish the earth and subdue it;
the seed of the serpent are those
whose existance is because of the
judgement on Eve, but whose father
is the devil; as Jesus told some, on
one occasion, Ye are of yourfatherthe
deviland his deeds ye shall do. This is
the difference between the non-elect,
and the elect; one being the chosen
generation, royal priesthood, holy na-
tion peculiar people, those who were
created for the pleasure of the Lord
and who were created in his own im-
age; and the other being vessels of
wrath, fitted to everlasting destruc-
tion in the lake of fire with the serpent
and all of his brood. They are each
living out the life purposed, in the day
of creation and there is no way in
which one can change from one clas-
sification to the other; can the Ethio-
pian change his skin or can a leopard

change his spots; they will always be
that that they were created, in the
mind and purpose of God before the
foundation of the world and they shall
act and live all the days of their
existance accordingly. Manwas sepa-
rated from God, by death, and had no
hope of redemption other than a
miracle of grace, by the mercy of God,
and he had no right or reason to ex-
pect that.

This would have continued to be
true of all men in nature.”But Noah
Jound grace in the eyes of the lord,”
and this is always the results of the
sovreign action of God; it is based
upon his good pleasure, and not any
action of the creature. Since man was
driven out of the garden of Eden he
was notable totalk to or communicate
with God, or influence him in any way;
for as Isaiah said, (Isa Chapt 55,vs8-9)
"For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” This was true under the
law, and it is true today between the
natural man and God. Noah, found
grace in the eyes of the Lord, but this
grace did not extend to all men in that
day; just to those that are called of
God as was Noah and others, down
through the channels oftime, at God's
own time and way, and for his own
particular purpose. As in the days of
Noah, those to whom grace was not
extended perished in the flood: in like
manner, those who are not chosen, in
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Christ will perish in the lake of fire and
brimstone in the last time.

God revealed unto Noah and told
him that, "The end of all flesh is
come before me; for the world is
filled with violence through them;
and, behold, I will destroy them
with the earth". The wickedness of
the man in his natural state with his
vanity and pride was such that he
should have been destroyed, but, be-
cause of those chosen, in Christ be-
fore the foundation of the earth, this
grace was extended to Noah for a
specific purpose; to save the seed to
whom the promise was made. God
established a covenant with Noah, to
save him and his family alive through
the flood; and this is the same grace
that is extended to every one of the
elect family of God, to preserve them
for his own holy names sake. Alldown
through history this grace has been
extended to his children, and as the
prophet said on one occasion, "I do
this not _for your sake, O house of
Israel, but_for my own holy name’s
sake, which ye have profaned
among the heathen, whither ye
went.” (Eze Chap 37, vs 22) in other
words, lest his name be blasphemed
among the heathen because of the
evil deeds of Israel and their utter
disregard for the kindnesses shown
to them by his bountiful hand. God's
grace sustained Noah and his family
through the flood according to God's
promise unto Noah and they went
forth from the ark, built an altar and
offered sacrifices unto God of every
clean beastand every clean fowl. God
smelled a sweet savour and said in

his heart, | will not again curse the
ground any more for man's sake; for
the imagination of man's heart is evil
from his youth, neither will | again
smite any more every thing living , as
| have done.

Man began to multiply and the whole
earth was of one language and they
said: let us, make brick and burn them
throughly and they had slime for mor-
tar: and they said, let us build a city
and a tower, whose top may reach
unto heaven: and let us make us a
name, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the earth. Man, in his
fleshly vanity, unaware of the God
who created him, presumes to deter-
mine his own destiny and have things
his own way: do you see that he has
never changed, even unto this day,
presuming to get unto heaven by his
own efforts. God, then confused their
language, and scattered them abroad
upon the face of the earth, each with
their ownlanguage and cultures, man,
in this day thinks that he is wiser than
God and says, all men are equal and
should live together and have one
government and be one people. Man,
is the same now as he was then, when
unaware of the God that controls all
things by the word of his power: he
stands and boasts long and loud of
what progress he has made and how
much wiser he is than his predeces-
sors. He now wants one universal
governmentand one universal church:
back to the same old tricks: man de-
siringto prove himselfwiser than God
and with all of his modern technology,
desiring to show that he can do any-
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thing that he chooses, even to the
bridging of that great gulf between
the natural and the spiritual. God said,
| will not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh, (including the
seed of the woman; with the excep-
tion of Christ who was made in the
likeness of sinful flesh yet without
sin) and flesh is enmity with God be-
cause it (the flesh) is the offspring of
Satan and will never have any portion
in the kingdom of heaven; God chose
one, Abram, by name, and sent him
forth from his country, his family, his
kindred in nature and told himto go to
into a country that he would show him
and there he would make of him a
great nation, a great name, and he
would be a blessing. Abram, went
forth, per God's commandment and
lived a stranger and awanderer all the
days of his life: looking for that city
which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God. This is the experi-
ence of the children of God in all ages
of time; they are all called from na-
ture's darkness and spend the remain-
ing days of their life looking for that
city of light, that city that has no need
of the sun, neither of the moon to
shineinit; for the glory of the Lord will
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof. They are looking for a better
country, that is, an heavenly country:
where God is notashamed to be called
their God for he hath prepared for
them this habitation. God hath formed
them for himself, sustained them in
their journey of life here in this time
world and hath formed for them an
everlasting habitation with him in
glory: and all the while, knowing that

they would walk according to the
course of this world, according to
prince of the power of the air, the
same spirit that worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and the mind and
would be by nature the children of
wrath, even as others, but still loving
them in spite of their vanity and pride.
God's plan, from the beginning was to
redeem them from this vain state and
raise them up to walk in newness of
life; in ways that would be pleasing
unto him and render honor and praise
unto his holy name. He would put a
new heartin them, a heart of flesh and
a new spirit will he put in them and
cause them to walk in his statutes and
they shall keep his judgements and do
them.

God promised Abram that he would
make of him a great nation, and that in
him would all nations be blessed. He
promised him a seed when he was
ninety-nine years old, and Abram
laughed, he didn't believe him, but as
Paul saidin (Romans 3,va 3) "What if
some did not believe? shall their
unbelief make the promise of God
without effect? God forbid:" God
had declared the future and it did not
depend upon the assent of Abram just
as none of the counsel of God is
dependent upon the approval of any-
one or anything. Then Abram and
Sarah conceived a plan to assist with
the problem, but the seed produced
by this effort was not suitable unto
God; a child was born but God did not
accept it , and he brought forth the
promised heir at his own time, and in
his own way, by a man one hundred
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years old and a woman ninety years
old; Oh! the miracle of the grace of
God. Isaac was born, and to him the
promise was given. Then, still of the
seed of Abram, twins were born to,
Isaac and Rebecca, the same concep-
tion, the same parents and everything
in nature being identical in them, the
younger was preferrd over the older,
eventhough,according tothe law, the
elder should have received the bless-
ing. The apostle Paul, referring to this,
said (Rom 9,vs 11) "For the children
being not yet born, neither having
done any good or evil, that the
purpose of God according to elec-
tion might stand, not of works, but
of him that calleth” and again (Rom
15,vs4) "for whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through pa-
tience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope’’Oh! the beauty and
the glory of the words left on record
for the comfort and the edification of
those to whom these truths are sent.
God has always had an elect people,
according to his good pleasure, and
they were all, in Christ, before the
foundation of the world; they were
those created in the image of God in
the beginning because only Christ
and his chosen generation were ever
in the image of God. God has mercy
on whom he will have mercy and
blesses whom he will bless regard-
less of the statutes of the law; he has
compassion on whom he will have
compassion and, whom he will he
loves, and the creature has no influ-
ence on this in either case. God
changes not, so this is not something

that was decided at the time, it oc-
curred, in the days of creation, and
was just another link in the series of
events from the beginning that were
included in the original plan.

In all ages of time, God has had a
people thathe has called and set apart
unto his glory; and there have been
prophets telling of the things to come,
things that would fulfill the promises
made unto this chosen generation.
God told Moses of a prophetthat would
come, made like unto him, an to him
would be the gathering of the people;--
the government would be upon his
shoulders and his name should be
called, Wonderful, Counseler, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace of the increase of
his government and peace there
should be no end. - Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel, which,
being interpreted is, God with us:--
Behold, the days come, saiththe Lord,
that | will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, and with the house
of Judah: not according to the cov-
enant that | made with their fathers in
the day that | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt;
which my covenant they brake, al-
though | was an husband unto them,
saith the Lord: But this shall be the
covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel; after those days, saith
the Lord, | will put my law in their
inward parts and write itintheir hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be
my people. These and many, many
more scriptures written by the proph-
ets in all ages tell of the coming of the
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Messiah, who by God's grace and
power will deliverthem from the bond-
age of sin they have lived under since
the beginning.

The law came by Moses and was
given unto Israel to guide them in
ways that were pleasing to God and to
insure them the good of the land and
the Lord's blessings in their, journey
of life, here on earth, The law did not
take away sin, by the sacrifices, but
rather was justaremembranceyearto
year of their failures to keep the law,
and to make them realize their need
for the Savior and their dependence
upon God for any righteousness; so
they looked forward to, and rejoiced
in, the promises made to them of a
delivererthat was to come andto truly
atone for their all of their sins, under
the law.

Down through the history of Israel,
God would deliver the children into
bondage undertheir enemies, fortheir
sin; they would repent and God would
return them again unto their land and
judge their enemies and grant them
peace for a time; but they would rebel
again against God, when their bellies
were full and they had had rest for a
short period oftime. This is aclassical
picture of the man in nature, vain, self
centered unable to see anything but
what he wants to see. These deliver-
ances were by servants called and
sent forth for that purpose such as,
Sampson, Gideon, Samuel and many
more who were raised up and caused
to stand for the nation of Israel in their
dark and trying days. The prophets
continued to tell of the day that would
come, in which the deliverer would

indeed come and make the one sacri-
fice that would forever put away their
sin, so, that they would stand just and
holy before their God; but as time
passed and the Messiah did not ap-
pear: the shepherds of the flock be-
gan to wax fat and caring not for the
sheep over which they were shep-
herds, began to feed on the flock,
instead of feeding the flock and lead-
ing and teaching them the statutes
and ordinances of the law that were
given unto them for their good.

In Ezekiel's day the word of the Lord
came unto the prophet, saying, proph-
esy against the shepherds and say
unto them; Woe be the shepherds of
Israel thatdo feed themselves! should
not the shepherds feed the flock? Ye
have not strengthened, neither have
ye healed that which was sick, neither
have ye bound up that which was
broken, neither have ye brought again
that which was driven away, neither
have ye sought that which was lost;
but with force and cruelty have ye
ruled them. And they were scattered,
because there was no shepherd: and
they became meat to all the beasts of
the field, where they were scattered
and they wandered aimlessly in this
wilderness of sin, with no leader to
guide them or to teach them the law or
the ways of God. These were the latter
days under the law, when the glory of
the nation of Israel was at its lowest
ebb, but this too was for a purpose: it
brought them to the position that they
were forced to admit that they could
not raise themselves up of their own

efforts, and must trustin Godwho had
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blessed them so many times in the
past. Only extreme measures, such
as the circumstances that they were
under, would cause vain man to ac-
knowledge his own weaknesses and
depraved nature and turn again to
God and pray for deliverance.
Thenthe Lord said, because ye have
done these things unto the sheep: |
am against the shepherd; and 1 will
require my flock at their hand and
cause them to cease from feeding the
flock. Behold, |, evenl, will both search
my sheep, and seek them out. As a
shepherd seeketh out his flock, in the
day that he is among his sheep that
are scattered: so will | seek out my
sheep, and deliver them out of all
places where they have been scat-
tered in the cloudy and dark day. | will
bring them outand cause them to feed
upon the mountains of Israel by the
rivers: | will feed them in a good pas-
ture, and upon the high mountains of
Israel shall their fold be.Therefore will
I save my flock, and they shall nomore
be a prey, and | will set up one shep-
herd over them, and he shall feed
them, even my servant David a prince
among them: | the Lord have spoken
it, | will also do it: And | will make a
covenant of peace, and will cause the
evil beastto cease out of the land: and
my people shall dwell safely in the
wilderness, and sleepinthewoods. In
that day, the Lord himself will, be-
cause the shepherds have failed them,
come and set up the new covenant
with his sheep and will fulfill the prom-
ise made unto them by the prophets.
After the prophets, there was a pe-
riod of four hundred years when there

was no open vision, and there was no
record of any inspired leaders among
the children of Israel. The law was
forsaken and tradition and false lead-
ers led the people astray. God said, in
the beginning, | will not always strive
with manfor heis also flesh: the same
way that he was whendriven outof the
garden of Eden, still imprisoned in
those coats of skin (fleshly nature)
whereby they could notcommune with
God or hear his voice. God's striving
with man was in the fact that he gave
them alaw thatthey were to follow and
to eat of the fat of the land, but man
could not keep it with his natural dis-
position. There was no one to plead
their cause; for man in nature is un-
able to receive the things of the spirit,
they are foolishness unto him; so there
must be a daysman to stand between
them who can plead to God on their
behalf and to speak unto man in their
own language that they can hear: and
this is where the Messiah was tocome
in, at the appointed time, and bridge
this great gulf. As the priests did un-
der the law, there must be one that
could make intercession forthem unto
God, one that could know and under-
stand their sins and temptations and
make atonement for them with God.
God has always had an elect in all
generations, nations, countries and
people, whom he loved with an ever-
lasting love, and upon whom he dis-
played his grace and mercy, although
they too were but flesh: they were
created for his pleasure and regard-
less of what they were, in the flesh, he
led them about and blessed them with
his loving kindness and led them in
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ways that were pleasing to him. David,
was one such person: God called him
from tending his fathers sheep in the
desert, and placed him on the throne
of the kingdom of Israel and promised
him that there would never fail to be a
king of his lineage on the throne of
Israel. David desired to build a house
for God, but God refused him in that
endeavor, because God said that he
- was aman ofwarwho had shed blood,
but, that his son Solomon, whom he
would raise up of his seed would build
the house: and he did. This has been
true of many down through the chan-
nels of time, certain men were called:
whom God raised up to perform his
will and manifest their faith in him:
Samuel, Sampson, Daniel, Moses, and
the names go onand on, of those who
were of the elect family of God. As
Paul wrote Acts Chapt 9 vs 4-5 "Who
are Israelites: to whom pertaineth
the adoption, and the glory, and the
covenants, and the giving of the
law, and the service of God, and the
promises; whose are the fathers,
and of whom as concerning the
JSlesh Christ came, who is over all
God blessed forever, Amen."”

The law was given to the man, in the
flesh, as commandments from God of
how they were to live and conduct
themselves to manifest their faith in
him. They learned that this was im-
possible and that for them to ever be
righteous in the sight of God there
would have to be one with more power
and resolve than the natural man pos-
sesses, and therefore the law was but
aschool mastertolead themto Christ,
the one who was declared, by the

prophets, to be such a person. They
looked for his coming not knowing
just how it would be accomplished, in
much the same manner as his people
today view the resurrection and the
end ofthe world; many theories but no
one with certain knowledge on the
subject; of just how and when it will
be. There was no open vision, or rev-
elation to enable them to know exactly
whatto expect, so they were indeed in
a lost and undone condition wander-
ing aimlessly inthe world. The priests
who were supposed to lead them by
the law, turned more and more to
tradition, formality and edicts that glo-
rified themselves rather than God.
(Heb Chapt 2 vs 9) Butwe see Jesus,
who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory an honour: that he
by the grace of God should taste death
for every man. For it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons to
glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.
For both he that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause he is notashamed to call
them brethren, saying, "I will de-
clare thy name unto my brethren,
and in the midst of the church will
Isingpraise unto thee."The Messiah
came, born of a woman, born under
the law to redeem them that were,
under the law, that those who, were
under the law, might receive the adop-
tion of sons. Christ, came to make the
sacrifice for the sins, under the law,
that they who lived, sinned and died,
underthe law, might be saved. Christ's
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entire earthly ministry was lived, un-
der the law, and the statutes of the law
still applied; he was sent, but, to the
lostsheep ofthe house of Israel, those
whom the shepherds had led astray
and who, as Ezekiel said "My sheep
wandered through all the moun-
tains, and upon every hill: yea, my
flock was scattered upon all the
Jace of the earth, and none did
search or seek after them.”

This is the condition that prevailed,
when Christ came into the world and
his mission was to seek and save that
which was lost, that which because of
the lack of leadership were forsaken
and confused having no shepherd to
lead and guide them in the way of
truth: the way of all men when left to
their own devices. He came filfilling
all that the prophets had declared of
him and fulfilled the law to a jot and a
tittle in behalf of those who were un-
able to stand on their own merit..

Math Chapt 1,vs 18) " Now the birth
of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
when as his mother was espoused
toJoseph, before they came together.
shewas found with child of the Holy
Ghost."” An angel appeared to Joseph
and told him that the conception was
of the Holy Ghost and that he was not
tofear to take Mary as his wife: forshe
shall bring forth a son and thou shalt
call his name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins, all of the
sins, under the law. This fulfilled that

‘'which was prophesied "Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emanuel, which be-
ing interpreted, God with us”. Jesus

was born, and went forth in his earthly
ministry ministering to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel only, still under
the law and fulfilling all those things
that the prophets declared of him. As,
many times before, the display of the
sovreign grace of God is manifested
in such a manner that no man could
claim any credit for it; Isaac was born
of a woman past child bearing age,
Jacoband Esauwere born ofawoman
that was barren and now Jesus is
born ofawoman that has never known
a man; all occurrences beyond the
power of man or science, but just
routine for one who created the heav-
ens and the earth and all the host of
them by the power of his word. The
sacrifice must be perect, not the sick
or the lame, and no man in nature
could meet that requirement so this is
the fulfilling of the words of the Lord
when he said " Therefore will I save
my flock, and they shall not be a
prey, and I will set one shepherd
over them to feed them, and heshall
feed them, even my servant David a
prince among them: I the Lord have
spoken it, I will also do it."

Jesus chose unto himself twelve of
his disciples who he ordained as
apostles and to whom he gave power
against unclean spirits, to cast them
‘out,and to heal all manner of sickness
and allmanner of disease. His instruc-
tion to these twelve was, that they
were to (Math Chap 10,vs1) "Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, and
into any city of the Samaritans
enteryenot: but gorathertothelost
sheep of the house of Israel. And as
yego,preach, saying, The kingdom
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of heaven is at hand."” When a wo-
man of Canaan came to Jesus crying,
have mercy on me, O Lord, thouson of
David; my daughter is grievously
vexed with a devil, his disciples said,
send her away; for she crieth after us:
Jesus answered them saying, "I am
not sent but to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” All of the earthly
ministry of Jesus was when the law
was still in effect, and his work was to
make the sacrifice that would forever
perfect those who were lost because
of their sins, under the law: The law
was to the man in nature, of whom as
concerning the flesh Christ came.
Christ indeed came and performed
this work stating in (John Chapt17,vs
4) | have glorified thee on the earth: |
have finished the work thou gavest
me to do: and declaring on the cross
when he died, (John Chapt17,vs4) "It
is finished", end of story, regarding
the children of Israel under the
mosaical law; the only sacrifice that
could be accepted by God for their
sins because the offering must be a
perfect specimen and Christ was the
only man that could fill that require-
ment. They now stand as secure and
righteous, in God's eyes, as Christ is,
because he has become their surety,
they were chosen in him and his righ-
teousness becomes theirs.

Jesus was talking to his disciples
on one occasion, and told them that
he was the shepherd of the sheep and
"I lay down my life for the sheep."
Then he said "and other sheep I have
which are not of this fold: them I
also must bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be

one fold. and one shepherd.” This
refers to the bringing in of the Gen-
tiles into the fold with the Jews, so
that there is one fold and one shep-
herd. The same shepherd was the
savior of all, but the saving was in a
differentfashion. One was inthe death
on the cross, which atoned for the
sins under the law and the other was
in the resurrection unto life for those
who, by the death of Jesus taking the
law of carnal commandments out of
the way, nailing it to his cross, were
never under the law of sin and death.
(Col 2vs 13-14) " And you being dead
inyoursins and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven
you all trespasses: Blotting out the
handwritingof ordinances thatwas
against us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross.” Jesus
died a natural death in the flesh, to pay
for the sins of his children under the
law, and told the apostles, and those
to whom he was sent, that he must go
away orthe Holy Spirit could notcome;
butwhen the Spirit came it would take
the things of his and show them unto
them. He had finished his work for the
children under the law and now must
go away, that the new covenant could
come into effect. It would guide them
in all truth and they would understand
the things that he had taught them.
This is speaking of the era to come,
the one in which the spirit would
indwell man and he would live, not
under the law of sin and death, but
under the law of light and liberty of the
gospel day. This is the day inwhich we
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are living today; this is the day the
lord hath made, we will rejoice and be
glad in it. (Roman Chap, 7,vs 1-4)
" Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak
to them that know the law) how
that the law hath dominion over a
man as long as he liveth? For the
woman which hath an husband is
bound by the law to her husband so
long as he liveth, but if the husband
be dead, she is loosed from the law
of her husband. So then if, while
her husband liveth, she be married
to another man, she shall be called
and adultress: but if her husband
be dead, she is _free_from that law;
so that she is no adultress, though
she be married to another man,
Wherefore, mybrethren, ye also are
become dead to the law by the body
of Christ; that ye should be married
to another, even to him who is
raised from thedead, thatweshould
bring forth fruit unto God.” The
natural man cannot bring forth fruit
unto God because, God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth, but
Jesus, talking to the Samaritian
woman at the well said " But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and in truth, for the
Father seeketh such to worship
him.” The new covenant was based
upon better promises and the way in
which the children of God would wor-
ship him would be in a better and
different way. There would no longer
be a priest to stand between God and
his people to make intercession with
natural offerings for the sins of the

people but now each for themselves
would render praises unto God which
is the calves of the lips, prayers unto
God from the new heart which God
has given unto them in the new birth.
The inner man, again in the image of
God, can talk and communicate with
God directly; this is in their prayers in
their yearning and desiring from the
heart for a closer communion with
him and their daily heart to heart talks
with him when no one else is there to
hear orto intervene in their worship of
the heavenly Father. They are not
married to the one who died for the
sins of the children of Israel, under
the law, but rather are betrothed to
him who arose from the dead for their
justification before God.

This is accomplished by God the
Father, and Jesus the Son, coming
and taking up their abode in their
hearts. This is the new man, in Christ,
a new creature that sins not, because,
the new law is written in their heart
and by the indwelling of the spirit of
God. When God sent his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh, thus end-
ing the law for righteousness; God
made those, in the flesh underthe law,
righteous by the death of his Son, who
took away the law for righteousness,
and condemned sin in man's flesh,
whereitalways abode. God now makes
his elect, a new creature by the
indwelling of the spirit in him; quick-
ening him and raising him up to walk
in newness of life.

These are the children of the heav-
enly king under the new covenant;
those who cannot sin because they
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are born of God. This is what Jesus
was telling Nicodemus, ye must be
born again; ye must become a new
creature, in Christ, not subject to the
weaknesses of the flesh, notinhibited
by the body of flesh in which you
dwell, to see the kingdom of heaven:
that which is born of the flesh can
never enter the kingdom of heaven,
only that which is born of the Spirit
can enter into the kingdom of heaven.
(Heb. Chapt 8,vs 10-13) "For this is
the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord: I will put my law in
their mind, and write them in their
hearts and I will be to them a God,
and they shall be to me a people:
And they shall not teach every man
his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for
all shall know me, from the least to
thegreatest, For Iwill be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their
sins snd their iniquities will I re-
member no more. In that hesaith, A
new covenant, he hath made the
first old. Now that which decayeth
and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away."This was accomplished in the
death of Christ on the cross at cal-
vary.

A new covenant requires a new
priesthood; notlike the Levitical priest-
hood which served under the law of
Moses. The new priest will administer
the new covenant, not after a law of
carnal commandments, but, after the
power of an endless life; liken unto
the preisthood of Melchisedec a priest
who was without beginning of days
nor end of life and that would stand

forever. Themosiacial law made noth-
ing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did, and Jesus was made
the administrator of this better cov-
enant: a covenant under which the
resurrection was to establish the cov-
enant rather than end it. In the same
sense in which his death ended the
old covenant; the resurrection of the
savior, perfected the recipients of the
grace,beforehand ratherthan correct-
ing the weaknesses in the flesh by
atoning for sin as under the old cov-
enant. (Heb.Chap 10,vs 9) " Thensaid
he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
He taketh away the first, that he
may establish the second.”" Christ
condemned sin in the flesh of the
natural man, but, saves theinnerman,
the new creature, in Christ, who
sinneth not. Sin has always been a
characteristic of the man in nature,
and always will be, it is not character-
istic of the spiritual man; the one that
is led by the spirit of God. God's king-
dom, under the new covenant, is made
up of those in his image, those of
whom Paul wrote in his letter to
Corinth,(2 Cor Chap 3,vs 17) Now the
Lordis that spirit: and where the spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we
all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the spirit of
the Lord.

When one is born of the spirit they
are, in essence, given a spiritual con-
science which motivates their every
thought and action, in spiritual mat-
ters. It directs their heart and mind to
seek and search for more evidence of
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their new life and for the fellowship of
others who give evidence that they
too possess this unique and precious
gift. It is not as the law, which was
engraven on tables of stone for all of
the house of Israel to read and to
heed; this gift is to the individuals
who were chosen in Christ in the be-
ginning; a very personal and private
experience which is known only to
themselves, and to none others. The
law was pertaining to the natural man
and his actions and deeds inthe flesh;
itwas adoandbe blessed, or disobey
and be punished or delivered into the
hands of the enemy, and none was
able to keep it. The new man, with the
spiritual conscience, given him of God,
acts from a position of love and a
desire to please God, not from a fear
of retribution: they serve from a desire
to make manifest the presence of the
spirit within and their love and com-
passion for the whole family of God of
which they believe that they are now a
member. The old mind and body of
flesh in which they continue to dwell,
gives them much cause of fear and
aprehension in their hope of salva-
tion, but it can never overcome or
overthrow it, because the new con-
science within is much stronger than
the natural man. because it is of God.
They live in hope (earnest expecta-
tion) that what he has promised, he
will fulfill, and that the promise is
theirs because of the evidence that
they have received.

(Eph. Chapt, 2,vs11-12-13-14-15-16)
"Wherefore remember thatyebeing
in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called uncircumcision by

that which is called the circumci-
sioninthefleshmadebyhands:That
at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenant of promuise, having
no hope. and without God in the
world: But now in Christ ye who
sometimes were far off were made
nigh by the blood of christ. For he is
our peace, who hath made both
one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between
us; having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances; for
to make in himself of twain one new
man so making peace; and that he
might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby:" The apostle
Paul, a Jew, is telling the Gentiles that
they were uncircumcised, strangers
to the law, without hope and without
God in the world, but Christ who by
his death on the cross at Calvary has
torn down the middle wall of partition
which was between those chosen
people of God, under the law and
themselves, the Gentiles, and hath
made them one fold. All is by the
grace of God, and not by the efforts of
man whether they are circumcised or
not.

Jesus told Nicodemus, Verily,verily
| say unto thee, " Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God"and again " That which
isborn of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit".
Paul said (Roman Chapt 7,vs 22-23-
24-25) " For I delight in the law of
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God after the inward man; ButIsee
another law in my members, war-
ring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is in my mem-
bers. O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me_from the body
of this death? I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with
my mind I myself serve the law of
God, but with my flesh the law of
sin."This manifests the fact that there
were dual personalities in the apostle
Paul; there was the, Saul of Tarsus,
which is the man in the flesh who
persecuted the church, and still does
those things that the apostle would
not,but now, there is the apostie Paul
who has been quickened, and who
walks after the spirit and not after the
flesh; these two man both still dwellin
the body of flesh, but the new man is
not imprisoned by it, in the sense that
he was before; even though he must
still contend with the old man with all
of the vanity and lusts of the carnal
man. That which is born of the flesh,
is flesh, and always will be; and that
which is born of the spirit, is spirit,
and always will be, and the flesh lusts
againstthe spiritand the spiritagainst
the flesh and this is the warfare that all
must endure; the cross, that Jesus
said unless you take it up you cannot
be his disciple, and you will take it up,
because it is laid upon you and you
cannot do otherwise, it is laid upon
you when the spirit comes into your
heart and leads you in ways that you
would not have chosen to go before.
Knowing what he did, and having the
experience that he had, the apostle

Paul could say, without hesitation af-
ter acknowledging all of these things
that; what he would do he did not, and
what he would not do, that he did, that
in spite of all this seeming contradic-
tion; There is therefore now no con-
demnationtothem which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the spirit; the natural man
walks after the flesh and always will,
and the inner man walks after the
spirit and always will because it is of
God. He had experienced, living un-
der the law in the flesh, and knew the
weakness and unprofitableness of the
natural man; he had experienced the
new birth of the spirit and knowing
from whence it came and how it hap-
pened to him and he is well qualified
to make the above statement.

The new birth is the becoming a
new creaturein Christ, knowing Christ
for the first time, and realizing that
this is actually a reversal of the expe-
rience, in the garden of Eden. When
sin entered the world; the man cre-
ated in the image of God was given
coats of skin, imprisoned in the world
of nature; the world of sin and corrup-
tion bound by the laws of nature, alien-
ated from God and in a state of utter
depravity. In this new birth, the new
creature in Christis againintheimage
of God, released from the prison; the
man who had dwelled in the world
since the beginning, wearing the coats
of skin, is given new garments which
are garment of praise, the robe of
righteousness of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, which he purchased on
the cross at Calvary. (Isaiah Chap
61,vs 9) Speaking of Israel, Isaiah said,
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"And their seed shall be known
among the Gentiles, and their off-
spring among the people: all that
see them shall acknowledge them
that they are the seed which the
Lord hath blessed. I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord,my soul shall be
JoyfulinmyGod: for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation,
he hath covered me with the robe
of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments,
and as the bride adorneth herself
with herjewels.” The man, createdin
the image of God had been given
coats of skin for his habitation of the
earth, which was their prison, this
was the veil which separated them
from God; but the seed of the serpent
having the same coats of skin, were
not imprisoned by them for they were
at home in these garments, for the
world of nature in their only heritage,
they were born that way and will die
that way, never having known the
riches of the heritage of the seed of
the woman.

Eve, the woman, was a part of the
original creation of God, Adam, and
represented the Lord's portion; Christ,
taken out of woman, a portion of the
woman was sent, in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and in dying for the sins
of all of the seed of the woman, paid
the debt due by all of them. Just as the
original sin passed upon all the seed
of man, in nature, the sacrifice for sin,
and the atoning power of that sacri-
fice passed upon all of the seed of the
woman, making them holy and righ-
teous before God, who accepted that
atonement for their sins and was well

pleased with it. The sacrifice for sin
did nothing for the seed of the serpent
because they were flesh only and their
heritage was in the serpent and in his
kingdom of nature. (Isaiah 61,vs1)
"The spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; because the Lord hath
annointed me to preach the good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclain liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them
that are bound.” Having been set
free and released from the prison of
this natural mind, they are again able
to talk and commune with God: if the
Lord shall setyoufree, ye shall be free
indeed. There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus; baptized into his death,
and like as Christ who was raised
from the dead, by the glory of the
Father, even so, these, the chosen of
the Father, are raised up to walk in
newness of life, without sin unto sal-
vation.

The old man is still in sin, because
he is of the world and was created for
that purpose and never changed. (Ro-
mans 9, vs 21, 22,23) " Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the
same lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dis-
honour? What if God, willing to
shew his wrath, and to make his
power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath
fitted to distruction: and that he
might make known the riches of his
glory on the vessels of mercy, which
he hath afore prepared unto glory."
Of the same lump of clay, vessels of
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wrath and mercy created, that both
the mercy of God and the wrath of
God might be made manifest, and that
it is the sovreign work of the all wise
all powerful creator of heaven and
earth, who answers to no authority
above himself. The old man walks
after the flesh with all the vanity and
lusts that he seeks and desires, but
the new man walks after the spiritand
thereis nocondemnationto him, even
though he is made, in nature, of the
same lump; both dwelling in the same
earthly body and yet just as different
as day and night, summer and winter,
or any other opposites that you might
use to show the extreme differences.

The salvation of man, from the be-
ginning of time until the end, is the
plan wrought by God to bring forth
honour, worship and praise unto his
holy name from the vessels of mercy
afore prepared unto glory. They fell
because of the weakness and deprav-
ity of the man in nature and are saved
eternally by the grace and mercy of a
loving and caring heavenly Father;
who formed them for his own good
pleasure and as Moses said, in giving
a reason this, (Deut 7,vs 6,7,8) " For
thou art an holy people unto the
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God
hath chosen thee to be a special
peopleunto himself, above all people
that are upon the face of the earth.
The Lord did not set his love upon
you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any
people; for ye are the_fewest of all
people: But because the Lord loved
you, and because hewould keep the
oath which he had sworn unto your

fathers, hath the Lord brought you

out with a mighty hand, and re-
deemed you out of the house of
bondmen, from the house of
Pharoah king of Egypt.” This has
been true all down through time, the
Lord had promised to Abram that all
nations would be blessed in him and
therefore; he would bring his people
out of captivity whether it be in the
hands of their enemies, or the vanity
and lusts of the flesh for the things in
nature that would cause them to for-
sake God and his lovingkindness for
them. He hath indeed set them free,
free from the shackles that have bound
man from the beginning in the world
of nature and,would have ever done
so except or until the kingdom of God,
in all its glory and majesty is revealed
unto them by the new birth.

God's people are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy na-
tion, a peculiar people; that they
should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called them out of darkness
into his marvelous light. His people
are chosen for reasons known only
unto God; and surely this is the great-
est mystery of all: and it is all done in
suchawaythatall of the praise, honour
and glory is to his immaculate deity.
Praise his holy name forever and for-
ever, all ye saints of the most high
God.

In bonds of love,
Richard H. Campbell

But those who wait on the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31
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VOICES OF THE PAST

“But the salvation of the righ-
teous is of the Lord: he is their
strength in the time of trouble.”—
PSALM xxxvii. 39.

Bl IMES of trouble try the saint
- 88| of God, and they are meant to
do so; that is the very purpose why
they are sent, for “ the Lord trieth
the righteous.” Still the promise
holds good: “he is their strength in
the time of trouble.”When he breaks
up the fountains of the great deep of
sin and iniquity, he strengthens his
people that they may not be carried
away by the flood. When he hides his
face, he strengthens them to say,
“Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him.” When temptation be-
sets them sore, when they are putinto
the furnace, the Lord is with them
there, as he was with the three men
whom Nebuchadnezzar cast in. The
Son of God is there with them, so that
not a hair of their head is singed, nor
does the smell of fire pass upon them
(Dan.iii. 27). Inall their afflictions he is
afflicted, and by sharing it wilh them
supports them under it. He is thus
their strength; for he strengthens them
with strength in their soul. He enables
them to bear the weighty cross -- to
sustain the heavy load of trial and
affliction —to put their mouth in the
dust as needing and deserving his
chastising strokes, and submit to his
righteous dispensations and dealings
as plainly sent by a gracious and lov-

ing hand. And ever and anon he drops
inasustainingword, gives anencour-
aging look, bestows a soft and heal-
ing touch, and thus helps them to wait
in faith and hope until in due time he
sends full deliverance. Thus he helps
and delivers, and will do so in every
time of trouble down to their dying-
bed, when he will give them their full
and final deliverance from the body of
sin and death and a world full of inig-
uity and sorrow.

Elder J.C. Philpot

VERY MUCH ALIVE

We published an experience of Sis-
ter Velma Lawson in the Voices of the
Past in January 1998 issue.

Elder W.W. Hudson, Jr. informs us
she is very much alive.

We apologize to Sister Velma and

send our blessings.
Editors

MEETINGS

DAN RIVER
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

Y| s per precepts and examples
V& N as setforthin the written word
of God Dan River Church looked out
among themselves and recognized a
certain gift. They therefore called fora
prebytery to be formed Sunday, March
29, 1998 at 2:00 p.m. at Dan River
Primitive Baptist Church, Ruffin,N.C.,
for the purpose of examination of this
gift, brother John Collie and if found
qualified be ordained to the full work
and service of deacon.
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All Elders of our faith and order
present were invited to sit in the
presbytery and all deacons were asked
to sit together. The meeting was
opened by prayer by Elder Raymond
Goad. Elder K.R. Key was elected as
moderatorand Elder R.H. Campbell to
serve as clerk. Brother Allan Carrol
acting as spokesman for the church
delivered brother John Collie to the
presbytery.

The qualifications for deacon was
read as set forth in scriptures Paul's
epistle to Timothy 1 - 3:8 by Elder H.W.
Wray. Examinations followed by El-
ders C.B. Davis and Raymond Goad.
The presbytery being satisfied as to
the qualifications of this candidate
proceeded with the laying on of hands
and prayer was offered by C.B. Davis.
The charge was delivered to brother
John Collie by Elder J.R. Williams. He
was then delivered back to the church
as an ordained deacon.

The minutes of the work of the
presbytery were read and adopted. A
copy to be placed in the church
records, a copy to be sent to the Signs
of the Times for publication and a
copy to be given to John Collie along
with a certificate of ordination.

Presbytery was dismissed by prayer
by Elder T.J. Solomon.

Elder Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Elder Richard H. Campbell, Clerk

PROVERBS 8:11.

For wisdom is better than rubies;
and all the things that may be
desired are not to be compared to it.

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuantto the request of Town

B8 Creek Primitive Baptist
Church A Presbytery met at Town
Creek Church for the examination of
brother Joseph Holley and if found
qualified in accordance with the writ-
ten word of God at the satisfaction
and discretion of their judgment or-
dain the above mentioned to the full
work of the office of Deacon.

The solemity was begunwith Prayer
by Elder Marvin Brumfield. All Elders
of our faith and order present cons-
tituted the presbytery. Those present
were: Elder Marvin Brumfield; Elder
W. T. Conner; Elder Junior Conner;
Elder Clarence Stone; Elder Allen
Terry; Elder Raymond Goad; Elder
Leonard Brammer, Elder Lane Carter;
Elder Larry Hollandsworth.

All Deacons were asked to sit to-
gether.

The Presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Larry Hollandworth as
Moderator, and Jamie Cooper as
Clerk. Elders Leonard Brammer and
Raymond Goad were chosen to per-
form the examination of the candi-
date. Brother Jimmy Holley having
been duly appointed by Town Creek
Church in conference as spokesman
for the Church delivered Brother Jo-
seph Holley to the presbytery.

Examination was made by Elders
Leonard Brammerand Raymond Goad
using scriptural reference 1st Timo-
thy Ch. 3 - verse 8.

The presbytery being satisfied with
the examination and answers given
by the candidate adminstered the lay-
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ing on of hands with the ordination
prayer being delivered by Elder Jun-
ior Conner. The charge was delivered
to the candidate by Elders Lane Carter
and Clarence Stone using scriptural
reference 2nd Timothy; chapter 4.

The Moderator asked the church
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery, which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother Joseph Holley and
the right hand of fellowship and broth-
erhood given. The ordained Brother
was delivered back to the Church an
ordained Deacon of the Old School
Primitive Baptist Church at Town
Creek. The minutes consisting the
work of the presbytery were read and
adopted. The presbytery was dis-
missed with prayer by Elder Alan Terry.

Elder Larry Hollandsworth,
Moderator
Jamie Cooper, Clerk

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION
This is to certify that on Feb. 28,
1998 at Town Creek Primitive Baptist
Church. A Presbytery composed of
Ministers and Deacons of Old School
Primitive Baptist examined Brother
Joseph Holley and found him quali-
fied to fill the office of Deacon. The
Presbytery then proceeded by laying
on of hands with prayer. Brother Jo-
seph Holley was delivered back to the
Church an ordained Deacon of the
Primitive Baptist Church. Done by or-
der of Presbytery this 28th day of Feb-

ruary 1998.

Elder Larry Hollandsworth, Mod.
Jamie Cooper, Clerk

Ministers and Deacons present:

A Loterer

olesg oty HRlolr

_fa L
Moalf Bge
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CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR FEBRUARY 1998
L. D. Goard, VA .....ccoeveveviirerencnns $7.00
Mrs. llene Clifton, VA.....ccccceeeeeeet 2.00

Mr. & Mrs. Gayle Phillips, AL ... 10.00
Robert & Linda Thomas, AR ...... 5.00

Donald R. Arrington, NC.............. 2.00
Mrs. Patsy Mitchell, TX................ 2.00
Mrs. Rachel Green, WV .............. 2.00
Marian Meeks, NC ........ccooevciireanns 2.00
Lawrence Blair, MS.................... 10.00
Eld. Joe L. Sawyer, NC ............... 2.00
Ted & Linda McDaniel, VA.......... 7.00
Phil & Joyce Pittman, TX............ 2.00
OBITUARIES

CORNELIA BRYANT KEEL

p || €ing the only active member
o ® J| of Flat Swamp Church, itis my
duty and privilege to write this obitu-
ary.

Sister Keel was born September 20,
1902, and died May 9, 1997, after a
shortiliness. She was taken care of at
her home and | feel no one ever re-
ceived better care than she did by her
family.

She was a member of Flat Swamp
for 52 years. She was a very strong
believer of Salvation by Grace and
Grace alone. She attended church
regularly and loved to get there early
togreeteveryone with herloving smile.
Sister Keel was a strong supporter of
her church and entertained many in
her home.

| lost my parents in 1955 and 1956. |
married Sister Keel’s daughterin 1946.
Sister Keel was, to me, a mother, a
mother-in-law, and a sister in the
church. We rode many miles together
visiting churches far and near. The
conversations we had not only en-
couraged me, butmade my faith stron-
ger.

My wife and | moved across the path
from her in 1971. We did all we could
to make her later years some of the
happiest. My wife was so good to her
and tried not to let her want for any-
thing. They had a wonderful mother-
daughter relationship. For the last
several years of her life, | went to her
doorto tell her good night. She would
always tell me she loved me. A day or
two before her death, she looked up at
me and said, “There is my precious
son”. She had always told me she
loved me as a son.

Sister Keel is survived by two daugh-
ters, one son-in-law, five grandchil-
dren, six great-grand-children, and
two brothers.

Her funeral was conducted by her
pastor, Elder Joe Sawyer, in Wilkerson
Funeral Chapel.

We will miss her very much, but |
feel she is resting in that home pre-
pared for her by her Heavenly Father.
On the morning of the resurrection,
she will hear God say, “Come, your
Father calls”.

My wife, her daughter, assisted me
in writing this obituary.

Done by order of conference.

Elder Joe Sawyer, Moderator
Hassel Allen, Clerk
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LIFE’'S PATHWAY

At times, life'’s path
seems filled with things
that make the going rough,
And we wish there were
a smoother road,

Jor we feel we've had enough...
But, if we pause a moment
and remember Who's in charge,
The hills that loom ahead of us
no longer seem so large,
And every rock before us,
when we know wefTe not alone,
Becomes, not just a
stumbling block,
but one more stepping stone.

Emily Matthews

PSALM 113: 1-3.

Praise ye the Lord. Praise, O ye
servants of the Lord, praise the
name of the Lord.

Blessed be the name of the Lord
from this time forth and forever-
more.

From the rising of the sun unto
the going down of the same the
Lord’s name is to be praised.
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Elder Fred B. Neikirk

EDITORIAL

All scripture is
given by inspira-
tion of God, and is
profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof,
Jor correction, for

Woawesl  iNstructioninrigh-
teousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works. II
Timothy 3 vs. 16-17

a3l he above scripture is found in
»- 8 the apostle Paul’s second let-
terto Timothy, ayounger brother, who
the apostle referred to as his son in
the faith. He was dearly loved by Paul

and evidently the families had been
acquainted for some time, since Paul
referred to his mother and grand-
mother as sisters in the faith. In his
first epistle Paul related his calling to
the ministry, from what he was called,'
and the sudden miraculous way in
which the will of God was made known
for his life. He said that he was a
blasphemer, a persecuter and injuri-
ous, but that he obtained mercy be-
cause that he did it in ignorance and
unbelief. This is where all of the faith-
ful were, before they were quickened
into spiritual life. All flesh is in igno-
rance and unbelief regarding the
things of God and would remain in
that condition for all of their life, ex-
cept that the spirit reveals unto them
the spiritual realm, and the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.
This is why Jesus told, Nicodemus,
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God"
John 3 vs 3. "Except a man be
born of the water and the spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God". John 3 vs. 5. That which of
born of the flesh is flesh, and will
remain flesh, in ignorance and unbe-
lief, until it is born again of the spirit,
into the kingdom of God.

All of the apostle’s writings bear
witness of the care and concern for
those to whom he is writing, for their
welfare, for their prosperity in the spiri-
tual realm and it is made clear in the
first few verses of each epistle. In his
first epistle to Timothy verse two he
writes " Unto Timothy, my own son
in the faith: Grace, mercy, and
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peace, from God our Father and
Jesus Christ our Lord.” And thenin
the secondverse of the second epistle
he wrote, " To Timothy, my dearly
beloved son: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord."The apostle
was not being repetitous, but rather,
this was his constant prayerforyoung
Timothy, as he said in the next verse,
"I have remembrance of thee in
my prayers night and day."” Paul
was constantly reminding Timothy of
what it was that was keeping himin all
of his ways. In most all of his writings,
he includes a verse which says in
some wording, “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all”,
Col:4,vs 23, or “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit”. Phil. 1 vs 25. He also in-
cludes wording in the beginning of
each epistle stating his reason and
authority for writing them, such as,
“Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ,
by the commandment of God our
savior, and Lord Jesus Christ”. 1
Timothy 1 vs 1, or “Paul a servant
of God, and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, according to the faith of
God’s elect”. Tit. 1 vs 1.Inall of his
writings he is careful to never pre-
sume to claim any credit himself or
infer that it is of the natural wisdom of
the flesh that these truths are known.

This is a characteristic that is mani-
fested inthe lives and conversation of
all of God’s children as they commu-
nicate with their brethren of their ex-
periences; they are careful to never
claim any part in the working out of
their own salvation. They realize from

whence it comes, and so their heart
goes out to others who speak of their
common salvation and they are closer
to them than a brother in nature, or
any kinsman in the flesh. | believe that
this is true in the lives of all of the
elect, they have remembrance of each
other in their prayers night and day. It
does not mean that they pray con-
stantly for each other, but they do pray
daily, whether in formal prayer when
called on or just in the groanings of
the heart, with words that cannot be
uttered orexpressed and these prayers
are for themselves and the whole
household of faith; because they can-
notseparate their brethren, from them-
selves intheir prayers, andtheirhopes.
There is s special love that all have for
their brethrenthat they do nothave for
others, even theirfamilies in theflesh,
for remember, the ties in nature are
just for this time world, but the love
that they have for the household of
faith and spiritual things is for time
and eternity. | realize that this would
not make sense to the man in nature,
but it is true, they don’t have to try to
love their brethren, it is just there, and
it is as much a part of their faith and
their hope in God as anything else.
Their love for the household of faith is
inseperable from their love for God,
for they love them because they have
shown evidence that God loves them
also.

The apostle Paul, warned Timothy
of the afflictions that would abide him
in his ministry, that in the latter times
some would depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of the devils; and speaking
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lies and teaching things contrary to
the scriptures and from such to be-
ware. He told him to refuse profane
and old wives fables and to not strive
about words to no profit, but to follow
after those things that he had been
taught of God, and to continue in the
things which he had learned and been
assured of, knowing of whom he had
learned them. Paul told him that there
would come in the latter days, men
who would be lovers of self, cove-
teous, boasters, having a form of god-
liness but denying the power thereof,
and from such to turn away and have
no fellowship for them. As John wrote
1st John Ch vs 1 “Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out
in the world” I John 4 vs 1, if this
was true in the days of the apostles,
how much moreso today; or as Jesus

said, “For ifthey do these thingsin

a green tree, whatshallbedonein
the dry.” Luke 23 vs 31

| have heard of those whose experi-
ence differs from others and who ques-
tion their experience to a point be-
cause that they had no sudden mi-
raculous change in their lives. They
said that they had always believed
what they believe now. This seemed
to be Timothy’s travels, since Paul,
speaking of Timothy said "And that
Jrom a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.”" 2 Timothy 3 vs 5. It matters,
not how the knowledge comes, but
that it comes from God and is the

truth. All of the Apostles experiences
differed, and they expressed the oc-
currences in the life of Jesus differ-
ently, but they all fellowshipped one
another because the lesson learned
was from the same source and the
difference in the way they recorded an
experience did not change the truth.
The power and effectiveness of the
calling was notthe results of anything
that they had done personally, but
rather, as Paul said.” by the revelation
of Jesus Christ”. “One man esteem-
eth one day above another: an-
other esteemeth every day alike.
Let every man be fully presuaded
in his own mind" Romans 14 vs 5
and let him act upon that persuasion,
trusting that it is God's special gift to
him. All men receive not the same gift,
but receive gifts according to the
measure of the gift of Christ and as
Paul wrote to the Colossians, “ As ye
have thereforereceived ChristJesus,
so walk ye in him.” Col. 2 vs 6.
When Paul told Timothy that he had
known the scripture from a youth, he
then stated the above scripture, Al
scripture (all truth) is give by the inspi-
ration of God and is profitable for
doctrine, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness. The youngest
receive the same instruction, in righ-
teousness, as the oldest, and under-
stands the same doctrine and faith as
the older. It is not the qualifications of
the receiver that make the revelation
effective, but the power of the sender.
When Paul besought the Lord to re-
move the thorn in the flesh, God said,
my grace is sufficient for thee: for my
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strength is made perfectin weakness.
|don’tunderstand that it was the weak-
ness of Paul thatenabled the power of
the Lord to be effective, but rather, the
weakness of Paul made him acknowl-
edge and realize that it was all of God,
and to see the perfection in the work
of God and to know that power was
not of himself. The thorn in the flesh
was the doubts and fears in Paul that
made him question his own experi-
ence and knowledge, because noth-
ing would cause this but the messen-
ger of satan going up and down in the
earth to tempt man and create those
doubts in the mind of the children of
God. These things are but part of
God'’s plan to prove and try his chil-
dren, not to prove it to God, but to the
individual, part of the all things that
work together for good to them that
love God, tothem thatare called by his
grace.

All scripture is to the man of God,
not to the world in general, that he
may know the truth, be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
works. How about that, furnished unto
all good works, There is a duty laid
upon man to perform good works, not
as the world teaches, (works of the
creature), but the truth inspires them
to desire to emulate their Lord and
master and make manifest unto their
brethren that they have indeed been
born into the family of God. The mark
ofthe child of God is that they love one
another;love always manifests itself
in demonstrating that feeling in every-
thing that they do. The reason thatyou
will hear them say that they dont know
ifthey have ever done any good works

is, that anything that is done from the
motivaion of love, is not work, as the
old adage goes, get into a profession
that you love, and you will never have
to work a day in your life. The scrip-
tures aretoteach God’s peopletolove
one another with a love that would
cause them to lay down their life for
their brethren, if required. They will
come back with the statement, “Oh I
couldn’t do that,”, but brethren if it
is required, the strength and determi-
nation will be given at the right time.
God never gives a supply of courage
or faith for you to use at will, but gives
it when needed, that the praise and
honorwill be ascribed unto him,where
it belongs, and the creature will never
claim any credit for they were just as
surprised an everyone else at what
they did.

The apostle’s charge to this young
elder is something that Timothy could
not have done of himself: it was that
he was to preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine.lam fairly surethat when
Timothy read this letter he said, "O, I
couldn’tdo that"and he would have
been right, he could not have done
that, butby the grace of God, he could,
and he did according to the scrip-
tures, because he went on in his min-
istry and was the first bishop of the
church of the Ephesians. The apostle
Paul went on to tell Timothy that the
time would come when they would
not endure sound doctrine, but he did
not tell him to quit when they did not
hear him. The world, in general has
never accepted the doctrine of God
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and they never will; because it is not
to them, it is to those who were cho-
sen in Christ before the foundation of
the world and they will hear it. In this
day and age this condition certainly
exists and we fear for the welfare of
the church but the church has never
been any bigger, or smaller, than it is
right now the church is the called out,
from the beginning of time until the
end of time. In this day the world has
indeed turned their ears from the truth
and are turned unto fables, they teach
for doctrine the commandments of
men, psychology, philosophy and
fables designed to entertainthe minds
of menand lullthem into afalse sense
of security, thinking, as Paul did be-
fore his conversion, that he was work-
ing the works of God. This is not a
random progression of nature: itis by
design and the designer is God, and
he is declaring it back in Timothy’s
day thatwe, in this day, may know that
it is of God.

The apostie Paul, after all of the
instructions, admonishing and wise
counsel that he gave Timothy, told
him to “Consider what I say; and
the Lord give thee understanding
in all things.” He knew that he could
not cause Timothy to do all of the
things he told him of, but left him with
the admonition to look to God for help
and guidance in all things, for that
was where the wisdom originated for
all the saints of God, whether minis-
ter, deacon lay member or whatever
their calling might be. This is some-
thing that all of the sheep know, they
may discuss the subjects pro and con
but they all look to the shepherd for

leadership, guidance and protection
from the evils of this present world,
for they could never overcome them
of themselves. What a wonderful love
Paul had for Timothy, it is beautiful to
see, but it is even more beautiful to
experience, and all that have been
called and saved with a holy calling
know this from theirtravels in this low
ground of sin and sorrow, and have
experienced this love and fellowship
for those of like precious faith.

May the God of all grace, bless this
to the comfort and peace of all of his
children, and may they see evidences
of these blessed truths in their jour-
ney of life. May he continue to lead
them, as one elder often says in his
prayer,in the fear of his holy name and
the comfort of his holy spirit. May he
indeed lead us all in the fear of his holy
name and in the comfort of his holy
spirit and with the inspiration that will
make us perfect before him in love, in
the name of our Lord and savior Jesus
Christ.

In bonds of love,
Elder Richard H. Campbell

PSALM 100.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all
ye lands.

Serve the Lord with gladness: come
before his presence with singing.

Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is
he that hath made us, and not we
ourselves; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiv-
ing, and into his courts with praise: be
thankfulunto him, and bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his truth endureth to
all generations.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Tuesday, February 17, 1998
Dear Sister Clifton,

Bl | felt to write a note to you
Bl | since our talk the other night
as it seemed | was not satisfied - | just
desired so much that we could con-
tinue to talk about the goodness and
mercy of our God, but words fail me. |
am not worthy to take your time but
often as | dash to and fro, | feel such
love for you and wish we could meet
together and talk of our Heavenly
Father’s mercy to poor sinners.

So much of my time | grope in dark-
ness for days desiring to write a word
of praise to God, but darkness covers
my heart and soul. | wonder if | ever
knew the mercy or kindness of the
Lamb - and yet if He had never shown
me His mercy, why would | be so
miserable now?

Many are the times | feel | am a
complete loss, entirely forsaken by
God. But few are the times, and won-
derful they are when | feel He did pass
my way and smiled upon me and |
rejoiced in the loving mercy of Jesus.
His presence is all | need to make all
things well. For a little while it causes
me to forget the cast down feeling and
makes me to rejoice once again over
and over in the beauty of my earliest
love - when | was first drawn to Him, if
not deceived, | thought all could be
told in beautiful colors, but how mis-
taken lwas. Jesus said; “Noman can

come unto me except the Father
which sent me, draw him.”lfl have
willingly received the grace of God, it
is because God in His love and mercy
made me willing in the day of His
power. If | am living a christian life
(and | am so afraid I’'m not) it is be-
cause itis God working in me both the
will and do of His own good pleasure.
If | have resisted temptation of this
world it is because of God’s grace. If
| have loved Him it is because He first
loved me. If the love of God is in my
heart it is because He put it there. If |
am ever permitted to sing the song of
the redeemed with the glorified Saints
above, it will be the effect of being
chosen in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world.

I wonder if | truly know the language
of Paul “By the grace of God I am
whatIam.” | hopeldo.lhopelhave
the true desire to walk in that way, the
highway of life that leads back to the
Father’s house. | feel | have seen the
strong arm of God who picked me up
out of the waste-howling wilderness
and put my feet in the way | should go
and established my goings. Where oh
where would | be found if God did not
direct my steps and had not put me in
the way! | shudder to think. The way is
none other than his Son who is the
way, the truth, and the life. He feeds
the children with the Holy manna all
the days of their journey here. He
allows them to drink of the water, that
in so doing they live forever. Oh that
great river that flows from the great
fountain. No wonder we feel to sing
‘““Amazing Grace’ when we are given
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to look with beauty to that river of
water where the Tree of Life stands.

I do hope | have not wearied you and
that I’'ve said nothing that would not
be “thus sayeth the Lord.”| do love
the dear Saints of God and desire so
much to hear them talk of The Mercy
and Goodness of Him whom my soul
loves. I’'m unable to meet with them
and my heart almost breaks some-
times as this is my meat and drink. My
Lord, if not deceived, knows what is
best for me.

My dear one is resting at the mo-
ment, so I’'ve had a few minutes to
“talk” toyou.

| want to say again | did enjoy your

story of your life'so very much. It has
been read and re-read many times as
has the precious Book. May | share
the story of your life with Garlin and
Claudine (Brother and Sister
Blankenship of Martinsville)? | did
appreciate Brother Shelor sharing with
me.
I must stop this - and know that for
Christ’s sake | love you. If we don’t
meet in this life, may we meet in that
better world.

A poor little nobody,
Rlee B. Houchins

ISAIAH 41:10.

Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am
thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand
of my righteousness.

April 13, 1998

Elder Kenneth Key
721 Willard St.
Greensboro, NC 27405

Dear Elder Key:

@il esterday | visited The First
®=-88| Primitive Baptist Church of
Memphls on Arthur Rd. with my fam-
ily. We were blessed to hear an inspir-
ing sermon, a sermon that lifted up
the church and the name of Christ.
Enclosed is a check for a subscrip-
tion to the Signs of the Times. | look
forward to receiving a copy soon.

In Christian Love,
Howard Case

2516 Mimosa Tree Dr.
Germantown, Tn. 38138

ARTICLES

April 18, 1998

al| o know just what the nature
23| of fleshly mainis like; It seems
hke, it is being too kind a remark of
him; to just say; he is a sinner. When
his very (hard and stony) heart, is
deceitful above all things. When he
has an hatred; for all That is Holy and
true; and loves the lie; he is full of self
pride, and is ready and willing to shed
human blood, for both pleasure, and
worldly riches; his hunger and thirst
for more and more of worldly things,
ceases not; from birth unto death; his
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greed is so great, had he the whole

world, he still would want another,
and more. When given to see man-
kind, as he is; in his and her own
fleshly nature; gives cause, for one to
stop wondering why; there exists an
eternal ever burning hell; and begin to
seewhy, man of himself, is completely
incapable; of performing even one
thing, thatis good, in the sight of God;
in either thought, word or action, of
which, does fully demonstrate that
fact of pure truth; That man has never
(on his own), loaned a hand, nor lifted
one finger; in the aide of any soul, to
reach heaven and immortal glory. But
instead; have all sinned, and come
short, of the glory of God.

And therefore; if all mankind’s wor-
thiness were weighed and measured;
in accord with their own deeds: then,
every one (save Jesus Christ) would
be cast into the ever burning hell, or
lake of fire; to remain and suffer for-
ever:

And but for the FREE grace of God,
being applied, on behalf of a Rem-
nant; hell, would be the eternal stay;
forus every one; When this time world
shall be no more.

Dear Brethren; it is by reason of my
feelings; that those above remarks,
concerning mankind; to be their own
fleshly selves nature or condition; is
the reason | give; as to why | dwell, as
much as | do; upon man, in and of his
own fleshly self; being undeserving
and unworthy; of any praise or honor;
for any good thing; which were ever
performed, THROUGH him; not BY
him; of himself. For such is impos-
sible.

Remember?; “God” who cannotlie;
inlooking down upon mankind (which
includes us every one) said; | find
none good, no not one. Therefore, |
feel bound to accept that to include,
not only this poor sinner; but also,
every one to every be born of woman.
(save Christ Jesus the Lord):

Yes, tenthousand times Yes; among
all the names ever named, both in
heaven or among the inhabitants of
the earth, His, is the only name, could
ever be deserving or worthy, of any
and all praise, honor and glory; both
now and forever more.

It is impossible; to render praise
unto man, of himself; for the perform-
ing of good, as be good in the sight of
“God’’; without also, at the same time;
not only honoring the flesh; but also,
dishonoring the name of the “Lord
God.” For after all, He is the one and
only Giver, of every good and perfect
gift.

Just as it is impossible; to praise
“God’’; exceptalso, dishonoring man,
in his flesh; at the same time. For God
is worthy of all honor. While the flesh,
is worthy, of all dishonor. For the
nature of their ways; are as opposite
from each other; as is heaven above;
from hell below. Or, as is truth; the
opposite, of the lie. Up, from down; or
Light, from darkness. To the chosen,
born again, children of “God’’; in His
completeness; is, God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Or
the inseparable, three in One com-
pleteness; of the true and ever living
“God” of all grace and mercy; power
and dominion; overand aboveallelse,
to ever exist, in all everlasting eter-
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nity. And it is ‘only’ through and by
Him; all things do consist or exist.
And | do desire, a thankful heart; that
no member of human kind; ever had
any hand, in it so being.

The mysteries of Providence
Lioyds, No. 305 C.M.
1. God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

2. Deep in unfathomable mines

Of never failing skill,

He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.

3. Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
take,

The clouds you so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break

In blessings on your head.

4. Judge notthe Lord by feeble sense
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning Providence

He hides a smiling face.

5. His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

6. Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his works in vain;
God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

Troy G. Shepard

VOICES OF THE PAST

NATURAL LIFE
AND SPIRITUAL LIFE.

‘ OME reflections have been

) I] in our mind of late concern-
ing two or three matters of which we
have heard much said in years past,
and of these it may be profitable to say
a few words. One question is this:
What life did Adam forfeit when he
trangressed the law of God in the
garden? It appears to us that the
apostle has settled this matter by say-
ing, “The first man Adam was
made a living soul; the last Adam
was made a quickening spirit.”
And again, That which is first is natu-
ral, afterward that which is spiritual. “
The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the
Lord from heaven.” It seems clear
from this testimony thatthe first Adam
did not possess spiritual life, but only
natural. In his created state he was not
a partaker of the divine nature. ltseems
then incontrovertible that he had no
other life to forfeit than natural life,
and this life was all that could be
demanded of him because of his trans-
gression. This penalty has been en-
acted of all the human race save those
two who were translated by faith that
they did not see death. This life all
must lay down, and that because of
sin; and so we read, “As by one man
sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have
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sinned.” This sentence was passed
upon all men, the elect and the
nonelect alike. The children of God
“were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others.” These "oth-
ers' are those who are notincluded in
the covenant of grace. “All have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.” Paul says there is no
difference among men, either Jew or
Gentile, sofaras this sinand condem-
nation are concerned; therefore, in-
fants and aged men of all conditions
and classes of life die. We need no
other proof that sin is everywhere
than the fact that death is everywhere.
When men die it is because they are
dead, first of all, in sin. The expres-
sion, “ In theday thou eatest there-
of thou shalt surely die,” in the
original Hebrew is more forcibly ex-
pressed, as will be seen in the margin
of most large Bibles, “ Dying thou
shalt die,” and this seems to us to
involve the awful truth of that death in
sin and death to God which brings
about this other death which must
come to all men some day. It does not
seem correct to say that Christ, as our
life, was involved in the transgres-
sion. This eternal life which is spiri-
tual and holy, and which is said by the
apostle to be “ Christ in you; the
hope of glory,” Adam did not pos-
sess in his creation,and consequently
this life was not demanded of him, and
he could not forfeit it. Whatever life
belonged to Adam, our first parent, is
that life of which all his descendents
partake. Had Adam possessed spiri-
tual life as a creature all men would
also have been possessed of it as

creatures. Adam did possess natural
life, and all his descendents are also
in possession of it. In this life all men,
elect and nonelect, share, as said be-
fore. Some men and women dead in
sin, even as others, were, before the
world was, chosen in Christ unto sal-
vation. This was because it so seemed
good in the sight of God; there is no
other reason than this to be given. For
these men and women Christ died
upon the cross of Calvary. In order to
thus die, the Just for the unjust, he
took not on him the nature of angels,
but the seed of Abraham, and was
foundin fashion as aman. He was that
Word made flesh, and dwelt among
men. Thus only could he bear the sins
of his people and die for them that
they might live.

Jesus laid down his life; he had
power to lay it down, and power to
take it again; no other man ever had
this power. The Lord did not lay down
his divine life, and the divine nature
was not crucified upon the tree of the
cross, but, as the man, our fellow, he
died, laying down that very life for us
which the law demanded of us in our
first parents in the garden. Thus he
paid all the debt which his people
owed, andforeverdelivered them from
bondage and from the fear of death.
Now the way is blessedly opened for
him to ascend on high and receive
gifts for men, even the rebellious, that
the Lord God might dwellamong them.
These gifts are allembraced inthe one
gift of eternal life. No man ever pos-
sesses this life until he receives it
through the in-dwelling of the Spirit.
What Adam did not possess by cre-
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ation, the chosen of God now come
into the possession of through the
finished work of the dear Redeemer.
“ The gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The chosen vessels of mercy were
given in the covenant of promise to
Christ, and Christ was given to them
inthe same covenant, and as the prom-
ise given to Abraham could not be
disannulled by the law of Moses, so
this everlasting covenant given us in
Christ could notbe disannulled by the
law given to Adam. Christ came to die
for his own elect ones. All men had
sinned and fallen in Adam, but Christ
came to redeem the chosen, the elect,
from death and sin. The same penalty
rested upon all men, but Jesus bore
the penalty for his own; the nonelect
are left abiding in death forever. Here
we behold, as said the apostle, ‘ the
goodness and servity of God.” This is
presented by the apostle in Romans
ix: “ What if God, willing’ to show
his wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath
fitted to destruction: and that he
might make known the riches of
his glory on the vessels of mercy,
which he had afore prepared unto
glory.”

It has been sometimes incorrectly
said that the life of the church was
demanded, and that as Christ is de-
clared to be that life, therefore the law
demanded of the church that she
should lay down this life; but this
could not be correct, because Christ
and his people can never be sepa-
rated. If then, that life which is Christ

Jesus himself, was demanded of the
people of God, or the church, then
they and that life must be separated,
or, in other words, they must lay down
that life and be without it. But we have
before shown that eternal life was not
forfeited inthetransgression, because
Adam did not by creation possess that
life. Christ, was not by creation the life
of ourfirst father; he was not the life of
manin ‘man’s creationin any sense of
the word. That man in whom Christ
dwells, and of whom he is the life, can
never be called upon by any trans-
gression to yield it up; itis eternal life
and not temporal. Life itself does not
die, but we who lose our life are said
to die when that life is separated from
us. Christ laid down no other life than
that which was demanded of men on
account of the transgression; and by
his death the chosen vessels of mercy
were redeemed from death and made
the recipients of that eternal life which
was not theirs until it was given them
in the new and everlasting covenant
of grace. :

The word “quicken,” or ‘“‘quick-
ened,” isacommonword in the Bible,
both in the Old and New Testament
Scriptures, and as it is an important
word it has seemed to us most impor-
tant that we understand its meaning.
This isalsotrue ofall Bible words. The
Holy Spirit has chosen right words to
express his mind, and holy men who
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost were not allowed to make any
mistake in the use of words. We in-
deed may mistake their meaning by
carelessly reading them, or by giving
to them as we read them the meaning
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which has become attached to them
by common use among us, which
however may not be the meaning they
originally had. This is true of this word
‘“ quicken.” It possesses a definite
meaning in the Bible; in our common
use of it in our every day life it has
come to have a lesser meaning, very
far short of its signification in the
word. We are not finding fault with
this, but only desiring to call attention
to the strict and definite use of itin the
scriptures. The original Hebrew word
translated ‘‘ quicken,” in the Old Tes-
tament, and the original Greek word
translated by the same word in the

New Testament, possesses a primary

and a secondary meaning. In both
Testaments the word means ‘ to give
life ““ or ““ to maintain life that has been
given.” In the Old Testament the
psalmist often speaks of having been
quickened, and prays for quickening
at the hand of the Lord. In these last
. hamed places he evidently uses the
word in the sense of preserving alive
his interest in spiritual things. In the
New Testament the word “ quicken,”
or ‘ quickened,” or ‘‘quickening,” is
used eleven times. In almost all these
places the word signifies giving life,
or causing to live. In all these places
that which is quickened is presented
as having been dead. In one or two
places the secondary meaning of *
keeping alive ‘‘ that which has been
made to live may also be included in
the word, but even in these instances
the meaning of giving life to the dead
is included primarily. So we read, “As
the Father raiseth up the dead,
and quickeneth them; even so the

Son quickeneth whom he will;” “it
isthespiritthatquickeneth;” “ who
quickeneth the dead ;” “ shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you;” “that
which thou sowest is not quick-
ened, except it die ;” “ the last
Adam was made a quickening
spirit ;” “ who quickeneth all
things;” “quickened by the Spirit;”
“ hath quickened us together with
Christ ;” you “ hath he quickened
together with him.” It will be seen at
once thatin nearly all these scriptures
the word must signify to give lifeto the
dead, or the power of giving this life;
and even when it may be understood
in the secondary meaning the first
meaning is necessarily involved.
Inmost places whichwe have quoted
it will be seen that the word applies to
the work of the new birth, or the mak-
ingalive ofthose whowere deadinsin
and to God. In three instances, how-
ever, reference is made to the making
alive of the dead who were dead liter-
ally. This is true of the language in
John v. 21: “As the Father raiseth
up the dead.” Also 1 Cor. xv. 36,
where the apostle declares that seed
sown by men must die to be raised
from the dead again in the new and
glorious form of the plant or tree. Also
in 1 Peter iii. 18, the Lord himself is
spoken of as being made alive from
the dead in his resurrection. Thus it
will be seen that the word applies to
what we call the new birth, and also to
the raising up of the dead from their
graves. In both cases it retains its full
meaning of ‘“causing to live.” In Ro-
mans viii. 11, the apostie says that if
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the Spirit of Christ dwells in us it shall
also quicken our mortal bodies, or
rather that God shall quicken them by
his Spirit which dwells in us. Paul had
just said, “ If Christ be in you, the
body is dead because of sin; but
the Spirit is life because of righ-
teousness.” The body has been dead
all the time of our life, and even after
the indwelling of Christ it is indeed
still dead. This is as true of the aged
saint as of the child in grace. All the
warfare of all the years of this mortal
life continues to prove thatthe body is
still dead, and this will continue to be
true to the end. The believer of fifty
years experience must still unite with
the babe in Christ and say, My body is
dead because of sin. One can say, My
body has been controlled, keptin sub-
jection and made to walk in the way of
uprightness in some measure through
grace, sin has not had dominion over
it, but it is still a dead body because of
sin. The Spirit has compelled my feet
to go to the house of God, and my
hands to minister to the disciples of
the Lord, and my tongue to sing the
praises of God, but still my body is
dead. This takes in all that may be
included in the word body; but the
apostle says it shall be quickened by
the Spirit which dwells in it, for he has
just said, “ The Spirit is life.” It is
not merely living, but it is life itself.
This is the glorious hope based upon
the promise of God given to all believ-
ers.

Elder F. A. Chick

JAMES 1: 16-18.

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

Every good gift and every per-
Jectgiftis from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.

Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of his crea-
tures.

JOHN V. 40.

"And ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life.”

ur Lord was in discussion

| with the Jews, who pro-
fessed a sacred regard for the Scrip-
tures of the Old Testament, and for all
the requisitions of the law which was
given to their fathers; but they re-
jected Christas the true Messiah which
was to come. They had charged him
with a desecration of their Sabbath
day. Christ asserted his power not
only to heal the sick, but also to raise
the dead, and judge the world, and
claimed that his honor and glory was
identical with that of his Father, so
that he that honoreth not the Son
honoreth notthe Father, for heand the
Father are one. He also referred them
to the testimony that his Father bore
of him, and to the testimony of John,
and the works which he wrought, and
finally to the Scriptures onwhich they
professed to rely as the infallible truth
of God, and in the preceding verse, he
said to the Jews, “Search the Scrip-
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tures; for in them ye think ye have
eternallife: and they are theywhich
testify of me. And ye will not come
unto me that ye might have life.”
From this Scripture and its connec-
tion, as well as from all other parts of
the Scriptures, we are clearly taught
that no external evidence presented
to the natural intellect of man, can
possibly make men savingly ac-
quainted with our Lord Jesus Christ,
as the Son of God, and the only Savior
of lost, helpless sinners. These Jews
were exalted to heaven in regard to
their opportunities, and, as he had
frequently re-minded them, they had
been more highly favored in regard to
external evidence than any other na-
tion or people under heaven. To them
pertained the giving of the law; to
them the Scriptures were given; to
them all the prophets had been sent;
to them John the Baptist had come in
the Spiritand inthe power of Elijah. To
their shepherds the angelic messen-
gers had brought down from heaven
the news of his wonderful birth in
Bethlehem; to them he had personally
come in the flesh, in precise agree-
ment with all the predictions of their
prophets, and in harmony with all the
types and shadows of their law. In
their hearing he had spoken as never
man spake, preached as never man
preached; in their presence he had
healed the sick, cast out devils, raised
the dead, and performed many won-
derful works; but with all this mighty
array of testimony before their eyes,
they could not regard him in his true
character, as the fountain and source
of life and immortality, or they would

come to him for life, instead of seek-
ing to be justified by their own works.
If these Jews, with all the testimony
which was presented to their natural
understanding, were still destitute of
saving faith in him, how preposterous
that Gentile sinners, with more lim-
ited opportunities, should become
more savingly acquainted with him,
as the true God, and eternal Life, with-
outaspecial revelation of him to them
as such, by the Father. “No man
knoweth the Son but the Father,
and he to whom the Father will
reveal him.” These Jews, as we see,
were as destitute of will as they were
of power to come to Jesus for life, for
they neither possessed the ability or
disposition to look to him for life and
salvation. As to their will, they thought
they had eternal life secured to them
in the Scriptures, inasmuch as they
understood the Scriptures to signify
that salvation was of the Jews, and
like all Arminiams of every other age,
their will was enlisted in the vain hope
of being justified by the deeds of the
law, and to inherit eternal life as a
consideration for works of righteous-
ness which they had done, orintended
to do. Therefore they had no disposi-
tion, inclination, desire or will to look
to him, or come to him, that they might
have life. Another evidence that they
had not the will was, they did not
believe that he had power to give
eternal life to any of the children of
men; for they did not believe on him as
the Son of God. Furthermore, they
saw no necessity of coming to him for
life, as he had just told them, they
thought they had eternal life in the
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Scriptures. They had mistaken that
temporal life, which was promised to
the children of Israel on condition of
their obedience to the law, for eternal
life, and claimed that they were
Abraham’s children, and never in
bondage, and hence they spurned the
idea of being made free. The reason
why they had not the will to come to
him for life, is very clearly stated in the
thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth verses
of this chapter. Speaking of the Father
who had sent him, and who had borne
witness of him, he said to them, “Ye
have not heard his voice at any
time, nor seen his shape. And ye
have not his word abiding in you,
Jor whom he hath sent, him ye
believe not.” They could have no will
to come to Jesus, as the only Savior,
unless God worked in them, both to
will and to do of his good pleasure.
We are aware that many are taught
thatsinners, inastate of unregeneracy,
are only deficient in their inclination,
and that if by moral suasion their natu-
ralminds could be convinced by argu-
ment, or otherwise, that it would be to
their interest to come to Christ, their
wills would yield, and there would be
no other impediment in their way. Al-
lowing this theory to be true, there
would be no need of a Christ to save
a sinner at all. Every intelligent being
knows that the human will of man is
accessible to the power of man; and if
nothing more were required than a
change of will, the selfishness of man
may be successfully appealed to by
the eloquence of revivalists, and their
carnal will enlisted to be happy here
and hereafter, and if this were all the

difficulty, the work would then be done.
But this idea conflicts not only with
the Scriptures, but also with the expe-
rience of every quickened sinner. Ev-
ery subject of grace will testify that
when their blind eyes were opened to
discover their sinful state, they were
not only willing, but would have given
worlds, ifthey possessed them, to see
a way possible for them to be saved
without a sacrifice of the justice and
truth of God. This is what filled them
with deep despair, not that they were
unwilling to be saved; but that there
were impediments in the way which
none but God was able to remove.
They knew thatthey could not be saved
in their sins, and the knew not how
they could be saved from their sins.
Nor could this difficulty be removed
from them, until Christ was revealed
to them as their Savior. They then felt
they knew, and they confessed that
their salvation was wholly of the Lord,
from first to last, that it was not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God who sheweth mercy. But to
settle this point eternally, Christ has
declared, “No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent
me draw him; and I will raise him
up at the last day.”— John vi. 44.
The caviling of Arminians, that the
Father draws every one of the human
family, is silenced by the declaration
that Christ will raise him up at the last
day all that are drawn by the Father to
him. And in the thirty-seventh verse of
this same chapter he says, “All that
the Father givethme shall come to
me: and he that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out.” This
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settles the matter effectually and for-
ever. The emphatic testimony of Christ
himself is an end of all controversy
with all who fear God. We cannot
honor the Father except we honor the
Son, and certainly cannot honor the
Sonif we believe not his testimony on
this, as well as on all other subjects.
That all unregenerate men are des-
titute of a will to come to Christ that
they might have life, is certain from
the testimony of the Scriptures, espe-
cially from the words of the Savior
himself, and the reason why they are
destitute of the will, is because his
word abideth not in them; and the
reason why his word abideth not in
them is, because they are not “Born
again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth
Jorever.”—1 Peteri. 23. And, “Who-
soever is born of God doth not
commitsin; for his seed remaineth
in him: and he cannot sin, be-
cause he is born of God.”—1 John
iii. 9. “Of his own will begat he us,
with theword of truth.”—Jamesi.
18. The testimony is not, That of our
own will begat he us, by the word of
our power. Butitis justas our blessed
Redeemer has said, “It is the Spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profit-
eth nothing; thewords thatIspeak
unto you, they are spirit, and they
are life.”—John vi. 63. “For as the
Father raiseth up the dead, and
quickeneth them; even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will.”—John
v. 21. Here we have, in this last pas-
sage, an illustration of the manner in
which the Son of God quickeneth

whom he will. How does the Father
raise the dead? Does he wait until the
dead are willing to come to him for
life? Does he promise to the slumber-
ing tenants of the graves, that if they
are willing he will raise them and
quicken, or give them life? Certainly
not. “The Lord shall descend from
heaven with a shout, [not with a
proposition, a proffer, or an invi-
tation, but] with the voice of the
arch-angel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first.”—1 Thess. iv. 16. “We
shall allbechanged, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be
raised.”—1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. “Even
so,” or exactly so, precisely so, “the
Son quickeneth whom he will.”
Will-worshipers, free-agents, and all
Arminians, in whom the word of life
does not abide, may, with the Jews,
rage and blaspheme, but helpless sin-
ners saved by grace, will exclaim in
the fullness of their enraptured spirit,
“Great and marvelous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just
and true are all thy ways, thou
King of saints.” “We give thee
thanks, O Lord God Almighty;
which art, and wast, and art to
come; because thou hast taken to
thee thy great power, and hast
reigned.” - Rev. xv. 3, & xi. 17.

Middletown, N.Y., June 1, 1855.

Elder Gilbert Beebe




138

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

January 1947

“In whom also we have obtained
an inheritance, being predesti-
nated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will.” Eph.
1:11.

pi| o write on this particular pas-
e M| sage of scripture is to cut out
a part of one continuous sentence. To
my mind that is where isms are born,
thatis why and from where we have so
many wranglings. Itis notintended as
a rebuke to the inquirers, but only to
show how impossible itis to take part
of a sentence or scripture and tell the
full meaning.

In this chapter the children of God
are described as being blessed with
all spiritual blessings. These are not
hinged on conditions, but are as un-
conditional and according (even as,
like) as he has chosen us in him. Atthe
same time and in the same way we
were predestinated unto the adoption
of Jesus. That came by Jesus Christ,
freely, and like unto the choice that
made us heirs. It was and is to the
praise of his grace. In that grace he
has made us accepted in the beloved.
In him we have redemption through
his shed blood, according (by) to the
riches of his grace. Not apart from nor
atalater date, butatthe sametimeand
out of the same good pleasure of his
will we had the mystery of his will
made known to us. This was all done
that in the dispensation of the fulness
of times he might gather together in
one allthings in Christ, bothwhich are

in heaven, and which are on earth,
even in him.

Now to the text. It is a great text for
poorbankrupt sinners to contemplate.
Just now let me ask you to get your
Book and read what has gone before.
Take note, as you read, what the Lord
has done. Linger on in sweet medita-
tion (Ps. 104:34) at who is the benefi-
ciary of all this. Too, may the Spirit of
God give you to see that you did not
have any part in the whole thing. God
does not withhold anything from that
gloriously bedecked woman, who is
the bride of his only begotten. (Ps.
84:11). What has gone before is alright.
We, if indeed we know him, have so
much from the goodness, grace and
providence of God. It all flows out
from the eternal purpose of an all-
wise God. Thus the promise or the
condition of God’s childreninthe text.
This is not something that they must
earn. The subject matter is not
changed. It is not a change from what
God does to what the creature cando.
It does not say, as we often hear from
our neighbors, that God has done all
he can do and thatthe balanceis upto
us. No, not that! Our gospel is conso-
lation, comfort, food, rest, peace, good
news. Works and grace cannot be
mixed in order to harmonize a thing.
Therewould notbe harmony in preach-
ing part of it by God, the Creator, who
is holy and righteous in every concep-
tion of him, and part by the creature,
who is unholy and sinful in every
sense. But this is a part of the whole
that God has done. This is the work of
the Great High Priest, who is a minis-
ter of the sanctuary and of the true



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

139

tabernacle that God pitched and not
man. (Heb. 8:2). This ‘“pitching’’ of the
tabernacle means that God joined it
together systematically (Eph. 4:16;
Col. 2:19); united them into a glorious
body without spot, wrinkle orany such
thing, (John 10:16; Isa. 33:20; Job
14:5) and fixed it in such a way that
everything comes to pass for the car-
rying on to completion of the work of
God. (Isaa. 46:10; Acts 17:26). It is my
desire that every child of God notice
that little word, also. It has a world of
meaning in it. It is the blessed assur-
ance that there are yet grander and
better things in store for the elect
family. Everything (and it is plenty,
enough) has come from God. But this
new delight ‘‘also’’ comes from him. It
is in him ““also’ that we have obtained
an inheritance. It is not by anything
that we have done, or can do, or ought
to have done. In that case the word
‘“also” would be equivocal and am-
biguous, and having the conception
of God that | hope to have. | do not
believe thathe would use bad or doubt-
ful language. But let us go on to per-
fection, (2 Cor. 13:9; Heb. 6:1) and
there is not any outside of Christ. (1
Peter 5:10) This is obtained in him.
Now some say we must do something
to get into him and his kingdom, and
then continue to stay there, but these
do errinvision (Isa. 28:7), and in faith
(1 Tim. 6:10), and in knowledge (Mat.
22:29). But we, if possessors and not
professors, have the proper vision
(Isa. 28:7), and in faith (1 Tim. 6:10),
and in knowledge (Mat. 22:29). But
we, if possessors and not professors,
have the proper vision the faith that

overcomes (Num. 13:30), and our
knowledge of himis thatacorrupttree
cannot bring forth good fruit. (Mat.
7:18). Thus we, as our hopes lead us
to believe, are contending for the
things that make for peace. This in-
heritance is not like one of this world.
Nothing ungodly has had anything to
do with it. Itis a godly inheritance and
brought about by godly works, which
works are those of Jesus Christ, cul-
minated in his resurrection. (1 Peter
1:3). This inheritance is a gift. (Acts
20:32). From that standpoint it cannot
be lost, forsaken, given away, norsold.
If conditions had anything to do with
it | am sure that the inheritance of
every child of God would be jeopar-
dized with danger and contaminated
with sin. It is a blessed thing to have
the witness within that this is so, that
nothing can separate us from the love
of God, (Rom. 8:39) and that this gift to
us is as lasting as God himself. (Rom.
11:29). Those that think money or
works, or any such thing, has a partin
this inheritance have, to say the ieast
of it, a corruptible inheritance waiting
for them. Those that are dependent,
ruined, undone, bankrupt (and the
knowledge of all those things from
Christ), have an inheritance that is
incorruptible. Thatlittle prefix"in" has
the God of heaven to make it sure. It
cannot any more be corrupted than
God can cease to be. It is also
undefiled. It is for the same reason we
cannot touch it by human hands, but
our handling of the precious prom-
ises must be by the hands of Jesus
Christ. In that way we have all of the
good things of the inheitance now in
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this low vale of sin without any liability
of defiling it. It does not fade away. It
would fade away if we have to accom-
plish certain deeds. It would fade away
if we had to preserveit-infact heaven
was the place for its reservation and
Jesus is the preservation.

" Happy souls approach the table,

Taste the soul reviving food;

Nothing half so sweet and pleas-
ant,

As the Savior’s flesh and blood.

It is finished,

Christ has borne the heavy load.”

But all of this finished work of God
in the inheritance, would have been
useless and fruitless had we poorsin-
burdened pilgrims not been kept by
his power. In purpose before time and
in manifestation in time, we received
this inheritance, being (at the same
time) predestinated according (in like
manner) to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will. | tell you this is a good
doctrine. It does my poor soul good to
contemplate such surety. God is nota
fatalist. He has not inevitably and
irrespectively decreed the fate of all
things and left for some other estate
or dwelling place to watch, as a cruel
tyrant, what he, in his dictatorial pow-
ers has fixed. No, that is not our God.
Some say it is and loudly berate us for
such a doctrine, but our God. gave us
an inheritance in Jesus Christ, pre-
destinating us according to the pur-
pose (not one of the purposes, but the
purpose, signifying that God alone
can purpose) of him that worketh all

things after the counsel of his own
will.

Dearreader, may God favoryou with
an unction from on high to see the
sublimity of the little words "also" and
"after". It was necessary thatthe coun-
cil be held. A denial of that is a denial
of the Bible. (Prov. 15:22). When a
council is held, purposes are not dis-
appointed. None among us will say
that God is disappointed. To say sois
to say that God lied. In such a grand
doctrine let us press onward and up-
ward towards that mark for the prize
of the high calling which is in Christ
Jesus, having God in our midst, (Ps.
46:5) keeping us from being moved,
keeping us with a hand that never
fails, working those things alone that
came into his council room when he
was in council. Thus you will never
have a stone for bread or a serpent for
a fish; no bad thing shall ever come
upon thee; no surprising or unarrang-
ed for event shall come your way. But
you shall come into the world and
from the cradle to the grave enjoy the
loving watchcare of your God who
works all things "after the counsel
of his own will.”

W.D. Griffin

'"Then opened he their understand-
ing, that they might understand
the Scriptures." - Luke xxiv. 45.

HILESSED opening, when He

W dlithat hath the key of David puts
in h|s hand by the hole of the door, and
opens our heart to receive his own
word. Then when we go to the Word of
Truth, after it has come to us, our
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fingers drop with sweet-smelling
myrrh upon the handles of the lock. It
is said that “the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God, and
they that hear shall live.” O, to
hear the voice ofthe Son of God in our
hearts! Surely it shall make our dead
hearts, cold frames, withering hopes,
drooping love, dying faith, languish-
ing prayers, and fainting minds live;
yea, revive as the corn and grow as
the vine. What is all religion without a
divine beginning, middle, and end,
commencing, carried on, and accom-
plished with a heavenly power, super-
natural life, and spiritual unction? Well
may we be ashamed and sick of, and
sorry for all our thoughts, words, and

works, all our knowledge and profes--
sion that have not stood, or do not"

stand, in the power, teaching, and
wisdom of God. All our talk has been
but vain babbling, our prayers lip-
service, our preaching wind and van-
ity, our profession hypocrisy, our
knowledge the worst kind of igno-
rance, und all our religion carnality or
delusion, if they have not been di-
vinely communicated. Sir Isaac New-
ton, the wisest philosopher, is said to
have remarked to one who congratu-
lated him on his knowledge, “ I have
been like a little child on the sea-
shore taking up a little waterin a
shell when thevast ocean of truth

lay undiscovered beforeme.” Much-

more may a spiritual man feel how
little, how nothing he knows of the
unsearchable riches of Christ, and
the boundiless stores of wisdom hid
in them. ' I

' J.C. Philpot

'"For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith.”—1 JOHN v. 4.

F we are to be saved ourfaith

23| must gain the day; we must
have a faith that shall triumph over
death and hell and gain a glorious
conquest over every internal and ex-
ternal and infernal foe. This is just the
state, then, inwhich the matter stands:
we must either conquer or be con-
quered; we must either gain the day
and be crowned with an immortal
crown of glory, or else sink in the
strife, defeated by sin and Satan. But

- none of God’s people will be defeated

in the fight; and yet they often seem,
as itwere, to escape defeat by the very
skin of their teeth; yet faith will sooner
or later gain the day, for Jesus is its
finisher as well as its author. He will
crown the faith of his own gift with
eternal glory. He will never suffer his
dear family to be overcome in the
good fight of faith, for he will give
strength to every weak arm and power
to every feeble knee, and has engaged
to bring them off more than conquer-
ors. Thus as the Lord the Spirit is
pleased to work in the soul by his
living energy, he strengthens faith
more and more to believe in the name
of the only begotten Son of God, to
receive more continual supplies out
of his fulness, to wrestle more ear-
nestly with God for a spiritual bless-
ing, to stand more firmly inthe evil day
against every assaulting foe, to fight
more strenuously the good fight of
faith, and never cry quarter until faith
gains its glorious end, which is to see
Jesus as he is in the realms of eternal

day. J.C. Philpot
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MEETINGS

OLD PINE CREEK CHURCH

n annual all day meeting will

z42 NIl be held, the Lord willing, at
Old Pine Creek Church on the 3rd of
July 1998. The church is located off
highway #221, five miles North of
Floyd, Va. Those coming from Floyd
turn left on to road #682. Those com-
ing from Roanoke, turn right on to
road #682. All lovers of the truth are
invited and especially all ministers of
our faith and order.

Elder Hale Terry

STAUNTON RIVER ASSOCIATION

2| he 1998 Staunton River As-
-W§l| sociation will convene, the
Lord willing, at Weatherford Church
meeting house. The host church is
Malmaison for this our one hundred &
fifty-seventh session. Services will
begin at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, July
11th & Sunday, July 12th.

Weatherford Churchislocated about
S5miles from Gretna, Va. in Pittsylvania
County at the intersection of high-
ways 760 & 763.

We invite visitors and correspon-
dents to attend this meeting with us.

Burnell B. Williams, Assoc. Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

pl| he Staunton River Union
- 8| meeting will be, the Lord
W|II|ng, at Union Primitive Baptist
Church, the fifth Sunday and Saturday
before in May, 1998. The church is
located on 605 off Rt. 40 and 799.

We welcome all lovers ofthe truth to
come and meet with us.

Elder Raymond Goad, Pastor

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuant to the request of

Bl| Rocky Mount Church, a
Presbytery metat Rocky MountChurch
on Saturday, April 25, 1998 for the
examination of Brother Guy Taylor
Lynchiffound qualifiedinaccordance
with the written word of GOD, at the
discretion of the judgement, ordain
the above mentioned to the full work
of the office of Deacon.

The solemnity was begun with
prayer by Elder Willard Cox. All Elders
of our same faith and order present
constituted the Presbytery. Those
present were: Willard Cox; Lane
Carter; W.T. Conner; C.B. Davis;
Leonard J. Brammer; Junior Conner;
Clarence Stone; Larry Hollandsworth.

All Deacons were asked to sit to-
gether.

The presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Clarence Stone as mod-
erator. Jamie E. Cooper as clerk.

Elders L.J. Brammer & W.T. Conner
was chosen to lead in the examina-
tion of the candidate. Brother Ira
Powell having been duly appointed by
Rocky Mount Church, delivered
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Brother Guy Lynch to the Presbytery.
Examinationwas made by Elders W.T.
Conner & L.J. Brammer using scrip-
ture 1st Timothy - Ch. 3. All present
Elders were invited to participate. The
Presbytery being satisfied with the
examination and answers given by
the Candidate, administered the lay-
ing on of Hands. The Ordination Prayer
was delivered by Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.
The charge was delivered by Elder Jun-
ior Conner using Scriptural reference.

- TheModerator asked the Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother Guy Lynch, and the
right hand of fellowship was given,
The ordained Brother was delivered
back to the church as an Ordained
Deacon of the Old School Primitive
Church at Rocky Mount Church.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the Presbytery were read and ap-
proved.

The presbytery was dismissed with
Prayer by Elder Larry Hollandsworth.

Clarence Stone, Moderator
Jamie E. Cooper, Clerk

_WW -~
__17/-:&/:4&“{_%4__‘”
% >
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CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR APRIL 1998

Mrs. Betty H. Lovitte, NC ............ 2.00
Mrs. Dorothy M. Gould, LA......... 2.00
Billy Weatherford, VA ................. 2.00
Mrs. Erby Dalton, VA .................. 2.00
Mrs. Pearl Pendleton, VA ........... 2.00
Mrs. Peggy Bullins, NC................ 2.00
Hassel Allen, NC .......cccceeiiiiiiinns 5.00
R. Vernon Furr, NC ............ceeuneee 2.00
Mrs. E.G. Wilson, NC .................. 6.12
Mrs. Sarah Barker, VA ................ 2.00
Mrs. Sheryl Jackson, TX.............7.00
Mrs. Eva E. Harlow, TX ............. 10.00
Mrs. Aline C. Jacks, AL............... 2.00
Richard Stegall, VA .........cccceeuunee. 2.00
Donald Ferguson, CAN.............. 32.00
Tommy Middleton, NC ................ 2.00
William R. Pullig, LA .......cccceeeen. 2.00
Eld. Tom Solomon, VA ............... 2.00

OBITUARIES

ELDER FRED B. NEIKIRK

4| recious in the sight of the

g 3| Lordis the death of his saints.
Elder Fred B. Neikirk was born Octo-
ber 30, 1921. Died December 31, 1997.
Parents were Louis Byron Neikirk and
Nancy Elisabeth Neikirk.

Elder Neikirk preached his first ser-
mon at age 18, since that time he has
preached among the Primitive Baptist
peopleinArkansas, Maryland, N. Caro-
lina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. His first

pastorate among the Primitive Baptist
was at Soldiers Creek in Western Ky.
He was pastor at Mt. Enon Church
near Plant City, Fl. at the time of his
death.

He is survived by his dear devoted
wife sister Mary Fay Neikirk. Son Elder
Michael B. Neikirk. Daughters, Mary
Rachel Duren and Rebecca Susan
Heacock. Ten Grandchildren, four
Great Grandchildren. Several Broth-
ers and Relatives and many friends
and loved ones.

He was a strong believer in the res-
urrection of the body that dies. His
hope was that when this natural body
dies and returns to the dust as it was
and Jesus comes again to call the
dead to come forth, His body that went
to the grave A natural body will be
raised A Spiritual body It returned to
the grave A mortal body it will be
raised An immortal body. Then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is
written, O death where is thy sting? O
grave where is thy victory. Thanks be
unto God who gave us the victory
through Jesus Christ our Lord. His
one request was that these words be
placed on his Tombstone. “‘HE LOVED
THE BRETHREN”

He was laid to rest in Mt. Enon Me-
morial Cemetery after funeral service
by his Son Elder Michael Neikirk and
his Pastor Elder J.Y. McCormick to
Await the Lord’s return.

Beside his family no one will miss
him more than we in the Mt. Enon
Association.

Sister Fay Neikirk
Elder J.Y. McCormick
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SONG

Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Loud to the praise of Christ, our
Lord,

Bid every string awake.

Though in a foreign land,

We are not far from home;
And nearer to our house above
We every moment come.

His grace shall to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;

Nor present things, nor things to
come,

Shall quench the spark divine.

The time of love will come,
When we shall clearly see,

Not only that he shed his blood,
But each shall say, "For me."”

Tarry his leisure, then;

Wait the appointed hour;

Wait till the Bridegroom of your
souls

Reveals his love with power.

Blest is the man, O God!
That stays himself on thee!
Who waits for thy salvation, Lord!
Shall thy salvation see.
Watts.
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EDITORIAL

JESUS CHRIST IS COME

“Hereby know ye
. the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that
onfesseth that
Jesus Christ is
i come in the fleshis
" of God: and every
sptrtt that confesseth not that
Jesus is come in the flesh is not of
God.” 1 John 4:2,3.

Bd here are many people who be-
@88 lieve that Jesus came into the
world as a child born of Mary, and that
he will return. Many of them, espe-

cially among the Jews, saw Jesus in
the flesh, but did not believe that he
was the Christ, the anointed One of
God, and most, if not all, are yet wait-
ing for him to come.

The above quoted scripture does
not say that Jesus Christ “did come”
or “is coming”, but “is come in the
JSlesh.” The spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of
God. If any man is of God he must be
bornagain, “not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.” He cannot con-
fess that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh unless the Spirit of God dwelis
within him. “Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his.” Rom. 8:9. “The Spirit it-
selfbeareth witness with our spirit
that we are the children of God.”

The first coming of Jesus into the
world was in a body of flesh when
“God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh.”
The Holy Ghost overshadowed Mary,
she conceived and brought forth a
son, and his name was called Jesus.
“But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under
the law, toredeem them that were
under the law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption of sons.”
Gal.4:4,5. “Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.” Christ finished
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the work that God sent him to do and
“who is even now at the right
hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.” Rom.8:34.
The first coming of Christ however,
in the spiritual experiences of his
saints, is when he speaks to them.
They were born dead in trespasses
and sin, but Jesus said, “The hour is
coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear
shall live.” At that hour they are born
again, “For as the Father raiseth
up thedead, and quickeneth them;
~ even so the Son quickeneth whom
he will.” The dead know nothing, but
when we are given life we are soon
made to know our sinfulness and lost
condition. We then try with all our
power to justify ourselves in the eyes
of God, but we find that we are hope-
lessly lost and feel that God would be
justin condemning us to eternal dam-
nation. It is then that Jesus comes to
us the second time. God said, “Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the
.ends of the earth: for I am God,
and thereisnoneelse.” Isa.45:22.
He causes us to look unto him, and,
“unto them that look _for him shall
he appear the second time with-
out sin unto salvation.” Heb.9:28.
This he does as the Holy Ghost, for
the Father, the Word and the Holy
Ghost are one. Jesus told his dis-
ciples that he would not leave them
comfortless, that he would come to
them. He said, “And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you an-
other comforter, that he may abide
with you forever; even the Spirit of

truth: whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him: but ye know
him, for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you. Iwill not leave
you comfortless: I will come to
you.” Jn.14:16-18. When the Spirit
of truth “is come” to us, we then learn
that Jesus hath already accomplished
that which we had in our great weak-
ness attempted and failed to do. Our
great burden of sin is taken away, the
total darkness in which we walked is
gone, and God's holy light shines in
our heart. Have you ever known a
greater comfort than this?

Again, Jesus said to his disciples,
“He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me: and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and I
will love him, and manifest my-
self to him.” Jn. 14:21. If we love
God it is because he first loved us. 1
Jn. 4:19. If we have his command-
ments and keep them it is because he
works in us to will and to do of his
good pleasure. Phil. 2: 12, 13. Jesus
was asked how he would make him-
self manifest unto his disciples and
not unto the worid, and he answered,
“If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.” If
the Spirit has opened our eyes to see,
and our ears to hear and our hearts to
understand whatthe Spirit sayeth unto
us, then surely we can confess that
Jesus Christ “is come in the flesh.”

John 14: 2, 3 is in complete accord
with the scripture at the head of this
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treatise. “In my Father’s house are
many mansions: if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to
prepare aplace for you, And ifI go
and prepare a place_for you, I will
come again,and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also.”

Let us first try to establish what the
“Father‘s house” is. A house is a
place where one abides. Surely we
cannot say heaven, the eternal throne
of God, for the realms of immortal
glory have ever been perfect; there-

- fore our Saviour was not to go there
for the purpose of preparing man-
sions for his people to dwell in when
time shall be no more. Neither is it a
house made with hands as it was
when Jesus spake the words recorded
in John 14:2,3 the church was not in
actual existence, but with God all
things are present, and in his purpose
“were finished from the foundation of
the world,” for he hath sworn, saying,
“Surely as I have thought, so shall
it come to pass; and as I have
purposed, so shall it stand,”
Isa.14:24.Jesus asked his disciples,
“But whom do ye say that I am?
And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God. And Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, Simon Bar-jo-na: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven. And I say unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.”

In my weak manner | have tried to
establish the fact that ‘“my Father's
house is the church of God. Now let us
consider the “mansions” of this
house. Many people have mistaken
ideas that these mansions are in
heaven, and that they shall dwell in
such mansions. If my view that “my
Father's house” is the church of God
is correct, then the mansions shall be
found there. Jesus Christ is the head
of the church, and, “ye are the body
of Christ, and members in par-
ticular.”InPsalms 139:15,16 we read,
“My substance was not hid from
thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the low-
est parts of the earth. Thine eyes
did see my substance, being yet
unperfect; and in thy book all my
members were written, which in
continuance were fashioned when
as yet there was none of them.”
Those members whose names were
written in the book of God are the
mystical body of Christ. They were
unperfect (not imperfect), for none of
them had yet been brought into actual
existence. Each one ofthemis brought
into existence at the appointed time
of God, “And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be
saved.” Acts 2:47.

If we have proved that the church is
"my Father’s house,"then the man-
sions must be found there. Jesus went
to the cross on calvary to prepare a
place for each and every member of
his body in the church. This he did
when he died there to atone for their
sins, and delivered them from the law
of sin and death. On the third day he
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arose a conqueror, for death had lost
its sting and the grave its victory. As
Paul said, “O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy vic-
tory? The sting of death is sin,
and the strength of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, which giveth
- us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” The “place’ is now
“prepared’’: the church is now brought
up from condemnation and death.
The actual existence of the church
was established on the day of Pente-
cost when the disciples were gath-
ered together in one place and were
suddenly filled with the Holy Ghost.
They immediately began to speak with
othertongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. (See Acts 2:1-4.) The man-
sions, or prepared places, in the
church are the particular offices or
places to be occupied by each mem-
ber according to the gifts of God:
“and he gave some, apostles; and
some prophets; and some evange-
lists; and some pastors and teach-
ers; for the perfecting of the saints,
Jor the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of thebody of Christ.”
Eph.4:11,12. Other gifts are re-
corded in 1 Cor.12:28. Now there are
diversities of administration, and di-
versities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all.
and the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. |
would suggest that you read the en-
tire 12th. chapter of 1 Corinthians, for
it is much too long to be copied here:
it may help you to understand what |
have written.

Beloved brethren, Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh. That is, in our flesh
experimentally. He is our King and he
is reigning in righteousness and holi-
ness in his kingdom here on earth. He
has received us unto himself, for we
are in him and he in us. In him we live
and move and have our being.

At the last day, when time shall be
no more, he is coming again to re-
ceive his bride unto himself. “For the
Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God; and the dead in
Christ shall rise first; then we
which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” 1 Thes.4:17. “Be-
loved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shallsee him as heis.”
1 John 3:2.

Brethren, | have, in my feebleness,
presented my views in brotherly love,
and not to be contentious of those
whose views are different, but for
your prayerful consideration. May God
be with you in your meditations. Re-
member me when at the throne of
grace. May God bless the truth and
pardon my errors.

Eld. C.C. Wilbanks
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CORRESPONDENCE

February 14, 1998
Dear Sister Wall:

am very much ashamed that
s ithasbeensevenmonthsand
I haven’t answered you letter. In your
July letter you asked for some infor-
mation on Sylvia and I. | will do the
best | can to answer if the Lord per-
mits.

I was born to my earthly mother and
father October 22, 1941. Sylvia was
born on May 3, 1945. We were married
October 20, 1962. God has blessed
Sylvia and | with three sons and one
grandson. Our sons are 33, 29 and 19
years old and our grandson is 5.

I asked for a home with the Bor-
deaux Primitive Baptist Church in
Nashvillle, Tennessee the fourth Sat-
urday in October, 1986 and was bap-
tized the first Sunday in November,
1986. | was ordained to the office of
Deacon the fifth Sunday in May, 1988.

Little Hope Church in the Hopewell
Association asked for me to be liber-
ated to speak October 19, 1990. | was
ordained to be an Elder November 6,
1993.

Sylvia asked for a home with the
Bordeaux Churchin Nashville the first
Sunday in November, 1996 and was
baptized Saturday, November23,1996.

This past Sunday we were at Salem.
God blessed us with a good meeting,
spiritual food and natural food.

Sister Wall you and Elder Wall also
had a special place in my heart. God
taught us to love one another | believe
the first time we met. We are taught as
Paul said in his first Epistle to
Thessalonians, “But as touching
brotherly love, ye need not that I
write unto you for ye yourselves
are taught of God to love one
another”. This is my thoughts as to
why when we meet dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ in our travels and
visits, we feel this love that flows from
breastto breast. How sweetand pleas-
antitis for God’s little ones to meet in
peace and love (For God is Love).

| often think about and remember
the one sweet time we were blessed to
meetinyour home. The blessed meet-
ing we had that night. | also remember
Elder Wall offering his bible and ask-
ing me to speak in our Savior’s name.
Much fear came upon me. Not fear of
Elder Wall, Elder Cabbage, Elder Moon
and all the dear ones there - but fear of
our Almighty God.

| believe Elder Wall knew what was
before me. (I hope these things | am
writing and sharing with you dear Sis-
ter is the work of our God and | am not
deceived in myself). After the work of
God’s grace on a poor sinner like me,
as | heard some of the sermons, |
would be overjoyed with tears and
sometimes have fear of our God.

Sister Walll have experienced many
things after | started coming among
the Old Baptist people for 16 plus
years before | asked for a home. |
remember Elder Wall preaching at
BrotherDotson’s home (Powell Valley
Association) on the 32 Chapter of
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Deuteronomy about the eagle’s nest
andheryoung. | feltlike he was preach-
ing to me. Oh how it stirred up my
heart. | feel God was taking care of me
as the eagle was to heryoung. l had so
much pride | couldn’t praise him for
what | felt he had done for me. But |
believe at his appointed time, he re-
moved this from me and caused me to
come forward to praise him.

He has taught me as Soloman wrote
in Proverbs. “The preparation of
the heart in man and the answer
of the tongue, is from the Lord”.
“Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him and he shall
direct thy paths”. How sweet and
pleasant it seems some time to think
on these things that have been in my
experience.

The promises of our Savior seem so
dear to me. As the one he told his
disciples to go and teach. Teaching
them to observe all things whatso-
ever | have commanded you and lo |
am with you always even unto the end
of the world. | believe this promise (if
| am one of his little ones) that he will
go with us to the end.

This hope | have seems little some-
times, but | think about what Peter
said in his epistle “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead”. Sister Wall it is a lively
hope because our Savior lives. We
believe he is coming back for the

Church because he is the Head and
the ones choseninhimare the Church.
We will be like him and be satisfied.
The Psalmist David wrote: “As for
me, I will behold thy face in righ-
teousness; Ishall besatisfied when
I awake with thy likeness”.

We hope you are able to come to the
Buttahatchie/Hopewell Union meeting
the third weekend in March at the Mt.
Zion meeting house.

Sylvia and | love you very much and
have many wonderful memories of
you and Elder Wall. Give the Brothers
and Sisters in Texas our best regards.

Sorry it has taken so long to answer
your letter. These are just a few things
that came to mind as | tried to write
you.

In Bonds of Love,
James T. Howard

PROVERBS 3: 11-17.

My son, despise not the chastening
of the LORD; neither be weary of his
correction:

For whom the LORD loveth be
correcteth; even as a father the son
in whom he delighteth.

Happy is the man that findeth wis-
dom, and the man that getteth under-
standing.

For the merchandise of it is better
than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain thereof than be gold.

She is more precious than rubies:
and all the things thou canst desire
are not to be compared unto her.

Length of days is in her right hand;
and in her left hand riches and
honour.

Her ways are ways of pleasant-
ness, and all her paths are peace.
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VOICES OF THE PAST

Fayette, Ala.
MRS. BALMA CALLAHAN STEENS, MISS.

ear Sister Balma: We read in
e Matthew 11: 28-30 of a com-
mand of Jesus Christ. For some time
| have been meditating on it and the
exquisite beauty in those words of his
tothe characters under consideration.
The Arminian world of all shades and
variations claimthatitis tothe Adamic
race. We do not have any desire to
treat on that as we have better things
to do than shoot arrows to the camps
of Babylon. Some among us would
say that it is addressed to all regener-
ated children of God, and that they
can obey it or fail as they please. We
have notime for that either. Our desire
is to write to you some of the beauty,
grandeur and sublimity contained in
these words. First | wish to stay with
the scripture in our examination of
this passage. If we have a mind (the
mind of Christ) to look and inquire
into the Scriptures we will find that
many wonderful things are revealed
inthem. Itis impossible to treat these
words lightly. They cannotbe set aside
and something of our own substi-
tuted. The reason for this is because
with Him there is not a vestige of
failure. He cannot at any time fail. Men
fail and most of them try to alibi out of
it. Not yet have I read of him speaking
as men speak. Inthe Scripturesandin
my experience | have found that where
the word of a king is there in power.
My precious boys are now nearly men
in every sense of the word. At times |

have called them and they either did
not hear or heed. Many things have
hindered and yet hinder. Lois some-
times calls Thurman in her sleep and
he two thousand miles away. Dear
sister is our Savior so weak as that?
Has distance, stubborness oranything
else ever kept him from exe- cuting
his will? No, no dear little sight-less
sister his will must be done in heaven
and in earth. Now let us notice our
text. "Come unto me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly of heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my bur-
den is light.” This command is not
given to any but those that are tired.
Howtired the children of God become
intheir efforts to keep the law ! Toiling
all the day and far into the night. No let
down for them no cooling shade that
they might escape the scorching ven-
geance of the fiery sun (law); no fellow
traveler to confide in and to speak
often with —just work. Work that is
never satisfactory, work that gets
harder to perform with each task. Oh,
how glad | am to write the comforting
truth to you that he does not appear
too soon to these wretched, footsore
creatures. | just cannot help believing
that in this experience God’s children
learn something unforgettable in the
spirit of the case. This command to
come to him does not gather in any
tares, nor any who have not com-
pletely tried the law. We might get
ambitious and enthusiastic and gather
some into the church who had never
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known a moments labor, and who had
never been heavy laden, but into that
glorious kingdom of his, that is invis-
ible to men, not one has even come to
him that was not elected to come. Itis
so sweet and precious to rely on him
as protection on the inside and out-
side. Not only does he effectually bring
each object to him; but it has pleased
him to either hide it or darken the
minds of men that not one has ever
come to him that did not belong to
him. You remember the ark was
pitched within and without. Why? Not
only to protect and safely keep those
~ within, but to keep out all danger and
filth, and the door was shut to keep
out those that did not have any right.
Dear sister Balma, you have so much
time to meditate, tell me, is it not your
experience and observation that ev-
ery command of Jesus is so worded
that every one addressed comes and
none others want to? The world carps
about us not preaching a doctrine that
includes everybody, but Jesus on this
occasion commanded only those that
were laboring and heavy laden. Is that
notrestrictive? Diditinclude youwhen
you were a satisfied Freewill Baptist?
Itdid notinclude atany time until Ilwas
past twenty years of age. To this day |
have never been able to say for sure
that it has included me. | am sure of
one thing, if it has ever included me,
there have beenlong, dry, barren sea-
sons; that it did not include me. Can
you give water to a man who is not
thirsty? Does a well man need the
services of a physician? Does a man
that is not tired need rest? Will it
interest a man that does not know the

weariness of being heavy ladento call
him to rest? Oh, how littie the world
knows! These questions, if applied to
natural things, would call for an em-
phatic nay from every university
professor in the world, but when ap-
plied to spiritual things they know
nothing and would say that a man can
want what he does not want. To enjoy
labor there must be fruit. If, for no
other reason, we enjoy good, honest
toil for the satisfaction we get out of
laboring, but these people are those
that have not been satisfied with their
labors. They are people who realize
that the work must be done, they are
the people who know they stand in
jeopardy because the whole job must
be done. Not the least bit of failing,
carelessness or negligence will be
tolerated by the Taskmaster. Oh! the
long hot seasons they have passed
through, toiling, toiling, no sooner
getting the fence mended in one place
than many more broken gaps appear!
Ah, methinks | see them hurryingwhen
the storm clouds arise that they might
harvestwhatthey have worked for Not
only are there extremes of heat and
stormy weather but there is the cold!

Have you noticed how trying it is to
gatherkindling, provide food and shel-
ter during the cold weather? | believe
these characters have to work right
on through the cold. The cold of the
Lord cannot be withstood ( Psalm 147
:17) any more than the heat of him.
Dear sister Balma, have | givenaword
picture of this character to you? Can
you not look back (and even pres-
ently) into the mirror of your experi-
ence and find yourself? Now at the
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righttime Jesus comes to these labor-
ing and heavy laden people, ‘“‘come”
is his welcoming command. Hitherto
the command has been to go do, but
now it is come. How the situation
changes! Nosecond command is nec-
essary. There are not any new tasks to
be performed, there is no threat given
if they do not come. None is neces-
sary. Why? Because none will stay
back, they will come because they are
ready to come. Up until this voice
spoke they did not know to come.
There was no place to go. Every home
and resting place must be made ready
for the recipient, but how foolish to
make the preparations and then have
the guest unfitted for it. Have you ever
noticed how trustful a babe is in its
mothers arms? She is fitted to it and
the babe to her. Have you noticed the
trust and confidence and rest among
the Lord’s humble poor? | They can
endure hardness as a good soldier.
Why? They have been prepared for it.
Have you noticed the difference now
and when we were children? Were not
the seats hard? How hungry we be-
came! Now | seldom think of eating or
of discomfort. 1 do hopeitis the prepa-
ration of the Lord. Others get tired of
our service and our preculiar ways.
They gettired of our conversation and
| further believe they get tired of our
rest. Now, | may be wrong but ! believe
itis God’s work that makes them tired
and heavy laden. It was his law and it
was to be a schoolmaster to Christ.
The translators made it say to bring us
to Christ, but | do not think the law
(work) would have ever brought a
single one of these people to Christ:

I do not find any life promised in the
law and they did not know of this life
until he spoke to them. Let us pass on
and notice some more of the text. | be-
lieve | might venture to say itis a good
one, but | just cannot handle it. All
texts are centered in Jesus and if |
have handled him at all it is so slight
that | cannot getto the center but must
play along the edge of the water. He
tells them to take his yoke on them
and to learn of him. You know we had
quite a number of oxen at work when
| was a boy. Not the first time did one -
ever take the yoke without first being
“broke.” Men do things and would say
that unless certain things were done
they could not proceed, but they rebel
at God doing the same thing. It is
necessary to yell and be rough some-
times in handling an ox, but the meek
and lowly (he seeks that kind) he com-
mands them to “take” the yoke. Qui-
etly and without disturbance they do
so because they love him. His com-
mands are not grievous. They enjoy
wearing this yoke, it is easy to them. It
is fitted to them and they are fitted to
it. My dear sister. | must close now,
but in your lonely hours would com-
mend you to this precious restin him
and no other. Here I hope to rest as he
qualifies me to come to him Naomi
desired rest for Ruth. She had been
sorely annoyed and tossed about, at
the propertime she was enabled to lie
down at his feet (Ruth 3:14) and to
rest. May we lie here at his feet and
rest. | hope to see you soon. Give my
regards to all. Your poor unworthy

brother in hope.

Elder W. D. GRIFFIN.
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EXPERIENCE
Dora Ellen, my dear chil_d,

[| s | can’t get my mind on my

L8| work today, | will try to do
what you asked me to do foryousome
time back. | feel just as unworthy now
to attempt to write as | did years ago
when | tried to write and would end up
burning what | had written. | hope the
God of all power will give me strength
and guide my hand to write only what
is the truth for your sake as well as
mine.

Dora Ellen, | don’t know hardly how
to begin, but | do know nearly as far
back as | can remember | felt that |
knew there was a power strongerthan
man's power. | would have serious
feeling about myself and would want
to get by myself and cry. | would not
even know why | was crying and |
didn’t seem to have fun playing with
other children. These feelings stayed
with me off and on after | was in my
teens. Sometimes the feelings were
worse than others. | went on in this
way until afew years before | was mar-
ried. My burden would get so heavy at
times that | wondered what was going
to happen. | felt to be one to myself
and didn’t care for the good times
other young people seem to enjoy. |
tried to think it was because | was left
at home with nooneexceptone brother
and my father. My mother passed away
when | was very young and then my
brothers and sisters were all married
and gone except one brother whowas
younger than me. Most of my time was
spentat home alone and I thought this

had something to do with my feelings.
There would be times | could see my
way brighter, butthose darkand lonely
days would come back.

A few months before your Daddy
and | were married | seemed to feel
better. | felt that | had found one per-
son on earth who cared for me. | was
hoping that my life would be more at
ease and for a short time it was. Soon
these feelings began to come back
and I tried in every way | could to keep
them hid. When | went to bed at night
| would lie for hours shedding tears
and trying to ask God to have mercy
on me. This went on for years.
Everytime these unworthy feelings
came back they would be worse.

In the year 1936 my burden was so
heavy at times that | thought my time
to leave this world was close by. |
could hardly sleep and had a desire to
talk to someone, but felt that no one
would want to listen to me. | could
only beg God for mercy. One night it
seemed | had stood about all | could
without telling someone how | felt. |
spoke to your Daddy about how | felt.
He tried to tell me how wrong | was for
feeling that my friends had forsaken
me and that our friends were good to
us. Itold him they were his friends and
that no one cared for me and in spite
of all | could do, | began to shed tears.
He asked me if the church was worry-
ing me. | told him no, that | was not fit
to even think of the church. We had
been going to church when we could
and | enjoyed going, but | never
thought | would join. | lay awake for a
long time that night after everyone
was asleep. | was thinking about what
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Leland said and | tried to pray to God
if the church had anything to do with
my feelings, if He would let me sleep |
would goto church the following Sun-
day and ask for a home.

God knew | was telling a story, but |
really thought | was telling the truth.
He blessed me with a good nights
sleep. | don’t even remember hearing
my baby cry during the night. Next
morning | felt better and did for the
rest of the week. It was the week be-
fore the fourth Sunday. | thought |
would go to church at Upper Black
Creek on Sunday andjoin ifthey would
have me in the church and be bap-
tized Sunday evening. That was my
plan; not God’s. | went to church Sun-
day feeling the best | had for a long
time. | enjoyedthe preaching and sing-
ing and got along fine until the doors
of the church were open and they
began to sing. The feelings that came
overme, | can’ttellyouoranyoneelse.
It just seemed to me if | stayed in the
house | would die. | got up and went
out and waited for Leland to come out
after church was over. After that Sun-
day my burden was worse. | decided
that anybody that could lie to God as
I had was not fit to even go to church
and | decided to stay away from the
church and live the best | could at
home. So | stopped saying anything
about my feelings. This went on for a
year or longer.

We moved from where we were liv-
ing and | thought the change would
help me. | did feel some better for a
while, but soon my troubles were
worse than ever. My health grew from
bad to worse. Some of the children

were sick nearly all of the time. | just
felt that all of this was put on me
because | was so full of sin. | felt that
| was the biggest sinner on earth; not
fit to live and less fit to die. Finally |
hadthe greatestdesireto goto church
I had ever had, butthen we didn’t have
any way to go nor any money to pay
anyone to take us. No one lived close
to us who | thought would want to go
to a Primitive Baptist Church and that
was the only church | wanted to go to.
The burden I was carrying was getting
heavier all the time, but the worst was
still ahead. | got where | didn’t care to
live and begged God to take me out of
my troubles.

DoraEllen, please don’tlet what I’'m
about to write upset you for it's not
because | didn’t want you, it was a
thing | couldn’thelp.|feelitwas avery
sinful thought for me to have. You ask
me to write this for youand | want only
to writethe truth as faras | can remem-
ber and | can remember the things
that happened during those years
better than | can things that happen
now. This was a few days before you
were born. | tried to pray that God
would take both of us. | didn’t want to
live and didn’t want to leave a baby for
someone else to bring up. | guess |
thought the rest of the children and
Leland would be better off without
me. To tell the truth, | don’t know what
| was thinking, but | do know that it
was not God’s will for either one of us
to die. As for me, | thought my prayers
were being answered. Everyone
around me thought | was dying. |
thought | was too and | was not the
least bit afraid. | could feel death com-
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ing on and | couldn’t talk or get along
breath. | was just weakening away.
The doctor came back and with God’s
help lwas soon better. God was show-
ing me what a power He has. Then
there | was seeing myself a bigger
sinner than ever before.

Before youwere ayearold,youwere
taken sick. | was afraid this would be
the way God would punish me for the
many sins | had committed. This time
my prayers were for you to live; not to
die. You got well, but my troubles
stayed with me. | was always afraid
something would happen to you. This
went on for over a year. | was taken
sickagainand thoughtlwanted to die.
There seemed to be nothing ahead for
me but troubles and they were getting
worse all the time. | got seriously sick
and the doctor had me sent to the
hospital. | was so sick that | don’t
remember leaving home and don’t
remember getting to the hospital. |
was unconscious for three or four
days. When I regained consciousness,
I was told that my baby was dead and
had been buried. The thoughts of all
that had happened were almost more
than I could bear. What | went through
lying on that hospital bed no one but
God and me will ever know. | can’t tell
it all. While | was there | had a dream;
| guess it was a dream. | don’t know
whether it was day or night, but | saw
myself lying on a high bed. It was as
white as snow. There seemed to be
two of me. | could see myself on this
bed and down below us were all you
children running around trying to get
to me. When | woke up | lay for a long
time wondering what it meant and it

came to me as plain as if someone
spoke these words, ‘“‘you children
neededme’’. Beforethen|didn’t much
care if | lived or died, but from then on
| wanted to live and go back home to
Lelandand you children. | couldn’t get
back fast enough. After | got home my
burden was heavier than ever to think
how | wanted to be taken away from
my family and then to see howmuchiit
meant to them to have me back.

After | came home | found out that
my brother died while | was in the
hospital. They were afraid to tell me
about it until after | got well. It just
looked like trouble at home was piling
up again. This was in September of
1939.

| went on with this burden till the
spring of 1940. | felt if | couldn’t get to
church | would go crazy. By this time
we had moved again and no one in
that neighborhood wentto church and
we still had no way of our own to go.
| would speak about going to church,
but that was as far as | got. | would
dream of starting to church but would
never get there. Then one night |
dreamed | went to church. It was night
and | had a lantern for a light. | had to
go a long way through the woods, but
Iwasn’t afraid. | went until | found this
church. It was in the woods. | walked
up to the door steps and didn’t see
anybody. There was a light inside. |
stood for awhile not knowing whether
to go in or not. A voice said, “Pull off
your shoes and go in.” | pulled off my
shoes and left them on the steps and
wentin. | saw only one person inside.
It was a man sitting as if he was
asleep. He didn’t speak or notice me.
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| sat down on a seat near the door and
began lookingaround. The lights were
very dim. A second voice said, “If you
come to this church you will have to
bring such as this if you don’t have
any money.”’ Looking the way the voice
came from, | didn’t see anyone, but |
saw alot of canned food. This thought
came to me - if | have got to pay to
come to church | won’t come. | got up
and went out. Then | woke up and lay
foralongtime thinkingand wondenng
about the dream.

My burden got so heavy that | could
neither eat or sleep. Itjust seemed like
| was forsaking my God and friends. |
felt to be one to myself and had the
same feelings | had before going to
the hospital. | felt that my family had
forsaken me, oh, | was so alone. All |
could do was beg God to have mercy
on alostsinner, forthat was whatl felt
to be. One night | had another dream.
Thistime I found myselfinabig house
by myself and | was the happiest | had
ever been. There was a hall in the
house and | looked and saw Leland
standing in the door. | was overjoyed
at seeing him. | met him at the door
and he took me in his arms and said it
won’t be long now. He didn’t say what
he meant by those words, | believe |
know what they meant. Then we both
walked out into the hall and down at
the end of this hall was the whitest bed
I have ever seen. Dora Ellen, youwere
out there playing on that bed and you
were the prettiestlittle angel. Youwere
just as white as snow and you would
rise and fly and fall on that bed and it
was like down and would cover you
whenyoufell onit. | stood there watch-

ing you for awhile and | felt so happy
for you. Then | missed Leland and
went outside to see if | could find him.
found him working on a new building
and he seemed to be happy. He was
whistling a hymn. | don’t know the
name of the hymn but | inow it was
one. | thought that was the prettiest
placel had everseen. The groundwas
as white as snow and out a little way
from the building that Leland was
working on was a great place of water
as blue as the sky. Out in the water
were places that looked like white
stone with the prettiestflowers around
the edges of the water. | walked up to
the edge of the water and was stand-
ing there thinking how pretty it was
when | heard someone speak. | turned
and looked. It was L.C. He asked me if
he could get some of the flowers that
were out in the water. | told him he
might get wet and he said, ‘“no, |
won't.” Then | heard someone crying
and | looked and it was Celion coming
to me. | went to meet him and put my
arms around him and he stopped cry-
ing. Then | turned to look for L.C. He
was way out in the water. The water
was up over his knees and he had his
arms full of flowers, he came where |
was and said, ‘“Mama, | told you I
wouldn’t get wet.” | felt of his clothes
and they were dry. Then | woke up and
lay there a long time thinking how
good itwould be if | could be as happy
always as Ilwas inmy dream. | couldn’t
believe anyone could be that happy
here on this earth.

In another dream, | was going to a
brick church When | went in there was
a woman sitting holding a little child.
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| wondered about that dream and
where that church was. | couldn't re-
member going to a brick church ex-
cept Lower Black Creek. | couldn’t
believe that was the church | dreamed
about. It had been so long since | had
gone to church, if| had heard that they
hadtaken Pittman’s School forachurch
| had forgotten it. However, | felt that the
church | had seen in my dreams was
somewhere and | would see it.

When Leland came in from work one
evening, he said he had thought of a
way | could go to church. | don’t think
he could have said anything that would
- have pleased me more. | asked him
how | was to go and he said to catch
the school bus to Mr. Leroy Jackson’s
and see if they would take me. | got
ready the next morning, which was
Friday before the second weekend. |
got on the school bus and went to Mr.
Jackson’s. When | spoke to Sister
Jackson about going to church, |
thought my trip was for nothing. When
the boys came in for dinner she asked
them if they would take us. They prom-
ised to take us on Sunday.

On Sunday when | got to church
there was the brick church I saw in my
dream. | don’t remember ever seeing
Brother Turner before, but | thought
he preached the sweetest sermon |
had ever heard. When the doors of the
church were opened | don’tremember
getting out of my seat. When| came to
realize what | was doing, | was on my
way to the stand. | was received into
the church. | experienced part of the
happiness | saw in my dream. | put off
being baptized until the next second
Sunday which | regretted for the next
month was a miserable one for me. |

had never wanted to do anything as
badly as | wanted to be baptized. It
seemed the time would never come
and when Brother Turner brought me
up out of the water | felt the same
happiness | had felt in my dream. It
seemed | had left all my troubles and
fears in the water. | wanted to shake
everyone’s hand. When | got back to
the church and went in, there sat the
woman with the child in her lap as |
saw in my dream. | have had more
pleasure since my name has been on
the churchbook than | had ever had in
allmy life before. It's a differentkind of
joy and pleasure thanlhad everknown
before and that’s why that dream stays
withme. I feel like it showed me the joy
there was ahead for me. | think the
words Leland spoke to me had some-
thing to do with the joy | have found,
but | can’t explain how | feel about it all.

The dear brothers and sisters have
been more than kind to me. They treat
me better than | feel to deserve when
they took me inamong them. | wonder
sometimes after going through all |
have if | had any right to go before the
church and ask for a home. Then |
wonder what would have become of
me if | had stayed away.

Dora Ellen, | don’t know if this is a
true experience of a child of grace or
not. Alll know is it’s just a part of what
| have feltand seen, butso much ofthe
time | feel the way these hymns go:

“I am a stranger here below,

And what I am tis hard to know.

I am so vile, so prone to Sin.

I fear that I'm not born again.”

“0 for a closer walk with God."
Experience of grace as feltand written

by Mrs. Peircy D. Holland.
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BAPTISM

@3 | HAVE been urged to write for
e S9! publication in the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES upon the above subject.
Some authorities have been dis-
posed to define in a very liberal man-
ner the literal meaning of the word,
though it is not my purpose at this
time to concern myselfespecially with
the literal definition, or man’s teach-
ing, but ratherto discover, if possible,
insome measure, the real significance
of its spiritual import. The Scriptures
abound with proof that immersion is
the correct mode of baptism, but if
there were none other than the record
of the baptism of Jesus, that alone
should satisfy every true follower of
our Lord. “And it came to pass in
those days that Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was bap-
tized of John in Jordan. And
straitway coming up out of the
water, he saw the heavens opened,
and the Spirit, like a dove, de-
scending upon him: and there
came avoice from heaven, saying,
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom
Iamwell pleased.”—Marki.9-11.
There seems no mistaking the mean-
ing of this language, yet how few there
are to-day who are followers of the
meek and lowly Jesus, comparatively
speaking. To be sure, it is a * little
flock.” Only a few days ago I read in a
leading New York paper, of one so-
called divine, giving, as it were, an
accounting of his stewardship, interm
of years second only to one in the
great city, in which he stated that
during his ministry he had baptized

over five thousand babies. While it
was not stated ‘“how,’”’ we are certain
only one guess need be made. This
only shows how ignorant is the wis-
dom of this world as touching the true
teachings of Christ. There is no men-
tion made in the New Testament con-
cerning the baptism of infants, but
there is constant mention of faith as a
prerequisite or condition of baptism,
and John when he was baptizing ‘‘ in
Jordan,” seeing many of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees cominguntohim,
said, “O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to flee from the
wrath tocomes? Bring forth there-
Jore fruits meet for repentance:
and think not to say within your-
selves, We have Abraham to our
SJather: for I say unto you, that
God is able of these stones [Gen-
tiles] to raise up children unto
Abraham.” The point | wish to em-
phasize here is the bringing forth
“fruits meet for repentance.” Hav-
ing established the mode of baptism,
let us inquire as to whom it may be
applied. Is it the adult, the infant, the
Jew, the Gentile, or who? The stan-
dard by which they shall be measured
and the scales in which they must be
weighedis, "By their fruits ye shall
know them." There is mention made
of being buried with him (Christ) in
baptism, and this suggests to our
mind what | believe to be the true
meaning of the word. Naturally, none
are buried until it is certain they are is
dead; then the law requires that they
shall be buried. Baptism, therefore,
denotes death, that its fit subject has
beenbrought underthe law and killed.
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The leper has become altogether lep-
rous, not a sound spot anywhere, but
wholly and entirely unclean, unfit for
the companionship of any living crea-
ture, isolated beyond any eye to pity or
arm to save, having no hope and with-
out God in the world, knowing the
reality of all flesh being grass. John,
speaking of the one of whom he was
aforerunner, declared, “He shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire: whose fanis in his hand,
and he will thoroughly purge his
Sfloor, and gather his wheat into
the garner, but he will burn up
. thechaffwith un-quenchable fire.”
He shall try every man’s work, whether
it be good or whether it be bad, and
when weighed in his balance, all are
found to be wanting. There is none
good, no, not one, but all have come
short of the glory of God. All creature
work must be burned up, for no flesh
shall glory in his presence, and every
one who is to enter through the door
of baptism into the house of ordi-
nances which he has set up must die
to all confidence in the flesh, or trust
in himself, and be made alive to the
righteousness of Christ, pleading only
the merit of the Lamb of God, which
alone could take away the sin of the
world. When the Lord’s people have
been taught of him they delight to
walk in his commands, they behold
Zion a city of quiet habitation, and that
out of her, the perfection of beauty,
God hath shined. Then, it seems nec-
essary that one should be baptized
with the Holy Ghost and with fire be-
fore he is eligible for the baptism in
water, which does not put away the

filth of the flesh, but to the one who
has received that baptism which is
from above, it is the answer of a good
conscience toward God. Personally, |
am satisfied that there is an innumer-
able company of the Lord’s people
who, for some reason, do not follow
theirLordand Master’s example. There
are those in my mind at this writing
wholam persuaded know the truth as
itis in Jesus; they love to sit under the
sound of the gospel when it is
preached indemonstration ofthe Spirit
and with power from above; they feed
upon the great and precious prom-
ises made to the poor and needy.
There is no question in their minds
that the doctrine of the Old School
Baptists is the doctrine of God our
Savior, that it is the only doctrine that
will stand the test, the only doctrine
that gives God all the power, honor
and glory; they will contend for the
faith once delivered unto the saints
whenitis assailed; they lovethe Lord’s
true witnesses and will give of their

“earthly goods to minister to the natu-

ral needs and comforts of God'’s af-
flicted poor, and yet, whether content
or not, they remain what some have
termed "Dry Land Baptists." | have
often asked the question, Why? Many
others have confessed to the same
thing. | have about concluded thatitis
because they have not been wholly
killed to all creature merit. They are
looking for worthiness in themselves,
when the only worthiness that a child
of God ever had, oreverwill have, isin
Jesus. Until one is brought to realize
this, until he is willing to place his
case before the brethren, the saints,
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whoitisdeclared shall judge theworld,
he is not ready for burial, notyet being
wholly dead. Water baptism does not
purify the flesh; it will not save the
infant, any more than it will the adult,
but it is an answer of a good con-
science toward God to all who have
beheld the beauty of the bride, the
Lamb’s wife, to those who have been
made to say, “Entreat me not to
leave thee, or to return from fol-
lowing after thee: for whither thou
goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people
shall be my people, and thy God
my God. Where thou diest will I
die, and there will I be buried: the
Lord do so to me, and more also, if
ought but death part thee and
me.” The ordinance of baptism, set
up by Jesus Christ, is the doorthrough
which one is admitted to the rights
and privileges of the church militant,
and | have yet to meet the person in
whom the Spirit of God dwells that
ever regretted having been baptized.
While those who have been baptized
often feel unworthy of the love and
fellowship of the brethren, the privi-
leges in God’s house mean more to
them than all the world besides. To be
members of that family entitles one to
the freedom of the house, and they
canand do speak often one to another
of the Lord’s wonderful dealings with
and thereby comforting one another
with the same comfort wherewith they
themselves are comforted of God. The
natural home with all that it can possi-
bly mean, is but a poor and imperfect
figure of what church is to them that
are weary and heavy laden; they do

come together at times with Christ
Jesus as the head of the family, and
find peace that passeth all understand-
ing, sweetly resting his love. | would
that | might he able to employ words
that would express in some small
measure what that church means to
me. | hope | know to some extent what
Jesus had in mind when he said to
one, "Go home to thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee, and hath had compas-
sion on thee." Jesus commanded his
disciples, saying, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing
them thename of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” There are three that bear
record in heaven and three that bear
record in earth. The subject must not
only be a fit subject, but the one ad-
ministering the ordinance must be
called and qualified of God, and there
mustbe the church, the body of Christ.
Without these three | do not see how
there can be a valid baptism. The
Lord’s people should not only con-
fess him by word of mouth, but in
deed and in truth, thus manifesting
theirlove for him and letting their light
so shine thatmen may see their proud
works and glorify their Fatherwhichis
in heaven. Truly, the church is a city
thatis set upon ahill. Itis above earth,
and the way that leads to that city is an
highway, cast up in the wilderness,
wherein the redeemed walk. The vul-
ture’s eye hath not seen it, neither
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hath the lion’s whelp trodden it. It is
only through the death, burial and
resurrection of him that loved us and
gave himself for us that we shall be
brought forth more than conquerors;
this we see set forth in baptism.

| truly hope | have done no violence
to the subject, and that the Lord will
stir up the pure minds of those who
are exercised upon it, both old and
young, leading them into a plain path
and giving them courage and strength
to dothat which is well-pleasingin his
sight. I repeat that it is not essential to
salvation to be baptized. Salvation is
of the Lord from first to last, and there
are no conditions or requirements to
be complied with or met on the part of
man, neither can a thousand bap-
tisms of men bring even one infant
into favor with God, but “ the founda-
tion of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
his,” and if there never was another
baptism as long as the earth stands it
would not diminish the number of his
jewels one millionth part of a fraction,
but is only an answer of a good con-
science toward God to them with
whom he deals.

May he ever lead and keep us in the
strait and narrow way, causing us to
revere and praise his great and ador-
able name.

R. LESTER DODSON.
Rutherford, N. J., Feb. 10,1923.
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Minden, La. 71055
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g|ust a few lines on second
S Bl| Thess. chapter 2, verse 13,
14. If there was such a thing as the
plan of salvation it would be con-
tained in those two verses. It reads.
“But we are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethern
beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctifi-
cation of the Spirit, unto obedi-
ence and belief of the truth.”

Without doubt there is more confu-
sion and mystery in the experimental
teaching of the Holy Spirit to each
child of God than in any of the great
works of salvation.

Salvation is made up of three parts.
First, is God the author, His will and
purpose in his choice of his elect
people. The scriptures teach that we
were chosen in Him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be
holy, without blame before Him in
Love. The only way we are involved in
this choice is as a blessed recipient.
This was set and fixed in the mind and
purpose of God before any of us were.

Second, is the advent of Christ into
the world, the miracles He performed,
His teaching as set forth in the scrip-
tures, His promises to His little ones.
Even His name means God with us.
These promises are the ernest of our
inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased posession. His taking
upon Himself the sins of all His cho-
sen. His death on the cruel tree of the
cross. His burial and resurrection from
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the dead. He tells us that because |
live, you may live also. He came that
we might have life Spiritually, and that
we might have it more abundantly.
This work of Christ in redeeming His
people, justifying and atoning for their
sins, was all done without any help
from the sinner.

The third work of salvation is the
teaching of Christ. In the 16th chapter
of John, Christ tells us that it is expe-
dientthat He go away, “For ifI go not
away the comforter will not come
unto you; if I depart, I will send
him unto you.” He, the Holy Ghost,
shall teach you all things and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever | have said unto you.

My desire, if | know my desire, is to
make a few comments on the work of
the Spiritin sanctification. This Spirit,
I think, is the quiet still voice that tells
us to go this way or that way, that this
way is right or this way is wrong. This
is God’s kingdom, set up and mani-
fested in the heart of each child of
God. Until this work is begun in him,
the child of God is by nature a child of
wrath, even as others. These others,
this scripture speaks of, are the ones
mentioned in the book of Proverbs.
There is a way that seems right to a
man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death. This is the way we all travel,
until touched by the Holy Spirit.

There are many scriptures that des-
cribe the work of the Spiritin the heart
of a child of God, the first such work
bringing to the attention of the child
of God, that he is a sinner, that within
him dwells no good thing, that all or
the best of his goodness is as filthy

rags. When we are given the heart to
examine ourselves and find that we
have not one good thing to offer this
justand Holy God, then do we cry with
Paul, "Who can deliver me from the
body of this death?" thus, we learn
that the way of man is not in himself;
it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps. Then do we begin to search
the scriptures.

In this search we find that the same

Paul who considered himselfthe chief
of sinners was the same one givenas
a pattern for those who come after
him to believe unto life eternal. That
David, a man after God’s own heart,
was an adultererand murderer, causes
oneto hopethatbecause God showed
mercy on such as these, that we are
not so far away that He could not
reach even such as you find yourself
to be, that he does not save someone
because of what he is, but in spite of
what he is.
When, by the Spirit, this hope is setup
inachild of God, he finds things much
different than before. He has been
turned from the love of the world and
worldly things to those things that do
not perish with the using. He longs for
closer fellowship with people who
believe as he does, to know more of
the ways of Christ, a love for the truth
that at one time he knew not. He be-
comes a seeking person.

In the Song of Solomon there is
such a seeking person. “Tell me oh
thou whom my soul loveth, where
thou feedeth, where thou maketh
thou flock to rest at noon.” Dear
brethern, if this longing is sincere, He
always answers. “If thou know not,
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oh thou fairest among women, go
thou way forth by the_footsteps of
the flock, feed thy kids beside the
Shepherd’s tent.” Is not this your
desire?

He does not putthe desire forHim in
your heart and then withhold the way.
He tells us in the 45th chapter of
Isaiah, 19th verse, “I have not spo-
ken in secret, in a dark place of
the earth: I said not unto the seed
of Jacob, seek ye me in vain.”

Soinconclusion, brethern, | believe
that when the Spirit - and God is that
Spirit - has taken up abode withinyour
heart, you are ever being taught those
- things thatare good foryou, the things
which are conforming you to the im-
age of His darling Son, those things
that are well pleasing in His sight. May
it ever be thus with you.

Yours in hope,
Elder Graydon Smith

“Persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed.”—
2 CORINTHIANS iv. 9.

B ¥4l oumay be cast down by many
-8 | doubts and fears, and lose the
sense of the Lord’s love to your soul,
but you cannot lose the reality, nor is
your faith destroyed by the hottest
flame. It is like gold; the fire melts
away and separates the dross and tin,
but never touches the gold. In your
hottest trials your faith will not have
lost a particle. Neither will your hope
be destroyed, however you may be
cast down about your state or stand-
ing; for not a particle of hope, or ofany
one Christian grace can ever be lost.
They may seem to suffer diminution

as the apostle speaks, " If a man'’s
work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss " (I Cor. iii. 15); butitis
no real loss,--it is merely the dross
taken away, that he may come forth a
vessel for the finer. The work of the
Holy Spirit is as indestructible as the
work of Christ; and thus every grace
which he implants in the soul remains
there untouched, unharmed in all its
divine integrity. Love, patience, sub-
mission, and humility all remain unhurt
in the flame, though the dross which
is mixed with them is taken from them
that they may shine all the brighter.
Thus though you may be plunged into
the hottest fires, you wiil not be de-
stroyed, any more that the three chil-
drenwere destroyed in Nebuchadnez-
zar's furnace, or Jonah in the belly of
the whale.

Elder J.C. Philpot

MEETINGS

CONTENTNEA PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

s ml| he Lord willing, the One Hun-
#9588 dred Sixty Eighth session of
the Contentnea Primitive Baptist As-
sociation will be held with North River
Primitive Baptist Church, Otway,
Carteret County, N.C. On October10-11,
1998. All who believe and love the doc-
trine of salvation by grace are invited.
The Church is located at Otway,
Carteret County, North Carolina. Turn
right off US 70E at Gillikin Road and
the Church is 1/4 mile on the right.

Gene Lupton
Association Clerk
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MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuant to the request of
2 9| Martinsville Primitive Baptist
church, a Presbytery met at Martins-
ville Primitive Baptist Church on Sat.
May 16, 1998 for the examination of
Brother William Noel Lavinderiffound
qualified in accordance with the written
word of GOD, at the discretion of the
judgement, ordaintheabove mentioned
to the full work of the office of Deacon.

The solemnity was begun with
prayer by Eider Larry Hollandsworth.
All Elders of our same faith and order
present constituted the Presbytery.
Those presentwere ElderLane Carter,
Eider Larry Hollandsworth, Elder
Raymond Goad, Elder Clarence Stone
and Elder W.T. Conner. All Deacons
were asked to sit together.

The presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Lane Carter as modera-
tor. Jamie Cooper as clerk. Elders
Clarence Stoneand W.T. Connerwere
chosen to lead in the examination of
the candidate. Brother Herbert Dodson
having been duly appointed by
Martinsville Church, delivered Brother
Lavinder to the Presbytery. Examina-
tion was made by Elders Clarence
Stone and W.T. Conner using scrip-
ture Actch. 6 -ch. 4 -vs. 8. All present
Elders were invited to participate. The
Presbytery being satisfied with the
examination and answers given by
the Candidate, administered the lay-
ingon of Hands. The Ordination Prayer
was delivered by Elder Clarence Stone.
The charge was delivered by Elder
Larry Hollandsworth using Scriptural
reference.

The Moderator asked the Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother Lavinder, and the
right hand of fellowship was given,
The ordained Brother was delivered
back to the church as an Ordained
Deacon of the Old School Primitive
Church at Martinsville.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the Presbytery were read and ap- -
proved. The Presbytery was dismissed
with Prayer by Elder Julian Williams.

Lane Carter, Moderator
Jamie Cooper, Clerk

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

g4lursuant to the request of
® 5% Rocky Mount church, a
Presbytery met at Rocky Mount
Church on Sat. April 25, 1998 for the
examination of Brother Calvin
Lynwood Plybon if found qualified in
accordance with the written word of
GOD, at the discretion of the judge-
ment, ordain the above mentioned to
the full work of the office of Deacon.

The solemnity was begunwith prayer
by Eider Willard Cox. All Elders of our
same faith and order present consti-
tuted the Presbytery. Those present
were: Elders C.B. Davis, Jr.; Leonard
Brammer; Willard Cox; Larry
Hollandsworth; W.T. Conner; Junior
Conner; Lane Carter and Clarence
Stone.
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All Deacons were asked to sit to-
gether.

The presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Clarence D. Stone as
moderator. Jamie Cooper as clerk.
Elders L.J. Brammerand W.T. Conner
were chosen to lead in the examina-
tion of the candidate. Brother Ira
Powell having been duly appointed by
Rocky Mount Church, delivered
Brother Calvin Plybon to the
Presbytery. Examination was made
by Elders W.T. Conner and Leonard
Brammer using scripture 1st Timo-
thy; ch 3. All present Elders were
invited to participate. The Presbytery
being satisfied with the examination
and answers given by the Candidate,
administered the laying on of Hands.
The Ordination Prayer was delivered
by Elder C.B. Davis. The charge was
delivered by Elder Lane Carter using
Scriptural reference.

The Moderator asked the Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother Calvin Plybon, and
the right hand of fellowship was given,
The ordained Brother was delivered
back to the church as an Ordained
Deacon of the Old School Primitive
Church at Rocky Mount, Va.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the Presbytery were read and ap-
proved. The Presbytery was dismissed
with Prayer by Elder Larry Hollands-
worth.

Clarence Stone, Moderator
Jamie Cooper, Clerk
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FOR MAY 1998
Mrs. Flora Vest, VA ..o 2.00
E.H. Chandler, LA..........cccceuvnneee. 7.00
Mrs. Lawrence Myers, VA ........... 2.00
Mrs. Mary W. Janney, VA............ 2.00
Ms. Reidy Pickral, VA................ 25.00
Mrs. Opeline Cunningham, AL ...7.00
Mrs. H.B. Rhoades, TX................ 5.00
Ms. Edna McAdams, MS ............. 2.00
John W. Mitchell, TX......ccovuneennne. 7.00
Eld. W.T. Conner, VA .................. 4.00
E.R. Graves, AL .......ccceerrenvvmmniineee 5.00
Mrs. Margaret Quesenberry, VA .2.00
Mrs. Foye Cole, NC ............c..uuee 2.00

OBITUARIES

IN MEMORY OF

BROTHER GEORGE CARTER

» J| rother George Wilson Carter

g ® 8| was born August 29,1902 and
was called home by his Lord on No-
vember 19, 1997. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Lizzie Green Carter,
his son, Wilson Carter, and daughter-
in-law, Louise Carter. He leaves to
mourn his loss one daughter, Orene
C.Carter, 3 sons, Weldon, Norris, and
Willard, 2 daughters-in-law, Polly and
Sarah, 6 grandchildren, 1 step grand-
daughter, 4 great grandchildren, and
one sister, Sarah Carter. His funeral
was conducted on November 22,1997
by Elder Kenneth Key and Elder
Haywood Wray after which his body
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was laid to rest in the church cem-
etery.

There is something special about
each of the Lord’s children. What |
foundto be very special about Brother
Carter was that he always greeted his
brethren with a warm handshake and
a pleasant smile. He was a man of few
words and an humble spirit. The Lord
seemed to shine in his countenance.
We are saddened by his absence and
yet we feel confident that our loss is
his eternal gain, and that he could
witness with the apostle Paul, | have
fought a good fight, | have kept the
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing.”

May his family and all who loved
him be blessed with the reconciling
peace of knowing that he is free at last
of all the trials and tribulations of this
vain world and is at rest. And may the
gentle Shepherd be with us all. In all
things may the Lord be praised.

Humbly submitted,
Mary L. Hawkins

JAMES DOUGLASS WHALEY, SR.

4| tis with great sadness that |
.| write this obituary of our be-
_Ioved brother in the spirit and my
brother-in-law in the flesh; James
Douglass Whaley, Sr., whom God in
his love and mercy called home on

December 25, 1997 was 80 years old
having been born November 22,1917,

He married my sister, Jessie Mae
Page on February 19, 1944 and to this
union two sons were born.

Brother Whaley attended the Durham
Primitive Church and other churches
several years before he was blessed
to be received into full fellowship with
the Durham Church on January 21,
1979. He was ordained as deacon on
November 18, 1979 and appointed
trustee on May 19, 1984. _

He believed the gospel doctrine of
salvation by the grace of God. He loved,
attended and supported his Church
until declining health that kept him at
home. He would then inquire about
the meetings and express deep regret
at not being able to go to church.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Sister Jessie Mae on May 10, 1993. He
leaves behind two sons, James
Douglass Whaley, Jr.and Gerald Page
Whaley, two grandchildren, Luke and
Shannon Whaley, one brother, Tho-
mas Whaley and sisters, Dorothy
Wentz of Durham, North Carolina and
Betty Stewart of Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi.

Funeral Services were held at
Hudson Funeral Home by Elders Cleo
Robertson, Thomas Solomanand W.T.
Conners.

He was laid to rest in Woodlawn
Cemetery beside his beloved wife to
await the second coming of our Sav-
ior.

Written by one who loved him,
Frances P. Brinkley
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SONG

THERE is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign,
Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain.

There everlasting spring abides,
And never-withering flowers:
Death, like a narrow sea, divides
This heavenly land from ours.

Sweet fields, beyond the swelling
Sflood,

Stand dressed in living green;

So to the Jews old Canaan stood,
While Jordan rolled between.

But timorous mortals start and
shrink

To cross this narrow sea,

And linger, shivering, on the brink,
And fear to launch away.

O ! could we make our doubts re-
move,

Those gloomy doubts that rise,
And see the Canaan that we love,
With unbeclouded eyes:

Could we but climb where Moses
stood,

And view the landscape o’er;
Not Jordan’s stream nor death’s
cold flood

Should fright us_from the shore.

Watt.
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EDITORIAL

GIVING ALL DILIGENCE

4l ebsters dic-
RAMR tionary gives
the definition of dili-
gence as; persever-
ing and careful in
work, hard working,
ELDER RH. CAMPBELL done with care,
steady effort and painstaking. | be-
lieve that Webster must have taken
his meaning from what the apostie
Peter had in mind when he wrote his
second epistle. He refers many times
tothe diligence thatshould be exerted
by the child of God in his pursuit of the
characteristics of what a child of God

should desire with all of their heart.
This was to be the whole thrust of their
lives, after they have been given the
earnest of the inheritance which they
receive when they were quickened by
the spirit. Their thoughts are to be of
the goodness and mercy of God as he
leads them in ways pleasing unto him.
Now, read again the definition of the
word diligence and see if that does
not describe the desires of your mind
as regarding your walk and conversa-
tion; the desires of your heart, not
necessarily youractual ways, because
you will never acheive your goal, in
the flesh because of the weakness of
the flesh, but that does not deter you
in your pursuit. Where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also and
yourtreasure is in that city which hath
foundations, whose builderand maker -
is God; and your life is but your jour-
ney to that city and your desire is for
this to be manifested in your actions
daily. Peter is saying, never take your
eyes off of your goal, pursue with all
diligence and you shall not fail; for. it
is better to see one doing everything
thathe can, as an evidence of his faith,
than to behold one doing nothing be-
cause he is afraid it is not God’s will.
This would be following the course of
the servant who took his talent and
buried it in the earth; he was afraid to
use the talent that he had been given
and this course of action was not
pleasing to the king, for it had been
given to be used to the best of their
ability, which alsowas torender praise
unto the king, Now, the ability and the
desire are as much a gift of God as
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anything else and does render honor
and praise unto the giver.

David’s desire was to build a house
for God to dwell in, but God told him
that he would not build it because he
was a man of war; however he would
raise up, of his seed, the one who
would build the house, which was
Solomon. This did not cause David to
justdrop the subject bcause he would
not get to accomplish his desire, but
rather, he spent the remaining years
of his life collecting materials for
Solomonto usein building the house;
and making arrangements with kings
of other nations to supply the materi-
als necessary for the completion of
the building, that David would never
see. Thisis diligence, the desire which
is from the heart and every effort will
be toward the goal of accomplishing
the desired end because it is from the
love and the faith that he had for God.
God told David that it was good that it
was in his heart to build the building,
but, that he had shed blood and would
not be the one to build the house but
his diligence was properly noted. You
do notdesire to do the things, thatyou
do forreward, with the same diligence
that you do the things that you do for
love, but, rather because of the love
that you have in your heart, you will
follow the dictates of your mind in
patient, earnest and continuous effort
to make manifestthe presence of your
love and the spirit in your life. It is for
evidence unto yourself of that love
rather than to impress someone else.
If it is to impress others, it is as the
ones who prayed on the street cor-
ners to be seen of men, verily they

have their reward in this life, butthose
who do it from a sense of love for the
welfare of the household of faith shall
receive their crown of life in the world
to come, and their efforts shall not be
in vain.

(Il Peter Chap 1,vs 5-8) Peter admon-
ishes those who, as he says, have
obtained like precious faith with us:
giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa-
tience, godliness, brotherly kindness
and charity. We know, from experi-
ence, and the scriptures teach us, that
man cannot do these things in and of
themselves, but, Peter had before said
(vs 3) “According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things
that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and
virtue”the ability and desire forthese
things and the diligence to persue
these attributes come with the calling.
Just as Jesus told the apostle Paul,
when he saw him on the road to Dam-
ascus, that he had appeared to him for
this purpose, to make him a minister
and a witness both of the things thou
hast seen,and of the things in which |
will appear unto you; even so has the
revelation of Jesus in the lives of all of
the children of God been given for a
purpose, and that is that they should
give all diligence to fulfill their calling;
and which is to follow after the per-
fecting of their faith, believing all the
while,that it is Jesus working in them
both to will and to do of his good
pleasure. Jesus gives them the de-
sire, the determination and the ability
to follow in the footsteps of the flock
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as they journey to that city, but re-
member, Peter is writing to those who
have obtained like precious faith with
us, not to the world: not to those who
are at home in the world and have no
knowledge that there is another realm
other than the realm of nature in which
they are now dwelling.

Much of the writings in the scrip-
tures deal with the admonitions,
charges and teachings by the authors
of the letters; to those to whom the
epistles were addressed, and to oth-
ers of like precious faith who have
been quickened by the spirit, to show
forth this calling in their walk, talk and
lifestyle among the peoples of the
world. They were not that they might
influence or persuade the natural man
to follow their example, or to make
them see and understand the truth,
but rather that it might be made mani-
fest that there is a difference in their
values and committmentto their faith;
and that it was not just a rebellion
against the world and its lifestyle: but
a change of heart which influences
their every thought action and deed
and separates them from those around
them. As Lot’s righteous soul was
vexed with the sins of Sodom, their
soul is vexed with the ways of the
world and their desire and prayer is
that their life might be an example of
the teachings of the apostles and
prophets.

Peter's writings dwelt on these
things more than some of the others.
Possibly, because he had learned by
bitter experience that the child of God
must always be on guard against the
thoughts and deeds of the natural

mind; he was taught by his personal
experiences that he could have the
best of intentions but notbe able to do
those things that he declared that he
would do; but he was not to just quit
and give up because he did not suc-
ceed in his endeavors. He told Jesus,
onone occasion, that he would not let
the Jews take him and kill him, but,
Jesus said, (Math Chap 16, vs 23)
“Get thee behind me, Satan: for
thou art an offense unto me: _for
thou savourest not the things that
be of God, but those that be of
men.” Knowing these things and the
weakness and depravity of the flesh
he still admonishes his brethren to
give all diligence to make their calling
and election sure. Jean Dixon once
said that she prayed as though every-
thing depended on God butworked as
though all things depended on her;
there is a lot more truth to this state-
mentthan possibly even she realized,
because that is exactly what Peter is
advising here. Give all diligence to
make you calling and election sure
and yet, we know ,that Peter realized
that the salvation of all, and their elec-
tion, was the work of God and him
alone; but he still felt it good to keep
admonishing the brethren to work as
though the outcome depended on their
efforts; notin order to attain their goal
but rather because of what had al-
ready been accomplished for them in
the confines of their heart and soul.
As God told David, it was good that it
was in his heart to build the house of
God although it did not get the house
built; likewise it is good for these
desires to be the motivating force in
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the lives of those who feel to be the
most blessed people in the world and
cannot but want this to be manifestin
their lives.

-~ Peter’'s admonition here is in the
same theme as the apostle Paul when
he said (Rom Chap 12,vs 1-2) “I BE-
SEECH you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.
Andbe not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
Paul did not believe that it depended
on what the creature did, to accom-
plish their salvation, but it was what
should be reasonably expected of
them to commit their all to the love of
God and to follow his teachings with
their whole heart. They were to lay
down their lives for him to prove their
love for him and his word and no
longer conform their lives to the ways
of the world just because the majority
of the world is lining up at the broad
gate that leads unto destruction. The
desire given unto all is that their lives
should be spent for the welfare of the
church but when they view it, it makes
them realize, every day that they live,
how far short they come of being wor-
thy of his love and mercy, and yet , in
spite of this they feel that they are
recipients of them. (1John Chap
3,vs16) “Hereby perceive we the
love of God, because he laid down
his life for us: and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren”,

this is referring to the same diligence,
in the lives of the recipients of this
love and mercy, by John, that Peter is
speaking of in his epistles.

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and
electionsure: forifyou dothesethings,
ye shall never fail: for so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abun-
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
What a grand and glorious prospect
this is to one who sees themselves to
be the weakest of the weak and the
vilest of the vile. Paul said that he was
the chiefest of sinners and yet he still
felt that it was the reasonable service
ofthosewhowereso savedand called
with a holy calling to present their
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, not just on Sunday or
in the formal worship services, but,
each and every day of their lives here
on earth. Theirimpression and desire
to do these things is their calling from
God and comes from the heart, so
never shun them for fear of what man
may say or because of mans judge-
ment.

Then Peter goes on to say;(ll Peter
Chap 1,vs 12) “Wherefore I will not
be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things,
though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth.”
This was how Peter practiced what he
preached; not being negligent, is be-
ing diligent and therefore he wanted
to bring these things to their remem-
brance again although they already
knew them. The children of God know
how weak and insufficient they are, in
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and of themselves and their need to
have these things brought to their
minds again, therefore their desire to
do them is just as strong as Peter’s
desire is to not let them be negligent
of the high and holy calling of their
God.

This was his admonition to his fel-
lows elders also;(1 Peter Chap 5,vs2)
'"Feed the flock of God which is
among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly, not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; Neither as being
lords over God’s heritage, but be-
ing ensamples to the flock.” They
were to fulfill their calling, not as po-
sitions of authority over others but
rather as servants to the sheep, notas
Doctors of Divinity lording itover their
flock butin demonstration ofthe power
of God in giving them the manna from
heaven, in like manner as Jesus did
when the apostles fed the multitudes
with afew loaves and fishes. Their gift
was forthe flock, and their calling was
to distribute that which was given
unto them, meekly humbly and rever-
ently as unto God; and a God called
minister does this with all of the dili-
gence thatthey canmuster, and all the
while, feeling that they are unprofit-
able servants.

(Il peter Chap 3,vs10-12) “But the
day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in which the
heavens shall pass away with
greatnoise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up. See-
ing then that all these things shall

be disolved, what manner of per-
sons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness,where-
Jore beloved, seeing that ye look
Jorsuch things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace,
without spot, and blameless.” This
is the reason for Peters admonitions;
thatthey may be reminded ofthe harsh
reality ofthe end of all things for which
they look and believe to be their fu-
ture; and therefore, these things be-
ing so, theirwhole life should be com-
mitted to God: and their exercise of
faith should be their constant effort
and desire. By this they would indeed
grow in grace and in the knowledge of
their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ;
and thereby would add to their faith
virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa-
tience, godliness, brotherly kindness
and charity, and as Peter says, if ye do
these things ye shall not fail. You do
these things, notbecause ofany good-
ness in your flesh, but because you
were created in ChristJesus unto good
works, which God hath before or-
dained that you should walk in them;
these are the good works that Paul is
talking about and the steadfastness is
thediligence that Peteristalking about.
(Eph Chap4,vs 1) “I therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the voca-
tion wherewith ye are called, with
all lowliness and meeknes, with
longsuffering, forbearing one an-
other in love; endeavouring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” Paul’s letter to the church
atEphesus is one of the most interest-
ing of all his writings. He begins with
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the sincere milk of the word, the solid
foundation points of the doctrine, pre-
destination, election quickening of the
spirit and goes oninto the application
of these truths in the life of the saints.
He declares the absolute security of
the saints in that they were chosen in
Christ Jesus before the foundation of
the world; being predestinated unto
the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ unto himself according to the
pleasure of his will: that he was made
aminister, according to the gift of the
grace of God given unto him by the
effectual working of God’s mighty
power, but he still besought the breth-
ren to walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith they were called. He did
not believe, for a minute that, this was
to insure their salvation, but as he
said on another occasion, it was only
reasonable that they should do this
because of the love and adoration that
they had for God’s unspeakable gift
that he had bestowed upon them. This
is why there are so many admonitions
in the scriptures; the writers were so
aware, from experience, of the weak-
ness. and slothful nature of man that
they desired , that their love for the
brethren and God, should be made
manifest by their walk and in their
diligence to show forth their abiding
faith.

As he said in his letter to the He-
brews (Heb Chap 6,vs 1) “Therefore
leaving the principles of the doc-
trine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the
Soundation of repentance from
dead works, and faith toward God,
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and

of laying on of hands, and of the -
resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgement. And this we
will do, if God permit.” and then he
goes on to say that once enlightened,
if they fall away , it is impossible to
renew them again, but he says we are
persuaded better things of them, and
things thataccompany salvation. God
is not unrighteous to forget their work
and labor of love which they have
shewed toward his name, and desired
that everyone of them shew the same
diligence tothe full assurance of hope
unto the end. The basic fundamentals
of the doctrine are crucial to the salva-
tion of the saints, but also, he that
hath established these same funda-
mentals, hath also created them in
Christ Jesus unto good works, and
ordained thatthey should walkinthem.
They are not changing doctrines when
they move from predestinationto good
works and their diligence unto them,
but rather, they are two sides of the
same coin. Predestination and the
absolutes are God’s side of the equa-
tion and are the basis of all things;
nothing occurs outside of these
perameters, and it is their being ful-
filled in the child of God whereby they
have the diligence and determination
to persevere in the race that is set
before them. They glorify God, not
man, and are but outward manifesta-
tions of the presence of the spirit in
their heart; they are not, man made,
but are spiritually inspired. The same
spirit is working in Peter and Paul in
their admonitions to the saints, to
give all diligence to make their calling
and election sure, as it is in the saints
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who are endeavoring to do the same.
If the works are not inspired of the
spirit they are as filthy rags before
God. The absolute power, grace, love
and determinate counsel of God are
the foundation upon which the build-
ing is laid: the diligence of the saints
tomake theircalling and election sure,
and the good works thatare produced,
are the blessings, here in time, that
God bestows on the church from
which the saints receive strength and
courage to press on to the mark of the
prize of the high calling of God (Psa
27, vs 13-14) “I had fainted, unless
I had believed to see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the
living. Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on the
Lord.” These diligent continuous
strivings of the saints are beautiful
manifestations ofthe goodness of God
in the land of the living.

Brethren, these admonitions are as
applicable in this day as they were in
the apostles day: it is beautiful to see
these characteristics being wrought
outin the lives of the saints of God, in
the cuurch. The good works that they
perform do not add glory to the king-
dom of God, it was complete as de-
signed, but, they sure do cheer and
encourage the hearts of the faithful as
they behold the careful diligent walk,
and the constant display of the love
that prompts these actions as they
run with patience the race that is set
before them. They are looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of their
faith and unto God the architect of
their salvation; they are surely wor-

shipping them indeed and in spirit
and truth by their actions.

(Il Peter Chap 3, vs 14) " Wherefore,
beloved seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace,
without spot, and blameless."This
is the soul's desire in all who have
been saved and called with a holy
calling, and they should steadfastly
maintain their diligentsearch forthese
truths in their lives and present them-
selves as a living sacrifice unto God

for the unspeakable gift of his love

and mercy; This is the earnest of the
inheritance laid up for them in that
land where Jesus has gone to prepare
a place for them that love him: all of
them of like precious faith. None have
ever acheived their desired goal , in
this respect, but that should never
cause you to waiver in you efforts, the
desire is good and they are profitable
because they give you joy in trying
and others pleasure in beholding your
faith, in action.

Never let anyone demean your ef-
forts in giving all diligence to make
your calling and election sure; if you
have the desire to do these things; do
them with all your might, for God
knoweth the heartof manand heis the
one to be the judge, and he rewardeth
the cheerful giver whether it be in
giving material things, the fruit of the
lips in praise unto his holy name or the
effort to manifest the love that you
have for God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Ghost. Man cannot
possibly be a righteous judge of your
works: and certainly not the man in
nature: ifthey are children ofthe heav-
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enly King they shoulid never discour-
age you in your labor of love, and if
they are not, you should not be con-
cerned about what they think, or their
opinions, in determining your course
of action. The most beautiful sight to
those who have been born again is to
see the spirit being made manifest in
the lives of a brother by their actions;
that fearful humble countenence that
is the mark of the saints of God when
they talk of the things of God, and
especially, when they are striving to
do those things that they are admon-
ished to do by the apostles and proph-
ets as an evidence of the love that they
have for their heavenly Father.

In bonds of love,
Richard H. Campbell

ARTICLES

BISHOP AND DEACON

ad| his subject is one of much
-8l importance in the church of
God and we hope the remarks offered
to the readers of the Signs of the
Times will be in direct accord with the
word of God as recorded in the NEW
TESTAMENT. The apostie Paul, in the
third chapter of first Timothy, says the
one that desires the office of Bishop
desireth a good work. He must be
blameless. What could Paul have
meant, knowing that man in his best
estate is altogether vanity, and thatin
him, that is, in his flesh, dwells no
good thing? He was referring to the

qualifications: the husband of one
wife, vigilant, sober, of good behav-
ior, given to hospitality, apt to teach,
notgiventowine, nostriker, notgreedy
of filthy lucre, but patient; not a braw-
ler, not covetous, one who ruleth well
in his own house, having, his children
in subjection, with all gravity. (Forifa
man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?) Not a novice, lest
being lifted up with pride he fall into
the condemnation of the devil. The
qualifications are: (a) To be the hus-
band of one wife he must be, in his
marriage relations according to the
flesh, as though there was no other
womenintheworld. (b) To be vigilant
he must be attentive to discover and
avoid danger; alert, cautious. (c) To
be sober he must be habitually tem
perate, especially in the use of in-
toxicating liquors, self-possessed,
calm, steady, sedate. (d) Of good be-
havior, one must be of good con-
duct, deportment and manners (e)
Given to hospitality, one must have
the faculty of entertaining friends and
strangers with kindness and liberal-
ity. (f) Apt to teach, To teach, one must
be able to give the connection and
meaning of the subject matter under
consideration. (g) Not given to wine.
Which in the relation of quality is
embraced in the word sober. (h) No
striker. This qualification does not
apply to one who has natural strength
to perform manual labor of any kind,
but has reference to one making at-
tacks on another to carry out a selfish
end and take advantage secretly to
the hurt of an individual. (i) Not greedy

\
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of filthy lucre. This has many different
relations in everyday life, but to be
brief we would give as the qualifica-
tion, as being not greedy for the trea-
sures of this world, which have many
sources. We do not here infer that
these requirements would bar the in-
dividual from trying to providean hon-
est living in the eyes of all men, but it
does denounce the one who would
take advantage of another to deprive
him of possession and then not com-
pensate for the same, by which the
individual would be loser. (j) But pa-
tient. To be patient is to bear hard-
ships, affliction or insults, enduring
with forbearance and waiting with
calmness. (k) Nota brawler. A brawler
is onewho goes about gendering strife
and creating greater confusion and
trying to add to trouble, instead of
being quiet and seeking things that
would make for peace. (1) Not covet-
ous. One who is not covetous does
not look on the effects of others to
deprive and dispossess them of the
comforts they are enjoying, but rather
rejoices to see their prosperity and in
thanksgiving to God implores for the
continuance of His blessings. These
qualifications Paul emphasizes as
being necessary in a moral way for
one to be abishop. Some creeds try to
lay out and discern certain gifts to
certain work in the church or-
ganization, but the Old School Bap-
tist Church has only two offices in
church organization: Elders and Dea-
cons. The apostles when they had
ordained them Elders in every church
and had prayed with fasting, they
commendedthem tothe Lord onwhom

they believed. (Acts xiv. 23) Elders, as
they are called, are regularly ordained
men under the authority of the church
by a presbytery of Elders and the lay-
ing on of hands and prayer, which
bestows upon the one ordained the
full functions of a gospel minister. He
is then subject to be called to serve
churches as pastor, of which he is to
take the oversightthereof, notforfilthy
lucre’s sake, but of a ready mind, -
which work is of the Lord, as He is not
only the overseer, but the one to see
for the Holy Ghost has made Him
overseer.

Elders, in the language of Paul,
"take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which He hath purchased
with His own blood." (Acts xx 38.)
After all the qualifications Paul enu-
merated as to the natural man, they
could notmake one an overseer of the
church of God, as the Holy Ghost
must make him overseer. An overseer
is one who superintends all matters
relative to the peace and prosperity of
the church of God. The Spirit, speak-
ing to John on the isle of Patmos,
called them angels, and for any pastor
to neglecttofaithfully warnthe church
or churches of his pastorate, the wel-
fare of that church is to be required at
his hand. Elders are undershepherds,
and are sent out by the Shepherd
(Jesus Christ) to feed His flock and to
care forthem, and all responsibility to
him rests upon the undershepherd, or
pastor, ofthe church. He is not permit-
ted to turn away from reproving or
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rebuking with all longsuffering and
doctrine because it would not suit
cerlain individuals. If he should do so
he would be greedy of filthy lucre.
Elders would and it is much easier to
serve brethren as churches ifall could
feel the responsiveness of their pas-
tor to God for his stewardship. There
would be great changes in the attitude
of many toward their pastor. We hear
expressions that the minister, Elder
or pastor, any of these terms we wish
to know him by, should not consider
the financial welfare of the church. We
have no authority to take such a posi-
tion or express such views of the
overseer of the church of God, any
more than we would if we had an
overseer of our entire house for him
not to consider the preservation or
protection in every way. The apostles
received offerings from the brethren
in a financial way and looked after the
applicationto seethat the proper distri-
bution was made. Yes, but we hear
one say, we have deacons to do that.
Deacons were setapart by the apostles
to satisfy the demands of the widows
in daily ministrations that were ne-
glected. For the apostles to have to
turn and serve in these daily ministra-
tions would require too much of their
time from the ministry, and we wish
our readers to note the apostles did
not give to the deacons any functions
in the church relations only to serve
the church in these matters relative to
daily ministrations and all were sup-
plied from one common store. The
deacons could only mete out such as
- was delivered into their hands.

We now come to the qualifications -
ofthe deacons. Paul said thatlikewise
must the deacons be grave, not
double-tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy of fiithy lucre, hold-
ing the mysteries of the faith in a pure
conscience, and let them use the of-
fice of deacon, being found blame-
less. Even so must their wives be
grave, not slanderous, sober, faithful
in all things. Let the deacons be the
husband of one wife, ruling their chil-
dren and their own houses well, for
they who use the office of deacon will
purchase to themselves a good de-
gree and great boldness in the faith
which is in Christ Jesus. Relative to
the office of deacon in the church of
God, we consider this office, when
filled according to the gospel of great
importance. We feel to give what be-
longs to the office of deacon. In his
office he is set apart lo assist the
minister in looking after the poor and
afflicted. We have no record in the
New Testament requiring them to re-
port to the apostles or church, but
because ofthe distribution of the funds
of which all the church is the sup-
porteritis necessary to give or render
aperfectaccount of such as they were
required to disburse, and if they have
not sufficient funds to meet the de-
mands they should report at once to
the church, and call attention to what
things are necessary to meet the de-
mands, and when these requirements
arefilled the minister and the deacons
are acquitted. The minister, in all his
service, is the servant to the church
and an example, and should have the
esteem of every member forthe work’s
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sake. The deacons should assist the
minister in seeing that every order of
the churchis carried out. Where there
is a working togelher of pastor and
deacons and of the brethren we find a
healthy church. When we find dea-
cons who feel that they are over the
church and pastor, and that no mem-
ber has any right to question them
about what they do, and who stand
outagainst the church, trylng to avoid
the execution of the orders of the
church, and give no report of their
handling of the church’s financial mat-
ters, trouble is sure to come to them,
as that is sowing to the flesh, and the
harvest is always corruption. And for
a pastor to go away and leave the
church that has called him, without
first having her consent, is a gross
disorder,and heis sowingto his flesh,
For a church to be in good order,
pastor, deacons and every member
are denying themselves, bearing with
one another and laboring for things
that make for peace, and, if possible,
hiding the weakness we see in each
otherinthe flesh,and watching for the
good which is manifested by the Spirit.
“Thatby these ye might be partak-
ers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust. And be-
side this, giving all diligence, add
to your faith virture; and to virtue
knowledge; and to knowledge tem-
perance; and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godliness;
and to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in
you, and abound, they make you

that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Elder C.W. Vaugn

VOICES OF THE PAST

Dear Brethren and
Friends in the Lord:

have had a mind for some
B8] time to write some for the
Signs. My weakness and imperfec-
tions have given me much fear; how-
ever, | believe the Lord is able to give
me strength to do so, if it be his will. |
hope and pray He will direct my mind
in the right way.

I was born in Patrick County, Vir-
ginia, August 11, 1920, in a little log
cabin aboutfive miles from Fairystone
Park. My mother had been married
before, and been left with some small
children. When | was about eight
months old my natural father died,
leaving my mother again with more
small children.

| do not remember much about my
life until | was about eight years old.

We did not own a home and found
ourselves moving from one place to
another. Atabout the age of eight| had
scarlet fever, and the doctor told the
neighbors that he did not think| would
live. | was out for some time, | do not
know how many days, and did not
know anything. My grandfather lived
with us about this time, and he was
taken sick and died.
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My mother did not have the money
to buy clothes for me to go to school,
so | had to wear my grandfather’s
clothes. lwentto school butverylittle,
and what time | did go | was nick-
named Grandpa, because my clothes
were too large for me. Sometime in
early life | had serious thoughts about
death and what would become of me
after death; but as | thought on these
things, | also thought | had plenty of
time; and before | got old | would think
more about it. But time went on, and
sometimes it did not bear on my mind
so heavy; but other times it would get
so heavy that it seemed | could not
bear it.

| felt to be so young, and such avile

sinner, but | thought | was too young
- toeventhinkaboutjoiningthe Church
because most of them were up in age.
Ithoughtlwas tooyoung even to think
of such things, and would try to put
them out of mind. | would go with my
motherto church,and would see them
and my mother crying, and | could not
understand why. Why would they cry
ifthey were happy? I did not know that
their tears were of joy. | have always
felt to be a misfit with my school-
mates, and with the Church people
today. | well remember that one time
my teacher came to me on the school
ground and said to me, ‘‘Leonard, why
don’t you play with the other chil-
dren?” | don’t remember what | told
her, but | felt so unwanted by my
schoolmates.

There was an Elder who was to
preachatachurchclosetothe school-
house, and the teacher told us chil-
drenthatwe would all go down to hear

him. Most of the children as well as
myself were glad to get away from
schoolawhile; and this was the church
| had been going to with my mother.
We all went in and sat down, and the
Elder began to preach.

Atthe close of his sermon he turned
to us children and began to admonish
us how we should mind our parents,
and how we should not worry them;
for this was good in the sight of God.
Before | knew what had taken place, |
began to choke up in my throat. | have
said, and still say, that | believe that
was the first sermon | ever heard.
Sometime after that my mother came
back from church and told me that the
church wanted me to be their house-
keeper. | was twelve or more years old
at this time, and | felt that to be a great
honor: | would sweep the dust that
came from the Saint’s feet; and to be
adoorkeeper in the House of the Lord
was more than | felt worthy to be.

Time went on and | got worse in-
stead of better, it seemed to me. | had
heard people say that after you pass
twelve years of age, that you would
come to the age of accountability; and
now | have passed that and have not
felt the deliverance at the hand of the
Lord. Time went on, and we moved to
the little Town of Bassett, Va., and |
went to work in the plant there. My
burden of sin became so heavy it
seemed | could notlive. | became very
ill and could not hold down my job.
This gave me much concern, and |
began to lose weight; and it seemed
the doctors were doing me no good.
What to do | could not find. | would try
to pray but it seemed the Lord would
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not hear.|would gotobed atnightand
lay there trying to beg the Lord for
mercy; and when | arose in the morn-
ing, my very breathing was, “O Lord
have mercy on me. O Lord deliver
me according to thy grace. Bless
me, O Lord, that this mountain of
sin might be removed from me. I
confess before thee, O Lord of
heaven and earth, that I am vile,
Iam undone; but I believe thou art
able to set me free, thou art able to
give me life.”

| remember one night going to bed
as usual; and sometime in the night |
dreamed | saw a large body of clear
water. As | looked at this water a voice
seemed to say, In it dwelleth righ-
teousness. As | thought on this it
seemed that in it dwelled righteous-
ness for me, :

and | felt this was to show me |
should be baptized. Butl wanted more
evidence. One of my half-brothers was
boarding with us atthis time. | thought
him to be a good man and | asked him
to pray for me -- it seemed the Lord
would not hear me, and my prayers
seemed to go no higher than my head.
My half-brother went to his bedroom
that night, and | could hear his voice
but could not understand his words.
That night | dreamed | saw a man
standing in the pulpit of my home
church; and this man was my Lord,
and he beckoned for me to come. |
awoke the next morning and told my
brother the dream. He was and still is
a member of another order, but he,
said to me, “That is the church for
you.”

| had been sick all of that winter, as
| stated before. Sometime in March |
had gone to bed as before, begging
the Lord for mercy. The next morning
| awoke, got up and walked to the
window and looked out. My tongue
will never be able to describe what |
saw, and how | felt. | had never felt this
way before: as | stood before that
window | saw a new world. | believe |
saw my Lord in the pardon of my sins;
that His blood had made me clean,
and | was as free from sin as if | had
never sinned. O the peace and joy that
flooded my soul! Iwanted to talk about
my Saviourto every onelmet. | wanted
totellthem what He had done for me --
how he had come and taken my feet
out of the pit,and putanew songinmy
mouth, even praise to His name. My
thought and desire was to tell the
churchmy feelings; butl wanted more
evidence. It came to me that if | didn’t
go with whatl had, | would not receive
any more. | felt that | would die if | did
not go. ,

| was now only seventeen years of
age. | went before the church at
Riverview, Bassett, Virginia, the fourth
Sunday in March, 1938, and was re-
ceived. | was baptized the fourth Sun-
day morning in May, 1938. | felt | left
something there that has not been
with me since: the heavy load | carried
was gone, and I felt| had been enabled
of the Lord to do His will for the first
time in my life.

Iwent on rejoicing | don’t know how
long; but soon Satan came along and
begantotempt me, andthese thoughts
would arise in my mind: You have
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gone to these good people and told
them that you have a hope of heaven;
and they believed you. You should be
ashamed of yourself. Over this | be-
gan to beg the Lord again, O Lord,
what must | do? | want to be submis-
sive to thy will. it would be hard for me
to go back and tell them | was mis-
taken in the whole thing; but, Lord, if
| have done wrong, | will go back and
ask them to take my name off of the
Church Book.

About this time | laid down on the
bed in mother’s room, not knowing
what to do. | cannot tell whether | was
asleep or not, but a man’s hand ap-
peared before me. | could see the robe
as it swung from his wrist; and as |
beheld this strange sight, | saw his
arm--and then | saw a body, but did
not see his face. And, behold, it was
the body of my Lord: | could see the
blood and water flowing from His side.
As | write this my eyes are dim with
tears. As | beheld this glorious sight,
the words seemed to say within me,
This blood was shed for me.

| went on for some time,--a stranger
to myself and to others, | thought. |
became burdened again, and what
was wrong | did not know. | did try
againto begthe Lord to show me what
he would have me do.l even asked the
Lord if | was wrong about the whole
thing, and if | should go back and
repent again; or if | had left my first
love. My cry was, O Lord, help me. O
Lord, lead me in the right way. Keep
me by the right hand of thy righteous-
ness.

| well remember at church one time,
a brother Deacon called me aside and

said, Brother Brammer, | have been
watching you, and | see your interest
in the Church, and seemingly you are
carrying a burden for a deacon; and |
wanted to ask you about it. | did not
deny it, and told him | felt to be bur-
dened forsomething, but did not know
what for. My home church called a
presbytery to look into my qualifica-
tions as a deacon. This was in June,
1949, the fourth Saturday. After this |
went for a short time thinking that this
would ease my burden; but in a few
months the burden came back worse
thanever. Againldid notknowwhatto
do. My dear reader if you have not
traveled this road you may not know
what | am talking about; but if you
have, then you know.

| began to feel that | would have to
speakin public; butmy thoughts were,
I cannotdo this forlam slow of speech
and of a stammering tongue; and |
would try to put it away from me. Time
went on and | thought | could cast it
aside; but it was greaterthan|. lwould
make many excuses, but none of them
did any good. My burden grew worse.

About this time | had a small peach
orchard, and | spent much of my time
there. A great deal of my work was in
a bowed position; and | worked and
tried to pray and beg the Lord to show
me what he would have me do. Some-
times the burden got so heavy | would
leave my work and go to the woods
and fall down on the ground, and cry
to the Lord for mercy. Many scriptures
would come to my mind. One time
while in the field at work, | thought |
had found a good excuse, because if
| should be called to preach, | could



184

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

not serve churches as Pastor. Just at
that time my mind turned to a church
that had a pastor; and | was ashamed |
had such thoughts. (I will try to explain
this later.)

My burden was still heavy upon me,
and | still did not know what to do, but
would continue to beg the Lord over and
over, OLord, whatwould you have me to
do. Atone time it came to me, Why don’t
you putyour case before the church and
let them decide what to do. To this |
could not answer, because | felt they
would do what was right. About this
time | felt | could not stay away any
longer; and | still pleaded with the Lord.
lheardavoiceas ifitspoke tome, ‘‘Wait,
I say, upon the Lord,” and this would go
over and over in my mind: ‘“Wait, | say,
upon the Lord.” And | was made willing
towait upon Him. Now | felt that if it were
his will for me to preach, he would show
me more; if not, | would become recon-
ciled. | had tried to keep my feelings to
myself as much as | could, but | would
talk to my wife some about it. | well
remember once when | was so bur-
dened that it seemed | could not live, |
was doing some work in the house, and
| quit my work and told my wife that |
could not live with the burden | had; that
something would have to be done. Her
reply was, ‘I would notmindyou preach-
ing, if | knew you could preach; but |
would notwantyoutoworry the people.”

This was one of the things that wor-
ried me; so | did not get much comfort
from this. My pastor and | went to Bush
Arbor Church together; and | had come
tothe place | musttalkto someone. I told
him some of of the things | have written

and asked him not to tell anyone;

and he said he would not. Some-

time after this | was going to my
work one Monday morning, and a
voice seemed to speak to me, “Now
is the time, this is the day, this is the
accepted year of the Lord.” And |
said, “Lord, if you will give me
strength, | will go this coming meet-
ing.” The fourth Saturday soon
came. | did not tell anyone my feel-
ings until | got to the church that
day. My prayer was, Lord you fix it
the way you would have it to be.
When | got on the church ground,
my pastor, ElderJ.R. Hollandsworth
was already there. | went to his car
where he was reading his Bible, and
said, ‘“‘Brother Hollandsworth, | can-
not live in the condition | am in.” It
seemed death if | went, and death if
| did not go. This was the fourth
Saturday in February, 1955. We went
oninthe house and the pastorasked
me, after he told the people what |
had told him, to open service with
song and prayer, and to speak as |
felt to.

| opened to the fourth chapter of
Ecclesiastes, the 8th to the 12th
verses, and talked for fifteen or
twenty minutes. In a short time the
church | spoke of above heard that
| had begun to speak in public, and
their pastor had told them to start
looking for another pastor, (which |
did not know at the time | first
thought of this church,) and when
the deacon heard that | had begun
speaking, he said, “There is our
Pastor !I”’ | am now trying to serve
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those brethren, and three other
churches.

| have had many ups and downs in
life, but the Lord has been so good to
me. | would like to tell another dream
that | had: | dreamed that | saw a
strange looking sight -- it seemed that
| saw bubbies floating on the earth. As
- I looked at this, | saw a bright spot in
the sky, | saw the face of a man in the
sky; and this was my Lord. It was not
like you and me: it was solid gold as if
it burned in a furnace. My wife was
with me and we were sitting at a table,
she on one side and | on the other. We
were talking about how glad we were
that we had seen the Lord coming in
the clouds of glory. As we talked it
began to rain; and | thought it was the
rain of fire and brimstone; but | was
not afraid because we had seen the
Lord. | awoke my wife and told her in
tears about my dream. | was crying so
loud that it awoke my children up
stairs; and they began to cry: the
whole family was happy. | have a
hope that some day | will see my Lord
for myself and not another.

Early in this article | stated that | had
scarlet fever, the doctorgave me upto
die. My mother told me after | started
to speak in public, that while | was
sick, she went to the kitchen and kneit
down on the hearth rock, and asked
the Lord to spare my life: if He would
just spare my life she would be willing
for the Lord to take me and use me
anyway he saw fit. She said while she
was praying, she saw a small light in
the crevice of the hearth rock, and felt
| would get better. That was about
forty years ago.

I feel that the Lord has beenso good
to me, that he has been my strength,
my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion. May His high and holy Name
have the praise, the honor, and the
glory, both now and forever. Amen.

Elder Leonard J. Brammer
Rt. 3, Box 269
Martinsville, Va. 24112

"O wretched man thatIam!'"—
ROMANS vii. 24.

ow, these feelings which

: 1] the Apostle groaned under
are experienced by all the quickened
family. Blessed then be the name of
God most High, that he inspired him
to trace out and leave upon record his
experience, thatwe might derive com-
fort and relief from it. What should we
otherwise have thought ? We should
havereasoned thus: Here is an apostle
perfectly holy, perpetually heavenly-
minded, having nothing but the image
of Christ in him, continually living to
the Lord’s glory, and unceasingly en-
joying communionwith himwe should
have viewed him as a perfect saint, if
he had not told us what he was; and
then, having viewed him as a perfect
saint, we should have turned our de-
sponding eyes into our own bosom,
and seen such an awful contrast, that
weshould despair of ever being saved
at all! But seeing the soul conflict
which the Apostle passed through,
and feeling a measure of the same in
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our own bosom, it encourages, sup-
ports, and leads the soul on to believe
that this is the way in which the saints
are called to travel, however rough,
rugged, and perplexing it may be to
them.

Be assured, then, if you have never
cried out from the depths of your soul,
‘O wretched man thatlam | ““you are
dead in sin, or dead in a profession. If
internal guilt, misery, and condemna-
tion never forced that cry from your
bosom, depend upon it, the life and
power of God is not in your soul. But
ifthere has been, andstill is, from time
to time, this cry in your breast, forced
out of it by the pressure of sin and
guilt, you have a testimony that the
same Lord who taught Paul is teach-
ing you.

Elder J.C. Philpot

ROMANS 13: 10-14.

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour:
therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.

And that, knowing the time, and now
itis high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed.

The night is far spent, the day is at
hand: let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on
the armour of light.

Let us walk honestly, as in the day
not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying.

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the flesh, to

Julfil the lusts thereof.

MEETINGS

SOUTH OUACHITA ASSOCIATION
he South Ouachita Associa-

=-S8| tion will be held, the Lord
willing, on Saturday and Sunday, Sep-
tember 26 & 27, 1998.

Union Church, located about five
miles southeast of Marion, Louisiana,
will host the Association. All lovers of
the truth are invited to come and be
with us.

Ned Barron, Assoc. Clerk
(318) 778-4217

1825-1998

he 1998 Pigg River Primitive

' Baptist Association will con-
vene the Lord willing, for our one
hundred seventy third sessionat Pigg
River Church, in Franklin County, Va.

Services to begin on Friday, July 31,
and two days following, Saturday, Au-
gust 1, and Sunday August 2.

Those coming from north and south
on 220 - go to Rocky Mount, Virginia,
take route 40 west to Ferrum,turnright
on route 602 - go by College campus
app.4mi.from 602 - go straighton 752
turn right on 750 to church.

We invite our dear Brethern and all
lovers of the truth to be with us.

Jamie E. Cooper

PROVERBS 23:26.

My son, give me thine heart, and
let thine eyes observe my ways.
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SMITH RIVER
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

he Lord willing the next ses-
sion ofthe Smith River Primi-

tive Baptist Association will be held
with Laurel Creek Church, Floyd
County, Virginia on September 4th,
5th and 6th. We invite all our faith and
order come be with us at this meeting.
The church is located in Floyd
County, Virginia. Traveling north from
Floyd Town on highway 221 go 8.3
miles to Stonewall and turn left on
highway 612 go 4.9 miles turn left on
Cole Knob Road highway 673 for .8

miles to Laurel Church Road highway
608. Turn right for .4 miles to Church.

Wilford G. Parsons'

Association Clerk

THE SOUTH ARKANSAS
ORIGINAL OLD SCHOOL
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

Al he South Arkansas Original

B8| Old School Primitive Baptist
_ Assomatlon will be held with Pilgrim
Rest Church off Highway 167 north of
Fordcyce, Arkansas. Take 273 about
1/2 mile to the Church. Session be-
gins on Saturday before the third Sun-
day in September (September 19-20,
1998)

We invite all Elders, Brothers and
Sisters of same faith and order to
come and be with us at this meeting if
the Lord’s will.

Asso. Clerk, Frances Townley
301 Truitt St.
Benton, Arkansas 72015

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

nll he Lord willing the Staunton
B8 River Union will be heid at
Weatherford Primitive Baptist Church
the fifth Sunday and Saturday before
in August. The song service will begin
at 10:00 a.m.

Directions: Turn off route 29 busi-
ness onto Music Street (beside Amos
Fine Foods in Gretna, VA) the church
is approximately five miles at the in-
tersection of Weatherford Road and
Music Street.

We welcome all lovers of the truth to
come and be with us.

Elder Raymond Goad - Moderator
Pam Betterton - Clerk

WEST COUNTRY LINE UNION

Bl he West Country Line Union

-8 | meeting will be held at the
Dan River Church on Sunday August
30th, with Greensboro Church being
host. A presbytery will be formed in
the afternoon for the purpose of ex-
amination and if found to be qualified,
the ordination of Brother Herbert
Edwards to the office of Deacon of
Greensboro Church.

All lovers of the truth are invited to
this meeting especially Elders of our
faith and order.

The morning service will begin at
10:00 a.m. and afternoon service at
2:00 p.m.

Elder Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Wayne Edwards, Clerk
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CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR JUNE 1998

Walter F. Griffith, NC ................ $2.00
Mrs. Florence D. Maxey, VA ....... 2.00
Alelaide Gerry, NV ..........ccceeunneee 2.00
Ms. Tina Walker, MS ................. 32.00
Mrs. Connie Page, NC ................ 5.00
Mrs. Darlence Shipman, TX........ 2.00
Mrs. Rlee B. Houchins, VA ......... 2.00
Eld. B.K. Smith, CA...................... 2.00
Julian Ray, NC..........coociniiiiiiinnnne 2.00
Fred Murphy, VA .........ccccoiireeneeee 2.00
J.C. Carroll, NC ........ccvvvevceiineenn 5.00
Mrs. H.R. Toney, MS ................... 7.00
Mrs. Harold May, AL ................. 12.00

OBITUARIES

SISTER NANCY SCHOOLFIELD RAY

24| ister Nancy Schoolfield Ray
4| was the daughter of the late
Thomas and RosellaSchoolfield. Born
November 17, 1914 and departed life
on April 1, 1998 at the age of 83. She
was married to Brother Sam Ray whom
preceded her in death in 1971. She is
survived by a daughter, Joan Owens
of High Point, NC and sons, Glenn Ray
of McLeansville, NC, William S. Ray,
Jr. of Plattsville, AL and Jerry Ray of
Summerfield, NC 10 grandchildren, 8
great-grandchildren and 2 great-great
grandchildren. We pray our Heavenly

Fatherwill be with them in their time of
SOrrow.

Sister Ray joined Dan River Primi-
tive Baptist Church the 4th Sunday of
November, 1972. She was faithful to
attend her church and other churches
of our faith and order until her declin-
ing health prevented her from doing
so. Sister Ray was a precious Sister of
humble walk. She always has a sweet
smile for you. One of her favorite
hymns was ‘‘Grace ’tis a Charming
Sound.”

Her funeral was April 4, 1998 at 11
a.m. in Lambeth Troxler Chapel by her
Pastor, Elder Kenneth R. Key. She
was laid to rest in the Lake View Cem-
etery in Greensboro, NC.

She will be greatly missed by her
family and also by those who loved
her in the Spirit of the Lord.

Written by: Amanda Saunders &
Mabel Ray

Eider Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Allen Carroll, Clerk

DEUTERONOMY 28: 1-3.

And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the
voice of the Lord thy God, to ob-
serve and to do all his command-
ments which I command thee this
day, that the Lord thy God will set
thee on high above all nations of
the earth:

And all these blessings shall
come on thee, and overtake thee,
if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the Lord thy God.
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MEMORIAL FOR
DEACON GLENN ROBERT SLATE

t is with much sadness that |

| attempt to write this obituary
of another one of our Dan River Mem-
bers. Brother Glenn was a kind and
gentle person and had much compas-
sion and love for his church family.
This dearly beloved brother in Christ
will be sorely missed.

He was born on June 9, 1914 in
Coalwood, West Virginia, and died
suddenly March 23,1998 near his home
in Danville, Virginia. He lived most of
his life in North Carolina and Virginia,
and had been a resident of Danville
since 1950. During his early life he
was a farmer and more recently, be-
fore his retirement was a painter with
the Maintenance Department of the
Danville School Board.

Brother Slate was one of eight chil-
dren and is survived by his wife of 62
years, Elsie Gordon Slate of Danville,
Virginia; a daughter, Barbara S. Tay-
lor of Danville, Virginia; asister, Margie
Thompson of Winston-Salem, NC;
grandchildren, Jennifer T Kimel and
Robert Taylor; great-grand child,
Micah Joseph Kimel.

Brother Slate joined Dan River Primi-
tive Baptist Church on August 24,
1957. He loved his church dearly and
was a strong believer in the doctrine
of Salvation by Grace. He had a spe-
cial love for his brothers and sisters in
Christ and on Sunday just a day be-
fore his death, he greeted everyone
most cordially and seemed to really
enjoy what was to be his last service.

Until the end, he was a faithful, dedi-
cated servant of his Lord.

Brother Slate was ordained a dea-
con at Dan River Church in 1984. In
this capacity he served the church
with honor and dignity. As we recall
the years we can appreciate the fact
that we had the privilege of knowing
and being in the fellowship of this
dear Brother.

His funeral was conducted on
Wednesday, March 25, 1998 at Dan
River Primitive Baptist Church by El-
der Kenneth R. Key and Elder Haywood
Wray. The body was laid to rest in the
Dan River Church Cemetery to await
the coming of our Lord.

May God bless this lovely family and
comfortand reconcile them as only he
can do.

Written by request of Dan River
Church in conference.

John Collie
Elder Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Brother Allen Carroll, Clerk

PROVERSBS 3: 1-4.

My son, forget not my law; but let
thine heart keep my commandments:

For length of days, and long life,
and peace, shall they add to thee.

Let not mercy and truth forsake
thee: bind them about thy neck; write
them upon the table of thine heart:

So shalt thou find favour and good
understanding in the sight of God
and man.

Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.
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SISTER LESSIE O’DELL SPENCER

d| ith deep regret we record
AAM| the death of our sisterin the
Lord Lessie Alberta O’dell Spencer,
at the age of 83. Sister Spencer was
born near Stuart, in Patrick County,
Virginia, on March 23, 1914, a daugh-
ter of the late Richard (““Dick”’’) O’dell
and Lillie Foster O’dell.

She was united in marriage to Jo-
seph Carl Spencer, who preceded her
in death. To their union were given
five children: one son, Joseph Carl
Spencer, who preceded her in death.
To their union were given five chil-
dren: one son, Joseph Carl Spencer,
Jr:, and four daughters, Mrs. Margaret
S. Albanese, Mrs. Shirley S. Dean,
Mrs. Barbara S. Chappell and Mrs.
Sandra S. Chavis. Their son also pre-
ceded her in death.

Sister Spencer requested a home
with Liberty Church on the first Satur-
day in May 1985, was received and
baptized the following day by Elders
John Wingfield and Paul Hopkins.
Poor health prevented her from at-
tending meetings on a regular basis
for very long. Following the death of
her husband, she moved to northern
Virginia to live with her daughters.

Sister Lessie died on September13,
1997. Her funeral service was con-
ducted atthe Lee Chapelin Manassas,
Virginia by Pastor Samuel Neal. In
addition to her daughters, she was
survived by two sisters, Mrs. Cline
(Odlean) Conner and Mrs. Lawrence
(Irene) Sledge.

We, the members of Liberty Church,
desire to be submissive to the will of

our Heavenly Father in removing Sis-
ter Spencer from our midst. May she
rest in complete peace with Him until
He returns to reunite her spirit, soul
and body together, and carry herhome
to dwell forever.

Three copies of this obituary are to
be made, and distributed as
follows:one to be included in our
churchrecords, one to be given to her
family, and one to be submitted to
Signs of the Times for publication.

Done by order of Liberty Church in
conference, the 28th day of Febru-
ary,1998.

Eid. John T. Wingfield, Mod.
Paul Preckitt, Clerk

PSALM 7: 1-4.

O Lord my God, in thee do I put my
trust: save me from all them that
persecute me, and deliver me:

Lest he tear my soul like a lion,
rending it in pieces, while there is
none to deliver.

O Lord my God, if I have done this;
if there be iniquity in my hands;

If I have rewarded evil unto him
that was at peace with me; (yea, I
have delivered him that without cause
is mine enemy:)

NANNIE MAE W. WILLIAMS
My Mother.

¢ i y mother, Nannie Mae Willi-
=& 3| ford Williams, born May 5,
1908, passed from this life atherhome
on Sunday morning April 26, 1998 at
the age of 89. She was married on
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April 27,1927 to John Luther Wllliams
who preceded her in death June 5,
1976.

My Mother.

My mother was atrue believer of the
Primitive Baptist Doctrine. She was
never blessed to unite with the mili-
tant church while here on earth, butas
| search around me and among the
other true believers of the same doc-
trine, | find none that are more de-
voted to the church, the church’s prin-
ciples and all that she stands for, than
my mother was.

My Mother.

My mother found her greatest plea-
sure in serving the church. She al-
ways looked forward to meeting time
and getting ready to serve the breth-
ren in her home. It was her heartfelt
privilege to have the brethren in her
home for meals and to spend the night
there. Her meager means of living
always made her feel she had nothing
good enough to offer those she loved
so much...but you know what? Those
very ones did come and grace herwith
their presence, many ofthem overand
over again, and she was always made
so happy. She never tired of serving
the brethren andfriends ofthe church,
and she never had toomany tosuither
desires.

My Mother.
My mother always felt so unworthy

and felt to be so insignificant that oft
times she could not express to the
brethren her feelings. She oft times
did not feel free to go among the breth-
ren with the freedom she felt the mem-
bers ofthe churchhad in goingamong

each other. However, She was blessed
to have brethren and friends in her
home from up and down the east coast,
Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkan-
sas, and otherlocations as well. Itwas
her glory to have them come, and my
glory to help make them feel comfort-
able in her home, and | believe the
most did.

My Mother.

| was so devoted to my mother and
thought at one point | could not give
her up unless | die too. Her sufferings
continued and | was made willing to
see the last breath come. | even
cheered on the last breath and felt she
so much needed and deserved that
restinthe arms of our heavenly savior
and among the Angels that she told us
she had been talking with shortly be-
fore her death. Thanks be unto God, |
feel content that she is in a state of
rest that she would not wish to give

up.

My mother left a family who loved
and cared for her in the best way we
knew how. Her children: one son, J.
Carroll Williams; two daughters, Jean
W. Hiatt and Kay W. Williams; one
sister, Roxie W. Cobb; two brothers,
John T. Williford, and George E.
Williford all of Rocky Mount, NC. Eight
grandchildren and eleven great-grand-
children.

Her funeral was conducted on Tues-
day April 28, 1998 at 4:00 PM in the
Johnson Funeral Home Sunset Av-
enue Chapel with Elders Henry C.
Jones and C. B. Davis officiating. In-
terment in Rocky Mount Memorial
Park.
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| wish to give thanks to God for my
mother and all she did for me and for
herfamily. She setexamples and gave
instructions that | wish not to forget. |
loved her.

This obituary is written expressly
for the Signs Of The Times according
to the wishes of Pleasant Hill Church,
expressed in our conference on May
23, 1998.

And please allow me to thank all of
those whoremembered oursad hours
with cards, letters, phone calls, floral
offerings, food, their helping hands
and untiring energy, and so much
more.

Submitted in brotherly love,
J. Carroll Williams

OBITUARY OF
SISTER ADDIE COX WRIGHT

W4|ith deep regret we mark the
AL M| passing from this life of Sis-
ter Addie Cox Wright, who died on
March 23, 1998 at the age of 90.
Sister Wright was born in Patrick
County, Virginia on March 18, 1908,
one of the twelve children of the late
Charlie P. Cox and Sis. Nannie Hall
Cox. On September 14, 1924 she was
united in marriage to Daniel J. Wright,
who preceded her in death, on July 25,
1973. Their union was blessed with
three children: one son, Clinton D.
Wright of Ft. Worth, Texas; and two
daughters, Mrs. Curtis (Christine)
Moran of Bassett, Va., and Mrs. Akers
(Pauline) Mize of Stuart. In addition to
her children, she is survived by ten

grandchildren, eleven great-grandchil-
dren, two great-great-grandchildren
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Sister Wright joined Goblintown
Churchbyexperiencein1935and was
baptized by the late Elder Samuel D.
Koger. She was a loyal, faithful and
devoted member of the church, and
was active in its affairs as long as her
health permitted. At one time, she and
her husband were the sole caretakers
of the church building and grounds
for a number of years. Whenever cir-
cumstances required it, she filled in
as the church clerk. She was always
very diligent in visiting the sick and
the afflicted.

In the last years of her life, Sister
Wright was confined by affliction to
the Stanleytown Health Care Center,
where she died. Her funeral service
was conducted at the Howell Funeral
Home Chapel near Stuart by her last
pastor, Elder John Wingfield. Her
mortal body was laid to restin the Cox
Family Cemetery, just up the hill from
the church she loved so well. We
believe she died the death of the righ-
teous and sleeps the peaceful sleep of -
the redeemed, waiting for the second
coming of the Lord from Heaven.

Goblintown Church agreed to pre-
pare three copies of this obituary: one
for inclusion in the church records,
one to be given to her family and one
to be submitted to the Signs of the
Times for publication.

Done by order of the church in con-
ference, the 18th day of April, 1998.

Elder John T. Wingfield, Moderator
Sis. Judy Pendleton, Clerk pro tem
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SONG

When God revealed his gracious
name,

And changed my mournful state,

My rapture seemed a pleasing dream,
The grace appeared so great.

The world beheld the glorious
change,

And did thy hand confess;

My tongue broke out in unknown
strains,

And sung surprising grace.

"Great is the work,” my neighbors
cried,

And owned thy power divine;

"Great is the work,” my heart replied,

"And be the glory thine.”

The Lord can clear the darkest skies,
Can give us day for night,

- Make drops of sacred sorrow rise

To rivers of delight.

Let those that sow in sadness wait
Till the fair harvest come;

They shall confess their sheaves are
great,

And shout the blessings home.

Though seed lie buried long in dust,
It shan't deceive their hope;
The precious grain can ne'er be lost,
For grace endures the crop.

Watt.
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EDITORIAL

THOU SHALT NOT

J| erhaps it

28| would be
better to first ex-
plain as well as |
can, with the guiding
hand of God, the dif-
. ference that | see be-
tween the laws and commandments
of God and his holy will. There are
those who say that God has two wills,
a "revealed will" and a "secret will."
This | can in no wise believe, for |
cannot find it in the Holy Scriptures;
neither does it make sense to the
natural understanding. There are se-

cretthings with God, for, “The secret
things belong unto the LORD our
God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to
our children for ever, that we may
do all the words of this law.” Deut.
29:29.InDan. 2:21-22; “he giveth
wisdom unto the wise, and knowl-
edge to those that know under-
standing: he revealeth the deep
and secret things.” There is nothing
that God's chosen people need to
know that is not revealed unto them,
for, “It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of
God.” Jn. 6:45. “If any of you lack
wisdom let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. But let him ask in
Jaith, not wavering.” James 1:5-
6. And faith is the gift of God.

Those who contend that God has
two wills say that his laws and com-
mandments are his “revealed will”’,
but let us examine this closely. In the
very beginning oftime God gave Adam
a commandment, saying, “Of every
tree in the garden thou mayest
eat: butofthe tree of knowledge of
good and evil, THOU SHALT NOT
EAT OF IT: for in theday that thou
eatest of it thou shalt surely die.”
We know that Adam disobeyed this
“shalt not” commandment, for if he
had not done so he would not have
died. God did not say “if ye eat of it”,
butinthe day ye eat of itye shall surely
die.” Surely we can see here that
God’s commandment and his will are
entirely separate, else they would have
collided head-on. Adam must die, that
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the purposes of God might be ful-
filled, for “he doeth his will (not
wills) in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the
earth: and none can stay his
hand.” Dan. 4:35. “For I am the
LORD, I change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed.”
Mal. 3:6. If God could have two wills
then he would have to change from
one to the other.

There is season and a time for every
purpose under heaven (Eccl. 3:1),and
Godsware, saying, “Surely asI have
thought so shall it come to pass;
and as I have purposed, so shall it
stand.” Isa. 14:24. Surely we must
believe that God thought of and had a
purpose inthe disobedience of Adam,
for Jesus stood as a Lamb slain be-
forethe foundation of the world. Could
there have been any purpose in that if
Adam had not disobeyed and died?

When God led the Israelites through
the wilderness he gave them statutes
and commandments, and promised
them good things in this life, (but not
everlasting life), if they would keep
and obey them: yet they kept not his
statutes and obeyed nothis command-
ments. “And the LORD said unto
Moses, How long refuse ye to keep
my commandments and my laws?”
Ex. 16:28. We can see here that they
did refuse to obey. God wrote the ten
commandments upon tables of stone
with his finger. These commandments
were ‘‘thou shalt not” command-
ments, but when Moses came down
from the mountain and saw that the
people had made a molten calf and
turned away quickly from the way the

LORD had commanded, he cast them
out of his hands and brake them. Deut.
9:16-17. To me this indicates that ev-
ery commandment of God has been
broken by man. God called Moses
uponthe mountainagain, and he wrote
the same commandments a second
time on tables of stone, showing that
they were still his laws at that time.

The only manwho everwalked upon
this earth and kept God‘s laws and
commandments was his holy Son
Jesus, and he keptthem toajotand to
a tittle. John tells us that sin is the
transgression of the law, and Paul
tells us that death is passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned. But we
find that God has given his chosen
children a gracious promise, saying,
“If his children forsake my laws,
and walk not in my judgments, if
they break my statutes, and keep
not my commandments; then will
I visit their transgressions with
the rod, and their iniquity with
stripes. Nevertheless my loving-
kindness will I not utterly take
Jrom him, nor suffer my faithful-
ness to fail.” Ps. 89:30-33. God
chastises every son whom he re-
ceives, and if we receive no chas-
tening then we are bastards and
not sons. Heb.12:6-7.

Jesus fulfilled the laws of the first or
old covenant, which was with the Isra-
elites only, and not with the Gentiles.
The Gentiles were never under that
old covenant, but now a new cov-
enant is made, and the command-
ments of the old covenant are
disannulled, Heb. 7:18-19, because of
the weakness and unprofitableness
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thereof. God has made a new cov-
enant with the house of Israel (which
includes both Jews and Gentiles), for
he said “I will put my laws into
their hearts, and in their minds
will I write them; and their sins
and iniquities will I remember no
more.” Heb. 10:16-17. In Heb. 8:10-
13 it is written, “For this is the cov-
enant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord; I will put my laws
in their minds, and write them in
their hearts: and I will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a
people: and they shall not teach
every man his neighbour, and ev-
eryman his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for all shall know me,
Jrom the least to the greatest, for
I will be merciful to their unright-
eousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will Iremember no more.
In that he saith, A new covenant,
he hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away.” This
new covenant is not a covenant of
laws, but of grace, “For the promise,
that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to
his seed, through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith.
For if they which are of the law be
heirs, faith is made void, and the
promise made of none effect: be-
cause the law worketh wrath: for
where no law is, there is no trans-
gression. Therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace; to the
end the promise might be sure to
all the seed; not to that only which

is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham;
who is the father of us all.” Rom.
4:13-16. Abraham was strong in faith,
giving glory unto God; and being fully
persuaded that, what he had prom-
ised, he was able to perform. There-
fore it was imputed unto him for righ-
teousness. Now it was not written for
his sake alone, that it was imputed
unto him, but for us also, to whom it
shall be imputed, if we believe on him
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead; who was delivered for our of-
fenses, and was raised again for our
justification. Rom. 4:20-25.

It has been asked, Why did God give
his laws and commandments to a
people who would not obeythem? For
so it seemeth good in his sight, that
his holy purposes in all things might
come to pass. Let us accept this by
faith and never question what or why
God has done any thing, for he hath
said, “For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”
Isa.55:9. God has declared “the end
Jrom the beginning, and from an-
cient times the things that are not
yetdone, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my plea-
sure.*** I have spoken it, I will
also bring it to pass; I have pur-
posed it, I will also do it.” Isa. 46:9
& 10. This is a very gracious promise
to the children of God, for “we know
that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to
them who are the called accord-
ing to his purpose.” Rom.8:28.
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These are the same people of whom
God said, “This people have I
Jormed for myself; they shall shew
Sforth my praise.” Isa. 43:21. “The
LORD hath made all things for
himself; yea, even the wicked for
theday of evil.” Prov. 16:4. Are the
first ones here mentioned any better
thanthe others? Paul said, “No, in no
wise: for we have before proved
both Jews and Gentiles, that they
are all under sin;(this includes all
men), as it is written, There is
nonerighteous, no, notone. There
is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprof-
itable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one.” Rom. 3:9-12.
Yet there is a vast difference between
these two peoples. That difference is
because of the love and mercy of God
toward his elect children. Before Re-
becca conceived and brought forth
twins, the children being notyet born,
neither having done any good or evil,
that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works,
but of him that calleth; it was said unto
her, The eldershall serve the younger.
As itis written, Jacob have |l loved, but
Esau have | hated. What shall we say
then? Is there unrighteousness with
God? God forbid. For he saith to
Moses, | will have mercy on whom |
will have mercy, and | will have com-
passion on whom | will have compas-
sion. So then it is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy. Rom. 9:10-
16. In verse 18: Therefore hath he
mercy on whom he will have mercy,

and whom he will he hardeneth. Man
is the clay and God is the potter, and
he has made one vessel unto honour
and one unto dishonour. What if God,
willing to shew his wrath, and to make
his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fit-
ted to destruction: and that he might
make known the riches of his glory on
the vessels of mercy, which he had
before prepared unto glory, even us,
whom he hath called, not of the Jews
only, but also of the Gentiles?

God spake to Ezekiel of this people,
saying, “And I will give them one
heart, and I will put a new spirit
within you: and I will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and
will give them an heart of flesh:
that they may walk in my stat-
utes, and keep mine ordinances,
and do them: and they shall be my
people, and Iwill be their God. But
as _for them whose heart walketh
after the heart of their detestable
things and their abominations, I
will recompense their way upon
their heads, saith the Lord God.”
Ezek.12:19-21.

Brethren, we know that the law of
God written in our hearts (if we be his)
is spiritual, but we are carnal, sold
undersin, as was Paul. Whenwe would
do good sin is with us and we find not
how to do that which is good, and we
often do that which we have been
made to hate. The things that God said
“Thou shalt not do” are the things we
do, unless by grace we are restrained.
If we do any thing that is good it is
because he ‘“‘worketh in us both to will
and todo of his good pleasure.” Jesus
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said, “He that abideth in me, and
I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can
donothing.” Jn.15:5. And Paul said,
“Icando all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.” If we be
in Christ, and hein us, thenitis he that
doeth the works that are only mani-
fested in us. Paul said, “By the grace
of God I am what I am: and his
grace which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain; but I laboured
more than they all: yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with
me.” 1 Cor.15:10.

Brethren, the grace of God is still
amazing to me who am so vile and
wretched a sinner. Yet | feel greatly
blessed to have a hope in his cov-
enant of grace whereinlhopethatiam
walking, for, “There is therefore
now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit
of life In Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and
death.”

May God bless any truth herein, and
pardon all my errors.
Remember me when atthe throne of
grace.
Eld. C.C. Wilbanks

PSALM 100:3.

Know ye that the Lord he is God:
itis he that hath made us, and not
we ourselves; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.

VOICES OF THE PAST

(Substance of a sermon preached
by Elder George Ruston Sunday,
December 24, 1967, at Ekfrid,
Ontario.)

“Therefore the Lord himselfshall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name

Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) And so,
“Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being inter-
preted is, God with us.” (Matthew
1:23)

gn M| ne who is now present wrote
4l of the beauty she saw in the
name Emmanuel, God with us. and |
would like to talk about that word,
“Emmanuel.” It is one of those won-
derful things that causes us to rise
above the traditions of men, and see
in that child that was born in
Bethlehem, the Lord God Almighty.
We are told by tradition that there
were three wise men who came to
worship Him, but we are not told how
many by the Word of God; neither
have we any evidence that they were
kings or astrologers. We would rather
believe that they were led by a Heav-
enly Light, for Jesus Christ is the
bright and morning star spoken of in
Revelation 22:16; and is the one who
must illuminate each one of us. We
must be guided from Heaven if we
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ever get there at last; and thus the
guiding of those men was wonderful.

How far they came, we do not know,
but we do know that when they came
near Jerusalem, they thought he’'d
surely be there, and be born in a pal-
ace. So they inquired, “Where is he
that is born King of the Jews ?”
Herod did not know, but the Word of
God had already told. Herod demanded
of the chief priests and scribes where
Christ should be born, and they told
him, “In Bethlehem, —for thus it is
written by the prophet.” Micah 5:2
says, “Out of thee shall come forth
one that is to be ruler in Israel,”
but they did not add, “Whose goings
Jorth have been from of old, from
everlasting.”

Thus we have, dear ones, the won-
derful person who is from everlasting
to everlasting, taking on a body like
our own in the virgin’s womb. It says,
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest
shall over-shadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing that shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God.”
In the same way, we must be born
again of the Holy Ghost. “The wind
bloweth where it listeth and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh
and whither it goeth: so is every-
one that is born of the Spirit.”

I do not need to go back into the Old
Testament, but in Matthew 1:22, 23, it
says, “Behold a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpre-
tated is, God with us.” My dear

friends, this blessed person who was
born of the Virgin Mary, was God over
all, blessed forevermore; and the wise
men did well that they worshipped
him. They did not worship the Virgin,
nor Joseph, but they brought just the
necessary things that Joseph needed.
They brought gold; and the angel told
Joseph to flee into Egypt with the
young child and his mother.How could
they have gone without gold for their
expenses? Our God is the same today!
He watches over us; He cares for us;
He hears our cry. It is a wonderful
thing to have a God to go to —a God
that is Almighty; a God that declared
the end from the beginning; a God
whose very presence in your soul
means a blissful eternity for you. Just
think of it! Whether we are old or
young, how wonderful it is if we have
a desire for the things of God.

One of the first things | should men-
tion in the beginning of a work of
grace, is a convincing of sin. You may
try to do better, but the remembrance
of your past will still come up before
you; and the more you try, the more
you will feel to fail. If God has begun a
good work in your heart, He will show
the beauty there is in, “ Emmanuel,
God with us.” Jesus had to come and
know your troubles when he was a
little babe. Some think that Jesus did
not cry as a babe, but it says that
“Jesus wept’ when Lazarus died. |
think he must have felt many things
that his dear children would feel at
sometimeintheirlives. Whatamercy,
if while we are young we feel to have
a God to call upon: to say, “ Lord, help
me.”Sometimes itis only alooking up
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to Him, a desire, a longing. Some-
times we are brought to see how little
we are, and have “nothing to merit
esteem or give the Creator de-
light.” “They shall call His name
Emmanual.” They, not only one, but
a number that no one can number.
Yes, and in some way, this blessed
person before ever he was born into
this world, must have been a comfort
to those who were looking for his day,
for He said, “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see my day, and he saw
it and was glad.”

Ithink it alovely account of Samuel.
His mother was barren, and her hus-
band had another wife who had a
number of children; but he loved
Hannah - and Hannah was barren, and
it vexed her so because the other wife
was unkind to her because her hus-
band showed such kindness to the
woman who was barren. When she
went to Shiloh to worship, she was so
upset, andinsuch a condition that Eli,
the priest, thought she was drunk. He
rebuked her; and she said, “No my
lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful
spirit. I have drunk neither wine
nor strong drink, but have poured
out my soul before the Lord.” She
was praying, and the Lord heard and
answered her prayer; and she had a
son whom she named Samuel, which
means “heard of God, or asked of
God.” It was lovely that she felt she
wanted to devote that child to the
Lord. How many women have had that
feeling when there has been a kind
Providence? They just feltthey wanted
that child to manifestin some way that

the Lord was with them both:
“Emmanuel, God with us.”

She took Samuel to Shiloh where
she had gone in her trouble, and left
him with Eli. One night the Lord called
Samuel and told him to tell Eli that He
would judge his house because his
sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not. It was strange
that this child had to bring reproof to
Eli for allowing his sons to be so
unruly and ungodly intheirways. What
a wonderful thing it is when parents
have a love and care for their chil-
dren - showing their religion by their
actions day by day. That was my
plague. | asked my pastor’s wife in
New York City how to bring up chil-
dren. She said, “Teach them to love
and respect you,” and | thought she
just put it up to me: my behaviour. Eli
must have slipped to allow his chil-
dren to do as they did.

If we have a need shown to us, it
seems almostin a negative sense that
God is with us, when He shows us our
weakness and shortcomings. How un-
done we are: without grace or any evi-
dence of His saving mercy. How poor
and needy we are when left to our-
selves; yet here is the evidence of that
Holy Spirit’s work. Jesus declared,
“He shall receive of mine,” also
“He will reprove the world of sin
and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment.” “He shall,” it is His work. |
have been thinking much of a text
from which | had spoken at a funeral.
| had read Psalm 90, and had tried to
speak on verse 17: “Let the beauty
of the Lord our God be upon us:
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and establish thou the work of
our hands upon us; yea, the work
of our hands establish thou it.”
After the service aman said, “Iwould
have liked you to dwell upon those
works.” Moses said, ‘“‘Let thy works
appearunto thy servants, and thy glory
unto their children.” Why did Jesus
come into the world? He came to seek
and to save,- not to offer salvation. It
is really distressing to think how men
have twisted the truth of God. They do
not preach a “God with us.” They
preach that if you will do your part, if
you will take astand for Him, He will be
your God. If he has given you to feel
you are poor and needy, | can pray for
such people: it does not matter
whether | am in a pulpit or not, | pray
that God will further His work in their
hearts —that instead of the fathers shall
be the children. It is His work, and his
alone. The Scripture reads, “Then
shall the King say unto them on
his right hand, Come ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world: for I am an
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink;
I was a stranger, and ye took me
in; naked, and ye clothed me; I
was sick and ye visited me; I was
in prision, and ye came unto me.”
The King shall say, “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me.”

My dear friends, when the Lord takes
hold of a person, that one is found to
be in prison, held captive by the devil
at his will. Sin,thatenemy, cameinthe

beginning, and if ourfirst parent could
not stand against Satan’s temptation,
canyou or |? Therefore itis a wonder-
ful work, if in our ministry we are blest
to minister to those who are bound. It
is the same Emmanuel who hung upon
the cross to whom the dying thief
cried, “Lord remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom.” It
is the same Emmanuel who came to
George Rustonand changed his heatrt,
renewed his will and turned his feet to
Zion’s Hill. | tell you it is the work of
God that ye believe on Him whom He
hath sent; and how wonderfulitis that
this is still going on.

Could God allow his Son tolay down
his life forthem, and notarrestthemin
due time, call them by his grace, and
show them that He has loved them
with an everlasting love, “Therefore
with loving kindness haveIdrawn
thee.” One of the sweetest evidences
of “God with us’ is the love of God
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost. “God is love.” Ifyou have ever
come into the fellowship of brethren,
and have walked and talked with them,
and heard them tell of the goodness
and mercy of God, and your heart
went out in love to them, and you feel
that you always want to show them
that you love them; and if they are
taken home, you will think of them,—
Where?

"Forever with the Lord, Amen, so
let it be; Life from the dead is in

' that word, Tis immortality.”

The work of God is a positive work-
it does not rely upon an individual, or
upon men. See what men have done.
The Apostles were still alive when
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they began to bring in false ideas, not
only Corinthians, but Galatians; and
later men mixed Paganism with popu-
lar Christianity. The Church of the
living God worshipped at times in
dens and caves of the earth. Itis not of
this world. For centuries the religious
world tried to destroy it. Yet even in
that, God was with his people in life
and in death. In every age the children
have shown that they have been with
Jesus and learnt of him; and it is
through much tribulation they follow
their Lord.

Our Lord can take a beggar from the
dunghill, to set him among princes of
God’s people. He embraces such in
His love and mercy; and his promises
are yea and amen, unto the glory of
God. It is He who says, “Thou art
mine. When thou passest through
the waters I will be with thee: and
through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee; when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned: neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee.” Don't stop at
anything else. Your want your Lord;
you want Him in his fulness of grace
and truth as positively as the dying
thiefon the cross. Whatchanged him?
Don’tsay that he did it himself. No! the
Lord changed him; and Jesus our
dying Lord said, “Today thou shalt
be with me in paradise.” See how
men have changed that in what they
call the Apostles Creed: “He de-
scended into hell.” No, He never
descended into hell: He endured the
hell for his people while he lived, while
in Gethsemane, when “Hissweat was
as it were great drops of blood fall-

ing down to the ground.” He suf-
fered, bled and died that they might
enjoy Heaven.

If you have ever come to the place
where the pains of hell have gotten
hold of you and you’ve found trouble
and sorrow, it’s a blessed thing be-
cause the Lord is there, and He will
bring you to the very place where he
will kiss you with divine compassion,
and enable you to feel as David did in
Psalm 116, “IlovetheLord, becausehe
hath heard myvoice and mysupplica-
tions, because he hath inclined his
ear unto me; therefore will I call upon
him as long as I live.” “The sorrows of
death compassed me, and the pains
of hell got hold upon me: I found
trouble and sorrow, then called Iupon
the name of the Lord.”

Is this your heart’s desire? is this
your longing? “It is not of him that
willeth nor of him that runneth, but
of God that sheweth mercy.” “They
shall call his name Emmanuel, God
with us.” | don’t think Mary fully com-
prehended whatit meant, butshe pon-
dered these things in her heart.

During his ministry “he made him-
self of no reputation, but took upon
him the form of a servant, and
became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.” "Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is above
everyname, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, — and that
everytongueshould confessthatJesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

(Fromarecordingtaken by ourfriend
Duncan McColl.)
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CHAPTERII
MY EARLY EXPERIENCE

| will insert here a letter that | wrote
to Elder Gilbert Beebe just after my
baptism, which tells the spiritual exer-
cises which broughtme tothe church.
HERRICKS PA., June, 1864.

TO ELDER GILBERT BEEBE:
. DEAR BROTHER: In

he sweet peace and
oy that are mine now
t seems as though |
can hardly take the
ime to write. | am
o0 ___ continually looking
ELDER siLAs H. buranp back to consider the
wonderful way in which | have been
led from darkness to light. It is a way
which ! cannot yet fully understand,
butwhatido see of the Lord’s marvel-
ous dealings with me would require
volumes, if | could write them. In the
lastfew days | have learned more, and
more peace and happiness have been
mine than in all my life before. | have
dwelt in a place of broad rivers and
streams. | have been kept in almost
perfect peace, and have been made to
drink of the river of God’s pleasures.
There seems to have been a kind of
light thrown back from this present,
which has shown me much in my past
life as | never saw it before; and | must
note down some of these memories
while my mind is dwelling upon them.

| remember that in my childhood my
mind was often engaged in thinking of
the immensity of space, and of what
was before time began. Once | par-

ticularly remember, after an absorb-
ing effort to reach with my imagina-
tion the boundary of space and the
beginning of duration, lasting | do not
know how long, | started back with a
gasp as for breath, from the awful
verge whichmy thoughts had reached,
with a clear sense of an infinity be-
yond the utmost reach and compre-
hension of my mind. | think that one
baffled effort, and the awful sense of
infinity | then had, has followed me to
the present.

At the age of twelve years | had read
the Bible through twice; but | could
not think my reading of it was from a
love of it as the Word of God, though
much of it was very interesting to me.
| think, with ambition, which seemed
to me to be my principal motive, there
was some feeling. Very early | began
to study the distinguishing doctrines
of grace, and especially the doctrine
of election, not only in the Bible, but
by reading whatever | could find on
the subject. My principal object
seemed to me to be able to argue with
Arminians; and | never could comfort
myself with the thought that | loved or
understood the doctrine in any other
way than intellectually, and because
my parents believed it. Indeed | some-
times thought | was more an Arminian
at heartthan those | would argue with,
and that | had far less ground for hope
than they. Although | knew the doc-
trine was true, | had many trouble-
some thoughts about it, and some-
times my mind would rise up against
it in spite of myself.
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In childhood I was very fearful. Thun-
der and lightning were a terror to me.
| was afraid to be alone in the dark.
This fear left me, | cannot tell when or
how. There was one period when | had
a great apprehension of dying. How
long it lasted | cannot remember. |
have never before looked at those
exercises of mind as | do now. | recall
one instance, out of many similar,
when | feared to go to bed, lest |
should surely die before morning. |
took the Testamentand went out, wish-
ing it were morning. | think | felt that
the Lord was angry with me; what
other particular reason | had for that
fear | cannot recall. It was terrible, a
feeling of great blankness in the fu-
ture, an indefinable dread of some-
thing from which there was no help.

I cannot now remember any time
after the age of about ten years when
| suffered so acutely from a fear of
dying. But there was often that great
blankness in the future, and an inde-
scribable melancholy without a rec-
ognized cause, when | would feel like
one of those dark November days, a
dull leaden cloud over all the sky, and
a dreariness over all the earth. It was
not the absence of any particular en-
joyment that | could name, but the
impossibility of anything | could enjoy
ordelightin. My mood was not always
so dark. | have had much cheerful-
ness in my life, and some hours of
peace and joy, but my cheerfulness
seems to have been circumscribed by
this leaden cloud. My social and intel-
lectual enjoyments were often keen,
but the ultimate of all was this gloom.
Those joys were not satisfying; they

did not reach far enough. When | was
at home, happiness seemed waiting
for me somewhere else, and when
away | wanted to get home again. And
so | have wandered much, always
busy, trying to do what | thought my
duty, but finding no true rest or abid-
ing joy. Thanks be to the dear Sav-
iour, this cloud of gloom has gone,
and | have found rest in his blessed
name. How and why is awonderto me.
This new enjoyment | contemplate with
increasing delight. It is perfectly satis-
fying. Thereseems noendtoit,and no
possibility of satiety.

| now go back to my childhood. |
cannot remember when | first saw
myself a sinner, but it was very early.
| had an inner consciousness that a
more vain, selfish, deceitful boy never
lived. Even in particular instances,
when | knew that | appeared to be
better than others, | felt that | was
worse. | never used profane language,
nordid any one at our home, and there
was a solemnity about sacred things
there which gave us all a kind of rev-
erence for them. But | could not feel
that | was any better on that account.
The same words or actions which
appeared good in others, in me ap-
peared to spring from motives which
made them bad. When my conscience
prevented me from doing or saying
any particular wrong to which | was
tempted, | feft about as guilty at see-
ing the capability of doing it in my
heart as though | had done it. How |
envied others who, | thought, never
couldthink suchwickedness, butwho
were honest enough to act out what-
ever they thought, and whose worst
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actions were good in comparison with
my thoughts.

The oppression of this feeling of
wickedness has at times been very
great. The consciousness of the utter
depravity of my nature has followed
me all my life, but | think there was a
peculiar and aching sense of guilt in
my childhood which did not follow
me, though when it left me | cannot
tell. Heretofore | have regarded it as
one of those things that pass away
with childhood. | have always felt that
I must get better in order to obtain the
favor of God, no matter how much |
was convinced that it was impossible
for one to do so. | have made many
resolutions tothinkand actaccording
to the strictest rules of right, but have
failed to keep them. My utter inability
to change myself seems to have been
forced upon me, item by item, slowly
but surely. After the performance of
an action in which it has seemed |
might take most pride, and which oth-
ers would approve, windows have
been opened into the depths of my
soul, and motives shown to me which
have dissipated my pride in a mo-
ment. There have been times when my
whole pastlife has risen up before me,
a continuous train of evil, without one
good thought or action to relieve the
dreary monotony. | think that of late |
have ceased to regard with any real
complacency anything | might do,
however laudable it might appear. |
have always thought much of the fleet-
ing nature of earthly things, and have
realized very clearly the certainty of
death, and the vanity of all pleasures
that belong only to earth.

These thoughts have, | know, con-
trolled my ambition and my desire for
earthly fame, and have mitigated the
bitterness of regret for the loss of
earthly hopes. | have been conscious
of a kind of satisfaction when suffer-
ing the keenest stings of humbled
pride, as though it were well deserved
and appropriate. It has seemed to me
that earthly sorrow and misfortune
were necessary inorder to prepare me
to receive and enjoy true happiness.

I have thought much about heaven,
but could never feel that | could be
happy with the holy beings who must
inhabit that world of glory unless |
was greatly changed myself. | think |
have most earnestly desired and
longed for that change, whatever it
might be, and have had some hope
that it might be given me, or that it
might be mine at death. | have not
thought much about hell, especially
since my early youth, but the thought
of banishment from the glory of his
power has made me tremble. | cannot
say that | have prayed, but | have tried
to pray, thatthe Lord would forgive my
sins.

Thank God, the change has comein
this life, but how different from what |
looked for. My nature is not changed,
nor my natural propensities eradi-
cated, but it seems that a new love,
and new desires have been given me,
which are separate and diverse from
all others. lam still conscious of being
unfit by nature for the society of holy
beings, but | long for it. | am happy
with the saints here, and | know | shall
be happy with them in heaven, if such
should be my happy lot. What a happi-
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ness, to be blessed with the fulness of
love, to be forever with the Lord, and
to be free from everything unholy.

Itis impossible to give more than a
hint at the various exercises of mind
and conflicts which | had as | went on
thinking of these things day after day,
trying to think of some way in which |
could bring the doctrine of grace to
apply to my own case and condition. |
think that | have seen “men as trees
walking,” since | was about ten years
of age.

When about the age of 20 | joined
awhile in Methodist prayer meetings
with the students at the seminary
where | was attending. | was told that
| ought to join the church, but this |
could not do. They urged me to get
religion, but | did not know how. The
good works by which they told me |
could get it | thought would be very
evil works in me. About this time my
sister Bessie joined the Old School
Baptist Church at Vaughan Hill. | was
very glad. | had always loved to hear
the old Baptists preach, and did so
whenever | could. For six years | have
lived where there are none since |
have been engaged in practicing law.
In April, 1863, | united with the Presby-
terian Church in Wilkes-Barre, where
I live. | can hardly tell why | did so. |
thought if | made a public profession
of my desire to be a Christian it might
help me. The preacher was one who
had advocated sound doctrine, buthe
soon showed he could also advocate
error and | became tired of that. | was
called upon to speak in prayer in pub-
lic. That | could not continue to do,-1,
who had seldom lifted my voice above

awhisperwhen alone, and thatonly in
broken exclamations for help. It was
too much. My sufferings in many ways
cannotbetold. There were times when
| seemed to be on the border of de-
spair. One severe trial was when |
visited my father’s home; he said to
me, "You have professed to be a
Jollower of Jesus. Do you feel like
speaking in prayer? "

| sometimes felt that | had been left
to my own evil heart in uniting with
that church, both to break down my
pride, and to show me more decidedly
thatlwas helpless and worthless, and
to have all shadow of doubt removed
as to where the true church of God on
earth was. It was not long before | saw
clearly where it was not. | looked in
vain for brotherly love, for union and
fellowship among the members, and
for all that should characterize those
who are members of a gospel church,
as | saw it in the New Testament. But
| felt that they were all better than I,
although my standing in the commu-
nity, andin the church was good. They
could talk of temporal things, but
seemedto have noinclinationto speak
of spiritual things, which | was more
interested in. The preaching, which |
had thought sound in doctrine,
seemed to grow less and less so, until
| could not listen to it with any satis-
faction.

At last | became very hungry to hear
true preaching of the gospel. Last
summer Elder Gilbert Beebe came to
my father’s house to preach the fu-
neral sermon of my oldest brother,
who had been killed in Missouri in the
war. Many things he said tended to
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comfort me some, and to strengthen
my hope that | might sometime be a
subject of grace. During the past win-
ter there were heavy troubles at home
on account of sickness. | was there
much of the time and think | felt some
trustinthe Lord for myselfand others,
which he only can give. | talked some,
especially with my sister Bessie, but
could notfeel as lwanted to. My brother
Warren, who was not expected to live,
experienced abright hope,andl could
rejoice with him. In March | was in
Washington with my brother James,
and while there | met Elder Wm. J.
Purington, and talked very freely with
him. | told him | had not taken com-
munion with the Presbyterian Church
in some time. He afterward, in a letter,
advised me notto do so any more, but
to take the first opportunity to talk
with some gospel church, intimating
that he hoped | had been exercised by
the Spirit. | felt certain he was de-
ceived in me, and it seemed that |
ought not to talk any more with Chris-
tians in regard to my own case, for my
troubled state of mind, and what |
knew and feit of the truth led them to
have a hope for me for which there
was no foundation.

For months the Bible and old vol-
umes of the “Signs of the Times”
were my only reading, except what
was necessary in my business. | could
see things in each which seemed to
express my feelings, but still my soul
refused to be comforted. One evening,
as | lay listening to a friend who was
reading in the Psalms, | felt a peace
and rest so unusual that | noticed it,
but did notthink oftaking any hope on

account of it. The next morning, as |
walked to my office, thinking of these
things, as | was most of my time, |
thought of that peaceful state of mind
that | had the last evening, and won-
dering what it meant. | asked myself:
"Will | ever know anything?" Then the
words were in my mind, "Blessed are
they who hunger and thirst after righ-
teousness."” They were very familiar
to me; yet now they appeared new and
full of life. | had always thought one
must be good before he could hunger
and thirst after righteousness. Now |
saw that a man hungers after some-
thing he does not have. | have no
righteousness; | want it; | long for it; |
am the hungry man. Perhaps | am one
for whom Christ died. All this was
instantaneous, and the last sentence
seemed to stop and be repeated with
a certainty as though the word “per-
haps’ did not belong there. In an
instant | was so glad | did not know
whatto do. I was truly glad, for the first
time in all my life | said to myself
perhaps | am one for whom Jesus
died, though | had thought perhaps /
might be. But now the word was am.
And for the first time | was glad with
that kind of gladness. Every gladness
| had ever had from childhood had
with it the suggestion of an end. It
would end some time. But this | felt
would neverend. Intwo orthree hours
itwas, or seemed to be, gone, in a way
| shall soon tell; yet that same glad-
ness reaches back to this time, and |
have a remembrance and a taste of it
now as | write.

Iseem to have stopped walking, and
to have been standing for some time,
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looking away into infinite distance, but |
do notknowhow longlwas there. “Thou
hast put gladness in my heart.” |
went into my office and began writing to
sister Bessie, to tell her of my gladness.

When my pastor came in, as he and
other preachers occasionally did, | said
at once: “Why, Doctor Hodge, for the
firsttime in all mylifel have ahope,” and
| went on to tell him the wonderful glad-
ness which had been given me. | had
been a member of his church about a
year, and we had been quite intimate.
When | had told him how | felt, he said,
““l am glad for you. That is a very happy
state of mind; and now allyou havetodo
is to go on in the line of your duty and all
will be well.”

Immediately | began to question: My
duty; my duty ! | have never done my
duty. | have never done one thing to
merit this hope. It cannot be that | have
a hope. This does not belong to me. |
tried to keep it, but it began to slip away.
In the course of two or three hours it
seemedto be gone. My letter to my sister
could not tell of the gladness that had
come like sunshine into my heart, but
into that, and into my own thoughts the
questioning and heart searching went. |
had always felt that before | could have
a true hope, | must have a view of God,
and of my condemnation under his holy
law, and of Christ’s sacrifice, in some
way different from what | had ever had,
and that | must come to him with a
singleness of desire, and with a know-
ledge of what | wanted, and with a hun-
gering and thirsting after righteousness.
I could see nothing in my experience
equal to what | thought this must be. If |
had ever truly hungered, and had truly

felt my condemnation, | certainly
should be able to avoid all sin, and
topray withasingle desire; whereas
it sometimes appeared as though |
saw more evil within me when try-
ing to pray than at other times. |
thought that perhaps my great de-
sire for a hope and for the favor of
God were the cause of my taking
these things to myself, which did
not belong to me.

I decided to go to the Warwick
Association in Warwick, N. Y., and
have a talk with Elder Trott, whose
writings | had read in the “Signs,”
with great appreciation. Although
certain that | had no true experi-
ence, | wanted to talk with some
church. | knew that Christ was able
to save even me, if | would go to
him; butlcould nottell howto go, or
where to find him. Yet it seemed to
me if | could hear the preaching |
loved, and see the enjoyment of
Christians, | would feel better, and if
they would give me some cornerin
the church, that | would rest, and
just trust myself to the Lord. Then
againlthoughtitwould be the worst
thing | had ever done if | should say
anything thatwould make themwill-
ing to admit me.

A friend at the Association ex-
pressed, as my sister had done be-
fore, a confidence in the reality of
my experience. | could not feel that
it was so, yet | felt somewhat enliv-
ened. On the second day of the
Association a lady came from a dis-
tance, who had never heard an Old
Baptist preach. She was seeking
the church of God, and felt that she
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had found it in the people at Warwick.
She was baptized on the last day, and
I thought it the most beautiful scene |
had everwitnessed, butfeltmore alone
than ever. | listened eagerly to all the
preaching, but none of it came to me
as my own, or with power, except one
text:

“Thine ears shall hear a word
behind thee, saying, This is the
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to
the right hand, and when ye turn
to the left.” | had opportunity to talk
with several, and among them Elder
Trott, whom | regarded with almost
reverence on account of what | had
read of his writings. He advised me to
tell the church my feelings and exer-
cises, and let them judge of my expe-
rience. “You know,’’ he said, ‘‘they are
the judges.” | saw that most of them
had a hope for me, but | felt as though
| had deceived them. Although | had
decided to act upon the advice of
Elders Trott and Beebe, and receive
the ordinance of baptism ifthe church
accepted me, | was really distressed
at what | was going to do, and re-
solved to explain this feeling to the
church, and charge them to judge
with great care. And yet, | thought,
suppose they should say this is an
experience of grace; what would | do!
Sointhis great trouble and conflict of
mind, with many other perplexities
and anxieties of soul weighing upon
me, | sank into sleep.

On Saturday morning about three
o’clock | was awake and thinking of
these things as usual. One by one my
doubts and perplexities came before
my mind and wereremoved. Passages

of scripture and points of doctrine
with which | was familiar had new
meanings for me. | seemed to be think-
ing with wonderful ease, and with a
certainty as to the correctness of my
thoughts which was new to me. What
was explained to me in that hour it
would take long to tell. Suddenly Iwas
conscious that | had been lying in
perfect peace and rest. | was thinking
so easily, and saw things so clearly
that | thought | would take up the
things that had troubled me so much
and think them over. | looked about
me for them, but they were all gone
beyond my reach. | seemed to see
them in the distance around me, as
Christianin “The Pilgrim’s Progress,”’
after he had passed through the Val-
ley of the Shadow of Death, saw the
evil things that had tormented him,
but they were far off, and came not
nigh. Not a trouble was in sight. | saw
no reason for the peace and calm
which possessed my mind, but there
itwas, and I knew it was the “Peace of
God, which passeth all under-
standing.” How good and sweet it
was, after all these weary, restless
years. How my glad heart went out in
love and gratitude to the dear Lord. |
thought of the words of scripture,
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peacewhose mind is staid on thee,
because he trusteth in thee.” | had
tried so long, so many weary years, to
stay my heart on God, that | might
have that perfect peace, but had never
been able. Now, without an effort of
my own, and in an unexpected mo-
ment, and in an unexpected way, the
Lord had done it. | had done nothing to
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merit it; | was no better than | was
yesterday. It was so wonderful; | could
see no reason in myself for it. It pass-
ed my understanding.

| thought, "Can | ever sin again, in
heart or word or act?" It seemed im-
possible. Can | ever tell any one how
to get this peace, or that he himself
can obtain it, when it had come to me
as the wind, blowing where it listeth?
Forl knew then that nothing | had ever
done, norany sermonlhadeverheard,
nor anything that anybody had ever
said to me, had been the means by
which that peace had come to me. All
that day | was like them that dream.
Peace flowed in my heart like a river.
My mouth was filled with laughter,
and my tongue with singing. | could
not yet understand what reason | had
for feeling so, and occasionally a mo-
mentary trouble would come over me
because | did not have my doubts and
afflictions any more. But even that
could not hurt me. | was led and con-
trolled by a blessed spirit of peace.

On Sunday morning | awoke.about
the same hour, three o’clock, and
found myself still with him, my restful-
ness and delight still greater. | never
can express the trembling joy that
overflowed my soul as the assurance
grew stronger and stronger that | had
found my Saviour, or had been found
of him.

On that morning, Sunday morning,
June 12,1864, Elder Harding preached
in Wallkill Meeting House, near
Middletown, N. Y., from Isa. 55:13,
telling much that was delightful for
me to hear. | told the church a little of
my feelings and was received. Instead

of having to tell them of doubts | could
tell them of a precious hope, but
seemed able to tell them only a little.
There was no hurry or excitement
about me that day. In the afternoon |
was baptized by Elder Gilbert Beebe
in a little lake in the cemetery at
Middletown. | had often thought that if
such a thing should ever be, it would
be a very exciting time for me, but |
was never so calm before. The crowd
that stood quietly by, and even the
beautiful address towhichwe listened,
claimed my attention less than the
beautiful clouds, and a little sunfish
playing in the water at my feet. The
sermon of Elder St. John, from Luke
18:29, 30, and the address of Elder
Beebe in giving me the right hand of
fellowship, were listened to with more
pleasure than can be expressed. My
delightat getting into the church knew
no bounds.

Preaching was a new thing to me. |
found that after all my fancied knowl-
edge of true doctrine, | was a perfect
child in my ignorance of spiritual
things. I first knew really what prayer
was; it was breathing within me. | first
knew what faith was; | stopped look-
ing away somewhere for the Lord, and
trying to form an adequate concep-
tion of him in my mind; and acknowl-
edged his glorious presence, and saw
by faith my precious and glorious
Redeemer. | have only once seemed
to see a vision, and that was hardly
with my mind. On Monday morning
the moment | woke a doubt seemed to
arise within me. It had the appearance
of a terrible black thing rising out of
darkness. | shrank back and cried in
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my soul, “O Lord, I cannot contend
with this.” Instantly | saw the ap-
pearance of a hand reach out over it
and crush itback into darkness again.
The black thing appears to me to be
composed of all doubts and question-
ings that can ever rise up in the mind
againstthe truth, and evenagainstthe
experience of grace, and the exist-
ence of God. | was not left to try my
strength with it; and | felt that moment
that | would never have that peculiar
temptation again. | feel so yet.

It was a privilege for which | was,
and am, very thankful, to spend those
few days with those who have been
taught of God. On Monday | left them,
but peace went with me. My joy and
wonder continually increased, as new
things were revealed, and glorious
things were unfolded to my spiritual
understanding, every revelation re-
newing and strengthening my assur-
ance that | had found my Beloved. |
could not bear to have my thoughts
diverted from my new-found treasure,
but keptitclosely grasped by them, as
though afraid it might suddenly van-
ish, as though, indeed, it could not be
a reality, but only a dream.

And so | have gone on till now.
Today | have felt as though | ought to
write some of my former exercises,
lestin this new lifel mightforget them.
| have done so hastily and meagerly.
But | cannot keep long from the con-
templation of this new joy, and from
the new beauties | see in the Bible,and
from talking with my home folks here
atmy father’s, who are now dear to me
in a new sense. In a few days | must
return to my place of business, where

Ishall be alone, butforthe presence of
him who | know will be with me, and
who ltrust will hide me in the secret of
his presence from the pride of men.
Though far from those with whom |
have a name and an inheritance, still
may | trust that the Lord will abun-
dantly satisfy me with the provisions
of his house. Let me always ascribe
praise to him who sitteth onthe throne
of his holiness, and whose mercy
endureth forever.

Elder Silas H. Durand

“Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit; so shall
ye be my disciples.” — JOHN xv. 8.

n¥| HE bearing of much fruit not
g2-9%l| only brings glory to God, but
proves such rich fruit-bearers to be
genuine disciples of the Lord Jesus.
Now, though there is no merit in their
bearing fruit, they sometimes getcom-
fort from it, as proving an abiding
union with Christ. “If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in
my love; even as I have kept my
Fathers commandments and abide
in his love.” There is no maintaining
of holy confidence in the soul but by
walking in godly obedience; nor can
there be any true spiritual communion
with God whilst the guilt of disobedi-
ence lies hard and heavy on the con-
science. To make straight paths for
our feet; to walk in the fear of God; to
live to his glory, are not only sweet
tests of genuine discipleship, butfaith,
hope, and love cannot be maintained
without them. And yet if we know
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anything of what gospel fruit is, and
what we are as poor, vile sinners,
must we not too often put our mouth
in the dust ? Instead of rejoicingin our
fruitfulness, must we not often rather
lament our barrenness, and cry out,
"My leanness, my leanness, woe
unto me! " Still, if we see and feel a
deficiency inthese pointsin ourselves
and others, and, comparing our hearts,
lips, and lives with the word of truth,
must plead guilty, shall this utterly
discourage us? No. This very discour-
agement may prove of service to us .
Itis good, attimes, to be discouraged;
because it makes us learn that “with-
out Christwe candonothing,”and
that it is only by his grace that we can
produce fruit to his glory. it is, there-
fore, good to see and feel our barren-
ness and unfruitfulness; for it is this
very sight and sense of our own want
of fruitthatleads us in earnestdesires
to the Lord Jesus Christ to work in us
to will and to do of his own good
pleasure.

Elder J.C. Philpot

ST. JOHN 15:12-15.

This is my commandment, That ye
love one another, as I have loved you.

Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
Jriends.

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso-
ever I command you.

Henceforth I call you not servants;
Jor the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth; but I have called you
Jriends; for all things that I have
heard of my Father I have made
known unto you.

“And I will turn mine hand upon
the little ones.” (Zech. 13:7)

8| do not understand this to

B2 58| mean that when the Lord
smites the Shepherd and scatters the
sheep that He will protect the little
ones from the stroke of justice. The
phrase, “turn my hand upon”, ap-
pears to me rather to imply antago-
nism, punishment, the execution of
judgment. The little ones are a part of
the flock; they are all to know the just
anger of a holy God on account of sin,
the little as well as the great. This is
the day of judgment; the Shepherd
receives the stroke, and in that stroke
that fell upon Him all the flock, to the
least of the little ones, is included.
Justice and judgment are thus ex-
ecuted for and upon every one of
them. When Jesus died the flock all
died in Him, in a legal and mystical
sense. The sheep are all scattered,
and lefthelpless and defenseless, and
the Lord’s hand is turned, in judg-
ment, upon the little ones, when the
Shepherd is stricken down. The con-
dition of the Shepherd shows the con-
dition of the whole flock. This condi-
tion of condemnation and death must
be experienced in measure by every
one of the little ones. But lo, to their
glad surprise the Shepherd appears
again, risen from the dead, having
paid the debt of justice, and now with
all power in His hands He gathers the
sheep thatwere scattered, and carries
the little ones in His bosom. The hand
of the Lord is not turned upon them in
anger any more, but is laid upon them
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in love and tenderness, to cover them
in the day of judgment, and to uphold
them in the time of trouble.

If this sentence, “And I will turn
mine hand upon the little ones”,
had meantin protection from the judg-
ment that fell upon the sheep, then it
appears to me, it would have read,
“But I will turn mine hand upon
the little ones.” The word “and”, to
my mind, includes them all in the
judgment which turned the hand of
the Lord upon the Shepherd and the
sheep.

Fragments
Silas H. Durand

Minden, La. 71055
Dec. 5, 1978

| ust a few lines on second
MOBB| Thess. chapter 2, verse 13,
14. If there was such a thing as the
plan of salvation it would be con-
tained in those two verses. It reads.
“But we are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctifi-
cation of the Spirit, unto obedi-
ence and belief of the truth.”

Without doubt there is more confu-
sion and mystery in the experimental
teaching of the Holy Spirit to each
child of God than in any of the great
works of salvation.

Salvation is made up of three parts.
First, is God the author, His will and
purpose in his choice of his elect
people. The scriptures teach that we

were chosen in Him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be
holy, without blame before Him in
Love. The only way we are involved in
this choice is as a blessed recipient.
This was set and fixed in the mind and
purpose of God before any of us were.

Second, is the advent of Christ into
the world, the miracles He performed,
His teaching as set forth in the scrip-
tures, His promises to His little ones.
Even His name means God with us.
These promises are the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession. His taking
upon Himself the sins of all His cho-
sen. His death on the cruel tree of the
cross. His burial and resurrection from
the dead. He tells us that because |
live, you may live also. He came that
we might have life, Spiritually, and
thatwe might have itmore abundantly.
This work of Christ in redeeming His
people, justifying and atoning for their
sins, was all done without any help
from the sinner.

The third work of salvation is the
teaching of Christ. In the 16th chapter
of John, Christ tells us that it is expe-
dientthat He go away, “For if I go not
away the comforter will not come
unto you; if I depart, I will send
him unto you.” He the Holy Ghost,
shall teach you all things and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever | have said unto you.

My desire, if | know my desire, is to
make a few comments on the work of
the Spiritin sanctification. This Spirit,
I think, is the quiet still voice that tells
us to go this way or that way, that this
way is right or this way is wrong. This
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is God’s kingdom, set up and mani-
fested in the heart of each child of
God. Until this work is begun in him,
the child of God is by nature a child of
wrath, even as others. These others,
this scripture speaks of, are the ones
mentioned in the book of Proverbs.
There is a way that seems right to a
man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death. This is the way we all travel,
until touched by the Holy Spirit.

There are many scriptures that de-
scribe the work of the Spirit in the
heart of a child of God. The first such
work is bringing to the attention of the
child of God, that he is a sinner, that
within him dwells no good thing, that
all or the best of his goodness is as
filthy rags. When we are given the
heart to examine ourselves and find
that we have not one good thing to
offer this just and Holy God, then do
we cry with Paul, “Who can deliver
me _from the body of this death?”
thus, we learn that the way of man is
not in himself; it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps. Then do
we begin to search the scriptures.

In this search we find that the same
Paul who considered himselfthe chief
of sinners was the same one given as
a pattern for those who come after
him to believe unto life eternal. That
David, a man after God’s own heart,
was anaduiterer and murderer, causes
oneto hopethatbecause God showed
mercy on such as these, that we are
not so far away that He could not
reach even such as you find yourself
to be, that he does not save someone
because of what he is, but in spite of
what he is.

When, by the Spirit, this hope is set
up in a child of God, he finds things
much different than before. He has
been turned from the love of the world
and worldly things to those things
that do not perish with the using. He
longs forcloserfellowship with people
who believe as he does, to know more
of the ways of Christ, a love for the
truth that at one time he knew not. He
becomes a seeking person.

In the Song of Solomon there is
such a seeking person. “Tell me oh
thou whom my soul loveth, where
thou feedeth, where thou maketh
thou flock to rest at noon.” Dear
brethren, if this longing is sincere, He
always answers. “If thou know not,
oh thou fairest among women, go
thou way forth by the_footsteps of
the flock, feed thy kids beside the
Shepherd’s tent.” Is not this your
desire?

He does not put the desire for Himin
your heart and then withhold the way.
He tells us in the 45th chapter of Isaiah,
19th verse, “I have not spoken in
secret, in a dark place of the
earth: I said not unto the seed of
Jacob, seek ye me in vain.”

Soinconclusion, brethren, | believe
that when the Spirit and God is that
Spirit has taken up abode within your
heart, you are ever being taught those
things thatare good foryou, the things
which are conforming you to the im-
age of His darling Son, those things
that are well pleasing in His sight. May
it ever be thus with you.

Yours in hope,
Elder Graydon Smith
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SISTER ERMA PAYNE

t is a feeling of unworthi-
ness and sadness that | at-
tempt to write an obituary of my sister
in Christ, also my mother-n-law.

In memory of our Dear Sister who
passed away October 16, 1997. She
was born in Pittsylvania County Janu-
ary 10, 1920, to Augusta Thomas
Burnett and Hattie Nichols Burnett,
she had a brother Thomas Burnett
and a sister Ruth Burnett Bliss.

She was married to Silas Payne, Sr.
They lived a happy marriage of 56
years. Survived by two sons Silas
Payne, Jr. and Harry Payne and wives.
Christine and Bonnie. Four grandchil-
dren, 1 great grandson, one step
grandson, and two step great grand-
children.

She united with Union Church in
1975, which she loved so dear. -

She loved everyone, loved to sing

and praise God. She invited friends
into her home on Sundays with great
feast of food and love.
- Shewas sick for several months but
no matter how sick she was, she never
forgot her pastor. Just the sound of
his voice, she would perk up and say
Brother Goad let me hug you.

She fought a good fight, she fin-
ished her course and kept her faith.

May we all be reconciled to His Holy
will and be comforted to know thatour
loss is her eternal gain.

Her funeral was held at Scott’s Fu-
neral Home in Chatham, Va. Oct. 19,
1997. 2 p.m. by Elder Raymond Goad
and Rev. Haywood Alcorn. She was
buried in Hillcrest Burial Park.

Written by,
Sister Christine Payne
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MARY ELIZABETH RICE

| ister Rice was born Septem-

@ B| ber 29, 1901 in Pittsylvania
County, Virginia. She was the daugh-
ter of Albert EdgarRice, Sr.and Maniza
Page Rice. There were two other girls
andtwo boys in the family, all of whom
preceded her in death. Sister Eliza-
beth started working early in life at
McCroy’s Department Store, later at
McGuffin’s, and finally at Dan River,
Inc. for 24 years.

The family was very industrious and
all worked to help out with the cost of
living. Sister Rice along with her two
sisters were excellent seamstresses
and were always making something
they could share with their friends.
They made many beautiful quilts to be
sold orgiventoloved ones andfriends.
My wife and | have one of these quilts
with pieces the size of postage stamps.
I was told when the three girls had to
enter the nursing home there were 23
quilts in a closet of their home all
completely finished.

My wife and | visited her many times
and went to visit on Sunday afternoon
May 18, 1997. We knew she would not
know us, but still we had a desire to
speak to her as we did each time we
went. We saw a change in her while
there and realized it was the begin-
ning of her death. We would not leave
her alone to die and about 8:30 p.m.
the struggle of life was over. We feel
that then her spirit ascended to a new
home where her faith and hope are a
reality.

She and Sister Ema and Nettle were
members of Danville Primitive Baptist

Church. They all were dedicated to the
love of church and attended as long
as health permitted. Sister Elizabeth
was the last of her family and is sur-
vived only by several cousins. These
are Virginia McKinney, and James A.
Dix of Danville, Virginia and Martha
JohnsonandLouise Kepley of Greens-
boro, North Carolina and Zettie
Holderby of Reidsville, North Caro-
lina.

There was a graveside service for
Sister Rice by Elder Julian Williams
and Elder C.B. Davis, Jr. Her body was
laid to rest in Highland Burial Park of
Danville to await the voice of victory
that will call her home. We all miss her
but would not desire her back to suf-
fer again.

We desire acopy ofthis to be printed
in the Signs of the Times, a copy
placed in the church book, and copies
given to her cousins. Written by one
who loved her so much, and enjoyed
her talks about the church and what it
meant to her.

Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.

PSALM 43: 3-5.

Osend out thy light and thy truth: let
them lead me; let them bring me unto
thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.

Then will I go unto the altar of God,
unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon
the harp will I praise thee, O God my
God.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul?
and why art thou disquieted with me?
hope in God: for I shall yet praise him,
who is the health of my countenance,
and my God.
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POEM
THOUGHTS

O God the Rock upon which I
stand,

Would that Thou would hold me
by my hand

Console, chide, correct and
discipline me

So that by these things I may
better know Thee

No greater love could be be-
stowed

Than that which in blood from
your Son'’s side flowed

Lift me up that I may more
clearly see

The vast difference between
mere man and Thee

Enable my heart to burst forth
in songs of praise

And teach my feet to follow in
your ways

Then when all my days on earth
be stilled

May my cares be erased and my
hopes fulfilled.

Carrie Jo Williams
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EDITORIAL

JEWS VS GENTILES

Asconcerningthe
gospel, they are
enemies for your
sakes: but as touch-
ing the election,
they are beloved for
eoerry. caweeer. | L€ fathers’ sakes.
(Romans Chap 11, Vs 28)

ereis a salvation to the Jews,
he chosen generation of God,
under the law, which was given by
Moses, and was purchased with the
blood of Jesus for their sins under the
law; and there is a salvation to the
Gentiles which came by Grace and
truth in the person of Jesus Christ the
only begotten of the Father. They are

all the children of God through differ-
ent administrations or covenants and
salvation to both came by the birth,
death andresurrection of Jesus Christ;
One came by the death of Christ on
the cross for those under the law and
the other by the resurrection of Jesus
when he rose from death, having set
aside the law, condemning it in the
flesh and perfecting the gentiles by
the indwelling of the holy spiritin their
hearts, making them free from the law
of sin and death. This child is in the
image of God and cannotsin, although
it dwells in a body of flesh that sins
constantly; this is the cross that all
bear, enduring the body of flesh and
as Lot’s righteous soul was vexed
daily with the sins of the people of
Sodom among whom he dwelled, they
endure the flesh and the depravity of
the fleshly mind, but walk after the
spirit. This was Paul’s complaint, in
the seventh chapter of Romans, when
he cried O wretched man that | am:
who shall deliver me from the body of
this death, endure it he must, but it
was very distressing to his soul and
he longed for the time when he would
be free from it.

The above scripture is found in the
eleventh chapter of Romans, which
deals with the fall of the Jews, and that
through their fall salvation is come
unto the Gentiles; it goes on to say,
“Now if the fall of them be the
riches of the world, and the dimin-
ishing of them the riches of the
Gentiles; how much more their
fulness?’’ It speaks of the casting
away of them being the reconciling of
the world, and if so, what shall the
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receiving of them be, but life from the
dead. It does notsay, anywhere in this
writing, of their being cut off and lost,
but rather, blindness in part is hap-
pened unto them, but it says that they
may be grafted in again. The Jews, as.
a nation, did not receive or believe in
Christ; they rejected him and his teach-
ings, and continued under the law as
they had since the time that the law
was given them by God, through
Moses. Although they had the scrip-
tures, prophesying of the coming of
the Messiah and that he would make
the sacrifice that would put away their
sin, they did not recognize Jesus as
that prophet; but as Paul wrote, (Ro-
mans Chap 3, Vs 1-3) “"What advan-
tage then hath the Jew? or what
profit is there in circumcision?
Much every way:chiefly because
that unto them were committed the
oracles of God, For what if some
did not believe? shall their unbelief
mabke the faith of God without ef-
fect? God forbid:yea let God be
true , but every man a liar; as it is
writen, That thou mightest be jus-
tified in thy sayings, and mightest
overcome when thou art judged”’.
Now, the above text, as concerning
the gospel they are enemies for your
sake: but as touching the election
they are beloved for the fathers sake,
seemingly fits in right here and states
that all Israel, the elect of God, shall be
saved.(Romans Chap11,Vs7) " What
then? Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for ; but the elec-
tion hath obtained it, and the rest
were blinded.’’ The election hath ob-
tained it by the determinate counsel

and foreknowledge of God and not
because of the keeping of the law, or
the lack of it, but because of the faith
that they have in their God.

(Romans Chap 14,Vs 25-26) “'For I
would not,brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own con-
ceit; that blindness in part is hap-
pened to Israel, until the fullness
of the Gentiles be come in. And so
all Israel shall be saved: as it is
written, there shall come out of
sion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness fromJacob:"’in-
dicating that the residue of the Jews
(Jacob, the lot of his inheritance)inits
entiriety shall be brought in, after the
fullness ofthe Gentiles is comein; the
first shall be last and the last shall be
first. We may not understand how, or
why, it is this way and, as the scrip-
ture says, it is a mystery, but the
fullness of the Jews will be broughtin
after the fullness of the Gentiles be
come in. The blood of Jesus flowed to
the former sea and to the hinder sea
for all who lived and sinned under the
law; but his death brought salvation
to the Gentiles by taking the law away,
condemning sin, a characteristic of
the flesh, in the flesh and bringing in
the spiritual kingdom of those, (the
inner man) who did not commit sin
because he is born of God. Where
there is no law, there is no sin, and in
that one that is born of the spirit, that
new creature in Christ, there is no sin.

(GalChap 5, Vs 18) “'Butifye be led
of the Spirit , ye are not under the
law.’’ Those that are born of the spirit
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are led of the spirit and there is no law
to condemn them because the one
who sent the comforter has taken the
law away so that it has no more juris-
diction over them. Where there is no
law, there is no sin, as Paul said,
blessed is the man to whom the lord
wili notimpute sin. This is the blessed
state of the new creature in Christ, the
old things, under the law, are passed
away; behold all things are become
new, and all things are of God, who
hath reconciled usto himselfby Jesus
Christ, and hath given unto the minis-
try of reconciliation; to wit. that God
was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them; and hath commit-
ted unto us the word of reconciliation.
This word thatis committed unto them
is the law that is printed in their heart
and written intheir mind, noton tables
of stone, and they shall live by them;
it is by this word that they try the
spirits to recognize their brethren and
fellowship the mystery that they have
in common and worship God in spirit
and in truth.

(John Chap 1, Vs 11-12-13) “He
came unto his own, and his own
received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:
which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God,”’ This scrip-
ture, stating that he came to his own,
refers to the fact that the Jews; whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came,
did not receive his testimony and en-
ter into the Gospel church, by being

‘born of the spirit, and as Christ told

Nicodemus ye must be born again to
see the kingdom of heaven, and enter
into it. This kingdom of Heaven, in this
analogy, is the gospel church, which
Christ established when he died, was
buried and rose again; and sent forth
the comforter as Christ promised his
disciples, “'Nevertheless I tell you
the truth:lt is expedient for you
that I go awayfor if I go not away,
the comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you.”” This was accomplished
on the day of Pentecost, when the
Holy Ghost came down as cloven
tongues of fire and sat upon each of
the Apostles; they were filled with the
Holy Ghost and began to preach the
gospel, for the first time, as the spirit
gave them utterance , and that is still
the way that it is preached today. This
was when the church, or the kingdom
of heaven, was established, on earth
and the gospel era began, fulfilling all
of the prophisies of the old testiment
of what God would do, in that day, and
the new covenant was established
with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah and they became one
fold, the common denominator being
the immaculate Son of God; the me-
diator between God and his chosen
generation whether they be Jews or
Gentiles.

(Romans Chap 10 Vs, 4) *'For Christ
is the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth.””
This is true, in the fact that the death
of Christ was for the sins, under the
law, and forever atoned for those sins
and made those who lived under the
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law of sin and death free from the
penalty for their sins, which con-
demned them, and they stood justi-
fied before God by the shed blood of
Christ. The law never made any righ-
teous; for the scriptures say if righ-
teousness came by the law, then Christ
died in vain but the bringing in of a
better covenant, under a new priest-
hood, did. Righteousness comes by
faith and the law is not of faith, but the
man that doeth the works of the law
shalllive inthem, before or after Christ
came into the world, and Christ died
for all of the sins of his children under
the law; whether before or after his
death. This is why Paul wrote (Ro-
mans Chap 11,Vs 26) “And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is writ-
ten, there shall come out of Sion
the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob’’ and this
after he had said thatblindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in; and then
the Israelites shall come in and re-
ceive that promised inheritance laid
up for them from the foundation of the
world because of their election.
Now, the textsays, *‘As concerning
the gospel, they are enemies for
your sake’’: and this is not talking
aboutthe Jews underthe law, in former
times, because they did not know of
the gospel in those days and being
born of the spirit as the apostles and
disciples of Christ did, The apostle
Paul is talking of the Jews, in his day,
the day in which he is writing this
scripture, and that is after Christ has
died, and he says, they are enemies to
the gospel. He says; as concerning

the gospel they are enemies, but as
concerning the election, these same
onesinthe sametime are, as touching
the election, beloved for the fathers’
sake; then he goes onto say “'For the
gifts and calling of God are with-
out repentance.”’ If they are, accord-
ingto election, beloved for the father's
sake, then it seems that they are of the
family for whom Christ died, and are
of the redeemed of the Lord, whether
they believe the gospel, or not. This
brings to mind , the parable of the ten
virgins, five were wise and possessed
oil in their lamps, and five were fool-
ish and had no oil in their lamps. The
oil represents the spirit , which those
in the gospel day possess, and the
lack of it represents those under the
law without the spirit, but they were
all virgins and they were all betrothed
to the bridegroom; if this represents
the kingdom of heaven, did the father
betroth his son to five virgins and five
harlots or to ten virgins under two
different covenants. They were under
differents covenants; as the scripture
states; “'Now there are diversities
of gifts, but the same spirit. And
there are differences of adminis-
trations, but the same Lord. And
there are diversities of operations,
but it is the same God which
worketh all in all.”” Just because
they are not just like those, in another
administration or operation, it does
not mean that they are not of the
chosen generation determined from
the foundation of the earth. This is,
seemingly, what is being stated in the
above scripture that, although the
Jews are enemies as concerning the
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gospel, they are beloved of the Father
because they were elected of God the
same as those under the new cov-
enant. (Romans Chap 11, Vs 32) **For
God hath concluded them all in
unbelief, that he might have mercy
upon all”’, whether they are Israel-
ites or Gentiles.(Romans Chapi1,Vs
33) "0 the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are his
- Judgements, and his ways pastfind-
ing out”’. Man cannot fathom the
mysteries of God nor rationalize them
with the human mind; The natural
man receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God : for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned;
he can only wait on the Lord for faith
and understanding.

Gal.Chap, 3Vs 10-13) “Foras many
as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that continu-
eth notin all things which are writ-
ten in the book of the law to do
them. But that no man is justified
by the law in the sight of God, it is
evident: for The just shall live by
faith, And the law is not of faith:
but, The man that doeth them shall
live in them. Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us :for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree: That the blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gen-
tiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the
spirit through faith.”’ This is saying
that as many are under the works of

the law are under the curse, and this
applies to the Jews until this day be-
cause they are stillunderthatMosiacal
law and the curse that accomplishes
it and will continue to be there until
the fulness of the Gentiles be comein.
When this is accomplished, then Is-
rael shall be broughtin because of the
election, and because of the death of
Christ for the sins under the law and
then shall be brought to pass the
prophesyrecordedin (Eze Chap 37 Vs
16-17) "Moreover, thou son of man,
take thee one stick, and write upon
it, For Judah and for the children of
Israel his companions: And join
them one to another into one stick;
and they shall become one in thine
hand.’’ There shall be one shepherd
and one fold.

There is no room for the Gentile to
boastbecause he has faith, as though
he accomplished this on his own; the
sovereign work of God is true and
sure, whether all understand it or not.
The truth is the truth if no one believes
it,and everyone believing athing does
not make it true. May God grant us the
wisdom to accept what we believe as
a gift from God and realize that there
are many things that we will never
understand. All believe according to
the measure of the gift of Christ, and
each one is given what is needful for
them and must walk according to that
knowledge. It is not needful for them
to understand everything, or else they
would, but, each is given a little here
and a little there to keep them search-
ing the scriptures for more evidence
that these truths apply to them. (Ro-
mans 14,Vs 1-2-3) “'Him that is weak
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in the faith receive ye , but not to
doubtful disputations. For one
believeth that he mayeat allthings:
anotherwho isweak, eatheth herbs.
Let not him that eateth despise him
the eatethnot;and let not himwhich
eateth not judge him that eateth:
for God hath received him.’”” Who is
man to judge another man’s servant?
to his own master he standeth or
falleth. As Paul said, in his letter to the
church at Colosse, (Col Chap 2, Vs 6)
“'As ye have therefore received
ChristJesus the Lord,sowalk yein
him”.Paul is saying here, you cannot
live and believe according to my expe-
rience, you must walk and believe
accordingto the revelation ofthe word
of God in your own life. Each one's
faith is a unique and precious gift,
tailored to their own individual need;
and all to the glory of God. When
wisdom was required God called
Solomon and gave him wisdom; when
strength was required he called
Sampson and gave him the strength
of ten men; either one could not walk
and perform as the other, but they
were equally important, in God’s plan.
Each filled their place, in the house of
God and contributed that which was
needful according to the purposes of
God, from the foundation of the world.

There are many different theories
on the salvation of the children of God
and this is another one, but be that as
it may, (Il Tim Chap 2, Vs 19) “'Never-
theless the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his.
And Let every one that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniq-

uity.”” This is one point of doctrine
that all true believers will agree on
and trust in with all of their heart mind
and soul for their hope of salvation;
they will agree that it is because that
God first loved thm and gave his only
begotten son for them if their hope is
valid. Known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the world
and the salvation of the saints is the
reason for all things and the reason
for all his works. As Jesus told the
Phrasees, on one occasion when they
asked his what they must do to work
the works of God, Itis the work of God
that ye believe on him whom he hath
sent, meaning himself.

May God, in the riches of his grace,
grant us the, wisdom, understanding,
patience and love that accompanies
the gift of salvation to all of the saints.
These are characteristics of the cho-
sen generation, the royal priesthood
and the holy nation and is what makes
the fellowship of the brethren so sweet
and precious as they journey through
this low ground of sin and sorrow.
These are the fruits of the spirit that
cause them to look over the faults of
the fleshly man and concentrate on
the beauty of the inner man, which is
what they love, for Christs sake.

In bonds of Love
Richard H. Campbell

1 TIMOTHY 3:5.

And the Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the
patient waiting for Christ.
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CHURCH OF OUR FAITH

he Lord willing | will attempt

to write concerning the his-
tory, the present and what we desire
and hope for the future of Little Hope
Primitive Baptist Church. | will take
the history from the church records
and minutes, and write of the present
as we have been blessed to see it in
the days we are now living. As for the
future, God only knows but we hope
by an eye of faith, He has given us to
believe, that with His blessing, this
can continue to be a place where His
people can meet to speak of His good-
ness and mercy and contend for the
doctrine our forefathers believed so
deeply. For He will not leave Himself
without a witness.

In the early 1900's a small group of
people met together in a grove of
trees in Cove Hollow to worship and
praise God. Cove Hollow is located in
the counties of Montgomery and
Roanoke. The place of this meeting
was on the far westem edge of
Roanoke county, then known as
Lafayette, Virginia.

On the 31st day of July, 1911 a par-
cel of land was deeded by and be-
tween W.B. Lawrence and Sara
Lawrence, party of the first part and
F.J.V. Poff, J.W. Conner, A.B.
Lawrence, J.W. McDaniel and J.B.
Hilton, Trustees of the Primitive Bap-
tist Church of Lafayette, Virginia, also
known as Old School Baptist, Predes-
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tinarian Baptist and their successors
forever, holding and believing the
doctrine of predestination, election,
final preservation of the saints to glory
and worshipping God in the old and
simple time honored way, unmixed
with the religious practices of modern
times, such as Sunday schools, in-
strumental music in church, modern
mission system of sending paid mis-
sionaries among unwilling people who
will not support them and the minor-
ity, thus holding and practicing shall
not be devested of their property
rights, parties of the second part. This
deed is recorded in the clerk’s office
of Roanoke County. | am glad and
hope thankful this deed was worded
and recorded the way it was, as long
as one believes this doctrine, they can
not be devested of their property
rights.

The year this deed was made these
people built a small church building
on this land. They then called a
presbytery of elders to meetwith them
at their new church house to examine
and constitute them into a church, if
found qualified. = .

- On Saturday before the fourth Sun-
day in October 1911 the following El-
ders and Deacon met with them. El-
ders Peter Corn,H.V.Cole, B.V.Jessie
and J.C. Hurst and Deacon Walker
Claypton which members organized
themselves into a presbytery with El-
der Peter Corn, moderator and Elder
J.C. Hurst, clerk. The presbytery called
for all who wish to be examined to
assemble themselves apart from the
world. Wherefore, F.J.V. Poff, John W.
Conner, Peter E. Hill, and J.B. Hylton,

together with Mamie A. Hill, Mary Poff,
Mary E. Conner, and S. Addie Law-
rence, so assembled. The body chose
F.J.V. Poff their spokesman and were
examined by the moderator on the
Primitive Baptist articles of faith, doc-
trine and practice which articles were
substantially the same as the London
confession of faith. After careful and
thorough examination it was moved
and seconded and carried by unani-
mous vote of the presbytery that they
be hereby declared a duly constituted
church of the Primitive Baptist faith
and order, which are sometimes called
and known as Old School or Predesti-
narian Baptist. The church then held
her first meeting and called Elder B.V.
Jessie by unanimous vote to serve as
their pastor. Elder Jessie accepted.
She then agreed that the name of the
church should be ‘Little Hope’.
Brethern J:.B. Hylton and J.W. Conner
were chosen deacons and delivered
to the presbytery for examination and
ordinationiffound qualified. ElderCole
was chosen by the presbytery to lead
in questions. He used the scripture
qualifications recorded in Timothy as
his basis of questions. The Deacons
were found qualified and ordained to
the full functions of deaconship by the
laying on of hands of the presbytery
and prayer by Elder J.C. Hurst and
given charge by Elder Peter Corn. The
church appointed F.J.V. Poff, church
clerkand Elder J.C. Hurst and Brother
C.M. Turner, required by the church to
draw articles of faith to be submitted
to the church for Her approval.




226

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

The following Elders have served as
pastor, B.V. Jessie, John D. Wood, J.
Otie Conner, Julius Bocock, Lane
Carter, and the writer is now trying to
serve them. | feel to be the least of all
if one at all.

In our conference meeting May 1997,
the church agreed to build anew meet-
ing house. We knew this would be
impossible without the blessing of
the Lord, we are small in membership
and had little in financial funds, but
the interest of some of the members
and friends was great and the Lord
blessed us to see the building com-
pleted. We held our first meeting in
the new building on Saturday before
the fourth Sunday in February 1998.
We also held a special meeting on
March 28, 1998, to dedicate the build-
ing. My prayer is that this will be a
house of prayer and worship, that our
children and grandchildren may be
blessed to worship and praise God
here for many generations.

We invite all that love God to come
and worship with us. The address is:
7424 Cove Hollow Rd, Elliston, VA,
which is 1 1/2 miles off US 11, about
eight miles west of Salem, VA, and
four miles off Interstate 81 south of
Salem.

Written by request of the church in
conference July 25, 1998, to be sub-
mitted to the Signs of the Times for
print if found worthy.

Written by Junior Conner
Junior Conner, Moderator
Lawrence Myers, Clerk

NOTICE
Can You Help?

The 2nd Roxbury Old School Baptist
Church at Roxbury, N.Y. needs a new

roof. This church was built in 1833.
The church has no funds. Any contri-
bution would be greatly appreciated.
The church can obtain a matching
grant, however, the church must have
the money to match it before they can
obtain it. Any contribution should be
sent as follows:

2nd Roxbury
Old School Baptist Church

c/o Mr. George Tich Macher
R.R. #1, P.O. Box 7
Roxbury, N.Y. 12474

PSALM 23
A Psalm of David.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want.

He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the
still waters.

- Herestoreth my soul: he leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, 1 will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and
Iwill dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.
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VOICES OF THE PAST

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK
CHAPTER IX.
THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH.

Rl en. XXXVIL. “In this chapter
B>l begins the history of Joseph,
with whom the remaining part of the
book is chiefly concerned; and here
are related the hatred of his brethren
to him because his father loved him,
and which was increased by the dream
he dreamed, and told them of verses
1-11; a visit to his brethren, in the
field, whom he found after a long
search of them, verses 12-17; their
conspiracy on sight of him to slay
him, but by the advice of Reuben, it
was agreed to cast him into a pit,
which they did, verses 18-24, and af-
ter that, at the motion of Judah, sold
him to the Ishmaelites, who were go-
ing to Egypt, verses 25-28; this being
done, Reuben being absent and not
finding Joseph in the pit, was in great
distress, verses 29-30; their contriv-
ance to deceive their father, and make
him believe thatJoseph was destroyed
by a wild beast, which on sight of the
coat he credited, and became incon-
solable, verses 31-35; and concludes
with the sale of Joseph in Egypt, to
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh verse
36 33

Gen. XXXIX. “In this chapter the
history returns to Joseph again, who
being brought down to Egypt was
sold to Potiphar, with whom he found
favor, and who sethim over his house,

the Lord prospering every thing in his
hands, verses 1-6, and being a young
man of comely aspect, his mistress
lusted after him, and tempted him to
lie with her, from time to time, but he
has constantly refused it, as being
both ingratitude to his mistress, and a
sin against God, verses 7-10. At a
certain time, they being alone in the
house, she renewed her solicitations,
and laid hold of his garment, which he
left in her hands, and fled, verses 11-
12; upon which she called her ser-
vants without and accused Joseph of
il designs upon her, and reported the
same to her husband, when he came
home, verses 13-19; upon which his
master put him in prison, but he found
favor with the keeper of it who com-
mitted the prisoners and all things
relative to them into his hands, verses
20-23.”

Gen. XL. “The hlstory of this chap-
ter is, the imprisonment of two of
Pharaoh’s officers, the chief butler
and chief baker, who by the captain of
the guard were made the charge of
Joseph, verse 1-4; they both dreamed
in prison, which made them sad; Jo-
seph taking notice of their sadness,
asked the reason of it, and encour-
aged them to tell him their dreams,
verses 5-8. The chieftold his dream of
the vine and their branches, which
Joseph interpreted of his restoration
to his office in three days, and desired
him to remember him unto Pharaoh
when he stood before him, telling him
his case, verses 9-15; then the chief
baker told his dream of the three white
baskets of food on his head, which
the birds ate, verse 16-19, and the
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events answered to the interpreta-
tions, but Joseph was forgotten by
the chief butler, verses 20-23.”

Gen. XLI. “In this chapter are related
Pharaoh’s dreams, which his magi-
cians could not interpret, verses 1-9,
upon which the chief butler now re-
membering Joseph, recommended
him to Pharaoh as an interpreter, hav-
ing had an happy experience ofhim as
such himself, verses 10-15; Joseph
was sent for out of the prison; and
Pharaoh having related his dreams,
he interpreted them seven years of
plenty and seven years of famine, that
should be in the land of Egypt, verses
14-32; and having done, he gave his
advice to provide in the years of fam-
ine and proposed a scheme for doing
it, which was approved by Pharaoh
and his ministers, verses 33-37. Jo-
seph himself was pitched upon as the
most proper person to execute it, and
was appointed chief over the king-
dom, next to Pharaoh, who gives him
a new name and a wife upon this
occasion, verses 38-45. Accordingly
in the years of plenty he took a tour
throughout the whole land and gath-
ered and laid up food in vast quanti-
ties in every city, verses 46-49. An
account is given of two sons born to
Joseph; and of their names, verses
50-52, and the seven years of famine,
beginning to come on atthe end of the
seven years of plenty, which brought
great distress on the land of Egypt,
and the countries round about, who
allcame to Josephto buy corn, verses
563-57.”

Gen. XLIl. “This chapter relates that
Jacob heard there was corn in Egypt,

sentall his sons, but Benjamin, thither
to buy corn, verses 11-4, and coming
before Joseph they bowed to him, he
knowing them, though they knew him
not, spoke roughly to them, and
charged them with being spies, verses
6-9; they in their defense urged that
they were sons of one man in Canaan,
with whom theiryoungestbrother was
left, on which Joseph ordered them to
send for him, to prove them true men,
verses 10-16; and putthem allin prison
forthree days, and thenreleasedthem,
and sent them away to fetch their
brother, verses 17-20; this brought to
their minds their treatment of Joseph,
and they confessed their guiltto each
other, which Joseph heard and which
greatly affected him; they supposed
he understood them not; before he
dismissed them he bound Simeon
before their eyes, whom he retained,
till they returned, verses 21-24; then
he ordered his servants to fill their
sacks with corn, and put each man’s
money in his sack, which one of them
on the road found, opening his sack
for provisions, filled them all with sur-
prise and fear, verses 25-28. Upon
their return to Jacob, they related all
that had befallen them, and particu-
larly that the governor insisted on
having Benjamin brought to them,
verses 29-34; their sacks being
opened, all their money was found in
them, which greatly distressed them,
and Jacob also, who was very unwill-
ing to let Benjamin go, though Reutan
offered his two sons as a pledge for
him, and himselfto be a surety, verses
35-38.”
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Gen. XLIIlL. “Informs us that the fam-
ine continued in the land of Canaan,
and the corn that Jacob’s sons and
family had from Egypt being con-
sumed, Jacob prepared his sonsto go
down for more, which they refused to
do, unless Benjamin was sent with
them, for whose safety Judah offered
tobecome asurety, verses 1-10. Jacob
with reluctance was prevailed uponto
let him go, and dismissed them, with
a present to the governor of Egypt,
and with double money to buy corn
with, and with his blessing upon them,
verses 11-14. Upon which they set out
for Egypt. When they came into the
presence of Joseph, he seeing Ben-
jamin with them, ordered his steward
to take them to his house, and get
dinner ready, it being his pleasure
that they should dine with him that
day, verses 15-17. This threw them
into a fright, supposing that they were
going to be called to an account for
the money they found in their sacks;
whereupon they related to the stew-
ard, every particular of the whole of
that affair, who bid them not to be
uneasy, for he had their money; and
as a proof that things would go well
with them, brought Simeon outtothem
and treated them very kindly and gen-
tly, verses 18-24. Having got their
present ready against Joseph came
home, they delivered it to him with
greatveneration and submission; who
asked of the welfare of their father,
and whether that was their younger
brother they spoke of, the sight of
whom so affected him, that he was
obliged to haste to his chamber to
weep, verses 25-30. Having washed

his face and composed himself, he
returned and ordered dinner to be
brought, which were set on different
tables, one for himself and the Egyp-
tians and the other for his brethren,
whom he placed according to their
age, totheirsurprise; and sentmesses
from his table to each, and Benjamin
five times more than the rest, and they
were so liberally entertained that they
became cheerful, verses 31-34.”
Gen. XLIV. “This chapter relates the
policy of Joseph, in making an experi-
ment of his brother’s regard and af-
fection for Benjamin; he ordered his
steward to put every man’s money in
his sack, his silver cup in Benjamin’s,
and when they were got out of the city,
to follow them, and charge them with
theft, as he did; and having searched
their sacks as they desired he should,
found the cup with Benjamin, which
threw them into the utmost distress;
and obliged them to return to Joseph,
verses 1-14, who charged them with
ill behaviour towards him; they ac-
knowledged it, and proposed to be his
servants’ but he ordered them to de-
partto theirfather, retaining Benjamin
in servitude, verses 15-17. Upon which
Judah addressed him in a very polite
and affectionate manner, and related
the whole story, both between Jo-
seph and them, concerning Benjamin,
the first time they were in Egypt, and
between their father and them upon
the same subject, when he directed
them to go a second time thither to
buy corn, and how he became a surety
to his father for him, and therefore
proposed to be his bondsman now,
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not being able to see his father’s face
without Benjamin, verses 18-24.”

Gen. XLV. “In this chapter we have
an account of Joseph’s making him-
self known to his brethren, which was
done when they were alone, verses 1-
4, when he encouraged them not to
distress themselves on account of
selling him into Egypt, for God in his
providence had sent him there for
their good, verses 5-8, and he ordered
them to go forthwith to Canaan, and
acquaint his father with all the honor
and glory they saw him in, and to
desire him to come thither to him,
where he should be provided for dur-
ing the five years of famine yet to
come, in the best part of the land of
Egypt, verses 9-13, upon which he
expressed the strongest affection to
Benjamin, and to all him brethren,
verses 14-15. The fame of this was
spread inthe house of Pharaoh, which
gave the king great pleasure, who
immediately expressed him desire that
his father might come and settle in
Egypt, and ordered provisions to be
sent to him, verses 16-20, and car-
riages to bring him down, and all that
belonged to him; and Joseph accord-
ingly delivered to his brethren wag-
ons and provisions for the way, and
gave gifts to them and sent gifts to his
father, and dismissed his brethren
with an exhortation not to fall out by
the way, verses 21-24, and they came
to Canaan, and acquainted their fa-
ther with all these things, who at first
could not believe them; but when he
saw the wagons, his spirit revived,
and he determined to go to see his
son, verses 25-28.”

Gen. LVI. “Here we are told that
Jacob with all his family and sub-
stance took a journey to Egypt, to see
his son Joseph, in which he was en-
couraged to proceed, by a vision from
God, verses 1-7, and we are given an
account of all his sons, sons and
daughters that went with him, verses
8-27. When he came near to Egypt, he
sent Judah before him to Joseph, to
acquaint him of his coming, who met
him at Goshen, where there was a
most affectionate interview between
them, verses 28-30, and when he gave
directions, what answers to give to
Pharaoh’s questions, when they
should appear before him, to whom
he proposed to go and inform him of
their being in Egypt, verses 31-34.”

Gen. XLVIL. “This gives and account
of the presentation of five of Joseph’s
brethren and his father to Pharaoh,
and of what passed between them,
verses 1-10; of Joseph’s settlement
ofthem, according to the directions of
Pharaoh, in the land of Goshen, and of
his provision he made for them there,
verses 11-12; of his getting into his
hands, for Pharaoh, the many cattle
and lands ofthe Egyptians, except the
lands belonging to the priests, for
corn he had supplied them with, verses
15-22; of his giving them seed to sow
with on conditions of Pharaoh’s hav-
ing a fifth part of the proceeds, verses
23-26; of the increase of Jacob’s sub-
stance in Egypt, and that of his chil-
dren; of the time of his being there,
and his approaching death, when he
called Joseph to him, and obliged him
by an oath to bury him in the burying
place of his fathers, verses 27-31.”
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Gen. XLVIIl. “Joseph hearing his
fatherwas sick, paid him avisit, verses
1, 2; at which time Jacob gave him an
account of the Lord’s appearing to
him at Luz, and of the promise he
made unto him, verses 3, 4; then he
adopted his two sons, Ephraim and
Manassah, and blessed them, and Jo-
seph also, verses 5-16; and whereas
he crossed his hands whenheblessed
the sons of Joseph, putting his right
hand upon the youngest, and his left
hand on the eldest, which displeased
Joseph, he gave him the reason forso
doing, verses 17-20; and then assured
him that God would bring him and the
rest of his posterity into the land of
Canaan, where he assigned them a
particular portion above his brethren,
verses 21, 22.

Gen. XLIX. “This chapter contains a
prophecy of future things, relating to
the twelve sons of Jacob, and to the
twelve tribes, as descending from
them and which he delivered to his
sons on his death-bed, having called
them togetherforthat purpose, verses
1, 2. He begins with Reuben, his first
born, whose incest he takes notice of,
on which account he should not ex-
cel, verses 3, 4; next Simeon and Levi
have a curse denounced on them for
their cruelty at Shechem, verses 5, 6;
butJudah is praised, and good things
are prophesied of him; particularly
that Shiloh poor, the Messiah, should
spring from him, the time of whose
coming is pointed at, verses 7-12; the
predictions concerning Zebulun,
Issachar and Dan follow, at the close
of which Jacob expresses his longing
expectation of God’s salvation, verses

13-18; and foretelling what should
befall Gad and Asher and Naphtali,
verses 19-21; alarge account is given
of Joseph, his trials, and his bless-
ings, verses 22-26; and Benjamin the
youngest son taken notice of the last
of all; all the tribes being blessed in
their order according to the nature of
their blessing, verses 27, 28, and the
chapter is closed with a charge of
Jacob’s to his sons to bury him in
Canaan, which having delivered, he
died, verses 29, 33.”

Gen. L. “This contains a short ac-
countofwhathappened from the death
of Jacob to the death of Joseph, andis
chiefly concerned with the funeral of
Jacob; it gives an account of the em-
balming of Jacob’s body and the
mourning of the Egyptians for him,
verses 1-3; of Pharaoh’s permission
to go and bury him in Canaan, verses
4-6; the grand funeral possession
thither, the mourning made for Jacob,
and his interment of Joseph and his
brethren to Egypt, they fearing his
resentment of their former usage of
him, entreat him to forgive them, to
which Josephreadily agreed and com-
forts them, and speaks kindly to them,
and bids them not to fear any hurt
from him, for whatever was their in-
tention, God meant it; and had over-
ruled itfor good, verses 14-21; and the
chapter ends with an account of
Joseph’s age and death, and of his
posterity he saw before his death, and
of the charge he gave to his brethren
to carry his bones with them, when
they should depart from Egypt, verses
22-26.”

J.K. Booton




232

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

February, 1943
SOLOMON’S SONG 8:8

""We have a little sister, and she
hath no breasts: what shall we do
for our sister in the day when she
shall be spoken for?*’

have notdone very much writ-
ing on texts that the children
of God bring to my notice, because |
feel very deeply my deficiency in tak-
ing up deep and mysterious things of
the Bible, but at this time the request
to write to our family paper on the
above text has been followed by an
impression to do so. | trust by the
grace of God that | make the attempt at
this time, looking to him to guide my
mind into the truth. If | write that which
is not true | hope the brethren will set
me aright, and that someone will be
given amind to give us an article onit.
Many of the books of the Bible are
unique. Solomon’s Song is the most
singular of all in the Bible and is,
perhaps, the first instance of a dia-
logue. It is the sweet voice of Jesus
speaking to his bride. His speaking to
her brings forth from her the sublimest
language. Each of them would be, and
are, miserable when not in the com-
pany of each other, so we will find
them setting forth their mutual love
for the other. Now | must say here that
in a certain sense this is the church
for all time and under all dispensa-
tions, but in another restricted sense
it is the Jewish church under the law.
Please notice that as they speak it is
to and about each other. They do not
talk about other people orthings. They

are so absorbed in each other that
there is not time to give it any notice,
but now they come near the end of
their wonderful conversation. In this
text they have turned away from each
other. Something precious undoubt-
edly has been brought to their notice.
'O the depth of the riches both of
thewisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways past finding
out!”” Rom. 11:33. Nothing is nearer
earthly perfection than the unity, love
and companionship of husband and
wife. Even that is not worthy to be
compared to that holy union of Jesus
and his bride. Their hearts beatas one
heart; the welfare of the other is of
primary importance; their aim is the
same, but even with all that we find in
our text that something in the future
calls attention to them. They do not
speak of each other now; they do not
speak of their hopes and desires; the
church did not say, | have a little sis-
ter; the Saviour did not say, you have
a little sister, but at one time in perfect
accord they speak and say, we have a
little sister. Oh, the preciousness of
theirvoices being blended togetherto
include the heathen Gentiles. Just
tonight as we study the text together
it surely is enough to cause jubilation
among the redeemed of the Lord to be
known as the little sister. My poor
heartresponds with joy and adoration
to such language. The Bible does not
have much to say about God’s big
children, or fearless children, or
learned children, but-the precious
promise, admonitions, and encour-
agement to the little children are ali
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through the book. In nature it is a
beautiful thing to see an older brother
taking care of and shielding ayounger
sister. Much more so is it true in re-
gard to this little sister. She has the
most wonderful Brother to shield and
protect her, one who knows all about
her as to how frail and little she is.
Now may | suggest that the Jewish
church had breasts. By that she was
commanded to teach the law; look to
the law; live by the law; die by the law
and be judged by the law. The law
afforded plenty if kept and obeyed.
Furthermore, as we first came into a
knowledge of the law, we still think
that we may be fed by going to these
breasts, but to these parties who are
blended into one in looking forward
toward the day of their little sister she
does not have any breasts. May | be
permitted to dwell rather intimately
on the question of this little sister not
having any breasts? Earlier | said that
in our text it was the church under the
law speaking. Now may | say that this
little sister is the church under grace.
To come under grace is for the help-
less, poor, destitute, and barren to
receive sustenance and strength. Now
| see this little sister as the bride of
Jesus Christ. Reader can you con-
template such a husband? Nothing
lacking in him! Completeness and
perfection in one! What about his
bride? Ah, reader, look yonder at her
as she comes up from the wilderness.
Sheis alittle one and sheisleaningon
the arm of her beloved, but she does
nothave any breasts, She cannothope
to feed any children. As in nature in
some cases, so with herin every case,

the nutrition must be supplied from
some other source. Sometimes she is
so ashamed that she does not have
any ability, sometimes she is so glad
that her husband furnishes all the
food for the feeding of the household.
Perhaps in nature if a man was fooled
into wedlock with a woman with no
breasts it would end in a separation,
but not in this case. He knew all about
this woman. He chose her in himself
before the world was, and she is all
fair to him, and | feel inclined to say
that she is not deformed in any sense,
but has perfection in him, and thus is
supplied with breasts filled with the
richest milk that supplies just exactly
the right amount of love, and grace
and faith for the satisfaction of the
spiritual appetite, and for the develop-
mentand growth of the child. Perhaps
| am over zealous in regard to every-
thing by grace. | do want my churches
to be firmly established in the stable,
unwavering doctrine of unconditional
election and predestination. Let us
look at this matter of this little sister
not having any breasts. If she had no
breasts, she has no nourishment for
her children. If she has no breasts |
would like to know just how long she
would have to exercise in order to
have some? If having no breasts does
not constitute perfect helplessnessin
regard to food just what would it take
to be helpless? And who preaches a
doctrine that covers, consoles and
includes this little sister? Will
conditionalism before birth help any?
Oh no, all Primitive Baptists agree
that conditionalism this early will not
do. But what about conditionalism
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after birth? Is it any good? Will it
produce milk for the babe? Will it put
breasts on this little sister? And after
putting them in place will it fill them?
Fearless of all brands of Arminianism
| would say that good (old fashioned
to the many, but highly prized by the
few) doctrine preached by the people
sneered at and called Absoluters is
the only one that will reach her case.
“‘Before she travailed, she brought
forth; before her pain came, she
was delivered of a man child.”’ |sa.
66:7. Is not that devoid of works, con-
ditions, merits or any other creature?
“Who hath heard such a thing?
Who hath seen such things? Shall
the earth be made to bring forth in
one day? or shall a nation be born
at once? for as soon as Zion
travailed, she brought forth her
children. Shall I (who, God or the
little sister?)bringto the birth, and
not cause (Who cause, God or the
little sister?) to bring forth, and
shut the womb? saith thy God.”’
Isa.66:8, 9. No doubt this little sister is
to have children (See Prov. 31:28),
and to many how sad it is to see a
woman with children and no breasts,
but we are not left in despair. “'‘Re-
Joice ye with Jerusalem, (little sis-
ter)and be glad with her, all ye that
love her:rejoice for joy with her, all
Yye that mourn for her.” Isa. 66:10.
Then the rejoicing is with and for the
little sister. Be glad that she has not
any breasts! If you, dear reader, have
been courted by the strange woman
(Prov. 7:5) and led to mourn that the
church (little sister) has not any
breasts, may God turn your mourning

into joy. Why all this? ‘That ye may
suck, and be satisfied with the
breasts of her consolations ;that ye
may milk out, and be delighted
with the abundance of her glory.”’
Isa. 66:11. | want to preach and write
Him as all of your salvation; as a
whole and complete Saviour; (Col.
2:10) as your food and drink; as your
life and light; as your strength and
health. Is that too much grace? Is that
extreme doctrine? Is that unprofitable
to the dear little children of God? |
think not! | see (and | hope to have felt)
in the gospel just what is included in
the verse above. O, how the dear little
children of God desire to such at this
place of nourishment. It satisfies, it
delights. This is the gospel of the new
covenant. “'For thus saith the Lord,
Behold, 1 will extend peace to her
(Jerusalem, church, little sister) like
a river, (notice it is God that extends
peace and that it is plentiful) and the
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing
stream:then shall ye suck, ye shall .
be borne upon her sides, and be
dandled upon herknees.”’Isa. 66:12.
Ah, how highly favored of the Lord,
her elder brother, is this little sister. A
woman without breasts is pitied and
sneered at and made fun of by other
women. So itis in the religious world.
This little sister does not have any, all
the women around her do have. They
wonder at her. They know their cause
would be helpless without them. Not
knowing the power of God they can-
not see how she can survive, so they
have been preaching her funeral for
many years. But what shall we do for
her when she is called for? This is
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clearly shown is the action of the
Jews. Peter did not think it proper to
minister to the Gentiles. He did not
know they were his little sister. He
was not willing to admit them as chil-
dren of God. Not only that but they
refused to receive the elder brother of
this little sister. They did not do any-
thing for their little sister, and put to
death the only One that did do any-
thing, but that is to the glory of God
after all that we might exalt him as our
all and in all. Thus the little sister is
well supplied with nutritious food. In
love and fellowship.

Elder W.D. Griffin

TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU
&l y dear Friend’s letter should
A l have had an earlier notice,
but | have had many engagements, on
which account | have been prevented
writing.

"It is a good thing that a man
bear the yoke in his youth’. The
bondage of the law, the curse of it felt
in the conscience, the wrath that it
works, the fear of death and of judg-
ment to come, is what most in our day
seem to escape. They know nothing
of the guilt of sin, the depravity of our
nature, nor feel their lost and perish-
ing condition. But God comes near to
judgment, (to his people while in this
world,) and appears a swift witness
against us. He arraigns us at his bar,
and our secret sins are set in the light
of his countenance, and he causes us
to possess the iniquity of our youth.
Shame and confusion of face cover
us, and guiltmakes us afraid. The caul

of our heart is rent, and we meditate
terror; the yoke of our transgressions
is bound by his hand, and, like David,
we sink into the horrible pit. The Lord
makes inquisition for blood, and his
arrows stick fast within us. Deathis to
us the king of terrors, and we look
forward with dismay to the judgment
to come. We feel nothing but wrath,
hardness of heart, enmity, stubborn-
ness, bondage, and fear.

"The law is holy", says Paul; "but
I am carnal, sold under sin." This
shows the great disparity there is be-
twixt God and us. By the law is the
knowledge of sin. It reveals to us the
concupiscence of our nature, shows
the abounding of our transgression,
and worketh wrath. This fills us with
slavish and tormenting fear. We would
fain flee out of his hand, but cannot.
Turn which way we will, everything
makes against us, and there appears
no way of escape from this stormy
wind and tempest; there is no rest for
the sole of our feet; we are dissatis-
fied with ourselves and with every-
thing about us. None appears so mis-
erable as we feel ourselves, nor can
we imagine that there are any like us -
none so vile, so corrupt; none have
thatevil working within which we find,
none feel so hard, so impenitent, stu-
pid, and dead as we. We see our state,
butcannotmournonaccountofsinas
we desire. Nothing seems to draw us,
nor does anything drive us. We have
no happiness in the world, and no
comfortin God. We hear of Christ, and
read of him in the Scriptures; but we
have no powerto come to him, and for
want of faith we cannot lay hold upon
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him. We know we have destroyed our-
selves, and that in Him alone is our
help; but whether he will show mercy,
we cannot tell. We have no doubt of
his power, but of his willingness.
“'Lord, if thou wilt’’, said the leper,
“thou canst make me clean’’. We
know that he died for sinners, but we
dare not entertain a thought that he
died for such as we. What we feel
makes us conclude that we are too
vile for the Saviour to show mercy.
Though we call upon him, we cannot
find that he hears our prayers; and
instead of getting rid of our guilt and
the load of sin we feel, every day we
appear to get worse and worse, and
often fear we shall be obliged to give
it all up; and so we should, were it not
for the power of God, which keeps us
asking, seeking, knocking, though we
seemto have no expectation, nohope,
that we shall ever obtain what we are
seeking for. We feel restless and dis-
satisfied on account of our state.
But there is a power we feel that
causes us to separate from the world
and from them that have the form of
godliness only. It is the Spirit which
giveth life; and this is its quickening
influence. We obey its voice, and fol-
low, as we are able, this power that we
feel; but whatitis we know not, nordo
we know what to make of it. We have
no light or judgment to know what it
is, nor whose we are; but are full of
confusion, always in a hurry and in
haste. When we attempt to pray the
mind is filled with a thousand things,
nor can we confess our sin or ask for

pardon as we would; and as soon as
we have tried to do sowe feelashamed,
and think, '*This is no prayer”.
Dreadful sensations seize us, and
what to do we know not; but some-
how or other, contrary to our expecta-
tion, we are kept calling and seeking.
Abraham obeyed and went out, not
knowing whither he went. This is the
case with every sensible sinner. The
blind are brought by a way which they
know not. Ask such a one where he is
going, he knows not; or what is the
matter, he cannot tell. He is dissatis-
fied, and goes on according to his
feelings, but cannot believe it is a
work of grace. He is distressed and
asks for pardon; but whether he shall
end in heaven or hell he does not
know, but fears the latter. Paul says
that Abraham set out for the land of
Canaan, and to the land of Canaan he
came. So with every one who, from a
feeling sense of his wants, seeks
Christ Jesus, the only Friend of sinners.

My friend complains, but 1 am glad
to find he bears his yoke. If he follows
on to know the Lord, in due time it
shall be destroyed because of the
anointing. Though the vision tarry,
wait for it; God will avenge his own
elect, that cry day and night unto him.
Seek the Lord, seek his face, and you
will notseekin vain. Wait upon him, be
of good courage, and he shall streng-
then your heart; wait, | say on the
Lord.

1849 J.C.
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MEETINGS

GREENSBORO
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

s per precepts and examples
Q| as set forth in the written
— word of God Greensboro
Primitive Baptist Church looked out
among themselves and recognized a
certain gift. They therefore called fora
presbytery to be formed Sunday, Au-
gust 30, 1998 at 2:00 p.m. at Dan River
Primitive Baptist Church, Mayfield,
N.C,, for the purpose of examination
of this gift, brother Herbert Edwards
and if found qualified be ordained to
the full work and service of deacon.
All Elders of our faith and order
present were invited to sit in the
presbytery and all deacons were asked
to sit together. The meeting was
opened by prayer by Elder Julian Wil-
liams, Elder Kenneth Key was elected
as moderator and Elder Cleo
Robertson to serve as clerk. Brother
Tommy Batts acting as spokesman
for the church delivered brother
Herbert Edwards to the presbytery.
The qualifications for deacon was
read as set forth in scriptures 1 Timo-
thy 3:8-13. by Elder Haywood Wray.
Elders C.B. Davis and Haywood Wray
asked no questions as it was felt
Brother Edwards had been proved to
the church. The presbytery being sat-
isfied as to the qualifications of this
candidate proceeded with the laying
on of hands and prayer was offered by
Elder Haywood Wray. The charge was

delivered to brother Edwards by Elder
Julian Williams. He was then deliv-
ered back to the church as an or-
dained deacon.

The minutes of the work of the
presbytery were read and adopted. A
copy to be placed in the church
records, a copy to be sentto the Signs
of Times for publication and a copy to
be given to Brother Herbert Edwards
along with a certificate of ordination.

Presbytery was dismissed by prayer
by Elder Haywood Wray. '

Elder Kenneth Key, Moderator
Elder Cleo Robertson, Clerk

cc: Signs of the Times
Church Records

CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR MARCH 1998

Charlie Alston, NC ...........ccevu... $2.00
Dan Anders, AL ......ccccceerrveeeennnnen. 2.00
Mrs. Carmen Abernathy, NC ...... 7.00

Mrs. Edrie Clifton, VA ................ 2.00

Mrs. Annie M. Pearson, Ml ....... 40.00
Walter G. Craft, WV .......ccccovvueeenn 2.00
Mrs. Mary Phillips, AL ................. 2.00
Mr. & Mrs. J.H. Meely, AR............ 2.00
Herbert Dodson, VA.......ccccceereeeee 2.00
James E. Fortner, TX ...cccceccvveneee 2.00
Ray L. Richardson, VA................ 2.00
Eld. & Mrs. Alpha Sears, OH ...... 2.00
Mrs. Myrtle T. Daniel, FL............. 7.00
James M. Knight, NC ................ 10.00
Mrs. Louise Stanley, NC ............. 2.00
Mrs. Dan Anders, AL .....ccccceeveuuen 2.00
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OBITUARIES

SISTER MARIA ADAMS

e are again made to bow in
humble submissionto God’s
W|II by removing abeloved sister, Maria
Adams from our midst. Our church at
Malmaison and sister churches will
miss her and that lovely alto voice.
She joined the church and was bap-
tized along with her husband, Bro.
Alpha Adams in Sept. 1983. She left
the church a very generous gift show-
ing her concern for its welfare.

We have traveled lots of pleasant
miles together. | visited her on Friday
before she passed away on Saturday.
She told me it was hard for her to
breathe and for me to do the talking.
Her niece said a few minutes before
her death she said she wanted to go
home. Ann told her she wasn’table to.
Sis. Mariareplied, ’'m nottalking about
my natural home.

Sis. Adams was born Sept. 23, 1917
in Pittsylvania County, Va., where most
of her life was spent and where she
taught school for about 30 years. A
daughter of George Thomas
Richardson and Ellen Williams
Richardson. She passed away April 4,
1998.

Survivors include a brother John J.
Richardson of Keeling, 4 nieces,and 2
nephews. Funeral services were held
atWrenn-Yeatts North Main Chapel by
Elders Julian Williams, (her pastor)

and C.B. Davis, Jr.and Raymond Goad.
Interment was in Highland Burial Park
in Danville, Va.

We believe she is resting in the para-
dise of God and will awake in His
likeness to be forever satisfied.

lloved her for Christ’'s Sake, | hope

Peggy Wells

- MAMIE ORA BARTON

B 54| Y mother was born on Febru-

BAY4 Bl ary 11, 1909, the daughter of
William Richard Turner and Emma
Violet Houchins Wright Turner. She
was the fourth childina famlly ofelght
children.

She grew up in a kind and loving
family. Her parents provided "for the
ministers and folks that would come
for associations that lived a good dis-
tance away. Many stayed there nights
after the meetings at County Line
Church. o

She married my Dad, Clarence
Barton on December 25, 1931. They
joined Riverview Primitive Baptist
Church on September 24, 1966. They
were baptized on Sept. 25, 1966.

She died on March 5, 1998. She was
preceded in death by my Dad in 1990,
and a grandson in 1994. Her funeral
was conducted at Collins Funeral
Home Chapel by Elders Larry
Hollandsworth, Lane Carter and her
Pastor Elder Carl Terry. '

She was survived by one sister,
Dovie Nolen, one daughter Peggy
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Bullins, one grandson, Gary Bullins,
and three Great Granddaughters,
Kelly, Minda, and Michaela Bullins.
Also nieces and nephews.

Intermentwasin CountyLine Church
Cemetery.

One of her favorite songs was “Re-
joice THE LORD IS KING”, and | re-
joice that my mother and dad loved
the church and lived a simple but
dedicated life to the Lord. | was most
blessed to have parents like these.

Written by: Peggy Bullins
Submitted by: Elder Carl Terry

ST. MATTHEW 6:19-23.

Lay not up for yourselves trea-
sures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal:

But lay up for yourselves trea-
sures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break
through nor steal:

For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

The light of the body is the
eye: if therefore thine ‘eye be
single, thy whole body shall be
full of light.

But if thine eye be evil, thy
whole body shall be full of dark-
ness. If therefore the light that
isinthee be darkness, how great
is that darkness!

FLORENCE ALSTON GIBSON

ur beloved sister in the Lord,

| Florence Alston Gibson, of
LakeJackson Georgia, passed peace-
fully from this world of tears and sor-
row on September 6, 1996 in an At-
lanta, Georgia hospital. Until the last
year of her life she had been blessed
with unusually good health and vigor.

Sister Gibson was born in Webster
County, Georgia, near Preston, on
April 17, 1902. She was the daughter
of Nathaniel Charles and Kate Norris
Alston. Her great-grandfather was El-
der Benjamin Lloyd, compiler of the
Lioyd’s Hymnal, which is still in use
among many of our Primitive and Old
School Baptist churches.

When sister Gibson was 16 years
old her parents moved to Newton
County, Georgia to be near a Primitive
Baptist church--Harris Spring Church
which was a few miles South of Social
Circle, Walton County, Georgia. The
Lord led her to meet Ernest W. Gibson
there in Newton County. They were
united in marriage in 1924, and their
union continued for 66 years until the
death of her husband, Ernest, in 1990.

Sister Gibson is survived by two
children: a son, Norman Douglas
Gibson, and a daughter, Katie Gibson
Kilby. Four grandsons and 7 great-
grandchildren also survive.

In 1942 sister Gibson united with
East Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church,
served by Elder H. O. Nash. She was
thereupon baptized by Elder Tom Huff.
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Hermother, Kate Alston, and herbroth-
ers, Norris Dan Alston and A. Douglas
Alston were also members of the Primi-
tive Baptist Church until their deaths.

Sister Gibson was received by con-
fession of faith atNew Harmony Primi-
tive Baptist Church near Hiram, Geor-
gia, in January, 1958 along with about
eleven others. In the late 1970's she
united with Dan River Primitive Bap-

tist Church at Ruffin, North Carolina,

served at the time by Elder David
Spangler. With her daughter Katie,
she remained a member there until
the Lord called her home to rest.

The following Scriptures were found
written out among Sister Gibson’s
notes: “The Lord of hosts hath sworn,
saying, Surely as | have thought, so
shall it come to pass; and as | have
purposed, so shall it stand (Isaiah
14.24).” “Remember the formerthings
of old: for | am God, and there is none
else; | am God, and there is none like
me, Declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancienttimes the things
thatare notyetdone, saying, My coun-
sel shall stand, and 1 will do all my
pleasure (Isaiah 46.9,10).” “Let every
soul be subject unto the higher pow-
ers. For there is no power but of God:
the powers that be are ordained of
God(Romans 13.1).” Belowthe verses
she wrote: “Oldo love these absolute
scriptures --the Bible is filled with
them.” The underscoring was hers.

Following is a note from her daugh-
ter, Katie, briefly commenting on “Mom”
as most referred to sister Gibson:

“My mother had two loves in her life -
her family and her faith. All families
have weaknesses, but her compas-
sion and devotion will be a lasting
influence on all of us. The guiding
force in her life was her reverence to
God and her prayer that she be sub-
missive to His sovereign, omnipotent
will. Even as she lay dying and saw the
tears in my eyes and my desolation,
shesaid ‘The Lord will provide’. These
words she said to comfort me. | still
seek comfort, for daily | grieve in the
flesh for my mother-we know too late
what we have lost.”

Elder Kenneth R. Key, her pastor,
officiated at the funeral service. Her
body was laid to rest in the Gibson
family cemetery beside her husband
and parents, there to await the resur-
rection.

The earthly loss to family, friends
and church brethren is a sore trial.
Ourhearts areyet heavy, butourhearts
also cry out, Thy will be done dear
Lord.

Submitted atthe request of the family.

Elder James F. Poole

ST. MATTHEW 6:6.

But thou, when thou prayest,
enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to
thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly.
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God’s Creation

Man cannot make a mountain
And cannot make a tree
Nor can he make a river
Flowing gracefully to the sea.

He cannot make a bird

That sings so sweet and gay,
And cannot change the difference
That turns the night to day.

He cannot save a sinful soul
Nor know God’s mysteries
Still untold.

Man would take the credit
If only he could,

For all that God has done
Since this world had stood.

Jesus walked the hill to Calvary
With the burdens of man’s sins
And paid the price for each of His
To him that did repent.

When he lays His hand on sinful
man

And turns him around,

Hell bow his head and tears will

flow
And knees bow to the ground.

The time is drawing near

When our Christ will come again.
To call his children born home with
him

To forever with him reign.

By Sister Jean Gurkins
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EDITORIAL

LEPROSY

eprosy,asa
natural dis-
ease in man, is in its
self not sin, butin the
Scriptures it is used
as a figure of sin. In
Leviticus 13:44-46 we
are told that this is a plague in the
head of the leprous man, and under
the law his clothes shall be rent, his
head bare, he shall cover his lips and
cry, Unclean, unclean. All the days
wherein the plague shall be in him he
shall be defiled. This last statement
indicates thatthe plague shall at some-

ELDER C.C. WILBANKS

time be cleansed. This was done by
the priest ceremonially, and only cer-
emonially, and the leper was permit-
ted to again live among the people
fromwhom he had been separated for
a time. Is this not accomplished by
the shed blood of our High Priest
Jesus, by the washing of regenera-
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost:
which God shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour? A
leper came to Jesus and worshipped
him, saying, “Lord, ifthouwilt, thou
canst make me clean. And Jesus
put forth his hand and touched
him, saying, I will; be thou clean.
And immediately the leprosy was
cleansed.” That leper called Jesus
“Lord,” and Paul tells us that no man
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by
the Holy Ghost. Surely that leper was
a child of grace.

I am leprous, as white as snow, as
was Miriam when she became lep-
rous. Numbers 12:10. | am as David
said, Ps.51:5, “"Behold, Iwas shapen
in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.” | came forth
from the womb speaking lies. | now
desire to always speak the truth, yet |
find that | do not. My tongue is as
James said, James 3:5,6, “Even so
the tongue is a little member, and
boasteth great things. Behold, how
great a matter a little fire kindleth.
And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity: so is the tongue among
our members, that it defileth the
whole body and setteth on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on
fire of hell.” O how often have |
spoken things | immediately or later
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regretted. This has caused me to of-
ten pray for forgiveness. Jesus told
his disciples, Mark 7:20-23, “That
which cometh out of the mouth of
man, that defileth the man. For
from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adul-
teries, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all
these things come fromwithin,and
defiletheman.”| am greatly ashamed
of it, but | am guilty of all, and | believe
all people are. These are all against
the law, and James said, “For who-
soever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is
quilty of all.” James 2:10. In Jer.
17:9 we read, “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?” John
said, “Ifwe say thatwe have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. Ifwe saywe have
not sinned, we make him aliar, and
his word is notinus.” 1Jn.1:9,10.
In verses 5 thru 7 John declared that
God is light, in whom is no darkness,
and if we walk not in darkness, but in
the light we have fellowship one with
another,; and the blood of Jesus Christ
his soncleansethusfromall sin. Jesus
shed his blood upon Calvary for us.
As our High Priest he offered himself
a sacrifice for our sins, and by “this
one offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.”
Heb.10:14.

Leprosy, or sin, is a disease that
works from the inside outward. It may
spread slowly orfast, butit eventually
permeates the whole body. It may not
be seen by other people nor the one it
is in until it rises to the surface. The
leper is the first to discover its pres-
ence; and it is revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit. This revelation is not to
the natural man, for he receives not
the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned. For one to be spiri-
tual he must have life, for life must
always precede any action. He must
be born again, not of blood, not of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God: forin the flesh we are dead
in trespasses and sins.

Whenitpleases God to discover our
sins to us by his Spirit it may be
suddenly or gradually, each in his
own time, but it always produces the
desired results of our Maker. In the
beginning we may or may not be
greatly impressed or alarmed, for we
cannot truly see ourselves as totally
lost, undone sinners: but eventually
we will be made to see ourselves ex-
actly as we are. If your experience is
like unto mine, you began to search
the Scriptures for something to justify
yourself. You turn to the Bible and the
law, but in this you found that no man
is justified by the law in the sight of
God. You found there is no mercy or
forgivenessin thelaw; thatit demands
complete obedience, but gives noth-
ing. You are given to see that nothing
but the grace of God can save you
from your sins. You may feel that it is
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sinful to even take the name of the
Lord upon your lips, yet you begin to
pray, “Lord, save me or I perish.”
Your prayers may go forth many times,
yet you receive no answer. You reach
the end of your strength and hope,
and are ready to give up in despair.
You are made to feel that you are so
sinful that God could not be just and
holy in forgiving you, therefore you
shall be justly condemned to hell.
Then, only then, are your prayers an-
swered. Your sins roll away as a black
cloud, and the love of God fills your
heart, for his abundant and free grace
has been bestowed upon you. This
may be suddenly, or gradually as it
was with me, but you are given to see
that Jesus Christ has already paid the
penalty and redeemed you from the
curse of the law. The love of God
shines in yourheart and anewsongis
put in your mouth, even praises unto
His Holy Name. The load of sin that
hasburdened youto the breaking point
is now gone and you feel that you will
never have this burden again. But,
alas, it is not so. Satan comes to you
and tells you that you have been de-
ceived, that you have only imagined
these things. Doubts and fears beset
youforatime, butthey are subdued by
faith in God, which is the gift of God:
"For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourself: it is
the gift of God.” | believe that we are
saved by faith many times from errors
and the wiles of the devil.

After that we feel that our sins have
been washed away it is our desire to
live holy and sin free before the Lord,
but that is not to be, for we are still

dwelling in the flesh which has not
been changed in the least. There are
now two men living in our one body.
Paul describes them as the “old man”
and the “new man.” The old man is of
the earth, earthy, and the new man is
of the Lord from heaven. The old man
is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts, and the new man is created in
righteousness and true holiness.
These two men, or principals, are con-
tinually at war, “for the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh: and these are
conirary the one to the other: so
that ye cannot do the things that ye
would.” We know that the law is
spiritual,(the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus which has made us free
from the law of sin and death), but yet
we are carnal, sold under sin. We
delight in the law of God after the
inward man, but in the members of
our flesh there is another law that
brings us into captivity to the law of
sin; and we cry, as did Paul, "O
wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this
death?" And he answers, “I thank
God through Jesus Christour Lord.
So then with the mind I serve the
law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin.” Paul also said, “For to
be carnally minded is death;but to
be spiritually minded is life and
peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither
can be. So then they that are in the
flesh cannot please God. But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in
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you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
And if Christ be in you, the body is
dead because of sin; but the Spirit
is life because of righteousness.”

Beloved brethren, if Christ dwells in
us, “The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God.” Therefore let us
not walk after the flesh, but after the
Spirit, for “There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Submitted in love for your prayerful
consideration.

Eld. C.C. Wilbanks

ARTICLES

TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH

“REJOICE EVERMORE”
1 Th. 5:16

he apostle’s exhortationis ad-
dressed to the children oflight,
that is, to the elect family of Zion, who
are advised to be watchful and sober
for the day of the Lord cometh as a
thief in the night. Though the saints of
God are promised trials and tribula-
tions in their earthly journey there shall
be times and seasons "evermore" for
them to rejoicein the revealed “salva-
tion by our Lord Jesus Christ”, v 9.
How shall the child of God rejoice?
Oh, isit notby sincere praise unto God
swelling up from the depths of the

heartforthe saints are as lively stones,
1 Pet. 2 5, built up as a spiritual house
“to offer up spiritual sacrifices” ,
praise and thanksgiving, v 17 and 18.
“This is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you”. Following
spiritual baptism with fire and the Holy
Ghost, Luke 3"16 & Acts 1:5, there are
times and seasons “everlasting” for
prayer with confession, for thankful-
ness, or judgement, for repentance,
for worship with songs of praise to
God, for searching the scriptures, for
fellowship and witnessing with believ-
ers, etc. “To everything there is a
season and a time to every purpose
under the heavens”, Eccl. 3:1. The
psalmistdeclares “Thisis thedaywhich
the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and
be glad in it”, Ps. 118:24. But on the
other hand the ancient Preacher, Eccl
7:4, has written: “The heart of the
wise is in the house of mourning;
but the heart of fools is in the house
of mirth”’. Dear reader, | believe we
must distinguish spiritual rejoicing
from mirth or gaiety with laughter, for
repentant sinners often rejoice when
tears are flowing.

What else does the scriptures re-
veal concerning this exhortation, “Re-
joice evermore”? In what do the chil-
dren of light rejoice? Surely, they re-

joiceinthe promises of God andin the
works of the Lord, Jesus, foronly heis

excellent, Ps. 148:13, and deserving of
their everlasting praise. Theyrejoicein
reading the Bible with revealed under-
standingand alsoin hearingand know-
ing the “Joyful sound” of truth rightly
divided in the name of the Lord, “they
rejoice alltheday”,Ps.89:15-16. The
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children of light rejoice in the manifes-
tation of God’s love and mercy. They
rejoicein God’s attributes and his gifts
of faith, strength, knowledge and wis-
dom. They rejoice in each other and
the testimony of witnesses of God'’s
grace. They rejoice in observing the
fulfillment of prophecy which supports
their understanding and faith in the
immutability of God and his promises.
Soyou see dearbeloved reader, | can-
not comprehend all of the reasons or
events thatbring rejoicing forHis bless-
ings arein great abundance. His prom-
ises are certain! If all that the Lord has
done should be written in books the
earth could not contain them, John
21:25. “Praise ye the Lord”.

Oh, shall my soul rejoice that the
eternal covenant of grace consumated
by and between the Father, Son (or
Word), and Holy Ghost before time
beganis nowrevealedin the last days
to the children of light in and through
the testimony and gospel of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, “that your
Joy may be full”’, 1 John1:1-4 and Ps.
90:1-2? The Lord answered Job out of
the whirlwind, ch. 38: 4-7, and asked:
“wherewastthou......... Whenthe morn-
ing stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for Joy?” In The
Revelation, ch 22:16, we find that “I
Jesus have sent mine angel to testify
untoyouthese thingsinthe churches.
I am the root and offspring of David,
and the bright and morning star.” The
salvation of the children of light to
enjoy eternal life and joy is obtained

by the grace of election which was
ordained before time began in the
covenanted works of the Divine Trin-
ity, Rom 11: 7. Dear reader, we should
note that all the sons of God shouted-
not merely some uncertain number of
sons! All the sons of God heard that
marvelous song of the Divine Trinity
and beganto “Rejoice evermore”. The
children of light have assurance that
“there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost, and these three are one.
And there are three that bear witness
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and
the blood; and these three agree in
one,”, 1 John 5: 6-8.

Whenitpleases God, children of light
will be gathered out of greattribulation
to stand and live eternally- before the
throne of God, Rev. 7: 9, where they
will then sing the glorious songs of
Moses and of the Lamb in praise to his
Holy Name and “Rejoice evermore”,
Rev 15: 3.

In loving kindness, pray for me.

Eugene F. Osborne, Sr.
Westminster, Md. 21153-3540
09/25/98

(To be continued, God willing)

PSALM 100:4-5.

Enter into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with
praise: be thankful unto him, and
bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his truth endureth
to all generations.
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VOICES OF THE PAST

— Experience of —
Elder J.P. Helms

Written in answer to our second
question, What Primitive Baptists
ought to believe. — Ed.

ear Brother Berry: | believe the
@ ® 2| thingsldo, notbecause | willed
it so, not because | was brought up in
a Primitive Baptist home, and was
taken to their services from baby-
hood. As | grew up, | respected them
for their simplicity and honesty, but |
verily believed they were wrong. | be-
lieved in the free will of the creature,
and was in full accord with the doc-
trine that a man carved out his own
destiny, and that Primitive Baptists
would soon disappear from the face
of the earth. As | read the Bible, | was
more established in this way. Imarked
out my life, and of all of the things |
would not do, | would never belong to
the Primitive Baptist Church; for this
was the church of the poor, and was
too far behind the times or me. | did
not attend a Sunday School for two
reasons. First of all, | was equal to any
that did go, and much better than
many of them. Second. | did not want
to hurt my parents. I fully expected,
and was determined to "get up” in the
world, get all the education | could,
and then acquire enough of this
world’s goods to be secure — and
then get right with God. This, to me,
was a simple enough matter. All that
was necessary was to joinany church,

but the Old Baptists, and then it was
up to God to accept me, or He would
be unjust. Then, if | would be particu-
lar and not fall, | would in the end, get
to heaven. Was | the biggest fool that
ever lived on earth? | would not argue
this question.

So | lived, so | believed until | was
seventeen years old. | was not dis-
turbed; God is my witness, but as | lay
insleep. |saw the day of judgment, and
inthe eastwas alight, andinit,aBeing
who spoke and the graves gave up
their dead. | stood amazed, for some
were sheep and some were goats, and
I was a goat. There was a smile on the
face of this Being for some were sheep,
and some were goats and | was in
tears, and in fear. | saw that | was lost,
for all | ever did, said or thought came
up before me, and | promised prayer-
fully, and felt | was able to live a better
life, and could, by so doing, please
God. In other words, 1 could change
myself from a goat to a sheep. | was
very particular for some time, and was
well pleased with my efforts. | was
making progress, but all at once, my
promises were broken, my good inten-
tions gone. | had done worse than
ever, making prayerful promises,
seemed to help some, but all | wanted
was another chance, and | could be a
better man. Needless to say, | failed
again and again, and | know | grew
worse and worse. Still in all the years
of my early life | was sure of one thing,
that | would not be an Old Baptist.

These promises continued until my
thirty-third year. | came to the end of
promises. It came as part of me that |
could notkeep one promise, and there
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was only one thing that couldreachmy
case. That was the mercy of Jesus. In
all of this, | read my Bible, and finally
every time |l pickedit up, | found some-
thing that condemned me. Ifinally saw
clearly that | was lost. | had sinned
away the day of grace, for | was not
only alostsinner; | was ablasphemer,
and there was noforgivenessformein
this world orthe world to come. lwould
plead my cause no more; no more
prayer, no more promises. Butin spite
of all this determination, my cry by day
and by night was for mercy. | decided
that the end of life was near and that
hell was my portion. Again, God is my
witness, Iconfessed the justice of God
in all things. | saw that God had deter-
mined the destiny of all men in eter-
nity, and | knew that it was right and
righteous, and that Jesus came a Sav-
ior and saved His people from their
sins with an everlasting salvation. But
I am lost, | am a goat, was my cry.
Now | come to the year of 1914, and
aday well marked in my life. As | lay on
the floor at my home to die, as | be-
lieved.lwentinthe cabinfromthefield
late in the day as the sun set, perfectly
reconciled to die and meet my doom.
Everything was covered with gloom,
and there, while prostrate, | heard a
voice speak: “l created heaven and
earth, andlamyour Savior.” | say there
was power in those words, there was
life in those words. | was lifted to my
feet, and | went out of the house, and
Lo, everything had put on a new ap-
pearance. | know that it is unusual for
birds to sing at sunset, but there were
some there thatevening, and they were
singing. Then| started to the kitchen to

tell my wife what had come to me, and
then | heard this: Better not do this -
you may be deceived. So | did not go.
Then | cried, Lord, if | am deceived,
undeceive me. On the third day follow-
ing I had come to the place to say that
I was deceived, that | was losing my
mind, but all the time, crying and beg-
ging.  was alone in the highway near
my home when something seemed to
say. Wait. Of course, I stopped. | heard
singing. It was coming from the east,
and as it came closer and closer, |
could hear the words of the song. It
was, “How Firm a Foundation.” The
singing came to me, and then in me. At
the words, “Fear not, | am with thee” |
joined in the song. | suppose men
would have said | was crazy. Butl was
so convinced then that | said, | will
never doubt any more. But | did, and
still do. The Old Baptists seemed dif-
ferentto me. Theirdoctrine was notso
bad after all. But being a member of
them or any other church was not in
my mind.

Soonaburden came onme, “Yougo
tell My people.” | said, no as deter-
minedly as anything of my life. Then |
began to question, Who Are Your
People. Some | knew living, and some
who were dead; many | did not know,
but all were dressedin white, and lwas
given to know that they were all Old
Baptists, and | loved them. The same
voice said, “These are My people.” To
this day, Ibelieve Iknowwhere the true
churchis. lknow where His witnesses
are. But at this time | decided | would
never unite with the Church. | would
not preach. | knew nothing; it would
interfere with my life; | could not make
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aliving and preach and I would not. So
| went for a few months. One Sunday
afternoon. | went to my father’s home.
There were several Elders and mem-
bers there on the porch. | remember
placing my foot on a stone, and my
mind was taken from me literally. How
much time elapsed | cannot tell. What
| said, | cannot tell. The thing | heard
thatbrought me tomy senses were the
words of my grandfather: “l move we
receive him in the Church.” At that
time | was giad and thankful that they
could receive such as |, but before |
reached home, | vowed | would not
preach, and poorfool!lfinally decided
| would die before | would even let
anyone know anything about this mat-
ter, and | emphatically denied to- the
deacons and pastor that | was bur-
dened to preach. But affliction camein
my home, to my children, and | prom-
ised that if the Lord would spare the
child | would go. This child was re-
stored to health. Thenlrebelled again.
Then another of the children was
touched, and againlwas compelled to
beg for mercy again, and to promise,
and again the Lord heard me. Then it
was different, | said, | will go, but Lord
show me, lead me, instruct me. | don’t
know anything! | don’t know anything
aboutthe doctrine. Soon afterward the
deacons and pastor called me to the
stand and there lwas in the place | had
declared | would never be! There lwas
amember ofthe Churchlhad declared
| would never join, and there | am to
this day, andlcan say, “Thatlreceived
itnot of man, neither was I taughtit, but

by therevelation of Jesus Christ.” This
is the cause of my belief, and | can
assure you and all that | am set in this,
if this is what Primitive Baptists be-
lieve, | am one of you. | know I tried to
believe something else. | tried to be
something else, and | tried to keep
from preaching, and I failed in it all.
What little | know of doctrine or order,
Ihave experiencedit.Inno sense would
I detractfromthe Bible, or the study of
it;inno sense wouldlsay thatachurch
can live without gospel practice. But
administer all you can unto me, in one
dose, orin broken doses, of “You can
if you will,” and it will not affect me.
Havellearned of Jesus? Havel Christ,
then |l have all. For He is the teacher of
His children, and He does all things for
them. Some of the things that | have
written have never been written of me
before, a poor hint at best, poorly ex-
pressed, but | am not ashamed to tell
all what | believe. | may be mistakenin
the whole matter, but | say not to all,
this is what Primitive Baptists oughtto
believe, and stand forin practice. Yes,
therevelation of Jesus Christ,towhom
be glory and honor forever and ever.
Amen.
Your brother,
Elder J.P. Helms
Vinton, Va

We appreciate the two articles by
ElderHelms. Wefeel especially glad he
was stirred to write parts of his experi-
ence he has never penned before. —
Ed.
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CIRCULARLETTER

To the Upper Country Line Primitive
Baptist Association, convened with
the Church at Monticello, and the vari-
ous associations and churches with
whom we correspond, greetings in
the Lord:

&l t is through the mercies of a
covenantkeeping God thatwe
are blessed to meet, face to face, with
each other again.

As we review the past year, we are
reminded that the Scriptures are be-
ing fulfilled before our eyes. We read
of wars, and hear rumors of war, dis-
tress of nations, confusion of men in
every walk of life. The signs of the
times indicate that the day looked
forward to by the saints in all ages is
rapidly approaching. God’s word tells
us to lift up our head, for our redemp-
tion is drawing nigh. Time and space
prevent entering into this subject, but
every indication is that the day is
rapidly approaching when the Lord of
glory will come to take His people
home.

While looking at our Minute of our
last assoiciation, (this is Friday be-
fore our meeting convened) | noticed
that | was appointed last year to write
this Circular Letter. Suddenly | felt
very helpless, and the scripture re-
cordedin Matthew 15:25 came to mind.
“Lord, help me.”

The help needed was not to write
something that might interest the car-
nal mind, or dwell upon some histori-
cal subject, but help to write some-
thing to the glory of God, and the

comfort and consolation of His dear
people. '

The scripture quotedrefers to apoor
woman approaching Jesus, with the
problem of a daughter grievously
vexed with a devil. This woman was a
Gentile from Canaan, a place where
the apostles had been forbidden to
preach the gospel, as Jesus had for-
bidden them to go among the Gen-
tiles, or any city of the Samaritans, but
rather to go to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

This poor woman had no legal
ground of approach to Jesus, as she
was an outcast, as far as the covenant
of promise was concerned. She was
without God, and without hope in the
world, and could not plead that she
was a daughter of Abraham. Yet God
provides a way for every one who
approaches Him, and their coming
unto Himis because a God-given faith
has provided that she come. He that
cometh to God must believe that He
is, and is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.

Though Jesus did not immediately
answer the woman, she continued to
plead for help by approaching Jesus,
through pleading her cause to the
disciples, showing that a needy sin-
ner continues to plead to God for help,
though he sees no avenue of hope.
Jacob wrestles with a man all night,
and refuses to turn him loose until he
receives a blessing, and though the
sinner may be repulsed by the Lord,
he continues to plead for help, know-
ing within himself, he has no ground
to plead for help. It appears that the
disciples were wearied with the
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woman’s pleading for help, but Jesus
is never wearied by the cries for help
from a needy sinner.

Jesus repulses the pleader by tell-
ing her it was not meet to take the
children’s bread, and give it to dogs,
(having reference to the Gentiles who
were not esteemed in any sense by
the Jews), but she continues to cry.
The withholding of an answer to heris
only the trial of her faith, and the
testing of her sincerity, but she con-
tinues to ask for help.

She now ceases to call Him the Son
of David. Her faith brings Him clearer
to view, not only as the Son of David,
but as her Lord and Master. She now
worships Him as her Lord, and, we
hear the cry, “Lord help me.” She
does not resent being repulsed, and
acknowledges she has no right to
expect ablessing, butshows thateven
a crumb, falling from the Master’s
table, finds a place in her heart.

The crying to God for help has been
the mark of grace given to sinners in
every generation. It is the manifesta-
tion of life, but acknowledges that
they are unable of themselves to ac-
complish that which they need, and
even among the taught of God we
hear the cry, "Lord, | believe, help
Thou my unbelief."

Paul cries out, O wretehed man
that I am, who shall deliver me
from this body of death, and again
testifying that the will is present,
but how to perform that which he
would he found not. This cry for
help signifies that one needs the
strength that only God can give.”

Peter, as he begins to sink beneath
the waves, cries, “Lord, save me.”
Here he learns how weak he is, but he
also learns something of the love and
power that would notlet himsink. The
dear children of God have learned
many, many times while sinking down,
who the Deliverer is, and when they
are weak, then are they strong. After
such evidences of His all abounding
grace, they ean exclaim, My help
cometh from the Lord, who made
Heaven and earth.”

While we sojourn here we will hear
from the ministry the cry, Lord, help
me, (give me a blessing) to feed the
flock of God, over which the Holy
Ghosthas made me an overseer, tobe
an ensample to the flock, to walk hum-
bly before God and my brethren, and
also to be bold as a lion in defense of
God'’s precious truth, to be wise as a
serpent, and harmless as a dove, and
no greater blessing can come to one
than to join with Paul in saying, “Hav-
ing obtained help of God, | continue
unto this day, witnessing both to small
and great, saying none other things
than those which the prophets and
Moses did say should come.”

The deacon will say, Lord, help me
to live as an honor to the office, and to
fill the office of a deacon well, and to
purchase a good degree and great
boldness in the faith.

The clerk, and laity in general will
cry for help, that they may be blest to
adorn their profession with orderly
walks and a godly conversation. Help
me to live as becometh those who
profess the name of Christ.
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And all will join with the poet in
saying, “Help of the helpless, O
abide with me.”

— Wiritten by Elder D. V. Spangler

EXPERIENCE

1741 Davis, R. D. Rt. 1,
Maineville, Ohio 45039

Dear Editors of the Signs:

or some reason | have a mind
: to write some of the things |
have experienced; and these things
are thereason for my hopein God. As
far back as | can remember, | believed
there was a God; but it was from a
natural standpoint | believed it.

When | was a small boy | was sore
afraid of stormy winds. We lived be-
tween two mountains in alittle valley.
When the cold March winds started
blowing, and the mountains to roar, it
seemed like the end of the world to
me. The old log house would tremble,
and | would fay on my face and try to
beg God to stop the wind from blow-
ing. | had a childish belief that He
controlled the winds. Years later | be-
lieve He revealed to me that he not
only controlled the winds, but that He
controlled all things.

When | grew up, | was very wicked,
and bad to curse and use bad lan-
guage. My father would rebuke me,
and say, Son, if you die in that condi-
tion you will go to hell.” It would make
me feel a little afraid, but soon | would
forget what he said. | thought that
because | was young, | would put off
being saved until | got old. | thought

that then | got ready | would just ask
God to save one, and He would do it.
Ibelieve this is what all unregenerated
people believe,

But one night | dreamed | was in a
strange land, and one of my buddies
and | were traveling together; and |
heard a singing in the sky which had
the tone of an organ. | looked up and
there was a host of angels over me.
The first thought | had was that the
end of time was at hand; and the
second thought | had was there has
nothing been done for me, and | am in
my sins. In my dream | fell on my
knees and began to try to beg God to
forgive me and save me. Whenlawoke
my pleading continued. | began to feel
my weakness and helplessness. | was
a coal miner and had to walk about
four miles to my work: and | would
wait until all the miners were past my
home before | would start, so | could
beg God along the way to be merciful
and save me from my sins. But it
seemed my condition got worse, and
this continued almost two years. My
father said to my wife, what has come
over Garrett, he has quit swearing.”
And one day in the mines, one of the
men said to me. “Garrett, what church
do you belong to?” | remember well
how it made me feel, and the answer |
gave: “Lord have mercy, | don’t be-
long to any church, for | am not wor-
thy.” And he replied that he thought |
did because | did not curse and carry
on like | once did.

That day something happened to me,
and | have wondered what it was ever
since. | did not hear a voice, but | felt
somethinginmy inward parts: the feel-
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ingwas, You areregenerated and born
again. If this was not an experience of
God’s saving grace, | will have to wait
for one, or die and depart this life
withoutone.In1954found apeopleat
Union Primitive Baptist Church who
preached the doctrine | believed. | of-
fered myself, and they received me. |
have wondered many times, Howcould
such a wonderful people at Sharps
Chapel, Tenn., receive an unworthy
sinner like me.

This is part of my experience. | hope
it was the work of God. | feel that no
man can tell all of his experience. The
things | have experiences of are the
reason of my hope; and this hope is
the reason | am a Primitive Baptist. |
wrote an article which was in the Signs
of the Times, in which | said that no
preacher was the cause of people be-
ing saved. | did not say this to offend
anyone, and do not apologize for it;
butlreceived aletter disagreeing with
what | said about the preacher. If the
experience | have written in this letter
is of God, | want to affirm thatit was not
through the preached word of gospel,
but it was the direct work of the Spirit
of God in my heart, and not through a
preacher. Butmy correspondentwrote
that it is by the preached gospel that
men are saved. Thegospelis the power
of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth. | want to note that it did not
say, To every one that will believe it. It
is to the believer always. In John’s
writing it is said, “. . . He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him that
sentme, hath everlastinglife, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is

passed from death unto life.” (John 5:
24) :

Dear reader, | want you to note the
above quotation: that the believer has
already passed from death unto life—
hedid notbelieve inorderto passfrom
death unto life. He that believeth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God: it
does not say that he will be born of
God afterhe believes. It says again that
he thatbelieveththat Jesusis the Christ
has the witness in himself. | want to
affirm again that the gospel is to the
child of God who has been made alive
in Christ. The gospelistothebeliever—

not to the unbeliever. If the gospel is
used as a means to save people, |
would like for someone to tell me how
the deafand dumb, oridiots are saved.
The Bible tells us of but one way that
God saves his people, and that is by
his saving grace.

My brethren, in my experience I tried
to save apoorhelpless sinner,aworm
of the dust; and | utterly failed. But
God looked down in the time of need,
when there was none else to help; and
he said that his own arm, (notice he
said it was his arm) brought salvation
to me. Precious friends, the doctrine
thatthe Old Baptists preach stands as
firmas heavenitself, becauseitis from
heaven. Their doctrine is hated and
denied from modern pulpits. Many
claim they are doing a job that my
blessed Saviour did when he was dy-
ing andbleeding on the cross; and that
job was to save his people. When he
said “It is finished,” they were saved,
and all the ordained powers of this
world cannot change it. God ordained
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it before the world was for it is to be
this way—and thatis the wayitstands.

In closing I will say thatiwas injured
in July, 1967, and had two discs re-
moved from my back, and | have been
to my home church at Sharps Chapel,
Tenn., only one time this year, forl am
able to travel but little. Elder John
Wilder is our pastor, and is an able
man in the doctrine; we have also
Elder Adra Davis, who is also able. |
want to see all the brethren and the
neighbors who come out to hear the
preaching. | feel that there are many of
God’s people who have not joined the
church, who come to hear the preach-
ing. We know that God adds to the
church daily such as shall be saved.

Since | have been housed in for
more than a year, | would appreciate
hearing from any who believe this
doctrine. Dear Editors, if you feel this
is suitable for publication, you may
use it. If it is not of God, it is worth
nothing. Remember me in your
prayers. May God bless Zion, is my
humble prayer.

Your brother in hope,
Garrett Wilson

THE SAVIOR AND THE SALVATION

BROTHER and a sister have
desired us to give our views
on 1 Tim. ii. 4-6, "Who will have all
mento be saved, and to cometo the
knowledge of the truth. For thereis
one God,and one Mediator betiveen
God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
who gave himself for all, to be tes-
tified in due time.”

At the call of our brethren at sundry
times since we have been publishing
our paperwe have given suchviews as
we have on this portion of the word;
still, as we desire to be the servant of
the saints, we will not withhold from
others who may desire itafree expres-
sion of our understanding of the Scrip-
tures. We will offer for their consider-
ation some remarks on this text, and
leave them to decide by the divine
standard whetherwe be right orwrong.

In the connection the apostle ex-
horts that prayer and supplications
andintercessions be madeforall men;
and having so exhorted that the saint
should be so engaged in prayer and
supplication andintercession, he pro-
ceeds to define the particular sensein
whichhe had used the words “all men”
in his exhortation, and then gives his
reasons for so exhorting his brethren.
The sense in which he used the words
all men in the exhortation he explains
thus, “For kings, and for all that are in
authority.” As Jews orisraelitesunder
the former covenant they acknowl-
edged no kings over them but such as
were of the circumcision, and duly
anointed according to the ceremonial
law; nor did they allow that any others
of the human family were subjects of
salvation in the will of God, than those
who were recognized in the covenant
of works. But now the middle wall of
partition between Jews and Gentiles
was broken down, the gospel was
preached, and the gospel church was
organized among the Gentiles; con-
sequently the saints had to do with the
governments of the different nations
of the world; that is, so far as their
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citizenship of the world was con-
cerned. They were to obey those who
had the rule over them. To render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things which are God’s.
That is, as citizens of the world they
were to be subject to the laws of the
land where their lot was cast; obeying
the institutions of man, for the Lord’s
sake, in all matters which did not con-
flictwith their obligations to their God.
The principle was distinctly understood
and settled by the apostles that in
matters of conscience no human leg-
islature had the right to dictate. Every
man’s religion was a matter between
himself and his God, and he is held
accountable for his actions to his God
alone; and in the things of religion, as
of the things which belong to God,
they were to obey God rather than
men, even though it might subject them
to cruel persecution, reproach or death.

But on no account were they, as
subjects of the Redeemer’s kingdom,
to lay down the rules for the govern-
ment of the nations among whom they
were sojourning as strangers and pil-
grims; neither were they by theirunre-
stricted liberty of conscience to wor-
ship their God accordingtotheirsense
of duty, toinfringeintheleastuponthe
equal rights of theirfellowmen, though
they might be of very opposite faith
and practice from themselves.

Thus circumstanced, they were to
pray for the kings and such as were in
authority over them; not particularly
for their salvation, or for their continu-
ance in power, but that we, the saints
of God, we who pray, may lead a quiet
andpeaceablelifein honesty and god-

liness. We are not to pray to our kings
or rulers, as do the daughters of
antichrist, butfor them; that God, who
is able to turn their hearts as therivers
of water are turned, may so overrule
them and the administration of their
government that their laws shall not
conflict with our religious rights, and
thus involve us in the necessity of
disrespecting their enactments. The
duty of the saints to be at peace with all
men, as much as in them lies, is fully
expressed; but it does not lie in the
right of the saints to disobey Christ,
even in obeying the monarchs or rul-
ers of this world. But as christians,
they will always have the least influ-
ence withkings andrulers of thisworld;
they are not to attempt to control them
by their own wisdom, but pray to him
who raised up Cyrus, a heathen king,
and directed him in bringing about a
jubilee of release tolsrael after theirsev-
enty years of captivity.

“For this is good in the sight of
God.” What is good? Both that we
should thus pray and thus live. And
this is a sufficient incentive to
christians; it is in itself good; and
being so, it is acceptable in the sight
of God our Savior. The Lord Jesus
Christ, who is the Savior of his people,
is God, very God, equally with the
Father; and he is Immanuel, or God
with us. He is our King, and our privi-
lege as well as our duty is to desire to
do that which is good and acceptable
in his sight. Many things are good and
acceptable in the sight of men which
are not good nor acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, “who will have
all men to be saved, and to come unto
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the knowledge of the truth.” The will
of God our Savior is, if we may so
speak, the rule of his action, the stan-
dard to which he will cause all things in
heaven, earth and hell to bow for he
“worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will.” If the all men in the text
means all the race of mankind, their
universal salvation mustfollow; forhe
doeth his pleasure in heaven and in
earth. “He will have mercy onwhomhe
will have mercy, and he will have com-
passion on whom he will have com-
passion; and whom he will he
hardeneth.” But the terms all men, as
we have already hinted, are to be un-
derstood inthe same limited sense as
that in which they are used in the first
verse, and definedinthe second. There
the all men mean all of a particular
description, such as kings, rulers, &c.
Soinregardtothe allmenembracedin
the will of God our Savior, as the sub-
jects of his salvation, the words are in
applicationrestricted to those who are
embraced in the mediatorial provi-
sions of the divine will. And hence the
apostle gives the following explana-
tion, “For there is one God, and one
Mediator.” &c.

Now, what possible connection
could we perceive between this and
the preceding verses of the chapter, if
this fifth verse is not to show that the
all men, or all manner of men,
destinated to salvation, according to
the will of God our Savior, are em-
braced in the mediatorial office and
work of him who is God, Man and
Mediator between God and men? Oth-
erwise, why does the apostle use the
conjunction, forthereis one God, &c?

This is a sufficient evidence that it is
the will of God that they should all be
saved and come to the knowledge of
the truth, as they otherwise would have
no interest in the mediatorial provi-
sions of grace and salvation. This one
Mediator between God and men is the
man Christ Jesus, the mediatorial
Head of his church, and embodiment
of all the election of grace. They are
his body, and the fullness of him that,
filleth all in all; and he as fully and
completely embodied and represented
thembeforethe world began, as Adam
embodied and represented the hu-
man family when he at first became a
living soul. Hence the terms all men
are as properly used inreference to all
the body and members of Christ, as in
reference to the body and members of
Adam; for Adam is the figure of him
thatwas to come; thatis, of Christ. But
thatis not spritual which was first, but
natural; or, as our friend woulid render
it, soulual; and afterwards that which
is spiritual. Hence Adam represented
all who have a natural or soulual exist-
ence; all being his offspring, are but
the expansion ordevelopment of what
Adam was. So all men, as the terms
are usedinreference to Christ and his
seed in him, embraced all who were
chosen in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world, as possessing life
eternal in this divine Mediator from
the ancients of eternity. And through-
out the New Testament this distinc-
tionis preservedinthe applications of
the terms “all men.”

Theman Christ Jesus, embodyingin
hisperson all that his names and titles
mean or signify, as God, Man and Me-
diator, was manifestin the flesh, came
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inthe flesh, was made flesh, and dwelt
among us; and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth. He “was
put to death in the flesh;” not simply
his flesh put to death, but his flesh as
it stood identified with his sonship;
“was put to death in the flesh;” so that
it was the Son of God, as well as the
son of the virgin Mary, that bare our
sins in his own body on the cross, and
who, in the accomplishment of what
the Father gave him to do, “gave him-
self a ransom.” All that constituted
himhimself was required and given “a
ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.” The testimony here spoken of
is, according to our judgment, that
which shall be givenin the application
of his blood and righteousness to all
forwhomhedied and arose againfrom
the dead. For, inasmuch as he was
delivered up for their iniquities, and
raised againfor their justification, they
must eventually be broughtexperimen-
tally to the knowledge of the truth. And
thus the apostle testifies that in the
fullness of the dispensations of the
times he shall gathertogetherall things
in Christ, bothwhich areinheavenand
in earth, even in him. All that arein him
representatively, chosen, predesti-
nated, saved, called, justified, re-
deemed, loved and secured, shall in
the dispensations of times be brought
experimentally into the unity of the
faith, and shall manifestatively fill that
place to which our God has destined
theminhis mystical body. Thus shall it
be testified in due time who they are,
and thatitis the sovereign,immutable

and eternal will of God our Savior that
they shall all be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth. God our Savior
has from the beginning chosen them
unto salvation, through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth. This
is testified in due time by the inspired
testimony of the Scriptures and by the
preaching of the gospel; but the mani-
festation of every one of the heirs of
immortality shall be in “due time.” By
the term “due time,” we are to under-
stand that there is a specified time
appointed, in the wisdom and decree
of God, for the generation of all the
saints. The time appointed for its ful-
fillment can neither be hastened nor
deferred. When the time appointed of
the Father arrives, the accomplish-
ment of the purpose will be due. As
“when the fullness of the time had
come, God sent forth his Son,” and in
due time Christ died. That is, at the
time when the demands of the righ-
teous law of God which stood against
us could consistently with the eternal
purpose of God be deferred nolonger,
thenitwas due time for Christto suffer
in the flesh, and for that hour came he
into the world. And as the Redeemer
was promptinmeeting all the demands
of the law and justice on the behalf of
his people, so shall all the redeemed
be promptly released fromtheirprison-
houses, and brought experimentally
into the liberty of the sons of God, in
due time; and so shall they be ulti-
mately introduced into their final glo-
rified state above, in due time. There-
fore the apostle exhorts that the saint
should be patient in all their trials and
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sufferings, for in due time they shall

reap, if they faint not.
Middletown, N.Y., June 15, 1854.
Elder Gilbert Beebe

REBEKAH

| his girl and her history affords
i| the Lord's people with some

highlights in their own experience. It
covers every step in the travel of the
church. It shows Jesus Christ came to
save his people, his bride, from their
sins. In our study of the matter we
must not lose sight of the fact that
types and shadows are not the thing
itself. | have my opinion that this nar-
rative was comforting to the spiritual-
minded Jew under the law. | am just
made to believe that as God opened
up this girl’s history to the writer that
he looked forward to “that day" and
rejoicedin Spirit. Faithis notbounded
by time or circumstances. It over-
comes all obstacles and sees the ful-
fillment of the thing promised. It is
Abraham that sends the servant after
a wife for Isaac. | know many have
said this servant was the preacher. To
this | cannot concur. It might have a
double application and thus mean the
preacher, but | do not feel that it has.
Ifeel that the servant is the Holy Spirit.
It is never sent out of the family, it is
always to the kindred in Christ. Have
you ever made a careful reading of his
journey? What was it he prayed for?
What was the outcome? What was it
that motivated her to come at the pre-
cise time? Why did she begin doing
just as the servant prayed for her to
do? Not a single runner has been sent
ahead.

No missionary had been there dur-
ing the summer in revival and told her
what was about to take place. It surely
could notbe by chance itmustbe that-
it was by appointment. Did you notice
how many camels the servant took for
the journey? Did you notice that she
went to serving them? He that had the
camels and they, were watered from
the same pitcher. Brethren, has there
been a time when you felt some alle-
giance to God but were trying to gain
notice by the keeping of the law? She
recognized the servant in some way,
but the secret of approach to him was
not only by the shed blood of Jesus;
but by performing the things found in
the law. See that all ten camels are
watered, see that all “these things”
(Math. 19:16 , 22) are kept from thy
youth up. After hearing the plea of the
servant and his praise of God she ran
to the house. | believe in being in a
hurry sometimes. This was a time for
quick action, as was the custom of the
land. Rebekah had seen many men
with camels before this, but none had
ever come like this one. Have you
seen such, dear reader? Perhaps you
had heard of the law. Methinks. you
had watered camels because every-
body else said it was the thing to do,
but somehow this is so different. Per-
haps you thought you could keep the
law at the proper time, but you was not
inahurry, there was plenty of time, but
instead of you hunting up the law and
setting a convenient time it has been
brought to you and altogether a time;
not expected. It has come with such
force —ten whole laws in one and any
one ofthem sufficientto produce death
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if broken. A camel can make a long
journey without water, but, once the
destination is reached it must drink.
the law will not bother until it reaches
its destination, but ah how true it is
that when it is brought to God’s chil-
drenitmustbe waited on. So Rebekah
was in a hurry, she ran, she had been
equipped forrunning. The servant had
given her earrings, placing them in
herears. What abride to be! Dear child
of Godis it not our hope that yourears
have been thus blessed? How long,
how long that we could not hear the
gospel, but now the deaf ears have
been unstopped. Ah, that touch of
divine love. Love has come into her
heart and she goes to tell some one.
There is no keeping the love of God
hid. It will show in many ways, by
changing the mind, changing the walk
and in the places we go. Sometimesin
our zeal to escape false doctrine we
may run too far the other way. Some
have said that God does not woo his
people. | believe he does. | do not
think he woos at the church but com-
pletely and successfully woos her.
This is the work of the Spirit. It opens
ears and puts on jewelry; it tells of the
riches of Isaac and the love of God
placed in her heart and soul and mind
causes her to respond; it produces a
desire to know more about the source
of such power, love and grace; it
breaks down all fear of the unknown.
| think | have seen the spirit of that
manifested among Old Baptists. Ordi-
narily we find no strangers among our
folks. We do not have any hesitancy in
going among strangers in the flesh.
They are our people and we know that

we are welcome among them. This
respondency in Rebekah is found in
every heir of promise.

When it comes to going with the
man the cost is not to be considered.
The glorious beauty of Isaac that has
been pictured to us is a drawing
power that has covered all our earthly
desires and made Him the one desire
of all (Hag. 2:7). The hour of going to
Himarrives. Itis one thing to goto Him
but another as how we go. She set out
on the journey not yet knowing the
camels are "Unto death” (Rom. 7:10).
Her experience must have beeninline
with the apostle’'s. She thought that
riding camels was the way to Isaac
and set out on them. Going on this
journey is the fulfillment of the lan-
guage of Jesus, “They shall come to
me.?" How providential the working
to bring Rebekah to Isaac. Every ob-
stacle is overcome. The will of the
church is brought unto mutual agree-
ment with the will of God. She agrees
to go and | want to emphasize again
and again that in the spirit of the case
she is yet willing to follow and does
follow Him. All the wars, floods, flames
and devils combined have not hin-
dered her when Isaac was leading,
she has rendered that verdict that
holds good; she will go because the
love of that man causes her to go; she
is not drawn to Isaac by any force
other than love. | must say that the girl
had to go. Such a breaking down of
opposition as confronted the servant
does not leave any room for us to say
that she could have stayed in the land
of her nativity. Now let us turn and look
at Isaac. What is he about? What is his
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frame of mind? We find him walking
and meditatingin thefield. Abride has
been promised him, a woman near
anddeartohimbyrelationshipistobe
his. His father has bestowed all his
riches on himand heis about to share
it with her. Husband and wife! How
fitting that the Scriptures say, “The
bride, the Lamb’s wife.” He is waiting
her appearance and my soul contem-
plates what joy it must have been to
thus wait. Waiting for her was com-
pensation enough. So many cannot
speak of doing the commandments
without looking for rich rewards to
follow, but I tell you it is a pleasure
when you are waiting for Him. To en-
courage the poor, wayfaring children
of God let me say that His waiting for
the bride is just the same with Him as
with her. He (Isaac) is in the field wait-
ing, waiting for Rebekah, his wife. May
I say his wait is in perfect confidence
and complacency knowing the faith-
fulness of the servant sent on the
journey to bring her to him. Did you
notice the looking for each other? Ah,
dear pilgrim have you felt this one-
ness that belongs to Christ and his
people? Have you felt your soul fill up
on his loveliness in such a way as to
cause you to rejoice? Has your cup,
that he has givenyou, runoverinsuch
a way as to cause you to fear no evil,
not even the shadow of death? How
uncomfortable the journey must have
been? Did you not find it so? That
journey brought Rebekah to the end of
her riding camels. The law had her in
its power and she had to look toit.1 do
not think the law brought her to Isaac
(Christ), but | think it was her school-

master unto him ( Gal. 3:24) . The grim
journey is now over and that union of
love, peace and joy has come. The
riches of Isaac has been bestowed on
his wife. She shares everything now
with him and he with her.

Elder W.D. Griffin

ST. LUKE 6: 20-23. -

And he lifted up his eyes on his
disciples,andsaid, Blessed be yepoor:
for yours is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are ye, that hunger now: for
ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that
weep now: for ye shall laugh.

Blessed are ye, when men shall hate
you, and when they shall separate
you from their company, and shall
reproach you, and cast out your name
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
Joy: for, behold, your reward is great
in heaven: for in the like manner did

their fathers unto the prophets.

MEETINGS

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

he Lord willing, the Staun-
#| ton River Union will be held at
Springfield Primitive Baptist Church,
Main Streetin Gretna,VA. the fifth Sun-
day and Saturday before in Decem-
ber. The song service will begin at
10:00 a.m.
We welcome all lovers of the truth to
come be with us.

Elder Marvin Brumfield - Moderator
Oscar Pickral - Clerk
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MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuant to the request of
i eel| Martinsville Primitive Baptist
Church a Presbytery met at Mar-
tinsville Primitive Baptist church on
Sat., May 16, 1998, for the examina-
tion of Brother Samuel Garlin
Blankenship if found qualified in ac-
cordance with the written word of
GOD, at the discretion of the judge-
ment, ordain the above mentioned to
the full work of the office of Deacon.

The solemnity was begun with
prayer by Elder Larry Hollandsworth.
All Elders of our same faith and order
present constituted the Presbytery.
Those presentwere: Lane Carter, Larry
Hollandsworth, Raymond Goad,
Clarence Stone, W.T. Conner and
Julian Williams.

AllDeacons were asked to sittogether.

The presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Lane Carter as modera-
tor and Jamie Cooper as clerk. Elders
Lane Carter, and W.T. Conner were
chosen to lead in the examination of
the candidate. Brother Herbert Dodson
having been duly appointed by
Martinsville Church, delivered Brother
Blankenship to the Presbytery. Ex-
amination was made by Elders
Clarence Stone and W.T. Conner us-
ing scripture Acts: ch. 6: 4-8. All
present Elders were invited to partici-
pate. The Presbytery being satisfied
with the examination and answers
given by the Candidate, administered
the laying on of Hands. The Ordina-
tion Prayer was delivered by Elder
Clarence Stone. The charge was de-

livered by Elder Raymond Goad using
Scriptural reference 1st Timothy 3:8.

The Moderator asked the Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of -
the Presbytery which was answeredin
the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother Blankenship and
theright hand of fellowship was given,
The ordained Brother was delivered
back to the church as an Ordained
Deacon of the Old School Primitive
Church at Martinsville.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the Presbytery were read and ap-
proved. The Presbytery was dismissed
with Prayer by Elder Julian Williams.

Lane Carter, Moderator
Jamie Cooper, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR AUGUST 1998
Mrs. Doris Giles, VA .......cccccuueee $2.00
Mrs. Carrie McDaniel, VA ........... 2.00
Wallace E. Harvey, WV ............... 1.00
William Vick, TN ..., 10.00
CW.Wood, VA ....cccccciiriiriniirnnnne 7.00
Mrs. Anna Ashworth, WV ........... 2.00
Eld. J.T. Prescott, NC ......cc.c....... 7.00
Mrs. Sceney D. Boyd, VA ........... 2.00
W. William Edwards, NC............. 2.00
James L. Shelor, VA ....ccccrereennens 5.00
Marvin Curnutt, TX ....cccovvreeemcnncns 2.00
William A. Ramey, AL ........cccec.... 5.00
Burnell B. Williams, VA .............. 2.00
Oscar Pickral, VA.....ccccccceriiirranne 7.00
Mrs. Annie C. Lawrence, VA ...... 2.00
Ms. Iris Dove, VA.....cccvvirirecinnees 2.00
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARY OF SISTER
EVELYN JEAN MILLS GURKINS

ean Mills Gurkins was born
in Pitt County on March 18,
1928 and passed away November 10,
1997, at her home with her family by
her bedside.

She was a native of Pitt County and
lived most of her life in the Greenville
community. She was a graduate of
Grimesland High School, Class of
1945. She was a charter member of
the Pitt County Al-Anon Group and a
member of the Hancock’s Primitive
Baptist Church since January 25,1970.
She was a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, and sister.

Sister Gurkins was baptized by El-
der Joseph Sawyer and Elder A. P.
Mewborn. Sister Gurkins was the
daughter of the late Eva Edwards Mills
and Tucker Zeno Mills who were both
members of Red Banks Primitive Bap-
tist Church in Pitt County. They were
bothbelievers in salvation by the grace
of God as was Sister Gurkins.

Sister Gurkins was married to Jeston
H. Gurkins on August 5, 1945. To this
union they added four children, Alvin
H. Gurkins, Eve Janelle Gurkins, Van
A. Gurkins and Jeston Barry Gurkins
all of Greenville, N.C.

She is survived by her children, six
grandchildren, two great grandchil-
dren, a sister, Eula Lee Fornes of Red
Banks Church, two brothers, Norman

Mills of New Bern, and Howard Mills of
Red Banks Church and a mother-in-
law, Bertha Shaw Gurkins of
Greenville.

She suffered many trials and tribu-
lations during her lifetime but never
lostfaith. She was a diabetic and even-
tually lost the use of her kidneys and
had to go on dialysis for the last five
years of her life. While she was on
dialysis, she wrote to God in a journal
every night. This made her feel safe
from the world when she was on the
dialysis machine.

The following is a poem that Sister
Gurkins wrote that we would like to
share with our brethren: (See Poemin
this issue.) '

Sister Gurkins’ funeral was held at
Wilkersons Funeral Home in
Greenville and Elder Joseph Sawyer
preached the service. She was laid to
rest beside her husband in Pinewood
Memorial Cemetery on November 14,
1997. There were a host of friends and
relatives in attendance.

Therefore, be itresolved thata copy
of this obituary be sent to the family,
one recorded in the church book, and
one sent to "Signs of the Times" for
publication.

Written by request of the church by
her daughter, Janelle Gurkins
Vanhorne and her sister, Eula Lee
Fornes who loved her dearly.

Elder Joseph L. Sawyer, Moderator
Sis. Nina B. McLawhorn, Clerk
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1 CHRONICLES 16:7-9.

Then on that day David delivered
first this psalm to thank the Lord
into the hand of Asaph and his breth-
ren.

Give thanks unto the Lord, call
upon his name, make known his deed
among the people.

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto
him, talk ye of all his wondrous
works.

SISTER PHYLLIS ANN DAVIS
Resolution of Respect

e bow in humble submission
' il to the will of our merciful and
klnd Heavenly Father, who works all
things after the council of his ownwill.

Who has seenfit to callfrom our midst
Sister Phyllis Ann Davis. Sister Phyllis
was born January 15, 1935 and died
July 4, 1998. Though we have lost a
Sister in Christ, we feel and believe
that our loss is her eternal gain. Our
deepest sympathy goes out to her
family, and may God in his mercy and
wisdom send to them that great com-
forter to comfort them that mourn and
to bind up their broken hearts with his
everlastinglove. Forsheis onlyasleep,
waiting that call of our great Shepherd
who calls his sheep by name, | believe
she is with the Lord in the paradise of
God, where she rests until the morn-
ing ofthe Resurrection, when the trum-
pet of God shall sound and our Lord
shall return the second time without
sin unto salvation bringing with him
all the spirits of the saints and the
dead in Christ shall rise first, to meet
himin the air, and so shall ever be with
him. She was a firm believer of Salva-

tion by Grace and not by man's works.
She became a member of Fairview
Primitive Baptist Church December 2,
1990 and was Baptized by Elders Ro-
nald K. Crouch and Harold R. John-
son. She was a faithful wife and loving
mother,and we know that the sorrow
is great and hard to bear, butletus not
sorrow as those that have no hope,
but rejoice in the fact that the children
of God have received a promise of
eternal life by Christ Jesus whom can-
notlie 'I give unto them eternal life,
and no man can pluck them out of
my hand."She was married in 1957 to
Jim Davis and to this marriage was
born one daughter and one son who
mourn at her passing, also four grand-
children, five sisters and a brother
and a host of friends. Services were
conducted at her church, by Elder
Ronald Crouch and Harold Johnson.
She was laid to rest at Tyler Mountain
Memory Gardens, Cross Lanes W.V.
Written by Request of the Church Re-
solved: one copy for Church Records
Resolved: one copy for her family
Resolved: one copy tobe sentto Signs
of the Times Resolved: one copytobe
sent to the clerk of the Rock Springs
Association.

Elder Ronald K Crouch - Moderator

Elder Harold R. Johnson - Asst.
Moderator

Brother William A. Johnson - Clerk

PSALM 19:1.

The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament sheweth
his handywork.
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OBITUARY OF SISTER
JULIA R. GARNER

ith deep regret we the mem-
bers of Newport River Primi-
tive Baptist mark the passing of Sister
Garnerwho died on September 3,1998
at age 86 years. Sister Garner was
bornin Carteret County on August 26,
1912 one of the children of Elder Walter
Roberts and Joseline P. Roberts. Sis-
ter Garner was married to Cornell
Garner around 1937 or 38. They were
blessed with one daughter Pauline G.
Hocutt. Sister Garner and Cornell had
six grandchildren, two or three great-
grandchildren. Sister Garner was af-
flicted with poor health the last years
of her life. All of us at the church will
sorely miss her. We all know our loss
will be her eternal gain. Her funeral
was preached by Elder J.M. Harne.
Sister Garner was dearly loved by all
of us. Her daughter agreed for me to
write about her passing and send to
be published in the “Signs of the
Times”. Written by
Gordon M. Lockey
3008 Old Gate Rd.
Morehead City, N.C. 28557
A brother in Christ is my hope.

PSALM 13:3-6.

Consider and hear me, O Lord my
God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the
sleep of death;

Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed
against him; and those that trouble me
rejoice when I am moved.

But I have trusted in thy mercy; my
heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.

I will sing unto the Lord, because he
hath dealt bountifully with me.

IN MEMORY OF
SISTER JESSIE MINTER

ister Jessie Minter joined Dan
g | River Primitive Baptist Church
on September 25, 1960. | remember
the lovely visits with her and Brother
Orin, Brother Reuben Davis, and Sis-
ter Mary Davis in my grandparent’s
home. Itwas always such ajoy to have
them come. Sister Minter was a very
warm, loving person, and one always
felt at home in her presence whether
she had known themfor along time or
justmade theiracquaintance. The Lord
just seemed to shine in her counte-
nance.

When | think of her, two scriptures
come to mind. The first is found in
Matthew 6:28, 29. “Consider the lilies
of the field, how they grow:; they toil
not, neither do they spin: And yet 1
say unto you That even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these.” The second is found in
Proverbs 31:10. “Who can find a vir-
tuous woman? for her price is far
above rubies.”

She was truly a lovely mother in
Israel, and | am deeply grateful that |
was blessed to have known her. May
all of us, who are saddened by the
loss of our dear sister, be blessed to
feel that our loss is her eternal gain,
and to witness with the writer of the
scripture, Psalm 116:15: “Preciousin
the sight of the Lord is the death of
his saints.” In all things may the Lord
be praised.

Humbly submitted,
Mary Hawkins
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SONG

KINDRED in Christ, for his dear sake,
A hearty welcome here receive;

May we together now partake

The joys which only he can give.

To you and us by grace ‘tis given

To know the Saviour’s precious
name;

And shortly we shall meet in heaven,
Our hope, our way, our end the
same.

May he, by whose kind care we meet,
Send his good Spirit from above;
Make our communications sweet,
And cause our hearts to burn with
love.

Forgotten be each worldly theme,
When Christians see each other thus:
We only wish to speak of him,

Who lived, and died, and reigns for
us.

Well talk of all he did and said,
And suffered for us here below;
The path he marked for us to tread,
And what he’s doing for us now.

Thus, as the moments pass away,
Wel love, and wonder, and adore;
And hasten on the glorious day,
When we shall meet to part no more.

Newton
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EDITORIAL

THE VALLEY OF
THE SHADOW OF DEATH.

(Eze. Chap. 37,vs.
1,2,3) The hand of
the lord was upon
me, and carried me
out in the spirit of
theLord,andsetme
down in the midst of the valley
whichwas full of bones, and caused
me to pass by them round about:
and behold, there were very many
in the open valley; and, lo, they
werevery dry.And he saidunto me,
Son of man, can these bones live?

and I answered, O Lord God, thou
knowest.

adl he valley of dry bones indi-
@r-s| cates death where there once
was life and this is typical of the con-
dition of Israel, under the law; they
were once alive, in the garden, but
because of sin they died; as aresult of
their eating of the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. God
had told Adam that he should not
partake of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, for he said, in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die and according to the word
of the Lord they did in fact die to the
world into which they were created..
They were separated from God and
condemned to dwell in this valley of
death, forced to eat of the fruit of the
ground, which God had cursed, all the
days of their lives. They were con-
signed to this natural world, subject
to the domination of the serpent, and
were seperated from God and given
those coats of skin, which is their
natural worldly being, for the habita-
tion of the world into which they were
sentenced to spend their natural
earthly lives. Their judgementfor their
sin was that they would eat bread by
the sweat of their brow until they re-
turned to the ground; for out of it they
were taken and unto it they would
return. The earthwould no longeryield
unto them her fruit, as in the begin-
ning when they were placed in the
garden to dress and keep it; butrather
itwould bring forth thorns and thisties
and they would eat the herb of the
field, the fruit of the cursed ground,
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not the fruit of the trees which God
had given themin the beginning to eat
thereof and live.

The valley of the dry bones above
depict the children of Israel, as they
existed from the time they were driven
from the garden until the coming of
the promised Messiah; they were dead
and did not know it, they were not
even aware of the world into which
they were originally created. They had
the law, the oracles and the covenant
that God had made with them but they
did not have life; the law and the sac-
rifices never gave life, they were but
types pointing to that which was to
come, which would bring life and im-
mortality to light. Israel was as lifeless
to spiritual things as thesebones were
to the world of nature around them.
They were very dry; in fact, they were
as lifeless as the clay from which man
was formed, before God breathed into
it the breath of life, it was inanimate,
as it were, and dead to the world
around it. God asked Ezekiel the ques-
tion, can these bones live? and the
answer to this question was, no!, un-
less something was done for them
because in that state of death they
could do nothing to change their con-
dition; however Ezekiel’s response
was, Lord thouknowest. Thesebones
are men in nature, under the law, dead
to the world as regarding spiritual
matters, they cannot live, spiritually,
unless something is done for them.
Man as he was when driven from the
garden,with his coats of skin is flesh,
and will always be flesh and nothing
else, unless something is done to
change it; and regarding the question

as to whether he will live or not, spiri-
tually, only God knows. These bones
were very dry and would forever re-
main so, unless an outside force works
upon them and only God knew if they
would ever be different from that dead
and lifeless state in which they are in
nature. Known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the world
and certainly that work is the bringing
all of the heirs of promise from that
state of death into possession of eter-
nal life whichis theirinheritance which
was promised unto them in the begin-
ning: also, the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, the
Lord knoweth them that are his: re-
gardless of the state that they may be
in at any given point of time.

The Lord told Ezekiel to prophesy
unto the bones, and say unto them, “O
ye dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord.” This was what the prophets of
God had done all of their days; they
were sent to prophesy unto the nation
of Israel the word of the Lord, and
command them heed it. They proph-
esied of the things thatthe Lord would
bring upon Israel, in the future, as
revealed unto them of the Lord and of
things that were reserved for them in
the generations to come. This is what
Ezekiel is commanded to do here,
prophesy unto the dry bones; he was
to proclaim the word of the Lord unto
the dry bones of the things that he
would do for them, as he says in many
places, in that day. He would clothe
them with flesh and sinew, but not as
the coats of skin which he had given
them in the garden of Eden for the
dwelling in the world of nature, but
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rather new clothing for the lives that
they were to live after they were given
life; bodies that would be the temple
of God indwelled by the Spirit of God.

When he prophesied unto themthere
was a great shaking and the bones
come together and they were so
clothed according to the word of the
Lord; forwhere the word of the king is,
there is power: also he hath spokeniit,
he shall also doit. Then he was told to
prophesy to the winds to breathe on
them and the breath came into them
and they lived, stood upon their feet,
an exceeding great army.

It was at this point that the Lord
declared unto Ezekiel, (Eze. Chap.
37,vs11) “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel;” this
included Israel who lived under the
law and also the Gentiles upon whom
the grace of God is to be bestowed:
forall are of the house ofIsrael, and all
are saved by the same plan of salva-
tion, (Eph chap 2,vs8) "For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God." All flesh is grass and the
goodliness thereof is as the flower of
the field; the natural fleshly man s the
dry bone and until clothed upon with
the garments of salvation, dwells in
the valley of the shadow of death. The
Gentiles, in the flesh, and until
breathed upon by the spirit are as
dead regarding spiritual matters and
values as Israel was under the law.
When Jesus appeared unto his dis-
ciples after his death he said to them,
(John Chap 20, vs 21-22) "peace be
with you: as my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you. And when

he had said this, he breathed upon
them, and saith unto them, Receive
Yye the Holy Ghost”. This said he
unto them referring to the day of Pen-
tecost when they would be alive to the
things of the spirit.

(Eze.Chap. 37,vs. 13) “"And ye shall
know that I am the Lord, when I
have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of
Yyour graves,And shall put my spirit
in you, and ye shall live, and I will
place you in your own land: then
shall ye know that I the Lord have
spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord.” This prophesy is fulfilled
when Jesus cried with a loud voice
and gave up the ghost. (Matt. Chap.
28, vs. 51-2-3) “And, behold, the veil
of the temple was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom; and the
earthdid quake,and therocksrent;
And the graves were opened; and
many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, and came out of the
graves after his resurrection, and
went into the holy city, and ap-
peared unto many.” This prophesy
is of the coming of the Messiah, and
his restoring the nation of Israel to its
former state in so much, that they
walked and talked with God, without
the Levitical Priesthood to intercede;
as Paul wrote (Heb. Chap. 10,vs19-20)
“Having therefore brethren, bold-
ness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way, which he hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to
say his flesh.” Christ condemned sin
in this body of flesh and consecrated
the way whereby the spiritual man
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might enterinto communionwith God,
through this veil of flesh which man
still inhabits; and even though this
natural manis subserviant to the devil
and still desires the pleasures of na-
ture the pride of the eyes and lusts of
the flesh: the inner man worships God
in spirit and in truth from that new heart
which was given him in the new birth.
(Rom. Chap. 7,vs. 22-23) “For I de-
light in the law of God after the
inward man: but I see another law
in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members.” This is
the continual warfare that all of the
saints of God endure when born of the
spirit; the flesh lusting against the
spirit and the spirit against the flesh
and this will be their lot in life as long
as they live in the flesh, but it is also a
glorious evidence ofthe work of grace
in their heart of which none but them-
selves are aware. Men behold them
and see no problem, but Oh the war-
fare thatrages within; the spirit judges
the flesh and all of its carnal actions,
and the thornin the flesh, whichis the
messenger of Satan dwells in the natu-
ral man, buffets the inner man and
causes himgreatdistress of mind and
fear that he may not be a child of God,
after all. This is avicious and ongoing
warfare as long as both entities dwell
in the same body; they cannot peace-
ably cohabit with such a great differ-
ence in their natures: they are the
extremes in opposites and will not
submit to the will of the other except
that greater is the spirit of the inner
man than the spirit of the man in nature.

Could this state of man be the valley
of death that David spoke of in the
23rd Psalm? The dry bones were in
the midst of the valley and God told
Ezekiel thatthese bones are the whole
house of Israel and they were dead, in
so much that God asked Ezekiel, can
these bones live? David did not say
that he would walk through the valley
of death, but, through the valley of the
shadow of death, and he was in that
condition regarding spiritual knowl-
edge at the time he wrote these words?
He was one of those dry bones and
did not even know it, but prophecy
was given by inspiration as all pro-
phetical proclamations were, and if
this be true, he was at that time walk-
ing in the valley of the shadow of
death, and did all the days of his life.
There was no spiritual life in the law, it
made nothing perfect but was just a
shadow of things to come; just types
of those things that God would do for
his people spiritualy at some time in
the future; shadows of things fulfilled
by the birth, death and resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesue Christ..

David said,'Yea, though I walk
through thevalley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me." David lived under the
law, and since the above scripture
says, this the whole house of Israel
this also included David; all men were
in the valley of the shadow of death
because that was where man was sent
when cast out of the garden. David did
not fear because of the times God had
been with him in his experiences and
though he did not understand it fully,
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he felt that he would preserve him.
Thisis howhe was able toface Goliath,
being but a lad and untrained in the
ways of war. David, and all of Israel
were dead to the things of the spirit,
but, God's law was given them as a
rod of correction and was laid upon
them for reproof, for correction and
instruction to the man in nature to
cause them to honor and praise God,
and faith was the staff upon which
they given for support when they had
reached the end of their ability and
could not depend upon their own
strength. The rod and the staff com-
bined, were comfort to David for he
realized that although he did not un-
derstand the reasoning behind it, his
faith in God that all things would work
for good to them that love him would
continue to be his refuge from his
enemies. They were comfort to David
because he realized that the giver of
the law and the faith was the one who
delivered him out of the paw of the
lion and the bear and enabled him to
stand before Goliath; he was the one
of whom David declared (Psa. 139,vs.
5 thru-10) “Thou hast beset me be-
hind and before, and laid thine
hand upon me. Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me; it is high, I
cannot attain unto it. Whither shall
I go from they spirit? or whither
shall I flee from thy presence? If I
acsend unto heaven thou art there:
if I make my bed in hell, behold
thou art there. If I take the wings of
the morning, and dwellin the utter-
most parts of the sea; even there
shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me.” All of
these things were included in his

experiences and in one place he re-
ferred to it as his heritage, when he
said,(Psa. 16 vs. 6) “"The lines are
fallen unto me in pleasant places;
yea I have a goodly heritage.” the
lines being the lines of truth that God
let down to him, to lead and direct him
in his journey through this vale of
tears. The dry bones were secure in
God’s hands all the while, but be-
tween the being bornin nature and the
being born again of the spirit there is
a valley of death that all of the house-
hold of Israel must experience; ifthere
was no valley there would be no moun-
tain and God’s Children must
experince both to worship him as they
should for his grace and mercy ex-
tended to them; and to make them
realize their need for them.

The Lord declares that he will bring
his people out of their graves and put
his spirit within them and they will
live; he will place them in their own
land. He will bring the two kingdoms,
which were separated many genera-
tions ago together again and they will
be one people with one king; they will
no longer be two kingdoms. They will
no longer defile themselves with their
idols, their detestable things: for he
will cleanse them so that they will be
his people, and he will be their God.
(Ezek Chap 37, vs 25) “"Moreover I
will make a covenant of peace with
them;and it shall be an everlasting
covenantwith them,and Iwill place
them, and multiply them, and will
set my sanctuary in the midst of
them for evermore.”

Surely, thisis the work of God and is
the reason for his bringing his Son
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into the world, that the children of
Israel; who were in the state of death,
might live again, in the knowledge of
God as their creator and commune
with him as they did in the garden.
These dry bones were as void of abil-
ity or desire, in and of themselves, to
change themselves from their dead
state as the man in nature is to make
a decision to worship God; they do
not know him and have no rationale of
spiritual matters upon which to base
any such decision. Paul, after his con-
version, realized and acknowledged
this when he said, “but by the grace
of God I am what I am”’ he knew
where he would have been had not
grace been extended to him in his
sinful and unregenerated state, and
this is where all have stood who hope
to have and interest in that, earnest of
the inheritance, which is laid up for
the saints of God. They realize that if
the grace of God had not been be-
stowed upon them, they would still be
following the ways of the world with
no interest or knowledge of the king-
dom of God and the glorious gospel
of their salvation.

(Matt. Chap. 4,vs. 15-16)"The land
of Zabulon, and the land of
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea,
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles " The people which sat in dark-
ness saw a great light; and to them
whichsatintheregion and shadow
of death light is sprung up”. From
that time Jesus began to preach, and
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. Surely this is the
fulfilling of the above prophesy, the
abode of all of Israel was in the region

or shadow of death, until Jesus began
his ministry, preaching the glad tid-
ings of the new covenant that God had
prophesied that he would make with
Israel, in that day.. This was the begin-
ning of the prophesy in the above
scriptures and it culminates on the
day of Pentecost when it is fulfilled
thatthe wind breathed uponthe bones
(house of Israel) and they lived, stood
up upon theirfeet, an exceeding great
army. On the day of Pentecost, (Acts
Chap. 2, vs. 2-3-4) "And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the spirit gave
them utterance.” These scriptures,
from the new testament seemingly
affirm the old testament prophesy of
the dry bones. Throughout Jesus’s
ministry, the law was still in effect,
they were still in the valley of the
shadow of death until the spirit blew
upon the apostles, they then stood up
and began to preach the gospel; and
they gave evidence of the change that
had been done within. There was no
longer two nations, but one nation,
with one king and one plan of salva-
tion with one gospel and that was only
to those who had been given the Holy
Ghost. There were men out of every
nation gathered there on that occa-
sion and every man heard them in his
own tongue, being brought together
because of the pure language that
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God’s people speak and understand
regardless of their speech, race or
national origin. This was the opposite
ofthe occasion when God confounded
the language of the people so that
they could notunderstand their neigh-
bor, and they left off building the tower
that would reach unto heaven which
they intended to build that they might
not be scattered upon the face of the
earth. Here, on this occasion the
people of differentlanguages heardin
their own tongue the wonderful words
of God and they began to have all
things common and became one na-
tion in heart soul and spirit; for the
death of Jesus had broken down the
middle wall of parition and there was
no more saparation between them.
Another prophesy of this transfor-
mation ofthe children of Israel is found
in (Ezek. Chap. 36, vs. 24-25-26-27)
"For Iwill take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into
Yyour own land. Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall
be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you. A new heart also will 1
give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you: and Iwill take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I
will give you an heart of flesh. And
I will put my spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgements,
and do them.” In these and all other
prophesies of the salvation of the chil-
dren of God, Israel is passive in the
hands of a holy and righteous God
and all of the work involved in their

change from the natural life to the
spiritual life is of God. Each one will
acknowledge thatthey were as the dry
bones, regarding spiritual life, and
they were changed into a living spiri-
tualbeing as mysterously and in much
the same way that they became a liv-
ing breathing being in nature. They
were not involved in bringing about
theirchange, in eithercase; thatwhich
was wrought upon them, was without
their prior knowledge or consent, for
it was determined before time began
and the only consultants were, God
the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Ghost and who can say unto that
counsel, whyisitthus? Those chosen
certainly would not, and the others
are in no position to pass judgement
on it, one way or the other, for they are
completely unaware of it.

(John Chap. 5,vs. 24-25) "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; but is passed from
death unto life. Verily, verily I say
unto you, The hour is coming , and
now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God; and
they that hear shall live.” These are
the words of Jesus when talking to the
Jews onone occasion and herefersin
both verses of the fact that they, the
Jews, as well as all men are dead,
while in the flesh, and only those that
hear his word and believe on the Fa-
ther hath everlasting life; and again
when these dead hear the voice of the
Son of God they shall live. Only those
that are spiritually alive can hear and
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believe, in God, and this life is that
which they receive when they are born
again as Jesus said unto Nicodemus.
Only those who have received this gift
of life will believe; but even then they
cannot teach anyone else of these
truths. If anyone has not experienced
it, they cannot believe it, it is beyond
the grasp of the human mind. This is
the state of dry bones spoken of by
Ezekiel, and as long as they are in that
condition they have no knowledge of
spiritual matters; the natural man will
read the scriptures and try to rational-
ize them with the natural mind and will
never come to the knowledge of the
truth, as Paul saidin his letterto Timo-
thy, because the truth is discerned
only by those who are of the spirit:
and one of the gifts of the spiritis the
discerning of the spirits.

Only the power of God can effect this
change, and that work is perfect in
every case, it is not something that is
done on a trial and error basis. It may
seemstrange foraman to stand up and
say that they believe God has chosen
them and blessed themwith this knowl-
edge, from among all of the people on
the earth, but yet, everyone that be-
lieves these things have been made to
know by experience thatthisis the only
way thatitcomes. They did notlearnit
by study, or effortexerted by them; one
dayitwas justsuddenly there and they
couldnotdenyit. Only those who have
experienced the shadow of the valley
of death, in their life in the flesh, can
know the joy of being loosed from that
bondage and being free fromthe law of
sin and death. They did notrealize their

condition, in the world of nature, until
they were made aware of the glory and
beauty of the spiritual kingdom, and
feltthe love thatdefys description ema-
nating from their heart and soul.

May God bless these thoughts to
your comfortand understanding, ifthey
be true. Ifthey are not the truth, may he
bless you to lay them aside and listen
to that voice in your ear behind you
saying, thisis thewaywalkyeinit. The
apostle advised Timothy, (Il Tim. Chap.
2, vs. 7) "Consider what I say; and
the Lord give thee understanding
in all things."

In bonds of love,
Richard H Campbell

MEETINGS

WEST COUNTRY LINE UNION

he West Country Line Union
& meeting will be held at the
Dan River Church on Sunday Nov.
29th, with Moons Creek Church be-
ing host.

All lovers of the truth are invited to
this meeting especially Elders of our
faith and order.

The morning service will begin at
10:00 a.m. and afternoon service at
2:00 p.m.

Elder Kenneth R. Key, Moderator
Sue Blalock, Clerk
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VOICES OF THE PAST

JOEL 11. 16.

“Let the Bridegroom go forth of
his chamber, and the bride out of
her closet.”

hefirst part of the chapterin
which this text is found,
appears to be addressed more par-
ticularly to the Jews as a nation, yet it
is evident that the text before us has a
direct application to Christ and the
church, and that the whole chapter
has them in view, in its ultimate appli-
cation. The closing up of the chapter
is language which embraces in itself
the glory and power of the kingdom of
Christ. In the first verse of the chapter
it is said, "Blow ye the trumpet in
Zion, and sound an alarm in my
holy mountain, let all the inhabit-
ants of the earth tremble, for the
day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand.” We understand the
day of the Lord, which is here intro-
duced, to be the same day which is
mentionedinthe thirty-first verse, and
is there called the great and terrible
day of the Lord. This subjectis clearly
explained by our Lord in the twenty-
fourth chapter of Matthew, and in the
second chapter of the Acts of the
apostles; Peter has removed all
doubts and successful disputes upon
the point. On the day of Pentecost,
when the apostles were filled with

the Holy Ghost, and spake with
tongues so that every man heard them
in their own language wherein they

were born, some were amazed, and
inquired what those things meant;
others mockingly said, These men
(the apostles) are full of new wine. But
Peter, standing up with the eleven,
lifted up his voice and said unto them,
These men are not drunken, as ye
suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day. But this is that which
was spoken by the prophet Joel, and
then quotes the very language which
is found in the close of the chapter, in
which our text is contained. It is not
possible therefore to miss the appli-
cation, unless Peter erred in applying
it where he did, and this we know was
not the case. The expression in the
last clause of the sixteenth verse, is

‘that which the Holy Ghost chose as a

part of the language through which to
describe the setting up of the gospel
kingdom on the earth in union with
Christ its King. With these invulner-
able bulwarks around this idea, we
hesitate not to apply the text directly
to Christ and the.church. The terms
bridegroom and bride, when used in
the Bible, very generally apply to this
union. We learn from the Bible that the
most solemn, binding and endearing
of all human ties, those of the bride-
groom and bride, are borrowed from
and represent the union of Christ and
the church, and if we inquire why
Ishmael was not an heir with Isaac, we
shall discover that one very important
reason was, that he was not a son of
the bride, and had no vital relation-
ship with her. God is not the author of
confusion and discord, but of peace,
as in all the churches of the saints.
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All the amalgamation and means of
men can never add anything to the
body of Christ, for nothing can be
added toit, whichwas notoriginally in
it. If we refer to our first parents after
the flesh, for a figurative illustration
upon this point, we shall there dis-
cover that Eve was in Adam, until she
was developed as his bride. We should
particularly note the fact thatthe bride-
groomwas not made for the bride, but
the bride was made for the bride-
groom. In relation to Christ and the
church in their vital relationship they
are co-equal, although the develop-
ment of the bride was subsequently to
hervital existenceinhim.Inrelationto
this union, and the manifestation of it,
Godwas pleased to establish the titles
Bridegroom and Bride, and apply them
tothe Head, and the body, whichis the
church, the fuliness of him that filleth
all in all. Our text has to do with this
Head and body, in life and death, in
doctrine, ordinances and gospel, or
church organization. The time was
appointed by the eternal Father for
this manifested union, and his com-
mand in the text is, “"Let the Bride-
groom go forth ofhis chamber, and
the bride out of her closet.” Christ
Jesus, the Lord and Mediator of the
new covenant, had long been made
manifest to the faithful, throughrepre-
sentations, types and shadows, but
all these types and shadows declared
that their substance, that which is
perfect, had not yet come. Jesus was
represented by the spotless lamb of-
fered by Abel. Abel is dead, yet in that
offering he now speaks. The law was
aschool-master. Atthe time appointed

of God, Jesus Christ came into the
world to swallow up types and shad-
ows in himself, and to remove the
ceremonies which pointed to him, to
fulfill all that had been written of him,
and that had been represented in of-
ferings and ceremonies. “But when
the fullness of time had come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the
law.” Who was under the law? The
bride, the Lamb’s wife. Why then was
not the law executed upon her, and
she consigned to everlasting woe?
She has a Mediator who appears as
her husband, and Paul said, The law
knoweth not a woman which hath an
husband, and what the Scriptures
before us point to, is the full manifes-
tation that Christ is the Husband, or
Bridegroom of the church, which is
composed not of Jews only, but of
Gentiles also; and God hath visited
the Gentiles to take out from among
themapeopleforhis name. The church
is not composed of all of either, but of
a people out of both, and Jesus ap-
pears in the flesh between the two; in
the end of the Jewish world or
economy, and in the beginning of the
christian, when the Gentiles are called
and the church is gathered under the
latter. “That in the dispensation of
the fullness oftimes he might gather
togetherinone, all things in Christ,
bothwhich arein heaven,andwhich
areonearth,eveninhim.” Thatcon-
solidated lady is the election of grace,
and figuratively speaking is the bone
of Christ’s bone, and the flesh of his
flesh. We here find a bride which was
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in Christ before the world began. Hav-
ing thus found abridegroom and bride,
we will attempt to follow them in their
nuptials and fellowship. David in pre-
sentinginthe most clear and beautiful
manner, the setting up of the gospel
kingdom in the earth, and in present-
ing Christ, his doctrine and ordi-
nances, as taught by the apostles,
and his manifested union with the
church as the Bridegroom, breaks
forth in strains almost seraphic,
thus, "The heavens declarethe glory
ofGod, and the firmament sheweth
thy handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. There is
no speech nor languagewhere their
voice is not heard. Their line is
gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end ofthe world.
In them he has set a tabernacle for
the sun, which is as a bridegroom
coming out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a
race.” Here the most stupendous,
beautiful and amazing glory ever seen
by the natural eye, is brought forward
as a comparison of the glory of Christ
in the church, in their union as bride-
groom and bride. The heavens with
their constellations, which declare the
wisdom, power and glory of the creat-
ing God, are referred to, and they are
but feeble figures, to portray the glory
of God, in the church, through Christ
Jesus our Lord. Age after age rolls on,
and in all the multitude of planets,
sun, moon and stars, no jargon nor
failure occurs. Each one travels on-
wardinits allotted path, and owns and
proclaims the sovereign hand of God,

which notonly created them, butwhich
also bears them up, in their onward
march, and in the performance of the
affairs for which they were severally
created. The life and light of patri-
archs, prophets, apostles and all
christians, dwells in Christ the Sun of
righteousness. What power in earth
or hell, can retard the march of the
sun, or frustrate the office work of his
glory, or who, or what can resist the
effectual and all-powerful action of
his rays? He rises in the east to per-
form the office of the day, and no
earthly power can stop him. Until man
can do this, let him not think that he
can master or resist Christ, the sun’s
maker; for Jesus is no less powerful
in one thing than he is in all things.
The sun is brought forward as the
strongestfigure in the creation of God,
by which to represent the glory and
power of Christ in the church, as her
never-failing fountain of light and
warmth to every branch and member
thereof. As all the smaller lights and
planets are dependent for their light
on the sun, sois all the church depen-
dent on Christ, who as a bridegroom
cometh out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a
race. “Let the Bridegroom go forth
of his chamber.” Here we must re-
ceive the word chamberin afigurative
sense, and consideritin that sensein
whichthe spirit ofinspiration has used
it. We are not satisfied from the Scrip-
tures, that it is applied to any one act
of Christ, or that he should here be
separated from the entire race of his
Mediatorial goings forth, but rather a
place of rest from his goings forth of
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old, and his work under the law, and
that place of rest from whence he
comes forth to preside manifestly as
Head in the church; for we are not only
told of the eternal purpose of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord, but we are also
informed as to the consummation of
it. “To the intent that now unto
principalities and powers in heav-
enly places, might be knownby the
church the manifold wisdom of
God, according to the eternal pur-
pose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” To what then does
this manifold wisdom and purpose
refer? To the salvation of the church,
which is composed of both Jews and
Gentiles, whichwas notknowninother
ages, thatthe Gentiles should be made
fellow-heirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of his power in Christ,
by the gospel; but when Christ came
this truth was made manifest, and he
took the church out from among both
Jews and Gentiles and into a mani-
fested union with himself. But when
was the appointed time for this wed-
ding, as ourLord inone of his parables
calls it? The time came on the death of
the law, the first husband, and then
Christ “the Bridegroom went forth
of his chamber,” and we are now
introduced to the doctrine of Christ,
and the ordinances of the christian, or
gospel church. The Bridegroom not
only came in accordance with the pur-
pose and covenant of God, but in that
purpose and covenant was embraced
the appointed way in which he should
come, and when and how this mani-
fested union should be consum-
mated. By referring to the Levitical

priesthood, we may, perhaps, find
some figurative opening to the cham-
ber, and the Bridegroom in his com-
ing forth of it. “For these Levites, the
four chief porters, were in their set
office, and were over the chambers
and treasuries of the house of God,
and they lodged round about the
house of God, because the charge
was upon them, and the opening
thereof every morning pertained to
them.” We read also in the gospel, of
a porter who opened to Christ. As the
priesthood made is changed, there is
also of necessity a change of the law,
and as Christ is the High Priest over a
different house, which has different
laws, so are all things pertaining to it
different. New laws and new ordi-
nances are instituted, and Christ, or
the Bridegroom, comes forth in these,
and was preceded by the friend of the
Bridegroom, even the porter who
opened to him, and Jesus was bap-
tized of John the Baptist, in the river of
Jordan, and the Bridegroom estab-
lished this as an ordinance through
which believers pass into the visible
church here below. We deem the con-
clusion tenable that this chamber has
some reference to that doctrine, and
those ordinances in which Christ and
the church came together in union
and fellowship, as Bridegroom and
bride. We believe also that the parable
of the ten virgins has an application
here. “Then shall the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins
which took their lamps and went
forth to meet the Bridegroom. And
five of them were wise, and five of
them were foolish. They that were
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foolish took their lamps, and took
no oil with them. But the wise took
oilin theirvessels with their lamps.
While the bridegroom tarried they
all slumbered and slept. And at
midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh;
go ye out to meet him. And the
foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone
out.” In the first place then, what is
this parable applied to, and upon what
subject was the Savior instructing his
disciples? We think he was instruct-
ing them in relation to that kingdom
which he was about to set up in the
world, and as itis a spiritual kingdom,
he is not a Jew who is one outwardly,
neither is circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh,and as forms and
ceremonies of the Jews was all the
foolish virgins possessed, they could
not enterin with the bridegroomto the
marriage. An open distinction is now
made between law and grace, between
Moses and Christ, and none need say
now, We have Abraham for our father,
for Moses is dead and the fathers are
fallen asleep. The time also when the
bridegroom came, favors this posi-
tionalso. The cry was atmidnight. The
legal dispensation is now at an end,
and the gospel day is dawning. Mid-
night closes up the old day, and brings
in a new one, and this midnight was
the close of the Jewish economy, and
the introduction of the christian. In
what way then does the bride meet, or
go, into the marriage with the bride-
groom? Those who do go inwith Christ
areregenerated persons, born of God,
born of the Spirit and water, and have

Christ within (the light) the hope of
glory. John the Baptist came preach-
inginthe wilderness of Judea, saying,
Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven
is athand. He was the messengerwho
was sent before the Messenger of the
covenant, to prepare the way of the
Lord, and make his paths straight.
Believers came to him and were bap-
tized, and this ordinance was estab-
lished as a standing one for all time to
come in the church of God, which is
the ground and pillar of truth. While it
admits all into the visible church who
submit to it upon a profession of their
faith in Christ, it shuts out all who do
not, and the Pharisees rejected the
counsel of God against themselves,
not being baptized of John. Hence it
appears evident to us that the cham-
ber of which the Bridegroom went
forth has an important connection,
and sustains a close relation, to the
doctrine and ordinances of the gospel
of Christ. There is a figure found in
Nehemiah, which seems to have a
bearing upon this point, said
Nehemiah, “And I came to Jerusa-
lem, and understood the evil that
Eliashib did for Tobiah, in prepar-
ing him a chamber in the courts of
the house of God.And it grieved me
sore: therefore I cast forth all the
household stuff of Tobiah out of
the chamber. Then I commanded,
and they cleansed the chambers;
and thither brought I again the
vessels of the house of God, with
the meat offering and the frankin-
cense.” Now what is it which sepa-
rates all the false religious combina-
tionsinthe world, fromthe true church
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in her worship? It is their household
stuff, their false doctrine, false ordi-
nances and organizations. If Tobiahis
rejected, and not allowed to assist in
building the wall, his next effort is to
get the chamber of the house fur-
nished with his stuff. But it is the duty
of the servants of the Lord to cast it
forth into the world from whence it
came, and where it belongs. Perhaps
David had his eye upon this subject
when he said, “Their land brought
forth frogs in abundance in the cham-
bers of their kings.” If these frogs, as
in other places, represent those un-
clean spirits which have gone forth
into all the earth, we cannot fail to
discover the force of its application.
They were not brought forth in the
chamber ofwhich the bridegroomwent
forth, but in the chambers of their
kings. There never was a scarcity of
them, and at this time there is such an
abundance of them that they are leap-
ing from swamp to swamp, and from
one mud hole to another, and find all
the markets already clogged. But to
return to the guest-chamber. It is an
upper room, furnished with the ves-
sels and lights, and is where Jesus
eats the passover with his disciples.
In relation to the chamber of which
Christ went forth, we do not wish to
confine the expression exclusively to
the ordinances and order ofthe house;
but would embrace in a summary
manner, his mediatorial work, life,
death, resurrection and ascension,
and appearing from the holy of holies,
and dwelling in his church. But as the
expression occurs in the text, there

appears to be more particular refer-
ence to the manifested union of Christ
and the church in gospel order, and
the fellowship and enjoyment therein.
He went forth and established the
things referred to, and they must re-
main for all time to come, as the estab-
lished laws and order of the church
and her government. When the High
Priest under the law had gone into the
most holy place, and finished the
atonement, he then came out and ap-
peared to the people, and the bless-
ings of that typical atonement were
then enjoyed. Christ has not entered
into the holy place made with hands,
but into heaven itself, to appear in the
presence of God for the church, for he
entered there by his own blood, hav-
ing obtained eternal redemption for
us, and fromthence he appears to her.
“Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many, and unto them
that look for him shall he appear
the second time without sin unto
salvation.” “Let the Bridegroom go
forth of his chamber, and the bride
out of her closet.” They both went
forth at the same time. The apostle
has told us that the bride or churchis
the body of Christ. We have already
referred to Adam and Eve, as a figure
upon this point. When Adam was
formed, Eve was in him, but she was
not yet made manifest in her indi-
vidual person. And it was not the form
of a marriage ceremony which consti-
tuted theirrelationship. Theirrelation-
ship was vital, and consisted in their
one life, and itis notthe outward act of
the marriage of Christ and the church
which constitutes their vital union;
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but their marriage is an acknowledg-
ment and declaration of relationship
which existed before time began. This
bride was made for the Bridegroom,
and she is destined to dwell for a time
upon the earth as a bride, to manifest
and shew forth the praises of her Lord.
She is commanded forth out of her
closet, which appears to be a secret
place. Yes, she is called out, "0 my
dove, that art in the clefts of the
rock, in the secret places of the
stairs, let me see thy countenance.”
Here is not only a call or command to
her which carries power with it, but
the language describes the place
where she is. She is in the clefts of the
rock, inthe secret places of the stairs.
Her life is hid with Christ in God, and
in this marriage there is a manifesta-
tion of it. But how came she in the
clefts of the rock, and in the secret
places of the stairs? But even had
there been a rock, and no clefts or
secret places in it, there would have
been no place of refuge and safety in
it for the dove, the church. God laid
the rock, and made the clefts and
secret places of the stairs, and put the
church therein, and covered her with
his hand while his glory passed by; for
he had declared that no man should
see his face and live; and being thus
secured in Christ, she can talk face to
face with God and live. “And it shall
come to pass while my glory
passeth by, that I will put thee in
the cleft of a rock, and will cover
thee with my hand, while I pass
by.” The bride is not commanded to
come out of Christ, neither do we
understand this rock to be the closet

out of which she goes; but it is the
place from whence her countenance
is seen, and her voice is heard, and
sheis brought out of the secret places
of the stairs, so far that it is made
manifest that she is an inhabitant of
the rock. The countenance is to be
seen, and not covered with the veil.
Sheis to be seen by her husband, not
through the veiled drapery of the law,
but with open face she beholds the
glory of the Lord, and is changed from
the image, or glory of the law, into the
image and glory of Christ, which bursts
from him in floods of ravishing glory.
Her countenance is comely: it is like
the countenance of the Bridegroom,
for she is changed from image to im-
age, into the same glory. And she is
now told that the law holds no more
dominion over her; that the law is
dead, and she is now to look to Christ,
the living Husband, for the law has no
more dominion over her than the de-
ceased husband, whose body has
mouldered to dust, has overthe widow
who was once his bride. Her husband
is dead, and has passed away, and
sheisthereforeloosedfromthe law of
her husband. “"Know ye not, breth-
ren, (for I speak to them that know
the law,) how that the law hath
dominion over aman as long as he
liveth.”We are thus taught that Christ
was made under the law, and remained
under ituntil his death; but having laid
down his life in obedience to its de-
mands, and having taken it again, "He
has become the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that
believeth.” He arose from the dead,
beyond it, and is no more subjecttoit.
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“For he that is dead is freed from
sin. Now, if we be dead with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live
with him; knowing that Christ, be-
ing raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more domin-
ion over him. Forinthat he died, he
died unto sin once; but in that he
liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise
reckon ye also yourselves to be
deadindeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” The church both died androse
in Christ, else what did the apostle
mean when he said, "If we be dead
with him, we shall also live with
him?”Christis emphatically declared
to be the life of the church; and when
he laid down his life, he laid down
hers; and when he took up his life
again, he took up hers also, and the
church stands identifed with Christin
life, death and resurrection, and all
believers are exhorted by the apostle
to reckon themselves to be dead with
Christ, and alive with him. Now, this
being the case, the bride is com-
manded to go forth out of her closet,
and to be joined to another husband
(as thelawis deadto her,) andlive and
walk with the Bridegroom, in the doc-
trine and ordinances of the gospel.
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also
are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ, that ye should be
married to another, even to him
who is raised from the dead, that
we should bring forth fruit unto
God.” The Bridegroom has a house
prepared where he dwells with his
bride, and she with him. He is the
builder of his house, which is the

church; and he did not commence it
without first counting the cost, and
without knowing that he is able to
finish it. None will ever be able to say
in truth, this man began to build a
house, but was not able to finish it.
The advocates of the free-will system
say that Christ made an atonement
sufficient for all mankind, and he has
done all he can to save them, but free-
will and the devil together have proved
too powerful for him, and the house is
not as large as it otherwise would
have been. They acknowledge that
the Scriptures declare that he has all
power in heaven and in earth, but
somehow or other free agency has
gained the ascendency, and the devil
isrejoicing over the failure, and Christ
is mourning in heaven, because sin-
ners will not be saved. Perhaps it is
sin for us to follow the advocates of
this system in their consummate ig-
norance and high-handed blasphemy;
we therefore turn from them. The
atonement was effectual, and. it was
perfect in all its propositions for the
church; the foundation was designed
for the house, and the house for the
foundation, and all power in heaven
and earthis inthe hands of Christ, and
is exercised by himin triumphin build-
ing this house, which groweth up into
an holy temple in the Lord, for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.
And here the Son presents his bride to
the Father without spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing. And the Father is well
pleased with the bride of his Son, for
she is the one whom he hath chosen
for his Son Jesus Christ. The Son is
well pleased with her, for his love to
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her was such that he laid down his life
for her; and she loves him because he
first loved her, and hath given himself
forher, redeemed herfromall iniquity,
hath washed and purified her, and
brought her into his banqueting-
house, and spread his banner of love
over her. He illumes her with his
charms, and she sees a loveliness in
him which she never saw in any other
one, and here, in the house of God,
Father, Son and bride dwell in heav-
enly fellowship and sweet delight. But
what is this house for, and of what
material is it composed? ‘Ye also, as
lively stones, are built up a spiri-
tual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God, by Jesus Christ.” But
some people think the church is a
place to make christians, or regener-
ate sinners, and to create organiza-
tions and institutions; to devise ways
and means for the salvation of the
world, and thus help the Lord do his
work. The work of salvation is already
complete, and what remains is the
personal manifestation of it, to the
saved. And the church of God is for
the offering up of spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
Here the bride offers the praise and
gratitude of her heart, and such is the
glory andlove revealed through Christ
unto her, that if she were to hold her
peace, the stones would cry out. The
whole worship of the churchis a con-
tinual offering of thanksgiving and
praise to God and the Lamb. To them
are all the ascriptions of praise. The
Bridegroom and bride sometimes
commune together, and speak face to

face. And what do we hear? The voice
of joy, and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the Bridegroom, and the voice
of the bride, the voice of them that
shall sing praise to the Lord of hosts,
for the Lord is good, and his mercy
endurethforever. Here the Bridegroom
and bride dwell and sup together. God
in Christ, and Christinthem, and there
is a perfection in one, and out of this
perfection of beauty hath God shined.
The bride says, "I will greatly re-
Joice in the Lord; my soul shall be
Joyfulinmy God; for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation,
he hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments,
and as a bride adorneth herself
with jewels.” Once she could not
rejoice, for she was the down-crushed
and disconsolate mourner, shewasin
the dust of the earth, a poor, filthy
beggar; but the Lord has taken her
from the dust of the earth, and from
the dunghill, has clothed her with a
change of raiment, seated her among
princes, and given her the throne of
glory; and now at the King’s right
hand sits the queen in the gold of
Ophir, and she is to remember her
poverty no more, for she is heir of all
things. This fills her heart with grati-
tude to her Lord, and she delights in
serving him, for he hath done great
things for her, whereof she is glad.
She hath neither disposition nor right
to usurp authority over her husband,
and if she will know anything, she
learns of him. She respects his law,
rules and government, and would
tremble at the thought of instituting
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laws for him. And while the daughters
of Babylon are busily engaged in their
ways, and are disregarding the au-
thority and order of Christ, she is seen
like the lily among the thorns, and she
has no more fellowship for, nor affin-
ity with them, than the lily has to do
with producing the fruit of the thorn-
bush; and men do not gather grapes
of thorns, nor figs of thistles. The
church is not dependent on the world
and human means for her support, for
she dwells with, and is supported by
her husband; and it would be both
unchaste and unlawful for her to de-
spise his laws, and look to others for
support, while she has ahusband who
abounds in wealth and love to her. He
delights in her: “Let me hear thy
voice, for it is sweet.” The high
praises of God are in her mouth; she
speaks the doctrine of Christ; she
tells of his wonderful love and works;
she dwells on electing love and com-
forting grace, and like one of old who
had been dumb, when loosed immedi-
ately praises God. But what is it to
praise God? Is it to tell the world how
much she has done for the Lord, and
to tell the Lord how much she will do
for him? Nothing of this character is
found in the theme of the bride. But
like the servant of the Lord to whom
we have already referred, she praises
God and says, “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, for he hath visited
andredeemed his people, and hath
raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spake by the mouth of his
holy prophets, which have been
since the world began.” “To per-

form the mercy promised to our
fathers, and to remember his holy
covenant.” The voice of the bride is
heard in the song of redemption, and
in praise of covenant mercy received.
The bride is also to let her counte-
nance be seen by the Bridegroom. As
has been observed, the veil of the law
has been taken from her, and she
stands before her Lord with openface.
But why is her countenance comely?
Because it is Christlike; God predes-
tinated the church to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be
the first-born among many brethren.
Christ is in every believer the hope of
glory, and where he is in person, his
image and Spirit will be made mani-
fest. Whatis itto be achristian? Itis to
be like Christ. But Adam, or old na-
ture, is quite unlike him. But the new
man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness, is
the christian, or that person orimage
to which the term applies; and he is
after the image of him that created
him. We have found the “Bridegroom
has gone forth of his chamber, and
the bride out of her closet,” and the
voice ofthe Bridegroom, and the voice
of the bride have been heard, and the
bride is still saying, O come, let us
singunto the Lord, let us make a joyful
noise unto the Rock of our salvation.
The Bridegroom and the bride have
met and are joined in fellowship in the
house of God, and the fellowship of
the bride is with the Father, and with
the Son, and they dwell togetherin the
unity of the Spirit and bonds of peace,
and she delights to walk in the doc-
trine and ordinances of the gospel, in
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that pattern in ordinances and order
which Christ established by his ex-
ample, and in this she walks humbly
with God, and his presence is her
greatest joy. But we cannot enjoy his
presence in any ordinances or order
which he has not established. Al-
though believers may enjoy the joys
of salvation, who have not walked in
the ordinances, but there is an addi-
tional and peculiar delight and enjoy-
ment in keeping the ordinances as
they were delivered to us, which is
found in no other paths, hence it is
said, in keeping the commands there
is great reward. The reward is not for
keeping the commands, but in the
thing itself; and the delight or reward
is in it, and not for it. The person who
is hungry delights in eating a good
meal, and’it ie the meal itself which
gives the delight, and notthe act of his
eating, for if the meal were poisonous
and sickening it could afford him no
delight. The bride is disgusted with all
human doctrines and ordinances, for
they are of earthly origin, and their
glory can never rise above their foun-
tain, and they are also, inreality, in op-
position to, and at war with, those
ordinances which were established,
and that doctrine which embraces him
whom her soul loves.

Dear brethren, may we ever be en-
abled to contend earnestly for the
faith which was once delivered to the
saints, may we stand fastin the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not again entangled with the
yoke of bondage. May we ever be
enabled to realize that our Maker is
our Husband. May we ever abideinthe

doctrine of Christ; for he that hath the
Father, hath the Son. But if any come
unto us having not this doctrine, we
are forbidden to receive theminto our
houses (churches), or to bid them
Godspeed; for he that biddeth them
Godspeed is partaker of their sins.
Middletown, N. Y., July 15, 1854.

Elder Gilbert Beebe

WILKES-BARRE, Pa., July 26, 1864.

4| EAR BROTHER BEEBE: As |
W d| lookoverthisitappears tome
as though but little has been told, and
that in a very inadequate manner. |
have not succeeded in telling what |
wantto, and sometimes Ifeel as though
my experience amounts to but little
anyway in comparison with that of
others; except the last part, in which |
think | cannot be mistaken.
| have been back at my business
about a month, a solitary but a very
happy Old School Baptist. My peace
and comfort have been almost unbro-
ken, exceptby the continual evidences
of my sinful heart. Even these, how-
ever, have been made to strengthen,
rather than weaken my trust. When my
evildisposition, whichlalmostthought
the word of peace had put down for-
ever, first manifested itself after | had
received my hope in Jesus, | was
startled, shocked, and for a while |
feared and grieved very much. [ said to
myself, “| am a sinner yet! My hope is
not good, and | can never have an-
other, for this is the only way.” In an
instant the words came to me, “"He is
the end of the law for righteous-
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ness.” And | was comforted. But oh,
how humble | was before the Lord.

Thus my dear Saviour was near me
to keep me from falling, teaching me
that in his righteousness | had hope.
My hope seems to have grappled a
very solid rock, and all the troubles
that can surge around me, and even
the greatest of all sorrows on account
of sin, however much they may toss
me, do not seem able to shake or
disturb the deep gladness of my soul,
any more than the winds can affect the
depths of the ocean. My joy cannot be
accounted for by any of the circum-
stances of my life. The earth did not
give me that hope, and cannot take it
away.

I have been led into the knowledge
of the scriptures as much as is for my
good. Sometimes when seeing so
much in them which | cannot under-
stand, | have prayed that they might
be opened to me. But when light falls
upon one passage of scripture, it al-
most dazzles me. What would | do if
the whole scriptures were opened
before me at once !

One evening, while reading in He-
brews, feeling lonely, and wishing for
the companionship of some of the
Lord’s people, it was suddenly shown
to me that | had come unto Mt. Zion,
and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem; and for a time |
felt thatl was in the general assembly
and ehureh of the First Born, and could
reach out my arms with equal love to
all the redeemed, whether in heaven,
or still on earth. It was a glorious joy.
| cannot have much greater, | think,
while in this world. It was the first time

I had really felt whatitis to be afellow-
eitizen with the saints, to be one with
the household of God, part here and
part above, but all having one delight,
one blessed work, singing praises to
our dear Redeemer.

It is a delightful thing when we have
had new experiences and new
thoughts inregard to divine things, so
incomprehensible, so wonderful, to
our minds that we almost hesitate,
and but tremblingly accept the joy
they bring, lest they may be only our
own dreamings, so slow are we to
believe that the Spirit would show the
things of Jesus to such as we; how
surprisingly delightful to see or hear
the same experiences and thoughts
expressed by others whom we never
saw or heard before, far more clearly
than we could have expressed them.

May grace be with allthose who love
the Lord in sincerity, and may peace
and joy and love with faith abound
unto all the saints.

Your brother affectionately,
SILAS H. DURAND.

November 12.

“He that spared not has own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely
give us all things? — ROMANS viii.
32.

| HAVE thought sometimes of
g 8| the sweet figure of Solomon,
as a type of Christ, in his royal munifi-
cence to the queen of Sheba. We read
of him that he “gave unto the queen
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‘of Sheba all her desire,- whatso-
ever she asked, beside that which
Solomon gave her of his royal
bounty.” So our Royal Benefactor
gives more to the sons of men than is
in their heart to ask for. And what he
gives, he gives freely, out of his royal
bounty. As freely as the rain drops
from the sky; as freely as the sun
casts forth his glorious beams and
ripens the fruits of the field; as freely
as the wind courses over the earth; as
freely as the dew drops uponthe morn-
ing grass; so free are the gifts of God
to his Church and people. Indeed, in
giving Christ God gave everything.
The Apostle declares, he “hath
blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ.”
We must never look upon spiritual
blessings as broken fragments of the
love of God, mere shreds and patches,
scattered crumbs, waifs and strays,
like floating pieces of some ship-
wrecked vessel; but we must look on
the blessings of the gospel as all
storedupin Christ ourcovenant Head.
Whatever is given, is given out of
Christ, in whom it hath pleased the
Father that all fulness should dwell;
and it is by virtue of union to him, and
out of his fulness, that all these bless-
ings are received. How can we lift up
our thoughts—how raise up our
hearts—adequately to conceive of the
gift of God’s only-begotten Son—his
eternal Son—the Son of the Father

in truth and love—given out of the

bosom of God that he might become
incarnate, suffer, bleed, and die; and
by a suffering life and meritorious
death offer a sacrifice acceptable to
God, a sacrifice whereby the sins of
God’s people were for ever put away.
The grand source of all the admiration
and adoration and the eternal bless-
edness of the saints, will be the holy
enjoyment of the mystery of an incar-
nate God. The incarnation of the sec-
ond Person in the glorious Trinity—
the eternal Son of the eternal Father—
his taking human nature into union
with his own divine Person—will be
the mystery that will ravish the hearts
and fill the lips of God’s saints with an
endless theme of admiration and joy
through the countless ages of eter-
nity.

Elder J.C. Philpot
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OBITUARIES

GORDON A. EANES

p ¥ | rother Gordon was born April
2 .4 23,1928 and passed away on
August 21, 1998. Services were held
on Sunday at 2 PM, August 23, 1998 at
Salem Church with his pastor Elder
Hale Terry and Elder Larry
Hollandsworth officiating with inter-
ment in the Wilson Cemetery.

He was survived by his wife Gladys
Vest Eanes, four sons and daughters-
in-law; Gerald and Rita Eanes, Bruce
and Dreama Eanes, Earsel and Tammy
Eanes, and Darrell and Lisa Eanes.
Six grandchildren, one step grand-
child and one sister, Edna Janney.

Brother Gordon was a faithful
attender to his church He came out
many times when he truly didn’t feel
like it, so we the church, feel he fought
a good fight, finished his course and
kept his faith. We all miss him very
much but would not desire him back
to suffer again. Blessed be the Lord
that giveth life and blessed be Him
that taketh for He does all things ac-
cording to His will in His own good
time.

Written in love by request:
Mary Poff, clerk

LOCIE VEST LAWRENCE

ister Locie was bom May 21,

8| 1894 and passed away July
30 1998 makmg her stay here on earth
104 years. She was preceded in death

by her husband, Brother Percy
Lawrence. She leaves one brother,
Harvey Vest and several nieces and
nephews to mourn her loss. Services
for Sister Locie were held at 11 A.M.
Saturday August 1,1998 at Salem
Church with her pastor, Elder Hale
Terry officiating. She was laid to rest
in the Restvale Cemetery. Sister Locie
was very special to me. She looked
forward to her church meetings when
she was able to attend. After going
into the nursing home her church was
upper most on her mind. In visiting
her, she would always ask about the
church meetings and about how her
brethren were getting along. She mani-
fested agreat love for her church. She
believed the gospel doctrine of salva-
tion by the grace of God. We are sad-
dened by her passing but feel confi-
dent that our loss is her eternal gain.

Written by one who loved her,
Mary Poff

ELLA CONNER SIMPKINS

8l n September 9, 1998, at the
=] age of 90, my dear sister Ella
Conner passed away at her home in
Roanoke, VA,
. She was a quiet, soft spoken and
loving person. The guiding force in
her life was her reverence to God, and
herprayers that she would be submis-
sive to his will.

She was the widow of Brother Frank
Simpkins. Once she told me that she
tried to pray that there would be some-
one to share her life and her love for
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the church. The next Sunday morning
she waited for the train to Baltimore to
go to church, and there sat Brother
Frankwaiting to go to the same church.
She felt later to see the hand of the
Lord in this matter, and they were
blessed to have awonderful marriage.
- Ella taught school for one year, but
decided to go to Washington to work
for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions under J. Edgar Hoover; she
worked there until her retirement.

While in Manassas, VA, Sister Ella
and Brother Frank entertained many
Baptist from all over the country. Al-
though they were not members of the
Church at that time, they were faithful
in their support to those churches
near them. No one could have been
more caring forthese churches needs.

They moved back to Roanoke, VA in
1968. Again their home became a ha-
ven for the Brethren and friends, see-
ing to their comforts; but much more
a place to talk on spiritual things and
rejoice. Sister Ella and Brother Frank
were well-versed in the Bible and one
of their joys was talking about spiri-
tual matters.

They were received into the fellow-
ship of Dan River Primitive Baptist
August 21, 1982. My father, Elder
David Spangler, baptized them that
afternoon. To all the Church members
who knew them, they were lovely mem-
bers.

Their support, loyalty, and love for
the Church will not be forgotten.

She attended the Church meetings
whenever and wherever she could,

and her great joy was to hear the
preaching, singing of the hymns, and
especially the warm fellowship one
with another. When she could not at-
tend church, she sentword and wanted
them to know she loved them.

Brother Frank was ill and confined
to his home for many years - her love
and devotion to him was such as no
one could forget. He passed away
June 7, 1992,

| visited her two days before her
passing. She wanted to know all about
the association at Laurel Creek. Then
she said, there will be no more meet-
ings here for me my time is near and |
long to go home. The smile on herface
was one | will never forget.

Funeral services were at Oakley's
Chapel in Roanoke, September 11,
1998, by her pastor, Elder Kenneth
Key and also, Elder Raymond Goad
with interment at Restvale Cemetery,
Floyd, VA. ’

Surviving her are fifteen nieces and
nephews, who helped care for her in
so many loving ways.

I miss her so much. We spent so
many wondeful hours discussing the
Church meetings, and each month the
articles in the "Signs" and spiritual
things. | loved her for Christ Sake, |
hope ; but | know she would say as my
father said, “Do not grieve for me; but
do not forget me.”

Written by request of Dan River
Church.

Mildred S. Graham
October 1998




