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IMPORTA rcE OF A ENLIGHTENED Ml ·1sTRY. 

"A BISHOP )1UST DE Al'T TO TEACH. 11-1 Tim. iii. 2. 

The epi tle containing this text was written by Paul to Timothy, his 
"owR son in the faith" a young mini ter. whom the Apo tle had left 
at Ephe u., that he :: might charg some, that they teach no other doc-
trine, neilher give heed to fable and end!ess t'Yenealogie , ,vhich min• 
ister que~tion , rather than <Todly etlifyina: which i in faith." 

The third chap. contain~ a minute and clear de cription of tbt! cha-
racter and qualification_ which a "Bishop" .. hould po_se~.. This 
term is employed by the. rew Testament writers to denote an officer of 
a Christian church. It ·igmfies orerseer. It i u_ed in the same sense 
as the term elder. "I left thee in Crete," said Paul to Titus, "that 
thou shoulde t ordain elder in every city :-If any be blnmele. s &c. 
for a bishop mu. t be blamele as the steward of God.' -Tit. i. 5-7. 
If the term elder and bishop denote the aroe officer, this language is 
perfectly intelli~ible and appropriate otherwi e, it i inexplicable.-
Why in direction concernin~ the ordination of cltler , hould the Apos-
tles d -.cribc the qualification~ of a bishop, if the term am not ynony-
moms? Every teacher, or pastor, or elder of a Christian church, is a 
"bi hop " in the Apostolic sen e. 

A "bi hop1' i required to po sess, among other essential qualifi• 
cation , "Aptne s to Teach." 

I ball endeavor to how, 
I. What is includP.d in this qualification ;-anJ, 
II. Its importance. 
1. I will attempt lo e:rplarn 1chat is implzed in the e.rptession, "Apt to 

Teach." 
Aptne~ to .teach i . man who is himself igno-

rant cannot m truct others. Tht L the deci ion of common en e. 
"If the blind lead the blind, both ~hall fall into the ditch." fatt. xv. 
14. This i the dictate of infinite wi dom. 

othin,,. can be more ab_urd than for a man unacquainted with th 
"fir t ~rinciple. of the oracle of God," to a ume the office of pirit-
~al ~u1de. A well might a per on horn blind attempt o gi in truc-
ttou in the att of paintini. 
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It is 11 iml1 .. p 11so}1 e, Lut u ur· t lr be < :.i,,c., • 
tea her. :1 uh read thew ril oj' God, m ti1P lanv uan-e • in 
orzginally wrilten. o tr n In. ion can be er ert: I o ver f L 

-:will lo e m:.ich of the beauty, piri an for e o • t'.c r 
should a chri 1i, n 'bi. h p' be t.lepend::rnt on f; .r e lclu 

he may h ve acces. to the fou tain of Divin truth 1 I concu \ itl 
the vicu nd minent Dr. \Yatt , that, " ... c rec an: m 1t J1 uld be 
thought worthy of the name of a _oli divine, or a kilful rr cher-
unle~ he has..,_ pretty good kn wledge f tl e •. •k." 

2. '· Artn s to teach'' inrl de- afacililyofcommunicatingl.nouledge. 
All who po:, e::::, knowleuge a e not qu. lifiecl tote ch. A I n may I os-

es a, igorcu:, and cultiyat d mind a _ound jud; ent 1 rich store oLcri -
tural knowledge, a cl ard nt piety, and yet l c in" ·elf-po sc ion an 
easy st_ le, or a di,tinct voice, he may be unfit for th pi-.ropal office. 

A.n ea)y an<l ,/ i tine!. arrangement of id fl i n ed ul in i ,rnrtiag 
in trnction. Every ennon l,ould he dir cted to s me end; the lu i-
dation of an obscure text, the confirmation of an important truth, the 
enforcement of n. duty, the repr of of a , ice, or the refutation of an er-
ror. To thi·· point every ar(l'ument, everr illu_t,ation: and every :en-
tence J10uld tend. Bv tlti metl od an impre ion di tine , <l ep, abid-
ing and u eful may be ·made. . . ny ermon • appear to ha,·-e no other 
<le-igr. than to occupy, or rather, to wa~te the "ime of the hearer , and 
to prove that the preach r c n utter ·ord:,. o plan i ado ted, no 
argument i fini bed, and no train of thought i pur ued: the ideas re-
~emble particle· of du t ma whirl\'ind; or the labyrinth:, of a dun-
geon in which tli be ilcl reel inmate , •antler in Yain to find a ch er-
ing ray. By uch confu ion, no }in-ht can be wh d, and no ~ood can be 
achieved. As rea._onably mirrht ve expect inner to be on\·erl c.l by 
the roaring of the wind, or th hummiu,.. of a bee, as by _uch non-
en~e. 

An appropriate Jtylc is e cntia l m the communication of knowledge. 
It is aid of an in pire<l t acher, ,: B u e lie ·a vi e he ~till taught 
the people knowleu«c: he ave rrood heed and ~ought out, and et in 
order many pro,·erb . The preacher ou_ht to find out a ·c >fable 
11:.orrls, :rnd that which ,; a~ written , •a upright, ev n , ·ord of truth." 
Eccl. ii. 9, 10. Tbouo-h the '·. pecch and preaching," o Paul, a he 
informs us, ,: were not with enticino- ,. ords of man' , •i dom ! ' yet, 
he "u_etl great plainne of _peech.:' R ad the di cou of our a-
viour. How imple ! h w pathetic! how arand i the wlc ! The lan-
guage of the pulpit, in imitation of the.:e illu triou ~;mple , hould 
be ea y without vul"arity; diCTnified, ithout affectation; mild , ·ithout 
timidity; and bold ·ithout rn hne -;. It _hould be sucb as become a 
dying man in God' presence-spea ··ng in od's name, to dying and 
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II. I will nozc en lear:our t • rtanc of tM g alifica'ion. 
It importance will ap car tion t lite mu <le ign d to 

be gained by the epi.:copal office. 
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~mtble is this wrl of the gospel mini try! conceive, if you can, ny 
brethren, the value of an immortal soul; the o<liou ness of in; the 
terror· of the worm which never die , and of the fire which is never 
quenched; and the brightness of that .Jory which awaits the servants 
of Christ, then you will be prepared to e timate the 'importance 
of the conversion of sinners." But thi- o1>ject cannot be allain d '1f.ith-
cut the" ability lo teach." The mind- of inners mu_t be enlightened; 
their objections an w ered; their sophisms <lb. ipate<l; their pr •ju dices 
!lubdued; their slumberinrr con~ciences arou:-:ed; and their affections 
won. The citadel, in which they are defenue<l, must be stormed by the 
resistless weapon of truth and rea on. Surely, ,: he that winneth ouls 
is wise." And the rro pel mini ter ha need to be "tLorourrhly furni::,h-
ed;'' "wi e a a serpent;'' « ell in tructeu in the my _terics of the king-
dom of heaven." 

2. The edification arul corn.fort of the church is another encl of the 
Ghristian ministry. Chri·t said to Peter, "Feed my lambs: Feed my 
sheep." This command wa not peculiar to Peter. ,vhen Chri t; the 
great Shepherd, a ccnded on high, he ga Te, with some extraordinary 
officers, "pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the aint·, for the 
work of the mmistry, for the edifyi~rr of the body of Chri t.n Eph. 
iv. 11, 12. 'In perfect accordance with the design of the Sa ·iour in 
bestowing "pa.tors and teachers,' the apo~tle exhorted the " elder " 
of "Ephesus:'' "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseer ," or bi-
shops, " to feed the church of God, which he hath purcha_ed with his 
own blood." Acts. xx. 28. ro church can prosper without a pa tor 
"after God's heart." Like a flock in the mountain, without a shep-
herd, they will be scattered and wasted. But with a "faithful" bi-hop 
"able to teach other ," a church may be expected like a ,.,.arden ,·ell 
watered and cultivatecl, to flourish, nd bring forth much fruit. They 
will increase in knowledge and wi dom, in purity and loveline s, in 
zeal and u efulness: in a word, they will "attain to the mea ure of the 
stature of the fulnes of Christ." To the importance of tlli object tbo_e 
can bear testimony whose heart· have been refreshed, trenithened and 
establi hed in the anctuary. But, ' Aptne to tea h" is obviously 
needed for the attainment of thL end. \Vithout it, ho 'can the doubt 
of the saints be di pelled; their mind stored with u:--ef ul truth; their 
hearts fortified against temptation; their follies reproved and corrected; 
their affections refined and elevated; and their ener<Tie • directed to the 
mo t valuable purposes. 

3. The refutati@ of rrorsi the third object of tlte go p l ministry. 
Error have prevailed m all a"'es of the church of God. E •ery im-
portant truth of Revelation has been denied or perverted, either b • 



·eak or wicked m -· L ' being ignorant of God' rig 
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have rejected the light of Revelation,-t e h 
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plete the climax of ah.:::urdity and impiety, affirm 't no od.o 
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rather than light.'' e t] imilar err th bu i• 
ne. s of every chri ter are many unruly and vain 
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!iich they ourrht not for fil hy Jue _:• Tit. i. 9, 11. How very 
ne dful and imp rtant is this cork! injuriou ; mo t are 
dang rou ; and man: are f: I. T k aint , di tnrb 
clrnrches, upifr ... inn r .: and di hon errorv cannot be -re-
futed, without tlte '' Ability to T ach g nerally peciou ; 
pleasino- to carnal mind ; not unfreq _ ted by men of eni-
u and learning; fortified by the mo_t plau:ibl • ophi,m ; ven rable 
for their age; formidable hr the number, re pectability, and influence of 
..neir adh;rent~; and almo_t im·i • through the prejudi th y 
have enli ted, and the worldly they confer. The do!!lna of 
" tran ub tan iation:'' a tenet whi all the e nt d fiance, and 
iscarcely yield in ab urdity and impiety to athei m lf: i maintain-
ed by million- with a~ much tenacity a if it ere If-end n truth, 
Sur ly he •ho venture to attack ~uch error -and h ubound in th 
world-ha need to vie)d •ith a lrong hand "the sword of the pirit, 
which i the word of God.' 
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the miraculou::. conv r::,ion of Corncliu~, nnd hi::. rien<l , the ir ruih 
of the gospel among the 'en tile " they held their peacc"-their pre-
judices were slain, anJ their objectiou~ demoliJ1ed-" nu the: glon-
fieJ God, saying! then hath Goo al o to the Gentile· ;ranted repent-
ance unto lifo.1: God'- mercy, condescension, and foithfu1ne·s are dis-
played no less in the .. alvatio of a inner, than arc his ·wi dom, power, 
and rrran<leur in the creation of the world. But, I a k, my brethren, 
can God be honoreJ by the babbling of ignorance, the raYin"'::. of fa-
natici m, ot the effu._ions of vanity? To: it is a J::urd to think _o. By 
a plain, faithful, and earne t exhibition of truth-sacred and Diviue 
truth-God i- glorified. But, evidentlr: t1 utli cannot be tltus exhibit d 
1ritlzout the qualification 1chiclt i the su~ject oj thi· discourse 

Per hap n objector may a k :, hath not od chosen the fooli h 
things of the world to confound the wi.e?' I an wer, hrist cruci-
fied," or the go p 1, wa.- e_teemed, by 1hc 11rou<l and phiJoc:ophic :.reek,, 
"fooli hne,s." God cho e the thi ..,.s deemed among men fooli h, and 
weak, auJ base, to confound tho e who were wLc and min-hty in their 
own conceit. But can any rational man belic-vc the apo tle m ant to 
affirm, that the go pel ic; indeed foolishness, or that od employ igno-
rance and. tupiclity to promote hi.ci cause? Hear hi own ~- pl, nation 
of this subject. 'Howbeit ·we _p1:ak wisdom among them that 3re 
perfect,"-fully iu'ilructcd in the chrUian faith-' yet not the , i don 
of this world, nor of th~ prince- of tlu world th t come to nought: 
but we peak the wi dom of God in a my _tery, even the hidden wi dom 
vhich God ordained before the world, unto:our o-lor .' 1 or. ii. 6, 7. 

In conclu::.ion I will remark:-
1. lt i1> unwise to tltru t mzqunli.fica men i 1lo tlic c11iscopal o;[Ji.cc.-" A 

bi hop must be apt to teach." ,vc have no more right to di pen-e 
with this qualification in a bi hop than to permit him to ha-re n o 
wives. The r quirement and the prohiLition are equally plain and ob-
ligatory. God ha nc,t promi.ed to ble i~norance in building up 11· 
kingdom; and he will not do it. ·' Becau e thou ha t reject d ·no :i:-

ledge: I will also reject thee, tl at thou ::,halt be no priest to me." Hos. 
: 6. It a man doe not de-ire and eek a knowledn-e of acred .truth, 

he had better be a galley !:ilave than a preacher, and fill any place on 
thi sid p rdition, than the pulpit. ifany of our father in the rro_p ], 
iVithout liberal learning; were very u eful; but they prized ynow dge 
:-ind by per evering application remedied, in a mea ure, the defect of 
an early education. Such men were my ·enerated redece _or in 
the pa toral office, Lun~foru and Straughan. Exclud d in youth from 
the advanta.-YC of academic instruction, they ro e by native vioor of 
intellect, and unwearied dilicrencc, to the fir t di_tinction amonrr heir 
brethren; and many arc now living to be r testimon; to the efficac' 
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tion cannot fail to invigorate tlleir minds, and increase their zeal fot 
God. 

Permit me before I sit clown to addre s four cla::sscs of per_ons. 
1. Opposers.-lf any persons present oppose our efforts to educate 

young ministers, I , ,m refer them to the pru<lent counsel of Gamaliel, 
,: .1.:row I say unto you, refrain from these men, and ]et them alone; for 
if t]J.is coun~cl, or this wprk be of men, it will come to nought; but if 
it be of Goel: ye cannot O\'erthrow i , lest haply ye be found to fight, 
even against God." Acts ,. 3S, 3!). Your opposition may im·olvc 
yeu in con equences more serious than you are aware of. 

2. Christians cncrally. You should pray, my brethren, for an in-
crease of faithful mini ter . It i Gou· prcro~ tive to " end out ]a-

orcr into hi barv<.> t.'' He must awaken the de ire of u e(ulne_ ; 
'mpart useful gifts; furni h the means of improving them; and open 
he fiel<ls of labor. "Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that 

be will send forth la orers into hi~ harve.:t." 
r ou should, my chri tian friend..:, afford young ministers "facilitie 

for acquiring u eful l uo,,1 ledge." A they are bound to read and tu-
dy, it is your duty and pri\ilege to assist them. Look around you, my 
brethren. '' The fields are already white to harvest. The harve t 
truly is plenteous, but the laborer~ are few.'' l\1any .of our c rch s 
are de titute of pac;tors; larCTe sections of our own tat a without 
a recrular mini try; the worid licth, in a great degree, in , ickedne~~ ; 
nnd millions are perishing in heathen da kness. rr he unrepcaled com-
mand of the Saviour ~ounds iu our car·, ' go ye into all the world and 
preach the ~o~pel to every creature.'' 'rhe christian church are waking 
up. They are weeping over the desolations which in uath wrou(J'ht. 
They are putting forth their energies to evangelize the worl • od is 
smiling on their efforts. He is rai iFJg up multitudes of young men: of 
ardent piety, and \'igorous intellect, for the ' work of the ministry. 1 

They thirst for divine h1owlcdo'c; but many of them are poor-they 
have no boo ·s-no instructors-and no means c,f improving their «itt • 
They mu t be supported by christian liberality, or by t ir own ecu-
lar labor . Lool·, my brethren, on the 9th verse of the eighth chapter 
of 2nd Cor. Ponder its meaning. "For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus hrist: that though he was rich, yet for ,our s ke he be-
came poor, that ye through hi poverty might be rich.'' And say, how 
much will you give, rom the tor with which God ha ble ~etl you, 
for the education of young min· ter . n wer a you , ill wi h at 
the ar of God, that you had done. 

3. Th.c Board of Ian.agers. ou, brethren, are the pillars of our 
in:!titution, your i om prudence, zeal, and liberality will I rust 
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