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MINUTES
Of the Organization of the Libertv 03aptist Ass{·ciation.

--------;....:-- ----------.--------_._-----.- --

Minutes of the Libel·ty Association convoneu at Mourt T~bor
. MeetIng House, Randolph county, N. C" on the 24th. day of

Septem bel', A. D., 1832.
After prayer by Elder Jes~e Sowell.
On motion William Burch was appointed Moderator, a:ld Br,,).

Peter Owen, Clerk.
A committee was appointed consisting of Elders John Clll-'

pepper, "'Tilliam Burch and brot.her Peter Owen to draft the
!RaSOnS of the splIt in the Abbott's Creek Union Assocb.°.ion.

Lette~'s from the different churches called for i. nd read. Mess­
engers names enrolled and their sta-te minuted as "'follows:

;1./

."

------~-----;s

. MESSENGER'S ]I( ,HIES. ] 1
;e '-'

RIder Eli liarroll. John Aclderton. and Jacob Goss: 11$1.00
Josiah Wiseman, George and Humphrey Owen, . tiS .60
William Raper. Alex. Thoman anrf Davis Raper, 13 .50,
Elder Jesse ~uwell, James Brown and Bellj. Lanier, 10 .n
EIJer Wm. BU'rch, Isaac Beeson and David Idol, 9· .50
Peter Owen, Joshua Lee and Phiqp Copple, 27 1 ;l.)

......~~~~.:: .:~ ~:~.~e.~. ~.~~ .~h.:i::~.~:: ~.~ .l:.~~.~:~k.:....... ... 1~1$0'::rrOTA.L,

CHURCHES.

Liek Creek;
Jersey Sdtlement
AbbItt's Creek,
Tom's Creek,
Jamestown,
Libert v,
HolloWay's,

1ST. ThiS Aasociation shall be called the Liberty Association.
2ND. Called for corresponding messengers: Elders Eli. Pllilips

and Lane Hudson from Sandy Creek with minutes: Elder John
Culpepper from Pedee with minutes being rejeded by the ma­
jority w[' s received by us.

3RD. AppOInted a Committee or Financp, brethren Raper and

Lanier.
4TH. Corresponcling Messengers' appointed to the following

Associations: To the Yadkin, Elder Carroll and Peter Owen;
To tile Pedee, Benjamin Larder and John Adderton; To Sandy
Cre~k, Elder William Burch and Davis Raper'; To the Raleigh,
Elder' J esse Sowell and J ames Brown; To the Cape Fear, Elder
Jesse Sowell and Josfah Wiseman.

5TH. The Com mittee appointeQ to draft the reasons of the di-

}
(
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vi$ion in the- Abbott's Creek UnIOn Association repOl·ted artd

their report received an,~ vrder':ld to be annexed to these lllinute~.

6'rH. The Cpmmittee of Finance,reported six dollars and forty

cents contributed by the churches.
7'rn. Our n~xt Association to be at Jamestown on the Satur­

day before the third Lord's day in N ovem bel' next. Elder ~:l

Carroll appointeJ to pl'each tbe introductory sermon and in case
of' failure,. Elder Jesse Sowell.

8TH. Appointed Davis Raper to superintend the pdnting of
.these minutes.

The Association rose Prayer by Elder Burch.
PETER OWEN, EoLDERWILLIAM BURCH,

Clerk. Moderator.
NOTE :-The ,foregoing record tells of the organ.ization of the

Liberty Assc1ciation.' It was a part of the Abbott's Ci.'eek. Union
Association (now anti-missionary.)

There were a great many ch urches alJd several Associations
that have been missionary in spirit ever since their organizatiun;
which was 10 -g before the "split" and they never divided. But
in the Ahbott's Creek Union, those favoring mis::;ions, Sunday
School~. etc., were in the minority. And so in the Associath\ll
in 1832, they were ruled out and went out (says Elder B. Lanier
who was present) 'into a large tent and organized. H. s.

MINUTES
Of the Liberty .Association Convened at Jamestown)

Guilford County) lV. C,) on the 17th, 18th and
19th (j)ays of JVovember, 1832.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH, 1832.
1ST. The AssD~iation sermon was delivered by brother George

W. P«rifoy. from the 1st, Epistle of Peter 4th chapter, 18 verse:
"And if the 1 ighteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear."

2ND. After sermon the Association c~nv8ned, Elder Burch
prayed at the opening of business.

3RD. Letters from the several 0bl.lrches were called for· and
read. Members names enrolled and their state minuted all

follows:

. r
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4TH. Elected by ballot, William Burch Moderator and 'Peter
.~wen, Clerk.

5th. CorreAponding Messengers: From the' Yadkin Associa­
tion, PauLPhifer; from the Raleigh. Association, George "V..
Purifoy; from the Sandy Creek Association, Levi Anders, James
Hedden and David Patterson. .,

6TH. Invited ministering brethren to sit with us.
7TH. Elected by ballot Paul Phifer, George W. Pllrifoy,

and Jesse Sowell to preach to-morrow-worship to comme~ce at
11 o'clock.

8TH. Appointed a select committee, consisting of Paul Phifnr,
George W. Purifoy,. Josiah Wiseman, Eli Carroll and ISdac
Beeson with the Moderator and Clerk to arrange the business of
the Association and prepare a Constitution and Rule.s of De­
corum for the governm~ntof the same and repor t on Monday.

9TH. Committee of Finance: Joseph Spurgeon and James
Bl'Own.

10TH. After prayer by Levi Anders, adjourned until Monday
morning 10 o'clock.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH, 1832.

11TH. 'Metpursuant to adjournruen t. pruyer by Eli Carroll.
Proceeded to business.

12TH. CommIttee of· Arra'ngements reported and presented
the f~llowing Constitution and Rules of Decorum for the gov­
ernment of this Association when in session which were read and
adopted and ordered to be printed with these ~inutes and Com­
mittee discharged.

13TH. Committee of Finance reported that they found in the
hands of Joseph Spurgeon $1.90; rtceived from the churches
$8.25; from individuals 45 cents; total $10.60. Report re­
ceived and Committee discharged.

14TH. Called on Corr.esponding ~Iessengers to report. Report
satisfactory.

15:rH. The cir( ular letter dispensed with in consequence of the
Constitution, and Rules of Decorum being attaehed to these
minutes.

16TH. Appointed Pe'ter Owen to prepare a circular to be at­
tached to next minutes.

17TH. Appointed Corresponding Messengers to the following
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Associations: To t~le Yadkin, Josiah Wiseman and Jo~eph Spur­
geon; to Pedee, Juseph Spurgeon and Benjamin Lanier; to San~
dy Creek, William Burch and Isaac Beeson; to Raleigh, Jes ..e
Sowell and James Brown; to Country Line, WilJi}lm BUl'cll and
DaviLl Idol; 'to Brier Creek, Jesse Sowell and Peter Owen; to
to Tar River, Jesse Sowell and James Brown.

18TH Appointed Peter Owen to superintend the' prin~ing of
these minutes, 400 copies in number an'} distribute them among'
the church~s 0.£ this Union.

19TH. Appointed the ne~t Association at Holloway'::; meeting
house, Davidson commence Saturday before the second Lord's
day in November next. Our Associations to be held after the
one a~ove named commencing SaturJay before the 2nd Lord's
r~ay in August. in each yea.r Josiah Wiseman to preach' the ia­
troductory sermon, Jesse Sowell his alternate.

20TH. Appointed communion meetings at the following places:
at Abbott's Creek commencing Friday before the third Lord's
day in May next: At Tom's Creek. Frida.r before the first
Lord'f, dl:ty in March next. At Jersey Settlement commencing
Friday before the third Lord's day in July next. At Liberty
commencing Friday before the second Lord's day in August
next. And we earnestly solicit our brethren and sisters to en­
deavor generally to attend these me~tings; and especially
ministering brethren and exhorters.

21s'£. Apl ointed Peter Owen, Treasurer.
22ND. Resolved, That the Clerk purchase an Association book

and transcribe all the proceedings of this Association from its
commencement and report to us at our next Association and we
pay him for his labor.

23RD. This Association. unanimously present this neighbor­
hood with their thanks for the kindness, hospitality ahd respect
with which.·its members and friends have been treated evel' since
the commencement of the meeting.

.24TH. After,animpressh'e exhortation by George W. Purifoy,
the meeting of the Association waS closed by singing, and prayer
by G20rge W. Purifoy.

PETER OWEN,' WILLIAM BURCH,
Clerk. Moderator.

NOTE :-In. the organization of this Association, a Committee
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of three, consisting of John Culpepper, Wm. BU1'ch and Petel'
O'wen, was app9inted to draft the reasons ot the "splIt."

The reasons were presented in MS. and "received Bnd ordered
to be annexed to the minu tes." But the record of the organiza­
tion and of the first session held at Jamestown, N. C., 1Vere never
printed. And hence, in order to preserve these records from
oblivion, they are hereby printed. The reason~ of tbe "split" or
division between the~aptists as reported to the Association,
were much enlarged by the addition of som ~ most interesting
and valuable history.

The Reasons of the split are appended hereto.
HENRY SHEETS.
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THE REASONS OF THE SPLIT.
C'..----.__o
~~

.u-----u

The Ministers and Messengers, Compo~ingthe Lib-
erty 'Baptist Association, to the Churches

They Rep resent.
DEAR BRETHREN :-The' subject on which we address you at

this time, is the origin and history of OUI own body; in order
t.) give you a correct history of the origin, the rise and progress
of our Association, we must resort to the history of tho Sandy
Creek Association; of which we were a component part" until
that body was divided, and we were attached to the southern di­
vision of it, which was calleJ the Pee Dee Association; and als0
a brief history of the Pee Dee Association, until 1815, when the
Sandy Creek and the Pee Dee Associations were sub-divided.
and the Abbott's Creek Association, formed of the western parts
of the two bodies. The Sandy Cleek church, the oldest in the
Association, originated in the following manner: ShLlbal Stearns,
a native of Bostor, .Mass., who after laboring for some time
among the Independents, in 1751 embraced Baptist sentiment,
and was baptized by Wait Palmer, and ordained the same year
in Tolland, Conn. Listening to the in~tructionsof heaven as he
esteemed them; conceived him8elf called upon by the Almighty
to move to tl. e westward, to execu te a great and extensive work.
In 1754 end with a few of his friends, took his leave of New
England, and traVf~lled to Berkley in Virginia; and thence to
Guilford county, N. C., where he took up his permanent reEd-

./ / dence. Benedict informs us, as soon as they arri ved, they buil t

them a little meeting house, and 16 of them, formed themselves
int,o a' church, and chose Shubal Stearns for their pastor, who
had for his assistants, Daniel Marshall and Joseph Breed,
neither of whom were ordained.

In process of titae, Bome of its mhabitants became converts,
and bowed obedience to the Redtemer's sceptre: these uniting
their labors with the others,'a powerful and extensive work com­
menced, and Sandy Creek church was soon swelled from 16 to
106 members.

Abbott's Creek ch urch was boon constitu ted, and Daniel Mar­
shall was chosen their pastor. Benedict says: From Sandy

....



I

23,

Creek went the word and great wa~ t;le company of them w~o

pu blished it.
, This church has spread her branches westward, to the grea t

MississippI, sou th ward as far as Georgia, eastward to the sea and
Chesapeake Bay, and northward to the wat~rs of the Potomac,

In the year 1758; a few chl~rches having been constituted, and
these having a number of branches, which were fast. maturing
for churches; Stearns conceh:ed that an; a8~GciatlOnvf delegates
from all, wOuld have a tendency to forward the great object of
theil exertion~. For thh; purpose he visited each church and
congregation and exp]aip..ed to them his contemplated plan, and
ind uced them to send ddeglltes to hIS meeting' hbuse and in
January 1758, an Association was formed, which was called
Sandy Creek; and which continues to the present time.

This Assflciation has experienced man:; v' cissitudes of pros­
perity and adversity, and from this old Association, churches
have been raised up which have becnme component p1tl'ts of
several large and flourishing bodies in several. States.

In 1815 at an Association helcl at Rocky Spring, ~I. H., com­
menci:'g the 28th of OCkb.e!", 1815. the Association took into
consideration the propriety of dividing We Association into two
Associa' ions,and resolved that it be divided, and that all the
churches on the south-west side of Deep river, shall',compose the
new Association, to be known as the Pee Del".

Tile said Sanrl,Y Cre"lk Association dicl, at the said session,
held at Rocky Spring, resolve to send Robe rt.T. Daniel and
Robert Ward, as messenger .. to the general rnectillg of Corres.
pondence, and send two dolbtrs, They a.lso apIJointed Robert T,
Danie., Corresponding Secretary to the Baptist Board of For­
eign Missions of the United, (1 sU'ppose that S~ates is meant.)
Elder Bennett Solomon, reported th'Lt he'attended the General
Meeting of Correspondence according to appointment.

. The Association appointed Elders John Culpepper and Ben­
:18t Solomon Messengers from the Pee Dee Association, to the
GeneralMeeting ofCorresponctence and we contribute two dollars.
They also resolved to pay EldersCulpepp~rand So'omon, five dol­
lars each, for attending the General Meeting ,If Corresl'0ndeIlce,

;The Pee Dee Association, into which most of the churches of
our body were 'arranged by the division, lIlet at Richland M. H.,

r
r
t
I
I.
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Montgomery coun ty, on the 19th, 20th and 21st days of Oetober,
1816; when the introductory sermon was preached by EI<1er J.
Culp 'pper, and J. Culpeppel' was chose~ Moderator, ahd Wil­
l iam Dowct, Clerk,

They adopted Rules of Decorum for the government of the
Association, and being actuated by the same missionary spirit,
or zeal for the Lord of Hosts and love for immortal souls which
actuated Shubal Stearns and his b.rethren, and diffused itself
through the parent Associations at their first session, resol vell
to appoint J.Culpepper aCorresponding Secretary to the Baptist
Board of Foreign Missions and Mebsenger to the General Meet­
ing of Correspondence. Like the parent Association, -his experi­
enced many vicIssitudes of prosperity and adversity, but C011­
tint-cd to increase in members and churches, until the year 1825
when the division took place, and the Abbott's Creek Associa­
tion Nas formed and since th-at period she has trM.velled on
nearly as formally, a~d increased in members until September.
1332, when at a session held at Mount Tabor in RanlOlph coun­
ty, an unfortl~natedivision was affected in the follow,ing manner:

After the btroductory sermon was delivered, the Messengers
retired to the house, when Isaiah Spurgeon took the chair as
Moderator. The letters were then called for, alld t\, 0 were pre­
sedted purporting to be from LiCK Creek church; tbe clerk read
the letter from the majority, claiming to be the church in which
they named Messengers, and in instrul·ted them not to
sit with any per~ons who were advocates of the Baptist State
Convention.

Isaiah Spurgeon then arose and sain hp was inexperienced in
the du ties of the chair, and remarketl that two letters WEre pre­
sented from Lick Creek, and as it was new to him, he as'~e.l ad­
vice from such as were more experiencecd thanhimsrlf. Elder
J. CulpepI1er proposed for them to )eCJive and read the letters
from the undivided churches, and then the Association would
be coITipetent and could decide which should be received and
the minority, if necessary, may retire. Elder AShley Swaim' ar~d
others objected to this course, and after considerable debate, it
was decided in the negative.

The Moderator then proposed thai; the members said to be ex­
cludeu, should retire to their respective churches, and make



25.

their acknowledgements and that the Associati~nitppoint a eom­
mittee to labor with them. 'Villiam Burch objected to it and
the question beIng taken, was dRcided in the negativp. William
Spurgeon then proposed that the Association should advise, anll
the churches call for help and labur with the divided churches
and try to bring about a reco:lCiliation. Ashley Swaim, 8010-

.'m'on Snider, Philip Snider and .thers obje,cted to the proposi­
tion, which wa!3 reject~d.

The Rules of Decorum were then called for and after they
were read, Ashley Swaim said the last rule forbid the Asso,.ia­
tion to interfere with the affairs of an independent church and
stated 'that fl'om Eli Carroll's acknowledgement, it was 'evident
that he, and the members wiJich stood with hIm, had withdrawn
from. the church, and the'church should be received.

Eli' Carroll said the majority had declured all who held with
the Bible Societie~, the Missionai'y Society or the Sabbath
School, were out of their· fellowship, and they withdrew, to avoid
being excluded. J. Culpepper said he rejoiced that the subject­
had assumed a tangiole shape, so tlrat if the minDrity had to re
tire, it could be distinctly ascertained on what grounds we were
induced to retire.
Th~ N. C. Baptist State Cot'vention had beef.l frequently­

named v nd objected to.
J. Culp~pper explained the obje-ts of the Convention to be

nrst to encourage itine"ant preachl:~g and supply the destitute
churche! in our State with preaching. Secondly, to afford as­
sistalJce to our B,aptist brethren in Birmah and help them to
supply the Birmans wlfv were applying to them for directions
how h dscape an eternal hell and to obtain a knowledge of th.e
eternal God, before they die, with th~ wOl'd (If God.

Thirdly, to aid our pOllr young mini~te1's in [he attainment of
learning and biblical knowledge. Jesse Suwell saId, the grdunli
fln which he was disowned by the majority of the Tom's Cree:\:
church was, that he had given one dollar to aid the Birman
mission anu attended the Bapt1st State Convention and call on
the majority to say if.they had ever charged him with any im­
moral conduct.

Isaiah Spurgeon said he had no fellows:Iip with any of, these.
institutions and expressed a hope that all who held with him

"-
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would proceed. James Brown asked h1m if in his rleeiaratioll he
designed to include .those who held with the.se institutions? He
answered: we can not serve God anJMammon and he who is
not for us is against us, and s'lid be coulLl not fellowship any
person who hel rl with these institutions.

The question was then put, and deci.le::-i in thl' affirmative.
Some of the minority said, if they could Hot Hit with· any per-,
son who held with the Bible Society, the i\lissionar,y Society or'
the Sabbath Schoo), we may retire, and WCl shall do it with sa ti!:ol­
factien.

The majorlty· expressed a hope that' we would retire and
trouble them no more. We retired, and the majority pruceeded
to read their Letters and appoin ted their preachel's to the en tire
exclusion of t.he minority and the Corresponding Messel~gers.

When the churches and parts of churches disown:ed by the
lllajority of the .Association, as the last. and to thelli the only
remaining lesort, formed themselves into an Associatiun ca:lled
the Liberty Association, which at fil'st numbered but 159 m~'m­

bel'S. They met again at Jalllest~wn, Guilford county, N. C.,
on the 17th, 18th and 19th··of Novembe:', 1832, when they nUm-
bered ] 88. .

Their next sesElion was hel9. at Holloway's M. H., in Davidson
county, on the 9th, 10th and II th days of Novembel', 1833, when
their num bel'S had increased to 270. Since that period~ the good
ha.nd 0" ou l' God, as we trust, has been upon us, and Zion's ends
in this part of ou r Lord's vineyad, has been lengthened, and
her stakes strengthened. We have received by baptism ~W7, and
our present nUll.lber is 5,0.

The above, was reported an.! incorporated with the minut,es of
,. the session held at Abbott's Creek in 1834. Several of our old

church records of tbat date tell u~ mudl the same story. Wh~le

. t,he anti-Mission Baptists were in the majurity in this partieular

. Association, there were sever.d Associations that never divided
at all. They were missionary before the "split:' and continue
so to this pre~ent time. The Liberty Association is carrying on
mission work just as our Baptist brethren did befere the anti­
mission (or Hard Shell) Baptists ~plit off from us. G. W.
Purifoy tells us in his history of the Sandy Creek Association
(page 59), that only abou t one-fiftl: of the B ptists left us in
the division. The Baptists, commonly known as Missionary,
e.re therefore witilOut the shadow of a d.Jubt, the Old Baptists.
Anyone at all, who knows <wything about the history of the de­
nl)mi:~ati()n during the period from 1825 to 1835, know1 th~l~ we
are the Trunk anl! all others have gone out frolD us.

. HENRY SHEETS•

.August, 2VtlJ, 189J.
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