SIGNS OF

THE TIMES

DEVOTED TO THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CAUSE

‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD AND OF GIDEON’

o ——

VOL. 117

RUTHERFORD, N. J, JANUARY, 1949

No. 1

YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION
We stagger neath our heavy crosses,
Each one feels his own the worst;
. We mourn and grieve our bitter losses,
And at times our hearts near burst.

On every hand we see around us

Heads bowed down with grief or pain.
Should these things greatly astound us?
We must suffer, rest to gain.

If we knew not pain or sorrow,

If we suffered not at all,

Would we then some glad tomorrow
Hail with joy our Father’s call?

When He calls to all His treasures,
Rise my fair one and my love;
Come and share eternal pleasures
Praising God in heaven above.

Oh! call me soon my blessed master
From this cross, to claim my crown;
Speed the days and hours far faster
Till my armor I'll lay down.

‘Haste the day when pain is ended
When cross-bearing all shall cease;
When with Christ my spirit’s blended

. Eternally to rest in peace:
(Mrs.) EFFIE PARKE

Castle Rock, Wash.

CORRESPONDENCE
Lillie, La.
To THE DEAR HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH : Dear
brethren, sisters and friends, T desire,
the Lord willing, to address you in that
faith of God’s elect if according to his
holy and divine will. T was seemingly
blessed to-day to speak to the church
at Rehobeth from the text, Heb. 2:
10-12, which reads as follows: “For it
became him, for whom are all things, and
by whom are all things, in bringing

many sons unto glory, to make the Cap-

_tain of their salvation perfect through

sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth
and they who are sanctified are all of
one: for which cause he is not ashamed
to call them brethren, Saying, I will
declare thy name unto my brethren, in
the midst of the church will T sing
praise unto thee.”

I am well aware that this, as well

- as all other of God’s holy inspired word,

is a very great text, and I know that I
am not in any sense of the word capaci-
tated to understand this great and glor-
ious subject without the divine light of
God’s Holy Spirit. I desire that the
Giver of every good and perfect gift will
enable me to see, understand and write
of some of the glorious doctrinal and
experimental phases that are taught in
this scripture.

First T will say that the stern, in-
flexible sovereignty of God is taught,
and there is no mincing of words in it
for he says, “For it became him, for.
whom are all things, and by whom are
all things.” I feel that the pronoun
HIM is applicable to the Father, God,
the Creator. The word became, means
becoming to him in his glorious and
perfect character, so it was becoming
to God to have all things as they are,
to properly and perfectly bring out and
reveal his glory, and not only so, but
it also was becoming to make the cap-
tain of these many son’s salvation per-
fect throngh sufferings. So with ail-
that is connected with, and that caused
and brought forth his great sufferings,
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there can be no doubt that it was be-
coming to the revelation of his glory to
have it this way. However, I feel sure
that no one would think for a moment
that T am trying to justify the wicked
and heinous crimes committed by the
betrayers and murderers that killed the
Prince of Life as is set forth in the
Acts of the Apostles 3:15. Jesus also
said, “The Son of man goeth as it is
written of him: but woe unto that man
by whom the Son of man is betrayed!
it had been good for that man if he
had not been born,” and there are other
numerous scriptural witnesses to these
things. The prophet also said, “It
pleased the Lord to bruise him” so it
must have been becoming to God to
have it that way, or it would not have
pleased him to bruise him. When the
blessed Savior fell upon his meek and
lowly face in that humble petition of
sweat and tears and said, “O my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me,” do you not feel that it would have
passed, had it not become him for Jesus
to suffer as the perfect captain of their
salvation? Then it was becoming to God
for him to suffer.

There are so many things relative to
this subject that it is impossible to
mention all of them for the lack of
time and space. What was the cause of
hig sufferings? Would we not most as-
suredly have to say from a Bible stand-
point that it was for sin that he suf-
fered, then had there been no sin there
would have been no suffering and no
need for salvation, no need for that
great Captain of "salvation, but it be-
came him that it be this way because
he plainly and emphatically said so in
this text. Some would say, well it was
becoming to God that sin enter into the
world, and death by sin. T am quite
sure had it mot been there would not
have been any sin in this world. Let
me ask the question, if it was not be-

coming for it to enter, then does it
glorify God to contend that it would
have been better for it not to have en-
tered? It seems to me that this would
place God in the position that he was
helpless against sin’s entrance into the
world. Do you think, dear reader, it
would become the glorious character of
God to show him helpless in anything
even the entrance of sin into the world
or any other circumstance, thing, being
or creature? Would it become God in
his perfection and glory to have to say
he could not have prevented sin’s en-
trance? You might as well join the
arminian and say, God wants every
one to be saved, but he is helpless to
do it. Tt would be no different to say
that God was helpless in the beginning
of this world than to say he is help-
less now, so let us examine ourselves
whether we are in the faith or not, as
Paul admonished.

In order to prove that there was a
purpose for the entrance of sin into
this world we have only to refer you to
Paul’s language in Rom. 5:20, “More-
over the law entered, that the offence
might abound.” Whose purpose was it
for the offence to abound? I am sure
you will admit that it was God’s pur-
pose, for he was the giver of the law
to Moses as well as to Adam and Eve
in the garden. In Revelations 5:6 it
reads, “And I beheld, and, lo, in the
midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain,” and
in chapter 13, verse 8 it says, “All that
dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the
book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” These two
passages prove that Jesus actually
stood in the mind and purpose of God,
as he had already been slain even from
the foundation of the world. What for?
For sin that was to enter in through the
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transgression of Adam. God’s holy pur-
pose in it did not cause Adam’s sin
in the immediate sense of the word,
but the serpent and his beguiling in-
fluence, and the appetizing influence
of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil was the moving cause of
it; and Adam and Eve and all their
posterity were and are held accountable
for it, because they are and were guilty
and will ever be except through the
sufferings of the blessed Savior of sin-
ners, the Captain of their salvation.
Certainly you could not say there would
have been anything if there had been
no God, but because of this fact there
is- no roomm to say that God is the
author of sin. We know who is the
author of sin if we will read Romans
5:12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” The diso-
bedience of one man, not by one God.
Let us not run off into arminianism and
deny the truth concerning God’s sover-
eignty in order not to be accused by
them of believing that God is the au-
thor of sin. We do not believe it, neither
do we teach it, but that does not keep

us from being accused of it, neither did

it keep the apostle Paul from being ac-
cused of it. You will note in Romans
3:8 it reads, “And not rather, (as we
be slanderously reported, and as some
affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that
good may come? whose damnation is
just.”

I am sure that no one would accuse
us of believing that God’s purpose was
the immediate cause of Judas Iscariot’s
betrayal of the Savior, but all can
readily see the thirty pieces of silver
as the cause, and no wonder Jesus said,
“He that delivered me unto thee hath
the greater sin.” It wag sin to betray
the Savior and Judas was under its
penalty even though it became God to

have it that way as he said in this
text. T am sure it was wrong and
wicked on the part of Ahab’s prophets
to wickedly deceive Ahab by their false-
hoods and lies as they prophesied vic-
tory and prosperity and caused Ahab
to go into battle. (Read 1 Kings 22:23.)
It must have become God to have it
that way because it reads, “Now there-
fore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying
gpirit in the mouth of all these thy
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken
evil concerning thee.” The Lord told
the lying spirit to go forth and do this
wickedness. Had it not been becoming
to the revelation of God’s glory to com-
mand, and use this lying spirit in this
manner I am sure it would not have
occurred as you will see by reading his
holy inspired word. This is the doc-
trine that is taught and that is and has
been believed by our people all the
way down, even the ancient confessions
of faith show this very clearly. I ask
the reader to read the London, Fulton
and Philadelphia confessions, as well
as the Bible, and let us not vary to
the right nor the left from the doctrine
in all of its phases of it, the Lord will-
ing, I do not want any one of God’s
dear children to be offended at me, but
I feel that T must contend earnestly
for the faith that was once delivered
to the saints.

Pharaoh, King of Egypt, was very
wicked and oppressive to the children
of Israel, bitterly bound them in
slavery, evilly and cruelly treated them,
murdered them and destroyed their
young through their midwives. In all
this if we believe God’s holy word and
teachings we must assuredly believe
that it was becoming in God to have
it this way. He says in Romans 9:17,
“For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh,
Even for this same purpose have I
raised thee up, that I might shew my
power in thee, and that my name might
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be declared throughout the earth.” If
it was not becoming in: God to have it
this way why did God command Moses
to say, “Thus saith the Lord God of
Israel, Let my people go,” Ex. 5:1, yet
he hardened his heart so that he should
not let them go. “And he hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, that he hearkened not
unto them; as the Lord had said. And
the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s
heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the
people go.” Ex. 7:13-14. If it was not
becoming to God to have Pharaoh”s
heart hardened, why did God harden
it? Certainly no one would say that it
was unbecoming to God to do this, ex-
cept those that will say that he is un-
just, that he is the author of sin if
he does these things; let us not charge
God with being unjust and the author
of sin, but let us not deny his holy
word in order to keep from being ac-
cused of these things,

Joseph’s brethren sold him wickedly
into BEgypt, deceived their father, mak-
ing him think his son was dead, and
the evil and wicked lie of Potiphar’s
wife caused him to be so unjustly and
wickedly cast into prison. Were not
these things according to the purpose
of God, and if so was it not becoming
to God to have it this way? “God sent
me before you to preserve you a pos-
terity in the earth, and to save your
lives by a great deliverance.” Gen. 45:7.
Do you think it was becoming to God
for him to use such wicked things as
these to fulfill his purpose and to save
and preserve their lives in Joseph’s
wicked and heinous abuses by his
brethren, and Potiphar’s wife’s lies and
all the wickedness that was done? The
Bible says these things were done and
said. Were they becoming to God or
were they unbecoming? God forbid that
I should say they were unbecoming,
but that it wasg a most glorious and
blessed token of God’s power, wisdom,

righteousness and also of his mercy,
his justice and the preservation and de-
liverance of his people by his mir-
aculous power. :

Everything that God has ever done in
all his holy purposes is most certainly
becoming to God, and he is righteous
and just in manifesting his purposes
either in wrath and justice, or in
righteousness and mercy. Each attribute
must shine in the revelation of his
holy nature and character in all things,
and it is all becoming to him in every
detail as is shown in Rom. 9:22 where
Paul asks the question on this very
subject. “What if God, willing to shew
his wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much longsuffer-
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to de-
struction.” As hard as this does seem
God is perfectly righteous, and it is
most certainly becoming for him to
have it this way. Who would rebel and
say this thing is unbecoming to God in
his righteous character? Those who have
never known him in all his goodness
and mercy; those who are born truly
of God, and have been made to see their
just condemnation before God. How
dare they make any plea except that he
is altogether righteousness and if he in
justice should send their soul to hell,
his righteous law approves it well. Then
all things are appointed, purposed or
predestinated of God, and they are be-
coming to him. '

On the other hand I desire to call
your attention to the truth as I see it.
Sin is never becoming to any one from
the standpoint that it is right. Cer-
tainly not, it is the transgression of
God’s holy law, and it would still be
wrong even though there was no law.
Could any one doubt that the cruci-
fixion of the Savior was purposed, pre-
destinated, appointed, ordained or or-
dered of God? From a seriptural stand-
point I cannot see how any one could
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deny this as it is said, “Awake O
sword, against my shepherd, and against
the man that is my fellow, saith the
Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and
the sheep shall be scattered: and I will

turn mine hand upon the little ones.””

Zech. 13:7.

.This sword was commanded to awake
and it did awake, and it did smite that
great shepherd of the sheep. David tells
us who that sword is. It is the wicked,
the men of the world. Was it becom-
ing on their part to-crucify the Lord?
No, in no wise, it was sin in the very
deepest. dye. They desired to do this
wicked thing, their hearts were harden-
ed by the brightness and glory.ef: God
made manifest in the ministry and
miracles of the blessed Lord and they
selfishly hated him without a cause.
They wanted to.do away with him. be-
cause he righteously rebuked them in
their wickedness, and because God gave
him the Spirit without measure and
they could not resist his words and
doctrine; they lay in wait to deceive
on every hand, they were selling sheep,
oxen, doves and pigeons, and had in
their employ the money changers. Jesus
had made a whip of small cords and
drove them out of the temple and their
deepest wrath was stirred. They did
not know him is cited as the reason
they crucified him, or rather it is stated
that had they known him they would
not have crucified him. All this wick-
edness and sin was very treacherous
and wicked on their part, and it was
very unbecoming in them who did it,
but T think it was all righteous, just
and holy on the part of God in the
righteous revelation of his wrath on
such wickedness, and such sin and
treachery as they carried on in his
crucifixion and death. Tt was sin with-
out justification on their part because
t,_hey all knew that it was wrong to do
these wicked things as it was the very

essence of their law that they professed
to know and keep, as it is said, “Thou
shalt not kill.” Ex. 20:13.

It was unbecoming that Judas betray
the Savior for thirty pieces of silver,
but God had said by inspiration that he
would do it, and had even said it would
be thirty pieces of silver that he would
get, It also showed that Judas would
hang himself and what the thirty pieces
of silver would be used for. Was it not
becoming to God’s glory that he suf-
fered Judas to do this wicked thing after
God had showed it beforehand? Who
could say that it was becoming and
right on the part of Judas? Also who
could say that it was unbecoming on
God’s part when the text we are writ-

ing from says, “For it became him, for

whom are all things, and by whom are
all thmgs in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings.” That
was what the wicked act of Judas and
the crucifiers of Jesus were doing, they
were bringing his suffering that God
had purposed, and God was rendering
his righteous judgment upon them for
their wickedness. ‘

The sufferings of Christ were for every
sin that his people has or will ever
commit. God’s 0voodness and mercy was
manifest towards the vessels of mercy,
was being extended through his suffer-
ings and on the other hand his wrath
was being displayed upon them who
were wicked, treacherous in physically
wallowing their hands in the precious
blood of the Savior. No wonder Paul
s‘ud “O the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his Judwments
and his ways’ past flIldlllU' out"’ Rom
11:33.

'l‘hen al] thmws are for God and all
ﬂlmos exist bV hlm There is no wav
amund it. No matter what kind of a
so-called theologian you might be, but
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because all things are for him and by
him, in some respect, as this text says,
that shonld be no encouragement to
any God fearing, God loving child of
God to sin, no a thousand times no.
My experience is that T have ginned so
long and so much I would give every-
thine under the shining heavens, if it
were mine, if I could know that T would
never sin any more. Oh, that. I could
know I have that new covenant in my
heart the stipulations of which are, “I
will be merciful to their unrighteous-
ness, and their ging and iniquities will
T remember no more.” Dear and precious
brethren and sisters, it is so wonderful
and glorious just to hope to reach that
righteous and peaceful shore where sin
and all of its horrible consequences are
o more, and to be like Jesus, the great
Captain of our salvation to see him as
he is and to be at his precious feet: to
feel his blessed and glorious presence
in that bright and eternal home where
all the saints of all ages will be around
that great white throne of God: and
where the eternal anthems of his worthy
praise shall engulf all the redeemed be-
fore God and the Lamb. What a won-
derful hope is this for a poor sinner
to have. All this is brought about
through the suffering of Christ, and it
was becoming to God’s glory to have
it this way.

Another comment that { would like
to make concerning this text is on the
words BRINGING MY SONS UNTO GLORY.
It is very comforting and assuring to
the hope of God’s children to notice the
significance of this language. It does
not in anyv way signifv failure or un-
certainty. Neither are we left to think,
according to this language, that the
sons have anything to do within and of
themselves in going to glory, but this
language savs what God does in bring-
inoe them to glory. Then according to
this lancuage God is bringing many

sons unto glory. Not that he is trying
to bring them, neither is it in any wav
intimated that he is helping to bring
them, nor that he desires to bring them,
but that he is bringing them and will
bring them unto glory. No help nor
partnership in the matter, no agency or
organization is depended upom, just
what God himself does in bringing them.
Another thing is that they are not
brought just half way unto glory aec-
cording to this language, but all the
way unto glory, and God is the only
one known in their bringing. No room
for that doctrine and commandment of
men and devils that God just helps so
far and then we are dependent upon
conditions the rest of the wav.

I feel there is not a more comforting
phase implied in this text than where
it is acknowledged that all things are
God’s or that they are for him. Then
if everything is for him, for him 1IN
PRINGING MANY SONS UNTO GLORY, there
is nothing that is against that bringing
them unto glory. No wonder Paul said,
“We know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his
purpose.” Rom. 8:28. Because all things
are becoming to God in bringing the
many sons unto glory Paul said again.
“If God be for us, who can be against
us?” God is for bringing these many
sons unto glory and he is for them and
nothing can be against them, but all is
for their good, and all things are be-
coming to the glory, majesty and
dominion of the God who is all power-
ful, eternal, all wise and who mnever
sleeps nor shlumbers, but “who worketh
all things after*the counsel of his own
will.” Eph. 1:11. Then is it not most
wonderful indeed to contemplate the
glorious consequences that are expressed
in these wonderful things?

Dear child of God, truly that serip-
ture is correct where it says, “Happy
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art thou, O Tsrael: who is like unto
thee, O people saved by the Lord.”
Deut. 33:29. They are saved by him
alone, and all things are for him and
by him in bringing them unto glory.
Then, dear child of God, fear not, all
things are in his hands and he will do
all his pleasure “in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say
unto him, What doest thou?’ All things
are for him in bringing many sons to
glory, and all things work together for
the good of these many sons. Oh that
I could have that blessed assurance that
I am one of those many sons that are
under consideration. If I but knew then
would I know that all things are for
my good. _

- One might say, but I am such a
sinner, so am I truly as Paul said, “O
wretched man that I am!’ but that is
why dJesus, the Captain of our salva-
tion, suffered on Calvary’s cross, that
poor sinners be free and that they be
brought unto glory. This is the only
hope that I have of entering that peace-
ful home of everlasting bliss and felici-
ty. It was becoming to the glory, mercy
and peace of Almighty God that Christ
Jesus suffer for his people, that he
cleanse them with his precious blood,
that he wash them and redeem them
from all iniquity. Oh, the ravishing
thought and hope of being as though
we had never sinned. Oh, the precious
anticipation that we be like the precious
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that the
Father spoke from heaven and declared,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” T am so tired of myself
in. my sins. I long to be free from them.
I long to see his blessed face in peace.
I long for that blessed abode where no
sorrow can come, no pain, sickness Qr
death, but where that blessed love of

Yod will swallow us up, where we will

ever sing his eternal and worthy praise

forever and ever around that eternal
throne with all his saints of all ages.
Amen. (Elder) R. W. RHODES

Naches, Wash.

DEAr BRrROTHER DopsoN: As it is time
to renew my subscription to the Signs
will pen a few lines in answer to your
letter of last August. I had not for-
gotten but felt too weak or ignorant to
reply and still do, although we did ap-
preciate the letter very much. We were
much disappointed in not getting to
meet you while we were in the Ilast.
We: realized  all at once we were needed
at home. Peaches were ripe and ready
to can as soon as we reached home, the
twelfth of - August. Two sisters in the
church helped me all of one day. On the
next day, Friday, we left for the three
days yearly meeting at Riffe, Wagh.
What a blessing it:is to be enabled to
meet with the saints, and sing hymns
of praisecand hear the sound of the
gospel.

"~ I enjoyed your experience in the June
Signs.so much, also the July editorial.
[ remembered reading a lettéer from
your father to you, but did not remem-
ber anything' in ‘it except my enjoy-
ment of it. In' Elder Vaughn’s editorial,
writing of the'mnity of the saints he
said, " “there are none great or mnoble
among them” which caused me to do
a lot of thinking. T had felt so low and
unprofitable for so long and all others
seemed great and noble in comparison,
and yet I know he spoke the truth. I
am glad all my  goodness is in Christ
for it is in a safe place. If it were left
to me T am sure I would lose it.
“Last month T went with my daughter
and-another sister to Touchet. The pas-
tor, Elder Peter Jones, was able to be
out. He lives in-Walla Walla and his
health is" 5o -poor ‘he does mot get out
often. Tlder Jeffrey was there from
Weiser, Idaho which gave Brother
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Jones an excuse to not try to talk. We
enjoyed good meetings both  Saturday
and Sunday. When it was time to go
our separate ways, Brother Jones dis-
missed us with such a sweet prayer.
It was really a sermon in spite of him-
self. .

We had two additions to our church
last Sunday. It seems as though the
little church at Elgin, Ore. is reviving.
Dear Elder Bond longed and prayed
that it might and Brother Wolfe lo-
cated there about the time he, Itlder
Bond, passed away. We have heard him
preach a few times and he seems to
have a wonderful gift.

I enjoy the Signs so much. I would
like to tell all that write how much it
means to me, but cannot find words to
express it as I would like to. A sister
in hope of eternal life.

(Mrs.) DAISY BAKER

Stem, N. C.

EipeEr R. LesTEr DoODSON, RUTHERFORD,
N. J., My Drar Brorarr Dobson: It
was indeed a pleasant surprise, yester-
day afternoon on my return from the
Upper Céuntry Line Association, to re-
ceive your nice letter and learn you
had safely returned from a vacation
that was not disappointing to you.
The meeting here, when it was
privilege to have you with us, has fre-
quently been in my mind during the
week past. Such times as that seem like
refreshing oases that we come to now
and then as we journey along,
strengthening us and giving us courage
to press on again in the toilsome path-
way. But it is not all toilsome, for the
Lord’s mercies continue and they are
far, so very far past our numbering. As
T grow older his grace is more surpris-
ing. more wonderful. Frequently, there
is in my feeling a “fearful looking for
of judgment and fiery indignation,”
knowing that T deserve no better, and

our

unable to understand how the Lord
could continue to bless so abundantly,
such a one as I. But over and over
again, we are taught that it is of His
mercy that we “are not consumed.” And
we are led to cling closer to the hope,
“that after so much mercy past, can
he let us sink at last?”

Flder Golden Harris spoke first yes-
terday and well, followed by Elder Ev-
erett of an Arkansas Association who
seemed clearly in accord with the
“things most surely believed among us.”
Elder Dodd spoke next and much to my
comfort. I thought he preached as well,
if not better than I ever heard him.
Both his discourse and that of Elder
Harris was filled with admonition and
exhortation which is certainly needful.
Elder Mewborn closed the morning ser-
vice with an interesting sermon. He
chose for his text principally the words,
“things which are not.” T do not recall
the exact location of the words, but you
will. While he did not spend much of
the time on those particular words,
what he said was both instructive and
interesting. He seemed to lose himself
in his speaking, and T feel sure stood
much longer than was his intention,
but it was all interesting to me. He has
his own peculiar manner of speaking,
but I enjoy hearing him for one reason
because he is a man who is . esteemed
wherever he ig known.

Yesterday some one (just now, T do
not remember who) was . speaking to
me of the wonderful sermon given you
to deliver at the Staunton River As-
sociation. Elder Spangler told me of
it when he was here. How marvelous
it is. for one torbe given words to speak
that live, in the memory of some who
hear them, on and on. And yet it is
not to be wondered at when we re-
member that the words given the true
servants of the Lord are his words,
and that they “are spirit and life.” That
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life does not die.

I am sure when you wrote you were
not expecting to be subjected to such
a lengthy reply, so now I will close
begging your pardon. I hope you may
be led this way again, and to visit in
my home. As I have repeatedly said,

the fellowship of the brethren, having

them in my home, attending meetings
and visiting with those who love the
same things that I hope are dear to
me, is the greatest joy I have. When 1
allow myself to think of all I have had
and lost, my life seems most desolate
and alone, but when I am favored to
turn my eyes from this and remember
some of the Lord’s immnieasurable ben-
efits, then I can see in a small way
how very greatly I am blessed. All the
gifts are His, and all come from. him.
Yours in fellowship I trust.

(Mrs.) LAURA R. GOOCH

1008 E. Allen Ave., Ft. Worth 3, Texas
If I live until the third day of May

I will be sixty-five years old. In look-
ing back over my life I am made to
realize there is.mno part of it that comes

up before me that T consider myself ‘.

worthy of being so richly blessed. Just
why the Lord has seen fit to lengthen
out my thread to the present time is
certainly for nothing I have done that
would bring him under obligation to me.
On down until about 1915 I counld only
gsee myself in the natural appearance
of things. At this time I saw mnothing
in particular wrong with me. I-thought
I was as good as most boys and per-
haps a little better than some. Oh yes,
I was wicked and still wicked but this
did not worry me much as the man-
ner of religion that. was" being ‘taught
throughout  the country in ‘cffect was
that T could quit it any time that I

might choose, and thereby renew. my.

chance for heaven. In other words it

all rested on my actions. But by the

grace of (God I hope I was made to
see’ myself from the inside, Lord have
mercy on my poor soul, but where will
I be if the good Lord renders justice.
It was mnot justice that I wanted, but,
O Lord, be merciful to me a sinner
was all I could say. It turned me
around. I was made to love the things
I once hated, and hate the things I
onice loved. Old things had passed away
and ‘all things had become new. I was
made to see that the world in all of its
ways, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eye and the pride of life to be but
vanity before God which is not of the
Father but of the world by reason of
the fact the creature was made subject
to vanity. I saw myself a miserable
sinner before God, unworthy of his love,
mercy. and tender compassion, and why
should the Lord be so good to a wretch
like me. Ah! but I was made to shud-
der at .the thought. I was made to see
that all I knew about myself as being
a sinner to be nothing more than what
my parents had taught me.

‘Never did I see myself a sinner until
I hope the good Lord, by his grace, re- .
vealed it to me. Then  plain enough
could I see that sin was mixed with all
I do. I could see that sin to be my ele-
ment -of livingin this time world, and
only to cease in death, “for the wages
of sin is death.” Some may differ but I
saw my manner of life was like unto
the fish, that my element of living was
in sin; whereas, that of the fish their
element of living to be in the waters,
that is, when once the fish is lifted out
of the waters (his element of living)
it is soon dead. Even so it is to be with
main. Once separate man from sin (his
element of living) can be done only in
death. T say that I could not see then-
as T Hope sotetimes to se¢ things now.
At that time T could not “see that miy-
whole being was steeped  in sin, and
that by nature drink down sin like an
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ox drinketh down water. Paul drew the
correct picture of man in his every
part in the contamination of sin. Man’s
“throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the
poison of asps is under their lips;
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bit-
terness: Their feet are swift to shed
blood.” Then well could Paul say, “IFor
I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to
perform that which is good I find not.”
And at times we are made to cry with
him, “O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this
death?”

Such seems to be the lamentation of
all the little ones when once left in
the valley of dry bones, but with the
mind says Paul “I myself serve the law
of God; but with my flesh the law of
sin.” In this statement Paul well por-
trays the warfare that exists in the
bosom as the flesh warreth against the
things of the Spirit, etc. So those two
are contrary one to the other therefore,
.you cannot do as you would. So here
is the great battle that is to be fought
with every little child of grace, and the
battle ground is to be found in their

hearts. Such is that great battle of.

Armageddon as said to be fought in the
last day in which the world is of the
opinion that it i8 to be a real battle
between man and man, and that it is
to take place only in the final con-
sumation of all things, the end of the
world. But not so with the little child
of grace. Their experience will not al-
Tow them to so conclude. They are soon
made to realize that no one experiences
this rage of baftle except those for
whom it is prepared. They are the
ones that are to suffer its effects in this
time world. If it were not for this war-
fare in the hosom we wonld have but
little left to serve us as evidence that

we had passed from death unto life;
but realizing that our warfare is not
accomplished in this time world it pre-
sents itself still as evidence of the fact
that the end is not yet; and though at
times so low we feel to be pressed that
we can feel its crushing weight, so much
so that we cry with Jonah it is better
for me to die than live. We give up in
despair, all is lost. We are caused as
was poor old Job to look to the right
but He is not there. and to the left
but we cannot perceive him, but in the
far distance as through a great cloud
we behold him as a shadow of a great
rock in a weary land. Our little hope
is on the wane and we sing:

“0, once I had a glorious view
Of my redeeming Lord,

He says I'll be a God to you
And I believe his word.

But now I have a deeper stroke,

For all my joys are gone,

I've strayed, I've lost I know not how,
The light from me is withdrawn.”

But thanks be unto God for he has
given us a more sure word of prophecy
that he will return for he says, it is
needful that I go away for if T go away
T will return, for as I live saith the
Lord ve shall live also, that where I
am ye may be also. These are glorious
thoughts that our ever blessed Redeemer
will never forsake ns.. Will God forever
cast us off? His wrath forever sworn
against the people of his love, his little
chosen flock. Paul says, He will never
cast ns off but,

“When through the deep waters I call thee
to go,

The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”

Oh, but, if we could all come together
in this spirit then all would be well.
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These are just some of my thoughts at
random, Yours in bonds.
(Elder) W. A. LITTLE

, 3347 Tutwiler, Memphis, Tenn.
Drar BROTHER AND SISTER VEAzZEY: We
received your precious letter a few days
ago and wanted to sit right down and
answer it, but the thought came to me,

“T hate to impose on him so often with -

my letters that are so imperfect like
myself.” T read your letter over the
telephone to Brother Brown, sister and
Loulse and they all promised to write
you. That, I hope, afforded you much
comfort Brother Veazey, 1 prize your
letters very highly for I know you do
not feel well, and to think you will
condescend to write to me, the poorest
of the flock if one at all, fills my heart
W1th joy and a feeling of gratefulness
to our heavenly Father, who is so rich
in mercy, and so tenderly blesses us
‘\Vlth all spiritual blessing which was
tleasured up in Christ according to the
wﬂl ‘of God. Is it not a grand and
010r10us thought to be given a hope
(even ever so small) in the finished
work of ‘God, ordered in all things and
sure? Yes, he tells us there is no power
visible or invisible able to separate us
from this love of God for his Father
is greater than all, and no power is able
to pIuck them out of my Father’s hand.
So our sufferings which are so great,
Brother Veazey, are in this life only
and it is only a moment compared with
etermty Troubles cannot be so great
nor confusion too much to hinder our
blessed Lord from coming into our lives
and speaking peace to our souls, and
fill our cup to over-flowing with joy
unspeakable, so praise his holy name to
whom all praise is due.

‘While here in the flesh Jesus suf-
fered as no man suffered, yea, tempted
even as we, yet without sin that he be
(Lbl(, to succor them that are tempted.

~

“For in that he himself hath suffered
being tempted, he is able to succor them
that are tempted.” Heb. 2:18.

Brother Cox called me last night say-
ing he had a card from Brother Perkins
telling him he would be here Saturday
night and Sunday. How we love to
have God’s children come to meet with
us and especially preaching brethren
for we know it is the work of God’s will
or it could not be. We feel thankful, I
hope, to be remembered in the hearts
of our loved ones which is a blessing
direct from our heavenly I'ather for he
says “All things work together for good
to them that love him,” even our dis-
appointments, our sorrows, afflictions
and troubles which are very grievous.
So when we receive good things we re-
joice, when the bitter we should con-
sider. Like Job, “Shall we receive good
at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil?”’ I hope I have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, and I also believe
I have felt the rod of correction very
severely, but I hope I can say with
Paul, “We glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and
experience hope; and hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.” Rom.
5:3-5. In all these things T hope I have
been exercised thereby. “Though he were
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered; And being
made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him.” Heb. 5:89. I believe the
way we learn to obey him is by the
things which we suffer. The prophets
of old re]oloed that they were counted
worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake, but
none of these things are we able to do
of our own selves, for when the hour
drew near for Jesus to suffer and drink
the gall of bitterness he prayed to his
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Father if it was possiblé let this cup

pass. He prayed three times but said,

“nevertheless not my will, but thine, be
done.” He said, the spirit indeed is will-
ing but the flesh is weak. Oh, does not
that mean something to poor souls that
wrestle with these problems? We have
a will to do good but in the flesh we
find no good thing. Christ being our
salvation, our righteousness, sanctifica-
tion and redemption knows us as we
are and has made a way for our escape
and that way is Jesus. We will have
to contend with this old flesh as long
as we dwell here. In this world ye shall
have tribulations, but in me peace, and
I have learned, I hope, that this is the
only peace we have. Oh, how grand,
glorious and precious these seasons are.

Brother Veazey, it seems so easy
sometimes to believe, but there are
times these things seem so far away,
we wonder if there is really anything
there for me, surely I have only
imagined these things and foolishly
claimed them to be the dealing of the
Lord. So we are thus tossed to and
fro, but thanks to God, the Father of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who
laid the scheme of redemption for man
before the world was made, is able to
save every one of them that make up
his bride, and will at the morning of
the resurrection gather up his jewels
without the loss of one. We are glad
to be able to see such perfection in him.
It gives us renewed hope that our
names are written in the Lamb’s book
of life for ye cannot see the kingdom
of God except ye be born again. We
are told how this is—“The wind blow-
eth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth:
so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.” This complys with our experi-
ence, when it is gone we cannot be
sure, but he sends the Comforter to

take the things of his and -shows:them
unto us, and we feel he certainly has
restored unto us the joys of his salva-
tion. Give my love to dear Sister Veazey
with my best wishes that you are both
enjoying sweet meditation and blessings
both in spiritual and mnatural needs.
Yours in a sweet hope.

(Mrs.) CARRIE CAMPBELL

Route 3, Coleman, Texas
Mrs. W. L. SLUSHER, LINDSAY, CAL.
OUR DEAR FRIEND AND SISTER IN HOPE
IF I BE WORTHY TO CALL ANY ONE BROTH-
ER OR SISTER: Be that as it is our God
is the judge of all things, and in the
final consummation of all things all
men will have to abide by the decision
of the righteous Judge of the whole
earth. But in this life it is a pleasure
and privilege to meet and be with those
who we believe are the children of God.
Our Master said, “Where two or three
are gathered together in my mname,
there am I in the midst of them.” By
the grace and mercy of God this is be-
stowed upon his children in this life.
They are made to sit in heavenly places
in Christ, and yet this is only a fore-
taste of that which is to be revealed at
the last time, or when the entire house-
hold of faith shall see him and be like
him. “A bone of him shall not be
broken.” That was so, naturally speak-
ing. They, who crucified our Lord,
broke the legs of both the thieves who
were also crucified, one on each side
of our Savior, but they said he was dead
already and did not break his legs. But
as with most Scriptures this has to my
mind a deeper or better meaning. Not
a single member or child for whom
Christ died will be missing in the heaven
of immortal glory. “But now are they
many members, yet bul one body.” It
takes every one of those given the Son
in the everlasting covenant, before the
wortt was to constitute the body of
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Christ, and Christ said, “O Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self

with the glory which I had with thee

before the world was,” and again “Thou
hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him.” Then
in the mind, purpose and power of God
through Jesus Christ our Savior, the
children, every one of them, are given
eternal life, even though some may not
be subjected in hope or evemn born
naturally.

This to my mind leaves out all the
works of man to gain eternal life or to
be saved as the world says. But it is a
comforting thought to me to think “By
grace are ye saved.” Also to think that
our holy and righteous Judge will do
right and judge righteously about all
nen even our own children. Yea, that
holy and righteous Creator of all things
cannot do wrong. There is no law over
him nor being or power above him to
give a law to him or place him under
a law. He is the very essence of holi-
ness.. Everything that ever did or ever
will exist he made. “The Lord hath
made all things for himself: yea, even
the wicked for the day of evil.” To my
nind that does not leave anything out,
man, beast, creeeping things or the
devil. God made them and he has 2
perfect right to dispose of them as he
sees fit. But he “hath committed unto
us the word of reconciliation.” This I
believe to be so with those who are

“born again.” They are made to realize
God made all things. He controls all
things “for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according
to his purpose.”’ ’l‘heref is no power but
of God, the powers that be are ordained
of God, also it is not of works but “by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God.” Thus they realize there is not one
single thing they can do to be saved

in time or eternity. Also that they can-
not hinder or hurry the work of God
Yea, even breathe a breath or raise a
tinger except by the grace and mercy of
God. We cannot add one cubit to our
stature or make one hair white or one
black. Even a sparrow ‘“shall not fall
on the ground without your TFather.”
He feeds the fowls of the air and the
beasts of the field, how much more ye,
O ye of little faith. If T am just one of
them with “little faith,” I know it is
a gift of God and thus all the children
“of faith” are his heirs and that by the
free and unmerited gift of God. And
they have been promised and given
eternal life in Christ Jesus, and shall
be conformed to his image, see him and
be like him. “The Lord is mot slack
concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to
usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance.” Then if God does not will
that any should perish, they will not
perish. “This is the Father’s will which
hath sent me, that of all which he hath
given me 1 should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day.”
“All that the Father giveth me shall
come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out.” We have
been (if I can include myself) “born
again,” raised up and made to sit to-
gether in heavenly places in Christ,
but thix is only a taste of the power
of the world to come wherein dwelleth
righteousness. We cannot begin to ex-
press the love, joy, peace and reconcilia-
tion of that joy unspeakable when we
are made to sit in these heavenly places
in Christ which we enjoy here in this
life by the grace and mercy of our God.
Then we not being able to teach men to
enjoy this in this life, how much less to
teach men to do something to cnjoy
fhat which is to come? Then whatso-
ever: things we have or may receive we
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receive of his hand. It is good to think
of a just and righteous God who has

promised his chosen a life beyond this .

life where they will be with him, see
him and be like him,

I hope both you and yours are en-
joying good health. All here are en-
joying good health as far as I know
except my father and mother. Mother
seems to be some better and says she
feels very well and is not suffering,
but she can only walk a few steps and
that with help. Last Monday morning
father had a light stroke. The doctor
told him to stay quietly in bed and eat
a light diet. We were down there last
night and he seemed better. That may
not bother him for a long time and it
may be any time, we do not know of
course.. I sent Brother Slusher’s let-
ter to the Signs and may send more of
them. You can do with my letters as
you see fit. If I have ever written or
spoken the truth I believe I can truth-
fully say I was not taught it by man.
All errors which I know are many lay
to my charge for I know I am not per-
fect, but hope I can say I am honest
and desire the truth. I hope to be found
not striving about words to no profit,
but for peace. Last night both father
and mother said, “If everybody was like
old Brother Slusher there would never
be any trouble in the church.” That is
the way we think of him now. Write us
when you feel like it. In hope of life
immortal.

(Elder) C. U, LANDERS and WIFE

Route 1, Toney, Ala.
DrAr BrorHER DODSON: Please find en-
closed money to pay for the Signs to
be sent to me awhile longer. I want to
always look forward to the coming of
the dear family paper. I have been read-
ing the Signs for a long time. I believe
that the God I hope I trust directs his
humble poor to write to the comfort

of his chosen ones. The article written
on “Where is the church” by Elder L.

P. Harriss surely is worth its space.

It caused me to turn to Isaiah 53rd
chapter and read, for that scripture de-

scribes the founder of the church and it
also describes his children. I hope I
was in the number that did not find
room for Him in the inn, for to find
room for him there would imply we
could find room for him in our hearts
and that we cannot do for the arm of
the Lord is revealed to somebody, and
that somebody finds that he has the
beauty of God’s holy Son unequalled to
anything this side of heaven. Oh that
chapter that is mentioned above, how it
does describe our nature before spiritual
life is given. Then the 54th chapter starts
with “Sing, O barren, thou that didst
not bear; (No works to be offered.)

break forth into singing, and cry aloud,

thou that didst not travail with child.”

(Did not perform anything to obligate
God to save you, nor get in debt to-
you.) Oh, is he not a wonderful God?

At times if T could collect my thoughts
and put them on paper I might write
to the comfort of Zion, but my life is
g0 often shown me in my journey here

below to be so unprofitable that it hin-
ders me from doing what I would like

to do. Here is a thought I jotted down:

O praise the Lord, his name adore,
He paid the price to Canaan’s shore;
And then his children he redeemed,
He set the tune to a great theme.

How sing ye saints, your hearts be glad?
For stripes and thorns your Master had;
But triumph over death and hell,

He made your home in heaven to dwell.

Why do you doubt his marvelous love?
He intercedes your cause above;
So sing, ye saints, his name adore
Your home is on his eternal shore.

We must have the tune set and the
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song started before we can sing, but
when that is done, as I heard Elder
W. D. Griffin say one time, their
tongues could be removed and his elect
would still sing. God’s humble poor
must be shown, before he wants to sing,
that he cannot do or say any good thing
of him or herself. I have taken more
space than I intended. If it is not ask-
ing too much kindly remember a poor
needy creature, one of God’s grace cases
if saved at all. REANER REECE

OROINATION

Pursuant to &all of New Hope (Sandlick) church
to the ordained ministers and deacons of the sister
churches in our vicinity for help in the ordination
of Brother Bunyon McGregor to the work of a
Deacon, at the Fifth Sunday meeting in May, dJdid
proceed as follows:

1. New Hope church requested all ordained
bre'hren of the same faith and order to form a
presbytery, which they did by electing Elder R. L.
Biggs as moderator, and Elder W. D. Griffin,
as clerk.

2. Deacon Sam McGregor was appointed mouth-
piece for the church, and he presented Brother
MecGregor to the presbytery.

3. Elder R. L. Biggs examined the candidate as
o his doctrinal views, ana questioned the spokes-
man for the church as to his scriptural qualifi-
cations.

4. Presbytery being satisfied, with the fitness of
Brother McGregor proceeded to ordination by
laying on of hands and prayer by Elder C. D.
Clark.

5. Elder C. O. Kerley delivered the charge to
the new Deacon.

‘6. Right hand of fellowship was given Brother
and Sister McGregor after which he was turned
over to the church as qualified for any official
work that Deacons are instructed to do.

Elder R. L. BIGGS, Moderator
Elder W. D. GRIFFIN, Clerk
Elder G. D. CLARK

Elder C. O. KERLEY

Deacon SAM McGREGOR

AID FOR SENDING “SIGNS” TO INDIGENTS

Mrs. E. A. Bagwell, Ala., $4; Eld. W. D. Griffin,
Ala., $1; Eld. R. L. Biggs, Tenn., $3; Mrs. W. H.
Swettman, N, Y., $1; Mrs. S. G. Harralson, Ky., $1;
Mrs. W. R. Fielder, Tex., $1.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Beginning January 1, 1949, the cost of printing
the Signs of the Times has more than doubled
what it was when we first began its publication on
January 1, 1942, Until now we have been able to
absorb the additional costs experienced from time
to time, but the time has now come when the
subscription price of the paper will have to be
increased.

Thus far we have kept the columns of our family
paper free from paid advertising matter of all
kinds, and it is our firm purpose to continue to do
so, notwithstanding the fact that other religious
publications carry it. Other publications have, ap-
parently, long since been compelled to increase the
price of their subscriptions, but we have resisted
it as long as we possibly could.

Our subscribers have been both loyal and liberal
in the past, as a general thing, and we sincerely
hope they will appreciate the fact that we most
certainly would not raise our price unless necessity
demanded it. Therefore, beginning with the January
1949 issue the subscription price will be $3.00 per
year, or $5.00 for two years.

If all of our subscribers who can will pay
promptly, and will make a real effort to secure
new subscribers for the paper, we honestly believe
that before a great while we will be able to in-
crease the size of the paper from twenty-four
pages to twenty-eight pages. We are persuaded
that this will be most gratifying to our readers if
it can be done. We have sufficient good material
on hand t#o justify increasing the size of the paper
when the necessary funds are available.

We appeal to our Authorized Agents to become
more active in their efforts for new subscribers,
and we also hope that our Ministering brethren
will recommend to the brethren they serve and
the friends they meet that they become readers
of the Signs. To our Agents and Ministers we will
allow them $1.00 for each new subscriber for one
year or more, and to our subscribers who will
send us a new subscriber, or to any one who will
subscribe for the paper direct, we will be glad to
send them FREE a copy of “Showers of Rain” by
our late sister Flossie I. Faulkner. This is a book
of about forty pages, containing her experience
and a fine colleétion of her poems.

Bespeaking the continued loyalty -and support
of our subscribers and friends, and hoping they
will feel free to write us at all times as their
minds may direct, with renewed assurances of our
best efforts not only to maintain the high standard
of the paper, but to improve it any and every way
possible, we subscribe ourself,

- Faithfully yours,
R. LESTER DODSON
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"NEW .YEAR’S GREETING

In our New Year’s Greeting for last
year, we dwelt upon the subject of love,
than which there is none greater. This
year we feel to. use the theme of mercy
in our message of greeting to our
readers. As the ordinary dictionary
definition of mercy does not seem to
satisfy us, we are going to search the
records of divine truth for a fuller and
better meaning from our point of view.
Crudens Concordance says mercy sig-
nifies (1) “That essential perfection in
God, whereby he pities and relieves the
miseries ‘of his creatures, Psalm 100:5,
Tit. 3:5. (2) Grace, which flows from
merecy.as its fountain, Jude 2. (3)
Eternal life and happiness, which is
the chief fruit'of mercy, 2 Tim. 1:18.
(4) All the blessings and benefits,
whether bodily or spiritual, which pro-
ceed from. the mercy of God. Psalm
106:7.7

How thankful we are that our blessed

Lord has not, left, us destitute of his
mercy and his truth, and that his mercy

endureth throu_ghout' all . generations.
David said, “Stirely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life:

Calion, Ark.

and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever.” Therefore he could pray,
“Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my
prayer. From the end of the earth will
I cry unto thee, when my heart is over-
whelmed : lead me to the rock that is
higher than I. For thou hast been 2
shelter for me, and a strong tower from
the enemy.” We doubt if any servant of
God, in any age of the world, ever ex-
perienced or expressed God’s goodness
and mercy in a greater variety of ways
than did David. God took him from the
sheep cote, where he was the least in
his father’s house, and exalted him as
king to the throne of Isracl. He was,
therefore, well qualified to comfort
God’s little ones in all of their goings
forth. He could stand on the top of the
mountain and proclaim, “The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firma-
ment sheweth his handywork.” He could.
also descend into the depth of the valley
of despair and ask, “Is his mercy clean
gone for ever? doth his promise fail
for evermore? Hath God forgotten to
be gracious? hath he in anger shut. up
his tender mercies? Selah.” Psalm 77:
8-9. What a tower of strength the Psalm-
ist has been to us! He foretold of mercy’
and truth meeting together, and of
righteousness and peace kissing each
other. Well do we remember the time
when we felt that God could not. be
just and justify the ungodly, such as-
we knew ourself to be; and it seemed
that we were utterly cut off, and were
without hope and without God in the
world, until as we humbly trust Jesus
wag revealed to us, not only as the
Saviour of sinners, but as our own
personal Saviour. Thén we beheld the
glory of God as it appears in the face,
or person, of his blessed Son, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. We saw. that
in him, as David said, “Mercy and.
truth are met together; 1 10111(1011%1(*%%,
and peace have kissed each -other”
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Psalm. 85:10. Solomon must have had
a view of this for he said, “By mercy
and truth iniquity is purged: and by
the fear of the Lord men depart from
evil.” Prov. 16:6. In order to properly
esteem mercy, one must of necessity
realize his guilt and condemnation be-
fore a just and holy God, and by ex-
perience learn that “it is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth mercy.” We
are, therefore, glad that it is written,
“He that followeth (seeketh) after
righteousness and mercy findeth life.”
Let us remember that it is only the liv-
ing, those characters who are born
again, of an incorruptible seed, by the
word of Gtod which liveth and abideth
for ever, who seek, and they shall find.
Paul was writing to quickened charac-
ters, who had been dead in trespasses
and sin; who prior thereto had walked
according to the course of this world,
and included himself by saying, “Among
whom also we all had our conversation
in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind: and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others,” when
he said, “But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, iven when we were dead in
gins. hath quickened us together with
Christ, (bv grace ye are saved:) And
hath raised ns up together and made us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.” Paul also wrote to Titus, say-
ing it is “Not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but accord-
ing to his merey he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holv Ghost: Which he shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Raviour; That being justified by his
grace. we should be made heirs accord-
ine to the hope of eternal life.”

If we should regard anyv particular
verses as a text for this occasion they

would bhe the following from the first
epistle of Peter:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, To an in-
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you, Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time”—I Peter 1:3-5.

We do well to remember that Peter
was here addressing himself to those
whom he regarded as “strangers scat-
tered throughout” various provinces,
who were also the “Elect according to
the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, un-
to obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ.” None but such
characters have a mind or heart to en-
ter into what follows. They, and they
alone, have it in their hearts to give
thanks and glory and honor unto the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ for his “abundant mercy,” by
which he has begotten them again unto
a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. It is truly
a great mercy of God that he has made
us as creatures of the earth and blessed
us with all things pertaining to this
life, but it is infinitely a greater mercy
that he has made us new creatures in
Christ and given us a living hope in
him. This lively hope is a good hope
through grace and is God’s gift to us
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
He is the resurrection and the life of
his people, and if he be not risen from
the dead, then are we still in our sins
and. there is no hope for us. There is.
however, an abundance of irrefutable
evidence in the Scriptures that Christ
rose from the dead for our justification
and we, therefore, must preach Christ
and him crucified and risen as the only
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way of salvation for poor sinners, “for
there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved.” He is the first fruits of them
that slept under the condemnation of
God’s law, and our only hope of seeing
him as he is, and being like him, is
that by and through and in him we
shall be brought forth more than con-
querors through him that loved us and
gave himself for us. This lively hope
to which we have been begotten is ‘“‘as
an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that
within the veil; Whither the forerun-
ner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest for ever after the order
of Melchisedec.” Therefore the inheri-
tance to which we have been begotten
is “incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away,” but is reserved
in heaven, where neither moth nor dust
doth corrupt, and where thieves cannot
break through and steal. The best of
all earthly inheritances corrupt and fade
away and are as the flower of the field
which- to-day is and tomorrow has gone
for ever. Not so with this heavenly in-
herltance which shall never see corrup-
tion and shall abide for ever and ever.
How wonderful that it is declared in
God’s blessed word, which cannot fail,
that it is reserved in heaven for those
“who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time.” We are
glad that it does not depend upon the
(udfult by anything - that he can
do, to retain or keep this inheritance,
for this would leave us without hope
of eternal 010ry, for we know . that all
flesh is as prone to do evil as the
sparks are to fly upward. Paul said
in -his flesh there dwelt no good thing.
What a great satisfaction it is to know
that we are kept by the power of God;
and not ’:l)y works of any righteolsness
which we can do. ILé who had the power

to create the universe, with all the
myriad of worlds and creatures that is
in it, has made the way of salvation for
his people safe and secure, and we can
truly say with the great Apostle that
we are ‘“persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present nor
things to come, Nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall ever be
able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” If, indeed, we are His, we need
not doubt or have any fears about not
enjoying the fulness of that inheritance
which was given us in Christ Jesus,
for we are not only heirs of God, but we
are “joint-heirs with Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.” We are glad
that it reads that we are “kept by the
power of God through faith unto sal-
vation ready to be revealed in the last
time.” The fruition of faith does not
stop short of salvation, which is to be
made known or revealed in the last
time. Therefore there is nothing in this
world, or that which is to come, which
will hinder the saints from their final
preservation in Christ till they reach
their eternal home on high.

Among the many things which Jesus
pointed out in that memorable sermon
on the Mount, which led up to his re-
ferring to his followers as “the salt of
the earth” and as “the light of the
world,” is this wonderful passage:
“Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy.” Luke says “his
mercy is on them that fear him from
generation to generation.” Is it asking
too much for us to examine ourselves
for the purpose of seeing where we
stand, remembering that Jesus said, “if
the salt have lost his savour, where-
with shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out,
and to be trodden under foot of men.”



We feel to exhort our brethren in the
language of our blessed Lord by saying
unto them, “Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” We will include in our
greeting for this time the following
words of the poet:

“Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song,
The joy of my heart, and the boast of my tongue;
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast.

Without thy sweet mercy I could not live here,
Sin soon would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through thy free goodness, my spirits revive,
And he that first made me, still keeps me alive.

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart;
Dissolv’d by thy goodness, I fall to the ground;
And weep to the praise of the mercy I found.

The door of thy mercy stands open all day

To the poor and the needy, who knock by the way;
No sinner shall ever be empty sent back,

Who comes seeking mercy for Jesus’ sake.

Thy mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell:
"Twas Jesus my friend, when he hung on the tree,
Who opened the channel of merecy for me.

Great Father of mercies! thy goodness I own,
And the covenant-love of thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, whose whisper divine,
Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine

o

May God, in merey, remember all of
our readers throughout the New Year,
preserve them in Christ Jesus to their
journey’s end, and then take them to
their home in glory, where they shall
render unto Him undivided praise, in
a world that shall never end, is our
prayver for Jesus’ sake. Amen. R.L.D.

“That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us.”—1 John 1:3.

On this beginning of a new year we
are mindful .to meditate upon the things
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which we ‘have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, whieh we have
looked upon and our hands have -
handled out of the word of life. We
have a desire to review the Lord’s deal-
ings with us, giving diligence to make
our calling and election sure. We are
writing this epistle to the household of
faith beseeching you to note the way-
marks along the path we have traveled.
If it so be that you recognize the
markers along the way as being the
path you have traveled, then you have
fellowship with us; if they be strange
to you, then you can class us as a
stranger to the household of faith.

It has been so long since we have
written you that we feel some kind of
explanation would be appropriate. A
few months ago we. were employved bv
a concern that required our services
from eleven to seventeen hours a dav
for six to seven days each week. We
were content to pursue this with the
vain thought that at an opportune time
we could again take up our communion
with brethren and meditations uron the
Scriptures. We held this position three
months and upon its termination tried
fervently for one month to renew our
relationship with brethren and lav hold
on the Spirit of God. It pleased God
to cut us off and to make us know that
our trials were in vain. When we had
given up all hope and were persuaded
that we had been a deceiver and that
our lot was with the wicked, the Lord
eraciously came to our resciue, renew-
ing onr interest and relationshin with
him and with brethren. Prior to this
wonderful renewing of the Spirit we
tried many times to pray, meditate.
write and sing, but it was so cold and
formal that it made us shudder. As in
the case of John we had to be shown
again that Jesus was the Christ. Do
vou ever go down into the valley so
low that you forget your dependence
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upon the grace of God and strive in
vain to deliver yourself? Are your striv-
ings and seeming zeal ever so formal
and cold that you are condemned as a
hypocrlte"

“Now I would like to go back in my
meditations, the Lord willing, and brief-
ly state to you some of the hlorhhghts
along the pathway that I have traveled.
I was born Sept. 28, 1906 in Amity,
Arkansas. I was brought up under the
tutorshlp of religious parents of high
moral character who taught that ahome
in Heaven was Ualned by good Works done
by 1nd1v1duals here. I was taught that I
was capable of performing these good
works upon my own volition. I grew up
as aregular attendant in Sunday School
and church, and zealously studied the
Bible from my earliest recollections. I
began to speak in public before T was
ten years old and was given the posi-
tion as Sunday School teacher in my
early teens. When I was fifteen I be-
came a member of the Kelly Division
of the MlSSlOIldI‘y Baptist Church, and
on the next night gave a prepared lec-
tire on John 3:16. I was often called
upon to speak in the absence of ordained
ministers, and while yet in my teens
was ordained to the full Work of min-
istry in that denomlnatlon I had a bad
case of “I-itus” feeling myself to be
worthy of imitation and classing my-
self as being the most influential
speaker in that section of the coun-
try. I was very zealous in revival meet-

ings trying to show sinners that they

were treading the path that leads to
hell and urging them to tmn do right
and be saved.

: Durmg this period of my career I
think God taught me my first lesson.
An ordained minister from Hot Springs,
Arkansas had been selected to conduct
a revival in the community where I
was teaching school. Night after night
he vehemently warned sinners to flee

the wrath to come. He had labored
hard to move them to action but not
one had come to the “mourner’s bench.”
The night before the meeting was
scheduled to close he came to me and
told me that he had done all that he -
could do and had gotten no results, re-
questing me to take charge the mnext
night and see what I could do. I agreed
to do this as I saw that it was an op-
portunity for me to make a greater
reputation. I carried my Bible and
note-book with me to school the next
day and on my return stopped beside
a brook and outlined a sermon on
the theme, “Sinners in the hands of an
angry God,” using as a text, “Thou
shalt be cut off and that without
remedy.” I was anxious for the meet-
ing to begin that night. I was blessed
with oratorical eloquence to such an
extent that hell was pictured so awful,
and God as being so angry at their
unconcernedness that when the altar
call was made approximately thirty
people flocked to the altar. I have never
forgotten the anxious expression of fear
amidst the tears on the face of the first
one who extended her hand toward me
at that time. Neither shall I forget the
awful tones of the voice of Almighty
God when he spake to me just before
I took her hand in mine. This voice
thundered, “Who are you, that you
should invite?” My fears were made
more terrible when that same voice con-
vinced me that I was a sinner, a hypo-
crite and a liar. This was the first time
that I had ever realized myself as a
sinner. The blackest, vile person that I
had thought of before seemed then to
be my superior. While I was in this
awful frame of mind people tried to
tell me how proud I should be to be able
to move the people in such a way. Their
intended  flowers were as thorns that
condemned me more. T slipped out of

the house as soon as possible and tried
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to flee from that terrible condition. 1
tried to get myself right with God. The
things that I had gloried in before were
as filthy rags.. For months and months
I moped about as a condemped sinner
finding no comfort or consolation in
anything. I finally had given up the
idea of making myself right with God
when it pleased him to teach me another
lesson.

Circumstances over which I had no
control placed me in a community far
distant from my home where they had
heard of me as being a preacher and
had arranged for me to preach one
Sunday night there. I was given this
information only one hour before the
service was to begin. My pleadings
would not convince them that I had
quit appearing before the public as a
preacher. Being caught in such cir-
cumstance, I was finally persuaded that
I could act the hypocrite at least omne
more time. I thought I could pick up
one of my old themes and lecture to
them, but I could not think of anything
other than that I was a sinner. Up to
this time I had never heard of any one
posing as a preacher who would be so
disgraceful as to confess himself to be
a sinner. I went before a big audience
unprepared, with a blank mind con-
cerning the Scriptures. My foremost
thought was that I was a sinner. I was
so upset that I did not go into the form
of prayer, but groaned within myself,
“God be merciful to us.” I have never
known whether I read any scripture or
not, but I was given to feast upon the
power, wisdom and holiness of God.
God revealed himself to me that night
as having all power in heaven and
earth; who spake and it was done; who
commanded and it stood fast. I saw
him as being so wise that he could
consecrate the acts of men and devils
to his own praise and glory. Ile appear-
ed as being so holy that he had a

wonderful and righteous purpose in
everything. When I came to realize
where I was that night, I closed the
services, yet feasting upon the charac-
teristics of God. I continued to enjoy
these thoughts enroute home that night
in my car alone. When about midway
home, my thoughts were reversed from
thinking upon God to thinking of my-
self. I saw a great gulf between God’s
power and my inability; God’s wisdom
and my foolishness; God’s holiness and
my sinfulness. I tried again in vain for
months to span this gulf and get my-
self right with God. 'When I had given
up all hope it pleased God to teach me
another lesson.

Several months later I was teaching
in this little town where I had this last
related experience, when a member of
the school board especially requested
me to attend with him a Wednesday
night service at the home of one, J. H.
Livingstone, Elder A. D. Wall, who
then lived in Arkansas, was scheduled
to preach. Up to this time I had never
associated with Primitive Baptists and
did not kmow anything about them. 1
had heard that there was an ignorant
people who lived in remote places who
were called “Hardshells” whom I was
taught to fear and ignore. I was in-
formed that they justified themselves
in the many devilish acts that they per-
formed and charged all their mean-
ness to God. I had heard that Uncle
Henry Langston was a “Hardshell” and
I quickly informed this man that I did
not care to attend the service with him,
giving him my reason. He immediately
told me that he was surprised at my at-
titude and further added, “If I have
ever heard a Primitive Baptist sermon
you preached it here in this town.” I
told him that I would go with him
for curiosity’s sake as I had always
wondered what I said that night, and
that I had yearned for such experience
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again, I went and Elder Wall was
blessed to take up every question that
had bothered my mind and answered
it with the Bible to my entire satis-
faction. Before he was through speak-
ing that night I was blessed to view
a character that I had never seen be-
fore. I saw Jesus who was very God
and very man span the gulf that was
between me and my God. I saw that
dual character loom up before me with
one foot upon the earth and the other
upon the throne of God in heaven. I
saw him stoop lower than the angels,
yes lower than men. I saw him as he
reached down into the miry slime of
the slough of sin, and even reach low
enough to reach vile me. I saw him as
he picked me up and washed me whiter
than snow with his blood, and presented
me without blemish, spot or wrinkle
carrying me across the gulf and pre-
senting me in the holiest of holy in
the presence of Almighty God as a fit
subject for that eternal city. Such
mercy and amazing grace I had never
been able to behold before. I was made
to ery out praises to his adorable name.
I thought T had confessed Jesus as my
Savior but found I had known nothing
about him before. I found myself speak-
ing in a strange language that all my
former associates knew nothing about
and they concluded I was crazy. I be-
gan attending Primitive Baptist church
and to my great surprise found that
the ministers were telling my experi-
ence and thoughts far better than I
could' express them.

In the year 1930 all my earthly pos-
sessions were taken from me; my first
wife died; my body was afflicted and
my parents turned a cold shoulder to
me feeling that I had disgraced their
good name. In the midst of all this,
and my feeling of unworthiness, I be-
came a member of the church that same
year and was liberated to speak in the

name of Christ. I was ordained in the
year 1934 and married a Primitive Bap-
tist girl whom the Lord has blessed to
be a sweet companion to me. She un-
derstands my infirmities, and overlooks
my many faults and patiently shares
with me the heartaches and tribula-
tions attached to the career of a min-
ister of the gospel. T have traveled
among this people in the different sec-
tions of the country and find such
unity in belief that I am persuaded that
all are taught by the same teacher. I
am determined to know nothing among
you save Jesus Christ and him ecruci-
fied. He is our salvation both for time

and eternity.

God has taught me in his wonderful
dealings with me the doctrine of sal-
vation solely upon the merits of Jesus
Christ to such extent that any other
doctrine is strange to my ears. I be-
lieve Jesus accomplished the law to a
jot and tittle, and his accomplishments
were accredited to the account of the
people who were chosen in him before
the foundation of the world. His blood
covered all the sins of all God’s people
that they have ever committed, are com-
mitting now or ever shall commit. This
is not proclaimed because of any
theory advanced by any one, but be
cause of the things that I have ex-
perienced. E. J. L

“The foregoing editorial by Elder
Lambert, we think, is well worth the
subscription price of our family paper.
He is not at all well and desires the
prayers of his brethren. We suggest
that all who can, and have a mind to

do so, write to him. R. L. D.”
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MEETINGS

Mt. Carmel Church, Coffee Springs, Ala., meets
each first Sunday, 11 a. m.
W. A. WILLIAMS and J. J. COLLINS, Pastors.

Ramah Church, Cottonwood, Ala., meets each
third Sunday, 11 am.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Mt. Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church, located
2 miles south of Dothan, Ala., meets each second
Sunday and Saturday before.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Old Union Primitive Baptist Church meets each
Saturday before fourth Sunday, near Dozier, Ala.
Harmony Church meets each fourth Sunday at
11 a.m., ten miles S. W. of Fayette, Ala,
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Little Hope Church meets each second Sunday
it 11 a.m. ten miles west of Fayette, Ala.
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Liberty Church meets each fourth Sunday and
Saturday before, 11 a.m., eight miles south of
Gordo, Ala. 0. G. CARVER, Pastor

Mt. Gilead Primitive Baptist Church meets each
third Sunday and Saturday before, five miles north
of Hartford, Ala. F. A. COLLINS, Pastor.

Bethlehem Church, Malvern, Ala., meets each
second Sunday, 11 am.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Hopeful Church, Ozark, Ala, meets each fourth

Saturday, 11 a.m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

The Primitive Baptist Church at Pratt City, Ala,,
holds meeting every fourth Sunday at 11 o’clock.
Meeting place at Alder St. at the top of the hill.
First car stop going into Pratt City from Birming;
ham. W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor.

Ephesus Primitive Baptist Church meets each
first Sunday and Saturday before in Slocomb, Ala,
F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

New Hope Primitive Baptist Church, Slocomb,

Ala., meets each first Saturday, 11 a.m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Wrights' Creek Church, Slocomb, Ala., meets

each fourth Sunday, 11 am.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

New Prospect Church meets each third Sunday
at 11 am. six miles S.E. of Sulligent, Ala.
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor

Beulah Primitive Baptist Church meets each 4th
Sunday, south end Three Notch St., Troy, Ala,
F. A, COLLINS, Pastor

Seclusia Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
#th Sundays, 11 am., 9616 South Vermont Ave.,
Los Angeles, Calif. H. Y. BEAUCHAMP, Pastor,

137 Chestnut Ave., Long Beach, Cal.

Bethel Church near Stockton, Cal. meets first
and third Sundays in each month and Saturday
nights before. For further information write SETH
BYNUM, Rt. 3, Box 800G, Stockton. Cal.

The Old School or Predestinarian Baptists meet
for worship first Sunday of each month, 2:30 p. m,,
second floor Pythian Temple Building, 1012 Ninth
St., N. W., Washington, D. C. Elder John D. Wood,
Minister. For information write FRANK T.
SIMPKINS, 5210 - H St., Dillon Park, Washing-
ton, D, C.

Salem Primitive Baptist Church meets each first
Sunday, 11 a. m., north end Harrison Ave., Panama
City, Fla.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Salem Old School Baptist Church, Weiser, Idaho,
meets every second Sunday at 5th and E. Park
ot B. O. JEFFREYS, Pastor, Weiser, Idaho

Pleasant Valley Church Kingman, Kansas, meets
each second Sunday and Saturday before, every
second month (Nov., Jan., etc)

w.L. SCHENCK, Moderator, Williainstown, Kans.

The Lost Creek Church of Old School Predestin-
arian Baptists meets first Sunday each month and
Saturday before near Denton, Carver Co., Ky.
Ten miles south of Grayson and two miles from
Denton on Grayson and Denton Highway. Leave
U.S. 60 at Grayson via Hutchins. Take graveled
road to the church. C. H. EVANS, Pastor

The Zion Church of Primitive Baptists meets the
first Sunday in each month at 11 am. and Saturday
pefore a 2:30 p.m. on South 7th St., Mayfield, Ky.

0. W. PERKINS,Pastor.

The Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church at Balti-
more, Md., meets every first and third Sundays at
11 a.m. in the meeting house, 210 E. Madison St.,
near Calvert St.

Meetings are held with the Black Rock Church
(outside of Baltimore, Md.) every second Sunday.

Hopewell Old School Baptist Church, Hopewell,
N. J. meets every Sunday 10:30 a.m. in the meet-
ing-house. Pastor in regular attendance except
first Sundays. C. W. VAUGHN, Pastor

Olive and Hurley Old School Baptist Church
ASHOL.AN, N. Y.
Meetings every first and third Sundays 11:00
a. m, 2 p. m

The Middleburgh Old School Baptist Church
meets fourth Sunday in each month. Services held
in the American Legion rooms, over Judge Gol-
ding’s office (third floor), Main Street, Cobleskill,
N. Y., 11 am, and 2 p.m.

ARNOLD H. BELLOWS, Pastor.
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Ebenezer Old School Baptist Church
in NEW YORK CITY

Meetings every first and third Sundays at
Farkside Hotel, 18 Gramercy Park South, one
block east of Fourth Ave. and 20th St., near 23rd
St. Sta. Lexington Ave. Subway. Take Elevator to

Park Room second floor, 11 A.M. 1:30 P.M.

R. LESTER DODSON, Pastor

Dan River Church between Danville, Va., and
Reidsville, N. C., meets each fourth Sunday 11 am.
and Saturday before.

D, V. SPANGLER, Pastor |

Elder W, N. Green, an Old School Primitive Bap-
tist preacher, of Altus, Okla., will preach each fifth
Sunday, at 2:30 p.m. in Municipal Auditorium room
214, Oklahoma City, Okla.

(Mrs.) M. R. FOSTER.

Salem Old School Baptist Church
1626 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa.
(GRAND FRATERNITY HALL)
Meeting first Sunday, each month 10:3¢ a.m.
Take Elevator to 5th Floor

C. W. VAUGHN, Pastor

The Predestinarian Baptists meet at Primitive

Baptist Church, corner Shotwell St. and Fizer -

Ave., Memphis Tenn.,, on second Sunday each
month at 11 a.m. and Saturday night before,
E. H LANIER, Clerk

Sardis Church meets first Sunday each month at
10:30 am. and Saturday before at 2:30 p.m. at Pot-
ter Co., Court House, Amarillo, Texas, Elder W. N.
Green, Pastor. Elder C. E. Turner, Assistant Pas-

tor.

The Old Orderly Mt. Zion (Cash) Predestinarian
Baptist Church meets on Saturday before the
fourth Sunday in each month, at the home of Bro.
J. J. Darnell, Campbell, Texas.

. W. A, LITTLE, Moderator
Sister SIMMONS, Clerk

Saints Rest Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
first and third Sundays each month 11 a. m. 4614
Sylvester St., Dallas, Texas.

C. B. TEAGUE, Clerk, L. D. ROSE, Pastor

Fort Worth, Texas, Primitive Baptist Church,
1211 8th Ave., meets first Sunday in each month

at 11:00 am. and Saturday at 2 p.m. Take South
Summit car to All Saints Hospital, get off and go
one block North to meeting-hause.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor

Shepherd Fold Church meets every fourth Sun-
day at Civie Club, 1419 N. Shepherd St., Houston,
Texas. W. O. Beene, Pastor, Ben B. Walston,
Ass’t Pastor. (Mrs.) IRENE WISENBAKER, Clerk.

The original Pilgrim Rest Church of Lawn Texas
meets every first Sunday and Sa‘urday before at
HOWARD EASON, Clerk

10:30 a. m. C. M, HAYGOOD, Pastor

Macedonia Church of Predestinarian Baptists
meets at Rising Star, Texas each second Sunday at
11 a. m. and Saturday before at 2 p. m.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor.

Mt. Olive Church of the Predestinarian Baptists,
Stockdale, Texas, meets the third Sunday in each
month at 10:30 a, m. in the Dr. Wood church-house.
Those interested write Mrs. Lela Culpepper, Stock-
dale, Texas. E. B. AULT, Pastor

The Old Salem Church of Old School Baptists, 4
miles south from Teague, Texas, meets the first
Sunday in each month and Saturday before.

MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk

Mt. Zion Church, Weslaco, Texas, meets every
fourth Sunday at 10:30 a. m. and Saturday before
at 11 a. m. at the home of E. B. Ault on Progresso
Highway, three and one half miles south of Wes-
laco E. B. AULT, Pastor

BESSIE CHAMBERS, . Clerk
Route ‘1, Box 88, Mission, Tex.

Danville' Primitive Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday 11 am. and Saturday night before
Bradley Road, Danville, Va. .

: W. R. DODD, Pastor

Malmaison Church ten miles from Danville, be-
tween Chatham:and Danville, Va., meets each first
Sunday 11 am.. D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor

Norfolk Primitive Baptist Church meets each
third Saturday at 2:30 p.m. and Sunday at 11
a.m, Fairmont Park, 3023 Cottage Toll Road,
Norfolk, Va., R. B. DENSON, Pastor

Richmond Primitive Baptist Church meets each
fourth Sunday at 11 am. in the meeting house,
28th St., South Richmond, Va.

R. B. DENSON, Pastor

Little Zion Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
at my residence, on Pacific Highway, U.S. 99, about
one mile southeast of the southern city limits of
Ghehalis, Wash., the fourth Sunday of each month
at 11 am. C. M. FISHER.

Bethel Old School Baptist Church, Riffe, Wash.
meets every third Sunday, 11 a.m. in the meeting
house, I. F. COLEMAN, Mod.

ROSA COLEMAN, Clerk, Riffe, Wash.

Mizpah Church, Touchet, Washington, meets the
fourth Sunday and Saturday before.
PETER JONES, Pastor.

Pleasant Grove Church near Yakima, Washing-
ton,. ‘meets at 11 a. m. each second Sunday by ap-
pointment at the home of one of the members
living at Naches, Wash. A. D. HUGHETT, Pastor

BEATRICE HAAN, Clerk
Star Route, Naches, Wash.

Harmony Old School Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday at 11 a.m. and Saturday before at 3
pam. about four miles east of Huntington, W. Va.,
N. S. Route 60 on Russel Creek.

HARVEY J. BIRD, Moderator.
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EXPERIENCE *
The Lord has been so good to me
I shall on Him depend,
Unworthy as I feel to be
Until my journey’s end.

He blessed me every night and day
Sufficient for my need;

To Him I often try to pray

To pardon all my deeds.

His presence and His tender care,

Each hour I do implore; .
And mercy grant me every-where,
Both now and ever-more.

I feel His need, indeed I do
And feel my guilty shame;

I feel condemned for-ever too
For sinning against His name.

I have no room to make excuse
Or merits for to give;

I have to own up to the truth,
And beg Him while I live.

If mercy in His sight is found
Bestow on sinful me,

Before they place me in the ground,
His mercy hope to see.

My poor old heart, dear Lord, prepare
To praise Thee ever-more;
Oh take me, Saviour, over there
Across the Jordan shore.
Romney, W. Va. THOS. F. LEWIS

CORRESPONDENCE

807 Pope St., Memphis, Tenn.
My DpArBST VERTNA: There is no use
trying to put away this desire to write
you of things pertaining to salvation
and faith in God. There seems to be
an urge or drawing inside me toward
vou that is irresistible, (not that I dis-
like it to be) but I am so afraid of

worrying you by writing too much. I
try to put away the thoughts that pour
into my mind after reading your let-
ters, but it is hard to put things that
are so pleasant out of the mind. I love
to think of God and his creation, his
salvation of sinners and of the great
mystery of it. John says in the 10th
chapter of Revelations, he saw an angel
stand on the land and the sea, and
swore that there should be time no
longer. And in the days of the voice
of the seventh angel when he shall be-
gin to sound, the mystery of God should
be finished, and I think about it so
much. What a great mystery is life,
creation and the cause of all events, but
there is within me always a reaching
out for knowledge of these things; but
I do not believe man will ever attain
to such knowledge here except in a
small measure—just what is good for
him, no more. You said you believed
one could make one’s self grow in grace
until they would not have any more
doubts. I do not know what kind of
doubts you meant. I believe to grow
in grace and knowledge of the truth
and Christ’s righteousness only causes
one to see more clearly their own weak-
ness, inability to do good or keep them-
selves from evil and idols. They see the
sin within more clearly and abhor them-
selves and fear and tremble, knowing
what they are by nature and what they
must be by grace to inherit eternal life:
thev glimpse Christ and his righteous-
ness and his perfection so pure and holy.

I do not believe God’s children doubt
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God’s power to save, nor his power to
rule and control all things, but their
doubt is whether they really have been
born of the Spirit or did they just
imagine they were.

In answer to what you said about
divine guidance and an inner voice, I am
sending you an article in Sunday’s
paper by Mr. Ellig and I think it is
good. How any one can disregard the
workings of this Spirit in God’s people
I surely do not understand. I mean how
can people say they do not believe in
the workings of this Holy Spirit in the
hearts of his people, when it was Jesus
who said, except ye are born of the
Spirit, ye cannot see the kingdom of
God. When a child is born of its mother
it is alive.and that life and breath
cauges it to grow and function or act
until death. So when one is born of
that Spirit of God it is life, it acts, it
funetions, grows and produces faith and
all the things Paul enumerates in the
5th chapter of Galatians as being
fruits of the Spirit. I believe it is eternal
life and when death causes this natural
earthly body to go back to dust, this
Spirit lives and soars upward to God
who gave it; but while it is abiding
in this creature, this earthen vessel, I
believe it produces fruit; but this
earthen vessel is gtill an earthen vessel
and sin was not taken out of it but
left in it condemned in the flesh, so
in the flesh we are guilty and will al-
ways be so; but if the Spirit abides in
us, if we have been born of the Spirit
then we stand before God holy and
without blame in love because of Jesus,
God’s only Son, and what he did that
we might have life and a home in
heaven.

Vertna, you said you believed. Just
what do you believe? What I mean is,
do you bhelieve that He is, and that he
is a rewarder of thewn that seek him?
Do you believe that he is the cause of

a person seeking him? Surely there
must be a cause! The natural mind re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit,
and is not subject to the law of God.
I do not believe the natural mind ever
seeks Jesus, so if a person has that
earnest desire within to be saved I be-
lieve it is evidence that there is life
there. Do not understand me to mean
that if T started out to-day and asked
everybody I met if they wanted to be
saved and they all said they did that
I would believe just from that that they
had eternal life. That is exactly what
is going on in modern churches to-day.
Is it not?. They will take them in the
church and baptize them on just the
statement that “I accept Christ as my
personal Savior and am going to live
and work for him, etc.” I am sorry I
said that as I have meant to try and
not criticize others for what they be-
lieve—that is for them and their God,
it iz not for me to judge.

Vertna, what I am trying to say is
that I believe God is a rewarder of
them that seek him for it is he that
caugses the seeking; and did you ever
stop to think that there is a space of
time between conception and birth?
There is life from the time of concep-
tion or else there would be no growth.
No one remembers their natural birth
and I often wonder if any one actually
knows when they are born spiritually.
We begin to have thoughts that are new
to us, we speak of an inner voice and
we feel it. I believe it guides us, we
may not realize it but it does. As babies
we automatically love our parents,
brothers and sisters or members of our
household. So I believe it is spirtually.
We are automatically, or I will say
spiritually, drawn to the family of God,
and we love God the same way and
for the same reason, because we are
begotten of his Spirit, and it is he and
his love that draws that that is born in
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us to him. His love and power sur-
passes all love or powers for he is the
only power, even the powers that be
are ordained of him. He is the great [
am, the beginning and the end. “I am
God, and there is none like me, De-
claring the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure.” One writer says, “Known
unto God are all his works from the be-
ginning of the world.” As I have said
so often I feel that man is so apt to
judge the Lord by feeble sense. Some-
times I have wondered if one who had
not been born again ever pondered
these things at all. Jesus said, they can-
not see the kingdom and he also said,
“the kingdom of God is within you.”
Vertna, there is no way around it,
it all adds up, Jesus in you the hope
of glory, the kingdom of God is within
you. We read in Exodus 35:21, “And
they came, every one whose heart stirred
him up and every one whom his spirit
made willing, ete.” Did you ever follow
up the word spirit? I mean look up in
the concordance all the places it refers
you to. I know you have read it, but
read the 14th, 15th and 16th chapters
of John. It seems Christ was doing the
talking. See what you think of the Com-
forter? What and who it is, and what
it was sent for, and who it is sent to.
Notice Jesus’ prayer in the 17th chap-
ter. I try so hard to understand rightly
what is meant, that is my greatest de-
sire. T think, if T am not mistaken, my
hope is that I have truly been born of
the Holy Spirit of God. And although
I believe if I have, I will receive all
the knowledge necessary for me, all the
faith and wisdom to keep the command-
ments, and that is all I need, never-
theless, I believe it pleased him to put
this yearning desire within us to know

wore of these glorious things. IHe says,

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me.”

It seems the apostles witnessed the
most—the life, death, resurrection and
ascension. John even baptized Jesus. I
have been reading for weeks and this
morning read again the stoning of
Stephen, and Saul (very much an un-
believer) stood by and consented to that
man of God being stoned to death. He
went to the high priest desiring of him
letters to Damascus to the synagogues,
that if he found any of this way he
might bind them and bring them to
Jerusalem, He had the opportunity of
hearing the preached word, he probably
had heard Stephen. Stephen was a man
full of faith and power and was given
wisdom and the spirit. The disputers
were unable to resist the wisdom by
which he spoke so they brought false
witnesses against him. In the Tth chap-
ter of Acts he preached such a grand
and glorious sermon in the power of
God from Abraham’s time to Christ’s
crucifixion. Then they killed him. Did
all that wonderful preaching make Saul
believe? As he was journeying along
with evil intentions it seems in his
heart, something was shown to him,
and after this what did Paul do? He
testified of these things, what he had
seen and heard there on the way to
Damascus, and immediately he loved
those folks he was persecuting. He was
a willing character for he, trembling
and astonished, said, “Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?” and he did ex-
actly as the Lord told him. He was sent
into the midst of all kinds of danger
and persecution, yet Paul is the very
on¢ who said, “We know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose,” and on and
on as you know without me quoting
it all.
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I believe all true believers believe in
the working of the Holy Spirit in their
every day life. I believe they are taught
by that spirit. When one is born of
that spirit it takes up its abode within,
it abides in you as John said of the
anointing, “Ye need not that any man
teach you: but as the samme anointing
teacheth you .of all things, and is truth,
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in him.” And that
truth, or spirit or anointing is Jesus
for he is truth and it just will not
accept or be drawn to false witnesses.
The flesh will, but not that perfect
Spirit of God, for Jesus said, “He will
guide you into all truth.” It is truth
and is drawn to truth as love is drawn
by love—love begets love. I never tire
of trying to express what I hope to be-
lieve concerning the Holy Spirit and
what its purpose is. I believe it is the
reason why I have a hope in God. It
is what I believe that sometimes fills
me with perfect assurance that Jesus
is mine. It is what causes me to loathe
the sin which I know is in me, and
makes me fear, tremble and repent and
beg God to be merciful to my un-
righteousness and lead me in the way.
You asked me what I thought of it in
our daily lives, so that is what I think.

About forgiving one’s brother, when
we take those commandments and try
to live up to them literally, or apply
them to every one, or think we see one
who has not forgiven his brother we
are surely trying to live up to the letter
of the law. We read in James 2:10,
“For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all.” So are you and we are
all glad that Paul says, “For ye are
not under the law, but under grace.”
So it is not by keeping the law that
we inherit eternal life, “For by grace
are ve saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should
boast.”” He does not need to inquire
what is in man, he made him and he
knows what is in him. Paul says, “For
the creature was made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reason of him who
hath subjected the same in hope.” God
knew man loved to boast of himself
so he left no loophole. “Not of works,
lest any man should boast.” Man be-
ing made subject to vanity is indeed
vain. Do we not see and know this?
Is there any wonder that there is war-
fare within when the pure and blessed
Holy Spirit takes up its abode there?
It is in opposition to the sinful nature
of man, but thanks to God it is the
stronger. Its fruit is meekness, humble-
ness, gentleness, love, goodness, faith
and it comes from the very fountain
head of all these things, even God, and
he cannot be overthrown.

Louise Newman called me a moment
ago and said she was getting her work
ready for the day, but her mind was
gso full of God’s greatness, his sover-
eignty in all things and the wondrous
plan by which all things come to pass,
she just had to talk to some ene about
it. Vertna, does that sound like the
natural mind? “For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.” There
was a time with me when my whole
desire was earthly things that perish
with the using—{riends, pleasures in
worldly things. Now there seems to have
something come in that makes these
worldly things secondary, they are no
longer my whole desire. They have been
spoiled, I hope, by the stronger, and he
bound me with his great love, the strong
cords of love, yet made.me free from
the law of sin and death, free from the
condemnation. T believe I can truthfully
say with Paul, “For I delight in the
law of God after the inward man: But
I see another Taw in my members, war- -

ring against the law of my mind.” so
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this law of sin and death is still with

us and is warring against this and is

warring against this law, or spirit of
God, but Jesus has overcome the world
and redeemed his children to God. No
wonder Paul goes on to say, ‘“There
is therefore nmow no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who
(whether they feel like they do or not)
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” They were “created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk
in them.”

Vertna, I must close, do not fail to
keep writing me the thoughts of your
mind on these things except for just
one reason, that is, if you in any way
at all are tired or upset by my letters
then do not write me and I will under-
stand, and honestly I will not think
.hard of you, but do not stop writing
me for any other reason. I am not tired
of your doubts and what you call lack
of understanding for I have had the
same and still do for that matter. As

I was talking with sister lately it does

seem that T am stronger in faith than
I was at one time, but I say that fear-
fully, realizing my weakness and where
my strength lies. I Cor. 10:22 says,
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.” I know
that if T am stronger in the faith it is
because God so worked it in me for I
have learned, I think, that I can do
nothing of myself. Why? Because I have
tried and still try. I truly believe that
is his way of teaching us to look to
him, pray to him, render praise to him
from whom all blessings flow.

I cannot seem to quit. Vertna, your
letters do not sound like lack of un-
derstanding to me. They tell me that
you are doing exactly what Paul wrote
in Phil. 2:12, Read the verse. You may
think you are not one to whom he is
speaking as he said, “Beloved, as yc

have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in
my absence, work out your own salva-
tion with fear and trembling. For it
is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of his good pleasure.”
When reading people’s experiences,
which we do believe is the working of
the Holy Spirit in them, do we not
see how long they have pondered thesé
things in fear sometimes and in doubt
not ‘confessing Him in so many words,
but the light that cannot be hid shone
$0 brightly in their walk, and although
they did not realize it, may be their
speech betrayed them. This might look
to some as though the Lord was striv-
ing and having a hard fime with this
person to save him, but not so to me.
His word is sharper than any twoedged
sword. Seek and ye shall find. As to
how long any one is to seek before find-
ing T do not know and it does not say,
but you have obeyed that for I have
never seen one that I felt was really
seeking more than you, and seeking the
truth which is him. “Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled,”
but if you are trying to find righteous-
ness in yourself you are trying to satisfy
the law. It took Christ to satisfy the
law’s demands, so it is his righteous-
ness and his obedience that saved his
people. We are told our own righteous-
ness is as filthy rags in his sight, and
is an abomination. So then we are saved
by hope. Hope in what? Hope that
Christ died for our sins and was resur-

' rected justifying us for his own name’s

sake, and not for anything we might do.
“Not according to our works, but ac-
cording to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus be-
fore the world began.” Man’s heart de-
vises many ways, but God directs his
steps. I am “confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good
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work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ.” 1T believe in his
own time and way you will be led to
obey every ordinance which is necessary
for your life here and hereafter. Do not
trust in man or man’s ability to obey
and keep the commandments, thereby
justifying themselves and setting Christ
at naught, but hope for the things we
"see not. Has he changed as to his way
of saving souls? Is his arm shortened?
Hag his power diminished that he can-
not draw people to him and save them
as his disciples testified all through the
Bible? James 1:17 says in speaking of
him “with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” “The sane
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” He
said in speaking of his new covenant
what he would do and what they shall
be. Paul told some one, “You hath he
quickened.” John speaks of the anointed
that teacheth themi all things. Now to-
day the same is manifested. Has he
changed? Do we not still hear and read
of people trying to tell how they hope
they have been quickened by the Spirit
of Truth (Christ in them the hope of
glory) which hHope we have as an anchor
of the soul, ctc? “We are saved by hope:
but hope that is seen is mnot hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope
for?”’

Vertna, does it not all add up to
Jesus, nothing but the blood of Jesus?
All the works of man are vain, or from
gsome selfish motive, Jesus’ love alone
has gained for us a home in glory.
These words just came to me out of no-
where it seems, but they went together
as I thought them, so that is what I be-
lieve. 1 sometimes wonder about you
and T passing so many thoughts back
and forth to each other, and what the
purpose is. It seems my heart is so full
of praise and love to God and love to
you as I write you. I somelow fecl
strong in faith more than usual. T do

not want to deceive yvou as to myself.
T wonder about the things I write you
sometimes., 1 earnestly believe they are
true, but T am not able to always view
them so plainly. T am very doubtful and
fearful that though these things be true
they might not be for me, yet suvely
I could not believe the truth if 1 had
not been born again. If this is not the
truth then 1 am just deceived. With
love. (Mrs.) LUCILLE YOUNG

223% S. Tenth St., Mt. Vernon, Il

Dear Brorarr DopsoN: I am enclosing
renewal for Sister Bella Meredith’s sub-
scription to the Signs. I hope she will
not miss a copy as she enjoys reading
it so much. When she is able to attend
church she does not get so much out of
the preaching on account of impaired
hearing, but she loves to read. I have
just returned home from visiting her a
week and she told me she read and re-
read the Signs, enjoying the editorial
writings and getting so much out of
thenm. She is a very dear sister in our
little church, one we all love and miss
her when she is not able to attend. She
is very lonely since her companion,
Brother J. T. Meredith passed on. They
always enjoyed having the Baptists in
their home, and I can truthfully say
I believe the Baptists always enjoyed
being in their home. I always have.

Elder Dodson, when you have a niind
to do so I would like you to write your
understanding of the text in Song of
Solomon 1:19. “I have compared thee
O my love, to a company of horses in
Pharaoh’s chariots.” I have such a de-
sire to understand the Bible, but I am
not given much understanding. Do not
get much light and cannot remember
when I do read so I can talk or write.
I do feast on the good writings in the
Signs and when T hear the good ser-
mons., I attended our Soldier Creek un-
ion at Soldier Creek Church near
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Brewers, Ky., and ‘we had a wonderful
meeting. All the Elders were blessed
with liberty to speak. It is a heavenly
place when all seem to be enjoying the
wonderful feast that is spread before
us and all can feast on the same food
that God has prepared for us spirtually.
God is love. He is God and there is
none beside him, He is my salvation,
my all in all, but sometimes my hope
is so small I almost lay it by. My little
hope and the strength that God gives
me is all T have. I know his strong arm
can uphold me in my weakness. I did
not intend writing at this length. I hope
you can be blessed to keep the dear
paper going as there is much good tid-
ings in it. An-unworthy sister if one.
(Mrs.) 8. S. KERLEY
(See Editorial.)

Route 2, Box 86, Jasper, Ala.

DpAr Broriier DobsoN: Several have
asked me to write something for publi-
cation, but it seems I do not have any-
thing on my mind to write at present.
As it is time to renew my subscription
T will write any way and if you think
it would be of worth to any one you
may publish it, if not it will be alright.

I was born in Gwinnett, Ga., in 1892,
My mother was a Missionary Baptist,
my father was not a member of any
denomination, but all my life he would
sometimes carry us to a Primitive Bap-
tist church about seven miles from
home. I thought those queer old people
were ugly. Some of the brethren wore
their hair long, down to their neck, the
sisters wore their aprons and sunbon-
nets. I loved pretty clothes and as 1
grew older was very well satisfied with
myself. T went to mother’s church, to
Sunday School and singings, in fact I
thought myself and my crowd better
than most any one, My father and
mother had only two children and en-
couraged us in thinking we were above

the average. I got along fine in my van-
ity until some time in the winter or
early spring of 1910. Something seemed
to go wrong, I became so troubled I
sould not sleep and no matter where I
was or who I was with I was miserable. -
I did not know what was wrong but
felt to be a poor, lost sinner. No matter
how hard I tried I could not get rid
of the awful burden and continually
in my heart I was begging for mercy.

I was planning to go away to school
in the fall and looked forward to this
change, hoping my studies and new en-
vironments would help me forget. Some
time in May there was a big uproar
in the country over Haley’s comet. Some
people got very upset. I saw it but was
not disturbed over it. It just seemed to
me it was something I could not do
anything about. One night mother -said,
“Some one said the comet’s tail will
sweep the earth tonight and it will be

the end of time.” Something seemed to

say to me-and 1 almost said aloud,

“You have been through something to-

day more severe than a comet’s tail.”
I cannot explain what I passed through
these few months. In August a revival
was being conducted at mother’s church
and I went. My cousins and my associ-
ates went to the mourner’s bench, got
saved and united with the church. I
went to the mourner’s bench but like
the poor fellow at the pool somehow it
did not reach my case. I decided my
case was different from all other cases

-and I was forever a lost sinner.

Omne afternoon my father and mother
were talking about the meeting and the
preacher’s text that day, “Virtue went
out of him.” 1 said, “Miss Carfax

wanted him to say more about the vir-
“tue, and father said “I did too.” 1 got

the Bible and read the scripture but
I did not nnderstand a thing, it meant
nothing to me. One woman had faith,
but I was just a poor, lost sinuer, for
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some reason different. My case was not
like other people’s. I walked out on the
porch humming a little song, “A sheep
went out into the cold.” It seemed T was
in a whirl of confusion when all at
onceé something opened up. Something
seemed to say, “It was a sheep before it
went astray.” In my mind I could see
the Savior, and saw what the sacrifice
meant when he hung on Calvary; what
the atonement meant to poor, little sin-
ners like me. Somehow T felt I was in-
cluded and “Amazing Grace” appeared
in a new light. All the afternoon I re-
“joiced in my heart. I would not go to
meeting that night, it seemed something
had taken place that separated me from
my crowd. I began to think of that little
church at Ivey and begged mother to
go with me. She finally agreed to go.
Somehow I felt like they spoke my
language, anyway I wanted to hear
what they said. I wanted to talk to
some one but shunned mother’s preach-
ers for they would ask me if I were
saved and then go on with a lot of

“how to do.” I had tried their plan

and T knew they would never under-
stand the sweetness that filled my soul.
Some how I felt like that little band of
ugly faces at Ivey were different.

On Saturday before the third Sun-
day in September we went to the little
church and when we drove up to the
place I wondered why I had never
noticed before how peaceful everything
around seemed. It seemed I could see
the Son in those wrinkled faces. Elder
Livesy went into the stand. His text
was, Abraham sending the servant for
Isaac’s wife, and T loved the things he
said. In fact I loved that meeting and
longed to ask them to let me have a
home with them and tell them my hopes
and doubts; to tell them I had tried
the works system, had been weighed in
the balance and found wanting, But my
hope was that for some reason it pleased

the heavenly Father to have mercy on
me. I hardly knew these people but felt
they were my kinsmen in the Spirit.
I was afraid I could not make even
them understand why a little girl hard-
ly eighteen wanted a home with them.
They seemed so superior in wisdom and
experience in battling with the prob-
lems of life. 1 wondered would T make a
mis-step some where down the line and
cause them to be ashamed of me.

My mother died in Feb. 1911. This
put new responsibilities on me. T

stopped school and tried to take moth-

er’s place in the home and help father
in the store. Time went on, I went to 4
meeting most every third Saturday and
Sunday, read the Bible and argued with
most every customer until my father
thought 1 was losing my mind and
threatened to hide the Bible but did
not. One Saturday he told me T could
have the horse and buggy to go to meet-
ing, but I must come home when preach-
ing was over and not stay for con-
ference and I promised. On the way to
the meeting we crossed a creek just
above a mill-pond. Every time I passed
that beautiful pond I wanted so much
to be buried in baptism, but this time
there was no thought but that I would
obey father and get home early for he
had to use the horse and buggy that
afternoon., When preaching was over
I did not want to go home. My sister
was with me and was sick. She kept
saying, “We must go.” Finally I got in
the buggy and we started home. I began
choking or something, any-way it seemed
I could not get my breath. I felt Iike
the wind was blowing so awfully hard,
or I was trying to swim up stream in
swift waters, the farther we went the
worse I got. When we had gone a half
a mile or more I said, “Estelle I must
go back.” She said, If that is the way
you feel all right.” When we got to the
church they were having conference
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but I do not know how far in confer-
ence. I remember walking up the aisle
and sitting down on the front bench.
An old sister behind me whispered, “Go
ahead if you want to.” The next thing
I remember I was sitting on the bench
beside Elder Livesy and was talking
but do not know what I said. There
were tears in his eyes, 1 looked at the
others and tears were in all their eyes.
I was so frightened I thought, ‘“What
have I done?” Disobeyed my father and
deceived these people. The church re-
ceived me. Elder Livesy asked me if
there was any other preacher I would
rather have baptize me. 1 told him
“no.” He asked me when I would be
ready? 1 said, “tomorrow if it suits
you.” So I was baptized the third Sun-
day in June 1914. Not in the mill-pond
but another pond just below the mill-
pond. I will never forget the beauty 1
beheld as I came from under the water.

Brother Dodson, I do not know
whether this is an experience of grace,
or the imagination of a silly girl, but
through many dark hours in my path so
far in life T have been comforted with
the hope that it was the working of the
Holy Spirit. My heart and sympathy
goes out to the little lanbs who have
impressions early in life to come out
from the world for they are criticized
and called old fashioned; and while
they are respected they are never popu-
lar, and there are many temptations.
I feel like we older ones should do all
we can to encourage them for I know
how little and weak they feel. I still
feel to be the least of all but I know
the rest feel the same. I did not intend
to write so much but somehow cannot
quit. I hope you will excuse such a long
letter. You will find enclosed check to
renew my subscription. I read the Signs
when T first became interested in spirit-
ual things. An old sister had a lot of
old copies which she let me read. 1t

had been many years since I had read
it until I received the copies you sent
me. I was so glad to find it was the
same as fifty years ago. Still standing
for the same truth and I cannot do
without it. T am so glad it is free of
arguments and debates. While we may
differ in some little points T feel in
the real fundamental issues we are all
together and should try to walk in
peace and love. I have had lots of hard
knocks because I was not able to see
where I was due some special “salva-
tion” because I united with the church
carly in life, but I know how it was,
I was so overpowered I just had to and
no honor is due me. I have only walked
in the path laid out for me. Had I not
been constrained by a higher power I
would have gone the way “that seemeth
right to man.” May be the mistakes I
have made were for my good in some
way so I am (sometimes) reconciled
that things are as they are. May the
good Lord bless you and all the good
writers to keep the paper coming full of
comfort to us little weak creatures
trusting in the Lord for something bet-
ter than this whirl of conflict. In hope.
(Mrs.) M. G. HAND

St. Albans, W. Va.
Dpar Erper Byrp: I have had a desire
to write you since I returned from the
good meeting at Harmony Church and
also the two at Hopewell and Provi-
dence. I told myself I would not try as
I do not feel fit to write one like you,
but I find myself trying. I cannot tell
you how much I enjoyed your preach-
ing,) and felt disappointed when you
were not put in the stand Sunday
morning. Then it rained and I was
glad as I wanted to hear you again.
I enjoyed the other preaching too but
vou got closer to my feelings. I hope
I believe it is not of man but of God
and that his glory has mo bounds. I
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have felt to rejoice and praise his holy
name. He speaks and it is done, he
commands and it stands fast. How
glorious is the thought that he works
and none can hinder. Blessed be his
holy name. When I am blessed for a
little season to feel his presence, and
to feel that he has smiled upon one so
small and unworthy as I, they are
glorious moments in my life. At those
times I could not ask for more but those
seasons are so few and so short. Then
comes the time of fear and trembling
and I sink in the mire where there is
no standing. I come into deep waters
where the floods overflow me. There
seems no mercy for one such as I. I
love to go to meeting and mingle with
his dear people but feel so unfit. Some-
times I hope I might have a small hope
through grace and again I am afraid to
hope. My burden is so heavy and has
been with me so long. I do not know
when I started to be troubled about
myself,

When in my early teens I would go
to church with my family and would
want to go in and listen, but the young
people of my age would not often go
in so I would stay out with them and
they would tease me about wanting to
go in. Sometimes I could get them to
sit close enough to the house that 1
could hear the singing which sounded
beautiful to me. I would go home and
cry as my heart would feel so heavy,
and I would wonder why I could not
shake off my trouble and be like other
young people. I felt so alone I won-
dered what was wrong with me. Some
time later when Mr. Lake and others
were baptized I believe I saw the beauty
and richness of Gtod’s grace and tender
mercy. He seemed to be before me in
his glory. The water looked so beautiful

to me and T wanted to be with them
shaking hands but T remained where T
was. My burden seemed lighter for a

short time and then T became go rest-
less I decided to get away from home
and all Old Baptist people and go to
work, thinking perhaps I could forget
my trouble. For some time it seemed
to leave me and I felt light hearted and
gay, but slowly it returned worse than
before. It seemell I had forgotten my
God, would surely die and my soul
would be sent to hell. It seemed I could
not pray and was surely lost. I was
married about this time and my hus-
band was worried about me. I was
afraid to go to sleep at night and this
would keep him awake. T longed to tell
him my fears but felt that he would
not understand.

I am now twenty-six and am still
troubled. T have had no dreams like
some people write of so sweetly in their
experience, and if I do have one it
seems so small, but sometimes when 1
feel T have a hope it is so precious to
me, more precious than gold. I would
love to have a home in the church some
day but I feel too unworthy and afraid
I am deceived in myself and would be
a deceiver to the others. Oh that my
burden might be made lighter by some
assurance from above, and that 1 might
be brought down in humbleness and be
made to say, Thy will be done through
my sorrows, and to praise his name for
his goodness and mercy and the many
blessings he sends to one so unworthy.
Elder Byrd 1 feel I should not send
this. I did not intend to write about
myself when I started, but I will let
it go hoping you can make allowance
for one such as I. In love.

(Mrs.) GERTRUDE B. HOFFTMAN

Star Route, Naches, Wash.
Dear Erper DopsonN: The July Signs
came to-day and I have read all of it
though it has been a busy day for me.
I was blessed to enjoy it too, and so
many times there is no joy for me in
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anything. Your reminiscent editorial
brought many thoughts to my mind. If
a thing is the truth when written it
will always be the truth, but as you
say, they take on renewed significance
as the years go by. Our later experi-
ences do not change the earlier ones,
they add too and make plain, so look-
ing backward we can see God’s hand
in all our travels.

I am reminded of a letter I have
from Elder Ruston dated July 1933
which is one of my prized possessions.
It was a comfort to me when it came
in a time of great trouble, at least it
seemed to me then to be great trouble.
But now looking back over the years
it was but a drop in the bitter cup I
have had to drink since. A few years
ago I came across this letter again,
and rereading it in the light of my ex-
periences every word had such a deep
meaning for me. There is no doubt in
my mind that it was divinely inspired
as I am sure no human being could
have seen into the future and known
about the things that had to come to
pass in my life. I, too, feel that the
future holds nothing for us that has
not been ordained of our God. Recently
that has been the only straw I could
grasp when almost submerged in a sea
of troubles.

This is a lonely life that God has
chosen for us. It may look to the world
that we choose our way, but I know
from experience I did not choose this
way. But in spite of my complaining I
cannot truthfully say I would have
things other than they are. I hope God
has given me faith to believe his way
is better than mine. I have tried to
choose the way I would live but can-
not. Satan took me up on the mountain
top and told me to look at all the riches
of my world, all the things I loved with
all my heart and longed for with all
my being. I would gladly have chosen

them and lived a life of happiness, but
I learned that the love of God shed
abroad in my heart was stronger than
the love I had for my prized posses-
sions. I remember hearing my grand-
mother say, “Love that does not rule
you is not worth the name.” T hope that
God does rule me by his love. Please
remember me to Mrs. Dodson. I have
not forgotten her kind hospitality.
Yours in hope.

(Mrs.) BEATRICE HAAN

Quonset Pt, R. L

On my way to California
Dear BrorHer DODSON AND TO THOSE
LOVELY BAPTISTS OF THE KEAST AND
SouTH, GREETINGS: May 1 extend and
express my heartfelt thanks and ap-
preciation for the beautiful courtesy
shown me upon this visit to Eastern
and Southern churches of Primitve Bap-
tist. A trip I have longed for since early
childhood and never realized until now.
It is of Gtod’s lovingkindness and mercy
I wish to write upon in his very real
dealings with me I hope as an in-
dividual, his unlimited grace and his
power.

This trip was so unexpectedly brought
about, all barriers removed, obstacles
swept aside, it has made a deep and
lasting impression and I am reminded
of where He tells us he makes rough
ways smooth and crooked ways
straight. I wish I had time and space
to dwell longer upon that scripture
alone. At one place in my journey com-
ing Kast, 1 stopped over with a friend
to rest and was wondering if I had
acted wisely in attempting such a trip
at this time. Lying in bed, waiting for
my hostess to call me, the call of a
turtle dove came sweet and clear upon
the morning air. Since the dove, the
literal dove I mean, has heen with me
through so many deep trials the thought
has come to me this trip was not upon
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my decigion at all. At one point in one
of Elder Dodson’s discourses he em-
phasized the scripture, “When thou
passeth through the waters, I will be
with thee,” and so it is, He is with us.
I have been brought through deep places
many times and I believe this trip has
been granted as a loving blessing that
I might hear and see all of the sweet
Baptists whom I have learned to love.
Such an evidence of kindness, courtesy
and respect for each other, and such
hospitality and love! I must thank you
again and again. I have for years held
out for that one' thing among Baptists
—courtesy! 1 need not go into detail,

but in some localities, I am grieved to

say, there has been a total mis-applica-
tion of the meaning of humbleness in
and among Baptists. They were so
afraid of works (and that too has been
mis-interpreted) it has bordered upon
downright rudeness and carelessness of
and mannerisms. Our
Savior upon earth is the true pattern
of gentility and courtesy. True hum-
bleness is not a bid for carnal sym-
pathy, but a broken and contrite heart
to and before God; and that heart can
be broken in a highly cultured person
just as surely as in any who is less so.
Rudeness and lack of courtesy can and
does cause just as much confusion as
differences of opinion upon doctrine,
and most surely this trip East among

you has proven beyond doubt that you.

are not only sound in the faith of sal-
vation by God’s grace alone, you are
a lovely, highly cultured and courteous
people. God bless you and thank you
again for your kindness to me.

I have been privileged to hear such
deeply gifted Elders as Dodson, Bel-
lows, Wood, Vaughn, Jones, Weaver,
Bennett, Slauson, Berry, Gilliam, Turn-
er and Lefferts. Doctrine, experiences
and practice all deeply instructive and
comforting. Worshipping the one true

and living God, a crucified and highly
risen Savior. T am thinking of the offer-
ing Mary brought and again the dove
(love) is a symbol. I heard one brother so
beautifully explain that Mary was very
poor and did not have anything to bring
but the dove, though she held the child
Jesus in her arm who was the perfect
offering though she did not know it,
and so she offered the dove. It was
slaughtered, its feathers plucked! Just
so was our Savior bereft of his natural
glory and his blood shed. And are we
not all poor, poverty stricken, having
nothing to offer naturally, but carry
in our hearts and bosoms the loving
Jesus Mary had in her arms? If not
deceived his spirit which dwells in us
is the perfect offering; the carnal mind
and creature is poverty stricken and
cannot make the sacrifice, but the one
perfect offering and offerer was made,
and so in Him is our righteousness and
he sits on the right hand of the Father
as our counsel, our mediator and our
judge. Standing or sitting he continual-
ly makes intercession and there is no
other mediator to whom we can go! The
symbols are of his love, his mercy and
his power; his grace and his pity from
the shores of the blue Pacific across
mountain and desert, through the great
agricultural belt to the shore of the gray
and formidable Atlantic, the beautiful
wooded New England, the magnificent
scenery of the middle-Atlantic states,
the rolling hills of the South all be-
speak the power and wisdom of a sov-
erign God; and I am reminded of the
poet who wrote, “To him who in the
love of nature holds communion in her
vigible forms she speaks a various
language.” 1 see the resplendent glory
of autumn color all the points of his-
toric interest as the depth of God’s
wisdom and blegsing.

Of all, the beautiful things [ have
scen, one thing stands out most beau-
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tiful of all. In the company of four
gracious and lovely Baptists I was
privileged to see a very aged sister in
Pennsylvania who said she was anxious
to go hence and be forever with her
God to drink from the fountain of his
endless pleasures and love, and asked
that Elder John D. Wood offer a prayer
to that effect, and such a prayer as he
was given to utter! What a beautiful
scene that was—this old soldier, ready,
anxious to go to cross over the dark
waters of the Styx, knowing and feel-
ing of a surety she has the Master
Navigator and Pilot at the helm. No
danger of shipwreck because he is hers.
He has gone before and so will gently
lead and guide her across to his eter-
nal home, and there, her battles over,
the vietory won she can rest. Believe
me when I tell you of all T have seen
of beauty this afternoon scene was the
most beautiful.

Pleagse remeinber me in your prayers.
Come out to California and let me try
~ to return some of this gracious hos-
pitality and love. What a message of
good tidings I have to take back to the
Baptists there, a beloved group. So now
I start my westward journey, feeling
God’s token of merey, grace and love
has been abundantly showered upon me.
I wish I had ability to thank him but
can. only say with the poet:

“I own I'm guilty, own I'm vile,
But thy salvation’s free;

Then in thy 2l abounding grace,
O Lord, remember me.”

In bonds of love, humbly and sincerely,
(Mrs.) LEONA TUTTLE

... A DREAM ...,

I had a dream on the resurrection
that has given me some light. I saw
myself in my casket, dressed ready for
burial. I thought that my friends were

around me, and I had prepared this
and we were expecCting some one or
something to come and better prepare
the body. I realized that we had done
all we could do and thought that who-
ever was coming to help had delayed
their coming., About that time I heard
a voice which said, “I come not to pre-
pare this mortal body, but to change
it into a crystal body.” Then I looked
down at my body and saw my flesh
was as clear as crystal, and inside its
crystal-line form were dark streaks like
bones running through my body.

When I awoke I wondered what my
dream meant. While pondering upon it
the seripture came to me, 1 Cor. 13:12,
“For now we see through a glass, dark-
ly; but then face to face: now I know
in part; but then shall I know even as
also I am known.” Another scripture
came to me, Kzekiel 37. The Spirit led
Ezekiel into the valley of dry bones. He
was told to prophesy. The bones came
together and had sinews and flesh. He
then made breath come into the bodies.
The Lord said, Ezekiel, this is the
whole house of Israel. They say their
hope is lost. Then this scripture came
to me, they shall come to me saying,
Holy, Holy art thou, Lord God
Almighty.

I then turned to my Bible and read
Paul’s expression to the Philippians
3:20-21. “For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who
shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he
is able even to subdue all things unto
himself.” This gave me great comfort
g0 I decided to have it written. (Told us
by our mother, Mrs. Cynthia Perkins
Brown.) P. G. BROWN

(See obituary in this issue.)
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130 Bruce St., Memphis 4, Tenn.
Drar Eprtor: I feel an urge to send to
you some of the things I hope I have
been brought to believe pertaining to
the doctrine of truth as it is in Christ
Jesus, our Lord. Predestination—imy
comfort as taught in the holy Serip-
tures. “Fear not: for I am with thee.”
Isa. 43:5. “The preparations of the
heart in man, and the answer of the
tongue, is from the Lord.”” Prov. 16:1.
There is one God, the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, these three are one. God
is a supreme being (sovereign), un-
changeable (immutable), omnipotent
(all powerful), omnipresent (always
present everywhere), omniscient (know-
ing all things), thus saying, “I am God,
and there is none else; I am God, and
there is none like me, Declaring the
end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all my pleasure.” Isa.
46:9-10. Therefore, “Known unto God
are all his works from the beginning of
the world.” Acts 15:18. “Yea, I have
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass;
I have purposed it, I will also do it.”
Isa. 46:11. “It is not in man that walk-
eth to direct his steps.” Jer. 10:23. See
Eph. 1:3-23 that God has a chosen peo-
ple, chosen in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world, predestinated unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself according to the good pleasure
of his will. God calls his children in
his own time and way. “To every thing
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven.” Eccl. 3:1.
This calling is effectual. “Whom he did
foreknow, (he chose in Christ) he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
first born among many brethren. More-
over whom he did predestinate, them
he algo called: and whom he called,

them he also justified: and whom he

justified, them he also glorified.” Rom.
8:29-30. This gift is rich and free, “Not
by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regenera-
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”
Titus 3:5. “TFor by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast. I'or
we are his workmanghip, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” Eph. 2:8-10. All the
elect (chosen) shall come to Christ and
none else. “All that the Father giveth
me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me ‘I will in no wise cast
out. For I came down from heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the will
of him that sent me. And this is the
Ifather’s will which hath sent me, that
of all which he hath given me I should
loge nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day.” John 6:37-39.
“No man can come to me, except the
TFather which hath sent me draw him:
and I will raise him up at the last
day.” John 6:44. Christ finished the
work given him to do of the Father.
“1 have glorified thee on the earth:
I have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do.” John 17:4. “To this
end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world, that I should bear
witness unto the truth. Every one that
is of the truth heareth my voice.” John
18:37. “It is finished.” John 19:30.
Nothing is left for the elect to do or
finish (whom he came to save). It was
all finished (the redemption) -when
Jesus hung on the cross saying, “It
is finished.” Thus I am made to believe
God knew from the beginning what he
would do and what he would allow or
incline others to do, that all events he
purposed and leads all to the chaunnel
for the good he chose. The evil is chosen
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to bring about the good he purposed.
“The seripture saith unto Pharaoh,
Iiven for this same purpose have I
raised thee up, that I might shew my
power in thee, and that my name might
be declared throughout all the earth.”
Rom. 9:17. (“For the children being
not yet born, neither having done any
good or evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not
of works, but of him that calleth.”)
Rom. 9:11. “As it is written, Jacob have
I Ioved, but Esau have T hated. What
‘shall we say then? Is there unright-
eousness with God? God forbid. For
he saith to Moses, 1 will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. So then it is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth mercy.” Rom.
9:13-16. “Nay but, O man, who art thou
that repliest against God? Shall the

thing formed say unto him that formed .

it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath
not the potter power over the clay, of
the same lump to make one vessel un-
to honor, and another unto dishonor?
What if God, willing to shew his wrath,
and to make his power known, endured
with muech longsuffering the vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction: And that
he might make known the riches of his
glory on the vessels of mercy, which he
had afore prepared unto glory.” Rom.
9:20-23.

S0 I of myself can do nothing, but
I hope he has shown me a little of the
things hard to be understood by the
world by making me to see my sinful-
ness, helplessness and dependence on
him for all things both natural and
spiritual. T have no righteousness I
own, no good in my flesh is found, but
the Lord is perfect righteousness and

my hope lies in the finished work of

him who was obedient to the law, did
no wrong. He is our righteousness and

oh if I know myself at all he is all I
want and him I love more than  all
things. I need his help and that con-
tinually for I of myself cannot with-
stand the evils of this world. Yet he
my every malady can heal. Brightest
and best of the sons of the morning,
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine
aid. “For there is none other name un-
der heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.” It is all of the Lord
and who are we to question it being so.
Where as once I abhorred this doctrine,
I am now made to believe and love it,
and that was not left to me to do, even
to believe it. I was brought, I hope, to
believe it by the great God of Israel
who makes no mistakes. To his chosen
is said, “Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore with lov-
ing kindness have I drawn thee’”’ Jer.
31:3. “We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love
the brethren.” I John 3:14. “We love
him because he first loved us.” I John
4:19. “Forasmuch as ye know that yc
were not redeemed with ecorruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot: Who verily
wag foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these
last times for you, Who by him do be-
lieve in God, that raised him up from
the dead, and gave him glory; that your
faith and hope might be in God.” I
Peter 1:18-21. Jesus said, “Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me.” If guilt and sin afford
a plea, then surely there’s room for
such as me, A guilty sinner. Submitted
in love and hope.

(Mrs.) LOUISE NEWMAN
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.. WORKS..

May I turn aside from my usual way
of writing for one time? I have tried
to comply with many wishes of our
readers in regard to texts that they
wanted me to write on. I have received
this request and I do not know how to
refuse. I have always hesitated in writ-
ing on requests. Not many times that I
have felt that easiness in writing that
I would like. It has seemed more like
writing by schedule or mechanically, 1
am not any good at this.

Yet, as I look back over the writ-
ing that I have done, I feel no hesitancy
in saying that the times of all profitable
writing the Spirit has had to be my
leader. As to how much, if any at all,
that has been worth anything to any-
one, I leave in the hands of God.
I do not know that T have a ministerial
gift, and if I have I do not know what

it is. But I do hear them talk about.

my doctrinal gift. Perhaps that is my
gift. If T have had that gift given me,
I am glad. If along the way, I am
blessed to speak of his eternal love to
poor sinuers to the comfort and edifica-
tiont of them, 1 am glad. In writing,

Calion, Ark.

as in speaking, T enjoy some degree
of sweetness in setting him forth as an

‘unchanging, eternal Being, the same,

yesterday, today and forever.

Now to come to this subject. The
cause of it came about in this way. 1
seldom have gone into a ehurch con-
ference and came out of it without
leaving some kind of admonition with
my hearers. I have not begun in the
last two or three years to do that, but
it has been a common practice since
I was ordained to the ministry. When
T have been blessed to feel and realize
the excelleney of the doetrine inm its
fullest sense, T often have admonished
my brethren to continue in this good
old way. T have been preaching with
seldom a dry cheek in the house, and in
the midst of sueh sweetness, I have ex-
horted my hearers to a continued walk
in this way. I did not know for some-
time after I began exercising in public
that there was any objection to this.
When I found it out, that has not
cansed me to deter from what I had
been doing. I have continued to do that
until to-day. In conference not long
since, I exhorted the members of the
church to be careful in their daily walk;
to be punctual in their obligations to
one another; to respect the action of
the church in all her deliberations. I
pointed out to them that the church
said in her first rules that each mem-
ber promised to look after each others
welfare, to attend all conferences, to
walk in sueh a way as to command re-
spect for the church. After the dismis-
sion I was approached and asked to
write on this subject.

I feel to make note of the fact that
I have been privileged to examine sev-
eral old church books. In my library 1
have the most of the periodicaly and
winutes of our people for the last hun-
dred vears, Tnoall these there is more
regard for a right walk and talk than



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 41

in these days. I feel sad when I hear
our people say that the word of Primi-

tive Baptists is not regarded as highly

as in former years; that in the former
days we could expect to have credit
extended to one of us much more readily
than now. I have lamented about such
things. It has caused me many anxious
moments, and I have had it said that
I was softening because I admonished
to a careful walk. But it does me good
to find many precious articles of long
ago where the writers admonished the
readers to a careful walk and talk.

The words of those in our day or
any day short of apostolicity are not
convincing. Our man of counsel is not
what this elder and that one thought
and preached and wrote, save those that
were chosen by the Savior.. Any evi-
dence with a ring of finality about it,
must come from those. I feel a desire
to rest there. I want, God being my
helper, to subscribe to the same tenets
of faith that they did. If T am given
grace, I will die preaching this doc-
trine that they preached. I am at a
great loss to know what our people
mean when they say that our walk does
not make any difference. I have yet to
read that in the Book. T do find breth-
ren, that every letter, and every chap-
ter of those letters almost in their en-
tirety, admonish the addressees to
certain things,

Timothy was not an apostle. I have
always looked on him as a young
preacher that had been called in the
time of the apostles. If there is any
difference in his call and the call that
a4 man receives now I have not noticed
it. I do not remember seeing any ac-
count of Paul to the effect that con-
ditions will change in the future to
where it will take a different way to
cope with the matter. What did he tell
Timothy? There was something about
preaching the Word. To-day, if a man

is called of God, he is preaching under
the command of. the apostle. T do not
mean to say that a man can take that
command given Timothy and use it him-
self. T do say that that command must
be taken by the Holy Ghost and brought
into our very being—given to us with
the same power that it was given to
the preacher in that time. That preach-
ing is the gospel of grace, setting Jesus
forth as the Living Word that was
made flesh and dwelt among us. Tt does
not have in it conditions for the natural
man to perform. It sets Him up as the
standard in the kingdom of heaven—
the standard of perfection. At the same
time it brings forth that we have
gone away from the perfect Way and
that for us to get back we must be
brought back. Now I want to be clearly
understood that it is not being brought
back and turned loose to do or not to
do. I have never found the conditional
doctrine of “root pig or die poor” in
the Bible. But this man that Paul is
writing to, is told what to preach. He
is told to be instant in season, out of
season; to do some rebuking, reproving,
exhorting. Who is he to rebuke? Well,
not unregenerates; hardly, Who (not
what)is he to reprove? Is it not the
same people that he was to preach the
word to? Some of the stoutest churches
in America at one time had what they
call exhorters. They are gone over the
horizon into oblivion. Were they apos-
tolic? Well, the eminent Paul told a
man to exhort with longsuffering and
doctrine. Why? He says the time will
come when they will not endure sound
doctrine.

An eminent Old Baptist preacher told
ne that Paul meant to tell Timothy to
be instant in season, and out of season
to rebuke and reprove. In other words
to act one way in:the spirit and another
in. the flesh. That would be equal to
Paul writing to the spiritual man and
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to the natural man. I do not believe a
word of it. The rebuking, the reproof,
the exhortation, was to establish them

in the doctrine. It was commanded of

an Old Baptist preacher. He was to
do these things in the church, that the
church might be sound in the doctrine.
I fall short of this. I am daily hav-
ing it demonstrated to me that of my-
self T can do nothing. If I have ever
preached the truth in the power and
demonstration of the Spirit, it is God,
by his Spirit, doing it in me. I have
headed this article “Works.” 1 do not
know that it is right to write on it.
But this I wanted to make clear for
the benefit of my own brethren and
sisters. Too, while T was making clear
to them, I wanted you and you to un-
derstand my position. The same divine
Power that enables me, if it ever has,
to preach, enables me to believe it. Any
and all other movement in the kingdom,
is from the same source. There is not
any action that is independent of the
Spirit in the spiritual kingdom. In no
way, whether in our day or the apostles
day, is the Spirit dependent on us.
Before I was connected with our fam-
ily paper, I wrote one article similar
to this, pointing out that the apostles
admonished the brethren. I believed that
then. I have not had occasion to change.
The editors have advocated that from
time to time. The senior editor founded
the paper on that kind of a prospectus
and lived up to it in his writing. T do
love to see my people behaving them-
selves, even if T do not. I love to see
my people walking circumspectly as the
apostle admonished the IKEphesians to
do, even if I do not. I feel to caution
and show the folly of conditionalisn.
I am perfectly persuaded in my mind
that it is not true. I feel to caution
and show the untruthfulness of any
scheme that lays my sins at the door
of the Spirit. When the prophet said

the Lord wrought all our works in us,
I do not believe he had any reference

to our wickedness. To me safety is

found here. To me it is a most blessed
privilege to believe that all our right-
eousness is wrought in us by the Holy
Ghost. I hope to be blessed while I
stay here to extol him for that; to be
found at all times, and places, declar-
ing that it is God that works in us to
first will and then do. While I stay
here I do not want to ever lay on him
the blame for my wrong doing; to
charge him with being the cause of my
sin; to ever be calling wrong, right.
May the Lord cnable us to walk
humbly in the presence of him and one
another. W. D. G.

“I have compared thee, O my love, to a
company of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots.”
—Solomon’s Song 1:9.

Sister 8. 8. Kerley of Mt. Vernon,
Illinois, has requested that we give our
views on the forgoing portion of scrip-
ture.

The Old Testament scriptures abound
with types of many wonderful things
which appear in the Gospel Dispensa-
tion. We have felt that Moses at Mount
Horeb was shown one of the best types
of the gospel church to be found any-
where in all of the inspired testimony.
It is said that “the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not con-
sumed.” Ex. 3:2. Well might he have
said, “I will now turn aside, and sec
this great sight, why the bush is not
burnt.” If there is anything in the Bible
which more clearly, or more truly pre-
sents the gospel church amidst the per-
secutions and afflictions of this world,
we do not know where it can be found.

When Abralham, in obedience to the
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command of God, went up into the
mount to offer Isaac, the promised seed,
he was shown a very wonderful type
of the offering which God, according to
his infinite wisdom and eternal purpose,
would make of his only begotten Son for
the sins of his people, Abraham beheld
behind him a ram caught in a thicket
by his horns, and went and took the
ram and offered him up for a burnt
offering in the stead of his son. (Gen.
22:13) Paul said, “He that spared not
his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things.” Roms. 8:32.
The scene of Joseph’s going down in-
to Igypt in the manner that he did,
portrays in a remarkable way the suf-
ferings of our Lord when he came into
this world to partake of sin and sorrow
on behalf of and at the hands of his
own brethren, that he might become an
High Priest whose feelings could be
touched with their infirmities, and by
the sacrifice of himself redeem all whom
God had chosen in him before the foun-
dation of the world, presenting them
without spot, wrinkle or any such thing
before the Father in love. These three
instances alone suffice to prove the
truth of what Paul wrote to his Hebrew
brethren when he said the law had a
shadow of good things to come.
Turning now to our text, we will
note first that it is among Solomon’s
writings. This book is called “The Song
of Songs, which is Solomon’s.” We
think the title was well chosen, for all
that was written by those inspired of
God to write, nothing can compare to
thig picture which Solomon portrays of
the love which exists between Christ and
his bride. Indeed, it presents the most
wonderful theme of love that mankind
knows anything about. Nothing has ever
appeared in either profane or sacred
history that could equal it. As we see it,
there is no language of any tongue or

people that is capable of describing, in
its fulness, the relationship which is
experienced by the church of God in the
world to-day when she is brought into
the sacredness of His holy and divine
presence. Holy men of old wrote as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
and men will continue to write until
the end of time, for God will never
leave himself without witnesses, but the
half can never be told of the greatness
and wonder of God as he is manifested
in the Trinity of his oneness. There are
many illustrations used by Solomon in
this book, which gives us an infinite
variety of ideas as to what Christ thinks
of his “fair one” and what she thinks
of him, but when all has been said that
can be said, at best we have only been
given a glimpse of the beauty and
grandeur of the love, union, communion
and fellowship which binds these two
together. Is it any wonder, then, that it
has been written, “What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.” In the midst of all our heart-
aches and fear, our trials and tribula-
tions in this life, we are made to re-
joice many times over the blessed as-
surance found in Holy Writ to the ef-
fect that nothing, not even the most
dreaded monster of all, death, will ever
be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

We can only present in a brief man-
ner what could and perhaps should be
said in connection with the text, and
first of all it might be well to indicate
what the church thinks of herself, as
given to us by Solomon. In the fifth
and sixth verses of this chapter her own
testimony is as follows: “I am black,
but comely, O ye daughters of Jeru-
salem, as the tents of Kedar, as the cur-
tains of Solomon. Look nof upon me,
because I am black, because the sun
hath 10 oked upon me: my mother’s
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children were angry with me; they made
me the keeper of the vineyards; but
mine own vineyard have I not kept.”
Thus is set forth her blackness and un-
comeliness as she sees herself, and her
trials and afflictions and own short-
comings are not withheld, or covered
up. It is because ghe sees herself in
this manner and feels as she does, that
she is made to inquire of him whom
her soul loves, where he feeds his
flock and where they rest at noon. Her
Beloved beholds her in an altogether
different light, for he says unto her, “If
thou know not, O thou fairest among
women, go thy way forth by the foot-
steps of the flock, and feed thy kids be-
sides the shepherds’ tents.” We wish to
emphasize the title he bestows upon
her, “Oh thou fairest among women.”
There are three score queens, and four-
score concubines, and virgins without
number, but “My dove, my undefiled,
is but one; she is the only one of her
mother, she is the choice one of her that
bear her.” S8.8. 6:8-9. It has been said
that true love is blind, and how true
this appears to be in this particular in-
stance! for in contrast to the way she
appears in her own eyes, her Beloved
not only calls her the “fairest among
women,” but he shows his matchless love
and grace for her by granting the de-
gire of her heart, in giving her instruc-
tions at to where to go, “by the footsteps
of the flock, and feed thy kids besides
the shepherdsy’ tents.” Her way is a
definite way, and is different from all
other ways. The vulture’s eye hath not
seen it, and neither hath the lions
whelp trodden it, signifying that it is
hid from the wisdom and strength of this
vain world; and while her way leads
through much tribulation, and even
death, the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein, and the end of
that way shall be joy and peace and
life everlasting.

In the chapter following our text, her
Beloved represents himself to her as
“The rose of Sharon, and the lily of
the valleys,” and his description of her
is that she is “As the lily among thorns,
so is my love among the daughters.”
She responds by saying, “As the apple
tree among the trees of the wood, so
is my beloved among the sons. I sat
down under his shadow with great de-
light, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste. He brought me to the banqueting
house, and his banner over me was love.”
Many encomiums are used throughout
this book in an effort to decribe their
love and admiration for each other, and
it would extend this article beyond the
proper length to include them all, so
we will have to content ourself with
only a few hints at the magnitude of
our subject. In the second chapter she
compares her Beloved to a ‘“roe or a

" young hart: behold, he standeth behind

our wall, he looketh forth at the win-
dows, showing himgelf through the lat-
tice. My beloved spake, and said unto
nie, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and
come away.” Just to get some glimpses
of Him through the lattice, and to hear
his voice, was sufficient to cause the
winter to pass, and the rains to be over
and gone; to fill her heart with the
melody of the singing of the birds, and
the flowers to appear. Her very soul
was full of ecstacy and bliss over his
appearing unto her and speaking whis-
pers of love of his divine favor. Is it
any wonder that she should, among
many other efforts to describe him, have
said, “My beloved is white and ruddy,
the chiefest among ten thousand***His
mouth is most sweet: yea, he is alto-
gether lovely.” 8.8. 5:10 and 16, In the
sixth chapter and elsewhere appears
his description of her, and what she
means to him. Among these various de-
seriptions is to be found the one in our
text, where he says, “I have compared
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thee, O my love, to a company of horses
in Pharaoh’s chariots.” On first thought,
one might very properly think strange
of such a comparison as this being made
of the bride by the Bridegroom, but
when all of the facts are presented there
is no reason why she should be offended.
We have already spoken of the utter
inadequacy of language to describe ful-
ly the things of God and his kingdom.
All of the types and figures to be found
in nature, when combined, are imper-
fect and come far short of depicting
completely the height, depth and
breadth of the grandeur of Zion and
her Royal King. It is quite apparent
that this “fair one” was by nature a
daughter of Pharaoh, and as such she
was an admirer of the beauty of the
things of nature. We have frequently
said that inspiration almost invariably
takes the strongest types in nature to
present spiritual things. This instance
is no exception, for in presenting the
particular phase of beauty which ap-
pears here, the likeness was not made
to just any horse, or group of horses,
but to “a company of horses in
Pharaol’s chariots.” Pharaoh being king
of Egypt, it could not be denied that
he had the finest of everything, and
particular care was no doubt exercised
in selecting, training and grooming the
. horses that were to draw the chariots of
the famous king. This “fair one” being
a daughter, by nature, and having rid-

den in those chariots was thoroughly

familiar with the fact that no finer
horses could be found anywhere in the
world, and they are referred to as “a

company of horses in Pharaol’s char-

iots.” The church of God is one body,
but composed of many members. In the
days of old it is said that “God led the
people (plural) about, through the way
of the wilderness of the Red sea: and
the children of Israel went up harnessed
out of the land of Tgypt.” Ex. 13:18.

How typical this was of God’s people here
in this gospel age! They are united in
one bond, and they are all journeying
in the same direction toward their
heavenly home above. Horses denote
strength, for one thing; even our gaso-
line motive power ‘is appraised in the
terms of horse-power. Horses also de-
note courage and many have stood out
prominently in the battles of war, ac-
cording to past history. They are beasts
of burden, and endure innumerable
hardships. Those whom the Lord is
pleased to call out and separate from
the world, and give courage and strength
to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints, are
not ashamed of him, or the ecomparisons
he may make of them. They are even
thankful that he has accounted them
worthy to suffer for his sake, and to
bear the ignominy and shame of this
present evil world, if only thereby they
may win Christ and be found at his
right hand before the Majesty on High,
when their race is run and their sum-
mons comes. We know of no sight more
wonderful, or beautiful, than to see the
followers of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, in this sin-cursed world, strug-
gling against principalities and powers,
and terrible odds on every hand, and
in humility laboring and striving to
dwell together in unity and in the
bonds of peace, and the sweetest of all
plandits will be when we shall have
been called to quit the walks of men,
to hear King Jesus say, Enter thou in-
to the kingdom, prepared for thee from
before the foundation of the world.
R. L. D.
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OBITUARIES

By request I attempt to write you of the death
of MRS. LUCY MINTER, who was born Oct. 22,
1879 and died March 30, 1948. She was the
daughter of Thomas and Victoria Franklin of
Henry Co., Va. She was received into the fellow-
ship of the North Fork Primitive Baptist Church
about thirty-five years ago, and was baptized by
Elder E. L. Blankenship. She was married to
Joseph W. Minter in April 1892 and to this union
eleven children were born. Her husband and ten
children survive. Mrs. Posey Eanes, Mrs. Paul
Wyatt, Mrs. Aubrey Wells and Mrst Norman
McGhee of Martinsville; Mrs. Boyd Minter, Mrs.
Claude Horsley, Paul and Gold Minter of Draper;
Tommy of Axton and Archie of the home. She
leaves one brother, Henry Franklin of Fairmont,
W. Va.; thirty-seven grandchildren, seventeen
great-grandchildren and a host of friends.

I have been intimately acquainted with our
deceased sister from her youth and feel I am not
sufficient to write of the memory of the good,
Christian character and the good traits and right
living. She was strictly honest in all the relations
of life. As a church member she was faithful,
always assembling with her brethren at some
church to worship her Lord when it was possible
for her to do so. She was industrious and provided
well for her family; was kind hearted and given
to hospitality; was loved and respected not only
by her church, but by all who knew her. As a
wife and mother to her dear children her equal
would be hard to find. I certainly say a good
woman has been removed from our midst, but
feel our loss is her eternal gain. We visited her
often in her long sickness and she bore her
afflictions with as much patience as any one I
ever saw and seemed to be perfectly reconciled
for God’s will to be done.

Her devoted children faithfully and tenderly
cared for her, doing all they could for her comfort
and pleasure, She was always happy when the
Baptists visited her, and always requested them
to sing some of the songs of Zion, and often
requested them to talk of the goodness and mercy
of God and then offer prayer; said she felt the
need of prayer. Her suffering was inexpressible
and she knew the time had come for her departure.
She requested the nurse not to give her a hypo-
dermic until she had talked some. She called
her aged husband, children and grandchildren
around her and told them how she had longed
and prayed for the hour of her departure, and
told them not to grieve for her; admonished them
how to live and asked for the hymn, “Oh land
of rest” to be sung; then she told the nurse she
could give her the hypodermic to help ease her
suffering. She passed easily away.

Her funeral was conducted at the home by
Elders Posey Ingram, David Spangler and J. E.
Burgess. She was buried near the home. The
floral offerings were beautiful and a host of
people gathered to pay their last respects. May
the Lord with mercy visit the hearts of the
grieved ones and heal the wound with the ointment
of love which no other but he can do. Her pastor.

(Elder) J. E. BURGESS

Never with a feeling of greater sorrow have
we attempted to write an obituary than that
which we experience in reporting the passing of
Sister LUELLA STEVENS, a member of the
Middleburg Church, who died at her home near
Central Bridge, July 21, 1948, after a lingering
illness of several months of what was diagnosed
as cancer of the brain. All the skill of physicians
at the Albany Hospital, the best local treatment
possible and the loving care of her husband and
family could not avail to check the ravages of
the fatal disease. For some months she was
totally blind due to her disease, but in all her
affliction, so grievous in many ways with its
natural darkness, with its suffering and pain, she
never complained but with sublime faith resigned
her keeping to the care of her God, and we have
abundant evidence that the grace of God was
made sufficient for her both for time and eternity.

Sister Stevens was born Aug. 20, 1899 in the
town of Seward where she spent her early life.
She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alpha
Crouse who pre-deceased her several years. Soon
after her graduation from the Cobleskill High
School she was united in marriage to Farl Stevens
and they made their home in Cobleskill for about
ten years. About itwenty years ago they moved
to a farm near Central Bridge where she resided
until her death. Four children were born to this
union: Floyd of Buffalo, N. Y. Mrs. William
Schermerhorn, Canajoharie, N. Y. Frances and
Wanda of Central Bridge. They with Mr. Stevens
survive and are the recipients of deep sympathy
in their irreparable loss.

Sister Stevens was baptized into the fellowship
of the Middleburg Church by Elder George Ruston
and remained one of its most faithful and efficient
members. She was truly a jewel of priceless worth
in the house of God. Her church came first in her
life and until the time of her last illness she

-never missed more than two meetings in all the

more than twenty years that she was affiliated
with the church of her membership. Her home
was noted for its hospitality and for the cheer
that emanated from it. No wife and mother has
ever been more faithful than she; no member of
a church embodying in her daily walk more fully
the walk of a Christian, and no one loving more
deeply the precious truth as it is in Jesus. She
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was a beautiful character naturally and spiritually,
and was especially gifted in writing church letters.
She gave of her time and substance to the church
with unstinted generosity, and the influence of
her life will live in the memory of those who were
associated with her.

The funeral services were held at the Mereness
Funeral Home in Cobleskill, the writer endeavor-
ing to comfort the sorrowing members of the
family and their friends by using as the subject
of his discourse Rev. 2:17. Interment in Cobleskill
Cemetery.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS

Sister OLIVIA NORRIS HELLINGS (nee
TYNDALL) was born January 12, 1864, and de-
parted this life September 5, 1948 in her 85th
year. She was born, lived most of her life, and
died in the same house on the Scotch Road in
Ewing Township, N. J. She was the youngest
child of the late Deacon William C. and Lydia
(West) Tyndall. United in marriage to Augustus
M. Hellings, August 20, 1883, and to this union
five children were born; two sons, Edwin T. and
Charles E.; three daughters, Liydia W., H. Lurena
and Mary L. who survive her. Her husband pre-
ceded her into eternal rest Dec. 14, 1943.

Sister Hellings united with the Old School Bap-
tist Chrurch at Hopewell, N. J. (where her father
was a member for forty-seven years), and was
baptized by Elder William J. Purington, the fourth
Saturday in May 1887, making her a member
sixty-one years . . . a most faithful and steadfast
member to the end, even though the last years
of her life was hindered by paralysis. She was
well grounded in the faith of God’s word, her
father having a gift to expound the scripture.
His exhortations and prayers were well seasoned
with grace, and from her early childhood he
always had fireside worship and prayer, and so
impressive and beautiful was it, she often said
they all felt to be in the presence of the God
whom he loved and served.

Sister Hellings had all the constant and diligent
cere that loving hands could bestow upon her by
Charles, Lurena and Sister Mary, who lived home
with her.

In carrying out her wishes, the writer took his
text from the motto on the Tyndall's Coat of
Arms: “I will trust, and not be afraid.” Isaiah 12:2.

Her last prayer made hbefore her speech was
impaired by paralysis was, “May I fall asleep in
Jesus as a bird flies to its shelter at even-tide,
content to rest at last, trusting in the word, and
not be afraid to go through the valley of the
shadow of death to await Him whom to know is
life eternal” This prayer seemed to have been
fulfilled, for after she was fatally stricken, about

five P. M., she entered into her eternal rest as
peacefully as a little child, or bird going to sleep.
The only outward appearance that her spirit had
left its earthen vessel was the quiet beauty of
her countenance.

Sister Hellings bore her afflictions with great
fortitude, and we feel our loss is her eternal gain.
She will be greatly missed in her home, and in
the Hopewell Old School Baptist Church where
she lived a true and faithful life. We should not
mourn for her as though she had no hope. May
the God of hope be of comfort to all who mourn,
and may his blessings rest upon them, and by
his strength made to feel a precious submission
and reconciliation to his righteous will.

Her funeral services were held from the Black-
well Memorial Home, Pennington, N. J. Interment
in the Ewing Church Cemetery near her lifetime
home.

(Elder) CHARLES W. VAUGHN

MRS. CYNTHIA PERKINS BROWN, wife of L.
A. Brown, Madisonville, Ky., departed this life
June 6, 1948. She was 74 years old and is survived
by her husband, son and daughter-in-law with
whom she made her home for a number of years.
She united with the Primitive Baptist Church at
Old Stony Point in Hopkins Co. Ky., and was
clerk of that church for several years until the
church-house was destroyed. There were four
members at the time of her death. She had never
moved her membership and often said she had a
home with them as long as they lived. She had a
beautiful experience and loved to tell it, believing
in salvation by grace and the finished work of
Christ. She wrote many articles for our family
paper. She worshipped with us at Old Lick Creek
Church, was a good singer and attended regularly.

She firmly believed that what was, was best
for His people and bore her great suffering and
sickness without a murmur, but rather with a
smile. She spent about ten weeks in bed at home
before going to the hospital where she spent nine
weeks and three days. She realized when she
went to the hospital that the sun was going down
for her and planned everything as though she
were going on a long journey. She had a smile
and a handshake for everybody and talked most
of the time on the scripture. Her favorite scripture
was the 23rd Psalm. She would say, “I know He
is leading, He is mine.” She was fortunate to have
a Primitive Baptist nurse. They would sing the
wonderful grace songs and the other nurses would
crowd around the door with wonder.

She asked that No. 44, “It is Finished,” be sung
at her grave and went to sleep saying, “He is my
Shepherd, He is my Shepherd.” Her plans were all
carried out. The Pastor of the church, Elder R. L.
Biggs, preached her funeral, the scripture text
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being the 23rd Psalm, the songs were sung as she
requested and she seemed to be only sleeping with
a smile in a bed of flowers. She was laid to rest
in Lick Creek Church-yard. Precious memories,
how they linger.

Written by (Mrs.) MONA McGREGOR

ALEXANDER B. RHODES was born in Georgia
Sept. 25, 1856, and died Sept. 6, 1948, making his
stay on earth 92 years lacking 19 days. His father
moved from Georgia when he was quite small
and settled in Columbia Co., Ark. Several years
later he moved to Nevada Co., Ark. where father
grew to manhood. He was united in marriage to
Willie Dorothy Serepta Brown Aug. 19, 1877 and
to this union were born twelve children. Six of
them predeceased him leaving one daughter and
five sons surviving. Mother passed away in the year
1940 and after her death father and a single son
lived together until his death. Brother Ed did his
duty faithfully in teking care of father in his
declining days. The Lord blessed father with un-
usually good health and a sirong constitution until
after Jan. 1, 1948 when he became ill and gradually
became weaker until his death.

Father and mother both united with the Primi-
tive Baptist Church at Smyrna, Nevada Co. in 1902
and were faithful to attend. In my younger years
I often wondered why they would get in their
buggy and drive twelve miles to church every
Saturday on meeting time. No matter how grassy
the crops were they went to meeting. If not de-
ceived I now understand why. Father was a firm
believer in the doctrine of the Old Baptists, be-
lieving in the absolute sovereignty of God over all
things, that he ruled in the armies of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth, and that none
could stay his hand or say unto him, What doest
thou? He believed in omne salvation both in time
and eternity, and that salvation was wrought out
by Jesus Christ on the cross, when he bowed his
head and said, “It is finished,” and gave up the
ghost. While he was firm in his belief he was
tolerant toward others that differed with him.

On Sunday, the day before he died, he quoted
Jesus’ words when Jesus was telling the disciples
about the way and one of them said, “Lord, shew
us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto
him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me?” “I am the way, the
truth, and the life.” Father quoted, “I am the way,
the truth, and the Life,” and said, “That is the
gospel, that is true when Jesus is preached the
way, the truth, and the life no matter how lengthy

the discourse or how short, and if he is not set
forth as the way, the truth, and the life it is a
false way. No other name is given under heaven
or among men whereby we must be saved. It is
only through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

Father left a host of relatives and friends to
mourn his death. He is gone but not forgotten.
His children will miss him when they visit the
old ‘home, miss his greeting as he was always glad
when we visited him. I would not call him back

if T could for I feel sure his soul is at rest with
God.

Funeral services were conducted by Elders J.
T. Everitt and E. J. Lambert who spoke words of
comfort to a large company of relatives and
friends. His body was interred in the old Friend-
ship Cemetery in Nevada Co., there to await the
resurrection morn. Written by a son.

MecCaskill, Ark. J. D. RHODES

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Elder J. C. Sikes has moved to Route 2, Camp-
bell, Texas and would like his mail sent to this
address.

PLEASE REMEMBER

1—To remew your subscription promptly when
due, if possible. The date on your wrapper cover
will show to when you have paid.

2.—~That when your remittance reaches us be-
fore the 10th of the month, credit will be shown
with the next issue of the paper, otherwise it
cannot be shown until the second month follow-
ing. This also applies to changes of address.

3—That notices of Special Meetings should
be sent to us at least thirty days in advance of
the month in which the meeting is to be held.

If our readers will be kind enough to observe
the foregoing suggestions they will aid us very
materially in getting out the paper. RIL.D.

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE “SIGNS”

We will furnish extra copies of the Signs
of the Times at the following prices: 1 copy
25 cents; 3 copies 75 cents; 6 copies $1.50;
12 copies $3.00. These prices do not apply to
our regular subscribers who fail to receive
their paper, and if they will notify us of the
failue we will mail them another copy free
of charge.
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A VISION OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD
Oh, heavenly king! Oh, gracious king!
May we your praises shout and sing;

Oh, may we trust you night and day,
And when we from your fold do roam
Oh, turn our wayward steps back home.

And let us feel that thou doeth well,
And in your loving care still dwell;
It’s not asking the world for gain
To proudly glory in your name,
Because if we are left alone

We would go so far from home.

But in your own good time we know
You willingly will make us go;

For all the powers that were ordained,
Is for your glory and our gain;

It may not suit us we may so know
But where else can your children go?

For all the world to them could give
Would be to work and thou shalt live;
But could we work and could we pay
Our sins and wrongs would this outweigh;
So all our help must come from thee,

So Jesus pardon us we plea.

When you arose from your grave,

It was your church you died to save;
A glorious grave it surely was,

And sinners were the wonderful cause;
The ransomed debt, he paid it all
Because in Adam all did fall.

And all in Christ shall surely reign
When Jesus comes to earth again.
Oh, saints can you not lock and see
This beautiful vision that’s with me?
A lowly Lamb that is so great

That heavy burdens have no weight,

For all was laid upon his life,

He purchased the bride, his elect wife;
He paid the debt, he called her name
And unto him she gladly came;

So with the chastening rod we’re made
To see the goodness of cur God.
Toney, Ala.

REANER REESE

CORRESPONDENCE

THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
“Verily I say unto you, Among them that
are born of women there hath not risen a

- greater than John the Baptist: notwith-
standing he that is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.” Matt. 11:11,

As many brethren have honestly dif-
fered as to the meaning of the above
scripture, we should be careful and
prayerful in our interpretation of it,
bringing to our support the testimony of
the word of God as to .its true meaning.
Some have erroneously asserted that
Jesus was least in the kingdom of
heaven. Upon first thought one might
think so because our Savior in his
earthly ministry made himself of no
reputation, was despised and rejected
of men, falsely condemned to die the
death of a felon and was forsaken by _
God while he hung as a sin bearer upon
the cruel cross. But who is the least
in the kingdom of heaven if Jesus was
not? The answer is given unequivocally
by Christ himself in Matt. 5:17-19.
“Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come
to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I
say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be ful-
filled. Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be ealled great in the king-
dom of heaven.” Jesus did not break
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a single commandment nor did he
teach men so, therefore he cannot be
referred to as the least in the kingdom
of heaven. The reader may well inquire;
how can the least in the kingdom of
heaven be greather than John the Bap-
tist?

The proper answer to this question
admits of no confusion. Every child of
God was born in sin and under the
righteous curse of a transgressed law,
having the very nature of sin dwelling
in the flesh and doing the things of
nature, breaking the commandments and
loving the wages of unrighteousness un-
til born of God through the quickening
power of the Holy Spirit, and made
to see himself a justly condemned sin-
ner by nature without hope and with-
out God in the world. When peace is
spoken to the sin-tossed soul and he
discerns in his own experience the work
of the person, blood and righteousness
of Jesus in atoning for sin and in recon-
ciling him unto God, he feels to be
least in the kingdom of heaven, that
he has done all the sinning and Christ
has done all the saving, and that if
he were not saved, but sent indeed in-
to the lowest hell, it would be but jus-
tice on the part of God.

Then well may one wonder, how can
such a believer be greater than John
the Baptist for John was the greatest
of the prophets. Moses wrote of Christ
and prophesied of him, but Moses never
saw Jesus in the flesh and never dur-
ing all his life entered into the king-
dom of heaven. Why? Because the
church of God in the kingdom of heaven
was not set up until Pentecost, fifty
days after the crucitixion of Christ.
Jesus said that upon the rock of revela-
tion (the revelation of Christ to man
by the work of the TFather through the
Holy Spirit) he would build his church
against which the gates of hell should
not prevail. While Jesus served under

the law, the church as a manifest body
of believers was not set up. Jesus taught
his disciples to pray for the coming of
the kingdom. If it had come in its ful-
ness while Jesus was on earth, he would
not have taught his disciples so to pray.
John the Baptist died under the law,
though he was a saved character, but
he never during his lifetime entered in-
to the kingdom of heaven, for his tragic
death occurred before Jesus died, be-
fore the church was set up on the day
of Pentecost in that upper room (sig-
nifying the gospel) at Jerusalem. While
on earth Elijah never entered into the
kingdom of heaven nor saw Jesus in
the flesh, nor did any of the prophets
of the Old Testament dispensation. But
to John was given a greater privilege
than those Old Testament saints en-
joyed, that is, of baptizing Jesus and
beholding him in the flesh and seeing
the dove descend and abide upon the
head of Christ. He was greater in this
sense than they, but still he never en-
tered into the kingdom of heaven, for
the kingdom did not come in its fulness
while he lived.

The church of God may be compared
to a house with two stories, the lower
one representing the legal dispensation,
the upper one the gospel era, all the
sanme house, but those on the lower
floor positionally beneath those in the
upper story. The church of God is uu-
der law before it can be under grace.
The law is our schoolmaster unto
Christ, but after the faith of Gtod has
come we are no longer under a school-
master, but were shut up under the
law until that faith came which was re
vealed, and which is accounted unto us
for righteousness, So .John, under the
law, wasg positionally below all those
that came into a knowledge of Christ
during the present gospel dispensation.
That does not mean nor imply that he
way not a saved character. Those of
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.the grace dispensation are positionally
higher in the house of God, dispensa-
tionally speaking, than those who lived
under the law dispensation. So in that
sense the least in the kingdom of heaven
to-day, the one who feels himself the
least of all, is positionally greater than
Joln the Baptist, for he enjoys gospel
privileges that were denied to John.
While John the Baptist lived, the high
priest entered the holy place of the
temple and partook with the other
priests of the shew bread on the golden
table, also of the wine in the two golden
goblets, denoting in type communion
privileges of the gospel dispensation,
but being typical only. Around the table
was a crown of gold signifying king-
ship, for a crown means a king and a
king means a kingdom with subjects.
But under the law kingship and priest-
hood were two separate functions, for
110 king could serve as high priest too,
but under grace Jesus is both king and
priest. While John the Baptist lived,
the kingship and the priesthood were
two separate offices, and these things
stood as types and shadows of the bet-
ter things that came when Jesus ful-
filled the law, and the kingdom of
heaven came manifestly at Pentecost.
Around the golden altar in the holy
place, and also around the mercy seat
over the ark in the holy of holies was
a crown of gold, pointing to the king-
ship of Jesus in the kingdom of heaven
into which John the Baptist was not
permitted to enter. The blood of the
lambs and bulls was to be offered cere-
mouially to denote atonement until
Jesus came and by one offering per-
fected forever them that are sanctified.
John the Baptist lived while these types
were employed to prefigure better
things to come. The church to-day is
in the gospel dispensation and so is
positionally above the law age in whicl
John the Baptist lived and died. Those

in the time of John the Baptist had the
shadows, but the people of God to-day
have the substance, enter into the king-
dom of heaven, partake of communion
with Christ, approach unto his throne
by prayer, and he over the mercy seat
of heaven answers all true prayer, and
presenting them faultless before God,
keeps them by his power through faith
unto salvation. Let us not be unmindful
of the blessed privileges afforded us in
this gospel day, and with reverence and
Godly fear worship him who hath con-
ferred such high honors upon us, and
will crown us with a Dblessed im-
mortality.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS

Route 1, Hammond, W. Va.
DeAr READERS OF THE SIGNS OF THE
TrMes: T will write once more as I am
getting old and feeble and it may be
the last time I will have to write. But
oh what shall T write. Here is a scrip-
ture in Rev. 20:11-12. “And I saw a
great white throne, and him that sat on
it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found
no place for them.” In the first place
I want to say that Jesus sits on the
throne to make intercession for his peo-
ple, and to him every knee shall bow
and heaven and earth shall pass away,
but not -one of his words shall pass
away until all are fulfilled, so here we
are informed that the earth and the

heaven flee away, and there was found =

no place for them. “I (John) saw a
new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more
sea.” The beginning of the 12th verse
reads “And T saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books
were opened.” Yes the books were open-
ed, not sealed. Then there was another
booly, a single book alone whiel is the
book of life. The dead were judged out
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of those things which were written in
the books according to their works. The
books contained the law of Moses, and
their writers, Judges, Samuel and the
others who wrote them, yes the law
heaven and earth, while the other book
is called the book of life. Yes, the
Lamb’s book of life, and they are among
the living .because they are born in
Zion and have eternal life, and as Christ
is alive for-ever-more so they are liv-
ing for the second death hath no power
over them, they being the children of
the first resurrection, and they have
been judged according to Christ’s obedi-
ence, not according to their own works,
but according to his righteousness, his
. mercy and his grace. Then their names
are already written in the book of life
and they are justified from the law by
his grace from all things and are now
Justified and sanctified by Christ and
freed from the law. It has vanished for
Christ hath fulfilled it for them. Oh
that I knew my name was written there
in the Lamb’s book of life, but there
is a time for all things: a time for
the books to be opened and a time also
for the book of life to be opened and
a time for it to be sealed and no man
can open. John saw these things while
they were opened to him so he saw the
new heaven and the new earth as they
were coming down from God’s throne
out of heaven. Those in the law heaven
came out of it and the Gentile church
came from God and his throne all
chosen in Christ alike, and these being
the elect lady are brought into one fold
and one shepherd and they compose the
Lamb’s wife, his bride, the elect, the
new Jerusalem which is from above and
the mother of us all called the holy
city; born anew by the Holy Ghost not
of earthly seed but born of God pre-
pared to meet her husband. Yes, adorn-
ed already the only one of her mother,
the new Jerusalem which is from above,

the king’s daughter he prepared her, he
adorned her for his bride so she is not
one of the seven who wants their own
bread and to wear their own apparel.
They do not own him nor will he own
them, he will only have his own, his
portion with the strong and Jacob is
his portion, the lot of his inheritance
so she is his bride and he is her hus-
band. She is made ready and is pre-
pared and adorned for him. Yes by him,
by his work, by his obedience for in the
new heaven and earth dwelleth right-
eousness, and he was the only one that
was righteous even the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Let us examine the 11th verse. “And
I saw a great white throne, and him
that sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them.”
Let us first notice this great white
throne. God’s throne is in the heaven
of heavens where he sitteth and he is
King of kings and Lord of lords. Let
us mnotice the law made nothing per-
fect, but the bringing in of a better
hope did, so the Lord is our hope. We
see him sitting on the right hand of his
TFather in and on his throne. When he
arose from the grave he ascended on

high, yes sat until his Father shall put

all things under his feet. A 11 things.
must be fulfilled and the heaven and
earth must flee away from the bright-
ness of his coming. His face outshines
the daylight here and we know that the
sun is too glorious for our natural eye
to behold. Let us consider him who sat
on the great white throne, Jesus, who
was made after the order of Melchisedec
after an endless life for he said, I am
the resurrection and the life, and as I
live ye shall live also for I am alive
for-ever-more so the first heaven and
carth must flee away to give place for
nie at my coming to set on my throne.
I must sit down. I prepare a place for
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ce

those that love me as I said, I go away
and I will come again to gather up my
jewels that I sowed in the field, the
children of the kingdom. Yes, I pre-
pared a place, a kingdom for them and
it is on my right hand while the devil’s
kingdom is on my left hand. It was pre-
pared for him and his angels, and there
is a great gulf so fixed there can be no
crossing from one place to the other,
so where the tree falleth so shall it be.
If the tree be evil it will fall on the
left side for the tree that is evil will
remain evil and its fruits will be evil.
They have Moses and the prophets to
hear and if they hear them not neither
will they hear though one rose from the
dead, and they regarded the law not
their heaven. They said we have Moses
for we are his disciples so they heard
thenr not. Let us notice those here in
Revelations, “And I saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God; and the
books were opened.” These books that
were opened contained the law that was
written in them for the children of
Israel after the flesh for their instrue-
tion, and these folks were dead both
small and great, and they were judged
out of those things which were written
in the books according to their works
so you see they got justice; but they
were dead like the rich man was when
in hell he lift up his eyes being in tor-
ment for under the law judgment it
condemns every dead man that is under
its power. T want you to all notice me
closely and then notice these scriptures.
“And another book (yes, another book)
wag opened.” When God opens none can
shut. Let us notice the name of the
book, ‘“the book of life.” Not for the
dead, oh mno, but it is for the living
who have life, yes eternal life for this
book is called the Lamb’s book of life
and he liveth for-ever-more. He dieth
no more, he destroyed the works of the
devil and arose a living creature, a liv-

ing fleshly man who saw no corruption
for he was the Word of God in the be-
ginning of God’s creation and he was
God, then he was made flesh, Here is
where our change takes place at the
resurrection at the time that was ap-
pointed, then our vile bodies shall be
like his glorious body of flesh yet with-
out sin like his body was. His body
ras made flesh without sin, without
corruption, harmless and undefiled, and
we hope to be found in the book of life,
our names written there which the Lord
gave, for he said, a new name will T
give thee. Yes Abram’s name was no
more called Abram but Abraham.
Jacob’s name was changed to Israel
Joh’s name is John. Jesus’ name is
called Jesus for he shall save his peo-
ple froni their sins. Yes, his name shall
be called Tmmanuel, being interpreted,
God with us, as he was manifested in
the flesh. Yes, being both verily man
and verily God. Look at their new
names. All things become new. A new
covenant, not the law covenant, not the
law heaven for no righteousness was
found there, none righteous, no not one;
but in the new heaven and new earth
dwelleth righteousness -because Jesus
Christ is in you the hope of glory and
his righteousness has been imputed to
us; his sinless body was a new body to
all mankind in whom was no guile and
his bride shall be like Nathaniel. In her
there is no guile, she is an Israelite in-
deed, made so by Him who is her hus-
band; washed and made white like him
who sat on the great white throne;
washed her in his own blood white as

snow and as white as wool though she

was like crimson, found in her blood,
ves all polluted in the day of her
espousal so he washed her and beauti-
fied her and clothed her in white. See
her now as she is the only one of her
mother whoge mother ig ealled the New
Jerusalem whieh is above, coming down
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as John saw her as the holy city, a
city not forsaken because from hence-
forth shall be called the Lord is there,
and thine fruit is found in one as you
have sought it by works of the law and
did not obtain it, but now you seek one
and I have given you eyes to see you
have found thine fruit in me be-
cause I work both to will and to do in
you and you have found rest even to
your souls for it is not of works but
of grace. On my part you labored in
vain for in me thine fruit is found. See
the prodigal son. He wasted his law
living but he learned of me and re-
turned home because he was one of the
ransomed of God and there he found
everything needful in his father’s house,
not in his way of living. No he must
find it in Jesus Christ the only way to

God. (Elder) JAMES W. LINN
Arkansas City, Ark.
ELpEr DobpsoN, DEAR BROTHER: Af-

ter reading your exerience and travels
in the Signs of the Times with fear and
trembling this poor wanderer is caused
to write and merely state some of the
travels, trials and tribulations of my
wandering life.

I was born and raised by wonderful
parents and we were one of the happiest
families imaginable, being ten children,
eight living to man and womanhood,
four boys and four girls, two died in
babyhood. I being the third child. Our
home and surroundings were near War-
ren, Bradley Co., Arkansas on a hill-
side farm. Not having opportunity for
an education, only three months sum-
mer school each year, then too, father
being a poor farmer with very limited
means could not spare us boys from the
farm chores all of that time. We would
have finished laying the crops by and
then before school closed in summer
would have to quit again and start pick-
ing cotton, No reflection here on iy

parents because they were wonderful,
but our opportunities for the wisdom
of this world was of a limited nature.
We were taught that we must be good
or the bad man would get us sure, and
I was afraid of the devil as could be.
In reality I wanted to be good and grow
up to be the type of man my father
was. In my estimation he was one of
the finest characters I ever knew, not
merely because he was my father in the
flesh but from a standard of being
honest, moral and upright in all his
dealings with his fellowman. He tried
to live the golden rule and his advice
and counsel was sought by people far
and near, in fact people every-where had
the utmost respect for him and his
opinions. He was considered a leader
in our community. So this son of his
really wanted to be as his father, want-
ed the honor and praise of people, and
up until this period of my life was just
as good as I could be. I went every
Sunday to Methodist Sunday School as
our home was in a Methodist com-
munity. Singing and every place where
goodness existed I was there yet had
never united with any church, thinking
all the time that that was for grown
people even though I had been ap-
proached many times, especially during
our big protracted meetings yet just had
not united at this time.

I was about sixteen years of age when
my troubles first began. As stated above
I had been just as good as good could
be. One day on the 23rd of May 1901
to be exact from a clear sky I was
shown the power and wisdom of an
omnipotent God and his love and mercy
which brought me down to know the
helplessness of mortal man, his inability
and dependable weakness! Flere a little
history of the cause relative to this
incident in my family life T will omit as
it plays no part in this narrative, but
[ was made to know that the greatness



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 55

of God and his omnipotence was ever
Present and all the goodness of my en-
tire life was as filthy rags. Of course
I had read the letter of the law (the
Bible) but the letter killeth and the in-
tercession of Christ maketh alive so 1
was pronounced dead in trespasses and
sin. Up until this period of time in life
I had never heard a Primitive Baptist
preach and knew less than nothing
about the church. My family being poor
and needing all the help we could get
I obtained a job sealing logs for one of
the big sawmills at Warren, helping to
keep the wolf from our family door. I
loved my father, mother, brothers and
sisters with all the love a natural boy
could have for his family or earthly
ties! On a Saturday evening about ten
miles from our home, as I was coming
from my work, I passed by where Elder
J. H. Blythe had gathered with a few
very peculiar looking people to me for
gervice. Curiosity caused me to stop.
They Wwere singing, “Xeep silence, all
created things, And wait your Maker’s
nod; My soul stands trembling while
she sings The honors of her God.” I
thought this was the prettiest song I
had ever heard. I went inside the old
run down building and took a back seat.

Then they sang, ‘“Children of the heaven-

Iy king.” No instrument to make musie.
This, to me, was beautiful singing.
Elder Blythe did not let on that he
saw nte, but he took my life from the
cradle up to where I was as a text and
preached me until I was so humiliated
I hardly knew what to do, telling this
peculiar people every mean thing I
Ihad ever done from my youth up to
that time. If ever a mortal man wanted
the rocks and the mountains to open
up and swallow or fall on him I did
The next day (Sunday) was to be com-
munion day so they announced, but
when I got on my horse and started for
home a determination on my part was

never to again let my foot darken the
doors of such a set of people, in fact
I was mad to think I should have been
treated so, and especially by Elder
Blythe who did not know any better
than to take my good life and blacken
it before all those people. Oh I was so
misterable. If Jonah passed any more
migery in the belly of a great fish than
I did that Saturday night I do not know
how it could have been.

The following Sunday, not really
knowing what I was doing and having
not yet learned the inability of mortal
man, I was on my way down to be
again with this old fogy cast off set
(to my way of thinking) knowing full
well to see these old people wash feet
would be funny. Elder Blythe again did -
the preaching and used for his text “O
wretched man that I am,” but instead
of applying it to himself he again took
my beautiful, good life and exposed me
again to all those people and there was
a big crowd too that day. When it was
time for the funny part, that was when
these dear humble saints of the Most
High God began to wash each others
feet, bowing down in humble submis-
sion and devotion to each other, show-
ing their works by their faith, if ever
my life had any goodness or one drop
of pride in it it went out from me
never to return, and of all sacred, hum-
ble services this was the most sacred,
and oh how little I did know of God’s
marvelous love seeing it manifest in the
flesh. This time for a surety I left that
old Primitive Baptist meeting never
more to return. God works in mysterious
ways his wonders to perform. This was
in May 1902. My wanderings kept grow-
ing worse and worse. I even quit going
amongst the Methodist people of our
own community but wounld go every op-
portunity to old Hardshell meeting any-
where near, even made it a point to
slip off down to Louisiana to an As-
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sociation that fall. Somehow I did not
want any one to know I was mingling
with this old peculiar set of people but
I did enjoy their singing and ser-
vices. I never hinted I wanted a home
with them but they were the most con-
siderate and displayed more love one
for the other than any group I had ever
been around.

All the time T was going through one
continuous warfare. I wanted so much
to be good and honored by my many
associates and knowing all the time this
doctrine of salvation by grace, election
and predestination was a very unpopu-
lar doctrine. T was convinced by the
reading of the ingpired testimony of
God’s word, combined with revelation,
was  proving beyond doubt this doec-
trine and principal was the truth up-
held by a few., “Many are called but
few are chosen.” Being the condemned
sinner I was under the law that found
me in a lost and ruined condition in
a vast wilderness and no where to turn
or go. About this time, T do not re-
member the date, I experienced a
peculiar episode in my life. This ex-
perience came to me at night and from
that date I cannot tell whether T was
asleep or awake, seemingly T was awake.
If a dream it has been indellibly stamp-
ed in my mind. This is what T saw. Tt
seemed to be the largest crowd of peo-
ple T was ever in and such a service,
I had never witnessed. Tt was orderly
and no one said a word except the
speaker. The speaker was dressed in

pure white. T never heard such a won-

derful message telling of all the mean
things ever committed. All the con-
demned of every crime under the sun
were there and finally T was asked what
to do with such characters? Of course
having been good all my life, never
even breaking the least commandment,
my condemuation and justice for sueh
characters was to put them to death,

such should not be allowed on earth.
Immediately the finger of scorn was
pointed directly at me and said, “Thou
art the man.” Immediately the vast
multitude vanished from my sight, 1T
was left helpless and speechless. Ten
thousand talents in debt and not one
tarthing to pay, even stripped of my
coat of many colors. Here was I strip-
ped of every ism on earth and left in
that condition I do not know how many
days or months, but seemingly to me it
was ages. Death my only doom and hell
my abode.

“Israel loved Joseph more than all
his ehildren, because he was the son
(natural) of his old age: and he made
him a coat of many colors.” This coat
to me represents all the works of man
and the spots of boasting different
angels of goodness. This great multi-
tude of my vision represents Joseph’s
brethren. They stripped him of his coat
just as T was stripped of all my good-
ness; they took him (Joseph) anid cast
him into a pit just as the finger of
scorn was pointed at me: they dipped
the coat in blood representing the blot-
ting out of all the works of man to an
entirety, Naturally the sufferer begins
searching for comfort and the same
thing happened to me reading the serip-
ture in 2 Timothy 3:15-17, “And that
from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make thee
wige unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus. All seripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
works.” At this time I was cast down
into the valley of dry bones. “The hand
of the Lord was upon me, and carried
me out in the spirit of the Lord, and
setme down in the midst of the valley
which was full of bones, and caused
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me to pass by them round about: and,
behold, there were very many in the
open valley; and, lo, they were very
dry”” Ezk. 37:1-2, How long was I left
in this condition? It seemed to me ages,
no food to feast upon, no water to
quench a thirsting soul. Starving, yes
starving for one little crumb that might
fall from my Master’s bountiful table,
just one little bit of comfort. Pray I
could not, neither could I sing praises
unto his wondrous name yet I con-
tinued to go among these old fogy truth
contenders, and my only alternative
was to beg and plead for mercy, not
for justice but unmerited mercy before
a just and righteous God. Oh for a
thousand tongues so I might sing songs
of praise unto his greatness. “And it
shall be said in that day, Lo, this is
our God,” and he shall save his people
Israel, “And, lo, I am with you alway
even unto the end of the world.” From
my famished soul, the very depth of my
being T cried out I would arise and go
home to my friends, go to the household
of faith and ask for my old back seat
where Elder Blythe had preached my
condemnation. So after many sore trials
and tribulations of a poor helpless wan--
derer’s condition I asked for a home

among those old truth contenders and

was  received for baptism by Elder
Blythe into the fellowship of the church
in March 1907. Have been going in and
out since wishing some day to be able to
render proper praise, honor and glory
to Iis Majesty as I ought. This, I
might say, is why I am branded a Prim-
itive Baptist. I say it is because I can-
not help it. T am, if my poor, stony
heart deceives me not, just as sure the
doctrine, belief and principal held so
sacred by these old Predestinarians is
the true church or bride of the Most
High, and are merely fulfilling time un-
til all the purposes, plans and degigns
of God have been accomplished. “He

doeth according to his will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth: and none can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest
thou?” He is the same God who called
or spoke to Abraham, the God of Israel,
the same God who delivered the Is-
raelites from under the cruel Egyptian
bondage, the same who caused Paul to
fall on his face and proclaim and preach
his doctrine. He is the everlasting to
everlasting, the first and last of life
and time. He carefully watches over
and cares for all his complete bride and
there will not be one broken cord. So
I am a Predestinarian because it wasy
ordained that I should be. I was as
powerless to be anything else as I was
to be born into this natural life with-
out saying so. I was born the natural
way by parents without consulting me
whether I wanted to be born -or not,
any-way after due course I was brought
into this life so small and helpless that
without the aid of some one stronger
or a guiding power or instinctive nature
I would have perished as all other ele-
ments. Therefore, it was ordained that
I, Ben Parrish, by natural law should
inherit this low ground of sin and sor-
row by birth, and by the same ordina-
tion I will surely die for unto all there
is a time to be born and a time to die,
and of an assured fact could not have
been born Dbefore my appointed time,
and of a surety will not lay down this
natural or carnal body until the time
appointed.

. The same applies to the spiritual body
or ones chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. It was not by
the will of the flesh but they were
chosen, called and eclected of the Most
High and Holy God to do just according
to his dictates that his purposes would
stand. Tven Abraham was called for a
purpose, Joseph was sold -into slavery
for a purpose, even to bring the elect
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of God’s chosen. Moses, even though he
tried to rebel and not do according to
God’s purpose and plan, was just
as helpless as I was in trying to be
good. So on down throughout all time
all of God’s little ones will be called
from the least to the greatest, and each
one called will be called by a new name
and every one will hear and heed that
call. We need only to understand this
precious doctrine and when it has been
manifest to us by the ommnipotent God
of love we too will most assuredly love
it, and we are made to know that the
powers of earth or hell can do no more
than what our Father please. There’s
not a sparrow or a worm but is found
in his decree; He sits on no precarious
throne nor borrows leave to be. In short
every-thing in relation to his purpose
here and hereafter is so firmly establish-
ed in the decree of God that no power
can prevail against them. I must close
these thoughts. It seems I cannot find
a stopping place especially when we
view God’s chosen or predestinated peo-
ple unto salvation. My greatest worry
is concerning my own soul’s salvation,
not that I am worrying about the pur-
pose or place. And may the God of
all grace give us light, wisdom and un-
derstanding of his light from above,
that in his light we may see light is
our prayer in Jesus uname to whom be
glory, power and dominion now and
forever. Amen. If a child, willed before
time, elected and called after and in
the plan. Yours very unworthily,
BEN PARRISH

Route 2, Box 36, Hickman, Ky.
Drar Brorosr Dopson: I am sending
you a check for $2 for the Signs of the
Times. T like the good articles in it.
It is all the preaching I get to hear
throngh the winter months as I cannot
stand the cold weather any more being
cighty-one years old. [ have been read-

ing the Signs for forty years and do
not think I could get along without it
as it sets forth the doctrine I believe.

I would like to tell you of my travels
here if God will guide my mind, if not
I cannot as I am a “can’t help it.” I
tried it for seven years until God
gshowed me what I was trying to do.
Dear child T do not know whether you
believe in that still small voice. I do
and I can hear it yet although it has
been fifty-seven years ago. I united with
a church that was helping the all power-
ful God to save sinners. We had a big
meeting going on in full blast and I
was in the middle of it and was enjoy-
ing it 1 thought. I had company go home
with me to dinner and we talked of
what a meeting we were having. That
night as we went back to the house a
star moved from the South and right
over the house it burst like a sky rocket.
That little voice said; “with your works
vou tried to save one sinner and could
not, now you are trying to save others.”
Dear child, T have not tried since for
it seems I hear that voice all the time,
and the night I heard that voice 1 took
no part in the meeting and I think I
never will for I believe when God takes
things from one they are gone forever.
I know God works all things after his
own will both in heaven and carth and
none can stay his hand.

Sometimes I meditate on his promises
and seem to see his glory shining all
around me. How comforting it is and
I would give the world if I could tell
it to God’s little ones. Tell them the
good things he has for them as I see it
but I cannot give expression to it. My
poor soul is so full of his love it seems
he is standing close to me and I have
looked around to see if I could see him.
Forgive me for writing so much.

{(Mrs.) W. G. ANDERSON
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233 East 17st St., New York 3, N. Y.

Drar BErper DopsoN: T want to thank
you so much for the privilege of read-
ing the letters you sent me to read. I
enjoyed them and cannot express in
words how I enjoyed your reply to the
letters. It was food for me, really like
a sermon. This sentence you wrote, “The
Lord’s help is never too late, but he is
forever at hand and his power is un-
failing” was such a prop to me and has
been such a help. I was glad to read
what you wrote in connection with the
46th . Psalm as this Psalm is and has
been a great comfort to me many times.
I shall never forget one year when
mother was very ill. You ean imagine
what a state of mind I got myself into.
I questioned why! why! The words were
spoken to me, “Be still and know that
I am God.” I thought the voice was near
me or rather coming from some one
near me, but looking around I saw no
one. At this same time I visited some
dear brethren before visiting hours at
the hospital. I picked up their Bible and
when I opened it it was the 46th Psalm
and the first verse that caught my eye
was that verse, “Be still and know that
I am God.” Truly “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in
trouble.” We know also that “T'o every
thing there is a season, and a time to
wery purpose under the heaven.”

I have received much comfort recent-
ly in reading. These next stanzas have
been precious to me beyond. expression
in words:

“My God, my keeper, thou dost never slumber,
_But looking on me from thy throne above,
Dost hear my sighings, all my heart throbs number,
And watch me ever with thine eye of love.
‘Tis sweet to trust tkee! for when care comes

pressing,
A thousand precious promises declare,
How much thou hast of comfort and of blessing,
For those who humbly cast on thee their care.

1 question oft thy love with doubt’s denial,
And often to vain refuges I flee;

But in the hour of suffering and of trial,
Where can I go, O God, but unto thee?”

“We know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according
to his purpose.”” I feel I know I love
the Lord, whether it is the right kind
of love or not I cannot say. I know I
love him with all my heart and soul
and feel to say with the poet:

“Do not I love thee, O my Lord?
Behold my heart and see;

And turn each cursed idol out
That dares to rival thee.”

But O, Brother Dodson, when I read
in the verse which says “to them who
are the called according to his pur-
pose” I can but question whether I am
in that group or not. This gives me much
concern. It says, “He shall deliver thee
in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall
no evil touch thee.” This has come to
me over and over again in recent days.
Some one gave me a poem entitled,
“Thy will, not mine.” This has been
a prop to me many times. One stanza
reads:

“When things on which my heart is set,

Thy sovereign will denies,

If T am tempted to forget

That thou art just and wise,

Let this my joy and comfort be
That so it seemeth good to thee.”

Both of your sermons Sunday stirred
my mind I am glad to say and I have
been feeding on the crumbs I received
ever sinee. Once more 1 can say with
the poet:

“A crumb of mercy, Lord, I crave,
Unworthy to be fed

With dainties guch as angels have,
Or with the children’s bread.”

I cannot find words to express what
I received from your sermon in the
morning. Many scriptnres came to my
mind while you were speaking, One was,
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“For I was alive without the law once:
but when the commandment came, sin
revived, and I died.” I am fully aware
of the fact that you do not wish the
praise, I hope I look beyond the preach-
er and can say, “Praise God from whom
all blessings flow.” The good Book says,
“And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How
beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things!” I shall
never forget the first time I recall read-
ing the text you used in the afternoon.
It just seemed as though the print rais-
ed right up in large letters before me.
I feel I know something about this
verse, “As the apple tree among the
trees of the wood, so is my beloved
among the sons. I sat down under his
shadow with great delight, and his fruit
Wwas sweet to my taste”” Truly in the
beginning of the chapter where it says,
“I am the rose of Sharon and the lily
of the valleys,” this is Jesus speaking.
What a picture is presented in ounr
minds. “As the lily among thorns, so
is my beloved among the daughters. As
the apple tree among the trees of the
wood, so is my beloved among the sons.
I sat down under his shadow with great
delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste.” As you have said many times,
a shadow must be close to the object
that casts the shadow. What a won-
derful place to be in when we can be
ander His shadow, what a nearness we
feel then! This brings to my mind sev-
eral verses fonnd recorded in the
Psalms. One of them is, “Because thou
hast been my help, therefore in the
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.
Another that is sweet to me is, “Keep
me as the apple of the eye, hide me
nunder the shadow of thy wings.” The
last one I will mention now is very
familiar to you, “He that dwelleth in
the secret place of the most Iligh

shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” Notice the way it reads, it
does not say might ov perhaps, but it
says shall abide. T do love the wills and
shalls that are set forth in the Scrip-
tures.

I believe you mentioned the length of
time it would be before our next meet-
ing day since there are five Sundays
in this month. I thought how good it
is that we do not have to wait until
that date to be fed. Whenever it is the
Lord’s will we can enjoy a Sabbath, no
matter what day of the week or what
hour of the day.

One day last week T opened my Bible
to the Psalms and started to read. I
continued until I had read twenty of
them. You might say quite an agssign-
ment for one reading, but I felt the
Lord was with me. I cannot describe
the comfort I received and the beauty
I saw in these many verses. At the time
I felt I could almost write a book on
them and their meaning if my mind
would be so directed. There is a hymn
which expresses my feeling for me very
well: ‘ T

“I love to steal awhile away
From every cumbering care,

And spend the hours of setting day
In humble, grateful prayer.

I love in solitude to shed
The penitential tear,

And all his promises to plead
When none but God is near.

I love to think on mercies past,
And future good implore,
And all my cares and sorrows cast

On him whom I adore.

I love by faith to take a view
Of brighter scenes of heaven;

The prospect doth my strength renew: -
While here by tempest driven.

Thus, when life’s toilsome day is o’er,
May its departing ray

Be calm as this impressive hour,
And lead to endless day.”
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I did not mean to be so lengthy. Hope

T have not wearied vou with my

thoughts. Please cast the mantle of
charity over this just considering the
~weakness of the writer. When at the
throne of grace kindly remember this
poor sinmer if you feel so to do. May
the Lord continue to bless you and keep
you forever in his care. Yours in fel-
lowship. GERTRUDE SECOR

2442 —. 5th Ave., West, Seattle 99, Wash.

Drar Erper DobsoN: As I have moved
again, according to my doctor’s request,
will agk you to send my Signs of the
Times to the above address. As I am
writing for this change I feel a great
desirve to tell or write my experience as
it has been coming over and over in my
mind of late, and so much sweetness
comes to me.

I wag born in Cass Co. Missouri and
when a small child my parents and
family moved to Nevada, Mo, after sell-
ing the farm. They bought a comfort-
able home and we could care for the
Baptists whenever they came and often
had meeting there. My precious Master
soon made me to love these people so
much and that was when my Christian
experience started. Before I was old
enongh to go to school I memorized a
very dear hymn, “O for a closer walk
with God.” This grew to be a prayer to
nie and every day I would ask for my

walk to be close with God. When T was

old enough to go to school I would often
find myself in my study period feasting
on the sweet hymns that perhaps we
had sung the night before. As time went
on I Dbecame much more in love with
these dear brethren and sisters and es-
pecially old brother Beckman. He seem;
ed like an angel to me and I prayed
that T might be loving and kind as he
was, just as pure as he seemed to me to
be, Then T began to feel that T wanted
a4 howme in the churceh with these dear

ones, but my doubt was there would be
no chance to become a member as 1 was
only a child. I went on in this way for
some time when one day a paper, to
which my parents subscribed, came and
I had a chance to. slip it out and read
it. Au Elder Fisher from another state
had a letter in it. I wrote him telling
him of my troubles and the distress I
way going through. He answered my
letter at once, and as I had told him my
parent’s names he also wrote my father,
asking if he could make an appoint-
ment for him if he came to Necvada,
Mo., and told us when he would be
there. My dear father soon let it be
known he was coming and a three days
meeting was held. T was so happy 1
could hardly control myself. “What a
heaven below, my Redeemer to know.”
I never mentioned the letter I had writ-
ten and the one I had received to my
parents. Tt became my habit each time
the meeting was coming to a close and
the door of the church was open to any
that wanted to ask for a home was wel-
come, I had either to leave the room or
offer wyself to the church as T still

felt that being only a child they, would

not aceept me. So when this great day
came, the last day (Sunday) of Elder
Fisher’s stay there, and when the large
crowd had- gathered for church meeting,
my father took me to a room and talked
to me in a kind way. He finished by
saying he would have to pumish me if
I left the room before the meeting was
over as much as he disliked doing so. He
said, “Lillic you know I have never
punished you and I do not want to.”
When the close of the meeting came
and it was announced that the door of
the church was opeuw, a hymn was given
out and we began to sing. After a verse
or two was sung I started to walk, I
knew not where I wag going but I had
no control of my feet whatso-ever. Tere
I want to say I found out then “It iy



62 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

not in man that walketh to direct his
steps.”” My father was standing by the
door by which I would have left had I
done as before. I still had my song book
in my hand and was singing as loud as
I could when I looked at him and he
shook his head at me.not to come any
farther, but as I said, I had no controi
of my feet and I soon found out where
my dear and precious Master was direct-
ing me. I found myself with Elder
Fisher and dear old Brother Beckman
who was sitting there looking like an
angel and tears rolling down his cheeks.

I told them the trouble I was in and
how I had prayed for a closer walk
with God and to my surprise they took
me into the fold. When my father came
to me he wept like a child, and asked
me to forgive him for what he had
promised to do if I left the room. I
was baptized in an artesian well lake
in Nevada and I find there is no other
church where I could feel at home like
I can with the Primitive Baptists. I
want to say I left out something of im-
portance before I was accepted in the
church being a little forgetful at times.
There was an elderly couple, Elder
Clond and wife, who were members of
our church and lived next door to us.
I scarcely missed a day going over there
to do anything I could for them. I dear-
ly loved them both. He was not able
any more to get down to bathe her
feet and I being there said at once I
would love to do it for her and would
take it on myself to do it regularly.
This was a joy to me and after I was
accepted in the church she said to me,
“Sister Lillie, our next meeting is com-
munion time and I want you to wash
my feet the first time after you have
become a member..” This I did and oh
filled

could meet and all agree.

Il‘

what love my heart when we

ime went on and at (he age of seven-

teen I was married to Charles P. Bishop
in Nevada, Mo. who was a brakeman
on the railroad. We were married in
September and the next August 13th
he was brought home a corpse and I
was an expectant mother, and just three
months to the day a danghter was born
to me, Nov. 13th. On Dec. 26th of that
year I was taken with an illness which
proved to be an abscess. I could not
eat any food. for several months until
it broke. After that 1 felt much better
and was able to eat. The next day feel-
g better I called my father and
mother to my bed room telling them
I had not strength to sing, but would
they get the hymn books and sing for
me. Mother went for them and when
she returned she had been crying. I
asked them to sing, “When sorrows en-
compass me round, and many distresses
I see.” This was sung at my husband’s
funeral. They sang it and some others
I asked for as well as “O dor a closer
walk with God.” They told me they
could not sing any more and later told
me it was the hardest thing they could
do for me as they thought I was going
to be called home. _

I had been ill for so long and missed
those grand meetings until I was starv-
ed tor that sweet food I loved so much
and those songs of Zion helped me some.
I was then nineteen years of age and
now am seventy-two. I married again
and had three step-children. When or
after I married Mr. Blystone forty-
eight years ago we came West. We had
seven in family when we came here
and had a hard time getting along after
he was hurt in the mines in Wardner,
Idaho. We then moved to La Grande,
Ore., where I knew some Baptists that
from Missouri foo. We found a
house in which to and I had to

were
live
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support all the family by washing, iron-

ing and sewing. Later my folks came
out and settled in Spokane. I went to

see them and to find out the prospects
for work, and while there I and my
little children went to my oldest broth-
er’s home for a few days and they ar-
ranged for my little baby and me to
sleep on a cot in the room they and
some of the children occupied. Having
the baby to get ready for bed and then
myself I was the last one to retire and
my brother was to extinguish the light.
After the room was dark and I had my
baby on my arm Christ came to my
bed and I could see him as plainly as
if the light was on and some one else
stood there. He said, “Fear not your
troubles will soon be over. They are
compared to the Spokane River and you
are over the largest fall” Then he left
or T should say, I could not see him
any more. At once my brother called
to me and asked what was the matter.
He and his wife were also members of
our church. I said nothing and he kept
on asking me and said, “There was some
one in the room besides us.” Then I
told him Christ had come to my bed
and I could see him and what he said.

My brother said he knew there was’

some one there, he could feel his pres-
ence. Well ‘dear brother, I have written
quite a long letter but this will relieve

my mind sone. I was down to Chehalis,

Wash. last Sunday and we had a grand
meeting. In Christian love.
(Mrs) LILLIE BLYSTONE

Toney, Ala.
Drar Erper Byrp: I hope I have a
Christian’s desive to write you. I will
address you in a few words as to the
application of you and the rest of the
Blders. You are leaders of the sheep,
fathers in Tsrael, shepherds of the flock,
a comfort in times of desolate moments.

I hope the dear saints will be given
words of comfort to speak to you Elders
more than I have ever been been given
to know. I know I expect too much
from an Ilder. 1 do not do for them
what I could and should do. I fall

‘short in what I ought to do as a church

member, as a mother, as a good neigh-
bor, also as a person that professes a
hope in Christ. I fall short in affirm-
ing that God is God and besides him
there is no other. Be it far from any
one else to live like I do, think and do
ugly things which do not seem to be
as an Old Baptist should. I read, “Give
not that which is holy unto the dogs,
neither cast ye your pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet,
and turn again and rend you.” I be-
lieve God controls and moves us as it
suits him no matter how it suits us or
makes us frown or feel dismayed. He
still says, “It is I, be not afraid.”

I hope some of the roses will be hand-
ed to you Elder by believing children
while you are still present in person.
We are not indebted to you because you
are ministers. Oh no, but we love you
because God commands his children to
love one another, and he says, “If ye
love me, keep my commandments.” I
would like very much to visit among
the old Baptists down that way. I
pray God if it is his will to provide
the way and keep my mind in that di-
rection that I can visit Brother Palk
and you dear saints some day. When
you are too low to pray for yourself,
could you remember us at a throne of
grace? In trials and afflictions in Christ
we hope to remain your brother and
sister in Christ. REANER REECE

Route 1, Huntland, Tenn.
Duar Brorr DobsoN: I am not worthy
to call vou brother for vou see I am
nothing. T do not have a name among.
the dear, blessed Old Baptists. 1 feel
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this morning I must write you. I need
comfort and in sharing my feelings with
God’s people I feel T may find sweeter
peace. My mother and father are Primi-
tive Baptists and no kinder, sweeter
people ever lived. Dear brother as I sat
rocking my year old baby this morning
I picked up the Signs my father gave
me, and as I rocked I read and tears
streamed from my eyes until I could
scarcely follow the lines, but dear Lord
they were so sweet. I was reading the
letter signed “A little sister from Texas”
and my heart bled. Oh, dear Primitive
Baptists, I am so weak, so low, so deep
in sin it seems I will never taste the
sweetness of Jesus glorious love. While
I was reading I burst into a song but
I did not know I was really singing
until I came to the words, “Do I love
the Lord or no, am I his or am I not.”
It was then I knew I was singing, ¢ ‘“Tis
a point I long to know.”

The dear one from Texas lost her son
and said, “she thanked God for sparing
her darlmo the horrors of war.” I had
three brothers to go. My youngest broth-
er and I are very close to each other.
They all came back but as it pleased
our heavenly Father the youngest did
not come back as he walked so beau-
tifully away. He was crippled by a
serious wound received in the last days
of the war. While they were away, dear
ones, I had a dreadful dream that this
youngest brother was killed in action,
and when they would waken me I would
be praying to God. I had another beau-
tiful dream that the world was coming
to an end, everything was in complete
darkness. I started singing loud and
strong and a bright light shown from
the sky upon me and I was very happy,
rejoicing and praising God. I know T
am nothing but some times T actually
feel God is smiling on me, Then again
I am plunged into the darkest pools of
despair and kuow I am worthy of noth-

ing. I will keep hoping for all 1 have
is a hope which is the anchor of the
soul, the Bible says. I will try to pray
that some day God will choose me as
one of his little ones; that I was chosen
before the world began, and that he will
show me in his wondrous way that I
am of him and may feel at home with
the dear old Primitive Baptists whom
I love. God’s will be done.

I am twenty-three years old, the
youngest of ten children. I have been
married two and one half years and
have a year old baby. Mother and father
are getting old and are in bad health
all the time. They do enjoy the Signs
so much. I know this is not worthy of
publication, but if you could please send
me a word of comfort or do you think
I am being greatly deceived and not
worthy of letters from you dear people.
Gratefully yours.

(Mrs.) GILBERT LEE

Box 122, Warsaw, Mo.
Dear Evirors: It is certainly a shame
for me to be so far behind with my
subscription fee and I .cannot expect
your pardon for so great a neglect not-
withstanding I need and desire it very
much. However this was taken care of
at the proper time but owing to poor
health I lived here and yonder - and
hoped to be more permanently settled
before I mailed it—alas T am sending
it with a heart full of gratitude for not
stopping it when due. I enjoy every
article and the experiences such as your
own, Ilder W, N. Green and others
were most edifying; also the doetrinal
writers, editorials and every article that
gives God all honor, power, knowledge
and glory are enjoyed beyond measure.
I love the company of those who be-
lieve these fundamental principles set
forth in the Bible and preached and
proclaimed by the Primitive Baptists,
Jesus the rock of my salvation. a rock
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in a weary land.

How often I fled to him in years
past, but to-day (naturally speaking of
health conditions) I am unable to run
or flee for refuge, but he is also our
support so to-day I (hope) am leaning
on him for my support as my staff and
cruteh. I have six lovely daughters to
administer to my temporal needs, but
also how nmch I need the tender love,
mercy and grace of our once crucified
but now risen and alive for-ever-more
Redeemer and Savior to stand by in
the last hours to pilot over the stormy
Jordan and earry the spirit back to the
Giver of all life. Then and not until
then will all be well with the redeemed
family for-ever-more.

Thanking you again and again for
your unfeigned kindness I am a sinner
trusting solely in what Jesus accom-
plished on the rugged cross for many

sinners. (Mrs.) MILDRED C. TURNER

632 W. Main St., Salisbury, Md.

Drar ErpEr DopsonN: Enclosed find
check for $3. Two for renewing my sub-
scription and one to aid the Signs.
Very glad you have been kind enough
not to let me miss a copy. I enjoy read-
ing them so much. I have kept all the
copies since 1924 and can always find
something comforting in them. I look
forward each month to the new ones
coming with pleasure. I feel T would
be at a loss without them. I have lost
s0 many of my loved ones within the
past two years and am now living alone
since the death of my husband. I feel
very lonely and cast down at times.
“Weeping may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning.” The good
letters in the Signs are a real comfort
indeed to one who feels to cast their
cares upon the Lord.

(Mrs.) MOLLIE E. FOOKS

Holly Springs, Ark.
Mz. R. L. DopsoN, Dear Sizx: I am en-
closing check for $4 for our remnewal to
the Signs of the Times. Regret very
much that we have neglected this duty.
The Signs of the Times have been com-
ing to this home for nearly seventy-
five years and most every issue is still
here. We treasure them. There have
been numerous Primitive Baptists en-
tertained in this home, and we hope
to continue enjoying this pleasure with
God’s help. We are not church mem-
bers but strong believers. Thanking you
we are very truly.
MR. & MRS. C. .A. PATTERSON

AID FOR SENDING “SIGNS” TO INDIGENTS
Elder R. L. Biggs, Tenn., $4; S. Bailiff, Tex., $3;

J. 'T. Bratten, Md., $2; Mrs. J. W. Grimes, Ala., $1;
Mrs. R. Moore, La., $1; W. A, Wamack, Ark., $3;
Mus. J. Clifford, Wash., $1; W. W. Jackson, Ga., $1;
J. A. Brown, Fla,, $1; J. H. Hinson, Cal,, $3; J. A.
Beard, Fla., $1; A friend, $100; R. E. Crooks, Wash.,
$20; Mrs. W. Bass, N. C., $1; Mrs. C. M. Richardson,
Va., $3; A. S. Roberson, N. C,, $1; Mrs. N. Austin,
Tex., $1; W. D. Chapman, N. Y. $10; Mrs. I. L.
Reilly, N. Y., $3; W. J. Johnson, Tex., $1; E. H.
Lanier, Tenm., $2; A. M. Mariner, Va. $1; Murs.
W. K. Truitt, Md., $1; A friend, Ia., $10; M. J. Ege,
N. J, $3; Mrs. R. B. Shortridge, Ill, $10; Miss E.
R. Martin, N. J,, $3; Eld. E. B. Ault, Tex, $2; J.
E. Goyne, Ark., $1; J. D. Hassell, Ala, $1; Mrs. D.
Deal, Mo., $3; Mrs. B. L. McCoy, Del,, $1; J. H.
Calk, La., $2; V. D. Borst, Jr., N. Y,, $1; C. W.
Edwards, Ala.,, $4; Mrs. C. Twilley, Md., $1; C. S.
Cross, Tenn. $1; J. A. Johnson, Tenn. $5; C.
Garner, N. C, $1; Mrs. S. L. Midgett, N. Y., $1;
Mrs. S. L. Hutchens, N. Y, $100.

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE “SIGNS”

We will furnish extra copies of the Signs
of the Times at the following prices: 1 copy
25 cents; 3 copies 75 cents; 6 copies $1.50;
12 copies $3.00. These prices do not apply to
our regular subscribers who fail to receive
their paper, and if they will notify us of the
failue we will- mail them another copy free
of charge.
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“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God.” Matt. 5:8.

We would write unto you of the riches
of God’s grace, with the pure heart that
Jesus declares are blessed, beholding in
Christ Jesus the fullness of all we write.

David says in Psalm 50:10, “Create
in me a clean heart, O God; and re-
new a right spirit within me.” The ex-
pressions that follow are felt in our
heart that we should write comfortably
to the people of God, and bring to their
understanding the joys of their salva-
tion, and assure them that their war-
fare is accomplished and they have re-
ceived of the Lord’s hand double for all
their sins. What a wonderful feeling
to have given to a poor sinner that his
sing are all forgiven, and the Dblessed
assuranee of the presence of a mighty
power to save is with him, and the love
He has manifested has blotted out all
the righteousness you had according to
the flesh, and all that we thought to be
unto life, we find to be unto death. Our

hearts are filled with joy and love for

the things that were given unto us hy
the spirvit of truth, and we are turned

Calion, Ark.

about and made to seek those things
that are from above. We realize a great
separation from the things we once
loved, and a love for the things we once
hated, and these things are not merely
perceived in our minds, but they are
realized in our hearts and we believe
them because of the power by which
they are wrought in us. We have the
assurance that it is with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto sal-
vation,

After all of these things have been
manifested to us, and we find our
hearts are filled with the things of this
world, we turn to the language of David
and ery out, “Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me.” We believe it is then we
see God and our hearts are purged from
dead works to serve the living God, and
the way of salvation as it is in Jesus
Christ is beheld of God, as the only
pure and living way. We hear the voice
within our hearts, this is the way, walk
ye in it, and the love of God in the
heart constraing us to be obedient, and
for us to be enticed of our flesh into dis-
obedience we are chastised by the power
of God against the sin in our mortal
flesh which causes the poor sinner to
cry out, “O wretched man that T am!
who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?” It is then we confess our
sin and beg for the mercy of God, the
only one who can forgive sin, and with
the confession resolve to be obedient to
his commandments written in our
hearts.

These commandments are written in
the law of God in the hearts of all his
people and they are continually in their
meditation by. which they speak the
language of David, “Blessed is the man
that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
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scornful. But his delight is in the law
of the Lord; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.” Psalm 1:1-2.
We note out of this pure heart he (the
sinner) is motivated to act and do
the things that are commanded in God’s
law in his heart, which gives the work-
ing in us “both to will and to do of
his good pleasure.” Phil. 2:13.

The working of God’s mighty power
hath purged our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God, and the
gift of the Holy Ghost to every one that
has been purged takes of the things of
God’s kingdom and shows them unto
us, and thereby we see God as did Paul
and all the apostles. We believe Paul
wrofe all the epistles from the abund-
ance of a pure heart for we note in his
epistle to the Collossians he said, “I
would that ye knew what great conflict
I have for you, and for them at Lao-
dicea, and for as many as have not seen
my face in the flesh; That their hearts
niight be comforted, being knit together
in love, and unto all riches of the full
agsurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the mystery of God,
and of the Father, and of Christ; In
whom are hid all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.” Col. 2:1-3. We
feel the above quotation in our heart
when we attempt to write or speak in
‘the name of Jesus.

As we have been blessed to read the
Signs of the Times during the past year
and examine the contents according to
God’s word, we feel thankful to God
for the directing hand that has kept us
in the faith, and exercised our heart
that we should stand in the unity of the
faith once delivered to the saints; that
we should have the abundance of heart
to write and receive of the things of
the kingdom of
pared for us.

We feel that it was out of a pure
heart that Ilder Gilbert Beebe was

Fod that he has pre-

moved to start the publication of the
Signs of the Times, and the prepara-
tion of the hearts of all of like precious
faith received and were drawn to the
support of that medium of correspon-
dence which has continued for 116
years. We are now starting on our
pilgrimage for the duration of another
year not knowing who shall survive un-
to the end of this volume. We feel to
say unto all supporters of the Signs
may we contribute to this, our medium
of correspondence, out of a pure heart
by which we may edify one another in
the body of Christ.

We desire to say our dear Editor and
Publisher, Elder R. Lester Dodson, has
delivered to us a periodieal worthy to
grace the table of any of our homes,
the contents of which have not been de-
livered in spirit to lord over God’s
heritage, and we feel to say well done
thou faithful brother; also to say no
brother has done more than he for the
future comfort of the readers of the
Signs of the Times for he has bound
116 volumes of the Signs which are in
the Library of Congress at Washington
where they can be obtained by those
desiring to read them. Out of a pure
heart we feel such things are done, and
not for the filthy lucre of this world.

In conclusion may we implore the
Yod of all grace to give him to behold
the beauty of the Lord our God upon
His people, and out of a pure heart
write and speak as long as God has so
purposed he shall continue, and when
the end comes may he say with Paul,
“T have fought a good fight..” C.W.V,

"CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Shepherd Fold Church meets every fourth Sun-

day and Saturday before, in the morning, in their
new building on the Little York road between

Air line and Humble highways. Elder W. O.
Beene, Pastor; Elder Ben B. Walston, Asst. Pastor;
Mrs. Irene Wisenbaker, Clerk.
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“Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites
before the children of Israel, and he said in
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still
upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley
of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the
moon stayed, until the people had avenged
themselves upon their enemies. Is not this
written in the book of Jasher? So the sun
stood still in the midst of heaven, and
hasted not to go down about a whole day.
And there was no day like that before it or
after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the

voice of a man: for the Lord fought for
Israel.” Joshua 10:12-14.

A good brother in the South in re-
questing our views on the above Scrip-
ture asks “if this has reference to the
natural sun and moon and a natural
battle.” We are well aware of the fact
that our opinion as a mere man will be
of little worth to our brother and read-
ers and we, therefore, earnestly desire
to be led by the Holy Spirit to make
some observations which will be in ac-
cord with divine truth. While Holy Writ
records many symbolic presentations of
truth, and while literal events may be
only types and shadows of the true and
far more reaching significance of what
they convey, there are many strange and
mysterious phenomena recorded in the
Bible the literal truth of which we do
not wish to deny. It seems to us that if
we disregard the supernaturalness of
events which have appeared in nature,
we tear at the very foundation of the
sovereignty of our God. Our faith em-
braces and accepts the literal fact that
Abraham took his son Isaac up into
the Mount, verily believing that God
had required of him to offer him as a
sacrifice. Tt also embraces and accepts
as a fact that in due time Israel was to
journey down iuto Egypt and be in
bondage and servitude to Pharoah, king
of Egypt, whom God raised up for that
but the not
end in Egypt. God's infinite wisdom

Very purpose, seene does

in seiding Joseph down into Egypt to
suffer and provide for the needs of his
brethren must be revealed, and his al-
mighty power must be made manifest
by delivering Israel at the Red Sea, in
causing the waters thereof to divide
and enabling them to pass over dry
shod. Our faith also embraces and ac-
cepts as a fact that Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego were cast into the fur-
nace heated seven times hot, because
they refused to bow down and worship
the idolatrous gods of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. Without these things
God’s people all down through the vis-
tas of time would have been deprived
of the blessed assurance that their God
would justify and reward their faith in
himi, The same can be as truthfully
said of Daniel in the den of lions. Tt
was undoubtedly in the mind and pur-
pose of God for Jonah to go to Nineveh
by the route he did. Some have con-
tended that had Jonah been obedient
he would not have been cast overboard
and swallowed by the whale. However,
we are told that God had prepared a
great fish to swallow Jonah, which car- .
ried him on his way to the wicked city
of Nineveh, and had Jonah not gone
by the way he did, God’s power in
sending “out a great wind into the sea”
causing a great tempest to endanger
the safety of the ship would not have
been made known, the mariners would
not have prayed to God, and there
would not have been any lot cast for
God to dispose of, and Jonah would not
have been cast into the sea, and the
great fish which God had specifically
prepared would have been there in
vain; Jonah would not have been taught
that “Salvation is of the Lord,” and
would not have preached the preaching
that God had bidden him to preach to
the Ninevites, and Nineveh would not
have been overthrown, and God would
ot have been honored and glorified.
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Such doctrine ag that is dishonoring to
God and confusing to his people and,
therefore, should not be preached. Had
these things not been Jesus would have
been deprived of the answer he gave
to the scribes and Pharisees who be-
sought him to give them a sign. He
said unto them, “An evil and adul-
terous generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given to
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas;
For as Jonag was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the
Son of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.” Mat.
12:39-40. We believe that all Scripture,
from Genesig to Revelation was given
by the Eternal One, who is declared to
be of one mind, and none can turn him,
and we cannot stand for any one alter-
ing, adding to or taking from it.

The many miracles wrought by Jesus
when he wag here in the flesh were for
the purpose of manifesting him to be
verily God as well as verily man. He
converted the water into wine, raised
the dead, gave sight to the blind, heal-
ed lepers, stilled the raging sea, fed the
multitudes with a few loaves of bread
and fishes, and many other miraculous
things, that it might be known that he
worked the works of God and spake
as never man spake. At last he was
actually crucified by wicked hands and
nailed to a wooden cross and died and
was placed in Joseph’s new tomb, but
thanks be unto God he conld not be
holden of death, but came forth the
third day as had been foretold of him,
and he is now at the .right hand of
the Majesty on high making interces-
sion for us if, indeed, we be numbered
among those chosen in him before the
foundation of the world. By faith, we
hope we accept and believe all that in-
spiration declared concerning him.

We do not eonsider the foregoing as
a preamble to the subject matter of

what we have been asked to treat upon,
but rather would we desire to be un-
derstood as having been dealing with
our subject in a most serious and vital
way. Joshua was undoubtedly a type
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
who, in the fulness of time, was to come
into the world and engage in battle for
his people, to the point of conquering
and destroying him that had the power
of death over them. Joshua was un-
doubtedly a real living character, and
we can but feel that the things spoken
of in this connection were likewise gen-
uine. The Gibeonites, who were not of
the children of Israel, might well typify
the Gentiles, had appealed to Joshua
(a type of Christ) for assistance in
overcoming their enemies, who were
composed of those Amoritish kingdoms
represented by the five kings mentioned.
In the first verse of the chapter we
are told that ‘“when Adonizedec king
of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua
had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed
it; as he had done to Jericho and her
king” and how the inhabitants of
Gibeon had made peace with Joshua
and the children of Israel, he called
for a confederacy with these kings to
come up and help him smite Gibeon.
The Awmoritish nations can well repre-
sent the enemies of spiritual Tsrael here
in the world to-day, all of whom are
well organized and banded together in
their work system to destroy the true
church, but Jesus, our Spiritual Joshua,
hath declared that he would build his
church upon the rock of revelation and
the gates of hell would not prevail
against it, The twelfth verse of our text
says, “Then spake Joshua to the Lord
in the day when the Lord delivered up
the Amorites before the children of
Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel,
Suan, stand thon still upon Gibeon: and
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.”
It is to be noted that “the Lord deliver-
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ed up the Amorites before the children
of Israel,” and in order that the Isracl-
ites might be made witnesses to the
mighty power of God, the most wonder-
ful and surprising, and shall we say
supernatural phenomenon which follow-
ed took place. When Jesus tarried and
was late in reaching Martha and Mary,
they said unto him, Lord, if thou hadst
been here, our brother had not died:
But Jesus said in this connection, “I
am glad for your sakes that I was not
there, to the intent ye may believe.”
Had Lazarus not died, the power of
God to raise the dead would not have
been made known unto them. It is of-
ten God’s good pleasure to move in a
mysterious way his wonders to perform,
in order that his children may stand
in awe of him. Therefore, Joshua said,
“Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon;
and thou, Moon, in the valley of Aja-
lon.” The thirteenth verse says, “And
the sun stood still, and the moon stay-
ed, until the people had avenged them-
selves upon their enemies.”” Apparently
these things had been prophesied of,
for the question was asked, “Is not this
written in the book of Jasher?” Then
follows the plain declaration: “So the
sun stood still in the midst of heaven,
and hasted not to go down about a
whole day.” Whatever space of time this
may have indicated it was sufficient
for Joshua to engage these five kings
with all the fighting men and para-
phernalia they could produce and win
a complete victory over them. The four-
teenth and last verse of our text says:
“And there was no day like that before
it or after it, that the Lord hearkened
unto the voice of a man: for the Lord
fought for Israel.” These things are un-
doubtedly fulfilled in the experience of
the true Israel of our God here in this
world, but the true substance of them
was being presented in type and shadow
under the law, and were undoubtedly

as real and genuine as the shadows of
the tree in front of our house which is
being thrown upon us as we pen these
lines,

The people of God can bear witness
with Joshua “that there was no day
like that before it or after it, that the
Lord hearkened unto the voice of a
man: for the Lord fought for Israel,”
when they by faith are enabled to see
that the God who made heaven and
earth, and all things therein; who con-
trols the sun, the moon, the stars and
hath fixed the bounds of the sea, has
condescended to those of such low
estate as we to fight our battles, and
to give us the victory over sin and
death, by and through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Indeed, we can
then say, “there was no day like that
before it or after it,”” and we just feel
like joining Moses in ascribing great-
ness unto our God, for he is the rock,
and lis work is perfect.

Our best authorities tell us that the
sun is “the central body of the solar
system, about which revolve the planets
and from which they receive radiant
energy, as light, heat,” ete., all of which
heavenly bodies we understand rotate
upon their axes. On first thought some
might conclude that if the sun stood
still it would cause ntter confusion
among all of the other heavenly bodies,
if not wreck and ruin them, but since
the sun is the central body of them all,
and all others receive their energy from
the sun, it would appear that when the
sun stood still, all others being under
the intluence and control of the sun,
there was still harmony among the host
of them, and herein is revealed the
sovereign hand and eternal power of
Almighty God, doing his will in the
army of heaven and among the inhabi-
tants of the earth. What a solemn com-
mand that was to the Psalmist, when
God said, “Be still, and know that I am
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God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.”
We have written, as we humbly hope,
in the spirit of humility and love, but
with the sincere desire of the heart to
declare the truth, and all for the glory
of (Gtod and the lifting of the name of
Jesus on high. R. L. D,

OBITUARIES

MRS. LYDIA R. NASON was born in London,
Ontario, Canada, the daughter of Frederick W.
and Ellen J. Keene, Feb. 26, 1877, and died Sept.
15, 1948, making her stay on earth 71 years, 6
months and 19 days. Her home for many years
had been in Sanford, Maine where she passed
away. She had been in constantly failing health
since March. At the age of fifteen her father, Elder
F. W. Keene, moved with his family to New York
State where he became joint pastor with Elder
John Hubbell of the Second Roxbury Church. In
October 1893 the Keene’s moved to North Ber-
wick, Maine, Elder Keene having been called as
Pastor of the Oak Woods Church. Here our sister
was received into the church Sept. 1, 1895 and was
baptized the following morning. On Jan. 27, 1897
she married David F. Nason who preceded her to
his eternal home by twenty years lacking two
days, the date being Sept. 17, 1928.

It can truly be said that she was one of the
mainstays of the little band of intrepid helievers
who, against well nigh insuperable obstacles, have
carried on in this ancient church which for twenty-
nine years has been pastorless. A church without

an under-shepherd is in a difficult position even

if she has, as did Oak Woods, faithful deacons. In
her letters and in her conversation our sister often
voiced her love and undying loyalty to the church
of the living God, and particularly to the branch
of the vineyard in which she found herself. It was
the prayer of her heart as of the other few re-
maining, “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst
of the years, in the midst of the years make known;
in wrath remember mercy.” Habakuk 3:2.

She leaves to mourn her loss two daughters,
Mrs. Roger A. Hoyt, Washington, D. C. and Mrs.
Harry C. Dunfield, Sanford, Me.; two grand-
daughters, Jeanne Hoyt, and Edna Dunfield; two
sisters, Mrs. M. S. Houlder, Raleigh, N. C. and Mrs.
W. N. Spitler, Chicago, Ill,, both of whom were
able to be present at the funeral, and the entire
little flock in North Berwick.

The final services were held Sept. 18, 1948 in
Sanford Funeral Chapel and Cemetery. Elder Win-
ford J. Berry, who had arrived the day before
from Elon College, N. C. for the regular two day
meeting of the Maine Conference, conducted the

service and spoke comfortingly from 2 Cor. 5:1-10
particularly the words, “For we that are in this
tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life” Many
friends from the churches farther north in the
Maine. Association had come for the two day meet-
ing and were present at the funeral services of
this dearly loved sister so well known to them.
Loved ones and friends of the departed one filled
the chapel. The floral offerings were many and
beautiful attesting to the very high esteem in
which this dear, humble sister was held in the
community in which she lived so long. She will
long be missed in the neighborhood. The little
flock in Oak Woods will feel their loss very keenly.
May the God of all comfort be with them. Burial
was beside her husband in the family lot in
beautiful Memorial Cemetery.

For our comfort our God who cannot lie has
declared, “Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them.” Rev. 14:13. Our sister had looked
forward to meeting Elder Berry whom she had
long known through correspondence and his maga-
zine, Old Faith Contender. This wish was not
granted her but we know that, “Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him.” 1 Cor. 2:9. Oh may this be
brought home to our hearts that she knows that
fulness of joy of which the Psalmist speaks, “At
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

(Myrs.) RUTH A. KEENE SPITLER

Whereas it has been the will of an all powerful
God to again call home one of his dear children,
and relieve from his sufferings one of his anocinted,
we hope to be bowed to the will of a most holy
and perfect God in the passing away from this life
to a life everlasting, our dearly beloved Brother
and Deacon, G. R. SHEPARD.

He was born in Onslow County, near Jackson-
ville, N. C., July 21, 1886, and died Oct. 28, 1948.
He united with the Primitive Baptist church at
Sand Hill, Saturday before the second Sunday in
Sept. 1927, and was baptized on Sunday morning
by Elder E. ¥. Pollard.

Brother Shepard was a great sufferer from the
dreaded disease, tuberculosis. It was often the
pleasure of the unworthy writer to visit in the
good home of Brother Shepard and talk with him
concerning his hope. I was always met with a
smile, yet many times it was through tears, I feel,
for joy. I never heard him complain of his lot, but
often expressing how good and how merciful God
was to him. He was a firm believer and a great
contender for the doctrine of salvation by the grace
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of an all wise God. His funeral services were con-
ducted at his home Oct. 29, 1948 by the writer,
Brother Brown and Brother W. E. Hylton. I shall
always miss his sweet smile and his fellowship
when I visit his home. May the giver of every
good and perfect gift guide his sainted wife and
his dear children to carry on, and to say dear
Lord thy will, not ours, be done. Submitted in love
and fellowship for his dear family.
(Elder) S. T. ATKINSON, SR.

It was the will of Almighty God to call from
this mortal life MISS SARAH E. VAN TASSEL
of 150 Prospect St., Kingston, N. Y., a dear friend
and neighbor of the brethren and friends of the
Olive and Hurley Old School Baptist Church, on
Oct. 27, 1947 at the Kingston Hospital. She was
born April 5, 1895 at Kingston, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van Tassel.

Sadie, as she was known by her friends, fell
and broke her hip and was in the hospital for
treatment when she passed away suddenly. She
had been suffering from a serious heart trouble
for several months. She was a woman of the finest
character, loved and highly respected by all who
knew her and was kindness itself. She had many
friends in the Lexington-Roxbury Association. She
cared for Sister Hasbrouck, a member of the Olive
and Hurley Church, she being an invalid the last
years of her life. Sadie had lived with her since
she was eight years of age and cared for her
kindly and with marvelous patience which few
people have of that virtue as much as Sadie pos-
sessed.

She leaves- to mourn her loss one brother,
Cornelius, of Oregon, and one sister, Mrs. Catherine
Dyer, Syracuse, N. Y. and several nieces and
nephews. She said she saw her Lord a few weeks
before she died with angels around him. At her
request Elder Bellows and I spoke at the funeral,
also at her request the text used was the 23rd
Psalm. Her body was laid beside sister Hasbrouck
and her husband whom she called father and
mother. We feel that our loss is her eternal gain,
and that the God of all saints is her God. Written
by request.

(Elder) AMASA J. SLAUSON

HASSELL’S CHURCH HISTORY
This book has been republished and is ready for
$4.85. Send orders to Turner
Lassiter, 919 North Highland Ave., Atlanta, Ga.

delivery. Price

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Beginning January 1, 1949, the cost of printing
the Signs of the Times has more than doubled
what it was when we first began its publication on
January 1, 1942. Until now we have been able to
absorb the additional costs experienced from time
to time, but the time has now come when the

“subscription price of the paper will have to be

increased.

Thus far we have kept the columns of our family
paper free from paid advertising matter of all
kinds, and it is our firm purpose to continue to do
so, notwithstanding the fact that other religious
publications carry it. Other publications have, ap-
parently, long since been compelled to increase the
price of their subscriptions, but we have resisted
it as long as we possibly could.

Our subscribers have been both loyal and liberal
in the past, as a general thing, and we sincerely
hope they will appreciate the fact that we most
certainly would not raise our price unless necessity
demanded it. Therefore, beginning with the January
1949 issue the subscription price will be $3.00 per
year, or $5.00 for two years, ’

If all of our subscribers who can will pay
promptly, and will make a real effort to secure
new subscribers for the paper, we honestly believe
that before a great while we will be able to in-
crease the size of the paper from twenty-four
pages to twenty-eight pages. We are persuaded
that this will be most gratifying to our readers if
it can be done. We have sufficient good material
on hand to justify increasing the size of the paper
when the necessary funds are available.

We appeal to our Authorized Agents to become
more active in their efforts for new subscribers,
and we also hope that our Ministering brethren
will recommend to the brethren they serve and
the friends they meet that they become. readers
of the Signs. To our Agents and Ministers we will
allow them $1.00 for ecach new subscriber for one
year or more, and to our subscribers who will
send us a new subscriber, or to any one who will
subscribe for the paper direct, we will be glad to
send them FREE a copy of “Showers of Rain” by

our late sister Flossie I. Faulkner. This is a book
of about forty pages, containing her experience

and a fine collection of her poems.

Bespeaking the continued loyalty and support
of our subscribers and friends, and hoping they
will feel free to write us at all times as their
minds may direct, with renewed assurances of our
best efforts not only to maintain the high standard
of the paper, but to improve it any and every way
possible, we subscribe ourself,

Faithfully yours,
R. LESTER DODSON
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“WHAT IS TRUTH”

“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou
a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest
that I am a king. To this end was I born,
and for this cause came I into the world,
that I should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth heareth my
voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is
truth?” John 18: 37-38.

Dear children of God, made to be pari
takers of a heavenly calling, you who
are separated from the world by the
baptism of suffering, called to be saints,
sealed by the holy covenant of promise;
ye who are circumsized in the heart by
the holy amnd unerring spirit of God,
quickened and made alive by his Spirit,
and led by grace divine unto the
knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

DearLy BELOVED: It is you I wish to
address as I pen a few broken thoughts
of mine on this subject, which so far as
word matter is concerned is found in
Pilate’s question to Jesus, “What is
truth?” For several days I have been
confined to my bed in ill health, ani
upon awakening yesterday morning the
words, “What is truth?’ were in my
mind as if fixed there with power. I
huwmbly hope I know by experience that
to deal with this subject, and to treat
upon it in the light of truth, I must
be led by the unerring spirit of God
into the knowledge of the truth, which
truth is hid from the wise and prudent
and revealed umnto babes; And if so
hlessed it ig only unto those who know
the truth that I could speak and be un-

derstood, and those who know the truth
do not know it because they possess
some superior qualities over others. No,
no, but because it seemed good in God’s
sight, in the light of divine revelation,
to open the eyes of their understand-
ing and to reveal his truth in them.

First I would like to say a few things
relative to truth as we poor mortals
speak, think, move and act one to and
with another in respect, to what we might
term as natural or literal truth. In this:
relation what we might believe to be
truth is our standard by which we
measure the expressed statements, mo-
tives and actions of others. In this re-
speet truth is right. It is honorable, up-
right, above reproach, too honorable for
criticism. Truth stands out above all
that is false, it canuot be overthrown.
It may be trampled in the dust by un-
hallowed feet, it may for a time appear
to be thwarted by lying tongues, by
false swearing, by contradictions, by
subtilty of serpentine minds, yea, it
may be for a season rejected, discoun-
tenanced, but it cannot be stamped from
the earth. With all its persecutions,
gainsayings and everything evil minds
can conjecture or array against it, it
shall arise again ultimately and shine
forth in its true light., Kven in this
sense truth is above reproach in that it
only will stand the acid test of honor
and equity.

However divided the opinion of men
on this premise of examination of the
tern truth, what we really wish to
pursue is “What is truth?” in a spiritual
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sense in relation to God and godliness,
and where, oh where can we go for au-
thority for the answer but to the holy
scriptures, and to the experience and
hearts of the children of God? The holy

seriptures are the only infallible rule -

ot faith and practice, hence it is the
rule that measures both ways. Measures
me while it measures my brethren, and
therefore, the scriptures are truth. Hear
the blessed Savior saying, “Search the
geriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me.” (the truth.) And again
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” John 14 :6.
Blessed be his holy name, how great
is this truth to every quickened soul,
to every heir of promise, to have Christ
as he comes unto you in your experi-
ence as your personal Savior, as the
chiefest among ten thousand, the one
altogether lovely as your ears are made
to hearken and you hear the word
(Jesus) behind you (yea, behind you in
the unalterable and fixed purposes of
Jehoval, in the everlasting love of God)
saying, “This is the way, (Jesus) walk
ye in it.”

He comes experimentally unto his
own as the way, (salvation) as the
truth, (knowledge of the way) as their
life which life promotes action, pro-
duces growth in grace and in the
knowledge of the truth. Produces and
bears fruit in them, the fruit of the
spirit, which fruit is love, charity, gen-
tleness, temperance, meekness and
humility. Producing in them a godly
walk and conversation, causing them to
forbear one another in love, endeavor-
ing to keep the unity of the spirit in
the bond of peace. “For this is the
covenant that T will make with the
house of Tseael after those days, saith
the Lord; I will put my laws into their
mind, and write them in their hearts:

and I will be to them a God, and they
shall be to me a people: And they shall
not teach every man his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for all shall know me, from
the least to the greatest. For 1 will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and
their sins and their iniquities will I re-
member no more.” Heb. 8:10-12. This
law (Jesus) in their hearts, the hope
of glory, is their truth, and this truth
works experience in them, for it is thus
they are tenderly and gently led to
know Jesus in the pardon and forgive-
ness of their sins, for to know God is
eternal life. This truth imparted to
them by experience of the soul no thief
can break through and steal. It shall
abide with them while life endures, it
shall be their stay when they are called
to die.

As proof of the everlasting love of
God to his people we read, “And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the IFather,)
full of grace and truth.” John 1:14.
Again in verse 17, “For the law was
given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.” Again in John
8:32, “And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.” The
holy scriptures abound with heavenly
authority that when Jesus Christ, the
love wonder of heaven and earth, comes
in, takes up his abode in the hearts of
poor trembling sinners, and by the
quickening process and power of his
divine grace quickens them to life from
their dead state in mature’s night, raises
them from death by the quickening
power of his Holy Spirit, he Jesus
Christ, ig in them as life, in them as
their way, in them as the ftruth. All
the truth they will ever know is Jesus,
and by reason of this treasure in carthen
vessels they, the recipients of his love,
have the eyes of their understanding
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enlightened, knowledge and instruction
is imparted to them by the operation of
the Holy Spirit of God as the spirit
takes the things of Jesus and opens or
reveals unto them. Jesus in them is the
substance of all their hope, the begin-
ning and the end of their faith. He is
head over all things to the church, his
body, the fulness of him which filleth
all in all. All praises unto him, how
great is this truth? Thig truth in opera-
tion in the heart and souls of his chil-
dren leads them away from the night of
bondage, from the death of law servi-
tude, legalism, away from the six days
labor of the law, away from the tradi-
tional notions and ideas of men, makes
them free in Christ, leads them unto the
rest that remaineth unto the children
of God.

It is only in lieu of the operation of
this truth in the hearts of God’s chosen
that every false way is exposed, every
idle thought is brought to light as
standing arrayed against the truth. It
is thus, dear saints of God, that we all
are tried, are proven and are mani-
fested as whether we be (through the
abounding grace of God) branches, liv-
ing branches, of the vine, Christ. “And
of his fulness have we all received, and
grace for grace.”” Finally brethren we
all must wait upon him for the begin-
ning, operation and growth of this truth
in us. To his name be glory, honor and
praise both now and for-ever-more
Amen. Submitted in love for the cause
of Christ. (Elder) H. J. BIRD

Kinwood, Texas
R. LestEr DopnsoN, Dreir BROTHER IN
Curist: If you deem it worthy of space
in the dear old Signs, I desire to con-
tinue my views on the beast as I see
them in Revelation. It is unfortunate
that King James, or the authorized
version of the Bible, always (ranslates
by the same term, “beast.” (Rev. 4:6-9.)

There are four living beings. Power is
the emblem of creation as revealing the
glory of God. (Gen. 2:10; Isa. 11:12;
Mat. 24:31; Luke 13:29.) They have
four faces, the four have six wings and
contain part of one or more of four
leading animal forms, man, ox, lion
and eagle; and especially represent man
as the lord of the creation, contrasting
in himself the highest creation of God
as manifested by the universe of creat-
ed life. Instead of being angels or spirits
that were never embodied, they are in
Revelation, emphatically distinguished
from all the angels, (Rev. 4:11; 7:11.)

-~and it is plainly set forth in Rev. 5:8-10

and 19:4-5 that the four living beings
denote not only men but the same class
of man as the twenty-four elders, re-
deemed men, men endowed with the
true spiritual or eternal life who are to
live with God and worship him forever.

On the other hand the beast or
mounster of the book of Revelation repre-
sents the everlasting enemies of God
who are to be cast into the lake of
eternal fire. (Rev. 19:20; 20:16.) As
God has his two witnesses so satan or
the dragon has his two, the first and
the second beasts. (Rev. 13:1-11.) The
term beast denotes man severed from
God, resting on his own, physical or
intellectual strength or material re-
sources, the combination of sensual,
lawless God opposing elements. (2 Peter
2:12; 1 Cor. 15:32.)

The first beast rises out of the sea,
(Rev. 13:1.) or out of the bottomless
pit, (Rev. 17:8.) and has seven heads
and ten horns each having a crown
upon it and npon his head the name of
blasphemy. He has the power and au-
thority of the dragon and makes war
upon the saints and over came them,
and all the world wonders after the
beast and worships it except those whose.
names are written in the book of life
and the Lamb slain from the founds-
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tion of the world. (Rev. 13:1-10.) The
first beast shows himself to be the di-
rect representative of the dragon who
also had seven heads and ten horns,
(Rev. 12:13.) and who first in human
history assumed the lowest beastly na-
ture, that of the serpent. (Gen. 3.) The
first beast represents the world power
opposed to God, the seven heads imply-
ing the assumption of Godhead, (and
carries in turn as the seven spirits of
God Rev. 1:4.) and the ten horns im-
plying the whole cycle of worldly op-
position to the divine perfections. It is
certain the last or seventh is mnot yet
developed from the interpretation of the
angel to John, that at least six of these
heads have already appeared, (Rev. 17:
10.) and that the sixth was Rome which
reigned over the earth while John was
living, (Pagan Rome defied her em-
press and dominated the civilized world,
and massacred the saints of God in the
fourth century.) the mystery Babylon
who rides upon the first beast and is
drunken with the blood of the martyrs
of Jesus; (Rev, 17:1-8.) the same as
the little horn on the fourth beast in
Dan. 7, and the man of sin, or son of
perdition, described by Paul in 2 Thes.
2 is the chief and last of the false
Christ, and false prophets foretold by
Christ, (Mat. 24:24.) and of the anti-
christ foretold by John in his first
epistle 2:18. He rises out of the earth,
(civilized, peaceful society) aund is of
the earth, earthy, worshipping earthly
idols, Sunday Schools, (and not the God
of heaven) it is a beast of all the time
notwithstanding that it has two horns
like a lamb, appearing mild and in-
nocent yet really having the spirit of
the dragon. The beast, false prophets,
the mystery of iniquity formed the
mystery of godliness, as God manifest
in Christ witnessed to by the Spirvit.
The dragon personates the Ifather,
assigning his authority to his Son, re-

ligious representative of the beast, (as
the Father assigns his to his Son)
while the false prophet like the Holy -
Ghost, speaks not for himself, but tells
all men to worship the beast and con-
firms his testimony by miracles. The
mark in the right hand and forehead
implies the intellect of the beast, or the
mark in the forehead shows profession,
and in the hand shows work and ser-
vice for the beast. The mark may be as
in the sealing of the saints, not visible,
but symbolical. The two horns of the
earth beast represent the two phases
of idolatry which corrupted the church
literal and spiritual, as the woman
divinely clothed with the sun, and hav-
ing the moon under her feet, and upon
her head a crown of twelve stars, and
persecuted by the dragon (Rev. 12.)
represents the true church. So the wo-
man humanly arrayed in purple and
scarlet, and decked with gold and
precious stones and pearls and sitting
upon the scarlet colored beast, and hav-
ing upon her forehead the name,
“mystery Babylon the great, the mother
of harlots and abominations of the
earth,” and drunken with the blood of
the saints, represents the false or
apostate church with her daughters,
whether Roman or Protestant, not hav-
ing Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom.
The name Babylon, given to the head
of the image of the world powers in
the second chapter of Daniel, is given
in Revelation to the harlot. This con-
nects her with the fourth kingdom,
Rome, the last part of the image, sit-
ting upon seven mountaing or hills,
(Rev. 17:9.) and being the city which
in John’s time reigned over the kings
of the earth (Rev. 17:18.) and also
proves her to be Rome.

Babylon means confusing and well
describes apostate Rome and her daugh-
ters, and the confusing noise and blood
rolled garments of their many wars
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upon the followers of the Lamb, the
Prince of Peace. (Isa. 5:6.) But all
these persecutions shall stumble and
their confusion shall be everlasting.
(Jer. 20:11.) The harlot is at last to
be - deprived of all her carmnal pos-
sessions, and to be visited with the
righteous and eternal judgment of God.
(Rev. 18:19.) Regarding the time when
all’ these:- events shall take place it is
altogether uncertain. Christ told his
apostles that it was not even for them
to' know the time or the seasons which
the Father has put in his own power,
(Acts 1:7.) and that the day and hour
of the coming of the son of man was
unknown to any man, and to the angels,
and even to himself in his humanity,
and known only to the Father. (Mark
13:32.) Therefore all his people are to
watch,. (Mat. 24:32.) that in the latter
days many were to run to and fro,
knowledge was to be increased, and the
hook of prophecy was to be sealed only
to the time of the end; (Dan. 12:4.)
and that as the beginning of the periods
are uncertain, although we know the
periods- themselves, their ends are also
uncertain so that Christ’s words would
still be true,

The destruction of satan’s representa-
tive, the beast and the false prophets
to whom he gave his power, throne and
authority, is followed by the binding of
satan a thousand years. (Rev. 20:17.)
Whether the thousand years of satan’s
confinement in the bottomless pit men-
tioned six times are to be before or
after the second advent of Christ does
not very plainly appear from the scrip-
tares as the Old Testament scriptures
predicted the first coming of Christ,
not only spiritually but literally per-
sonally and visibly. So in the most nn-
mistakable language, do the New Testa-
ment. seriptures foretell his second com-
ing. (Aets 3:20-21; Mat. 16:27: Mark
8:38.) So the Old Testament prophecies

predicting this kingdom must refer to
the present dispensation of grace, and
not to a future reign of Christ on earth
in person among men in the flesh, and
that the church is to be complete at his
coming. (1 Thes, 3:13; 2 Thes. 1:10.)
That Christ has in reserve for his church
a period of universal expansion and of
spiritual prosperity, when the spiritand
character of the noble army of martyrs
shall be reproduced again in the great
body of God’s people in a measure, (as
Elias is said to have lived again in
John the Baptist) and when these mar-
tyrs shall, in the general triumph of
their case and in the overthrow of their
enemies receive judgment over their foes
and reign in the earth, while the party
of satan call the rest of the dead, shall
not flourish again wuntil the thousand
years be ended when it shall prevail
again for a little season. The same fig-
ure, that of life from the dead, is fre-
quently used in the scriptures to ex-
press the idea of the scriptnral revival
of the church. (Isa. 26:19; Ezk. 37:
12-14; Rom. 11:15; Rev. 11:11.)

The scriptures both of the Old and
New Testaments clearly reveal that the
gospel is to exercise an influence over
all of the human family which end is
to be gradually brought about by the
Spirit of Christ in the present dispen-
sation. (Mat. 13:31-32; 28:19-20; TIsa.
2:2-3; Zech. 9:70; Rev. 11:5.) The period
of this general prevalency of the gospel
will continue a thousand years, and ix
designated the millennium. (Rev. 20:
27.) At the end of these thousand vears
and before the coming of Christ there
will be a short season of violent con-
flict between the kingdoms of light and
darkness. (Luke 17:26-30: 2 Peter 3:3-
4; Rev. 20:7-9.) Christ’s advent and the
general resurrection and judgment will
follow the conflict, and a_new and high-
er order of things adopted to the resur-
rected bodies of the saints, (Dan. 12:
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1-3; John 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15-23; Rev.
20:11-15; Rev. 21:1.) The time, place
and duration of the momentous scene has
not been revealed to mortals. Christ
the mediator between God and man,
the Savior of sinners, he who loved
and gave himself for his chosen people,
embraces every truly humble soul, is to
be the judged. (Mat. 25:31-32; Acts 10:
42; Rom. 14:10; Phil. 2:10.) The per-
sons to be judged are men and angels.
(Ecel, 12:14; Psalm 1:4; 2 Cor. 5:10;
Rev. 20:12.) The saints will be there,
not to have their portion assigned for
that was fixed long before, (Mat. 25:
34; Eph. 1:3-4; John 5:24.) but to have
it confirmed forever. The books that are
to be opened are: the book of the law,
(Gal. 3:10.) the book of conscience,
(Rom. 2:15-16.) and besides these
another most precious book, the book
of God’s fatherly remembrance, (Mal.
3:16-18; 4:1-3.) which is the same
Lamb’s book of life; (Rev. 13:8; 20:12-
15; 21:27.) a book containing the names
of all those redeemed to God by the
blood of the Lamb out of every kindred
and tongue and nation. (Rev. 5:9-10;
10:5-6; 17:14.) Their names being writ-
ten therein not for their works but for
Christ’s work in them. The saints are
justified freely by God’s grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
(Rom. 3:24.) or justified by faith, the
¢ift of God, acquitted by the free mercy
of God with humility, feeling their own
utter unworthiness. The saints are
shown to be the children of God by
their divinely inspired deeds of mercy
to his people. (Mat. 25:34-40.) True
faith worketh by love which is the ful-
filling of the law, and the proof that
we have passed from death unto life,
and are the justified children of God.
(Gal. 5:6; 6:1; Rom. 3:24-26.) As for
their sing, while they themselves can
never forget them, and can never cease
to be deeply grateful to him who loved

them and washed them from their sins
in his own blood, (Rev. 1-5) their
covenant God has long since promised
not only to forgive but to remember
their sing no more, (Jer 31:37.) being
thus freely justified by his grace in the
light of the great white throne. :

(Elder) B. B. WALSTON

215 Colborne St., London, Ontario
July 28, 1948

Dear Erper RustoN: I do not know
whether I shall be working on Sunday
or not, so thought I better write you
in case I am. The journey to Hope-
well was one that I shall long remem-
ber. It was most enjoyable and I feel
I was greatly favored. The Hopewell
Association was beautiful to me and
lingers in my mind with much sweet-
ness. I was so glad I got to New York,
too, and enjoyed meeting with them on
Sunday, the preaching was so good. I
felt it a privilege to have been with
the Secor girls so much. They are de-
lightful girls and were most kind to me.
Ever since the Ekfrid meeting I have
telt T wanted to write to you, but did
not seem able to do so. I have been
down to the depths and have had much
anguish of soul at times. On Monday
at Ekfrid I felt I just had to talk to
you, and after doing so I seemed to
have quite a peace of mind, but the
next day and so much of the time since
I have been in such distress of mind.
I have felt that probably I should not
have spoken to you and yet underneath
it all T could not be sorry. Sometimes
the thought of asking for a home in
the church seems so impossible that it
frightens me, and yet I feel I do not
want to turn back, or look back, like
Lot’s wife. One morning not long ago
T awakened early and read. I came
across the verse which seemed sweet to
me, “I will go in the strength of the
Tord God: I will make mention of thy
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righteousness, even of thine only.” Truly
there is no other righteousness. If only
he will go with me—that seems to be
my fear. I have heard of the tradition
that when a bride and groom enter
their home, the groom picks up hisg
bride and carries her over the doorstep
and places her in their home, but never
thought much about it, but since think-
ing about a home in the church I have
longed that He might take me in His
arms and carry me over the threshold
(baptism) of the church militant and
place me in His home. It would be the
lovliest home I could be given in this
world. The counstant cry of my heart
for years has been that T might walk
in and out among them with wisdom
and understanding continuously; that
I might first seek the kingdom of heaven
and his righteousness. I long so much
for humility and charity.

“In thy fair book of life and grace,
O may I find my name

‘Recorded in some humble place,
Beneath my Lord the Lamb!”

It seemed as if I had been almost\
rebellious about wanting to go, so much
so that it worried me. I felt I should
feel to say, “Thy will be done,” when it
:ame into my mind with much sweet-
ness and cowmfort that Jacob, when he
wrestled with the angel said, “I will
not let thee go, except thou bless me.”
That is just how I feel. T hope it is
the angel who is wrestling with me. If
it is,-all is well.

The Lobo meetings are not far distant
and I hope if it is his will when the
time comes I shall feel to go. Tonight T
have more of a peace of mind about it.
It has been sweet to me about Peter.
Matt. 14:25-31. In the 22nd verse it says,
Jesus constrained his disciples to get in-
to a ship, and Jesus went up into a
mountain to pray, and the ship was in
the midst of the sea tossed with waves

for the wind was contrary; and Jesus
went unto them walking and the dis-
ciples were troubled, but Jesus said,
“Be of good cheer; it is I; be not
afraid.” Peter asked that he bid him
come to him on the water and He said
“Come.” Peter walked on the water but
when he saw the wind boisterous he
was afraid and began to sink and cried
to the Lord. Jesus stretched forth his
hand caught him and said, “O thou of
little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt?”, I hope ere long that I can
look back and say, wherefore did T
doubt? These words are in my mind,
too, “Ye are not your own, for ye are
bought with a price.”

About Christmas time, when I first
felt the desire in my mind that I want-
ed to be baptized in the name of the
Father, and the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, and to take of the bread and the
wine instituted by Jesus himself, a
feeling of such unworthiness seemed to
come over me, and I felt T was barred
right there and then, and I had such
sadness of heart. I came across a verse
in the Signs, “Let not conscience make
you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream ;
All the fitness he requireth is to feel
your need of Him,” and it comforted
me. Then again in Elder Gilbert Beebe’s
book I read, “IHe takes the fools and
makes them know the mysteries of his
grace; to bring aspiring wisdom low,
and all its pride abase,” and that great-
ly comforted me. But as I thought along
I believe I was made to fully realize
that we are but empty vessels, and if we
are indeed His, we are given a new
name, ‘“The Lord our righteousness.”
It was wonderful to me, (I had not

thought of it before) when Elder Dod-

son in his editorial in the May Signs
spoke of how in His humility His judg-
ment was taken from Him, and then
vou mentioned it to me again at Tkerid,
and we must leave it to the judgment
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of the church. When you said I was
needed in the church it frightened me.
I remember Elder Floyd Adams in his
article on the Book of Ruth ended in
saying that He will supply all our need
and that our neced is Him. I remember
when any of the dear old members
passed away I would get panicky and
think what are we going to do without
all these wise people until Mrs. (Dea-
con) Dan Campbell passed away. I felt
the same way but the thought came into
my mind, “The Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.” These people were wise just
because God gave them wisdom, and if
it were his will he could give it to
others. Ile can give or he ¢an withhold.
Solomon was wise because God said he
would give him wisdom and that is the
only way any of us can ever be wise,
and I have not worried any more.

A few months ago, when thinking
about asking for a home, the words
came into my mind with power, “Ye
have not chosen me, but I have chosen
you.” I hope he has. Just before the
May meeting the words came into my
mind, Wait, wait on the Lord, to wait
and see his purpose and plan in the
matter. When I first began to think
about it and felt so much—how can
it be? I opened the Bible at the words,
“T am the Lord, the God of all flesh:
is there anything too hard for me?” I
had to confess there was mnot. I have
had such a wonderful time this last
three or four years reading and medi-
tating—just alone-—a depth of sweetness
that no one knew anything about. Sev-
eral days before going to Hopewell the
words were in my mind so much, “Thy
TFather, which seeth in secret, shall re-

ward thee openly.” I seemed to have-

the mind to go to Hopewell this year.
Elder Vaughn had wanted me to go for
a long time. Yet in thinking about go-
ing T had such fear and trembling—
fearful that I would not be given,

while there, the right frame of mind—
—the 8pirit of Him that is so necessary
in mingling with his dear people for
“gOOd.”

I sincerely hope that in all these
things T am not deceived or deceiving
others., Wasn’t it Joshua that the angel
ministered to and the Devil stood by to
resist him? I have thought so much
about Kathryn Campbell. Her face
seemed to be set right from the start.
She never wanted to look back—she
looked forward all the time. I seem so
indefinite and full of fears. Kathryn
did not have a lot so far as a long
outdrawn experience was concerned, but
I feel she had much. The power of God
wag manifest! Like Paul, “I had rather
speak five words with my understand-
ing***#*than ten thousand words in an
unknown tongue.” The day Kathryn and
her mother were baptized was one of
the sweetest days I ever spent. I felt a
greater than Solomon was there, and
Kathryn’s face shown like an angel’s,
but we cannot all have the same ex-
perience. If only I can say with Eli,
“It is the Lord, let him do what seem-
eth him good.” I hope this letter will
give you some idea of how I stand.
Love to Mrs. Ruston. Sincerely,

(Miss) BECKIE McLACHLIN

August 26, 1948
Drar BErper RusroN: Tonight I wish
that nobody knew what is in my mind
about asking for a home in the church.
To be truthful I dread the Lobo meet-
ings and just how much nobody knows.
I would feel so much better going if
no one knew. I fear so much I have
raised false expectations—that I will
not be given a mind to go at Lobo. I am
sorry to be this way and to burden you
with my thoughts. Surely there is noth-
ing steadfast about me which makes me
question very much whether the desirve
that has been in my heart is of the
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Lord. Tonight my heart is very heavy
about the whole thing and it is draw-
ing near to meeting time. God’s plans
are never changed, and what a mercy!
Without him we can do nothing and if
it is not of him I would be useless and
valueless—just dead wood.

For a few days after T wrote you 1
seemed more peaceful but was soon
plunged- down again. Your letter was
most comforting! I was so glad to get
it. Mrs. Ruston’s note was sweet and
I appreciated her writing me. T realize
how much that promise must have
meant and does mean to you, ‘“Instead
of thy fathers shall be thy children,”
and “he is faithful that promised.” Not
one that he has planned to bring in will
ever be left out, and each will come at
his appointed time; whether I am one
or not, God knows. For a long time
before Christmas the words were in my
mind, “The Lord shall cause his glori-
ous voice to be heard,” and since going
through the trials this summer my mind
has gone back to that. T hope it is He!
One night about a week ago I was in
such distress of mind. T thought I can-
not go to Lobo, T just cannot. I cannot
go and face it and not have the mind
to go. The next morning 1 opened the
Bible at the words, “What a word is
this! for with authority and power he
commandeth the unclean spirits, and
they come out.” For a few days I had
peace of mind. Yes, “What a word is
this!” But again tonight I am down.
The good Book says, “He placed at the
east of the garden of Iiden Cherubims,
and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to keep the way of the tree of
life.” T feel there is just such a protec-
tion around the militant church, and
those and those only whom he has
chosen will ever be taken there. How
favored are those who are there! I have
thought that so much of late. Paul says,
“Let your requests be made known unto

God,” and that is all I can do—wait
on him. It was sweet to find these
words the other night.

Were it not for the seeming bits of
comfort I have received along the way
this summer I do not believe I could
have stood it. T hope sincerely that I
am not claiming something that actually
does not exist, thereby deceiving my-
self and others. God forbid! The other

night 1 came off duty and while pre-
paring for bed I was crying unto the
Lord, and before retiring I opened the
hymn book at hymn 714, Beebe’s Col-
lection. It was so wonderful to me that
I memorized it. It just seemed to be for
me. I will quote it:

“Pensive, doubting, fearful heart.
Hear what Christ the Saviour says;
Every word should joy impart—
Change thy mourning into praise.
Yes, he speaks, and speaks to thee;
May he help thee to believe;

Then thou presently wilt see,

Thou hast little cause to grieve:

Fear thou not, nor be ashamed;

All thy sorrows soon shall end;

I, who heaven and earth have framed,
Am thy husband and thy friend:

I, the High and Holy One,

Israel’'s God, by all adored,

As thy Saviour will be known,

Thy Redeemer and thy Lord.

For a moment I withdrew,

And thy heart was filled with pain,
But my mercies I'll renew;

Thou shalt soon rejoice again:
Though I seem to hide my face,
Very soon my wrath shall cease;
'Tis but for a moment’s space,
Ending in eternal peace!

Though afflicted, tempest tossed,
Comfortless awhile thou art,

Do not think thou canst be lost;
Thou art graven on my heart;
All thy wastes I will repair—
Thou shalt be rebuilt anew;
And in thee it shall appear
What the God of love can do.”
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I do not remember ever reading it be-
fore and it was very comforting to me,.
A couple of weeks ago these words, too,
were very sweet, “And though the Lord
give you the bread of adversity, and the
water of affliction, yet shall not thy
teachers be removed into a corner any
more, but thine eyes shall see thy
teachers: And thine ears shall hear a
word behind thee, saying, This is the
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the
left.” Truly I seem to have turnmed to
the right and the left.

I have thought so much about Elder
Spangler since going through this ex-
perience, remembering his article in the
Signs. He said he wanted to preach
but felt he could not and for months
had such anguish of soul. Not that I
would dare to compare my experience
with that of a minister, but I feel I do
understand in a small measure what he
went through. He also said, “If there
is any one who knows there is a tarry-
ing until the Lord’s time it is us” I
have thought of late so many times,
with hope, of the experience I had of
waking up out of a sound sleep in the
middle of the night four or five months
ago, and simultaneously with my wak-
ing up feeling an inrushing of the power
of God that filled my very being, that
he was working his sovereign will in
all things, not only in my life which
seemed so certain in my experience, but
that his plans and purposes embraced
all organizations of men, What a won-
derful half hour or so I spent in sweet
meditation and then I dropped back to
sleep again. I am sorry to still be so
indefinite. I do traly hope that it is
the angel who is wrestling with me and
that T will be given a new name. I was
reading where it says, “For the Lord
hath redeemed Jacoh, and glorified him-
self in Isvael” Traly it is in the new
creature that he is glorified, there is

nothing left of self. The mighty One
of Israel said, “I will turn my hand
upon thee, and purely purge away thy
dross, and take away all thy
sin. ####% A fterward thou shalt be called,
The city of righteousness, the faithful
city.” In that excellent article of Flder
Vaughn’s from Zechariah, “And it shall
come to pass, that in all the land, saith
the Lord, two parts therein shall be
cut off and die; (how good that they
are not only cut off, but they die—
creature efforts and carnal wisdom)
but the third shall be left therein. And
I will bring the third part through the
fire, and will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is.
tried: they shall call on my name, and
T will hear them: T will say, It is my
people: and they shall say, The Lord is
my God. How good that he hears.

“The foolish, the fearful, the weak are
my care, '

The helpless, the hopeless, I hear their
sad prayer;

I feel at my heart all thy sighs and thy
groans,

For thou art most near me, my flesh and
my bones;

In all thy distresses, thy head feels the pain,

Yet all are most needful, not one is in vain.”

I do not know whether T am going to
be able to be out to meeting Sunday or
not. My patient may go home, but it is
nmore likely that he will not be going
until the middle of next week. I was
sorry to have missed all the meetings
this summer. Mrs. Jones was telling
me that you spoke about the five porch- .
es and two pools the first Sunday and
that she did not know when she had
heard anything she enjoyed so much. I
was sorry to have missed it. I would
like very much to have that article to

- read ‘on Peter to which you referred

with reference to my letter.
It was wonderful when vou said yoi

were 1ot surprised to learn from my
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letter that I had been down in the
depths since Ekfrid meeting, that sel-
dom does anyone come to the place
where they feel they must speak with-
out being subjected to Satan’s rage,
mingled with doubts and fears, I hope
I am not deceiving myself and others.
Please throw the mantle of charity over
this letter. It is as I stand. T shared
your letters with Flo I thought they

might be a comfort to her. She enjoyed.

them so much. Love to Mrs. Ruston.
Hope she is feeling better. Sincerely,
(Miss) BECKIE McLACHLIN

September 19, 1948

Drar Erper RUSTON: When I came
home from Lobo, and since, I have wept
and sobbed with joy and thankfulness.
I felt if T had to return from Lobo as
I did from Ekfrid I would be broken
hearted; And oh how I dreaded the
Lobo meetings lest it would be just
that way, but the joy, peace and hap-
piness I experienced at Lobo and since
coming home words fail to express, but
how good that a hint to the wise is
sufficient. God said he would open
rivers in high places and it truly was
a high place to me. I felt T knew some-
thing of how Simeon felt when he took
the Christ child in his arms and said,
‘ELQrd, now lettest thou thy servant de-
part in peace, according to thy word:
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”
I cried unto the Lord and I fecel I can
say he heard my cries. Like the lepers
who stood “afar off” and cried with o
loud voice for mercy continwously, and
the Lord heard them and had compas-
sion on them and healed them. They
had that loathsome, incurable disease,
and well they knew that Jesus alone
could heal them so they cried with a
loud voice continuously.

I remember when T was a little girl
coming home from school one day,
mother was out. I sat in the living room

alone. T seemed all closed in and hedged
about. The heavens were like brass above
me, when the words came, “I will break
in pieces the gates of brass, and cut
in sunder the bars of iron.” I feel he
has done that very thing. Then, too, the
chapter was very precious to me. “The
wilderness and the solitary place shall
be glad for them; and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall
blossom abundantly.” T feel indeed that
the desert has blossomed as the rose.
It has blossomed abundantly!

On Saturday morning I knew I was
all closed up and felt oh so empty, but
I could not go out. I felt I will have
to go! It was as if a still small voice
behind me said, “This is the way, walk
ye in it.” A day or so before the meet-
ing I thought, I believe T will have to
go and if I perish, I perish. Then your
letter came in which you said you hoped
that regardless of my frame of mind,
or whatever doubts and fears prevailed
that T would feel like Esther to go, and
if I perish, I perish. After making my
few scant remarks to the church, T felt
to hang my head and await the verdict.
But instead of death it was life—the
golden sceptre was held out to me, and
oh how wonderful to me was the joy,
fellowship and love that was shown me.
Instead of my distress of mind a beau-
tiful peace possessed me. With this new
joy T lost sight of the fear I had of
baptism, the awful fear that He would
not be with me. On Saturday afternoon
you and Elder Wood spoke of your ex-
perience and it was very lovely. Sun-
day morning I awakened so peaceful
and thoroughly enjoyed the preaching.
When you announced that there was to
be believers baptism after lunch my
heart rejoiced that I was to be the
favored one, but at lunch time for a
short period T felt a little perturbed,
but when I was preparing for the bap-
tism and at the water’s edge I was very
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calm and composed. Yet there was a
cry in my heart that He would be with
me. I was so glad when you gave out
the B4th paraphrase to be sung, “I'm
not ashamed to own my Lord” for in-
deed I was so fearful for so long that
He would not own me. I was oh so
happy that T was having that blessed
privilege. Never will I forget the pic-
ture, as we drove into the field, of the
people standing on the banks waiting.
The day was so beautiful, the water
looked lovely and a wonderful peace
seemed to permeate throughout. When
I stepped into the water I was per-
fectly peaceful and happy. When you
said to me “when the time comes I
want you to give yourself up to me”
I could not help smiling happily back
saying, “yes.’*T was glad to be buried
in that liquid grave—dead to all legal
worship, raised, T hope, to newness of
life (grace) and given a new name,
“The Lord our righteousness” thus con-
fessing it to men.

The Bible tells us believer’s baptism
is not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but an answer of a good con-

science to God, and the only good con-

science I know anything about is a
conscience free of self-righteousness, all
carnal wisdom and creature efforts,
alive unto Christ. As Elder Durand
said, “When we know the Lord Jesus
Christ, we no more do our own works,
or speak our own words.” Tow true!
As Elder Lefferts said in his sermon
at Hopewell Friday morning the first
half of the 119th Psalm dwells on the
law and testimonies, and then the surety
(Jesus) comes in, wiping out forever
all these things. “Be surety for thy
gservant for good.”

My baptism was and is wonderful to
me. For a short space of time, just be-
fore you put me under the water, my
mind seemed to be taken out of this
world; and how happy I was after-

wards. The communion was beautifully
sacred to me. When I heard you telling
Deacon, Sam Campbell, that you would
like it if they would have the com-
munion after the afternoon service in-,
stead of the morning my heart leaped
for joy. In the breaking of bread as you
talked along so sweetly I scemed to be
carried out of the world. I could say
with the poet:

“QO! the rapturous hight
Of that holy delight,
Which I felt in the life-giving blood!
Of my Saviour possessed,
I was perfectly blessed,
Overwhelmed with the fullness of God.

What a mercy is this,
‘What a heaven of bliss!
How unspeakably favored am I!
Gathered into the fold,
With believers enrolled,
With believers to live and to die!

Now, my remnant of days
Would I spend to his praise,
Who hath died my poor soul to redeem;
Whether many or few,
All my years are his due,
May they all be devoted ‘to him.”

Alrveady I find myself longing that all
those who love his appearing might
have their minds stirred up and be
made willing to enter in and partake
of this wonderful joy, but how true are
Flder Spangler’s words, “There is a
tarrying until the Lord delivers,” and
in the same article I believe he said,
“A  marn’s gift maketh room for him.”
He will cause his glorious voice to be
heard, and he is mighty to the tearing
down of strongholds.

I want you to know that you have
been a great comfort to me. I am.glad
vou have been given a love for us and a
willing mind to labor among us. What
a wonderful provision God has made
for his people. And verily they shall be
fed, Tle said. Tt was beautiful to we
when you said you prayed to be given
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a word in season for his weary child,
and how necessary that it be in season
like the two silver trumpets you spoke
so beautifully about. Yes, it must be
“grace for grace.” It was sweet to me
the way you spoke about my coming
to the church as a child who had becn
very restless, and then taken into its
mother’s arms and was quiet, peaceful
and happy. On the way to Hopewell
you burst forth singing:

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.”

I did not say anything, but it touched
me very deeply. At the time my mind
was exercised about going to the church
and there was such a dread surrounding
me, and I thought could it be that the
clouds I so much dreaded were filled
with mercy and would break in bless-
ings on my head. The day I left New
York (I was much distressed in my
mind) I was riding in a taxi to the Bus
Station (Gertrude was with me) and
the words dropped into my mind with
much power and assurance, “The clouds
yYe so much dread are big with mercy,
and shall break in blessings on your
head.” I surely feel they have. He is
faithful who promised! Truly I feel he
did carry me in his arms over the
threshold and place me in his home.

I had a letter from Flo and evidently
she was impressed as was I with the
picture as we drove into the field. She
said, “Never will I forget that picture
of the people standing at the baptismal
waters, waiting for the candidate, and
then your baptism.” She was down in
the depths all through the meetings. It
was not a pleasant place to be at the
time, but I feel she will go back and
eat honey from it. She is in good hands
T feel. T was so glad to have her with
me all through the meetings. She was

most faithful. T do hope ere long that
I shall have the joy of standing by her
as she stood by me,

With reference to sending my letters
to the Signs which I wrote you this
summer, I shall leave it to your judg-
ment. I still remember your sermon in
Hopewell Thursday morning to bring
your tithes to the storehouse. The next
day as Elder Wood said good-bye to me
he said he hoped I would remember
what my Pastor said to me. I am on
the mountain top now, but I know from
past experience I shall have to come
down but we are told, “As thy days thy
strength shall be.” T felt I wanted to
write you a few of my thoughts and
feelings while in Lobo and since com-
ing home. T hope I haven’t wearied
you. I do hope so much’ that Mrs. Rus-
ton is rested and sincerely pray that it
will be her portion to enjoy her usual
good health soon. Give her my love.
Yours in precious hope.

(Miss) BECKIE McLACHLIN

(The three foregoing letters were sent to us by

Elder George Ruston for publication in the
Signs. Ed.)

Box 387, Damariscotta, Me.
Dear Erper DobsonN: Always after re-
ceiving one of your letters I have such
a feeling of guilt and unworthiness for
causing you the bother of answering a
letter I have written so full of my own
tribulations, which seems to be the
only way I can tell you of the Lord’s
dealings with me. Still your last letter
made me thankful to God that I could
have a part of one of your sermons to
comfort me.. As you said we are made
to- ponder and remember all the way
the Lord leads us, and if he humbles

‘us it is good for us. I know so well

how good it is for me. It seems that is
when I rejoice most when T am truly
humbled. Then I can see everything so
clearly and am willing to it at Tlis
feet and marvel at all the wondrous
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ways that 1 have been taught.

I was thinking of Association this
morning. It has been a landmark for
me ever since I can remember. As a
child it was my very best good time for
the year. So many of the older mem-
bers were my “aunts and uncles” and
I was quite as happy to see them and
vigit among them as among my oOwil
blood aunts and uncles. '

But as I read one of aunt Attie Cur-
tis’ letters to Elder Beebe written in
1902 I wished I could have understood
her when she was alive as well as 1
did the good thoughts in that old let-
ter. Instead I was just a child who lov-
ed all those older ones because they
meant so much to my family and loved
everything that my family loved. I was
just a good little girl who came among
them. I was happy and contented then
to think that every one thought that of
me. I was obedient to my parents and
polite to others. As I look back on those
days T know that I was not puffed up
over being a good girl but I just had
not been shown the weakness of my
nature,

I enjoyed the conference meetings be-
cause there seemed to be so much love
among them but when some were over-
powered with tears I used to wonder
why. I could not see why any one so
good as most of the members were
needed to cry when they spoke of God’s
goodness and mercy. How well I know
why now that overpowering humility
that comes over me when I am shown
clearly just what Gtod has done for me.
It seemed so hard at first when I had
to see myself just as I was. Then my
mind was such a jumble I would ask
myself over and over what I had done
to change from a good girl to such a
weak, useless mortal as I was becoming.
Tor a few years the Associations
brought much comfort to me while the
ministers were speaking because they

told much that I could say yes to, but
whenr I had to be among the members
I felt so small and hypocritical to sit
among them. I knew that I believed as
they did but why counld I not be like
them. I did not understand then that I
had not changed any from what I was as
a girl only I had been given a spiritual
glimpse of my poor mortal self. So
many times now. I will wonder: how I
did some decent thing with such a weak
nature and I realize that it was all
God. Some one was laughing about
grandmother asking God to make it
easy for her to get out of a brush pile.
It did seem funny naturally, but I have
known the time when I have had to ask
for strength to walk across a room and
would thank God with all my heart
when I had done just that. The small-
est deed cannot be done without Him,
but what comfort it brings to know that
he is behind all things because there
is no small or large thing without him
and he changes not.

Aunt Attie’'s letter and one or two
others in that old Signs, published in
1902 did not seem old but as new as
your letter written in June. They made
me think of the old Associations when
Aunt Attie sat in the front pew. I can
see so many of them that have gone,
but the beauty of it is that the same
truths are coming to us still even though
the vears have passed and taken many
with them that could vouch for the
grace of God.

The thought of Association makes me
lonely this year because I doubt very
much if T can be there but I shall be
thinking of you all. It does not seem
possible that I will not be there be-
cause it was always something to look
forward to and back to, and now it
erows to mean more every year when
the good preaching comes to us so Hi-
tle. T hope this finds you and yours
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well and that you will be at the As-
sociation. Yours in the hope of Christ.
(Mrs.) RUTH CLARK

379 Sinclair Ave., Atlanta, Ga.

Dpar BrorHER BYRD: One of the breth-
ren at Bast Atlanta Church has handed
nie several editions of the Signs of the
Times for which I thank God I am now
engaged in reading. I have read yours
as published in the Ifeb. 1948 issue. “O
Lord, I know that the way of man is
not in himself: it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps.” I have read
this letter the second time, and if I
have ever had an experience of God’s
grace, which I hope to have had, I find
such to be in complete harmony with
all that you have said.

You mentioned the sudden death of
your wife on April 9, 1946 after you
had planned your next day’s activities.
On Jan. 3, 1946 my wife and I, who
had lived together fifty-two years re-
tired at 11 P.M. after turning off the
radio, the President had just finished
a nation-wide broadcast. We were liv-
ing fifteen miles out of the city at that
time and were to come in to the city
the next day. When I arose at 6:30 on
the morning of the 4th God had remov-
ed her spirit and left her body ap-
parently asleep. Some of my children
and grandchildren were with me when
I called. Involuntarily these words pour-
ed from my heart and tongue, O Lord,
thy will be done. For some months T
was asa child who had lost a mother. She
was not only a sweet wife but she had
the characteristics of a mother. Several
months after her death I was living
alone. T had prayed to God and ad-
mitted my unworthiness to even men-
tion his name, as I was too vile a sin-
ner. Some time after midnight my wife
appeared to me in a dream. She was
standing on the most clevated spot in
my back yard under the limbs of a

large, oak tree. She called my name.
“Victor keep your faith in God.” I saw
her clearly, her voice was natural and
sweet. After calling my name she spoke
but few words and vanished.

Brother Byrd, I am uneducated and
ashamed of the general appearance of
this letter, but I regard you as being
a man of scholarly attainments and
full of understanding of such poor sin-
ners as I know myself to be. Above all
else I thank God for the grace he has
given you. Even my brief acquaintance
with you convinces me of your charity.
Your letters which I have read in the
Signs also convince me that you are
one of those whom the dear Lord Jesus
Christ had in view when on the night
of his crucifixion he said, “Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their
word.” Jesus did not say for those who
will believe on me, or accept me, but for
them who shall believe on me. All true
Primitive Baptists have been taught of
God and have experienced the truth of
the words of Jeremiah. Jesus continues
to send his Spirit into their hearts.
He promised to send the Comforter and
has not been slack concerning that
promise. Our carnal mind often ponders
the fact that it is now nearly two
thousand years since the Lord’s ascen-
sion to his Father’s throne, but the
Holy Spirit voids all divisions of time.
A thousand years are as one day and a
day as a thousand years. Time is no
more with God’s enlightened people, it
is one eternal now. Jesus told the Jews,
“Before Abraham was, I am.”

Brother Byrd, pardon my ignorance
and weakness. I cannot teach you for

I need to be taught of such as you. I

have tried to give you some of what I
hope is a taste of God’s graciousness to
a sinner. Yours in hope of eternal life.

E. VICTOR LASSETER
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Forest Hill, La.
ELpeEr DopsoN : Find enclosed $5 to help
with expenses. I feel better to put in
my little mite so use it as you see fit.
I have had eighty-nine birthdays. I can-
not see to read the Signs of the Times
but my daughter reads to me. I can see
but very little. I surely do believe what
the Signs sets forth. We read in He-
brews, “For he that iy entered into his
rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from his” The
apostle Paul says, “I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.” Now I
think of a certain scripture. “Where-
fore, my beloved, as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” Now brethren it seems
to me to work out your own salvation
is to get rid of it and stay rid of it.
If I am wrong will some brother please
correct me. Your brother in hope of
eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Loxrd. (Elder) J. J. MUSGROVI

Marlow, Oklahoma
Erper R. LesTER DoDSON, DEAR BROTH-
ER IN THE Lorp: In writing you this
evening will say the Signs of the Times
is the best Baptist paper published, it
has more sound doctrine than any other
paper. We surely enjoy reading it. I
read it to my father who lacks omne
nonth and five days of being 102 years
old. He has been a member of the
church since 1887, and his hope and
faith is solid as a rock in the Baptist
doctrine. He is very feeble, eyesight al-
most gone buf health good. The most
peaceable person I ever saw, gives no

one an angry word. ’ »

I am enclosing remittance to have the
Signs sent to my cousin in California.
Like myself he never gets to hear preach-
ing by the Baptists and I hope the
paper will be as much joy and comfort
to him as it is to us. :

Some time when not crowded for
time and you have a mind T still want
you to give your views in the Signs on
Romans 9:18. That is a wonderful chap-
ter and every word Old Baptist doc-
trine. May the Lord bless you and
yours, and keep you long on earth to
comfort the poor and weak. Pray for us
when it goes well with you. Your little
gister in hope. :

(Mrs.) FORREST JONES
{See Editorial in this issue.)

AID FOR SENDING “SIGNS” TO INDIGENTS

Miss M. Dunlap, Me., $3; W. S. Chilton, Ky., $1;
J. R. Claunch, Tex., $1; T. D. Dodson, Va. $1;
Mrs. T. H. McColl, Can., $3; Mrs. L. C. Campbell,
Tenn., $1; Miss G. Secor, N. Y., $1; Eld. W. A.
Little, Tex., $2; G. Davis, Ala., $3; Mrs. M. Finch,
N. Y., $3; S. W. Heitmuller, Va., $2; J. N. Wageon~
heiser, N. Y., $1; C. W. Edwards, Ala., $6; Mrs. 8.
L. Taylor, Pa,, $2; J. C. Beard, Tex., $3; L. Setliff,
Va. $1; D. H. Bradley, Tex., $8; Mrs. L. K. Foster,
Tex., $5; Mrs. D. S. Reid, N. C, $3; L. C. Spikes,
Ore., $1; G. S. Weider, Va., $2; Mrs. G. Duke, N. C,
$2; Mrs. E. Hodgins, Can., $2; J. P. Champion, Tex.,
$2: Mrs. C. E. Tacey, N. J., $3; Mrs. P. 1. Froude,
Mich., $2; A. Mariner, Va,, $7; Mrs, E. M. Werner,
N. J., $2; J. L. Turner, Tex., $1; Mrs. E. H. West,
N. Y., $2; Miss C. M. Duffus, B. C., $2; Eld. H. M.
Bennett, Md., $3; G. M. Varnes, Pa, $2.

BOOK WANTED
The undersigned would like to buy a copy of
“The Resurrection” by David Bartley. Any one
having a copy to spare. please communicate with
Mrs. J. W. TAYLOR, 604 Lexington Road, Pleasant
Hill, Mo. )

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE “SIGNS”

We will furnish extra copies of the Signs
of the Times at the following prices: 1 copy
25 cents; 3 copies 75 cents; 6 copies $1.50;
12 copies $3.00. These prices do not apply to
our regular zubscribers who fail to receive
their paper, and if they will notify us of the
failure we will mail them another copy free
of charge.
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“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood.” Acts 20:28.

Paul had called all the elders of the
church at Ephesus together to give them
his last instructions before he took his
departure to Jerusalem. He was aware
that he would not see all of them again
face-to-face so he was burdened of the
Spirit to exhort them with spiritual in-
structions, He was prompted of the
Spirit to warn them of the trials and
persecutions that lay in store for them.
He must also tell them that even some
of them would rise up speaking perverse
things to draw away disciples after
them. In Acts 20:17-35 is recorded the
full text of Paul’s words to the elders
of Ephesus in that meeting at that
time. As these were appropriate words
spoken to the elders of the churech by
Puul at that time of strife and con-
fusion that was beginning to be made
manifest in the church at that time, I
believe they arve just as appropriate to
the elders of the church in this country
at this time. This same exhortation and

instruction is necessary to the elders
for the welfare of Zion today. When
Flders are blessed to obey these instruc-
tions Zion is not troubled. When elders
take heed unto other elders to watch
them and take a great interest in other
flocks to dictate to them to the extent
of not being mindful of their own con-
dition nor the flock of their pastorate,
Zion is troubled.

Paul said to the elders at Ephesus,
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves.”
He said unto Timothy, “Take heed un-
to thyself.” 1 Tim. 4:16. Just before
he said this to Timothy he had enumer-
ated some of the things Timothy was to
watch concerning himself. He told Tim-
othy, “Be thou an example of the be-
lievers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
Till I come, give attendance to reading,
to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not
the gift that is in thee, which was given
thee by prophecy, with the laying on
of the hands of the presbytery.” I am
persuaded that elders will have plenty
to oceupy their minds and time to take
cognizance of their walk and conversa-
tion without meddling into the affairs
and critically watching the walks of
others. Paul further added, “Meditate
upon these things; give thyself wholly
to them; that thy profiting may appear
to all.” I am quoting to you some of
the things that daily confront me. Is
my conversation Godly? Am I charitable
to my fellow man? Do I manifest an
humble or proud spirit? Do I believe in
God’s promises or do I just say I do?
Do I realize the exceeding sinfulness
and vileness of my sins or do I just take
them for granted justifying myself be-
cause of my weakness? Do I seek those
things that are pure and from above
or do I mind earthly things? Do I de-
sire to live more Godly and think more
upon spiritual things or am T satisfied
with my activities and thoughts as they
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are? Do I read the Bible and writings
of the saints of God as much as I
ought or am I satisfied with the puny
knowledge that T now have? Do T ex-
hort when I feel impressed to do so or
am I afraid I will be dubbed as a
Conditionalist if I speak anything per-
taining to duty and righteous living in
this life? Do I speak the words that are
well-pleaging to God or am I seeking
to please men? Do I press toward the
mark of the prize of the high-calling in
Christ Jesus or am I content to drift
along the path of least resistance? All
these questions and many more come
into my mind daily to condemn me
which causes me to cry unto my God
for his amazing grace to sustain me and
keep me from falling!

Paul told Timothy to “neglect not
the gift that is in thee)” May 1 say to
the elders of the church of this time
that God hath wondrously blessed you
with a precious gift that has been so
recognized by the church that you were
brought under the hands of a presby-
tery and ordained to the officeship of
an elder as a minister of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Shun profane and vain bab-
blings; for they will increase nnto more
ungodliness, Paul says if a man purge
himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honor, sanctified and meet for the
Master’s use, and prepared unto every
good work, Flee also youthful lusts;
but follow righteousness, faith, charity,
peace with them that call upon the Lord
out of a pure heart. How carefully we
ought to conduct ourselves as we so-
journ here in this unfriendly world.
This gift is sacred; our ordination is
no light thing; and the confidence our
brethren have in us as being vessels of
honor is precious. The doctrine we are
blessed to preach is God-honoring. Are
our acts and conversation God-honor-
ing? T am persuaded that if our acts
and conversation in cveryday living arve

lustful and ungodly; our preaching is
hypocritical and vain. Your words from
the pulpit may be in accord with the
words spoken by the ingpired writers
and speakers, but if your life does not
manifest the fruit of the Spirit, what.
evidence do brethren have that you
have experienced the grace of God in
yvour heart?

When brethred have so much confi-
dence in the operation of God’s Holy
Spirit in your heart that they receive
you into their fellowship embracing Y(')u'_
in that precious faith; and, that confis
dence mounts higher to the extent. of
calling for your ordination as a minister
of Jesus Christ; and, then you betray
that confidence by ungedly conversa-
tion and lustiul living how great is
their grief and hurt! It were better that
a 1millstone be hanged abount your neck
and you drowned in the sea than to of-
fend these little ones! May God give
ug grace to neglect not the gift that is
in us and to enable us by his Spirit to
take heed unto ourselves. May he enable
uy to watech our deportment and to
profit by our mistakes. ‘

Paul further adds: “And to all the
flock.” One who is called to the office-
ship of an elder iy instructed to take
heed unto all the trophy of his grace.
A true elder has the interest of the
lambs as well as the sheep in wmind. He
is tender and patient in his dealings
with them for fear of wounding onc of
the little lambs. Ie is just as anxious
for the welfare of the insignificant and
timid. ones as he is of the bolder and
more prowminent ones. He does not de-
vote his time and attention to just a
few to the exclugion of others, but
watches over the entire flock to shield,
each and every one of them. Ie is not
to take heed to another outside of his
jurisdiction. He is not to consider the
opats to please them nor to score them,
but his interest is to be confined to the
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flock. T do not believe that a God-called
elder has any time to waste outside of
the flock skinning goats or petting
them. May God enable us to stay within
our calling being attentive to all the
flock.

“QOVER THE WHICH THE HOLY GHOST
HATH MADE THEE OVERSEERS.” Elders do
not fill this place upon their own voli-
tion. They have not fitted themselves
for this place by their own activities.
Others have not called them into this
noble position. Schools of men have not
prepared them as overseers. The Holy
Ghost is the agency that God has used
in making them overseers of the flock.
True elders are ordained by the Holy
Ghost and this ordination is assented to
by the laying on of the hands of a pres-
bytery. This officeship was given you
by the Holy Ghost. No man or group
of men is able to ordain one to such
a high position. No school or university
is able to qualify one and place him in
such high position, If this position is
given us by virtue of the Holy Ghost
what a high and exalted calling it is!
I am persuaded that the position of
elder in the chureh is much more to be
coveted than that of the officeship of
President of the United States. People
may elect presidents but it requires the
election of God for a person to serve as
a true elder, How thankful we ought to
be that God has chosen us to this high
and exalted position to be counted
worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake!

“T'0o FEED THE CHURCH OF Gobn.” We
are not left to guess or speculate upon
the purposes of clders or to the extent
of their work. Paul is very specific in
this. We are not to dabble with any-
thing or anyone outside the church of
God under the cloak of an elder. I
think it is unbecoming for elders to use
the cloak of a minikter of the Lord to
eain worldly gain or to pursue somne
political venture. They are not to preach

to the world for the world will not hear
them. They are not to bring sheep into
the fold for that is the work of Christ.
They are not to add them to the church
for that is the work of the Lord. They
are to feed the church of God. They
are not to prepare the food for that is
the work of Wisdom. Yes, they are to
read and study but not to think what
they shall say for it is given them by
the Holy Spirit in the selfsame hour
that it becomes them to speak. As all
the writing of the saints, as recorded
in the Bible, were addressed to God’s
children or the church, so all the preach-
ing and writing of the elders should
be addressed to the children of God or
to the church of God. I do not believe
this church of God under consideration
is any organization in its entirety, that
it is visible here in this world to the
exclusion of all outside the visible or-
ganization; but I do believe this church
to be the invisible, complete kingdom
of Jesus Christ including all the child-
ren of God. I believe many members of
this church are not members of any
organization here upon this earth, I
do not believe that all of the members
of any organization here upon this
earth as the organized church are mem-
bers of this church that Paul had under
consideration as he defines it in the re-
maining words of our text.

“WHICH HME HATH PURCHASED WITH
HIs owN BLooD.” All for whom Christ

" died are members of this church under

consideration, Your efforts nor the ef-
forts of any other ordained elder has
added any one or excluded any one from
this church that Christ purchased with
his blood. Christ did not {ry to pur-
chase the whole adamic world but he
did purchase the church. God’s called
elders preach the efficacy of the blood
of Jesus Christ in atoning for all the
sing of all the members of this church.
The doctrine of Christ includes limited
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atonement and special redemption with
efficacious grace being applied contin-
uously to the objects of his grace until
the complete and ultimate salvation
shall have been experienced by each and
every member of this church. What
great price was paid for your redemp-
tion—my sing and your sins—if we be
members of that church, caused the
Holy One to suffer, bleed and die on

calvary’s tree that we might be freed
from sin! If Christ suffered, was for-
saken and died for us, is it a great
thing that we should suffer persecutions
here in this world? Tf Christ devoted
his entire life to the service of others
and was not even provided with a place
to lay his head—as were the foses and
birds—is it a great thing that we should
devote some time to the service of
others, and not be blessed with some of
the luxuries of this world?

May I conclude this script by stat-
ing that I have no apologies to give for
the things that T have written in this
epistle as T have been somewhat bur-
dened along this line of thought. I have
no person or persons in mind to profit
from this other than myself. T stand
condemned and guilty of treating the
officeship of elder very lightly. T have
been so concerned over my unconcerned-
ness of late that I am made daily to
cry to God for mercy. I have written
this in the fear of God and not to please
men. May God awake us from our cold
state and bless us by his grace to earn-
estly contend for that precious faith.
May he stir up our pure minds and en-
able us to walk and talk as we ought
while we are in this earthly tabernacle
of clay awaiting to be eclothed upon
with immortality when this life is over
that we may be received into that
heavenly clime where all will be per-
feet forever, Amen. L J. L.

ROMANS 9:18
“Therefore hath he mercy on. whom he
will have mercy, and whom he will he
hardeneth.”

Tn this issue of our paper will be
found the request of sister Forrest
Jones, Marlow, Oklahoma for our views
on the above portion of scripture. If
her father is living when this is pub-
lished he will have passed his 102nd
birthday anniversary. Very few men.in
this day and age live to pass the cen-
tury mark, and he has also been most
highly favored of the Lord to spend
over sixty years of hig life in the
church, partaking of the joys and afflic-
tions of spirtual Israel. We are glad
that both he and his daughter have been
blessed to enjoy the Signs, and if it is
the Lord’s will to spare him until this
article is published, we hope it will con-
tain something that will be of comfort
to him. S :

Our Sister well says, this ninth chap-.
ter of Romans is “a wonderful chapter.
and every word Old Baptist doctrine.”
[f therc is any one phase of the doc-
trine of God our Savior which 0Old,
School Baptists are more thoroughly
agreed upon or rejoice in over all others,
we believe it is the phase which, this
chapter dealg with: God’s absolute
sovereignty over all worlds, principali-
tiecs and powers, both vigible and in-
vigible. This means that the powers that
be are ordained of God, and are brought
in complete subjection to his most holy
will. Therefore the bounds of even
Satan, the prince of this world, in
whose hands has been given the power.
to afflict and distress the saints of God
in all ages, have been before determin-
ed and wunalterably fixed, so that he
cannot with all of his deceivableness
and unrighteousness destroyv the life of
a single child of Jehovah., The Psalmist
said, “God is our refuge and strength,
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a very present help in trouble. There-
fore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake
with the swelling thereof. Selah.”

This ninth chapter of Romans sets
forth how the infinitely wise, eternal
and omnipotent God, who created the
heavens and the earth and all that in
them is, and without whom was not
anything made that was made, did de-
termine, ordain and predestinate before
hand to do whatsoever he pleased among
the childven of men. This embraced his
choosing some and rejecting others of
Adam’s race. The word declares, “for
they are not all Israel, which are of
Israel: Neither, because they are the
seed of Abraham, are they all children:
but, in Isaac shall thy seed be called.
That is, they which are the children of
“the flesh, these are not the children of
tod: but the children of the promise
are counted for the seed.” Abraham de-
sired that God should accept Ishmael,
a bondwoman’s son, but instead God
chose to give him, miraculously, a son
by Saral, his true wife, a promised
seed, through whom all the nations of
the earth would be blessed. This pro-
phecy concerned the comi ng of the
blessed Son of God, his miraculous con-
ception, birth, sufferings and death, who
would break down the middle wall of
partition which separated between the
Jew and Gentile, by the shedding of
his precious blood and thus gather to-
gether in one fold his people in every
nation, kindred, tribe and tongue. In
the fourth chapter of Romans, Paul
says, “I"or the promise, that he should
be the heir of the world, was not made
to Abraham, or to his seed, through the
taw, but through the righteousness of
of faith. For if they which are of the
law be heirs, faith is made void, and

the promise made of none effect: Be-
cause the law worketh wrath: for where
no law is, there is no transgression.
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be
by grace; to the end the promise might
be sure to all the seed; not to that only
which is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who
is the father of us all, (As it is writ-
ten, I have made thee a father of many
nations,) before him whom he believed,
even God, who quickeneth the dead, and
calleth those things which be not as
though they were.”

God’s choice of Jacob rather than
Esau rested solely upon his sovereign
right to do whatsoever he pleased with
his own. The record is, (“For the
children being not yet born, neither hav-
ing done any good or evil, that the pur-
pose of God according to election might;
stand, not of works, but of him that
calleth;) It was said unto her (Re-
becea), The elder shall serve the younger.
As it is written, Jacob have I loved,
but Esau have I hated.” The question
which Paul asked here may well arise
in the minds of men: “What shall we
say then? Is there unrighteousness with
God?” Men of the world are ever ready
to conclude that if the doctrine of elec-
tion be true, God is unjust, but not so
with the man of God. He is ever ready
to say with the great Apostle, “God for-
bid.” Paul goes on to support this con-
tention by saying, “For he saith to
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I
will have mercy, and I will have com-
passion on whom I will have compas-
sion.” Again, he shows that it is not
according to what the creature may or
may not say, think or do, by declaring,
“So then it is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God
that sheweth mercy.” When God raised
up Moses and sent him down into Egypt
to lead the children of Israel out of the
land of bondage and servitude, he said
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unto him: “Rise up early in the morn-
ing, and stand before Pharaoh and say
unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of
the Hebrews, Let my people go, that
they may serve me. TFor I will at this
time send all my plagues upon thine
heart, and upon thy servants, and upon
thy people; that thou mayest know that
there is none like me in all the earth.
For now I will stretch out my hand,
that I may smite thee and thy people
with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut
off from the earth. And in very deed
for this cause have I raised thee up,
for to shew in thee my power; and that
my name may be declared throughout
all the earth.” Ex. 9:13-16.

During Isracl’s sojourn in Egypt God
vepeatedly hardened Pharaoh’s heart,
that he should not let the people go,
but in all of this God had a purpose
worthy of himself, and when he finally
delivered Israel with a high and mighty
hand, by causing the waters of the Red
Sea to divide and stand as walls on
either side while Israel passed over dry
shod, and then caused these very same
waters to come together again and de-
stroy the Egyptians, his hand was mani-
fested in behalf of his people and they
could and did then sing, The Lord hath
triumphed gloriously, the horse and his
rider hath he thrown into the sea. The
good news of the wonders of Israel's
(God in conquering kings, Gog and
Magog, reached even such vile charac-
ters as Rahab, the harlot, as she dwelt
upon the walls of the wicked city of
Jericho and caused her to hope in the
mercy of Israel’s God. It also brought
forth fruit by her putting a scarlec
thread in the window- for the children
of Israel to behold all down through
the ages, even to this very moment, in-
dicating that, by faith, they have hope
in the merey of God.

It is said that in the mouth of two
or three witnesses every word shall be

established, so here we have the apostle
Pawl confirming in the New Testament
what God had said to Moses by declar-
ing, “For the scripture saith unto
Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose
have I raised thee up, that I might
shew my power in thee, and that my
name might be declared throughout all
the earth.” As we see it, when God
made Adam in the beginning he made
him capable of lusting after the things
of this world to such a degree that he
would transgress God’s law and thus
bring those chosen in Christ before the
foundations of the earth were laid,
whom God purposed to manifest in
Adam, under the bondage of sin and
death, but glory be to his adorable
name, God’s plan and purpose did not

~end there, but found its fulfillment in

his sending his only begotten Son into
the world, in the fulness of time, to
redeem and restore them in God’s sight
and favor, as though they had never
sinned, and all of this was for the
glorifying of himself and the lifting of
the name of Jesus on high. Our text
says, “Therefore hath he mercy on whom
he will have mercy, and whom he will
he hardeneth.” God’s purpose in creat-
ing Adam out of the dust of the ground,
so that he could not withstand the
temptations of Satan, was that no flesh
should be justified in his sight. No man
after the flesh has ever been able to
keep the law of God. The giving of the
law was to manifest sin and the weak-
nesses of the flesh. Paul said, “I had
not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the law had
said, Thou shalt not covet.” Therefore
when God drove Adam from the gar-
den of Eden, “he placed at the east of
the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a
flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life.”
The law condemns, cuts off, and in its
scales every man, woman and child of
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the human race is weighed and found
wanting. The Psalmist said, “The Lord
looked down from heaven upon the
children of men, to see if there were
any that did undergtand, and seek God.
They are all gone aside, they are alto-
gether become filthy: there is none that
doeth good, no, not one.” We believe the
prophet Isaiah was describing the
church of God as she stands in nature
when he said, “From the sole of the
foot. even unto the head there is no
soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrefying sores: they have
not been closed, neither bound up,
neither mollified with ointment.” How
wonderful to contemplate the mercy of
God as 1t appears in his Son, Jesus
Christ! Notwithstanding all her corrup-
tion in nature, God said, “Comec now,
and let us reason together, saith the
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” Let it be noted that there arc
no conditions placed upon her, no sug-
gestion that if she would, he would, or
anything of the sort, for God knew in
advance her inability to perform any-
thing that would be pleasing in his
sight, and therefore purposed to save
her with an everlasting salvation by
and through the atoning blood of the
blessed Lamb of God, slain as it were
in the mind and purpose of God before
time began. Knowing her frame, that
she was but as the dust of the earth,
his own arm brought salvation, and his
reason was that of a God infinite in
love and mercy, to the end that salva-
tion should be altogether and entirely
of grace, and that his name should have
all the praise. Thercfore though her
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; and though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool, ‘
Without such a God there could not
be any hope of salvation, for it is de-

clared by inspiration that there is sal-
vation in none other. All of his crea-
tures have come short of glorifying him,
as they stand separate and apart from
their Head, and all are made to rejoice
in Christ Jesus and to have no confi-
dence in the flesh, and thank him for
our text, which says, “Therefore hath
he mercy on whom he will have mercy,
and whom he will he hardeneth.” God
bestows his mercy only upon those
whom he willed and determined from all
eternity to receive it. The late Dr. John
Gill, of England, said, “God wills noth-
ing in time, but what he willed before
time; that his grace and mercy are
shown only to some persons, and that
the only reason for this is his sovereign
will and pleasure, and not the works
and merits of men; wherefore, since his
grace and mercy rise out of his free
good will and pleasure, and are by no
means the creature’s due, it most clearly
follows, that God, determining to be-
stow his grace and mercy, and-in the
actual doing of it, whilst he determines
to deny it, and does deny it to others,
;annot possibly be chargeable with any
unrighteousness.”

Following our text, the apostle goes
on to answer those who would find
fault, by saying, “Nay but, O man, who
art thou that repliest against God?
Shall the thing formed say to him that
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?
Hath not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump to make one
vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour? What if God, willing to
shew his wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much longsuffer-
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to de-
struction: And that he might make
known the riches of his glory on the
vessels of mercy, which he had afore
prepared unto glory. Even us, whom he
hath called, not of the Jews only, but
also of the Gentiles?” We know of 1o
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language or figure of speech that more
clearly describes, to our satisfaction,
God’s absolute and unrestricted right
to do whatsoever he wills with his crea-
tures than that employed by PPaul here
in the type of the “potter and the clay.”
We can bring no charge whatever
against those who mold various kinds
and descriptions of earthen vessels out
of the clay, and neither has mortal man
any basis for charging God with fool-
ishness or injustice for doing whatso-
ever he desireth. God declared his pur-
pose for raising up Pharaoh was that
he might shew in him his power, to the
end that God’s name might be declared
throughout all the earth. If he had the
power to raise up Pharaoh, a vessel
fitted to destruction, hath he not also
the power and sovereign right to “make
known the riches of his glory on the
vessels of mercy, which he hath afore
prepared unto glory?’ According to
what the holy Scriptures set forth con-
cerning the Lord Jehovah, not a single
one of all the creatures which he hath
made has any right to ask, Why hast
thou made me thus? or to withhold from
him the honor that is his dune. The great
apostle also declared that “in a great
house there are not only vessels of gold
and. of silver, but also of wood and of
earth; and some to honour, and some
to dishonour.” In the beginning of crea-
tion, did not God make all manner of
wild beasts to roam the forest and wild-
eruness, with their nature to devour and
destroy, at the same time making other
mnocent ecreatures like the lamb, the
dove and the sparrow? And is it not
written that “God saw everything that
he had made, and, behold, it was very
go0d?” Tt was most certainly good for
and will fulfil the purpose for which
Yod made it. One of the writers said,
the Hon and the lamb shall lic down
together, and the Lord alone will be
exalted in that day. We are also told

that not a sparrow shall fall without
our heavenly Father. Let us rejoice and
be exceeding glad that it is repeatediy
and emphatically declared in Holy Writ
that His mercy endureth for ever, for
without it we could not live here. In
conclusion, let us join Moses in ascrib-
ing greatness unto our God, for “He
is the Roek, his work is perfect: for
all his ways are judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and
right is he.” ' R. 1. D.

MEMORIAL

Whereas, it has pleased God to remove from
this life our beloved brother in Christ, an able
minister of the gospel, ELDER T. W. WALKER, we
of the Salisbury Old School Baptist Association
desire to leave on record some expression of the
love and esteem for our beloved brother. Elder
Walker was a sweet and lovely character, and a
faithful minister of the gospel of Christ. He
preached Christ and him crucified to the enjoy-
ment of all who were privileged to hear him,
therefore be it » :

Resolved, that we extend to Elder Walker’
family our deepest sympathy, and may the blessed
Lord give you comfort and consolation, knowing
that he doeth all things well.

Resolved, that a copy of this memorial be printed
in our minutes, a copy sent to Mrs, Willis (a
daughter with whom Elder Walker lived) and a
copy to the Signs of the Times.

Written by order of this Association convening
with the Salisbury Church, Oct. 20, 1948.

(Elder) D. V. SPANGLER, Moderator
(Mrs.) MAUD T. LAWS, Clerk
WILLIAM S. ADKINS, Asst. Clerk

BOOKS — FREE

The following books will be given free with new
annual subscriptions to The Signs of the Times:
FRAGMENTS — 353 pages of selected articles by
the late Elder Silas H. Durand, with two new sub-
scriptions; TWO WORLDS by Elder Milford Hall,
Sr., of McDowell, Ky., and SHOWERS OF RAIN,
containing the christian experience and poems by
our late Sister Flossie I. Faulkner. Either one ot
the last two mentioned books will be given free
with only one new subscription to the Signs a
$3. per year.

We are anxious to enlarge our circle of sub-
scribers, and are really making it worth while for
our readers to assist us in this undertaking. If you
do not own these books, this is your opportunity
to secure them. If books alone are desired, first
two mentioned $2.00 ecach, and the last one 50c¢ each.

R. LESTER DODSON
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear BrRETHREN: In 1 Cor. chapter 3
the records disclose that Paul finds the
brethren somewhat perturbed in that he
finds the high hand of carnality prev-
alent. Owing to his great gift and
spiritual talents, that so thoroughly
equip him to deal rightfully with every
situation, he states to the brethren that
he could not speak unto them as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal. He found
the brethren. so much perturbed they
were not even in an attitude to be spoken
to even as unto babes in Christ, stating
he had fed them with milk and not
with meat for the reason they were not,
up to now, able to bear it, and Paul
says neither are they yet able.

I would like to call your attention
to the.patience and endurance, and al-
80 the resistance of the eminent apostle
in that he dealt with it all and never
became ensnared himself. He, seeing
they were in a state of fluctuation, in-
stead of unsheathing his own sword
patiently administered the milk of
human kindness. May I say what a
great lesson this teaches, and oh, often
have I observed the opposite course
taken among .us as the people of the
living God. Kindness, meekness and
gentleness is always in order in the
house of God, against such there is
no law.

The proof of the fact that there ex-
isted carnality in the church at Cor-
inth, or may I say among the constit-
uents, was that there was envying and

strife and divisions which are the fruits
of carnality. I pause here to ask if the
walks of mankind to-day are not richly
seasoned with the above named ele-
ments, envying, strife and divisions?
And it is all too bad when such is
prevalent among the people whom God
has called out of darkness into the
marvelous light of his dear Son, it is
clear to see that sides were being taken
and leaders chosen. Paul clears that

~up with this question to them, hear

him; “Who then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye be-
lieved, even as the Lord gave to every
man?”’ Thus we see Paul credits the
Lord with their belief in him and Apol-
los, so as ministers to-day we need not -
to high pressure our sermons to the ex-
tent they will produce a belief, but as
ministers, peradventure the Lord will,
we could only hope to comfort in some
little way those whom God hath given
the evidence, which evidence built up
in their hearts a belief. Paul affirms he
planted, Apollos watered and then

states neither he that planteth, nor he
that watereth is anything, but God that
giveth the increase. In this I see not
only God giveth the increase, but God
is all and in all. The planter receives
a planter’s reward, the waterer receives
a waterer’s reward, each receiving ac-
cording to his own labor, not separately
but jointly for the planter and waterer
are one, therefore, their reward could
not be in excess of -the prpduction, and
not knowing that God would give the
increase must plant and water in hope,
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which hope is their reward. I have
watered and planted through the years
past, but I have done each only in hope
that the. seed sown would fall upon
good ground and produce a copious
fruit.

Though we labor in hope it is indeed
a blessed thought that. we are laborers
together with God, even recognized as
God’s husbandry, God’s building. Being
laborers together with God does not
mean that we are helpers to God, as is
termed by some, but our labors with
God are hope, perseverance and faith
unfeigned, and we are not laboring in
vain for he is true who promised. Hav-
ing been chosen as God’s husbandry
brings me to ask what manner of men
ought we to be? I am persuaded that
when the eminent apostle informed the
brethren at Corinth they were God’s
husbandry that those words seared their
consciences no little by reason of the
strife, division and carnal walk of which
they were so guilty.

Continuing Paul assures them they
are God’s building, evidently in their
hearts God dwelt, being the material
chosen of. God for his structure, the in-
dwelling of his Holy Spirif. Now as a
wise master builder, according to the
grace of God, or agreeable to the grace
of God, conforming strictly to the grace
of God, and complying fully with the
grace of God, and to the specifications
ag set by the grace of God, Paul de-
clares he laid the foundation, and where

" the rub comes another had builded

thereon, so it is clear to see the material
used in building on the foundation as
laid by Paul, according to grace, was
of a different sort, rather to their own
liking inst