
M I. NUT E S.
OF TH E

· .Delaware Baptift....Aifociation,
lI E.LD A T TH E l\fE E TIl\I G H OUSE AT D U C K-C R EElC ;

A .LIA S B R INSIO N, o x J U NE 6,7, and 8, 1801:

. 1. At 11 o'clock, A . M . Brother Gideon Ferrell de
livered the introductory sermon, from CoL. i. 19.
For 'it pleased the Father, that in him should all
fit/ness d~vell.. . : . . . . . . .
" 2. Brother Joseph Flood was chosen },(oderator, &

~rother John Boggs,jun . Clerk.
~ , 3. Letters from five churches were read, and the

ministers and messengers names enrolled.
N . B. Ministers names in CAP I TAL s--licenced

preachers ill Italics . D ashes denote no settled pas
t or . T hose to whose names an * is affixed were not
'p resel1t .
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I
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4. 'T Ile CircularLetter,by Brother John Boggs, jun.
was read: Brethren Joseph Flood and Gideon Ferrell ,
in conjunction with the author, appointed a committee
to examine it, and report' thereon ..· '. , ..

5 .. A. corresponding letter from the Philadelphi a
Association, presented by Brother Ferrell was read .

6.· Brother James Jones appointed to write t o the
Philadelphia A ssociation ; and Brethren Joseph F lo od
and J 01111 B-'oggs, jun. m.essengers ., ,

7., Brother -John ~'o'ggs? jun. appointed to write ...
to the Salisbury Association, and Brethren James
Jones, Gideon Fel~rell, Vincent Besswick, Robert Mi,
riors, Job Meredith, and Samuel Broadaway, m essen-
gers. , .

8·;, Brethren Joseph Flood and J 01111 Boggs, j Uli.
appointed to draft all address ' to Thomas Jefferson,
Presidentof the United States of America, to lay be~

'l ore the Association on Munday morning. '.
.. '9_ }:Jr~tl1er John James, june, appointed 'Treasurer

:.or this .Association.
10,. Motion-ed, seconded, and carried, that the C'Oll~'

stitution of this Asseciationbe printed with the mi 
nutes,

, 1,.~ . 1h~', h~xt Asso~tatl~n.tdb~. held at Cow-Marsh,
alias Mount-Moriah, GIl the Saturday preceding the
first Lord's day ill June, 1802-.

2. Brotller James Jones to write the Circular Let
ter for next year ~ and Brother Joseph Flood to preach
the introductory .serrnon. , .

3,. Adjourned business. until .M onday. 'morning,
half after 80'clock'j .

14~ Prayer by the Moderator,

. LORD"s DAY MORNINO, tine ' 7~th• .
Met for divine service at 10o;clock.
Sermon by Brother Bqggs" jun, -rtom Lllke xii , '32 ...

Fear not, little flock~· For it 'is yo·uf F.atbcr's good ~ ...
plia-'isilr~ to give you the kingdoino..

)

I l

J



,3.

, . In.,continuation, Brother Flood preached from Heb...
i -,:. _~' 9 ~" There rcniainetb th erefore a fe~ ( to,~p~.peop/;e of-
G,od. ' .'

Intermission fifteenminutes ..
Brother F'err~li preached fromLuke i .. 7'9 ~ , To gi?{ ~

l(~_ 'h t ,~'o lhelj~. that:si t i?p: darkness, 'and, i l? tbc sbadou:
Pj-Cqf( a t:!? , tC!.g uic,{e our .feet into ~!.?e 1~ a)' ofpe.a.~e-.

i . ; . . J . . .. . •

I ... M et pursuant to ,adjournment.., .P raycr by ~ro,",..
:ther Broadaway, . ' . ,

. 2 .. TIle Circular Letter wasappr oved and 1?1~~S,~11ted" .

OJ! the committee .., " .
3., The corresponding letters to,"the Philadelphia

.and Salisbury Associations \v.{:re,read and approved..,
4... The address to the President, presented by the

.comrnittee appointed to;pr~p.are it" was reap' .and ·ap~,
1Jroved.~ . :
. 5.. The ministersoft111S .AssQ~iati9ll 'agrt:e to attend

.a yearly meeting at Mispillion, on W ednesday, the
i 4tll ofOctober.

6. TIle clerk to superintend tb~ printing and di~,~_ '
·t ribllt ing of the minutes; " ,

10 o'clock, A." M.; Brother Bp'ggs., jun-. preached
from Matt.., xi .. 28. c.0nz.e unto;.'m.eqJj·'yr: .that labour.
.and are'heavy Iadcn ; and-Iwill:gi1Jeyou rest; :

Brother Ferrell in continuation, preached (ro~,.~~b.,

~ .. 23 .. Let us . hold fast tb~ profession. of our faith
~~.i tbout '7.vav.pJ;ing "., .f or he is faithful that promised_,

Brother Flood concluded, with recapitulation, ex-.
:. .or tation and prayer, . ,



Circular. Lettero. .

The ministers and'm~ssengers of' tbe. Dela'lfJare, Asso-.
ciation ; totbc churches they represent, send:

t;hri~t~all saiutatiott:

Beloved Bretbren,

H.A~T~NG once more been permitted to meet in Affociation
. ; to confult the inter-eft: of the Redeemer's kingdom in the

world, and our mutual comfort .and edification, we molt affecti-
onately addrefs you. ' " .

We rejoice to fincl from your.letters, that additions have been.
made to ~l~ our churches and that they continue to. walk in the
fellowf.hip of the Gofpel, holding the faith once delivered to the
faints, and keeping the. ordinances in their primitive purity•

.\ Anxious to promote 'your prefent and eternal felicity, and be...
lieving that much of the comfort of religion depends upon t he
exercife of grace in the heart, and the cultivation, of holyand
virtuous difpofitions of foul-Pern~itus at this time, to call YOl~r
attention. to the confideration of that Chriflian charity, which is

·fa frequently inculcated in [cripture, and which "V~ conceive to
be 'eflentially neceflary to the right performance of the duties of
religion, Now the end of the c.otninanc!tnent i •..charit~f, out of

·a pure heart, and of a good confcience, and of faith unfelgned.-:
By charity we underfland that principle of divine ' grac~; in the

.foul, .. which inclines all our words .and actions to the glory of
God, and t_he welfare and h.aPI?~ners of men, We will endeavour
to invefiigate it 'in its different operations-s-and ~.rll: as it influen•
.ces our conduct towards God: It makes us jealous of his honour,
iealous for the glory of his name inthe world, and particularly
careful to render a willing and ready obedience to his command
merits, from fentiments of the mofl u..nf~igne~ love and rever
ence; it divells the mind of all fel,fi,lh and interefted views in the.

·difcharge of religious duties; the language of the heart that has,
f-elt the influenceof this ~e~ven)y and l;1ippy ~if~ofi.ti.Olh i~ ~OD,1~ ~
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thing fimilar to that of the Pfalmifl, "0 Lord how love I thy:
~" Iaw ! teach me thy way, 0 Lord: I will walk in thy truth ':
40' unite my heart to fear thy name. I will praife thee, 0 Lord
~, IllY God~ with all my heart; and I will glorify thy name for
~. everrnore : for. great is thy mercy toward me; and thou haft
~, delivered my foul. from the loweft hell." A confideration of
the free and unmerited love of God to finners, in giving his Son
to fuffer and die for their fal vati on, is calculated to awaken in the
breafl of ev~ry true believer, a flame of the moil ardent and
pure affeaion~ " We love him," faith the apollle John, "be
~, caufe he firll loved us,", Dear brethren, let us manifeft our
love to Oo~~ by 'a .conitant and zealous. attachment to his caufe,
py a ready obedience to his commandments, and let the fruits of
faith and labours, of love in our lives and converfations, evidence
that the love of G~d is (hed abroad in our hearts, ·

'I'he fame principle of divine gr-ace in the. foul which teaches
us to love God, arid makes us rejoice in his fervice, difpofes us
Iikewife to love all thole who bear the image of our heavenly
Father, If W~ love him that begat, we will alfo love thofe that
are begotten of him. In vain do ',ve profefs the religion of

' ~h e meek and lowly ]efus,; while the ' fiercer paffions of al~

ger and contention govern our minds. The Ipirit of reli
gion is the fpirit of love, of harmony and peace. Read the dif
courfes of the blefled Author of our religion to his difciples,
and you will find that nothing was more frequently the fubje&
of his admonitions, ".l\ new commandment,' faith the Re
deemer, "" I give 'unto you, that ye love one another; as I have
~" loved you, that ye alfo love one another." It is one of the
D:rongefl evidences of the reality of. our religion, in the eye of
the world, when we are united in the bonds:of Chriltian endear
ment, and brotherly kindnefs, ' ." By this {hall all men know that,
4.' ye are my difciples if ye have loveone to another." God is
Iove , he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him, Dear brethren, if our hearts are. torn by angry and con
tending 'p afl~on s , if we are govern.ed by the workings of envy
find. malice, we ffi,ay rea aff.ured that we have not the fpirit of
Chrifl:; for the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peac-e, Iong-Iuf-
-fering, gelltle1)t~fs, goodpefs" faith" meeknels, ternperance ; Cha
r i ty teaches us to, forbear one another, to forgive one another,
and if any 'man hath a quarrel againit any.that as God, for Chrilt's
fake hath forgiven us, fo alfo rona we. It teaches us ali? to
practife benevolence and hofpitality, Religion enlarges the
~l~ heart, and makes even the churl bountiful ; ,,'hence,' faith



t he apoflle , " if any man fee his. brother have need, and filuttetl;~

." U;p his bowe ls of compaflion from him, how dwellerh the love,
f God in that perfon ~'J How is it poflible that perfons Ihould,

have an experience of ·~ b.~ love of 'Go~ ip; pardoning their fins;
r ef<;:: uing them from condemnat ion and death, and this at the.
~~p.ence of the fufferings and death of his own Son; and yet '
l ..eraain fo h~~:4 and iufenlible to the fufferings of ~ brother, as t o.
.have no bowels of cornpafiion for him ~ Let us t herefore confid
er one another, to provoke un to love and to gQ.Q.~, ·work.s.~!rhete.

a re many reafons whychrifli ans fhou1,n abound in, lO've one t o
another, 'Fheir rel ative fituation, as .children of t~..~ fame Fa
t her , is a nrong argument to t his purpofe..~ there is 11,othlng mor e

.pleafing than to fee brothers and fifters of the Ia me farnily walk.
~ng together in love and unanimity, officioully engaged in acts ·of
reciprocal kindnefs-s-Love a.s brethren, Q!e p itiful,' be courteous;
Our own intereit requires that we Ihould be united in the bonds,
of mutual aflection-c-our farety and hap pinefs are -c once rne d i~{

~ t . Chriflians have ill,any enemies to encounter in the world,
and they are never fo vulnerable, as when divided and at var i-:
ance among themfelves-c-e--rhen i.t ~,s that the enemies of rel i
~gion triumph; then it is that the adverfary of ~oull s takes oc
.cafion to diflurb our peace" and t empt us from the path of duty ;
-. .-. -~ . but when we are unitedly ~l)gag~din; the fervice of our .
-G od, when love, harmony and pea~e, difcover t he rnfelves in all
our acbions ; when with: 'one content, we are engaged for the
interefi of the Redeemer 's kingdom in the world, then does th e
c hu r ch become terrible as an army w it h ban ners, then .are the.
foes of religion ,!.trutk 'with terro r, and converts are encouraged,
(~O the Itandasd of Emmanuel,

But this heavenlyprinciple q.ifpofes us no t only to love Go~

'f upremely, and to Iervehim with ardour and delight--;:,it not only
u nites to our ;bret hren in the Lord, in the endearing bonds of
affeaion ; but it te aches us to regard every creature 'of the hu
'man family with the utrnolt bene-vale nc e and philanthrophy.i--,..
It does . not indeed iuflrucl us to love ~h e v ices of t he wicked,
but it r equi res us to feek after their .happ inefs hereand hereaf
t er . Jf w e h ave ourfelv es experienced the love. of God {heel,
abroad fin our hearts, if alm·jghty gra:ce has tu rned us From the
error of our \va y.s ., and ref.cued us from going down to the pit,
1tve cannot without fome emotions of tpit y, behold our fellow
-cre atures, -rufhing on in the broad way to ruin:-We mull at
Ieaft, feel a defire, to warn them -of their danger and inft-rua
t hem in the way of .efcape, th rough a dear Redeemer. E ven
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th ole who are enemies to our int erell and happinefs in the'
w orld, are t o be treated with kindnefs and lov e ; charity not only
fu ffers lon g.,but fuffers long and is kirrd ! It is in this point of viewy
an imitation of a molt endearing. attribute of the Divine Being~

, w ho is kind to the unthan kful and difohedient, who caufeth his
fun t o Ihin e upon the evil and the good, and Iendeth his rain
u1Jon the ju li and upon the u nJufl:.

Dear brethre n, t he importance of the fabJect we have' been
'a t t endin-g t o, 'w il]. appear fromt lie following confiderations :--
~ft. That t hough we poffe fs the more brilliant and !hining gifts"
fo as to fpeak wit h the tongues "bf men and of angels, unlefs our'
hearts are actuated by this heavenly pr ineiple, we are but as
foundi ng 'brafs 0'1" a tinkling cymbal, Yea, though we had the
gift of prophecy, and underflood all myfteries and all knowledge ;
and had all faith 1'0 as to remove mountains, yet if this divine
principle cealed to operate on our minds, we lhould Hill be found
wanting in the fight of God. Yea, though bountiful t o t he 1aft
'degree, we fhould give all our goods to feed the poor; and zea
lous in thecaufe of religion, even t o fulfer martyrdom in its de.
fence, ye t, unlefs thefe fplendid acts of liberality and devotion,
'or ig inated in a principle of love to God and man, they will pro
fit us nothing, I Cor. x iii, I, 1" 3.

A fecond argument for the importance of cultivating this
h eavenly principle in the foul, is, that it {ball abide with us af
ter death-s-it is this which {hall outlive the grave, and afcend
with us to the regions of immortal felicity. Charity never fail 
eth l but whether there be prophecies they Hi-all fail; whether
t here be tongues they Ihall ceafe; whether there be knowledge
it {hall vaniih away. All the accomplilhments of nature and
ar t {hall die and defcend with us into the gJ:ave; even faith and
hope, thofe friendly and helpful co-mpanions of our pilgrimage
through life, [hall then no !Dl1gcr attend us; the one being fw al 
lowed up in fight, the other in enjoyment ; but charity will
r e-main an eternal and increafing priilciple-----

This is th e grace) that lives and fings,
. vVhen faith and hope {hall ceafe ;
"Tis this (hall Ilr ike our joyful Itrings,

In the fweet realms of blifs.

Let us, by contemplating on the unipeakable love of Go -ow

in redeeming our fouls from death , call forth the warmeft af...



CIRCULAR LETTER.

feaions of out hearts to him who hath done 'Iuch great
things for us: and let us, as brethren, endeayour to keep
the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace. Let us manifeft
our love to finners by warning them of their danger; and
praying for their falvation. That the Lord may profper Zi.
ell, and make her converts as the Itars of heaven, or the ..
fand upon the fea-fhote for multitude, is the prayer of your
brethren in a dear Redeetner.

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Affociation,

JOSEPH FLOOD, Moderator.
JOHN BOGGS, Jun. Clerk .
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