


BMINUTES.
Aceording to appointment, the introductory sermon wag preaahed iy
- Rev. Eli Carrel from vaelatxons, 12 chap [ verse: And there ap-
_peated a gredt,wander in heaven, a woman ciothed with the sun and
~the moon under herfeet, and upon her head a erown of twelve stars.
The delegates then convened in the meeting house. Rev. Barton
Roby prayed at the opening of business.
Letters from churches received and their standing noted. (See last
. R _:: page )
: 2 1. On motion, Rev. Eli Carrel chosen Moderaior. :
| 2. Made inquiry whether there were any corresponding brethren
£ present: whereupon Rev. Barton Roby and brother James Pearce,
. from the Yadkin with Letter; Rev. Samuel P. Morton and bmthnr
Charfea M. Porter, from Pedee, with minutes; brother William Wil
san from the Sandy Creek, with minntes. A packet of minutes from
¢ Sandy Creek was also presented to this Association by brother Joseph
~ Spurgen, and received.

3. A general invitation was given by the Moderator, who were not o
“delegates to take veats with us. Rev, Benjamin Lamer took a seat B
accordmglv .‘

4, Appointed Rev. Barton Roby,«Rev. Samuel P. Morton, Revs
;.'.'B*enjamm Lanier, with the Moderator and Clerlt, a Committe of Ar- ,
_ rangement. - =
b, Appointed brethren William Thomas and Jesse Field, a Com-
; fittee of Finance.
~ 6. The Circular Leiter written by Rev. Peter Owen was presemed
- and referred to the Committee of Arrangement.

7- Rev. Barton Roby, Rev. Josiah Wiseman and Eli Carrel, chosen
by ballot to preach to-morrow; worship to commence at 180’ clock. -
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““LORDS DAV.” -

: As.@embled at the s!nnd,’and met a large congregation. Rev, Bar-
$ ,ion Roby introduced the services and prcached from 2Ist chapter 6f
“John and 17th verse: He said unto him the third time, Simon, son 3
of Jonas, lovest thou me ? Peter was grieved because he said unto him

the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
knowest all things ; thou knowegt tiat I Jove thee. Jesus saith unto

bim, Feed my sheep. ~ Rev. Josiah Wiseman followed from Acts 10

chap. 42 aand 43 vérses: And he eommanded us to preach unto the

people, and to !esnfy that it 1s he which was ordaiued of God, o bs

the judge of the quick and dead. 'To him give all the prophets wit-

: nesd, that through his name; whosoever believeth in him shall receive

& remission of sing. T :

Rev. Bii Carrel from iadisposition failed to preach on Sabbath, and
his place was filled by Charies M. Porter, who preached from {Luke
10 chap. 42 verse: But ane thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall mot be taken away from her.
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MONDAY, AUGUST, 1839. .

Hiet accarding to adjournment. Prayer by Ilev. Pder Gwen; ﬁlsl
prscesded to business. &
i 8. Called the-names of ihe delegatez, who answera 4
: 9. Committee of Arrangement reported.” yuy()rt (%9
i = eommineo discharged. 3 o
i 9. Rules of decorum for the g government of thid A“;')")a“ o read.
! il. Committee of Finance i that they have received from the -

churches - - - <
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K ged &

P . Called on correspond ng messengers to report: whereupan
; ay. Peter Qwen reported that he attended the Brier Creek and Yad- -
5 km Associations, and oceupied five days in travelling to and from said
& Associations.  Rev. B(’H}d nin Lanier and Briant Rajan anttended the

¢ Pedee, and Lanier the Sandy Creek also, and ocenpied four days in

t gong to and from said Associations.  Rev. Eli Carrel and brotber Da.

vid Huffinan attended Sandy Creek : Carrel occupied two days going. ¢
to and frow said Association. — The above cerrespondents were a‘l cors
dially received in the Associations which they atfended. :
13. Appointed dorresponding messengers to the following Assosia-
tions : Rev. Peter Owen and !:r siher Joseph 8 argen to the Yadkin, -
to be hield in-Surey County, ‘at Cross Raads—} SIS Satarday before
the hlb{ ‘sabbith in O"tober next Rev. E}L ¢ and Rev. Benjﬂmm =5

£ ns, to Sandy Creek to ba
: ,Samrday bef‘ore the Zth
i
i

in Srptomber next. Brethreu IQdac :
- .~ Joha Charles, to the Buluh Associaticn
h‘rst Sabbath in August next.
i _14. The circular Swritten by Rev. Pe
dnmed and ordercd to be anneged to il
, - 15. Appomted Rev. Josiah Wiseman
;  16. Appointed the next Association to ‘with the church at
Holloways M. H. Davidson Couaty, 10 or iles South East of
Lexmglon, to commence Saturday befor second Sabbath in Au, -y
gust pext. - ;
17. Appointed- Rev. Josiah Wiseman
sermon ; Rev. Benjamin Lanier his alternate.
Resolved, That the Treasurer pay over the su
b his hands belonging te this Assocxalmn, to our corre:
4 ““ers, accordmg to the time eaeh oue was eugwed tr&v'
£ ‘f*o’m Assoozanom.

as tﬁ)ammously a-
GSi A
e next cxrcular. i
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E Resolved, That the ministers of this Association be requesied to
g hold subseription papers to aid in the good cause of the Baptlst State
B C onvention, and report at our next Association.
| - The churches at Lick Creek and Big Creek having, from some cause,

ﬁuled te represent themselves in our “Association, and our Moderator

% -
% stated to us that, to his knowledge, said churches had prepared letters i
and appointed delegates, for he was present when done : therefore = P
.~ Resolved, That our clerk be authorised to receive and insert said E
¢ letters 1n our Minutes, if they should come to hand in time. £
i Resolved, That the Cierk superintend the printing of these min-
e utea, (to wit,) 500 copies and distribute them as usual, ;
: Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the ;
_ brethren and friends at Pine M. H. for their hospltahty and kindness i
' -ihown to us during our Association. §
Ad_[oumed Prayer by Rev. Eli Carrels . : £
e L‘LI CARREL, Maderata;.
gl’zun Owsn, Clerk. !
doig

CIRUBLAR LRTTBR:

- Nery DEAR Bu'rnn;ln.—-ln obedience to the appeintment of cur
last Assoelat{anl‘z n ding to our custom, we now address you on

very important h is Humility, with its attendant. advan- &g
tages, and Pride , with its attendant evils. §
- Humility, ora iet spirit, i3 a branch of experimental
religion and godlin grace without which no man shall see

the Lord in peace. 2 : . :

We will first endea

it appears and manife
vantages it bnngs wit
evils and misery wh ,
Ist. Humility
low opinion of hin
~ divine grace oper
genuine chri
* truth or

h oW wherein it lies and in what manner
, and second!y, speak of some of the ad-
gpd (hlrdly, of pride, and show some of the

pear and manifest itself, in a man’s having a

nd thinking well of others. It is the effect of

he soul, and universally characterizes the '

umility does not oblige a man to wrong the ‘

ertaining a worse opinion of himself than he re- ,

does 1t oblige a man to give every body else the i
pzelf, A wise man cannet think hxmself inferior to :
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the ignorant, nor the virtuous maun, that he is not so good as those

whose lives are vicious—nor does 1t oblige a man to treat himselt with

contempt in his words or actions : It consists in not attributing to our-

selves any excellence that we maynot be possessed of ; in not overra-

ting any thing we do, of an inward sense of our many imperfections and
| sins; it will express itself by the mildness of our appearance. The
£ humble man will consider his abilities, character and calling, ard
: - will act accordingly, observing that rule of the Aposile : Inlowliness
5 of mind let each esteem others better than themselves. Phil. 2nd.
Humility prompts not te envying, but rejoicing at the gifis, graces and
excellencies of others ; it is like charity, it envieth not. When Da-
vid, the king of Israel, related his trinmph of faith, he observes : The
humble shall hear thereof and be glad,—the humble will ascribe all
that he is and has to the grace of God, saying with the Apostle, By
; R the grace of God I am what 1 am. 1st Cor. 4th chap. In diselaim-
: ing his own righteousness,.and submitting to the righteousness of
Christ. Phil. 3d. Ir a willingness to receive instruction, from even
the least saint: so Apollas, though an elegant man, received instruc-
tion from Aquilla and Priscilla, who by occupation were tent makers.

-, In kindly receiving admonition given: Let the righteous smite me, it o

s shall be a kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent e
oil which wiil not break my head ; for yet my prayer also shall be in
. their calamities; (David.) In bearing patiently all injuries doue and

affronts offered, not returning railing for railing nor evil for evil.  In -

- submitting quietly to the aflicting hand of God, as Aaron, Eli, David &
: and others have done. In net seeking great things for a man’s selfi
£ ~ Jeremiah 45th chap. And therefore, humility appears in subjecting

a man’s reason and will to revelation. It arises from a sight and
scnse of sin and the evil nature of it ; from a view of the insufficiency
of a man’s own righteousness to justify him before God; from a spirit- .
; ual knowledge of divine things. The spirit of God, in the gospel, *
3 blows a blast upon all the goodliness of men. Such as are evangel-
ized by it, are always humble and lowly dvooo
2dly. The benefits, exccllency, and usefi of this grace: It is
well pleasing to God. A meek and quiet spisit is in the sight of God
of great price. 1 Peter 3 chap. It is the salnts clothing and erna-
ment. } Peter 5 chap. The lLiord dwells with the humble. Isaiah
57th chap. When such are disconsolate 8 wiul, the Lord com- —
forts them. The meek shall increase their j the Lord, lsaiah 29 i
chap. When they are hungry, and ic want of food, the Lord feeds
them. The meek shall eat and be satisfied§ when they want direc- :
tion, ke will guide them in the way, and teach them. Psalm 25th, —
Humility is the way to perferment. -The fear of the Lord is the in- '
struction of wisdom, and before honour is humility, Proverbs i5 chap.
3dly. But to the reverse: Pride is an unreasonable self esteem, at-
tended with insolence, and rude treatment of others. en the proud
man speaks, he expects his audience to féel their inferiority. It man-
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-Heaven before y

- cry out, Yet, all thi

 the glory of hisri

ifests itselt by praising ourselves, and atiempting to appear bafora

_oibers in a superior light to what we are.  Coatempt, and slander of

others, envy at the excellencies others possess,, anxiety to gain ap- -
p%ause distress and rage when slighted. There is hardly an evil per-
petrated, but what pnde is connected with it in a proximate or remote
sense. From a'~=pirit of pride and affectation, we sometimes hear men
say such things tu their owa dispraise, as ofhﬂra know and they themi-
selves belwve to be false; and it is very plain also, that this is often
done merely as a bait, to caich the praise of others: for pride is the
high opinion that a poor littie contracted soul entertaias of itself, and
ndturally seeks and expects praise from others.

That it xs the very nature and tendency of pride to produce univer-

sl misery. This is cvident from the fact that it is a departure from

God, the. oniy»source of happiness; and to forsake him is to lose ev-
ery good and perfect gift. Pride has a tendeney to inflame the appe-
tite, enrage the passions, and deposing reasou from her throne, places
in her seat envy, malice, revenge, suspicion, ambition and cruelty.
The breast then, in which pride reigns uncontrolled, must be the a-
bode of misery. 'The proud man vainly supposes himself supetior to
others. A proud Pharisee thanks God that he is not as cther men are,
{mark his lofty expression, not as other men are) extortioners, unjust
&c.. If we were to draw an inference from his assertion, we might

come to the conclusion, that other men (that is all other men beside

himself) were very unrmhteom and far from God, and that he was
pure in principle, perfect in practise, holy in heart, nghteousm all his

- works and ways, and even above suspicion. But notwithsianding s
high pretenstons to po:mve and negative goodness, the judge of alt the

earth that judgeth ﬂg}neously, that seeth not as man seeth, the sear-
‘cher of the hea,rts of the children of men, finds no difficulty in detec-
I i this instance see verified the saying of
s and harlots enter into the kingdom of
e Pharjsee was condemned is certain, for
nd every one that exalteth himself shall
s envious, at the rise, progress, useful-
ch others pussess. Hence we hear one
me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai,
gate, (Esther.) Ahasuerus, promoted
wve all the prmces that were with him. And
ere 1n the kings gates, bowed and reveren-
i bowed not, nor did him reverence, in con-
Haman telling his friends and his wife of -
d the multitude of his children, and all the
had promoted him ; and that the queen had
f with the king unto the banquet that she had pre-
; and to-morrow, continued he, I am'invited unto her.
ing. Yet all this availeth me nothing, &c. But ac-
the counsil of soms of his best frlends, aud to gratify the

our Savioar:

God resisteth the’
be abased. The
ness, gifts and exeells

the Jew, sitting” a
Haman, and se
all the kmgs sel
ced Haman. B
sequence of wh
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denire of his owa heart, which was filled to an everfloawing with pride
~and envy, we see him cause a gallows to be made quickly, fifty cubits

- high, and on which he himself was gquickly hung. Notwithstanding

- Haman’s pride and conceit of his own promotion, and of Mordecai's
_downfall, we see the scene changed and the effects of Haman s pride -
fall directly on bis own head. :
In short, tlie evil effects of pride are beyond computation ; it has
spread itself universally in all nations, and among all characters; and

_as it was the first sin (as some suppose,) that entered into the worldg

0 it seems the last to be conquered.  To suppress this evil we should
consider what we are: the imperfections of our nature, onr scanty

_kaowledge, contracted powers, narrow conceptions and moral inabili-

. ty, are strone motives to excite us to humility. To be proud of know-
R ledge is to be blind in the light ; to be proud of virtue is to poisen our-

- s selves with the antidote; to be proud of authority is to make our rise
our downfall. Weshould consider also the displeasure of God at such
conduct, and what punishments this sin has brought on mankind. See
the cases of Pharoah, Herod, Nebuchadnezer and others; and how
particularly it is prohibited in the word of God. Proverbs 16th chap.

_Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a falls
~ James 4th chap. God resisteth the proud but giveth grace “unto the
_homble. Proverbs 29th chap. A man’s pride shall bring him low,
but honor shall uphold the humble in spirit. How dxsmaceful it ren-
ders us in the sight of God, angels and men ; whata barrler it is to our
felicity and communion with God ; how fruitful it is of discord and
~ scisms ; how it precludes our usefulness and ren‘(férs us really: con=
- temptible.
~ The foregoing, with many other reasons wh‘f -might be advancéd
seems sufficient to induce every rational creature to humble them-
selves. The advantages of humility are nug ‘It is well pleas:
ing to God. 1 Peter. It has great influenc the performance =
“of all other dutids, praying, hearing, cons &c. It indicates
that more grace shall be given. James 4 e pres
in great tranquility and conientment. P
tient and resigned under afflictions. Job
ercise moderation in every thing. To o
_ should remember the example of Christ.
. is a place of humility. Revelation 5 chap.
ois and deserve the greatest punishment.
greatest promise of good are made to the hun
Now the God of peace that brought agam
_ - Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep,
3 - he everlasung covenant, make you perfect in e
; his will, and grant unto you restraining and perse
- _elothe yon with humility. And umo him shali be ascribe
sver and ever. AMamN,

1t makes us pa-
enables us toex-
gellent spirit we
_ That Heaven

PETER OWEN,
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