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PROCEEDINGS.

1. The i utrod uctory sermon was preached by Eld.
A. B. Phil pott : Text: "For as by one man/s di obe­
dience l1Ultly were made sinners, so by the obedience
ofone shal l many be made dghteous."--Rom. 5:19.

2. After a short recess, the Association con vened
with praise and prayer by Elder Asa. D. Shortt,
from Smith's Ri vel', and letters from the sever al
churches were handed in, read, and names of mes­
sengers enrolled as follows: Leatherwood, J. D. Pace,
'1'. VV. Griggs, and W. S..Minter; SilOW Creak, Fount­
ain Kingry and .1. P. Brock; Bethel, J. H. Holland,
J. T. Low, \V. R. Johnson and D. S. Brooks; n-n
view, L R. Metts and Preston Webster; Black Rock,
letter, but no messengers; Campbranch, R. H. Tur­
ner, II. C. Pace and T. C. Stu] tz; Call ton Creek,
J. \V. McGee Jr. and J. P. l\liles; Chestnut, .F. :t
Woody and L. E. Scott; Chapel, J. J. Oaks; Ephesus,
Elcl. B. L. Stultz, B. VV. Ashworth and James Fer­
guson ; Fairfield, Dot represented; Fairview, Eld.
W. H. Shields, I-I. 1\1. Hodges and J. L. Ferguson;
Goose Creek, not represented ; Gill's Creek, . .1. W;
Roberson : Little Creek, Elder E. L. Blankenship,
L. F. Jamison and L. T. Webster; Lynville, ~~ld. S.
(). Plybon, L. H. Plybun and C. T Robertson; Nurth
Fork, Elcl. W. S. l\linter, U. Richardson and G. A.
Gilt'~ ; Pig River, J. Y. Sloan, J. C. Roberson, J.
Prillaman, and P. P. Jones; Republican, Eld. Peter
Corn and VV. L. Ingram; Reed Creek, Eld. Z. T.
'I'u ruer, J. ~l. l)a vis, G. VV. D,lvis and T. J. Cab i II ;
Riverview, Eld. A. B. Philpott, Thomas Tu ruer, .J.
W. Hallisey an d V.f. B. Stone; Roanoke, J. "V. Dav­
i-, M. 'tV. Gray and Robert Tompkins; 'I'owu Creek,
T' H. IT U 1111, S. J. Pri IIimall, S. Sh u mate and A.~J.
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l\1cGuffin ; Martinsville, B. F. Winn, P. 1. Hodnett,
D.. T. Minter and J. W. Cheshire.

3. Called for correspondents and visitors, when
Eld. P. G. Lester, from New River; Elder Asa D.
Shortt, Elder J. T. Turner, 1. W. Helms, 1. E. Can­
naday, 1\1. A. Thomas, from Smith's River; Elder A.
L. lV1001'e, Elder J. J. Beck, J. W. Griggs, J. A. Leake,
J. H. Burgess, J. D. Roberson and Wm. Fitz, from
Mayo: A. 1-1. Hynes, Wm. Tompkins, from Staunton
River; Green Dix, Willis Aaron, Elder T. W. Walk­
er and H. g. Satterfield, from Country Line; Elder '
P. D. Gold, from Black Creek; Elder P. W. Williard,
from Abbott's Oreek, severally prese ted thernsel ves,
and were cordially in vited to seats. .

4. The association appointed the following breth­
ren a Committee 011 Preaching: P. 1. Hodnett, D. T.
Minter, J. \V. Cheshire, and added Elder A. L. l\loore.
Tuesday evening Elder P. D. Gold and P. .G. Lester
occupied the stand. Tuesday night, Elder S. N.
Hurst 'a n d E. L. Blankenship preached.

5. Elders P. D. Gold, P. G. Lester and A. D. Shortt,
with moderator and clerk, were chosen a Comrnittee
on Arrangemen ts.

6. Adjourned till Wednesday, 9 o'clock a. rn.

J,Vednesday morning, lJlay 8, 1907.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment,
and the deliberations were opened with praise and
prayer by Elder P. D. Gold, from Black Creek.

1. Called the roll of messengers, correspondents
and visi tors.

2. Read the Rules of Decorum.
3. The Cornmittee on Arrangements reported and

were discharged.
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4. The committee on Preaching reported that

Elders P. W. Williard and T. W. Walker' preach in
the forenoon; Elder P. D. Gold and Bro. J. R Wil­
son preach in the afternoon on Wednesday; and
Elders A. D. Shortt and P. G. Lester at night,
Thursday morning, Elders P. D. Gold and P. G.
Lester; Thursday evening, Elders P. W. Willard
and S. N. Hurst.

5. Correspondents to sister associations 'repor ted
satisfactorly and were discharged.

6. A ppoi n ted correspondents to sister Associations,
as follows: To Mayo, Elders Peter Corn and Z. T.
Turner; To Staunton River, Elders W. S. Minter, A.
B. Phlipott, H. L. Stultz, Z. T. Turner aud 'J . T. Law;

.To Country Line, Elder A. B. Philpott.
7. Appointed Elder E. L. Blankenship to write the

next Circular Letter.
8. Agreed to hold our' next session with the church

at Leatherwood, Henry Co., Va., to commence on
Friday before the fourth Sunday in August, 1907, and
continue three days; and that Elder G. F. Dyer
preach the introductory sermon, with Elder E. L.
Blankenship his alternate.

9. A vote of thanks were unanimously given by
the Association ·to the brethren, sisters and good citi­
zens, of the town of Martinsville, for their kind and
hospital treatment shown to us during the meeting,

10. Dismissed in order by Elder A. L. Moore.
PETER CORN, Moderator.

Z; T. TURNER, Clerk.

THE .FALL SESSION-AUGUST 23, 1907.

1. The introductory sermon was preached by Eld.
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G. F. Dyer. Text :" ' ..:£x cept tlJe Lord build the house
they labor in vain that build it: except the Lord
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."­
Ps. 127 : 1.

2. After one hour recess, the Association con vened
in the house, and deliberations opened with praise
and prayer.by Elder A. L. Moore, from ' Mayo Asso­
ciation. ,

, 3 ~ .Lefters from the churches were called for, recei­
ved, read and the rnessenger's names enrolled as wi ll
appear' .i n the Statist i cal 'fable.

. 4, Correspondents and visitors - were called for,
when Elder H. V. Cole, from New River; ' Bro. ' W.
B. Gray from Smiths River; Elders A. L. Moore .I.
1\'1. Lewis and.J. F. Spangler, and brethren J. ' H,.
Wilson, J. H.' Burgess, W,. .J. Earls, T. P. Cox, S; J.
Corn, J. W. Corn and R. W. Golden, from ' lVI ~iyo ;

Elder .J. J. Beck arid G. W. I:Iundley, from Staunton
Ri vel'; Elder W. 'f. , Clayton, from Cypress Creek,
(Ky.] Association were kiudly received and inv'iteJ
to seats in nul' body. ' -

. 5., Appointed G. l{. ,lVl in ter, 1\L L. IVlcB'riue, J. .,D:
Pace and 1\1. E. Minter, with moderator and clerk ,
a Committee on Ph'Hehing.

6. Appointed a Committee on Finance, to wit .s:
T. Law and J. W. Ramsey. .

7. ' A ppoin ted Elders W. S. l\rlinter, A. L. ' 1\loore
and H. V. Cole, .with the moderator and clerk, a
Comrn ittee on Arrangements.

8. Elder J. 1\1. Lewis preached in the ufternoon.
9. Adjourned till Saturday morning, 90'clock.

Sal1f.Jrclay rnorning, A 1ng'Ust 24, 1607.

The Association met ac<..:ording to appointnlent;
and, after praise and prayer by Elder H. V. Cole,
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from New Ri vel', proceeded to business.
1. Called the roll of messengers, corresponden ts

and visitors. . . .

2. Read the Rules of Decorum ..
3. The report of the Committee on 'Ar rangem en ts

was read and the committee discharged. .
'4 . Correspondents reported satisfactorly and were

discharged.
5. Eld. S. O. Plyboi~ " ~'n cr W. S. ' Min ter occupied

the stand ill the morning, and Elder Peter' Corn, W.
H'. Shieldsand W-.~r . 'C lay ton in the evening.
. .6" Appointed correspondents. 'E ld er S. N. · H urst,
C. M. Turner and lVI. ,W. 'Gray, to New.River ';.E ld . B.
L. Stultz, Eld. C. L. Ross, T: H. Nunn. and C. 1\1. Tur­
ner, to Smith's River ; and Elders Peter Corn, Z: T.
Turner and G. F. Dyer, to Mayo.

7. Called for Circular Letterwhich was read and
ordered 'to pe printed "vit h these. minutes,

8.' Comrn ittee on Finance reported :
Recct ved t'rom tne churches ~ " .$33,05
Paid fur pnutlng minutes $15~O() ' .

: Paid to clerk, , . .........••..... ~ .10.00 . " .
Gave tu traveling preachers ' 8.00 .

. Totals ·.$33.05 $:~3;05 '

0. Elder E. L. Blankenship, H. V. Cole and A. L. '
Moore occu pied the stand .Sunday rnomingv and
Elder J. .1. Beck preached in the evening.

.l0. Then agreed to hold au r next Association with
the church at Snow Creek, .Frank lin Co., Va., to
commence OIl Friday before the first: Sunday in May,
1908 and continue three ' days.

, L

j 1. 'Vt:re dismissed in order .by Elder C. L. RO:::is,
to time and place appointed.

PETER ' C ORN, Mod,
Z. T. TUltJXEH, Clerk.
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CIRCULAR LETT~R.

Dear Brethren. : I desire to offer a few remarks on the

following scripture.
"But the anotnttng which ye have received of him abldeth In you. and ye need not

that any man teaoh you: but I1S the same anolntlDll teacheth you of all things, and Is

truth, and is no lie, and even as It hath taught you, ye sbul l ablde In hlm,"-l John 2;27.

The apostle John is evidently speaking of something
which the church, or "little children," as he terms them,

has in possession; and, when. we search to find out what
that "something" is, it) is to be understood that he is speak­
ing in a spiritual manner, or by inspiration; and that it is,
therefore, seen by a spiritual eye. This apostle seems al­
ways to deal, in a great degree, with the very principles
of the virtue and power of Jesus Christ. We hear him
say, "In the beginning was the Word, and the word was
with God, and the Word was God." He goes right to the

spiritual part of things to begin; and, in his epistle, we see
him right to the spiritual import. Now the anointing
which God's people receive from the Holy Oue is an abid­
ing something, and what shall we call that "something?"
It is something that is ,t.r ue, something that teaches,
something that has taught those who have been anointed,
something that supplies the anointed so perfectly and corn­
pletely that it is not necessary to 'have any other teacher.

'I'he name that we give that "something" is "The Holy
Ghost" or "Holy Spirit" that God sends in the name of
Jesus Christ that shall guide them in all truth. Jesus
promised his disciples, when he left them, that, he would
tread the wine press of the wrath of God, and to send the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, and that Comforter
should guide them into all trnth. Therefore the guide is

safe; it is true; it is powerful; it does accomplish tbat
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which the Father dsigned and desires. And the very prin­

ciple that moves in the heart of the redeemed, and prompts

them to action, and shows them the imperfection of hu­

manity, and the perfections of God and of his Son Jesus

Christ, and makes known their redem ption to them, and

their deliverance from sin and condemnation, is the very

thing that anoints them, and covers them up, so to speak,

and so completely out shines anything that they know of,

that they are ready to exclaim, with all the powers ill

their possession, saying, It is too high! too wonderful!

I cannot attain unto it. It is too grand to be taught by

the spirit. of man. And, not only so, it is the work of God's

own hand; and whatsoever he doetb shall be, and there

can be noth ing added to it, or taken from it..

So great is that teaching, that the hum blest creature

can learn; the most ignorant can discern, because ii:J just

gets hold of the heart and soul, and just leads it in the

paths of truth and righteousness, and displays so much

glory that there can be no failure in the matter. And the

little one, forgetting his own knowledge and power, just

takes ?old of that guide, and is marching at a flying speed

toward the Celestial City wherein dwells righteousness,

and needs no one to look for bumps in the road: fOI' all ob­

stacles are erased by the fiugor of the Lord, and the power

and knowledge of man is not in sight.

Think, 0 people, redeemed of the Lord, how riluch you

could have been taught in regard to your sin and condom­

nation by the power and knowledge of man? Should l ~e

have said, All is well; come and join us, would it have

satisfied you? You may not have known the first Jetter of

th e alphabet, but you kno w too m uch to take comfot from

words of this kind. Why ? Because th e anoiting teac .ies
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you the truth, and is no lie. and all such comfort is mise ra­

ple, And your cry would have been, You cannot tell me

that; for sornet hing speaks louder and with more knowl­

edge and power t han your words, and I am com pel led

to adhere to it.

Again, when you were delivered from sin and con­

demnation, should some one have said, O! it is all non­

sense and imagination with you, however much he mr y

have known, and however little you may have knowi ,

your very cry would have been, You cannot teach ni.:

that. 'tV hy? Because the anointing within is too won­

derful to be blotted out; and it is that that cheerishes

my soul and is my all and in all.

The love of God shed abroad in the heart teaches more

than all human knowledge. 'I'he understanding being en­

lightened shows more than tougue can express, and great­

er is he that is in you than he that is in the world.

When I think of its teaching in every phase, I am made
to exclaim, How great and wonderful its power! Its
teachings being followed, how many prisons could be
turned to temples? How many lawyers to quit the prac­
tice? How many judges to vacate the benches? now
many dollars to give the poor? How many wrongs 10 Le
exchanged for rights? How many wounds to have t'ro oil
of gladness? Not only so; to come nearer home, How
many Churc!::es to flourish and bloom; How many daugh­
ters of men to be rejected: How many members' hear ts
bound closer together?

O! brethren and sisters, may we all be brought mal e
feelingly and sensibly nearer to the knowledge of the
truth; and may we feel that, what is my interest IS my
bro her's interest, and what is our interest is the interess
of the church of Christ. Be ware of the devices of men.

Your brother in hope,
E. L. BLANKENSHIP.
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