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NEVER ALONE

“How many times discouraged
We sink beside the way;

About us all in darkness,

We hardly dare to pray;

Then through the mists and sha-
dows,

The sweetest voice e’er known,
Says, Child, am I not with thee,
Never to leave thee alone?

O soul, hast thou forgotten
The tender word and sweet,
Of him who left behind him
The print of bleeding feet?

I never will forsake thee,

O child, so weary grown;
Remember I have promised
Never to leave thee alone.

Take courage, way-worn pilgrim,
Though mists and shadows hide
The face of him thou lovest,
He’s ever at thy side:

Reach out thy hands unto him,
And lo, the clouds have flown;
He smiles on thee who promised
Never to leave thee alone.”
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EDITORIAL

Dear Elder Key:
Pleasefindenclosedan
article for publication
inthe Signs, ifyouthink
thatitwould beaccept-
able to the brethren.
eoerr wcaweser.  WWE @re nearing the
end of another year of associations
and we have had some enjoyable
meetings in our area. | trust that you
have also, and we would loved to
have had you visit us.

Bestof love and fellowshiptothose
| have met in your Country.

In bonds of love,
Richard.

No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgement thou
shalt condemn. This is the heri-
tage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of me
saith the Lord.

=m| read the above scripture a
i4| few days ago and the part
#l| that remained with me was,
thlS is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and it stayed on my mind for
several days. | tried to talk on it at the
Soldier Creek Association and as |
said then it was a subject that could
not be covered in one discourse if it
lasted for hours. | did not even begin
to explore it then and probably won’t
this time but it is such a beautiful
subject and so vital to every heir of
grace as they travel their course here
in this time world. It encompasses all
of their travels, experiences, hopes
and trials as they run that race that is
set before them, with patience; that
race that must be run by faith using
those guideposts left by former gen-
erations which does indeed lighten
their way and lifts up the feeble hands
and strengthens the weak knees as
they press on. This heritage includes
every step they take, every lesson
they learn and every affliction that
they bear in their journey of faith.
Allmenbornin nature are endowed
with a natural heritage which is com-
mon to all men; it includes all that
makes him what he is in the flesh, his
nationality, health, intellectual abili-
ties, physicaland mental abilities, likes
and dislikes environmental position,
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temperamentand character. Allthese
things make him who he is and are
what determine what his aims and
goals will be in this life. All men were
created with these attributes, abilities
and desires to qualify them to fulfil
their place in history and fulfil the
purpose for which they were created.
This heritage includes only those
things of the realm of nature and is
bestowed upon them by the sover-
eign power and wisdom of God who
rules heavenand earth, things natural
and spiritual,and works themtogether
to fulfil his own will and pleasure.
Man's heritage is the earth and the
fullness thereof which were created
by God for man's pleasure, comfort
and sustenance of his necessities in
life here in this time world. Man was
givendominionoverthe creatures and
commanded to be fruitful, to multiply,
replenish the earth and to subdue it.
This has been his quest, his occupa-
tionand his desire since that time but
he has never attained to that goal.
Solomonsaid, “l have seen the travail
which God hath given to the sons of
men to be exercised in it. He hath
made everything beautiful in his time:
also he hath set the world in their
heart, so that noman canfind out the
work that God maketh from beginning
toend.” Thisis as true today as itwas
in the day that it was first written.
Man's heritage is the natural world
and all that it contains to supply his
needs and his desires but hewill never,
in the flesh, understand the reason
andthe meaningbehinditall. AsIsaiah
wrote, God's ways and thoughts are
as high above man's as the heavens

are higherthan the earth. Man with all
of his boasting of his advance in knowl-
edgeandintelligenceis still limited to
this natural realm into which he was
born, and he has no means whereby
he can go beyond those bounds which
were set for him when God divided to
the nations their inheritance and set
the bounds ofthe peopleaccordingto
the number of the children of Israel.
InPsalms XVl vs. 6, David said, ‘“the
lines are fallen to me in pleasant
places: yea |l have a goodly heritage. |
willbless the Lord who hath givenme
counsel: my reins instruct me in the
night seasons. | have set the Lord
always before me; because he is my
righthand, | shall not be moved. There-
fore my heart is glad, and my glory
rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in
hope.” David here is not referring to
his earthly heritage or anything per-
taining to the natural blessings with
which he was endowed. Hewas speak-
ing of a goodly heritage which he
possessed, whichincludedthoselines
that were fallen to him in pleasant
places: lines of truth that were let
down to him in heavenly places en-
abling him to bless the Lord who had
given him counsel; lines of truth to
instructhiminthe nightseasons; lines
of truth to cause his heart to be glad
and to rejoice and his flesh to rest in
hope. This is the goodly heritage and
it is common to all to whom these
lines have fallen to manifest their por-
tion in this goodly heritage of the
saints of God. These lines of truth
cause them to fear the Lord and this
fear of the Lord is the instruction of
wisdom: natural man does not pos-
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sess or ever attain to this wisdom
because they do not know nor fear
him. These lines of truth are a basic
part of this goodly heritage inthe lives
ofall ofthe electin aliages oftime and
they have not changed since the be-
ginning of time. This is why David
refers totheir falling to him, they were
ever there but were let down to himin
heavenly places forinstructioninrigh-
teousness and holiness. Fromthetime
that David was anointed by Samuelin
the midst of his brethren the spirit of
the Lord came upon him and he went
forth in possession of this goodly
heritage. Itincluded all of his life from
thattime forward; his being taken from
being a shepherd over his father's
flock to being made the king over his
Father's flock, the kingdom of Israel. It
included all of his triumphs as well as
all of histrials inlife butthrough them
all God sustained him and David was
made to declare ‘“‘How precious also
are thy thoughts untome, O God! how
great is the sum of them! If | count
them, they are more in number than
the sand: when | awake, | am still with
thee.”

When man is born of the spirit of
God, heisanewcreaturein Christ, old
things (earthly values pride, self es-
teem, confidence in the flesh) are
passed away and all things are be-
come new (faith, hope, realized weak-
ness and depending upon God) and
all things are of God, and work ac-
cording to his own good pleasure.
Man forthefirsttime is made aware of
this spiritual realm around him and of
his part (heritage) in it: and sees all
scriptures of God’s dealing with his

people downthroughthe generations
as part of his own goodly heritage and
claims all of the promises as his own
by way of the spirit of adoption
whereby all cry Abba Father. When he
reads of the experience of others who
have beenbrought from nature's dark-
ness into the marvelous light and lib-
erty of this blessed heritage of the
chosenvessels, he rejoices asthough
it was his own deliverance. When he
meets brethren from afar, after only a
few words of their travels he has the
same love and feeling of kinship for
them as forthose closerwhomhe has
known for a long time. Time is irrel-
evant in the things of the spirit as to
love, fellowship, experience learning
etc., the Apostle Paul was a mature
Christian in an instant on the road to
Damascus. Immediately he loved
those he once hated, preached the
doctrine he had once attempted to
destroy with all the fervor he could
muster. When one is changed by the
entering into their lives of the holy
spirit, it is a complete change depen-
dent upon nothing but the will and
purpose of God. The change is for a
purpose, itis permanent and the pur-
pose will be made manifest in the life
of the individual as that which is
wroughtinthemis worked outin their
journey here in time.

Many obstacles will confront them
as they travel in this new way, ob-
stacles that are caused by this new
way, things thatwould cause the natu-
ralmantoturnbackto the ways ofthe
world so that they would not have to
face these trials brought on them be-
cause of their turning from the old
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ways of the world. These are trials to
prove the faith that they now have; to
prove to the individual that this is of
God and not of man because they
would not and could not continue in
theirown strength. As one sister said,
in the early days of her experience, if
she continued in this way for the re-
maining years of her life she would
know that it was of God because she
could not keep herself for a day oran
hour. This statement was made al-
most sixty years ago and she is still
travelling in the way and confessing
that she can’t keep herself.

This seems to be what the old
prophetis declaringintheabovescrip-
ture: there will be weapons formed
againstyou, to try your faith, but that
none ofthese weapons thatare formed
against you shall prosper. They were
weapons of destruction butthey shall
not destroy you butthey shall try you.
As Paul wrote “There hath no tempta-
tiontakenyoubutsuchasis common
to man: but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above
thatye are able: but will withthe temp-
tationalsomake away toescape, that
ye may be able to bear it.”” The weap-
ons and the temptations are all part of
the plan and are under the control of
him who worketh all things after the
counsel of his own will, foryour good
and his glory. Peter speaks of the trial
of your faith which is more precious
than gold that perisheth, thoughitbe
tried by fire, might be found unto praise
and honourandglory atthe appearing
of Jesus Christ. These trials of your
faith makes the appearing of Jesus in
relieving you more precious to you

each time. When Paul prayed three
times forthe thornto be removed, the
Lord said my grace is sufficient for
thee; for my strength is made perfect
in weakness, and Paul proclaimed
‘“Most gladly therefore will | glory in
my infirmities, thatthe power of Christ
may rest upon me.” Paul was made to
rejoice whenhe knewthatthethornin
the flesh, as distressing as it was to
him, was also included in his way and
that Christ was with him in all things.

The prophet then goes on to say,
“This is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and their righteousness is
of me saith the Lord.” Oh, what a
grand and glorious heritage it is that
has been reserved for them that love
God;those who are the called accord-
ing to his own good pleasure, those
who are blessed with a plan of salva-
tion that cannot fail. A plan that was
conceived in the mind of God before
time began, assured by the death of
his only begotten Son onthe cross at
Calvary and is being made manifestin
the lives of every heir of grace by the
Holy Spirit quickening them and lead-
ing them in paths of righteousness
for his own holy names sake. This is
the heritage that the prophetis speak-
ing of and it is theirs with the gift of
faithwhichthey receive fromthe giver
of every good and perfect gift. Their
righteousness is of him because it
becomes theirs with the enteringinto
their lives of the spirit of God as the
earnest ofthe inheritance thatistobe
realized in its fullness when their
earthly journey is completed.

The goodly heritage of the children
of the heavenly king is the most pre-



6 SIGNS OF THE TIMES

cious possession that they have in
this time world: it is something that
they will never lose because it is as
the giver, eternal and sure to every
one. It is the sum total of all of their
experiences, hopes andfears,dreams
anddesires, memories, fellowshipand
love that they have had since they
were made aware of their portion in
this heavenly kingdomand ofthe glory
that is reserved for those who are
blessed to inherit it. In looking back
over their lives it seems that every-
thing of any importance began when
this wonderful change came into their
life. They rememberthe precious loved
ones who were such a blessing in
their lives as they first began on this
journey, the love and fellowship that
they shared with each other, the older
ones gently leading the way as the
younger experienced things for the
first time and rejoiced with joy un-
speakable as the beauty of this glori-
ous heritage unfolded before them.
How the younger would love to go
once again to the older, after many
trials of faithand express the love and
appreciationfortheir contributionto-
ward making the way a little easier
and joyful. They fear to claim a part in
this glorious heritage as theirs but
how else canthey explaintheirway, in
lieu of the scriptures written by others
who have been brought this way in
generations past. One cannot return
to former times but down the way
others have come along bearing the
same goodlyfruitandabondis formed,
the same love and fellowship as with
those of yesterdayandyoutravel along
together sharing the same hopes and

fears, trials and deliverances drawing
ever closer together by the mutual
love that only the children of God
share.

All of these experiences and bless-
ings, as beautiful and glorious as they
aretothe chosenvessels, in this time
world are not worthy to even be com-

- pared to that portion of this blessed

heritage that is yet to come. We have
all of these blessings and joys in an
earthenvessel which, by design, can-
nottruly understandandrejoiceinthe
things ofthe heavenlyrealm as well as
in that future time. When quickened
by the spirit the child of God, in time,
canonlysee as through aglass darkly
the glory of this spiritual realm toward
which they are looking, but it cannot
fully comprehend the beauty and glory
that is to be revealed to those for
whom this heritage is prepared. They
are as the ones of whom the Apostle
Paulwas writing, “Whenlwas a child,
| spoke as a child. | understood as a
child, i thought as a child: but when |
became a man, | put away childish
things.” The children of God in this
time world clothed in this body of
flesh even though quickened by the
spirit of God are as the child who
knows in part and sees in part; but
whendelivered from this body of death
and changedinamoment, inthe twin-
kling of an eye they shall be delivered
from these bonds that hinder them
and they shall know even as they are
known. They shall behold the fullness
of the glory of God and rejoice and
praise him in a way and manner that
they could neverdointhesebodies of
flesh. They shall understand the
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mysteries and the reasoning and the
purpose in all things being as they
are, and shall spend an eternal span
of time in the presence of God seeing
him as he is and experiencing the
reality of being spiritual and basking
in the pure and undiluted love of God
because of the absence of the flesh
and the natural influences onthecrea-
ture as he is here in this time world.
They cannot really realize what that
will be like but it will be far beyond the
wildest imagination of man for the
sheer beauty, glory and for the expe-
riencing of utter joy, peace and happi-
ness.

All of these things are also a part of
this heritage of which they only have
the earnestinthis presenttimeworld,
a little here and a little there, but that
is to come, is just as sure and certain
to every heir of promise as that which
is now and that which is past. They
are all part and parcel of this heritage
that the prophet said is the posses-
sion ofthe servants ofthe Lord. Given
by grace, received by faith and kept
safe and secure through time by the
eternal God ready to come to full frui-
tion at the appointed time.

In bonds of love,
Elder Richard H. Campbell

PSALM 73:26.

My flesh and my heart faileth: but
God is the strength of my heart,
and my portion for ever.

NOTE FROM EDITORS

il iththisissueweenterintothe

,' /d| one hundred and sixty first
#MM| year of continuous publish-
mg of the “Signs of the Times”. We
could not do so without looking back
and realizing how good the Lord has
beento usall. Many of the editors and
associate editors were blessed to
serve formany years, and wrote many
beautiful articles which was a bless-
ing to many.

Aswego forward nowwe pray God's
blessings to be with us, we want you
to participate by sending us articles
to publish. Our readers are always
requesting more articles of experi-
ence.We areadmonished to be ready
always to give a reason for our hope!
Write your reason and share it with
others.

We would like also to enlarge our
subscription list. You can help us to
do this, tell others about the Signs
and maybe give a subscription to
someone as a gift. We think every
believershould have the Signs intheir
home.

Any suggestions on howtoimprove
the Signs will also be appreciated.

May it please God to bless us in
such a way that as each year passes
we can count our blessings and say
this is the best yet, and as the outer
man perish, the inward man grow
stronger. Bless us with enough afflic-
tions to keep us humble and to es-
teem our brother as better than our-
selves.

Editors
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Readers of the Signs:

We have received a basket full of
cards and letters and appreciate and
cherish all of them but would like to
share this one with the readers of the
Signs.

Elder and Sister Lloyd Wall

Dear Elder and Sister Wall,

1| ho am | to try to write words

Bl ofencouragementtoanyone,
S| especially to two precious,
much esteemed children of God? Yet,
| feel that | want you to know how
much we missed you at the associa-
tion and how our hearts go out toyou
during this trying time.

After | received your first thank you
note, Sister Wall, | felt your sorrow
and suffering in each line of it. | felt
that | must attempt to pray for you
notwithstanding my own cold-
heartedness and my own feeling of
emptiness. My thoughts were; Who
am I to try to pray for them? Surely my
prayer would avail nothing. That is
true. If|inmy carnal nature attemptto
pray, it goes no higher than my head.
Yet, | feltthat | must make the attempt.
There have only been two or three
times that | have felt that | actually
prayed for anyone. This time | did feel
that the Lord heard (if He ever has
heard me) my question that He have
mercy on you, that He give you the
strength to bear what you must, that
He go with you all the way.

We know that there is so little that
we can physically do for you. How-
ever, we desire to help in some way.
We do know that the dear Lord is our
only source of help and strength. May
He continue to give you grace to feel
His presence even in your suffering.
We do believe that we do not bear any
needless pain. He has agracious, glo-
rious purpose in every affliction His
children bear. Many times we cannot
see His purpose. Then we are called
towalk by faith, not by sight. We must
trust Him, forwe have nowhereelseto
go. We believe that He feels all of our

- pain, our grief and our distress and

holds us up so that we can bear it.
Each one of us is made tolook to Him
for our all in all. He knows what each
of us needs and has promised to with-
hold nogoodthing from us. Howthank-
ful we are that all of our salvation and
all of our blessings are bestowed by
His grace. Nothing depends on us or
our efforts. All things are freely given
us in Christ. May He ever keep us at
His feet, praisingand adoring His holy
name.
In bonds of love,
Joyce Pittman

MOVED OR MOVING ?

Toassure you of getting your''Signs"
and without missing any copies, be
sure to inform us of any change of
address.

The Editors
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QUERIES & ANSWERS

ARTICLES

Que!y:

»>=m| hould the churches ever al-

5 S| low the Association, or any
82| body of men formed by their
combination, todictate tothem against
their consent, it has ever been held
that their liberties in such case will
have passed away, and they become
nolongerchurches of Christ, buttools
of tyrants. A church of Christ has ever
been considered, by genuine Baptists,
the highest ecclesiastical power on
earth.

Answer:

Associations are not considered
absolutely necessary for the exist-
ence ofachurchorchurches, butonly
as aconvenient method of correspon-
dence and intercourse among the
churches, so that acquaintance and
personal contact might be promoted
amonga largercircle of brethrenthan
could be done in a single church or
neighborhood. Muchsatisfactionalso
is found in obtaining the views and
advice of each other on questions of
importance in the kingdom of Christ.
“Inthe multitude of counsellors there

is safety,” has been long held as a
wiseadage amongthe people of God.

Hassell History

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION ?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS1/93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

CIRCULARLETTER
(Written 1960)

ord| ith a deep feeling of love, |

i@| wouldlike toextenda hearty
: 2| welcometoeach ofyoumin-
|sters messengers and churches of
the UpperCountry Line Primitive Bap-
tist Association, our correspondents
andvisitors. We hope we are thankful
toGodforyouall,and mostgrateful to
Him for your fellowship.

David said, “Behold, how good and
how pleasantitis for brethrento dwell
together in unity.” David lived in a
time when there were many wars and
many battles to be fought. After the
battles were fought and the victories
won, surely he could have said with
the Apostle Paul, ‘“‘thanks be to God
who giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” We too, liveinan
age when peace on earthseems tobe
so unpredictable and the world is so
tense. But you may be assured that
God still rules all things, is still Cap-
tain of the battles and His banner over
us is love. Not a single one of His will
be lost.

So as | think upon this meeting as
we are gathered together, many who
have come from lands fardistant, who
have been given a mind to leave their
homes and theirwork, others from our
own little flocks nearby, the rich and
the poor, the young and the old, with
a desire to come together in unity to
worship God in spirit and in truth.
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Unity means a state of being one. Paul
to the Ephesians said, ‘‘there is one
body, and one spirit, even as you are
calledinone hope of yourcalling; one
Lord and one faith, one baptism, one
Godand Father ofall,whoisaboveall,
through alland inyou all.”

Christ is the head of the body, all
believers in Him who have been born
of that uncorruptible seed are mem-
bers of His body, all together, one
perfect body in Christ. So my dear
beloved, as we hope to be members of
this one body, how good and how
pleasant it is that from time to time
God does bless a broken remnant of
His creation to be gathered together
in unity. To speak of that great love
that flows from heart to heartand from
breastto breast. Torender praise and
thanksgiving to His great and match-
less name and to talk of His mercies
thatendure forever. Whenthe spiritis
manifested, there is unity. There is
love oneforanother, we canlook over
our brethren for good and notforevil.
We are made to be humble; we walk
and speakinfearandtrembling trying
towork out that which has been given
us. Salvation is of the Lord.

We are not always blessed to dwell
in unity. We are not always made to
feel that great love, that closeness to
the saints of God. Sometimes we feel
to be on the back side of the desert.
We become hungry and thirsty and
youknowjustasthe Lord appearedto
Moses there, and Jonahinthe belly of
the fish and sent Phillip unto the eu-
nuch down by the roadside, He knows
where you are and though you be-
come hungry, you will never perish,

though you are cast down, never will
you be destroyed.

So my dear brethren, sisters and
friends, may God bless us to dwell in
unity. May we journey on together
feeling that we are not alone, but that
the Lord is our Shepherd. Thatwe are
one family, rejoicing together, shar-
ing each others burdens, feastingupon
the same spiritual food, drinking from
thatsame fountain of living water and
that some day we shall reach that city
that is made not by hands but is eter-
nal and inthe heavens. We know that
we have no continuing city here, that
soon we too, will enter into the eter-
nal, that the places that know us now
shall know us no more forever.

May the love of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.

Your little brother in hope,
Kenneth R. Key

HEBREWS 4: 1-4.

Let us therefore fear, lest, a prom-
ise being left us of entering into his
rest, any of you should seem to come
short of it.

For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but
the word preached did not profit
them, not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it.

For we which have believed do en-
ter into rest, as he said, As I have
sworn inmywrath, if they shall enter
into my rest: although the works
were finished from the foundation of
the world.

For he spake in a certain place of
the seventh day on this wise, And God
did rest the seventh day from all his
works.
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
ELDER JOHN LELAND
AND JAMES MADISON

COMMEMORATED

JOHN LELAND

| N interesting and important
eventin American history was
3| recalled on October 4, 1953,
when the Leland-Madison Monumen-
tal Park was dedicated near Orange,
Virginia. The site ofthe park marks the
place where Elder John Leland and
James Madison met to discuss their
differences pertaining to the ratifica-
tion of the Constitution of the United
States. This was in 1788.

The Constitution, as it was drawn
up by the Convention in Philadelphia
in 1787, did not contain a guarantee of
religious liberties and free speech.
Elder Leland, and those he repre-
sented, opposed the ratification by
Virginia unless such provisions were
included. This was a large and influ-
ential group of citizens, and itwas not
likely that the Constitution would be
ratified without their support.

The following is quoted from an
articleinaWashington newspaper by
Dr. Joseph M. Dawson:

“Authorities agree that Leland was
a key manin obtaining Virginia’'s rati-
fication of the Federal Constitution.
Without Virginia’s favorable action, in
all probability the Constitution would
never have been ratified.

“The Rev. John Leland though a
native of Massachusetts, owes his
place in history to his activities in
Virginia from the time he went to
Culpepper in 1775 to his return to
Massachusettsin1791. Inthat 16-year
period, he proved to be a statesman
aswellasaflamingevangelist. Elected
to the Virginia Assembly, he collabo-
rated with Washington, Jefferson,
Madison and Mason in behalf of reli-
gious liberty. He also baptized more
than 700 converts in the region be-
tween the Ketockton Mountains and
the York River. He was affectlonately
calledParson.

“While Leland enjoyed the friend-
ship of the leaders mentioned above,
he opposed Madison’s electionto the
Virginia Ratification Assembly be-
cause Madison’s document lacked a
Bill of Rights. Ata picnic near Orange,
the two men composed their differ-
ences and agreed on an amendment.
ThenLeland pledged his support, with
the result that Madison was seated
and Virginiaratified the Federal Con-
stitution as amended.

“Inthe meantime Leland, on behalf
of the Baptists, had written George
Washington, saying, ‘“‘when the Con-
stitution first made its appearance in
Virginia, we, as a society, feared that
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theliberty of conscience, dearerto us
than property or life, was not suffi-
ciently secured . . . . Under the regal
government mobs, fines, bonds and
prisons were our frequent repast.”

“Although Washington belonged to
the Established Church of Virginia,
hesympathized deeply, as evidenced
by his reply: “If | could have enter-
tainedthe slightestapprehension that
the Constitution formed by the con-
ventions where | had the honor to
preside might possibly endanger the
rights of any ecclesiastical society,
certainly 1 would have never placed
my signature to it; and if | now could
corniceivethatthe general Government
might ever be so administered as to
renderthe liberty of conscience inse-
cure, | beg you will be persuaded that
no one would be more zealous than
myself to establish effectual barriers
against the horrors of spiritual tyr-
anny and every species of religious
persecution.”

The first amendment to the Consti-
tution, referred to above, reads as
follows.

‘““Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech or of the press; or the right of
the people peacefully to assemble,
and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.”

There is little mention in secular
history of the part our religious fore-
fathers took in securing this freedom
forus, but we should be most grateful
thatinthe purpose of God, He gave us

men of courage tofight forand secure
our priceless heritage.
J.D.W.

FREDERICKW. KEENE

2] eene, Elder Frederick W. The
@ | subject of this notice was
Z-2ul| born in London, England,
March 28, 1856, moved with his par-
ents to Montreal, Canada, in his four-
teenth year, united with the New
School Baptists in 1873 and began
preaching for them in 1875. But be-
coming dissatisfied with their doc-
trine and practices he publicly with-
drew in 1880 and in February, 1881,
united with the Old School Baptists,
was baptized by Elder William L.
Beebe, soonordained and served sev-
eral churches, including Oakwoods
Baptist Church, North Berwick, Maine.
He was a gifted preacher, a fluent
writer and greatly beloved for the
truth’s sake. Inregard to his Christian
experience he wrote as follows,
“During my boyhood days | lived
and walked in the lusts of the flesh
and shrank from nothing to gratify my
carnal appetite. But God arrested my
wild career. On the first Sunday in
April, 1871, | sat in a New School
Baptist Church in the city of Montreal
and the preacher gave out his text,
‘Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for
thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth.’ Instantly my soul was
stricken, and all my vile anticipations
were blasted, and the terrors of the
Almighty made me afraid. What the
preachersaidin his sermon|have not
the slightest remembrance of. Iwas a
vile condemned sinner before the
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Lord. My sins revived, they stared me
in the face and | felt myself a fit sub-
jectfordamnation of hell. | feared that
the awful curse of God would be
poured forth upon me and perhaps
before tomorrow. | shall die, and |
shall go to hell. God will say to me
‘departye cursedinto everlastingfire
prepared for the devil, and his an-
gels.’ My trouble over my sins contin-
ued and increased and | could see no
ground for hope that there could be
mercy for one so wicked as |. | began
to loathe my sins, to sigh and mourn
over my vileness, but no relief could |
find. Again | attended preaching, and
the ministerannounced his text, ‘God
is love.’Ifelt, ‘Canitbeso?’ Alittle ray
of hope shone in, and | wished it
might be so. Butin a moment all was
dashed away, for | felt, if it be true, it
could notbe God loved me, andlsank
yet lower in despair. But the Holy
Spirit’s still small voice said tomy sin
stricken heart, ‘God is love.’ Then
indeed my heart was broken, and
meltedin sorrow before the Lord, and
with a contrite spirit, | prayed for sal-
vation, but the way of salvation for a
sinner likemel could not see. Indeed,
| thought | was adding to my guilt to
think there could be pardon for such
a sinner. Night came and | retired to
my room imploring mercy, every mo-
ment | felt the Lord must soon come,
or | must perish. While thus crying to
the Almighty God, there came before
meavision of Jesus onthe cross, and
avoicesaidinmysoul, ‘Salvationisin
my dear Son.’ This was a gracious
revelation, and while | was wrapped
up with this sight, my heart went forth
with all desire to Jesus that | might

know He was mine, that He died for
me. Then | thought He looked upon
me, so pityingly and said, ‘Look unto
me.’ O my heartwith all entreaty looked
to him, and he looked upon me, and
said, ‘I suffered forthee.’ Immediately
my burden was gone and sweet joy
and peace flowed into my soul. | wept
and cried aloud for joy. This was the
beginning of my hope of salvation in
Christ, the Lamb of God. To write all
the experiences of my soul from that
sweet day till now would fill volumes.
| was led by the Lord soon after this
into the knowledge of the glorious
doctrine of God our Savior.” Elder
Keene was a faithful pastor and his
labors were blessed with abundant
fruit.
Elder Keene has written many
articles for the Signs in the past.

Editors

VOICES OF THE PAST

PLENTY.
April, 1938.

| harles Wesley wrote, ‘“Plen-
: teous grace with thee is
2 ] found; grace to pardon ali
my sins,” and | am made to wonder if
hewas entirely destitute of thatgrace,
even though he wrote and preached
in defense of Arminianism for years.
Sometimesinlooking back over past
trials and tribulations we think we just
weredelivered -thatifithad come any
later we would have been gone com-
pletely, but, dear child of God, it can-
not be too late. Neither can it be lack-
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ing in power, grace and love to effec-
tually deliver out of whatever may be
ourtrouble. To talk about deliverance
beingtoolate, orinsufficient,istotalk
about God failing in some particular
to fulfill his promises. Banish the
thought! How can he fail? Not be-
cause of a lack of power, because aii
that is in heaven and in earth was
given into the hands of our glorious,
conquering Immanuel, that he might
give eternal life to as many as were
given him. Will he give unto them that
life? Ah yes, little doubting one, he
will, because he is faithful that prom-
ised. Sofaithfulis he that all the glory,
power, honor, majesty, love, mercy
and grace are behind the promise. If
the promises of God were based on
the ability of man to the least degree
then there certainly would be room to
fear afamine, or to look for an insuffi-
ciency in the grace of God. But, dear
brethren, sisters, strangersintheland,
wayfarers and sojourners, it is not of
man. It is wholly and without instru-
mentality the work of God. The
Strength of Israel will not lie nor re-
pent. (1 Sam. xv. 29). So you can see
that there is plenteous grace for all of
our needs. Moreover, every good gift
comes from him, and what a Giver of
gifts he is!

“My soul, repeat his praise
Whose mercies are so great;
Whose anger is so slow to rise,
So ready to abate.”

“High as the heavens raised
Above the ground we tread,
So far the riches of his grace

Our highest thoughts exceed.

His power subdues our sins;
And his forgiving love,

Far as the east is_from the west,
Doth all our guilt remove.”

Nothinglacking. Plenteous supplies
for everything, and they come from a
Giver who is without variation, and
whois somuchinone mindthatthere
is not a shadow of turning. Here is a
safe and secure place, dear saints, to
find refuge. Here is aresting-place for
the weary and wayworn. Here is
strength, plenteous strength, for the
weak-handed andfeeble-kneed. Here
is grace sufficient for those who are
fearfully asking, When saw we thee
sick and in prison and came unto
thee? One of the beloved disciples
leaned on the bosom of Jesus, and
how longingly dowe look toward such
a haven, and how we would like to
reach there.

What a sweet story of Rebekah! It
wouid seem that she is a figure of the
church. Behold the servant of
Abraham as he comes to herand tells
heroftherichness of his master. He is
greatly blessed (Gen. xxiv. 1, 35) of
the Lord, and all of it belongs to his
son. My dear children of God, when
the Holy Spirit arrested you it made
Jesus asthe chiefest oftenthousand
unto you. You were enabled to see
him as having all powerin heaven and
earth, and you were compelled to say
thatyouwould gowith theman. (Gen.
xxiv. 568.) What was it that was done
for you? It was plenty, and as far as
you could see, beyond measure, be-
cause you had to sing with the poet,
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“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.”

Unto herwas given hearing, and the
writer of old has declared, “‘Blessedis
the people thatknow the joyful sound:
they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of
thy countenance.”-Psalms Ixxxix. 15.
And none can ever hear unless the
deaf ears are unstopped by the Spirit.
Then on her hands are put bracelets,
representing, to my mind, that unto
the church are given the holy Scrip-
tures as having everything necessary
for all of her rules and regulations.
Furthermore, that abraceletis acom-
pletecircle, without beginning orend-
ing.Sois the love of God to his people.
It is complete to them, and is from
everlasting to everlasting.

Itis written that this Word was made
fleshand dweltamongus, andthathe
was full of grace and truth. (John i.
14.) If he was full of it nothing could be
taken from him nor added to him. Is
notthis plenty? Is not this everything
that a poor sinner needs? But listen
what is said in verse sixteen: ‘“‘And of
his fullness have all we received, and
grace for grace.” As he was full of it,
so his children receive his fullness
andlack nothing. Paul’s letterto Rome
tells us what a wonderful source of
plenty and completeness the children
of God have in him. “The Spirit itself
beareth withess with our spirit, that
we are the children of God’ and if
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified together.”-Rom. viii. 16, 17.
Everything that Jesus possesses in

heavenis ours, because we are joint-
heirs with him. Oh what a land of
plenty! Ofttimes we feel weak and
heavyladen here and are almost ready
to faint by the way, but ere long our
Husband will come for us, and then
weshallbe carried home. Goinghome!
What does it mean? Like a little child
that has been long in the dark and
thorny wilderness and is brought safe
home. To aland of plenty; to aland of
joy and peace; to our long sought
home, where the sun never shall go
down.

Submitted in love.

Elder W. D. Griffin

Philadelphia, Pa., June 1, 1905.

M| Ider F.A.Chick -DearFriend:
,";} -l would like to address you
<8l otherwise, but am not at lib-
erty to do so. No doubt you will be
surprised to receive a letter from me,
but probably youmay notreceive this,
as | may be ashamed of it before | get
through and destroy it. A desire was
created within me to write to you,
telling some of the ways in which the
Lord has led me for over forty-seven
years, and his dealings with me. This
feeling orinclinationto communicate
to you, manifested itself at the time
you preached the funeral sermon of
my brother-in-law, whichis nearly two
and one-halfyears ago. Why it should
do so at that time | am unable to say,
as | cannot call to mind now a single
word you said then, but somehow
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there was a peculiar drawing toward
you at that time which | am unable to
describe. | haverefrained from under-
takingthetask, aslamsomuchofthe
time carnally minded, and it was my
desire that when | did write | might be
entirely free from all worldly cares or
thoughts; but that time neverappears
to come, and | am made to repeat the
expression which has been repeated
so often, that when | would do good,
evil is present with me, and always
seems to be uppermost in my mind,
which unfits me entirely for the task
which|have undertaken; nordol now
feel any more fit for the duty than 1 did
twoyears ago, soif | continue to write
now | will have to depend upon the
Lord to guide my thoughts; | hope |
may be led by him, as | know full well
unless he takes me in charge and
guides niy thoughts this epistle will
be of no interest to you.

In viewing my past life it appears
like a blank. Of what use have | been
upon this earth? | remember Elder
Wm. J. Purington made the remark at
the funeral of my sister, in May, 1868,
that | was spared for some wise pur-
pose (as | was then the only child
living out of five). Allthese years since,
I have failed to see the wisdom in that
purpose, although there is wisdomin
it. | have that faith, even if | am too
blind to see it. it appears to me that it
would have been better if | had been
taken away when|was young like the
rest; | know thatlwould have escaped
much vexationand sorrow, which tor-
ture me day after day; | know | shouid
not murmur, but at times | cannot
refrain; | know | am a very rebellious

creature, yet there are times, thanks
be to God, when | am quieted for
awhile; | am also at times led by the
still waters, and made to lie down in
green pastures. O what a pleasant
placeitistobe, nootherplaceistobe
compared with it. O could | always
remainthere,lam loathto leaveit; but
itis notthe will ofthe Lord toallowme
to remain in that place long at a time,
nor does he allow me often to enter
into such a blissful abode, but he
knows what is best for me. He has
marked out my road, and | must travel
thatroad, and none other, although at
times itmay appear dark and gloomy.

This reminds me of an incident that
occurred twenty-five or thirty years
ago: lwas away from home overtwenty
miles, and when | started for home it
was raining, and very dark, too. The
first few miles all went well, but it was
notlong before it grew very dark, and
| could not recognize anything along
the road; everything appeared
strange; | became bewildered, | did
not know where | was. | traveled on,
passing numerous objects that | had
seenmany times before, butalllooked
strange now until within two or three
miles of home, when a set of farm
buildings that | approached looked
familiar; then my mindwentback over
the road that | had come, and the
various objects | had passed, and the
numerous turns | had made, crossing
over a railroad, turnpike, bridges, up
hill and down dale, and at one time |
crossed over a very prominent and
wide road down into a narrow road
with trees upon each side; it looked
very gloomy, but on | went, knowing
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notwhither|was going. All this looked
familiar when | looked back over the
road thatl had come, as | had traveled
the same road many times before. |
feltsimpleandfoolish,and wondered
how it was possible for me to travel
over that road which | was so familiar
with, and not recognize anything by
the way. Thus does it appear my life
has been spent. As | said, my road is
laid out for me, and | must travel that
road all the time, but | do not seem to
know it; all the time | seem to want to
go some other way, | am not content
to travel the road that is laid out for
me. To look back over the road, it
seems as if any road would be all
wrong, but the wisdom of an all-wise
God is shown in laying out such a
road. But while | am traveling this
road itappears different from anyroad
that anybody else travels: | do not
seemtosee anybodyelseinthe same
road, |appeartobetravelingallalone;
it is a lonely road for me to travel.
True, attimes|seemtocrosstheroad
that others travel, | see them occa-
sionally, but they are traveling a dif-
ferent road from what | am, which
makes me feel as if | certainly am on
the wrong road, which troubles me.
This brings to my mind the hymn
1033:

" 'Tis a point I long to know,
(Oft it causes anxious thought,)
Do I love the Lord or no?

Am I his, or am I not? "

But there are a few things that com-
fort me: one is, | trust that | have a
hope, if | did not, | would be much

more miserable thanlam. Another s,
I love to meet and mingle with those
who | believe are the children of God,
although manytimesl|feelasifitwere
no place for me, and that | am not
welcome among them. | many times
am made to feel as if they had no love
forme. Butlknow notwhere elsetogo
to receive real enjoyment, and | feel
like saying as did Ruth, “Entreat me
not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee,” &c. | also feel
that if this people knew me as | am, if
they knew my thoughts, they could
not possibly have any love for me,
and they would no longer have any
use for me. This road that | am travel-
ing, and in which | am beginning to
recognize the familiar objects by the
wayside as | am nearing my home, is
indicative that | am nearing my heav-
enly home, (lhope) and that the end of
this pilgrimage is drawing near, and
that this world is not my home. | feel
like saying with the poet, | am a pil-
grimandlam astranger, | cannottarry
but awhile, do not detain me, forl am
goingtowherethe streamlets are ever
flowing. While | do not wish to hasten
thetime of my departure, | do notwish
it to be postponed, but | wish to wait
with patience my Maker’s call, wait
until he says, Child, thy Father calls,
come home. | have no fear of death,
but believe it will be a happy deliver-
ance from this vile world of sin and
sorrow. There appears to be nothing
worth living for; it is better to be at
home with my God. My dearly beloved
wife and | have beenjourneyingalong
downthrough this pilgrimage together
happily over thirty-eight years, yet |
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find | am not traveling the same road
thatsheis.lamverymuchlikethe dog
that starts out to follow after his
master’s wagon through the country,
and instead of trotting along in the
road behind the wagon he is roving
over the fields or through the thicket
in search of game, and only when he
crosses the road over to the other
side to continue his hunt is he in the
road. Soitis with me,lam continually
goingin by and forbidden paths, grati-
fying the lusts of the flesh, and occa-
sionally | cross the road that | should
be traveling in, and am found on the
other side, still continuing my hunt
forsomething to gratify my sinful car-
nality. Thus does it appear that my
whole life has been spent, making
resolutions one after another to do
better in the future, only to be broken
as often as made.

My mindis carried back about forty-
eight years, or probably more, when
Elder Daniel L. Harding was pastor at
Southampton, who preached from the
text found in Deut. xxxii. 11, 12: “As
aneagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth
over heryoung, spreadethabroad her
wings, taketh them, beareth them on
her wings; so the Lord alone did lead
him, and there was no strange god
with him.” That sermon has come
home to me a great many times since.
lam told the eagle selects some crev-
ice among the rocks high up in the
cliffs to build her nest and rear her
young, and when they become old
enough and strong enough to fly, the
motherbird beginstotearupthenest,
tearing away a stick at a time. In the
language of the text, she stirreth up

her nest until they are compelled to
make an attempt to fly, but as their
first effort proves a failure they begin
to sink, and down, down they go, and
would be dashed to death upon the
rocks below, did not the mother dart
downunderneaththem andbearthem
upon her wings, as is said in the
language of the text. Thus does it
appear with me; my nest, soto speak,
that is, this carnal nest which | have
so often nestled in, has just as often
been stirred up, and at such times |
feel as if | were sinking down, down,
each time lower than the previous
one, and much deeperthan any other
mortal possibly can go, and if it were
not for his everlasting arm, which is
always ready to bear me up, | would
give up in despair; but that blessed
hope (although very small) still lin-
gers with me and holds me fast. O
what would become of me if | should
lose thathope? Butl have the blessed
assurance that this will never be, so
my poorsoul atsuchtimes is madeto
be still and know that my Redeemer
liveth.

Since writing the above | have been
reading afew letters in the last Signs,
and | find in each one many expres-
sions that seem to speak my feelings,
and describe my travels through this
pilgrimage here below so much better
and clearer than | am able to do. This
makes me feel as if | had better stop
and destroy the whole of it; but | have
written just as my mindwas led, and if
there is nothing in it interesting to
you, you may destroy it and attribute
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all to my ignorance of the whole mat-
ter. | hope you will overlook all my
shortcomings, which | know are nu-
merous. |knowitis impossible forme
to even think a good thought, much
less to act a good deed, unless di-
rected by my heavenly Father.

| fear | am wearying you with this,
but bear with me a little longer; it
appears as if | cannot get at what |
want in a satisfactory manner, but
hope you may be able to glean a little
of my thoughts and feelings. | know |
am only skimming over the surface,
not entering any depth as | wish, and
if | should go on and write as much
more | would not be able to tell the
half; like the queen of Sheba, the half
was not told her, as she said. | feel as
ifthis subjectis exhaustible, notermi-
nus to it; it matters not how much is
said orwritten upon this subject, there
is justas much leftas whenwe began,
in fact it seems to expand, and its
beauties seemtoloom up with greater
brilliancy. The noonday sun appears
gloomy when compared with its
effulgence.

But, my dear friend, | will close; |
find 1 am not capable of doing as |
would like. If you feel like answering
this, or can give me any comfort in
any way, | shall feel very thankful to
you forit. | feel as if | needed support
every day of my life, and perhaps the
Lord may be pleased to send through
you some message to me that will
prove a ‘“‘balm in Gilead’’ to my soul.

Ever your friend,
C.S. Fetter

MEETINGS

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

=] ursuanttotherequestofPigg
_j_ River Primitive Baptist Church,

)| aPresbyterymetat10:00 A.M.

Saturday on November 21, 1992 for
the examination of Brother R.W. Akers
if found qualified in accordance with
the written word of God, at the satis-
faction and discretion of the judge-
ment, ordain the above mentioned to
the full work of the office of Deacon.

The solemnity was begunwith prayer
by Elder Marvin Brumfield. All Elders
of our faith and order present consti-
tuted the Presbytery. Those present
were Elders: Lane Carter, Willard Cox,
W.T. Conner, Noel Conner, Junior
Conner, Marvin Brumfield and Larry
Hollandsworth.

Deacons present were as follows:
Herbert Dodson, Hancil Conner, Can-
ton Akers, Lawrence Myers, Grey
Ingram, Edwin Dyer, C.T. Abshire,
Clyde Johnson, Posey Poindexter,
H.D.Ingram,A.L. Shelton, Guy Holley,
Donald Agee, Hassell Hale, Nelson
Bryant, Jessie Tyree, IraPowell, John
Plunkett, Jamie Cooper, Woody
Young, James Holley, Woodrow
Abshire, Chester Haywood, Tommie
Lovell, F.W.Murphy, and Tiras Conner.

The Presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Lane Carteras modera-
tor; Jamie E. Cooper as Clerk; Elders
Noel Conner and W.T. Conner was
chosen to lead in the examination of
the candidate. Brother John A.
Plunkett having been duly appointed
by Pigg River Church, delivered
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Brother R.W. Akers to the presbytery.
Examination was made by Elder Noel
Conner and W.T. Conner and all
present Elders invited to participate
using Scripture reference 3 Chapter,
1st Timothy. The presbytery being
satisfied examination and answers
given by the candidate, administered
the laying on of hands, with the Ordi-
nation prayerbeing delivered by Elder
Larry Hollandsworth. The chargewas
delivered to the candidate by Elder
Junior Conner using Scriptural refer-
ence 4 chapter, 2nd Timothy, verse 1.

The Moderatorasked the Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brother R.W. Akers and the
right hand of fellowship was given.
The ordained Brother was delivered
back to the church as an ordained
Deacon of the Old School Primitive
Church at Pigg River Church.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the presbytery were read and ap-
proved. The presbytery was dismissed
with prayer by Elder Willard Cox.

Elder Lane Carter, Moderator
Jamie E. Cooper, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOROCTOBER 1992
Mrs. James Burgin, TX ............. $2.00
Mrs. Rachel J. Green, WV ........... 2.00
Mrs. Reba Wise, TX......ccccccnununne 2.00
Mrs. H.W. Jones, SC ...........cueee 2.00
R.L.Fleenor, TN ....cccceciiniiniinennnnns 7.00
Mrs. Velma Estelle, AR ............... 2.00
Mrs. Beulah Nichols, VA ............. 2.00

Joe L. Hamrick, TX ....ccnnninanane 12.00
Dale Haygood, TX .......cccccceenneeen. 2.00
Hassel Allen,NC ...........ccceuuueeen 10.00
Mrs. Frances Townley, AR.......... 7.00
J. Allen Carroll, NC ..................... 2.00
Mrs. Hazel F. Jackson,NC........... 2.00

Mrs. Warnard Locke, KY

In memory of Warnard Locke .....5.00

OBITUARIES

BERLINE COX

r=m| odinhis infinite wisdom has

kj seen fit to remove from our
Bail| midst our esteemed and be-
loved brother, Berline Cox. He was
born to the late Franklin and Isabell
Oakley on May 23, 1931 and died on
July 19,1992. He was marriedtoNorma
Smith in 1945 and to this Union were
born two children, a boy and a girl.
BrotherBerline is survived by his wife
Norma, his son Danny Noah, his
daughter Betty Jean, one sister Mrs.
Alice Manning and three grand chil-
dren.

Brother Berline was a gentle and
kind person one who extended his
handtothose in need. Heloved peace
and tried to never offend anyone. He
was afirm believerin Salvation by the
Grace of God and on a confession of
faith, he joined Hancocks Church on
September 14,1974 and filled his seat
regular unless providently hindred.
Heloved the churchand the members
and could be found, at church meet-
ing time, at the door of the church,
greeting the people as they entered.
He not only attended his church but
visited many others of the same faith
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and order. He was blessed to attend
his home church on the day that he
died that night. He was ordained a
-deacon of the church in August 14,
1982 and God blessed him to perform
the duties of this office faithfully.

His funeral was held at Farmers Fu-
neral Homein Ayden, N.C. by his pas-
tor, Elder J.L. Sawyer in the presence
of many relatives and friends, and He
was laid to rest in the Cox Cemetery
there to await the resurrection.

We shall miss Brother Berline but
feel that our loss is his eternal gain.
May God bless the bereaved family is
our prayer.

Done by order of the churchwhilein
regular session of conference.

Elder J.L. Sawyer, Moderator
Nina B. McLawhorn, Clerk

BROTHER FRANK HALL

wal ith sorrow for our loss but

3| joy for his eternal gain we
=AM record the death of our dear
friend and brother in Christ, Frank
Clifford Hall, on July 5, 1992, follow-
ing alengthy iliness. He was 61 years
old at the time of his departure.

Brother Hall was born in Patrick
County, Virginia on April 21, 1931, a
son ofthe late George Halland Beadie
Hopkins Hall Craddock. He was a vet-
eran of the Korean War and a long-
time employee of Bassett Furniture
Industries.

He was first married to Catherine
Ahern, by whom he had two children:

Frank William Hall of Myrtle Beach,
S.C.and Mary Lou Hall of Martinsville,
Va.InNovember 1966 he was unitedin
marriage to Estelle Koger, who sur-
vives him. His othersurvivorsinclude
two half-brothers Charlie Hall of
Modesto, Calif. and Curtis Hall of
Martinsville; two sisters Everine
Chaney of Stuart and Mae Chaney of
Ferrum; one half-sister, Ethel Greer of
Ferrum; his two children.

Inthe mid 1950’s Brother Hall joined
Charity Church by experienceandwas
baptized by the late Elder J.G.L. Hash.
Onthefirst Sundayin October1969 he
was received by Liberty Church and
was rebaptized by the late Elders
Bennie Cliftonand Ben Martin. Hewas
a loyal and faithful member the bal-
ance of hislife, attending often during
the afflictions of his last days.

His funeral service was conducted
at Collins Funeral Home Chapel by
Elders Bernice Joyce and John
Wingfield and Pastor Eugene Koger.
His mortal body was laid to rest inthe
CenterPrimitive Baptist ChurchCem-
etery.

Be it resolved: first, that we extend
our heartfelt sympathy to Sister Hall
and the other members of his family;
and second, that we prepare three
copies of his obituary, with one to be
includedinourchurchrecords, oneto
be given to his family and one to be
submitted to the Signs of the Times
for publication.

Done by order of Liberty Church in
Conferencethe 1stday of August1992.

Elder John T. Wingfield, Moderator
Paul Puckett, Clerk
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ELDER AMOS |. HASH

pradl Lord give me a quiet and
{ B 3| peaceful hourinwhichtodie”
Bt | This | feel sure was granted
our dear Brother, Pastor and Friend
on July 17, 1992 when it pleased the
God of Heaven to call Elder Amos |.
Hash from his labors here in this time
world. Elder Hash was the son of the
late Elder J.G.L. Hashand Mrs. Nannie
S.Hash,bornJune8,1916 making his
stay here a few days over 76 years.
ElderHashis survived by his devoted
wife of more than 48 years AnitaHash
of Ferrum, Va. Also by three children,
one daughter Brenda Hash Fariss,
Buffalo Junction, Va. two sons Lane
Hash, Sorrento, La. Phillip Hash,
Ferrum, Va. Also four grand daugh-
ters and four grandsons. He is also
survived by one brother John Hash,
Nashville, Tenn. four sisters Ora Tho-
mas, Stuart, Va. Gustava Sutphin,
Hyattsville, MD. Ruth Jones and Vir-
ginia Hash both of Ferrum, Va.

Elder Hash lived most of his life in
Franklin County, Va.exceptforashort
period oftimeinLee County. After this
period of time he moved back to his
native county tolive out the remainder
of his days. Elder Hash was a veteran
of World Warlland he was retired from
J.P. Stevens Co.

In December 1954 he was received
into the fellowship of Long Branch
Primitive Baptist Church upon con-
fession of faith and the reason for his
hope, inJan. 1955 he was baptized by
his father. He was soonchosen Church
Clerk which office he held for several
years. In May 1959 he was ordained to

the office of Deacon. For many years
prior to this date he was burdened
with visions of the ministry. In June
1959 Brother Amos began his labors
in the ministry. He was soon granted
liberty to exercise his gift where ever
the Lord cast his lot. He was ordained
to the full work of the gospel ministry
in Sept. 1961.

He served his home church from
1961 till his death, at the time of his
death he was also serving Knob and
Rocky Mount Churches. Bro. Amos
alsoservedBell Spur Churchformany
years. He visited many churches and
associations of our faith and order
preaching salvation by grace. Bro.
Amos was elected Clerk of the Smith
River Association in Sept. 1959. He
served this office until he was elected
Moderatorin Sept. 1984 which he faith-
fully served until his death.

Funeral services were conducted
July 19,1992 at Flora Funeral Chapel,
Rocky Mount, Va.with ElderHale Terry,
Elder H.W. Wray and Elder Clarence
Stone officiating. He was laid torest in
Pigg River Primitive Baptist Church
Cemetery to await the summons
‘““Come Ye biest of my Father inherit
the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.” We be-
lieve that Bro. Amos is at complete
rest. He will be missed by many and
especially by the writer but we believe
ourlossis his eternal gain. May we all
be madereconciled to His willfor God
knows them that are His.

May a copy be given the family, one
forthe Signs of the Times for publica-
tion and one retained for our Church
records. Done by order of LongBranch
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Church in conference Oct. 3, 1992.
Humbly submitted inlove and hope by
W.G. Parsons.

Clarence Stone, Moderator
W.G. Parsons, Clerk
Nelson Nester, Asst. Clerk

PSAILM 23.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in
thepathsofrighteousness for hisname's
sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
Jor thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

ELAH L. HEARNE

x ==d| lah L. Hearne was born No-
ey :ff-'.v vember 2, 1899, the 6th child

] ofthe late Robert B.and Nora
H Balley She died October 24, 1992,
of heart failure at the home of her
daughter, Nancy Harris. Her husband,
the late Thomas M. Hearne died in
1978.

Sister Elah was a member of Little
Creek Old School Baptist Church near
Delmar, Del. where she had attended
since she was a very young girl. She
was a faithful member and a firm be-

liever in salvation by grace, and her

trust was in the Lord. She will be
missed by herchurch and other sister

churches of this area, as well as her
relatives and all who knew her.

She was a jolly person with a great
sense of humor, always ready to re-
late some childhood experiences
about tricks her brothers and sisters
played on each other when they were
growing up, andshe could always tell
some kind of a humorous or witty
story. She enjoyed entertainingin her
home, but when she was no longer
ableto have dinners, she would invite
churchfolks orrelatives fora covered
dish dinnerat the home of her son-in-
law and daughter, Morris and Nancy
Harris.

Besides her daughter, Nancy of
Delmar, Del., she is survived by an-
other daughter, Marian Lee Gordy of
Laurel, Del., a sister Pattie Krewatch,
and a brother, Robert Bailey, both of
Delmar, Del., afoster brother, Leonard
Bailey of Wilmington, Del., 12 grand-
children and 13 great-grandchildren.
Ason,Robert Alexander Hearne, died
in 1983.

Her funeral was conducted at the
Short Funeral Home, Delmar, Del. by
her pastor, Elder C.B. Davis and her
bodywas buried at Little Creek Church
Cemetery beside her husband.

Sister Elah’s earthly journey cov-
ered nearly 93 years, and | think she
fully believed thatthe Lord givethand
the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the
name of the Lord.

Elsie R. Huston, Clerk
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FRANK THEODORE SIMPKINS

=a| rother Frank Simpkins was

‘--‘f, born in Bluefield, West Vir-
Bl ginia March2, 1903. He was
the son of the late Jessie Wade and
CoraFrench Simpkins. Thefamily later
moved to Roanoke, Virginia where
Brother Frank was reared in a Primi-
tive Baptist home. The Lord saw fit to
call our Brother from this low ground
of sin and sorrow on June 7, 1992 at
the age of 89.

Heis survived by his wife EllaConner
Simpkins, one daughter, two sons,
five grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. He was a printer by
tradeand was retired fromthe Federal
Housing Authority, Washington, D.C.
in 1962. During his tenure of service
with the Federal government, Brother
Frankand his wife, SisterElla, resided
in Manassas, Virginia but moved to
Roanoke, Virginia in August, 1968.

He was received into fellowship of
the DanRiver Primitive Baptist Church
on August 21, 1982. To all the church
family who knew Brother Frank, he
was a lovely member; a person with
such awonderful countenance -loyal
to his church, a believer of the Truth
and one who was often heard saying
while he was sick, ‘I love the Breth-
ren; the Doctrine; if God loves us that
will be enough -1 believe He does’’. He
would often sing the beautiful hymns
of Zion and pray. The writer feels so
blessed to have known this Brother. |
remember the seat he took in church
and the joy which shown on his face
while he was able to attend the meet-
ings. When he became physically un-

abletoattend, the absence saddened
him. Nevertheless, he kept the faith
andtook his sufferings in stride. Most
often he, or Sister Elia, would cali to
say that they would be unable to at-
tend the meeting butto give theirlove
to the members and friends and teli
them they missed them.

Brother Frank loved for the mem-
bers and friends to visit his home.
Visitors were always made to feel
welcome and loved and his conversa-
tion quickly revolved around his God
and the blessings he felt he had re-
ceived. Our Brother shall be missed
by all who knew and loved him.

Brother Frank’s funeral was held a
Oakey’s South Chapel on June 10,
1992 and was conducted by his be-
loved pastor, Elder Kenneth Key.
Burial was in Rest Vale Cemetery at
Salem Church, Floyd County, Virginia.
May our loss be his eternal gain.

Written by request of Dan River
Church.

Bob R. and John S. Collie, Jr.
November 21, 1992

ST. JOHN 17 : 1-3.

These words spake Jesus, and lifted
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Fa-
ther, the hour is come; glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee:

As thou hast given him power over
all flesh, that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou hast given him.

And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.
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THE END OF THE PATHWAY

When we come to the end of the pathway,
When the last weary step has been taken,
And the steeps of this land are no more
When there’s no longer need to strive :
upward,
Nomoretortumusheightstbascend,
Tl‘lenthepathwaythatleadsupto
-Heaven :
Hascometoitsglorwusend.

When the last rugged peak is ascended,
The last_fearful storm over past,

To the weary one, then sweet deliverance,
To rest in His bosom at last.

When our souls are received up in glory,
To sigh and to su_ﬂ'er no more,

Then well sing with a glad Hallelujah,
All pain, and all weariness o'er.

Till then we will press on with patience,
The race though so toilsome and long;
We will strive ever onward and upward,
Cheering our sad hearts with song.

With our Lord close beside thmugh the
night-time,

With renewed pace we then hasten on;
And the trials of this wearisome pathway
Shall end on that beautiful Dawn.

" Mrs. W. J. Berry
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EDITORIAL

gl e shall try
Y&l again as
' £l we’ve been
- asked, to write some
- of our thoughts on a
" following scripture.

That not by our knowl-
edge, but by faith, some thought will
be to some one’s comfort.

First may we lista scripture foundin
Matt. 10: 18-20 “And ye shall be
brought before governors and
kings for my sake, for a testimony
against them and the Gentiles,

ELDER J. R. WILLIAMS

Butwhen theydeliver you up, take

no thought how or what ye shall
speak: for it shall be given you in
that same hour what ye shall
speak. For it is not ye that speak,

but the Spiritof your Father which
speaketh in you.”

This very attempt to write seems to
me to trust not in the ability of the
creature, but try our faith in God. Do
we lack faith as we go speaking? Do
we prepare a sermon? |, at least go
most of my time in fear, what have | to
present, and we know before hand
nothing. I've been amazed to speak
thoughts | never had until that time
while standing and again having dif-
ferent thoughts after sitting down.
Maybe this isn’t the way of one called
of God. I've never been sure of this,
but this one thing | think | know, my
path leads me in a way | knew not
before. While | could beg for a
smoother path, | can’t ask for it to
change, can you?

Such has the Lord’s people gone in
every generation, | believe, wanting to
know what’s ahead. We ministers, if
indeed | am in that number, go seek-
ing and searching as we stand before
a God fearing people, afraid many
times to go, feeling to have nothing,
yet fearful not to attempt when asked.
We never know the mind of God. He
has declared that His thoughts and
His ways are as far above ourthoughts
and ourway, as the heavens are above
the earth. Isn’t this, if the above text
was given in a natural sense, alsoina
spiritual way to all that fear His name,
you are only a mouth piece for God.
Men in their speaking as well as writ-
ing would like to know what’s ahead,
what man might say about it, think
about it longer, research etc., that is
man’s way. If the thoughts or words
orwriting is directed of God, can it be
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wrong? ‘“For it is not ye that speak,
but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you.”

An elder once asked me to write
some. | answered | couldn’t, He said,
don’t say no if you've never tried, you
don’t know. We may take notes or
memorize a long sermon or article
and still be of no value to those that
are searching for that God instilled
truth. Those apostles had to be in-
spired, what food they carried for the
sheep was from God, and so it still is
today. The minister or under-shep-
herd is only the carrier. Let us all be
blessed not to try to add natural food
to spiritual manna, it won’t mix, if so it
would spoil that of the spirit by pollu-
tion. He said we’ll be hated of the
world if we be His. Are we drawing
- closer to the world in our manner, or
closer to the commandment of God.
“Think not what ye shall speak.” May
His grace abide.

Elder J. R. Williams

CORRESPONDENCE

Brother Bill and Sister Mable:

yrem| nother year has passed and

Q| we have only grown older.
L] Since Elder Preston’s pass-
ing a year ago we have not attended
church for lack of a pastor. But are
blessed to feel the Lord’s presence
from time to time so we know that his
promise to not forsake his little ones
is as true today as it was to those to
whom he spoke almost 2000 years
ago. :

Ingospel bonds,
Lloyd and Florence Spikes
Elgin, Oregon

ARTICLES

LAZARUS AND THE RICH MAN
LUKE 16: 19-31

uch has been said and writ-
ten concerning this parable,
i and the Lord willing, | will
glve some of my thoughts and what |
feel it teaches.

1. Verse 19: “There was a certain
richman, whichwas clothed in purple
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously
every day.” This is the state of all
those who are rich in this world’s
goods. Also, they that are rich in their
own righteousness and feel they need
not the help of the Lord, in providing
the means of their own salvation. The
purple and fine linen represents their
own works and self-righteousness
which has been provided by their own
efforts. And for the most part, they
have much of this world’s goods and
temporal blessings, which they de-
pend on to get them to heaven. They
pay tithes to what they call “‘giving to
theLord,” but the fact is that nothing
canbegiventothe Lord, foralithings
are already his, and he said “ifIwas a
hungered | would not ask you.” And
“what his soul desireththat he doeth.”
AndPaulsaidin1st Connthlans Chap-
ter 1, “Not many mighty, not many
nobleare called.” So thisindividual to
his own satisfaction, has all that he
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feels he needs to meet the require-
ments of being the Lord’s disciple.

2. Verse 20 & 21: “And there was a
certain beggar named Lazarus, which
was laid at his gate, full of sores, and
desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table:
moreover, the dogs came and licked
his sores.” Here we have a poor child
of God, who in the early days of his
realizing his helpless and ruined con-
dition, that is willing to try anything to
relieve his afflictions, and in this con-
dition being so destitute, he grabs at
straws so to speak. He felt to be the
chiefest of sinners, undone without
hope and God in the world. Even the
dogs came and licked his sores. Here
we have the “do-gooders” or “miser-
able comforters’ who came to Job in
his afflicted condition. In substance,
they were saying, if you will just do
this or that, then your troubles will go
away. But they could not reach his
case. When Job was afflicted in a
similar condition, and his “so-called”
friends came to offer help, he spoke to
them in this manner: “But ye are forg-
ers of lies, ye are physicians of no
value.” (Job. 13:4). Nevertheless re-
lief was to come to poor Lazarus, but
man could do nothing for him.

3. Verses 22 & 23: “And it came to
pass, that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and
was buried; and in hell he lifted his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom.” The poor beggar, Lazarus,
having his trials and afflictions in this
life, when he died was carried by the

angels into Abraham’s bosom. We read
this scripture, ‘“And | say unto you,
that many shall come from the east
and west, and shall sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matth. 8: 11
words of Jesus.) Note the difference
in the place where each one went -
Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom and the
rich man was buried. Also, Jesus told
the thief on the cross, ‘“today shalt
thou be with me in paradise.” When
the rich man died and was buried, a
different situationthan that of Lazarus,
who was taken to Abraham’s bosom.
Itis said ‘‘in hell he lifted up his eyes,
beingintorments.” Rightthen he real-
ized the torments of being in hell, afar
off from where Lazarus was. The rep-
robate feel their torment and in my
opinion, they have a certain knowl-
edge of their punishment and also a
certain knowledge of the joys of the
righteous. For the rich man saw
Lazarus afar off in Abraham’s bosom.
Inthis life, their situations arereversed.
The reprobate have plenty-feel noneed
of anything, do not even feel the need
of mercy, but always have the good
things of this life, but lack thatrich life
of being with the Lord Jesus in heaven.
But the Lord’s people are poor and
afflicted in this life, and as the poet
said “poor and afflicted Lord are thine,
among the great unfit to shine.” No,
they do not shine among the great of
this world. Yet they trustinthe Lord to
be with them and he will in all circum-
stances, though at times we feel as
David did on one occasion “has the
Lord clean gone forever?’ They will
never, most of them, be blessed with
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greatriches inthis world’s goods. But
they are the richest people on the face
of the earth, having the Lord’s rich
mercy, grace and love.

4. Verse 24: “‘And he (the rich man)
cried and said Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for | am in tor-
ments in this flame.” We also read
“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off;
it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed than having two hands to go
into hell, into the fire that never shall
be quenched: where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched.”
(Mark 9: 47, 48). Surely hell is a place
of everlasting punishment as heaven
is a place of everlasting life. Thefire is
not quenched - means it never goes
out. This is not a place for the Lord’s
people atany time, eventhoughinthis
life they have many trials and afflic-
tions, but they are not everlasting.
They shall never perish nor be con-
sumed. Now the rich man did refer to
Abraham as his father, but this was in
the sense he was of Abraham’s lin-
eage, and he was not his spiritual
Father. We read the scripture - “They
answered and said unto him, Abraham
is our Father. Jesus saith unto them, if
ye were Abraham’s children, ye would
do the works of Abraham. But now ye
seek to kill me, a man that hath told
you the truth, which | have heard of

God: this did not Abraham.” (John 8:

39, 40). So you see, though they were
natural descendants of Abraham, they
did notdo the works of Abraham; orin
other words, they did things Abraham
did not do.

5. Verses 25 & 26: But Abraham
said, Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime received thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tor-
mented. And beside all this, between
us and you there is a great gulf fixed:
so that they which would pass from
hencetoyoucannot; neither canthey
pass to us, that would come from
thence.” This seems to settle the mat-
ter - Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom
(paradise) and the rich man in tor-
ments (hell). Evenifthey would, there
is a great gulf fixed (yes’ fixed by the
eternal decrees of God.) God in his
determinate counsel and foreknowl-
edge, and by his eternal election of
his people to eternal glory, has deter-
mined the destination of all mankind.
And because He changes not, and
what hedoes is done forever, as given
in this scripture: ‘I know that, what-
soever God doeth, it shall be for ever;
nothing can be put toit, nor any thing
taken from it: and God doeth it, that
men should fear before him. That
which hath been is now; and that
which is to be hath aiready been; and
God requireth that which is past.”
(Eccles. 3: 14-15). Also, “For |l am the
Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons
of Jacob are not consumed.” (Mal.
3:6). There is no way by which a child
of God can goaway intotorments; nor
any way by which a child of the devil
can go away into eternal life and joy.
God’s decrees are sure and certain.
There is a remnant according to the
election of grace, and those that were
not embraced by that election and
choice before the world began, will go
away into everlasting punishment, pre-
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paredforthedeviland his angels.lam
unable to conceive at any time that
God’s childrenare intorments, where
the worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched. ‘

6. Verses 27- 30 “Then he said, |
pray thee therefore, father, that thou
- wouldest send him to my father’s
house; forl have five brethren: thathe
may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.
Abraham saith, unto him, They have
Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them. And he said, Nay, father
Abraham; but if one went unto them
from the dead, they will repent. And
he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither.will
they be persuaded, though one rose
from the dead.” Just what the five

brethren represents | cannot say,

though I have heard several different
versions of what they represent. But
Abraham gave the rich man assur-
ance, thatiftheywould nothear Moses
and the prophets, neither would they
be persuaded though one rose from
the dead. True repentance only comes
one way and through the Lord Jesus
Christ. The gifts and calling of God
-are without repentance; that is, you
receive the gift and calling first and
that then brings about repentance.
- Many people witnessed the death,
burial and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, but the fact they beheld these
things with the natural eye, and saw
him in person, heard him speak on
many occasions - thisinitself was not
‘the means by which one would be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. You
remember on one occasion when he

was talkingtothe Jews andthey asked

him how long dost thou make us to
doubt, heanswered them in this man-
ner: “Jesus answered them, Itold you,
and ye believed not: the works that i
do in my Father’s name, they bear
witness of me. But ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep, as |
said untoyou, My sheep hearmy voice,
and | know them, and they follow me;
and | give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my hand.
My Father which gave them me, is
greaterthan all; and nomanis ableto
pluck them out of my Father’s hand. |
and my Father are one.” John 10: 24-
30). As Jesus told Nicodemus, ‘“Mar-
vel notthatlsaid untothee, ye mustbe

- bornagain. The wind bloweth where it

listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but cannot tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the spirit.”
(John 3: 7-8). And no man can come
unto me except my Father whichis in
heaven draw him. “So itis not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth mercy.” (Ro-
mans 9:16).

Inconclusion, as previously stated,
it is inconceivable that the elect or
chosen of God shall at any time be in

_torments, or experience the wrath of

God as did the rich man. While in this

life, Lazarus had many trials and af-

flictions, but was comforted being in
Abraham’s bosom. David said, “Many
are the affliction of the righteous, but
the Lord delivereth him out of them
all.” (Psalms 34:19). There is no indi-

“cationinthis parable thatthe richman

everexperienced afterdeath, anything
other than torments.
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By the grace of God | am what | am,
and may the Lord’s name ever be
glorified by His children in this life. |
know, at most, | only have a few more
years in this life, but one thing l know,
the Truth | have endeavoredto defend
by the grace of God, will stand for-
ever. Farewell vain world, I'm going
home, My Saviour bids me come,

Sweet Angels beckon from on high,

then O how sweet to die.
Just a poor sinner saved by grace.

Elder Robert L. Miles
Plant City, Florida

“EXPERIENCE”
Dear Ones that | love,
ay the Lord give me strength

8l and words to write a few
3| things that have taken place

in my life which give me a reason for

my hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I felt for some time | was a most
peculiar person and no one couid have
the thoughts that | had or act like me.
| was a sinner-and there was nothing |
could do but beg the Lord for mercy.

Intheyear 1932 ldreamedlwasina
crowd of people. A bright star slipped
over the crowd and some way it was
made known to me that the star was
senttome. As the star begantoleave,
itlooked like a mourning veil lifted off
of me and went with the star. This was
apleasant dreamandlwondered what
itmeant. Sometime lateritcametome
thatmy sins were forgiven,whichgave
me great relief.

I loved being with the Primitive Bap-
tist people and hearing them talk of
God and His mercy. | felt that | would
loveto have ahome with them. Iwanted
so much to be baptized but felt | was
not worthy and must keep this to my-
self.

As time went on the desire to be
baptized became stronger and stron-
ger. When | was outside of the house
| would think when | go inside | would
tell Mama how | felt and she could tell
me ifitwas my imagination but | could
never seem to tell her.

My father was sick and the Brethren
came to our house and held services
for him. He was received into the

. church and it seemed the time had

come that | must tell them part of what
| have written. | was received also and
baptized August 22, 1936 with my
membership at Laurel Creek. | have
enjoyed many happy seasons but have
had many doubts about myself. | can-
not do the things that I should, but do
and say the things that | should not. |
have no doubt where my strength
comes from. The Lord has been so
good to me.

OnFebruary 14,1988, | feltsobad in
different ways. | was on my bed early
in the morning when a scene came
before me. First it was an object that
did not look very good, but a voice
spoke and said, ‘‘Get behind me Sa-
tan” and then it was gone. Then a.
beautiful object appeared before me.
A voice said, “We have come to be
with you and comfort you”, then it
disappeared. The memory of this is
still with me giving me much comfort
attimes. It seemed to me that the first
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was the devil and the second was the
Angels.

I have experienced some things that
seemed very hard at the time but later
| could see that it was for my good. |
have had many blessings from the
hand of the Lord for which | hope | am
thankful.

| cannot write or tell it all as | would
like but may He have all of the praise
for now and always.

A Sister in Christ | hope.
Annie Reed

VOICES OF THE PAST

As found in the first pages of Elder
Lamberts book, “Tried In The Furnace”

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

n the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.
2l Hesominutely numberedthe
generations, set the bounds of their
habitations and destined their paths,
companions and maneuvers that |,
Elbert Jefferson Lambert, should
make my natural appearance on Sep-
tember 28, 1906 as the firstborn son of
Charles B. and IdaBurchfield Lambert
near Amity, Arkansas. | am the oldest
of four children born to that union. My
grandfather, father and | were born
within one half mile of each other.
| came up the “hard” way. My father
was physically weak, suffered much,
and metmany hardships tryingto “eke
out a living” on a little rocky farm in
Clark County, Arkansas. He was very

zealous, but because of physical
handicaps, was unable to realize his
ambitions.

i received my early education at Eim
School and Amity High School. It be-

came necessary that | stop my pursuit
fora higher education in order to help
support our family. Therefore, | ac-
quired a teaching license and began
teaching school in my sixteenth year.
| taught my first school at Dobyville,
near Okolona, Arkansas in 1922-23. |
taught at Dobyville, Hickory Grove,
Lenox, Alpine, EIm and Cedar Bluff,
all in Clark County, Arkansas, for the
next few years. | was politically in-
clined and made every effort possible
to become acquainted with all the
people of that county.

When | was about seventeen years
of age, | became a member of the
Shiloh Church of Christ (Kelly divi-
sion of Missionary Baptists) and be-
ganteaching Sunday School classes.
I can well remember my first ‘‘testi-
mony’’ given in a “testimonial meet-
ing” at Shiloh Church. | quoted John
3:16 and explaineditto the best of my
ability. The brethren began at onceto
solicit me to enter the ministry. As a
resultof myattempts in speaking upon
religious subjects, | was ordained to
the work of ministry by order of Shiloh
church while yet in my “teens.”

I pursued the vocations of preach-
ing, teaching, and farming several
years. All this afforded me opportu-
nity to give vent to my great zeal and
high ambitions. | was very conscien-
tious in everything | attempted. Con-
tinuous study and strenuous activi-
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ties in early life had its lasting effect
upon my nervous system.

OnNovember17,1928 | was married
to Myrtle Hancock, daughter of Mr.
~ and Mrs. Tom Hancock, granddaugh-
ter of the late Elder J.H. Langston, of
Alpine, Arkansas. She gave birth to
our only son, Charles Thomas, on
April 6, 1930. She was immediately
possessed of pneumonia and de-
parted this life May 3, 1930. | adored
her so greatly that the shock of losing
my companion drove me to the point
of insanity.

The year 1930 was an epochal year
inmy life. All earthly possessions were
taken from me and debts accumu-
lated. My health was impaired for life
and my ambitions thwarted. Confi-
dence in myself was destroyed and |
was forced to give up teaching. Three
cars were wrecked and | was made to
“look up to see the bottom.” Little did
| know that behind a frowning provi-
dence was the smile of a gracious
God! In that same year (1930) a son
was born, Jesus appeared as my Sav-
ior, and | was added to Cedar Hill
Primitive Baptist Church of Christ near
Amity, Arkansas. | was baptized by
Elder A.D. Wall and began to be exer-
cised as a minister of God’s grace in
the same year.

Four years were spent wholly in the
college of tribulations located in the
Furnace of Affliction. The relief | expe-
rienced during this time was during
the fleeting moments in communion
with God and my brethren. | could
never adjust myself to fit in the home
of my father and mother who were
keeping my son. | could not feel at

home anywhere and felt this would
always be the case. | did not think |
would ever marry again because | felt
unable to assume the responsibility
as the head of a family and thatwould
never be able to love anyone else
enough to engage her companion-
ship for life. | was mistaken in this
idea. -

| met and married Dessie Mae Wil-
liams, daughter of Leander and Mary
E. Williams of Dalark, Arkansas, in the
year 1934. The wedding was solem-
nized by Elder John T. Everett, No-
vember 18, 1934. This gave me a new
lease on life. The Lord blessed us with
mutual love to the extent that she was
and is a real, true companion to me.

| was ordained to the officeship of

‘elder by order of Cedar Hill Church,

while the South Arkansas Primitive
Baptist Association was in session
withWhitewater Church, nearFordyce,
Arkansas, third Saturday in Septem-
ber, 1934. We lived at Dalark, Arkan-
sas for some time and | assisted in
serving churches in that vicinity for
several years. New Hope Church of
Near Hope, Arkansas, was the first
church | attempted to serve as pastor
without assistance of other brethren.

We have had our place of residence
atDalark, Camden, Cullendale, Hamp-
ton, Tinsman, and Calion, Arkansas
as well as Lillie, Louisiana before
moving to Winnsboro, Texas in 1949.
| re-entered the teaching profession
during the period of World Warilwhen
there was a shortage of teachers and
took the responsibility of principal, -
Tinsman High School, Tinsman, Ar-
kansas and taught in the high school
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there four years. With exception of
this | have devoted my time to serving
churches and visiting the brethren in
the different sections of the country
from 1934 until the presenttime (1955).
I have visited churches in the states of
Arkansas, Alabama, California, Dela-
ware, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland,
Mississippi, New Jersey, North Caro-
lina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Texas, Tennessee, Virginia
and Washington as well as inthe prov-
ince of Ontario, Canada. | am now

attempting to serve four churches as |

pastor; Hopewell and Good Hope
Churches near Winnsboro, Texas;
Paran nearHawkins, Texas; and Bethel
near ElDorado, Arkansas.

Elder E.J. Lambert

“So likewise ye, when ye shall
have done all those things which
are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants: we have
done that which was our duty to
do.” - Luke xvii. 10.

~1| he lesson taught in these
words of our Savior to his
] disciples is that in nothing
can we be of profit to the Almighty;
and some reflections growing out of
this are in my mind this morning to
speak about. It seems exceeding hard
to divest our minds of the idea of
human meritinwhat we may do orsay.
We even turn the special gifts of God
into occasions whereby to exalt our-
selves, as though we had originated
them, and out of our own storehouses

had offered gifts to God whereby his
infinite fullness had been added to.
And so again and again we are re-
minded in the Scriptures of our de-
pendence and unprofitableness, that
our pride may be humbled and our
vainglorying silenced.

Jesus had just before spoken to his
disciples of faith which could work
miracles; and faith always does work
miracles, in the sense that it always
does what sense or reason or human
power can never accomplish. But
though faith is itself the gift of God,
the fruit of the Spirit, and being of
divine origin works with divine power,
so that human power is all excluded
from any participation in the matter,
yet we are all the time saying, “My
hand hath wrought this great work,
and my wisdom hath planned it;”’ and
therefore Jesus proceeds to remind
the disciples that after having done
the mightest works which faith can
produce, they were not to boast them-
selves, as though they were
thankworthy, or were in any way prof-
itable to their Maker. Yea, more than
this; so far would they be even then
from putting God under obligations to
them, that he would have a right to
demand still more service at their
hands. After they have plowed the
ground or fed the cattle, he still has a
right to demand that they shall gird
themselves and wait upon him at his
table; and even then they deserve no
thanks. If afterward they sit down and
eat, it is of his bounty, for which they
are bound to return him thanks.

it must not be forgotten that this
parable was spoken toeastern people,
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the whole structure of whose society
is different from ours. Their idea was,
and is, that servants are bound to
render all demanded service to their
masters. In our day and land, where
the relations of men to each other are
different, any such service rendered

from one to another would most fre- .

quently be met by the courteous
phrase, “l thank you.” But such an
expression would be entirely foreign
to all the ideas of eastern nations.
There, a master would never think of
thus acknowledging a service ren-
dered by a servant. The master does
not consider himself under any obli-
gations to the servant, but the servant
owes all his life and powers to him;
and it is of his bounty if the servant
receives his daily bread. Now the Sav-
ior uses this condition of things as a
parable, and by it presents our rela-
tion to God. So likewise ye, after that
ye have done all that is commanded
you, count yourselves unprofitable
servants.

1st. We are the creation of God. He
has made us, and not we ourselves.
He is the only self-existent Being, the
only Being of whom eternity can be
predicated. We owe our existence to
his will. We are, because he is, and
because he willed that we should be.
Surely the creature must receive all.
He can:by no means render anything
to his Creator. Therefore, when we

have done all his will,- we have only

answered the end for which he cre-
ated us; we have only rendered back
to him that which came out of his own
hand. In the Scriptures man is often
said to have robbed God, but never to

have added anything to him. He said,
“If | were hungry, | would not tell thee: -
for the world is mine and the fullness
thereof.” - Psalm 1. 12 See also the
connection. As God has made us, we
ourselves are his; and as he has cre-
ated every power within us, and all -
that we have, these things are also
his; and so neither our persons nor
our works can profit him anything, or
deserve any thanks from him. )
2d. It is God that upholds us and
preserves us. “In him we live, and
move, and have ourbeing.” - Acts xvii.
28. He gives us our breath, and up-
holds us by the word of his power. -
Acts xvii. 25; Hebrews i. 3. How little
conscious of all this are we! Yet he is
so close to us that:we exist in him, act
in him, and without his presence we
should perish.-He has made ‘us in

.ordertodo his willinus and by us, and

daily he renews our strength. Each -
daily breath is proof of his continued
sustaining power. If he withdraw, we
shall cease not only to live, but we

.shall cease to be. Therefore all our

service of praise and obedience is
only the expression of power from
God, every instantimparted to us, that
we may be kept in life. We have there-
fore puthim under no obligationtous. .
3d. Not only has he created us, and -
daily preserved us in existence, but
he gives us all things. Man in his
vanity gathers the fruits of his hus-
bandry into his barns; with the profits.
of his labor he builds houses, and
purchases the comforts and luxuries
of life. By his learning and wit he gains
a great name among men, and he
says, ‘‘See what my power hath




36

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

wrought!” Vain thought! Who gave
him mental and physical power? Who
sent down the heat of the sun and the
showers of the early and latter rain
upon the seed which he has sown?
Who gave life to the seed, and pre-
pared the soil in which it grew? Who
saved it from mildew and rust and
blight? Who gave favoring gales and
smooth seas to his ships? Who kept
his houses from the storm or fire?
What has he that he has notreceived?
-Johniii. 27. Why boasts he as though
he had not received it? How little we
live in a realizing sense of the con-
stant providence of God! He is the
Giver of all. Ifany streams flow back to
him, they are but seeking the place
from whence they came out. If every
river flows into the ocean, wherein is
the ocean profited? Does it thank the
rivers? Their cheerful and mighty and
beneficent flow can continue nolonger
than old ocean wills. God in his im-
mensity is the ocean, and all we do
and say in his service are but the
return of him of what he gives; there-
fore he owes us nothing. We cannot
borrow from him to pay the debt which
we already owe him. Therefore, from
these three considerations it is mani-
fest that we canyield him nothing. We
are unprofitable servants if our whole
lives are his.

4th But we have to do with sin and
sinners. We have notrendered him his
own. We have denied his power and
goodness, and set at naught his au-
thority. We are in debt to him. We have
failed to obey his commandments.
We have fallen from our uprightness,
and are enemies to God. As such the

Bible speaks of all men. In connection
with this also, some reflections grow
out of these words of our Savior of
which i wish to speak. Could an
unfallen man, who should perfectly
do God’s will, have any merit before
God? Could such a man present any
holiness to God that would place him
under any obligation in return what-
ever? Aman can render service to his
fellow-man that can rightly demand
reward, because he meets his fellow-
man upon an equal plane; but can he
render any such service to God? It is
manifest that the first essential qual-
ity that must belong to any meritori-
ous work is that it shall be ‘‘self-origi-
nated;” that is, that it shall be per-
formed entirely out of a man’s own
self, without being originated from
any source outside of himself. If it be
originated from any source outside of
himself, itistothe praise ofthat source,
and not himself. A man may demand
praise or reward from his fellow-man
for service rendered, because with
regard to him the act was self-origi-
nated -itwas performed from an equal
to an equal; but we are not in any
sense equal with God. It has been
before proved that we must receive all
from the Creator. No good work is
from self. All our good works, if we
have any, must be from God. We can-
not take one thing which God hath
wrought in our hearts and make it the
ground of a demand for more. If God
originates our good works, they can-
not constitute any merit in us. If God
has originated them, they must be to
his praise forever. Can we then origi-
nate any good works, such as faith,
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love, obedience, &c.? Inanswer, letus
first considerthatthe Scriptures teach
that man is wholly unclean, and his
heart wholly evil. It must be manifest
that evil cannot originate good. Evil
only originates evil. To this the Scrip-
tures and reason both agree. Let us
look at the testimony of the Scriptures
for a little. ‘A good tree cannot bring
forth corrupt fruit, neither can a cor-
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.”’- Matt.
vii. 18. ‘“O generation of vipers, how
canye, beingevil, speak good things?
for out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh.” - Matt. xii. 34.
That all men by nature are sinful alto-
gether, is declared again and again.
See the first three chapters of Ro-
mans, in which Paul draws up an in-
dictmentagainstthe wholeworld, and
declares that none are exempt from
the condemnation there pronounced.
Sin and death are the condition and
doom of all men. Who can bring a
clean thing out of an unclean? Not
one. God only can work good or origi-
nate it in us. If any man does work
good works, it is because God has
created him to good works, and fore-
ordained that he should walk in them.
- Eph. ii. 10. Every good and perfect
thing is declared to be the gift of God,
and to come down from him. - James
i. 17. Repentance is his gift. - Acts v.
31. Faith is his gift. Eph. ii. 8. Love,
hope, faith, and all the Christian
graces, are declared to be the fruit of
the Spirit. - Gal. v. 22, 23. Our good
works he is declared to be the author
of. - See again Eph. ii. 10; Isa. xxvi. 12.
From all these scriptural testimonies
we may surely conclude that in point

of righteousness we deserve no
thanks, and cannot be profitable to
God.

5th. From all this is manifest that we
cannot make an atonement for our
sins. If any price can be rendered to
justice, itmust be aholy ransom, such
as justice can approve. But we have
before seen that holiness is not in
man except God create it there; and it
is manifest that we cannot render to
God his own work as our merit. Be-
cause | have one good thing from God
| cannot rightly say, “Therefore | de-
serve another.” Ourworks, whichGod
has wrought within us, cannot atone
for past sins; and all in fallen man is
sin, exceptthe works which God works
within him. Redemption therefore
must be of God; it cannot be of our-
selves. Of myself | can neither pay the
debts | owe, nor lay up treasures of
righteousness after my debts are paid.
Human meritis excluded from redemp-
tion, both as regards the atonement
for sin and the sanctification of the
sinner. Salvation must be of divine
grace and not of creature works. Even
the works wrought within us, of faith,
love humility, &c., are not capable of
paying the debt which we owe to di-
vine justice, because they are the fruit
of the Spirit; and the Spiritis notgiven
until after Jesus has paid all the debt
we owe, neither could it be given until
after the atonement was made. In sal-
vation, atonement for the sins thatare
past must precede all else. To this
agrees the type. The people could not
come near the sanctuary, and no wor-
ship could be offered there, until it
was sprinkled with the blood of atone-
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ment. To this agrees all Christian ex-
perience. No man has ever yet felt that
he had one spiritual blessing from
God, untii he has felt himself shel-
tered by the blood of the atonement. If
our works were perfect they could
nrofit God nothing; they could not
atone for sin. They must be created in
us of God.

6th. But our works, even the best of
them, are not perfect. Imperfection is
true of all Christians and of their best
works. To this the Scriptures agree.
Disciples are taught to pray, “Forgive
us our debts, as we forgive,” &c. -
Matthewvi. 12, Paul complains thathe
sins, and does what he would not. -
Rom. vii. - John, in his first epistle,
first chapter, says, ‘If we say that we
have (present tense) no sin, we de-

ceive ourselves, and the truth is notin -

us.” The record shows that they were
imperfect, and they did not hesitate to
confess their sins and failures, as did
Noah and David. Christian experience
and Christian testimony to-day are
the same. Not only do we positively
and willfully sometimes go astray, but
even when we are striving to do the
will of God with the most earnest de-
sire, we have to confess that there is
often a mixture of wrong motives.
Selfish desires arise and spoil our
best work. There are often flies in the
most precious ointment of the apoth-
ecary.

“If I pray, or hear, or read,

Sin is mixed with all I do.”

If this be true of the Christian, the
renewed man, certainly the unregen-
erate man can do no better. If the best

offering of him in whose heart Jesus
abides needs the cleansing blood to
make it acceptable to God, surely the
work of the unrenewed man must be
wholly hateful and horrible in the sight
of God. If he that does all is unprofit-
able, where shall he stand who never
has known what love to God and obe-
dience to his law mean? Surely from
all this the exceeding riches of the
grace and kindness of God take on a
new meaning, and must appear im-
measurable. If a man is saved, how
great is the exhibition of the love of
God to him! , ,

7th. From the text we may learn
humility toward God. Humility is one
of the graces of the Spirit. It is not a
thing thatcan be created or called into
exercise at our own will. As a prin-
ciple, God himself createsiit. Itis nota
subject of exhortation when we con-
siderthe principle in the heart; butitis
scriptural and proper to exhort Chris-
tians to put it on in their life. As a
principle in the heart, it springs out of
right views of ourselves and just con-
ceptions of God and of our relations
to him; and what would be better cal-
culated to increase a feeling of humil-
ity in our hearts than a consideration
of the text at the head of this article?
Tofeel that our God does not need us,
that we can add nothing to him, but
are unprofitable at the best, and must
receive all from him, is a most soul-

“humbling consideration. And accom-

panying this grace, we shall also be
humble in our deportment toward all
our fellow-men. Since we ourselves
are of no profit to the Almighty, none
can be behind us. We are better than
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no one else; and the feeling of the
heart will be, Surely | am most unprof-
itable of all. It will not be hard then to
esteem others better than ourselves.
This also will make us lenient and
forgiving to the faults of others.
Ashamed of our own shortcomings,
we shall feel how little right we have to
judge others. The humble manis slow
to condemn. He judges himself by a
far sterner rule than he does any one
else.

- 8th. From aconsideration of the text
we may also learn gratitude to God,
the Giver of all. He does not exact
from us even that which it is his right
to demand; and, all undeserving as
we are, he never wearies of supplying
all our needs. We owe no thanks to
him who pays a just debt; but how
grateful should we be to him who,
being under no obligation to us, yet
does us a thousand favors, knowing
that we can never by any means rec-
ompense him again.

9th. The text is also well suited to
stir us up to obedience to God. Thus,
and thus only, canwe exhibit our grati-
tudeandlove. We know thatwe can be
of no profitto God, but yet humbly and
lovingly we desire to acknowledge his
favors in the only way possible to us.
Here speaks the spirit of thetrue Chris-
tian. The spirit ofthe flesh says, Iflcan
put God under noobligationtome, so
thatlcansecure some favorfrom him
forwhat! do, whatisthe use of serving
him? But the spirit of love and grati-
tude speaks another thing aitogether.
It says, “What shall | render to the
Lord for all his benefits toward me.?”

Thus | have suggested some things
that seem to me pertinent to the text.
Many precious truths | have not al-
luded to. | have found profitto my own
soul in these reflections, and | hope
they will profit some one else.

| remain, as ever, your brother in
hope of life through Christ,

F.A. Chick.

(The above was written by
Elder F. A. Chick, Feb. 11, 1885.)

THE FLOCK

John x. 14-16. I am the good
Shepherd, and I know my sheep,
and am known of mine; as the
Father knoweth me, even so know
Ithe Father; and Ilay down my life
Jor the sheep. And other sheep I
have which are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shep-
herd.

A nd other sheep | have; not
M| distinct fromthose forwhom
.| helaid down his life, butfrom
those who were under the Old Testa-
ment dispensation, and who heard
not the thieves and robbers that were
before Christ, verse 8, others besides
the lost sheep of the house of Israel,
or the elect among the Jews to whom
Christ was sent, and by whom are
meant the chosen of God among the
Gentiles, who were sheep, though not
called and folded, for the reasons




40

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

given in verse 3. These though un-
called, belonged to Christ, he had an
inheritance in them, they were given
him by his Father; he had them in his
hands and upon his heart; his eye was
upon them, and they were under his
notice, inspectionand care: whichare
not of this fold; of the Jewish nation
and church, beingaliens fromthe com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers to
the covenants of promise; were as
sheep going astray; and were scat-
tered about in the several parts of the
world, and were to be redeemed out of
every kindred, tongue, people and
nation: them also | must bring; out of
the wilderness of the world, from
among the men thereof, their former
sinful companions, from the folds of
sin and Satan, and the pastures of
their own righteousness, to himself
and unto his Father’s presence, to his
house of ordinances, to good fold of
green pastures, an | at last to his
heavenly kingdom and glory.”

“There was an necessity of doing all
this; it was the Father’s will and plea-
sure, his purpose and decree, who
had resolved upon it; and it was on
accountof Christ’'s own engagements,
and obligations to do it; as well as
because of the case and condition of
these sheep, who otherwise must have
been eternally punished.

“And they shall hear my voice; not
only externally, but internally; which
~is owing to his powerful and effica-
cious grace, who quickens them, and
causes them to hear and live; unstops
their dear ears, and gives themears to
hear, and opens their hearts, to attend
to his word, and gives them an under-

standing of it. Therefore, the gospel
was sent among them: and there
should be one fold and one Shepherd;
one church state, consisting both of
Jews and Gentiles; the middle wall of
partition being broken down, these
two coalesce in one, become one new
man, and members of one and the
same body. And of this fold or flock,
there is but one Shepherd, Jesus
Christ, who is the rightful Proprietor,
and whose own the sheep are, and
who knows how to feed them, and
does take care of them; though there
are many under shepherds, who are
employed in feeding them.”

John x. 27-30. My sheep know my
voice, and | know them and they fol-
low me; and | give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, nei-

“ther shall any man pluck them out of

my hand. My Father which gave them
me, is greater than all, and no man is
able to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand. | and my Father are one. (Read
carefully the 15 and 16 chapters of
this book; they are very instructive.)
John xvii. 6-10. | have manifested
thy name unto the men which thou
gavest me out of the world; thine they
were and thou gavest them me, and
they have kept thy word. Now they
have known that all things whatso-
ever thou hast given me are of thee.
For | have given unto them the words
which thou gavest me, and they have
received them, and have known surely
that | came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send
me. | pray for them, | pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast
given me, for they are thine. And all
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mine are thine and thine are mine; and
|am glorified in them. (Read the entire
chapter.)

The Acts ofthe Apostles. “This book
in some copies is called, The Acts of
the Holy Apostles. It contains an his-
tory ofthe ministry and miracles ofthe
apostles of Christ, and is a sort of a
journal of their actions, from which it
takes its name. It begins at the ascen-
sion of Christ, and reaches to the
imprisonment of the Apostle Paul at
Rome; and is a history of upwards of
thirty years; it gives an account of the
first Gospel-church at Jerusalem, and

of the progress of the Gospel there, -

andinJudea; it shows how the gospel
went forth from Jerusalem, and was
spreadinthe Gentile world, especially
by the Apostle Paul, whose compan-
ion Luke was the writer of this book;
for that it was written by him is very
evident, from the beginning of it, it
being dedicated to the same person,
his gospel is, and of which he makes
mention, and in the Syric edition, the
book is called, The Acts of Saint Luke
the Evangelist collected forthe Saints.
It was by him written in the Greek
language, and, we are told, that there
was a version of it into the Hebrew
language, which was laid up in the
library of the Jews at Liberias. Of the
authenticity of this book, there has
been no doubt among the ancients,
only Cerinthus the heretic endeavored

to discredit it, and it was not received-

by another sort of heretics, called
Severiani, from Severus, a disciple of
Tatian. It is a most excellent and use-
ful work, showing the first planting of
Christianity, and of the Christian

churches, both among the Jews and
Gentiles, the spread and progress of
it in the various parts of the world;
what sufferings the apostles endured
for the sake of it, and what success
attended them, andis astanding proof
and confirmation of the Christian reli-
gion.”

The footsteps of the flock, are so
plainly and connectedly markedin this
entire book, that he who runs may
read; comment is therefore not
needed. | think it unnecessary to say
more than to ask everyone of my read-
ers, to read the book of Acts for him-
self. :
J.K. Booton

“AND THOU SHALT
REMEMBER”

“And thou shalt remember all
the way which the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years into the
wilderness, to humble thee and to
prove thee . . . And He humbled
thee and suffered thee to hunger
and fed thee with manna which
thou knewest not, neither did thy
Jathers know . . .” (Deuteronomy
8:2 and 3) ‘

“For the Lord thy God hath
blessed theein all the works of thy
hand: He knoweth thy walking
through this great wilderness;
these forty years the Lord thy God
hath been with thee; THOU HAST
LACKED NOTHING."” (Deuteronomy
2:7)
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To the Household of Faith,
Dearly Beloved:

g| ecently, as | have read the
&d| aforegoing verses, | havefelt
wd| a compulsion to write a little
of the sweetness they have brought to
me as | meditated upon them, and
“The years that are past.”

The book of Deuteronomy was writ-
ten by Moses in the last years of his
life, to the stiff-necked and gainsay-
ing nation of Israel whom he had led

forty years through the wilderness.

from Egyptian bondage even to the
very border of the promised land. The
book consists largely of parting coun-
sels, exhortations, warnings and
above all, reminders of the way the
Lord had led them, of His great faith-
fulness while He had been with them
those forty years in the great wilder-
ness. He brings to mind their rebel-
lion, their gross ingratitude for all the
Lord’s benefits to them; how they
murmured against the Lord, saying
He had brought them into the wilder-

ness to die; how they had looked back

with desire even to Egypt; how the
Lord, in His wonderful faithfulness,

had afflicted them, then healed them;

had suffered them to hunger, then fed
them with manna; had permitted them
to wander, then restored them - that
He might humble them and prove them
and make them to know the source of
their supply. He reminds them ten-
derly that the Lord their God had
known their walking through the great
wilderness; that He had been with
them, andsays, “THOUHASTLACKED
NOTHING.”

If we are of the Lord’s redeemed
ones, | believe when we read these
wonderful and precious reminders,
we are moved, in loving gratitude, to
fit them to our own pilgrimage as we
have walked through the great wilder-
ness of this evil and perilous world;
which inclines me to speak briefly of
some of the way over which the Lord
has led me these past FORTY YEARS.
My experience has been so unlike
most | have read in the Signs that I’'ve
been reluctant to write of it. Indeed, at
times, | have wondered if | had ever
had an experience - at other times |
have known | did. In the beginning, |
did not experience the terrible con-
demnation for sin which some relate.
This has come to me from time to time
throughout the years as my experi-
ences have taught me how frail and
weak | am, and as | have been blest to
see the loveliness, humility and holi-
ness of my dear Redeemer; neither
have | ever been given very much to
doubts, as so many seem to be. But
then, what parentfinds it necessary to
deal exactly alike with each of his
children? The body of Christ is made
up of individuals, with individual char-
acteristics, individual desires, indi-
vidual short-comings and individual
needs, and | believe the Lord, in His
great wisdom, love and mercy, deals
with. each of us as He alone knows
best. ;

Forty years ago, in the fall of 1922,
when just ayoung girl, I met andfell in
love with a man - the best man, the
most wonderful man who ever walked
the shores of this world. One night
that Fall, when | was going through a
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bitter experience, He spoke to me,
told me to look unto Him; that He
would give me peace and supply all
my needs. This wonderful man had
written, rather had dictated, a great
book, filled from cover to cover with
‘“the things concerning Himself”’ and
the bride He would one day take to be
with Him forevermore. He sent me this
book and | have had it these forty
years, and, with exception of the Man
himself, it is my most precious pos-
session. Truly, each time | read it with
supplied understanding, | find a new
loveliness in the Man that | had not
seen before. It soon became apparent

- that this wonderful man had loved me

before | loved Him - before | even met

Him, even before | was born; in fact,

that my loving Him was BECAUSE HE
FIRST LOVED ME; moreover, His love
for me ‘was so great that, however
unfaithful | might ever be, He would
never leave me nor forsake me; that
nothing either in life or in death could
ever separate me from his great love.
Oh, my dear Brethren, this wonderful
man was The Man Christ Jesus, the
incarnate Son of God, the Lord Jesus
Christ. As | meditate upon the verses
quotedinthe beginning andlook back
over my own forty years walking
through this great wilderness, | see
myselfjustas Israel was - stiff-necked,
hard-headed, wanting my own way
and failing to see the Lord’s gracious
hand as He led me on. So many have
been the pitfalls in my pathway, and it
seems to me | have walked headlong
into every one of them; so many have
been the snares of Satan and've been
the victim of them all; so many times

I've looked with wistful gaze at the
world and all its charms; so many
times when the going was hard, I've
wondered why and wished my lot were
different. But in all my unfaithfulness,
the Lord has been faithful, chastening
me often and afflicting me, that He
might humble me and prove Himself
to me; and throughiit all, | can say with
an overwhelming sense of gratitude, |
HAVE LACKED NOTHING. His gra-
cious and bountiful hand has sup-
plied my material needs. It is true |
don’t have very much of this world’s
goods, but | have never ‘had to go
hungry or cold, and so far, I've never
had to be a burden on or dependent
upon anyone but the Lord. God forbid
that | should ever, for one small mo-
ment, feel independent of Him!

He has also met my spiritual needs
as He fed me with the gospel from the
written and spoken word, has blest
me with sweet fellowship and com-
munion with Himself and His dear
saints. Sometimes the waves of His
greatlove have flooded mysoul, bring-
ing forth loving response from my
heart. He has shown me somany times
and in so many ways how much better
are the things He has for me than
anything this changing world could
ever afford. Human beings change,
even those we love the most, but He
changes not! In the depths of distress
and sorrow, He has spoken to me and
comforted me. Not only that, He has
given me a little foresight of that city
to which | humbly hope I'm traveling,

so that | do not dread, indeed some-

times l anticipate the prospect of leav-
ing this old house for that eternal city
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where the glory of our dear Redeemer
will be the light; where there will be no
more temptation, nomore sin,nomore
need for chastening; where darkness
shall nevermore dim our view of His
dear face. What a glorious day that
will be!

Just a few words concerning chas-
tening and afflictions which I've been
taught these forty years in this great
wilderness. Paul tells us ‘‘no chasten-
ing for the present seemeth joyous
but grievous; nevertheless afterward
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righ-
teousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby.” How very true! | have
learned through the years that each
chastening has brought me closer to
Him who inflicted it, and made me to
love Him more as | was blest to see the
tender love in the chastening hand.
Many years ago when | was teaching,
I found it necessary, because of dis-
obedience, to punish a little boy of
whom | was very fond. After | had
punished him, | took him in my arms,
told him I loved him, that it grieved me
to have to punish him and | hoped |
would never have to do it again.
Through his flowing tears, the little
fellow looked up into my face and
said, “Miss Dykes, | love you more
than any teacher | ever saw.” In the
years that followed, | have sometimes
been like the little boy, when in afflic-
tion my heart was melted and | was
made to look into the face of my dear

Redeemerand say, “Lord, Ineverloved

you before as | love you now.” You
see, the Great Teacher had assured
me of His love, even as He found it
necessary to chasten me.

These experiences on the way are
teaching me, little by little, that His
way is bestfor me, and lam instructed:
“In all things give thanks, for this is
the will of God, in Christ, concerning
you.”

Dear Brethren, in closing, | wish |
could say, as Paul did, ‘I have fought
agood fight, | have kept the faith,” but
| cannot say that. The faith has kept
me and so | can say, as Paul did on
another occasion, “The life | now live
inthe flesh, | live by the faith ofthe Son
of God, who loved me and gave Him-
self for me.” By the faith of the Son of
God! Let us watch closely for His
footsteps as we journey through this
great wilderness, until He comes
again, whether the years be many or
few.

Yours, in that inseparable tie,
Mildred V. Dykes

Y LOVED AND ESTEEMED
SISTER: -lam going to try to

ak.d| write you a letter. This is the
first | have attempted to write with a
pen. Lila said she would write for me,
but | thought | would try and write
myself, as | have often been writing
youin my meditations during my wake-
ful hours. Some nights | sleep and
others | do not. Brother Alexander
Campbell has passed away. Sisters
Christy Graham and Annie Gillis are

gone, too.

“As star by star decline,
Till all are passed away.”

Oh how | appreciated the love and
esteem of the church when they as-
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sembled at our home atthe November
meeting. Surely it was a time of the
singing of birds to my poor soul. | was
brought into his banqueting-house,
and his banner over me was love.
When | awoke in the morning these
words were upon my lips, He came
leaping over the mountains, skipping
over the hills. My Beloved is mine and
| am his. | felt at that time it was all |
needed and | truly was on the
mountaintop for along time. The time
came when something began to tell
me, Your Beloved only follows you on
the top of the mountain, he does not
know you when you are in the valley
and in the caves of the earth, in your
distress, and again | was brought low
and began to murmur and complain. It
seems so fresh to my mind. What was
to become of me? On January 4th,
after a night of no sleep, | felt | was
tired out. The next night these words
dropped sweetly into my mind, as if
spoken by some unseen person,

“Though thy path be dark and
drear,

And thy nights be filled with
Sear,

There is one who loves thee ever,

He will leave thee never, never.”

I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.

Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.

I have written this with great imper-
fection. Whenltriedtoreaditl did not
know whether to send it or not, but |
am glad | can write even an imperfect
letter.

Sarah Sinclair.

MEETINGS

WEST COUNTRY LINE UNION

s—m| reensboro Church will host
" the meeting of the West
3] Country Line Union at Dan
River Primitive Baptist Church thefifth
Sunday in January, 1993.

All are welcome to come and be with
us andaspecialwelcometoallElders
of our faith and order.

Wayne Edwards, Clerk

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

] ursuant to the request of
|l Zectl| Paynes Creek Primitive Bap-
28| tist Church, Floyd County,
Va., a presbytery met December 5,
1992 at 2:30 p.m. for the examination
of brother Wilton Supthin, if found
qualified in accordance with the writ-
ten word of God, at the satisfaction
and discretion of their judgment, or-
dain the above mentioned to the full
work of the office of deacon.

The solemnity was begunwith prayer
by Elder Junior Conner. All Elders of
our faith and order present consti-
tuted the presbytery. Those present
were as follows: Elder Junior Conner,
W.T. Conner, Carl Terry, Willard Cox,
Clarence Stone, and Hale Terry.
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The Presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Hale Terry as Modera-
tor and W.G. Parsons as Clerk. Elder
Willard Coxand W.T. Connerwas cho-
sento perform the examination of the
candidate. Elder Hale Terry having
been duly appointed by Paynes Creek
Churchinconference October31,1992
spokesman for the church delivered
brother Wilton Supthin to the
presbytery. Examination was made
by ElderWillard Coxand W.J. Conner
using scripture reference Acts of the
Apostles and 1 Timothy Ch. 3, vs. 8-
13. The presbytery being satisfied with
the examination and answers given
by the candidate, administered the
laying on of hands. The ordination
prayerwas delivered by Elder Clarence
Stone. Eiders Junior Conner & Carl
Terry delivered the charge to the can-
didate. Scripture reference Holy Word
of God.

The Moderator asked Paynes Creek
ifthe church approvedthe work of the
presbytery, which was answered in
the affirmative.

A Certificate of Ordination was pre-
sented to brother Wilton Supthinand
the right hand of fellowship and broth-
erhood given. The ordained candi-
datewas delivered back tothe church
as an ordained deacon of the Old
School, Primitive Baptist Church at
Paynes Creek, Floyd County, Va.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the presbhytery were read and
adopted. The presbytery was dis-
missedwith prayerby Elder Carl Terry.

Elder Wm. Hale Terry, Moderator
W. G. Parsons, Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

3l he Union meeting of the
Pl Staunton River Primitive

29| Baptistwill be held,theLord
wnlmg,theflfthSaturdayand Sunday
in January, 1993 with Weatherford
Church.

All who believe the doctrine of sal-
vation by grace are invited to meet
with us.

Phyllis Goad, Clerk

NOTICE

Copies available of TRIED IN THE

FURNACE by:Elder E.J. Lambert. $7.00
per copy, includes postage and han-
Send Orders to:
Charles T. Lambert
545 Fox Pass Cut Off
Hot Springs, AR. 71901

CONTRIBUTIONS

FORNOVEMER 1992
Mrs. Audrey Dyer, VA................... 7.00
Homer Pettis, LA ......ccccooveeiinnnnnns 5.00
Jimmy Cote, ME ...........c.cccceue. 10.00
James W. Huber, MD................... 2.00
Mrs. Erma C. Sowers, VA ............ 2.00
Mrs. James Hutchinson, KY ....... 2.00
Floyd K. Morgan, AR.................... 2.00
Raymond M. Clayton, FL ............ 7.00
Mrs. Jessie Somers, NC ............. 2.00
Marvin Meeks, NC ........ccccuuneenee. 2.00

Mrs. Albert H. Davidson, LA ..... 12.00
Mrs. Marie D. Cannaday, VA ....... 2.00

Ms. Amy Cruise, VA ...........c........ 7.00
Mrs. Lavenia Biggs, TN .............. 7.00
Mrs. Vera N. Potter, MS ............... 2.00
Mrs. DellaM. Swan, LA ............... 2.00
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OBITUARIES

SISTER JESSIE ALTIZER COX

t pleased our Lord to call our
M| Dear Sister Home on Sep-

ettt tember 16, 1992. She was
born May 16, 1904 making her stay
here 88 years 4 months. She was the
Daughter of Johnny Lee and Lizzie
Altizer. She was married toPoage Cox
who preceded herin deathinthe year
1961. Unto this union were eight chil-
drenborn.

Surviving are five sons and daugh-
ters-in-law Philip Cox, Bernard and
Bessie Cox; Piney Woods, Radford
Virginia; Russell and Louise Cox,
Radford Virginia; Colemanand Eunice
Cox, Lynchburg, Virginia; Allen and
GenevaCox, Christiansburg, Virginia.
Three daughters and sons-in-law Effie
and Troy Higgs, Willis, Virginia; Reba
and Esker Wade, Radford, Virginia;
Glendaand Arnold DeHart, BentMoun-
tain, Virginia. One sister Georgia Roop,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. One sister-
in-law Elsie Altizer, Maumelle, Arkan-
sas; 22 grandchildren, 35 great-grand-
children, 4 great-great-grandchildren,
many nieces, nephews, and friends.

Sister Jessie had been in declining
health for many years being hospital-
ized many times. Her desire was al-
ways to be able to be out and go to
Church again. She was a True Be-
lieverin Salvation by Grace Alone and
lovedto hearthat preached. She united
with the Primitive Baptist Church in

theyear1948. She foughtagood fight
and kept the faith. Her funeral was
held at Old Union Church on Septem-
ber 19, 1992 by her Pastor Elder Hale
Terry and Elder Larry Hollandsworth.
She was laid to rest beneath a beauti-
ful mound of flowers in the Sumpter
Cemetery to await the resurrection

‘where all the redeemed will be with

the Lord forever. We miss her at Old
Union Church. Written by request of
the Church at our last Conference
Meeting by Dorcie Semones.

Elder Hale Terry, Moderator
Dorcie Semones, Clerk

'SISTER LINA POLLARD

t is with sad hearts that we,
the members of Newport
3] Primitive Church, attemptto
write the obituary of our Dear Sister,
LinaPollard. Shewas bornon August
27, 1904 at Veronia, North Carolina,
and departed this life July 9, 1992, at
Britthaven Nursing Home, Jackson-
ville, North Carolina. Her life span,
that God gave her, was almost 89
years. ,
She was first married to Mr. Lloyd
Thomas and after his death she mar-

'ried Mr. Roy Taylorand after his death,

in 1966 she married Brother Lee Pol-
lard of Newport, North Carolina.

Survivors include a daughter; Ruth
Sanders and a son, William Thomas,
both of Jacksonville, North Carolina,
a step-son, Bobby Pollard of New-
port, North Carolina.
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Sister Pollard first united with the
Old Bay Primitive Baptist Church and
was baptized by the late Elder Hill
Edwards sometime in the mid forty’s.
She later moved her membership to
the Primitive Baptist Church at
Wilmington, North Carolina, the one
located on the Silver Lake Road. After
she married Brother Lee Pollard, she
made Newportherhome as well as her
church home. Our church records
show that she was received by letter
into the fellowship of Newport Primi-
tive Baptist Church on September17,
1966. Sister Pollard was a kind and
loving member. Shedid notbelievein
sowingseeds of discord, butwas one
who worked for peace.

We were very close to Sister Pollard
and her dear husband. From time to
timethey travelled many miles with us
to churchmeetings. She cooked many
good meals for church company and
always welcomed the Lord’s people
into her home as long as her health

permitted.

We feel that her step-son, Bobby
Pollard, was aspecial blessing to her.
He was very caring and even bought
and furnished her with a car to drive,
so long as she was physically able.
Bobby would also cook her favorite
foods and take them to the nursing
home, where, due to blindness in her
last few years, he would hand feed
her.

Her funeral was held on Saturday,
July 11, 1992, with a grave side ser-
viceat Cedar Grove Cemeteryin New-
port, North Carolina, by Elder Johnie
Carroll. Elder Carroll gave out one of
Sister Pollard’s favorite hymns, No.

38inLloyd’s Hymn Book, and thelittle
group from Newport Primitive Baptist
Church along with some dear ones
from Cypress Creek Primitive Baptist
Churchsang:

“Dark was the night and cold the
ground '

on which the Lord was laid,

His sweat like drops of blood ran
down ,

in agony He prayed, etc., etc.”

Though Sister Pollard is gone from

us, her sweet memory will live on in

our hearts. To know her was to love
her. She was truly a Dear Humble Sis-
ter for her walk was orderly and her
conversation was Godly. “The steps
of a good man are ordered of the
Lord.” o o '
Family, Friends and neighbors gath-
ered at the grave site to pay their last
respects and say their goodbyes. We
know that in this present life we will
see her no more, but we hope to see
her in that world that knows no end.
When Jesus comes back to gather his
elect from the four winds, we hope to
be included in that blessed number
thatwere predestinated untothe adop-

tionbefore the foundation ofthe world.

Itis agreed thatwe send one copy of
this resolution to the family, one to
Zion’s Landmark, one to the Signs of |
the Times for publication and one to
be recorded in our church records.

Approved in Regular Conference,
this 20th day of December, 1992.

'Elder Johnie Carroll, Moderator
Shirley Carroll, Clerk
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“ ROCK OF AGES *

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee!
Let the water and the blood,
From thy wounded side which
Slow’d,

Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and
pow'r.

Not the labors of my hands

Can fulfil thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring!
Simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress;
Helpless, look to thee for grace;
Black, I to the_fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See thee on thy judgment throne,-
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee!

Toplady.
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EDITORIAL

~=| hat Jesus
came into
: the world to
savesinnerssurely no
one professing to be
a christian will dis-
pute, but there is obviously a great
diversity of opinionamongthe people
as to whether he accomplished his
mission, or left a portion for man to
complete. However,the oneswho have
been quickened into life by the Holy
Spirit and made to see their lost, ru-
ined condition, and then given to see
acrucified andrisen Saviour, have no
doubt that he did indeed do what he
cametodo. Theironly doubtis, Did he
die for me?

ELDER C.C. WILBANKS

Let us examine what the Holy Scrip-
tures say, for they are the record that
God has graciously, and in his loving
kindness and mercy, given to his elect
children. In 2 Tim. 3:16 we read: “All
scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, forinstruction
in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” By this we find
that the Scriptures are not written to
allmankind, butto the man of God: the
man of God being one who has been
born again of the Holy Spirit. All men
in the flesh are sinners and will be
until death. John tells us that if we say
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:4)
Johnalso tells us: “Whosoeverisborn
of God doth not commit sin; for he
cannotsin, because heisborn of God.”

The nominal professors ofthe world
teach that if a man will only believe in
Christ and accept him as his Saviour
he will be born again; but Jesus said,
‘““Marvel not that | said unto you, Ye
must be born again. The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell
whenceit cometh, and whitheritgoeth:
so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.” If a man can chose his own
natural father then might he choose
God as his heavenly Father. Perish
the thought! ‘“ The natural man
receiveth notthe things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them for
they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor.
2:14). All men are born dead in tres-
passes and in sins. Death means, to
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be separated from; and when Adam
partook of the forbidden fruit he died.
No, he did not die a corporal death,
but he was separated from whatever
standing he had with God, for God
had said, “In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.” When
Adam died all of his posterity died in
him, for they were created in him.
Therefore all who are born of the flesh
are born dead in trespasses and in
sins; and we know that a dead man
can do nothing. Therefore man has no
choice in the matter. But if it were
possible for man to choose, he would
not choose God, because in the flesh
he has only a carnal mind, and the
carnal mind is enmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. To be carnally
minded is death: but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Therefore
they thatare inthe flesh cannot please
God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
(See Rom. 8:6-9). Neither have the
children of God chosen him, but, "God
hathfromthebeginning chosenyouto
salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
(Thes. 2:13). There are those who are
left to perish in their sins, and Satan
works inthem with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness: because they re-
ceived not the love of the truth, that
they mightbe saved. And forthis cause
God shall send them strong delusion,
thatthey should believe alie: that they
all might be damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in

unrighteousness. (2 Thes. 2: 9-12).
But unto the chosen Paul said, “Unto
you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on him, but also to
suffer for his sake.”

In these Scriptures we see a line
drawn between the elect children and
all those who are left to perish in their
sins. The nominal professors say that
God would be unjustifhe chosesome
and left others to perish, and did not
give all alike achance to be saved. But
Godis justand holy in all his way, and
if he cast all men into hell he would be
just; and we believe we have already
given scriptural proof that men would
notchooseto be saved evenifgivena
chance. Jesus said, “Nomancancome
unto me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him: and I will
raise himup atthelastday.” And “All
that the Father giveth me shall come
to me; and he that cometh to me Iwill
innowisecastout.” And untosome he
said, “And ye will not come unto me,
that ye might have life,” Thanks be
unto God that salvation is not of
chance, but of the Lord. In Christ only
can we have any hope of heaven and
immortal glory, for “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be
saved.” (Acts 4:12).

We read in Eph. 2:1: “And you hath
he quickened, who were dead in tres-
passes and sins.” All who have been
quickened, and given a hope in Jesus
Christ, have asked, If it be so, why
me? Why should God choose to be-
stow his mercy and grace upon such
a wretched, vile, black sinner as 1?
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How can he be just and holy and yet
justify me? These are questions of
great concern to all who are blessed
to ask them. Yes, biessed. To be
blessed in this fashion is an evidence
that you have been quickened into
life. Those who have not heen quick-
ened cannot ask such questions, for
they have not experienced this quick-
ening. You may have many doubts
and fears as to the truth of this, for
Satan works mightily to deceive and
destroy you. Yet do you not receive
comfort from those who tell you of
having the same doubts and fears?
Did not Paul declare, “This is afaithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Jesus came intothe worldto save
sinners: of whom | am chief?” Jesus
himself said, “They that are whole
have no need of the physician, but
they thatare sick:1camenottocallthe
righteous, but sinnerstorepentance.”
Jesus also said, ‘‘Forthere shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders:
insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect.”
Surely we can rightly judge that it is
notpossible. Yet,as ason of God, you
must suffer manifold temptations,
“that thetrial of yourfaith, beingmuch
more precious than gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
mightbe found unto praiseand honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.” (I Peter 1:7). And James tells
us, “Blessed is the manwho endureth
temptations: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord promisedthemthatlove him.”

When one has been quickened into
life he is given faith, “For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: itis the giftof God.” “Now
faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.”
And you are ‘‘kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time.” You
who are kept by faith are ‘“begotten
again unto a lively hope by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you.” (I Pet.
chapter 1). Faith to believe in Christ is
always accompanied by hope, for with-
out hope, of what good is faith? ‘“‘But
hope that is seen is not hope: for what
aman seeth, why doth he yet hope for
it? But if we hope for that we see not,
then do we with patience wait for it.”
(Rom. 8: 24-25).

“Untoyouitis given, in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but
also to suffer for his sake.” To whom
is this faith given? It is not to the
natural man, for he cannotreceive the
things of the Spirit of God, but it is to
those who havereceived him. We read
John I: 11-12: “But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to
become thesons of God, eventothem
that believe on his name: which were
born, notof blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God,” Now the question my be asked,
Who are they that are born of God?
God hath revealed this unto his elect
in the Holy Scriptures in both the old
and new testaments. In the 8th chap-
ter of Proverbs we may read a very
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beautiful description of the Son of
God as he was with God before the
foundation of the world. Read it your-
selves, for it is too long to be copied
here, but we will copy a few verses.
“The LORD possessed me in the begin-
ning of his way, before his works of
old. Iwas setup fromeverlasting, from
thebeginning, or ever the earthwas.”
(V. 22-23). And, “ThenIwasby him, as
onebrought with him: and Iwas daily
his delight, rejoicing in the habitable
partof the his earth; and my delights
were with the sons of men.” The finite
mind of man cannot comprehend our
infinite God. We can in no wise con-
ceive a being that had no beginning
andwill have no end, but by faith given
unto us we believe it to be true. Christ
said his delights were in the sons of
men even before the world was spo-
ken into existence, because he could
see all things from the beginning to
the end, for he had “declared the end
_from thebeginning, and from ancient
times the things that arenotyetdone,
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I
willdoallmypleasure.”(Isa. 14:10).In
Ps. 139:15 we read, “My substance
was not hid from thee, when I was
madeinsecret and curiouslywrought
in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine
eyes did see my substance, being yet
unperfect; and in thy book all my
members were written, which in con-
tinuancewere fashioned, when asyet
there was none of them.” The mem-
bers whichwere written in God’s book
are the substance of which Christ’s
mystical body was formed in the mind
and purpose of God before there was
any of them. In | Cor, 2:27 we read:

“Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.” These mem-
bers hath God blessed with all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: according as he hath chosen
them in him before the foundation of
the world, that they should be holy
and without blame before him in love:
and all of this was according to the
good pleasure of his will. (See Eph.
ch.1) Thesechildrenwhichwere given
alifein him before the world was, were
also given alife in Adam. In Heb. 2:13-
14 we read: “Behold Iand thechildren
which God hath givenme. Forasmuch
then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself took
part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil: and
deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage”. “Inhis Godhead Christcould
not die, therefore he took on him, not
the nature of angels: but he took on
him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore
in all things itbehoved him tobemade
like unto his brethren, that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to malke
reconciliation for the sins of the
people.”

The childrenwere underlawful bond-
age because of sin, and they were
heldin the prison house of death. This
bondage meant that a price must be
paid fortheirredemption, and the price
demanded by God’s holy justice was
the blood and death of Christ; for he
was the only one pure enough to pay
the price, and the only one who could
pay, for they were his own. They were
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held in bondage under the curse of
the law, but, “Christhathredeemedus
Jrom the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is every one that hangeth on a tree,”
(Gal. 3:13). As our high priest he of-
fered himself without spot to God,
and by one offering he hath perfected
forever them that are sanctified. He
was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justification.
If Christ had not risen from death,
justification would not be ours, and
we would yet be dead in trespasses
and sins; but when Christ died, we as
his body were baptized into his death,
therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if
we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also
in the likeness of his resurrection:
knowing this, that our old man is cru-
cified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth
we should not serve sin. For he that is
dead is freed from sin. (Rom. chapter
6). By his death andresurrection Christ
has freed us from the law of sin and
death thatwe mightlive unto God, and
itisin Christthatweliveand move and
have our being.

The Scriptures often refer to us as
sheep, and Jesus as the Shepherd,
and Jesus said unto certain Jews,
“But ye believe not, because ye are not
my sheep, asIsaid untoyou. Mysheep
hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me: and I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never per-

ish.” The eternal life that he gives was
already theirs, for it was in him before
the foundation of the world, but is
given unto them at the appointed time
of God when they are quickened out of
their state of death. “The time is com-
ing, and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live.” (John 5:25).
This life can never die, for that which
is eternal had no beginning nor end.
Jesus is the firstborn from the dead:
that he might have the preeminence,
and he is the only begotten Son of
God. We read Ps. 2:7: 'T will declare
the decree: the LORD hath said unto
me, Thou art my Son; this day have I
begotten thee.'This was fulfilled when
God raised him from the dead, (See
Acts 13: 32-33, andinanother place he
said, "Thou art a priest _for ever after
the order of Melchisedec.” He is the
only begotten, but if we were chosen
in him then are we sons by adoption,
for God hath 'predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of hiswill."And we read
in the 8th chapter of Romans, 'For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God,"and, 'but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, thatwe arethechildrenofGod."
There is much more in this chapter
concerning this, but read it for your-
selves.

Jesus Christ is also the resurrec-
tion, and the life, and, "hethatbelieveth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live. And whosoever liveth and



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

55

believeth in me shall never die.” Our
mortal body is going to die and return
to the dust, but our life that is in Jesus
Christ will never die; for it shall return
unto the One who gave it. There is
going to be a resurrection of the dead,
when Christ shall return without sin
unto salvation. The good and the evil
alike shall come forth from the grave;
they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation. (John 5:29). We read in
the book of Revelations what John
saw. "And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and thebooks
were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those
thingswhichwereuwritten in thebooks,
according to their works. And the sea
gaveup thedeadwhichwereinit; and
death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were
Jjudged every man according to their
works. And death and hell were cast
into thelake offire. This is the second
death."Praise be unto God for he hath
given us life and a blessed hope in
Jesus Christ the Saviour, for he is the
first resurrection. And, 'Blessed and
holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection:onsuch theseconddeath
hath no power."”

This is very long, but it is only a
small portion of the things that have
come to mind, and | trust that he has
guided metowriteto his praise, honor
andglory. May he bless one or more of
his saints to be comforted and edified
by it.

y Elder C.C. Wilbanks

ARTICLES

THE FEARS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
(Author of “Rock of Ages’’)
By Agustus Montague Toplady
(1740 - 1778)

“Within were Fears’ (2 Cor. 7:5)

earis, properly speaking, that
uneasiness of mind, which

| arises fromthe apprehension
or some impending evil.

Spiritually taken, fear, as it respects
God for its object, is of two kinds,
legal and evangelical:i.e. law fear and
gospel fear.

Legal fear is an horror, occasioned
by the mere expectation of punish-
ment, without any mixture of love to
the punisher. Such is the fear of the
apostate angels; and such the fear,
which agitates reprobate souls, when
conscience is let loose, and when the
thunderings and lightenings of God’s
fiery laws set themselves in array
against the haters of Christ.

On the contrary, evangelical fear is
peculiar to God’s regenerated people
and consists in a melting humiliation
for sin, accompanied at times, espe-
cially in secret prayer, with gracious
groanings which cannot be uttered;
with a degree of self-abhorrence and
of self-renunciation; with a longing
for the favour, the resemblance and
the presence of God in the soul. And
all this, not from a mere wish to avoid
punishment, but likewise from a con-
cernforhavinglosttheimage of God’s
holiness, for having crucified the Sav-
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iour ofsinners, and for having grieved
and been estranged from the ador-
able Spirit of grace. It is easy to ob-
serve, that here is a strong mixture of
love toward all the persons of the
Trinity; and it is by this love (though
perhaps weak as a burning thread,
and small as a grain of mustard-seed)
that evangelical fear is chiefly distin-
guished from legal. The letter is the
unaffectionate awe of an indignant
slave, who is forced to submit against
his will, who hates the hand that
strikes, who loves nothing but ease
and dreads nothing but the lash. While
the sinner, who experiences the fear
whichis evangelical, abhors sinforits
own sake as contrary to the nature
and command of the blessed God,
and abhors himselfforsin’s sake, and
because he is the subject of that de-
tested principle which sets him at so
great distance from the mortal like-
ness of infinite purity and excellence.

Concerning legal fear, weread, that
“there is no fear (i.e. no fear of that
kind) in love: for perfect love casteth
out fear”; meaning, that the sense of
God’s love is no sooner shed abroad
with fulllustre and efficacy inthe soul
than legal fear vanishes away, and
continues extinct during the shine of
God’s Spirit on the conscience. Con-
cerning evangelical fear, we read,
“Blessed is the man that feareth al-
ways”’; who is tenderly solicitous to
avoidanythingand every thing, which
may render him spiritually unlike that
holy, glorious and gracious Being,
whom he ardently wishes to resemble
and hold communion with.

But besides this filial, salutary fear,
which is one grand mark of regenera-
tion, abeliever, while he sojourns upon
earth, is liable to fears of a mixed,
heterogeneous kind, which seems to
be partly legal and partly evangelical.
To this head may be referred anxious
doubtings, painful misgivings and evil
surmisings of remaining unbelief.
These are occasioned, directly and
immediately, by the imperfections of
inherent grace below, and, remotely,
by the permissive appointment of God,
who has decreed, that perfect happi-
ness must be waited for till we get
home to heaven. Where our graces
complete, our bliss would be com-
plete too, for perfection of grace is
glory itself.

In the meanwhile, it is even needful
for the Christian traveller to be exer-
cised with a thorn in the flesh; and to
be at times in such a state as may
convince himthat earthis not his rest,
or a mount whereon to pitch taber-
nacles of continuance; that he must
carry his cross before he receives his
crown; that he must combat before he
conquers; and sow in tears anteced-
ently to his reaping in joy. | believe
from Scripture, from observationand
from experience, thatallGod’s people
do occasionally pass underthe cloud,
and are baptized unto Christ in the
cloud and in the sea of spiritual dark-
ness and distress. Jesus Himself,
though He had no sin, was thus bap-
tized. All Thy waves and storms (said
David, in the Person of the Messiah,
and addressing himself to God the
Father) are gone over me. Even from
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my youth up, Thy terrors have | suf-
fered with a troubled mind.

No wonder then that the members
should be sprinkied with those wa-
ters, which were pouredintorrents on
the mystic Head. And let the suffering
members of Christ’s elect body re-
member, to their great and endless
comfort, that even tormenting fears
are perfectly consistent with the real-
ity of grace. This was the psalmist’s
state and the psalmist’s experience:
Thoughlam sometimes afraid, yet put
I my trust in Thee.

Hence it is evident that faith and
fear, though not good friends, are
sometimes very near neighbours; yea,
thatthey often lodge in one house, i.e.
in one and the same heart. Indeed,
they seldom appeartogether: forwhen
the one walks abroad, the other usu-
ally keeps within doors. When faith is
alert and active, fear hangs its head
and pines. When fear is lively, faith
takes to its bed and languishes. So
strong is the antipathy of the two prin-
ciples, that the sickness of one is the
health of the other.

They are perpetually quarrelling and
skirmishing. And though fearnowand
then gives faith a home thrust, faith
will most certainly (and sometimes
she knows it) getthe better at last, and
survive heradversary. Yet, though faith
will infallibly outlive fear, faith is not
immortal. She too must die, and that
by God’s own hand: for she is so
strong, even when weakest, that none
can deprive her of existence but He
that gave it. Her death will be a willing
and a delightful one. When the hour
comes, she herselfwill notwishtolive

a moment longer. The soul, in which
she dwells, being severed from its
body and taken up to heaven, faith
gladly and triumphantly expires un-
der the meridian blaze of sight. In the
meanwhile, there are times when,
brightening into full assurance, she
longs for her own annihilation, and is
even straitened until it be accom-
plished. Atlength, having acted as the
believer’s companion and guide
through the wilderness, she sees him
safe to the threshold of heaven; and,
the very instant he steps over that
threshold, and enters within the veil,
she takes her leave of him for ever.
As to fear, though she may, in some
believers, keep pace with faith and
even outrun faith during the greatest
part of the earthly race, yet the waters
of death (if she die not before) will kill
her effectually and finally. The mere
prospect of that stream may perhaps
give her fresh vivacity and strength;
but no sooner does she beginactually
to touch that water, than she expires,
and the renewed soul which had been,
through her means, all its life-time
subject to bondage, passes the river
with courage, serenity and joy. Holy
desire cuts the cable. Faith hoists the
flag. Prayer spreadsthe sail,and God’s
Spiritbreathes the auspicious breeze.
All the graces of the heart are in exer-
cise and ply their oars to the music of
hovering angels. The dividing waters
present a smooth expanse for the ran-
somed of the Lord to pass over. All is
harmony. All is bliss. And thus does
the precious freight, the disembodied
soul, land in triumph on the golden
coast, and hardly staying to take a
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view of her dead enemies on the op-
posite shore, makes directly to the
presence of God, and to the throne of
Him that was slain.

Unwillingly | return to earth, and
withdrawing my mind from a contem-
plation of the glory that shall be re-
vealed, descend to consider the vari-
ous fears towhich allGod’s converted
people, and myself among the rest,
aresubjectwhileimprisoned inabody
of clay.

Within are fears. Forthat sorceress,
whose name is fear, can transform
herself into a multiplicity of shapes,
though she is in reality the same iden-
tical hag in all.

Sometimes she assumes the mantle
of pretended humility, and whispers
that ““we must not give absolute credit
to God’s covenant and promises, nor
aspire to the comfort and enjoyment
of them, for fear of being presumptu-
ous.”

Anon, she wears the mask of cau-
tion: “Do not rejoice in God’s elec-
tion, and in Christ’s righteousness,
for fear of being a self-deceiver.”
Whereas, in reality, all who can em-
brace the free favour of God, and all
who can fay hold on the righteous-
ness of Christ, have a covenant right
to both. And why should not they, who
have a right to these, rejoice in the
God to whose rich and immutable
grace they are indebted for it?

At another time, fear accosts us in
the garb of affected holiness. “You
must bring,” says she, a price in your
hand to God the Father, or Christ’s
redemption will profit you nothing.”
Do not undervalue yourself by sup-

posing that you can do no good work
before you are justified. | tell you, that
you must work for life and justifica-
tion. Youmustdo good works in order
to be accepted, and fulfill a string of
terms and conditions, seeing you are
to be saved for your works, because
of your works, yea, according to the
merits of your works.” But thou, O
believer in Christ, flee these abomi-
nable doctrines. Harken not to them,
as you value the glory of God, the
freeness of grace, and the riches of
Christ, and interests of real holiness
and your own happiness. Remember
that the conditions of fallen man’s
salvation are two, and no more:
namely, perfectatonement forsinand
perfect obedience to the law. Both
these conditions Christ has com-
pletely fulfilled, in the stead and for
the infallible salvation of every soul
that comes to His blood for cleansing,
and to His righteousness for clothing.
“To what end, then, serves faith?”’ To
let thee into the knowledge, posses-
sion and enjoyment of this free and
finished redemption. “And to what
end serve good works?” Not to entitle
us to God’s favour, or even to pave
(much less to pay) our way to His
kingdom; but to glorify His name, to
adorn His gospel, to evidence our
adoption and benefit others on our
road to heaven.

Fear very frequently mimics the
voice of prudence and advises us as a
friend, “not to bring odium and incon-
veniences uponourselves by too strict
a moral walk, and by a too resolute
assertion of the doctrines of Christ.”
How bitterly did poor Peter weep for
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having listened to this serene song!
Andwhat rending agonies of heartdid
he feel for his sham prudence, after
the arrow of recovering grace, shot
from the eye of Christ, had pierced his
inmost soul! O Thou almighty Son of
God, save Thy people from the fear of
man. Not only pray for us, as Thou
didst for Peter, that our faith fail not
(and Thy prayer was heard: for his
faith itself failed not, though his pro-
fession of it did); but pray also in our
behalf that our faith may never even
seem to fail.

Fearis sometimes apttobesetthose
who, of all persons in the world, should
have nothing to do with it, unless to
trample it under their feet. | mean, the
ministers of God’s Word. O Ye stan-
dard bearers of the Most High, be
strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. Good Mrs. Ayscough, who
was burned for the Protestant faith,
when she was offered her pardon at
the stake on condition she would re-
nounce the truth, cried out with holy
indignation, “I did not come hither to
denymyLORD and Master.”| desire to
remember her words, every time | as-
cend the pulpit. A mincing, timid, par-
tial declaration of the gospel is a vir-
tual denial of Christ Himself. Rather
die with the gospel standard in your
hands than resign a thread of it to the
enemy: like heroic Valasco, the Span-
ish general who, when the Havannah
was taken by the English, scorned to
surrender the national flag, and nobly
expired with his colours wrapped
round his arm.

But there are seasons of personal
dryness when fear, like anarmed man,

assaults the faith and liveliness of
God’s ambassadors. They are per-
haps at a loss even for a subject to
preach from. All resources seem to be
shut up. They flit in their own minds
from text to text, and for a long time
can fix on none. They cry in secret,
“Lord, howcan wespread thetable for
Thy people except Thou bring the
venison to our hands?” Or, with the
disciples of old, “Whence shall we
have bread for the multitude, here in
thewilderness? Thedear people flock
to the Word, as doves to their win-
dows, and we, alas, have little or
nothing to_feed them with.”

At such times of doubt and barren-
ness, castyourself at large upon God,
and distribute the Word as you are
enabled. In all probability, the fishes
and the loaves will increase in your
hands, and God will administer bread
enough and to spare. It is kind and
wise in the Holy Spirit to make us feel
that we are nothing, and that the ex-
cellency of the power is of Him and not
ofus. The lesson of dependence upon
His arm of grace alone is profitable,
though not always palatable, to our
proud, deceitful hearts. To the glory
of the divine faithfulness | say it, that
for my own part some of my happiest
pulpit opportunities have beenwhen|
have gone up the stairs with trembling
knees and a dejected spirit: nay (twice
or thrice in my lifetime) when | have
been sofar reduced as to be unable to
fix on atexttill the psalm or hymn was
almost over. These are not desirable
trials but they redound, however, to
the praise of Him who has said, “With-
out Me ye can donothing”; and whose
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almighty love can elicit light out of
darkness, even out of darkness that
may be felt.

On the whole, let aii God’s peopie,
both ministers and private Christians,
come to the Lord by prayer for deliver-
ance from the fears that do most eas-
ily beset them. Bind them up in a
bundle, and throw them at the foot of
the cross, and implore God’s Spirit to
shine them away. Be humbled on ac-
count of them, but not discouraged.
Proclaim eternal hostility against un-
believing fear in all its branches; but
know that it is God who must teach
your hands to war and your fingers to
fight.

No man appears to have been more
subject to fears and cares than David,
though he had been enabled to van-
quish a lion and to slay a giant. What
course did he take for relief in his
hours of distress and tremor? He
prayed to Him that is mighty to save.
And his success was answerable. |
sought the Lord, and He heard me;
yea, He delivered me out of all my
fears.

Several of the fears to which God’s
people are exposed have already been
considered. The enumeration of a few
more shall conclude the subject.

By Agustus Montague Toplady
From Gospel Standard
October & December 1990

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS 3 /93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE,

To the Household of Faith:

8l hat there is wickedness
| abounding andincreasingin

=-2N| (so to speak) leaps and
bounds herein America, ofthatl have

no doubt; and that we, in our flesh,
cannot understand why God the Cre-
ator would let such occur, of that |
have no doubt; but by the grace of
“God,” my mind is broughtto remem-
brance of a passage of Scripture - sin
abounds, that grace might much more
abound and also - vengeance is Mine,
saith the Lord. And after all; who or
what is man? that he may question
God’s way or manner in His operation
of His government as is His own good
will and pleasure. There is oh so very
much that is far beyond our under-
standing and except for those things
of His that He is pleased to reveal unto
us, we have absolutely no rightful
understanding of them at all. Now |
feel fully aware that God is in no need
of my defense, but would (if God’s
will), remind us of some of His Holy
words of Holy truths - | create evil, |
made some vessels unto honor and
some unto dishonor; some vessels of
mercy, and some of wrath; Jacob have
| loved. Esau have | hated, neither of
them having yet been born to know
good or evil. And to His afore chosen
vessels of His mercy - My grace is
sufficientforthee; | willhave mercy on
whom | will have mercy, and whom |
will | hardenth.

The very nature of man, in his flesh,
is sinful, wicked and selfish; therefore
he is totally without any self ability to
determine any Holy truth concerning
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the true and Holy attributes of “‘God,”
his (man’s) Creator; thereby confirm-
ing that Scripture that saith - none are
good no not one; as He looked down
upon mankind upon the earth.

It is far beyond the comprehension
of man, to even remotely perceive of
what is - absolute perfection, why? by
reason of man’s own self’'s imperfec-
tion. Not by any means to infer of
God’s lack, in His creation of man and
all things else, oh no not that; for on
His part, as He looked uponiit all, it all
was good and very good, as is all that
He doeth. Man is the committer of sins
against his Creator God and His en-
lightened children are fully aware of
the fact, that their sins against their
“God” is exceedingly sinful; and yet
with all the awful sins mankind-has
committed it has not changed even
one iota, that which God saw would
and shall be, all the way thru, from the
beginning of time unto its ending, and
all resultings that derive from it all so
being.

But for the grace of God, hell would
surely be the stay of all mankind, after
this earthly world is no more, and that
justly so; for nofleshly man orwoman,
has ever done even one thing, to merit
a place in heaven and immortal glory.
And so it is - Salvation is of the Lord.
While God’s afore chosen children
walk upon this sin cursed earth, they
are unable to fully comprehend of just
how greatly and wonderfully they were
graced, with God having sent His only
begotten Son Jesus Christdown upon
this earth, on their behalf; to do every-
thing necessary, to pave that strait
and narrow way, for their travel on the

wings of His everlasting love, unto
heaven and immortal glory, to ever be
with their Holy Father, God, and to
evermore sing ceaseless and undi-
vided praise unto His great and Holy
name; and so it is with His little chil-
dren, while they walk in this wilder-
ness and lowground of sin and sor-
row, they (and | hope |) must remain,
with only a sweet and precious hope
in their breast, for a better place after
this world is no more. | just so hope,
this hope | feel, could be a lively hope
in my Lord. | do so much desire that
ALL my trust be in the Lord and God,
forl canthink of none other who could
possibly be trustworthy, surely not in
myself, of all things.

| am so sure that | have no doubt of
this one thing, the merciful God has
showered His blessings upon this
poor undeserving sinner, all the days
of my life; oh I would be so very thank-
ful unto Him, if | could; but without His
furnishings - | can do nothing, not
even life, breath or have my being, |
am just totally and completely help-
less.

This past October 1992, my Creator
God had kept and sustained this poor
sinner for 80 years; | cannot tell you
why He chose to sustain my unprofit-
able life, Lo these many years; except
to say, it was His will, and so He has
His Own purpose in and for so doing;
and therefore, | must (if His will) ac-
cept it all as just that; for | feel and
believe, that the fulfillment of His will,
purpose and pleasure, is all that could
really and truly matter, or be of impor-
tance in the whole being of all things.
This hope | feel in my breast, is oh so
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sweet and precious (it seems) to my
very soul; and if it (as | hope) be a
lively hope, then it must be and surely
is - A free gift from God; for | assure
you of this one thing, | never no never
did even one thing or deed toward the
earning of that hope.

The Old School or Primitive Baptist
militant churches, in this part of the
country, are dwindling down in num-
bers of members in each; and many of
the churchmeeting houses are closed
for good; and surely this seems so
very sad to us; and yet whenever He
be pleased to remind us of that very
fact of Holy truth, that except it be His
will, purpose and pleasure, for itso to
be, then all the devils on earth and in
hell, could not make it so; it is then
and then only, we are enabled to in
truth feel and say - Thy will be done O
God.

Since the days of Adam, mankind
has tried in every devise he could
muster, to prove his Creator “God” to
bealiar, that His word is false, thereby
that Christ is non existent; for Christ,
the Son of God, is the word of God.

The worldly of mankind to this day,
are either saying there is no God, orin
effect saying, He is weak, and of less
intelligence, than is man. Some say
man came from the monkey, some say
he came from a fish, some say he
evolved from one thing or another;
While some say that there is a God,
but yet He is in need of man’s help;
while either of the above does in fact
say - there is no Three-in-One, true
and living almighty God. To say that
any man of himself can, in any way
shape or form, aid another, even one

iotatoward heavenandimmortal glory,
is in effect denying every word of Holy
truth, and so is saying that Christ the
only begotten Son of God, was and is
without purpose. When it is said - this
is a hard doctrine; if it is meant, it is
hard to believe; | would say this -
except one be taught it of God, it is
entirely impossible to believe. Once
one has been shown what he really is
by nature, and what he must be by the
grace of God, and has been giventoin
Holy truth love the Old School or Primi-
tive Baptist and what they stand for,
then that one will go to his grave still
an Old School or Primitive Baptist.
For God’s work in one is never in
vain, for what God does is done for-
ever. The riches of Jesus Christ, are
indeed and in truth unsearchable; and
so whenever we are blessed to hear
an Old School or Primitive Baptist
minister who is enabled to declare the
whole council of God, what uncount-
able blessings were involved, in just
this one enjoyment coming to pass;
both ministerand hearer were blessed
with adesire to go, and blessed with a
way to get there, and blessed with an
Holy ear to hear, and a heart to under-
stand, what the minister was blessed
withor given, those precious words of
Holy truth to speak. It is just as impos-
sible for us to count all the blessings
bestowed upon us, as itis impossible
to count all the grains of sand upon
the sea-shore. O that | might be en-
abled to in Holy truth, Praise ‘“God”
fromwhom all blessings flow. In hope,
| could be one among you, | say - Dear
Brethren: there just is no other name
in heaven, oramong the inhabitants of



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

63

the earth, could possibly be worthy of
even one word of praise, honor or
glory, both now and forever more. |
say this to anyone, who may receive
any good feeling, while reading this,
praise only ‘“God the Three-in-One”
for it all.

Troy G. Shepard

VOICES OF THE PAST

Jesus completely calls and equips
His ministers. Tells them what to
say. They don’t go for money.

St. Luke 9:6 “And they departed,
and went through the towns,
preaching the gospel, and healing
everywhere.”

n the previous verse, Jesus
called His disciples to Him
- ] and gave them power over
uncleansplrlts and commanded them
to go and preach. | would like to call
yourattentiontothe teachingof Jesus
to these He is sending to preach. He
told them to take nothing for their
journey, no script, nor purse, and not
eventwo coats. This shows how com-
pletely He equips them for this work.
Also how vain, and futile all the frivo-
lous things of this world are, sofar as
even helping to prepare them for this
work. You will note by reading the
preceding verses of this chapter that
Jesus bothcalls, sends, and qualifies
His preachers. Also you will note in
Matt.10:7, He tells them not only what
to do but alsowhat to say. Read, also,
several verses below this last refer-

ence. He tells them how to act when
comingintoahouse orcity, whattodo
in case ofthose who reject the gospel,
andwhatthey are sentto preach.soit
is all very completely arranged. They
do not have to go to some earthly
preachers’ school as is the foremost
thought ofthose who preach an earthly
gospel, or as Paul puts it: another
gospel.

Dear reader, let me ask you a ques-
tion here. How many, so called, preach-
ers do you suppose there would be
today if there were no consideration
of purse, script, shoes, education, nor
adesirable livelihood? I feel they would
be few indeed, were it not a fact that
with the most of them purse, script,
shoes, clothes, and alivelihood is the
first considerationwith them. The ones
Jesus sends are different to this. They
will go, and they will preach, and do
the things that Jesus has sentthem to
do. The results of their preaching will
fulfill the holy purpose of God. Like
the rain and the snow that cometh
upon the earth to water it, and to
causeittobud, and bringforthseed to
the sower and bread to the eater: “So
shall my word be that goeth forth
out of my mouth; it shall not re-
turn unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.” Isaiah 55:10,
11. So, it is to be like the snow and
rain. Do you know of anything we can
doorlearnof menthatwill causerain?
Do you know any way the grass and
plants of the earth can keep from be-
ing watered when the rain falls? Can
the grass, plants, or trees keep from
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producing fruit, when everything is
sent from God, and prospers to that
end? | do not, though it often seems
that rain does but very little good, that
we are able to see. But, be it little or
much, God sends it upon both the just
and unjust - Matt. 5:45. Which is a
figure of the preached word. When it
comesitrevives,and makes the grass,
which is alive, grow and flourish, and
bring forth fruit, some thirty, some
sixty, and some an hundred fold, as in
the parable of the sower. To the grass
which is dead it only serves to further
its motification, or causes it to rot.

2Cor.2:15,16- “Forwe are unto
God a sweet savour of Christ, in
them that are saved, and in them
that perish: To the one we are the
savour of death untodeath; and to
the other the savour of life unto
life. And who is sufficient for these
things?” So, we are not surprised
when we see a child of God rejoicing
and flourishing under the
dewdrippings of the sanctuary of
God’s gospel nor, when on the other
hand, we see one who is mortified,
and who cannot see nor hearanything
about it. That is not in any way com-
forting to them. The dropping of the
rainmakes manifestthatwhichis alive,
and also that which is dead.

Now let us quote St. Luke 9:6 again.
“And they departed, and went
through the towns, preaching the
gospel, and healing everywhere.”
What were they preaching? THE GOS-
PEL, GOOD NEWS. To everybody?
No, it is only good news to the poor,
and that because of the blessing of
God. He sends the preaching to them

not in word only, but also, in power
and in much assurance, and the Holy
Ghost. That is why it is good news to
them. On the other hand, those who
have eyes and cannot see, ears and
cannot hear, and hearts and cannot
understand, it is bad news and a
stumblingblock, and foolishness, as
is plainly stated in 1 Cor. 1:23. This
accounts for the reason that the Gos-
pel does not affect all the same way.
So they went everywhere, preaching
and healing, to the glory of God.

St. Luke 20:1 - “And it came to
pass, that on one of those days, as
he taught the people in the temple,
and preached the gospel, the chief
priest and the scribes came upon
him with the elders.” It is very sig-
nificantto my mind thatthe reason the
chief priests were so concerned about
Him, and what He did and what He
preached, is that He was preaching
the truth, the good news, to the poor
and brokenhearted, and to the glory of
God, and not to the praise of men, and
not the doctrine and commandments
of men - Matt. 15:9. So, if He had been
teaching anything else all the chief
priests and all the high moguls would
have been for Him, and would have
been ready to receive Him with open
arms. The reason they rejected Him
and His gospel was as Jesus told
them: “Because I tell you the truth
ye believe me not.” - St. John 8:45.
As much as to say, If | would tell you
something that was not the truth, then
you would believe it, because you are
equipped to grasp an untruth and
wouldlikeit. Soitis yet,in our day and
time. The Lord’s gospel truth, as it is
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in Christ Jesus, none of the chief
priests, or the high and lofty, and
worldly preacher do not, and cannot
see and believe it. They will do the
poor servants of God the same as
these did our Saviour. They will op-
pose and question those grand and
glorious things of God, and His gos-
pel. Notbecause they are notthe truth,
because they are the truth, but be-
cause they are not blessed to see the
truth.

Jesus said on one occasion, “I
thank thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast re-
vealed them unto babes. Even so,
Father: for so it seemed good in
thy sight.” - Matt. 11: 25, 26. Not only
could they not see, but this Scripture
says these things of the gospel, and
of the miraculous power of God was
hidden from them, and was revealed
unto babes. Doyouthink, dearreader,
that they could find something that
God has hidden from them? Regard-
less of the very extensive explanation
that could be made on the above text,
God was perfect in hiding the things
from the wise, the prudent, the chief
priest, and | think that He is the same
perfect God now as He was then. The
chief preachers of this land are in the
same shape they were then. God also
shows, in this text, He is perfect in
revealing these same things to those
referred to as babes, which shows
they are not capable of themselves to
receive these things, that God might
be glorified in this work of revealing,
as well as in this hiding it from the
wise.

Now we come to Acts 8:25 - “And
they, when they had testified and
preached the word of the Lord,
returned to Jerusalem, and
preached the Gospel in many vil-
lages of the Samaritans.” First |
want to show, from this passage, that
the two words, namely the Gospel,
and Word, are used interchangeably,
so wherever Word is used in connec-
tion with preaching or otherwise in
the inspired writings of the Bible it
means, or is equivalent to the Gospel.
Christ is the Word, and Christ is the
Gospel, or the good news to sinners,
who have been made alive by the Spirit
of God. To prove that He is the WORD
we have only to refer to the inspired
record in Rev. 19:13. “And He was
clothed with a vesture dipped in
blood; and His name is called the
WORD OF GOD.” Also, you should
notice, and consider the language re-
corded by John, or St. John 1:1 - “In
the beginning was the WORD and
the WORD was with God, and the
WORD was GOD.” So from a Scrip-
tural standpoint, the Word is God, and
the WORD is Christ, and the WORD is
the Holy Ghost. It is recorded, “there
are three that bear record in
heaven, the FATHER, the WORD,
and the HOLY GHOST, and these
three are one.” - 1 John 5:7. Inas-
much as the three are said by inspira-
tionto be one,thenwhenthe WORD is
preached, GODis preached,the HOLY
GHOST is preached, CHRIST is
preached, the GOSPEL is preached.

Now letus ask a few questions along
this line. When the true WORD, or
CHRIST, or GOSPEL, is preached,
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does itdo the person any good unless
the Holy Ghost accompanies it? My
answer is and the Scriptural answer
is, NO. Take the ianguage of inspira-
tion, “Wherefore I give you to under-
stand, that no man speaking by the
Spirit of God calleth Jesus asscursed:
and thatnoman can say thatJesus is
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” - 1
Cor. 12:3.You can see thatthe entirety
of the Holy Trinity is involved, and are
inseparably connected.

How could it do a poor lost and
ruined sinner any good to preach to
him, either the Father, God, or the
Holy Ghost, as God out of Christ is a
consuming fire - Heb. 12: 29. You may
read also in this same chapter where
even the greatly blessed servant
Moses, when broughtto the mountain
of God’s Holiness, did greatly fear,
quake, and tremble. Neither he nor
any of the children of Israel dared to
touch that mount, without that Spiri-
tual Rock that Moses smote, contrary
to God’s commandment, out of which
WATERS gushed forth and they did
eat and drink of this same Spiritual
Rock, which Rock was, and is, Christ,
1 Cor.10:4. There can be no gospel, or
good news, to poor sinners, to the
brokenhearted (and that is who the
gospel is to) without Christ. No man
can receive Christ without the Holy
Ghost as | have already shown by 1
Cor. 12:3. So there is not any way for
mortal men to describe the wonder-
fulness, mysteriousness, glorious-
ness, and sublimeness of Christ, the
Holy Ghost and the gospel, and what
it teaches, and implies in the good
news from heaven andimmortal glory

to a poor condemned sinner before a
Just, Merciful, Holy, Righteous, Eter-
nal, Unchangeable, Sovereign, All
Powerful, Self Existent God. It is en-
tirely beyond the description of mor-
tal tongue or pen. The more we are
given to see, taste and handle of it the
more we are made to see our nothing-
ness, our sinfulness and our short
comings. The more we see the oceans
of His love, mercy, pity, and compas-
sion toward His covenant people,
whom He chose in Christ Jesus be-
fore the world began as recorded in
Ephesians 1:4, and many other places
in the Holy Word of Inspiration, the
more we see the greatness of God.

Dear reader, may God enable us to
feel and taste these heavenly and glo-
rious things, and feed there on, and
grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of the truth, as Peter admonishes in 2
Peter 3:18. That we might be blessed
tograsp the grand and glorious teach-
ings, and implications, in behalf of
God’s children. No wonder Paul said,
“O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out!” - Romans
11:33. It is unsearchable in its full-
ness even to the children of God, but
those from whom itis hid there is not
even the very slightest degree of any
possibility of them being able to see
intothese gracious things.1John 5:7.
The only reason why they have ever
been understood by God’s dear chil-
dren,isitseemedgood, as Jesus said
in this last reference, to reveal these
things to His people.
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Acts 14:7-“And theretheypreached
thegospel.”Preceding this shortverse
of Scripture, we find that envy, jeal-
ousy and hatred, toward the apostles
had waxed very great in Iconium,
where they were. They fled to the cit-
ies of Lystra, and Derbe, cities of
Lycaonia. If they had not been true
preachers of the true gospel, they
would have quit preaching. The rea-
son they preached it was because
they were sent by the Lord to preach
His gospel. If you will notice here in
thereading ofthese circumstancesin
connection with what Jesus said to
them when He was sending them to
preach, youwill find evidence that He
had sentthem and they were carrying
out the instructions of their Master,
and so will all the true servants of
God.

In Matt. 10:23, we read, “but when
they persecute you in this city flee
ye into another.” That is exactly
what they were doing in the above
reference. Jesus had warned the
apostles when He sentthem out, they
would be hated, and persecuted of all
menforHis name’s sake -Matt. 10:22.
if a man preaches a gospel today, in
these times of greatliberty, thatis not
hated, and despised, and persecuted,
then you may know that it is not the
gospel thatthe Lord Jesus Christand
His apostles preached. Letmedropa
thought here. Doyouknow of apeople
anywhere that are persecuted, and
derided, and despised, and rejected
as the poor, scattered and despised
Primitive Baptists? The doctrine they
preachis one of the main ones most of
the religious professors instruct ev-
erybody to be against. The only way
any of them can escape this persecu-
tion, and derision is to tone down on

the preaching ofthe true doctrine, and
mix in at least some works of the
creature - in some measure, at least,
conform to this world. | know some
who like the name Primitive Baptist
who have done that, and they are get-
ting along far better in appearance
than those that do not do this. They
have more members and larger
crowds, but Jesus said, “Fear not
little flock; for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the king-

dom.” - St. Luke 12:32.
Elder R.W. Rhodes

EXPERIENCE
January, 1949

“That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with
us.” -1 John 1:3

mm| N this beginning of a new

|| year we are mindfulto medi-
| tate upon the things which
we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked
uponand our hands have handled out
ofthe word of life. We have a desire to
review the Lord’s dealings with us,
giving diligence to make our calling
and election sure. We are writing this
epistle to the household of faith be-
seeching you to note the waymarks
along the path we have traveled. If it
so be that you recognize the markers
along the way as being the path you
have traveled, then you have fellow-
shipwith us; ifthey be strangetoyou,
thenyou canclass us as astrangerto
the household of faith.
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It has been so long since we have
written you that we feel some kind of
explanation would be appropriate. A
fewmonths ago we were employed by
a concern that required our services
from eleven to seventeen hours aday
for six to seven days each week. We
were content to pursue this with the
vainthoughtthatatan opportunetime
we could again take up our commun-
ion with brethren and meditations
upon the Scriptures. We held this po-
sition three months and upon its ter-
mination tried fervently for one month
to renew our relationship with breth-
ren and lay hold on the Spirit of God.
It pleased God to cut us off and to
make us know that our trials were in
vain.

When we had given up all hope and
were persuaded that we had been a
deceiver and that our lot was with the
wicked, the Lord graciously came to
ourrescue, renewing ourinterestand
relationship with Him and our breth-
ren. Prior to this wonderful renewing
of the Spirit we tried many times to
pray, meditate, write and sing, but it
was so cold and formal thatit made us
shudder. As in the case of John we
had to be shownagainthat Jesus was
the Christ. Do you ever go down into
the valley so low that you forget your
dependence upon the grace of God
and strive in vain to deliver yourself?
Are your strivings and seeming zeal
ever so formal and cold that you are
condemned as a hypocrite?

Now | would like to go back in my
meditations, the Lord willing, and
briefly state to you some of the high-
lights along the pathway that | have

traveled. | was born September 28,
1906 in Amity, Arkansas. lwas brought
up under the tutorship of religious
parents of high moral character who
taught that a home in heaven was
gained by good works done by indi-
viduals here. | was taught that | was
capable of performing these good
works upon my own volition. | grew up
as a regular attendant in Sunday
School and church, and zealously
studied the Bible from my earliest
recollections.l beganto speakin pub-
lic before | was ten years old and was
given the position as Sunday School
teacherinmy early teens. When lwas
fifteen Ibecame amember of the Kelly
Division of the Missionary Baptist
Church, and on the next night gave a
prepared lecture on John 3:16. | was
often called upon to speak in the ab-
sence of ordained ministers, and while
yet in my teens was ordained to the
fullwork of ministry inthat denomina-
tion. | had a bad case of “‘I-itus” feel-
ing myself to be worthy of imitation
andclassing myself as being the most
influential speaker in that section of
the country. | was very zealous in
revival meetings trying to show sin-
ners that they were treading the path
that leads to hell and urging them to
turn, do right and be saved.

During this period of my career |
think God taught me my first lesson.
Anordained minister fromHot Springs,
Arkansas had been selected to con-
ductarevivalinthe community where
Iwas teaching school. Nightafter night
he vehemently warned sinners toflee
the wrath to come. He had labored
hard to move them to action but not
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one had come to the “mourner’s
bench.” The night before the meeting
was scheduled to close hecametome
and told me that he had done all that
he coulddo and had gotten noresults,
requesting me to take charge the next
nightand seewhatlcould do.lagreed
to do this as | saw that it was an
opportunity for me to make a greater
reputation.

| carried my Bible and notebook
with meto school the nextday and on
my return stoppedbeside abrook and
outlined asermononthetheme, “Sin-
ners in the hands of an angry
God,” usingas atext, “Thou shaltbe
cut off and that without remedy.”

| was anxious for the meeting to
begin that night. | was blessed with
oratorical eloquence to such an ex-
tent that hell was pictured so awful,
and God as being so angry at their
unconcernedness that whenthealtar
call was made, many people flocked
to the altar. | have never forgottenthe
anxious expression of fearamidstthe
tears on the face of the first one who
extended her hand toward me at that
time. Neither shall | forget the awful
tones of the voice of Almighty God
whenHe spake to mejust beforeltook
her hand in mine. This voice thun-
dered, “Who are you, thatyou should
invite?”” My fears were made more
terrible when that same voice con-
vinced me that | was asinner, a hypo-
crite and a liar. This was the first time
that | had ever realized myself as a
sinner. The blackest, vile person that
I had thought of before seemed then
to be my superior.

While | was in this awful frame of
mind peopletried totellme how proud
| should be to be able to move the
people in such a way. Their intended
flowers were as thorns that con-
demned me more. | slipped out of the
house as soon as possible and tried
to flee from that terrible condition. |
tried to get myself right with God. The
things that | had glorified in before
were as filthy rags. For months and
months | moped about as a con-
demned sinner finding no comfort or
consolation in anything. | finally had
given up the idea of making myself
right with God when it pleased Him to
teach me anotherlesson.

Circumstances overwhich | had no
control placed me in a community far
distant from my home where they had
heard of me as being a preacher and
had arranged for me to preach one
Sunday night there. | was given this
information only one hour before the
service was to begin. My pleadings
would not convince them that | had
quit appearing before the public as a
preacher. Being caught in such cir-
cumstances, | was finally persuaded
that | could act the hypocrite at least
one more time. | thought | could pick
up one of my old themes and lecture
to them, but | could not think of any-
thing other than that | was a sinner.

Up to this time | had never heard of
anyone posing as a preacher who
would be sodisgraceful asto confess
himselfto be asinner. | went before a
big audience unprepared, withablank
mind concerning the Scriptures. My
foremost thought was that | was a
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sinner.lwas so upsetthatldid notgo
into the form of prayer, but groaned
within myself, “God, have mercy on
me.” | have never known whether |
read any scripture or not, but | was
given to feast upon the power, wis-
dom and holiness of God. God re-
vealed Himself to me that night as
having all powerin heaven and earth;
who spoke and itwas done; who com-
mands and itstands fast. | sawHim as
being so wise that He could conse-
cratethe acts of menand devils to His
own praise and glory. He appeared as
being so holy that He had awonderful
andrighteous purpose in everything.
When | came to realize where | was
that night, | closed the services, yet
feasting upon the characteristics of
God. | continued to enjoy these
thoughts enroute home that night in
my car alone. When about midway
home, mythoughts were reversed from
thinking upon God to thinking of my-
self. | saw a great gulf between God’s
power and my inability; God’s wis-
dom and my foolishness; God’s holi-
ness and my sinfulness. | tried again
in vain for months to span this gulf
and get myself right with God. Whenl|
had given up all hope it pleased God
to teach me another lesson.

Several months later lwas teaching
in this little town where | had this last
related experience, when amember of
the school board especially requested
me to attend with him a Wednesday
night service in the home of one J.H.
Langston. Elder A.D. Wall, who then
lived in Arkansas, was scheduled to
preach. Up to this time | had never
associated with Primitive Baptists and

did not know anything about them. |
had heardthat there was an ignorant
people who lived in remote places
whowhere called “Hardshells” whom
I was taught to fear and ignore. | was
informed that they justified them-
selves in the many devilish acts that
they performed and charged all their
meanness to God. | had heard that
Uncle Henry Langston was a
“Hardshell” and | quickly informed
this man that | did not care to attend
the service with him, giving him my
reason. He immediately told me that
he was surprised at my attitude and
furtheradded, “If | have ever heard a
Primitive Baptist sermon you
preached it here in this town.” | told
him that | would go with him for
curiosity’s sake as | had always won-
dered what | said that night, and that
| had yearned for such experience
again.

| went and Elder Wall was blessed
to take up every question that had
bothered my mind and answered it
with the Bible to my entire satisfac-
tion. Before he was through speak-
ing that night 1 was blessed to viewa
character that | had never seen be-
fore. | saw Jesus who was very God
and very man span the gulf that was
between me and my God. | saw that
dual character loom up before me
with one foot upon the earth, and the
other upon the throne of God in
heaven. | saw Him stoop lower than
theangels, yes lowerthanmen.|saw
Him as He reached down into the
miry slime of the slough of sin, and
even reach low enough to reach vile
me.|saw Himas He picked me up and
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washed me whiterthan snowwith His:

blood, and presented me without blem-
ish, spot orwrinkle carryingme across
the gulf and presenting me in the ho-
liest of holies in the presence of Al-
mighty God as a fit subject for that
eternal city.

Such mercy and amazing grace |
had never been able to behold before.
| was made to cry out praises to His
adorable name. | thought | had con-
fessed Jesus as my Savior but found
| had known nothing about Him be-
fore. | found myself speaking in a
strange language that all my former
associates knew nothing about and
they concluded | was crazy. | began
attending Primitive Baptist churches
and to my surprise found that the
ministers were telling my experience
and thoughts far better than | could
express them.

In the year 1930 all my earthly pos-
sessions were taken from me; my first
wife died; my body was afflicted and
my parents turned a cold shoulder to
me feeling that | had disgraced their
good name. Inthe midst ofall this, and
my feeling of unworthiness, | became
a member of the church that same
yearand was liberatedtospeakinthe
name of Christ. | was ordained in the
year1934 and married a Primitive Bap-
tist girlwhom the Lord has blessed to
be a sweet companion to me. She
understands my infirmities,and over-
looks my many faults and patiently
shares with me the heartaches and
tribulations attachedtothe careerofa
minister of the gospel. | have traveled
among this people in the different
sections of the country and find such

unity in beliefthatlam persuaded that
all are taught by the same Teacher. |
am determined to know nothing
amongyousave Jesus Christand Him
crucified. He is our salvation both for
time and eternity.

God has taught me in His wonderful
dealings with me the doctrine of sal-
vationsolely uponthe merits of Jesus
Christ to such extent that any other
doctrine is strange to my ears. | be-
lieve Jesus accomplishedthelawtoa
jot and a tittle, and His accomplish-
ments were accredited tothe account
ofthe peoplewhowerechoseninHim
before the foundation of the world.
His blood covered all the sins that
God’s people have ever committed,
arecommitting now orevershallcom-
mit. This is not proclaimedbecause of
any theory advanced by anyone, but
because ofthe things thatlhave expe-
rienced.

Elder E.J. Lambert

MEETINGS

SOUTH OUACHITA UNION

he South Ouachita Union
Meeting willbe held,the Lord
d] willing, on Saturday and
Sunday, April 17 & 18, 1993.

The meeting will be held at Union
Church, located about five miles
Southeast of Marion, La. All lovers of
the truth are invited to come and be
with us.

Ned Barron
AssociationClerk
(318)778-4217
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OBITUARIES

MRS. OKLEY MARY BREEDLOVE

e bow in humble submis-
sion to the will of a merciful

a9 | and kind Heavenly Father,
who in hIS mercy has seen fit to call
from our midst our dear sister and
mother in Israel. Mrs. Okley Mary
Breedlove. Although this brings sad-

ness toourhearts forwe shall see her
no more in this life. But let us rejoice
and believe that God has removed her
from a world of sin and sorrow and
she fell asleep in Jesus, to wait for
that call to be changed unto the like-
ness of Christ's Glorious body and to
be ever with him in Glory. Believing
that when Christ shall return to call
(Awake O Sleeping dust) those that
are his shall be changed in amoment
and twinkle of an eye and the spirits of
them he shall bring with him. Sister
Breedlove became a member of
Fairview Primitive Baptist Church in
Jan. 1975 along with her husband El-
der Ernest Breedlove who preceded
her in death. She was born Nov. 11,
1903 and died Nov. 28,1992 atthe age
of 89. Sister Breedlove was a believer
of salvation by the Grace and the truth
as it is in Jesus. At her passing she
leaves to mourn two daughters, and
five sons, 17 grandchildren, 20 great
grandchildren, two sisters, and a host
of friends. And we pray that God in his
wisdom and mercy will comfort them
in their time of need.

Services conducted at the funeral
home by Elder Harold Johnson and
she was laid to rest at Valley View
Memorial Park, Hurricane, W.Va.

Written by request of Fairview Primi-
tive Baptist Church.

Elder Ronald K. Crouch - Moderator
Elder Harold R. Johnson -

Asst. Moderator

Brother William A. Johnson - Clerk
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NEVER ALONE.
By Eben E. Rexford

“How many times discouraged
We sink beside the way;

About us all in darkness,

We hardly dare to pray;

Then through the mists and shad-
ows,

The sweetest voice e’er known,
Says, Child, am I not with thee,
Never to leave thee alone?

O soul, hast thou forgotten
The tender word and sweet,
Of him who left behind him
The print of bleeding feet?
I never will forsake thee,

O child, so weary grown;
Remember I have promised
Never to leave thee alone.

Take courage, way-worn pilgrim,
Though mists and shadows hide
The face of him thou lovest,
He's ever at thy side:

Reach out thy hands unto him,
And lo, the clouds have flown;
He smiles on thee who promised
Never to leave thee alone.”
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EDITORIAL

s our edito-
rial for this
2| monthweare
republishing the fol-
lowing.
Written in 1966.

ELDER R.H. CAMPBELL

GOD’S LOVEBESTOWED UPON US

“Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the
sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew
him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he shall appear,

we shall be like him, _for we shall
see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him,
purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.” (John 3:1-3).

This is the season of the year when
everyone is talking of brotherly love,
and peace on earth and good will to all
men. The world says that God’s love
is to all men everywhere; and that the
only thing that is required of them, is
that they accept it. This is not the love
of God that is set forth in the above
scripture; and is not the kind of love
that says, ‘Il have loved thee with an
everlasting love, therefore with loving
kindness have | drawn thee.”

| believe that one of the things that
all of God’s children have incommon,
is a heartfelt love for such scriptures
as the one above, because their expe-
riences teach them these truths. They
may have many and varied experi-
ences as they travel in this life: the
Lord leads theminthe way that pleases
him, in making himself known tothem
as their Saviour and King.

They may have been brought thru
heavy trials, sorrows and heartaches;
or He may have revealed himself to
them in a sudden mysterious revela-
tion of his love, mercy and grace, ina
way they themselves can’t explain.
There is one thing sure, however, it
will be in a way and manner that will
cause them to realize that it was per-
formed by the sovereign work of God;
and not the result of any works per-
formed by the creature. They will be-
gin immediately to search the Scrip-
tures; and they love to hear of the
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grace and mercy of an all wise, all
powerful, omnipotent God, whoworks
his will in the army of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth.
They are made toacknowledge God
in all their ways, and will no longer
claim to be directing their own steps;
or performing the works of God. They
realize that they never would have
chosen Christ as their Lord and Sav-
ioursince they did noteven know that
he existed until he made himself
known tothem. They nowfeelto know
what the writers are speaking ofin the
scriptures, because the scriptures
agree with their own experiences.
This love is bestowed upon God’s
childrensovereignly,andindependent
of any conditions met by them; in the
same manner as the rain and snow
falls upon all the earth according to
God’s ownpleasure. They realize that
something wonderful has been done
for them, and they sing, ‘“Amazing
grace, how sweetthe sound.” Orthey
read, ‘“‘Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us;”
and rejoice with joy unspeakable, be-
cause they now have a hope that they
are included with this people. This
also causes them to understand the
scripture, “Except a man be born of
the water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
They feel to be,indeed, a new creature
since this change occurred.
Theirwalk, theirtalk, and theirwhole
life has been transformedwithinthem.
It is not visible to the world at large,
but it is readily visible to those who
have been along the same path. The
individual may think that he is doinga

pretty good job of hiding it, but this is
thelampthatis notsetunderabushel.
It is seen by those who have been
given an eye to see. The individual
feels to be one alone at this time, for
he desires to be accepted among the
beloved; and yet he feels too unwor-
thy to be counted among the children
of God. These feelto be gettingworse,
instead of better. Their sincerest de-
sireis to be kept from doing anything
that would bring harm to the church,
ortothis precious truth, whichis now
their whole life. Oh, if they could only
know the love and longing, reaching
outtothem fromthose who have seen
the evidence manifestedintheir care-
ful, fearful walk.

Theirdesire to be with the brethren,
and hear them talk of these things,
andsingthe beautiful songs of praise;
and to hear the gospel of God our
Saviour proclaimed to their comfort
and understanding. They love to hear
of the power, predestination, foreor-
dination, and purpose of God in sav-
ing his people fromtheirsins, accord-
ing to the good pleasure of His own
will. How wonderful it is to believe a
doctrine such as this, and then to
have a hope that you see things in
your travels that indicate God has so
looked upon you!

As they continuetotravel inthis low
ground of sinand sorrow, reading the
experiences of others, hearing the
gospel preached, reading the Scrip-
tures, and, finally, after allattempts to
be better (in their mind) as a child of
God, they are made to acknowledge
that it is not in man that walks, to
direct his steps; and to acknowledge
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thatitis only through theloving mercy
of God that any will reach that heav-
enly home. All through this uneven
journey they never lose sight of that
hope that was set before them, when
they were turned from their former
ways. Though they will continue to
have trials as long as they live in this
world, in them all they will never lose
that hope. “Whichhopewe haveas an
anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which enterethinto that
within the veil, whitherourforerunner
isforus entered, even Jesus, madean
high priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec.” Thereis nofoundation
towhichtheirhope couldbe anchored,
tobemoresecure.ltisas sureas God
is God, and that Jesus Christ the Son
was sentinto the worldtoredeem that
which was lost. This is the hope that
purifieththe maninwhomi tdwells. (1
John 3:3)

This love that is bestowed uponthe
children of God, causes them to love
oneanotherwiththe samelove where-
with they themselves are loved. It
causes themtohaveallthingsincom-
mon, and each to prefer his brother
above himself. It causes them to de-
siretobe found attheirbrethren’s feet
in humble submissionto that bond of
lovethat unites their hearts and minds
in prayer to God, for the manifold
blessings which they have received
from His bountiful hand, and his lov-
ing kindness towards them.

Yes, what wondrous love is this, O,
my soul! May it ever fill the hearts of
God’s children while they travel this
wilderness of sin. This love is what
lifts them up above the things of this
life, and makes them sit together in
heavenly places in Christ, and feast

on the tender riches of God’s grace.
As it is written, “And now abideth
faith, hope, and charity; butthe great-
est of these is charity (love).” The
greatest giftis love. This is a beautiful
gift, for nothing except good comes
from any actions prompted by this
love dwelling in the hearts of His chil-
dren.

God is the giver of every good and
perfect gift. The scriptures teach that
“God is love,” and, “We love him
because hefirstlovedus.” Therefore,
God in the riches of his mercy and
grace, has given a little of himself to
everyone of his children; and this is
sufficient fortime and eternity, assur-
ing all the heirs of promise an ever-
lasting abode with him. “Behold what
manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us that we should be
called the children of God.”

“When loveinonedelightful stream
Through every bosom flows,

And union sweet and dear esteem
In every action glows.

Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy souls above:

And he’s an heir of heaven that
Jinds

His bosom glow with love.”

Herein lies their hope and prayer
that this is the love that passeth all
naturalunderstanding, and thatthis is
the seal wherewith their hope with
Christ in God, is sealed.

May God bless the truth and seal it
to his children to their joy and salva-
tion for time and eternity.

Richard H. Campbell,
Memphis, Tenn.
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CORRESPONDENCE

January 11,1993
Dear Elder and Sister Williams,

ow time seems to fly and
especially as the years go

ol by. But are we not surely
thankful that God is in control, and it
matters not thatthesefiniteminds are
slowing down. And as we are blessed
to meditate upon His precious word,
there are times when we are surely
given to ‘“‘rejoice in hope of the glory
of God,” if we're not deceived. I surely
believe that as Paul wrote in the 4th &
5th Chapters of Romans of the faith of
Abraham, he was also talking to all of
the household of faith in verses 23 &
24 of chap. 4, as he says, Now it was
not written for his sake alone, that is
was imputed to him, Butforus also, to
whom itshall beimputed, if we believe
on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord
from the dead, who was delivered for
ouroffenses, and was raised againfor
ourjustification,” andtheninthe1st5
verses of Chap. 5, can we not take
comfort! Surely that sweet hope is
what sustains us as we sojourn here -
canwewish formore? Indeed not, for
we do believe, in God’s grace and
mercy we’ve given to feel that “He is
our strength and our refuge, a very
present help in trouble, unworthy as
we know ourselves to be.

Dear Ones, | do hope all is well with
you and your sweet family. And may
Godbless youwith strengthand guid-

ance throughout this new year. We
look forward to avisit fromyousome-
time this year.

With much love, in Christ | hope,
ClomaMcLaughlin
Eustace, TX.

Brother Williams,

3] aving been led of God in the
last year to give myself to
2 2] diligentstudy of hiswordand
partlcularofhls sovereignty, the sub-
ject being much on my mind, while |
was at work tonight | began and fin-
ished the following article. Thoughts
came to my mind and | wrote them
down on scratch paperto be rewritten
later.lam submitting this toyouand if
you deem it fit and worthy to help any
of God’s peoplethat aretraveling this
road below, please printitinthe Signs
of the Times. If deemed unworthy
pleasediscarditand lwillbe nonethe
less well off.

This | believe the doctrine of God’s
absolute sovereign, predestinating,

foreknowledge, that is not contingent

uponman's believing but necessitates
thatthe sheep shall believe. Whereby
God elected, predestinated, chose,
called and effected their new birth
totally by his grace apart from any
thing that the dead sinner could do.
He effected this by the same power
with which he raised Christ from the
dead. Eph. 1:19-20.

The sheep's names were written in
the Lamb's Book of Life before the
foundation ofthe world. Notone name
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shall be added nor one name deleted.
Also the gifts and calling of God are
withoutrepentance. The deceivedand
the deceiver belong unto the Lord.

The doctrine of God’s absolute gov-
ernment of all worlds, ages, times,
things and men is the only doctrine
that gives God absolute glory and
shows the absolute depravity and in-
ability of man to affect his salvation
whatsoever. This leaves the unbeliever
and nominal believerto cry, why doth
Heyet find fault. It leaves the believer
prostate before his Savior giving all
praise, honour, and glory to God the
Fatherandsaying thoughyoushould
cast meintotheregions ofthe damned
yet will | praise thee but O Lord be
gracious and have mercy on this poor
wretched sinner.

Where does all this leave me, it
leaves me saying, | believe, Lord, help
thou mine unbelief and what if some
shall charge me with folly in this state-
ment. | shall reply with the same ques-
tion asked by the Apostie Paul. Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of
God’s elect. What if some shall be-
come irate and angry, towhich | reply
the wrath of man shall praise the Lord
and the remainder of wrath He shall
restrain.

This doctrine innoway impugnsthe
righteousness, holiness and love of
God. For all men stand justly con-
demned, their nature and sinful con-
dition demand judgement. For truly
Light is come into the world and men
loved darkness rather than light. Yes
he will have mercy on whom he will
have mercy.

Thank God for shining such light of
hope into this heart of mine 1 Cor. 4:6
May He spare me from the pious reli-
gionist that deny the Power of God
that purchased them when they say
He cannot save because man will not
let him.

Not one shall attain heaven that is
not purposed to be there. Nor shall
one be in hell that does not deserve
that just punishment of perdition.

To The Praise of His Glory Jesus,
there is no other name under heaven
whereby we must be saved. Faith is
believing that God is and that he shall
do what he has said he will do. Surely
the just shall live by faith. Jesus said
ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you free. If the Son shall
set you free, ye shall be free indeed.

Your in the hope of that high calling,
Larry W. Gibson

ARTICLES

Wisdom is good with an inherit-
ance: and by it there is profit to
them that see the sun. (Eccl. 7:11)

he wise man of the world, is
guided by his conscienceto
livemorally right,andtowalk
uprlghtly before his fellow man. The
spiritually wise, who are called fool-
ish by the world, are guided by the
Holy Spirit to walk uprightly before
God. This spiritual walk of those
guided by spiritual wisdom, is what
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we hope to discuss, God being our
strength.

The children of Grace once walked
as thefoolish. Theireyes were blinded
and they sought their joys in the de-
caying things of the world around
them. They were very busy choosing
whom they would serve among the
little gods of the earth. They were wise
in their own eyes, following the way
that seemeth right to a man, and
crooked paths of self-righteousness.
The blind led the blind and walked
afterthe counsel oftheungodly. Those
who walk after the flesh, mind the
things of the flesh and not of the
Spirit. This is not a good inheritance,
for the simple inherit folly, therefore
they cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, because theyarefleshandblood.
The things of the kingdom of God are
spiritually discerned. Though they
count themselves wise, in the light of
spiritual wisdom and truth they are
foolish and simple minded.

The question is, how can the blind
see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, to
find the good wisdom with an inherit-
ance? “Where shall wisdom be found,
andwhere is the place of understand-
ing?”’ “The fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom; and to departfrom evil thatis
understanding.”

Dear reader, do you ever try to re-
member when the fear of the Lord
entered your heart? When the scary
tales of the devil and his cohorts took
flight, as the evil spirits entered the
swineandwere chokedinthe sea? Do
you yearn and long and try to pray,
with me, that you actually experience
Godly fear,and thatyouare one of the

foolish things of this world, that He
choseto confound the wise? Didyou
turn from your former life of folly and
begin to fear God of your own free
will? Did you lift your feet from the
miry clay and place them upon the
rock, the sure foundation? I think not.
You were told inyour heart to “‘Stand
stilland see the salvation ofthe Lord.”

Though we see through a glass
darkly, and walk by faith and not by
sight, if we arewhat we hopetobe, the
foolish things of this world have
passed away, for us, and the inherit-
ance that comes with spiritual wis-
dom is our meat and drink. Christ’s
sermon on the mount gives in detail
the good inheritance; and those who
will receive it.

Let us reread the text, “Wisdom is
good with an inheritance: and by it
there is profit to them that see the
sun.” By it, there is profit. If we are
wise in the fear of the Lord, and re-
ceive an inheritance (an unearned
legacy) that profits us, the profitis as
much a gift as the inheritance. Christ
withwhomwe are heirs and joint heirs
we hope, died to satisfy the law in our
place, and gave us redemption from
thelawandsalvationtolife eternal. He
took away our stony heartand gave us
a heart of flesh. With this gift, he gave
light, truth,and wisdomto understand
there is no other way to enter the
climes of immortal glory except by
himself. He is the only door.

The new heart of flesh is wise to the
source of its profit. It knows the roads
it followed in folly. It knows the miry
clay, the desertland, and howling wil-
derness from which it was rescued.
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This heart that now is lowly, meek,
humble, poor, and wise to its own
short comings, looks to the Giver of
its inheritance, for wisdom, strength
and comfort. It dwells in the wisdom
that, “Man’s goings are of the Lord,
how can a man then understand his
ownway.”

How do those who are wise in the
fear of the Lord profit by this inherit-
ance? They arefilled with the needs of
the innerman as dictated by the Spirit.
Heknows and supplies ourevery need,
but not the whims and fancies of the
flesh. We are held down and made
humble, lest we become puffed up,
butthen He promised Paul “my grace
is sufficient forthee.” No matter what
the problem, orthornin the flesh, the
child of God is hemmed in,and hedged
about, by his promises, whichareyea
andamen.

Theythat mournshallbe comforted,
the meek shall inherit the earth, the
pure inheart shall see God, the merci-
ful shall obtain mercy, and they shall
sittogetherin heavenly placesinChrist
Jesus. “With the lowly there is wis-
dom,” says David, ‘‘and the wise shall
inheritglory.”

Every good and every perfect giftis
fromabove. The wise man knows him-
self to be lost and without hope, un-
less a power outside himself inter-
venes. All of his efforts have been
fruitless, and judgment seems his
doom. When Christ enters his heart
and makes anewmanwithinhim,then
can the little child of God say, ‘| can
do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.” Even though, to
himself, he feels sinful, unworthy and

unfruitful, his brethren can see his
new way, and his good and perfect
gifts, shining through the old man.
Faith, hope and charity are gifts that
wisdom bids him use wisely and are
profits from his inheritance. How won-
derfultowatcha Christian onthe new
road, as he is guided by wisdom. He
walks it by faith, also a part of the
inherited gift. Even though it is strait
and narrow and hard, and though he
falter and fall along the way, he is
neverlost norutterly castdown. Why?
Because his way is inthe light and he
is one of them that sees the sun. His
feetare planted and kept in the way of
life by the wisdom of that sun shining
in his heart; by the love and mercy of
that one that neither sleeps norslum-
bers. Toawayworn sinner,who knows
his own wickedness and vanity; who
has beentaught his own foolishness,
and has been made to knowitis notin
man that walketh to direct his steps,
then to him, “Truly the light is sweet,
and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes
to behold the sun.”

As all scripture is written for a profit
to the man of God, to the children of
God instead of the whole world, so is
the wording of this text written to a
certain people: “To them that see the
sun?” Brokeninto segments itmeans:
wisdom is good to them that see the
sun,oraninheritancetothemthatsee
the sun, or profit to them that see the
sun. So in reality, we have wisdom,
which is the fear of God; inheritance,
which is the promise of God; and
profit, which is the comforting faith
and hope in the fulfillment of those
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promises, all pertaining to this certain
people that see the sun.

| believe “Them that see the sun,”
are his people,choseninChristJesus
from the foundation of the world, and
that the sun in this instance is God.
“For the Lord God is a sun and a
shield.” (Psalm 84:11) Hechose them
as heirs of promise and settheirhope
and faith before them, as the path they
must walk, on which they will con-
tinue until they come into full posses-
sion of the profit of their inheritance,
within the veil.

These are thoughts, poorly pre-
sented, on adeep andwonderful sub-
ject. | hope that | have not been al-
lowed to do violence to its meaning,
and would love to hear some gifted,
inspired brother proclaim its deeper
meaning.

Mrs. Cisco Barron
Spearsville, La.

PSALM 119: 129-136.

Thy testimonies are wonderful:
therefore doth my soul keep them.

The entrance of thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto
the simple.

I opened my mouth, and panted:
JorIlonged for thy commandments.

Look thou upon me, and be merci-
Sul unto me, as thou usest to do
unto those that love thy name.

Order my steps in thy word: and
let not any iniquity have dominion
over me.

Deliver me from the oppression of
man: so will I keep thy precepts.

Make thy face to shine upon thy
servant; and teach me thy statutes.

Rivers of waters run down mine
eyes, because they keep not thy
law.

VOICES OF THE PAST

EXPERIENCE
Signs of the Times, January, 1938

Elder W.D. Griffin
Dear Brother in Bonds:

m|received
your very
Bll| comforting
letter about a month

ago, andwas certainly
. elated over the con-

tents, but wonder why

E.J. LAMBERT anyone would stoop
so low as to even notice such a
wretched character as | am.

Brother Griffin, | feel to hope thatwe
have a few things in common. You
age exceeds mine only about four
years. Inrelating yourexperienceyou
gave the ‘“‘waymarks’’ so plainly that|
believe we were brought overthe same
road. We are both members of the
same faith and order. We have both
been placed under the same yoke of
the ministry. Having so many things
in common, | am impressed to relate
to you by pen some things of my
experience along life’s way if it be
God’s will. | have never attempted to
write it before, but have beenblessed
totellitin public afewtimes. It seems
so different from the experience of
most people that | very often doubt it
being an experience of grace.

| was reared by very religious par-
ents, my father being an ordained
minister of the “Church of Christ”
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(Kelly division of Missionary Baptists).
Very few Sundays did | miss Sunday
School and church services. | was
reared in an Arminian atmosphere. i
do not remember ever hearing the
term “‘Primitive Baptist,” orever meet-
ing a2 ““Hard Shell,” until | was grown.
Iwas taught that there were a very few
ignorant, devilish people, who lived
in the backwoods, who were called
‘“Hard Shell,” whom | was to shun as
awild beast. Of course, | did not want
to even meet one. At a very early age
l, too, joined the organization of my
parents. Being termed as one of the
best ‘“kid speakers’ in our commu-
nity, | was solicited to take partin the
testimony meetings. When | was six-
teen years of age, | obtained a
teacher’s license, and begantoteach
bothliterary and Sunday School. This,
of course, helped me “practice up”
on public speaking. Being first in the
school-room, first in the Sunday
School class, and first in the other
community socials, gave me a good
case of “Big I,” and the foremost
symptom of self-righteousness. Then
| was solicited to preach, and having
such a good opinion of myself, and
seeing so many of my fellowmen fall-
ingsofarshort of me, lalso thought it
prudent that | should be clothed with
the authority to tellthem of their wicked
ways, and admonish them to ‘“get
right.” Therefore, | was ordained, and
zealously pursued my task, and went
along smoothly for a while.

Now dearbrother, the saddest, most
heart-rending and serious part of my
experience | am about to tell. The
thoughts of it even now makes me

shudder. One certain night, during a
protracted meeting in our community,
| was called by the ‘‘big preacher”
from the city, to take full charge of the
service. He called me the night before,
and spoke thus: “Brother Lambert, |
have been preaching here every night
for almost a week with no results. No
mourners have comeforward. Tomor-
row night | want you to make the altar
call after you have preached.” Of
course | was elated over the opportu-
nity to try my luck. The next day |
studied the proposition seriously. |
decided onthetheme, “Sinnersinthe
hands ofanangry God,” using “Thou
shall be cut off, and that without rem-
edy,” as a text. That particular night |
must have been blessed with rhetori-
cal eloquence, for when | made the
altar call, old men, old women, boys
and girls began at once toflock to the
altar. Dear brother, | supposeyou think
| should have been somewhat over-
joyed. Naturally | would have been,
but alas! there seemed to be an au-
dible voice which spoke, “Who are
you, that you should invite?” This
would not have been so bad if the
answer had not come immediately by
the same voice, “Youare asinnervile
and needy.” | wanted to run out the
door and hide from every one. As
soon as | could, | went away from
there. Oh how miserable|was! Onthat
nightlsaw myself asinnerforthefirst
time, and | went about to right myself.
Themoreltriedto dothe deeperinsin
I sank. | tried until | could try no more,
and gave it up as a hopeless task. Of
course | gave up trying to preach, but
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Iwas stillin possession of my creden-
tials.

Some little time after that, | drove
into a little town quite some distance
from home, about sundown. Some of
the people there knew | was coming,
butdid notknow | had given up trying
to preach, and had given out an ap-
pointmentforme that night. Asldrove
in town the church bell began to ring,
and | asked the one that | was stop-
ping with what it meant, and he in-
formed me that | was to preach that
night.l1told himlcould notdoit, but he
informed me that it was too late to
back out then. | saw the trap | was in.
I was in a strange community, so de-
cided to act the hypocrite and get up
one of my old themes and texts and
raise a reputation for myself in that
community. Butalas!i could notthink
of a thing. | tried to think of some
Scripture and to take some of my
Sunday School knowledge, but that
had all sunk into oblivion. | know |
tried to think scberly on the Scrip-
tures, but | could not. | could think of
nothing except howsinfullwas, and|
knew it would not do to tell them that,
forinstead of giving me a reputation|
wouldloseit. Agreataudiencewasin
front of me when | went behind the
pulpit, and | was as blank of thoughts
of the Bible as any one could be. If |
everprayed|didthen. Igroaned, “Lord,
have mercy on measinner.”’ | became
unconscious ofaction orthought,and
when | became conscious | was ex-
hausted and was standing there feast-
inguponthe power, holiness and wis-
dom of God. | left that place thrilled to
the highest, still feasting upon sev-

eral of the attributes of God. | was
driving home in my car that night my-
self, still feasting, when the train of
thought was turned. | saw myself the
blackest of black sinners, and then
glimpsed God as the holiest of holies.
| saw myself as most foolish and God
as all-wise. | saw myself unable to
perform anything, and God as having
all power. What a great gulf there was
to be spanned between my condition
and the requirements of the law.

Iwent along gropinginthis predica-
ment for quite some time. Finally the
sweetest of my experience came. |
was teaching school in the commu-
nity where | had witnessed that
glimpse of God, whenone day aneigh-
bor came to the place where my wife
and | resided. He suggested that we
go to a home that night to preaching.
He said Elder A.D. Wall, of Amity, Ar-
kansas, would preach. | asked if they
were ‘“Hard Shells,” and told him if
they were | did not care to hear them,
becausethey believedthatamanwas
justified in killing another because
God predestinated it. He answered
thus: “l just supposed you would be
interested, for if | ever heard a Primi-
tive Baptist sermon you preached it
here last year.” | answered, for
curiosity’s sake, “l will go.” | have
neverbeenabletorecallanything that
Isaid thatnight, as | seemedtobeina
subconscious state, and have often
wondered what | did say. Therefore, |
consented to go for the first time, to
heara ““Hard Shell” preach, and lwas
glad | did go.

laccused Elder Wall of beingamind
reader that night. He was blessed to
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take up each questionthatcame tomy
mind and to thresh it out to my satis-
faction. That night | was blessed to
see another attribute of God: that of
mercy. | saw the character who was
able to span the gulf between my sin-
fulness and God’s holiness; my in-
ability and God’s power, my foolish-
ness and God’s wisdom, | saw Jesus,
whowas verily Godand man, withone
foot on God’s side of the gulf and the
other on puny man’s side. | saw Him,
as it were, pick up sinful men, whom
God had chosen, and cleanse them
with His blood and place them safely
on the other side, without spot or
blemish, to bask in the sunlight of
God’s eternal love and power forever
on the sunny banks of sweet deliver-
ance. Jesus died in my low room and
stead, tread the winepress alone. In
my stead (as | hope) He kept the law to
ajotandtittle. The keeping of this law
by Jesus was accredited to my ac-
count, my sins were laid on His shoul-
ders and He bore the penalty. His life’s
blood was shed while hanging on the
cross of Calvary for the remission of
my sins, as | hope.

This experience was so consoling
to me that 1 thought my troubles were
over. But my lot seems to be akin to
Job’s. The last of my experience told
was at the dawn of the year 1930. I will
tell briefly some of the things that took
place with me that year. Three cars
were wrecked for me, a son was born
to us and in about a month my wife
died with pneumonia. | lost my posi-
tionand health. I had to give up teach-
ingbecause lwas notable to meetthe
requirements for license. Of course,

with all this, and doctor bills, funeral
expenses and otherthings, | suffered
a nervous breakdown. In that year |
was received in Cedar Hill Church. In
September | was visiting the South
Ouachita Association,among strang-
ers in the flesh. | was so nervous and
burdened down with somethingthatl
could not face any one. One night, at
the home of Elder J.R. Evers, a sister
(who was a total stranger to me) re-
questedibecalledin,and God blessed
me withthe light and liberty of unioad-
ing that burden. In the course of time
Iwas licensedto preach. Then, against
my protests of not being qualified,
called for my ordination, which was
carried out while South Arkansas As-
sociation was in session, in Septem-
ber, 1934. | met and married my sec-
ond wifeinthatyear,and God blessed
me with the privilege of baptizing her
last year.

Brother Griffin, | have tried to give
you some marks of the road | was
forced to travel. | am glad that God
blessedyoutocometoArkansas, and
hope that we may meet again. If you
receive any comfort from this give

God all the praise. Pray for me at the
throne of grace.

Hoping in Christ for my soul
sufficiency, | am your brother,
E.J. Lambert

1 CORINTHIANS 15:10.

But by the grace of God I am what
I am: and his grace which was be-
stowed upon me was not in vain; but
Ilaboured more abundantly than they
all: yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me.
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“Man’s goings are of the Lord;
how can a man then understand
~ his own way?”-Proverbs xx. 24.

oes not your heart some-
times quake with fear lest

8| you have nothing butanomi-
nal professuon, lest the god of this
world be blinding you, and lest your
conscience be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin? It is good to
have such fears. He who feareth not,
who has no solemn apprehensions,
no anxious inquiries, who is never
exercised with some internal trepida-
tion of soul, itis muchto be feared has
never known what it is to have “the
candle of the Lord searching the in-
ward parts of the belly.” But if God
has quickened yoursoulinto spiritual
life,and you have earsto hear, |l would
just put two questions to you: Have
you obtained righteousness by amani-
festation of Christ’s righteousness;
pardon by the application of Christ’s
blood; love by a shedding abroad of
love; deliverance by a discovery of
God’s outstretched hand? My other
question is this - If you have not, and
let conscience bear its honest testi-
mony - if you have never experienced
righteousness, pardon, love, and de-
liverance, is there a cry in your soul
after them? Is there anything like fer-
vent supplication that God would be-
stow them? Is there anything of a
groan in the depth of your spirit that
the Lord would reveal them? These
aremarks oflife; and he that has these

marks will have the blessing, because
God has quickened him into spiritual
life. It may be long delayed, but it will
come at last; ‘it will surely come, it
will not tarry.” It may be withheld for
wise purposes, and you may have to
travel through many a dark season
and many an anxious hour, but deliv-
eranceissure;itis reservedforyouin
Christ, and you are reserved for it,
kept by God himself unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time.

J.C. Philpot

DEUTERONOMY, 11: 18 - 21.

Therefore shall ye lay up these
my words in your heart and in
your soul, and bind them for a
sign upon your hand, that they
may be as frontlets between your
eyes.

And ye shall teach them your
children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way,
when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up.

And thoushaltwrite them upon
the door posts of thine house,
and upon thy gates:

That your days may be multi-
plied, and the days of your chil-
dren, in the land which the Lord
sware unto your fathers to give
them, as the days of heaven upon
the earth.
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THE FEARS
OF
GOD'S PEOPLE

EA| eakbelievers are sometimes

.ff_. aptto be afraid thatthey are
wia) not in the number of God’s
eIect They canindeed say with David,
“Blessed is the man whom Thou
choosest, and causest to approach
unto Thee”: but they are not clearly
satisfied that this blessedness is
theirs.

For my own part, | look upon it as
one of the best symptoms of aregen-
erate state, when a personis ardently
desirous to know his election of God.
Itis aninquiry which the generality of
mankind never trouble themselves
about, and which none but a true be-
lieveris concerned forin earnest. We
read of some, in the Acts of the
Apostles,who had never heard of such
aPerson astheHoly Ghost; and, | fear
there are too many who have hardly
ever heard whether there be such a
thing as eternal gratuitous, personal
and immutable election. Ofthose who
have, too many set themselves to op-
pose it, and labour (though blessed
be God, they labourinvain) to stop up
the very fountain of salvation, and to
cutdownthattree of life, whose leaves
and fruits are for the healing of the
nations. A fierce free-will sister in
Cornwall was lately heard to say that
she dreaded to openthe Bible, forfear
of meeting with predestination and
election. Andit has been affirmed ofa
very noted Arminian clergyman that
he should, one day, address his audi-

ence as follows: Brethren, many
people talk about an electing God. |,
on the contrary, assert, that there is
no such Being. If there is an electing
God, why does He not strike me dead
beforeyouall? Butyousee, my breth-
ren, | am not struck dead. Therefore,
there is no electing God.

Very different are the ideas of
Christ’s humbled, awakened servants.
When a ray of God’s everlasting love
shines in upon their hearts, they cry
out, withthe royal and devout predes-
tinarian of ancient Israel, ‘‘How dear
are Thy counsels, “i.e. Thy purposes
and decrees,” to me, O, God! O, how
greatisthesum,” i.e. howinestimable
is the value “of them! If | should de-
clarethem, or speak of them, they are
more than | am able to express.” The
Lord has some, yea, many names,
even in our Sardis, who not only pro-
fesstobelieve the Scriptures of truth,
but also make good their profession
by believing and by practically adorn-
ing the truths of the Scriptures. Such
enlightened persons will ever be de-
sirous, notbarely to admitthose truths
in a mere doctrinal way alone, but to
experience the efficacy of them, and
tobefeelinglyinterestedinthebless-
ings themselves.

Granting, however, that thousands
of converted people have not attained
to those heights of exalted consola-
tion as to be able to say, with an
unfaltering tongue, “Thou hast cho-
sen me, and not cast me away’’; yetis
there some secret comfort even in
waiting upon God for the joy of His
salvation, in seeking the light of His
countenance, and in crediting the
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truths and promises of the gospel at
large. To those who are by grace led
thus far, | would beg leave to propose
the following questions, without pre-
suming to wade more deeply into the
sacred profound of those decrees
which lie hid in God than His written
Word permits. By way, then, of com-
bating your fears, let me ask:

Art thou desirous of choosing God
in Christ to be thy Father, thy portion
and thy covenant God, hereand ever?
If you are, it is one happy proof that
God has chosen thee to salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth. You could not
choose Him, if He had notfirstchosen
you.

Is love to God, in any measure,
kindled in thy Heart? Or, if you are in
any doubt as to this, do you wish to
love Him? Would you be glad to re-
ceive Him,toembrace Himand to hold
Him fast, as yourchiefand only good?
Take courage. Wishing is a degree of
love. Noman everwished forthething
which he altogether hated. A wisher
for Christis alover of Christ. Andyou
could not love Him if He had not first
loved you. Wishing is a fruit of the
Father’s drawings.

Is the law of God written on thy
mind? That is, can you say with the
apostle that “to will is present with
you,” and that you ‘““delight in the law
of God, aftertheinnerman”?Would it
make you easy and happy, and would
you have the supreme desire of your
heart, were you to be holy as God is
holy,and pure as Christis pure? Then
you may add, as the apostie does, “I
thank God, through Jesus Christ.”

The Lord would not thus have written
His law (however imperfectly at
present) upon thy heart, if the pen of
His own free grace had not first writ-
ten thy name in the book of life.

Thisisablessed consideration,and
as sure as it is blessed. Yet, stop not
here; but pray for the witness of the
Holy Spirit, to bear unclouded testi-
mony to thy spirit that thou art a child
of God. Say, as the psalmist did, “Re-
member me, O Lord, with the favour
that Thou bearest to Thy own people!
O visit me with Thy salvation, that |
may see the good of Thy chosen, that
I may rejoice with the gladness of Thy
nation, that | may glory with

Thine inheritance.” Wait the ap-
pointed time, and God will set that
promise, as a seal, upon thy heart:
“Fear not, for | have redeemed thee: |
have called thee by thy name thou art
Mine.”

Saints are subject to another fear:
viz, that they are not truly converted,
and that their spot is not the spot of
God’s children. Nor do | wonder that,
when grace is not in lively exercise,
they are liable to apprehensions of
this kind, when | consider man’s ab-
solute unworthiness, eveninhis best
estate, and that astonishing mixture
of good and evil which is more orless
visible in saints below.

Though | am by no means an advo-
cate for doubting, | am yet of opinion
that, though the alchemy of divine,
even doubts and fears, though not
desirableinthemselves, are ultimately
subservienttothe advantage of God’s
chosen: just as in the material world,
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not a thorn is without its use, and
every bramble has its value.

Spiritual distresses and misgivings
have a tendency, through grace, to
keep us sensible of our sinfulness
and helplessness (as Paul’s tempta-
tions clip the wings of his pride, and
restrained him from being exalted
above measure). They conduce to
make us watchful and circumspect; to
make us feel the pulse of oursouls, by
frequentand severe self-examination:
tokindlelonging aspirations after God
and communion with Him; to lay us
low at the footstool of Jehovah’s sov-
ereignty; to endear Christ’s blood,
righteousness andintercession:; and
put us upon looking up to the Holy
Spirit in prayer for the support of His
presence, and for the unction of His
comforts, which alone are able to en-
lighten and to chase away the dark-
ness of our minds.

Thereis likewise another particular
which oughtto encouragethe mourn-
ers in Zion: namely, that it is impos-
sible forany, who have notbeen spiri-
tually quickened from above, to pant
for God as a thirsty land; to grieve,
evangelically, fora heart-felt sense of
sin; and to be pained, after a godly
sort. Agood man, of the last century,
somewhere observes that “he who
cries out,lam dead, proves himself by
that very cry to be alive.” Can a dead
person feel? Can a dead man com-
plain? Abelievermay lament his dead-
ness; but he cannotlamenthis death,
without his lips refuting themselves.
There must be spiritual life, or there
could be no spiritual sensibility, no
spiritual motion, no spiritual

breathings. The pregnantwoman that
longs must be alive. If the Lord had
not drawn you, you would not follow
hard after Him. Nor could you say,
“The desire of my soulis to Thy name,
and to the remembrance of Thee,”
unless God’s Spirit had awakened that
desire in your heart. If you were not
truly converted, you would not be so
anxious about the truth of your con-
version. It is not the untamed bird of
prey that pours the plaintive strain.
No, itis the dove that mourns; itis the
nightingale that sings with her breast
againstathorn.

However, though aweepingstate is
a safe one and not without its advan-
tages, yet there is a still more excel-
lent way. The diffident should be en-
couraged; but diffidenceitself should
not. Covet earnestly the best gifts.
Aspire to the choicest attainments.
Pray for unclouded manifestations.
Cultivate spiritual fellowship with God,
inall the means of grace, both private
and public. Endeavor to drink deep
into holiness, and to be fruitful in
every goodword andwork. Conversa-
tion with experienced Christians op-
erates frequently as a step to gra-
cious improvements. God’s people
are sometimes blessed to the rubbing
off the rust of unbelief, and to the
mutual elision (emission) of light and
heat from each other. Lay hold on
Christ, aswell as you can, forwisdom,
righteousness, sanctificationandre-
demption, committing yourself, for
better for worse, to His grace which
worketh all in all. Thus it would be
evidentthatyouare indeed plantedin
the Lord’s house, and belong to that
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invisible church which He planted in
the Lord’s house, and belong to that
invisible churchwhich He purchased
with His own blood. Nay, you will
gradually flourishinthe courts of God,
growas thelily,and castforththeroot
as Lebanon. Your conversion will be
made clear to you. You will see your
tokens. You will no longer have rea-
son to doubt whether the good work
of grace is begun in you; but your
path, like a burning light, will shine
more and more (in general) to the
perfect day.

Believers are sometimes prone to
fear that they have no real covenant
interest in Christ, or that they are not
in a state of pardon and justification,
“Q”, says the doubting Christian, “if1
could but knowthat 1 have redemption
through the blood of Christ, even the
forgiveness of my sins, that Christ
undertook for me in the eternal cov-
enantofgrace,andthat Heis the Lord
my righteousness, | should be happy
indeed; but, alas! such knowledge is
too wonderful and excellent for me; |
cannotattainuntoit.” Beitsothatyou
cannot attaintoit; Godis notthe less
able to give it. He can, as the apostle
expressed it, not only grant you, but
evenfillyouwith “the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of
Him.”

Therefore, if youwant assurance of
salvation, ask itatthe throne. But ask
itwith submission,andwithareserve
to the will of God. Do not let your
desires terminatein anything short of
God Himself, nor so hang upon com-
forts as to overlook the Comforter.
Assuranceare the brightest bridal jew-

els of a soul that is married to Christ;
but the Bridegroom Himself is better
thanthe jewels He gives, nordoes He
in general allow His bride to shine in
them every day. He keeps them under
His own key, and lets her wear them
whenHe pleases. Atworst, remember
that He is your Husband still, and the
God who changes not. Venture your-
self, therefore, on board His blood
andrighteousness, as amarinertrusts
himself to the vessel in which he em-
barks. Do this, and you shall be car-
ried safetothe haven whereyouwould
be. You may be shaken on your pas-
sage, but not forsaken; tossed, but
not lost. The mediation of Christ, the
faithfulness of your covenant Father
and the never-failing love of the Holy
Ghost will bear you up, and bear you
home.Noman eversufferedfinal ship-
wreck, who ventured his soul, his sai-
vation, his all, on that bottom. If you
cannotwrap yourself up inthe mantle
of Christ’s righteousness with an as-
sured faith, yet, if you touch but the
hem of His garment with a weak faith,
with a faith of longing and desire, or
even (if | may so speak) with the very
tip of faith’s little finger, you have a
capital evidence of interest in Him.
“As an infirm hand,” say an excellent
person, “‘cantie the marriage-knot, so
a weak faith can lay hold on a strong
Christ.”

The Lord’s people are frequently
harrassed with a fear that the work of
sanctification in their souls is either
not begun, or at a dead stand; that
they do notincrease withtheincrease
of God, norresemble Him in holiness
more and more.
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Ifany fear may be called agoodfear,
this may, supposing it does not flow
fromaprinciple oflegality, and be not
carried too far. It is a blessed sign
when we mourn under a sense of our
shortcomings, and burn with intense
desire torise higher into the likeness
of God. For this also, seek unto Him.
Heis alsotoaccomplishinyouall the
good pleasure of His will, and the
work of faith with power. If He give you
grace to put yourself as a blank into
His hand, His Spirit will delineate His
sacred image upon your soul and, in
the article of death, heighten the out-
lines and finish the sketch into His
own perfect likeness.

Be diligent to use all the appointed
means of sanctification, which provi-
dence favors you with. Be careful to
shun all evil and the very appearance
of it. Walk in the path of duty marked
out by the written word. Nor need you
fear God’s making good His covenant
of promise, by makingyousuchas He
would haveyoutobe. Be notdiscour-
aged, but rather excited to hope, to
pray and to believe, by the sense of
your remaining corruptions. “The
field,” as one says, ‘“‘that has millions
of weeds init, may be a cornfield. One
rose upon a bush, though but a little
one,andthough notyetblown, proves
that which bears it to be a true rose
tree.” Despise not, then, the day of
small things, but pray God to enlarge
them. Bless Him even for the grain of
mustard-seed; but, at the same time,
begHis Spirittowaterandincreaseit.

The fear of temptation keeps many
of God’s people in bondage. And
happy are we, if we so fly from it as to

shut our eyes and ears and hearts
against it. We know not what we are,
nor what we are capable of, if left to
ourseives. Yet do not let the fear of
what may be cast a damp upon your
present comforts, norabate yourcon-
fidence in the Lord. Prudent fear is
wisdom; but much fear is unbelief. A
believer cannot trust in himself too
little and, bless be God, he cannot
trust too much in the all efficiency of
divine grace. Iftherefore, youare cast
down, by a sense of your liability to
temptations, and of your proneness
tofall by them, bring yourtemptations
and your weakness together to God
the Holy Spirit, and beseech Him to
get Himself the victory in you, over
youand foryou. Let watchfulness and
prayer thus set a guard upon the out-
works, and Jesus will throw in the
succors of grace, and preserve the
citadel from bring taken by the enemy.
Heis faithful, and will not sufferyouto
be tempted above whatyouareableto
bear. He will either hide you in His
pavilion and keep from the fiery trial,
or,ifHe bringyouintothe field, He will
save you from being overpowered.
The archers may sorely grieve you
and shoot at you, yet shall your bow
abide in strength, and the arms of
your hands be made strong by the
mighty God of Jacob. But, should the
enemy of souls be even permitted to
gain some advantage over you for a
season,yet, cast not away your confi-
dence, but look to the hills of cov-
enantlove,fromwhence comethyour
help. Christ will deliver you, as at the
first, and restore you, as at the begin-
ning. What was prophesied concern-
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ing Gad (Gen. 49. 19) shall be spiritu-
ally fulfilled inyou: atroop shall over-
come him, but he shall overcome at
the last.

A sixth fear occasions no small un-
easiness toweakbelievers: namely, a
fear lest they should not be faithful
untodeath, norholdoningracetothe
end. But if God has given thee good
evidences of thy being truly regener-
ated, and of thy being His child through
faith in Christ Jesus, thou mayest,
upon the strength of thy adoption, be
as certain of thy final perseverance as
if thy warfare was actually accom-
plished, and the crown of glory set
upon thy head.

The invisible, or elect, church con-
sists of only one and the same innu-
merable family; part of which is in
heaven and part on earth (Eph. 3:15)
Every individual member of this fam-
ily, whether militant below or trium-
phant above, is equally safe in the
hands of Christ. Saints in glory are,
indeed, happier than saints on earth;
butsaints on earth are noless eventu-
ally secure of salvation than saints in
glory. The spirits of just men made
perfect might as soon fall from their
state of heavenly blessedness as a
sanctified person herefall from astate
of grace. The names of both areinthe
book of life. They are alike interested
in God’s everlasting and unalterable
covenant. What the Father’s love has
giventothe glorified will be also given
to them that are yet behind; for to this
end Christ died and rose again, that
He might gather together in one the
children of God that are scattered
abroad (John11:52),and, by thesingle

offering of Himself, He has perfected
for ever them that are sanctified.

Saints are not their own keepers,
anditis wellforthem that they are not;
they would be sorrily kept, if they
were. Adam was his own keeper; and
what did he get by it? The fallen an-
gels were their own keepers. Peter
kept himself; but how long? God’s
chosen are not thus finally left in the
hand of theirown counsel, nor trusted
to their own management. All His
saintsarein Thy hand, i.e.inthe hand
of Christ, Deut. 33:3; from whence
none can pluckthem, John 10. Which
general promise of the perseverance
of God’s elect, taken as a collective
body, ascertains and ensures the per-
severance of each believerin particu-
lar. Forthe whole necessarily includes
every part; and, where any individual
part is absent, it destroys the entire-
ness of the whole; just as the human
body is not complete, if only one limb,
orevenasingle finger,orsomuchas
a piece of a finger, be wanting. For
what is affirmed concerning the ag-
gregate is equally affirmed concern-
ing the constituent members respec-
tively, of which that aggregate con-
sists; otherwise the affirmationwould
be essentially untrue, whichto charge
Christ with were blasphemy.

Letthe follower of Christ, therefore,
dismiss all slavish fear as to his con-
tinuance in grace, and in well-doing
leave the care of that to God. They
who belong to Him are kept, and will
be kept, by His power through faith
unto salvation itself, and may sing
with him that was caught up into the
third heavens, Who shall separate us
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from the love of Christ? Neither life
nor death, nor things present, nor
things to come, shall ever be able to
doit. There is no being disinherited of
the blessings entailed by God’s cov-
enant, and bequeathedinChrist’s last
will and testament, signed with His
own blood, and sealed by His own
Spirit. Saving grace is the good part
which shall not be taken away. What-
everyou lose, itis impossible for you
to lose that. It is bound up in the
bundle of life with the Lord thy God,
and hid with Christ in Him. And when
Christ, who is your life, shall appear,
thenshall ye also, who have believed,
appear with Him in glory.

I shall mention one other fear com-
mon to many of God’s redeemed, viz.
the fear of death. Some true believers
are apttocry out(as the human nature
of Christ Himself did). Father, save Me
from this hour.

But why are you so dismayed at the
prospect of getting home? Are you
afraid of dying, or of what you may
sufferinyourlast conflict? Turnagain
to your rest; for the Lord will deal
bountifully with you, and be better to
you than your fears.

“Who can take

Death’s portrait true?

Fear shakes the pencil: Fancy
love excess:

Dark ignorance is lavish of her
shades;

And these the formidable pic-
ture draw.

Man forms a death that nature
never made,

Then on the point of his own
Jancy falls,

And feels a thousand deaths in
Sfearing one.”

None return from the grave totellus
whatitis todie. Some happy believers
have indeed sung in their last mo-
ments, “O death, where is thy once-
imagined sting? Can this be termed
dying?” And, very probably, the pas-
sage is both sweeter and smoother
than living imagination is apt to sup-
pose.

llostanexcellent parishionerinthe
year 1765. Though he had not the
least doubt of his salvation but, as far
as spiritual and eternal things were
concerned, lay for many weeks tri-
umphinginthe full assurance of faith,
yet he still dreaded the separation of
soulandbody, from an apprehension
of what nature must endure in the
parting stroke. Some little time before
the knot was actually untied, God was
pleased to induige him with a fore-
taste of death. He was, for near an
hour, quite gone in appearance; and
his family began to conclude that the
final struggle was over. By degrees,
however, he came to himself, and on
my asking him how he did, he an-
swered, that God had give himaspeci-
men of death, and found it not so
terrible as he apprehended. From that
period, all his dread of dying vanished
away, and he continued without any
shadow of fear, filled with the peace
which passeth all understanding, un-
til his disimprisoned spirit flew to the
bosom of God.
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O then, whosoever thou art that art
troubled in like manner, cast thy bur-
den on the Lord. You have found Him
faithful in other things, and you may
safely trust Him for this. He has deliv-
ered you in six troubles, and in the
seventh He will be nigh untoyou. The
water-floods shall not overflow thee,
neither shall the deep swallow thee
up. Therock of ages lies atthe bottom
of the brook, and God will give you
firm footing all the way through.

Or, are you afraid of the conse-
quences of death,and what will come
after? Throw yourself upon God in
Christ, and you are safe. “‘Christ’s
righteousness is law-proof, death-
proof and judgment-proof.”

Areyoufearful what may become of
yourfamily whenGod callsyouaway?
Make your family over to Him. Nomi-
nate Jehovah for their guardian and
trustee. Cast anchor upon that com-
fortable promise: Leave thy father-
less children; lwill preservethemalive;
and let thy widows trust in Me.

Do you dread the buffetings of Sa-
tan? God will not let him take advan-
tage of yourweakness. Youshall over-
come, yea, you shall be more than
conquerors, through the blood of the
Lamb and the word of His testimony.

Areyouapprehensivelestyourfaith
be small, and you sanctification im-
perfect? Christ will be praying foryou
that your faith fail not; and the Holy
Ghost will take care not to leave His
work of grace upon thy soul unfin-
ished.

Youtremble, perhaps, atthe thought
of laying aside your weak, sinful, mor-
tal body. But you will receive it again:

notsuch as it nowis, frail, defiled and
perishable, but bright with the glory,
and perfect in the image of God. The
body is that to the soul which a gar-
ment is to the body. When you betake
yourself to repose at night, you lay
aside your clothes untilmorning, and
resume them when you rise. What is
the grave but the believer’'s wardrobe,
of which God is the doorkeeper? In
the resurrection morning, the door
will be thrown open, and the glorified
soulshall descend from heavento put
onaglorified robe, which was indeed
folded up and laid away in dishonour,
butshallbetaken outfrom the reposi-
tory, enriched and beautified with all
the ornaments of nature and of grace.

Should ibe asked, Whatis the grand
remedy against undue fear of every
possible kind? | answer in one word:
Communion with God. “He,” says
good Dr.Owen, “whowouldbelittiein
temptation must be muchin prayer.”
Ply the mercy seat. Eye the blood of
Christ. Cry mightily to the Spirit of
God. Towhich | add: Wait at the foot-
stool in holy stiliness of soul. Sink
into nothing before the uncreated
Majesty. If He shine within, you will
fear nothing from without. What made
the martyrs fearless? Theirsouls were
filled with Christ. Jesus lifted up the
beams of His love upon their minds,
and they smiled at all the fires which
man could kindle.

To enjoy communionwith God, you
mustbe foundin the way of duty. (The
author does not mean this legally.) If
you play the truant, nowinderyouare
afraid of being whipped. “Those
trees,” saysthe excellent Mr. Gurnall,
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“bear the sweetest fruit, which stand
most in the sun.” Take heed to the
thingwhichis right, forthatshall bring
peace at the last. The meaning of
which text is that by virtue of wise
connectionwhichinfinitewisdom hath
established between antecedents,
holy walking is the high road to holy
comforts.

Your walk, perhaps, is strict and
conscientious; and yet it may be you
complain of doubts and darkness
notwithstanding. Here, examine your-
self:

1. Whether you do not work from
legal principles, and to legal ends? If
s0, no wonder that, like a slave with
the lash at his shoulders, you toil all
day and take nothing. Christ alone is
the righteousness of them that be-
lieve. God will never setthe seal of His
gracious presencetothe broken Sinai
covenant. Whoever enjoys, or thinks
he enjoys, comfort and peace from
the works of his own hands, and from
the duties he performs, is blind and
deluded into a fools paradise by the
god of this world. The Lord meets His
people in the way of duty, but not for
it, as afather, who meets hissonona
journey, at some appointed house,
meets him in that house, but not for
the sake of the house. Live uponwhat
Christis made toyou of God, and you
will find comfort. But if you seek hap-
piness and establishment from your-
self, or from any thing wrought by
yourself,youwillreceive nosolid nour-
ishment from the breast of that sham
consolation.

Or, 2. Christ may be all your hope,
andyetyourfears may continuetorun

high. Look narrowly into your heart.
See that there be no Achan in the
camp, no beloved lust in the tent. |
dare not say that the sense of God'’s
love is always connected with the
actings of faith, and withthe concomi-
tant exercise of holiness. But | sup-
pose that faith and sanctification are
the usual correlatives of joy in the
Holy Ghost. Art thou melted by grace
into afinal fear of God? Go onto fear,
tolove,andto obey, whetherthe Lord
guide thy path with sunshine, or
darken it with gloom. He is the sover-
eign dispenser of His own comforts,
and may withhold or confer them as
seemethgoodinHis sight. Butitis thy
indispensable duty tofollowthe Lamb,
and to do His will, whether He cheers
youwith His consolations ornot. Cer-
tain it is, from the infallible Word of
His grace, that to you who look unto
Jesus, all the sweet privileges of the
gospel belong; and joyis one of them.
Thoughittarry, waitfor it, foritwill not
deceive thy expectation; it will surely
arrive at the appointed season, and
will hot lingera moment beyond. Oye
of fearful hearts, be strong: your God
will come with a recompence, He will
comeand saveyou. Your prayers may
notbe answered immediately, butthey
are all strung on thefile of His remem-
brance, and shall be answered after
many days. Your fears are in His phial.
Your groans are noted in His book.
Delight thou in the Lord, and He will
givetheethy heart’s desire; hold thee
stillinthe Lord,and abide patiently for
Him. Commit thy way to the Lord; put
thy trustinHim,and He shall bringitto
pass.
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| knew a most valuable Christian,
who died in the year 1760, and in her
lastiliness was greatly exercised with
darkness of soul; which, however, did
not finally continue. While God was
leading herthrough the wilderness of
mental distress, shestillanchoredon
the promises, though she had lost
sight of the Promiser; and, as a proof
of her absolute dependence on the
faithfulness of a withdrawing God,
shedirected, that (instead of the usual
inscription of name and age) the fol-
lowing text should be engraven (and
engraven it was) on her coffin: Deal
with me, O God, according to Thy
name, for sweet is Thy mercy. Thus,
as the great Dr. Manton long ago ex-
pressedit, “Faith accepts God’s bond,
and patience waits for payment.”

Augustus Toplady
From Gospel Standard
October & December 1990

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS4 /93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR JANUARY 1993
Elder Robert Miles, FL .............. $5.00
Mrs. Phyllis Snyder,NC .............. 2.00
Mrs. Hettie J. Wade, VA .............. 2.00
Mrs. Herman Alders, TX.............. 5.00

95
Mrs. Dobald W. Scott, VA ........... 2.00
J.Cline Chandler,NC.................. 2.00
WalterHill, NC .......cocorveiiriiininnns 5.00
John Collie, NC ......cccoevrrvrerncreenn. 2.00
Buford Thompson, VA ................ 2.00
Hoyt Spark, TN .......cocccmvireviieninnn, 2.00
Reed Harper, TX .....cccccceveremnrennnns 7.00
Mrs. Cloma McLaughlin, TX ....... 2.00
Mrs. Garlon Vick, NC.................... 5.00
Mrs. David Phelps, WV ............... 2.00
Mrs. Larue LeBlance, LA ............ 2.00
Eider James F. Poole, MD .......... 2.00
Lloyd C. Spikes, OR.................... 7.00

Mrs. Hetty S. Sutherland, VA ...... 2.00

Mrs. Gayle Phillips, AL ............. 10.00
LevieD.Goad, VA ......cccceevvmniiennn 5.00
MarvinCurnutt, TX ......coccceereuvnneee 2.00

OBITUARIES

t is with a sad heart | try to
write the obituary of ourdear
friend and neighbor, a dear
Ioved oneof Strawberry Church, Lillye
Claire Hundley.

She never had the pleasure of her
name on the Church Record, but we
feel she was one of God’s Children.

She was always there tofill her seat
at Strawberry Church, as long as she
was well,and supported the Churchin
many ways.

Lillye was born February 29, 1904,
to James Henry Hundley and Sister
Minta Oakes Hundley in the
Swansonville Community of
Pittsylvania County, VA, where she
spent her entire life.




96

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

She graduated from James Madi-
son University and taught schoolfora
while. Her Mother’s health was failing,
so she stayed at home and helped
take care of her as long as she lived.
Thenshe helped her Brother Guy work
on the farm as long as she was able.

She was stricken with a stroke in
May, 1990, so she spenttwo and a half
years inRoman Eagle Memorial Home,
never able to speak again.

The Lord called her home to Glory
December17,1992. Lillye lefttomourn
her loss a brother, Brother Guy
Hundley and a sister, Sister Mary H.
Stratton.

Her funeral was held at Swicegood
Funeral Home Chapel, Danville, VA by
Elder Thomas Solomon and was laid
to rest in Highland Burial Park,
Danville, VA, beneathamound of beau-
tiful flowers to await the coming of her
Blessed Saviour to gather his jewels
home.

Lillye believedin Salvation by Grace.
Shewas alovable person, to know her
was to love her. We miss her so very
much, but feel our loss is her eternal
gain.

May we bow in humble submission
to his Holy Will, Who never makes a
mistake, The Lord givethandthe Lord
takes away, Blessed be His name.

May The Good Lord Bless, comfort
and give reconcilling Grace to her
dear family.

Written by a Sister in
Hope who loved her,
Sister Gertie C. Holley

Eunice Lewis Martin

=4l n memory of Sister Eunice
Lewis Martin who departed
3] this life on October 5, 1992.
She was born on March 29,1908, hav-
ing lived for 84 years.

Thewritergrew up with Sister Eunice
and from a child until she was grown
she was a kind and loving person.
Always afraid she would hurt
someone’s feelings.

She did not get to visit her Church
much, but the last time | saw her she
said, “‘Liberty Church was a sacred
place to her. That she felt on each
First Saturday and Sunday that she
could hearthem singing and praising
the Lord.” We feel that our loss is her
gain.

She leaves the following children:
Mrs. Christine Hensley, Mrs. Alice
Boyd, Mrs. Thelma Griffith, Mrs. Shirley
Griffith, and Mrs. Helen Griffith ali of
Mt. Airy, N.C., Henry Martin of Ararat,
Va.andLeon Martin of Stuart, Va. Aiso
three brothers: Eural Lewis Meadows
ofDan, Va., Virgil Lewis Roanoke, Va.,
and Robert V. Lewis of Martinsville,
Va.

Her funeral was held at Moody Fu-
neral Home Chapel on Wednesday
October7,1992. Internmentwas atthe
Martin Family Cemetery near Stuart,
Va.

Written by a Sister In Hope, Clara
Harbour Freeman, by request of Lib-
erty Church while in conference on
November 7, 1992.

Elder John T. Wingfield, Moderator
Deacon Paul Puckett, Clerk
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THE PATH OF GOD’S CHILDREN
By E. J. Lambert

There is a God who rules

All things by His own hand;
He knows how to use His tools
In all nations of every land.

Everything redounds to His
praise; '

Or else twould never have been,
His people - He knows how to
raise

From the terrible pitfalls of sin.

He teaches them, it is by grace
That theyre redeemed from the
Sall.

If justice were meted to the
Adamic race,

Hell would be the place for all.

They are taught by the Spirit of
God

That they are at best but vain;
In the paths of sin they trod,
Thus have that crimson stain.

Nothing can cleanse so white
As Jesus’ precious blood,
Nothing else can make them
right '

Nor cause their hope to bud.
Ephraim is His firstborn.
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He brings him through the fire.
As with the unicorn’s horn,
He pushes him into the mire.

Drives him to the end of the earth;
Then we hear Ephraim weep,

He is undergoing the new birth
That manifests him as a sheep.

Yes, we hear Ephraim bemoan
Saying, "Thou hast chastised me,
I am but vanity when alone;

I solely depend upon Thee.

"Turn me and I shall be turned -
Lead me and I shall be led;

Thy Holy law I have spurned;

I am as powerless as one dead.

"In ashes I am made to repent,
And even my thoughts I hate.
If justice upon me was sent,

I would be in a terrible state."

Sometimes, I hope, twas the law
Written in my inward parts
Which revealed to me the flaw
Of possessing this sinful heart.

Thus, a hope to me is revealed
That it takes that godly light,
To show me I need to be healed
Before I could be made right.

Then according to my convictions
We must be ruled with a rod;
Chosen in the furnace of afflic-
tion,

To be the tried children of God.

-Composed November 9, 1934
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THE VALLEY OF FIRE

“Yea, though I
walk through the
valley of the
shadow of death, I
will fear no evil”
Psa. 23:4.

ELDER C.B. DAVIS, JR.

begin this article with a
sense of fear and wonder.
The expressions | use in
many lnstances are assumptions and
yet | feel there is reasoning for my
thoughts. May God direct my thoughts
and bless me to state what | feel | saw
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and felt. The interpretations herein
mentioned were made by men who
deciphered the language of a people
of ten thousand years ago according
to modern aging process.

In May of 1992 thirty-eight of us
began another trip through the west-
ern states that we did not visit on the
trip in 1990. We beheld many beauties
of God’s creations and wonders of
nature. We also experienced love and
fellowship that cannot be fully ex-
pressed. | write this article and leave it
for a memorial to all the lovely people
who traveled with us.

Inthe state of Nevada approximately
half way between Las Vegas and the
southwest border of Arizona there is
an amazing spectacle. There is a can-
yon which has on the left side as you
enter; a perpendicular wall possibly
one hundred feet tall. This canyon is
in an area that is red as red can be as
far as the color of the earth is con-
cerned. There are many caves all
around in the area which once was
home to the people previously men-
tioned. This wall contains many sets
of drawings made by the people that
lived here. This wall is covered by a
black substance called desert varnish
and these people with some tool or
stone carved into this wall many em-
blems that | feel are symbols of their
belief of an unseen power and hope of
a better place to dwell. These draw-
ings held me spellbound and | stood
in awe at what | feel was seen and felt.

There are several sets of drawings
along thewall (and somefarther down
| did not see) but the same drawings
are in each set and put in the same

order. There are some places where
the drawings have faded but still you
can determine the order. This order
places the drawingsinallinstancesin
relation to each other. | feel they saw
this order was necessary to adhere to
as we also have order in our beliefs.
We do know that scripture tells us
there is order in all things.

The drawing at the very top is of
what appears to be ascepter. | thought
ofthe scripture mentioned in the book
of Esther. The golden scepter there
mentioned is a rod of power and au-
thority. The law proclaimed that no
one could approach the king unless
he reached out to that one the scepter
(Grace). Read if you will Esther Chap.
4 and verse eleven to see how this
scepter was extended to Esther al-
though she had not been told to enter
the throne room. It is the scepter of
Grace that reaches out to man and
bids him come (an experience of
Grace).

The nextdrawings in order are three
bodies thatare round circles thatsym-
bolize the earth, sun and moon. It has
been accepted that these people wor-
shipped the spirit of light and the sun
symbol was largest and in the center.
| thought what is so strange about
worshipping the spirit of light. If we
truly worship it is done in spirit for
God is spirit and we cannot worship
Him otherwise. We then must say we
worship the spirit of light also. Christ
is our light of salvation and except we
abide in Him we dwell in darkness.
Read JohnChap. 8: verse 12and Chap.
9: verse 5.
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Therearetwo circles underthe ones
justmentioned and oneisthree circles
within each otherand one seemsto be
awheel. The one of three circles meant
all things contained and controlled as
a body by one power. This fits our
belief for we know God controls all
things. The one like a wheel reminded
me of the vision of Ezekiel that said as
it were a wheel within a wheel. This
drawing has a center ( hub ) with
spokes seemingly reaching from a
circle around the hub out to the rim in
all directions. Read Ezekiel Chap. 1
and especially verse 16. God who is
the center of our belief reaches out to
us with the attributes of Christ
(spokes) for we are as a rim (on the
outside). We existin the outer reaches
of nature and carnality and if He never
reaches out to us we remain in that
condition.

Next on the left of these drawings is
a ladder reaching up to a level of the
first bodies drawn. These people saw
it as a means of reaching a better life
and higher plane of existence. There
is no way we can be lifted above our
sin and have hope of a perfect life
except we view the ladder of grace.
We are lifted in the spirit again and
againas Jacobsawinhisvision. There
is the ascending when He is manifest
and a descending when we are left to
ourselves. On the right side at the
level of the ladder is a rectangle ap-
proximately two feet long and six
inches wide. This symbolized a land
of plenty and exists in the same realm
as the ladder (that is in close proxim-
ity to the heavenly bodies).

We see next what to me is an ex-
pression of the understanding of cre-
ation. The left side of the group has a
tree as does the right side but the tree
on the right is much smaller. Read
Chap. 2 of Genesis concerning cre-
ation and the garden of Eden. | then
pondered how these people knew of
the larger tree (Christ) and the smaller
one (tree of the knowledge of good
and evil). Now below the land of the
trees is a serpent (how amazing) and
| could hardly believe what | saw. Who
showed these people this if not God
himselfforwe are looking at drawings
thought to be 10,000 yrs. old. There
was no bible that we know of and no
evangelists out to save souls there
the answer is always revealed reli-
gion.

There are on the left about the level
of the trees ten perfectly straight lines
approximately two feet long. They
were accepted as lines of perfect life
andwe believe the ten commandments
are perfect lines of life but find we
have broken all of them. The right
hand side has five wider and shorter
lines evenly spaced apart and these
meant wisdom lines to these people.
The five books of law are none else
than Godly wisdom expressed in
prophecy.

There is next a curving wandering
linecoming down that seems astream
ending in a body of water. Gen. Chap.
2 verse 10 tells of a river that divides
into oris parted into four heads that to
me denotes the four Gospels. Thereis
also a stream seen by John in Revela-
tion that flows out from the throne of
God. These people sawitas for cleans-
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ing and we ponder then was it to be a
place of baptism and given as a sym-
bol of being cleansed.

There is in the center next a strange
drawing that resembles the Biblical
candlesticks althoughiitis inverted or
upside down. It has seven points that
caused me to think of the seven
churches and seven seals and seven
angels. There was no mention of this
drawing in any interpretation but it
had its place among their other be-
liefs.

Now to the left of this drawing is a
group of sheep and a group of goats
(the goats are distinguished by their
horns). The sheep are in the top group
and the goats at the bottom. They are
completely separated and this ar-
rangementfits ourfeeling exactly. The
right hand side has the drawing of a
foot and in all drawings it is the right
every time. This meant to them travel
and | thought of David, Psa. 40: verse
2 for only after He lifts us from the
horrible pitand clay can we feel we are
traveling the road to eternal life. | also
thought of Israel traveling through the
wilderness. | also thought of how we
have all been to Egypt (slaves of sin)
and have been led out and that Moses
told Pharaoh that not a hoof should be
leftthere. God has removed ourtracks
of bondage and we are set free in-
deed.

The next drawing on the left ap-
pears to be a white dove with its head
pointed down. There appears to be
something in its beak. | never saw an
interpretation of this but dear ones as
you know of the dove of Noahs Ark, it
must come down as it came in unto

him for the wisdom was in the top.
Read Gen. Chap. 6: verse 11 and 16.

We now see in the center a cross
and the cross is in every set of draw-
ings although some of the others are
not. This was interpreted to be where
two paths came together. The cross is
the center of our hope of salvation
and | thought of Psa. 85 verse 10 -
“Mercy and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.” My thoughts also took
me to the cross of death for our Savior
for there the pathway of Holiness met
the pathway of sin and carnality.

There is on the right of the cross a
drawing of twelve bodies holding
hands. These could be the twelve sons
of Jacob (tribes of Israel) or since they
are near the cross | rather think of the
disciples. The two realms of Godli-
ness both embody Christ. The old
dispensation expressing the love of
God, the perfection of His laws and
the coming of Christ. The new dispen-
sation is a fulfilling of the old and our
salvation being manifestin God’s own
son.

There are on the left side three bod-
ies holding hands and | see these as
God the father, God the son, and God
the Holy and eternal spirit. | believe
that all three hovered there near the
cross when our Savior died.

Now we come to the foundation of
all the drawings in another drawing.
This one is of an open hand and it
appears in every group at the same
location, that is at the bottom. The
regular interpretation was an open
hand of giving and power. | see it as
yes, giving support to our hope and
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faith and also being an abundance of
all our needs and embodying the gra-
ciousness of God. If our faith, hope,
order and discipline is not supported
by His hand it most surely will fail.

There now is a question - who were
these people? | have no way of know-
ing but wonder if they are of the lost
tribe of Israel. Thetribe of Levi(Jacob’s
son) who were called Levites did not
have a portion of land set apart for
them, Joshua Chap. 14: verses 3 and
4 (read entire chapter). This separa-
tionwas because of disobedience and
the tribe was divided so they could
neverbecome a people of power. They
were divided as best | remember into
forty-eight different places.

Thereis speculation with geologists
(andits accepted)that the earth atone
time was one continent. Were these
people sent to a portion of land that
eventually separated from other land
and they found themselves on a sepa-
rate continent?

There are two strange objects in the
western states beside the drawings
we saw. | feel they are a part of the
puzzle and | know God had the answer
and it probably will never be known by
man.

Inacaveinthatarea (Il forget where)
there is a great amount of writing in
the Hebrew language. It has been
dated at thousands of years before
Christ. This was translated but it did
not reveal who the people were so
there is yet no answer. Thereis also a
strange plant that grows in south-
eastern California and along the bor-
der of Nevada and Arizona. It is called
the Joshua tree because it grows no

where else in the world except the
areawhere Joshua crossed and settled
at the river Jordan. Why these trees
just in two locations on earth and
how?

This article has become longer than
| intended and so | will close with
these thoughts. | stood alone for quite
a period of time looking at the draw-
ings on the wall. The others of the
group had gone further down the can-
yontosee otherthings. | was alone yet
suddenly felt surrounded by a multi-
tude of beings. | believe | could feel
their closeness, love and fellowship. |
felt that | should remove my shoes for
this | am sure was Holy ground. My
dear ones in hope | sensed that |
walked, stood, wept and rejoiced in
the very same spot that our brothers
and sisters in Christ did the same
things 10,000 years ago.

Itrustlam not deceived in what | felt
and what [ saw. If it be that | am then
put all blame on the weakness of my
mind and my flesh for God is blame-
less in all things. | am sure that who-
ever these people were and wherever
they came from they had in their bo-
som an abiding faith and hope that
reaches beyond this world. They had
trust in a power that though unseen
yetwas feltin the heart, may it be there
with us.

If these thoughts seem worthy give
God all praise and honor for the rev-
elation and give thanks that He is the
same God today as He was 10,000
years now past.

In bonds of love for Christ sake,
Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.
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CORRESPONDENCE

EXPERIENCE
1992

Dear Brethren and Sisters,

| feel so unworthy of the love
gl and sweet fellowship the
B8 | dear brethren have shown
me, before and since l was received in
the Church.

I’'m not very good with words, but
will try, if it be the Lord’s will, to write
some of the feelings | have in my
heart.

| have had a love for the church for
many years. Although | feel unworthy
and unfitto siton the same bench with
the lovely Children of God, | could see
the love that flowed from heart to
heart. | felt to be so alone and left out,
just an unworthy sinner hoping for a
little crumb of His goodness and
mercy.

| don’t have a great experience to
tell as some are blessed to write. But
| feel | have many blessings that are a
gift of God. I think my sweetest experi-
ence was the two beautiful baptisms
in August and September 1991.

It was a beautiful morning as we
gathered at the river on the second
Sundayin August. There were three to
be baptized, and seven more came
forward at the water. It was so beauti-
ful, and | was overwhelmed with de-
sire to be with them, but | couldn’t.
Three had asked to be baptized at our
September meeting. | had thoughts

and hopes that maybe the Lord would
bless metoask forahomethen.lwent
to church on Saturday thinking | could
ask for a home and be baptized with
the others, but | couldn’t. We sang the
song ‘| am a stranger here below.” |
thought, that song sure does fit me.

Sister Mary said she loved me, and
the others did too. Ithoughthow could
they love someone like me.

When | left the church | felt so bur-
dened| cried all the way home, and off
and on all evening. | was made to feel
by the Grace of God | hope, that the
brethren had shown me they loved
me. It wasn’t them | doubted - it was
me.

The next morning, I feltso burdened.
My thoughts were, | couldn’t go yes-
terday and I don’t guess | can today. |
took some other sisters withme. When
we got there a large crowd had al-
ready gathered attheriver. Sister Annie
said let’'s go up this way (to the far
end); she thought we could see bet-
ter. | walked with her a little way, then
something turned me around; | found
myself standing as close as | couldto
the ones to be baptized. Then they
began to sing “Amazing Grace’ | had
never heard it sung more beautiful. |
had nodoubts that God had turned my
feet around -l had to go.

Iwas received and baptized with the
others.ltwas the sweetestmost peace-
ful feeling | will ever have here on
earth. As we came out of the water |
looked at the crowd. There was so
much joy and love, | wished | could
gather them all in my arms and tell
them how much | love them.
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My burdenwas lifted and Iwas happy
for a few days. Then one morning |
woke up crying ‘‘Oh! Lord what have |
done? These precious peopie wei-
comed me with open arms. Have |
made a mistake and deceived them.”

Itis so precious to feel that peace in
your heart and know that only God
could have put itthere. We are carried
up on the mountain top to sing His
praise, then cast in the valley once
again to beg for mercy. | hope He will
always keep me humble.

| still have doubts and fears and |
know there is nothing goodinme. The
Lord is my help and strength. That
little hope He has put in my breast is
worthitall. In our darkest hour whenit
seems like everything is gone, how
sweet it is to see that little ray of
sunshine and feel that all is well for a
little while.

Itis such a sweet privilege to gather
with the brethren and enjoy the love
and fellowship.

An unworthy sister,
Mary Janney

P.O.Box 403
Poca, W.V. 25159
March 19, 1993
Dear Elder Key,

hank you very much for
sending me copies of ar-

e 2M| ticles that were written by
my uncle Elder J.W.McClanahan, and
above all the ones he wrote on his
experience, and call to the ministry, it
was sad at the beginning but the out
come was beautiful.

Elder Key, the short note you sent
me along with the articles meant a lot
to me, just writing that you knew |
wouid be glad to receive a copy of my
uncles experience, and call to the min-
istry let me know that we share the
same hope, and belief in the doctrine
of Salvation by Grace.

| am enclosing a letter | received
from Elder H.J. Bird when | was in
Vietnam, and hope you will consider it
for print in the Signs of the Times.

Thank you again for the articles |
requested.

In hope of a Hope,
J.F. McClanahan

ARTICLES

Jo. 3:7 Marvel not that I said
unto you, ye must be born again.

Blesus is speaking here of
"B8| something that must be very

B_29| important, something that
must be done. He doesn’t say you
should do it, or you might do it, but ye
must be born again. When Jesus, the
Son ofthe living God, says ye must be
born again we know there is a neces-
sity for its being done. Let us look for
a minute or two and see if we can see
the importance of this new birth.

Jo. 3:6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is Spirit. This is the key to
the thing, all who are still in the flesh,
all who haven’t been born of the Spirit
are still flesh. So we see from this
scripture, you have either been born
ofthe Spirit oryou are still in the flesh.
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It is written, God is a Spirit, and they
that worship him must worship himin
Spiritand intruth. There is one reason
why itis soimportantto be born again,
for you must be born again, born of
the Spirit, or else you cannot worship
God, for God says you must worship
him in Spirit.

Among all the many professing be-
lievers or so called Christians there
are in the world today, one hardly ever
hears the new or spiritual birth men-
tioned. It seems many believe in the
works system and through their own
works, and their own self-righteous-
ness, they believe they have worked
their way into the good graces of God,
and have reached such a level they
feel God owes them for all these things
they have done, therefore they can
accept the salvation which they feel is
theirs for the taking. But | find when |
read the bible, the same God who
says you must be born again has also
said, a mans work availeth him noth-
ing.

It is written 1 Cor. 2:14 - But the
natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God for they are fool-
ishness unto him, neither can he know
them forthey are spiritually discerned.

The natural man receiveth not the
things of God, we have a perfectillus-
tration of this where Jesus spoke to
and Nicodemus answered and said,
canaman enteragaininto his mother’s
womb, and be born. Nicodemus was a
man who | believe had better than
average education and worldly wis-
dom. However these things of the
Spirit was foolishness to him, as it is
written, these things are foolish to a

fleshly man, they believe them not
and they can’t understand them. As
the time Jesus asked his Apostles
who do ye say that | am and Peter
answered and said unto him, ye are
the Christ the son of the living God.
Jesus answered and said blessed art
thou Simon Barjona for flesh and
blood did not reveal this unto you but
my Father which is in heaven. These
things show us that a person must be
born again of the Spirit to receive
these spiritual things. Not only do we
see this from thing’s in the scripture
but we see and experience them in
our daily walk and among the breth-
ren. As our pastors are blessed to
have some spiritual truth revealed
unto them, then given the ability and
knowledge to pass them on to the
brethren atmeetings. Howmany times
have you been reading some scrip-
ture that perhaps you have read many
times before, when all of a sudden
you are blessed to see somethingin it
you never saw before. Try to tell some-
one about the joy of attending meet-
ings, explain to an unbeliever what
you mean when you speak of spiritual
food. Why? Like the scripture says, it
is foolishness to them, there is no
way they can understand or believe
any thing spiritual.

Speaking or | should say, thinking
of the new birth, | believe that is the
first of any or all spiritual blessings a
man may receive, it has to be first. To
begin with a man must believe, with-
out faith it is impossible to please
God. So faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God. | have
already written a fleshly man receiveth
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not these things, so where does faith,
hearing and believing come in. Re-
member, the Spirit must the work per-
form, so the Spirit gives one a hearing
ear, else how could he hear? Next
how could he believe except he had a
heart, or understanding to be able to
hear and believe the gospel. There
again the Spirit must the work per-
form. When these things have hap-
pened, a person hears the gospel,
understands and believes what he
hears, that man has experienced the
new birth. That is the only way he
could have heard and believed, be-
cause a natural man receives them
not.

| believe when this has happened to
a man, through the new birth he is
born into the family of God, he be-
came a child, once a person is in that
family he is there to stay, as it is
written, | in you and you in me. | be-
lieve many more spiritual blessings
will follow, there wiil be times of re-
joicing also times of despair, all of
these will come in such a way and
manner that is pleasing to our heav-
enly Father, we need the valleys as
much as we need the mountain top,
when we are in the valley or on our
knees we have to look up at our breth-
ren. | surely believe a man is much
more blessed looking up at our breth-
ren than looking down on them.

I believe the very first dealings a
believer has with God is the work of
the Holy Spirit, such as a hearing ear,
heart of understanding, blessing a
man with faith, belief, etc. We know
and believe by the scripture that the
Spirit, like the wind, goes and comes

as it is pleasing to God, no man can
stop it, direct it or change its course
as | have stated, and as it is written,
the Spirit must the work perform. This
teaches me very clearly that the doc-
trine of free will believed by so many
has to be false. As it is written, all
those he foreknew, he also did pre-
destinate, also all that he did predes-
tinate, them he also called, and the
promise is to all that the Lord our God
should call. So may we be strength-
ened in the faith, blessed to believe in
our Father’s love tender care and
mercy, to the extent that we will have
love for the brethren, giving all thanks
to our heavenly Father.
Marvel not that | said unto you, ye
must be born again.
A brother - | hope
Frank Hunt

VOICES OF THE PAST

Jan. 2, 1967

$.S8.G. Joseph McClanahan,

y Precious Friend, and
Brother In Hope In Christ:
walB.s| yourvery gracious letter of
Oct 9 1966 is open before Me. First |
very sincerely beg your forgiveness
for my long delay in my feeble en-
deavor to answer your excellent let-
ter. | have not been so well, and | am
just weak enough in my sinful de-
praved flesh, to let the trials of the
way, hinder me in so many ways. |
freely confess, that of myself; I cando
nothing praiseworthy in the sight of
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God. Your letter came as a cup of cold
water to my thirsty soul, it is richly
laden with the doctrine of truth. | sup-
pose you know that just recently | lost
my last earthly brother Benjamin B.
Bird. | miss him so very much. My
Father died July 17, 1913. | miss him
unto this day. You do have my sympa-
thy in your grief. | know what the grief
is. We mourn because we suffer loss,
but we do have the sweet solacein the
full conviction of belief that they are
far better off than we who are alive
and remain here in this sin cursed
world. | believe, and | think you be-
lieve, that your Father, and my Father,
and my brother, and who die, of like
precious faith as they are at rest, and
at peace with God. They have been
called to lay their armour by to be at
home with God.

No more to suffer pain or loss.
No more to bear the painful cross.
But God and Christ, and Heaven to
see;

In perfect bliss and true felicity.

Yes the little hope within our breast;
that when our weary race is ended
here, and we have received our dis-
charge from this mortal state of life,
that by reason alone of what Jesus
ourFriend and Elder Brother, has done
in behalf of the election of grace, sav-
ing, redeeming them, from all their
sins, clothing them, with His own righ-
teousness, freely imputed to them,
and thus arrayed in the royal wedding
dress, that they, without the loss of
one, in that blessed day, they shall be
ushered in to the fullness of the pres-

ence of God; where they shall see Him
as He is, and be like Him, and be
forever satisfied. (We do not see God
as He is, while we are in the fiesh.)
Now dowe know in part, but when that
which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.
Then shall we see him face to face,
then shall we know, even as we are
known, a perfect knowledge. See 1
Corinthians 13 Chapter,9to 12 verses.
Ourhope embraces thatthrough grace
we may be of that blest number. We
rejoice inthe belief thatthe children of
God will know each other in Heaven,
after a perfect order of knowledge,
yes after an heavenly order of knowl-
edge.

I hope | have made my convictions
clear. | believe that when the children
of God put on the likeness of Christin
His resurrection, that they will be like
HiminHoliness, in perfection, in mind,

inglory.

Oh glorious hope! Oh blessed
thought.

My soul leaps forward at the
thought.

When in that happy land;

We’ll no more take the parting
hand.

I do not know just why | have wrote
as | have. Only this | do know, these
weak phrases bear out a little of what
Imost surely do believe. | carryyouin
the bond of love. | esteem you highly
for the truth sake.

May the protecting care of God be
over you always.
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Grace, mercy, and truth be unto
you, the comforting influence and
overshadowing of His spirit adorn
your soul, for Jesus sake, amen:

Your little brother in hope in Christ

H.J. Bird

Stantonsburg, N.C. 27883

Greetings to the Household of Faith,
Old School Predestinarian Baptists:

his yearis fast comingtoa
close, and none of us
. 4] knows what the future
holds. All that we know is past, or
present. In my fifty-three years as a
member of the Primitive or Predesti-
narian Baptists, | have enjoyed the
happiest, and the saddest days of my
life. | am sure that you who have
tasted the goodness and mercy of our
God, can witness with the testimony
of the prophets and the apostles, and
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
that we are pilgrims and strangers in
a strange land. This world is not our
home; we have no abiding city here,
but we seek a city that hath founda-
tions, whose maker and builder is
God.
| am made to realize, my dear breth-
ren, that my race is almost at an end.
Ofcourse, ldo notknowwhenthe end
will be with me, but according to the
average life of men, | cannotexpectto
remain on earth more that a few more
years. God has been good to me; and
He still is. Oh!if | could but praise his
name forever. But | have fallen so
short of living to the Christian stan-
dard. | haveto goweepingand mourn-

ing. When | am blessed to think upon
the name of the Lord and his wonder-
ful love and mercy which he has be-
stowed upon me, a hell deserving sin-
ner, it makes me hang my head in
shame: to think that the Lord of glory
had to suffer on the cross in my room
and stead; that is, if | am a vessel of
mercy which God afore prepared unto
glory.

He took my sins and yours, if we are
the children of God. Though | have a
precious hope, sometimes | doubtand
fear, and often ask myself the ques-
tion, “Do | love the Lord, or no? am |
his oram | not?”’; that is a point | long
know, with the poet, ‘“Oft it causes
anxious thought.” | am so imperfect
that almost all | do, or think, or say is
wrong. “Ohlis there any one like me?”’

Dearbrethren, 1 confesslamapoor,
unlearned man, but | believe there is a
Godin heaven,who has by the word of
his power created this world, or uni-
verse; and inhabited it with people,
animals, fowls, insects, and every liv-
ing thing for his own glory. There was
not a man to help in any way whatso-
ever, for man was the last thing that
God made. | believe that God in the
annals of eternity, before the creation,
foresaw everything in his infinite wis-
dom that he would bring to pass inthe
process of time, from the beginning of
the creation to the final consumma-
tion of all things. | believe that God
chose his people (his church)in Christ
before the creation; that He saw the
fall of man (Adam); and that he made
provision for the redemption of all
saints in Christ Jesus long before the
first sin was committed. And, inas-
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much as the church spiritually was in
Christ before the world was, Adam,
being a type of Christ, and Eve his
bride being in him, was a type of the
Churchin Christ before the world was.

Some have asked me if God did not
have a purpose insinentering into the
world, and my answer is and has been,
Yes. Then they ask if God did not
make sin. My answer to thatis, No. Sin
is something that was not made, but
was and is the act of the creature.
Some say that God made them to sin.
But i find that one of the writers in the
New Testament said that God cannot
be tempted with evil; neither tempteth
he any man. But somebody wants to
know is God’s purpose in sin. Elder
Griffin mentionedinanEditorial some-
time ago thatthe wicked are the sword
of the Lord. Now the first cause of
wickedness is sin. Dear brethren, as |
see it God’s purpose in sin entering
into the world was that He would make
his power known unto the vessels of
mercy afore prepared untoglory. (Read
Romans ninth chapter.) Had sin not
entered the world there would have
been no sinners to be saved from sin.
So this was God’s way of manifesting
his power in his love and mercy upon
the vessels of mercy. God will have
mercy on whom he will have mercy,
and whom he will he hardeneth. “Nay
but, O man, who art thou that repliest
against God.”

Man in nature has never been satis-
fied to do God’s will, for in the dead
state of nature he has never known
the Lord God of heaven, nor his Son
Jesus Christ, Only those know him to
whom Christ is revealed; and revela-

tion comes to man by spiritual birth.
Jesus in the third chapter of John told
Nicodemus that exceptaman be born
again he could not see the kingdom of
heaven. And on the occasion when
Jesus asked his disciples whom men
said that He was, some said one thing
and some another. So it is today. But
Jesus asked, “Whom do ye say that |
am,” and Peter answered, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus said to him, “Blessed art
thou Simon Barjona, for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee
but my Father which is in heaven.” So
we see thatthe spiritual birthis through
and by the revealed power of God in
man.

Elder W.B. Barnes

“My soul fainteth for thy salva-
tion: but I hope in thy word.” -
Psalm cxix. 81.

ow difficult, for the most
part, it is, and we may add,

1| howraretobe abletorealize
for ourselves, with any degree of abid-
ing permanency, a sweet experimen-
tal sense of, and an assured interest
inthose spiritual blessings withwhich,
so far as we are believers in the Son of
God,we areblessedinheavenly places
in Christ Jesus. Glimpses, glances,
transientviews, sips andtastes, drops
and crumbs sweet beyond expres-
sion whiist they last, but rarely given
and soon gone, are, generally speak-
ing, allwe seem to get aftermuch hard
labour, many cries, earnest entreat-
ies, and vehement longings before
the Lord, as he presents himself to
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our faith, seated on the throne of his
grace. How many there are who are
daily and sometimes almost hourly
crying out, if not in the exact words,
yet in the substance of them:

“O come, thou much-expected
guest;

Lord Jesus, quickly come!”

Andyethow long he seemsto delay
his coming! How continually are they
looking upward till eyes and heart
seem alike to fail, waiting for his ap-
pearing more thanthey that watch for
the morning; how willing to make any
sacrifice, to do anything, be anything,
or bear anything, if he would but mani-
fest himself to their souls. How often
arethey searching and examiningtheir
hearts, lips, and lives, to see if there
be any evil way in them which makes
him hide his lovely face, and notdrop
one word into their longing breasts,
whereby they might hold sweet com-
munion with him! How they desire to
beblessed withreal contrition of heart,
and godly sorrow for their sins, and
be melted and dissolved at his feet,
under a sight and sense of his bleed-
ing, dying love!

Butwhencespringalltheselonging
looks and waiting expectations? Do
not all those earnest desires and ve-
hement longings shew that those in
whom they so continually are found
are begottenagaintoalively hope, by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead? Itis divine lifeintheirsouls
which is the spring and source of
theseinward breathings, lookings, and
longings; and this divine life arises
out of anew and spiritual birth, which
is itself the fruit of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. It is not

the still-born child that cries; it is the
cry oftheliving childwhichsogoes to
the heart of the mother. Thus the cries
of which we have spoken shew that
thereis life. But with life thereis hope;
for why should a man be ever crying
after, waiting for, and anxiously ex-
pecting a blessing which he has no
hope ever to obtain? If, then, these
had no living hope, would they cry?
Thereare nocriesinadead hope. Itis
because the grace of hope in their
breastsis like every other grace of the
Spirit, alive unto God, that it acts in
union with faith and love, to bring
them and keep them earnest, sincere,
and unwearied before the throne, ex-
pecting and anticipating what God
has promisedto bestow onthose who
wait upon him.

J.C. Philpot

From Elder Lamberts book,
"Tried In The Furnace".

AM | A GOD-CALLED MINISTER?

3l ou will note
; from my auto-
Blbiography
that | came under the
hands of two pres-
byteries-being ordain-
edtwiceby manineach
Eder Eu. Lamoet Of tWO Organizations to
the work of the ministry. One of these
acts must have beenamistake, maybe,
both of them. The great question: am
laGod-called gospel minister? Letus
try these two calls by analysis and
contrast to determine whether or not
either be of God.
| was in my “teens” when hands
were laid onme by thefirst presbytery.
| was of the opinion that the plan of
salvation was offered to everybody.
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Each and every one of the family
who came to the “age of accountabil-
ity”’ possessed equal and sufficient
ability to ‘‘accept the plan” by com-
plying with certain conditions and
thereby earn Heaven as their home by
their own merits. | consented to that
ordination or “call”’ upon the follow-
ing basis of reasoning:

1.1 had accepted the “Plan.”

2. | had complied with the require-
ments.

3. | was prepared to teach others
these conditions.

4. | was able to speak fluently and
interest the hearers.

5.Mywalk and conversionwas more
becomingthan others.

6. This demandedtheir high esteem
and great respect for me.

7. It gave me opportunity to build a
greater reputation by influencing oth-
ers.

As the reader will note in my other
writings relative to my experience, the
time camewhenthis was all provedto
be vanity. | had greatly deceived my-
selfand others. The thought that| had
so vehemently spoken untruths com-
pletely banished from my mind any
thought of ever again speaking pub-
liclyinthe name of the Onewhom! had
so greatly blasphemed!

The day | was received into the fel-
lowship of Cedar Hill Primitive Baptist
Church of Christ near Amity, Arkan-
sas was one of the greatest surprises
of my life because | realized myself to
be the chief of sinners. | was worse
than any other because | had used
God’s name in vain while wearing the
cloak of religion from the pulpit! | had

pretended to be something when |
was worse than nothing! | thought
this would foreverbarme fromsucha
sacred place as the pulpit. The high
privilege of sitting silently with the
brethrenwas too sacredforsogreata
sinner as | felt myself to be.

Soon after | was received into the
fellowship of the Church | was at-
tacked with such despondent and
depressed condition of mindthatifelt
to have but few more hours to live at
most. This continued without a mo-
ment of relaxationfor days and weeks
that seemed to be ages. | was so
burdened with an unbearable weight
that | felt my life was being crushed.
Many nights | went to my room con-
vinced that | would never see the sun
rise again. Such loneliness and heart-
ache is indescribable. All my dreams
were as vexing as my daily thoughts.
Groanings and yearnings for God’s
mercy availed nothing. | was con-
vinced one night thatall this was upon
me because | had deceived the people
of God. | must have fallen asleep, for
eitherinavision ordream | was stand-
ing before a congregation of people
preaching upon the text: “l abhor
myself,and repentin dustand ashes.”
I received such joy in my confessions
that | awoke rejoicing in mind for the
first time in weeks and months. | im-
mediately reached for the bible and
searched for some text of Scripture
that would harmonize with that ex-
pression. | was somewhat surprised
when | found it verbatim in Job 42:6.
This was the first time the thought
occurred tome concerning preaching
with the Old Baptists. The thought
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caused me to shudder and | began to
argue my disqualifications. “l am ig-
norantand my brethren are wise. Their
walk is godly and my walk ungodly.
They are content and | am disturbed.”
These arguments became so numer-
ous that the idea of preaching was
dispelled from my mind and | was
again possessed with the same mel-
ancholy state of mind.

| recall one night that | tossed in my
bed for hours and tried to pray that the
burden be removed. When | became
exhausted | was suddenly impressed
with the thought, “There is something
you must do.” | asked, “What is it,
Lord?” There was no reply, thus no
relief. | began to reason. “l am unfit to
be a member of the church. | have
deceived these good people. | must
frankly confess to them and ask them
to exclude me from their fellowship.”
“Lord, if this be what | must do give
me relief.” Yet no relief came! | asked
the same question concerning many
acts that came to mind. Still no relief.
Frustrated to the extent of insanity, |
felt | must die. The reality of dying in
this condition so horrified me that |
cried in exasperation, ‘“Lord, any-
thing!” The command camelikeathun-
derbolt, ‘“‘Preach Christ the Way.” |
answered aloud, ‘“l will preach.” Sud-
denly my body ceased its trembling.
My aching heart soothed. My surging
andthrobbing breastwas calmed. The
terrible weight was lifted and the bur-
den removed. | went to sleep praising
God for the relief of a troubled mind
that had tortured me for many days. |
had the first hours of peaceful sleep
that | had enjoyed in weeks.

| awoke the next morning as con-
vinced that | would preach as any one
has ever been impressed of some-
thing they must do. The relief did not
last long. My disqualifications came
to mind again. Finally | thought of one
possible qualification: “You have ex-
periencein public speaking.” This one
sunk into oblivionwhen | considered:

1. Heretofore you have been sure of
yourself concerning the subject mat-
ter and preparation; now, you are un-
certain and unprepared.

2. Before, you felt to have more
knowledge on the subject than your
hearers; now you are more ignorant
than any one of them.

3. Before, you felt they would listen
because they esteemed you as their
superior; now, you feel to be less than
the least.

4. Before, you were without fear and
boldly appeared before any congre-
gation; now, you are even fearful of
yourself.

By this time | was strolling down a
country road and must have gone into
unconsciousness, because when |
became conscious, words were flow-
ing with ease from my mouth and a
peculiarly constructed pulpit was be-
fore me. Tears of joy were flowing
from my eyes. | looked out before me
for the congregation and could see
nothing but a winding road in front
and trees on both sides. | reasoned:
“This pulpit is an imagination of the
mind caused from the tears that be-
clouded my eyes. | dried my eyes,
blinked them, looked again and the
pulpit was still there. | was walking,
but this last sight so excited me that |
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stood still, closed my eyes for awhile,
opened them again, but the pulpitwas
still in front of me. Something said, “I
will put thoughts in your mind and
words in your mouth when you are
behind the pulpit.” Then, the pulpit
vanished and | was trembling from
head to feet. | was so weak | could
hardly stand and was about four miles
from home. While walking home |
feasted upon this new experience and
conclusion that God speaks through
His ministers. | thought | would tell
this experience to my brethren but
soon it seemed so unreasonable that
doubts began to haunt me and | have
kept it until this day with this excep-
tion: once, while speaking for the first
timeinameetinghouse, Ilooked down
and saw this peculiarly constructed
pulpit in reality and paused in the
discourse to say, ‘| have seen this
pulpitbefore.” Eventhoughl have not
told this, it has been a great encour-
agement to me many times when go-
ing behind the sacred stand, feeling
s$O unprepared.

A few days later, (September 1930),
| attended an adjoining association
near Eldorado, Arkansas. It was the
first time | had been outside my home
vicinity whileamong this people. They
were strangersinthe fleshbutyet | felt
drawn toward them. While there | vis-
ited in the home of Elder T.J. Evers
where some visiting elders were
scheduled to preach. My feeling of
unworthiness would not permit me to
be in the room during preaching but |
listened from the outside. When they
had finished preaching, someone
called my name, came after me, ush-

ered me inside, and informed me that
Iwas requested to preach. | was never
so shocked in my life as | thought no
one had any idea that | would ever
attempt to preach, especially to make
my first attempt away from home
among strangers. | had not hinted to
anyone of such impression. | do not
know anything | said that night. How-
ever, | experienced some reliefof mind
in the exercise. When | finished |
walked from that room into an adjoin-
ing room to be alone. | was shocked
with the sight of gray-headed elders
sitting in that room with their heads
bowed. | thought, “What a fool | must
be to attempt to speak in the name of
the Lord inthe presence ofthese great
men of God.” | was so ashamed of
myself.

The nextmeetingatmy home church
| was called upon to introduce ser-
vices with hymn and prayer. Since
that time | have attempted many times
to speak,accompanied with great fear
and much trembling. My deep-felt
sense of unworthiness and inability
has been so uppermost in my mind
that | have wondered much of the
time, ‘Do | have the right to occupy
such a sacred position and attempt to
speak in the presence of God’s
people?”’

| bored the listeners for months by
using much of the time in trying to
express my unworthiness and inabil-
ity. My estimation of myself as being
so sinful was so impressed on my
mind that many expressions relative
to this conviction were made each
and every time | appeared before a
congregation. It gave me relief but |
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was not aware of being so boresome
to the hearers. God saw fit to use a
sister to bring this to my attention.
She told me of a conversation she
overheard between a daughter and
her father. Her daughter announced,
“Dad, | am going over to Oakland
Schoolhouse today to church.” Her
father answered, “What? Do youwant
to hear that mean mantell of his mean-
ness?’ This caused much meditation.
| have felt as unworthy, sinful, and
unfit since then but have been cau-
tious to brief my expressions con-
cerning it. This conversation proved
to be a great blessing to me and (lam
persuaded) to those who have to sit
under the hearing of my voice.

Many times inthe exercises of speak-
ing in the presence of this people |
lamented muchinthe closing remarks
upon how God had withheld His Spirit
from me and that | had been given “no
light’”’ upon the subject under discus-
sion. One day | heard an elder preach.
His discourse melted my heart and |
experienced exultant joy from the be-
ginning of his sermonthroughout. His
words were heavenly and the thoughts
expressed were rapturous to me. He
paused at the end of this glorious
sermon and said, ‘| have had no unc-
tion of the Spirit while speaking. What
| have said has been wholly formal
and strictly mechanical.” This was
like pouring ice water on me. It made
me shudder. Since that time | have not
expressedthese lamentationsin clos-

ing - though | have felt it. It may be

mechanical and formal as far as the
speaker is concerned, but God is
blessing the hearer with the unction

of the Spirit. Since then | have been
more content with the thought that
God blesses me to the extent that it
pleases Him and consecrates it to the
hearers to the degree of His pleasure.
Who am | to lament if He holds all joy
from me and blesses the hearers with
exceeding joy? Sometimes when feel-
ing the coldest in delivery of a dis-
course | have seen the Spirit mani-
fested in the faces of the hearers.
Couldsuchasermonbeclassed hypo-
critical, formal, and/or mechanical?
Praying in publicwas such atask for
me. | felt it to be the greatest sin to
utter words intended to be directed to
God without feeling to be in the spirit
of prayer. | refused to engage in public
prayer many times when called upon
because of this conviction. | recall
once being in the predicament when |
could not refuse even though | was
convinced it would be formaland hypo-
critical! Words flowed fluently from
my mouth but | was so cold that they
seemed to mock me with the cry,
“Hypocritical, hypocritical.”” When |
arose from the form of prayer | feit to
be the greatest blaspheming hypo-
crite in the world! | was greatly sur-
prised and astonished when some-
thing very unusual took place. One
man immediately arose, came toward
me with tears streaming down his face,
took me by the hand, and exclaimed,
‘“What awonderful prayer. Youworded
the yearning of my heart.” | was then
convinced that God was pleased
sometimes to put the yearnings in
one’s heart and the words to express
these yearnings in another’s mouth.
May | ask the reader, “Could this prayer
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be classed as an hypocritical prayer?”
Since that time | have not refused to
engage in public prayer when called
upon.

My wife was the first one that | bap-
tized. Officiating in the ordinances of
the church seemed too high for me. |
felt so unworthy to officiate that | feit
so weak | could hardly stand and was
trembling when | led her into the beau-
tiful Caddo stream near Amity, Arkan-
sas to baptize her. | felt that | could not
go through this ordeal. | shall never
forget the calmness and strength |
suddenly experienced when | began
the baptismal ceremony. Some of the
most glorious experiences | have had
was in the act of putting beneath the
water candidates for church member-
ship. God has always come to my
rescue and converted the fear into
sublime calmness in my attempt to
engage in this sacred ordinance.

Itseemed to be impossible for me to
be used to comfort those who were
bereaved because of a death in the
immediate family. | shuddered at the
thought of ever being called upon. If
not deceived, the Lord has taken care
of that also. | have been surprised and
astonished at the words that have
come from my mouth that were appro-
priate on such occasions.

| have had like experiences in visit-
ing, praying for the sick, encouraging
those who were solowin spirit, giving
solutions to baffling problems, avert-
ing brethren from detrimental proce-
dure, and striving for peace among
troubled brethren. In every case that
my efforts have been successfully
used, it has been beyond any ques-

tion with me concerning the source of
strength. In every case all false ideas
of authority being vested in me have
been burned out through fiery trials
and God has revealed Himself as the
Author of all good acts which are
godly. When it pleases God to work
the will inyou there is no shifting from
His will to yours. His will has been so
convincing to me that there has been
no halting between opinions when it
is placed inmy mind. | have learned by
sad experience that it is best to do
nothing regarding a matter until you
are made certain concerning what
ought to be done. God has so thor-
oughly worked the do in me in many
cases that| was unaware of what | was
doing until it was already done. Could
| give myselfa pat on the shoulderand
congratulate myself for doing some-
thing that had been done through me
and | was unaware of it while it was
going on?

| felt many times in years past that |
ought to lay aside my encumbrances
and dis-engage myself from the voca-
tions of this world and devote what
little strength and mind that God had
blessed me with to the service of the
churches who were looking to me as
their pastor. Circumstances over
which | had no control brought me
into this position. | was forced to give
up my worldly career. | receive no
salary nor wage from any one orones.
It has been so for years, but God has
taken care to impress the hearts of
friends and brethren to freely give of
their means to us that we have not
suffered in want of the necessary
things of this natural life. Funds have
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come when needed without any so-
licitation to such an extent that | am
fully persuaded that God controls the
minds of the contributors even to the
amount of contributions.

When | am given to review my life as
a minister of God and pastor of
churches, | feel that | have been very
unprofitable. | have failed in many
duties. | have fallen so far short of
performingthe duties incumbentupon
a pastor that | am made to say, “I
surely have been mistaken in it all.”
My brethren have been very tolerant
toward me in bearing with my infirmi-
ties. Should they have been exacting
| would have been severed from their
fellowship long ago. | beg an interest
inthe prayers of each and every one of
you who reads this. After writing this
imperfect treatise upon this question
it remains an unanswered question to
me: “Am | a God-called gospel minis-
ter?”

MEETINGS

DAN RIVER CHURCH

eetings at Dan River Church
located on Highway #700
hA.d| between Highway 29 North
and Eden, N.C.

4th Sunday in May our semi-annual
communion service.

5th Sunday in May the West Country
Line will hold its Union Meeting.

All lovers of the truth are invited to
meet with us. Both of above meetings
will meet at 10:00 a.m.

Kenneth R. Key, Moderator

HOPEWELL

=| he eighteenthannual 5th Sun-
@l day meeting, the good Lord
@] willing, will be held at
Hopewell Church, Winnsbhoro, Texas,
beginning on Friday, May 28th, 29th,
and 30th. Hopewell Churchis located
about six miles west of Winnsboro.
Go west on Coke Road (515) about
fourand one-half miles andfollowthe
signs.
We welcomeyouto joinus inendeav-
oring to render glory and praise to
Whom it is so richly due. In an age
when it is becoming increasingly
popular to take the Lord’s name in
vain, how appropriate for those who
love the Lord to gather together and
by grace fulfill Psaim 148:13 - “Let
them praise the name of the Lord: for
His name aloneis excellent; His glory
is above the earth and heaven.” As
increasing pressure is brought upon
God'’s people to conform to the ever
deteriorating standards of this world,
may it be our happy lot to have the
Spiritwhichwas givenuntoJoshuato
enable us to boidly, yet humbly de-
clare, “But as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.”
When at the throne of grace, please
remember us in prayer.
Elder Jimmy Hamrick, Pastor
John Hamrick, Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

3| he Staunton River Union
@] Meeting will be held the Lord
d| willing, the fifth Saturday and
Sunday in May at Strawberry Church
located on road 750 turn off Rt. 41 at
Woods Store on 750 about 1/2 mile to
Church.
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All lovers of the truth come and
- worship with us, special welcome to
all Elders of our faith and order.

Gertie Holley Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS
FORFEBRUARY 1993
Mrs. Virginia Apple, NC ............ $2.00
Charles M. Coates, VA ................ 7.00
Ms. Joyce Farley, TX................ 15.00
D.H. Richardson,FL ................... 2.00

Mrs. Bonnie R. Moyers, TN ......... 2.00
Mrs. Cathreine W. Combs, NC....5.00

Edwin F. Dyer, VA ........ccoccmnnenis 2.00
Mrs. Marjorie Cook, TN................ 2.00
Mrs. Dorothy M. Cassell, VA....... 2.00
Ted & Linda McDaniel, VA .......... 2.00
Mrs. Aline C. Jacks, AL ............... 2.00
Mrs. Cliff Weaver, WA ................. 7.00
Ms. Mary W. Janney, VA ............. 2.00

Mrs. Mildred W. Hanks, VA ......... 2.00

OBITUARIES

KENNETH LEON JACKS

W | rother Kenneth Leon Jacks

was born onMay 13,1943, in
pamcidi| Sabine County, Texas. He
was called home to his eternal rest on
October 24, 1992, at the age of 49
years. He was the grandson of Elder
NoahKing.

Brother Jacks was united with Fel-
lowship Primitive Baptist Church by
letter from West Fork Primitive Bap-
tist Church of Akron, Ohio, on Octo-
ber 14, 1979. Fellowship Church
elected him as clerk on December 12,
1981. OnNovember 13,1983, Brother
Jacks was ordained as deacon of Fel-
lowship Church. In 1988, he was
elected clerk of the Sulphur Fork As-
sociation. He was a faithful and fear-
less defender of the gospel of his
Lord and Savior. He served faithfully
as deacon, churchclerk,and associa-
tion clerk until the day of his depar-
ture.

His tireless devotion to his church
and his brethren was beautifully de-
scribed by the following poem, writ-
ten by his mother:

A Tribute To My Son,
Kenneth Leon Jacks
(A Faithful Servant)

As a deacon of your church,
You served it to the end,
Second weekend of each month,
- Your labor of love begin.

You took care of your church’s
needs,

It was a priority for you;

You didn’t falter by the wayside
When there were things to do.

You mowed the lawn, you lit the
fire,

You opened and closed the doors,
As a deacon of your church

You took care of all your chores.
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You transported elderly sisters
So to church they could come,
And from the Master's table
Pick up a little crumb.

God blessed you with three
beautful children,

And a sweet grandchild too,
And the best wife and mother
Whom anyone ever knew.

God granted me the blessing

To go with you to see,

Your faith and trust in an all
powerful God,

Was very plain to me.

While working on the church
grounds,

A tree on you did fall;

You thought you’d met your death
then,

But God had another tree growing
tall.

In relating your experience to me,
You got a glimpse of another
realm,

In which you hope to go some day,
So you could be with Him.

You left this world before,
Caught up in the spirit of your
God;

He gave you a glimpse of a better
place,

While on this earth you trod.

There are no accidents with God,
You knew that very well;

If you could talk to us today,

A greater story you could tell.

My son, it would be selfish in me,
To wish you back to stay,

But I hope it’s the Lord’s will
We meet again some day!

Love, Mother

Theabove sentiments are the heart-
felt thoughts, not only of his mother,
butalso of his brethrenamongwhom
he traveled extensively for many
years.

Brother Jacks was survived by his
wife, Sherrie Sharpton Jacks, whom
he married on June 5, 1965; one son,
Russell Jacks of Gladewater, Texas;
two daughters, Kendra Jacks and
Kristi Davis; his father and step-
mother, Elvin and Ann Jacks of
Woodpville, Texas; his mother, Mrs.
Abilene McBride, of Woodyville; one
brother, Lamar Jacks, of Jasper,
Texas; one sister, Mrs. Sandra
Murphy, of Mt. Shasta, California; and
one grandchild, Loren Davis.

Brother Jack’s funeral was con-
ducted by Elder C. C. Morris, assis-
tant pastor of Fellowship Church, as-
sisted by Elder Lynwood Jacobs.
BrotherJacks was laidto restin Pleas-
ant Hope Cemetery, near Pleasant
Hope Primitive Baptist Church, south
of Atlanta, Texas, there to await the
resurrection morning.

Written by direction of Fellowship
Primitive Baptist Church in confer-
ence, withthe directionthatacopybe
senttothe Signs of the Times, a copy
besentto brother Jacks’ family,anda
copy be retained in the church’s
records.

Lovingly submitted,
C.C. Morris
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ELDERLOYDWALL

=~ Ider Loyd Wall of Bivins,
8 a2 M| Texas, was born on January

=8| 27, 1919, in Cass County,
Texas. After an extended illness, he
was called home to eternal glory on
January 30,1993. His pilgrimage here
below was seventy-four years and
three days.

ElderWallmarried Ruby Lee Driskell
Wall on January 14, 1939. He united
with Pleasant Hope Primitive Baptist
Church in 1942, where his member-
ship remained for over fifty years. He
was baptized by his father, Elder T. A.
Wall, on the fourth Sunday in June,
1942.

Elder Wall was ordained to the min-
istry on October 30, 1955, over his
protests of his own unworthiness.
From then until he could nolongergo
due to his final iliness, he traveled
extensively among the brethren in
Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Alabama,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Kentucky, and
Tennessee.

Elder Wall was called to pastor five
churches and served them faithfully
until his death: Pleasant Hope Primi-
tive Baptist Church, south of Atlanta,
Texas, where his membership was for
over 50 years; ProspectPrimitive Bap-
tist Church, near Simms, Texas; Fel-
lowship Primitive Baptist Churchnear
East Mountain, Texas; Providence
Primitive Baptist Church, south of Mt.
Vernon, Texas; and Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church of Cash, Texas.

During his ministry of over forty
years, he traveled untold hundreds of
thousands of miles serving the

churches, attendingassociations and
special meetings, visiting thesick and
elderly, visiting among the brethren,
and conducting over four hundred
funerals. He served the Sulphur Fork
Association in east Texas as its As-
sistant Moderator from 1961 through
1972, as Moderator from 1973 through
1981, and again as Moderator from
1989 until the time of his death.

He had a good report of them which
are without. He was an industrious
and hard-working man, laboring all
his life in the fields and woods near
where hewas bornandraised. Hewas
agood neighbor, loved and respected
by his neighbors and his community,
and for a time he served on the local
school board.

What Paul said to Timothy, “Letthe
elders that rule well be counted wor-
thy of double honour, especially they
who labourinthe word and doctrine,”
certainly applied to Elder Wall. He
was solid, sound, and primitive in
order, belief, doctrine, and practice.
Eider Wall mourned his own deprav-
ity, often shedding tears over his feel-
ings of his own sinfulness and unwor-
thiness. His only hope, constantly
expressed bothfromthestandandin
conversation, was his hope inthe eter-
nal, electing love, grace, and mercy of
his God, and the all-sufficient blood
and merits of the One whom he
preached, the only Savior, Jesus
Christ. Without compromise, andwith-
out consideration of either the fear or
the favor of man, Elder Wall believed
and preached the absolute predesti-
nation of all things, down tothe small-
estdetailsin creationandinourlives.
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No man around him was ever more
willing than he to discuss the scrip-
tures at any time, nor did any seem to
have a better God-given understand-
ing of the Bible. Elder Wall always
made ita pointtosay that, if he did not
prove what he said by the scriptures,
it was not to be received. Whenever
hewas called uponto speak, his clear
voice was lifted up like atrumpet, and
hespoke as the oracles of God. When
he ministered, it was as of the ability
which God giveth, thatGod inallthings
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Now, inthe wisdomand providence
of our God, Elder Wall’s clarion voice
has been silenced until the end of
time. Thoseleft behind, grieving, nev-
ertheless feel that our temporal loss
is his eternal gain, for his sufferings
have now ended. Words cannot tell
the sadness which the loss of Elder
Wall has brought to the brethren at
home and across this land. Yet, if he
were here today, we have no doubt he
would say that he attended every ap-
pointment, took every step, preached
every sermon, and breathed every
breathwhich God from all eternity had
predestinated for him.

Elder Wall is survived by his wife,
Ruby Wall, of Bivins, Texas; one son
and daughter-in-law, Joseph and
Connie Wall of Bivins, Texas; two
daughters and sons-in-law, Dorothy
and Kenneth Cook of Gonzales, Loui-
siana, and Glenda and Wayne Dayton
of Austin, Texas; three sisters, Ellen
Bradshaw of Linden, Texas, Ettie
Hutchen of Mesquite, Texas, and
Evelyn Rhoades of Mt.Vernon, Texas;

sixgrandchildren, andsixgreat-grand-
children.

Elder Wall's funeral, attended by
many hundreds of his friends and
mourners, was conducted by ElderC.
C. Morris, assisted by Elder Graydon
SmithandElder ShannonVaughn. As
Elder Wall so highly valued and ap-
preciated the deacon brethren, it was
beautifully appropriate that the final
grave-side prayer was worded by his
long-time friend and brother in the
church, deacon Frank Pilgreen of
Union Primitive Baptist Church of the
South Ouachita Association.

Elder Wall's mortal remains were
laidtorestin Pleasant Hope Cemetery
near the Huffines community, south
of Atlanta, Texas, to await the resur-
rection at the second coming of our
Lord.

Written by direction of Pleasant
Hope Primitive Baptist Churchincon-
ference, specifying that a copy be
sent to the Signs of the Times for
publication, a copy be furnished to
Elder Wall’s family, and a copy be
retained in the church records.

Unworthily submitted in love,
C.C. Morris -

ISAIAH 33: 5-6.

The Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth
on high: he hath filled Zion with
Jjudgment and righteousness.

And wisdom and knowledge shall
be the stability of thy times, and
strength of salvation: the fear of the
Lord is his treasure.
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LORD I DESIRE

Lord I desire, with thee to live
To live and never die,

To praise thy name, with every
strain

with thee amid the skies.

Lord thou art good, and very
good

and holy just and true,

So let us watch and pray and
sing

In all our life way through.

Lord we do hope that we are
dead

to sin and death made free,
Now we do wait, and walk by
Jaith

of our dear Lord to see

Lord bless us now, this one more
time

that we be strong and bold,

And when the storm’y clouds
arise

Thou would onto us hold.

Thanks be to thee dear blessed
Lord .

That thou has made us see,
Our Jesus as the end of law

To set poor sinners free.

By L.J. Brammer
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EDITORIAL

“For the Lord’s portion is his
people: Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance. He found him in a
desertland, and in the waste howl-
ing wilderness; he led him about,
he instructed him, he kept him as
the apple of his eye.” (Deut. 32: 9-

10).

tisindeed a

Bl time of re-
| joicing for
the saints of the God
when they are
blessed, from time to
time, to view with
some understanding
whatthe old Scriptures are pointing to

Elder C.C. Wilbanks

in the new testament. | do not claim
any special understanding of the
things | propose to set forth for your
consideration, but these are only my
views of things that may be touched
upon in this article. My views may be
very imperfect, but the Scriptures of
truth are always perfect. Compare the
two, and if they be in harmony all is
well, but if not, then reject my views.

It is my desire to set forth, in small
part, the way God led the children of
Israel in days of old, and compare
them with the travels of the children of
today. God chose his childrenin Jesus
Christ before the foundation of the
world, and He said of them, “This
people have | formed for myself; they
shall shew forth my praise.” (lsa.
43:21).

Let us begin with Abraham. Unto
him God promised a son when he was
aboutan hundredyears old, and Sarah
his wife being ninety was past the
normal time of life for child bearing;
but Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted unto him for righteous-
ness; and if we believe him it shall be
accounted unto us for righteousness
also. But this belief must be given
unto us from above. (Phil. 1:29) In the
set time Sarah did conceive and bare
a son, and Abraham called his name
Isaac: and of him God said, “And | will
establish my covenant with him foran
everlasting covenant, and with his
seed after him.” That covenant is in
full force today. However, before that
Isaac was born, Sarah had become
concerned that Abram, (as she and he
were first called,) had no children,
therefore she gave him Hagar her
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Egyptian handmaid to wife, that she
might obtain children by her. Hagar
conceived by Abram, and when she
had conceived she despised Sarah
hermistress. Sarahtold thisto Abram,
and he said unto her, “Do unto her as
it pleaseth thee.” And when Sarah
dealt hardly with her, she fled from
her face. But an angel of the Lord
found Hagar and told her to return
and submit herself to her mistress.
And the angel said unto her, “I will
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it
shall notbe numbered for muititude.”
Also, “‘Behold, thouart with child, and
shall bear a son; and shall call his
name Ishmael; because the Lord hath
heard thy affliction. And he will be a
wild man; and his hand will be against
every man, and every man’s hand
against him; and he will dwell in the
presence of his brethren.” Hagar
therefore returned and Ishmael was
born,and grew up asthe sonof Abram;
but he was not the son that God prom-
ised Abraham afterward that would
be born of his wife Sarah. And God
said of Sarah, “And | will bless her,
and give thee a son also of her: yea, |
will bless her, and she shall be a
mother of nations; kings of people
shall be of her.” Then Abraham fell
upon his face, and laughed, and said
in his heart, “Shall a child be born
unto him thatis a hundred years old?
and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear?” And Abraham said unto
God, “O that Ishmael might live be-
fore thee!” And God said, ‘“Sarah thy
wife shall bearthee asonindeed, and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and |
will establish my covenant with him

foran everlasting covenant, and with
his seed after him. And as forlshmael,
| have heard thee: Behold, | have
blessed him, and will make him fruit-
ful, and will multiply him exceedingly;
twelve princes shall he beget and |
will make of him a great nation. But
my covenant will | establish with
Isaac.” Can we not see here a line
drawn between the elect people of
God, typified by Isaac, and the non-
elect by Ishmael? for Ishmael was
bornaccordingto the will of the flesh,
butlsaac according to the promise of
God. Almost as soon as Isaac was
bornishmael beganto mockhim; and
does not this mocking continue unto
this day by his seed against the seed
of Isaac? When Sarah saw the son of
Hagar mocking she said unto
Abraham, “Cast out this bondwoman
and her son: for the son of this bond-
woman shall not be heir with my son,
even with Isaac.” This grieved
Abraham, but God said unto him, “‘Let
not this be grievous in thy sight - for
in Isaac shall thy seed be called.”
Let us now move forward to the
days of Abraham’s old age. He called
hiseldest servantand made him swear
by the God of heaven and earth, that
he should not take a wife unto his son
of the daughters of the Canaanites,
among whom he dwelt: but that he
would gointo the country from which
God had called him out, and to his
kindred to take a wife unto Isaac. The
servant questioned what he should
do if the woman would not be willing
to return with him. Abraham told him
that the Lord God would send his
angel before him and that he should
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take a wife unto his son from among
his people, and, if the woman should
notbe willing, he would be clearof his
oath: and he was not to take a wife
untoIsaacfromamongthe Canaanites
under any circumstances.

It is our understanding that Isaac
was a type of Jesus Christ, and the
wife that should be taken for himwas
a figure of the church. The servant
was not to do the choosing, but God;
and he prayed unto God to shew him
in a particular way who this woman
should be. Even before he was done
praying to God Rebekah came out to
him, for she was the chosen one. She
was of Abraham’s kindred, for she
was the daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s
son, Abraham’s brother. “She was
very fairto look upon, avirgin, neither
had any man known her.” As atype of
the church these were qualifications
that were absolutely necessary, for
she must be holy, and without blame
before him in love; and in the Song of
Solomon she is described as “the
fairest among women,” and ‘“‘as the
lilyamongthorns, sois myloveamong
the daughters.” Rebekah quickly took
him to her kindred, and after he had
informedthem ofhis mission,heasked
if she would go with him, and they said
unto him, “This thing proceedeth from
the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee
bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is be-
fore thee, take her,and go, and let her
be thy master’s son’s wife, asthe Lord
hath spoken.” And they called
Rebekah and said unto her, “Wiltthou
go with this man?” And she said, “I
will go.” She could in no wise refuse,
for God hath called his people with a

holy calling, and it would not beaholy
callingifit could be rejected. And God
had said, “Thy people shall be a will-
ing people in the day of thy power.”
Therefore she willingly went with him
to be the wife of Isaac. And when she
had come to Isaac he took her to his
mother Sarah’s tent, and took
Rebekah, and she became his wife;
and he loved her.

After Sarahdied Abrahamagaintook
a wife and she bare him sons. And
Abraham gave all that he had unto
Isaac. Butuntothe sons ofthe concu-
bines, which Abraham had, Abraham
gave gifts, and sent them away from
Isaac his son, while he yetlived, east-
ward, into the east country. Here again
we see a separation of the elect of
God and the non-elect.

Isaac’s wife Rebekah was barren,
and he entreated the Lord forher. And
the Lord was entreated and Rebekah
conceived, and the children struggled
in herwomband shewondered, Why?
She inquired of the Lord, and he said
unto her, “Two nations are in thy
womb, and two manner of people shall
be separated from thy bowels; and
the one people shall be strongerthan.
the other people; and the elder shall
serve the younger,” Paul said of this
in Romans 9, “‘For the children being
notyetborn, neither having done any
good or evil, that the purpose of God
might stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth, it was said unto her, The
elder shall serve the younger.” And,
“As it is written, Jacob have | loved,
but Esau have | hated.” God’s hatred
is just as holy as his love, and notthe
hatred of the flesh, for there is no
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unrighteousness with God. God for-
bid! “For he said unto Moses, | will
have mercy onwhom | will have mercy,
and | will have compassion on whom
| will have compassion.” Also, “And
whom he will he hardeneth.” Does he
not have the right to do with his own
as seemeth good in his sight? God
has a purpose in all things, and he
brings themto pass, for “he doeth his
willinthe army of heaven,and among
the inhabitants ofthe earth: and none
can stay his hand.” In this we again
see the line between the elect and the
non-elect. God hath mercy upon his
elect children, and by his grace he
gave them eternal life in Christ Jesus
before the foundation of the world;
but the non-elect he hathleftto perish
in their sins. He is just and holy in all
of this, and could not be less so had
he left all people to perish in their
sins, for all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.

Esau and Jacob were the sons of
Isaac and Rebekah. Esauwas a hunter,
and Isaac loved him because he did
eat of his venison: butRebekahloved
Jacob. Esau sold his birthright (he
being the firstborn,) to Jacob for a
mess of red pottage. Would we not do
the same if God did not restrain us?
ButGod has bestowed his graceupon
usthatwe should eat only of that food
that cometh down from above, which
is the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ.
If we eat his flesh and drink his blood
we have eternal life, and he will raise
us up at the last day. If we do not eat
anddrink his fleshand blood we have
no life in us. (John 6: 5§3-54.)

Jacobwas adeceiverorsupplanter
as his name implies, and when Isaac

was old and could not see, with the
urging and help of his mother he de-
ceived his fatherthat he might receive
the blessing that should have been
bestowed upon Esau. Being deceived
into believing that Esau was before
him, Isaac bestowed his blessingupon
Jacob; and when he knew that he had
been deceived he yet said, “l have
blessed him, yea, and he shall be
blessed.” He also blessed Esau, but
withalesserblessing.(Read foryour-
selfinthe 27th chapter of Genesis the
blessings of each.) And Esau hated
Jacob because of the blessingwhere-
with his father had blessed him, and
he purposed in his heart to slay his
brother, but Rebekah was told of this
and she hurriedly sent Jacob away to
herbrotherLaban fromwhomshe had
been brought to be the wife of Isaac.
Shealsohad anotherreasonforsend-
ing him away, for she did notdesire to
live any longer if Jacob should take a
wife of the daughters of Heth, such as
those which were of the daughters of
the land. Isaac also called Jacob and
blessed him, and charged him not to
take a wife from among the
Canaanites, but from among the
daughters of Laban, Rebekah’s
brother. When Esau saw that which
was done, that the daughters of
Canaan pleased not his father or
mother, then he went and took a wife
from among them. Is not this the way
of all flesh? We seek to avenge our-
selves instead of waiting upon the
Lord: but it is written, “Vengeance is
mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.”
Sorrow shall surely overtake us if we
undertake to avenge ourselves.
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As Jacobfled from Esau he cameto
acertainplace, and there helay down
to sleep. And he dreamed that he saw
angels ascending and descending a
ladder that reached unto the heaven,
and the Lord stood above it. In his
dream the Lord told him that he was
God, saying, | AM the Lord God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of
Isaac,” And God gave unto him great
promises, and he said, “Behold, lam
with thee, and will keep thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; forl will not leave thee, until
| have done that which | have spoken
to thee of.” All of the people of God
are represented in Jacob, orisrael as
he was later called of God, and these
precious promises apply tothemalso.
And, as we quoted at the beginning,
“Forthe LORD’S portionis his people
- and he kept him as the apple of his
eye.” Aswith Jacob, the Lordfinds all
of his people in a desert land and
waste howling wilderness. Does this
not describe perfectly the world in
which we live, and also our sinful
flesh? We were polluted in our own
blood, and cast out in the day that we
were born: but God looked upon us
and said, “‘Live; yea, | said unto thee
when thou wast in thy blood, Live.”
(Ezek. 16:6). As surely as he speaks
this unto each of us in his own time,
we live. Jesus said, “The time is com-
" ing, and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the Son of God, and
they that hear shall live.” Only the
ones that hear his voice shall ever
live, and that life is eternal. | have not
found inthe Holy Scriptures norinmy

experience (if | have had an experi-
ence of grace) that he has taken any
out of this desertland and waste howl-
ingwilderness while heyetlivesinthe
flesh.Heleads us about, andinstructs,
and keeps us as the apple of his eye;
yet,inseasons, he hides his face from
us, leaving us in darkness, and we
know not how to find our way. We
become very barren, thirsty and hun-
gry. We become poor and needy and
seek water and there is none, and our
tonguefails us for thirst.Itis then that
we cry unto the Lord and he hears us;
for he said, *“I the Lord will hear them,
| the God of Israel will not forsake
them, | will openrivers in high places,
and foundations in the midst of the
valleys: | will make the wilderness a
pool of water, and dry land springs of
water.” These are soul refreshing
waters, and we are made once again
to rejoice in his love and mercy. Jesus
said, “The water that | shall give him
shall be in him a well of water spring-
ingupintoeverlastinglife.” Whatbeau-
tiful promises these be!

When Jacob’s dreamwas ended and
he awoke, he said, “Surely the Lord
was in this place and | knew it not.”
Jacob saw and heard God, but notas
his God, for he had notyetbeengiven
faith to believe; and he vowed saying,
“If he will be with me, and willkeepme
in the way that | go, and will give me
breadto eat,and raimentto puton, so
that | come againto my father’s house
in peace; then shall the Lord be my
God.” Jacob was attempting to put
God under his conditions, not know-
ing that he was in the way the Lord
was directing, and that the Lord would
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provide all his needs. Is this not what
all of us have done when we knew him
not? Paul thought he was in the right
way and doing service unto the Lord
until he was stopped in his way. But,
“Itis not in man that walketh to direct
his own steps.” Then Paul was made
tosay, “Whoartthou, Lord? And after
Jesus hadrevealed himself unto him,
his question was, ‘“Lord, what wilt
thou have meto do?”” Our questionis
the same, and the answeris the same:
it will be told us what we MUST do. “It
is notin man that walketh todirect his
own steps,” “A man’s heart deviseth
his way; but the Lord directeth his
way.” “In a dream, in a vision of the
night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumberings upon the bed;
then he openeth the ears of men, and
sealeth theirinstructions, that he may
withdraw man from his purpose, and
hide pride from man.” If we could
devise and carry out ourown purpose
we would be filled with pride: and
pride cometh before the fall. Praise
God that he directs our way!
Jacobtraveled onuntil he cameinto
the land of Abraham’s nativity, and to
his uncle’s house. There he found
Rachel, the daughter of Laban his
uncle, and he immediately kissed her
and wept, for she was the one he
would love and labor for. Laban had
twodaughters, andthe elderwas Leah.
Leahwas tendereyed; butRachelwas
beautiful and well favoured. Here we
see Rachel as a type or figure of the
church, which is beautiful and well
favoured, the bride of ourLord Jesus
Christ. Laban said unto Jacob, “Surely
thou art my bone and my flesh.” And

Paul tells us of Christ that, “We are
members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones.” Can we not see how
beautifully the old and new Scriptures
arein harmony?

Jacobloved Rachel,andwhenLaban
asked what his wages should be, he
said, “lwill serve thee sevenyears for
Rachel thy younger daughter.” Tothis
Laban agreed, and when Jacob had
served his seven years for Rachel,
(andthey seemed but as afewdays to
him because of his love for her,) he
said unto Laban, “Give me my wife,
that | may go in unto her,” But Laban
beguiled Jacob and gave him Leah
instead. When Jacob demanded why
this was done Laban said, “Iitmust not
be so done in our country, to give the
younger before the firstborn.” Laban
was only carrying out the custom of
the land. It was customary atthattime
for aman to have more than one wife,
therefore Laban said, “Fulfill herweek,
and we will give thee this also for the
service whichthou shalt serve me yet
seven other years.” Jacob therefore
fulfilled her week, and Rachel was
then given him to wife, and he wentin
unto her. And he loved Rachel more
thanLeah, and he served Labanseven
otheryears for her. The Scriptures do
not tell us that he served anytime for
Leah, butthefourteenyears he served
were for Rachel. And when the Lord
saw that Leah was hated, he opened
her womb: but Rachel was barren.
When Leah bare her first three sons
shethoughtthese mightturnJacob’s
loveto her, but they did not. Whenshe
bare her fourth son she then said,
“Now will | praise the Lord: therefore
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she called his name Judah; and left
bearing.” itwas from the tribe of Juda,
(orJudah,) that our Lord sprang forth
as our High Priest. Do we not also fail
to praise the Lord for all things, and
not just the good? even if we praise
himthen.

Both Rachel and Leah did as
Abraham’s wife Sarah: each gave her
maid to Jacob to wife; and both bare
him sons. After this Leah bare two
more sons and a daughter. Then God
opened Rachel’s womb and she bare
a son whom she called Joseph, and
she said, ‘“The Lord shail add to me
anotherson.” And it came to pass as
her soul was departing, (for she died)
and she called his name Benoni: but
his father called him Benjamin.

Jacobwas the father of twelve sons
by his wives Rachel and Leah, and
these became the heads of the twelve
tribes of Israel and Judah.

Dearbrethren, i have barely touched
upon a few of the things that | had
purposed to write about, but already
this had become lengthy and | must
stop. If God be willing, | will continue
itinthe nearfuture. Again|say, search
the Scriptures to seeifthesethings be
in accord with the truth.

Elder C.C. Wilbanks

HEBREWS 10:23.

"Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without wavering; for
he is faithful that promised.

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Brother and Sister Williams:

| wonder what makes it so hard to
send what you have written. Every
wordis the truthandllove when folks
share their thoughts and spiritual ex-
periences with me - yet there always
seemstobeahesitancein metosend
a letter to the Signs. If we knew it
would mean anything spiritually to
anyonelcouldfreely send itwithouta
worry.lbelievelsentinmy experience
a long time back. | could tell it every
day and relish it, it is my meat and
drink. | love telling it for all glory is
God’s -1would never have known Him
but for His drawing Love.

hopethe joyinmy heart this
morning is because of the

» appearing of Jesus. Paul
sald “There is a Crown of Righteous-
ness laid up for me, and not for me
only, but for all those who love His
appearing.”’ And| believe if not totally
mistaken, | knowand love His appear-
ing. | was raking leaves this morning
and my mind was so full of the meet-
ing at Friendship Church near white
House and the song 276 was going
over and overin my mind and the line
that says “My glittering crown ap-
pears inview gave me muchthought|
had never thought of the crown Paul
spoke of, it seemed that iflwas one so
blessed to be taken to heaven, that
was enough, butllove thesong.We’ve
justrecently learned thetune, itgives
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such sweetness of soul and my heart
seemed full of that sweetness as |
raked leaves. | wore myself out talk-
ing, and wished for someone to talk
to.llooked overat my neighbors house
andwished | could share my beautiful
thoughts. | notice more writers speak
of their unworthiness and their down
sittings than their joys. It is when (I
hope) the Holy Spirit comes inwithits
goodtidings thatmy heart swells, and
almostburststo talkand shoutit from
the housetop one is just as much
praise to God as the other. While |lwas
thus filled with thoughts of Praise. |
thought of the time | was wandering
alonginaworldlywilderness lost, and
did not know it. When God turned my
thoughts and mind toward Him it was
then | thought about Salvation, and
wanted it, but was so far away how
could | find it.

Iwantedwhat my parents hadl guess
I've always believed the Primitive Bap-
tist was the true church. I tried to read
the Bible, may be that was the way to
find salvation. Well you (talk about a
sealed book) | could not read it. It
didn’t seem to be what | needed, yet |
knew it was the true word of God.

I spent a lot of time thinking about
these things and wanted something -
I thought (after much trying to under-
stand) of an old saying “There’s a
black sheep in every family, and per-
haps that is why | can’t know what to
do. Ifelt burdened, Iwas morally clean,
for | had been brought up in a good
way. | would go to baptisings and
otherdemonstrations and sowished|
could be like them (as | thought them
to be)buttherewas ablock.lwas sure
as | could be that nothing could make

me feel | was saved and express it in
words and join any church. | now
believe it was God making me ready
for His appearing.

One morning | was doing the regu-
lar chores and noticed | was filled
with a joy | could not understand. It
would take too long to tell all the
thoughts and questions that went
through my mind concerning this joy.
It was different and it went on two or
three days. | often think about the
third day it became so strong | stopped
washing dishes and went and sat
down to try to understand the reason
for this joy. | sat a long time as tho in
aspell cast upon me and | thought of
God. The moment | did it seemed as
though He were in the room and if |
reached out my hand | would touch
Him. It was such a wonderful feeling,
| was almost afraid to move lest |
would lose it. | wanted to go look out
the back door - felt sure there was a
sign in the sky that it was from God.
Finally 1 (tho feeling a little foolish)
wentto the doorandlooked out. Noth-
ingwas there, nosign, my heartfellin
sadness and while standing there
pondering these things, it was as tho
a voice said ‘“The change is not out
there - it is within you. You’ve been
baptised with the Holy Spiritand your
hearts been washed in the blood of
the Lamb. (I could hardly believeit) so
this was why all the joyous feelings |
had been feeling. | will never be able
to tell how my mind soared upward
and as | write this now. | believe |
became a new creature, | feel every
line ofthe song 215inthe Goble book-
itsays betterthanlcan. Likethesong
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147 in Lloyds book, I think of it each
time we sing it. Is not my case amaz-
ing, what a saviour | have found (or
found me).

This stayed with me | really don’t
know how long and | was so happy |
thought | would never be sad or dis-
turbed about salvation again. But it
would fill a large book to tell how
sadly | discovered the barren places,
the dry desert without water. | think
satan really works in those places
andwould (if possible) keep us there.
But thanks be to God, who cares for
us that satan can only go so far.

This is the way God was pleased to
bringme into the knowledge and love
of Him. He has been so gracious and
merciful to me in His dealings about
the way | should go. He led me to
many green pastures and through
many dark valleys and the shadow of
death. But somehow I felt that He was
always there and with me. itissuch a
mystery.

Inow and then after this experience
read the Bible and with enough un-
derstanding that it seems to me.
Whereas before | couldn’t read it with
any sense at all. | am jumping from
one thing to another in thinking of
how | was brought to hope in God.

| heard a brother tell this, he was
loading firewood on toawheelbarrow
and had it loaded and heard a bird
chirping somewhere in the wood. He
tried to find it, finally unloaded the
wood, no bird anywhere. He loaded it
again and the same thing happened.
He told me how many times he loaded
and unloaded it and it suddenly was
made known to him it was God. |
believe God uses many ways and

means to cause his children’s minds
toturntoHim. Hedraws theirmindsin
the way best suited to the person.

I believe His doctrine falls into their
hearts and distills, as thedew -then at
the right time and purpose of God
they are quickened by His spirit and
made to know Him. No matter how
small, or insignificant it might seem
to be, there is power enough withitto
cause them to know it was not from
man, and they are caused towalkina
way that pleases Him.

Oh how | often wish it was possible
to retain that spiritand neverlet it go,
but as brother Wayman said in his
article “How would we ever grow in
grace. My experience teaches me that
we must go through many trials and
feel forsaken, feel many long periods
of fastingto make us realizeitis notin
man to direct his steps.

We would (in nature) many times go
around these things. If so how would
we know or long for His appearance?
Manytime, I’'ve gone solong suffering
this barrenness to the point, | actually
fear and wonder “Is it possible that |
may have imagined this beautiful (born
againfeeling?)thatis afearful feeling
indeed.

We go to the scriptures for comfort
and find much written about the ‘““fear
of God.” | think, if He has taught us to
love Him and honor Him, who is spot-
less and pure. We also fear Him who
has all power in heaven and earth. |
think | know to fear Him but words
won’tcomfort us. The Spiritalone can
give us peace and free from fear. So
having all these things as withesses
may we with patience run the race set
before us - laying aside all the weight,
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worries and sin,according tothe mea-
sure of faith He has given us. By
nature | am not a patient person, tho
lately, a few times, (tho far from God)
lam given alittle patience and wait in
hope of His appearing again. | feel
now | could write a book, | hope this
will mean something to somebody,
tho satan has alreadywhispered “tear
itup”.
Lucile Young,
Memphis Church,
Memphis, Tenn.

Roanoke Virginia
April 25,1993

Dear Elder and Sister Williams,

In sending in my renewal to the
Signs, my mind began to remember
youboth, because of seeingand hear-
ing you at County Line the few times
you have been there. Also | thought
back to April (3rd Sun) 1933 when |
was baptized with three others. Only
two of us still living.

=l was born in Will County,
lllinois Oct. 21, 1910, as
you can see | am now 82
years old As amember for 60 years, |
was 22 years old when baptized. |
subscribed to the Signs in Aug. or
Sept. in 1933 nearly 60 years ago and
have been taking it ever since. We
learn “of’’ many things as toevents, in
trials and sorrows, but ever, and al-
ways having to ask for the Lord’s
gracious mercy.

Whenlreadthe 11thCh., 29th verse
of St. Matthew, | ponderin my mind of
these words in particular, “And learn
of me” rested in my heart. Not learn

justabout me but “Of me”. Do | know
Him? Do | see and feel Him as my
Redeemer.believe Iwas shownlwas
lost. There is a seeking, there is a
need of rest, and only god can show
the lost condition ofasinner. And can
give rest. Learn “Of”’ Him!

In the year of 1932 Elder H.V. Cole
preached God the Father, God the
Son, God the Holy Ghost these 3"
are One, and preceeded upon that
“Oneness”. | have not forgotten how
Eld. Cole looked, but in his declaring
that‘“Oneness’ it so spokethe teach-
ing that is needed, the learning “Of"
Himthat grants Peace and the needed
mercy. It seemed to flow all around
and in my heart. All from and in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Becomingfleshso
as to lay it down in the redeeming
price, for poor one’s that had not a
way. Jesus has said “l am the Way,
Truth, and the Life, and He gave it. |
hope | am one, though so unworthy.
Whyamicalled an Old Baptist? | have
heard many beliefs expressed. Not
from parents, grandparents or even
greatgrandparents, eventhoughmany
were called Old School Primitive Bap-
tists. | love what | was told all of those
believed, butldid notknow until after
several years being a member. There
may be loud thunderings, earth-
quakes, etc., yet it comes in, or came
in a still small voice, to and in the
heart. When | was about 12 1/2 years
old,as | stood one cold day, ice cover-
ingallthetrees and land. We were not
allowed to go to school because of
the danger of falling trees across the
roads. As | looked at a beautifully
formedtree sparklinginthe sun shin-
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ing up on the ice on it. It seemed to
come alive and moved toward me with
something that demanded perfection.
| had none, and | seemed to dissolve
intoamess of ugly corruption.Thena
light soft, and full of Life came in,
lifted me up and away from corruption
into a feeling of being accepted. Only
inthatwondrous gracious mercy that
seemed to be given mel Was it adelu-
sion of mind? Even so, | have not yet
forgotten the utter corruption andthe
being lifted up and away from it, as
mercy and love seem to flow. When |
wentindoors my motherlooked atme
strangely and said, You knew it was
cold outside. | was shaking, but | did
not feel the cold. A fear, and a Hope
that | was lifted away from utter cor-
ruption. Imagination! Maybe, but | yet
rememberit.

County Line Church was organized
in 1869, not as old as some places of
worship is. There has not been but 3
clerks since then, the first one achar-
ter member, when County Line came
into existence, and served until 1916
or1917.

My grandfather Elder Ash D. Shortt
was pastor (after Elder Amos
Dickerson the first to serve) for 35
years. | was only 6 1/2 years old when
grandpa died, so | do not remember
much about him, and only through
reading some of his writings in Zions
Landmark, Messenger Of Truth pa-
pers.

The last time Grandpawent into the
stand, he had to be carried in, and as
he sat and listened to two others he
motioned for the testament, and read
Eph. 2:1-3 and Eph. 2:4-9. This re-

corded by the 1st. clerk, Whatis inter-
esting to me, may not be of interest to
you or others, but to me may mean
much, as it gives me some idea of his
mind.

Ifyoudo not read through this, I will
understand, | hope you may visit us
again at County Line. “In Rock Of
Ages” hymn, aline in 3rd verse “Sim-
ply to thy cross | cling’ is expressing
my feelings as well as an 98 year old
memberinanursing home, saidtous
as she stretched forth both hands, |
Cling to that Cross.

Humbly,
Catherine A. Houchins

ARTICLES

MARK16:15REVISITED

heinstruction, orauthority
given by Christ, tocarry out

: Bi| any action should be seri-
ously consldered andfollowedinthis
day ifthe circumstances, underwhich
theyweregiven, apply. ifthereis some
question, orseemed vagueness about
the application, the incidence thatfol-
lows in the scripture and what the
disciples did will often give further
light on the lessons that are taught.
This would seem to be the case in
Mark 16:15. “And he said to them, Go
ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” Similar
verses are also in Matt. 28:19, and
Luke 24:47.

In discussing this subject among
brethren some feel strongly that the
scripture just cited should be taken
literally and applied today. Others
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seem to feel that since the ‘‘commis-
sion” of Christ was after the resurrec-
tion that it applies to all them that are
spiritual and thus to be carried out by
ministers today, although the preach-
ing will only be spiritually heard by
believers.

There is no intent here to cause
confusion or controversy, but would
ask thatthe scriptures be examinedin
the light of the circumstances then
and also in light of things that fol-
lowed, according to the scriptures.
Consider the following:

1. The Jews did not consider the
Gentiles to have any part in any of the
promises or heritage of God. Jews
were the “chosen’’ people. Jesus him-
self said, “‘l am not sent but to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,” when
the Gentile woman from Tyre and
Sidon came asking for mercy on her
daughter who was vexed with a devil.
Matt. 15:24. Jesus, in effect, called her
a dog when saying, “It is not meet to
take the Children’s bread, and to cast
ittodogs.” Matt. 15:26. With this back-
ground, and more, it seems only rea-
sonable that the disciples, when they
heard him say, ‘“Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature”’,would have questioned him
sharply if they had thought that the
gentiles were included. But, they had
no questions. It was agreeable with
their understanding that this was the
religious world of his chosen people,
the Jews. Religion and the religious
world was what was under consider-
ation - not geography.

2. It follows naturally then, that they
which were scattered following the

persecution that arose about Stephen
“traveled as far as Phenice and
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the
word to none but the Jews only.” Acts
11:19. This would have been in con-
tradiction to Jesus’s instructions if
the “world” that Jesus spoke of had
included the Gentiles.

3. On the day of Pentecost there
were Jews dwelling at Jerusalem,”
....devout men, out of every nation
under heaven.” Acts 2:5. They were
there for the feast day. When they
heard about what had happened they
came together, the Jews, and mar-
veled that they heard the apostles
speak in the native tongue of the na-
tion from which they came, Acts 2:6-
11. There is no evidence that any Gen-
tile experienced this great event. The
factthatthe Gentiles also had apartin
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ
had not then been manifest.

4. When Peterwas calledtogodown
to the house of Cornelius, Acts Chap.
10, he told Cornelius it was unlawful
for him, a Jew, to keep company, or to
come into one of another nation, mean-
ing the Gentiles. But, the reason that
Peter gave for coming was that God
had showed him, in the vision on the
housetop, of avessel likeagreatsheet,
“....thatlshould not call any man com-
mon or unclean.” It is important to
note that Peter did not refer back to
the ‘“commission’” of Christ as his
authority for coming down to
Cornelius. In fact no scripture writer
appears to ever again refer to the
““commission’ as their authority for
doing anything. Nor is it ever referred
to except in places like Acts 10:42,
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where an overview of the gospel of
Christ and a sequence of events is
being given.

5. Those of the circumcision, or
Jews, thatwere with Peteratthe house
of Cornelius ‘....were astonished, as
many as came with Peter, because
that on the Gentiles also was poured
out the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts
10:44. Why should they have been
amazed if Christ, in Mark 16:15 had
truly meant that they were to go into
all the natural world, including the
Gentiles, orifthere had been Gentiles
presentatthe day of Pentecost? Christ
spoke plainly. Did they not under-
stand?No. Theyunderstood correctly,
they were to go to the Jew only - the
Hebrews. The good news of the gos-
pel was first to be preached to the
Jew. It was not shown until Peter’s
vision on the house top and the fol-
lowing experience at the house of
Cornelius that salvation was to the
Jew and Gentile alike. This further
revelation, thatthe Gentiles were also
to receive the gospel, was given
through Peter, who was given the
keys of the kingdom. This shows the
greatimportance of apostolic author-
ity, through the Spirit. The scripture
states that Jesus taught until the day
he was taken up,” ...after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles
whom he had chosen.” Acts 1:1,2.
This then was one of the command-
ments given to Peter, and is a further
step in the progress of the gospel
revelation.

6. If there is yet any doubt that the
disciples understood,and understood
correctly, that the gospel was to the

Jew only, as of the time of the com-
missionof Mark16:15, thenread Acts
11:1-17. “And when Peter was come
up to Jerusalem, they that were of the
circumcision contended with him,
“Saying, Thou wentest in to men
uncircumsized, didst eat with them.”
It should be noticed that they did not
compliment him, or in any way con-
done his action, which they should
have done if indeed the instructions
of Christ truly was to go into all the
literal world and preach the gospel to
the whole Adamic race. Peter had to
defend himself.

7. Until it was revealed that the gos-
pel andsalvation was to the Gentile as
well as the Jew, which was by Peter’s
revelation and his experience at the
house of Cornelius, there was no need
for an apostle to the Gentiles. But
now, the time was right, the need ex-
isted and the purpose of God was
further revealed when one Saul of
Tarsus, on his way to Damascus was
shined about by a light from heaven
and instructed by Jesus. Acts 9:1-9
The disciple Ananias was instructed
by Jesus to go to Saul (apostle Paul).
“.... the Lord said unto him, Go thy
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto
me, to bear my name before the Gen-
tiles ....” Acts 9:15.

8.When Pauland Barnabas cameto
Antioch in Pisidia they went into the
synagogue and were ask to speak,
Acts 13:14-15. But, onthe second day
the Jews were filled with envy and
spake against them. “Then Paul and
Barnabaswaxed bold, and said, It was
necessary thattheword of God should
first have been spoken to you: but
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seeing ye put it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” Acts
13:46.

Paul, itshould be noted, had notyet
been called,and was not presentwhen
Jesus gave the ‘““‘commission’ as re-
cordedin Mark 16:15. He received his
‘“commission” atalatertime, orabout
the time that Peter had the revelation
on the housetop showing that Gen-
tiles were also cleansed and were to
receive the gospel, which was mani-
fest by the Holy Spirit.

Considering the points just pre-
sented, itwould seemthattherewasa
progressive order to the revelation of
the gospel, inthe early apostolic age,
and also an order concerning when
and to whom it was to be preached.
The order would seem to be as fol-
lows:

A.Jesus himself began his ministry
after being baptised by John and
tempted of the devil. ‘““From that time
Jesus began to preach, and to say,
Repent for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.” Matt. 4:17.

B. The twelve apostles were given
unusual powers and sent, apparently
tothe Jews inthe southern portion of
the divided kingdom, Juda, and notto
the Gentiles nor to the northern por-
tion of the divided kingdom which
was Samaria. Matt. 10:1-5.

C. Seventy disciples were sent into
every city and place which Jesus
would come Luke 10:1. The territory
towhichthey were to goappearsto be
expanded tothe northernkingdom of
Samaria, because we seeinJohn 4:4,
that Jesus *....must needs go through

Samaria.” So the expanded territory
of the gospel now included all of the
native land of the Hebrews -both Judah
and Samaria. But the Jews (Hebrews)
were scattered to other parts of the
world as well.

D. Mark 16:15. “Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature.” This sends thedisciples to
otherlands beyond Judahand Samaria
where the Jews had been scattered.
This includes the Jews everywhere.
Some of these are the Jews that were
gathered together on the day of Pen-
tecost. Jews, devoutmen out of every
nation under heaven. Acts 2:5. See
also Col. 1:23.

E. Peter was shown, in the house-
top revelation, Acts 10:9-16, that the
Gentiles, which had been considered
unclean, were also cleansed by the
blood of Christ. Although the salva-
tion, that was tothe Gentiles also, had
been spoken of in prophecy and also
by Jesus, see John 10:16, and other
places, this housetop revelation and
the following experience atthe house
of Cornelius was the first revelation,
to the disciples, that the gospel of
salvation was to be preached to the
Gentiles.

F. Paul was the apostle to the Gen-
tiles and was called for this purpose.
Since the authority for the preaching
of the gospel was through the hands
of the apostles it is understandable
that the calling of the apostle, that
was to the Gentiles, was not until the
revelation was made that the gospel
was also to the Gentiles. Thus the
step by step, or progressive revela-
tion of the gospel and the purpose of
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how it was to be carried forward was
established and completed - precept
upon precept.

Although the evidence of the scrip-
tures would seem to deny that the
“commission’ inMark 16:15was uni-
versal, norany more applicabletothe
church today than is the “commis-
sion” where Jesus sent out the 70.
Luke 10:1, it should in no way be
inferred that the gospel should not be
preached, both then and now. It sim-
ply means that the “commission’ of
Jesus was carried out then and that
Mark 16:15is not the authority for the
gospel message today, any more than
it was at the house of Cornelius.

The scriptural accounting of the
events are rather for our learning in
viewing some of the marvelous ways
that Christ has provided for his bride,
and to show again that “‘....thereis a
season and a time to every purpose
under heaven.” There was a time for
the gospel to be revealed and
preached to the Jews and a different
time forthe Gentiles. Both were by the
authority of God and in the instruc-
tions given to the apostles.

There are many examples in scrip-
ture that demonstrate that the gospel
istobe proclaimedtoday. Butthey are
directed to none other than *....the
vessels of mercy, which he hath afore
prepared unto glory, even us, whom
he hath called, not of the Jews only,
but also of the Gentiles?”’ (‘“‘What if”’
omitted) Rom. 9:23, 24. Considering
that the scriptures are only to and for
the benefit of the church and the chil-

dren of God, and do themselves tes-
tify to this fact, 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet.
1:20, one does not have to look far for
a‘“‘commission”, or authority that fits
these latter days. Such authority that
fits these latter days. Such authority
seems to be primarily in two areas:
First, feedingtheflockof Godis clearly
stated in 1 Pet. 5:2. “Feed the flock of
God which isamong you...” The sec-
ond would seem to apply to those
without, but does not exclude those
withinthe church,andis expressedin
Jude 3 “...ye should earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once
deliveredtothe saints.” Seealso Phil.
1:27, 28 and others. In Matt. 24:14 we
see that the gospel of the kingdom
shall be preachedin allthe worldfora
witness untoall nations, andthenshall
the end come. This, unlike Mark 16:15,
does proclaim the universal nature of
God’s workings, and it will be done
throughthe manifold ways of the call-
ing of God’s ministers.

Perhaps anadditional consideration
should be given to the two areas that
are expressed above. In a more per-
sonal way the individual saints are to
put on the gospel, as is expressed in
the 6th Chapter of Ephesians. In put-
ting onthewholearmorof Godwe are
to have our “....feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace.”
Eph. 6:15. “....and having done all, to
stand.” Eph. 6:13. This armor of God
is defensive, thus the people stand -
not attack. But in this defense the
brilliant flashing of the sword of the
spirit, which is the word of God, pro-
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claims the gospel in a magnificence
that will be seen with rejoicing by his
people in every kindred, nation and
tongue.

Elder Wayman G. Chapell

If Jehovah is infinite in all His ways,

Giving life to man and numbering
his days,

Did He nothave arightin His sinless
decree

To mark out the way both for you
and for me?

If He did decree justwhat we should
do

I can’t arraign Him: brethren, can
you?

If all things were in the decree of H|s
will

And all things are working the same
to fulfill,

Who but a vile sinner too wicked to-

bow

Would call Him to question, or say,
What doest thou?

If He did decree the sad death of His
holy Son,

The sinless, the righteous, the most
holy One,

And this did not make Him the au-
thor of sin,

To make Him the author where will
you begin?

Will you begin with Judas whose
acts were foretold

And as was determined his Master
sold?

Did notthe dear Saviour say, Woe to
that man?

| go as determined in God’s holy
plan.

If Pharoah be one you think would
no doubt

Prove that God’s purpose was not
carried out,

Did not God command him by Moses
you know,

“Thus saith Jehovah, Let my people
go.”

Yet | will harden yea harden his
heart

That he will refuse, and not let them
depart '

Till I bring my just plagues on all
your foes

And thus get me honour on him and
his hosts.

Butsinners mostwicked will oft Him
arraign

And against His just counsel they
often complain

And say if He decreed all things to
the end

Then Heis unjust and the author of
sin.

The heathen may rage and imagine
vain things

The lowest, the highest, yea, even
their kings

And shout till the world hear the
sound of their din

The author, the author, the author of
sin.

But his saints will still praise Him
and shout as they go,

Jehovah, most holy, all things doth
foreknow.

His counsel did settle just how they
should be,
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So shout on you heathen, you don’t
disturb me.

We learn from an angel that time
shall soon end

And saints shall be welcomed by
Jesus their friend.

This established by holy decree

Forthus itis written and thus it shall
be.

If all things are certain, how came
they so?

If they were not certain, how would
God foreknow?

Were all things to which foreknowl-
edge relate

Made certain by the old heathen
goddess of fate?

We surely all know at thought and a
glance

Things were not left to haphazard
chance.

Will someone tell me, that | may see,

How things can be certain yet un-
certain be?

Now while you are thinking I’ll come
to a halt.

If you don’t get the point, it isn’t my
fault.

But brother, please tell me how this
thing could be

That all things were made certain
without a decree.

Author Unknown

PSALM 61:2.

"From the end of the earth will I
cry unto thee, when my heart is
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock
that is higher than L."”

VOICES OF THE PAST

“Trust in him at all times; ye
people, pour out your heart before
him.” Psalm Ixii. 8.

avewe notsometimes been
enabled to pour out our

Ee-icudi| hearts at athrone of grace,
andtellthe Lordwhat wereally wanted,
what we really asked for, and tell him
that nothing but that which he alone
could give would satisfy our souls?
There have beensuchtimes of access
to the God of grace. And afterwards
perhaps we have forgottenthe things
we told him of; we have been heedless
of the prayers we laid at his feet; and
though very earnest at the time in
seeking after certain blessings, we
left them at the Lord’s feet and forgot
them all. But the Lord does not forget
them; they are treasured up in his
heart and memory; and in his own
time hebrings themtolight,and gives
the fulfillment of them. But before he
does it, he will bring us into the spot
where we want them again; and then
we have to tell him, and supplicate
and ask him again, ashamed of our-
selves perhaps that we should have
asked the Lord for these blessings
and been as heedless of them as
though we did not care to receive
them at his hand; but still, under
trouble, under soul necessity, under
grief, we go and tell him again. And
then the Lord, in his own time and
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way, brings about the very things we
desired of him; opens up ways, lifts
out of trials, removes burdens, makes
awayinthe deep, whichno eyebut his
could see, and no hand but his could
open, - leads the soul into it, brings
the soul through it, and then hides all
glory from the creature, by making us
fall down before his feet, and ascribe
glory and honour and power and
thanksgiving and salvation unto God
and the Lamb.

J.C. Philpot

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION ?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS6 /93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

From Elder Lamberts book,
“Tried In The Furnace”.

THE TRANSFIGURATION
ON THE MOUNTAIN

Signs of the Times, June 1938

n my mind
the transfig-

-» 3] uration on
the mountain was the
most beautifulsceneto
be witnessed by man
on this earth. If it
pleases God to enable

Elder E.J. Lambert
me, | desire to write of some of the
beauties | see in meditation upon the
grand story. Jesus took Peter and
John and James and went up into a

mountain to pray. He chose the ones
to gowith him. He did not give a broad
opportunity to the multitudes, dis-
ciples or apostles, with the invitation
“whosoever will,” but “took’ a spe-
cial three of his special twelve of the
disciples. These three that He took
with Him up into the mountain were
the same three that He took with Him
downintothe garden of Gethsemane.
Peter, John and James not only wit-
nessed the most agonizing scene,
when Jesus was agonizing in prayer
and sweat, as it were, great drops of
blood, but also withessed the most
beautiful scene of His transfiguration.
The thought we get from this fact is
that those who are destined to suffer
the greatest afflictions and tribula-
tions in the valley of distress are also
blessed to experience the greatest
joys and brilliancy in the mountain of
gladness. Peter,Johnand James must
have notbeen of the progressive type
of Christians we have today, who seem
to think Jesus needs help. Instead of
helping Jesus pray they were “heavy
with sleep” both in the garden of
Gethsemane and also on the moun-
tain of transfiguration. ‘‘As he prayed,
the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment was white and
glistening. And, behold, there talked
with him two men, which were Moses
andElias.”

The questions that come to mind
are, Who was Moses? and who was
Elias? We find that the law was given
to Moses by Jehovah. The law is re-
ferred to in the Bible as “the law of
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Moses?(Ezra7:6; Neh.8:1; Ezra6:18).
The ten commandments on tables of
stone, togetherwith ordinances, were
giventoMoses, whotaughtthe lawto
the people. We find Moses connected
with the law all along, therefore we
concludethat Moses represented the
law inthat trio of talkers on the moun-
tain.

Whowas Elias? Elias was that great
prophet who predicted the drouth to
king Ahab (1 Kings 17:1). Elias hid at
the brook Cherith and was miracu-
lously fed by the ravens. He raised a
widow’s sonand contested with Baal’'s
prophets, by whom God manifested
Himself as God. He later slew these
prophets at Kishon (1 Kings 18). God
so blessed him and honored him that
Elias ascended into heaven (2 Kings
2:11). Hewas the most honored of the
prophets, therefore we conclude that
Elias represented prophecy in that
trio of talkers on the mountain.

The third in that trio was Jesus
Christ. They spake of His decease
which He should accomplish at
Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). In meditation,
we hear Moses, representative of the
law, giving the requirements of the
law, that the law must be kept, and
punishment for disobedience of the
law must be meted out and justice
satisfied. We hearElias, representing
prophecy, saying that these require-
ments of the law, and penalty for dis-
obedience, willbe completed and jus-
tice satisfied. Then we hear Jesus
saying, Think not that | am come to
destroythe law (Moses), orthe proph-

ets (Elias); | am not come to destroy,
but to fulfill. Then Moses and Elias
departed and Jesus was left alone.
Peter said, Let us make three taber-
nacles, one for thee, one for Moses
and one for Elias, not knowing what
he said. In my experiences | have
wanted to make three tabernacles. |
have desired to live up to the law
requirements of duty as we read in
Ecclesiates 12:13, ‘“Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man.” Thus erect a
tabernacle to Moses. | have desired to
fulfill prophecy, inaccomplishing the
warfare and obtaining pardon for my
iniquities (Isaiah 40:2). Thus erect a
tabernacle to Elias. And at the same
time | have desired to pay homage to
that Scripture which reads, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God: notof works, lestanyman should
boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in them”’
(Eph. 2:8-10). Thus erect atabernacle
to Jesus. In my experience there was
a time when | verily thought the law,
prophecy and grace were contrary. As
Peter, 1 could not see how the three
tabernacles could be constructed in
one. While Peter was in a confused
state of mind the God of heaven spoke
thus from the cloud, “This is my be-
loved Son,inwhom | amwell pleased,
hearye him.” It was needless to build
three tabernacles. The law of Moses
and the prophecy of Elias were being
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fulfilled by Jesus Christ. This com-
mand from the clouds (1 verily believe)
removes the seeming contradiction
of the Scriptures. The requirements of
the law must be met, and Jesus was
the only One who did it. Prophecy
must be fulfilled, and Jesus was the
only Onewhodidit. Therefore, pay no
more heed to the law and the proph-
ets, for they were fulfilled by Jesus.
“Jesuswas leftalone.” Yes, Hewas
sufficienttotread thewinepressalone.
He did not need Moses and Elias any
longer. His services pleased the God
of heaven. It so pleased the Father
that this command from the clouds
means (to me), pay no more attention
to the law and the prophets, for they
were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, there-
fore, “Hearye Him.” What do we hear
Him saying? We hear Him saying, “I
amthe Way, the Truthand the Life.” “I
am the door, by me, if any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in
and outandfind pasture” (John 10:9).
“No man can come to me, except the
Father which sent me draw him; and |
will raise him up atthe lastday: (John
6:44). we are made to realize we are
not saved according to our power or
works, but according to the power of
God, whohathsaved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world
began (2 Tim. 1:9). Therefore, the law
system has disappeared as Moses
disappeared. This law system was
not destroyed, but fulfilled by Jesus

Christ. If | am one who was chosenin
Christ Jesus before the foundation of
the world, Jesus fulfilled the require-
ments of the law for me, and my ac-
count is so accredited. All the sins
that| have committed, or will commit,
were laid upon Jesus’ shoulders and
He bore them on the cross and paid
the penalty by shedding His precious
blood for me.

Brethren, my mind has traveled
faster than | could write, and | know
this is very imperfect and scattering,
but may God be pleased to enable us
by His graceto feast upon some of the

beauties contained in the record of
the transfiguration on the mountain.

Elder E.J. Lambert

CONTRIBUTIONS

FORMARCH 1993

Mrs. Ella Simpkins, VA

In memory Frank Simpkins... $100.00

Tim Barron, TX ...cccceceerrinreesisnnnnne 2.00
Russell Erbaugh,IL .................. 20.00
O.P. Murphy, TX ...ccccovreiirinnans 100.00
Mrs. Ruby Barron, LA ................ .2.00
Maurice Webb, IL ........cocoveinininnes 2.00
L.D.Conner,VA.......cccceevivnicrenncens 7.00
H.L. Knight, Jr., NC ..................... 5.00
Mrs. Betty Nutter, MD. .................. 2.00
James Brown, TN.......ccccccivverneee 2.00
Tommy Wall, VA ..........ccenrrenanenn. 7.00
S.R.Fanning, TN ........cccccumrrnenrnnn. 2.00
Bill G.Clinton, CA .......ccccccoiiiienee 2.00
Mrs. Grace Berry, TX............cc... 20.00

Eld. W.G. Chapell, TN
Mrs. Lester Haning, WV ............ 10.00
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OBITUARIES

SISTERDELPHIS BLACK

ister Black was born on
June 6, 1907 in Carter
County, Kentucky. Shewas
the daughter of Elder H.L. and Martha
Mullins Rogers. Herhusband, Chester
Black preceded herin death. Her sur-
vivors include: two brothers, Harmie
Rogers, and Grover Rogers; four sis-
ters, Madgel Rogers, Lorene Bellew,
Irene Watson and Mayve Cooksey;
and a host of other relatives and
friends.

Sister Black was a faithful member
of the Lost Creek Primitive Baptist
ChurchatDenton, Kentucky. We have
many pleasant memories of our dear
sister and her faithfulness in attend-
ing the meetings at home and with the
sister churches untilshewas nolonger
able to go. She was also gracious in
receiving the brethrenandsistersinto
her home.

After a long illness, Sister Black
passed from this life on February 18,
1993 at the age of eighty-five.

Thefuneral services were conducted
by Elders W.P.O’Nealand J.B. Farmer
and she was buried in East Carter
Memory Gardens.

Her labors, sorrows and sufferings
are over and she is now asleep, we
hope, in Christ where she will be kept
until His coming, at which He will re-
ceive His own unto Himself.

This was written by one who loved
her, | hope in Truth, at the request of
the Lost Creek Churchin conference.

Approved in conference on April 4,
1993.

Elder J.B. Farmer, Moderator
Sister Sherry Farmer, Clerk

MEREDITH H. DENT

ml| n February 14, 1993, GOD
i| sawfittocallfromourmidst

Meredith H. Dent whom |

called brother although he was nota
member of the CHURCH he had a
hope that CHRIST was his Savior. He
believed in the finished work of GOD
and not what man could do for his
eternal salvation. He believed that GOD
chose a people in his SON before the
foundation ofthe worldand all that he
died for would be saved, and at his
appearing thatall that remained would
be changed withthosethatare asleep
in JESUS and be caught up together
to meet him in the air to ever be with
him. Forwe are sowninweakness and
raised in power sown a natural body
and raised a spiritual body, sown in
corruption and raised incorruptible.
Ourloss s his eternal gain. Letus bow
in humble submission to the will of
GOD who does all things after the
counsel of his will. He leaves to mourn
his passing, his wife ImaHodges Dent,
two sons, one daughter, three grand-
children, three great grandchildren,
two brothers, and one sister.
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Services were conducted by Elder
Ronald Crouchand Elder Harold John-
son. He was laid to rest at Mount
Vernon Cemetery.

Written by request of the CHURCH.

Resolved:

One copy for the CHURCH records

One copy for the family

One copy to be sent to the Signs Of
The Times.

Elder Ronald K. Crouch,
Moderator

Elder Harold R. Johnson,
Asst. Moderator

Brother William A. Johnson,
Clerk

SISTERMILDRED VIRGINIADYKES

=] t is with sadness that one
: begins to write the obituary
Be¥8| of Sister Mildred Dykes who
dued in the Salisbury Nursing Home
on October 15, 1992. Her true friend-
ship and fellowship in the church will
be sorely missed. Yet our loss is her
gain, for Sister Mildred’s walk in life
gave evidence that she was truly one
of God’s little children.
Shewasbornonafarmonthe Snow
Hill Road near Salisbury, Maryland on
September 23,1900. Her parents were
the late Alonzo Dykes, Sr. and Annie
BelleReddish Dykes. Her grandmother
(Sally Ann Staton Reddish), whomshe
dearly loved, was a devout believer
and member of the Nassaongo Old
School Baptist Church. Sister Mildred
often reminisced about that
grandmother’s unwavering steadfast-

ness and staunch belief in her Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

After graduating fromthe Wicomico
High School in 1918 (when she pre-
sented the class history), Sister
Mildred became a teacher for several
years. Later she went to live with her
brotherRalphand his familyinOmaha,
Nebraska. She returned to Salisbury
in 1932 to give years of loving care to
her aged parents. After their death
she purchased a home in Salisbury,
worked for various lawyers, and re-
tired from the Maryland State Depart-
ment of Unemployment in 1965. Dur-
ing this time she was given a hope in
Christ Jesus and asked forahome in
the church. She was baptized by the
late Elder David V. Spangler and
served the churchfaithfully asits clerk
formanyyears. Herhome was ahaven
for believers who came from afar.

Around 1987, after experiencing a
devastating fallin her home, she sold
it and entered the John B. Parsons
Retirement Home in Salisbury. She
continued to attend church services.
Her health remained remarkably good
exceptforthegrowingdimnessin her
only eye. In early adulthood she had
suffered the loss of an eye due to the

_unsuccessful surgery of adoctorwho

was operatingon herface forthe pain-
ful malady oftic douleureux. Overthe
years she bore herloss with patience,
never blaming her doctor.

Inthe fall of 1990, Sister Mildred feli
in her room at the Parsons Home and
broke her hip. Then began serious
circulatory problems which resulted
inthe loss of one leg and confinement
in three different nursing homes. But
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through it all she remained cheerful
and uncomplaining. Her nurses loved
her.Whenshe discoveredthat herleg
had beensevered atthe knee shewas
glad for she had feared in her mind
that she had no leg at all. Though her
eyesightdimmed, herfaithin herLord
did not. it was a joy to visit her and
read (and sing) with herfavorite hymns
and nuggets of scripture most of which
were still stored in her memory.

For over sixty years my sister and |
knew, admired, and came to love Sis-
ter Mildred Dykes. For the last twenty
years we were intimately associated
with her in the church. We see her life
as one of courage, hard work and
personal sacrifice - many of life’s natu-
ral joys were denied her but fellow-
ship with her Lord was not. From a
young girl she had been a student of
the Bible and she loved it all her days.
Shewas kind and compassionate and
often helped others in need. But, like
each of us, she was not perfect, and
she knew this too. We feel blessed
that God touched our lives with hers.

Sister Mildred is survived by several
nieces and nephews. Her only surviv-
ing brother, Alonzo Dykes, Jr., died
January 11,1993.

Herfuneral services were conducted
by Elder C.B. Davis, Jr. atthe Bounds
Funeral Homein Salisbury. Elder Davis
also knew the true Mildred Dykes. In-
terment was in the Wicomico Memo-
rial Park Cemetery.

Submitted in Love,
Frances Parish
and
Alice Majors

SADIEWARD WALKER

t is with sad heart that | at-
tempt to write this obituary

H| ofourdearSisterSadieWard
Walker It pleased our Lord to call her
home on September 16, 1992 at the
age of 84,

She was born in Rockingham
County, N.C. on March 6, 1908, the
daughter of Robert Thomas and Mary
Elizabeth Pruitt Ward. She was mar-
ried to George Walker who preceded
her in death in 1959. There were no
children born to this union. She is
survived by one brother, Harry Ward
of Danville, Va. and a number of nieces
and nephews.

Sister Walker united with Dan River
Church on August 28, 1960 and was
baptized by her pastor, Elder D.V.
Spangler. She was a faithful member,
strong in the faith and loved the doc-
trine of salvation by grace. As she did
not drive and had no car, she had to
dependon herbrothers and sisters of
the church to carry her to its meet-
ings.

Her funeral was held at Dan River
Churchon September 19,1992 by her
pastor, Elder KennethR. Key. Shewas
laid to rest in the church cemetery to
await the coming of our Lord.

Written by request of Dan River
Church.

Respectfully,
Connie M. Page

1 TIMOTHY 3:16.
And without controversy great is the mys-
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the
Slesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of an-
gels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.



Siang of the Times

DEVOTED TO THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CAUSE

"The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon"

VOL. 161

KEELING, VA., JULY 1993

NO. 7

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
ISSN - 0199-0063

Subscription price $10.00 per year - $18.00 two years
Published each month by
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.
Established in 1832
Devoted to the Old Baptist Cause

CIRCULATION OFFICE
Elder J. R. Williams
Route 1, Box 420
Keeling, Va. 24566

EDITORS
Elder J. R. Williams, Editor

Route 1, Box 420
Keeling, Va. 24566
Phone (804) 792-8758

Elder Kenneth R. Key, Editor
721 Willard Street
Greensboro, N.C. 27405
Phone (919) 273-7464

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Elder Richard H. Campbell
2171 Allen Court

Germantown, Tenn. 38138
Phone (901) 753-7791

Elder C. B. Davis, Jr.
Rt. 4, Box 440 C
Roxboro, N.C. 27573
Phone (919) 599-7236

Elder C. C. Wilbanks
217 Bastrop Drive
Monroe, Louisiana 71203
Phone (318) 343-5473

All letters for this paper containing subscripttions and
remittances, should be mailed to Elder J. R. Williams,
Rt. 1, Box 420, Keeling, Virginia 24566. All articles
and letters for publication, all notices of meetings and
all obituaries should be mailed to Elder Kenneth R.
Key, 721 Willard Street, Greensboro, N.C. 27405.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.
Route 1, box 420, Keeling, Virginia 24566

GOD’S GRACE

God will teach his child of grace,
Though hard afflictions he will taste.
He’ll learn about his love.

God'’s grace is sweet and so amazed,
The child of God has been abased,
But filled with things from above.

Tears of sadness will annoy,
But then there’ll be the tears of joy'
He'll share with gifts of Zion.

Grace is the sweetest thing they’ll know,
When God has entered in he’ll show.
In love there is no time.

Their hearts will swell and almost burst!
When they witness the new birth,
This earth will not be seen.

For in the elected child of grace,
They only want the perfect way,
That leads them to their Lord and King.

To sing sweet songs and praise God's
name,

To be healed from all earthly shame,
To live forever more.

To know that God has foreordained,
And in his care they will remain.
And new white robes they’ll wear.

With this we hope to be a saint,
And worldly things won’t make us faint,
Or lead us to despair.

For if God saved a wretch like me,
Mine ears to hear and eyes to to see,
Then none can deny,

That his elect was foreordained,
To have his love and will remain,
Will live, shall never die.
Kate Mathews
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EDITORIAL
am the
good
@] Shep-
herd and know my
sheep, and am

known of mine.

ELDER R. H. CAMPBELL There are many
scriptures in both the old and new
testaments which refer to the relation-
ship of Christand his church as that of
ashepherd and his flock. Certainly, in
natural terms, this is avery good anal-
ogy of the bond that exists between
Jesus and his chosen people. They
are his sheep because he bought and
paid for them with his own precious

blood and he knows everyone that is
included in that flock. His sheep know
him because at a certain time in their
life he came to them and revealed
himself to them and called them unto
himself: and they will always remem-
ber and respond, to that voice that
called them from nature's darkness.

They acknowledge that but for that

callthey would have forever remained
at home in the world, an alien from
God and would have never known of
the things that are so sweet and pre-
cious to them since that time. They
will ever trust and depend upon him
for all of their need because he is their
only source of help.

David was a shepherd in the flesh,
and as such knew the total commit-
ment and devotion required on the
part of the shepherd to provide the
necessary care for the sheep and the
extent to which that care must go.
Sheep are the most defenseless of all
animals, incapable of defending them-
selves and are totally dependent upon
the shepherd for food, water, protec-
tion from the elements and enemies
and for keeping them in the sheepfold
at night and in the flock during the
day. Knowing all of this, from experi-
enceand realizing thatthis very closely
parallels the relationship between God
and man David wrote the most beauti-
ful psalm on this subject which is very
dear to every child of grace. And com-
forts them on their journey in this
wilderness of sin. They see and expe-
rience the truth and beauty of this
psalm and realize it is an allegory of
their travels here in this time world
under the leadership of their shep-
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herd. They are totally dependentupon
him for all of their needs both natural
and spiritual.

Isaiah writes, by the inspiration of
God, ‘“‘Comfort ye Comfort ye my
people saithyour God. Speakye com-
fortably to Jerusalemand cry unto her
thatherwarfareis accomplished, that
her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath
received of the Lord’s hands double
for all her sins.” This was written by
one living under the law, which says,
do and live, sin and die and yet he
writes of comfortingthe Lord’s people.
This must have been strange to the
people living in that day because the
law demanded complete obedience
" and yet gave nothing in return, that
was but what your duty was to do.
Surely Isaiahis prophesying of atime
that is to come; a time when there will
be no striving under the law: a time
when the law will be taken away. He
speaks of the coming of the voice
crying in the wilderness (John the
Baptist) and Christ the glory of the
Lord being revealed: the mountains
being made low, the crooked places
straight and the rough places plain. |
don’t believe even Isaiah understood
fully what he was speaking of: Peter
speaks of the prophets, inquiringand
searching diligently who prophesied
of the grace that should come; won-
dering what or what manner of time
the spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify. They did not understand
fully where of they spake, but the one
who inspired them knew and it is he
that has fulfilled it here in our day.
Isaiahalsotold how this comfort would
comewhen hesaid, “Behold the Lord

God will come with strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him; behold his
reward is with him, and his work be-
fore him. He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those
that are with young.” This then is the
wayinwhich Jerusalemwould be com-
forted, her warfareaccomplished and
her iniquity pardoned. The shepherd
will come, whose sheep they are, will
take the law of commandments out of
the way, nailing it to his cross and
secure their eternal salvation: he will
also secure for them a rest from all
their strife. Surely this is receiving
more than double for all their sin.

We are living in that rest which the
shepherdsecured forhis flockand we
are comforted by his presence in our
life. We face trials similar to those
faced in Isaiah’s day but we can look
to and depend on the shepherd for
help in time of need and believe the
promisethat noweaponthatis formed
against us, by the enemy, shall pros-
per.

Jesus said, speaking of himself as
the shepherd, ‘“the sheep hear his
voice: and he calleth his ownsheep by
name and leadeth them out.” A
sheepfold is a place, in sheep coun-
try, where all flocks gather at night for
protectionfrom the beasts ofthe field:
it is an enclosed area safe from dan-
ger where the flocks rest at night. In
the morningwhenthe shepherd comes
totake them out to pasture he calis his
sheep and they follow him. They are
familiarwith his voice, as distinct from
all others, and each sheep responds
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to the voice of their shepherd. As
cowboys sing to herds of cattle to
soothe them the shepherd sings and
talks to his sheep to calm them and
assure them that all is well. Jesus
uses thisillustrationto showthat only
his sheep, his elect which he knows
and calls by theirnamewillrespond to
his voice: for they know and trust the
voice that first called them from
nature's darkness and has been with
themsince that time, manifestly. Jesus
likewise told others, “But ye believe
not, because you are not my sheep, as
| said unto you, my sheep hear my
voice, and | know them and they
follow me.” He calls only those that
are his, were chosenin himbeforethe
foundation of the world, and none
others. He came only to seek and to
save those that were lost in the
sheepfold of this world and to call
them unto himself.

God's people are asked many times
why they go hundreds of miles to
attend churchwhen thereare churches
all around home that would welcome
them. The world cannot understand
that church is not a social gathering
unto the children of God but rather a
place where the shepherd convenes
his flock and they sit and hear his
voice: none other will do regardless
of howmuchscripture they may quote.
The truth spoken by the shepherd is
as those golden bells on the hem of
the garments of the priest as he min-
istered inthe holiest of holies offering
the sacrifice forthe sins ofthe people:
as long as they heard the tinkling of
the bells they knew that all was well
and God was pleased with their offer-

ing. Hearing the voice of the shepherd
gives the same comfort in this day
because itencourages the children of
God in their journey here in time: it
strengthens their hope and faith that
he is still at the right hand of God
making intercession for their sins.

Surely this is the comfortthatIsaiah
is speaking of that will be in that day.
The comfort in this day is because of
the indwelling of the holy spiritin the
hearts of the saints. As Paul wrote in
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. “And
these all, having obtained a good re-
port through faith, received not the
promise; God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without
us should notbe made perfect.” They
did not have the same intimate rela-
tionshipwiththeshepherdinthesame
way and manneras theflock hasinthe
gospel day. The shepherd has come
into the world, made the sacrifice re-
quired by the law and returned unto
the Father. Because he went unto the
Father, he has sent the comforter
which isthe Holy Ghosttoapply these
truths to the heart of every heaven
bornsoul:to comfortthem inthe midst
of this world of sin and sorrow in
which they live; even as Lot, whose
righteous soul was vexed from day to
day by the sin that surrounded him.
The shepherd is able to deliver the
godly out of temptation and reserve
them unto himself for his own holy
name's sake.

This is the better thing which we
haveinthis day thanthose whodied in
faithunderthelaw. The shepherd has
come and is caring for the flock, sup-
plying all of their need and leading
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theminthe paths ofrighteousness for
his own name's sake.

In bonds of love,
Elder Richard H. Campbell

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Elder Key,

hope the Lord in heaven
will bless me and enable

a¥| me to write a few lines of
~ the things on my mind in such a way
that it may bring comfort to some of
his little ones. It seems in my weak
way and feeble attempts that what |
write would accomplish nothing. But
who knows the mind of the Lord, for
through man’s weakness his power
andwisdomis made known, therefore
ifl dowrite this article, |am persuaded
itwillaccomplishwhatsoeverpurpose
the Lord had for it to be written.

Heb. 10:16 This is the covenant that
I will make with them after those days
saith the Lord, | will put my laws into
their hearts, and in their minds will |
write them.

I hope to write concerning the laws
or covenants mankind has been un-
derand are still underintheirrelation-
ship with God.

The first law spoken to by God unto
Adam, later to all Israel from fiery Mt.
Sinai, was then delivered to them on
tables of stone. This law which came
from Mt. Sinai, was spoken of or called
the letter that killeth, or the ministra-
tion of death. The people soon real-

izedthey couldn’thearorlive uptothe
law givento them from this fiery moun-
tain, so they besought God that they
wouldn’t again hear his voice or see
this great fire. The Lord then prom-
ised to raise them up a prophet from
amongtheirown people, and hewould
speak unto them everything that He
would command Him. In due time it
came to pass, far from the mount of
transfiguration avoice from God, this
ismybeloved Son, Hear Ye Him. There-
fore the believer now is under the
gospel which comes from Christ. Hear
Ye Him, Man was first under a direct
commandment of God, of allthe things
in the garden, the fruit of the tree of
life, thou shall not eat thereof, later
underthe leadership of Moses and the
preaching of Noah this systemwas in
effectforsometime. This systemwas
such that bound Adam (or mankind)
under every obligation and every cir-
cumstance which could ever happen
between God and man, this was called
the law of sin and death, for it was
judged and passed upon man when
he transgressed. At Mt. Sinai, the ten
commandments were given, they had
the same principals of righteousness
and agree or correspond with the stat-
ues already givenwith the approval of
the creator who is the judge of all his
creation.

All this was given, and was laid in
the wisdom of God for the many in-
stances under the law which makes
sinabound, thatit(sin) might become
exceedingly sinful, underthe dispen-
sation of grace, by the operation or
work of the Holy Spirit which guides
them to Christ, who is the truth.
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In the coming to pass of all things,
the law first, and the Gospel (Christ)
was second. The Lord took away the
firstthat he may establishthe second.
Now we have been delivered from the
law, that we may worship in the new-
ness ofthe Spiritand notinthe oldness
of the letter. Here is where Christ be-
comes the end of the law for every

“believer, he ceases to speak through
the law and speaks to them through
Christ. The first has now been taken
away, and the second established.
The law was not made void by Christ,
but rather it was fulfilled by Christ, so
therefore none of the demands of jus-
tice have been denied. All of the obe-
dience of God’s children are done by
faith, a God given faith, where Christ

~ istheauthorand finisherthereof. For
thereis therefore now, no condemna-
tiontothemwhichareinChrist Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. For the law of the spirit of
lifeinChrist Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death.

Heb. 10: This is the covenant I will
make with them after those days, we
haveseen howthe greatJehovah dealt
with his people all down through the
ages. Now it came to pass according
to the good pleasure of his will, he
puts into effect a new covenant. No
longer will the people have to gather
at fiery Mt. Sinai, no longer will they
have to search or wait for a priest to
intercede forthem, because God says,
I will putmy laws into their hearts, and
in their minds will | write them.

Now under this new covenant,
through the work of the Holy Spirit,
man is led into the great truths and

mysteries of Christ, through the lead-
ing and guiding of the Spirit, all of
God'’s children are led into this mar-
velous light, being taught great truths
and having revealed unto them great
mysteries which have been hid from
the beginning of time.

Itis true that God has called out and
ordained men for the work of the min-
istry, revealing unto them some won-
derful truths concerning Jesus and
his gospel. He then blesses these min-

isters with power and the ability to

deliverthese, andreveal these things
tohis childreninsuch away as tofeed
and comfort them exactly in the man-
nerto meettheirindividual needs. The
children are all blessed this way but it
was pleasinginthe mind and purpose
of God to have it in such a way that
none of his little children would have
to depend on the ministers, or any
other man to hear or learn of Christ.
Because he said, “Every one shall
know me from the least to the great-
est, Jesus also said, | will send the
comforter, and he will take the things
of mine and show them unto you.”
How sweetitis when sometimes we
have a certain scripture on our mind
which seems to be quite a puzzle and
we are given to think and meditate on
the true meaning when suddenly the
revelationcomestoyourmindsoclear
and plainthatyouare madeto rejoice.
From time to time when we are
blessed to feel the great love of such
a wonderful God and Saviour, then |
believe for ashort while we can thank
and praise God in Spirit and in truth.
So as not to be too lengthy, | will try
to close, may we all be blessed with
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brotherly love, loving instead of find-
ing fault with our brethren. May it
please the God of mercy, grace and
love that we all may grow in grace, to
the honor and praise of his great and
Holy Name.

A brother, | hope
Frank Hunt

102 Lake Ave.
Salem, Va. 24153

QUERIES & ANSWERS

. (June, 1852)
QUESTION:

o some of the children of
God about here, the, to

=u#l| them, new doctrine that
God does not chastise his people for
their sins has been preached. The
mainarguments forthe doctrine seem
to be, that, as all the sins of the elect
were laid upon Christ, therefore God
does not punish his people for their
sins; beholding no iniquity in Jacob
or perverseness in Israel. Also that
when in the Psalms mention is made
of “visiting their transgressions with
therod, and theiriniquity with stripes,”
it does not refer to the people of God,
but refers to Christ. Also, that the
chastening, rebuking, and scourging

spoken of in Hebrews xii. refertoalaw
work.

ANSWER:

No error is worse, for none is more
deluding, than that which consists in

‘perverted truth. This, indeed, is the

chief feature of the errors that Satan
sows in the visible church. Gross er-
ror would not serve his turn. It would
at once be rejected. But error in the
dress of truth, error gilt over by truth,
error putting truth in the front and
slightly bringing up the rear, may hope
to pass muster and escape detection.
Such is the error mentioned in the
inquiry before us. There is inita little
truth and a great deal of error. Its
preachers and promoters have gilt
their error over with a small modicum
of truth. But we will, with God’s help
and blessing, drive anailthrough this
bad sovereign and fasten it to the
counter; for, however many hands it
may have passed through, it was first
coined in the devil's cellar, and he
cast the mould, cut the die, and
stamped the impression.

But first look at the gilding. A bit of
sterling gold is spread over the base
metal. Thattruthis, that ‘‘God has laid
the sins of the elect all upon Christ,
that they are all eternally biotted out;
and that, therefore, God sees noiniq-
uity in Jacob nor perverseness in Is-
rael.” Thisis sound, blessed truth, the
joy and consolation of the family of
God. But underneath lies the base
metal: “Therefore,” (O what a there-
forel) “as God sees nosininhiselect,
he cannot punish them for the sins
that he cannotsee.” Olameandimpo-
tent conclusion! In one sense, God
may see no sin in his people; but in
another, he may see a great deal. Be-
cause Godsees nosinto punish here-
after, does he see no sin to punish
here? Becausethe blood of Jesus has
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washed away sininits penal and eter-
nal consequences, has itremoved sin
out of the heart of the family of God?
Is sin become a nonentity inthe same
way as acloud is a nonentity when the
sun has dispersed itfrom the sky? As
acloud of eternal wrath, sinis forever
blotted out; but not as a cloud that
gathers over the soul and hides the
light of God’s countenance.

But the experience of God’s people
inallages is point-blank against such
a doctrine. Does sin cease to be sin
because Christdied forit? When David
committed adultery, was that a sin!
When Peter cursed and swore, was
that a sin? When the Corinthian took
his father’s wife to his bed, was thata
sin? To say, ‘“No: these would have
been sins in others, but not in the
people of God,” is an outrage upon
common decency, and degrades reli-
gion below the morality of a brothel.
Thenitmust be admitted thatthe sins
of believers are sins; and if sins, then
they have an existence; and if they
have an existence, then sin is not a
nonentity; that is, a thing which has
no being nor existence. It is a real
thing - a fearful, a dreadful reality - as
thousands of groaning saints of God
daily feel, in spite of all mere meta-
physical arguments to the contrary.

But now comes the next question. If
sin exists inthe hearts of the family of
God, does God ever chasten them for
it? Here the testimony of God is con-
clusive: “If his children forsake my
law, and walk not in my judgments; if
they break my statutes and keep not
my commandments; then will | visit
their transgression with the rod, and

their iniquity with stripes. Neverthe-
less, my loving-kindness will | not
utterly take from him, nor suffer my
faithfulness to fail. My covenant will |
not break, nor alter the thing that is
goneoutof my lips. Once havel sworn
by my holiness that | will not lie unto
David.” (Ps. Ixxxix. 30-35.) But it may
be objected, “This is the old cov-
enant, theancientlegal dispensation.”
Is it? O no; God has blocked out this
argument most effectually by ex-
pressly declaring it is the new cov-
enantof whichhe speaks: “Thenthou
spakestinvisionto thy Holy One, and
saidst, | have laid help upcn one that
is mighty; | have exalted one chosen
out of the people.” (Ps. Ixxxix. 19).
Who is the Holy One to whom -God
spake in vision, the Mighty One upon
whom he has laid help? Who but
Jesus, who, as God-Man Mediator in
the days of his flesh, cried, ‘“Thou art
my Father, my God, and the Rock of
my Salvation?”’ Of whom but Christ’s
spiritualseedis it promised, “His seed
alsowillImake toendure forever, and
his throne as the days of heaven?”
(Ps. Ixxxix. 29). Now observe it is of
this same seed that the declarationis
made, “If his children forsake my law
and walk not in my judgments; if they
break my statutes and keep not my
commandments; then will | visit their
transgression with the rod, and their
iniquity with stripes.” (30-32). “If his
children!” Who are his children but
Christ’s spiritual seed and family - the
elect of God? What, then, can be
clearer than the declaration, “l will
visit their transgression with the rod,
and theiriniquity with stripes?’’ Aman
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who can deny and outface this ex-
press testimony will deny and outface
everything.

But how plain are Scripture ex-
amples as well as Scripture declara-
tions! God put away David’s sin; but
look atthe chastisement: “Now, there-
fore,the swordshall neverdepartfrom
thy house.” “Howbeit, because by this
deed thou hast given great occasion
to the enemies of the Lord to blas-
pheme, the child alsothatis bornunto
thee shall surely die.” (2 Sam. xii. 10,
14). The cases also of Eli, Solomon,
and Hezekiah, are alltothe same point.
The Corinthians were guilty of disor-
derly conduct at the Lord’s Supper.
“For this cause,” says Paul, “many
are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep. For if we would judge
ourselves, we should not be judged.
Butwhenwe are judged, we are chas-
tened of the Lord, that we should not
be condemned with the world.” (1
Cor. xi. 30-32). How expressly is it
declared here thatthe Lord chastened
them for their conduct by weakness
andsickliness!

But nothing can be more decisive
than the declaration, “For whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. Ifye endure chastening, God
dealeth with you as with sons; for
what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not? But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are partak-
ers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons.” (Heb. xii. 6-8). Chastening and
scourging are here given as express
marks of sonship. Those, therefore,
that deny chastening proclaim loudly

they are bastards. But, to evade this
testimony, they say that this chasten-
ing refers to a law-work. Two strokes
of Paul’s broad sword cutthat ground
from under their feet: “For they verily
forafew days chastened as after their
own pleasure; but he for our profit,
that we might be partakers of his ho-
liness. Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous; nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righ-
teousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby.” (Heb. xii. 10, 11.) Do
we become partakers of God’s holi-
ness by the law or the gospel? By the
gospel surely: ‘“But now being made
free from sin,and becomeservantsto
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness
andthe endeverlastinglife.” (Rom. vi.
22). There is no holiness but by the
Holy Spirit who is the alone Author of
it, and he produces it not by the law
but by the gospel. Itis ‘‘the new crea-
ture”’ (which the law knows nothing
about) “which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.”
Again, does the law produce the peace-
able fruits of righteousness? No. All
that the law produces is bondage,
guilt and death. The peaceable fruits
of righteousness grow on the gospel
graft and not on the legal crab.

In fact, men who hold such views
are clearly out of the secret. The rod of
Godis notuponthem; andwhensuch
doctrine is proclaimed from the pul-
pit, the best answer from the pew is,
“Mr. Preacher, there is every reason
to fear that you are a bastard, and are
now only proclaiming you own base
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pedigree, and foaming out your own
shame.”
J.C. Philpot

ARTICLES

henever | begin to feel a
desire to write down what

1] my feelings are, concern-
ingwhat|believe, as having to dowith
the three-in-one God and His govern-
ment, and His operation of it; my deep-
est desire is, that | might (above all
else), not write anything that could
even hint at an untruth, contrary to
that Holy truth as it is in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Feelingan awareness of that weak-
ness of my fleshinits nature, my deep
desireis that-ifit could be His will, He
would lead, guide and direct my mind
and pen, inthat strait and narrow path,
wherein lieth His truth. The great and
merciful God and Lord in heaven
‘““only’”’ knoweth for sure, if ever | did
utter or groan a true prayer unto Him,
were ever truly thankful to Him, or
were ever enabled by Him, to in Holy
truth praise His great and Holy name.
I only can say for sure - | have from
time to time surely desired to do so,
and fromtime totime have felt hopeful
that | were enabled by Him to do so.
But here is how it is with me “Dear
Brethren”, though | feel more sure at
times than at others, that maybe | had
been truly thankful unto Him etc. But
in the knowledge that | do not know
the mind of God; | therefore must limit
my certainty of those things, to my
precious hope, that it were so. If in-

deed | do know my feelings, | do truly
desire, all my trust be in the three-in-
One God; forlcanthink of none other
who could possibly be worthy of my
trust, either in this world or for that
world to come. Now Dear Brethren,
this is not by any means meant to
reflect upon any less feelings of my
love for you; for it is my feelings and
my hope, thatthislove | feelforyou, is
based and founded upon “only’’ that
what you have been enabled to mani-
fest of the Lord’s working within you;
and after all, if that be so, all the good
in and of, from it all - came directly
from Hewho does all things well. Dear
Brethren, wheneverwe are enabled to
experience that feeling what bright-
ens our hope in our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, is it not oh so extremely
precious to us! | feel that it surely is;
foras the Scripture sayeth -welive by
hope. If in accord with His Holy will,
may we ever be reminded that what-
soever of a Spiritual nature we may
feel or experience, while we sojourn
here in this low ground of sin and
sorrow, that its entirety did come
“only” from the three-in-one God; and
assuredly not any portion from any
man; and of that same equal impor-
tance -thatitall came as a totally (and
unearned and unmerited our part) free
gift from God.

It is my understanding; in all the
Holy Scripture, there is no provisions
indicated, whereby boasting is per-
mitted by His chosen children. For
after all, (it is my understanding) to
boast, is to add to that what did actu-
ally exist, or in fact commit a false-
hood; which (tomy mind) would surely
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apply, where man should boast of
himself.

From when “God” by the word of
His power, brought this time world
into being, there was and is a “pro-
cess’’ by which every instant of time
for this world to stand, shall be ful-
filled to exactness, without variation
or any such thing, be it birth, death,
calm, storm, heart, cold, wet, dry, night,
day, rain, sunshine, health, sickness,
famine orriches, wars or peace, each
and all has and shall come to exact-
ness as its Creator God did (from
before the foundation of the world)
foresee, foreordain, fix, establishand
predestinate that it all shall be, in
exact like manner, time and place, as
He did foresee, foreknow, purpose
and determine that it all shall be. As
having to do with His fixedness, and
as to howall things do come about, or
come to pass, in Holy reality, | believe
that there is absolutely no suchthing
as what man calls an accident, a hap-
penso,aprobability orany suchthing;
but is just as sure to come to exact-
ness, as itis sure that “God"” does sit
upon His throne in heaven.

The Old School or Primitive Baptist
believing and expressingthosethings
like those above mentioned, of the
unhindered certainty of God, His
unchangeableness etc.; is what the
arminians orworkmongers, base their
claim of us being do nothings etc. But
that is just how it has been since
Adamand Eve; the Spiritmaketh alive,
while the flesh profiteth nothing; the
Holy Spirit does lead, guide and direct
one, in the way of Holy truths, while
satan or the fleshly way of man, lead,

guide and direct one in the way of
death and lies and tells one he or she
can please “God” with the work of
their hands, and their fleshly plans
and words in begging for tofulfill their
love for ever more money; saying in
effect, you can buy your ticket to
heaven, by giving us all your woridly
goods, and we will see to it, that the
Lord receives it on your behalf. But
the scriptures sayeth, the Love of
Money, is the root of all evil. | still
remember some of the words spoken
in prayer, by an Old Baptist minister,
many, many years ago; O “Lord” ifin
accord with Thy will, let me have just
enough so | will not steal, but not
enough so that | will forget Thee. And
if | know my heart, that is my feelings
from time to time. Oh my precious
Brethren; it is a deep desire with me,
that | could live out the remainder of
this life with you, die and be buried
with you, and be called forth with you
and be placed onthe right hand of the
Lord God with you, on the morning of
the resurrection; and be carriedalong
withyoutoheavenandimmortalglory,
and forever sing ceaseless and undi-
vided praise unto our heavenly Fa-
ther. It is, it seems, most of the time
with me, | feel that surely this world is
not my home; that most of the time, |
am surrounded by people who could
not care less, about the things | feel
and hope, | love with an everlasting
love. Sometimes | find myself oh so
muchdesiring, thatthose whom | feel
a natural love for, could be made to
see what they are by nature, and what
they must be by the grace of God; But
thenmy mindis arrested, and brought
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to remembrance that itis all in God’s
hands; and that His promises to His
children, was not to supply all their
wants, but just their needs; and | feel
so ashamed for even desiring to live
here in this world continually on a
flowery bed of ease, when He never
did promise any such thing; but in-
stead did promise thatwe shall surely
experience many trials and tribula-
tions, while we live upon this sin
cursed earth; but praise His Holy name,
He also promised to provide a way of
escape. When enabledto look uponit
with a Spiritual eye, is it not a most
beautiful sight, whenever one of His
little children’s mortal life ceases to
be; just think of it this way; they are
then gone from that evil to come, they
neveragain have to sufferinany way,
shape or form, but instead, with them
itwill be like unto just a restful night's
peaceful sleep, until the morning of
the resurrection, whenthey are called
forth with an immortal body, to meet
their precious Lord and Savior in the
air,and what wonder of wonders, they
(and | hope ) will be like Him and be
satisfied, Now dear child of His grace,
what more wondrous hope, could we
possibly desire for? None | feel, for
then that hope, will be replaced with
an absolute certainty. If | were en-
abledtorelate toyou, some of what is
my feelings and belief, concerning the
almighty Creator “God”, you might
say, that | do believe that “God” did
absolutely predestinate thatall things
that be and take place, in all time for
this world stand; are exactly as they
have come and shall come in the re-
mainder of time left; | would have to

agree with you one hundred percent,
on that point; for | do not, to any
degree, believe thatthe God of whom
| refer, has ever, or will ever, be sur-
prised, or ever gain any knowledge
that He has not always known to its
fullest extreme; and that does also
include from everlasting and eternally
(both) before this time world were
created and on after this time world
has burned with fervent heat.

For them (and | hope I) who are the
afore chosen children of God; that
morning of the resurrection of their
changed bodies, will in Holy truth be,
thateverlasting morning, where never
again will there come night or dark-
ness, but just one continuous never
ending day of perfect happiness, far
beyond what mankind could everfind
sufficient words to explain. With this
nextstatement, | will try and close out
this writing, which has been rather
lengthy. Though the flesh in its na-
ture, will surely disagree; yet | must
confess; the merciful Lord and God
has fully supplied my every need, now
formore than 80 years, and | trust will
continue to do so. | just have none
other whom | desire to place my trust
in.

In precious hope, | could be num-
bered with you; | say to all you chil-
dren of God’s grace and mercy; let us
not be ashamed to show and express
our love for each other, while we live
here in this low ground of sin and
sorrow; for let us ever be reminded of
this one thing, to be ashamed of our
love for each other, is to also be
ashamed of ourLord and Savior Jesus
Christ; forin Holy Truth have that love
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wherewith He first loved us with, then
we shall surely and absolutely love
both He and His; for it is entirely im-
possible to separate one from the
other.

In hope, Troy G. Shepard

MATTHEW 6:33

he exhortations of the

scriptures are many and
diverse, appearing in ev-
ery book of the new testament. They
come from both the mouth of ourLord
and from the writers of the testament
and are, by no means, to be taken
lightly, or of less authority than the
scriptures that declare attributes of
God and His actions.

In the teaching of Christ to his dis-
ciples, in the mountain, he teaches
primarily the fullness and the perfec-
tion of the law. This is the law that he
came to fulfill. Part of the fulfilling the
lawwas inteachingit. Hewas ateach-
ing priest, teachingitand fulfillingitin
every jotandftittle. Butinteaching the
law there were many gracious things
taught and exhortations given.

One of the exhortations given, that
seems to have particularsignificance,
in contrasting natural things from spiri-
tualthings, is firstfound in Matt: 6;33,
«“....seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added untoyou.” The
things under consideration, thatshall
be added unto you are the needs of
this natural life, but the other is to be
sought first.

Of course, the immediate question
is, “whois to seek the kingdom of God
and hisrighteousness,and howcanit
be done?” First, it seems clear that
the exhortation was directed to his
disciples, his followers, his people,
and to no wider audience. “....his dis-
ciples came unto him: and he opened
hismouthandtaughtthem....” Matt. 5:
1,2. There are many scriptures that
couldbe usedas strongevidence, yes
even proof that the scriptures are writ-
ten to the Lord's people and to them
only. Of course, there are statements
made, that are made by the prophets,
the Lord the apostles, etc., to wicked
men. But the making of those state-
ments and the recording of them was
for the benefit of the Lord's people
then and now. They are for our learn-
ing. Not the learning and benefit of
those evilindividuals. “All scriptureiis
given.... That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished untoall
good works. 1l Tim. 3: 16, 17.

ifitis thenunderstood thatthe scrip-
ture under consideration is to God's
people only, thenitis to a people that
have been given a mind that can un-
derstand beyond the natural desires
ofthe flesh of food, clothingand drink.
Itis to a peoplethat have been spiritu-
ally taught the things of Christ.

The scripture under consideration
does not say “Seek ye only the king-
domofGod,” but seekit first. It should
bethe mostimportantthing sought by
God's children. But, if it were the only
thing, and to the exclusion of natural
things, then1Tim. 5:8 would be hard to
explain. “....if any provide not for his
own, and specially for those of his




158

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

own house, he has denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel.” There
are needs of this life, and not to be
ignored. But, in their proper place
they rate much lower than second
place to the things of God. The
strength of the scripture says to take
no thought of them. Or, don’t be bur-
dened down by them, having your
thoughts consumed by them, as the
world does.

The affairs of this life may take up
more mental andfiscal laborand more
time, than the things of God, but they
should never even be compared in
importance, desire and commitment.
And, iflunderstand the scriptures, his
disciples, including his children to-
day, are exhorted to seek to keep the
things of the kingdom of God as up-
permost, or as the peak ofimportance
in this life.

Of course, it should always be un-
derstood that none of the exhorta-
tions, or anything else spiritual, can
be carried out by the old man, the
carnal man. Without the Spirit work-
ing within there is nothing profitable.
It is the new man, the new spiritual
man, to whom the exhortation is in-
tended. None of the exhortations can
be carried outwithout the Spirit work-
ing within -they are done of the Spirit.
Itis only the indwelled subject that is
given the understanding of this ex-
hortation, or any other exhortation.
Notonly this but the indwelled subject
is given the desire and the ability, by
the Spirit, to carry out the exhortation,
andthis is the ‘‘ye’’ that is under con-
sideration.

What, then dear disciple do ‘‘ye”
seek? What is this kingdom of God

and his righteousness that “ye’ areto
seek. It is certainly not a place, as a
natural kingdom. Is it notthe kingdom
thatis from generation to generation,
that is within his people? Are not the
manifestations of it comparableto the
food, drink and clothing, that are the
needs of the natural man, that it is
compared to? His children do desire
to drink freely fromthe fountain of life
and with joy to draw water from the
wells of salvation. His children do
desire to eat of that spiritual manna
that comes down from heaven, even
to partake of the flesh of our Lord in
communionwith our brothers and sis-
ters. And of course, ‘“‘ye’’ do desire to
be clothed upon by His righteous-
ness. ,

But how are these things to be
sought? How are the wells of salva-
tion to be found or made manifest in
your life? How doyou locate the spiri-
tual manna? Is there any other way it
canbe donethan by seeking the will of
God? Aren’t you seeking this king-
dom andthe sustenance fromitwhen
youseek to know His willand what he
would haveyoudo orthinkwhen con-
fronted by the many temptations of
the day?

Yes, of course his children should
seek His will,andindoing so seek the
kingdom and the things of the king-
dom of God. But the apparent prob-
lem is that the will of God, exceptina
general way, can be known only in
hindsight.

Of course it is his will that the elect
be gathered togetherinChrist. Itis his
will “....that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to
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them who are the called according to
his purpose.” But, in the race that is
set before us in this life we cannot
know, beforehand, what his Will is.
For example, could Abraham have
known the will of God about Isaac
when God instructed him to offer him
for a burnt offering on the mountain?
CouldtheHebrew children have known
orfound outthe will of God whenthey
were about to be cast into the fiery
furnace? Even Moses desired to see
the glory of God, but he could only see
His backparts as He took away his
hand (the revealing Spirit) from the
cleft of the rock (Christ) where he had
been placed. Ex. 33.

Dothesethings notshowthat God's
people are given to understand that
thethings that have happenedtothem,
and all other things that have taken
place, are the will of God? God is

sovereign and he has abounded to-

ward us in all wisdom and prudence
and He has not changed from the time
when King Nebuchadnezarwas given
to proclaim that God reigns in the
armies of heaven and the inhabitance
of the earth and none can stay his
hand. If the will of God couid truly be
known in your life beforehand, what
would be the needforfaith? Youwould
walk by the knowledge of his will.
Faith would not be needed.

Even though it is understood that
the will of God cannot be found outfor
your life itno way takes away the need
for searching, and to the best of your
understanding and God given ability,
to follow the teachings, warnings and
exhortations of the scriptures.

Whenthe problems and temptations
of this life overtake you the approach

needed oranswer is usually scriptur-
ally clear. Evenso, the old nature often
clouds the picture tothe pointthatthe
answer seems hard to find, The
struggle can often be severe. Butwhen
you have exhausted every effort to
findandfollowthe directions laid down
in the scriptures, labored in prayer
and sought council from spiritual
brothers and truly desiring to find His
direction, then it seems clear that the
exhortation has been followed,
«“....seekyefirstthe kingdomofGod...”
We should act accordingly. If God
intercedes with something different
and better, as He did with Abraham
and with the lame man at the gate
called Beautiful, Act. 3, then you can
praise him for his teaching.

The last portion of the scripture
under consideration has to do with
the things that will be added untoyou.
David says, Psm. 37:25., “‘l have been
young, and nowam old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread.”

Yes, the natural blessings of this life
are many. But the meaning of this
scripture must surely go beyond the
natural blessing of this lifetime. Has
He not blessed his children with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places
inChrist? Eph.1:3. Aren’tthe adopted
children kings and priests unto God?
Rev. 1:6. Will the children not reign
eternally with Christ? Rev. 3:21 and
22:5.

«“... all these things shall be added
untoyou”, accordingto the scripture
underconsideration. Withsuch bless-
ings the natural food, clothing and
drink are as nothing,and wheninyour
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right mind, they will be of little con-
cern compared to the spiritual bless-
ings. Yet, they have their placeandare
supplied.

Elder Wayman G. Chapell

VOICES OF THE PAST

DEARBROTHER GRIFFIN:

ay the grace, mercy and
& 3| peace of Godthe Fatherand

o] of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ be with you.

| feel thankful for being given to
meet you, especially since | have de-
sired this for many years. | also hope
to be thankful for your kind and gra-
cious letter.

The Lord willing, | will try to answer
your letter. | am hoping to be given
grace to be brief and to write words
which are acceptable unto God.

Dear brother, there was atimeyears
agothatlwalked withthose whotaught
that the works of men were the way to
salvation. Beingindarkness, Itried to
follow their teaching. Looking back, |
now understand that | was seeking
some relief for the continual sorrow
and grief for my wretched sinful state.

They taught if one would only do
certainthings suchas believeinLord
Jesus Christ and be baptised and at-
tend and pray and give and study and
witness and obey, one would be happy
and blessed and finally would be
saved.

| found that | could not believe of
myselfand that the submitting to bap-
tism or trying to do any of the works

they required brought no relief to my
misery.

Next, | thought that by studying the
scriptures | would finally learn the
truth and that this truth would bring
some comfort. | found that the Scrip-
tures greatly condemned me and
brought me into confusion especially
concerning grace and works and so
called “free will”’ and predestination.

| then reasoned that if | could only

learn the original language of the
New Testament Greek, | could then
understand these deep mysteries. At
this sametimethose whotaughtworks
began to encourage me to learn to
minister as a preacher. They pointed
toacollege of their persuasion which
taught Greek and their religion.

My dear wife and family consented
to sell our home and to leave our
family and friends and to leave my job
and to begin on a journey. We did not
know where the way would lead but |
believe we were givena deep desireto
please the God of heaven.

| entered this college which those
who taught works recommended. As |
studied there, | believe | was taught
that the truth cannot be taught of the
carnal mindand in fact thatthe carnal
mind is enmity against God. | found
that | could not preach by their meth-
ods (sermon outlines etc.) as they
only caused me confusion. | found |
could not acceptthe teaching of their
professors since it seemed to be so
contradictory to the things | was be-
ing given to believe. | found that |
could not promote their system of
teaching (Sunday schools etc.) or their
financial programs etc.
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About this time | met Fred Neikirk’s
son Michael who brought me to meet
his father. From them | first heard of
Primitive Baptists. They explained
their understanding of grace and pre-
destination of all things. | had never
heard men speak such things before.
At first | kicked against these things.
Then | was made to search the scrip-
ture anew. It was as if heaven was
opened up and the light of truth shone
round about. The scriptures were full
of the grace of God and of mercy and
of the knowledge and wisdom and
power of God who works all things
after the council of His own will.

Iwas madeto believe thatifany man
was ever saved it must have been by
the grace of God and not by any ofthe
works of men.

| continued to preach among those
who taught works. | could not help
from bringing forth the things | was
beingtaught (out ofthe abundance of
the heartthe mouth speaketh). Oppo-
sition mounted and afteraseasonwe
were thrust out from among them.

About this time the Neikirks were
alsothrust outfromamongthose they
were walking with. The Neikirks were
made to affirm the grace of God and
true order and many of the people
could not receive it.

We found that there were then sev-
eral families of us who seemed to
believe the same things and who had
no place to go. We began to meet
together in the homes and had prayer
and preaching and singing for our
mutual comfort.

We had no order as far as consti-
tuted and set in order by faithful

churches. Greatly desiringto besetin
order, we consented to have others
we believed to be faithful brethrenand
churches to help us. They attempted
to set us in order, but when trouble
came to us it was manifest that those
who attempted to help us were in
confusionthemselves.

We then withdrew from those who
made the attempt to set us in order
and continued to meet together with-
outbeing orderly constituted. We con-
tinued this way for a season. Then
each family went its own way.

My family and myself visit several
churches in the Littie Vine Associa-
tion in Kentucky and West Virginia
which are within one hundred and fifty
miles from our home. We also visit
churches in the Soldier Creek Asso-
ciationwhichare aboutthree hundred
and fifty miles away.

Dear brother, we have had so much
sorrow and disappointmentinthe past,
we are made to desire to be careful
and not hasty in any thing.

If | am not deceived, | am made to
love the gospel of the grace of God
and rejoice to hear the doctrine of
electionand the people who desire to
walk in the light by the grace of God
are very dear to me.

| do hope that it has been ordained
that we will be given a home with
these precious ones even though |
feel and know myself to be unworthy
according to the flesh. We feel that
this world is not ourhome butis rather
vanity and vexation of spirit.

We do feel to be drawn toward you
all but the closest church (in corre-
spondence withyou all) we know of is
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about three hundred and fifty miles
away.

My dear wife has been with me
through all these things and has been
taught the same truths.

I did not intend to write this much
butldo not know howto answermore
briefly.

May God be with you all your days.

Jerry Farmer
(Sentin for publication
by Elder G.D. Shipman)

“For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.” 1 Johnv.4.

f we are to be saved our
faith mustgainthe day; we

Sacat| must have afaith that shall
trlumph overdeathandhellandgaina
glorious conquest overevery external
and internal foe. This is just the state,
then, in which the matter stands: we
must either conquer orbe conquered;
we must either gain the day and be
crowned with an immortal crown of
glory, or else sink in the strife, de-
feated by sin and Satan. But none of
God’s people will be defeated in the
fight; and yet they often seem, as it
were, to escape defeat by the very
skin of theirteeth; yet faithwill sooner
or later gain the day, for Jesus is its
finisher as well as its author. He will
crown the faith of his own gift with
eternal glory. He will never suffer his
dear family to be overcome in the
good fight of faith, for he will give
strength to every weak armand power

toevery feeble knee,and has engaged
to bring them off more than conquer-
ors. Thus as the Lord the Spirit is
pleased to work in the soul by his
living energy, he strengthens faith
more and more to believe inthe name
of the only begotten Son of God, to
receive more continual supplies out
of his fullness, to wrestle more ear-
nestly with God for a spiritual bless-
ing, to stand more firmly inthe evil day
against every assaulting foe, to fight
more strenuously the good fight of
faith, and never cry quarter until faith
gains its glorious end, whichis to see
Jesus as heis inthe realms of eternal
day. ‘
J.C. Philpot

From Elder Lamberts book,
“Tried In The Furnace”

THE SEVEN SAYINGS OF OUR
SAVIOR WHILE ON THE CROSS

Signs of the Times, April, 1939

rethren, it
is my de-

i) sire to
write a few lines, us-
ing Paul’slanguage as
recored in 1
Corinthians 2:2, “Forl
determined not to
knowanythingamongyou, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified.” | cannot
find one thing in myself to boast of,
therefore all the goodness | have any
hope in is that which Jesus accom-

Elder E.J. Lambert
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plished while here on this earth. | be-
lieve that He fulfilled the law to a jot
andtittle, and suffered the penalty for
the many sins of God’s chosen by
shedding His precious blood on the
cross of Calvary.

Feasting upon the thoughts of the
crucifixion of Jesus, brings to mind
the seven statements that He made
while hanging on the cross. Matthew
and Mark record the fourth statement,
Luke records the first, second and
seventh, while John gives the third,
fifth and sixth. Seven signifies full-
ness and completeness, and | verily
believe the fulland complete doctrine
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
is given in these grand utterances
Jesus made while suffering the in-
tense pain and agony being nailed to
the cross.

Letus first notice thefirst statement
Jesus made, which was a prayer to
His Father, ‘‘Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do” (Luke
13:34). | verily believe this was a true
prayer, inspired by the God part of the
character that was hanging on
Calvary’s cross. | further believe that
all true prayers are answered, there-
fore conclude that all whom Jesus
was praying forwere forgiven. He was
praying for those who had nailed him
to the cross. We find that those who
crucified Him consisted of both Jews
and Gentiles. Those who naturally cru-
cified Him were typical ofthose whose
sinswere laid upon His shoulder. Figu-
ratively, God’s chosen among both
Jews and Gentiles nailed Jesustothe
cross with their sins. “The wages of
sin is death,” and Jesus died in the

stead of God’s chosen. In fact, He
died that God’s people might live. In
the death of Jesus justice was satis-
fiedandthesins of God’s people were
forgiven. We, therefore, finally con-
clude that Jesus’ prayer while hang-
ing on the cross was answered.

His second utterance was, ‘“‘Verily |
say untothee, today shaltthoube with
me in paradise: (Luke 23:43). He was
addressing these words to one of the
malefactors crucified with Him. This
one realized (as do all of God’s chil-
dren) that His crucifixion was just. He
was also blessedto realize that Jesus
was the Christ. Therefore he besought
Christ to “‘Remember me when thou
comestinto thy kingdom.”” Each time
the penitent child of God realizes his
own hopeless condition unless he be
“remembered” by that Christ who is
the sufficiency of God’s chosen. The
other malefactorspoke as the ridicul-
ing sarcastic world, who have never
been brought to repentance and the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Jesus said to that peni-
tent one who was crucified with him,
“Today shalt thou be with me in para-
dise.” | believe it is a paradise for
God’s chosen who feel justly con-
demned to die to realize that Jesus
has remembered them.

The third statement of Jesus was to
his motherandthe disciples He loved:
“Woman, behold thy son! Then saith
be to the disciples, Behold thy
mother!” (John 19: 26, 27). The natu-
ral mother of Jesus represented
Mother Wisdom, or the Holy Spirit.
John,whom Jesus loved, represented
those for whom He died. God’s wis-
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dom had designed the way by which
justice must be satisfied. You will
notice that John took the mother of
Jesus unto his own house. Jesus told
His disciples (John 14:18) that He
would not leave them comfortless,
but would pray the Father and He
would send another comforter (John
16) which would guide them into the
way of all truth. The mother of Jesus
(Wisdom, the Spirit of truth) has abode
in the city of God, the house of God’s
chosen, or in the hearts of His elect,
the people forwhom Jesus died. This
Comforter is a grand Comforter, cry-
ing to Jerusalem, the city of God, that
herwarfare is accomplished; that her
iniquity is pardoned, for she hath re-
ceived of the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins.

His fourth cry was, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”’
(Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34.) You will
notice that the Son of God did not
realize His relationship, by noting the
difference in address. He formerly
addressed god as “Father,” but after
being forsaken He addressed Him as
“My God.” Jesus was forsaken that
those He died for might be owned. He
could not have died had He not been
forsaken. Jesus was bearing the pen-
alty for the sins of God’s elect, the
mercy could be extended tothem and
the grace doctrine be the truth. Jesus
was as destitute of the wisdom as to
why He was forsaken as any of God’s
children are when it pleases God to
withdraw His Holy Spirit.

The fifth saying of Christ on the
crosswas, ‘“Ithirst” (John19:28). The
result of being forsaken after enjoy-

ing the sweet relationship was this
thirst. When Jesus thirsted He was
given vinegar to drink. He was given
something bitterto drink sothat when
God’s children thirst they might be
given something sweet. Jesus saidin
His sermononthemountain, “Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be
filled.” Jesus drank the bitter cup that
the people of God mightbe blessed to
drink of that fountain of life. Yes, He
wore a crown of thorns that God’s
elect might wear a crown of glory. He
was forsaken that we mightbe owned.

The sixth saying that Jesus made
while nailed to the cross was, “It is
finished” (John 19:20). He had ful-
filled His mission upon earth. He had
completely fulfilled law and proph-
ecy. He had kept the law in behalf of
God'’s children. He had suffered the
agonizing pains of death as the pen-
altyforthe sins of God’s people. There-
fore, justice was satisfied and every
one of God’s elect was blameless and
withoutblemish. “Itis finished.” Jesus
said, ‘I came down from heaven, not
to domine ownwill, but the will of him
that sent me. And this is the Father’s
will which hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me | should lose
nothing, butshould raiseit upagainat
thelastday’ (John 6: 38, 39). Again,in
John4:34, “My meatis to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his
work.” There onthe cross He said, “It
isfinished.”

We notice inthe seventh saying that
Hewas in possession of this wonder-
ful relationshipagainas headdressed
Jehovah as “Father.” This alone
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shows that God was well pleased with
His Son’s accomplishment. In this
seventh and last statement He said,
“Father, into thy hand | commend my
spirit” (Luke 13:46). Then He gave up
the ghost. This was a crowning work,
worthy of acception with the Father.
The voice which spoke out of the
clouds tothose onthe mount of trans-
figuration proclaimed concerning
Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, in
whomlamwell pleased; hearye him.”
Jesus said, |am the way, and the truth,
and the life. | believe He is Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end,
the Author and Finisher of our faith,
therefore my determination among
God’s people is not to know anything
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
In conclusion, permit me to say the
editors and contributors to the Signs
have been blessed to stay closer to
this determination than have the writ-
ers of any periodical | have been
blessed to read. May God forbid that
private opinions, personal differences
and confessions ever be publishedin
this good paper which would mar the
harmony of its contents. God grantits
continuance. This wonderful doctrine
of grace and love is soothing and
comforting to this poor, sinful,
wretched mortal, who through sad
tribulations and experience has lost
all confidence in self and the arm of
flesh. As Job, my earthly possessions
and wealth have been taken away, to
make me realize that even temporal
and natural things are unmerited and

blessings of God.
Elder E.J. Lambert
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For April 1993

Mrs. Grace Manly, FL ................ $5.00
John F.Simpson, FL................... 7.00
Robert G. Thomas, TX ................ 2.00
Edwin Vrell, CO .....cccccvneeerrnnrunenees 3.00
Ms. Reidy Pickral, VA................ 25.00
Mrs. J.D. Neely, AR ........c.coeeeeiiee 2.00
Raymond Oxley, WV .........c.ccccue 2.00
Mrs. Edith Sewell, FL .................. 2.00
Mrs. Whitney Mobley, NC ........... 5.00
Joseph Plaster, VA .......c.cc.oceeis 2.00
Bert H. Knox, WA ......c.cccccinannnee 10.00
Hartzel Nelson, WV ..........cccceeeee 2.00
Mrs. Rebecca S. Smith, FL ......... 2.00
Mrs. Rachel A. SMith, NC............. 2.00
MRs. Iva L. Souter, TX ........oeeeeeee 5.00
Eld. James C. Young, NC ........... 7.00
Eld. J.C. Carroll, NC .........cceceeens 2.00
Mrs. Beatrice Miller, NC .............. 2.00

Ms. Catherine A. Houchins, VA ..3.00
Mrs. Annie Bell Malone, AL ........ 7.00

MEETINGS

OLD PINE CREEK

he annual Old Pine Creek
meeting will be held this
year on Monday the 5th of

July.

The churchis located off Hwy. #221,
5miles north of Floyd, Va. Those com-
ing from Floyd, turn left on to road
#682. Those coming from Roanoke,
turn right on to road #682.

All lovers ofthe truth areinvited and
especially all ministers of our faith
and order.

Elder Hale Terry
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STAUNTON RIVER ASSOCIATION

he StauntonRiver Associa-
tion will convene, the Lord

S..<88| willing, with Springfield
Church but the meeting location will
be at Weatherford Church located at
the intersection of highways 760 and
763 about 5 miles from Gretna, Va.
The time will be Saturday July 10th
and Sunday July 11th. We invite our
Sunday July 11th. We invite our corre-
spondents and visitors to this meet-

ing.

Burnell B. Williams
AssociationClerk

PSALM 17:1 - 3.

Hear the right, O Lord, attend
unto my cry, give ear unto my
prayer, that goeth not out of
Jeigned lips.

Let my sentence come forth from
thy presence; let thine eyes behold
the things that are equal.

Thou hast proved mine heart;
thou hast visited me in the night;
thou hast tried me, and shalt find
nothing; I am purposed that my
mouth shall not transgress.

OBITUARIES

ELDER CLYDE RAY DANIEL

feelthe Lord called another
one of His saints home on
o September 6, 1992, with
the passing of Elder Clyde R. Daniel.
He attended Flat Swamp Church,

where he was amember, on Saturday,
September 5, and was blessed to
speak very strongly and seemed to
enjoy the service; as if it was a very
special day for him. The next day,
when SisterDaniel called to tellme he
had passed away, it was certainly a
shock and surprise.

ElderDaniel joined Rosemary Primi-
tive Baptist ChurchthefirstSundayin
September, 1966. He was a very lov-
ing and faithful member and enjoyed
visiting other churches far and near.

He was liberated by Rosemary
Church to speak at churches in fel-
lowship with his church on the first
Sunday in June, 1973. He was very
humbleand understandingand spoke
under this liberation until he was or-
dained an Elder on the fifth Sunday in
October, 1982. He was blessed to fill
in for many of his Elder brethren for
them to visit distant churches.

The Rosemary Churchdiscontinued
its services in 1990, and Elder Daniel
and the other two members moved
theirnames to Flat Swamp Churchon
the first Saturday in May, 1990. He was
in declining health, but he attended
church as often as he could and was
always very supportive of the church.

Elder Daniel is survived by his wife,
Sister Lucy Daniel; one son, CliftonR.
Daniel; one daughter, Clara D. Free-
man of Roanoke Rapids, N.C.; three
sisters, Mrs. Ethel Stone of Rocky
Mount, N.C.; Mrs. Hettie Taylor of
Enfield, N.C.; Mrs. Alma Smith of
Glenview, N.C.; one brother, D.A.

/
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Daniel of Roanoke Rapids, N.C. He
was also blessed to enjoy his nine
grandchildrenandtwelve great-grand-
children.

Elder Daniel was laid to rest in
Crestview Memorial Cemetary on Sep-
tember 9, 1992 in the presence of
many friends. His funeral was con-
ducted by his pastor, Elder Joe Saw-
yer, assisted by Rev. Clyde Alderman.

We miss him very much at Flat
Swamp Church, but i feel he is at rest
in that rest which Jesus promised all
his believing children, where one day
he will be called from that rest to
inherit that home prepared for him in
yonder world.

We express our deepest sympathy
to his precious companion and all

who were near and dear to him by the

ties of nature.

Done by the order of conference the
first Saturday in March, 1993. A copy
to be spread on the church record, a
copysentto Signs ofthe Times,anda
copy sent to the family.

Written by a Brother, | hope,
Hassel Allen

Elder Joe Sawyer, Moderator
Hassel Allen, Clerk

DEACON RUFUS JACKS

ufus L. Jacks was born Oc-
tober 7, 1919, the son of

Eabud| Berton and Lillie Jefferies
Jacks, and died March 4, 1993 at his
home near New Market, Alabama,

making his pilgrimage hereintime 73
years.

He was married September 18,1940
to, Wilma Simmons, and to this union
was born two sons, Tracy and Clay
and two daughters, Caroland Brenda.

Rufus joined the Primitive Baptist
Church July 15, 1956 and was bap-
tized September 29, 1956 by the late
Elder R.L. Biggs pastor of the Bor-
deaux Primitive Baptist Church. He
was ordained to the office of Deacon
on November 15, 1958, in which he
served faithfully until the time of his
death. Hewas also Clerk ofthe Church
for many years.

| have known and loved brother
Jacks since first meeting himin 1955,
before either of us joined the Church,
and the love and fellowship that we
have experienced over those thirty-
eight years is something that I will
neverforget: Andis one ofthe closest
that | have experienced among the
brethren. Rufus traveled extensively
among the Churches in the United
States and was loved and respected,
by all who were priviledged to know
him, because of his humble, friendly
manner toward his brethren. | have
been with him more oftenandat more
different Churches and Associations
than anyone else.

Rufus is survived by his lovely wife
Wilma, four children, nine grandchil-
dren and two great grandchildren.

His funeral was conducted by his
pastor Elder R.H. Campbell and Elder
Hale Terry of Virginia, at the Spry Fu-
neral Home in Huntsville, Ala. and the
internment of the body was in the
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State Line Cemetery in Madison
County near his home,

This is written at the request of the
Bordeaux Primitive Baptist Church
while in Conference with instructions
to send a copy to The Signs of The
Times for publication, for brethrenin
other areas, and a copy to be sent to
the family thatthey all may know ofthe
esteem in which brother Jacks was
held in his Church, and among the
Primitive Baptist in general.

Elder Richard H. Campbell,
Moderator
James Howard, Clerk

IN MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER
BETTIE BATTS SWAIM
Born - November 7, 1900
Died - August 1992
United with the church

“ewere so blessed to have
had aMotherlike ours. She
taught us how to deal with
Ilfe andwas always thereto guide us.
Among her many lessons, she in-
structed us onthe virtues of courage,
trust, faith, and honesty.

As the book of Ecclesiastes (3:1)
describes, ‘“To everything there is a
season, and time to every purpose
under the heavens.” This verse, as
well as the ones that follow, sums up
a great deal of what Mama believed.
Her life overflowed with purpose,
meaning, love, friends, and she was
guided by routine. No one ever loved
their family, home, and church more
than Mama.

In her life she overcame innumer-
able odds. She entered this world at
the turn of the century, next to the
oldest of twelve children. She was
raised on a farm, and only finished
the ninth grade. However, she spoke
often of many happy memories: a
Saturday afternoon drive into town
with her Father in horse and buggy,
the beauty of the country-side, and
scents such as frying fish that char-
acterized her life. She knew the ado-
ration of our Father, James Henry
Swaim, and together they survived
the Great Depression. And yet she
experienced many miracles, marvel-
ingofhavinglivedto see Manwalkon
the moon.

Not only was she valuable to us, but
she was always a dependable friend
to all her many neighbors. She never
failed those who relied on her, de-
spite their sex or the color of their
skin.

She lived such a meaningful life.
She often spoke of how blessed she
was to have loving brothers, sisters,
four children, seventeen grand-chil-
dren, and twenty-eight great grand-
children.

However, itis we who are fortunate.

Her life was filled with happiness to
thefullest. We children grew up know-
ing a good Father and Mother’s ten-
der love and devotion.

She will always remain with us. “A -
Mother like ours is more than a
memory. She is a living Presence.”

We children,
Merle, Margaret, John and Barbara
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HYMN OF PROMISE

Inthebulb thereis a flower;in the
seed, an apple tree;

in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter
there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, some-
thing God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence,
seeking word and melody;
there’s adawn in every darkness,
bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the fu-
ture; what it hold, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, some-
thing God alone can see.

Inourend is ourbeginning; in our
time, infinity;

in our doubt there is believing; in
our life, eternity.

From the past will come the fu-
ture; what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, some-
thing God alone can see.




170 SIGNS OF THE TIMES
CONTENTS messengers, and sent them out an-
EDITORIAL .......coormerereernrcerverne 170 Other way? For as the body without
Elder Richard H. Campbell the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.
CORRESPONDENCE.................... 174 There has been much written and
muchdiscussiononthe book of James
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of the creature inthe plan of salvation
sem| utwiltthou ©f the saints of God and the impor-
know, O tanceand position of those works in
#| vain man, this matter. There are those who be-

that falth without
works is dead. Was
not Abraham our fa-
ther justified by
works when he offered Isaac his son
upon the Altar. Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect. And the scrip-
ture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness: and he was
called the friend of God. Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only. Likewise also
was not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received the

ELDER R. H. CAMPBELL

. lieve thatthe works of the creature are

of paramount importance since they
arethe means of pleasing God, letting
him know of their belief, faith and
sincerity and that having done this
they have obligated God to fulfil his
part ofthe covenant and forgive them
of their sins; save them from the tor-
ment of hell and write their names in
the book of life. This may be an over
simplification oftheir belief, but, seem-
ingly they believe that the first move
must be made by the sinner, an alien
from God, and that he can make it,
accept Christ as their savior and be
saved, or not make it and be damned



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

171

for their unbelief and rejection of the
truth: then their standing in the king-
dom of God is relative to their good
works, giving to the cause winning
souls to Christ and all of the many
other works which further the cause
of Christ in the world. They, with this
doctrine, have in essence replaced
the sacrifice of Christ with the work of
man since they say he died for alland
their decision and actions make the
difference.

There are others who, possibly be-
cause of those divisions in the past,
andthe hurtand destructionthatthey
caused in the churches, believe that
the works of the creature have no part
or place in the plan of salvation: they
resentanyone admonishingthe breth-
ren or encouraging the faithful to do
those things which Jesus and the
Apostle taught and instructed the
Christians of that day todo. Ifyoutake
all of the scriptures out of the bible in
which the writers were admonishing
the believerstodothose things which
are needful for the peace and welfare
of the Church and encouragingtothe
Church, you would have a much
smaller book. There was reportedly
an occasion in which a Church was
asking for donations to build some
steps forthe Church and one member
refused to give and his reason was
that if God wanted new steps for the
Church, he would build them. | don’t
know if this story is true or not, but |
have seen this spirit exhibited whena
church was trying to do something: |
have seenthis same negative attitude

. even when the subject of works is
brought up for discussion.

We all know and believe that God
could build the steps, if he wanted to,
but this is not the way that he works
his will and plan: he indeed sees that
the project is completed but it is usu-
ally working through men. When God
was instructing Moses inthe building
ofthetabernacle, hesaid, “SeeI have
called by name Bezaleel the son of
Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: And I have filled him with
the spirit of God, in wisdom, and
in understanding, and in knowl-
edge and in all manner of work-
manship.” This is the way that the
work in gold, silver, brass, cutting of
stone and carving of timber was ac-
complished in the tabernacle: it was
the plan of God working in the heart of
his elect, but the physical work was
accomplished, naturally speaking, by
the efforts of the individual. The indi-
vidual himself does not realize from
whence this motivation came in fulfill-
ing the plan of God. Bezaleel just had
atalent for the artistic work required,
loved doing it never realizing that the
talent and desire was a gift from God
to fulfil his plan in building the taber-
nacle. This is true in all of the, “good
works’’ that are done in bringing about
the things that are decreed of God,
but, as far as the world is concerned
they are the results of the works of the
creature.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith;
and thatnot of yourselves: itis the
gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast. For we are his

"workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus unto good works, which God
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hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.” Now, if this
statement is true, and | believe that it
is, there are good works that the chil-
dren of God will surely do because
they were created unto that end: they
are to be done to manifest the faith
that they possess which was God’s
gift to them. They are to show forth
praise to his holy name: to edify the
body of Christ, the Church and to
promote peace, love harmony and fel-
lowship among the brethren. They
come forth spontaneously from the
heart in love and the one who does
them is not aware that it is the spirit
working in them: they do them be-
cause they wantto, toletthe brethren
know how much they love the Church,
nottoreceive areward orblessing for
doing them, in fact, it never enters
their mind to receive anything from it
butthe joy of their servingthe Church
in any and every way that they can.
Just as with Bezaleel, God has called
them by name, filled them with the
spiritand sent them forth to do those
things which are good forthe welfare,
peace and harmony of the household
of faith.

James said, “What doth it profit,
my brethren, though aman say he
hath faith, and have not works?
Can faith save him? If a brother or
sister be naked and destitute of
daily food, and one of you say unto
them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled: notwithstand-
ing ye give them not those things
which, are needful to the body:
What doth it profit? Even so faith,
ifit hath not works is dead, being

alone.” James, realized thatfaithand
works are two sides of the same coin,
one cannot exist without the other;
they are both elements of the same
giftand are given as amatched set: if
one has faith they will perform the
good works and if they do not have
faiththey cannot perform goodworks.
Remember! “Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turn-
ing.” if they are good works they are
from God. We see them as the natural
every day efforts of the creature but
we never see the cause, (primary
cause) behind them, so why would
anyone be suspicious of anyone do-
ing good works. As we say in nature,
“give them the benefit of any doubts,”
rejoice and be glad, trusting that they
are of God and will be ablessing to all
of the Church of God: don’t discour-
age anyone whowouldadmonishthe
brethren to show forth their faith by
their walk, works and ways. Was not
Abraham ourfather justified by works,
when he offered Isaac his son upon
the Altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect? Thefaithwas
givenforthe purpose of performance
ofthework, andwithout either of them,
the perfect deed would not have been
accomplished. Inthe economy of God
thereis adefinite orderinallthings, in
bringing events to pass as he has
determined them: he could have done
itinany manner pleasing unto him but
this is the way he planned it and so it
happened. James uses this example
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and that of the harlot Rabab as illus-
trations of how faithand works are the
way and manner in which God works
his will among the inhabitants of the
earth.

James Closes Chapter 2 with this
scripture, “For as the body without
the spiritisdead, so faith without
works is dead also.” Brethren, it
cannot be stated any plainer or more
candidly than this: even to the most
extreme on either side of the issue,
onethatbelievesitallrests inthe faith
of an individual and the other believ-
ingitis determined solely by the work
or efforts of the individual. This verse
clearly declares that they are both
wrong. The body without the spirit of
life is just a lump of clay: it cannot
move, think, pray, praise God or per-
form any action, respond to anything
or thought directed to it, in other
words, it is just as the other clay that
has not been formed into a body; and
James Compares this lifeless lump of
clay to faith without works. The body
with the spirit manifests the factthat it
is notas the otherclay, itmoves, feels,
thinks, worships and praises God,
because, it has that necessary com-
ponent the spirit of life. Works makes
manifest the faith that dwells in the
individuals heart: it is the only evi-
dence that you have of the existence
of the faith of the believer. They could
tell you daily that they had faith but,
you would not really believe it until
you see it displayed in their walk and
their conversation; thenyoubelieve it
even if they deny having it.

it is distressing to hear a brother
demean orridicule good works in the

Churchasthoughitwas somethingto
avoid or be ashamed of: when it is
indeed the most beautiful of all of the
manifestations of the spirit among
God’s people. All of us know and have
known of brothers and sisters who,
justto think of them, brings a smile of
sheer joy to our hearts as we remem-
ber their good works, their dedica-
tion, sacrifice and perseverance in
the Church all of their lives until God
calledthemfromthe shores oftime to
their eternal haven of rest. Surely,
these are the works that accompany
that faith that James is speaking of: it
is not, necessarily, their benevolence
orkindly deeds inthe fleshwhich man
in nature may possess, butthose acts
of love for the heavenly kingdom
prompted by being filled of the Spirit
of God, as Bezaleel was, for the pur-
pose of the work that they were called
to do.

If one speaks lightly of good works
it is because they only understand
what they can see, which is the ac-
tions of the man, and since they can-
not see the faith which motivates it
they assume thatitdoesn’texist. If we
take this attitude that, because we
can’t see it, it doesn’t exist, then we
cannot verify most of the things that
we hold dear in our faith, we cannot
prove ourspiritual experience because
we can’t display it, but, by our deeds,
actions and walk and this is what the
scriptures refer to as good works.
These are the only things that mani-
fest the indwelling of the spirit of God
in the heart of an individual: these
include loving and attending the
church, visiting and praying for the
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sick and afflicted in body and spirit,
laying down their lives for the breth-
ren and doing all things as unto God.
These are the marks of a child of God
as he humbly treads the path laid out
for him in this life: these are the good
works that he was created in Christ
Jesus and ordained to walk in to mani-
fest his faith which was given him by
the grace of God. We should never
treat these casually or look with dis-
dain onthe efforts of one who s striv-
ing to fulfil their heavenly calling.
The Apostle Paul wrote, (Gal. V vs.
16) “Walk in the spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh.” And this is
what James s referringtoin his epistle
as the good works. These are the fruit
of the Spirit, love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness and temperance and
surely no one would speak harshly
against actions which are motivated
fromthese sources whicharethe fruits
of the spirit that dwells within. When
one is occupied with this activity, he
is walking inthe spiritand is not fulfill-
ingthe lusts of the flesh: heis bearing
witness to the household of faith that
he is adoer and not a hearer only: for
the hearer is as a man looking at
himself in the mirror, and goeth his
way and straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was. The hearer
only is as the onewho sawthe brother
and sister destitute of their daily food
and said unto them, be yewarmed and
filled but did nothing for them: even
asthe manwhosaid, if God wants the
steps built, he will build them. Can
anyone, when faced with this situa-
tion, of the destitute brother and sis-

ter, fail to see the need and the pur-
pose of the good works ofthe faithful,
forthe good ofthe Church. This seems
tobe the whole thrust of the message
of the general epistle of James: to
bring out the purpose and the neces-
sity ofthe ‘““goodworks” andto specify
the position that they occupy in the
plan of salvation of the saints of God.
They occupy a very prominent and
important place in the lives of the
electand the Church in general. They
are a joy to the doer and they bring
much comfort, hope and strength to
thoseinneed and who are blessed as
the results of these handfuls of pur-
pose that they find in the way; be-
cause they know from whence they
came and they glorify their heavenly
Father.

Jesus said, ‘“‘Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father
whichis in heaven.”

In bonds of love,
Richard H. Campbelli

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Editors of the Signs ofthe Times:

n these latter days of the
alloted time for this world to
=] stand, and with the dark
clouds of depravity and infidelity are
already upon our nation, and ever in-
creasing day by day in leaps and
bounds; as | read an article by Elder
Gilbert Beebe, dated October1, 1861.
| was made to wonder, if it would not
beappropriate, toinsertitinthe Signs,
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as away by whichits readers mightbe
once again reminded of (among other
Holy truths), the certainty that our
Father and our God was and is the
merciful Ruler and super Ruler over
any and all events to ever take place,
orcometopass, forall eternity. lleave
toyou Editors, whetherornottoinsert
itin the Signs.

ElderBeebe’s article-Psalm 97:1,2.

“TheLordreighneth; lettheearth
rejoice; let the multitude of isles
be glad thereof.

Clouds and darkness are round
about him: righteousness and judg-
ment are the habitation of his
throne.” Psalm 97: 1,2.

“When overwhelmed with grief,
My heart within me dies,
Helpless, and far from all relief,
To heaven | lift mine eyes,”’

“0O! lead me to the Rock

That’s high above my head;

And make the covert of thy wings,
My shelter and my shake.”

Despairing as we must of finding
substantial joys or lasting happiness
on earth, itis consoling to those who
know and love the Lord, when they
can turn aside from the perplexing
cares and distracting turmoil of earth,
and in peaceful seclusion from noise
and strife, by faith look up to himwho
has entered for us within the veil, and
contemplate the eternal perfections
of ourSavior God, whoinhabiteth eter-
nity; whose nameis Holy, whose dwell-
ing is also in the humble and contrite

hearts of those who fear his name.
While strife and bitter hate marks and
mars the character of men, the ruth-
less wars are drenching the earth with
rivers of human gore, while brotherin
fratricidal strife seeks the life-blood
of his brother, and while the general
clammer of kindred and relatives tax
alltheirenergies to darken the dread-
ful scene around us; what would be-
come of us, if there were no over-
ruling hand to curb the deadly vio-
lence, and bid the maddening tem-
pest cease to howl?

Often when sweet peace has smiled
upon us, and all things have seemed
to contribute to our comfort, have we
looked forward to the grand and ter-
rible scene, whichwillassuredly come,
when the earth and skies shall pass
away - when the sun in the heavens
shall be put out and cease to shine,
and when death and hell shall deliver
up their dead - and in the contempla-
tion, we have felt convinced that there
is nothing short of the blessed assur-
ance that the great and glorious God,
atwhose bidding the uprising nations
of the dead shall come forth, who is
our Father and our God, could possi-
bly allay the terror of the contempla-
tion.

Having hope in God, which is sure
and steadfast, and whichenterethinto
thatwhichis withinthe veil; ahope so
full ofimmortality that we can contem-
plate with joy the coming of the great
day, when our God shall be revealed
from heaven in flaming fire, to take
vengeance on them that know him
not, and to be admired in all who love
his appearing, can we not, by the same
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faith in God, meet the cheerless con-
flicts of this mortal state, and even
amid the dread confusion of war, and
the clash of arms, the booming of
cannon, and the death-cry of the
slaughtered victims of the battlefield,
be stilland knowthat Jehovahis God?
There aretimes whenthe faith of God's
people is severely tried, in regard to
his supreme control of all events -
when the turbulent passions of men
seem unrestrained - when the wicked
rise and spread themselves like the
green bay tree; - when God’s holy
name is blasphemed, his law trans-
gressed, his truth opposed and de-
rided, his people persecuted, and
when the ways of Zion mourn, and
doubting, we enquire:

“Is there a God who hears and sees
The things below the skies?”’

Butwiththe Psalmistwe areatlength
constrained to acknowledge, “This is
my infirmity.” Ourinfirmity and imper-
fections conceal from us his hand in
turningand overturning, and causing
the wrath of man to praise him, and in
restraining their wrath to such limits
as he has wisely appointed. Truely
God is his own interpreter, and until
he makes known to us his boundless
wisdom and power, his ways are past
finding out. But still, although our
unbelief so often assaults our faith,
there is afixed convictioninourminds,
that the Lord God omnipotent doth
reign, and this conviction affords us
consolation.

The Lord Reigneth. Having all wis-
domtodirectandall powertoaccom-

plish, his government is absolute and
sovereign, he worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will. No higher
law can possibly exist in heaven or
earththanthe will of God. Itcannot be
improved, for it is perfect and holy in
allrespects, andallthe saints on earth
and glorified spirits in heaven pray,
“Thy will be done.” Not because they
doubtthatit willbe done, but because
God’s own spirit helpeth our infirmi-
ties, and knoweth what is the will of
God, and therefore maketh interces-
sionfor us, according to his will, with
groanings that we cannot utter. That
will, though higher than the heavens,
and broader than eternity, perfectly
comprehends the smallest, as it does
the greatest objects that exist. From
the vaulted heavens to the deepest
earth, and fromthe mightestangels to
the minutestinsect, it directs the des-
tiny of all. The sparrow in its flight -
and the numbered hairs upon our
heads are all secured in being and in
destiny by the will of God. In the ex-
ecution of his will, the Lord reigneth.
Notas some impiously represent, that
he attempts to reign, orwants toreign.
But with irresistible power and might
his purpose stands and he does all his
pleasure. He speaks the word, and it
stands fast; he commands, and it is
done. Heis of one mind and none can
turn him.

"He looks and ten thousand of
angels rejoice,

And myriads wait for his word;

He speaks - and eternity filled
with his voice,

Re-echoes thepraise of her Lord."
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When we contemplate the infinite
and perfections of Jehovah, con-
trasted with the highest attributes or
attainments of mortals, to bear the
government; we have the greatestrea-
son to reiterate the language of the
inspired Psalmist, “Let the earth re-
joice; letthe multitude of isles be glad
thereof.” Let them rejoice that the
absolute government of events are
not left with finite beings. All their
powers are limited, and under the
providential government of God him-
self. His prescience can clearly fore-
see all the events thattime can possi-
bly develop, and his wisdom is suffi-
cient to provide for all emergencies.
He is capable of holding the end of all
things with the beginning. No lapse of
ages, orintervening contingencies can
becloud his omniscientvision, or hide
the smallest particle of creation, or
the mosttrivial circumstance from his
view. Possessing all knowledge, all
wisdom, and all goodness, how im-
portant that he should govern and
control all things.

Chain’dto his throne a volume lies,
With all the fates of men;

With every angel’s form and size,
Drawn by the eternal pen.

His Providence unfolds the Book,
And makes his counsel known;
Each openingleaf, and every stroke,
Fulfills some deep design.”’

We are filled with amazement while
we trace his government in nature.
The heavens declare his glory, and
the firmament his handy work. The

regularity inwhich each heavenly body
moves is obedience to his decrees.
Seed time and harvest, winters and
summers, days and nights, respond
with the most exact precision to the
orders of his throne. And canwe doubt
that in the history of mankind - their
rise and fall - their present and future
destiny - are bounded by his all - wise
decree?

We can no more deny or doubt his
providential supervision of all the af-
fairs of men and angels, than we can
doubthis veryexistence. Andwe know
that he exists, because we exist; and
we could have no existence if he did
notexist. Anditis equally clearthat he
reigns, as it is that he exists; for no
power inferior to that which created
the universe could possibly sustainit
one moment, and in this also we have
cause for joy and gratitude.

Early as the entrance of sin, and the
fall of man, was a Savior promised -
and how could a promise be made,
requiring four thousand of years for
its fulfillment, with any degree of cer-
tainty, if he who made the promise had
not a full control of all the events
which were necessary for its fulfill-
ment? Or how could he “Declare the
end from the beginning, saying, My
counsel shall stand, and 1 will do all
my pleasure,” if he did not hold the
reigns of universal governmentin his
own almighty grasp?

Butwhile we are constrainedtocon-
fess the power and absolute govern-
ment of God - we have also to ac-
knowledge our utter inability to com-
prehend his universal government. His
footsteps are inthe mighty deep; and
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his ways are past finding out. High as
the heavens areraised abovethe earth,
soare God’s ways andthoughts higher
than the ways and thoughts of men -
for

“Clouds and darkhess are round
abouthim.”

Ourvisionis too weak and feeble to
gaze upon the unveiled glory of the
eternal God. Look we, which way we
may, the impenetrable cloud conceals
the dazzling splendor of his glory; or
we should be consumed. He keepeth
back the face of his throne, and
spreadeth his cloud upon it. Before,
behind, on his right hand and on his
left, the intervening cloud conceals
from human sight the insufferable
splendorof his eternalthrone. O, where
is the wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the disputer of this world?
Hath not God made foolish the wis-
dom of thisworld? Forafterthatinthe
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom
knew not God, “For it is written, | will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
will bring to nothing the understand-
ing of the prudent.”

Yet, notwithstanding the impen-
etrable darkness which hides his per-
son and his government from human
scrutiny, the faith of the Son of God,
implanted in his quickened saints, is
permitted to view the bow which God
has, by his spirit, disclosed upon that
cloud. And the darker the cloud ap-
pearsto ournatural vision, the brighter
does the bow present its living beau-
ties to our faith, giving us the most
joyfulassurancethat “Righteousness

and Judgment are the Habitation of
histhrone.”

The depravity of our nature inclines
us to question the righteousness of
thedivine government, because from
our eyes the cloud conceals the wis-
dom, majesty and holiness of God.
But while the infidelity of our fallen
nature doubts and disputes the righ-
teousness of divine government; and
we murmur, complain, find fault, and
rebel; the assurance is unmistakably
given that righteousness and judg-
ment are the habitation of his throne.
His throne signifies his power and
dominion, andthat powerand domin-
ionis founded in Righteousness and
judgment, and therefore can never
depart from the immutable principles
of Righteousness, however dark and
mysterious his governmentmay seem
toourreason. Sometimes we are sub-
jected to trials which seem to us to
bear no impress of the judgment, or
decree of God, and we are perhaps
inclined to attribute them to chance,
ortosome cause overwhichthethrone
of God bears no control; but however
wrongly we may judge, all that con-
cerns us for time or eternity must be
controlled by the righteousness and
judgment in which the eternal throne
of God is founded.

When smiling mercy bestows our
pathway with every desirable bless-
ing, the throne from which our mer-
cies proceedistooureyesinvolvedin
darkness, and we enquire, “How can
God bestow such mercies upon us
consistently with his eternal perfec-
tions, when we are so very sinful,
ungrateful, and undeserving? Again
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when he recalls these mercies, our
gourds are blasted, our comforts
dashed, our dearest treasures torn
from our fond embrace, the darkness
of his cloud hides from our view the
gracious hand of our kind and cov-
enant God, and again we cry out in
amazement: Lord why is this?

“Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his works in vain;
God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.”

Middletown, N.Y.
October 1, 1861

P.S. | would just like to say, that |
fully agree withwhat Elder Beebe was
blessed to pen down in the above. |
have read volumes of his writings,
and | feel from the depth of my heart,
he was a greatly God blessed child of
God, who was enabled to pen down
soclearly,some of the deep and great
things of God and his government;
and all this, without ever any praise of
mankind for it so being. And that my
Brethren, is what | so dearly love.

Your in hope of eternal life,
Troy G. Shepard

103 E. Tateway Rd.

Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949

Psalm 1:1.

Blessed is the man that walketh
not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sin-
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful.

ARTICLES

EXPERIENCE

Danville, Virginia
June, 1926

To Elder W.R. Dodd

tis with fear and trembling
that | make this attempt to

= =] comply with your request
thatlwriteyoumy experience. ltmakes
me indescribably humble that you
should desire such a thing of poor
insignificant me. You said if | had a
mind. | have for a long time feit that |
would love to leave behind me a writ-
ten testimony of some of God’s won-
derfullove, mercy, and tendercare for
me, awretched hell-deserving sinner;
yet, to this time | have never before
ventured to try to pen any part of it,
realizing that neither tongue nor pen
canexpress whatlhave seen,felt,and
handled of His goodness. I shrink from
this attempt, feeling that those who
know me best are ready to say (and
truthfully) “She does notlive upto her
profession.” Alas, “l| am so vile, so
prone to sin, | fear that | am not born
again.” Yet, as | go back, as it were, to
Bethel, and feel surely there has been
somekind of change; sincethe things
lonce loved | now hate, and the things
| once hated | now love; yet | don’t
know how to tell about it. When | can
exclaimwiththe poet, “l once was lost
but nowI’'m found, was blind, but now
| see,” the whole story is told.
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In my nineteenth year| attended an
association at Senacameeting house
in Campbell County, Virginia.

| was having quite a nice time with
theyoungfolks (according tomy rais-
ing). When services began | would
findaseatandlistentothe preaching.
I got a close seat in the afternoon on
Sunday, and heard, as | had never
heard before, the closing sermon de-
livered by Elder E.V. White. The text
was “But it has happened unto them,
according to the true proverb: The
dogisreturnedtohis vomitagain,and
the sow that is washed to her wallow-
ing in the mire.” Oh! how plainly |
could see that my profession at a
Methodist Camp Meeting six years
before was but filthy rags, and that |
was a vile, helpless sinner. | found
myself so miserable and undone. As
they sung the last song and took the
parting hand, | would have given all
the world had it been mine, to have
been one with them. Plainly did | see
myself onthe “lefthand”, withnotone
ray of hope. My sins, like mountains,
rose before me, and | could see no
way of escape from the justice of a
sin-avenging God.lwenthomewitha
burdened heart, which seemed un-
bearable; but would not for anything
have let my people know that | had a
serious thought.

| often read the Bible for my mother,
alwaysfinding it a dull, tiresome task,
and would feel much relieved when
she would say, “Daughter, thatwill do
forthistime.” Butnowlhad adesireto
read it in search of some promise for
a vile, penitent wretch. | would steal
my chancetoreadit afterthis manner:

I kept a novel on the same table with
the Bible; the novell keptlaying open,
while | intently searched the Scrip-
tures. But if | heard foot-steps down
would gothe closed Bible,and Iwould
appear much interested in my novel.
Thissearching continued almostthree
years; and instead of promises | found
condemnation everywhere. The prom-
ises were there, but | could not claim
them.

A few months after the association
referred to above | was (in the ab-
sence of my mother) entertaining a
Primitive friend. Eilder Wrightwas hav-
inganappointmentat Whitehorn, three
miles from home. | really wanted her
to want to go, so there would be no
suspicionthat | cared anything about
it (it being in the week at a busy time).
Noarrangement could be made for us
to ride so | casually suggested that if
she caredto golwould be glad towalk
with her (fearing that she would not
go). But God gave her a mind to say,
“Alright.” There were just a few old
brothers and sisters present; the
preacher, an ordinary looking
stranger, came forward, and to me
preached a wonderful sermon along
the line of experience. While he de-
scribed conviction, | could but won-
der how that stranger could tell ex-
actly how | felt; but alas, when he
begantodescribe deliverancelagain
saw myself ‘“cut off.”” None of that fit
my case. My burden of singrew heavier
allthetime,asljourneyedon,tryingto
do something to induce God to be
merciful to me.

But by and by the secret of my soul
trouble leaked out, (It was in God’s
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time). People would talk to me on the
subject of religion and before | would
hardly be aware of it, | would be prais-
ing a sovereign God; that though He
sent my soul to hell, His righteous law
approved it well. In my poor heart
there was a constant yearning that
God would have mercy, and not mete
outtomejustice. | firmly believed that
He had a chosen people; and that all
for whom Christ died, would be ever-
lastingly saved; but did He die forme?
No not for so hell-deserving a sinner
as me (words fail me here). Sinking,
yes sinking into utter despair, there
came into my mind a blessed hymn(l
knew but little about singing, but this
one line). | must have sung with the
“Spirit”’ and understanding.” | sung
as | had never sung before, and have
neversungsince, -that pleading hymn,
“Father, | stretch my hand to thee,
etc.” | did not finish all my words, for
my soul burstforth insuch rapturous
adoration to Him, who | then felt had,
for Christ’s sake, heard and answered
my fervent prayer. | could not see
then, as it were by an eye of faith, how
ourdear Redeemerhad (beforeldrew
my breath) with His precious blood,
paid all that justice claimed. In the
place of despair, there sprang up in
my breast a hope that has been an
anchor to my poor tempest-tossed
soul on to this present time. Many the
times | have felt that the anchor was
gone and the old vessel must sink,
each time to find it still there, only
down under the deep water just out of
sight. Onthat memorable day, withmy
burden gonelknew notwhere orhow,
| enjoyed undisturbed bliss of mind

for just a few hours. After which pe-
riod God, fora purpose of His own, let
the Devil saytome “Youare deceived,
there is nothing to it.” Then doubts,
yes doubts that have followed me on
and on, sprang up within me. What?
hope all the way and doubt all the
way? yet not contradictory, but too
deep forfinite minds. Now whenlread
the Bible, | dare claim those sweet
promises as mine too.

| soon was given a desire to follow
my Lord and Master in the ordinance
of baptism (the form of which I had
neveradoubt). Todo thisImustaska
home with the people of God. | dearly
loved them, and desired to be with
them; but the feeling of unworthiness
that followed me | cannot describe;
neither can | describe my longing to
be with them.

it was in the month of July, 1886,
that my hope of deliverance came.
The third Saturday of that year | went
before the church at Whitethorne;
could nottellthem anything, only that
Iwanted to live with them, butwas too
unworthy. Oh, how deeply | felt it.
They received me, and | was baptised
the next day, with a sister who had
freely talked to the church before me.
As our pastor, Elder G.W. Hundley,
raised me from the watery grave, |
strangled just a little, but gave it no
thoughtinmy happiness, forthis hap-
piness was to be mine for only a few
minutes. As we went up from the wa-
ter to the mill-house to change our
clothing the other sister just behind
me remarked (it was thoughtlessly, |
amsure)toafriend: “lamsogladidid
notstrangle; | have always heard that
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itwas a sign they were not changed.”
Dear old sister Hodnett, who walked
beside, lovingly put her arm around
me, saying, “Don’tletthatbotheryou.”
But alas, it had taken hold on my very
heartstrings. | saw myself deceived;
and | had a public manifestation of it
to so large a crowd of people. I was a
reproach to the Church of God; and
many other similar things 1 felt. But
there was a deep yearning of heart
that God in Mercy would (in His own
way) show me clearly if | was de-
ceived, that | might have my name
removed from the church book and
turnbackfromitail. My eyes closedin
slumberthat night with that petitionin
my soul. God gave me a dream, (you
see it is said we cannot get along
without a dream) of a most beautiful
baptism and | the candidate. | awoke
withafeeling of satisfaction concern-
ing my baptism. | might write on and
on but half would not be told of how
God, inHis love and tendermercy, has
brought me on these many years.
Sometimes on the mountaintop, but
morefrequently deep downinthe val-
ley, sometimes the deeper down the
more beautiful the Lily | see. | am still
clingingtothatlittie hope, be itimagi-
nary, or be it real, it is mine for God
gave it to me.

Pardonme. | have writtentoo much.
May God give you, and all the house-
hold of faith a mantle of charity to
cover my imperfection.

That means me.

Belle Neal

The above experience is of the

mother of Brother Willie Neal. (See
his obituary.)

IS GOD LIMITED?

R.F.D. 3, Box 123,
Axton, Virginia

To the Signs of the Times:

s Godalimited God, oris he
just limited in the minds of

il | men? | believe it was David
who said that they limited the Holy
One of Israel; and | believe David also
said that He does his will in the sea
and all deep places.

We find in the Old Scriptures that
there isn’t anything too hard for God;
and in the New Testament that all
thingsare possiblewith God. Yetsome
say He wants to save everyone, but
some won't let him.

The Scriptures say that Abraham
believed that whatever God promised,
hewas able to perform; and, since the
Scriptures also say that God cannot
lie, and the impossibility of it, it would
seem that, if God has promised to
saveeverymanthateverlived, itwould
be impossible for anyone to be lost.

Ihopelbelieve inthe sovereignty of
God, - yet | doubt that everyone who
says so, does. | have heard some say
thatthey believed it,and then say that
itisimpossible for God to save aman
unless the man “hears’’ the Gospel.
And then some say that God can’t
hate, even though the Bible says that
he did. And some say that He can’t be
displeased, even though he was dis-
pleased with some of the things that
David had done. | don’t believe in a
God that can’t be displeased; but |
hope | believe in one that can do, and
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does, as He pleases, and has a perfect
right and the power to do so; one that
is not limited in any direction by what
| believe, or by what any other man or
group of men might believe; though
most men claim to have a lot of wis-
dom.

Paul said that our faith is not in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of
God. Some say that God’s people can’t
be disobedient, but, if that is the way
itis, then lam not one; foritis how to
perform that which is good | find not.
No man, except Jesus, ever lived in
perfect obedience, and pleased God
at all times. This is the reason | would
hate to think thatanything was condi-
tioned on man’s obedience. | believe
God predestinated all things, butldo
not believe that limited him, ormadea
sinner out of a man; for | read where
Paul said that by the disobedience of
one man, many were made sinners;
and that by the disobedience of one
mansin entered the world. So disobe-
dience is what made me asinner, and
| do not believe that anything can
justify man in what he does or does
not do, but God. Jesus is the only
reason | have a hope; and | wouldn’t
trade my hope for what most people
claim they know, even if | could.

I hear some say that it doesn’t make
any difference what we do, butidonot
get the idea. | do not believe that
salvation is by man, but rather that
salvation is of the Lord. And | fail to
see how Adam, orany man, couldsin,
if he had aright, or was free to partake
of any and everything. | also feel that
anything we can'tfreely partake of, is
just at much sin now as ever.

Thesearejustafewthoughtsiwould
like to send along. If there should be
anything that is in error, | hope you
could feel to forgive, as | am very
limited in knowledge. | don’t want to
hurt anyone, unless with the truth.

Yours in hope of eternal life,
Howard T. Edwards

BLESSINGHIS PEOPLE

ften we speak of the fin-
ished work of Christ and of

2] the many wonderful activi-
ties that he did while here on earth in
fulfilling that work, and fulfilling the
will of the father that sent him. The wili
of him that sent him was, in short to
glorify the father and to bless his
people.

Thefullness ofthe blessings of God
are hard tocomprehendwhenviewed
from this low ground. Yet boththe old
and new testaments are well docu-
mented with these blessings evenin
trouble, “....I “will” acknowledge them
thatare carried away captive of Judah,
whom I have sentout... for their good.
For | will set my eyes upon them for
good...”” Jer. 24: 5,6. And of course,
Rom. 8:28. And we know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.”

It is a glorious thing to think that
Christ's activities toward us were all
in blessing us. Even his last act on
earthwas blessing his people. “And it
came to pass, while he blessed them,
he was parted from them, and carried
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upinto heaven” Luke 24:51. Evenwith
the scripture stressing the fullness of
his blessing toward us itis still one of
themostdifficultthings, itwould seem,
for the human mind to comprehend
that God does not need man’s help or
permission to do anything. No, not
just difficult, but impossible for the
human mind, and often difficultforthe
spiritual mind considering the con-
flicts that rage within. The natural mind
with it’s pride and self-will does not
want to consider that it’s help is not
needed, nor is there room or reward
for doing God's work, because the
work is finished, the way prepared,
and He is our “....exceeding great re-
ward” Gen. 15:1. As thewarfarerages
within, the spiritual mind is made to
see that there is nothing good that
man can do. We are defeated before
we start. But it isn’t an empty defeat,
when we are given to see that our
righteousness is as filthy rags. Then
we are given beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, and the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness.
Isa.61;3. Yes, inour defeat, being cast
down, he gives understanding. We
are givenaglimpse of where ourhope
is anchored. Itis in God's sufficiency
in both time and eternity. He is com-
plete within himself needing nothing
from man. He needed no one, nor
asked for any opinions in creation,
but did it for his own pleasure. Rev.
4:11. “Neitheris worshipedwith men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing,
seeing hegivethtoall life, and breath,
and all things;” Acts 17:25. See also
Ps.50:10,13. &Rom. 11: 34,36.Isitany
wonder that Job would ask, “What is

manthatthou shouldest magnify him?
“Have you not asked the same when
you are given to believe that some
light of understanding has been given
you?Lighttosee that notonlywas the
work of creation finished by God, but
also that the work of salvation was
finished by Christ in his death, burial
and resurrection. Finished, though it
is not made manifest to the individual
saints until they are quickened orborn
again in time. Then “.... with joy shall
ye draw water out of the wells of salva-
tion,” Then you read with thanksgiv-
ing, as the apostle Paul said of him-
self, and what had happened to him,
“Forallthings are foryoursakes, that
the abundantgrace mightthroughthe
thanksgiving of many redound to the
glory of God.” 2 Cor. 4:15.

Then if his purpose is to bless his
people, and if he requires nothing
from them that he has not already
blessed them with, thenshouldn’twe
give earnest heedtothose blessings.
God has “....blessed us with all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ.” Eph. 1:3.

Iwouldreferyoubackto Luke 24:51
inwhich Christ was blessing them or
explaining the blessings that were
their's and those to come. He told
them to wait, or tarry until they be
endued with power from on high. In
other words they were to wait until
Pentecostwhenwonderful things, that
had never before happened, would
take place. The Holy Ghost, which
Christ said he would send, came and
filled the house, and cloven tongues
like fire sat upon each of them and
they were allfilled with the Holy Ghost.
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This sending of the Holy Ghost and
filling of the Holy Ghost is the comple-
tion of the double measure of bless-
ings givento God's people, as is illus-
trated in Elijah’s mantle that fell from
him when he was taken up. Il Kings. 2:
9-14. :

You will recall that Elisha ask thata
double portion of Elijah’s spirit be
upon him after he departed, and itwas
so.Now, inaveryrealsense the church
andthe individual saints haveadouble
portion.

We would be much poorer indeed if
we were only given spiritual life and
left to wait until after death to under-
stand anything else. What poverty to
wonderwhat greatthinghad happened
to us and had no understanding of
how or why. But God has not left us
there. We are blessed with the new-
ness of life, and as new born babes
need a teacher and comforter, so the
Holy Ghost is given us. He speaks to
us of the things of Christ, He does not
speak of Himself. He is our revelator
and does not leave the scriptures to
our private interpretation. Heis afriend
that sticketh closer than a brother.
And the highlight of his teaching, it
would seem, is that the spirit bears
witness with our spirit that we are the
sons of God.

Is not the Holy Ghost our double
portion? Without the gift of the Spirit
He would not have blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places.
We would not have a guide into all
truth. John 16:13.

“He lives to bless me with his love.

He lives to plead my cause above.”
He lives to give me full supplies.
He lives to bless me with his eyes.”

He lives to calm my troubled heart.
He lives all blessings to impart.”

Elder Wayman G. Chapell

VOICES OF THE PAST

HABAKKUK 1: 12,13.

Signs of the times,
January, 1940

y mind is
now being
Aid| exercised

on some wonderful
truthexpressed by
Habakkukinthefirst
chapter. The first
ELDER E.J. LAMBERT paragraph ex-
presses “the burden which Habakkuk
the prophet did see.” The burden was
why he beheld grievance, spoiling
and violence, and why there were
those who raise up strife and
contention. It is evident that the
wicked doth compass about the
righteous and wrong judgment
proceedeth. We are sometimes made
to wonder with Habakkuk why these
things exist. Some would have us be-
lieve that this is the work of the devil
over which God does not exercise
control. But that god is not Israel’s
God. Our God works all things. We
hear Him saying, ‘“Remember the
former things of old: forlam God, and
thereis noneelse: lam God, and there
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is none like me, declaring the end
from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are notyet done,
saying, My cousel shall stand, and |
will do all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46: 9,
10). “‘He doeth according to his will in
the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth; and none can
stay his hand, or say unto him, What
doest thou? (Dan. 4:35). We see the
factrevealedinthe second paragraph
of the first chapter of Habakkuk that
the raising up of the ‘“‘Chaldeans, that
bitter and hasty nation, which shall
marchthrough the breadth ofthe land,
to possess the dwellingplaces which
are not their’'s” is the work of God.
God declares through the prophet that
the heathen will not believe this
thoughitbe told them. The heathen of
today will not believe that the raising
up of the bitter, hasty and wicked
people is the work of God. In relating
the characteristics and actions of this
bitter and hasty nation he also makes
plain that “their judgment and their
dignity shall proceed of themselves.”
Theyare not forcedto dothese things,
but do them of their own accord. This
is their nature and delight. This
thought is in harmony with James
1:13,14, “Let no man say when he is
tempted, | am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, nei-
ther tempteth he any man: but every
man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.”
Nay, the Chaldeans could not charge
their wrong judgment and actions to
the predestination of God, because it
was their desire to do what they did
do. Neither can man charge God with

being the cause of his sins, even
though the predestination of God
embraced them, for man “is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when itis
finished, bringeth forth death’” (James
1:14,15). Yes, God created the waster
to destroy, and the waster has plea-
sure indestruction. God also created
the wicked for the day of evil, and the
wicked hath pleasure in wickedness.

The twelfth and thirteenth verses of
the first chapter of Habakkuk give
sufficient explanation of the purpose
of God in raising up the bitter and
hasty nation that deals treacherously
and oppresses the righteous. God is
of purer eyes than to behold evil, and
canst not look upon iniquity, there-
fore it is not for the sake of evil and
iniquity, that these things are preva-
lent, but ““O Lord, thou hast ordained
them forjudgment; and O Mighty God,

thou hast established them for cor-
rection.” They are established and
ordainedforjudgmentand correction
of the chosen of God. The wicked are
the sword of the Lord, and they are
raised up for the purpose. God hath a
noble purpose in all things, and, as
Paul states, We know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are called ac-
cording to his purpose. | believe it
takes the wicked, the waster and all
otherthings opposing godliness (even
our carnal minds) to make up the fur-
naceof afflictioninwhich God’s people
are chosen. Ye are refined, but not
with silver; ye are chosen in the fur-
nace of affliction.
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"Now let us quote the complete
twelfth verse of the first chapter of
Habakkuk, “Art thou not from ever-
lasting, O Lord, my God, mine Holy
One? We shall not die. O Lord, thou
hast ordained them forjudgment; and,
O mighty God, thou hast established
them for correction.” The first part of
this verse is an interrogative
affirmation, ascribing all powerto God.
As He is from everlasting, and beside
Him thereis noneelse, letus conclude
that nothing has transpired without
His establishment and ordination. In
the phrase, ‘“We shall not die,” “we”
embraces all those whom “they” op-
pose. There aretwo classes of people
under consideration in this chapter.
“They” include the wicked and “‘we”’
include the righteous, or children of
God. Even though the righteous are
oppressed and persecuted by the
wicked (whose aim is to harm and
destroy therighteous), God hatheven
established and ordained their wicked
acts to the good of His children. He
plainly states it is for judgment and
correction. Instead of being for the
destruction of His people (as the
wicked aim) God hathestablished and
ordained them for the judgment and
correction of His chosen. “My son,
despise notthe chastening ofthe Lord;
neither be weary of His correction: for
whom the Lord loveth He correcteth;
even as a father the son in whom he
delighteth” (Prov. 3:12,13) (See Job
5:17). “For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgetheveryson
whom hereceiveth’” (Heb. 12:6). “But
if ye be without chastisement ... then
are ye bastards, and not sons” (Heb.

12:8). In Psalms 136:10-15, we read
that God smote Egypt in their first-
born and brought out Israel from
among them with a strong hand and
anout-stretched arm, and divided the
Red Seainto parts,and made Israel to
pass throughthe midst of it, but over-
threw Pharaoh and his host into the
Red Sea. God was using Moses to
lead the children of Israel, and the
enemy to drive them. The Egyptians
were zealously pursuing the Israel-
ites, with a motive in mind different
from the purpose of God, which was
to drive them to deliverance. Just as
soon as Pharoah and his army had
completed the purpose God had in
raising them up (to push the Israelites
to deliverance) they were drowned.
This brings to mind these two Scrip-
tures: With lovingkindness have |
drawn thee, and, as with the horns of
an unicorn Ephraim shall be pushed
tothe ends ofthe earth. The Israelites
were drawn by Moses and the cloud,
pushed by the enemy and hedged in
by the walls of water.

| know this is considered hard doc-
trine by carnal reasoning, and does
not give any credit or praise to man,
but it pleases God to use the furnace
of affliction to reveal this factto God’s
children. Thus they are ‘“‘drivento the
ends of the earth.” They are driven to
the end of their own ability and made
willing to comply with that effectual
command of sweet deliverance: “Look
untome, and be ye saved, alltheends
of the earth; forlam God, and there is
noneelse” (Isa.45:22). The journey to
the ““ends of the earth” is extremely
unpleasant, and the “furnace of afflic-
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tion” well describes this process of
the new birth. But this well qualifies
the child of God to deeply appreciate
the paradise which is the result of the
remembrance of Jesus Christ being
made manifest unto them.

From Elder Lamberts book,
“Tried In The Furnace”’,

PIGGRIVERASSOCIATION

igg River Association to
be heldthe 1stweekendin
e August, 1993 at Franklin
County High School,same as lastyear,
in Rocky Mount, Virginia on Route 40
in town.
Brother Jamie Cooper, Clerk

WEST COUNTRY LINE UNION

he West Country Line Union
meeting will be held at Dan
River Primitive Baptist
Church N.C. Highway No. 700, the
Fifth Sunday in August, 1993. Ser-
vices beginning at10:30 A.M. All lov-
ers of the truth are invited. A special
invitation to ministers of ourfaith and
order.

Pleasantville Church will host this
meeting.

Sister Rachel Wray, Clerk

REVELATION 21:6.

And he said unto me, It is done. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end. I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of

life freely.

MEETINGS

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuant to the request of
MARTINSVILLE CHURCH,

4 a Presbytery met at 2:30
p.m.on May15 1993, forthe examina-
tion of Brother Tommy C. Wall, if found
qualified in accordance with the writ-
ten word of GOD, at the satisfaction
anddiscretion of the judgement of the
Presbytery, ordain the above to the
full work of the office of DEACON.

Thesolemnity was begunwith prayer
by Elder Carl Terry. All Elders of our
faith and order present constituted
the Presbytery. Those present were;
Lane Carter; Clarence Stone; Hale
Terry; Larry Hollandsworth; Carl Terry;
JuniorConner.

DEACONS PRESENT WERE:
Chester Hagood, Herbert Dodson,
Jamie E. Cooper, Tommy Lovell, Fred
Murphy, Joseph Cahill, R.W. Aker,
Alvin Shelton, Floyd Bryant, Jessie
Tyres, H.D. Ingram, Woody Young,
C.T. Abshire, W.W. abshire, Jimmy
Holley, Wilford Parson; Nelson Bryant.

The presbytery was organized by
electing ElderLane Carteras Modera-
tor. Jamie E. Cooper as Clerk. Elder
Larry Hollandsworth was chosen to
lead in the examination of the candi-
date. Having beeri duly appointed by
Martinsville Church Brother Willard
Potter delivered BROTHER TOMMY
C. WALL to the presbytery. Examina-
tion was made by Elder Larry
Hollandsworth and Clarence Stone
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and all Elders present were invited to
participate using Scripturalreferences
6th Chapter Acts; 1st Timothy Verses
8-13.

The Presbytery being satisfied with
the examination and answers given
by the candidate administered the lay-
ing on of hands, with the ordination
prayer being delivered by Elder Jun-
ior Conner. The charge was delivered
tothe candidate by Elder Hale Terry &
Lane Carter using Scriptural reference
Book of Numbers, Book of Solomon.

The Moderatoraskedthe Presbytery
if they were satisfied with the work of
the Presbytery, which was answered
in the affirmative.

A certificate of Ordination was pre-
sented to Brother TOMMY C. WALL,
and the right hand of fellowship was
given. The ordained Brother was de-
livered back to the church as an or-
dained Deacon of The Old School
Primitive Baptist Church at Mar-
tinsville.

The minutes consisting of the work
of the Presbytery were read and ac-
cepted. The Presbyterywas dismissed
with prayer by Elder Larry
Hollandsworth.

Elder Lane Carter, Moderator
Jamie E. Cooper, Clerk

ECCLESIASTES 5:18.

Behold thatwhich I have seen: it
is good and comely for one to eat
and to drink, and to enjoy the
good of all his labour that he
taketh under the sun all the days
of his life, which God giveth him:
for it is his portion.

MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERY

ursuant to the request of
Salem Primitive Baptist
Church, Floyd County, Va.

A presbytery met June 12,1993 at 10
o’clock for the examination of Broth-
ers Wade Poff, Alfred Ratliff & Julian
Rutrough and if found qualified inac-
cordance with the writtenword of God
at the satisfaction and discretion of
theirjudgment ordain the above men-
tioned to the full work of the office of
Deacons.

The solemnity was begunwith prayer
by Elder Junior Conner. All Elders of
our faith and order present consti-
tuted the presbytery. Those present
were Elders Hale Terry, Noel Conner,
Larry Hollandsworth, Willard Cox,
Raymond Goad, Marvin Brumfield,
Cleo Robertson, Junior Conner,
Leonard Brammer, Lane Carter and
W.T.Conner.

The presbytery was organized by
electing Elder Hale Terry as modera-
torand W.G. Parsons as clerk. Elders
Junior Conner, W.T. Conner and
Willard Cox were chosen to perform
the examination of the candidates.
Deacon Andrew Agee havingbeenduly
appointed by Salem Churchin confer-
ence May 8, 1993 as spokesman for
the Church delivered Brothers Wade
Poff, Alfred Ratliff & Julian Rutrough
to the presbytery.

Examination was made by Elders
JuniorConner, W.T. Conner &Willard
Coxusingscriptural reference1 Timo-
thy 3rd ch.8-16v. & Acts 6thchap. The
presbytery being satisfied with the
examination and answers given by
the candidates administered the lay-
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ing on of hands with the ordination
prayer being delivered by Elder Cleo
Robertson. The charge was delivered
to the candidates by Elders Lane
Carter, Leonard Brammer, Raymond
Goad & Hale Terry, using scriptural
reference the written word of God.

Themoderatorasked Saiem Church
if they were satisfied with the work of
the presbytery, which was answered
inthe affirmative.

A certificate of ordination was pre-
sented to Brothers Poff, Ratliff &
Rutrough and the right hand of fellow-
ship and brotherhood given. The or-
dained candidates were delivered
back to the Church as ordained Dea-
cons ofthe Old School Primitive Bap-
tist Church at Salem. The minutes
consisting the work of the presbytery
were read and adopted. The
presbytery was dismissedwith prayer
by Elder Marvin Brumfield.

Wm. Hale Terry, Moderator
W.G. Parsons, Clerk

SMITH RIVER ASSOCIATION

he Smith River Association
will convene, the Lord will-
ing, with Bell Spur Primi-
tive Baptist Church located just off
the Blue Ridge Parkway, Carroll
County, Va. on the highway between
mile post 183 and 184. The time will be
Friday September 3, 1993 thru Sunday
September 5, 1993. We invite our cor-
respondents and visitors tothis meet-

ing.

Wilford G. Parsons
Association Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

he union meeting of the
Staunton River Primitive
—atiai| Baptist Churchwillbe held,
wnth Mt. Ararat or (Old Mountain)
church, the Lord willing the fifth Sat-
urday and Sunday in August 28th and
29th, 1993
We invite all lovers of the truth to
meet with us. Take Mt. Cross road
(750) from River Side Drive go ap-
proximately 13 miles tothe churchon
right.

Elder H. W. Wray, Moderator
Sarah Barker, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS
FORMAY 1993

Eld. John Windfield, VA ............ $7.00
Lonzie W. Nichols, VA ................ 2.00
William A. Johnson, WV ............. 5.00
Mrs. Joel Alexander, AL ............. 7.00
Hassell Allen,NC ........................ 5.00
E.H.Chandler,LA........................ 7.00
Mrs. Muriel Strader, NC................ 2.00
GarnerHorne,NC..........ccoun........ 5.00
Mrs. C.B. Richardson, VA ........... 2.00
NormanJenkins,NC ................... 2.00
Eld. B.K. Smith, CA ..................... 2.00
Mrs. Eunice Thompson, NC ...... 10.00
Mrs. Connie Page,NC.................. 5.00
Mrs. H.A. Harlow, TX ..o 5.00
Mrs. Nary L. Hawkins, NC

In memory Jesse Somers ......... 32.00
James B. Pugh, AL ..................... 2.00
W.D.Godwin, LA .....c.ecovvveerennnnn, 2.00

Larry H. Gibson, NC .................. 20.00



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

191

OBITUARIES

WILLIAMLEWIS NEAL

have been requested to
write a memorial to a dear
brother in Christ, William
Lewis Neal. Born June 10, 1900, he
departed this life March 8, 1993. He
was the son of James William and
Sarah Belle Riddle Neal. Survivingare
his wife AliceLillian (Lillie) Lovell Neal
and his two sons William Lovell Neal
of Roanoke, Va.and James Lewis Neal
who lives in Boston, Mass. also six
grandchildren and two great grand-
children. He was the youngest and
last of three children, his two sisters
having predeceased him. They were
Lenna Neal Goodson and Ruth Neal
Lovell. ,
Brother Neal enjoyed a long and
fruitful life. He and sister Neal were a
devoted couple and were able to cel-
ebrate their seventiethweddinganni-
versary at home in November of last
year. Except for the last few weeks of
his life when failing health necessi-
tated a change, he lived all his life in
the ancestral home on the family farm
in Caswell County, N.C. His fatherdied
when he was only sixteen years old,
leaving the responsibility of being the
man of the house falling on his young
shoulders. This prevented him from
furthering his education. Nevertheless
he was a knowledgeable man with a
keeninterestinlifeandblessedwitha
remarkable memory. A successful

farmer and business man he was
known for his integrity. He believed in
living with his fellowman by the golden
rule and was loved and respected by
all who knew him.

Brother Neal had a great interest in
the Church long before he was brought
to ask for a church home. He and his
wife were received together into the
fellowship of Moon's Creek Primitive
Baptist Church in September, 1977.
An ardent soldier of the cross he de-
sired no honors and felt to be only a
servant. He worshipped the God of all
power, believing “the Lord God om-
nipotent reigneth.” He loved the doc-
trine of salvation by grace and mani-
fested his love of God through his
love forthe brethren. His Churchsoon
recognized in him the qualities of a
deacon and he was ordained to this
office.

A humble and peace loving man he
had a quiet, easy manner of attending
tothe business athand. Hewas atrue
servantindeed, notonly in his church
where he was ever ready and willing
for whatever the need might be butto
his neighbor and fellowman as well.

His pastor Elder Kenneth R. Key
conducted his funeral rites at Barker
Funeral Home Chapel in Danville, Va.
adheringto brotherNeal’s wishes, he
did not eulogize the man but rather
used scripture to extol his Saviour.
His earthly body was then laid to rest
in the old church yard cemetery of
Moon’s Creek Church in the family
plot by his parents. Along with the
finalremarks and prayeragroup sang
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“Father We’ll Rest In Thy Love,” a
shorthymnthatmeant muchto brother
Neal.

May the family be given to feel this
same innerpeace and assurance their
loved one felt, especially his ‘“ador-
ableLillie,” whowas unable to attend
the service.

Humbly submitted,
Mary G. Blaylock

Proverbs 15: 31-33.

The ear that heareth the reproof of
life abideth among the wise.

He that refuseth instruction
despiseth his own soul: but he that
heareth reproof getteth understand-
ing.

The fear of the Lord is the instruc-
tion of wisdom; and before honour is
humility.

CLARENCE P. PRESCOTT

t pleased our Heavenly Fa-
ther to remove from our
4 2] midst, our dear brother &
Deacon on Jan. 11, 1993.

He was born Jan. 10, 1912 to vy
Floyd & Beulah G. Prescott, the third
of seven children.

He joined Hadnot Creek Primitive
Baptist Church June11,1986 and was
ordainedaDeacon Sept. 3,1989 serv-
ingfaithfully until he was called home.

Clarence was marriedfirst, to Fannie
Lee Hill Prescott on Sept. 19, 1931
who preceeded him in death. They
were blessed with four children,
Geraldine Moore of Carthage, NC, Ray
Prescott of Greenville, NC and Gor-
don Prescott of Greenville,NC, grand-

childrenand great grandchildren. His
second marriage was to Lillie Mae
Brown Prescott of Snow Hill, NC who
survives.

He suffered much afflictions in his
last days, but was not one to com-
plain, rather it seemed to confirm him
inthe faith that was once delivered to
the Saints. His love for the brethren
was greatly manifested in so many
ways, especially by his desire to be at
his meetings when it seemed almost
impossible (him being so weak).

Two brothers preceeded him in
death, Leo and Manly which leaves
I.J. Prescott of Winston-Salem, NC,
Irvin F. Prescott of Winston-Salem,
NC, Mrs. Leola Bright of Snow Hill,
NC, and the writer J.T. Prescott of
Swansboro, NC.

I trust we are all thankful for the Gift
of him for a brother but to me he was
much, much more than a natural
brother.

We all miss him greatly but would
not wish him back, but sleep on, that
blessed sleep, waiting forthat blessed
call, “Come ye blessed of my Father
inheritthatkingdom prepared forthee
from the foundation of the world.”

His funeral was conducted at
Edwards Funeral Home in Snow Hill,
NC with Elders Jessie Foreman, Joe
Sawyer, O.V. Allen, and the writer of
this. This was his requestwhile living.

His body was laid to rest in the
Snow Hill Cemetery.

Done by order or Conference March
1993.

Elder J.T. Prescott, Moderator
Vilma Rhue, Clerk
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NO NEEDED HEADSTONE

The promise came in the form of a child

To live in a world both wicked and wild

To fulfill a will that was not His own

But in time would have the grace as a home.

He was tempted and tried more than all men
Teaching that in Him our trials would end

He walked and preached with power to save
And before Him always the knowledge of the
grave.

He accepted in love all persecutions that came
And expressed love and forgiveness in His Fa-
thers name

He willingly suffered all the world gave

For the cause and the hour of the unknown
grave. '

We find Him prisoner in judgements hall

In anguish and pain as the whip would fall
Yet not giving in to all the law gave

Knowing the hour was nearing to fill the grave.

Now hanging between thieves on a wooden cross
To fulfill that God's people would suffer no loss
Joseph comes with a plan His body to save

Yet our Christ had no prearranged grave.

A borrowed tomb would end earthly ways
Borrowed for use but three prophesied days
We too shall have but a borrowed tomb

Even in nature we came from a borrowed womb.

Pilate said place a stone and set my seal

So His dedicated people His body can’t steal
Then the women came for the anointing day
And lo they are surprised the stone’s rolled
away.

Now His work is all finished, He bowed His head
The soldiers came and say He's already dead
Let the world boast He could not Himself save
Yet Praise God - Behold The Empty Grave.

C.B. Davis
June 1993




194

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

CONTENTS
EDITORIAL ......coorivcneneeniane 194
Elder Richard H. Campbell
CORRESPONDENCE ............cc..... 197
ARTICLES .......cccccooiiimmicninenncnnns 199
Elder Robert L Mlles
The Lost Day

George A. Fulk

VOICES OF THE PAST .......ccc.c.. 208
Elder Joshua T. Rowe
Elder E.J. Lambert

MEETINGS ....ccccoviiiriiieceeie 213
CONTRIBUTIONS ... 214
OBITUARIES .........cccovviiiriinnnnnnnee. 214

Clarence Alfred Huston
Julia Dorella Spencer Nester

EDITORIAL

hen the
Most High
aaaae| divided to
the nations their in-
heritance, when he
separatedthe sons of
Adam, he set the
bounds of the people
according to the number of the chil-
dren of Israel. For the Lord's portion
is his people: Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance. (Deut. 32, vs. 8-9)

The above scripture is found in the
song that Moses was instructed, of
God, to teach to the children of Israel
just prior to his death. God had told
Moses that he would sleep with his

ELDER R. H. CAMPBELL

fathers, and he told him the things
that would befall the nation of Israel
after his departure: they were a stiff-
necked and arebellious people, as all
men are in the flesh, and the song
prophesied of the things that would
happen to them and was a testimony
ofthe goodness and mercy ofaloving
God to his chosen people. The chil-
dren of Israel, as a nation, would ut-
terly corruptthemselves andturn away
from all the ways in which Moses had
taught them and commanded themto
go. They would go in the vanity of
their natural minds, lusting after the
things of the flesh and striving for the
treasures and valves of the world, all
of which perish with the using and
which lose their appeal, when
achieved. In spite of the warnings, in
the son, man, in nature, continues to
do those things, never learning from
the mistakes of former generations:
they are still walking in these ways,
boasting of their accomplishments
and the advances made since the be-
ginning: never realizing that they are
still the same stiff-necked and rebel-
lious creatures that they were in that
day, and still as blind to the treasures
of the heavenly kingdom.

The song began, by setting forth
the same glorious doctrine that the
saints of God have treasured down
throughthe corridors of time: the same
sovereign work and power of the cre-
ator that is preached in the pulpits of
His church in the present day. One of
the most beautiful and comforting at-
tributes of the doctrine is that it was,
is, and always will be the same: the
truth will always be true and will be
believed by the chosen generationin
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whateverage they may live. There are
no oldtruths and new truths, there are
only declared truths which are as eter-
nal as the originator of them. Ps. XVI
vs. 6, David expressed it this way,
“Thelines are fallen untomein pleas-
ant places; yea | have a goodly heri-
tage.” Surely David knew the truths
thathereceivedwere notforhimalone,
but, were the same things that had
been let down to all, in their time: the
same things had been revealed to
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Samueland
David and would later be revealed to
Peter, James, John, Paul the Apostle,
andevento people inthis dayinwhich
we live: the same glorious truths, not
diminished by the disbelief of some
butthe same as inthe beginning. The
song, as sung, in that day is just as
precious and comfortingtoday, to the
vessels of mercy, as it was to the
chosen in that time: to all, in all ages
oftime,who have been blessedtosee
whatthey arein natureandtrustinthe
one who made them in the flesh, to
remake them anew creaturein Christ.

They love the words of the song,
“Give ear, O ye heavens, and | will
speak; and hear, O earth, the words of
my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as
the rain, my speech shall distill as the
dew, as the smallrain uponthe tender
herb, and as the showers upon the
grass: becauselwill publishthe name
ofthe Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto
our Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto
our God. He is a Rock, his work is
perfect: for all his ways are judgment;
A God of truth and without iniquity,
justandrightis he,” because they set
forththeirexperience, and bring again

totheirremembrance the solemn way
and mannerinwhichthe precious and
glorious truths were revealed unto
them. The song is from God, and he
addresses the heavens and the earth,
whichare his creations, alongwith all
of the inhabitants of both, and then
declares the way and mannerinwhich
his glorious doctrine will be sent forth
and the way in which it will be re-
ceived. It will be as sovereignly dis-
pensed as the rain which comes forth
from heaven, at his command, re-
freshes and gives lifetothe herbs and
grasses: the dew which is the same
cleansing and purifying substance
whichdistills and beautifies the plants,
and causethemto radiate their beauty
as they are cleansed from the dust
and contaminates of the world, as a
beautiful field or forest after the rain.
This is the effect of the doctrine and
the word of God uponthose heavenly
plants here on earth dwelling amidst
the sinand corruption of nature: they
hearthe word, understanding the pure
language which is for them and them
alone of all of God’s creation, they
publish it abroad to all who will listen
and ascribe all glory and honor to the
Rock.

The song then refers to another
people, those who have corrupted
themselves whose spotis notthe spot
of his children, and tells them that
they are a perverse and crooked gen-
eration, and says, “Doye thus requite
the Lord. O foolish people and un-
wise? is not he thy father that hath
bought thee? hath he not made thee
and established thee.” These are in-
deed part of God’s creation but they
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are not of his elect: they are of those
referred to later in vs. 31 of this same
chapterwhenitstated, “Fortheirrock
is not as our Rock, even our enemies
themselves being judges.” The
Apostle Paul spoke of these same
people (Rom. IX. vs. 22, 23) “What if
God, willing to shew his wrath, and to
make his power known, endured, with
much long suffering the vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction: and that
he might make known theriches of his
glory on the vessels of mercy, which
he hath afore prepared unto glory.”
The song was not to make the rebel-
lious and stiff-necked to repent and
believe, but rather, to make manifest
the differences between the vessels
of wrathand the vessels of mercy. The
vessels of wrath, in all ages, have
always rejected the truth and gone
their own way deceiving and being
deceived and fell to stand in need of
no help from anyone. There are those
today who say there is no revelation
orspiritual birth, butthat God’s giftto
the world is in the scriptures and any
that will read and follow them are
children of God; they teach for doc-
trinethe commandments of man, glory
in the respect that they receive one
from the other and deny the creator
who made them and gave them breath,
life and everything they have. They
charge that God would be unjust to
createapeopleforhimself and others
whowerefitted to destructionandyet
the scriptures teachthis overand over
in both the old and new testament.
The scriptures above were written
thousands of years ago and they are
speaking of a work that was done a

longtime beforethattime. Moses said,
“Rememberthe days of old, Consider
the years of many generations: ask
thy father, and he will shew thee: thy
elders, and they will tell thee.” This
was ancient history at that time and
was a work that God had, done inde-
pendent of man or any actions or in-
put on his part, and was, as all of his
work, certain, sure and eternal, and
here is the work being referred to.
“Whenthe mosthigh divided untothe
nations their inheritance, when he
separated the sons of Adam, he set
the bounds of the people according
tothe number ofthe children of Israel.
For the Lords portion is his people:
Jacobisthelotofhisinheritance.” As
man would say, this was a done deal
atthattime, wheneveritwas and noth-
ing can be added toitand nothing can
be taken away or fail to go according
to that decree. The bounds are set by
the Most High and they are set not to
excludethe vessels of wrath but rather
toinclude every heir of promiseandto
absolutely insure the eternal salva-
tion of every child of grace.

All ofthose who are included in the
Lord's portion are always keenly aware
of the factthatthis is the only way that
they could ever have had a hope in
this precious plan of salvation: they
readilyadmitthatif any part depended
uponthemto makeitsure, they would
have no hope at all, because they
know the weakness and instability of
the flesh. Just as God found Jacob in
a waste howling wilderness and led
him about and instructed him: they
too were in a wilderness of sin, were
saved and called with a holy calling
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and have beenled aboutandinstructed
in the truths of the kingdom of God.
They know that, naturally speaking,
thereis noreasoning thatcan explain
this marvelous occurrence otherthan
the fact that the bounds were set in
such away that they were included in
the Lord's portion. Proceeding on this
basis then it is understandable: they
are still sinners wandering in the wil-
derness but in spite of the vanity of
the flesh and the sin which so easily
assails them, they are still kept and
made to ride upon the high places of
the earth. The Apostle Paul stated the
same basic truth this way. But God
whoisrichinmercy, for his greatlove
wherewith he loved us, evenwhenwe
were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ (by grace are ye
saved)and hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus.” In all ages of
time, the testimony of those who are
of theflock, willleave footstepsinthe
sands of time, that will be evidenceto
those in later generations, that this is
the way of salvation; this is the old
path in which the saints of God have
all trod in their search for that city.
Many times indifferent generations,
separated by thousands of years: un-
derthelaw orin the gospel dispensa-
tion, the writers use similar expres-
sionsintelling of theirexperience and
sometimes use even the same words
although in a different land and cul-
ture. These aretimes whenthoselines
are letdowntotheminthose heavenly
places and they will say with David.
“Yeal haveagoodly heritage.” These
are timeless truths in a world of time

and nature and the Saints must be
raised up above time and nature and
be given of the eternal spirit to under-
stand and to know them.

In bonds of love,
Richard H. Campbell

CORRESPONDENCE

Larry Gibson
Rt. 1, Box 271
Blanch, N.C. 27212

Signs of the Times Inc.
721 Willard Street
Greensboro, N.C. 27405

To the Editor,

§| or the most part of this year,
4| 1993, | have been in atten-
#| dance at various Primitive
Baptlst Churches. | have by God’s
grace learned much about the primi-
tive baptist, whatyoubelieve and why
you believe it.

Today August 8, 1993 have been a
most spirit filled day for me, if | be not
deceived, having attended services
with Elder J.R. Williams and then to-
night attended the song service at
DanRiver Church.

My heart has been moved greatly by
the love exhibited among the Old
School Baptists, even in times of
disagreement.

God blessed me withan experience
to be in attendance at a particular
service where there was a disagree-
ment concerning certain matters of
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church business. At first | was in-
clined to excuse myself from the ser-
vice but for what ever reason, God
knoweth, | remained until the end.

A concern | had had about Oid
School Baptists was that they lacked
the will or desire, in order to maintain
harmony, to reprove, rebuke and ex-
hortas the Apostle Paul soinstructed
in his writing. That day God revealed
tome that the Primitive Baptist Elders
truly know how to handle disruptions
and can reprove, rebuke and exhort
and do it with a love that must ema-
nate from God himself.

Forlsawthis particular Elder stand
and handle averydifficult situationin
amost noble manner, that could only
bring honour and glory to God.

While | am not a member, as yet, of
the primitive baptists | have truly been
blessedto beinyoumidstandinyour
churches, worshippingif not deceived
the God and Christ whom | love be-
cause he first loved me.

Irealize thataslongas weare inthe
flesh there are going to be problems,
but | have been moved by the love
shown between members ofthe primi-
tive baptist churches and their will-
ingness to reach out to a stranger,
that Godin his providence has moved
into their midst, and show a love and
concern forsuchaoneas|.

Having by God’s grace studied and
read much about the absolute sover-
eignty of God by such men as
Augustus M. Toplady, Eider Gilbert
Beebeand ElderD.V. Spangler.|have
a much better understanding of my
Godandwho he is. While the depth of
what | have read and studied has often

times been too deep for me. | have
cometorealize that the primitive bap-
tist are not as | had come to believe,
throughmy ownignorance, asapeople
always hiding their sin behind predes-
tination, but as one dear Elder, whom
I have come to love in the Lord wrote
to me and said, quote ‘| am satisfied
that those that truly believe absolute
predestination have no desire to
“blame’” God when they sin. | have
nothing but self loathing when | sin
against Godand yetam satisfied that
lwillintime commit every sin that the
dear Lord died for. It is hard to even
see the glorious doctrines of grace
when we live in sin. Rather we are
made to join with Paul saying “O
wretched man that | am, who shall
deliver me from the body of this death
end quote. How often in the years
gone by have | made that same cry
withthe Apostle. Then God, | hope, in
his wondrous and loving mercy
showed me the way to repentance,
forgave my sin,and returned peace to
my wretched soul.

How often have | been able by his
grace to claim the promise of forgive-
ness timeandtime again. May he grant
methe same grace, as he told Peterin
Matt. 18:22 to forgive my brother in
like manner until seventy times seven
or in other words endlessly even as
he forgives his own elect, which cry
unto him night and day, of which num-
ber| have the hope of beingincluded.

| have to say with Cowper, God
movesinamysterious way His wonders
to perform. Forlfeel that He has given
me an ever growing love for a people



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

199

that just a few years back | only knew
existed as hard shell baptists.
May God bless and keep you all in
his ever abiding love.
Inthe hope of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.
Larry Gibson

ARTICLES

SALVATION

8| he Lord willing, and trusting
gl He will give me grace and
At "8 mercy, will submit some of
my thoughts on the above subject.
For the past almost 60 years that |
have been among the Primitive Bap-
tists, from time to time | have heard
expressions such as “Eternal Salva-
tion” and “Time Salvation”. | have
searchedthe scripturesand have been
unable to find only one scripture that
specifically uses the words “Eternal
Salvation”’; i.e., “Though he were a
son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered; and being
made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him. (Heb. 5: 8-9). Nowhere have
| been able to find the phrase “time
salvation”.However, before going fur-
ther, | will cite to you a scripture that
has been usedwiththe assertionthat
it has the meaning of “time” salva-
tion, but | feel this is in error. “‘Be-
loved, when | gave all diligence to
write unto you of the common salva-
tion, it was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend forthe faith

which was once delivered unto the
saints.” (Jude 1:3). Thisdoes nothave
referenceto “time’’ salvationas some
have taught, but just means that it is
that salvation that is common to all
the household of faith (Elect). We find
these scriptures: “And all that be-
lievedweretogether,and hadallthings
common; and sold their possession
and goods, and parted them to all
men, as every man had need.” (Acts
2: 44-45). Also, “And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart
and of one soul: neither said any of
them that ought of the thing which he
possessedwas his own; butthey had
all things common.” (Acts 4:32). In
these two scriptures we have the as-
sertion that those that believed had
all things common. Soitappears that
the ‘“common’ salvation spoken of
by Jude refers to all believers that are
embracedinit.l donotthinkwe should
changetheword ‘“‘common’ to “time”’.
The word ‘‘salvation” is used many
times inthe scriptures, but noticeitis
always used in the singular form and
nowhere havelbeenabletofind where
itis usedinthe plural,which confirms
that there is only one salvation, and
thatitis of the Lord. Salvation means
deliverance, and certainlyweas God’s
children experience that while in this
life, butin every instance, it is always
“salvation is of the Lord.” | hope to
bring out other scriptures to support
the doctrine that this is the fact.
Sometime ago | read an article con-
cerningsalvation,and the writer made
mention of “two salvations’’;*‘Eternal
Salvation-God’s work’’; “Time Salva-
tion-man’s work’’. There is no salva-
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tion, whether we receive the benefits
in this life (which the elect do), or in
the worldto come “eternal life” (which
only the elect do), that comes from
any source other than from the Lord.
We have this scripture - “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turning.
“(James 1:17). The “good gifts” em-
braces those things which are of a
temporal nature, that God’s elect (as
well as others, receive in this life, and
even these temporal blessings are of
the Lord. The ‘“perfect gift” is of
course, the Lord Jesus Christ, from
whom flows every gift of grace bothin
time and in eternity.

Jonah’s experiencewhenhewas in
the belly of the fish is a very identify-
ing experience of his afflictions in this
life, and he said - | cried by reason of
mine afflictions untothe Lord, and he
heard me. Out of the belly of hell cried
l,andthouheardest myvoice.” (Jonah
2:2). Herein is the basis of a child of
God calling upon the Lord in afflic-
tions. As long as things are going
along smooth and well with us, we are
sometimes forgetful of the Lord’s de-
livering power. David said, ‘‘Many are
theafflictions ofthe righteous, butthe
Lord delivereth him out of them all.”
(Psalms 34:19). Great were Jonah’s
afflictions inthe belly of the great fish,
where waters compassed him about,
weeds wrapped around his head, and
he experienced other great depths of
afflictions ( and these things actually
took place with him - not just words to
fillup spaceinthe scriptures; though

it does foreshadow or typify a spiri-
tual condition of the Lord’s people).
There are many in the world today
who deny that many things the scrip-
tures spoke of actually took place, for
they say with human reasoning that it
could nothave come to pass as scrip-
tures testify. Jonah was in an awful
situation that he could not of his own
strength extract himself,and realizing
he needed help from another source,
he spoke thusly: “But | will pay that |
have vowed, salvation is of the Lord.
Andthe Lord spoke unto the fish (yes
spoke to the fish) and it vomited out
Jonahuponthedryland.” (Jonah 2: 9-
10). This was a deliverance of Jonah
during his life span upon the earth,
and he very clearly and emphatically
stated ‘‘salvation is of the Lord’’, and
ifitis of the Lord, man has nothing to
do with it in bringing it to pass.

As previously stated ‘““Salvation is
always spoken of in the singular in
whatever circumstances it is spoken
of. Itwould notbe expedient to herein
quoteall, but will call your attentionto
afew of the more powerful passages,
it seems, both in the Old and New
Testament. ‘“The Lord is my strength
and song, and he is become my SAL-
VATION: he is my God and | will pre-
pare him an habitation; my Father’s
God, and | will exalt him.” (Exodus
15:2). ““He also shall be my SALVA-
TION for an hypocrite shall not come
before him.” (Job13:16). ‘“‘Behold God
is my SALVATION; I will trust and not
be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my
strength and my song; he also is be-
come my SALVATION; (Isaiah 12:2).
“He that is our God is the God of
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SALVATION, etc. ““ (Psalms 68:20).
“But Israel shall be saved in the Lord
with an everlasting SALVATION; ye
shall notbe ashamed nor confounded,
world without end.” (Isaiah 45:17).
These are a few of the Old Testament
passages testifying to the truth “Sal-
vation is of the Lord”. The Old Testa-
ment scriptures are just as important
asthe Newforthe benefitoftheLord’s
people. Foritis written, ‘“‘All scripture
is given by the inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righ-
teousness: that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.” (2nd Tim. 3:16-17).
Now to the New Testament for afew
scriptures concerning ‘“Salvation”.
“Neitheris theresalvationinany other,
for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby
we must be SAVED. (Acts 4:12). “And
in nothing terrified by your adversar-
ies; whichis tothemanevidenttoken
of perdition; but to you of SALVA-
TION, and that of God”. (Phil. 1:28).
Paul speakinghere of the adversaries
of the saints at Phillippi, giving a to-
ken that they (the adversaries) were
thoseincluded whothe Lord spoke of
thusly: “While | was with them in the
world, | kept them in thy name, those
that thou gavest me | have kept; and
none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition: (the adversary) that the
scriptures might be fulfilled.” (John
17:12). And Paul spoke of themin this
manner: “Let no man deceive you by
any means; forthatday shallnotcome
exceptthere come afallingaway first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the

son of perdition.” (2nd Thes. 1:3).
Herein is described those that were
not chosen to be vessels of mercy
before the world began. Now, latter
part of Phil. 1:28, “But to you (the
saints) of salvation and that of God.”
Hereagainwefindthat SALVATIONis
alone oftheLord, and noonewillever
know anything (fromthe heart) of this
great truth except the Lord’s elect.
And they all, without the loss of one
will receive that gift of eternal life.
“Forthewages of sinis death; butthe
giftof God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23). A very
prominent scripture quoted, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God; notof works leastanyman should
boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9). Here again we
have “SALVATION” (one) and that by
the grace of God. Nothing here indi-
catedthatthereis salvationinvarious
natures or times. No separation be-
tween ‘“time” and “eternal”’. Just
“saved by Grace”.

Againthe words of the Apostle Paul,
“Who hath (past tense-already done)
saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works,
butaccordingtohis own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began, but is
now made manifest by the appearing
of our SaviourJesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the
gospel.” (2nd Tim. 1:9-10). Inthe mind
and purpose of God, we were savedin
His Son before the world began, hav-
ing our names written in the Book of
Life by God Himself, butis made mani-
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festtoeach one whenthey areborn of
the Spirit. Jesus spoke of this and
how it is accomplished with these
words: “Verily, verily, | say unto you,
the hour is coming and now is, when
the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear shall
live.” (John 5:25). This voice, whichis
the “living word”’ (Jesus) is heard in
the heart ofthe individualtowhomitis
spoken. The prophet Ezekiel spoke
this way: “A new heart also will | give
you, and a new spirit will | put within
you; and | will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and | will give
youan heart of flesh. And I will put my
spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep
my judgments and do them.” (Ezek.
36: 26-27). And no matter how much
“religion” one seems to have, and
may appear to have the truth inword,
butifitis justinthe headand notinthe
heart, the Lord will not hear the sup-
plication made unto Him. For Paul
wrote: “Who hath also made us able
ministers of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit; forthe letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” (2nd
Cor. 3:6) And again, “For he is not a
Jew, which is one outwardly; neither
isthatcircumcision, whichis outward
intheflesh; buthe is a Jew,whichone
inwardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the
letter; whose praise is not of men, but
of God.” (Rom. 2:28-29).

“Ye must be born again” are the
words of our Lord and Master and
‘“except a man be born of water (not
fleshly baptism, but the washing of
regeneration)and ofthe Spirithe can-

not enter into the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5). Andfurther, “Thatwhichis
born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
(John 3:6). The nature of the flesh is
not changed in the new birth, so that
following being born of the spirit, the
flesh is not better able to produce
good works than it was before. Paul
certified this when he said: “For |
know that in me (that is in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not.” (Rom.
7:18). So if there be nothing good in
the flesh, how could it perform any
good works? Isaiah wrote: “But we
are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousness are as filthy rags; and
we all do fade as a leaf; and our inig-
uities like the wind, have taken us
away.” (Ilsa. 64:6). Paul again said:
“Now if | do that | would not it is no
more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth
inme.” (Rom. 7:20). It was that inward
man within Paul, as well as any other
child of God, that caused him and
enabled him to serve God. “| thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
So then with the mind | myself serve
the law of God, but with the flesh the
law of sin.” (Rom. 7:25).

Certainly faithwithout works is dead,
and because we have been brought
into the marvelous light of the Son of
God, the responsibility of the child of
Godis thathe mightserve the trueand
living God. Not in order that he might
receive the blessing, for the blessing
always comes first. Our obedience is
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are
enabled to do these things ‘“‘because
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of”’ and not ““in order to”. The bless-
ing is in having the desire from the
Lord for the things pertaining to prac-
tical godliness. Grace produces the
fruits of the Spirit. Paul said, “And if
by grace, then it is no more of works;
otherwise graceis nomoregrace. But
if it be of works, then is it no more
grace: otherwise work is no more
work.” (Rom.11:6). There are nocon-
ditions in what God had done for his
people, and nothing we do atany time
will bring God under obligation to do
forus.

ThelLordsaid: “Solikewise, ye,when
ye shall have done all those things
which are commanded you, say, we
are unprofitable servants; we have
done only that which was our duty to
do.” (Luke 17:10). Does this sound
like we should receive some of the
glory? Or receive blessings for that
whichwedointheflesh?No, notatali.
Inthe latter verses of the first chapter
of 1st Corinthians, the Apostle notes
several things what God had done,
and what man cannot do, then says
“that noflesh should glory in his pres-
ence, and he that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord.”

Oh, that | may be counted worthy,
not of my own worth, but by the blood
of the Lamb, to be numbered with
those who will, when the Lord comes
again with a shout, and the voice of
the archangel, to raise the dead from
the graves, meetthe Lordinthe clouds,
taken above to that city which hath
foundations, whose builderand maker
is God, eternal in the heavens, and
this vile body will be fashioned like
unto the glorious body of the Son of

God, according to the working
whereby He is able even to subdue all
things unto Himself, world without
end. Amen and Amen.

Submitted in love by the
leastest, if one at all,
Elder Robert L. Miles

SPACEMEN FIND UNIVERSE’S
LOST DAY-IN BEGINNING
OF PROGRAM

e ysteriousevents inspaceex-

41| ploration found a missing

2ALY| day onthe universeto prove
supernatural phenomena, reportedin
the Bible but classified as myths by
many scientists and students of reli-
gion, according to a long-term space
program consuitant.

Space program consultants in or-
bital mechanics for 11 years - since
the Mercury-Gemini program began,
said God gave the missing day to
Joshua and Isaih.

Mysterious events took place as
astronauts and space scientists in
the space Astronomy Laboratory at
the University of Wisconsin, checked
positions of the sun, moon and plan-
ets 100 and 1,000 years from now.

“WE HAVE TO KNOW THIS, so we
don’t send a satellite up and have it
bump into something later on its or-
bits. We have to lay out the orbits in
terms of the life of the satellite and
where the planets will be, sothe whole
thing will not bog down.”

Astronauts and space scientists re-
portedly ran the computer measure-
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ment back and forth over the centu-
ries and it came to a halt, then the
computer stopped and a red signal
indicated something was wrong, ei-
therwith informationfed intothe com-
puter orthe results as compared with
the standards.

Theservice department checked out
the computerand computer program-
ming by the space team, thenreported,
“Its perfect.”

Nobody was able to explain ‘‘a day
missing in space in elapsed time,”
but a space team member referred
them toJoshua10: 12-13 inthe Bible.
The biblical reference tells of God
stopping the onslaught of the night-
fall to give Joshua ‘‘about a day” of
extra daylight to help his army over-
power the enemy.

SPACEMEN CHECKED the comput-
ers, going backintothetime of Joshua
and found their calculations were
close - but not close enough. The
elapsedtimemissinginJoshua’s day
was 23 hours and 20 minutes - not a
whole day.

The space consultant said astro-
nauts and scientists remained puzzled
and “still in trouble because if you
can’taccountfor40 minutesinspace
science,you’llbeintrouble1,000years
from now; 40 minutes had to be found
because it can be multiplied many
times overin orbits.” The space team
was then referred to Il Kings 20: 3-10
when God “Let the shadow return
backward 10 degrees forlsaiah”. Ten
degrees is exactly 40 minutes. Twenty-
three hours and twenty minutes in
Joshua, plus forty minutes in ll Kings
make the missing twenty-four hours

the space travelers had to log in the
log-book as the missing day on the
universe.

EDITORIAL
WHEN THE LORD SHALL
COME AGAIN

From Zion’s Landmark 1976

“So Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many; and unto
them that look for Him shall He
appear the second time without
sin unto salvation.” Heb. 9:28.

a| eis coming the second time
8| without sin unto salvationin
ts.d| glorious celestial splendor.
Th|s is taught, it is said in twenty-
three of the twenty-seven books of
the New Testament and by all the
writers. In fact, the main emphasis in
the Old Testament is on the prophecy
of His first coming, and in the New
Testament the emphasis is on His
actual coming the first time and the
promise that He will return again the
second time to gather His blood-
bought jewels and carry them home
that where He is that they may be also.

How shall He come? He shall come
visibly. Revelation 1:7 reads, “‘Behold,
He cometh with clouds; andevery eye
shall see Him.” He will appear bodily,
because in Phil. 3:21 it is recorded,
“Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto His glo-
rious body.” So, this time He will not
onlyappear visibly, butevery eye shall
see Him. Thistime He willappearinan
incorruptible,immortal, glorified body,
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and the precious promise is that He
will raise His blood-bought jewels ina
glorified body like unto His own that
Paul referred to as incorruptible, im-
mortal, and spiritual. Paul makes it
clear that it is the same body, but it
has been changed and fashioned like
unto that of Christ Himself. That,
surely, is sufficient for the elect lady
who is embraced in this hope. Who
will be with Him? | Thes. 3:13 says,
“WITH ALL HIS SAINTS.” That “He
may stablishyourhearts unblameable
in holiness before God, even our Fa-
ther, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ WITH ALL HIS SAINTS.” Mat-
thew 25:31 records, “WITH ALL THE
HOLY ANGELS.” He says, “When the
Son of man shall come in His glory,
and ALL THE HOLY ANGELS with
Him, thenshall He sit uponthe throne
of Hisglory.” Andsoitis clearthatHe
will not reappear in a body showing
those nail pierced hands and feet, but
in a glorious, glorified body. He will
have the redeemed of the Lord with
Him; Hewill raisethese bodies intoan
immortal state and reunite the soul,
body, and spirit of every saint.

Matt. 25:32 reads, “And before Him
shall be gathered all nations; and He
shall separate them one from another,
as ashepherddivideth his sheep from
the goats.” He will appear suddenly. |
Cor. 15:52-55 says, ‘‘In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality. So when this cor-

ruptible shall have putonincorruption
and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in victory. O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?” And so the complete
victory (the final destruction of the
last enemy, death) will not have been
won until these saints are raised in
the same glory in which their Master
now enjoys.

He will appear, not only suddenly,
butalso unexpectedly. Matt. 24: 37-39
has left onrecord. ‘‘But as the days of
Noe were, so shall also the coming of
the Son of Man be. For as the days
that were before the fiood they were
eating and drinking, marryingand giv-
ing in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the Ark. And knew not
until the flood came, and took them all
away; so shall also the coming of the
Son of Man be.” It is also a complete
secretas tothe time, forthe angels do
not know, neither does the Son, but
the Father only. (See Matt. 24:36, also
Mark 13:32). The promise is untothem
who look for His appearing.

Il Peter 3:10, “But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night;
in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up.” What
does the scripture say will take place
when He comes? | Thes. 4: 16-18
records, ‘“For the Lord Himself shall
descend from Heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and
withthe trump of God: and thedeadin
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Christ shall rise first. Then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Where-
fore comfort one another with these
words.”

For one who hopes he has felt His
presence just for a few minutes here
in time, it is a great comfort to hope
that we may be in that number so that
we may be not only with Him justa few
minutes as it is here, but will be with
Him forever. It will not be as it is
promised here, in a world where you
shall have tribulations, but where you
will have perfect and continual peace
forever, for where Christ is there is
peace. He promised while here on
earth that His people will be forever
withthe Lord. Itis, indeed, something
with which we are comforted and in
which we comfort one another when
one is blest with the same spirit that
Paul was when he wrote this epistle.

The question was asked, What will
take place atthe second coming? The
great thingthat this electlady is inter-
ested in is the resurrection. St. John
5:28, 29 reads, ‘“Marvel not at this: for
the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear His
voice, and shall come forth; they that
have done good untothe resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil
unto the resurrection of damnation.”
This eternal life is based on an inher-
itance, and an inheritance is not
worked for. Toreceive aninheritance,
one must be born into it. This elect
lady has done good that was ap-
pointed unto her, as all the children of

God have done. They do not do this
for reward, but it is because the spirit
of Christ is worked in them, and His
Spirit bears witness with their Spirit
that they are the children of God. IT is
strictly by inheritance. Again, St. Matt.
25:34 has said, “Then shall the King
say untothem onHis righthand, Come
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation oftheworld.” Sinceitwas
by inheritance and was prepared be-
forethe foundation of theworld, works
were excluded. That is, the condi-
tional works of the flesh are certainly
excluded. But, the work that His Spirit
works in you also bears witness with
your spirit. It keeps you nourished,
aliveandwellinthe Lord Jesus Christ.
This is a spiritual work under consid-
eration in the scripture mentioned
above. This applies tothosewho have
done good. The Lord burns out any
trustin conditional, self works in this
electlady, so she would have no con-
fidence in them. This would be true
even if Isaiah had not said they were
asworthless as ‘“filthy rags.” SeeIsa.
64:6. His people, the elect lady, are
made perfect in every good work to
do His will, workinginthem that which
is well pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ. See Hebs. 13:21.

Peter explains this inheritance ex-
ceedingly well in | Peter 1:3, 4:
“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which accord-
ing to His abundant mercy hath be-
gotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to aninheritance incorrupt-
ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
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notaway, reserved in heavenforyou.”
This reinforces the other scripture
thatis his by inheritance,and thatitis
reserved in heaven for you; also, that
while this elect lady is still here inthe
world that she does not keep herself,
but she is kept by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation. See 1st
Peter 1:5. Jesus is portrayed in the
scripture as the elder brother of this
elect lady, and so as the resurrection
was with Him, so exactly will it be with
her, the church. The reader will notice
that all this is done by the abundant
mercy of God.

As stated before, no man knoweth
the time of His coming, but there is
some reference made inthe scripture
concerning it. This is found in Heb.
10:37: “For yet a little while, and He
that shall come will come, and will not
tarry.” Counting time as God does, it
may be centuries yet before Christ
comes, ‘yet only a little while” on
God’s calendar. For in Il Peter 3:8,
“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this
one thing, that one day is with the
Lord as athousandyears, and athou-
sand years as one day.”

The scriptures give abundant proof
of Christ’s resurrection. One place is
found in |1 Cor. 15:6: “After that, he
was seen of above five hundred breth-
renatonce.” Afterthat He was seen of
all the Apostles. Paul says He was
seen of him also as of one born out of
due time, for he considered himself
the least of the apostles. See | Corn.
5:8,9.

Thereis muchdiscussionaboutwith
what body shall it be raised, or in
whichitshall comeforth. Paulsaysin

1Cor.15:42-44: ““So also is the resur-
rection of the dead. It is sown in cor-
ruption; itis raised inincorruption: It
is sown in dishonour; it is raised in
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is
raised in power: It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body.:
There is a natural body, and thereis a
spiritual body.” That “IT” is referring
back to the body that is sown in the
grave. It is changed, but not ex-
changed.

The reference to the elect lady is
taken from Il John 1:1: “The elder
unto the elect lady, and her children,
whom 1 love in the truth; and not |
only, butalsoallthey that have known
the truth.” This elect lady referred to
here, of course, is the church. She is
always given in the feminine gender.
She is a chosen generation who ob-
tains her salvation and her keeping
here in time by inheritance and by
promise through faith and by grace.
She has been taught by experience
here in time that her salvation is en-
tirely and completely by grace and
not by works. Her great hope is that
the Lord will appear from time to time
in order that she may be kept alive
spiritually by the renewing ofthe Holy
Ghost and of your mind. She, also,
earnestly hopes that she may be kept
as Peter wrote about, for she knows
full well that she cannot keep herself.
As she gets olderinyears hereintime
her great interest is in the resurrec-
tion. Paul says, “And if Christ be not
risen, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain.” | Cor. 15:14.
Also, “Thentheyalsowhicharefallen
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asleep in Christ are perished.” | Cor.
15:18.

As we have previously said, the evi-
denceis overwhelming, forintwenty-
three of the twenty-seven books in
the New Testament the resurrection
is referred to. Christ was seen by all
the Apostles and by overfive hundred
brethren, not just 500 witnesses as
some quote it. See | Cor. 15:6. The
evidences are rich to this elect lady,
especiallyas she grows olderinyears.
She hopes to see her Master face to
face and know that she is His forever.
HerBridegroom has conquered death,
hell, and the grave for her. More than
all she wants, or desires, the final
evidence on that glorious morning
whenshe can know inthe everlasting
joy of God that her hope has now
become areality and that herfaith has
become sight. How we long for this!
Paul’s writing confirms that it is the
same body that is sown that will also
be raised in a glorified state like unto
that of her Master, that the same body
thatis sownindishonourwillbe raised
in glory. The evidence is that she will
know of a truth that it is she herself
whoisraised. That her body has been
changed and that it has not been ex-
changed, forshewants toknow Christ,
indeed, and know that she is His for-
ever.

George A. Fulk
December17,1975

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS9/93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

VOICES OF THE PAST

Zion’s Landmark
Jan.1, 1932

My dear Brother Dodson,

a| ourgood letterwas received
induetime and much appre-
s=—Hii| ciated. Yes, my brother, Jo-
seph is a very bright type of Jesus,
our blessed Lord and Saviour. We
find in Genesis, 37th Chapter, that
Jacobloved Joseph more than all his
brethren, and he made him a coat of
many colors and when his brethren
saw that he was loved so much of his
father, they hated him. Joseph’s con-
ductwas notthe cause of their hatred,
but the love of his father. So it is and
always has been that the dislike the
world has for Jesus and His dear
people is not because of wrong do-
ing, but because of the love of God
manifest in them. The more Jesus
manifested the love and powerof God,
the more they hated Him and sought
to destroy Him, and it is so today that
the more the love of God that is mani-
fest in the Lord’s dear people, the
morethe worldly minded hate them. It
is not men that the world hates, but
God. Jesus said they have hated me,
they will also hate you; showing that
the hatred for the disciples was be-
cause of the Spirit of Christ in them.
The carnal mind is enmity against
God. The world is full of religion, but
Jesus is not loved by the world any
better than He was when He was on
earthinHis human body; buthe whom
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his brethren hated proved to be their
saviour from starvation they came to
him in their time of need. He knew
them, 42nd chapter and 8th verse
reads, ‘“and Joseph knew his breth-
ren, butthey knew not him.” They did
not know to whom they were appeal-
ing. Some natural causes occurtome
as a reason why they did not know
him. He was a boy of seventeen years
when they last saw him. Now he is a
full grown man. Then they had sold
himtobe aservantandif they hadany
idea that he was alive they supposed
he was a servant. But Joseph knew
them. They were men when he last
saw and had not changed as he had,
and they never would have known
him had he not made himself known
to them. So Jesus knows His people
or brethren. They have not changed.
They are the same old sinners they
have always been, the difference be-
ing that they feel their poverty now
and come to Him as beggars. God
brought the famine that caused
Joseph’s brethren to come to him,
and God brings the famine in the soul
of Jesus’ brethren that brings themto
Him, and they find that all their good
works are rejected as the money of
Joseph’s brethren was returned in
theirsacks’ mouths,andtheyaregiven
what they ask for and more, for they
are brought into the land over which
their own brother is governor and
given the best land and furnished all
they need without money and without
price. Do not these things preach in
typethe doctrinedearto God’s people
today? Salvation by grace without
the deeds of the law? Though they

have a righteousness it is of the law
and Jesus will not have it. The only
righteousness acceptable is the righ-
teousness which is of God by faith,
and this is the perfect obedience of
Jesus Christ which He gives poor
sinners. The faith to see is by Him
imputed tothem. So they say notunto
us, O Lord, but to Thy name give
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth’s
sake. Notwithstanding the great sin
of Joseph’s brethren against him, he
evenafterwards dealt kindly withthem,
and so, despite the sin of Christ’s
brethren against God, the conse-
qguences of which Jesus has bornein
His own body onthe tree, yet He deals
kindly, mercifully, lovingly, all suffi-
ciently and constantly with them.
David truly said His mercy endureth
forever. O, that men would praise the
Lord everywhere for His goodness
and for His mercy unto the children of
men.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say
so.
Elder Joshua T. Rowe

PSALM 15.

LORD, who shall abide in thy taber-
nacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

He that walketh uprightly, and
worketh righteousness, and speaketh
the truth in his heart.

Hethat backbiteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor
taketh up a reproach against his
neighbour.

In whose eyes a vile person is con-
temned; but he honoureth them that
fear the Lord. He that sweareth to own
hurt, and changeth not.

He that putteth not out his money to
usury, nor taketh reward against the
innocent. He that doeth these things
shall never be moved.
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From Elder Lamberts book,
“Tried In The Furnace’'.

LIGHT AND TRUTH
Signs of the Times, August, 1945

“O send out thy light and thy
truth: let them lead me; let them
bring me unto thy holy hill, and to
thy tabernacles.” Psalms 43:3.

pgpmlight and
gl trutharethe
il | prerequi-
sites of one whowor-
ships God in spirit

. and in truth. Neither
: this light nor truth is
eLoEREL. Lameert  @Mongthe character-
istics composing the natural man as
born of awoman. This light and truth
is foolishness to natural reasoning
for “the natural manreceiveth notthe
things of the Spirit of God: forthey are
foolishness unto him.” this light and
truth cannot be acquired by study
becauseinthesame versejust quoted
the scripture says: ‘“neither can he
know them, because they are spiritu-
ally discerned.” Then it behooves
God'’s peopletolooktoanothersource
- other than themselves - for light or
truth. Then they are made to pray to
God for both light and truth. Both
light and truth must be present at the
same time in order that the saint of
God be enabled to joyfully praise God
in sincerity. “Then will | go unto the
altar of God, unto God my exceeding
joy: yea, upon the harp will | praise
thee, O God, my God”’ (Psalms 43:4).

Thetruthisfoolishness to the natural
man and unless accompanied by the
light cannotbe appreciated. The truth
is that God determined “the end from
the beginning, and fromancienttimes
the things that are not yet done, say-
ing My counsel shall stand, and | will
doall my pleasure.” He doeth accord-
ing to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can stay His hand, or
say unto Him, What doest thou?
Unless this light accompanies this
truth to show us our inability and it
lieth notinmantodirect his steps and
that all things work together for good
to them who love God we cannot
realize his sovereignty norappreciate
this truth. The truth is, God chose His
people in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world; that His people are
the elect according to the foreknowl-
edgeof God. As Johnputsit, “ye have
not chosen me, but | have chosen
you.” Unless we are in possession of
the light that reveals our inability to
choose good things and that we natu-
rally take darkness for light and light
for darkness we cannot believe or
appreciate the truth. The truth is that
“by grace are ye saved through faith;
andthat not of yourselves; itis the gift
of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Eph. 2: 8,9). Until we
are enlightened to the fact that the
carnal mind is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be, and
with men it is impossible; but with
God all things are possible, we can-
not believe this truth. Our seeming
ability vanishes when the light mani-
fests the gross darkness of our rea-
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soning abilities. We are made to real-
ize that God begins this work in us.

Unless we are shown in our experi-
ence that we are not able to perform it
after God has begunitin us we would
be as the foolish Galatians. “Areye so
foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye nowmade perfectbythe flesh?”
Yes, it is needful that we undergo
experiences as Paul, “towillis present
with me: but howto perform that which
is good | find not,” before we can
realize the truth that “it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure.” Peter was in
possession of the will to stand by
Jesus Christ; yea, to gowith Himeven
to prison and in death, though He be
slain; yet it was necessary that they
go through the sad experience of de-
nying Christ, cursing and swearing,
in order to convert him that it took
more than the will to enable him to
confess Jesus Christ. Peter learned
that God must enable him with the
Spirit and truth in each experience
before he could truly worship Jesus.
The fact that he knew Him was not
sufficient in this trial. It takes such
experiences as these toenlightenand
convertthe individual to the truth that
he cannot of himself do anything that
is good in any part of the journey of
the saint of God, and to bring about
the confidence thus, ‘“Being confi-
dent of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you, will
perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” Then he is convinced that
salvation, in any phase, is solely by
grace.

Thetruthis clearly expressedinthe
scriptures thus, “Soshall myword be

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which | please,
and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto | sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). The
scriptures pointedly teach that the
prerequisite forentrance intothe king-
dom of God is a radical transforma-
tion wrought by the Spirit of God
Himself. And since this work on the
soul is sovereign and supernatural, it
may be granted or withheld accord-
ing to the good pleasure of God. Con-
sequently, salvation to whomsoever
it may be granted is entirely of grace.
The born-again person comes to see
that Jesus is inreality “‘theauthorand
finisher of ourfaith’ (Heb.12:2). When
Jesus said, ‘‘Lazarus, come forth,” a
mighty powerwent withthe command
and gave effect to it. Lazarus prob-
ably was not conscious of any other
than his own power working in him,
but when he was enlightened to the
situation he undoubtedly saw that he
had been called into life wholly by
divine power. God’s power was pri-
mary - his was secondary and would
never have been exerted except in
response tothe divine. The truthis as
Paul teaches, that believers are not
under law, but under grace. “For sin
shall not have dominion overyou: for
ye are not under the law, but under
grace’’ (Rom. 6:14). Sin cannot cause
their downfall for they are under a
system of grace and are not treated
according to their deserts. “And if by
grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace”
(Rom. 11:6).“Because the law worketh
wrath: for where no law is, there is no
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transgression’ (Rom. 4:15). “Forwith-
outthe law, sinwas dead’’ (Rom. 7:8).
Thatis, wherethelawis abolished sin
can no longer subject the person to
punishment. ‘“Ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of Christ”
(Rom. 7:4). The one who attempts to
earn even the smallest part of his
salvation by works becomes “a debtor
to do the whole law.” (That is to ren-
der perfect obedience in his own
strength and thus earnsalvation) Gal.
5:3.

When God sees fit to chastise His
children by temporarily withdrawing
His Holy Spirit or His providential
mercies, or His light and truth - the
poor child of God is corrected and
converted from any trust or confi-
dence in himself and will again by
praying to God (not to himself) for
both light and truth. This is the truth
as proclaimed in the scriptures but
light must accompany this truth be-
foreitcan be believed or appreciated.
Jesus said, ‘I am the way, and the
truth, and the life”’ (John 14:6). If you
contend that you are any part of that
way you deny the words of Jesus.
“The Spirit of truth, will guide youinto
alltruth,” (John 16:13) and will enable
you to realize that Jesus is the truth.
Yes, Jesus is the life. Whenthe divine
operation of God’s Holy Spiritis inac-
tive the individual is dead as far as
ability to do good is concerned. My
experience harmonizes with Paul’s
experiencewhen he said, “l die daily.”
We are made torealize that God must
workin us both towill and to do of His
good pleasure before we can walk
godly in this present world. When

God sends forth His light it manifests
man’s righteousness as filthy rags in
God’s sight. Thus this life in and of
ourselves that we have had confi-
dencein has been worked outas God
works in us both to will and to do of
His good pleasure. The farmer works
in his crop and thus works our the
obnoxious weeds and everything else
that hinders his crop. Man’s confi-
dence in his own righteousness or
anything of himself that he depends
upon for salvation, whetherintime or
for eternity, must be worked out or
abolished.

The truth is, that we do not reach
perfectionin this presentlife; thatevil
is mixed with all we do, and that the
children of God must be delivered (in
the future) out of this bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberties
of the children of God. Unless this
lightshines into our hearts and makes
ustoseeourvile nature, thefilthiness
of our own righteousness and the
imperfection of all our deeds, we can-
not realize this truth. We are mortal
creatures hoping someday to be
raised as immortal. We are corrupt-
ible desiring to be clothed with
incorruption. We are natural and yet
carnal but we have hopes of being
made spiritual. The natural blood runs
through ourveins nowwhichinspires
our fleshly lusts, but we trustin some
wonderful way that the spirit of eter-
nal life will replace the natural blood
we now possess when we become
residents of that eternal city not made
with hands.

Eider E.J. Lambert
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ECCLESIASTES 5: 19-20.

Every man also to whom God hath
given
riches and wealth, and hath given him
power to eat thereof, and to take his
portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this
is the gift of God.

For he shall not much remember the
days of his life; because God answereth
him in the joy of his heart.

MEETINGS

CONTENTNEAPRIMITIVE
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

he Lord willing, the next
session of the Contentnea
Primitive Baptist Associa-
tlon WI|| be held with Red Banks Primi-
tive Baptist Church, Greenville, North
Carolina on October 9-10, 1993. All
who believe and love the doctrine of
salvation by grace are invited.

Forlocation of Church refer tomap
contained inthe 1992 ContentneaMin-
utes.

Gene Lupton
Association Clerk

EASTERN KEHUKEE ASSOCIATION

od willing, the Eastern
Kehukee Association will

enex®| convene on Saturday Oct.
2nd and Sunday Oct. 3rd with Oid
SpartaChurchwhichislocatedonRt.
42 in Old Sparta, N.C. If traveling by
Williamston, N.C. take Rt. 64 westand
turn left on Rt. 42. If traveling by

Tarboro take Rt. 64 eastand turnright
on Rt. 42, The Church is about 5 or 6
miles from Rt. 64 on the right hand
side. We invite all who love the Doc-
trineand who are of like precious faith

to come and visit with us.

M.W. Lupton
AssociationClerk

SAINTS REST PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH AT DALLAS, TEXAS

aints Rest Primitive Baptist
Church, 2710 Engle Street,

E~tttl| Dallas, Texas invites all
brethren andfriends tomeetwithusin
our annual three-day fall meeting.

The Lord willing, the meeting will
begin at 7:30 P.M. on Friday, October
29, 1993, and continue through the
fifth Sunday, October 31, 1993.

Telephone numbers for contact:
Deacon Frank D. Richards, 817-467-
0005

Elder C.C. Morris, 903-769-4822
DeaconDean G.Connell, 214-298-8068

SOUTH ARKANSAS
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

he One Hundred Fifty Sec-
ond Annual meeting of the

2l South Arkansas Primitive
Baptlst Association is to be held
with Pilgrim Rest Church, Dallas
County, Arkansas September 18-
19, 1993. The Pilgrim Rest Church
is located off Highway 167 North of




214

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Fordyce, Arkansas. Take 273 about
1/2mile to church. Sessionbegins on
Saturday before the third Sunday in
September (September 18-19, 1993
Saturday and Sunday.)

We invite all brothers and sisters
andfriends and especially all preach-
ing brothers to come and be with us.

In bonds of love,

Frances Townley, Church Clerk
301 Trout Street

Benton, Arkansas 72015

Phone 501-776-2726

SOUTH OUACHITA ASSOCIATION

=| he South Ouachita Associa-

| tion will be held, the Lord
28| willing, on Saturdayand Sun-
day, September 25 & 26, 1993.

New Hope Church, located at
Spearsville, La., will hostthe associa-
tion. All lovers of the truth are invited
to come and be with us.

Ned Barron,
Association Clerk
318-778-4217

CONTRIBUTIONS
Mrs. Ruth Dubois, NY ............... $5.00
Don & Hazel Garland, MD ......... 25.00
W.C.Lake, FL ...cccocoovviirrrreererennenns 2.00
James O. Whaling, OH................ 2.00
Eld. J.Y.McCormick, FL ............. 7.00

AW.King,NC........c.cocevvriirine 2.00

Mrs. Alice Gibson, VA ................. 2.00
Mrs. Margaret Smothers, NC ...... 2.00
A Friend, NC .................... eneerrenees 7.00
Wallace E. Harvey, WV ................ 5.00
H.C.Brown,VA.......cccooverrmmmrmnnnnnn. 2.00
Mrs. Ida Taylor, MD ................... 10.00
Charlie FOx, AR .....cocerveenerierreeenes 4.00
Mrs. Jesse, NC ......cccccvvveveierennenns 2.00
Mrs. Mary D. Stanfield, VA .......... 2.00
Mrs. Lessie W. Tilley, NC ............ 5.00
Mrs. W.L. Simmons, VA .............. 2.00
Howard Peters, VA .........ccceeeun...e. 2.00
H.P.Conner,VA .......ccoccivninrenennns 2.00
Mrs.N.Hunt, VA ...........coververeeens 2.00
OBITUARIES
CLARENCE ALFRED HUSTON

*3| larence Alfred Huston was
84| called from this world De-
nuatl| cember 15, 1992. It is with a
lonely heart and a mind full of memo-
ries that | begin to write his obituary.
He was my husband, companion, and
a brother and deacon of Little Creek
Old School Baptist Church near
Delmar, Delaware, where he attended
faithfully until the time of his last ill-
ness.

He was the son of the late Frank
Anstine and Bessie Brooks Huston
and was born June 26, 1910 near
Seaford, Delaware.

Clarence and | were married Sep-
tember 22,1934 by the late ElderH. C.
Kerr.We were blessed to become par-
ents of three children. Survivingarea
son, Richard E.and adaughter, Norma
R. Dukes. One son, Raymond A., died
March 6, 1952. Three grand-daugh-
ters alsoremainand one great-grand-
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daughter. He is greatly missed by all
of us, but we feel to say “May God’s
Will Be Done.” Our Lord makes us
willing in the day of his power.

When Clarence and I first metin the
spring of 1930 he had never heard of
the Old School or Primitive Baptist
religion. | had attended Broad Creek
Church near Laurel, Delaware, with
my parents since | was born.
Clarence’s home town of Seaford was
only seven miles from our town of
Laurel, but he didn’t know there were
anysuchchurchesinexistence.When
| first began to tell him about my
church, | mentioned that | felt quite
sure he wouldn’t like it, as it was
different from churches of other be-
liefs. | also mentioned we had no mu-
sic, and he probably wouldn’t be able
to sing our hymns. lalsoassured him
we didn’t try to pressure people into
believing the way we did. However,
before we were married he did start
going with me to church sometimes,
and he did sing. )

He was brought up by parents of
another belief, and after we were mar-
ried we attended his church for a few
years except the one Sunday each
month when there was a service at
Broad Creek. Then Iwould tell him he
didn’t have to go with me if he would
rather stay home, that | would under-
stand. Anyway, most of the time he
went, but later he gradually began to
find fault with the preaching at his
church and other forms of their prac-
tice. As timewent onhe nolongerhad
a desire to go to his former church,
and foranumber of years we attended
all the churches of the Salisbury As-

sociation. We helped with yearly meet-
ings and associations and enjoyed
having church people in our home.
We were not members, but everybody
treated us as though we were. How-
ever the time came when both of us
wanted to be baptized and we went
forward and were received into fel-
lowship of Little Creek Church onthe
fourth Sunday of March 1975. Elder
J.T. Prescott was serving, following
the death of our former pastor, Elder
Arthur Warren. We were baptized April
1 ofthe following week by Elder James
Poole.

Clarence never talked much about
religion, but believed in salvation by
the grace of God and grew to love the
Old School Baptist people. For sev-
eral years we had the pleasure of vis-
iting brethren and churches of some
of the other states and Canada and
met many lovely people and were
blessed to have several of them visit
in our home.

He had surgeryforcancerthreeyears
ago and since then other changes in
his health followed. His funeral was
conducted December 19, 1992, at
Yates and Watson Funeral Home in
Seaford by his pastor, Elder C.B. Davis.
ElderJulianWilliams alsoread ahymn
and made some comments. Burial fol-
lowed in Odd Fellows Cemetery,
Seaford. -

May we be reconciledto feelthatour
loss was his gain.

Written with love and gratitude
for blessings shared,

Elsie Huston
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SISTERJULIADORELLA
SPENCERNESTER

3| ethechurchatLiberty deeply
': feeltheloss of ourdearfriend,

BE| Sister Julia Dorella Spencer
Nester It pleased ourHeavenly Father
toremove herfrom our midstonJanu-
ary 24, 1993. She was very faithful to
fill her seat at Liberty Church as long
as her health permitted her to, we
miss her very much.

Sister Dorella was born September
25,1906, and was the daughter of the
late Joe Ben and Minnie Ingram Spen-
cer; she was a native of Henry County
butlived in West Virginia and most of
her life in Patrick County, Stuart, Vir-
ginia. She was married to Perless
Nester. He was a well devoted hus-
band to his wife during her long pe-
riod of iliness.

There was one daughter who sur-
vives, Irene Nester Willard, who made
their home together. Also she is sur-
vived by two brothers, Carl Spencer,
Vienna, Virginia; Leo Spencer,
Martinsville, Virginia; one sister, Vir-
giniaSpencer Zeigler, Stuart, Virginia;
and also one half brother, James
Cleave Shough, Patrick Springs, Vir-
ginia; four half sisters: Sister May
Shough Snider, Patrick Springs, Vir-
ginia; Fay Shough Snider, Stuart, Vir-
ginia; Rada Shough Durham, Bassett,
Virginia; Reta Shough Martin,
Archdale, North Carolina.

She was predeceased in deathby a
brother, Cecil Spencer, and half-broth-
ers, Akers Shough and Raymond
Shough.

Also surviving are two grandsons;
one great-grandson; and one great-
great-granddaughter.

Sister Julia Dorella united with Lib-
erty Church on September 1, 1961 by
experience and was baptized by Elder
Bennie Clifton moderator of Liberty
Church. Her funeral was conducted
by Elder John T. Wingfield, moderator
of Liberty Church and assisted by
Elder Randall Saunders and was held
atLiberty Church, with Moody Funeral
Home Services in charge.

She was laid to rest in the Nester
and Largen Cemetery at Laurel Fork,
Virginia on January 27, 1993.

Therefore, we the church at Liberty
Primitive Baptist resolve that three
copies of this resolution be made, one
for Churchrecords, one forthe Family
and one to be published in the Signs
of the Times, done by order of the
churchin conference May 1, 1993.

Committee of:

Elder John T. Wingfield, Moderator
Deacon Paul Puckett, Clerk
Sister Virginia Zeigler
Sister May Snider

ISAIAH 26: 1-3.

In that day shall this song be sung
in the land of Judah; We have a
strong city; salvation will God ap-
point for walls and bulwarks.

Open ye the gates, that the righ-
teous nation which keepeth the truth
may enter in.

Thouwilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on thee: be-
cause he trusteth in thee.
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STEP BY STEP

Lead me Lord just step by step
For I am lost without Thy help
Guide me with all love and might
Keep me headed in Thy light.

Lift me up and hold my hand
Or I shall stumble upon this land
Look and see my awful slight
Fix mine eyes on Salvation’s light.

Search me out of darkness here
And let me know Thou art near
Teach me in Thy ways so right
Bathe me in the Glory light.

Help me seek the King’'s highway
A road that leads to endless day
The battles of sin Lord help to
Sight

This darkness dispel with Godly
light

Tune my heart in joyful lays

That I might praise Thy righteous
ways

Remove the sin and cares of night
And let me awake in Grace’s light

Give me the Hope to rise again
Free from sin, sorrow and pain
Behold, I long to see the sight

And be with Thee in Heavenly light

Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.
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EDITORIAL

MIRACLES

| hough we
il have many
e 2| miracles of
God recorded in the
Holy Scriptures,
many of them are de-
nied by much of the
world, This denial is
- caused by unbelief; for they simply do
not believe what the Scriptures so
plainly state. They profess that they
know God, but in works they deny
him. (Titus 1:16) One sample of this is
the very first verse of Genesis. “In the
beginning God created the heavens

Elder C.C. Wilbanks

and the earth.”’ Can any thing be more
plainly written or spoken? Yet there
are many who believe it not.and some
of them are searching for how the
earth was formed, for they seem to
think that it is a part of another planet
that exploded in what they call the
‘big bang’. Even if this were so |
would want to know, Who made the
planet that exploded? However, we
know that the Scriptures were not
written to all the people of the world,
but only to the children of God who
were chosen in Jesus Christ before
the foundation of the world, and even
these do not understand what is writ-
ten until they have been born again;
“for the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him;
neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually
discerned.” All men are only earthly
and natural and not spiritual until they
have experienced the new birth. We
read2Tim, 3:16,17: “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproaof,
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” Itis
only unto the ““‘man of God’’ that | now
attempt to write, believing that most,
if not all, the readers of this are a
chosengeneration, aroyal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people, (1
Pet,2:9),and are spiritual and have the
mind of Christ. (1 Cor.2:15,16)

God created the heaven and the
earth and all that is in them. “For he
spake, and it was done: he com-
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manded, and it stood fast.”
(Ps.33:9) “He stretcheth out the
north over the empty place, and
hangeth the earth upon nothing.”
(Job 26:7) God said, “Let there be
light, and there was light.” Truly
these are miracles that no mortal can
comprehend, but by the grace of God
we are given faith to believe God's
holy record. A portion of the record is:
“He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in himself:
he that believeth not God hath
made him a liar; because he
believeth not the record that God
gave of his Son. And this is the
record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He that hath the Son hath
life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life.” (1 John
5:10,12). Who is he that believes?
only he that is given to believe. “For
unto you it is given in the behalf
of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for his
sake.” (Phil. 1:29). Who are those to
whom it is given? Are they not his
chosen children who were chosen in
his beloved Son before the founda-
tion of the world? They are the ones
Christ came into the world to redeem;
and how could he redeem them if they
were not his? for only an owner can
redeem any thing. In the 8th. chapter
of Proverbs we find that even before
the world was spoken into existence,
before God's works of old, that his
Son was with him, and his Son re-
joiced inthe habitable part of his earth;
and his delights were in the sons of
men. How was that possible? Because

with God there is not time: he is an
eternal being: all things existed in his
will and purpose before they were
ever brought into existence or came
to pass. He knew each and every per-
sonwhowould be borninto this world
even before the world was; and he
chose a certain portion of them and
gave them to his Son in covenant.
These are the body of Christ and he is
the Head; for we are told in Eph. 5:38,
“For we are members of his body,
of his flesh and of his bones.” We
readPs.139:15,16: “My substance
was not hid from thee, when Iwas
made in secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest part of the
earth. Thine eyes did see my sub-
stance, being yet unperfect; and
in thy book all my members were
written, which in continuance
were fashioned when as yet there
was none of them.” The book men-
tioned here is also mentioned in Rev.
20:15: “And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.”
The same children who were given
an eternal life in Christ before the
world were also given a life in the first
man Adam, for he is the federal head
of all mankind. Adam's wife Eve and
all his posterity were in him when he
was created from the dust of the earth
and God breathed the breath of life
into his nostrils, just as the bride of
Christ, his church, was in him; for
Adam was a figure of him that was to
come, the second man Christ. This
was a great miracle, yet it cannot be
seen nor believed by any but those
who have alifein Christ revealed unto
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them. In the second chapter of He-
brews we read: “Behold I (Jesus)
and the children which God hath
given me. Forasmuch then as the
children were partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is. the devil.” In his Godhead
Christ could notdie; therefore he must
become incarnate, because without
the shedding of blood there is no
remission of sin.(Heb.9:22). And we
read: “For verily he took not on
him the nature of angels; but he
took on him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore it behooved him to be
made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faith-
ful high priest in things pertain-
ing to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people.”
(Heb.2:16,17). As our merciful and
faithful high priest, Jesus offered him-
self aperfectsacrifice acceptable unto
God, and by one offering he hath
perfected forever them that are sanc-
tified. (Heb.10:14).

All of these things are miracles, but
now let us go to the miracie of Jesus'
birthintothe world. Isaiah prophesied
of this long before it came to pass.
“For unto us a child is born, unto
us a Son is given: and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder.”
And, “Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive, and bear a son, and shall
call hisname Emmanuel.” (Isa.9:6
& 7:14).Untomenthis wouldseemto
be impossible, and when the angel of
the Lord told the virgin Mary that she

would bring forth a son she ques-
tioned how this could be, because
she knew no man. And the angel re-
plied, “The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.” (Luke
1:35). Let me digress foramomentto
say that | believe the new birth is
brought about in this same manner,
for Jesus told Nicodemus, “Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again. The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not
tellwhence it cometh, and whither
it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit.” (John 3:7,8).
Andthe 6th. verse says, “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.” Therefore we must conclude
that no man is spiritual until the new
birth, and therefore cannot receive or
know the things that are of the Spirit
of God; certainly he cannot ask to be
born spiritually any more than he can
ask to be born of the flesh.

The birth of Christ by the virgin Mary
was indeed a marvellous miracle, and
it is celebrated throughout most of
the world even unto this time; at least
itis in pretext, for it is now little more
that a commercial venture to most of
the world. To many the birth of Christ
was good news from a far country, but
others weretroubled by it. Whenwise
men from the east followed his star
and came to Jerusalem to worship
him, saying, Where is he that is born
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King of the Jews? king Herod, the
chief priests, and all Jerusalem were
troubled at this saying, and they
sought to find and kill him; and this
continued throughouthis life on earth,
but they could not, until the appointed
time of God.

Jesus came into this world for
the purpose of saving his people from
their sins. An angel said unto Joseph,
“--and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his
people.” And Jesus said, “And
this is the Father‘s will which
hath sent me, that of all which he
hath given me I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up again
at the lastday.” But while hewas in
the world he showed forth many
miracles, some of which are recorded
for the benefit of his saints, that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto allgood works. See 2
Tim. 3:16,17 as quoted earlier. But as
John said, there are also many things
which he did, if all were written, the
world could not contain all the books
that should be written. However, God
has given us all the Scriptures that we
need, and we should search them
daily, for we are forgetful and doubt-
ing creatures. John proved this when
in prison, after baptizing the Lord and
seeing the Holy Ghost descend upon
him like a dove, by sending his dis-
ciples to ask Jesus if he was the one
that should come. or should we look
foranother? And Peterindicates that
we need to be reminded of these
things,thoughwe knowthem and are
established in the truth. (2 Pet.1:12).
Paul exhorted Timothy to, “Study to

shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” 2 Tim.2:15.Whatis the
word of truth unless it be the word of
God recorded in the Holy Scriptures?
And how could we rightly divide them
ifthey were notrecorded for ourlearn-
ing and instructions? Praise God that
he hath given them to us!

The miracles that Jesus did while
here were numerous, but | will men-
tion only a few, and comment upon
some of them, if God be willing, for |
believe you already have knowledge
of most, if not all of them.

The first was that he turned water
into wine. The second was to heal a
nobleman‘s son who was near death.
As soon as Jesus said to the noble-
man, “Go thy way; thy son liveth,”
theman believed the words that Jesus
had spoken, and he went his way, and
his son lived. Oh, how | wish | could
always have like faith, and not doubt
so often; but, alas, | do not. | know ,
however, that faith is the gift of God
and not of ourselves. (See Eph,2:8).
His apostles asked Jesus to increase
their faith, and he answered, “If ye
had faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye might say unto this sy-
camine tree, Be thou plucked up
by the root, and be planted in the
sea; and it should obey you” And
in another place he said, when
they asked why they could not
cast out a certain devil, “Because
of your unbelief: for verily I say
unto you, if ye had faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say to this mountain, Remove to
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yonder place; and it shall remove;
and nothing shall be impossible
unto you.” This should be proof
enough that we have no faith, only as
God giveth.

Jesus also healed many lepers. Lep-
rosy in the Scriptures often is a figure
of sin. One leper said, Lord, if thou
wilt, thou canst make me clean. And
Jesus put forth his hand, and touched
him, saying, “l will; be thou clean.”
And his leprosy was cleansed. It is so
often that | feel to be as that leper, and
greatly desire that Jesus reach out
and touch me. Do you at times feel
that way? or am | alone? In another
place Jesus met ten lepers who
begged for his mercy, and he healed
them, but only one returned and fell at
his feet and gave thanks: and he was
a Samaritan. Are you as this Samari-
tan, or one of the nine? If you feel that
your sins have been forgiven, and
have seen Christ as your saviour, |
feel sure that you have fell at his feet
and worshiped, and gave thanks and
praise unto God with yourwhole heart.

Jesus opened the eyes of many
who were blind. In one place his dis-
ciples askedwho had sinned, the man
or his parents, that he was born blind.
Jesus answered, “Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents: but
that the works of God should be
made manifest in him.” Notin this
case only, butin many, if not all, of the
things Jesus did made manifest the
wonderful works of God to his saints.
His works were done in the fleshly
realm, but they were typical of the
works that he would perform in the
spiritual realm. We read John 9:39:

And Jesus said, “For judgmentIam
come into this world, that they
which see not might see; and that
they which see might be made
blind.” And the Pharisees said, Are
we blind also? And Jesus answered,
“If ye were blind, ye should have
no sin: but now ye say, We see;
therefore your sins remaineth.”
The man that hath been made to see,
with a spiritual eye, has no sin, for he
is born of God and he cannot sin, for
his seed remaineth in him.(1 John
3:9). This man can see Jesus his Sav-
iour, and the things of the Spirit of
God, by the eye of faith which is
opened. Jesus did not tell the Phari-
sees that they would always be blind,
but only that their sins remained to
that time.

In Mark 7:37 we read: “And they
were beyond measure astonished,
saying, He hath done all things
well: he maketh both the deaf to
hear, and the dumb to speak.”
This was said after he had opened the
ears, and loosened the string of the
tongue of one whowas deafand dumb.
Spiritually speaking, all men are deaf and
dumb until the Holy Spirit quickens them
into spiritual life; removes the stony heart
andgivesthemaheart offlesh; putsanew
spirit within, and gives them the mind of
Christ. (See Ezek. 11:19, 1 Cor,2:16 and
Rom. 8:6,7). Only then can they hear the
Spirit, and sing praises unto God for his
mercy,andtell of his loveforpoor,undone
sinners. What a great blessing it is to be
enabledtodothesethings!Praisehis holy
name! for his mercy remaineth forevert

Jesus healed the lame also that they
might walk as natural men, but in the
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spiritual sense they became lame, as
did Jacob. Jacob walked in what he
thoughtwas his own strength until the
night he wrestled with a man until the
breaking of day. To me, Jacob in type
represents all the children of God, and
our experiences must coincide with
his if we be the children of God. In
Genesis chapter 32 we read: “And
when he saw that he prevailed not
againsthim, he touched the hollow of
his thigh: and the hollow of his thigh
was out of joint, as he wrestled with
him. And he said, Let me go for the
day breaketh. And he said, Iwillnot et
thee go, exceptthou bless me.””What
amarvellous change was made in this
old deceiver that night! | believe that
the man Jacob wrestled with repre-
sents the first or old law covenant
which was in darkness and gave no
light; but the breaking of day brings in
God's marvellous lightin the new cov-
enantofgrace. When Jacobwas made
to see the breaking of this new day,
the Gospel day, he saw that he was
now crippled, and he begged for a
blessing, and he was blessed there,
and his name was then called Israel, a
name thatis applied to all the children
of God. Being now halt brought about
a need for a staff to lean upon, and
Israel leaned upon this staff,(his faith
in Jesus Christ), until his death. (See
Heb.11:21). Dear brethren, do you not
also need and rely upon this staff of
faith. | feel that | could not live without
it. Much more could be written con-
cerning this, but | must pass on or
make this too lengthy.

All the miracles and works of Jesus
are marvellous to believers, and if

there is one miracle greater in our
sight it is his power to raise the dead,
and himself from his tomb after his
death on the cross. | will mention only
one example to make this as brief as
possible. Jesus stood at the cave
where Lazarus was buried, and cried,
“Lazarus, come forth,” and he that
was dead came forth, bound hand
and foot with graveclothes. At the call
of Jesus, Lazarus, who had been dead
four days and was bound hand and
foot and his face was bound with a
napkin,came forthimmediately. There
are those who say this represents the
resurrection at the last day, but with
all due respect | beg to differ. | believe
this represents those who are called
out of their dead alienated state in
Adam, and given an eternal life in
Jesus Christ. This life was hid with
God in Christ before the foundation of
the world, but it is now made manifest
unto them. Lazarus would die a natu-
ral death again, but the one given an
eternal life can never die. Jesus said,
“I give unto them eternal life and they
shall never perish.”’ | understand that
Lazarus was bound head and foot by
the old law covenant (the
graveclothes) and his eyes were
blinded to the new covenant of grace,
therefore the napkin was about his
face. But Jesus said, “Loose him, and
let him go.”’ | believe that he was then
released from the old law covenant,
and was given sight to behold the
new covenant of grace. This is the
experience of all the saints, for Jesus
said, “Thetimeiscoming, andnow s,
when the dead shall hear the voice of
the Son of God: and they that hear
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shall live.”” (John 5:25). He is speak-
ing here of our death in Adam and not
our natural death, forin the next verses
we read, “--for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation.” Jesus said, “I am the
resurrection and the life: he that
believethin me, though he were dead,
yetshall helive: andwhosoeverliveth
and believeth in me shall never die.”’
(John 11:25,26.)

“Greaterlove hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends.”” Jesus laid down his life for
his friends, (and he hath called us his
friends,John 15:15),and herose again
for ourjustification. He said, “Noman
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. | have power to lay it down,
and!have powerto takeitagain. This
commandment have | received of my
Father.” He proved this when on the
cross of calvary he yielded up the
ghost,was buried,and rose againthe
third day as promised. That he arose
was abundantly proved when he
showed himself unto his apostles on
several occasions, being seen ofthem
forty days, and speaking ofthe things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.
Then he ascended in a cloud into
heaven while they watched, after that
he had given his last commandment,
“Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. And he
thatbelieveth andis baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall
bedamned.”’ Jesus had preached the

gospeltothe poorinspirit while here,
and it is still being preached by his
servants who are called and qualified
byhimtodoso: and, “Blessed are the
poorin spirit: fortheirs is the kingdom
of heaven.”

Jesus Christ the Saviour is com-
ing again to receive his bride, the
church, unto himself and present her
to his Father, that she may live with
him eternally in that kingdom that
was prepared for her before the foun-
dation of the world. My hope is that |
am a part of that blessed church, and
| believe it is also your hope.

Yours in blessed hope,
Elder C. C. Wilbanks

ECCLESIATES 7: 7-13.

Surely oppression maketh a wise
man mad; and a gift destroyeth the
heart.

Better is the end of a thing than the
beginning thereof: and the patient in
spirit is better than the proud in
spirit.

Be not hasty in thy spirit to be
angry: for anger resteth in the bosom
of fools. ‘

Say not thou, What is the cause
that the former days were better than
these? for thoudost not inquire wisely
concerning this.

Wisdom is good with an inherit-
ance: and by it there is profit to them
that see the sun.

Forwisdom is a defence, and money
is a defence: but the excellency of
knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life
to them that have it.

Consider the work of God: for who
can make that straight, which he
hath made crooked?
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CORRESPONDENCE

TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH:

flsay, thatl believe Adam did
§l| not stand, but did fall; and
28| then say that he was able to
stand |s what | have then said a con-
tradiction in terms, of forming of
words?, | believe it surely is. And if |
then also go ahead and add, - but |
believe he was liable to fall, have | not
then added still another contradiction
in terms, of forming of words? | be-
lieve so. For, if | accept the Scripture
as being the truth; and the Scripture
does sayeth that Adam did surely fall;
then where is any evidence of his
ability to stand; and as for Adam’s
liability to fall; indicates of a likeli-
hood, that there did exist a possibility
of Adam's not falting. But where does
the existence of a possibility of Adam's
actions, being unsure of a certainty,
as towhether ornot he would orwould
notfall, leave “God?" Would such not
surely indicate of “God” being less
than sure in His operation of His gov-
ernment. | believe, it surely would.
As having to do with God's opera-
tion of His government; | am unable to
believe there could ever exist, any
(even the remotest) possibility, can
FAILURE and SUCCESS, go together,
to mean the same thing?, or are they
opposites from each other in their
meanings? | feel they are surely oppo-
sites in their meanings. Although
Adam, before the fall, stood as a man
without sin, without transgression;
and therefore was, as God said, in

looking upon all His creations, they
were good and very good; but | have
been unable to find in the Scripture,
where God ever said Adam was Holy,
in himself; before his fall ortransgres-
sion. And therefore, as having to do
with Adam’s self standing or attributes
or self abilities, to perform any Holy
Spiritual actions, even before his fall;
I must confess of my inability, to ac-
ceptany theory, that could indicate of
Adam himself (before his fall), being
some sort of God, who could (on his
own) have chosen to do otherwise
thanfall ortransgress, just exactly as
hediddo; and so, itis my feeling that,
that good and very good, God was
referring to, was and is, His good and
very good work, He had done in His
creation of all things, in exact like
way, as was His will, purpose and
pleasure in and for so having created
italiforandtobe, inthefirst place, His
place.Nowifl bewronginmy feelings
ofthis; |do desireanawareness of the
truth; and therefore would welcome
anyone’s comment that could possi-
bly shed come better light, upon this
subject for me.

Now, if I truly be aware of my heart's
desire, | have absolutely no desire, to
cause controversy orill-will within the
household of faith; by any means,
controversy for the sake of contro-
versy; Oh no, not that; but only desire
to know that Holy truth as it is in my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and
for His sake; and my comfort in feel-
inganawareness of having some pure
knowledge of His truth; that is my only
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desire at this time, so far as | am able
to discern, what are my true feelings.

lam just a poor self helpless, worm
ofthe dust of the earth; and yet, some-
how feelasweetand precious hopein
my breast of a better place after this
earthly world is nomore. My God (and
| hope, my Father) brought me into
this world and has furnished me with
my every need now for more than 80
years; and, as for my fleshly ways and
actions, | could not possibly deserve
anything better or higherthanthe bot-
tomless pit of an ever burning hell;
andyet, even that being true,l am still
beingletto hope, my Lord could beall
my justification for a better place, af-
ter this world has burned with fervent
heat. And so | say to any who feel you
have been given light upon this sub-
ject; please share with me, yourexpe-
rience or feelings.

In hope, | could be your brother in
Christ Jesus the Lord.

Troy G. Shepard
103 East Tateway Rd.
Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949

PSALM 112: 5-7.

A good man sheweth favour, and
lendeth: he will guide his affairs
with discretion.

Surely he shall not be moved for
ever: the righteous shall be in
everlasting remembrance.

He shall not be afraid of evil
tidings: his heart is fixed, trust-
ing in the Lord.

Greenville, Alabama
Signs of the Times,

DearBrethren!

@l am renewing my subscrip-
k| tion, and if God will direct my
M| pen, | have a desire to write a
fewwgrds onthewashing ofthe Saints
feet. This has always been a sweet
part of the communion service to me.
How else can you be more humble
than at the feet of the brethren. A dear
sister, 95 yrs. old, visited us at New
Providence for our communion ser-
vice. It fell my lot for this dear sister to
wash my feet. Oh! how sweet this was
to me. | remember how kind she was
and how tenderly she held each foot,
as she dipped her hand in the water,
letting it run down to cover the foot
and gently drying them with a towel.
Dear beloved brethren, my cup was
filled and did run over with joy. My
mind was called to remembrance of
what the Lord said to Peter in St.
John, 13. “IfIwash thee not, thou hast
no part with me.” Simon Peter saith
unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but
also my hands and my head. Ye call
me master and Lord; and ye say well;
for so | am. If | then, your Lord and
Master, have washed your feet; ye
also oughttowash one another’s feet.
For | have given you an example, that
ye should do as | have done to you.

If ye know these things, happy are
ye if ye do them.

Oh! dear gracious omnipotent God,
How sweet is communion with the
Saints.

In Bonds of Love and Hope,
Emmie L. Grayson
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ARTICLES

Dear Elder Key:

| as sitting here this morning
Yd| meditating onthe meaning of
AMBN| Justice and Mercy. The word
Justlce means a reward or a punish-
mentas deserved. Mercy onthe other
hand is the kindness to the wrong
doer or the enemy.
Iwould like to give my views on them
if Imay. Of course lcould bewrong. In
many discourses, and editorials, they
address him as a just God.
The worldly judges notout judgments
tothose broughtbefore them. If guilty
they are sentenced according to the
penalty of thy love. If innocent they
are set free. If he would sentence the
human race for their wrong doings,
they would all be doomed for destruc-
tion. We ask the question are we look-
ing for Justice or mercy. We readily
admit mercy. Are weinfacttrustingin
a just or merciful God. We have to
admit the later.
This chastening love thatis meted out
from the high courts aboveisthe mercy
“thatis rendered to this believing fam-
ily. The judgments setupinthe hearts
of this believing family is what sus-
tains them. When they stray or com-
mitawrongthenis whenthis chasten-
ing power takes its abode, repentance
will follow because of the godly sor-
row. The born again believers are the
ones who can testify to this. They are
the ones who have come to the knowl-
edge of his precious truth, which is
hiddeninhim andrevealed at his good
pleasure.

Prayer is a word that is often mis-
used. Carnally, literally, fleshly, we
often ask for the things suitable to
these three. This is an utterance of
words which doesn’t ascend any
higher than the head. In this literal,
carnal, or fleshly condition we don’t
know what to ask for. When the peti-
tion comes through the streams of his
precious mercy, only then its prayer
and thus fulfilled, and answered. In
essence if the petition isn’t in har-
mony with his will, it is completely
fruitless.

When Christ spoke to his disciples
he spoke to them in parables. Many
present could not comprehend. To-
day when the gospel is set forth, only
those enlightened by his grace are
enabledtofeast, those who have deaf
ears are in a dead state.

Beinginthis helpless condition they
can’t see, hear or comprehend. They
are completely helpless to actin any-
way Spiritually.

The primitive baptists are a chosen
few who advocate a belief, that con-
trols the believing family, and sus-
tains them in this helpless condition.

He that hungers and thirsts after righ-
teousnessshallbefilled. Whenthesefleshly
bodies hunger, we eat this earthly food to
satisfy this. When the enlightened family
hungers for this spiritual food, from the
courtsofglory,theyaremadethentofeast
from this heavenly manna, sent forth
throughthestreams of mercy, byourLord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. How beautiful it
is when one is favored to sit in these
heavenly places, and feastfromthis, from
the king of all kings.
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My twin brother has been serving
the public for forty five years in the
barberbusiness. Allwe hearinregard
toreligionis atormentto the graceful
belief, | know we shouldn’t be critical
of them. They are first as helpless in
their belief as we are ours. We say he
has all power both in heaven and on
earth, and no one can question this.
They advocate abelief giving the flesh
the power to reject or accept this
salvation. If this salvationis the deliv-
erance of God’s goodness in the
hearts of the believers through this
precious grace, How can one grasp
this fully?

By grace you are saved through
faith, andthat not of yourselves, but it
is a gift of God, not of works least
anyone should boast, but we are his
workmanship created unto good
works, that every believer should be
thoroughly furnished unto good work.
This completely eliminates the power
of this carnal flesh. Alithings pertain-
ing to salvation are hidden in his pre-
cious love and revealed only when it
is pleasing unto him. In closinglwould
like to say | didn’t mean to make this
as long as | did. If this grace is an
unmerited favor through the realms
of his love. How does the flesh have
the powertoacceptorrejecthis grace-
ful gift?

In bonds of his precious
Love, | hope,
Riley Justice

P.S. Here is a song | have com-
posed, | sing it in a common meter.

In His Precious Name

You don'’t join the church of God,
by the carnal of fleshly power.
This comes through abounding
grace

at his appointed hour.

He adds to Church daily,

Such as should be saved.

He brings them from this dark-
ness,

in the way he has saved.

By my loving kindness,

I have drawn thee

giving this guiding light,
that you shall come to see.

In the day of his power,

He enters the heart within,
and they come forth rejoicing.
When he forgives their sins.

This birth is brought about,
By his chastening love,
administered to the saints
Jrom the shining courts above.

And at the end of time

when he reaches _from above
He’ll call this earthly family home
who were kept, by his love.

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS10/93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.
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VOICES OF THE PAST

From Elder Lamberts book,
"Tried In The Furnace".

HOW LONG HALT YE
BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS?
January, 1946

"And Elijah came unto all the
people, and said, How long halt
ye between two opinions? If the
Lord be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him. And the
people answered him not a word.”
- 1 Kings 18:21.

histext has
8l beenmisin-

terpreted
and mlsapplled by
many worldly wise
professors. Most of
the people try to
change this impor-
tant questionthat Elijah asked towhy
halt ye between two opinions, and
they try to make it applicable to the
whole Adamic family. This question
does noteven favorwhy but how long
halt ye between two opinions? You
will find by reading the context that
the question does not apply to the
entire Adamic race but specially to
the children of Israel. | believe Elijah
knew how long they would halt be-
tween two opinions. He knew that
they would halt between two opin-
ions until God made Himself manifest
untothemthat He was God. Thenthey
would cease to halt between two

ELDERE.J. LAMBERT

opinions. | think that this text was for
the specific purpose of showing ls-
rael that the Lord was God; and to
eradicate the other opinion that was
possessing their hearts that Baal was
God. Baal had 450 prophets and Elijah
was the only true prophet at that time
(as they thought). The hearts of the
children of Israel were halting between
two opinions. Outwardly, Baal had
450 prophetsto one ofthe Lord. False
prophets today are about the same
ratio and even the children of God,
when left to themselves, wonder if
there is something to their false doc-
trine, seeing that they have so many
advocators. You will notice, in the
text, that Baal's prophets were to
choose between two bullocks. False
prophets today make their own
choice; they even advocate that the
people may choose their Savior and
direct their own steps and seal their
own destinies. Thisis afaise opinion
as we hear Jesus saying: “Ye have not
chosen me, but | have chosen you.”
Yes, Paul wrote to the Thessalonians
that “God hath from the beginning
chosenyou.”

Peter said: “Ye are a chosen gen-
eration, a royal priesthood.” Paul
writes to the Ephesians: “According
as he hath chosen us in him.” This is
the opinion as rendered in the Bible,
whichis different from the opinion as
advocated by the false prophets. Thus
here are two opinions; one is oppo-
site to the other. False opinion: You
are obligedtochoose God. True opin-
ion: God hath chosen His people. This
false opinionwill even be inthe hearts
of God’s people until God sees fit to
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burn out this false opinion by making
Himself manifest.

Baal’s 450 prophets were to have
the choice of the two bullocks, the
first call to their gods and the heat of
the day as well as the dry wood onthe
altar to prove their gods. They called
loud and long and even cut them-
selves until blood gushed forth for
their gods to answer by fire. At the
time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah
repaired the altar by building one of
twelve stones and ordered greatquan-
tities of water to be poured on the
wood and around the altar so as tofill
a trench. After doing this he prayed
quietly to the Lord to make Himself
manifest and to provetolsraelthat He
was the Lord God and that He had
turned their hearts back again.

“The fire of the Lord fell, and con-
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust,
andlicked up the waterthatwasinthe
trench. And when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, The Lord, he is the God; the
Lord, heisthe God’’ 1 Kings 18:38, 39.

Yes, our God is a consuming fire
and it burned up every trace of man’s
work and left nothing. The false opin-
ion had been burned from the hearts
of this people and then (not before)
did they cease to halt between two
opinions.

Dear child of God, have you not
experienced the consuming fire of
Israel’s God? Have you not experi-
enced the burning that consumed
every false opinion; all of your self-
righteousness; every ounce of your
seeming ability - in fact, every thing,

deed, or thought that you had ever
trusted in a natural way? Yes, our
natural opinion is that we can direct
our steps. The opinion as stated in
the Bible is, “It is not in man that
walkethto direct his steps.”” Howlong
will ye halt between the two opin-
ions? Ye will halt between the two
opinions until God the Lord makes
Himself manifest by proving to you
that you cannot walk as you would.
It is the opinion of the natural man
that he can choose light; yet, the true
opinion is that man chooses dark-
ness rather than light. The opinion of
man is that the natural man can re-
ceive the things of the Spirit and by
studying and applying himself know
them. This opinionis acontrasttothe
scripture; “The natural manreceiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: nei-
ther can he know them, because they
arespiritually discerned.” Man’s opin-
ion is, that surely, part of the way to
heavenand eternal life is by the works
of the creature. Yet, the opinion of the
Bible is: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast.”
Peterwas halting between opinions
on the mountain of transfiguration
when he said: ‘“Let us make three
tabernacles; one forthee, and one for
Moses, and one for Elias.” | think
Moses represents the law, and Elias
represents prophecyinthattrio. Peter
was halting between two opinions as
to which should be given the most
honor. He continued to halt between
these opinions until Moses and Elias
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disappeared and the Lord God an-
swered from the cloud and said: ““This
is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased; hearyehim.” Thefalse opin-
ion of the law having any dominion
over God’s children was eradicated.
We hear Jesus saying, ‘‘l am the way,
the truth, and the life.” Then it is not
part of law and part of grace butsolely
an unmerited favor through Jesus
Christ. The opinion of some men is
that they are enabled through the act
of regeneration to perform or not to
perform upon volition of their own
willand receive blessings in this time
because of their obedience and
cursings because of their disobedi-
ence notwithstanding the scriptures
which say, “Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun
agoodworkinyouwill performit until
the day of Jesus Christ.” Also, “Forit
is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of his good pleasure.”
And many other scriptures too nu-
merous to mention which is in con-
trast to this false opinion.

It is the opinion of man that he can
live perfect in this present life. This
opinion is not in accord with apos-
tolic experiences; therefore, it is a
false opinion that must be burned
out. People of God will halt between
these two opinions - opinion of man
and opinion of God - until the opinion
of man is burned out. The opinion of
the apostleis plain, “When lwould do
good, evil is present with me.” “For
that which | do | allow not; for what |
would, that | do not; but what | hate,

thatdol.” And “Ifind then a law, that,
when | would do good, evil is present
withme.” Also, “Owretched manthat
I am! who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?”’

So, we are hoping and looking for-
ward to the day when this corruptible
shall put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall put on immortality and
this natural body shall be raised a
spiritual body. Yes, we are awaiting
the time when the creature shall be
delivered out of the bondage of cor-
ruption unto the glorious liberties of
the children of God, thenwewill cease
from every false opinion.

Elder E.J. Lambert

CIRCULAR LETTER

The churches composing the Vir-
ginia Corresponding Meetingwhilein
session at the Mount Zion Meeting
House October 17, 18, and 19, 1962,
send greetings in the Lord to our
correspondents and sisterchurches.

Dear Brethren:

==| t has long been the custom
gl| of the brethren of the vari-
iRe¥| ous churches when they
meet in an associated capacity, to
send greetings to their brethren of
otherchurches and Associations, and
give an account of their faith and
order, that there might be a mutual
thanksgiving for the evidences of
God’s mercy and longsufferingamong
them.
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When we remember that we are as
brands plucked from the burningfire,
and that it is wholly of the mercy of
God that we are not as those who are
blown about with every wind of doc-
trine, but are firmly embedded in that
whichthe Lordteaches, we walk softly
as becometh those who receive so
great a blessing. We cannotboastas
if we have received areward, butmust
humbly acknowledge ourpoverty and
our unworthiness in receiving such
great things, which are beyond the
reach of mortal men themselves.

So our present theme will be cen-
tered around the questions of the
Apostle to the Corinthians: “Forwho
maketh thee to differ from another?
and what has thou that thou hast not
received? Now ifthou didstreceive it,
why dost thou glory, as if thou hast
not received it?”’

The very foundation of God’s deal-
ings with us, is his grace and mercy,
which are prompted by his great love
for us; and this is apparent through-
out all his dealings with us, and our
relations with him. In our penury we
have received bountiful gifts. We were
dead in sin, and unworthy of his no-
tice, but he made known his great
love towards us. We need not remind
our brethren that our salvation and
redemption comes this way. And it
would seem that the weight and im-
portance of it would keep us mindful
of it, to the exclusion of any thought
of pretense or boasting.

But we deal with realities, we do
become exalted, we do sometimes
boast, as we and many of our breth-
ren in the scriptures prove. Even the

apostle who wrote the above to the
Corinthians, was given a thorn in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet
him, lest he become exalted above
measure; and that he might learn that
only the grace of God was sufficient
for him in all things; and that, though
he was weak, God was strong.

Thus we find Peter strengthening
his brethren after he was made aware
of his weakness; and we find Paul
doing the same out of the depths of
his experience. The true minister of
the things of the Lord is taught in the
school of grace, and learns his weak-
ness by actual experience, and also
his only source of strength, that he
may strengthen his brethren; and on
occasion reprove and rebuke with all
longsuffering and doctrine. These
things are food for the children of
God, and they grow in the grace thus
manifested.

Though these brethren composed
the Church at Corinth, being sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus, and called to be
saints, and had received the grace of
God, forwhichthe apostle expressed
his thanks, saying, “I thank my God
always onyour behalf, for the grace of
God which is given you by Christ
Jesus,” yet there were contentions
among them, envy, strife, and divi-
sions, which made manifest the car-
nality, and their walk as men. Paul and
Apollos were only theirministers, even
as the Lord gave to them. Some be-
come a fool, that he may be wise.”
And said also, “...let no man glory in
men. Forallthings are yours; whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the
world, or life, or death, or things
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present, or things to come: all are
yours; and ye are Christ’s and Christ
is God’s.”

Thus, required to be faithful as a
steward, Paul brings them again to
recall from whence they had received
their call and sanctification; and to
consider the truth which was in their
hearts, as to the source of all their
blessings. How startling is the truth
of Peter’'s query when it is brought
home: “If the righteous scarcely be
saved, where willthe ungodly and the
sinnerappear?”’

“Who maketh thee to differ from
another?” the apostle wrote. And he
might have answered by asking, Who
called you out of darkness into light?
Who sinned in your hearts? Who re-
vealed to you that Jesus was the
Christ? Who is it that shall confirm
you to the end, that ye may be blame-
less in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ? Who? Yes, who brought you
into the knowledge of the glorious
truth as it is in Jesus, and distin-
guished you as a light in darkness?

Thenhe asked, “What has thouthat
thou hastnotreceived?” And he would
have answered by asking, Is there
anything pertaining to Jesus, the
church, your hope, your joy, that you
did not receive solely by the grace of
God? Youknow there is not! then why
do you glory as if it were you own
doing? Why do you act one toward
another as if these things were of
yourselves, givingyouadvantage one
above another?

These are things which sometimes
bring us abruptly to see ourselves in
atrue light - when they are applied in

our souls with power; and bring us to
confess ourfaults and short-comings
one to another, and to walk in true
humbleness. When such is the case,
we are glad to be blessed to be alittle
one among the brethren.

The apostie said of these
Corinthians, “For ye are yet carnal?
for whereas thereis amongyou envy-
ing, and strife, and divisions, are ye
not carnal, and walk as men?”’ The
carnality that is in each of us, when it
takes formas manifestedamongthose
brethren, is the cause of divisions
and strife. Without it such would not
be. The carnality in brethren causes
them to follow men, and this same
carnality causes men to want others
to follow them. Without a following,
no new thing would get far. So it
behooves us, as we are given to be
concernedinthese matters, to prayer-
fully consider this or that; before we
lend support to anything that would
break the fellowship and peace of
those we love.

The same Spiritthat gaverisetothe
language of our text, also caused the
following to be recorded a thousand
years before: “These six things doth
the Lord hate, yea, sevenarean abomi-
nation unto him: A proud look, alying
tongue, and hands that shed inno-
cent blood, an heart that deviseth
wicked imaginations, feetthat be swift
inrunning tomischief, afalse witness
that speaketh lies, and he that soweth
discord among brethren.” A faithful
steward will declare these things to
his brethren.

We value your love and fellowship,
brethren, and are glad to have your
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correspondence; and we are glad to
have all of you who were able to visit
us this year. May the God of all grace
ever keep us mindful that it is by His
grace that we are what, we are; and
keep us little in our own feelings, that
we may behold the image of christin
our brethren.

John D. Wood

The following ministers were present
at the above meeting:

Elder John D. Wood, Elder George L.
Weaver, Elder J.P. Helms, Elder Au-
thor Warren, Elder C.N. Bunn, Elder
W.B. Barnes, Elder S.R. Boykin, Elder
Cecil Turner, Elder J.R. Lane, Eider
B.O.Thompson, Elder G.G. Trevathan,
Elder J.L. Agee and Elder J.L. Smith.

WHAT IS TRUTH?
TRUTH INITS PURITY,
POWERAND PRODUCTS

By J.C. Philpot
(Sentin by Elder Noel Conner)

1. Truthin its Purity
; B wanttruthinits purity. iflgotofill
my glass at a fountain, | want
2] pure water. | do not want water
m|xedw1thsewage Thepurerandcleaner
the water the better. The Lord said to the
woman of Samaria, “If thou knewest the
gift of God and who it is that saith to thee,
Give Me to drink; thou wouldest have
asked of Him, and He would have given
thee living water.” This is the water | want
-“livingwater” -the Lord’s own gift,andin
me too, as He said in the same blessed
discourse: “Butwhosoeverdrinkethofthe
waterthatIshall givehimshallneverthirst;

butthewaterthatlshall givehimshallbein
himawell of water springing up into ever-
lasting life.” Of this living water, of its
source and nature, we have a beautiful
description in the last chapter of Revela-
tions, where John saw “a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out ofthethrone of God and ofthe Lamb.”
| do not mean to say that this river in its
primarysignificationrepresentstruth, forit
ratherrepresents divine lifeand love —-the
life of Godandthelove of God—butwemay
takeitasanemblemoftruthinits purity. For
astheriverofwateroflife proceeded out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb, it may
so far exemplify truth as stored up and
flowing out of the Person of Christ.

But let us look at this point, truth in its
purity, a little more in detail. There are
certaingrandfoundationtruths ofourmost
holy faith, without holding which we can-
not hold truth in its purity. Upon two or
three of these points | shall briefly touch
that | may answer the question, “What is
truth?” inhamrmonywiththe oracles of God.

1. | commence, therefore, with the
Trinity, thatgrandandglorious fundamen-
tal truth of three Persons in one God: a
Unity of the divine essence in a Trinity of
three distinct Persons. This is a grand,
cardinal, foundation truth, manifested in
Christ as “the brightness of the Father's
glory and the express image of His Per-
son,”’revealedinthe Scriptures,andmore
fully in those of the New Testament, and
made known to believing hearts by the
teachingandtestimony oftheHoly Ghost.
Uponthisgrandfoundationtruththewhole
revelation ofthe character,mindandwill of
God s based, and therefore every branch
of divine truth stands fully and firmly in
connectionwithit.
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He therefore that is unsound here is
unsound everywhere, be it in doctrine,
experience, or practice; and as noone
canknow the mysteries of the kingdom
of God unless they are revealed to him
from heaven, as the Lord told Peter
(Matt. 16. 17) and the rest of His dis-
ciples (Matt.11:25;13:11), wemay boldly
say that if aman knows not the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost by some
discovery of these three Personsinthe
glorious Godhead to his soul, he cannot
be saidtohaveavitalacquaintancewith
any one branch of gospel truth in its
purity, or with any one mystery of the
kingdom of heaven in its power.

2. ThePersonofthe Son of God - by
whichimeanHis complexPerson, unit-
ing essential Deity witha pure, holyand
sacred humanity, having two natures,
yet being but one Person — is another
foundation truth of our most holy faith,
a cardinal branch of truth in its purity.
His essential Deity is so closely and
intimately connectedwith thatvital, fun-
damental doctrine of His eternal Sonship,
withoutwhich, inmyjudgment,the Trin-
ity itself cannot be rightly or scripturally
maintained, that, not wishing to speak
controversially, | unite them for the
present together as one. When, there-
fore,| nowspeak ofthe Personof Christ,
ImeannotsomuchHis divinePersonas
the Son of God from all eternity as His
complex Person as the great and glori-
ous God-man, Immanuel, God with us.
InHis Personthus continued,asalltruth
was bythe Fathereternallylodged,soin
Himas manifested, alltruth necessarily
centers, and from Him as revealed, all
truth essentially flows.

Truththereforeinits purity embraces
all the covenant offices and gracious

relationships of our mostblessed Lord
- everything in fact that Christ is in
Himself, and everythingthatHeistothe
church of God. It embraces Him there-
fore in His incarnation, as taking into
unionwith His owndivine Personinthe
womb of the virgin the flesh and blood
ofthe children.ltembraces HiminallHis
coursethrough life, from the manger at
Bethlehem to the cross at Cailvary,
throughout which He was a Man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief, with all
that obedience which He rendered to
God’s law, and whereby Hewrought out
a perfect righteousness in which the
church of God might stand for ever
justified. itembraces and comprehends
His dolorous sufferings in the garden,
when the weight of sin imputed to Him
andthehiding of God’s faceforced from
His surcharged brow thatterrible sweat
whichfellingreat drops (or, astheword
means literally, “clots”) of blood. it com-
prehends and embraces more espe-
ciallythat sacrificeand blood-shedding
forsinwhich He accomplished uponthe
cross, when He offered up His sacred
humanity uponthealtar of His essential
Deity, and thus as the Holy Ghost testi-
fies, “put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself,” and “by one offering perfected
for ever them that are sanctified.” It
therefore embraces that sacred and
solemn giving up of the ghost, or the
voluntary yielding up of His life, which
He had taken for that very purpose,
whereby He became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross, and
which was an integral part of His sacri-
fice; for the death of the victim was
needful thatthe sacrifice mightbe com-
pleted. Itembraces His lying in the sep-
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uichre, where He was entombed, not
only that He might fulfil the Scriptures
and especially the type of Jonah, but
that He might perfume the grave for us;
that we might not only die with Him
mystically in soul, and thus know what
itis experimentally to be buriedwith Him
indeath spiritually by vital union, but die
also with Him in body, and be thus
buried with Him literallyand corporeally
in the bowels of the earth. It embraces
and comprehends His glorious resur-
rection from the tomb, when He was
declared to be the Son of God with
power, God setting His own attesting
stamp upon His meritorious sacrifice,
blood-shedding and death by raising
Him from the dead. It embraces and
comprehendsHisascensionuponhigh,
in the sight of His disciples, when a
cloud received Him out of their sight. It
follows Him up as they did in heart and
affections into the courts of God, and
embraces Him where He now is, as the
greatHigh Priest overthe house of God,
themediator between Godand men, the
Man Christ Jesus.

Thustruthinits purity, as storedinthe
Person of Christ, embraces all those
sacredtransactions whichwere carried
on inthe days of His flesh by the Son of
God,andare nowbeing carriedonupon
our behalf by Him in the very courts of
heaven. itembraces, therefore,andcom-
prehends also all that the risen Son of
God is to His church now. It embraces
His priesthood, forHeis nowapriest, as
the Holy Ghost declares: “Now of the
things whichwe havespokenthisis the
sum: We have such an high priest,who
is set on the right hand of the throne of
the majestyinthe heavens; aministry of

the sanctuary, and of the true taber-
nacle, which the Lord pitched, and not
man.” Observe the words, “we have
such an high priest,” that is, have now.
Andyouwillbearinmindthatthisis one
part of the peculiar blessedness of the
priesthood of the Lord Jesus that He is
executing it now, even now, forus who
are still here below. The high priest
under the law, you will recollect, per-
formedtwo special offices forthe people.
First he offered the sacrifices, and par-
ticularly on the solemn day of atone-
ment, when he killed the goat of the sin
offering outside the veil. But secondly,
he offered intercession for the people
when he took the blood within the veil
and sprinkled it upon and before the
mercy seat. Christ, as the great anti-type
of the high priest under the law, ex-
ecuted one part of His priesthood here
below when He offered Himself as a
sacrificeforsin; butthe other partof His
priesthood Heis executingnow, having
gone Himselfwithinthe veil, and, by the
virtue and efficacy of His blood once
shed upon earth, there ever liveth to
make intercession for us.

Itembraces Himalso as ourprophet -
-our prophet for the present, as well as
forthe pastandthefuture; forourLord’s
teachingas aprophet notonlyembraces
the days of His flesh and His gracious
words as preserved in the New Testa-
ment, butHis presentteachingwhen, as
ourever-living prophet, He still commu-
nicates to us from time to time sweet
instruction by opening ourunderstand-
ing to understand the Scriptures, and
especially by sending the Spirit down
into our hearts to testify of Himself, to
reveal Himselfto oursouls,andto make
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Himself near, dearandexceedingly pre-
cious.

It embraces also His kingly office,
whereby He sits enthroned as Sover-
eign Lord in the courts of heaven; for
“all power is given unto Him in heaven
andinearth,” and “He mustreigntillHe
hath put all enemies under His feet.”
Truth, therefore, in its purity embraces
His kingly sceptre, whichHe sways from
time to time over believing hearts, and
His sovereign rule and dominion which
He exercises over the church and the
world - over all men, all things and all
circumstances. It looks also into the
future, foritembraces His second com-
ing, when He will “appear the second
time without sin unto salvation, “shall
cometobeglorifiedinHis saints,andto
be admired in all them that believe.”

Thus | have endeavored to show you
briefly, yet summarily, how truth in its
purity is stored up in the glorious Per-
son of Christ, and therefore embraces
all that He has been, all that He now is,
and all that He ever will beto the church
of God. But how little is He known,
believed in, resorted unto, and lived
upon as the truth, the living, incarnate
truth - nottruthas athing, adoctrine, a
creed, buttruthas aPerson; andOwhat
aPerson!nonelessthantheSonofGod,
and as such containing in Himself all
truthasthesuncontainsinitselfalllight
and heat, and is ever giving them out of
its inexhaustible fuliness as the very
nature and character of its existence. O
how few so know, believe and feel this,
as to live daily unto and upon Him, and
thus be continually receiving grace out
of His fullness, so asto drink truth from
the Fountainheadinallits divine purity,

sweetness and blessedness. And yet
how tenderly He invites us to come to
Himanddrink. “Inthe lastday, that great
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, if any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink.” And again, “Who-
soever will let him take the water of life
freely.” Even to the poor woman of
Samaria, He could say, “Ifthou knewest
the gift of God, andwhoitis that saithto
thee, Give Me to drink: thou wouldest
have asked of Him, and He would have
giventheelivingwater.” Encouragedby
these invitations, may we leave those
earthly streams whichmen havefouled
with their feet (Ezekiel 34, 19), and by
prayerand supplication, with continual
reading of the Scriptures and secret
meditation, may we ever seek to drink
into truth in all its original purity as
stored up in the glorious Person of the
Son of God.

3.Butiftruthinits purity centersin
the Person of Christ, itmustbein perfect
harmony with all that grace which is
eternally in Him, and which He came to
reveal to us; for “the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.” It was therefore in Him
thatthis grace was manifestedto believ-
ing eyes and hearts, according to that
testimony: “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we be-
held His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of graceand
truth.” Truth therefore in its purity em-
braces all the doctrines, oras | preferto
call them, the truths of grace. It thus
comprises election,fortheremnantwho
aresavedare chosen accordingto “the
election of grace”’; special redemption
also, for “in Him we have redemption
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through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His
grace’’; justification also, for, “we are
justified freely by His grace,” andtosum
upthewhole, thefullness andfixedness
of salvation, or certainty of persever-
ance untothe end, for “‘by grace we are
saved.”

4. Butl stated that truth in its purity
was lodged and stored out only in the
Person of Christ, but in the Scriptures
which have been given to us by the
specialinspiration ofthe Holy Ghost, as
a gracious revelation of the character,
mind and will of God, which | gave as a
simple definition of truth. It is indeed
primarily in Christ that this character,
mind andwill or God arerevealed to us:
forHe is not only “the brightness ofthe
Father’s glory,” but “the expressimage
of His Person,” where the word trans-
lated, “expressimage” isliterally “char-
acter,” or stamped impression. In Him,
too, is the mind of God seen, for He has
made knownto usthethoughts of God’s
heart, and the will of God also, for He
came to do it and reveal it to us.

But that this revelation of the charac-
ter, mind and will of God should be
preserved safely forages, and be made
known to each successive generation
ofbelievers, ithas pleasedthe God of all
wisdom and grace to write it down for
their instruction. O how blessed it is to
have the Word of God - the inspired
Scriptures, free from all intermixture of
error, as a special, infallible revelation,
that in them truth may shine forth in all
its purity, andthatwe may dailyread and
searchthem, understandingtheirmean-
ing by divine teaching, and drink into
their spirit by a personal, experimental
application of them to our heart.

MEETINGS

NOTICE OF MEETING

=41 he Pleasant Valley Associa-

tion will be held with Shep-

B herd Fold Primitive Baptist
Church 815 Little York Road, Hous-
ton, Texas, on November5, 6,7,1993.
For directions or other information,
contact Marvin Curnutt, (713) 987-
0250.

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

—3| he next session of the

Staunton River Union is to
8] be held, the Lord willing with

Malmalson Churchthe 5thSunday and

Saturday before in October.

Acordial invitationis extended to our

ministers, brethren, and friends.

Elder Julian Williams, Mod.
Peggy Wells, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR AUGUST 1993

Jerry P. Cockran,NC ................ $7.00
Alpha Ramsey, VA ..........ccccco.... 2.00
Rudy L. Ogburn,NC.................... 7.00
Mrs. Ruby Wall, TX
In memory Eld. Lloyd Wall........ 15.00
Mrs. Phyllis Farlow, MD .............. 2.00
Mrs. Marjorie Cook, TN
Inmemory Minnie L.
Atwood Biggs .......c.coremnenninnnen 25.00
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JohnD. Manning,NJ..........c....... 5.00
Mrs. Nannie W. Wiggins, NC ...... 2.00
Mrs. Minnie Morgan, AR ............. 4.00
Mrs. Anita L. Hash, VA ................ 2.00
Eld. Hale Terry, VA.......c.ccceu...... 4.00
G.W.Carter,NC............ccoorrrrrreennn. 2.00
Mrs. Larrie Bowler, VA................ 2.00
Mrs. Geneva Scarce, VA.............. 2.00
Eld. Willard Cox, VA ........ccceeeeeees 2.00
Eld. Larry Hollandsworth, VA ....2.00
William Nidkiff, VA .......ccoeeennnenees 2.00
Mrs. Amy D. Heppler, AZ .......... 12.00

Mr. & Mrs. J.M. Marshall, VA ...... 5.00

MOVED OR MOVING ?

Toassureyou of gettingyour "Signs"
and without missing any copies, be
sure to inform us of any change of
address.

Editors

OBITUARIES

INLOVING MEMORY
OF OUR DADDY:
JOHN IVEY MOBLEY

% | addy was born February 12,
JI| 1911 and departed this life
ed®| March 27, 1993. He and
mother raised 6 children, by God's
helpand grace. Therewere4boys and
2 girls.

He was preceded in death by the
oldest son, Elwood and agrand-son,
E.C., who was drowned in a boating
accident July 4, 1969.

Daddy and mama Gertrude were
married July 30,1934 at Jacksonwville,

NC by Eider Ed Pollard, they were
married for nearly 59 years.

We were privileged to live beside
daddy and mama after we married and
we became very, very close to them.
Daddy was a very humble man, and
very easy to love, always willing to
help in any way he could. He loved to
work with wood and build things.

We were privileged to see daddy
baptisedin his seventies by Elder J.C.
Carroll. | well remember times we
would returnhome atnight, and iwould
go in our back door. | would always
looktoseeifl could seedaddy through
the window ssitting in his chair.1would
wave goodnight and blow him a kiss
and he would wave back. Each time
the thought would come to my mind,
that one day we would wave for the
last time.

We have many good memories, the
times we went to the mountains and
daddy fished in the trout ponds, the
trips we took together to the ocean,
and visiting the sick, but the greatest
memory is the times we shared in
God’s Word - daddy’s voice would
break many times and tears flow down
his cheeks as hewould talkabout God
and His goodness, one scripture
daddy quoted was Ephesians 2: 8&9,
“For by grace are ye saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God, not of works lest any
man should boast.”

In my memory | can still hear daddy
as he would return thanks at the table
and “thank God for His blessing.”
These are memories to treasure.

Daddy’s funeral was March 29,1993
with Elder Johnny Carroll officiating.
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Daddy loved him very much. At his
departure he left our mother, (his wife)
Gertrude, whom we are sothankful to
still have with us, also, 5 children, 16
grandchildrenand 10 great-grandchil-
dren, 2 sisters and 1 brother.

Daddy was laid to rest at the
Batchelor Family Cemetery, close to
the home-place in Richlands, North
Carolina.

We miss him dearly, this poem God
gave me the night daddy passed away
has been a great consolation to me.

A SPECIAL DADDY’

Daddy Heaven is more real today
Because of your presence there-
Rejoicing in the Savior’s Love-
No Sorrows, pain or cares.
Reunited with loved ones gone
before

Just waiting for us to come

and sing a song around God'’s
throne-

A song no one has known.

You were so very special

In oh! so many ways.

You’ll always live within our hearts
and abide for all our days.

Until the Lord then calls us home
To meet you some sweet day.
What a blessed, blessed happy
time

Reunited in Heaven to stay.

Written by his daughter:
Elizabeth Simpson
Richlands,NC

June 26, 1993

GENOVALUCILLERUSHING

t is with a sad heart that |
attempt to write an obituary
of our beloved Sister
Genova Lucille Rushing. Sister Rush-
ing was born to Inez and John M.
Musgrove at Bastrop, La. May 11,1943,
andwas called home by our Heavenly
Father August 13, 1993. She leaves
behind her husband, Ellis M. Rushing;
her father John M. Musgrove; two
daughters, Susan Rushing, and Mrs
Paula Manning; one son, Steve M.
Rushing; four sisters, Phyllis
Musgrove, Patsy Barton, Caroletta
Ogimaand Lucy Hutson; six brothers,
Jim Jr,, Terry, Phillip, Douglas, Juan,
and Madison Musgrove.

She was preceded in death by her
mother Sister Inez Musgrove, her sis-
ter Shirlyn Musgrove, and daughter
Becky L. Rushing.

Sister Rushingwas afirm believer
inthe doctrine preached by Old Primi-
tive Baptists for many years, but did
not ask to be baptized until about
three months before her death. She
was sick with cancerand could barely
walk with help, but she so greatly
desired to follow her Lord’s example
that she braved being led into the
waters of a bayou during a rain, and
was baptized by her pastors Elders
Theron Jones and Clifford Wilbanks.
She was able to attend church ser-
vices only one time before God so
graciously and in mercy called her
home.

Sister Genova is greatly missed
by all who knew and loved her.

Submittedin love,
Eider C.C. Wilbanks
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION,
YE SAINTS OF THE LORD

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath
said,-

You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health,

In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth,
At home, and abroad, on the land, on the
sea,

As thy days may demand, shall thy strength
ever be.

“Fear not, I am with thee; O, be not dis-
mayed!

I, I am thy God, and will still give thee aid,
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause
thee to stand,

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to
go,

The rivers of wo shall not thee overflow;

For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall
lie,

My grace, all-syfficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“E’'en down to old age, all my people shall
prove

My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their temples
adorn,

Like lambs they shall still in my bosom be
borne.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for
repose,

I will not, I will not desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to
shake, .

I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”

G. Keith.
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EDITORIAL

And an highway
shall be there, and
a way, and it shall
be called the way
of holiness, the un-
cleanshallnotpass
over it: but it shall
be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err therein.

ELDER R. H. CAMPBELL

his scripture is foundin the
thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah

; 4] vs.8,anditis written by the
prophet, referring to atime that would
beinthe future,in which things would
be very different for Israel than the
time in which this prophecy was writ-
ten. Isaiah lived under the law, which

demanded complete obedience but
which gave nothing in return; and it
continued its demands as long as
they lived. As our civil law today de-
mands perfect adherence but gives
nothing in return: A lifetime of obedi-
ence gives nothing in return, but the
moment you break it judgement is
rendered and you must pay the pen-
alty required.

There is no joy in living under the
law, no mercy or compassion just
unyielding demands uponallwholive
under its dominion. As in our day,
seeing a policeman especially a traf-
fic officer makes us check our speed-
ometer and automatically slow down
a little because of the authority and
power that the law has over your life.
If we get a letter or any official corre-
spondence from the |.R.S. we will im-
mediately become apprehensive and
begin to wonder what the problem is
and to wonder what you have done
wrong, because if they begin investi-
gatingyouit canlead toserious prob-
lems evenif you can eventually prove
that you are not guilty of any wrong
doing. This is the way it was with
Jesse, David’s father, when he heard
Samuel, the judge was comingto their
city; the scriptures state that the el-
ders ofthe towntrembled, at his com-
ing, and said comest thou peaceably.
They were not guilty of any wrong
doing but, because of the authority
and power of the judge, they trembled
and became fearful of what his com-
ing could mean, and how it could
affect their lives.

Isaiah, living under the law with the
sternandforeboding effect thatithas
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onthelives ofthose who are under its
dominion, is by inspiration, writing of
atime in the future in which it will not
be so with the children of Israel. He
speaks of atime when the wilderness
andthe solitary place (the placewhere
God found Jacob and led him about
and instructed him) shall be glad:
where the desert shall rejoice and
blossom as a rose: shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy
and singing. How strange this must
have sounded to those who were so
accustomed to the sacrifices and of-
feringrequired ofthem and their strict
adherence to the demands of the law
of Moses: those who as the children
of Israel who exceedingly feared and
trembled when God spoke to them
that they prayed that he would speak
to them only through Moses. How
strange it must have been to hear the
prophet speak of a time of joy and
gladness and to hear him say, Be
strong, fear not, behold your God will
come with vengeance, even with a
recompense; he will come and save
you. How different from the God who
they hadknown throughthe lawandin
the thunderings and lightnings, and
the noise of the trumpets and the
smoking mountain,when hespoketo
them inthe wilderness.

Isaiah, speaks to them of a time
when God will open the eyes of the
blind, unstop deaf ears, Cause the
lame to leap and the dumb to speak.
Thisis referringtothe dayinwhichwe
live and we have seen these things
fulfilled in our experiences and the
lives of others. The book of Isaiah
begins by saying. “The vision of Isaiah

the son of Amos,” so Isaiah could
prophesy because of the revelation,
but,thoselivinginthat day could only
ponder of the meaning of these words.
God gave this knowledge to his ser-
vants to prophesy of them so that
Israel may know that it is of God as
they see these things unfold even
though it may be hundreds or even
thousands of years later.

And an highway shallbe thereand a
way. Thisis speaking of Christand his
coming into the world, the way the
truth and the life; the bringing in of a
better way whichis established upon
better promises and will stand for-
ever. This is the kingdom that will
break in pieces and consume all oth-
ers. Christ is the highway, the only
way of salvation. As the Apostle Paul
wrote, ‘“‘Having therefore brethren
boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus. By a new and
livingway which he hath consecrated
for us through the veil, that is to say
his flesh.”

And it shall be called the way of
holiness. There is nothing holy thatis
notsodetermined by God and conse-
crated by him for a specific purpose
as, holy mountain, holy place, holy
seed, etc. and only God can cause
anything or anyone to be holy. The
way of holiness must therefore have
beensodecreed by God for a specific
purpose and that purpose is to bring
all of his elect unto himself holy and
without spot or blemish; and he sanc-
tified this way of holiness by the sac-
rifice of his only begotten son to re-
deem them from under the curse and
demands of the law, sothat they stand
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before him holy and without blame.
This way of holiness is the way and
manner in which all of the children of
the heavenly king are delivered from
the power of darkness and translated
into the kingdom of his dear Son: who
of God is made unto themwisdomand
righteousness, and sanctificationand
redemption; all that is needful to in-
suretheirinheritance inthat heavenly
kingdom.

Jesus, during his ministry here on
earth fulfilled all that was written of
himinthe law andthe prophets butalil
of his life on earthwas spent underthe
law and only his death on the Cross
and resurrection could secure the way
of holiness for every heir of promise.
The way of holiness is the way of the
spiritand this began in the household
of faith on the day of Pentecost; for
the firsttime the spirit of God indwelled
the saints of God and they spoke with
tongues as the spirit gave them utter-
ance of the wonderful truths and the
wonderful works of God. They under-
stood for the first time the wonderful
truths of the teachings of Jesus and
the miracles performed by Christ and
the truths set forthinthem. Jesus told
them, while he was with them that the
Comforter (Holy Spirit) would notcome
except he went away, but if he went
away hewould send him tothem. This
is the beginning of this, way of holi-
ness, where only the redeemed shall
walk and where the ransomed of the
Lord shall return and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon
their head.

The way of holiness is experienced
only by the newman, the new creature

inChrist; the one of whom Johnwrote.
“Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin: for his seed remaineth in
him:and he cannotsin, becauseheis
born of God.” It is never experienced
by the man of flesh because he contin-
uesto servethelaw of sin. This causes
a great conflict in the life of the indi-
vidual as these two entities continue
to live in one body. This is the cross
thatall mustbear: the cross that Jesus
spoke of when he said.” If any man
will come after me, let him deny him-
self and take up his cross and follow
me.” It will be their lot as long as they
live in this body of flesh but at the
same time, as much as it distresses
them, itis evidencethat they are going
in the way of holiness because the
natural man does not have this bur-
den.

Jesus told his disciples just before
heascended untothe Father, “ye shall
receive power afterthat the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses untome bothin Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
This was fulfilled when the day of
Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place and
the promise of the Ages was made
manifestamongthem; they werefilled
with the Holy Ghost and began to
speak with othertongues, as the spirit
gave them utterance, of the wonderful
works of God, of his kingdom and of
the truth and glory of the way of holi-
nessthatthey were enteringinto. This
is the way that they were to witness
unto the way of the Cross, the spirit
that indwells them and leads them in
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the way of holiness and they for the
firsttime understand the teachings of
Jesus and truth of the scriptures in
the writings of the holy men of old:
men who wrote and spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Whenanindividualis bornagain he
is born of the spirit and is a new
creature in Christ, old things pass
away and all things become new. And
all things are of God. Their sense of
values change, theirlove forthe things
of the world change and their desire
now becomes the things of the spiri-
tual realm and more knowledge of this
new life which is so dearand precious
to their soul. They love to read of the
experiences of others who have come
this way, and to bask in the loves and
fellowship of their newly found family
who they love and cherish above all
others. They havelearnedto putthings
intheir proper perspective and realize
that the riches of the world, fame and
esteem of their peers inthis world are
as nothingandeven less than nothing
when compared to the beauty and
glory of the heavenly kingdom that
they have been blessed to see and to
inhabit. They realize that the things of
this world perish with the using and
attaining of them while the treasures
and experiences of the spiritual realm
remain ever lovely and precious re-
gardless of how many times they ex-
perience the joy of their presence in
their life. Their initial change will al-
ways be abethel spotintheirmemory:
They will tell it to each new brother
and sisterthey meetand willrejoicein
its memory every time. | have heard
the experience of some brothers and

sisters many times and | still love to
hear it because it reminds all of the
beauty and mystery of this miracu-
lous transforming from the natural to
the spiritual kingdom. It will never
cease to cause a thrill to course
through the veins of the believer.

But the redeemed shall walk there:
and the ransomed of the Lord shall
return, and come to Zion with songs
and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
andsorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Surely this scripture embodies more
of the substance of, the way of holi-
ness, thanlcouldeverdoeventhough
| do hope to have a part in that way. It
is where only the redeemed of the
Lord can walk, there are no places to
geton or off, they are placed thereand
nothing unclean comes near them. It
is a one way thoroughfare going to
only one destination,the holy city new
Jerusalem: andthey comewith songs
and everlasting joy on their heads.
Surely singing the songs of Zion is
one of the most joyful aspects of the
journey on this way of holiness: it is
those living nowjoining into the expe-
riences of those of other times and
expressing joy and praise of the God
of heaven and earth who is the com-
mon bond or link between them. The
oldest scriptures and the oldestsong
still stirs the heart and soul of those
livingtoday as much as they didinthe
day they were written. Jesus said, ‘I
am the way, the truth and the life: no
man comethtothe Father, butby me.”
Surely this is the way of holiness and
the only way unto the Father.

In bonds of love,
Elder Richard H. Campbell
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ARTICLES

My Dear Brethren:

4| hat | am (the Lord willing)
&1 abouttowrite, is notintended
SN to reflect upon my fellow-
sh|p for you, but is only in the hope it
might stir up our pure minds to such
adegree that we might stand still and
give serious thought and consider-
ation to this subject and ask our-
selves these questions (and God will-
ing) with a prayerful heart;

1. Dol believethat Christ came down
upon this sin cursed earth to suffer,
bleed, die and arise, for His Church?

2. Do | believe He finished what He
came down to do?

3. Do | believe His Church are His
people whom His Father gave Him?

4. Do | believe those people His
Father gave Him are ALL that go to
make up His body the Church, Him
being her Head, He being her Groom,
and her being His bride?

5. Do | believe that on the morning
ofthe resurrectioneach of His people,
whom His Father gave Him, shall be
like Him and be satisfied?

- 6. Do | believe He, Christ, will take
them each and every one to heaven
and immortal glory on the wings of
His everlasting love?

7.Dolbelieve He, Christ, will present
them to His Fatherand say - here they
are Father, of them all, | have lost
none?

8. Do | believe that no hand of man,
had any partinthe forming or building
of this Church?

9. Do | believe that this (Christ's)
Church, orany part or portion thereof,
does - not consist of any nails, any
mortar, any lumber, any brick or stone,
or any other natural material?

10. Was my answer Yes, to all the
above questions?; and if it were Yes;
upon what solid and truthful founda-
tion would or could | base a belief, or
reference to,aman constructed build-
ing or meeting house, AS THE
CHURCH?

11. Now after | have given serious
though to this subject, do | believe
this Subject to be of sufficientimpor-
tance, to abstain from referring to a
building or meeting-house, as a
Church?; ordolbelieve that referring
to that man constructed building as
the meeting house, would be so out
dated, or old timey, that the true Olid
School Primitive Baptist membership
would, either resent it, or not even
know (perhaps), what were being re-
ferred to?’ or do | fear the ridicule of
the world toward the Old School or
Primitive Baptist for being a back-
ward people.

Well my Dear Brethren, the woridly
have always ridiculed the followers of
the Lamb of God and His truths, and
so long as time lasts, | feel sure they
will continue to do so; and that being
the case, could to my mind be some
portion of evidence, that the Old
School or Primitive Baptist faith and
order are in accord with that same
faith and order as were John the Bap-
tist.

Now Dear Brethren; it is neither my
place, nor is it my intent, to even
attempt to try and tell you what you
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should do but as | indicated in the
beginning of this writing was only for
the purpose of stirring up our pure
minds; and leave each of us, where we
already were; inthe hands of our Lord
and God. | do desire to just add this -
| was raised by Old Baptist parents,
and grew up among Old Baptists, and
as my memory serves; until | was
about thirty years of age, | cannot
recall of ever hearing an Old Baptist,
referring to their meeting house as
the church in any way shape or form.
Of course all the different worldly de-
nominations of work mongers in that
section ofthe country always referred
totheirmeeting house astheirchurch.
And then, once in a while | began to
hear one here and there (members of
the Primitive Baptist Churches) refer
to theirmeeting house as the church;
and slowly, over the years, | began
hearing more and more members do-
ing that same thing; at the time, | just
wondered, why the change?; it was
not of any great concern to me at that
time of life for my interest then was
limited only to a respect forthem. But
loand behold, many years later, prac-
tically all ofthe membership were call-
ing the meeting house the church, in
both their speech and writing. Now to
more questions to us all; Do | believe
the Primitive or Old School Baptistdid
adopt that saying, and writing, from
theworkmongers? andif so; forwhat
reason or purpose?; Was it because
of adesire formore membership, more
attraction to larger crowds of people
at meetings?; or was it from a desire
to be more like the world?; or does it

just not matter, one way or another,
what we call our meeting houses?
| just desire more light upon this
subject, and request of the Editors of
the Signs, to please give your views
upon this through the Signs, ortome
personally, by letter, or come to see
me, and give me your views; forit has
burdened me now, for many years. If
in accord with God’s will, may He
grant us with more knowledge of His
greatness and goodness and athank-
ful heart for all His gifts of His mercy
and grace to usward all the days we
have spent upon this earth. | have
absolutely no desire whatsoever, to
argue religion with anyone, | just de-
sire for Holy truths, that my speech
and writing, might not be mixed with
untruths.
Your brother in Christ (1 hope),
Troy G. Shepard
103 East Tateway Rd.
Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949

VOICES OF THE PAST

THE FULFILLMENT OF
THE SCRIPTURES
By Elder H.M. Curry

m| suppose thatevery onewho
4| professes to believe the
| Bible at all, looks for the ful-
flllment of the prophecies. To what
quarter then are we to look for this
fulfillment? How can those who deny
predestination, either in part or in
whole, ever expect the exact, timely
and certain fulfillment of any or all of
the prophecies of the divine oracles?
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God has declared the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times
the things not yet done, saying, My
counselshall stand and | will do all my
pleasure. Part at least of this declara-
tion he has made known unto us by
the mouths of his prophets as re-
corded in the holy Scriptures. The
events thus foretold must certainly
have been foreordained or predesti-
nated, and therefore must be fulfilled,
eachinits time and season. The Sav-
iour said, ‘“Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my word shall not
pass, until all be fulfilled.”

When God says a thing shall come
to pass, does he mean that he will
bringitto pass?When he says athing
shall be done, does he not pledge his
word for its performance? Were the
prophecies of the Scriptures uttered
upon any other authority than the au-
thority of God’s decree? Do they rest
upon any vicissitude of time for their
fulfillment that God’s decrees do not
embrace? Would mere foreknowledge,
or bare permission warrant or even
justify the expression, “It shall come
to pass?’’ or the expression “Shall,”
in any sense of the word? In this part
of the country people read and notice
Hick’s weatherforecasts. When such
changes come as have been proph-
esied, they will say, ‘“Hicks hit it this
time;” when the forecasts fail, they
say, ‘“Hicks missed it this time.” Are
we to look upon God’s prophesies in
this way? Are we to say, when we see
the Scriptures fulfilled in this thing,
God hit it this time? or when we fail to
see them fulfilled in that thing, God
missed it this time.

Are we to treat his prophecies as
mere prognostications? One would
say, O no, God knew all these things
would come to pass, and so he was
kind enough and thoughtful enough
to tell us of them beforehand. This is
a very puerile makeshift, a very falla-
cious and deceptive subterfuge, and
involves the one accepting it in a dif-
ficulty far more serious and ungodly
than he supposes the one tobe which
he is trying to evade, to wit, God’s
decree of predestination; for if God
knew that an event would transpire,
that event is inevitable, that is, it can-
not fail to come to pass exactly as
foreknown,; if inevitable, then it has
been determined, and if determined,
who determined it? If God did not,
who did? The difficulty that | meet
here, is an absolutely determined fu-
ture, and with no determining power
outside of God, and independent of
him. This is fatalism, and the one ac-
cepting such a theory is a fatalist in
the fullest sense of that word. So here
heis plungedintothe very thingwhich
heflattered himself that he was avoid-
ing. In endeavoring to shun animagi-
nary Scylla, he has fallen into a real
Charybdis.

How often do we come upon the
expression in the New Testament,
“This was done that the Scriptures
might be fulfilled.” When Herod sent
forth and killed the little children in
Bethiehem and all the coasts thereof,
it was said thenwas fulfilledthat which
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying, ‘“In Ramah there was a voice
heard, lamentation, and weeping and
great mourning, Rachel weeping for
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her children, and would not be com-
forted because they are not.” Sup-
pose Herod had not sent forth and
killed thelittle children, thenthe words
of Jeremiah would not have been ful-
filled; if his word should fail in one
thing, what confidence would his
prophecies be entitled toin anything?
Butitis not Jeremiah’s word whichis
at stake here, it is God’s word that
must be fulfilled. Herod’s persecution
also caused the flight into Egypt, and
this was done that the Scripture might
be fulfilled, ““Out of Egypt have | called
my Son.” On the return from Egypt,
notwithstanding Joseph had been
warned of God to take the young child
and his motherand gointo the land of
Israel, he through unbelief, fearing
Archelaus, turned aside and dwelt in
Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets,
“He shall be called aNazarene.” Here
not only the wicked persecution by
Herod, but aiso the unbelief of Joseph
alike fulfilled the Scriptures.

When the time arrived that Jesus
should be betrayed into the hands of
wicked men, the betrayerwas at hand,
not as one who accidently turned up
intime of theemergency, butonewho
had beenforetold by prophecy. David
had given a pen picture of him hun-
dreds of years before. It had alsobeen
said by the Christ that one of the
twelve should betray him. Not only
was the man marked out by prophecy
who should do this, but it had also
been foretold how much the traitor
should receive for his work; and also
what should be finally done with the
money. The son of man truly went as

it was written of him. He was delivered
by the determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge of God, and when Herod
and Pilate and the Gentiles and the
people of Israel were gathered to-
gether against him, they were gath-
ered to do whatsoever God’s hand
and God'’s counsel determined before
to be done. (Acts 4:27, 28).

When the Saviour was crucified, he
was put to death betweentwo thieves.
This was done that the Scripture might
be fulfilied which said, He was num-
bered with the transgressors. Sup-
pose there had been no thieves or
transgressors, how then could the
Scriptures have been fulfilled? It was
the custom to break the legs of those
who were put to death by crucifixion,
but on this occasion they broke the
legs of the thieves, but did not break
the legs of Christ. This was done that
the Scriptures might be fulfilled which
said, “Not a bone of him shall be
broken.” This prophecy was fulfilled
in its reference to the literal body of
Christ, butitstillremainsinforceinits
relationto his spiritual body, and must
be fulfilled to the utmost in this also.
Sothis prophecy warrants the eternal
security of all the redeemed family, for
we are members of his body and of his
flesh and of his bones; so notabone
of himshallindeed be broken. Instead
of breaking his legs according to the
custom and the request of the Jews,
they pierced his side with a spear.
This was done that the Scripture might
be fulfilled. “They shalllook upon him
whom they pierced.” Whenin his last
agony he said, “Il thirst,” they in their
fiendish cruelty, gave him vinegar to
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drink. This was done that the Scrip-
ture might be fulfilled, “They gave me
vinegar to drink.” And after all, when
they came to dispose of his raiment,
they gambled forthat, in orderto fulfill
the Scripture, “They parted my rai-
mentamong them, and for my vesture
did they cast lots.” In the most exact
way, the Scriptures were fulfilled in
the life and death of Christ, so that it
may well be said, He died for our sins
according to the Scriptures.

Men are saved to fulfill the Scrip-
tures. “Therefore the redeemed of the
Lord shall return and come to Zion,”
is a prophecy that must be fulfilled;
but for it to be fulfilled, the redeemed
of the Lord must return and come to
Zion. This prophecy cannot be satis-
fied as long as one for whom Christ
died, is away from Zion. “All that the
Fathergiveth me shall come untome,”
saiththe Son. Therighteousness, wis-
dom, power and grace of God are all
engaged to fulfill these words, there-
fore there is no power or contingency
that can ever interfere with the timely
and triumphant victory of all the elec-
tion of grace overevery enemy.Onthe
day of Pentecost, when that great num-
ber of people cried out, “Men and
brethren what shall we do?”’ was ex-
emplified in the fulfiliment of proph-
ecy. A great number of these men
were Jews, those who only afew days
before had crucified the Son of God
withwicked hands: they had spitupon
him, had called him Beelzebub, the
prince of devils; and to express their
resolution never to repent, they said,
‘“Let his blood be upon us and our
children.” But their obduracy could

not hold out-God’s prophecy must be
fulfilled. The redeemed of the Lord
must return and come to Zion. When
Abel offered unto the Lord a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, this
prophecy lay atthe root of the matter.
In the days of Seth, when men began
to call upon the name of the Lord, the
words of the prophet, “Therefore the
redeemed of the Lord shall returnand
come to Zion,” was being fulfilled in
them. One might say that this proph-
ecy had notbeen writteninthe days of
Seth. It had not been written upon
parchment, but it had been written in
the book of God’s decrees, and expe-
riencedinthe heartsand consciences
of men. Allthe prophesies of Jehovah
are from eternity, and are yea and
amen in Christ. Every poor pilgrim,
whose anxious heart and weary foot-
steps seek that city whose builder
andmakeris God, is upheld, forwarded
and guided on his journey by the im-
mutable decree that the redeemed of
the Lord shall return and come to
Zion; and through the certain fulfill-
ment of God’s word, he shallreachthe
holy cityandrestforeverinhersacred
palaces. ,

Men arelost to fulfill the Scriptures.
Is this a hard saying? Can you not
hear it? | am not responsible for the
saying, however hardit may appearto
be. The Saviour said to the Father in
speaking of the twelve, “All of them
have | kept, and none of them is lost
butthe son of perdition, thatthe Scrip-
tures might be fulfilled.” (John 16:12)
Had Judas not been lost, the Scrip-
tures would have been broken. The
thoughtless and presumptuous man
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would say, If Judas had to do what he
did, he would have been exempt from
crime; hewould have had nosin. Upon
what ground would he have been with-
outsin? Whatlaw would exempt him?
According to whose judgment would
he be innocent? State the law and
name the judge, and if it be the law of
God and God himself be the judge,
thenlwill agree thatthe conclusionis
the correct one. Jesus, whois himself
the embodiment of all law, and the
judge both of the living and dead, said
with regard to this matter in reply to
Pilate, “Thou couldst have no power
at all against me except it were given
thee from above: therefore he that
delivered me untothee haththe greater
sin.” Instead of the judgment of Christ
inthis matter concurring withthe judg-
ment of men, that undersuch circum-
stances a man would be without sin,
he declared that for this very reason,
he had the greater sin. Here is a ques-
tion of responsibility for some of the
champions of that cause to settle.
And here is another one: Christ said
tothe Jews, ‘“‘Behold, | send untoyou
prophets, and wise men, and scribes:
and some of them ye shall kill and
crucify; and some of them shall ye
scourge in your synagogues, and
persecute from city to city, that upon
you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of
righteous Zacharias, whom ye slew
between the temple and the altar.”
(Matthew 23: 34, 35) The Saviour here
declares that these men shouldfillup
the measures of their fathers. He also
designates the crimes thatthey should

commit in order to do this, not only
generic crime but specific crimes; and
the end to be answered thereby was
that upon them might come all the
righteous blood that had been shed
upon the earth, from the blood of Abel
to the blood of their most recent vic-
tim.

Now upon what principle of justice
and judgment could four thousand
years of crime berequired at the hand
of one generation? Let some of the
champions of free agency solve this
problem from their favorite standpoint
of accountability. | have been accused
of denying human responsibility, but
in this as in many other things, | have
been willfully misrepresented. | have
only denied that the atonement of
Christ leftany responsibility upon his
people: and further, | have denied the
foolish, imaginary, sentimental and
ungrounded conclusion that predes-
tination relieves men of accountabil-
ity and acquits them of crime upon
principles of equity and justice, and
that therefore in order to be account-
able, a man must be what men are
pleasedto callafreeagent.lhave here
referred to these things to show that
in the fulfillment of God’s decrees
according to his word, a deeper prin-
ciple of justice is involved, than hu-
man standards set forth, or human
pleaders comprehended.

Againitis said of someinthedivine
record, that they were before of old
ordained to this condemnation. Now
if they were before of old ordained to
condemnation, when the condemna-
tion came, did it not come in fulfill-
ment of a decree? Who made the de-
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cree? Some would say that God made
it, but he made it upon conditions.
This they think necessary in order
thatthe character of God stand above
reproachinthejudgment of men. They
admitthat the decree of election unto
lifeis unconditional, but that the ordi-
nation of condemnationis conditional,
and that the subjects of this decree
are endowed with a free agency
whereby they are permitted to work
out their condemnation. This notion
involves a monstrous absurdity, and
that absurdity is this, That God has
denied to man the freedom and ability
to righteousness whereby we must
be saved, but that he has endowed
man with that freedom and ability
whereby he may and can work out a
sure and foreknown condemnation.
And this is resorted to in the vain
imagination thatthe characterof God
is thus vindicated from the charge of
unrighteousness, and be justified in
his ways to man. Peter in speaking of
certain ones, says they were ap-
pointed to disobedience and stum-
bling. (I Peter 2:8) Now if they were
appointedtodisobedience, mustthey
not fulfill the appointment? This they
mustdo, eventhough Godsends them
strong delusions to accomplish it. (2
Thess. 2:11)

Many are ready to exclaim now, If
this be true, who is to be blamed?
This is an old question, and | will give
an old and authoritative answer. | will
first state the question in its ancient
form: “Thou wilt say unto me then,
Why doth he yet find fault? for who
hath resisted his will?”’ Reader, do
you recognize your question? If you

have never seen it before, if you will
read the ninth chapter of Romans,
you will find it. | will now give the
ancient, time honored answer: ‘“Nay
but, O man, who art thou that repliest
against God? Shall the thing formed
say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus? Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the
same lump to make one vessel unto
honor and another unto dishonor?”
Do you recognize the answer? If not,
read the ninth chapter of Romans and
you will find it. This is not your ques-
tion; this is not a question of this age
only. This question was asked two
thousand years ago. Neither is this
my answer. Thisis God’s answer, and
| am satisfied with it. This question
comprehends everything thatthe cav-
ilers of all ages have urged against
the doctrine of God’s sovereign de-
crees. s notthe answer of inspiration
plain and decisive? If the solution of
this problem is to be found in excep-
tionsto God’s decrees, and in making
excuses for him, would he not have
put a very different answer in the
mouth of his inspired apostie? Is not
this the place above all places for
such an excuse to be given? Is not
this question sprung here for the ex-
press purpose of giving a decisive
and unequivocal answer? Is notsuch
an answer given? Shall we receive it
as final and decisive, as coming from
God himself, or shall we seek an-
other, which, although necessarily
false, is more pleasing to our pride
and presumption, and more accept-
able to ignorance and unbelief?
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The unbelief of the Jews fulfilled
the Scriptures. It is recorded by John
that, although he had done many
miracles, yet they believed not on
him: That the saying of Esaias, the
prophet, might be fulfilled: “Lord, who
hathbelieved ourreport? andtowhom
hath the arm of the Lord revealed?
Therefore they could not believe, be-
cause Esaias said again, He hath
blinded theireyes, and hardened their
heart; that they should not see with
their eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, that | might
heal them.” (John 12:37-40) Here it is
expressly stated that the reason they
could not believe, was that Esaias
had foretold their blindness and hard-
ness, and further that this blindness
and hardness of heart was givenfrom
God. The object of this blindness and
hardening was to prevent them from
being converted that he might heal
them. This language seems to imply
thatthere mighthave beena possibil-
ity of their believing and being con-
verted, had not God’s decree inter-
cepted and cut them off.

Heaven and earth shall pass away,
said Christ, but my word shall not
pass away until all be fulfilled. What-
ever the divine record says shall be,
must be. The same authority that says,
Theredeemed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion, has also said, The
wicked shall dowickedly, and none of
the wickedshallunderstand. Thesame
book that says, “All that the Father
givethmeshallcometome,” has also
said, “Evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse.” The same
God that opened Lydia’s heart, that

she attended to the things spoken by
Paul, hardened Pharaoh’s heart that
he would not let the people go. The
same God that works in his people
both to will and to do of his good
pleasure, has also put itin the hearts
of wicked rulers to fulfill his will, and
toagree and give theirkingdomtothe
beast, until the words of God be ful-
filled. (Rev.17:17)

When Paul was arraigned by the
Jews for preaching what was to them
an obnoxious and destructive doc-
trine, his defense was that he had
preached nothingbut whatMoses and
the prophets said should come. iflam
censured for what | have herein writ-
ten, | have but one defense to make,
and that is, | have only written what
Moses and the prophets and Christ
and the apostles have said should be.

(The above is copied from the Signs
of January 15, 1900. We feel that the
subjectis presented clearly and is worth
the close attention of our readers. - Edi-
tors.

ROMANS 9: 8-11.

That is, They which are the children of
the flesh, these are not the children of
God: but the children of the promise are
counted for the seed.

For this is the word of promise, At this
time will I come, and Sara shall have a
son.

And not only this; but when Rebecca
also had conceived by one, even by our
Sfather Isaac;

(For the children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil,
that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but of
him that calleth;)
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Williamston, Kansas
Jan. 28, 1952

Dear Brother Winfrey:

am writingyou my views on
theabsolute predestination
—atdl] of all things.

We are living in an evil age and a
terribly disrupted world. Wars and
rumors of more wars. Blood shed and
all manner of debauchery, graft, and
corruptionis being practiced on every
hand from our highest public officials
and down to men and women of low
rank. Truly it was foretold in the Scrip-
ture, - “Evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse deceiving and
being deceived.” And again, ‘“Now
the spirit speaketh expressly that in
the latter day perilous times shall
come.” One need notbe asagetosee
the development of these divine proph-
esies. Recently the doctrine of God’s
absolute Predestination has been as-
sailed. And having a faint hope that
God has placed me as a watchman
upon the walls of Zion, | feel it is my
dutytoatleast soundawarningandto
offerwhat defense God will enable me
to render. | feel it is no small matter
when God’s wisdom and power are
assailed for these are some of the
very attributes of God.

His very name, “God Almighty’’ im-
plies thereis no powerbut of God, and
Ifind this agreeable to Scripture testi-
mony, to wit: “There is no power but
of God, the powers that be are or-
dained of God.” | can find no excep-
tion to this divine expression. There-
fore the influence of these powers,

whether it be for good or evil, it is
irrefutable, they were ordained of God.
But though evil is everywhere extant
there is no danger that it will ever get
beyond the control of God who or-
dained it. These ordained powers are
limited while the power of God knows
no limit. Thus He has ordained that
“The wrath of man shall praise Him
and the remainder of wraththou shalt
restrain.” Just why one should doubt
or deny the absolute government of
God is beyond me. Indeed, one can-
notdeny this without acknowledging
another power somewhere that con-
trols that part that is not controlied of
God, or else to say a certain part just
goes at random, which, of course,
would be the height of absurdity; orto
say God has a superior rival. | would
say Superior rival from the fact there
is a great deal more wickedness ex-
tant in the world than there is good.
Therefore, this fancied power, what-
ever or wherever it may be has great
superiority over God Almighty. This
idea is no less absurd than the other
and it is easily defeated by a thus
saith the Lord. “I am God, and be-
sides me there is none else, | am God
and there is none like me, declaring
the end from the beginning and from
ancient times the things that are not
yet done, saying my counsel shall
stand and | will do all my pleasure.”
“Yea, thou art worthy, oh Lord, to
receive glory and honor and power
for Thou hast created all things, and
for Thy pleasure they are and were
created.” Who would dare make the
claimthatthesethings, orany ofthese
which are and which were created for
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His pleasure should react to the con-
trary.

Satan, the serpent, is a conspicu-
ous element in God’s creation. God
endowed him with a power and
subtlety such as none of the beasts of
the field possessed. He was ordained
to perform his work which none other
could perform and all of his devilish
work from Eden down through the
ages responded to the eternal pur-
pose for which he was created.
Through his influence, man sinned,
but consider well. Was this a sign of
laxity in the government of God; Was
itthe partof wisdomorlack of wisdom
on the part of God when He placed
these elements all in the garden of
Eden; Did the serpent sneak in un-
awaresto God; Was God disappointed
in the outcome of this venture; If so,
then we mustyield the pointand con-
fess that God is not absolute. We
must confess that matters begintogo
awry right from the start and that God
had created asomethingthat he could
not control.

Such a conclusion is worse than
folly. God is absolute. His purposes
are laid deep in divine wisdom. The
deviland all his creation cannotthwart
Him in one of His purposes. He cre-
ated the deviland He created man and
made him susceptible to the wiles of
the devil thatin the end Jesus should
be glorified in saving His people from
their sins. To say that man, or Adam,
was made able to stand but liable to
fall would be equal in substance that
God willed that he should stand but
the devil overruled Him in that pur-
pose. Why did the law enter; Does this

betray alack of foresight in God. Was
it not that the offense might abound?
And why should the offense abound
only for the paving the way for the
operation of sovereigngrace. Itis writ-
ten. “The law entered that the offense
mightabound butwhere sinabounded
grace did much more abound.” It is
therefore quite evidentthat God had a
purpose even in the entrance of sin
into the world. How could Jesus have
been glorified otherwise? One might
inquire, Why did God create an evil
nation. Was it not that His power over
evil should be made manifest? His
decree to Abraham was that his seed
shouldserve anevil nation400years.
Their bondage was timed, | should
dare say, to the very moment when
they should be liberated. Was this
Predestination? What power but that
of God was at the controls in this
affair. ltwas noaccident thatthe seed
of Abraham came down to this evil
nation, for inasmuch as God had de-
creed it everything else must of ne-
cessity work in harmony with that de-
cree. It necessitated suffering on the
part of Israel to bring them to this evil
nation but their deliverance was also
predestinated just as surely as their
bondage.

The arrangement for their suste-
nance while they were there was also
fixed and this involved suffering on
the part of Joseph. It was not a volun-
tary act of Joseph that he dreamed
dreams that caused his brethren to
hate him. But as a brilliant type of
Jesus they hated him withouta cause.
They abused him and they meantit for
evil but God meant it for good. Why
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did God harden Pharaoh’s heart re-
peatedly and effect his final destruc-
tion in the Red Sea? God, Himself,
gives the answer: “Even for this same
purpose have | raised thee up that |
mightshow My powerin thee and that
My name might be declared through-
out all the earth.” Israel could not
come forth until their bondage was
complete. They were a long time in
bondage but God is not slack con-
cerning His promise; 400 years and
after that they shall come out with
greatsubstance. “Toeverything there
is a season and a time to every pur-
pose under heaven.”

Why did not David allow his servant
to slay Shimei as he cast stones at
David and cursed him as he went
along? David said let him alone. God
hathcommanded himto curse. Should
one questionthe justice of Godinthis
andsimilaracts? Godis absolute. His
decree and His government, His pre-
destination and indeed, all the at-
tributes of God are absolute. He gov-
erns the movements of all His crea-
turesyet He Himselfisabove reproach.
All creation is His and He holds the
undisputed right to use His creatures
and dispose of them in any way as it
may seem good unto Him.

Why should anyone heap this indig-
nity on His pure and holy name by
saying, “If you say that God predesti-
nated the evil acts of man you make
Him the author of sin.” Since God is
under no law by what law can He be
judged andtried? By the law, noman,
of course. But this verdict will not
stand inthe court of divine justice. He
has declared, ‘“l am the Lord. That is

My name and I will not give My glory to
another, neither My praise to graven
images.” God has reserved unto Him-
selftheright to do His will and this He
doeth “In the armies of heaven and
amongst the inhabitants of the earth
and none can stay His hand or say
unto Him, what doest Thou?” “Hath
not the potter power over the clay of
the same lump to make one vessel
unto honor and another unto dis-
honor.” “What if God willing to show
His wrath and make His power known
endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction
orthatHe mightmake knowntheriches
of His glory on the vessels of mercy
which He afore prepared unto glory;”
What if God does this? Must His di-
vine wisdom suffer impeachment in
the laws of puny man?

It cannot be questioned but that
God could have softened the heart of
Pharoah just as well as to have hard-
ened it if that had been agreeable to
His will. But it pleased Him to harden
his heartbecause His decree must be
fulfilled. Some will say God is unjust if
He has not given every one an equal
chancetobe saved. Butthe Scripture
answers this contention: “Nay but oh
man,whoartthouthatrepliestagainst
God? Shall the thing formed say to
Him that formed it, Why hast Thou
made me thus?” God has declared “I
will have mercy on whom | will have
mercy and whom | will | hardeneth.”
Does this make God the author of
sin? The deeds of a man do not made
him either good orbad but they reveal
the true character of the man. His
deeds are commensurate with his
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nature whether they be good or evil.
“By their fruits ye shall know them.”
Jacob and Esau, which is Israel and
Edom, God loved and hated respec-
tively before they were born. Thus it
cannot be established thattheirworks
were a factor in shaping their final
destiny. Their destinies were sealed
before they were born,” neither hav-
ing done any good or evil that the
purpose of God according to election
might stand. It was said unto her, The
elder shall serve the younger.” The
purpose of God in this as in all cases
is preeminent. No power but of God
was employed in shaping this alle-
gory. So may | repeat, their works are
merely commensurate with the na-
ture God has given them.

Now to the climax of the whole story
culminating in the crucifixion of our
Lord. God has said “Awake oh sword
against My shepherd. Againstthe man
that is my fellow. Smite the shepherd
and the sheep shall be scattered and
Iwillturn My handuponthelittle ones.”
The wicked are designated as His
sword. Hence the wicked come and
go atHis command and are made just
as subservient to the will of God as
the weakest saint. So in response to
this divine command, wicked menled
Jesus asalambtotheslaughter.Hence
it is recorded: ‘“Him being delivered
by the determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge of God Ye have taken and
by wicked hands have crucified and
slain.”” And again, “For as a truth
against thy Holy child Jesus whom
thou hast anointed, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate with the people of Israel
were gathered togetherto do whatso-

ever thy hand and thy counsel deter-
mined before to be done. They could
donomore andthey coulddonoless,
forinthe words of Jesus, ‘“‘How could
the Scripture be fulfilled, that thus it
must be.”

Thus we see a glorious triumph for
the complete Absolute Predestination
of God, overruling the powers of dark-
ness to His glory and ultimate salva-
tion of ali His elect people. Jesus died
butitwas not possible that He should
be holden of death. He is risen from
the dead, that through death He might
destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil, and deliver
them who through the fear of death
were all theirlife-time subjectto bond-
age.Hethus addressed His elect, say-
ing, “lam He thatwas dead but behold
| am alive forevermore and because |
live ye shall live, also.” So to the
wicked alldownthe line it may be said
as it was said to Pharaoh: “Even for
this same purpose have | raised thee
up thatI might show My powerinthee
and that My name might be declared
throughout all the earth.” Christ cru-
cified is our theme. Nothing but the
blood of Jesus can do helpless sin-
ners any good.

I have by no means exhausted the
greatarray of testimony relating to the
Absolute Predestination of ali things,
butthis may suffice for the time being.
Thanks be unto God “who workethall
things after the counsel of His own

will.”

L.L.Schenck
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From Elder Lamberts Book,
"Tried In The Furnace".

SPIRITUALINVENTORY
May, 1946
Wherefore the rather, breth-
ren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if

ye do these things, ye shall
never fail. - 2 Peter 1:10.

his

lan-

‘tothemthat have ob-
tained like precious
faith withus through
the righteousness of

eLbEreJ.LaMBERT  God and our Savior,
Jesus Christ.” It is not addressed to
any other than children of God. None
can receive these sayings save the
calledand elected. Those whoare the
called and elected were so solely be-
cause of the righteousness of God
and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us
now proceed in our meditations to
make our calling and election sure by
using the same formula advocated
Peter in this same scripture. | have
termed this formula alesson in Spiri-
tual Mathematics.

First, he says: ‘‘Add to your faith
virtue: and to virtue knowledge; and
toknowledge temperance, andtotem-
perance patience; and to patience
godliness; andtogodliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in you,
and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (2 Peter 1:5-8).

All these that we are to add must be
of the same denomination and we
must be in possession ofthem before
we can add them. If we can determine
the source of faith then we must con-
cludethatthese otherthings are from
the same source in order to be of the
same denomination. ‘‘By graceareye
saved through ‘faith’; and that not of
yourselves: it {faith} is the gift of God.”

Faith is the gift of God, so all these
other things we are to add must be
gifts of God. If the virtue and these
other things be good they must be
gifts of God. James says: “Donoterr,
my beloved brethren. Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” So all
theseare good - thus gifts of God, and
we must be in possession of each of
them before we can add them.

So, inthis problem of Spiritual Math-
ematics, itdoes notconcernany works
of righteousness that we may perform
but our pure minds being stirred up by
way of remembrance of these won-
derful gifts that God hath bestowed
upon us. When we are so enabled by
the Spirit to study ourselves (as be-
ing) approved unto God: we make our
calling and election so sure in our
minds that we are enabled to rejoice
and not fall into despair. in working
out our own salvation by recalling all
the things that we have experienced
we fear and tremble. We wonder has
God been so gracious unto us as to
workin us both towill and to do of His
good pleasure.
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Now in solving this problem for our
own consolation, we must now con-
sider: do we have faith in God and
Jesus Christ as our Savior? If we find
that we have any trust or confidence
in ourselves for any part of salvation,
to such extent we are void of faith in
Jesus Christ but if we find that our
experience teaches us that we must
be saved solely upon the merits of
Jesus and have no confidenceinour-
selves then we may conclude that we
are in possession of faith. '

Next, let us consider virtue. We fear
and tremble nowbecauseinourflesh
we canfind no good thing. We are but
sinners, vile and needy. Sin is mixed
with all we do. We are comforted with
this thought, surely it takes virtue to
reveal to us oursinfulness. Wereit not
for this virtue we would be righteous
in our own eyes. Surely, then, God
hath given to us this virtue. This pure
heart or virtue enables us to see our-
selves as we are. It enables us to
beholdthat sinis mixed with allwe do.
We see that in us (that is in our flesh)
dwells no good thing.

Next, we are glad toadd knowledge.
His children growin grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. God had taught us through
experience more and more of the meri-
torious, completework thatJesus has
performed, is performing and will per-
form for God’s chosen. Surely knowl-
edge may be addedinthe meditations
of the pure mind concerning our expe-
rience.

Next, we are to add temperance.
Have our experience and belief tem-
pered our actions? Have we not been

restrained insome degree from think-
ing and acting as we havethoughtand
acted heretofore? Are we not more
sane minded in our estimation of oth-
ers aswell as ourselves? Have we not
been restrained from trusting in our-
selves? This peculiar experience has
tempered our actions and even our
associatesandideals are notthesame.
Now we see temperance added to the
list in our meditations.

Next on the list is patience. Paul
said: “We glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh pa-
tience.” Through muchtribulationwe
have learned to patiently wait upon
the Lord. We have been taught by that
great Teacher that we are depraved
and have no ability to lift ourselves
from this condition but God has been
so merciful unto us thatwhenwe were
deepestin despair He has reached us
many times. These experiences have
wroughtinus adegree of patience. we
now see that God has blessed us with
patience.

“And to patience godliness.” God
has been so gracious to us and has
blessed us in so many ways. There is
such vast difference between us and
God. No comparison, butwhat acon-
trast! We are incapable; God is all
powerful. We are foolish; God is all
wise.We are sinful; Godis all holy. We
are creatures of time; God is eternal.
We are finite; God is infinite. We are
mortal; God is immortal. It is with
reverential fear and amazement that
we are made to bow to the shalls and
wills of Jehovah and trust through
Jesus Christ the God-man that His
abundant mercy may even reach us.
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May we not add godliness to the list
being possessed with this reverential
awe and fear?

To godliness, brotherly kindness.
Once my earthly father, who was an
ordained ministerinanotherreligious
organization, accompanied me to a
Primitive Baptist Church. While we
were enroute home | noticed tears
trickling down his cheeks as he said,
“Iwouldto Godthatthe brotherly love
you people have one for another was
practiced by us.” | asked him why he
made such a remark, and he said,
“Everyone canseethatyoufolks love
oneanother, thelovely smile,the warm
hand clasp and the smiling counte-
nance on your faces shows that you
really love oneanother. Inourchurch,
there is confusion, strife and pride
displayed in a big way.”

Eventhe heathencansay, “The Lord
hath done greatthings forthem.” They
can see the brotherly love that exists
between brethren. When abrotherre-
joices, the brethren rejoice with him.
When a brother mourns, the brethren
mournwith him. Surely brotherly kind-
ness may be added to ourcharacteris-
tics.

“Tobrotherly kindness, charity.” Do
we possess charity, which is love?
We love God because He first loved
us. We love the brethren with that
godly love. This love is not akin to
naturallove. The same love God loves
us with goes back and loves God and
goes out and loves the brethren. We
cannot be so selfish as to retain this
lovebutitis efficacious -reciprocates
- it loves God and the brethren and
enables us to do good to all mankind,
especially to the household of faith.

Now, we have worked out our own
salvation with fearand trembling. We
have added each of the gifts that God
hadso graciously blessed us with. We
have made our calling and election
sure by the Spirit stirring up our pure
minds by way of remembrance of the
things that we have experienced. We
will notfall indespair; ourminds have
been gladdened and we are made to
rejoice over our experience that God
has so graciously blessed us to enjoy.
Now we praise His holy name for His
goodness to the children of men.

Dear Sister Donaldson,

B| hope you and Hovis had a
| goodtrip. And botharewell,
Bes¥8| and enjoying good health. |
wentto LA last week to a meeting, we
had agood meeting. | was glad to see
all the brothers and sisters. It was a
joyandioveinChristlhope. Thereare
somescriptures still onmy mind. Exo-
dus 33: 21, 22, 23, and the Lord said:
Behold there is a place by me, and
thou shall stand upon a rock: And it
shall come to pass, while my glory
passeth by, that I will putthee in a cliff
of the rock, and will cover thee with
my handwhile | pass by: And I will take
away mine hand, and thou shalt see
my back parts: but my face shall not
be seen. | know that the Lord was
talking to Moses. But | believe this
was surely God’s people in Christ. In
verse 21 and the Lord said. First |
would like you notice who was talk-
ing, itisthe Lord. Next he said, Behold
there is a place by me. | believe this
place was for Christ. Before the high-
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est hill was ever formed. This place
was for Christto setdown onthe right
hand of God, Where he is sitting now.
And thou shall stand uponarock. And
| believe what the scripture said. |
believe every child of God shall stand
on that rock. For he said upon this
rock | will build my Church and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. | believe this is that sure foundation
for God’s people. And it shallcometo
pass. It can not fail. It must come to
pass. For God has spoken and his
word shall not return to him void. But
shall accomplish that where unto |
send it. While my glory passeth by,
that I will putthee in a cliff of the rock.
| believe we were chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world.
We were in him when he hung on the
cross. And we were in him when he
was buried in the grave. And we were
in him when he arose. This was our
part in the first resurrection. Where
the second death had no power over
God’s children. Will cover thee with
my hand while | pass by. | believe that
handwas the hand of God. That did all
the work when he said it is finished,
and gave up the ghost. And he has
covered all their sins, and never re-
members them any more. He has
cleansed them and justified them be-
fore this great God. Who can lay any
thing to their charge. And | will take
away my hand. This is where God
took Christ out of this world. For |
believe Christ is his hand. And thou
shall see my back parts. But my face
shall not be seen. Thou shall see my
back parts. This back parts is the
righteous work that Christ has re-

vealed in his little ones. That is so
marvelous in our eyes. We see this
with the eye of faith. We don’t see his
back parts with these natural eyes.
But my face shall not be seen. This is
the same shall, that he has been using
in the other places. You shall not see
my face. You cannot look at God’s
face and know as he knows. For you
are not equal with him. You cannot
see my face and live. This is the glory
that he said he would show youwhile
he passes by. He has called them with
a holy calling in Christ. He has loved
them with an every lasting love. Exo-
dus 33:12 | know thee by name and
33:13.Showme now thy way. | believe
the things we have beentalking about
is His ways. | believe Christ is our
way. If | can be in this matter, this has
got too great for me. O what love is
this. He has called us the sons of God.
| believe in this God. That works all
things after the counsel of his own
will. A brother in hope, if one at all.

Both our love for Christ’s sake,
Elder J.C. Townley and wife

' HEBREWS 11: 1-3.

Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

For by it the elders obtained a
good report.

Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR JUNE 1993
Andrew C. Agee, VA ................. $2.00
Mrs. Novaline S. Steward, NC .... 2.00
Nolan Lanier,NC...........cccoceevueeenn 7.00
Miles T. Bird, LA .........cceeeeeunnnene 5.00
Harold T. Clayton, NC.................. 2.00
R.A. Hocutt, GA.........c.oooeecennnnne 20.00
Mrs. Minnie Barrett, AL............... 2.00
William Mitchell, VA .................... 2.00
GlennR. Slate, VA ..........cccoeeunne. 5.00
Mrs. Fannie D. Wiles, VA ............ 5.00
Mrs. Lottie Minter, NC.................. 2.00
Mrs. James Meador, VA.............. 2.00
Elder C.M. Haygood, TX ............. 2.00

Mrs. Edward B. Hodnett, VA ...... 2.00

This contribution list should have been
published earlier, please pardon the

delay.
y Editors

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS 11 / 93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.

OBITUARIES

SISTER MAMIE LEE BRUMFIELD

tis with A'sad heart that we
try to write a few lines in

=] memory of our dear Sister
Mamle Brumfield. Sister Mamie
Brumfield 82 of 1327 Claiborne St.
Danville, Va. died in Danville Memorial
Hospital, April 14, 1993.

Born Jan. 19, 1911 in Pittsylvania
County, the daughter of the late Rob-
ertLee and Maria Brumfield. She was
marriedto thelate Albert C. Brumfield.

She joined Old Mt. Primitive Baptist
Church June 21, 1952, A faithful and
loving member, attending regular as
long as herhealth permitted, andloved
by all who knew her, the idol of her
children.

Although not able to attend church
forseveralyears, herfaith andlove for
the church remained strong, telling
the writer the day before she went
backtothe hospital, (I can’t help what
the Dr. says, | will live every day and
minute the Lord intended.) When the
Dr. told the family that she only had a
short time to live, her granddaughter
wrote this poem.

OurGrandma

Her skin is soft and silky;

Her hair is like untouched snow.
Her eyes are tired and weary,
She knows its time to go.

But she is the one who loves us,
cause

She’s our grandma you know.

She raised us up from babies;

Thats why it is so hard to let go.

Shehas beentherethroughtheyears

For each and every one.

Now we are all grown up and mar-
ried;

Her work is finally done.

There will be no other one to take
herplace,
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| hope she is in a place,
That is quiet and
Full of grace.

For she will be remembered

Long after our tears are wiped dry.
Becausewe hope Grandma’s gone,
To be with our Father in the sky.

Written by Penny Reid Dooley for
her Grandma, Mamie Brumfield.

She leaves to mourn, four sons,
Robert Lee Brumfield of Sutherlin,
Lours Brumfield of Greensboro, NC,
Larry D. Brumfield of Danville and
Edward Lee Shaw of Roanoke; Four
daughters, Francis B. Buchanan, Effie
B. Davis, and Susie B. Brooks, all of
Danville, and Faye B. Brooks of Eagle
Rock; two sisters, Sister Doris
Rowland and Sister Carrie McDaniel,
both of Danville; 17 grandchildren, 20
great grandchildren; and five great-
great-grandchildren.

Thefuneralwas conducted Sat. April
17, 1993, at 2 p.m. at Barker Funeral
home Chapel, by her pastorElder H.W.
Wray, and Elder Marvin Brumfield. May
the family be reconciled to God’s will.

Herbody was laid torestin Danville
Memorial Gardens, beneath a beauti-
ful mound of flowers, A token of love
from her family and many friends.
Where her body will rest until that
Greatday, WHEN Christ, the righteous
Judge shall come to take His ran-
somed people home, Written at the
request of Old Mt. Church.

Sarah Barker

WALTER CLEVELAND HAMLETT JR.

rother Walter Cleveland
Hamlett Jr. Passed from this
2| life April1,1993.Hewas born
in Prlnce Edward County, September
5, 1942. He was the son of the late
Walter C. and Lottie Nash Hamlett.
Brother Hamlett was a member of
Springfield Primitive Baptist Church,
Gretna, Va. He was received by expe-
rience June 9, 1985. Brother Hamlett
didn’t attend Meeting very often but
when he did, he seemed to always
enjoy preaching and fellowship.
Brother Hamliett was preceded in
death by two sons; Anthony Wayne
and Howard Cleveland Hamlett and
one sister, Carrie Hamlett Leftwich.
Heis survived by his wife, Elizabeth
(Libby) Younce Hamlett. Three sons;
Carrol Ray Hamlett of Flora City,
Florida, Steven Greg Hamlett of
Tampa, Florida and Chris Wayne
Hamlett of Rustburg, Va. Two broth-
ers; Herbert Hamlett of Evergreen, Va.
and John Hamlett of Kenbridge, Va.
Four sisters; Mrs. Garland (Joyce)
Harris of Evington, Mrs. Reid (Janie)
Sapp of Chesterfield, Mrs. David (Jean)
Phelps (twin sister) of Brookneal and
Mrs. William (Dorothy) Foster of
Phenix and seven grandchildren.
Brother Hamlett was laid to rest in
the Hamilett family cemetery at Char-
lotte County. |
May all who mourn say “Thy Will Be
Done”.

Written in love and hope,
Sister Carol R. Pickral
Oscar D. Pickral, Clerk
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ALVIN E. LANCASTER
December 23, 1924 - June 30, 1993

uiet, softspoken, stern, lov-
ing, peacemaker, and help-
= 4] ful are qualities that de-
scrlbe Brother Alvin E. Lancasterwho
departed this life on June 30, 1993.

Brother Lancaster was a quiet and
gentle person moving among the
brethren enjoying theirfellowship and
greetingthem n his softspokentone.
He was always helpful when duty
called at his church, always a care-
taker performing any tasks that are
required in keeping the meeting house
and grounds in operative order.
Brother Lancaster possessed a spe-
cial love for his family, wife and two
daughters, was always excited when
his girls came home, and spent much
time traveling to see them.

He was also a peacemaker. Not al-
ways didthings goas he would rather,
but usually he was willing to abide by
the wishes ofthe brethrenratherthan
create confusion. He wasn’t a ‘‘yes”
man, but a man with convictions and
once made this statement that contin-
ues to ring in my ears - ““when a man
does anything against what he feels
he’s been shown by God, he’s on
dangerous ground.”

Intimes of controversy he would let
the brethren know in a stern tone his
feelings about what went on at home
or abroad.

Brother Lancaster united with the
church at Pleasant Hill April 24, 1954
and was baptised the same day by his
beloved pastor, the late Eider C.N.
Bunn. On September 22,1974 he was

ordained a deacon and served his
brethren faithfully until his death.

We at Pleasant Hill Churchmiss our
dear brother, but know it would be
selfishtowish him back, therefore we
say to his wife, Mae Flood Lancaster,
his daughters Margaret L. Neikirk,
AliceL. Pettitt, and his sisters, Sisters
Lessie L. Lancaster, Fannie Mae
Calhoun, and Mrs. Martha L. Brake
thatwe extend ourlove and sympathy
toyouatthis time when we share your
great loss.

Brother Lancaster’s funeral was
conductedat Johnson FuneralHome,
Sunset Avenue, in Rocky Mount, NC
by Elders D.B. Stokes and Henry
Jones. His body was laid to rest in
Pineview Cemetery, Rocky Mount, NC.

Sleep on Brother Alvin, we hope you
areresting in God’s love awaiting the
second coming of Christ when your
hope in Christ will know redemption.

Written by one who served the
church with him, respected him, and
now feels so lost and insufficient.

God’s will be done.

J. Carroll Williams

PSALM 148: 1-5.

PRAISE ye the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord from the heavens: praise him in
the heights.

Praise ye him, all his angels: praise
ye him, all his hosts.

Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise
him, all ye stars of light.

Praise him, ye heavesn of heavens,
and ye waters that be above the heav-
ens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord:
Jor he commanded, and they were cre-
ated.
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TRUTH PASSED

I searched my soul, and found
me clothed,

With nothing but sin and rags,
I desperately tried, these things
to hide,

With all my lies and my brags,
But when the one, much stronger
than I,

Began to intervene,

I knew he'd won, and with a
sigh,

I surrendered to my King.

Ididn’t know the joy I'd feel,
When he brought me to my knees.
And taught me that I'd do his
will,

To wait for his expertise.

The threshing floor was a guide
Jor me,

To follow in his steps,

And I'm so glad I was made to
see,

And tribulations made to accept.

This world has lost it’s beauty
Jor me,

I'm looking for much, much more,
A continuing city to always be,
My home forever more.

Katherine Mathews
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EDITORIAL
LOVE
portionofa
di prayer by
1] David was,

“God be merciful
unto us, and bless
4 us: and cause his
" face to shine upon

us; Selah. that thy
way may be known upon earth,
thy saving health among all na-
tions. Let all the people praise
thee, O God; let all the people
praise thee.” If | know truly the
thoughts of my heart, this is also my
prayer for the saints of God the world
over; andit should be the prayer of all

ELDER C.C. WILBANKS

His beloved children. “That thy way
may be known upon the earth.”
Jesus christ is “theway, the truth,
and the life.” No man can come
unto him, “except the Father
which hath sent me draw him;
and I will raise him up at the last
day.” Neither can any man know
the Father or the Son except they
berevealed, “and noman knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal him.” This rev-
elation does not come to the natural
or carnal man, for we have only a
natural or carnal mind; and “the car-
nal mind is enmity against God:
Jor it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be. So
then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God.” The word
enmity means hatred, not enemy, for
anenemy may be changed and recon-
ciled, but hatred must be destroyed.
Also we read 1 Cor.2:14: “But the
natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” If Jesus revealed the Father
unto us we have eternal life: for Jesus
said in his prayer,(John 17:3,) “And
thisislifeeternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.” This eternal life is a spiritual
life, “which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.” Toreceive this spiri-
tual life we must be born again, for
“that which is born of the flesh is
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flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.” This birth can-
not be obtained by man asking God
for it, for it is “not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.” Towhomisthis
life given, and why? It is given to the
children who were chosen in Jesus
Christ before the foundation of the
world. “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ: according as he hath
chosen us in him before the foun-
dation of theworld, thatwe should
be holy and without blame before
him in love: having predestinated
us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of
his will.” Itis according to the good
pleasure of his will that all things that
are, and all things that shall come to
pass, were ordained or predestinated
to be by him. Their names were also
written inthe Lamb’s book of life; and
he stood as a Lamb slain before the
foundation of the world to redeem
them from the curse of the law. He
was made a curse for them; for,
“Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree.” These same children that
were chosen in him are partakers of
flesh and blood. We read, “Behold I
and the children which God hath
given me. Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same: that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,

that is thedevil” Thesechildrenare
also called sheep, and Jesus said of
them, “My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow
me: and I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish.”
This life that he gives has ever been
theirs, but is givento them in the new
birth: for they are dead, and their life
is hid with Christin God; and itwas in
him before the foundation of the world.
Birth does not givelife, but only brings
forth the life already there. There are
many more scriptures that prove who
the ones arethatare giventhis eternal
life, but these should be sufficient.
God is love, and he spake unto
Jeremiah, saying, “Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee.” God's love for
his people is the reason that he hath
redeemed them from their sins. His
love and his mercy did not save them,
but was the reason. It took the shed
blood of His beloved Sonto make the
atonement. “Beloved, let us love
one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is born
of God, and knoweth God. He that
loveth not knoweth not God: for
God is love. In this was mani-
fested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world that
we might live.” “But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quick-
ened us together with Christ,(by
grace are ye saved;) and hath
made us sit together in heavenly
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pPlaces in Christ Jesus.” As we
stated before, God's love did not re-
deem his beloved children, but was
the cause. The words love, loved,
loveth and charity (Godly love) ap-
pears inthe Holy Scriptures 380 times,
and most of them have reference to
the love of God. Paul speaks of char-
ity in 1 Cor, chapter 13, in this way:
“Charity suffereth long, and is
kind; charity envieth not; charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, does not behave itself un-
seemly, seeketh not her own, is
not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in truth; beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things.
Charity never faileth.” These are
things concerning brotherly love, of
which Paul wrote to the
- Thessalonians, “But as touching
brotherly love ye need not that I
write unto you: for ye yourselves
are taught of God to love one
another.” There are various other
loves, such as love between husbands
and wives, parental love, love of chil-
dren for parents, love of other rela-
tives and friends, etc. There is also
love that is evil, as, “The love of
money is the root of all evil.”
However it is the love that God has
bestowed upon his people thatwe are
considering most at this time All of
God's attributes are perfect and they
are equal. One cannot override. or
cancel, orvoid another, therefore nei-
ther his love nor his mercy can take
the place of his justice. His justice
must be satisfied, and his perfect law

says, “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.”We have beenfound guilty
and sentenced, “For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of
God.” There is not a just court any
where that would allow one personto
die in the room and stead of one that
has beensentencedto death; buteven
if it was allowed would justice be
served? No, for the guilty one would
still be just as guilty as ever. Yet
Jesus Christ came into the world to
suffer, bleed and die for guilty sin-
ners. How could God's justice be sat-
isfied with the death of Jesus for his
people? Paul gives the answer in
Eph.1:22-23. God “hath put all
things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things
to the church, which is his body,
the fulness of him that filleth all
in all.” And in Eph.5:30 Paul says,
“For we are members of his body,
of his flesh, and of his bones.”
Therefore we have a living unity or
oneness with him. When Jesus the
head died, we must conclude that the
body also died, for the body cannot
live without the head. We were in him
when he hung upon the cross of Cal-
vary, and we were buried with him,
and we arose with him. We read
Rom.6:4-6. “Therefore we are bur-
ied with him by baptism into his
death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we
should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted to-
getherin thelikeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection: knowing this,
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that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we
should not live in sin.” Jesus said,
“I am the resurrection, and the
life: he thatbelieveth inme, though
he were dead, yet shall he live:
and whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die.”
Jesusis thefirstresurrection,and we
are told in Rev.26:6 that “Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power.”
Brethren, if we were in him when he
hung on that cross, we had a part in
thefirst resurrection, and shall not be
cast into the lake of fire prepared for
the devil and his angels, which is the
second death. How wonderful, how
comforting, how refreshing, and yes
howastonishingitseemtousattimes,
that we have been given a hope in
Christ! For this hope is an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steadfast.
This hope is that we are one of those
whowere redeemedwiththe precious
blood of Christ, and that he is coming
again, without sin unto salvation, to
receive us unto himselfinheavenand
immortal glory. As we said before, if
we are what we hope to be then we
have a living unity or oneness with
him. In his prayer,(John 17:21,) he
prayed to the Father, “That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, artin
me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us.” And in verse 24
he said, “Father I will that they
also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me wherelIam; that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast

given me: for thou lovedst me be-
Jore the foundation of the world.”
Can there be any doubt that what
Christ prayed for will be given him? In
the 11th. verse he prayed, “And now
I am no more in the world, but
these are in the world, and I come
to thee. Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou
hast given me that they may be
one, as we are.” Surely God keeps
his children as long as they live inthis
sin filled world, but in the flesh they
continue to transgress his laws and
commandments, which is sin. In
Psalms 89:31-33 we read, “If they
break my statutes, and keep not
my commandments; then will I
visit their transgressions with the
rod, and their iniquity with
stripes. Nevertheless my
lovingkindness will I not utterly
take from him, nor suffer my faith-
fulness to fail.” God uses the rod of
afflictions when they go astray, to
bring them back into the right way, for
they are a stiffnecked and rebellious
people, and will be as long as they
remain in this world. It is said in
Ps.119:6-7, “Before I was afflicted
Iwent astray; but now have I kept
thy word.” Iin the 12th. chapter of
Hebrews we find: “And ye have for-
gotten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as children,
My son, despise not thou the chas-
tening of the Lord, nor faint when
thou artrebuked of him: for whom
the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. If ye endure chasten-
ing, God dealeth with you as with
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sons; for what son is he whom the
Jather chasteneth not? But if ye
be without chastisement, whereof
all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons.” (verses
6-8.) Our fathers in the flesh chas-
tened us aftertheir own pleasure, but
he (God) for our profit, that we might
be partakers of his holiness. (Verses
9-10) John said, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God.” What is
the manner of his love? It is the man-
ner or way that he hath, and does,
bestow his love uponus, “For God so
loved the world , that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth on him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”
And in Phil. 1:29 we read, “For unto
you it is given in the behalf of
Jesus Christ, not only to believe,
but also to suffer for his sake.” It
is only tothe children of God that this
belief and suffering comes by his
grace. And, “The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God:
and if children, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified to-
gether. For I reckon that the suf-
Jerings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with
the glorywhich shall follow.” (Rom
8:16-18). Aportion of his way with us
is his chastisement of us, as men-
tioned above, when we err from the
way of righteousness. Inthe 1st. chap-
ter of James we read, “My brethren,

count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; knowing this,
that the trying of your faith
worketh patience.” (v.1-2) “Blessed
is the man that endureth tempta-
tion: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them
that love him. Let no man say
when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither tempteth he any
man. But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own
lusts and enticed.” Yes, brethren,
God blesses us even in our tempta-
tions, and we read, “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as
is common to man: but God is
Jaithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are
able: but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it.”(1
Cor,10:13).Brethren, we aretold that
in this world we must suffer trials,
temptations, persecutions, tribula-
tions, etc., but God gives us strength
to bear them, for he will not suffer us
to become completely overcome. In
all these things we should be of good
cheer, for Jesus hath overcome the
world. (See John 16:33). And Paul
tells us,”Who shall separate us
Jrom the love of Christ? shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written,
For thy sake we are killed all the
day long: we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in
all these things we are more than
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conquerors through him that loved
us. For I am persuaded, that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things tocome,
nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to
separate us _from the love of God,
which is in ChristJesusour Lord.”
How wonderful to know that there is
nothingthat can separate us fromthe
love of our God! “And we know that
all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to
his purpose."All of our days are not
consumed underthe chastening hand
of God, for there are times of refresh-
ing and great joy in his love because
ofthe faithand hope that is given unto
us. We read 1 Peter 1:1-8: “Blessed
be the God and father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begot-
ten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by
the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time."Whereinye
greatly rejoice, though now for a sea-
son, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations: that
the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
whom having not seen, ye love; in

whom, though now ye see him not,
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un-
speakable, and full of glory: receiving
the end of your faith, even the salva-
tionof yoursouls.” Weread in1John
chapter 4: “And we have known
and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him. Herein is
love made perfect, that we may
have boldness in the day of judg-
ment: because as he is, so are we
in the world. There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casteth out
fear: because fear hath torment.
He that feareth is not made per-
fect in love. We love him, because
he first loved us. If a man say, I
love God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar:_for he that loveth not
his brother whom he hath seen,
how can he love God whom he
hath notseen? And this command-
ment have we from him, That he
who loveth God love his brother
also.” Brethren beloved, let us love
one another with godly love, always
esteeming others better than our-
selves. Written in the spirit of love to
the beloved brethren in Christ Jesus
our Saviour by a poor worm of the
dust. | feel the need of your prayers of
faith. May God bless the truth herein
and pardon all errors.
Elder C.C. Wilbanks

PSALM 148:1.

Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord from the heavens: praise
him in the heights.
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CORRESPONDENCE

To the Signs of the Times:

o hile it is fresh on my mind,
BY.Y hereareafewthoughts about
Fie B8] the 103rd Association of the
South Ouachlta Primitive Baptists.

What a blessing it is when His little
ones can meet together in love and
sweet fellowship.

| don’t believe | have ever been in-
volved in such an occasion before
when there was no interruption of any
kind to take away the joy that was
being shared there. We had many visi-
tors from other parts of our country
who shared this feeling with us. Never
have our visiting ministers seemed
so humble and yet so completely full
of the spiritual news, nor the mem-
bers so ready to hear.

Afterthe meetingwas over, the hus-
band of asister of one of our members
(he belongs to the Methodist Faith
and Order) said to me ‘“‘wouldn’t it be
a blessing if what | saw and heard in
this building today could be shared by
other churches all over.” | believe he
did see something he had never wit-
nessed before. This meeting was
something that had to be shared to
know about it. You cannot tell it to
anyone.

| believe this two-day Association
we have shared was prepared for us
by our Heavenly Father for our com-
fort and consolation at this specific
time, yet will not suffice for tomorrow
or next week or next month. We need

anewsupply day by day. How blessed
are we to have such Elders who are
called, set apart, taught the right way
by the right Teacher, and therefore
qualified, to bringafresh supply when
needed.

They spoke to us of how the Word
thatwas made flesh and dweltamong
us, shares all our trials and sorrows
and promised to never leave nor for-
sakeus. ThatWord teaches and makes
us believe He is the Way, the Truth
and the Life. He tells by opening the
scripturesto us that because He lives
we may live also. He is now seated on
the right hand of His Father making
intercession for us with words we
don’thave. They, throughinnerwork-
ing of the spirit and the power of the
gospel, convince us of that glorious
truth containedin the scriptures, that
this truth shall make you free, not in
order to become sons, but because
you are sons of God. God sends forth
the spirit of His Son into your heart
crying Abba Father. This spirit places
within our heart faith, hope and love
that carries us safely through this
lifetime we spend here.

How good and pleasant it is when
brethren can meet together in unity.

Remember me in your prayers,
Elder Graydon Smith

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS 12 / 93
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE.
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September 15,1993
Dear Elder Key:

WAl s far back as | can remem-
| ber | can remember going

S, 3| to Norkfork Churchwithmy
famlly My mother’s fatherand mother
(Mammy & Pa) to me were members
there. | loved that little church then
andlstill loveit. I still don’tfeel worthy
to have a home with the church but
wouldn’ttake amillion dollars for this
little hope | have in my breast some-
times. Every month when | get the
Signs of the Times | read it through
and I really enjoy the letters the broth-
ers and sisters write in there. | was
born afarmer's daughter. It was 11 of
us children. Six girlsand 5boys. There
is one brotherand4 sisters stillliving.
| lost my Father, Mother, 1 sister, 4
brothers, husband, baby and a
nephew, all of them | loved dearly. |
am the third child and when | was 17
yrs. old | got a job and went to public
work.

Irememberthe Sunday BrotherPaul
Wyatt joined Norkfork Church. The
songtheysangwas “WhenlcanRead
My Title Clear.” After this me and my
mother, he and his wife would go to
meeting every weekend. | remember
one Sunday at Martinsville Church
(The Church then was on college St.
and they was having their meeting at
the city park. We had good preaching
and lunch. After lunch some of the
brothers and sisters talked of their
experiences and | began to cry. | re-
member Elder Cecil Turner shook my
hand and asked if | belonged to a
church | said no. He said you are an

Old Baptist. He didn’t know how |
loved those words. | never got to tell
him how good he made me feel.

After Brother Paul Wyattwasn’table
to go to church a lot; Sister Odell
Wells joined the church at Norkfork.
After this she came to see me during
the week when | got home from work
and we always went to meeting to-
getherandlenjoyed heralot. We went
to Chappel one Sunday and when the
singing began Elder Tench asked if
anyone had asong. This man,woman,
and two young boys were sitting in
front of us. The smallest boy sang
every word of the song. | was so full |
couldn’tsing but from that day to this
| will never forget that song.

One Sunday at Malmaison ElderNoel
Conner preached about seeing a pic-
ture of the Lord that he had seenona
wall.Idon’tremember if it was a dream
he had but | had the same experience
happentomeinadream and | wished
I could have told him about how | felt
then. | loved every minute of it. These
sweet feelings don’t last long but the
ones that have had them knows what
| am talking about.

When the association was held at
Canaan Churchitwas held outdoors.
itseemed thatevery preacherthat day
(Idon’tknow how many was there) fed
me a crumb. | was so happy. We were
singing the closing hymn and Elder
Raymond Goad said (I don’t know
what you are waiting for?) The next
meeting day at Norkfork | sat at my
usual seatbecause | didn’tfeel worthy
to ask for a home with these good
people.lprayedandcriedalotand on
Saturday before the 2nd Sunday |
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played the record (“In His Arms I'm
NotAfraid”,) by Jim Eanes (my cousin).
I work, prayed and cried all day long
asking God to have mercy on me a
poor sinner and to let me feel good
enough to ask for a home with these
dear people.

On August 14,1988 after Elder Goad
had preached and when they started
singing (‘“‘Amazing Grace’’) i couldn’t
hold to that bench no longer. | found
myselfgoing downtheisle and asked
Elder Goad forahome withthese dear
people.lwas received and | think that
was the happiest day of my life. The
next 3rd Sunday at Martinsville, Elder
Carter announced about me joining
Norkfork and would be baptized the
2nd Sunday in September in Roger
Hatcher’s Pond at the end of that meet-
ing they started singing the song
(“Amazing Grace’’)andadearbrother
joined the church.

The 1st Sunday in November me
and my sister went to Union Church.
After church we rode with William and
Sister Larry Bowlin. Elder Goad, Sis-
ter Phyllisand alarge number of people
went to Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.’s church
andafterserviceand communionalot
of us went with Elder C.B. and Sister
- Davis home. After supper we sang a
lot of hymns and Elder C.B. had wrote
- 2 more verses to the song (“In His
Arms I’'m Not Afraid’’) which we sang
and this brought back all of my sweet
memories.

The 2nd Sunday in November Elder
Davis held service at Norkfork he went
home with us for lunch after lunch he
told us why this song meant so much
to him. On the 5th Sunday in Novem-

ber the Union meeting was held at
Dan River Primitive Baptist Church.
They had five preachers to preach
and I really enjoyed all ofthem? When
Elder Joe Sawyer preached about a
dream he had (Il think) this carried me
back about forty years ago | had a
dream about seeing miles and miles
of muddy waterlhada40 Ford Coupe,
and me, my Brother (Clinton) and Sis-
ter (Ranie) were caughtinthatcarand
were going down in all of that water
and a white dove pulled the car from
all that muddy water. So this dream
was brought back to me so sweet. On
Friday night before Christmas | was
blessed to be with a lot of Brothers
and Sisters that met at ElderLane and
Sister Carter’s home. We had supper
and sang a lot of hymns and | really
enjoyed this meeting. These are justa
few of my experiences. | know God is
ajust God and I try to thank him every
day for being so good to me a poor
sinner saved by grace if saved at all.

A Little Sister in hope,
Sallie Hodges

Rt. 1, Box 580

Martinsville, Virginia 24112

ST. MARK 1: 1-3.

The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

As it is written in the prophets,
Behold, I send my messenger be-
Jore thy face, which shall prepare
thy way before thee.

The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of
theLord, make his paths straight.
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ARTICLES

To the household of faith:
Which faith is, a free gift from God:

=31| nrecentyears, itseems, that
| more and more frequently
| withme, the questioncomes
to my mind, with more and more seri-
ousness in my feelings; what do you
in truth really feel and believe, con-
cerning the attributes of the true and
living, three-in-one God?; well, here |
sit this morning, with a mind, to at-
tempt writing some of what | feel,
concerning this most sacred subject;
feeling deeply of my own self com-
plete helplessness; and feeling to
know full well, that ALL success in
this endeavor, is absolutely and en-
tirely dependent upon, what is the
mind, purpose, pleasure and will of
God.

| feel and believe that, even before,
Godbegan His creation of ALL things;
in both His mind and purpose, ALL
that was to be ortake place orcometo
pass, was already seen, fixed, estab-
lished, and absolutely predestinated
to be, in that exact manner; time and
place,as He did see it ALL would, and
shall be, and come to pass. That it
was and is an entire impossibility, for
Him to ever be surprised, in any of
what should ever transpire, in ALL
allotted time, for this world to stand;
not only the final out come of any
certainthings, butany and ALL things,
surrounding them, both great and
small, that were either (seemingly)
directly or indirectly connected with

its arriving at its final consummation;
and ALL after effects evolving, as a
result of it so having come about as it
did. That, He holds and controls ALL
power, from which ALL strength that
exists does come. That God is Self
existent, and therefore is without be-
ginning or ending. That every word
what goeth out His mouth, never re-
turns unto Him void, but does alway
and always accomplish ALL that for
which He spake them each and every
one. That the fulfillment of His PLEA-
SURE, (as having to do with the exist-
ence of this time world, and the full-
ness thereof); completely encom-
passes, every importance, connected
with its being herein the first place.
That,Heis an unchanging God; there-
fore ALL that He does, is done for-
ever. That, His ALL seeing eye, does
see ALL things at ALL times, and
eternally before, during, and after this
time world is no more. That, ALL that
will be or takes place, in ALL time for
this world to stand, has come, and
shall come, by His appointment of
them ALL; for there exists no thing,
withanything, to either hinder, or has-
ten, or prevent, either of them from
their appointed rounds. That He has
and does, indict true prayer, into the
hearts of His chosen people, that they
be made to realize from whence all .
their help does come; and within His
indicting of that true prayer unto one,
also goes a willingness, that, God's
willbe done, bothin heavenand earth;
and further still, He already knows our
hearts, and what our needs are; and
so, has already preparedthe supplies
forour needs; and just sosure as that
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prayer was groaned or uttered, just
that sure is it, that true prayer will be
answered, in His good time and way.
That, He is so full of grace, that His
shedding of grace upon ALL His little
children, does in nowise deplete His
supply. That, His supply of mercy,
upon whom He will, does in nowise
diminish of His mercy. That, His school
of grace, is the one and only school,
whereby one could ever learn, even
one iota of Him and His Holy truths;
for He Himself, not only owns that
school, but Heis its very Oneand only
Teacher. That, He is verily life and
light itself; therefore, without His fur-
nishings, total darkness would surely
be the results; and outside Himself,
there could exist no life at all. That,
that love He centered upon, each and
every one of His vessels of His mercy
and honor, was and is so very great,
that His beloved Son, went and pre-
pared a place forthemin heaven, that
they should (after this time world is
no more) spend a never ending im-
mortal glory, with their Heavenly Fa-
ther; singing ceaseless and undivided
praise, unto His great and Holy name
forever. That, by His appointment, this
body of flesh of us all, both lives and
dies. That,as whenHe said, ““Letthere
be light, and there waslight, soitisall,
that be outside Himself; if He let it be,
it then is; otherwise, it just simply
cannot be. That, His purpose in and
for, His creation of this world, and the
fullness thereof, is fulfilling that exact
purpose, for which He did bring it all
into being, inthefirst place. That, this
Oneand only True and living three-in-
one God, has never (as if it were left

up to man) invited anyone; for to do
this or that; for, He speaks and it is
done, He commands and it stands
fast, for His almighty unhindered
power, goeth along with His every
spoken word; and also, even, as He
has thought, so shall it be. That, He
has neveronce, asked forassistance
or help, from anyone; for He owns all,
to do with as He pleases; and so, it is
impossible, that He could be in need
of anything; and especially that, that
mankind might do or offer; for, what
man claims, of worldly things are his,
are like as it were a loan, for a short
period of time, at most; and further-
more, all those worldly goods or
things, that man claims are his, shall
melt with fervent heat, at the ending of
this time world. During my eighty years
here, upon this sin cursed earth, |
have heard numerous people, speak
oftheirplace of abode, as their home,
the same as Imyself have said, butthe
very truth of the matter is, their stay in
that place, was only forashort period
of time, as measured by, how long
this earth has been here; many of
those buildings that were called home,
have burned down, duringits inhabit-
ants earthly life; then they either built
an other building, or moved to an-
otherlocation; butineither case, that
burned building no longer existed,
and nolonger could it be rightly called,
either home, or a place of abode; in
speaking of the above, its just my
poor way of an illustration, as to just
how temporary, even this time world
is, as to be considered, as any where
near, our permanenthome; muchless,
to consider a particular spot or build-



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

277

ing upon this earth, as our permanent
home; for in Holy truth, all appointed
time, for this world here to stand, is
but just a day, as compared with,
forever after this world is no more. It
seems to me, that somewhere, within
my sweet and precious hope, | feel to
say, this world is not my home, but, is
justatemporary place, forme to await
the return of my Lord and Savior; He
knoweth for sure; | mustjust continue
in hope, if so be His will, for my hope
to continue withmein this earthly life.
| just feel to know for sure, of this one
thing; in my fleshly self, | could not
possibly be worthy of even one, of the
blessings He has showered uponme,
all the days of my unprofitable life
here. | do desire a thankful heart unto
God, forthemall; butexcept He place
that thankfulness within my heart, it
is entirely impossible with me; for
without Him | can do no thing or noth-
ing. I feel to know, thatthere are many,
many volumes more (perhaps, more
than this world could hold), of Holy
truths, concerning the attributes, of
this true and living three-in-One God;
But it is my desire, that | might be so
led and directed, as to refrain from the
writing of such, as that, that| have not,
been given light upon; that light re-
ferred to, which is not that, that the
light bulb emits, but is that which
gives knowledge; far above, what
fleshly mankind is capable of acquir-
ing. The Spirit maketh alive, while the
flesh profiteth nothing. Itis notin the
fleshly nature of man, to even desire,
a true knowledge of that truth, as it is
in Jesus Christ.

| feel and believe, there surely was
and is a process, a certain un-

changable process, whereby, all
things shallworkin perfect order, that
it shall be for the good of His Chosen
ones, and to His Own glory. | do so
hope, this love | feel for you all, couid
be, that same love, wherewith He first
loved His chosen ones. May we all (in
as much as be inaccord with His will),
be truly thankful unto our God, for His
grace and mercy, toward us all the
days of our lives.
In hope, this hope | feel, is not in
vain.
Troy G. Shepard
103 East Tateway Rd.
Kitty Hawk, NC 27949

VOICES OF THE PAST

2 JOHN 10.

“If there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your house, neither
bid him God speed.”

= hat is this doctrine without
B Y.Y&| which one cannot be re-
: 4| ceivedintothe houses ofthe
church and without which one cannot
be bade Godspeed? Doctrine is here
declared by the inspired apostleto be
the essential thing, the real test of
one’s being a true follower of Jesus.
Without this doctrine, one lacks the
necessary qualification for the fel-
lowship ofthe saints. Since, then, this
doctrineis soimportant, letus inquire
what it is. In doing this, we shall not
do better than to consider other ex-
pressions in this second epistle of
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John. For instance, in the seventh
verse: “For many deceivers are en-
tered into the world, who confess not
that Jesus Christis come in the fiesh.
This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”
Here it is plainly stated that not to
confess the coming of Christ stamps
oneas beingadeceiver; thatis, notto
confess Christ’s coming in the flesh.
The Scriptures plainly teach that
Jesus Christ, the eternal son of God,
was born of awoman, that he took not
onhimangelic nature, but the seed of
Abraham. Now, the seed of Abraham
comprises the elect family of God,
chosen before the world began. This
chosen seed was not elect angels,
but elect human beings. So Christ
was made a little lower than the an-
gels, and came in the flesh for the
suffering of death. To deny this com-
ing in the flesh, to deny that Christ
was as truly man as he was truly God,
is antichrist and a deceiver and such
is not to be countenanced by the
house of God. However, it is not
enough that we confess the coming
of Christ as a historical fact. That,
anyone could do, just as easily as he
could say that George Washington or
some othermanlivedyears ago. There
mustbe aconfessionthatJesus Christ
has come in one’s own flesh, that he
has comeintheindividual experience
ofthe believer himself. In otherwords,
alivingexperience of Christis the real
test of genuineness. This doctrine or
teaching of Jesus, more thanany other
onething, was the test of discipleship
when Jesus was here in the world as
aman among men, and this teaching
of his caused many who had been

following him to withdraw from him.
For proof of this, turn to the sixth
chapter of Johnand read the wonder-
ful discourse onthe bread of life, from
the thirty-second to the fifty-eighth
verses. In these words Jesus taught
that He himselfis the bread of life and
that the eating of his flesh and the
drinking of his blood are an essential
test of whether one has eternal life,
that “‘except ye eat the flesh of the
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye
have nolife inyou.” In the sixty-sixth
verse, we are told, “From that time
many of his disciples went back, and
walked no morewith him.” Jesus was
not here referring to the gospel ordi-
nance of the Lord’s supper, but was
plainly stating that without which one
is brought into aliving fellowship with
Jesus in his sufferings on account of
sinand into a living knowledge of the
cleansing power of his blood, there
can be no such thing as one’s pos-
sessing eternal life. Life is knowledge,
and there is always a certain amount
of knowledge accompanying a cer-
tain amount of life. Eternal life is al-
ways accompanied with acertain qual-
ity of knowledge. Wherever eternal
life dwells, there cannot help but also
dwell the knowledge that one is a
sinner and that his condemnation on
account of sin is just. But spiritual
knowledge does not stop there. It
teaches that human nature is alto-
getherunprofitable in the way of righ-
teousness, that it is wholly incapable
of any good thing in the sight of God.
In a living way, and not out of books
nor by tradition, the sinner continues
to be instructed by the Spirit of the
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great Teacher until he fully realizes
his utterly lost condition and is made
to throw himself entirely upon the
mercy of God, without one jot of any-
thing to meritthat mercy. He becomes
a beggar, but being really abeggarin
heartand not merely by word of mouth,
he is not turned empty away from
Mercy’s door. Christ Jesus appears
for his relief and reveals himself to
and within this beggar’s soul as the
Savior, the only name given under
heavenamong men wherebythat beg-
gar must be saved. By the grace of
God now appearing through Jesus to
this beggar, the beggar is lifted from
the dunghill of total depravity and is
set among princes, is manifested as
the son of the King; that is, as a child
of God. From now on the believer
finds his struggle has but begun. The
burden of condemnation lifted from
him and his heart singing for joy be-
cause of the new hope springing
within him, he finds himself in the
company of all the people of God from
Abel to the present time; but finds
himself, like them, engaged in a war-
fare,onefromwhichattimes hewould
fain be free, but which cannot end
until natural life ends: the warfare of
flesh against Spirit and Spirit against
flesh. He finds a dying daily going on
within him, a continual being deliv-
ered unto death, a ceaseless render-
ing of his body a living sacrifice. In
some such way as this there is a
continual confessionin heart and life
that Christ Jesus has come in the
flesh. It need not be that one is all the
time confessingthis by word of mouth,
but the confession nevertheless will
show itself in the outward life, in the

actions of the individual; it will mani-
fest itself in the conduct of the one
havingthis living experience, shining
out through the hands and the feet,
bringing forth the fruits appropriate
to repentance. Without this manifes-
tation of Christ in the flesh one is a
deceiverandanantichristand cannot
be in the fellowship of the house of
God. When Christ came in the flesh it
was not in order to reinstate or to
reinforce the covenant of Moses. That
covenant could never bring in salva-
tionto the children of God, but Jesus
came to make an end of the old inef-
fectual covenant and to establish a
new and successful covenant. The
covenant became a vital reality to the
children of God through the death
and resurrection of Christ. This new
covenant was promised to be put in
the new heart of the child of God and
to be imprinted in his mind. In other
words, the new covenant or new law
was notto be somethingabstractfrom
the child of God, but was to be part
and parcel of the new creaturein Christ
Jesus. It was not to be a covenant
conditioned upon the volition of the
believer, butwas to be enforcedinthe
life of the believer by the “wills”” and
“shalls” of God. Christ, after his res-
urrection, said ‘““go” and they went,
he said “come’” and they came. All
gospel obedience is this way and no
other. It is obedience springing from
the manifestation of Christ in the life
of the believer. He said to his dis-
ciples, A new commandment give |
unto you, That ye love one another.
This loving one another is not some-
thing we can bring about ourselves.
Might just as well try to make the sun
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shine as to try to make one’s self love
the church of God. It cannot be done
by one’s own effort. But how easily
oneloves the brethrenwhen this com-
mandment is written in the heart by
the finger of the Holy Spirit. This love
is Christ manifestin the flesh. God is
love, and love is God, and whosoever
loveth is born of God. If we love God
we love those who are begotten of
God. If we love not our brother whom
we have seen, itis vain to say we love
God whom we have not seen. Not
havingthis love, we are deceivers and
an antichrist. No wonder, then, Paul
says in the thirteenth chapter of 1st
Corinthians that charity (love) is the
one thing without which we are un-
profitable to the house of God. Hav-
ing not love, no matter what else we
have orthink we have, we are nothing.
We might be able to speak ever so
angelicly, might be able to dive down
intothe deep mysteries of God, might
be able to expound all prophecies,
make great sacrifices or expend our-
selves and our substance bountifully,
butif it be not prompted by love, have
not love in it, what does it all amount
to? Nothing. It seems tousthatthisis
the doctrine without which John said
amanwas not to be received into the
house or church. In order to gain ad-
mittance there, one must have a vital
knowledge of the coming of Jesus in
the flesh, and the essence of this
living experience is love. Having not
this love,oneisclassed adeceiver.In
anotherplace the inspired writertells
us to mark them that cause divisions,
and have nothing to do with them.
Onewhowould divide asunder breth-
reninordertoestablish hisown cause

has not the love of God, therefore he
does not confess that Christ is come
inthe flesh. From such, turnaway. Itis
like those two women who brought a
child to King Solomon, each woman
claiming to be the mother of the child,
and asking Solomon to decide the
matter. Solomon called for a sword,
and was about to divide the child
when the woman, who was really the
child’s mother, called out to the king
to let the other woman have it. Thus
the woman who really and rightfully
loved the child was willing to relin-
quishherrighttoitratherthansee the
child killed. True love in the church of
God will always seek the good and
welfare ofthe church itself before the
personal good and advantage ofone’s
ownself. This is the living teaching or
doctrine that Christ is come in the
flesh, this doctrine gives onean open
door into the houses of the saints;
without this doctrine or teaching of
love in one’s own life one fails to
possess that secret of God which
gives access to the holy of holies.
There is no sight on this earth more
pleasant than a church of the saints
where all love each other, where each
esteems the others better than him-
self, where all are imbued with the
desire to spend and be spent for one
another, andany individualwhowould
marthat peacetoserve himself would
most assuredly not have within him
that doctrine of the Master, Love one
another. Not having this love he could
not confess that Christis come in the
flesh, therefore must be a deceiver
and an antichrist. From all such may
the Lord deliver his people.

Elder H.H. Lefferts
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CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR

“But, if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest
to behave thyself in the house of
God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth.” (1 Tim. 3:15)

hrist has delivered us from
the law of sin and death,

] therefore we owe complete
alleglance to him - as “‘being under
the law to Christ.” (1 Cor. 9:21) “The
people of God, who are purchased
with such a cost and set free by
such power, are constrained by a
sense of deep love to live a Godly
life.”

The first lesson we learn in the
school of Christ is self-denial. (Matt.
10:37-39, 16:24-28).

The heart of religion is living our
profession. Adead professionis worth
nothing. “This is a faithful saying,
and these things I will that thou
affirm constantly, that they which
have believed in God might be
careful to maintain good works.
These things are good and profit-
able unto men.” (Titus 3:8) “And let
ours also learn to maintain good
works for necessary uses, that
they be not unfruitful.”(Titus 3:14).

Notice the religion of the dead pro-
fessors: “They profess that they
know God, but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and dis-
obedient, and unto every good
work reprobate.” (Titus 1:16).

Working for life or blessings is a
fruitless task and lost labor. Butwork-
ing from life isaglorious privilege and
sets the seal upon the reality of our

profession and evidences aliving ex-
perience of the power and grace of
God in his predestination and pur-
poses. (See James 2: 14-26).

Notice this command which is ap-
plicable to the Children of God: “Go
home fo thy friends, and tell them how
great things the Lord hath done for
thee, and hath had compassion on
thee.”’ (Mark 5:19) Beware of satan’s
temptations to take the Sovereignty
of God and present it in such a way
that would discourage us even to the
extent of being unconcerned about
our duty in keeping his command-
ments and precepts, and to charge
our negligence to the sovereignty of
God by such expressions as this:
“When the time comes | will join the
church.” This is true, for there is a
time for all things in the secret pur-
poses of God. Yet, who are we to
attempt to follow the secret will of
God as arule of ourlife and conduct?

L.et us be concerned with exhorta-
tions in the Scriptures: “And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect,
willofGod.”’(Romans 12:2) This is the
revealed will of preceptand command-
ment thatwe should be very careful to
seek after and follow. There are many
exhortations that the Apostles were
giventowrite. They were givenforthe
welfare of the church. “But if ye bite
and devour one another, take heed
that ye be not consumed one of an-
other.” (Gal. 5:15)
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“Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fer-
vently.” (1 Peter 1:22) “And above
all things have fervent charity
among yourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins.”
(1Peter4:8) The churchshould “stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind striv-
ing together for the faith of the Gos-
pel.” (Phil.1:27; alsosee 2Cor.13:11,
Rom. 12:15).

The Brethren are exhorted to help
the poor, and to contribute to the
needs of the Pastors. (Rom. 12:13, 1
Cor. 9: 7-14). As to ministerial sup-
port, I would like it to be understood |
am certainly against salaried and the
hireling system so popularin the reli-
gious world. (John 10: 10-15). A min-
ister is a servant of his flock. (Matt.
23:11). He is under Christ and is set
over the flock to lead and oversee
them. (Acts 20:28,1 Tim. 3:5,John 21:
15-17).

The minister should not be greedy
of filthy lucre. (1 Tim. 3:3) The minis-
try is not for lazy persons and any
minister who will not work with his
own hands to care forthe necessities
of his household is not worthy of the
name of a minister.

Of course, itis the duty ofthe church
to help the pastorsothat he candirect
his labors to the spiritual welfare of
his flock, freely giving his time,
strength, health, etc. We should watch
over one another for good, and bear
with one another our weakness. ‘“We
then that are strong ought to bear
the infirmities of the weak.” (Rom.
15:1) The Children of God should

walkinnewness of life, and should be
faithful to attend church meetings.
(Hebrews 10:25).

Dear ones, the life we manifest is of
vital importance. It proves whether
we have a profession or possession
of true religion. One cannot hold to
the world with one hand, and hold to
the church with the other. The people
of God in the Old Testament were a
separate people from the other na-
tions around them. Therefore, we are
in the world, but not of the world.

We request the reader to read the
9th chapter of Ezra, and we quote a
portion of verse 2: ““...so that the holy
seed have mingled themselves with
the people of those lands...”

It is the work of satan to entangle
the children of God into his net of the
pleasures of this worid. He telis them,
“this is all right, there is not any harm
in this, etc.” Little by little our minds
are taken away from God and godli-
ness to the extent that we seldom
open the Bible. Ohl how many hours
do we spend with our minds taken up
inthe pleasures of this life. What profit
has all this vain pleasure been to us?
May we be given the spiritual mind
and Gracetochoose ‘“‘thatgood part.”
(Luke10: 38-42) Pleasure seekingis a
temptation of young followers of
Christ. (see Luke 8:14, 12:19, 1 Tim.
5:6,2Tim. 3:4) Satan promises every-
thing, as he tempted Christ, but gives
nothing. (Matt. 4:11)

Aswereadthe book of Ecclesiastes,
we notice the general teaching of itis
to expose the vanity of all worldly
enjoyments. Furthermore, it shows
that a person’s happiness does not
lie in natural wisdom and knowledge,
nor in worldly wealth, nor in civil
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honour, power and authority, nor in
the mere externals of religion; but in
the fear of God and the worship of
him. The fear of God encourages man
to afree use of good things of lifeina
moderate way with thankfulness to
God.

In his search for the true and best
way to use this world for ourgood and
profit was not found in worldly wis-
dom. (Eccl. 1: 12-18) It is not to be
foundin carnal pleasure. (Eccl.2:1-3,
7:6) It is not found in great posses-
sions. (2: 7-11) (Here is where Satan
tempts us to put temporal interests
before worship.)

May God keep us from coveting the
vain things upon the world. (Read
Acts 5: 1-11, Luke 12:15, Eph. 5:3)
May we follow this exhortation: “And
they that use the world, as not
abusing it: for the fashion of this
world passeth away.”(1Cor.7:31)It
behooves God's peopletolive alife of
Godliness. It is profitable unto all
things. (see Tim. 4:8).

Dear reader, please look up the
Scripture references. These are afew
of the great precepts and commands
laid down for our good for the direc-
tions of our lives while we live here in
this world. “And God is able to
make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work.” (2
Cor. 9:8)

“And this I pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment;
that ye may approve things that
are excellent; that ye may be sin-
cere and without offense till the
day of Christ.” (Phil. 1: 9-10).

(Elder) C.M. Haygood

From Elder Lamberts book,
“Tried In The Furnace”.

HOPE
September, 1946

~4] orsomerea-
sonlamim-
M| pressed to
wrlteashort articleon
the subject of hope. |
desire to use Romans
8:24,25asascriptural
basis of reasoning.
‘““For we are saved by hope: but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what a
man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?
Butif we hope forthat we see not, then
do we with patience wait for it.”
Before treating directly on this sub-
ject, permit me to state that | believe
the Holy Scriptures aretothe children
of God who have been born of the
Spiritof God. Restatingin otherwords
- the Bible can be received only by
those of God’s childrenwho have been
born of the Spirit of God. When Paul
speaks using the present tense of a
verbitis experiencedintimebythose
who have experienced this call to be
saints. When he speaks using future
tenseitis yetto be experienced. When
Jesus said, ‘“‘Blessed are they that
mourn: forthey shall be comforted,” |
think he meantthat God’s children are
mourners in this present world after
they have receivedthis pure heart, but
shall be completely comforted after
their sojourn here in time.
According to Webster, hope is a
“desired expectation.” According to
Paul the things youhave experienced

ELDERE.J. LAMBERT
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is nota hope but a reality. Hope looks
to the future. We do not hope for that
we are experiencing, but these expe-
riences enliven within us a hope for
something thatis yet future. Paul rea-
sons that we have thefirst fruits of the
Spirit in this present life. The fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and temperance. All these
proceed from the new heart that God
has given His children. We yet bear
about the body of this death. This
pure heart enables us to see the
vileness of our sin-poliuted bodies.
This pure heartreveals to us ourawful
condition and makes us to cry unto
the God of heaven for deliverance
fromthis sinful state. Althoughwe are
in possession of the first fruits of the
Spirit, the creature itself is yet in the
bondage of corruption. Itis yet natural
and thus subjectto sinand death. We
expectdeliverance fromthe bondage
of corruption solely upon the merits
of JesusinaccordancetoGod’s amaz-
ing grace. We desire this deliverance
because the new God-given heart has
made us to hate sinandlove holiness.

Paul said, “The body is dead be-
cause of sin; but the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness.” This is our
state of being if Christ dwelis in us.
The creature that sins is the body of
death thatthe child of God bears about
inthis presentworld. Thesesins cause
the child of God to groan within him-
self waiting the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of the body. This will be
realized when ‘“‘the creatureitselfalso

shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruptioninto the glorious liberty
of the children of God.” The word
‘““also” in the above scripture means
in addition to that which has already
been experienced by us, to wit, the
change of heart. Those who are in
possession of God’s Spirit are new
creatures in Christ but have not real-
ized the redemption of the bodies. He
comforts us with this grand hope,
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he
that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies
by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” A
quickened mortal body would be im-
mortalized, thus would neverdie. do
not think God’s children experience
this immortalization of the body in
this present time. This promise in-
spires us to patiently await this grand
change. Paul did not expect it in this
life as he said, “If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of allmen
most miserable.” So this hope goes
beyond this life. He anticipates this
change when he says, ‘“So when this
corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortalshall have
put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up invic-
tory. O death where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?”

Death and the grave are things that
we cannot converse with triumphantly
untilthe grave has given up its victim,
to wit, this body of death. ““It doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we
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know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him.” This is the reason-
ing of John and should suffice for us.
“As for me, | will behold thy face in
righteousness: | shall be satisfied,
when | awake, with thy likeness”
(Psalms 17:15). | am not concerned
over the question of whether we will
know each other there, or any specu-
lation concerning things yet to be ex-
perienced beyond that which is writ-
ten. My only concernis, willlbe among
the number to enjoy eternal life wher-
ever and whatever it is?

May God grant that we who have
this hope implantedin us be enabled,
by His grace, todwelltogetherherein
time, insweet communion and fellow-
ship with and for each other. May He
grant us the spirit of forbearance and
humility. May He enable us to strive
for peace and edification instead of
strife and destruction.

MEETINGS

MT. OLIVE CHURCH

4| he annual 5th Sunday meet-
ing atMt. Olive Church(La.)
e 39| will be held, the Lord will-
ing, on Jan 30, 1994.

Mt. Olive Church is located about 5
miles south of Jamestown just off La.
Hwy. 154. Turn atthe Sailes fire tower.

All lovers of the truth are invited to
come and be with us.

Elder Graydon Smith, Pastor
(318) 778-3801
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OBITUARIES
SISTERCLARISSE BROOKS

el @ who are left as members of
AV, V| Shiloh Primitive Baptist
M4 | Church nearWoodsdale, N.C.
feel a great loss in the death of Sister
Clarisse Brooks. She was the daugh-
ter ofthe late Reuben Phillipand Alma
Hall Brooks. Her dear mother was a
long time member of Shiloh and
though herearthly father never joined
he was indeed a strong believer.
Sister Clarisse was aschoolteacher
and taught for thirty-two years in the
southeastern part of North Carolina.
Shehadreceived herdegreein music
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as well as others from Meredith Col-
lege, Duke and U.N.C. at Chapel Hill.
Shewas truly dedicated to the profes-
sion and loved a good and pleasant
relationship with those she had plea-
sureinteaching.

The twenty-second day or August
1926 she asked a home in Shiloh
Church and was unanimously re-
ceived. She attended as regular as
possible during heryears of teaching
and after retirement did not miss a
meeting unless sick. Sister Clarisse
served as our clerk for many years
until her health and mind begantofail
afterwhich she could notattend meet-
ings. This bothered her much for she
had visited far and wide enjoying the
loveand fellowship, yet bore herbodily
afflictions with patience. She was a
greatloverof singingandthe expound-
ing of the Gospel. '

The long days and nights of afflic-
tions ended for our dear sister on
Saturday before the first Sunday in
March of 1993 making her time here
onearthninety threeyears. Herseat is
empty now as are those of her mother
and many other close relatives who
were also members at Shiloh. She
leaves to mourn two sisters, Sister
Dorothy Brooks ofthe home and Mar-
garet Brooks Reade of Woodsdale,
N.C.

We who remain miss her but would
not desire her back feeling that her
trials, afflictions andillnesses are over
and she is resting in peace promised
all of the Elect of the Lord. May we be
blessedto say, ‘“Thy willbedoneinall

things.” — ]
?312—(/9?" ’1\41;7_47,2550 E%

Thefuneral was held in Shiloh meet-
ing house by this writer and her body
placedinthe family plot ofthe Church
Cemetery to await the shout of victory
we all shall await.

Written with love and esteem,
Elder C.B. Davis, Jr.

PROVERBS 7: 1-3.

My son, keep my words, and lay
up my commandments with thee.

Keep my commandments, and
live; and my law as the apple of
thine eye.

Bind them upon thy fingers,
write them upon the table of thine
heart.

LELIAHALL LAWSON

| tiswithasad heartthatlitry
to write the obituary of an-

&!| other one of our Dan River
members who was also a neighbor
for fifty-six years.

LeliaHall Lawsonwas born July 31,
1902, daughter of Charlie and Eliza
Hall.

SisterLawson died suddenly Janu-
ary 9, 1993 at the home of her daugh-
ter and son-in-law Lois and Mack
McMichael.

Shejoined Dan RiverPrimitive Bap-
tist Church August 23, 1964 and was
baptized by her pastor, the late Elder
D.V.Spangler.

For several years she was not able
to cometo church, but was faithful to
attend as long as she was able to do
SO.
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Sshe was the wife of the late John
Riley Lawson. They both attended
churchaslongas|lknewthem.To this
union were born two girls and three
boys: Lois Lawson McMichael of Eden,
NC, Mae Belle Lawson who died at
birth, the late Charles Odell Lawson
who lived in Pelham, NC, the late
James Lloyd Lawson who lived in
Eden, NC, and Morris Lawson of
Danville, Virginia. There are nine
grandchildren and ten great-grand-
children.

Her funeral was at the Fair Funeral
Home Chapel and was conducted by
her pastor Elder Kenneth Key. Her
body was laid to rest in Overlook
Cemetery, Eden, NCto awaitthe com-
ing of her Lord. She was a strong
believer in Salvation by the Grace of
God.

May the Lord comfort us at our
church, and give the family sufficient
Grace to reconcile them to His will.

Written by request of Dan River
Churchinconference.

Lottie Minter
Elder Kenneth Key, Moderator
Bro. Bob Collie, Clerk

BROTHER ROBERT MURPHY

==l e the members at Oak Grove
Primitive Baptist Church,
44 %4| bow our heads in humble
submission to the Heavenly Father’s
pleasure to take from our midst our
precious brother Robert Murphy,
whomwe loved sodearly and miss so
much. Brother Robert was a peace
loving gift to our church He had so
many trials and troubles in this life,

3]
ot

but God gave Him strength to bearall
the sufferings.

Brother Robert united with Oak
Grove Church June 7, 1958 and was
ordained for deacon October 7,1975.
He was faithfully present at church
untilseveralyears ago, his healthfailed
him and he had to go into the nursing
home andeventhenhecamewhenhe
was able.

Brother Robert was 88 years of age
when he passed away April 2,1993 in
theLincoln General hospitalin Ruston
La. He was preceded in death by his
wife Mrs. Allie Beatrice Murphy, and
two sons Robert Wayne Murphy and
Tommy “Doc’” Murphy.

Survivors include one son, Jerry
Marvin Murphy of Hattiesburg, MS;
Four daughters, Mrs. Girline Smith
and Mrs. Allie Lunsford, both of
Jonesboro, La. Mrs. Lois Carlile of
Rocky Branch, and Mrs. Eula Futrell of
Quitman, La. ‘

Two sisters, Mrs. Ellie Greer of
Jonesboro, La. and Mrs. Velma
Hammons of Hiddenite, North Caro-
lina; 18 grandchildren and 25 great
grandchildren.

Funeral services was held April 4,
1993 at Southern Funeral Home Chapel
with Elders David Godwin and Rev.
Tommy Long officiating. Burial was in
the Springhill cemetery under the di-
rection of Southern Funeral Home of
Jonesboro, La. with his grandsons
servingas pallbearers: Shawn Murphy
of Jonesboro, La., Tom Murphy of
Garland, Texas, Randy Murphy and
Ricky Murphy both of Houma, La,,
Matt Lunsford of New Orleans, La.,
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Dennis Futrell of West Monroe, and
Adam Futrell of Jonesboro, La.

We at Oak Grove Church feel that
Brother Robert fought a good fight
and is now peacefully sleeping, await-
ing for his Lord to carry him home to
his mansion prepared for him to for-
ever be with his Lord.

Requested in church conference.

Elder Godwin, Moderator
Sister Kate Mathews, Clerk

JESSIEPAGEWHALEY

A| ister Jessie Page Whaley, a
d| memberofthe Durham Primi-

@] tive Baptist Church was
called to her eternal home on May 10,
1993. She was the daughter of James
and Zona Page. She was educated in
the schools of Durham County. On
February 19, 1944, she married Dou-
glas Whaley. They were blessed with
a happy marriage and became the
parents of two sons.

Her funeral was held on May 12,
1993 at the Howerton-Bryan Funeral
Chapel. The service was conducted
by her pastor, Elder Cleo Robertson
and Elder C. B. Davis. Interment was
inWoodlawn Memorial Cemetery. She
is survived by her husband, Brother
Douglas Whaley, Two sons: Gerald
Whaley and Douglas Whaley, Jr; two
grandchildren, Luke and Shannon
Whaley; one brother, Emerson Page
of Durham, N.C.; foursisters: Frances
Brinkley of Durham, N.C., Dorothy
Brinkley of Fortville, Indiana,

Catherine Wychoke, Westchester, Illi-
nois and Zona Scitar of Romeoville,
lllinois.

Sister Whaley was receivedinto the
fellowship of The Durham Primitive
Baptist Church on April 19, 1959. She
greatly enjoyed attending her church
and visitingamong the Primitive Bap-
tist Churches. She believed the doc-
trine of election and salvation by grace
and her hope was based on the fin-
ished work of Christ. She had been
sick for severalyears but she endured
her affliction with faith and hope and
waited with patience for the Lord to
deliver her from her suffering.

Her patience and faith were reflected
in the beautiful hymn written by the
poet Watts:

“When | can read my title clear
to Mansions in the skies

| bid farewell to every fear

and wipe my weeping eyes.

Let cares like a wild deluge come
And storms of sorrow fall

May | but safely reach my home
My God, my heaven my all

There shall | bathe my weary. soul
In seas of heavenly rest

and not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast.”

We believe her spirit has entered the
haven of restto await the resurrection
of her body unto everlasting peace
and joy.

Catherine M. Humbarger, Clerk
Durham Primitive Baptist Church




