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wh tte t t.orn-v Georgc H . Thomns, Whittle's, Pil.tsylva.n in
.county, Virginia.

:\li1l-Joh n C. Cha ney, Laurel 01'0\"0, Pittsylvau la cou n tv ,
V irginia, ° " ,

Mt. Araratt-J. \V. 'I'hompk ins, \\' hitmell, Plttsv lvuniu
county , Virginia . .

Ban ister-J . R . Jen n ings , Spring Garden, Plttsylvnniu county
V irginia. . . ,

Mt, Zion-John Hodnett, Mt . Airy, Plt.tsyl vau ia county.
V irg in ia . ...

Strawberry-Hozekiah 13o:.1z, S\Yan sonville, Pittsylvan lu
county, Vi rginia . . ,

Unioll---:W: ~, Anderson, Pullen Store, Pit.tsylvnn in county,
Vlrgin in ,

Stonewall- Joscph H . Stone, Campbcll C. H ., Campbell
cou nty, Virginia.

Weathc~·fol:d:-A . C. Owen, Sycamore. Plttsylvanln county,
Vlrgllua.

::-:elloca-Elder S. 1\1. Priee, Campbell C. H., Cmnpellyoounty,
V irginia.

t 'ane Cree k-Joh n A. Ferguson, Danvil lc, Virginia.
Burton's Creek-George B. Woodfl n, Burton's Creek Camp-

be ll county, Virginia. '
Rehobo~h--:-~. F . Morrissct, Sk inqunrtcr, Chest erfield county,

V ll'gm HI.. .
Mu lmaison-e-C . H . Barker, Mulmaisou . Plttsylvanln eou u l.v.
Chester1ield-Rl?e~ 'l:hos. Woodfin, Skinqu:uter, Chestcrfle ld

county, V lrgiu!u.
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CI R CU L AH LET'l'EH.

li) the !tiCSSr:II !j(TS Contj)osillf] 7hr. Siauui nn River I'rimiliuc Bajltist
Associat ion.

.DEAR BHET1IIUlN.-1l was the choice of our last Assoclatiou
that J should wrjte u circular letter to appear ill the Mi nutcs (\1'
the Assoeiution of 1BD! of our order. Dear brethren ] feel t hat
they did make n po or ch oice, hence I hope they wil'l bear wit h
Ill?, ifso be that you thil,lk proper to put this work in public
print. I shn.ll make 110 tart her apology. I am just what J mu
uud as God crea te d all things I bel ieve that he created all to hi~
name's g}ory both small aud great and especially those w hom he
chose before the foundut.ion of the world 1\> glorify himself in
Chr~stJesus,.al1~lill h}s own appoluted ~iJllehe re(!ecmed h is peo­
pie from t.heir 151118. 1101' he shu.ll save his people from their sl us :
Mathew 1; 21. And his name shall be called Jesus whom we
profess to love . Do we love him ill deed and in truth? I will
will refer you to some scripture records in John 14 ']5 wh ich
reads as follows: Ifyo lov e me keep my cOInmandm~nt~. This
is my commandment-that ye love 0110 unother ;" John 15: 12.
'I'hen th e question arises what is love? The scripture says that
lie that is born of God is born of love, for God is love hence he
that is not born of God is uot included in this corhmand. I
believe that brethren ought, as far us possible , to cultivate this
brotherly love toward one uuother, and Hot let too much of th a t
old nature which stands always ready to point out some ex­
cuse not to attend church meetings or see some fault of or in
SOIne brother. 'I'h is is not love, 'I'h is is my command. 'I'hat
ye love one nno ther. Brethren, this is what I believe is love
one toward another, when brethren meet together at their
church meetiup s, or at the associations to lay aside the cares of
t h is world, and the pride of life, and estceruiug all alike in the
glory of God. When this is the ease love flows from breast to
breast as oil from vessel t o vessel. Greater love hath 110 man
than this, t ha t a Hum lay clown his life for his friends Jolin
].5: 13. Brethren, it is impossible to excel this love. . v'Yo arc
unworthy beings . We only love him because he firs t loved us,
we cannot equal h is love, but we call, after he is formed in us
the hope of glory, love the image of Jesus wherever we see it ill
a brother or sister. Brethren, if God so loved us we oucht a.lso
to love one another. Behold what manner of love theO father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons .01'
God. If we are so highly esteemed in the sight of God 'wh a t
manner of beings ought we to be in all godly conversati'on and
love! What little has h e required of us for all that he has done.
Only that we should love one another. I do not believe there is
anything more pl easing with God than for his people to keel) h is
commandments in love and unity. For David says "Be rold
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell tosretlicr
in unity." Psalm 133. It is indeed a good thing for breth~'cn to
dwell together in love. It. is like the precious ointment upon
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the head that ran down upon the beard, e,Yen Aaron's bear<1.
'l'hat went down to Lheskirts of his garments. Dear brethren,
if wc have been IJlessed with this sweet ointmcnt thcn it is ollr
duty to provokc each othcr to love and uniOll. Let us therefore
follow after tlmt which 111:1kes for peace, things wherewitll one
may edify anotllCr. If yo love me keep my commandments.
II He that lluth my commandments and keepeth them he it is
that loveth me and I will manifest myself to him." But if any
mun hath not the Spirit of Chri~t he is llone of his. Then have
we the tipirit of Christ'? If so love is the rule for us, and his
Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children
of God. For as many as are led by the 8pirit of God they arc
the SOllS of God, for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth. We are to judge a tree by the fruit it
bears. Ifw~ love our brethren it is good fruit, and it is an evi·
dence to us that we have been born again, but if we love not
our brother whom we have seen, how can we love God whom
we have not seen. Brethren, let us abide in Christ. Ye are
eom!)lete in him. for he says if ye keep my conimandments ye
shal abide in my love. In him all tile building fitly framed
groweth into un holy temple in the Lord. 'rherefore bretilren,
let us love one another, for love is of God, and everyone that
loveth is born of God and knoweth God. Unto us therefore
which believe he is precious. He is the chIef among ten thous­
and and altogether lovely. We cun praise no other for our sal­
vation, but unto him that loved us and washed us from our SillS
in his own blood, and hath made us kings, aDd priests unto
God and his father, to him be glory find dominion forever and
ever. Amen. Yours in hope,

J. R. JEN~INGS.
Spring Gurden, Va.
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8th. Circular Letter prepared by Brother ~T. R.
~Tcllnings was read and adopted.
" Dth. Chose Brother "\tV. II. ,Vilson to write onr
next circular letter.

10th. Brethren appointc(l to attend sister Asso­
ciations reportcl and were discal'ged.

11th. Appointed the following Brethren to at­
tend sister Associations, Brothel' 'V. I-I. vVilson to
attend Smith River.

12th. Agreed that we continue to correspond
by Ininutes.

13th. Agreed that our !lext Association be 11el(1
with the church at Strawberry ncar Whitmcll,
Pittsylvania County, Va., and to commence
Friday before the first Sunday in Augt 1892.

14th. Finance Report.

Received from the Churches.............................. 822 05
For printing and postage on 700 copies of these

Minutes 14 00
'fo Clerk's fee ~... 6 00

'rotal. $20 00

$2 05
To am't. turned oyer to me by former Clerk.......... 2 15

Am't.. now in hands of Clerk ""... $4 20
To be used as directed by Association.
R. L. DODSO~, Cl'k. THO:VIAS N. WALTON, Mod.
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