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MINUTES
. .. OF THE...

SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION

••.01<' THE...

ECHECONNEEASSOCIATION OF PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS
... HELD WITH...

RAMAH CHURCH, MONROE GOUNTY, GA.,

SEPTEMBER 18th , 19th and 20th, 1903.

1st. The Introdu ctory Sermon was delive red by Eld. R. .H.
Jennings, of the Harmony Association. Text, 2nd Timothy,
2nd chap., 19th verse.

After prayer by Eld . S. T. Bently, of the body, the Associa­
tion proceeded to business.

2d. Called for the let ters sent up by the churches, which
were read and the names of messengers enrolled.

3d. Proceeded to elect a Modera tor and Clerk, which , up on
motio n, was don e by acclam ation, and result ed in the election
of El d. W. C. Cleveland, Moderator, and H . E. Murray, Clerk.

4th. Appointed Comm ittees as follows:
On Preaching-To M. Haygood, J . "V. Fie lder, J. D. McGee, N. T.

Dumas and A. G. Horne.
On .Contributions and to Distribute Corresponding Minutcs-«Eld. A. A

Garrett, ' V. O. Lewis and "V. H. Smith.
To write a Corresponding Letter -Eld. 'V. "V. Ohilds.
5th. I nvited visiting brethren to seats with us.
6th. Called for Correspon dence from Sister Associations and

received-
From the Upatoie-Elds. D. F. Woodall, W. W. Riner, and Bros. L. B.

Anderson, J . O. Pye and H. A. Ohilds .
Front the Marieua Old School-- No messenger or minutes.
From the Primitive Western-Elds. B. O. Oaldwell, G. W. Rowe, and

Bros. H . F . wuu» an d J. G. Brown.
From the Harmony-Eld. R. H. Jennings, with minutes.



2 MINUTES.

From the Ebenezer-Eld. J. A. Taylor and Licentiate J. T. McArthur.
From the Pulaski-Minutes.

Suspended the order of business to receive visitors from Sister
Associations and churches with whom we are not in regular cor­
respondence, and received Eld. T. E. Sik es, from the New
Beulah Association, and Eld. J. F. Almand, from the Yellow
River Association; Eld. D. G. McCowan, from the Ocmulgee,
and Bro. J. ' W. Bostick from the same.

7th. Resumed the regular order 'of business, and called for
Petitionary Letters.

Prayer by Eld. 'V. W. Childs, of the body. Adjourned to 9
0 ' clock to-morrow morning.

SATURDAY MORNING, Sept. 19th, 1903.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by
Eld. A. A. Garrett, of the body.

1st. Called th e roll, and dispensed with having the Decorum
read.

~d. Called for further - correspondence from Sister Associa­
tion s, and received Bro. Columbus Haygood, from the Salem
Association, of Texas.

3d. Renewed the invitation to visiting brethren to seats
with us.

4th. Returned correspondence to Sister Associations:
To the Upatoie, to convene with the church at Mount Nebo, Taylor

county, Ga., commencing on Tuesday after the first Sunday in September,
1904-Elds. A. A. Garrett, Morgan Brown, S. T. Bently, and Bros. H. J.
Brown, J. S. McGee and M. H. McElmurray.

To the Primitive Western, to convene with Emmaus Church, Troup
county, Ga. commencing on Tuesday after the first Sunday in October,
1903-Eld. Morgan Brown.

To the Harmonu, to convene with the church at Pataula, Quitman
county, Ga., commencing on Friday before the second Sunday in October,
1903-Elds. A. A. Garrett, S. T. Bently, Morgan Brown and Bro. B. F.
Williamson.

To the Primitive Pulaski, to convene with the church at Valley Grove,
Irwin county, Ga., commencing on Friday before the first Sunday in
October, 1903-Eld. J. T. Reynolds and Bro. J. M. Fredrick.

To the Primitive Ebenezer, to convene with Camp Creek Church, Bald­
win county, Ga., commencing on Friday before the fourth Sunday in
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ELD. ""V. C. CLEVELAND, ~Moderator.

•

to

September, 1903-Elds. J. T. Reynolds, A. A. Garrett and Bro. B. F.
Williamson.

To the Marietta Old School·-Returned Minutes.

5th. Called for contributions sent up by the churches, and
received for minutes $24.50 and for the visiting ministry $67.50.

6th. Appointed Union Meetings as follows:
1st. With Ebenezer Church, Upson county, Ga., ten miles west from

Culloden, S. R. R., commencing on Friday before the fifth Sunday in
May, 1904.

2d. With Mount Paran Church, Crawford county, Ga., on Friday
before the fifth Sunday in July, 1904. The church is situated three
miles west from Lizella, M. & B. R. R.

7th. Appointed the next session of this body to convene with
Bethlehem Church, in the city of Macon, commencing on
Friday before the third Sunday in September, 1904.

8th. Agreed to have 1,200 copies of these Minutes printed and
distributed in the usual manner.

.9th. Called for the Corresponding Letter, which was read
and adopted.

10th. Read minutes, and after prayer by Eld. 1. Grant, of
the body, adjourned.

ELD. vV. C. CLEVELAND, Moderator.
H. E. MURRAY, Olerk.

Corresponding Letter.

Th e Echeconnee Association, now in session with Ramah Chu1'ch, Monroe

county, Ga., to her sister Associations with whom she corresp onds:

DEAR BRETHREN:-Through the love and .mercy of our gracious

Heavenly Father, we have again had the pleasure of holding another

session of our body in love, peace and harmony-the Churches . all

report peace and love abounding, with 0 some ingathering, for which

we feel thankful to the Giver of All Good. Your brethren who

have visited us at this meeting have cheered us with their presence

and comforted us by their preaching.

The next session of our body will be held, the Lord willing, with

Bethlehem Church, in the city of Macon, commencing on Friday

before the third Sunday in September, 1904, when and where we

hope to meet you again.

H. E. MURRAY, Clerk.



MINUTES.

Order of Preaching.

Friday P . l\L- E ld. J. A Taylor, from the Ebenezer, followed by
Licen tiat e J. T. Me.Arthur, from the same.

Saturday A. M.-Eld. T. E. Sikes , from the New Beulah, followed by
El d. J. T. Almand, from the Ye llow Ri ver,

Saturday P. lYI.-E ld . W. \Y. Riner , from the Upatoie, followed by
Eld. B. C. Cald well , from the Western.

Sunday A . M. - E ld. W. C. Cleveland, followed by Eld. Morgan
Bro wn , both from the body.

Sunday P . M.-Eld. D. F. Woodall, from the Upa toie.

Closed by Eld. \Y. \Y. Childs, of the body ..

Th e Echeconnee Associati on desir es, through this medium,
to return their sincere thanks to th e breth ren, sisters and friend s
of and around Ramah Church , for their man y kindnesses and
ho spitabl e entertainment during the Association just closed.
May blessings of God continue with th em, both in basket and
store.

').~. ~

~



MINUTES.

DECORUM.

5

L

1. The Associati on shall be composed of members chosen by the
. churches in our uni on and duly sent to represen t the m in the Associa­

tion, who sha ll be members whom they judge best qualified for that pur­
pose, producing letters from the ir churc hes cer tifying their appointment,
shall be entitled to seats.

2. In the letters from the churches shall be expressed their members
in full fellowshi p, those bap tiz ed , received by letter, on confession of
faith, dismissed, excommunicate d and died since last Association.

3. The.members th us chosen and con vened shall be den ominated th e
ECHECONNEE ASSOCI ATION, providing for themse lves a Moderator an d
Clerk, ,..ho will serve the m during the session : usingthe pastor of the
church wh ere they assemble or choos ing one from the body, as they
please.

4. As one of the cardinal ten ets of faith of the Primitive Baptists is
th at the Old and New Testam ents are our only rule of faith and practi ce,
and as the Bib le recognizes no other religious disciplinary power but the
Ch urc h , we hereby lea ve all discipli ne with the Churc h, wh ere God ill
His wisdom, me rcy , and in h onor to His Son, placed it .

5. If new ch urc hes desir e to be adm itted into this union they may
petition by letter an d de legates, and if found orthodox and orderly, shall
be recei ved by the Associat ion and manifested by the Moderator giving
the delegates the righ t hand of fello wship.

6. The na mes of the members of the Association shall be enrolled by
the Clerk, an d called over as often as the Association may require.

7. It shall be the du ty of the Clerk to keep a t rue record of the pro ­
ceedings of the Association.

8. The minutes of the Associat ion shall be read and signe d by the
Moderator and Clerk before the Association adj ourns.

9. Am endmen ts to th is form of gove rn ment may be made at any time
b y a maj ori ty of the union, when they deem it necessary.

10. To correspond with siste r Associations of the same faith and order.

11. The Association shall have power to adj ourn themselves to an y
.future time or pla ce they may thi n k most conv enient to the ch ur ches in
the union.

12. It is also agreed that nothing shall be so construed in the above as
to in terfere with the fellowsh ip and commun ion of the churches or breth­
ren of th is union, or with those with whom we ma y correspond, directly
or indirectl y; an d nothing shall be pr esen ted to this body as a qu ery, Of
question bearing on the same, but shall be considered by the churches, as
we believe is directed by the Holy Scriptures. .



6 MINUTES.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.
1st. We believe in on e true and living God, and that ther e are th re e

person s in the Godhead-the Father, the Son and the H oly Ghost.
2d. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the word

of God, and the on ly rule of faith and pract ice.
3d. We b elieve in the doctrin~ of eternal an d particul ar election.
4th. We bel ieve in the doctri n e of original sin .
5th . We believe in man's impot ency to recov er himself fro m the fall en

st ate h e is in by nature, by his own fr ee will and ab ility.
6th . We b elieve th at sinners are just i fied in th e sigh t of God onl y by the

imputed ri ghteou sn ess of Ohrist .
. 7th. We beli eve tha t God 's elect sh all be called, r egen erat ed and sanctified

by the Holy Gho st .
8th . We believe that Saints sha ll pe rsevere in grace, and never finally

fall awav ,
9th. 'Ve believe that Baptism , and th e Lord's Sup per are ordinances of

Jesu s Christ, and th at true believers an the only sub jects of th ese ordi­
nances . We believe th at immersion is baptism .

10th. We believ e in the resurrection of th e dead , an d a genera l judgment.
11th. We be lieve th at the p uni shment of the wicked will be ete rnal, and

the joys of the righ teous will be everlast ing.
12th. We believe that no mini st er has a right to th e adm inistration of

th e ordinanc es, onl y such as are r egu larl y called and come under the imposi­
tion of the hands of the presbytery. '

ORDEH OF BUSINESS.

1. The Int rodn ctory Sermon will be deliv ered.
2. Call for and read lett ers from the Chur ches and en roll the names of

messengers.
3. Choose a Moderator and Clerk.
4. Appoint Comm ittees as follows:

On Preaching.
To wri te Corr espon ding Letter.
On Contributions and to distribute Corresponding Minutes.

5. Invite Visiting Brethren to seats with ns.
G. Call for Corresp ondence from Siste r Associati ons.
7. Call for Petitionary Churches.

SECOND DAY.
I . Call the Roll an d read Decorum.
2. Call for further Corresp ondence from Siste r Associations.
3. Renew the invitation to Visiting Brethren to seats wit h us.
4. Return Corr espondence to Siste r Associat ions.
5.· Receive Contribu tions and distribute Corresponding Minutes.
6. Ap point Union Meetin gs.
7. Appoint the Next Session of this body.
8. Agree on the num ber of Minutes to have printed.
9. Call for Correspond ing Letter.

10. Read Minutes aud adjourn .
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Sharon.. .... . . ... ... W. C. Cleveland A. J . Zeiner .. .... .. . ~ lonroe .. ... . Brent ...... ... ... T . M. Ha ygood, l'L L. B1asin gam e,A .T .P er sons ... 2 ... 1 .. . 8 ... 1 1 85 1 $ 1 00 s 7 00
Bethl eh em.. . .. .... W. W. Child s..... J . L . Thomp son .... . Upson ... .. .. .. Thomaston .. ... J . M. McFarlin, Cauda Sanders, F . M. Boyd ... ... 3 .. . . 0. ' 0, 3 ... '" 55 1 1 00 2 00
Ebenezer ... .. ... .. . W. W. Childs..... C. J . Avera.... . .. .... Upson ...... ... Economy.. ...... W. W .-Childs. A. W. Childs .... .. .. .. . .. .. ....... .. ... .. '0 ' ••• 0 •• o. 1 ... ... ,I6 2 50 2 80
Good Hop e ... .. .. . B. O. Caldwell ... W. C. Gnn n ... .. .... Upson ..... .... Th oma ston ... . G. W. Hall , W. O. Gunn, J:. R. McKinley ...... .. . ... 1 ' 0' . 0. 2 ... ... 20 2 50 1 50

Mount Carmel .. . W. O. Cleveland.. W. R. Blasingame.. Cra wford . .. . Musella ......... {w.C. Cleveland, S. T. Ben tly, F . W. Ham- } 1 ... 1 1 1 77 3 2 00 300ma ck, W. R. Blasingame.. .... .. ... .. .. ...... .. .
Salem .. ...... ....... 1. Grant.. ..... ... .. .J. D. McGee.. . .. .... Cra wford .. .. Knoxville .. ... . 1. Grant, J. D. McGee... .... .. .... . .. ... . ..... .......... ... 4 ... ... 1 3 .. . 1 107 2 200 200
Providence ..... ... 8 . T. Bently .... .. •J. J . Britt.. .. .. .. .. .. Cra wford .... Hartley .. ...... . H . N. Bri tt, .J. J. Br it t .. .. . .... .... .. .. .. .. ............... 2 ...... 1 1 ... 1 51 1 1 00 3 00
Fellowsh ip.. ....... A. A. Garrett..... H . E . Murray .. .. .. Hou ston .. .. .. Fort Va lley... .. A. A. Garrett, J . W . Tabor, H . E. Murray ........ . 1 1 . 0. ' 0, 1 1 1 34 2 1 00 200
Bethl eh em (Bibb ) W. W. Childs... .. F . W. Williams.... . Bibb .... .. .. ... Macon ... .. .... .. J. S. 1'1 cGee, W. R. Evans, Wm . Sunders .... .. .. .. . 12 3 2 .. . ... 126 4 3 00 500
Ramah ... .. . .. ... . D. F . Wooda ll .. . A. G. Ho rn e.. .. ..... Monroe .. .... Horne....... .. ... N . T. Dumas, J. W. Williams, A. G. Horne.. ... .. .. . 1 1 ... 2 37 2 50 300
F ri endsh ip..... .... S. T . Ben tly ... .. . W. S. Bloodworth.. Upson ... .. .. .. Thomaston .... . W. S. Bloodworth, J . H . B. Butts, C. E. Bayne... 3 1 . 0 •• 0. 2 ... ... 30 3 50 480
Pl easant Hill ..... J. T. Gardner..... J . D. Cherry.. ..... .. Houston ... .. . Dunbar ... ..... .. 'V. O. Lewi s, J . 1\1 . Fredrick ........ ..... .. ... ..... ...... 6 ... • • • • 0 . 111 55 1 1 00 2 00
Sardis ... ... .. ... .. .. J. 'I', Reyno lds ... W. J. Heard ..... .... Bibb .... .. .. .. . Macon ..... ... ... J. W. F ielder, J. T. Rey nolds, T. M. Nash .. .. ..... . 0 • • • • • • • • 0' 1 ... 1 47 3 1 00 200
Moun t Pa ran ..... J . T. Reynolds ... B. F . Kennedy ...... Crawford . ... Knoxvill e .. .. .. lli .H .McE lmurray,B. F. Wil-liamson,RJ .Hancock 2 ... ... ... ' •• '0 ' .0. 46 1 1 00 2 00
Beaver Creek ..... J. T. Reyn olds... J . M. Pitts .... .. ... .. Hou ston .. .... Heard ,.... .. ..... J. B. Hunt, 'V. S. Farr.... .. ..... ... ....... . .......... ... . 1 .. . ... ... 13 4 1 50 .........
Shiloh ....... .. ...... J . T. Young ... .. . J . A. Burkner .. ... . Bibb .... .. .. .. . Macon .Route B Re presented by Letter ... .. .. .. .. ..... .... ....... .. ..... ... ... 1 ... 16 1 50 2 00
H armony..... ... .. . W. W. Childs .... . J . C. D. Bloodwor th Pike ... .. . .. ... Zebu lon ... ... ... S. J . McDaniel, W. O. Norris, H. O. Dickey ... .. ... 3 4 .0 • • •• ... ... ... 36 3 1 00 400
Hi gh Shoa ls .. ... . S. T. Bentl y ... ... '1'. 1'1. Mulllns .... .. Monroe .. .. .. Bacon .... .. .. ... . J . H. Mullins, W. R. S. Man n, T. M. 1'1ullins ... 1 ... ... ... 0 •• • • , .. . .18 2 1 00 250
Forsyth P'ruitive W. O. Oleveland W. E. ZeIne r ... .... . Monroe ...... Forsyth .... .... . O. J. ZeIner, J. 111. Cox, J. R. Wor sham.. .. .. ... ... 1 . . 1 .0 .. 2 1 00 500
Mount Calvary ... 1. Gra n t ... .. .. . .. .. R. H . Bazemore ... Monroe .. ... . Forsyth . .. .... .. W. H. Smith, R. H. Baze more... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . . ...... ' 0 • • 0 • • • • 27 2 50 250
Gri ffin Baptist ..: Morgan Brown .. L. W. Almand.. .... Spaldi ng ... .. Griffin .... ...... . Morgan Br own, W. N. Autrey, 1. J. Mallary.... . 5 3 1 .. . 42 1 100 200
Ooncord .... ... ..... Mor gan Brown .. J . B. O. Madd en ... Pike ..... ...... Concord .... ..... J. F. Madd en, J . B. C. Madden, B. F . Howe .. ... . 2 ... 1 ... 1 22 4 1 00 200
Emmaus..... .. ..... W. O. Cleveland II. L. McK enney .. Upson .... ... .. Thomaston ..... F. J . Reeves, B. L . Smith , F . B. Hancock......... 3 ......... 5 1 2 80 4 1 00 6 00

- - - ------
- 1$2450'rota] .... .. .... . ....... ..... .... ... ..... ........................... ..... ........ ..... ............ ... ...... ...... .... .. .. .. .. ..... . ... ...... ..... ... ... .............. .. . ...... .. 52 14 22 33 5 13 J:l:"JIl $67 50
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