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LECTURE. 

Tm i. an a11 of ci ntifi improvement. The e crti 11!11 

f th pr nt p riod in favour of popular ducation are un-
par 1lel d in th hi:tory of our country. ,Vith th fft>rt • f 

hri tian philanthropy, they forn a di tinct ep ch in Ameri-

can annal . 
I mpro ement are introduced into every department of in-

truction. The be t method· of communicatinO' knowledge 
ar diliO'ent1y ouuht by the '{j niver. ity, venerable f; r it ag , 
and by other eminarie of learning, clown to the choo!: of 
r · nt oriuin, de ianed for the hen fit of pratlinu infancy. 

Among t.he Lit rary In titution of Conuecticut, Common 
• ch ol hold an imp rtant rank-the more important, a they 
ar emphatically Common chool • found in ever • city, b0-
rough, and illage, and free of acce to all cla e of the com-

munit •. 
I b Ii ve it i <Yenera11y admitted, that in the e in titution 

'·c have not advanced in equal pace with the improvement 
of the aO'e • and that immediate exertion for their lasting ben-

fit hould be made. 
But if our edifices are hereafter to be bui]ded upon bett r 

plans, and to combine more kill, ta te, beauty, and u efulne 
in their con truction, it i important that the builder h uld 
receive qualification adapted to the impro ement cont mpla-
ted, or they will not be prepared to an wer the rea ouable 
demand and e, p tation. of their employ r. • It b .come 

h n an inter :;;tin<Y inquiry 
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I s~ the foundation be laid with pecial reference to the Mdcr 
and dimen ions of the super tructure to reiit upon it. 

The Teacher in our Common 'chool • who la the foun-
dation, ought to be well instructed in the general principles 
which are to go ern the future builder in erecting and com-
pleting the temple of cicnce. 

It has often been found to require much time, and many ef-
~ort to enable the tudent, when he enter an advanced 'em-
mary, to unlearn the erroneou sentiment and habit acq mr-
ed at the Common chool. 

I will illustrate my meaning by uppo ing a ca ·e. 
Suppo e in the Common School the in tructor pro eed • on 

the old plan of merely requiring le ons to be recited memori-
tor. Where thi is the practice, it i difficult, if not impo • i-
ble, to get an an wer only in the preci e words of the book, 
and not even such an an wer, unle s the que tion i propound-
ed in the preci e word of the book. I have een " hole 
clas thrown into utter confu ·ion b a ·light variation from the 
prescribed form. 

ow uppo e the general principle adopted in higher Sem-
inarie , i to learn the tudent to think-to teach him fact 
nd idea in tead of mere word , ( ~md thi uppo ition I be-

lieve to be 11 t far from the truth,) how p orly prepar d i the 
pupil, in tructed in the Common chooI, to enter one f these 
higher eminarie ! how long a period mu t elap e before hi~ 
mind can be uitablydi ·ciplined to a method of tuition to, ,hich 
he has never been accu tomed ! how greatly mu t hi progre s 
he retarded! 

I ha e named and illu trated but one principle; but let the 
ame general prjnciple • be adopted in all our eminarie , 

"from the lea t to the greate t,' and let all our teacher· con-
sider it as belonging to their qualification to be fully acquaint-
ed with them. 

3. The mu t lot: their employment. 
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initable arnl I c•cvi-.h h,! ,rill Le uuhappy him-elf and render 
al! around him uiiliappy. The c.·hibition of uch a temper 
wdl create a di. gu:,t in the mind..: of hi· pupil not onl r to-
\\:ar him, hut toward~ the ver • things which he tcache -a 
dt:,;rr11 t greatly to be d prccated. '· good tutor,' ays Dr. 

utt...:, ",ho il I t, ke particular care of his own temper and 
cond11ct, that thcr may be nothing in him or about him which 
may l.>c.: of ill , ample: nothing that may ~avour of a haughty 
t _mp r or a. can and sordid pirit; not/ting that may expose 

11"n lo t!tr ell' rsiun or to the contempt of his scholar, or cre-
a~e a pr jlldzc ill th ir mind· against him and !ti instruc-
twus; bnt if po -.ible, he ~hould have so much of l'.l natural 
candour and szcectncss mix d with all the improvement f 
learn in Cl', a~ mi!!lit on · • l·nowlcdcre into the mind of hi~ 
di -ciplc with a~:-ort of gentle insi,;:ation and so,·ereign dc-
liaht, and ma: tempt th m into the hialte~t improvement of 
their rca~on bv a re i::::tles • and in cn::;ible force. 

To mamtai~ hi- authorit ', a teacher mu t pos e the art of 
~elf-command-an art which, in the e~timation of the , i e t 
rnan of antiquity, j~ of no ordinar excellence and glory. He 
that i Jo to anger i better than the mio·Lty • and he that 
ruleth his •pirit, than he that taketh a cit_:." 

The man who cannot crovern him elf, hould never be n-
t 0 ru ted with ti c croYernrncnt of oth r • 

man of quick anJ turbulent pa ion. ought ever to be 
plac cl at the head f a School ; for when the rea on fa man 

1 often ubj cted to the dominion of his p, sion , it i un afe 

for children to be under hi control. 
' Ian_- haYe yer · little of ,vhat may be called the faculty 

of government; and late coercion and pmfrhment come in to 
. upply the place of early amdan • fr. Anderson .trikin°ly 
;11u:tra th. part of the subject, by a very familiar allu-ion: 

recollect b arino of two oache:, whi h used to drive into 
e, ·market from London, by a certain hour at a time of 
r nc, c mp •titi n, Th hor. c • f th c a ·h ·hich crenerally 
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tle ide n th ir Christian a weH a literary qualification ; 
·, nd. a th re i a di er ity of opinion re pecting the charac-
tcri 'tic· of crenuine piety, all our chool-ma ter might be of 
hat denomination that hould happen to be the mo t numerous 

or influential in the community. 
The cience are not sectarian ; nor should the teacher of 

them a such be sectQ.rian. 
In the dome tic circle, in the Sunday School, and in the pul-

pit, our peculiar denominational sentiments ma uitably be 
inculcated. But in a Common Schoo], includino-the children 
of different denominations, they should never be mentioned. 

o man , i he hi children to be taught religiou principles 
which he doc not himself believe, or religiou • rite with which 
he ha~ no fellow hip. o catcchi. m of a sectarian character 
hould be introduced. For if the cat chi~m of one sect be ad-

mitted, that of another, on the principle of equality, houl<l al-
o be admitted; and in a School compo ed of everal oct , it 

is ea y to perceive that unlc ·s the teacher have a very pliant 
eon cience, he mu t be placed at time in unplea ant circum-
stance , and that the children must have but confu ed idea of 
truth. But be i<le the sectariani m which it would produce, 
I have another objection to making e perimental re]iO'ion an 
indi pen able qualification in a chool-teacher. I refer to the 
t mptation to hypocri y which it ould spread before the 
young men of our country. 

It i well known, that wherever and whenever fu]l com-
munion in ome Chri tian Church ha been made a prer qui-
site to office, mrn of gracele heart have taken upon th m 
thi emblance of piety, merely for purpo e of per onal glory 

and emolument. 
Th y ha e pretended to serve God, when they were in fact 

only pa ing homa<Je at the brine of mammon, to the g d of 
thi world. I hould fear a similar re ult froin the e tabli h-
ment of a te t which would e elude from participation in the 
in tru tion of ur Comm n Scho 1 e r. man ho I uld 
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not give to the constituted autl orities evidence of having ital 
godliness. 

Young men, qualified in other respects, would have a pow-
erful inducement to make a professi9n of religion, even though 
conscious to themselves that they are not in possession of it. 

But all will agree with me that a man must be a moral man, 
(in the usual acceptation of the word moral,) to be entitled to 
our suffrages as a teacher. 

No man, unless devoid of all moral sense, would be willing 
to place his children under the tuition of a blasphemer, a drunk~ 
ard, a gambler, a debauchee, or a man of any other vicious 
habits. 

I tremble when I see a man of avowed infidelity, and loose 
morality, enter a School in the responsible character of a 
teacher; for I remember a young man ( once under my pas-
toral care,) of very respectable talents, of unquestioned piety, 
and of cheering promise of usefulness to the Church and the 
world, who was ruined by placing himself under the tuitio11 of 
a professed infidel. 

At first unsettled, and then bewildered by the artful sophis-
try of his wicked but zealous and indefatigable teacher, he be-
came mentally deranged. Efforts to restore him have been 
made for several years without success; and it 1s now feared 
that he will never again enjoy his reason ! 

Let not the poisonous principles of infidelity be inculcated, 
or the deleterious influence of a bad example, be exerted in 
any of our Schools. 

Children are imitative creatures. The influence of exrun-
ple upon them is powerful. . 

An instructor is always t_eaching by his conduct when h~ ~5 

with his pupils. An upright and amiable deportment is viSI-

ble philosophy which the minds of the dullest can under stan\ 
I will conclude my remarks on this head in the words 0 

a recent judicious Lecturer* on School-keeping. d 
'' The moral character of instructors should be considere 

* I-foll, 



11 ul 1 ct of v ry hi h irnportan • and 1 t ever ne , ·h 
know him 'elf to be immoral, r nounce at once the thouoht 
of uch an emplo ,ment, while he continue to dircaard the 
l~w of God, and the happines_ of hi~ fellow men. Genuine 
piety i. l,i{7hl d irable in e ery one eutru ted with the care 
and in truction of the young; but morality, at lea t hould be 
requir d, in every candidate for that important tru t." 

On the ubj ctof this Lecture, and in iew of the remark no, 
·ubmitted to your con ideration, it i natural to inquire, \Vhat 
hall be d ne to improve the qualification of our teacher-? r, 

how hall ·e ~ecure in future more talented in ·tructor in 
our Common ch ol ? In repl ', ·omc have pr po ed th 
tabli ·hment of a e", En al and In titution endowed with am-
ple fund , furni hed with able profe or: with a well elected 
library ' and al o with all the apparatu that modern inuenui-
t ha devi. cd for this purpo c • uch as map~, chart globe·, 

orrerie ," ..-c. ...c. In ue;h an In tituti n it ha been pr ,po- d to have a modd 
cl,ool, in which the theorie of the Facult miuht be reduc d 

to practice and their utility demon trated. 
"To uch an In·titution ' ay one of it able t adYocatc~, 

"l t ·oun<1 men re ort, of pict);, of talent • of indu_try and lf 
adaptedne · to the bu inc of the in truc\ion f youth, and 
who w uld exp ct to dcrote tlwir lii;es to o important an c-
cupati n. L t th m attend a r gular cour ·e of L ctur n 
the ubj ct of Education ; r ad the be t work' • take tb ir 
turn in the in •truction of the '7' rimental clwol • and after 
thu becominu qualified for their office, leaYe the In titution 
with a uitable certificate or diploma, recommending them to 

the confidence f the public." 
Of the ad,·antaues of a Seminary of this kind e.tabli.hed 

n honourable and catholic principle. I ha,·e no doubt· and 
a there are in 

1 
Te, •-England between fifteen and j t n 

thou and teacher of Di trict chool annual\ employed, I 
am incline to think that a ufficient number to su tain the 
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teacher hnul<l be o well paid for hi' ervic 's that he 
can affi rd to dcl'ot himself to them, and not hurry ov ·r them 
a ' th mere tep- tone to a more desirable and profitable em-

ployment. 
I have known a Committee in Connecticut gi e c rtificate 

()f approbation t per on whom they knew to be incompetent 
t tea h jmply becau e they al o knew that the provi ·ion 
made by the chool ociety, or rather by the tate, (for the 

h ol oci ty rai ·ed nothing by tax,) would be no inducement 

to other better qualified. 
Ho, cont ::iptible-how perfectly contemptible, it i to a k 

a man to teach a District School for eight or ten dollar a 
month, and then oblige him to go, like a beucrar, from door to 
d or, to get hi, bread while teaching ! , ho can xpect to 

btain teacher of ,uitable literary qualifications and honoura-
ble feeling under uch d grading circumstances ? 

\Vith many, chcapnc sis the o~ LY indispensable qualifica-
tion ; and ·o lonO' a thi hall be the ca e, they will have 
ch ap teacher and cheap chool • 
_ I am decidedly in favour of the Legislature' requiring, (if 
it be within their province to require ) a a condition of re-

eiving their proportion of the Fund, the rai ing of the same 
am unt b , the town, to be expended for the ame purpo ·e. 

" Vi dom i a defi nee, and money is ad fence." I belie"\-"e 
,vith more money and more wi <lorn to direct in the applica-
tion of it the qualification of our teachers would be abun-
dantly incrca ed, and our in titution defended. 

3. Let your chool Committee be judiciou ly elected. 
The law i explicit. It ay , "Each chool ociety hall 

appoint a uitable number of chool 1 1ter , not exceeding 
nine of com,p tent kill in letters, to be over eer or vi iter 
of the chool in uch ociety, who ·e dut it hall be to exam-
ine the in tructor and to di place uch ~a ma be found de ... 
fici nt in any requisite qualification, or who will not conform 
to tlte regulation by them adopted-to superintend and direct 
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th o- u ral instructi u of the s ·holar • • an<l t v1 ·it th' , <'huol!4 
twi ·c at 1 a ·t, clurin6 ach ca on of ·hooJing; at whi ·h vi~i· 
tation two or more ha11 be pre nt, when they may r quir 
from th ma t rs ·uch e. rcise of the youth a ·will h ' 
ther profi ·icn ·y in 1 arning." .. 

one can Jcgally t ach without the aprobation of the vi 1• 

t r ·," a w 11 as 'the as ·cnt of the Di trict.' Thi board then 
is one of O'r at importan e to th improvement of ur ho 1:. 
The ubj ' t may be more fully discu • ed by om other P r· 
:on who ·hall f; llow m , on this occa ion. 

I will di ·mi . it by ayioO', that while I would by no m ans 
tak th p w rout f the hand· f the p opl , (the 1 gitimat' 
and acl now! <lg d sover i<rn. of America,) and while I c n· 
Hid ·r the Stutut f nn ti ·ut on thi ubj t a truly r • 
publi ·an uncl admirable arraug n1 nt, I would a k the p pl ... , 
wh n a:: mbJ cl to make choi e of th ir ho l Committ c~, 
to d •kgat th ir p w r in all ca e. to m n, ome of wh Ill 

hnll b of ' comp lent sk,ill in Zell rs,' and all of ;vbom hall 
b m n of ornp tent jud('Y'm nt and ommon n · to dccid' 
on the qualifirati u f tho. who arc to b ntru t d with th 
hi,rhly re pon. ibl urc and in ·tructi n f their elov d 
offi·princr. 

And may this Convention, in th practical result, of it irn· 
portnnt <l lib ration , be th mean of cneral impro cm nt 
in th capability f tho e who e duty it is to brinO' forth th 
pr ·iou • rr m of i11t ,)l t, ta! nt, and g niu. , and pr pare th Ill 
t spar! I, with ·h erin()' brilliancy in the diadem of our coun· 
tr 's protection and glor . 
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