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Brethren Scott, Cole En r, and Shaw '
wete appomted to make the pecessary ar-

ranorements for prewchmo during thls meet-

ing: - Prayer by Br. Trott. .. .
_Adjourned to- 9 o clock to,morrow m
ing.
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' Met pursuant to f\djournment Prayer by
© Br. ‘Choat,
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its having been applied
‘4n our use of it we have’ refs
| Chiist, in distinction frem alk

have sp;ung up:since. the apost! )




ed by the (_Tledt Hewd ofthe church tho‘
the ‘miinistry of his apostles, are others
‘considered to be connscted. with- the very;
. sense of religion, and absolutely necessary
_ to the prosperity of Christ's kingdom.” They
value‘to them, becauﬁe “hiiman
f ogiests  their lmport"mCD We al-
W the head of the church alone to judge for
;' we therefore esteem those things to be
no: use to the cause of . Christ, Whlch he
self instituted. - -

W Wlll notieé severally; the claims of the
reipal of these modern inventions, and
te some ‘of our objeciions to them for your
ndid consideration:

e commence with the Tract Societies.
hese claim to be extensively useful.
m their thousands converted. 'T'h
pleromatwc of car I'ymo thf‘ ne

A uld otherwise never come;, of ‘going
wings of the wind; car rying salva-

'The nature ‘anfl

F8ason why,w\, shoul rejéé the
1a1 5-podsessing
ver the bi vlp

ghtless classes of soc1ety Admtting the
ety ofthis claim, could it bedcept sepa:
from:. other pretensmns, still -can we
itto the distribusion of tracts becoming
rder of our churches, or our associations,
1out countenancing the prevalent idea
racts have become an instituted means
roved of -Crod for-the conversion of sin-
2 and hence that the distzibution of them
religious act, and on a footing with sup-
porting the goapbl ministry 2

JIf we were to admit that tracts may have
ceasionally been made instrumental by the
Holy Ghost for iinparting instruction or com-
fort to enquxrmg‘ mmfis 11; would by no means

Tracts |
into holes and cornarb, wheréthe oo’s-l

lalm each ’co I

to L:td a soul tolor

‘ Lamb submit to such plans 2 1f
" we canndt.

"l ation.
a'| as do Tract Societies.

s

l an’ institiited means- af
ersthe” manner ofithe
nox-that they should be’

imply that tracts ar
salvation, to speal
pular religionists,

preached gospel in respect to Imp'uU
knowledge of salvation. :
Agam we readily admit the plom 1ety cf
an individual’'s pubh shing and distributing,
or of several individuals uniting to pubh%h
and distribute what they wish circulated,
whether in the form of tracts or otherwise;
but still we cannot,admit the propriety of ani-
ting with, or upon the plans of the existing

"I‘ract Bocieties; even laying aside the idea-
of their being attemptcd to-be palmed upon
us -as I‘L,hOIOLlS institutions.  Because that .
3 plan of th°se 5of’mt1es, thess wha

n 1er the name.of 191101ous tluth, -and what
f,tl sublmt 10 have sent into their
nthly, and to circulate -
ny thing and every -
us.I admg hlvh the ageént
cornmittes may see fit to pub—
hey thus bécome’ accustomed to_re-
-0od, which comes un-.
fgion, whetheér it be ac-
ord o[’n(}od or not; and are
‘tramed to. Lhe hablt of 1ett1ng others Judve for

: Can fmy consclentious fol

~Bunday Schools come next under cons?er‘,

T'hese assume the same high stand
They claim the honor
g their tens of thousands; of lead-
ildren to, Lhe lmow«

of co ver

kno wledge of salvati
of the gospel; thai, of
same knowledge, &c..

these-as well as the pretensions of the TFract
Bocieties are grounded upon the notion, that
conversion or regeneration is produced by
impressions made upon the natural mind, by
means of veligious sentiments instilled into ity
fand if the Fol{/ Cihost 1s allowed to be at all
concerned in the thing, itisin a way, which
implies his being somehow blended with the
instruection, or neccsscuily attendant upon it}
all of which. we. know to be wrong.
Secondly: Becausesuch schools were ne.
ver established by the apostles, nox com‘“land
ed by Christ. There were ¢hildren in the

‘placed ou a footing with the ‘biblé, and. the’

hth m‘.pfty theirmoney. for pubhsh~”
| lnrr and distrit ting, thcy know not.what,*

Jlo 161, and are therefore:

‘as.is the’ preaching = .
nging adulto to the:

sions we feel bound to oprose “Tist, ‘because ‘

)
é
|
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“days of the apostles. The apostles possessed
as great a desire for the salvation of souls, as
much love to the cause of Christ, and knew
as well what God would own for bringing

persons to the knowledge of salvation, as

any do, at this day. ‘We therefore must be-
lieve that if these schools were of God, we
should find some account of them in the New
. 'Testament.” )
Thirdly : We have exemplified, in the case
of the Pharisees, the evil consequences of in-
structing children, in the letter of the scrip-
“ture, under the notion, that this instruction
constitutes a saving acfidintance with the
word of God. 'We see in thai instance it only
‘mnade hypocrites of the Jews; and as the
scriptures declare that Christ’s words: are
spiret wnd Life, and that the nateral man re-
cetveth not the things of the Spivit of God,

we cannot believe it will have any better ef-

fect on the children in our day.

The scriptures enjoinupon parents to bring
uptheirchildreninthenuriure and admonition
of the Lord, but this instead of countenancing,
forbids the idea of parents entrusting the re-
ligious education of their children to-giddy,
uaregenetated, young persons who know no

beiter, than to build them up-in the belief that

they ave learning the religion of Christ, and
to confirm them in their natural notions of
their own goodness.. o S
But whilst we thus stand opposed to the
 plan aid uss of these Sundar Schools and to
the 8. 8: Union, in every point, we wish it
to be distinetly understood, that: we consider
Sunday Schools, for the purpose of teaching
poor children to read, whereby they may be

enabledto read the scriptures for themselves ;

in neighbourhoods where there is occasion
for them; and when properly conducted,
without that ostentatioh so commonly- con

nected with them, to be useful, and benévo-

lent institutions worthy of the fiatronage of
all the friends of civil liberty. - - ,
We pass to the consideration of the Bible
" Soclety,  We are aware, Brethren, that this
nstitution- presents ‘itself to the mind of the
christian as sunported by the most plausible
prétext. The idea of giving the bible with-
out note or comment, to those who are unable
to procure it for ‘themselves, is in itself con-
sidered, calculated to meet the -approbation
of ail who know the importance of the sac;ed
seriptures. ~ But under this auspicious guise,
we see reared in the case of the American
bible Society, an institation as foreign from
-any thing which the gospel of Christ calls
for, as are the kingdoms of this -world from
the kingdom of Christ. We §ec a combina-

Bible Society.

tion formed, in which are united the man of .
the world, the vaunting professor, and the .
humble follower of Jesus; the leading. cha-
racters in politics, the dignitaries in ¢
and from them some of every grade, do
the poor servant girl, who ¢an snatch 1o

her hard earned wages, fifty cents a year for
the privilege of being a member. "We see
united in this combination, all parties in poli-
tics, and all sects in veligion; and the distine-
tive differences of the one, and the sectarian
barriers of the other, in part thrown asideto
form the union. Atthe head of this vast hody

we see placed a few leading characters, who~
have in their hands the management of its:
enormous printing establishment, and its im-
mense funds; and the control of its powerful
influence, extended by means of agents and
auxiliaries to every part of the United States:
‘We behold its anniversary meetings, convert-
ed into a great veligious parade, and forining
a theatre for. the orator who is ambitious of:

‘preferment, either in the pulpit, in the legis-
P ptup £

lative-hall, or at the bar, to display. his elo-
quence.and elicit the cheers of the graveas-.
semblage. Now, Brethren, to justify otr op- -
position to the Bible Society, it is not neces:

'sary for us to say that any of its members.-
-have manifested a disposition to eniploy - its:

power for the subversion of our liberties. It

is enough for us to say
1st. “That sach a monstrons. combix

concentrating so much power in the handso
a few individuals, could never be necessary
for supplying the destitute with bibles. Cdns
dividual printing establishments, would rea-
dily beextended so as to supply bibles to any
amount, and in any language that might he
called for; ‘and at as cheap a rate,:as they
have ever been sold by the Bible Society.
 2d.'That  the humble: followers o
could accomplish their benevolent wishes, fo1
supplying the needy with bibles, with more
eflect and more to their satisfaction, by man-
aging the purcliase and distribution of them .
for themselves. And such will never seek:
popular applause by having their libérality:
trumpeted-abroad through the mediwm of the’

*3d. 'That the Bible Society, whether we
consider it in its monied foundation for mem-
bership, and directorship, in its hoarding up
of funds, in its blending together all distinc-
tions between the church and the world, ‘or-
in its concentration of poiver, is an institution
never contemplated by the Lord Jesus as.con-
nected with his kingdom; therefore not a
command concerning it is given'in the decree
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published, nor a sketch of it drawn-in the pas-
tern shewed. ) '
4th, That its vast combination of -wordly
power and influence lodged in the hands of
a few, renders it a-dangerous engine against
the liberties, both civil and religious, of our
country, should it comeunder the control of
those disposed so to employ it. The above
remarks apply with equal force to the other
preat national institutions, as the American
Tract Society, and Sunday School Union,
‘&e. &ec. Y ,
“We.will now call your attention to.the
subject of Missions. Previous to stating our
.objections-to the mission plans, we will meet
‘some of the false charges brought against us
relative to this subject, by a simple and une-
‘quivocal declaration, that we do regard, as of
the first importance the command .given of

-~ Christ, primarily to his apostles and through

them to his ministers in every age, to “ Go

‘ _into all the world, and preach the gospel to’

every creature,” and do feel an earnest desire
to- be found acting in obedience thereunto, as
“the providence of God directs our way, and
opens-a door of utterance for us. We also
Dbelieve it to be the duty of individuals and
churches to contribute according to their
‘abilities, for the support, not only of their
" pastors, but also of those who go preaching

" 'the gospel of Christ among the destitute.—

But we at the same time contend, that we
“have no right to depart from the order which
‘the Master himself has seen fit to lay down,
-relative to the ministration of the word. We
therefore cannot fellowship the plans for
_ spreading the gospel, generadlly adopted at
this day, undér the name of Missions; be-
‘cause we consider those plans throughout 'a
subversion of the ordet marked out in the
_ New Tlestament. ST
Ist. In reference to the medium by which

& gospel minister is to.be sent forth to la-
bour in the field. Agreeable to the prophecy
going before, that out of Zion, shall go forih
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeru-
salemn, the Lord "has manifestly established
the order, that his ministers should be sent
forth by the churches. But the mission plan
is to send them out by a Mission Society.—
The gospel society or church is to be com-
posed of baplised believers; the poor is placed
on an equal footing. with the rich, and money
is of no consideration, with rzgard to mem-
~.bership, or church privileges. MNot so with
Mission Societies: they are so organized
that -the unregenerate, the enemies of the
Cross of Christ, have equal privileges as to
membership, &c. with the people of God, and

‘preach the gospel among: the destitute.
what is.movre, these Boards by their auxilia- .

money is the principal consideration; a cer-
tain sum entitles to membership, a larger sum
to life membership, a still larger to director-
ship, &c. so that their constitutions, contraty
to the direction of James, ate pariial, saying
to the rich man, sit thou here, and to the poor
stand thow there. In Christ's kingdom, all
his subjects are sons, and have equal rights,
and an equal voice, as well in calling persons
into the ministry as in other things.” Butthe
mission administration is all lodged in the
hands of a few, who are distinguished from
the rest, by great swelling titles, as Presi-
dents, Vice Presidents, &c.  Again each gos-
pel church acts as the independent kingdom
of Christ in calling and sending forth its
members into the ministry. . Very different
from this- is the maission order. 'I'he mission
community being soarranged that from the
litle Mite Society, on to the State’ Conven-
tiotis, and from them on to the Triennial Con-
vention, and General Board, there is formed
a general amalgamation, and a concentration
of power in the hands of a dozen dignitaries,
who with some exceptions have the control of
all 'the funds designed for supporting min-
isters among the destitute, at home and abroad,
and the sovereign authority to designate who
from among the professed ministers of Christ,
shall ic supported from these funds, and also
to assign them the field of their labours.—
Yea, the authority to appoint females, and
schoolmasters, and printers, and farmers, as
such, to be solemnly set apart by prayer and
the imposition of hands, as missionaries of
the cross, and to be supported from these
funds. Whereas in ancient times the preach—
ers of the gospel by the Holy Ghost. Acts

xiil. 1,-4. T

"2d. 'In reference to ministerial support.——

The gospel order is to extend support to them
who preach the gospel. = But the mission

plan is to hire persons to preach. The gos-~

pel order is ot to prefer one before another,
and to do-nothing by partiality. See 1 Tim.
v. 17, 21. But the Mission Boards exclude
all from a participation in the benefits of their
funds, who do not come under. théir direction,
and own their authority, however regularly
they may have been set apart according to
gospel order to the work of the ministry, and
however zealously they may be labouring to

ries and agents, so scour every hole and cor-

ner, to scrape up money for their funds, that .

the people think they have nothing lefi to give
to-a preacher who may come among them,

alone upon the authority of Christ, and by the

And
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fellowship of the Church. Formerly, not
only did preachers generally fegtl themselves
bound to devote a part of their time to travel-
ling and preaching among the destitute, but
the people also, among whom they came dis-
pensing the word of life, felt themselvgs bound
‘to contribute something to meet their expen-
ces. These were the days when  chiistian
affections flowed freely. Then the hearts of
the preachers flowed out towards the people,
and the affections of the people were mani-
fosted towards the preachers who visited them.
There was then more preaching of the gos-
pel among the people at large, according to
the number of Baptists, than has sver been
since the rage of missions commenced.—
How different are things now- from what they
were in those by-gone days. Now generally
speaking, persons who arc novices in the gos-
pel, however learned they may profess.to be
in the sciences, have taken the field in the
place of those, who having been taught in the
school of Christ, were capacitated to admin-
ister consolation to Glod's afflicted people.—
The missionary, instead of going into such
neighbourhoods as Chris’s ministers used to
visit, where they would be most likely to have
an opportunity of administering food to the
poor of the flock, secks the more populous vil-
lages and.towns, where he can attract the
most attention, and do the most to promote
the cause of missions and other popular insti-
tutiens. His leading motive, judging from
his movements is, 1ot love to souls, hut love
of fame; hence his anxiety to have something
to publish of what he has done, and hence his
‘anxiety to comstitute churches, even taking
disaffected, disorderly, and as has been the
case, excluded persons to form a church, in
the absence of better materials. And the peo-
ple instead of glowing with the affection for
the preacher as such, feel burdened with the
whole system of modern mendicancy, but
have not resolution to shake off their oppress-
ion, because it is represented so deisticel to
withhold and so popular to give.

Brethren, we cheerfully acknowledge that
therée have been some honourable exceptions
to the character we have here drawn of the
modern missionary, and some sociéties have
existed under the name of Mission Societies,
which were in some important points excep-
tions from the above drawn sketch. But on
a general scale, we believe we have given a
correct view of the mission plans and opera-
tions, and of the effects which have resulted
from them, and our hearts really sicken at

this state of things. ¥ows can we thercfore

forbear to express our disapprobation of the
system that has produced it?

Colleges and Theological Schools, next -

claim our attention. In speaking of Colleges,
we wish to be distinctly understood, t}}at it 18
not to Colleges,” or collegial education, as

such, that we have any objection. We would -

cheerfully afford our own children such an
education, did circumstances warrant the
measure, But we object, in the first place,
to sectarian Colleges, as such. The idea of
a Baptist College and of a Presbyterian Col-
lege, &c. necessarily implies that our distinct
views of church government, of gospel doc-
trine, and gospel ordinances; are connected
with human sciences, a principle which -we
cannot admit ; for. we believe the kingdom of
Christ, to be altogether a kingdom, not of this
world. In the second place, we object to the

notion of attaching professorships of divinify
to colleges; because this evidently implics’.

that the revelation which CGod has made of
himself is a human science, on a footing with
mathematics, philosophy, law, &c. which is
contrary to the general tenour of révelation,
and indeed to the very ilea itself of a reve-
lation. We, perhaps, need not add; that we
have, for the same reasons, strong objections
to celleges conferring the degree of doctor

of divinity, and to preachers receiving: its—- "

Thirdly. We decidedly object to persons, af-
ter professing’ to have been called of the Liord

to preach his gospel, going to a collegé or

academy to fit themselves for that service.—
1st. Because we believe that Christ possesses

perfect knowledge of his own purposes, and -
of the proper instruments by which to ac-.

complish them. If he Kas occasion for 2 man
of science, He having power over all flesh
will so order it that the individual shall ob-
tain the requisite learning before he calls
himto his service, as was the case with Saul

of Tarsus, and others since; and thus avoid,.

subjecting himself to the imputation of weak-
ness. Ior should Christ call a person to la-

bour in the gospel field, who was unqualified -

for the worlk assigired him, it would manifest
him to be deficient in knowledge relative to
the proper instruments to employ, or defective
in' power to provide them. 2d.” Because we
helieve that the Lord calls no man to preach
his gospel, till he has made him experimen-
tally acquainted with that gospel, and endovs-
ed him with the proper measure of gifis suit-
ing the.-field he ‘designs Tim_ to. occupy:
And the person giving himself up:in’ obedi-
ence to the'voice of Christ, will find himself
learning in. Christ’s own school. But when'
a' person professedly called of Christ to the
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gospel ministry, concludes that, in order 10 be

“ml he must first go and OLram an aca-
demical education ; he must Jjudge that hu-
man science is of more 1mp01tancp in the
ministry, than that knowledge and those gifts
which Christ imparts to his servaots. ‘

T'o act
consisten tly then with his ovwn ],uacmk% he
will place his chief dépendence for usefulness

on his scientifie knowlcd'rc and aim mostly to
display this in his prowcbmcr 'his person,
theroxoro will pursue a very differe 1t course
in his p rcfwhm(r from that marked out by the
great apostle to the gentiles, who deic 1
1o know lwlhmo among the peupk‘, sare
Christ and him crucified. _
As to Theological Scheols, we shall at
. present’ content cursclves with s that
they are d voflection upon the Githfulness of
t‘le Holy Ghost, who is engaged accor: M.mg to
the pI")‘n}SC of the Creat Head of the chure
to lead the disciples into all trath]
xvi, 13, Also, that in every
school at Alexandr a, (lo\‘\'h to

SO5USE

Soo

Gf thl: we could Dma
did the limits of cur
sortion.
Wenow the Jast
think it necossary particularly w n
I'o( ax- ér pr ou“af‘tul meetings,  Before
stating our obje 3 to these, ho
would ob we
pic Worthy to Leimital
sat of e r'.lc:f:)g every op‘ﬁcr’u,nty,
“tent lywiihl i : e
wherever th
na Jew'ss yu
in a christian 3
“week, and t;ﬂ m:h(‘l ‘8l ;
season and oul of seak adb de-
cept.  Therefore, whenever cv‘cumst’anws
c1|1 a congregation together from day to day,
as at 'an association cor the like, we would
embrace the o};poumxy of preaching the
gospel to them from time to time, 50 ofien as

iRe

pass

days

s2rve t "Jf

consic

12
Cuge

b

they shall come together. But to the prin-
ciples and plans of pro":'cfe’? meetings d.iS-

~tinguishingly so called, we do decidedly ob-
ject.  The principle of these mectings, we
“cannot fe]lo‘v»hlp Regeneration, we helieve,
is &.c)uswcly the work of the Holy Ghost,
performed by his divine power, at his. own>
sovereign pleasure, according to the provi-
sions ofthe everlasting covenant, Bul these
meetings are got uy, ‘cither for the puIpose
of inducing the t{o‘x Spirit tr) cnerate
multittdes, who would ot} erwise not be con-
-verted, or to convert them thems N
machinery of thess meetings,

-

x‘*lt‘\OL‘t o:\cmamo (wmm

b ring ﬂlem into their churches by means of
c;tmo their animal feelings, wnhmt any
“?‘"“rd to their being born again. Which-
ever of these may be commlo] ed the true
ground upon which these meetings are found-
cd weare at & Josstoknow how any person
who 1 has known what ii is to be born again,
can countenance them.

The plans of these meetings a r\, equally as
ob]ecuonable For in the fir bf place, all doc-
trinal preaching, ov in cther words, all illus-
trations of God's pl an‘o[ salvation is excluded
1101['\,;:5"(1 from these meetings. Ilence
they would make belisvers. of their converts,
without -presenting any fized truths to their
minds, to beliave.  Whereas God has chosen
his e’m/ 0 salvation, through sanctification
of l/’zva spirid, and [zcli of n[ the TRUTH. 2
Thess. i

)

fix standards,
repentance and desire of sal ,ticm, which the
word of God no where w rrants; such as
© off their seats; coraing ‘0' anxious
a2 certain plac.‘, &c
ment has givenusa
y we have no right to de-
toviz that of /uz.u,‘.g ing forih fruits meet
ey cnla‘m
Thar d]

ide of pcrson

““V lead the people to (]"per"

01 1¥ cdiam sother than the ’Uor Uesus Chiist,
. .
tain peace for them, Ly off

for them with Go'l o

JLoY
es ac kno“kdne but me

m (aod a,al one-J

cme may bc Ten

,mctcd mectin “°
propriety be held,

lv 13 €‘ﬂf“’l" whether
as such; may not with
vmn,é tuLy be held
al preaching, or in-
troducing any of these new PL,.HS‘ However
others m'WJUfIOC and act, we cannot approve
of such meetings for the f(, lo Wilg Ieasons.
Because. by appointing and holding a
protr autud meeting as such, although we may
not carry it to tnc same excesses, to which
others do, yet asmost peov‘le will make no
distinction between it, and those meetings,
where all the borrowed machinery, from Me-
thodist camp-meetings is int "oducul we shall
generally be considered as countenancing
those meetings.

2d. Because the moiivc‘s we could have
for conformii wstom of holding these
newly Invente gs, are such - as we
think cannot bear the test.  For we must be

induced thus to conform to the reigning cus-
tora, cither in order to shun the v oproach gen-
erally attached to those who will not conimm
to what is Pe , OF f0 1Ty the esperiment

lay
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whether our holding a four days meeting
wiil not induce the Foly Ghost to produce a

revival amoeng us, commensurate with the

strange fire enkindled by others; or else we
must be led to this plan, from having imhbibed
the notion that the Holy Ghost is, someho“.r,
so the creature of human feelings, that he is
led to regenerate persons, by, our getting
their animal feelings excited; and therefore,
that in the same proportion, as we can by any
measure, get the feelings of the people arous-
ed, there will be a revival of religion. - This
latter motive  can scarcely be supposed to
have place with any who would not go the
whole length of every popular measure.—
But Ist. We'do not believe it becoming a fol-
lower of Jesus, to seel an exemption from re-
proach by conforming to the schemes of men.
2d. We believe the Tely Ghost to be too sa-
cred a being to-be trifled with, by trying ex-
periments upon kim, And 3d. "We believe
the Holy Ghost to be God.  We would as
soon expect thiat the Father would be induced
to predestinate persons fo the adoption of chil-
" dren, by their feelings being excited, and the
Bon be induced to redeem them, as that thé
Holy Ghost would be thus induced to guicken
them. These three are one, The purpose
of the Father, the redemption of the Son, and
the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost,
must run in perfect accordance, and commen-
surate, one with the other.

Brethren, 'we¢ have thus laid before you
some of our objections to the popular schemes
in religion, and the reasons why we cannot
fellowship them. Ponder these things well.
Weigh them in the ballances of the sanctua-
ry; and then say if they are not such as jus-
Lity us in standing’ aloof from those plans of
men; and those would-be religious societies,
which are bound together, not by the fellow-
ship of the gospel, but by certain money pay-
ments. If you cannot for yourselves meet
the reproach by separating yourselves from
those things which the word of God does not
warrant, sill allow us the privilege to obey
Glod vather than man. )

There is, brethren, one radical difference
between us and those wlhio advecate these va-
- ¥lous institutions which we have noticed, to
which we wish to call your attention. It is
this: they declare the gospel to he a system
of means; these means it appears they be-
lieve to be of human contrivance; and they
actaccordingly.  But we believe the gospel.
Hispensation to embrace a system of faith and
obedience, and we would act according -to’
our belief, - We helieve for instance that the
seasons of decloe 0, of darkness, of perse-

cutions, &e. to which the church of Christ
is at times subject, arc designed by the
wise Disposer of all events—not for calling
forth the inventive geniuses of men to remove
the difficulties; but for trying the faith of
Glod’s people in his wisdom, power, and faith-

fore, would ‘we repose our trust, and wait his
hour of deliverance, rather than rely upon an
arm of flesh. Avre we called to the ministry,
although we may feel our own insufficienc

for the work, as sensibly as do others; yet

marked out, believing that God is able to ac-
complish his purposes by such instruments as
he chooses ; that he kath chosen the foolish
things of the world 1o confound the wise, and
the wesk things of the world 1o confound the
things that are mughty ; ond base things, &e.
hath God chosen, that no flesh should glory in
kis presemce.  Though we ay not enjoy the

Jesus under our ministry, yet instead of gos

ing in to Hagar, to accomplish the promises:
of God or of resorting to any of the contri- .

vauces of men to malke up the deficiency, we
would still be content to preach the word, and
would be instant in season and out of season 3

knowing it has pleased God, not by the wis- -

dom of men, but by the foolishness of preach-

ing to save them that believe.  And that his.

word will not refurn unto him void, but 44
shall accomplish that which he please, and
prosper in the thing whereunto he send if.—
Faith in Cod, instead of leading us to con-
trive ways to" help him ‘accomplish his pur.
poses, leads us’ to enquire what he hath e~
quired at our hawnds, and to be satisfied with
doing that as we find -it pointed out in hiy
word; for we know that his purposes shall
stand,"and he will do 61l his pleasure.” Fesus
says, ye believe in God, believe alss in -me.
Y e believe in the power of .God to accom-
plish his purposes, however contrary things
may appear to work to your expectations,. So-
believe in my power to accemplish the great
work of saving my people. In a word, as
e dispensation of Ced by the hand of Mo-
ses, in bringing Isvael out of Egypt and lead-
ing them through the wilderness, was from
ﬁ:af to last caleulated o try Isracl's faith in
l(':odfmsg is t‘ﬂe d*}sfp,{—;_r” ion of God by his
son, 1n bringing his sp

people to Himself,

-

1 . : A ey c
There being, then, this radica) diflerence

between us and the ratrons of these modern
institutions, the question which has long sinee
been put forth, presents jieelf afresh for. our.

consideration in a}}

fulness, to sustain his church., On Him theres

we would go forward in the path of duty .

satistaction of seeing multitudes flocking to -

ritual Isvael tohe s

“Can twa
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walk together except they be agreed ?” We
believe that many who love our Lord Jesus
Christ, are epgaged in promdting those in-
stitutions which they .acknowledge to be of
modern origin; and they are promoting them
too as religious institutions ; whereas if they
would reflect a little on the origin and nature
of the cl_n‘istian religion, they must be, like
us, convinced that this religion must remain
unchangeably the same at this day, as we find
it delivered in the New Testament. Hence
that any thing, however highly. esteemed it
may be among men, which is not found in
the New Testament, has no just claim to be
ackriowledged as belonging to the religion ox
the religious institutions of Christ.
With all who love our Lord Jesus Christ,
-in truth, and walk according to apostolic tra-
ditions, or gospel order, “we would gladly
meet in church relation. and engage with
_them in the worpship and sevvice of God, as
he himself has ordered them. But if they
~ will persist-in bringing those institutions for
which they can show us no example in the
- New Testament, into the'churches or associa-
-tions, and in making them the order thoreof,
we shall for conscience sake, be compelled
to withdraw from the disorderly walk of such
churches, associations, ot individuals, that
.we may not suffer our names to pass as
sanctioning those things for which we have
_ no fellowship.  And if persons.who would
pass for preachers; will come to us, bringing
the messages of men, &c. a gospel “which
they have learned in the schools instead of
that gospel which Christ himself cornmits:
unto his servants, and which is not learned of
men ; they must not be surprised that we
" cannot- acknowledge them as’ministers of
Christ. ‘
Mow Brethren, addressing ourselves to
you who profess to bs, in principle, Particu-
lar Baptists, of the « Old School,? but who
* are practicing such thingsas you have learn-
ed only from a New School, 1t is for youto
say-—not us, whiether we can longer walk in
union with you. We regret, and so do you,
to see brethren professing the same faith, sers
ving-apart. Butif you will compel us either
to .sanction the tra
“men, as of religious obligation, or to sepa-
' yate from you, the sin lieth at your door., If
you meet us in churches to attend-only to the
arder of. Christ’s house as laid down by him-
self; and in associations, upon the ancient
principles of Baptist Assoclations, 1. e. as an
associating of the thurches for keeping up 2
brotherly correspondence one with another;
that they may strengthen each other in the

itions and inventions of|{

good ways of the Lord; instead of turning
the association into a kind of legislative body,
formed for the purpose of contriving plans to
help along the work of Christ, and for impo-
sing those contrivances as burdens upon the
churches, by resolutions, &c. as is the man-
ner of somie, .we can still go on with you in
peace and fellowship. :

Thus, Brethren, our appeal is before you.
Treat it with contempt if you can despise the
cauge for which we contend, i.e. conformity
to the word of God:  But indulge us, we be-
seech you, so far at least, as at our request to
sit down and carefully count the cost an both

sides; and sec whether this shunning re-

proach by conforming to men’s notion’s will
not in the end be a much more expensive
course, than to meet reproach at once, by
honouring Jesus as your only King, choosing
rather-to suffer afflsction with the people of
Glod, than to enjoy the pleasuies of sin for
season. -And rebellion, you know, is as the
sin of witcheraft.

May the Lord lead you to judge and act
upon this subject as you will wish you had

‘done when you come to see the whole mass

of human inventions in connexion with the
Man of Sin, driven away like the chaff of
ihe summer threshing floor, and that stone
which was cut out without hands alone filling
the earth.. We subscribe ourselves youx ser-,
vants for J esus’ sake, : .

. We acknowledge, with pleasure, the re-
ception. of an affectionate letter from the
Muskingum Association; expressive of their
warm attachment to the ancient order of the
Baptist church: and also an interesting epis-
tle from our venerable brother, John Leland,
disclaiming any connection with the popular
schemes of the day.

The following resolutions were unanimous-
ly adopted, viz: g

Resolved, That our next meeting be held
with the church of Pleasant Valley, Wash-
ington county, Md., on the Monday after the
third Lord’s day, in May, 18383, at the close

of the business of the Baltimore Association.

- Resolved, That we cordially invite our
ministering and other brethren from all parts
of the United States, who accord with our

-views as expressed in our address, to attend

onr next meeting. Also, that we recominend
our address to the consideration of such Bap-
tist churches as profess to adhere to the an-
cient faith and order of the Particular Bap-
tist, requesting those of them who are dispo-
sed to unite with us in the stand which we
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have taken to ‘give us an expression thereof
by messenger or otherwise. i E
? Resolved, That Br. Henry Moon be our
messenger to the Muskingum Association ;
and that Br. Gilmore write them an- affec-
tionate letter onour behalf. Co
" Resolved, That we consider the receiving
persons’ into Baptist Churches upon any
ground whiatever, short of an evidence- of
their having been Born from above, to be a
subversion of the ancient principles of the
_ Baptist, of the Apostolic example, and of the
declaration of the Master, that his kingdom
is' not of this world.” Therefore we will not

administer baptism to any, without receiving-

for ourselves an evidence of their having ex-
perienced the specified change ; and we be-
seech the churches of our faith and order to
_guard against persons getting inamong them
through the excitement of their animal feel-
ings, with as much caution as they would
watch against receiving persons upon the
ground of their receiving baptism, as rege-
neration. : /
Resolved, - 'That Brother Healy superin-
tend the printing of our Minutes, and that he
be authorised to print 500 copies.
Resolved, That Brethren Samuel Trott,
Newarlk, New-Castle Co. Del. Wm,, Gil-
more, Leesburgh, Loudoun Co. Va., Thomas
Poteet, Golden, Baltimore Co. Md., Edward

- Choat, Golden, - Baltimore Co. Md, Eli}

Scott, Golden, Baltimore Co. Md., J ohn Hea-
ly, Baltimore city, Md,, Thomas Birton,
Strakers Ville, Pa., Gilbert Beebe, New-
Vernon, Orange Co. N. Y., Stephen W.
Woolford, Washington city,” D. C,; Gabriel

‘Conklin, Slate Hill, Orange Co. N. Y, be a}

Committee of Correspondence.
We beg leave to recommend to-the patron-

ag_é of our brethren, a paper published by .

pur brother Gilbert Beebe, entitled * The
Signs of the Times.” .

As some have misunderstood certain ex-
pressions in the latter part of his Prospectus
relative to the populax institutions of the day,
we would say that the views of the Editor
are such as are expressed in the -Address
published by us, o

We desire at the close of our meeting to
aclknowledge the kind hand of Giod, which:
has been manifested in bringing us together,
and permitting us to sit and consult together
- in harmony and fellowship, and for the affec-

tionate manner in which we have been. re-
ceived by our brethren and friends in this vi-
emity. ‘ v o y
After an affectionate address and prayer.

| simple and naked, and

by the Moderator, the meeting was adjourned
to thetime and place above mentioned..
WM. GILMORE, Moderator.

GaBRIEL CONKLIN, Clerk.

Preacking during the Meeting, as follows,
viz: Saturday, 29th, Br/*Edmond J. Rees,
from Heb. xiii. chap., and first clause of 9th
verse.  “Benot carried about by divers and
strange dactyines.” Br.” Barton, from Ma-
thew xvii. 5th. “ While he yet spake,a bright
cloud overshadowed them,” &e. Bir. Conk-
lin, from Isaib, xxxv. 8. “ And an htghway
shall be there, and a way,” &ec. R :

.Lord’s Day.—Br. Healy, from Zechariali,
vi. 12, 13. * Behold the man whose name'is
The Branch, &c. Br. Beebe, from Mathew,
vi. 13, « For thine is the kingdom, and the:
power, and the glory, forever, Amen.”  Br.
Gilmore, from John, %v. 1, 2. *Lam the true
Vine,” &c. Br. Trott, fromm Rev. iii. 22. “He

‘that hathan ear, let him hear what the Spii;uit

saith unfothe Churches - - o :
Preaching every evening during the meeg-
ting in various places. - . y
‘We, the undersigned, do hereunto set our. -
names, as cordially uniting in all the pro- -
ceedings of this Meeting. ' o
Elder JOHN HEALY, ,
“ WM. GILMORE; -~
¢ BEDWARD-CHOAT, =~ .%o
% SAMUEL TROTT, -/ - ]
« THOMAS POTEET, . =
¢ THOMAS BARTON, '~
“. EDWARD J. REES; -~
“ . GILBERT BEEBE, . -
“ GABRIEL CONKLIN, ..
« HENRY MOON, . ..~
¢ WILLIAM WILSON*
To# JAMES B. BOWEN* -
: ABRAHAM COLE, Sen, -+
LEWIS 'R: COLE; .- .
SAMUEL SHAWL, |
LUKE ENSON, o
- SHADRICK BOND,
JOHN ENBSOR,;
RICHARD ENGLISH,
EDWARD NORWOOD,
JOSEPH PERIGOY,
JOSEPH MATTEM.

*Elders (’W_ilson and Bowen, were not pre-
sent at the meeting, but having examined the
Minutes and Address, have @uthorised the
insertior of their names. .

Weigh th so much what men may say, as
what they prove; remembering that truth is
1 needs not invectivete

appare] her comeliness
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+Our subscribers have a right to expect |,

“irom us an apology for the long but unavoi-
dable delay of our paper ; but we assure them
that it has been kept back by circumstances
beyond our control. We have had many
- difficulties to encounter, and many obstacles
0 surmount; but truly we can say, hitherto

_hath the Lor’d helped us, and the very oppo-
.sition of our foes has been overruled for our
_good, We are encouraged to venture on
. ~with the utmost confidence, firmly believing
that the cause for which this paper is deblﬂ‘n—
ed to contend, is the cause of God and truth.
The violent opposition raised against it and
- againstthose who took an interest in its pub-
‘lication, even while it remained in embryo,is
but too plain an indication of the importance
and necessity of its going on.” Our corres-
‘pondence with distant brethren of the. Old
. _:8chool, ‘assures us that it will be sustained,
' tanding the gratuitous attacks made
15 by the N. Y. Baptist Repository,
':and the Pt ’ad\,lphxa Christian Index.

e use light and-truth, and to op-
pose whatever exalteth itself above all that is
called God -If we succeed none have
teason to fear but the chlldren of darkmess
-and, falsehood; they may expect to be expo-
sed, to.the broad glare of the trath, © Bus e
that docth, truth cometh 1o the light, that his
. deeds may be made manifest that they Y are
- cwrought in God”  “ Every one that deeth
. evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.”

‘We have made permanent arfangements
for-carrying on the “Signs of the Times,”
and our subseribers may expect their papers
regularly. . Those who wish to pay their
. -subscriptions in advapce, will make their
-remittances to the Editor within four weelks
from the dat® of “this paper, or to any one of
his authorised agents.” Agents are _request-
-ed to send on their remittances, in as large
notes as convenient, and on reputable banks.
Particular care should be taken to menticn

Qur

“{the names and post offlce of these who areto

be eredited.

About eighteen hundred years. ago, &
Baptist Church was constituted at Jerusa-
lem, under the immediate superintendence of
our Lord Jesus Christ; who according to an-
cient prediction was bora of a Virgin, and

‘came into the world to preside as head over

all thmgs to his church, which is his body
and the fullness of him who filleth all in all.

‘Having manifested himself as the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,
and the only foundation upon which his
church could rest securely, he claimed the
exclusive privilege of building and of go-
verning his church in his own way. His
language is, “ Upon- this Rock will 1 build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.”

After the similitude of ¢ A stone cut out of
the mountain without hands,’ the God of

heaven set up a kingdom which shall never -

be destroyed, nor left to other people; hut
bearing down all opposition, it shall stand
forever.
upon - his holy hill Zion, and to his son he
said, “ Thy Throne O God,is forever and
ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the scep-
tre of thy kingdom:” and then in an audible
voice from the third heavens made proclama-
tion, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased ; hearye him.” At an ear-
ly period in the reign ofthe Glorious Messi-
ah, his authority was questioned by the High
Priests, Scribes and Pharisees. *Tell us,
(said they,) by what authority doest thou
these things, and who gave this authority 2"

The subjects of King Jesus were chosen
in a'furnace of aﬁ’hctmn and advised that in

the world they would have tribulation, but in

Christ they should have peace.

Tracing the history of the chureh, from
the morning of her visible existence, we find
her constantly ‘beset with enemies; present:
ing to our view the antxtype of the barning
bush which Moses saw in the wilderness.—
She has been constantly enveloped with
the ﬂames of persecution, yet, to the astonish-"

The Eternal Father sat his King -

|
i
|
|
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ment of all her cruel foes, she is not consu-
med. - We behold her King taken; and led
like a lamb to_the slaughter, after bearing
the reproaches of ungodly men for about
thirty years, during which time he was a
man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief—
He was scourged and crowned with thorns,
and to finish the horrid picture, was nailed to
the fatal cross, and between two thieves on
Calvary, crucified and slain—~not by the
open and avowed enemies of God and man,
but by the most learned and popular denomi-
nation of professors of religion on the earth-—
not by an' “inert or anti-effort class,”’ but by
those who had a zeal for God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge; by men whose-religion
was a science, whose ministry was learned,
and whose titles were honorary. We cannot
do justiceto our subject and stop here. No,
the cry of slaughtered thousands who were
put to death for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held, ring in our ears
—who from  under the altar cry with a
loud voice, “ How long, O Lord, holy, holy
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our
blood -on them that dwell on the earth.”’—

- These things have been done in the green

tree; and they will be repeated in the dry;
They have called the master of the house
Belzebub, and they will much more call

- them of his housechold so.

We know there are many in our day cry-
ing peace, peace, and so there were in those
times of bitter persecutien above mentioned.
'The present is a time when men will not en-
dure sound doctrine ; but afier their own lusts,
they are heaping to themselves teachers hav-
ing itching ears. Popular creeds are sub-

‘stituted in the place of the faith once deliver-

ed to the saints-—the commandments of men;
tnstead of the gospel of Jesus Christ-—human
inventions take the place of divine ordinan-
ces—the work of the Holy. Ghost, in gather-
ing in and regenerating the Elect of God su-
perceded by human contrivances. The Holy
Seriptures. are made an article of religious
speculation; repenterice towards God, and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, are dispensed
with, for a mere excitement of the natural

ssions, and the peculiar virtues of an anx-
1ous scat. Four days, or protracted meet-
ings, got up by man, are received as seasons

 of Penticost, while the amount of money gi-

ven in aid of the inventions.of man, is made-
the standard of orthodoxy and the stepping
stone to power. Instead of a strict adherance
to.the command of Zion’s King, “Render
unto Cesar the things that'are Cwsat’s, and

unto God the things that are God’s,” a pro-

fession of religion has become an indispen-
sable qualification for civil magistracy. In-

short, by a- general amalgamation of the

church and the world, by the onward march
of Priest-craft; the cloud of persecution is
gathering fast, and the impending storm is

‘almost ready to burst with sevenfold fury
‘upon this-unhappy land, and stain the Ame-

rican seil with the blood of-all such as will

not worship the beast nor receive his mark.

Candid reader we appeal to you—are these
things so, or are we deluded? Would to.
God we were; but alas! awful realities stare
us in the face. Ye can discern the face of
the sky, and can. ye not discern the signs. of.
the times 2 ’ ' =

‘We do not flatter ourselves that this little.

sheet will be able to shut the flood-gates. of
delusion ;. for the man of sin must and will-
‘e revealed, whom the Lord will cohsume by
the spirit of his moiuth, and by the brightness
of his coming: - But we feel it to be our ‘duty
to “ Blow the trumpet in Zion,” and to sound
an alarm on God's holy mountain, and ex-
hort our brethren, and so much the mere as-
we see the day approaching. U
-In condueting this paper we expect to

draw down upon ourselves the indignation .
We shall be:’

and wrath of those we oppose.
greatly disappointed if - they do notload us,

with reproaches and hard names, but it wilt "

be to us a privilege rather than & trial, to

follow our beloved Lord through evil‘as well

as through good report.. 'Our prayer.to God
is, that we may be governed by the same
spirit which beautified and adorned the life
and conversation of our Lord Jesus Chyist in
the days of his flesh, that wh eshall be:
revi}ec{we-may not revile ags el

“ There. is @ generation,.
their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up.”
: i - Sovroxon..-
-In locking over the scientific eclumns of
that master-piece of scholarship, the N. Y.
Baptist Repository, we were greeted with
the following feast of intellect, and flow of

soul, contained in'the subjoined eloquent ex- -~

tracts, which for talent, generous feeling,
good humor and modesty, axe well worthy of
their distinguished author. .
“ Anti-MisstoNarY ConvenTioN.—The '
Editor of the Baptist Weekly Journal, wish-
es fqr information reéspecting a certain con-
vention to be held in Baltimore or vicinity,
during the ensuing autumn. We would re-

o fow lofty a‘fé k



. convention.
~ vhole story, Br. Evans must wait until £1d.

accession to -our subscription list.
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fer-him to the conductors of ¥ The World as
it is,” recollecting; that not long’ since, they
published: a circular from a set of hickory
baptists in the region of Baltimore about a
And if the World can't tell the

Gilbert Beebe of the Warwick association,
N:2J, commences his anti-gospel publication.
Then we presume the whole will ‘be told.—
We presume there will be a choice ‘set col-

“letted from the Kehukee, -the [Pig River,
‘the Warwick, the Miamis, and a score.of

other such like concerns; to tell us what the

“uyrorld of particular baptists should be;” and

what they should not be. ” What a misfor-

- tune, that the baptists have been so long
‘without the advice of such a knot of* wise-

acresto keep them from heresy and ruin!”
~.In the gbove mammoth production Mr.

~ Crosby has introduced a few New School

terms such as * Hickory Baptist, Anti-gospel

p\ibl.ic;:itiqn,”/ &c. which, were our literary
~talents equal to the task, we would gladly

translate for the edification of our readers. If

 the Editor of the Baptist Repository will be

50 kind. as to inform such a “knot of wise-
@cres’ - what he has found in ous publication

- ‘that is not in accordance with the gospel of
Jesus Christ, he will confer a favor.
- we have a right to expect, but this he has

This

not done. Ina subseqtient number of the

< Repository, urder the head of “ A Sure

gn,” he has furnished s with another rare

:"pr‘bdﬁc'tio‘n, for ‘which * we, feel ourselves
greatly obliged. The next time he has oc-
- casion-to speak of our “ little sheet,” we hope

he will publish positively, as well as nega-
tively, what this paper is pledged to support;
and if he will just mention the terms, &e.
‘and continue the publication a” few weeks,
his kindness will be gratefully received, and

. thankfully acknowledged, and by that mea-

sure we shall be favored with considerable
Many
“who-ate about discontinuing their support to
the Repository will follow the example of
others who have already stopped that paper,
‘and signed for our little sheet.”,'The follow-

- lnig is the article above alluded to:

- #A Sunk Sien.—A specimen number of
a ‘}'ie‘ribdiéal to be edited by E]d_er Gilbel’t

- Beebe, of th¢ Warwick Association, has just’

‘reached us by the politeness of a friend ; and
and we only mention it as an incentive to the
supporters of the Redeemer’s catise on earth,
that they be hot weary in well doing. We
have in our midst men whorh we should pity,
‘and save, pulling them out of the fire if pos-
sible. : S

T'he principles avowed by this it¢le paper
are as follows: - Opposition to Bible, Tract,
and Missionary Societies; Sabbath School
Unions; arid Theological Seminaries, against
these we wage war.”’ o ) :

- We had thought that the age of revelation
had gone by ; but they say that Col. Rd. M.
Johnson, an unbeliever, a man who pretends
to no religion has revealed their faith, - We
are satisfied to take ours from thebible. Ed-
itors are very apt to make mistakes, but it is
not often that we discover so much ignorance
of plain English as this paper exhibits. We
notice in two or threeminutes reading, not
less than half a dozen words misspelt, seve-
ral gross ungrammatical séntences and some
wrong punctuations. -However, we suppose
what 1s wanting in talent will be made up in
zeal”! ‘

It is not expedient for us at this time to

norance, or want of talents, as our paper will
of course show for itself 'We make no high-
sounding pretensions.

few smooth stones, a shepherd’s bag, and an
old fashioned sling, and' our confidence is in
the Lord God of the armies of Israel. We
are not daunted by the appearance of the
man who has attacked us, although his sta-
ture may be six cubits and ‘a span, and the
staff of his spear like a weaver'sbeam. There
were indeed a few typographical errors in
our specimen number, which escaped our
notice until it was too late to correct them.
In fature we will be more careful.

It is true, we said in our Prospectus, that
the Hon. Rd. M. Johnson, on & subject in-
volving political as well as religious conside-
rations, had revealed our faith ; and we could
wish that it was equally true, that the con-
ductors of the Repository were satisfied with
the faith of the Bible. In charging that il-
tustrious individual with “infidelity, or un-
belief, simply because he makesno profession
of religion, Mr. Croshy does not stand alone ;
he will be sustained by a numerous Church
and State ‘party in politics. If after all the
calumny and abuse which has been heaped

defend ourselves against the charges of ig-

We .claim to be'in -
possession of no mote than simply a staff; a
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upon that enlightened. statesman, -we could
find as' much karmony between the Reposi-
tory andthe Bible as there is between the
Report alluded to and the faith of the Gospel,
we would rejoice. But in conclusion we
say, that we'shall go on, and as far as we are

- enabled, we shall ferret out the hidden things
of dishonesty ; and if our opponents can find
nothing in our course more reprehensible
than want: of talents, we shall ¢ thank God
andtake courage.”

Weknow there are some men sufficiently
vain te be puffed up with a little smattering
of schoolastic "divinity. A very striking in-

~stance of the kind occurred at the Philadel-
phia ‘Association not long since. A certain
rofessional character was greatly displeased
E’eéause a poor blind illiterate-man, from dack
-in the woods, was called on to preach. He
-satd that the people at such a time expected to
be entertained with the most splendid talents,
and ‘as there were such talented men present

‘he thought ‘it was wrong to set such a man

at preaching: he observed that e was wil-
ling to serve them if called upon, But,alas!
his offered kindness was unto them as an idle
tale. Is this plain English, Mr. Crosby.

. From the Christian Index.
. Proposals for another paper, to be publish-
“ed weekly, and to be denmominated * The
Signs of the Times.”—1 see in a Pamphlet
written by a Mr. Trott, and published by a

_ Mr. Beebe, proposals for another Baptist pa- |

per. At first I thought it was not needed,
but on reading over the list of the sentimeuts
+ it is to promulga’e, I became sensible of this,
that if such sentiments are to be propagated,
-a different vehicle from any now in use

- amongst Baptists must be constructed and:

‘brought into requisition for the purpose.. And
although I cannot wish this ‘establishment
success, I am willing that it should be at-
tempted. | S :

*Its utter failure (for fail it must,) will I
hope, be the meaps of doing what our entrea-
ties. and our prayers have heretofore failed to
effect for these men. . Below I transcribe one
of their articles. It is in accordance with
-other things in their proposals. Here it fol-

ows’: ‘

¢ ¢ The Signs of the Times will be decided-
ly opposed to -Bible, Tract, and Missionary
Societies, Theological Seminaries, Sabbath

. Sehool Unions, &c. &c., waging war with the
. Mother, ' Arminianism, . and her entire brood
-of institutions’ I suppose the Bible Institu-
", tien, and the “Bible itsclf .would be the. pro-

 promise is, “ask and ye shall receive,” &ec.

soon buckle on their armor. 7. €. T Has

‘a rule which the Apostle declares. holy, just,

tained, as righteously discharged, cleared:and

geny of Arminianism, in the hands of those
sons of Solomon, T. C. 17
. REMARKS. ) .
Our friend 'T. C. T has, it appeats, pray-
ed and received not—perhaps he has asked
amiss. We think he would do well to look
a little to that matter; the prayers which are
indited by the Holy-Spirit, do not fail ; the

It appears our Declaration of War, with
the Mother ‘Arminianism, has brought forth
into the field scme of her devoted sons. The

Repository and the Index have sounded the
alarm, and we expect. her whole family will

predicted the certain failure of our paper,
and exults in the prospect of great things -
which are to result from its downfall. ~ Butif
his predictions should happen to be as. una-
vailing as his prayers, who knows but what
our paper may yet go on? We doubt nog
there will be a union of effort to put it down,
but we dread not the contest, we ask nét.for
quarters. = Truth never begs, never fears, « 7
never shuns the light. She is mighty,and .
must ‘and will triumph most gloriously,, = ..

JESUS CHRIST SET FORTH.

From ihe (Philadelphia) World. -

JUSTIFICATION! . |

The justification of a sinner at the bar ofa

ize holy” God, is asubject of vast impor-

2 to mankind. * In it we behold the most

illustrious display of the infinite perfections’

of Deity ; all made to harmonize in theriches -~ =

of his grace bestowed on the chief of sinners:

That God might be just, and the justifier of

him that believeth in Jesus, is theinarrow:of

the gaspel; and, when clearly opened by the

Holy Spirit to the view and apprebension of

a sinner, presents a subject of iminense mag-

nitude. - We shall inquire,

1. Into the nature of Justification.—The
word in the New Testament ‘which we trans- -
late’ justify, is derived from a Greek term -
signifying right, or just} and, in rélation to- |
persens, meansonc that'is just, conformed to-
the rules of justice, without any deficiency. |

Justification isa forensic orlegalterm, having
relation to a certain rule or law, and signifies
to stand blameless with respect to that rule
or law. Now, thelaw of God is that tule;

and good, Rom. vir. Andto be justified be-
fore God, is, to be viewed, declared and sus-.
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acquitted of all crime, charge or fault, in the
eye of the said law. Justification is the op-
posite of condemnation.~—See Matth. xii. 37.
Deut. xxv. 1. Justification does not design
the making one holy, but to account him so.
_ Thus, in the glorious plan of salvation_thro’
the riches of abounding grace, the polluted
sinner is viewed, declared and sustained by
~ God himself, the righteous Lawgiver and
Judge, as fully discharged from all penal de-
mands of the holy, law-—acquitted from all
condemntaion—withot spot and blameless.
9. What is it that justifies the sinner I—
‘Burely not-what some would. call his good
desires, resolutions, or works. ’ These, carri-
ed to the highest degree of human excellence,
can never attain to any thing more than
i works of the law'’ and by these no flesh
~ can be justified. - But sinners are justified
froely by his (God’s) grace, throngh the re-
demption that Is in Christ Jesus, Rom, iil. 24.
“Therefore, as by the offence of one (Adam)
judgment came upon all mento condemna-
lion; even so by ‘the righteousness of one
*(Christ) the free gift came upon all men unto
“justification. For as by the disobedience of
one. {Adam) maay (all his seed) were made
{oF-constifuted) stoners, so by the obedichec
sof one (Christ) shall many (all his seed) be
made (ot constituted) rightecus, Rom. v. 18,
“19. Tt is, then, by the obedicnce of Christ
tmputed, made over, or placed to the account
of the sinner, in law and justice, that he be-
comes our justification. 'This isa righteous-
rovided by -the frec and sovereign
Grod, and so is said to be without the
In the view of this-glori-
1 rine, we may unite with Isaiah,and
exclaitn, ¢ Surely he hath borne our griefs,
idieirried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
“him-stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.~—
Buthe was wounded for our transgressions,
‘he was bruised for our iniquities : thie chas-
tisetnent of our peace was upon him ; and
with his stripes we arc healed. All we, like
sheep have gone astray ; we have tarned
" every one to his own way ; and the Lord
- hath Faid on him the iniquity of us all,”’ Isaiah
liii, 4+6. Ylere, as in a glass, behold the

" not pass the lips of his-only begotten, nor the

“avenging sword be prevented {rom piercing
his heart, though hewas the darling of his
Father's bosom. This is commanded to
gwalke and smite: that he most drink, even
all the dregs. - v _ .

. 3. Much is saidin eur day-of the cor:.di‘

-glory of divine justice; when even the Son of
Grod stands as surety, the cup of wrath could)

as appears to us,a something performed by
the sinner hefore Giod, to render himself ac-
cepted, or to-bring him into such a frame and
state as to enable him to pagticipate in the
blessings of eternal life.

Such devices of men are at wax with the
glorious gospel of the blessed Ged. Every
one of Adam’s race are, in regard to their
condition, either ‘godly or ungodly, in the
scripture acceptation of the term: there can
be, in our judgment, no. medium between
these two. - Now Giod justifies the ungodly
not for his conditions performed ; for the bles:
sing is expresslv declared to be “to him that
worketh not)” Rom. iv. 5. The ungodly
thus justified are, in God's own appointed

time and way, manifested as belonging to a

class denominated in scripture * the godly.”
"This is said to be by fuith, Rom. v.. 1, as that
is ordained the instrument by which the soul
apprehends this glorious and perfect right-
eousness, in which he is justified from all
things from which he could not be justified
by the law of Moses. Remark: he is justi-
fied by, or through, not for faith. Without
this faith, eternal truth declares, it is impossi-
ble to please God ; consequently, with it God
is pleased. Then, savely, this faith cannot
be wrought in the soul while that soulis in
an unjustified state. ~ This would present to
us o strange phengmenon indeed, of a soul
pleasing God ~while yet in an unjustified
state. In this view of the subject, all condi-
tions of justification are out of the question,
The whole scheme is * freely by his grace’
—aithout the works of the taw.”’

- 4."As'to the date of this great covenant bles-
sing, men have differed mich in opinion, and
sharp controversies have been clicited. Some
contend that it bears date from the fixst pro-
mise, directly after the fallof man ; others fix
it at the resurrection of Christ from the dead;
others date the blessing from the time of a
sinner’s believing ; while others consider this
glorious work as stiil incomplete, and remai-
ning so until the day of judgment:

In our view, it is of very. ancient date, and
immediately joined with the purpose of élec-
tion. Hence, the Apostle says, * Who shdll
lay any thing to the charge of Ged’s elect ? It
is God that Justifies,” Rom. vili. 'The notion
of some; that justification takes place on be-
lieving, and that the elect are not justified be-
fore, is certainly founded in error; for all

when he arose {rom the dead, “ and was rais-
ed again for our justification,” Rom. iv. 25.
In the eternal council; the 8on of God was

‘tiong of justification and shlvation ; meaning
. A 4 . . i

the elect of God wercjustified in Jesus Christ

constituted and sct up the Head and Repre-
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sentative of all the Election of Grace. Their
persons, and all grace- necessary f:or their
complete salvation, were put into his hands,
Eph. i 3, 4. .

Christ was, then, their Jjustifying head, and’
all his members were complete in him. The
eternal purpose of Glod in the decree of elec-
tion, being the absolute and irrevocable elec-
tion of them ; so, the purpose of God, in. that
glorious council, to justify in Christ all- the |
election of grace, is the virtual election of
them; though, as yet, they had no actual ex-
istence, neither of these acts requiring, at the
time, any other existence than a. representa-
tive one in Christ. Notwithstanding the
weighty objections brought against this view
of justification, by its opponents, we have ne-
ver yet seen it confuted; nor do we think it
can be.. The doctrine, as thus declared, can--
not render the actual payment by Christ un-
necessary, or. discharge him from the obli-
gation of bringing in an actual righteousness
at the time appointed. It cannot set aside
Justification by faith. It cannot set aside the
charging of Adam’'s sin on all his posterity.
Nor do we, in thus advocating the truth,
knowingly confound designs with execution;
and that, (as our opponents declare,) we must
be driven to the dilemma of holding eternal
regeneration, and eternal sanctification : be-
vause the matter of our justification before
Ged, is a righteousness wholly without us,
and the whole business is an act of God’s free
grace towards us, accounting and sustaining
us righteous in the estimation and judgment
ofhis Divine mind, throngh the righteousness
of his dearly beloved Son.

" Suppose a sinner now (
faith, to apprehend and res
of Christ for eternal life,
fication for his guilty soul before’ God until
this date ? was there no robe wrought for him
when Christ was raised for our justification ?
U n'doubtedly‘thé/re ‘was ; and that, too, before
time began, as ample
acceptable before Giod, as it is now, or can be
at any future period. It would be well to
- consider how the elect can be chosen in Christ
from the foundation of the world, Eph. 1. 4,
and yet he in him, before God, in a state of
- eondemnation, unrighteous, unapproved, un-’
_Justified,’ although all grace is in him for

them. Query, What grace is that, if there

is no justification 2 The enjoyment of this
covenant blessing in time, constitutes the rich |

1832) brought, by
t on righteousness
was there no justifi-

this.
connect preparation for he
orable discharge of the du
Of such religion, discover
that you ave not ashamed ; but
any ostentation o

A Blaiy,
and full in Christ, as |~

and they are more tha
world; in the abys
like a man diving

1 head the waters 1
ceived, and yet the
man is not
founded wi
is able to

enough to apprehend

joiced in, as complete and glorious. In this®
he stands—Tas access with boldness, and re-
Joices in hope of the glory of God, triumph-
antly exclaiming, “ Who shal] lay any thing
to the charge of God’s elect 2! S
Justification differs from pardon; as pardon
is the non-imputation of sin, justification is
the imputation of righteousness. Thus the
sinner, in the pardoning mercey of God, has
the polluted garments taken away, but, in
justification, the long provided new and best
robe is brought forth; and put.on him. L
Pardon {rees the soul from the punish-
ment of Hell—Justification entitles to heayen
and eternal happiness. o
Justification is a blessin
as the Head of -all t
Pardon passes upon
was justified, not
ed.  Justification
not. ) : :
Justification differs from regeneration.——
This changes our nature ; fhat, our standing
and condition, This gives a relish and de-
sire for heaven; that, a title to the inheri:
tance above. This is wrought in us, by the
Holy Ghost; that, Jor us, by our Lord Jesus .
Christ; to whom be glory, honor, and do-
minion, both now and forever. Amen.
T LK. .~
pirit ‘of true religion
d affability. * It is so:
far - removed from that
gloomy and illiberal superstition that clowds .
the brows, sharpens the temper; dejects the - -
spirits, and teaches men to fit themselves}',..{dr T
another wofld by neglecting the concerns ‘of
. Let your religion, on the contrary,:
aven with an hon-
ties of active 1ifs,
on' every ' ceéasion
avord: making
f it before the world—.

2 passed on Christ,
he election of grace—

the members. . Christ . .
pardoned-—we are pardon-
is by imputation ; pardon is

RerieroN~—The s
breathes gentleress an
cial, kind, cheerful ;

God's mercies are more than we can tell,
nwe can feel, for all the
s of the divine mercies,
i the 'sea, over whose
n insensibly and unper-
welght is vast, and the
pressed with the burden nor con.
th numbers; and no observation
recount, no understanding great’
his infinity.

inhéritance of the christian. The Holy Spi-
tit brings this holy and royal ‘robe mear,
works faith in’ the soul by which the right-

bert Beebe, Mr.

.
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On Saturday the 9441, jyst. by Elder-Gil-

eousness of Christ is seen, vested on, and re-

beth Case, both.of Deey

Jokn Reepes to Miss Eliza-
park, :
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~ PROPOSALS .

For publishing @ semi-monthly paper, called the

~ IGNS OF THE TIMES.

. By an Jssociation of Brethren.
Devoted exclusively to the Baptist cause—
~ maintaining inviolably the following serip-

tural sentiments: . :

~ “1st. The extensive soyvereignty, immuta-
~bility, omnipetence, and ‘eternal perfection of
the "Gireat Jehovah—the revelation “which
Giod has given of himself as Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost.” " These three are one.’-—lst
John v, 8th. - - _
““ad4 The absolute predestination of all

things. :
“3d. Fternal and unconditional election.
_4th. The total depravity and just condem-
nation of fallen man. B
" Bth: That the atonement and redemption
of Jesus Christ are for the elect only.
6th.. The sovereign, irresistable, and (in all
casds) effectual worlk of the Holy Ghost, in
quickeningand regenerating the elect of God.
“rth. T'he final perseverance and eternal
happiness of all the sons of Gad, by grace.
“8th. The resurrection of the dead and
éternal judgment.

[ 1y of baptized believers-——that to
her are given able ministers of the New Tes-
tament—that:the scriptures are the only rule
of faith and practice to the saints of God.
“10th. That there isno connection between
Church and State; and as touching the pro-
positionofa marriage between them, the Flon.
R. M. Johnson, in his report on the Sabbath
Mail question, has amply revealed our iuith.
o The Sigms of the Times' will be decided-
osed to Bible; Tract’ and Missionary
Theological Seminaries, Sabbath

ly oppo
. Societies,

8chool Unions, &c. &c. waging war awith the |

* mother Arminianism,

and her entire brood
of institutions. ‘

TERMS.

« The Signs of the Times’ will e printed
on super-royal paper, each number to contain
sixtgen -octavo pages with double. columns,
and be issued to subscribers at ONE DoLLaRr
per snaum, payable in advance—one dollar

and- twenty-five cents, half yearly; or-one}. '

dollar and fifty cents atthe end of the year.
+ B oAl payments will be considered in
advance, if received within “one month after
the tssuing of the first number:
. AGENTS, .
The following gentlemen are appointed
Agents for the Signs of the Times, and as
such are hereby authorised to receive sub-

the Church of Chﬁ_st is compo-

scriptions, and to collect such.rvnonies as are
or shall be due to this establishment. *
Elder Gabriel Conklin, Brookfield, N Y.

Hez. Petitt, Lezington, - “

«  Levi Streetor, Broon, “

«  David Mead, " Rozbury, %
©o# Wm, Warren, Kingston, .

« James Mead,. Cloves Ville,
Dea. Peter Winchell,  Olive, - “
Hon. James Finch, Finchville,

L. L. Vail, Gloshen, s

8. B. Denton, Newburgh, *
‘Benj. Burt, Warwick, *
. Amos Holuies, Esq. Monticello, * -
Ezra Mosley, Troy,
: Daniel Denton, Esq. Newfield, ¢
Elder ChristopherSuydam,Hopewell, N.J
 David Stout, Lambertsville,”
« - Amos Harding, Wantage,  *“

. Gabriel Van Duzer, Milton, “
Peter Hoyt, Jr. M. Salem, **
George Doland, - Hamburgh, *
Moses Northrop, = Newton, b

. A. Sioughtenburgh, Patterson, . wr
R: R. & G. Dralke, Piscataway, *
Wm. Paterson, =~ Suckasunny, *

Dea.
1]

Eld‘er Thos. Barton, Strikersville, Pa.
“  Hezekiah West, Qrwell, s
¢ James Bowen, * Southampton,*

% Theophilus Harris, Bustléeton, = ¢

o T oK, ‘Philadelphia,”
Henry Rowland,  Asylum, -
Robert Philips, Attleborough,*

Elder Eli Scott,-
'« . Thos. Poteet,

“ - John Healy,

#  Edward Choat,

“ W, Wilson,
" Thomas Ritchie,
B. Dawson,
_ David Uhler,
Elder Wm. Gilmore,

«  Wm. Marvin,

“ - Marquis Monroe, .

« AL B. Goldsmith,

“« N, Atwood,

. 'Wmnm. Beebe,
Elder Samuel Trott,

: Gideon F. Tindall,
A. Y. Murray,,
Silas Hulse,

. Morris Burt,
Flder Samuel Carpenter,

Starford, “

> Baltimore,
Riesterstown,*t
Cubb Hill, - *
Frederick, - %~
Dawsonvills,

- Westminster,*

Winchester, ‘¢
-Dillins' Run,“
Guilford, Con.
Hartford,
Norwich city, *
. Newark,
Wilmington, *

Timochty, Ohio.
Cochocton, -~ ** -
Lancaster, *

« - Chas.-Polkenhorn, Wash. D.C.
Wm.Conllin, NV .
- G Westervelt, - Y. city.

" N. B. Br. Henry Moon, an itinerant prea:
cher of the gospel 1s our travelling Agent in
Ohio, Virginia, and elsewhere, . ' )

- Golden, Md.

. Leesburgh, Va.

"Del. :

Borodino, Mich.
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GILBDERT BEEBE, EDITOR.
whom all Communications must be ad-
* dressed.

To

FOR THE.SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Near Newark, Delaware, Oct. 9, 1832.

Brormer Brrss:—I hereby send you a
copy of Brother Leland’s letter-in reference
« O1d School” Baptists,

it being worthy of a place in the Signs of the
Times: 1 presume {rom ‘some: remarks in
the letter, that;our excellent and aged Broth-
\ have been some othefs, misled,
from’ our adopting the term “ Old -School,”
into the idea that our meeting was principal-
1y designed to promcte our views relative to

-some . systent.- of .scholastic.: dzfi}in‘ityg,——m‘u;h i

pethaps as Gill-ism ; wheress in our use of
ihe term as a distinguishing epithet, ‘we have
exclusive reference to-the school of Churist,
in which his disciples are led into all truth,
not by theoretical lectures, but by,inward ex-
perience ; and instead of . being induced to
‘conform to the plans and order laid down iu
the school, by the idea of thereby ajtaining to
reater eminence, they are constrained from
ove to the Master, not “only to acknowledge.
him as King and Law-giver, but also to be-
lieve that the plans and order taught by him,
are the best that could possibly be devised.
Hence they have no notion of -conform-
ing.to new plans brought in by others.. In
these things, it will be seen by the letter,
Father Leland is with usj—that instead of
_considering new schemes improvenents, he
considers them defection and apostacy: But
the. letter will speak for itself. .
. Yours, &c. 8 TROTT. ~
“ September 7, 1832.

“ Drar BroTHER — When I was young
I felt like enjoining upon others that which I
judged convenient ; but being such a one as
John the aged, 1 can only beseech: Fortwo

|years 1 hiave noticed that it hasvbeen/ the con- :

Stant practice of the young who are rising; to . |
‘shun or destroy what they -esteem’ the errofs [
of their forefathers:.this the young call im- |
provement; but the aged view those changes C
as defection and apostacy: . o |
1 wish to keep ever in mindthat Iam im- -
perfect in judgment, and liable to be misled-— =~
that like other old men, I may be biassed by -
long habits, and prone to shut my -eyes
against good evidence. I would ratherbea
wise child, learning of others, thah anold
and foolish king, or religious bigot, who
will no mote be admonished or instructed. It
is & fact that when for the time Loughttobe
a teacher, I have need to be taught by-oths: .~
ers; but still Tam hot convinced that it would
be .wisdom to pull up stakes and take a:dif-
ferent course for trivial cause & religii
which I have Hoped that 1
who was meek and.lowly in:
that T was guilty as a law-ieseker,-and pol+gd -
luted in all my powers of mind: that if there > -
were conditions in salvation, they must be
performed by Churist, without me and within
me, before I-could work out. my own sglva-
tion. I found myselfas utterly unable Bh
pent, believe, and give my heart to Cod, as to
create a world ; and -after about sixty.years
-experience 1 find myself the -same feeble.
creature. E Coe ’
“The gospel wasmtroduced and spread by
a missionary spirit and piactice; but iissip-
nary societres and missionary: funds have
arisen since that-era. - When I read of the - |
apostles and their labors, I form an idea what |
spirit they had, and in what manner they
labored for the salvation of .souls; and if I
could now see one shade of likeness between
the apostolic mission 'and the modern, it
would esse my mind ; but this T have not yet |
discovered : I 'therefore stand aloof from eve-
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vy link of the chain, “including Sunday
S_chools—TheOlogical Seminaries—Ttact,
Bible and. Missjonary Societies; &c. ~ How
' many good men and good motives are listed
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in the cause I cannot tell; but, 1o me, the na-
tural tendency of t.he_: \yhole, 18 to reduce the
gospel, to school divinity, ang represent the
work of the Holy Unction in the heart, to be
no inore than what men cap perform for
themselves and for others; and also to fill the
ministerial ranks with pharisaical hypocrites.
. And ifthe modern scheme does ot in its
Dprogress, call'in the civil arm’ to enforce its
.dogmas and punish non-conformists, it will
_'be _beiter than my fears. In these things,
however, 1 may be wrong; for I claim nei-
ther infailibility nor the spirit of prophecy.—
May I, may you, may every one pray and
search for himself, and believe, and act, and
follow the clearest light. '

“ That many of the Baptists have departed |

from the faith of those of the last century, is
obvious. Whether the change of sentiment
~hasproduced a :nore pious or a more success-
fal'line of preachers is a question. - Is it not
Pprobable that the preachers who have beliey-
ed that justification was by faith withous the
deeds of the law, have spent too much of their
time in supporting their various dogias, and
too” little in preaching repentance -townrds
- God, “and Jaith towards  our Lord Jesus
. Christ, with the necessity of good works 7—-
" That God works all things according to his
good pleasure, is certain, and that every ra-
tional creature is under law, and must give
an deeount to God for allthings done in the
body, is as certain. But to unite the eter-
nal designs of Glod with the freedom of man’s

will to act, and his accountability for his ac-

tions, has confounded the heathens, Jews and
‘Christians, :

*“ Among us,the schemes of Gill, Fuller and
Westly are resorted wnto to ‘harmonize
‘these two conflicting certainties. If it was
as easy for me to produce a system free from
error, as it is to see weakness and absurdities
in all thosé schemes, I might boast over
them; but this is not the case. Sin has 80
ruined me in all my intellectual and natural

" powers—sunk me into such guilt and pollu-
tion, that no schemes, which human wisdom
could invent, comprehend or develope, would
be sufficient to restore. A plan foundéd in

infinite love, devised by infinite wisdom, and-

executed by infinite power, was necessary for
the recovery of rebellious creatures. Such a
plan the gospel declares: T believe it—1I ye~
Joice in it; ‘but it is my glory that I cannot
comprehend it; forif I'could comprehend it,
I should be afraid to venture my soul upon it.
“ This changeable world seems now to be
in a great ferment, - Mr. Campbell is labor-
‘ing hard to restore theancient arder of things.
. n . .

Many by their Sunday Schools and Missio-
ary exertions are bringing in the milleni-
am.. Mr. Parker is condemning the missio-
nary’ principle, and informs me that ‘five
Baptist associations in Illinois and Indiana
have declared to have no fellowship with the
missionary proceedings.

. The great and wise cannot agree;

Good Ged, what will become of me! .

I am glad that the following words are in
the good old book: “Ye have an unction
from the Holy One, and ye know all things,
and need not that any man teach you, but as
the same annointing teaches you -
JOHN LELAND”

FOR THE S8IGNS OF THE TIMES,
Brotusr Byrer:—As I was taking a
peep a short time sinceat the paper entitled
the “ World as it Is I discovered some
things worthy of being notiged in the Signs
of the Times.” In the W&A};Mf of Oct. 6th, is

an article t+3:en from the Pioneer, of whieh ¥

will give you a partas it there stands :
" ANTI-MISSION BAPTISTS.
“ Persecution—That anti-mission Baptists
“are resolved to persecute, and do persecute,

“those who are active in works of charity, is

“becoming every day more evident. " The
“sooner the line of distinction is drawn, the
“better will it be for religion and the interests
“of the denomination. - !

% Progf—1In a church. in Alabama, at
“ Loun Creek, a member, by name Baker,
“was excluded on the two folloming chaxy-

“ges: Ist, For persisting in keeping a Sab-

“bath School when thie church said not : 2d,
“ For going into the mission system contrary
“to the orders of the chureh. =

“ Remarks—The church said not ! Has
“a church any right to make such lairs over
“its members? - The spirst that dictated the
‘“orders of this church, is precisely’the same
“as that which formerly tortared and burnt
“its victims becduse they “would not do as
“the church said”- - ,

Two other instances are also given as
proofs of this position ; one of & church in

Indiana, the other of a charch'in Ohio, ex. .

cluding persons for Jjeining Temperance So-
cleties.
speak’in such.general teyms concerning the
location of these churches as to prevent an
inquiry into the correctness of his. statement,

I will let this part of his proof pass, and cal] -

the attention of your readers to the quotdtion
made above. : i '

Ist. This mission Baptist says—s e

soumer the line of distinction s drawn, tha

Asthe writer has been careful to -
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better will it be for religion,” &e.  But who
is to draw this line? The mission Baptists,
it seems, only. It is an act of vile persecu-
tion in anti-mission Baptists to attempt to
draw the line, and to seek a separation fror_n
such as adhere to the mission system. 1t1s
1ot persecution, 1. suppose, to .d,eny the anii-
mission Baptists the right of withholding fel-
lowship from such as walk not according to
the word of God 1. : - :
od. The editor remarks— The church
says mot! Has o church any right to make
sueh laws over its members P’ 1 remark,
that all the wickedness with whieh the anti-
mission Baptlsts,.:as such, are charged by
these mission editors, may be traced to these
two heinous crimes ; lst, They will not sub-
mit to laws enacted by churches, .associa-
tions, or any other ecclestastical bodies: 2d,
They will not suffer those laws to be loosed
from them which He whom they delight to
honor as their only proper Lawgiver, has
given them. But, whoever may reproach
them, they do claim the right, as given to
“them of God, both as charches and as indi-
viduals, to judge for themselves. what doc-
trines and what institutions are of God and
~whatare of men ; to adhere to the one and
reject the other ; to fellowship those who, as
they judge, wallk orderly according to the
divine rule, and to withdraw their fellowship
from such as wallke. not according to the ¢7a-
“ditions of the Apostles. From the exercise
of this right they will not.easily be driven by
the cry of persecution, or by persecution. it-
self. e .

- I will notice one instance-insvhich they
have uniformly exercised this right, as a par-
allel one to that for which they are.reproach-
ed by these editors, viz: in relation to bap-

tism. They have judged that immersion

upon a profession of faith was of God, and!

that infant sprinkling was of men. The lat-
ter they have rejected, and withheld church
_fellowship from those who practice it; yea,
have even dared to exclude such as have
persisted in . extending fellowshipte it by
communing with sprinklers; although they
have been uniformly saluted for it, by the
Pwdo-baptists, with the same cry of persecu-
tion that has been reiterated by these mission
Baptist editors. .
_ 1t is possible these gentlemen may doubt
this beg a paralell case to the one they
have denounced as persecution. Iwill there-
fore say to them, that if they will allow it to
be correct in a church to exclude any of its
members for persisting in open communion,
that by the same arguments they would

ihe correctness of the transaction of the Loun-
Creek Church, whieh they have so heavily

denounced. Would they say that baptism is

an institation positively’ appointed by the

King of Zion? T shall have occasion be-

fore I am done with the * World,” to show:
that the ministration of the gospel is-equally:
so. Should they say that sprinkling is a-
manifest departure from the ordinance as
appointed by Christ, I will say and prove:
too, that Sabbath schools and the Missionary
system is as palpable a_departure from the

command as given by Christ to his disciples

to go teach all nations, and as exemplified in
the Acts of the Apostles. * And proving this,

i shall of course prove these two.editors to

have been guilty of the awful wickedness of
placing that discipline which the Lord has

given for the government of his church, ona
footing with that spirit whick tortured. and
burned its victims. Inthe World of Oct. L3,
the editor, Mr. Dennison, upon his own re-
sponsibility, offers some remarks relative to
certain anti-mission brethren, whom it seems.
he has found in the Philadelphia Associa-
tion. After giving a very flattering sketch.
of the proceedings of that Association at its.
late sitting, and of the state of religion in the
churches comprising it, he adds; ** There are
« some things in a few of our churches which
“ are not altogether as they should be.
“g source of regret to us. and to a majoyity
-« of our venerable Association, that a few of
“ our ministering brethren should have ar-
“rayed their influence and efforts against
« some of the charitable institutions of the
“age. The present occasion is seized by us

«few queries, for their prayerful considera--
“ fion.

~ “Brethren: You declare your sincere be~
“lief that Missionary, Bible; Tract, Tempe-
“rance, and Sunday School Societies, with
“their legitimate kindred associations, are
“contrary to the spirit of the word of God.—
“ Now allow us to ask you, under the influ-
“ ence of the most sincere emotions of broth-~
“erly regard, have you any Scripture waz-

« of faith-—for plans of decorum—for a medi-
| “um of record attached to each church ?-—
“ Nay, more; we ask, where is your Bible au-
“ thority for chopsing moderators and clerks?
“where that for singing and praying before
«preaching? where that of partaking of the

“ning posture? where that for omitting to ad-
«ministe? that holy ordinance always in an’

prove the correctness of this, I will prove

Ttis ™

“to present to these good membersof Ziona - .

“rant, as Particular Baptists, for formularies -

«T,0rd’s Supper in a sitting instead of a recli-.

i
i
|
|
|
|
|

L
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“ upper chamber ? where even that for the
« grection of meeting houses, with their cush-
«joned pews and baptisteries 2 Until you
« satisfactorily answer these questions, breth-
«“ren, which are based on those putto all
« Christendom on this subject by the spirit
“ of our religion, and which have begun to-
“ be efficiently answered on the ground of au-
“thorised implication, if not of direct scrip-
“ ture warrant; we for one shall be satisfied
“to go on as we have comimenced, desiring to
“labor with all our might in the droad field
“ of benevolent effort.” o ]

- Mr. Dennison has avoided in these re-
‘marks, that opprobrious language which ap-
pears to be so familiar with his brethren of
the Repository and Pioneer, and which he

can quote, it seems, notwithstanding his “sin- |

cere emotions of brotherly regard” He ap-

pears to be sincere, and therefore ought to

receive a candid answer. It is, however, T

confess, past my powers of mind to-reconcile

his mannér of treating the -subject, with a

sincere and intelligent regard for the word

of God. 'Those brethren whom he addresses,
according to his own statement, “ Declare
their sincere belief that Missionary, Tract,
and the like Societies, are contrary to the
-spirit of the word of God” What is the
course he takes with them to prevail upon
them to engage in these plans? Does he at-
-~ tempt to brirng- to their view any scripture
authority for them? No, he tacitly acknow-
ledges there is none. What is the amount
of ‘his argument, if there is any argument in
his queries ? Itisthis: ** You, brethren, have
already departed in so many instances from
the word of God, that it is now in vain to
seek a conformity to it; you may therefore
as well give yourselvesup to beled altogether
by the impulse of popular opinion.” From
what spirit, Mr. Dennison, did this reasoning
spring ? - Not from the Spirit of God: but
there is another spirit that frequently takes
a similar course with awalened sinners, to
prevail with them to go on in sin.  Consider
this if you please. But what crowns M,
Dennison’s course of contempt for the word
of God as a perfect rule of practice, is his
prefacing his enquiries with a request that
they would consider them prayerfully. What
" kind of prayer does he wish them to offer
while reflecting on the many things they
have done, for which, according to his insin-
wations, they have no authority in the scrip-
tures?  Would he wish them to pray thus:
“#Tord we confess with shame that in these
_things we have treated thy blessed word with
contempt.. in presuming {0 take oyr own vain

imaginations as our guide in what pertains
to thy service. Pardon our sin in this thing,
and enable us by thy grace to be henceforth
more observant of those directions which thou

‘hast been pleased to give us-in the Scrip-

tures, which are sufficient thoroughly to fur-
nish us unto every good work?’ No, this
prayer would not suit Mr. Dennison’s views.
The following isthe kind of prayer he would
approve: “ Lord, as we have been doing so
many things which thou hast not command-
ed in thy word, now give us boldness to neg-
lect thy word as arule of practice just to suit
the times, and to substitute for it the plans of
men.”  Mr. Dennison must pardon me, but
I do not know how otherwise to' understand
him. . .

Buteven admitting that keeping a church
record, and the like enumerated by Mr. Den-
nison, are things for which'we have no scrip-
ture authority, is there any comparison be-
tween them and the institutions which are -
objécted to by the “Old School” or Anti-mis:
sion Baptists, on the ground of their being
inventions of men substituted for plain direc- .-
tions given in God’s word? And is it a fact’
that there is no scripture authority for those
circumstances which are the subject of his
enquiries ? These are twoimportant queries
which must be examined before we can be
convinced by Mr. Dennison’s argument ; as
unanswerable as he appears to consider it.
However, as this communication has already
become lengthy, I must defer any further re-
marks till'another opportunity; and subscribe -

myself, ,
A WALDENSIS.
Valley of Achor, Oct. 24th, 1832.

CIRCULAR.

The Delaware Baptist Association, to the
Churches they Represent.

Berovep ‘Breraren:—Having again
been permitted through the mercy of God,
which endureth forever, to meet in our asso-
clato ielation; and to receive, as tokens of
your mutual fellawship, the epistles sent by
your messengers ; we In turn address you by
Letter, praying that grace and peace may
be muliiplied unto you. .

. As a subject that may be interesting and
profitable unto you, we present for your con-
sideration a view of the relation of gospel
Churches and Ministers, as we believe is re-
vealed in the word of God, the only correct
standard of gospel order. . o

This relation is therein represented as g
household or family relation. The charches,
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as the bride of Christ, are the mistresses of.

their respective families. For although the
term bride is more generally applied to the
collective church, or body of Christ, yet as
each brapch into which the body is divided,
is individually spoken of in the New Testa-
ment as a distinct church, andas an indepen-
dent body is_entrusted with an administra-
tion of the discipline and order of Christ's
house, in its own sphere, (see, for instance,
Paul's direction to the church at Corinth,
concerning the disciplining of its members,
1 Cor. v. 1—138, and 2 Cor. ii. 6—10,) each
branch may be considered as the bride of
Christ, owning him for her Head and Hus-
band, and as the Father of her children.

The gospel ministers, stand to the respec-
tive familics or churches with which they
are severally connected, in the relation of ser-
vants, as the term minister denotes.

The minister of the gospel is primarily
the minister or servant of Christ, being by
him entrusted with the ministry, (see 1 Tim.
i. 12, and Col. iv. 17.) Hence says the Apos-
tle, “ Let a manso account of us, as the mi-
nisters.of Christ, and stewards of the myste-

ries of God.” 1 Cor. iv. 1.~ Being the ser-|-

vants of Christ, they are of course, especially
called by him, and gifted or qualified for the
work assigned -them.” Hence in- all their
ministration they are to be governed by the
New Testament ; it being the law of Christ,
which they are to seek at his mouth, as the
High Priest of our profession. See Mal. ii.
7. To him they must also ultimately ac-
count for the manner in which they have
discharged their stewardship. Vide Lulke
xii. 42—48, and 1. Cor.. iv. 2—5.

But whilst the gospel minister is to act as
the servant of Christ, he is also to consider
himself as a servant of the church of which
heisa member, and which heis appointed to
serve’; and is therefore to act under her di-
rection, in all things committed to her go-
vernment by her and his Lord. And surely
‘the Lord has not appointed . his bride to-be
subject to the servants, as many will haveit,
but his servants to be subject to the church.—
Paul says to the church at Corinth, *“ We
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’
sake. 2 Cor. iv. 5. - .

o the churches it belongs, in administer-
ing the government of their Lord’s house, to
set her servants to work, or in other words, to
call into public service the gifts bestowed
upon them respectively. But in doing this,
as they are so abundantly cautioned by their
Lord to “ beware of false prophets, which come

i sheep's clo\ﬁling, but %w‘ ardly are raving

wolves,” and to “try the spirits,’ &c. it be-
comes them to be very cautious that they set

none to work whom the Lord has not sent
forth into Aes harvest. And to the churches
it belongs to examine the credentials of
those -who would introduce themselves in-
to the family of the Lord’s servants.  They
are to examine the certificate of their ap-
pointment to his service, that is,.the gift im-
parted for the work of the ministry, to wit,
apiness to teach ; -and their experimental call
10 it, and discovering their- Lord's signature,
which is nothing less than an experimental
witness in thelr own breast, that the messages
delivered are from God; then, and not other-
wise, to appoint them to their work, as the
case may require, either to labor as a pastor
in the duties of that office, or as teachers sim-
ply, that is-as preachers not having a pastoral
care. 'The appointmentto be manifested ac-
cording to the pattern given, viz: by prager,
and the laying on the hands of the Elders;
as in the case of setting apart- Paul and Bax-
nabas to the work whereunto the Holy Ghost
had called them. Acts xiii. 1—3. ,

We are aware, brethren, that in the above
remarks we pass by one practice common.in

our Baptist churches; viz: that of licensing:
Upon this point we will propose, ..

preachers.

21

for the candid consideration of our brethren; =

the following queries : 1st. Do we any where” *
in the New Testament, find afiy- pattern or

direction for licensing preachers? 2d. Does
our Lord any where commission any to
preach his gospel, whom he does not com-
mission to baptise? We-lknow that we ought
to “lay hands suddenly om no man’ nor

ought we in any way to send them out into

the world as Christ’s ministers, without a

thorough trial.

But in the case of licensing preachers, this -

caution is not always sufficiently regarded:
Too many churches, in sending. out preach-
ers in this way, act underthe impression that
it is only a licensing of them, and therefore
think it not necessary to have the same full
evidence of the individual's being called of
Christ to this work as in the case of ordina-
tion; as though a person being imposed up-
on the churches and the world as a-gospel

preacher without having the gospel of Christ -

comsnitted, of God, to has trust, was of much
less consequence than his baptising without
being specially calledto do it. Another evil
arising from the plan of licensing, Is, that

that many persons who are fellowshiped by -

their churches, as having been called of
Christ to preach, but whose gifts are not

. B A R T M ! > e :
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great, or who have%ot confidence to crowd
themselves forward, are lefito labor for years
under the difficulty of being allowed to obey
but one part of their Lord’s command. He
says to his ministers, “ Go and, teach all na-
© tions, baptising them,” &ec. but the churches
say to these, “ No, you may go and teach, but
not baptise.”

. Again, gospel ministers, whether pastors
or others, being servants of the church, and
connected with the churches where they se-
verally belong ag' meimbers of the family, are
as much under the watch and care of the
church as are the other members. Conse-
quently if it is the duty of each church, as it
manifestly is; in maintaining the order and
discipline of Christ's house, toknow how its
meimbers attend upon the institutions of the
- gospel; and to call those to an account who
shall be found treating with neglect, or turn-
mng from the gospel and “its ordinances, as
-they professed to receive them ; it is equally
its duty to see that each minister belonging to
the church faithfully discharge the dusiés of
his- station; and not only to krow that he
preaches - Christ's gospel, but also to know
that with fidelity, as providestial circumstan-
ces permit, he exercises the gift committed to
-him in the work of the ministry. Thus Paul
and Barnabas, although speciaily sent forth
.. by the ‘Holy Ghost to a certain work, yet
‘considered it their duty to account to the
church, how they had fulfilled the work as-
‘ssigned to them. Compare Acts xiil. @, with
_xiv. 26 and 7. But how different from this
“is the present state of things among the Bap-
. tist ¢hurches generally. They leave the
preachérs which are among them, other than
the pastors, to roam at large; and if they ab-
stain from immoral conduet, and fiom the
grosser errors, such as Universalism, or
Campbellism, or the like, the churches exer-
cise no6 more -wateh over them, ecither as to
the exercising of their gifts, or 2s to their
doctrine, than over those who are not mem-
bers’ with them. In counsequence of this,
" among those. who profess to have been called
by the Lord, to go and preach his gospel,
even with the urgent direction to let the dead
bury their dead rather than neglect this

work; and whose call their churches have

declared a fellowship for by licensing them,
~we find one engaged in the business of the

world, preaching but seldom; if at all ; anoth-

er is wandering far and wide, probably more
intent fo hunt a settlemeant than to pree{ch the
-gospel ; a third we find in a seminary of
- learning, studying the heathenlish writings of
the ancient Greels and Latipg, to gqualify him

to preach the gospel of Christ; a fourth is’
travelling as an agent of some society, to col-

lect monies, &c.; a fifth has engaged as @

missionary, to some mission board, to be

subject to their direction, to hold himself ac-

countable to them, and to acknowledge his

dependence on them for his reward. Thus

we find him a member of two distinct fami--
lies; one the household of faith, by which he

svas licensed, the other a household of Auman

contrivance. T'o the latter he cleaves, and

owns their government ; the other he despises

as an inefficient institution for spreading the

gospel. We would not have it understood

by these expressions that we are oppesed to

spreading the gospel upon New Testament

principles. Perhaps a sizth may be found

living within the bounds of his church, and

engaged as. far as circumstances permit, in
preaching the gospel to the destitute.

But'to return: the duty of the churches to
watch over the preachers, as such, which are
among them, involvesin it their accountabis,
lity to their Lord, for the employment of those
gifts which he hashestowed upon them. For
the apostle tells us, Eph. iv. 11, 18, that “He,
gave some, Apostles,” that is, evidently, 10
some churches, as in the first age of the gos-
pel.  “And some Pastors and Teachers;’
and they were given for the worlk of the mi-
nistry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
By the body of Christ, in the passage, as ap-
pears from what is said in the following verse,
we are evidently to understand the whole
collective body, of which each church is a
branch, Hence though these gifts are given
to the individnal churches, yet as.they are
designed for the edifying of the whole body,
it becomes the duty of the churches, to see,
according to circumstances, that they ave thus
employed. It is true that as each church
can only act in alirhited sphere, and as each
gift can only be employed in a like sphere,
a church will feel the propriety of requiring
the gifis committed to it, especially in the
pastoral-"office; to be employed for its own
edification, so far as in connexion with the
good of the whole, it is judged proper. Mot
that the labors even of the PPastor should be
wholly confined within the bounds of his
church; much less that the other gifts, in the
office of Feachers, should be thus confined.

We do think, brethren, that the churches
have been too remiss upon this point. They
have of late years acted too much upon the
principle of mine and thine, as though the
pastor was exclusively for the church to

“fhic‘f} he be‘lon ged, and as/tho'.;zgh the indi-
beidual ciurel bad no copeern in the whole
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Body’s being edified. Poorand destitute chur-
ches have been left to shift for themselves as

well as they could.  For that care which the

churchesought to have exercised towards the
Jeeble branches of the body, and towards des-
titute neighbors, human contrivance has been
substituted in the form of Mission Societies;
—whereas let the churches but discharge
their duty towards, and with the gifis entrust-
ed to them, and it will be found that the in-
stitutions of the great Head of the Church
are perfectly adequate to the edifying of
his body, and the accomplishing of his pur-
pose of salvation, without the intervention of
haman wisdom to guide Ais afwirs.

You will perhaps say, that we do not feel

"-able to support more than one preacher, nor
hardly that ; and we should not like to insist
on a man’s leaving his business, and going
from home to preach, without being able to
secure him a compensation for his time, &e.

- How was it, brethren, iu the early ages of the
church?  Oh! but, say some, that was a
day of miracles; and we.cannof now expect
pacachers to-be supported by miracle.  Jesus
has the same power as then, and the promise
that He will be with his ministers 4o the. end
of the world still holds good. But where
have we an instance of the Apostles perform-
ing' a miracle to procure themselves suse-
nance? Paul's own hands ministered wnto
his. mecessities, when the churches did not
communicateto him; and he tells the elders of
-the church at Ephesus, I have shewed youall
things, how that so laboring we ought to sup-
port the weak.
ample for preachers, when the churches fail
to minister to their necessities,—that . they
should labor, working with their hands, to
support themselves while preaching the gos-
pal See Acts xx. 34, 35. 1t is true, the Lord
has ordeined thei they which preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel ; but he has ne-
ver appointed that his ministers should wait
till they have competent wages secured to
them, before they go forth to preach the gos-
pel.  Andifthey have put their hands to the
gospel plough in a right spirit, they will not
be looking back for their gains, before they
can move on..

But let not the churches conclude that
they are not under obligation to commu-
nicate a support to those who preach the
gospel, or to their families. - Let him that s
tanght in the word, communicote unto kim
that teacheth in all good things, is the direc-
tion of Zion's King. Gal. v1, 6.

An imporiant - enquiry arises, how this
fupport i\s to betommunicated ; whetler aga

Ience we have here an ex-

fixed salary, or otherwise. Much issaid in
favor of salaries on worldly principles; but
we no where find thisto be the New Testa-
ment plan; nor is it congenial with the gospel
spirit. It places the preacher and ohureh
in opposite scales, as much as are the par-
ties to o mercantile transaction. Indeed this
stipulating with a preacher to give him a

certain annual sum on condition of his being -

thewr preacher, looks teo much like a world-
ly bargain, and places the preacher in cir-
comstances very much like those of a hive-
ling. It deprives the preacher of the sweet-
consolation of receiving the comuunications
from the church and individuals as a token of
love for his work’s sake; for they are natu-
rally received as the fulfilment of a contract.

Many other evils arising from this plan might

be specified, had we rocm.

.On the other hand, by a due regard to the. )

family relation, in which the churches and
preachers are connected, the occasion for &
stipulated salary for the ministerial SUpport
will be excluded. In a family where proper
equality reigns, those membels of the family
who are lahoring in ‘the harvest field, or en-

gaged in tending the flocks, will come toa-
family table, and pariake equally fréé with

those who have been concerned in making
ready the provisions. So the preachers be.
ing called to labor in the gospel field, or as

shepherdsto take the oversight of the family

pally engaged in these things ; whilst the oth-
er members of thefamily are attending to their
worldly avocations, and thereby collecting
the meat that perishes. Now as these come,

in spiritual things, are or ought to-be princi-

and freely receive for the supply of their spi- -

ritual wants, out of that distribution: which

the preachers malke, as stewards of the myste-~ .
7ies of Glod, is it any thing more than a. pro-’

per equality that the preachers should be al-
lowed to come freely for the supply of their
temporal wants to the stock which the others
have collected? This is evidently the New
Testament view of the subject. See Gal. vi.
6. “ Let him that is taught in the world com-
municate to him that teacheth in all good
things”  And 1 Cow. ix. 7, « Who goeth a
warfare at any time at his own charges?
who planteth a vineyard and eateth ot the
fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock and.
eateth not the milk of the flock ?” n,
verse 11, “If we have sowr untg you-gpir-
itual things, iy it o great matter if we shall
reap. your carnal things 9 .

A correct view of this relation, and a con-
formity to it in Practice, will plage the prea-
cher in'a happy temovo from the two, exe,

Again,
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tromes ; that of being engaged as a hireling,
and that of being supported upon the ground
of common charity. It will place him at
home among his brethren,

But you are teady to enquire how this
thing is to be come at; and whether your
property is all to be thrown into: common
stock 7 ‘This was the case in the beginning
of the gospel chureh, and that by the volun-
tary act of the disciples, from an ardent love
ta.the gospel cause, and a sense of the pre-
sent necessity. Compare Acts -iv. 3237,
with Acts v.-4. But the peculiar circum-

these great individual sacrifices, having

passed away with the increase of disciples

and churches, with it passed away, even in

the Apostles’ days, the practice of having all
" things common. Still, however, a circum-
" stance arose out of this which produced a pe-
_euliar demand upon the liberality of the
fentile churches; and Paul speaks of it as
an act of ‘just return in these churches; his
- words ave, “ and their debtors they are.!” See
“Roin; xv, 26 and 27. That is, as we under-
- stand the ‘Apostle, as the liberality: of the
-saints at Jerusalem, in giving up their indi-
vidual pgssessions to the church, enabled the
- “"Apostles and the -ather gifted brethren, to

“give themselves to the minastry of the word,
. and-be supported, without a maracle too, by

“ivhich means the knowledge of salvation was
extended to the Gentiles, and Gentile chur-
ches were planted; so the after suffering
state of these disciples, in consequénce of their
voluntary poverty, in connexion with the op-
_.pression of the ohureh at Jerusalem, called
: '_}or a suitable return of liberality from the
Gentile churches, to supply their temporal
wants. The Holy Ghost, in handing down
-the particular description of the management
of this collection, contained in Rom. xv. 1
Cor. xvi. 1-—4, and 2
ix. appears to have designed it as a pattern
to the churches in after ages, in reference to
_those demands which the gospel would at all
times have upon their liberality, for the sup-
port of its preachers and the poor of the
church. Taking this collection, then, as our
pattern, we conctude that the preachers are
not to be supported by tithing, taxing, or re-
straint in any way, but by a voluntary and
liberal return made-for benefits received.—
" ‘Wealso conclude that no individual is requi-
red to throw his possessions into a common
stock, butto improve them with care and in-
dustry. Uponthe proceeds, however, he wil
find, and feel too, '
gospel hasa claim, for a due ‘shore. Let eve-

| burdened ; but

-stances of the fivst church, which called for

Cor. chapter viil. and

ry man lay by him in store as God has pros:
pered him, is the direction ; Cor. xvi. 2. Not
that the preacher should -be cased and they
that whilst he is engaged in
feeding the flock wth the bread of cternal
life, they by a proper distribution” of their
worldly increase may yield him aisupply for
his wants} and thus ihere may be equality.
For to be placed on an equality, as to the cir-
cumstances of temporal support, for himself
and family, with the other members of the
church, is what the preacher has a right to
expect, for services rendered, in the gospel ;
“ind with which he oughtto be satisfied. ~If
the"preachers could feel and exercise that
humbleness of heart which is proper to the
servants of Jesus, and if the other mebers
of the churches, instead of expending the sur=
plus of their incomes in vain trappings, that
their families may make a show in the world,
or in adding farm to farm or stock to stoclk,
would freely allow " the gospel claim to its
share of what God from time to time is pleas-
‘ed to bless them with ; many churches, which
now think they cannot give one preacher a
support, would find themselves able not only - -
to malke their Pastor comfortable, but also to

say to.other preachers which they may have

among them, * go preach the gospel to the

destitute avound, as the Lord opens a door

for you, and the wants of yourself and fami-

ly in the mean time shall be our care. Orif

they had no gifts among them save the Pas-

tor, they could contribute something towards

 the support of those who were laboring with

small -and poor churches, or in destitute

neighborhoods, as did the Philipians to Paul,

while laboring in Thessalonica and Corinth.

Phil. iv. 16, and 2 Cor. xi. 9,

_ Ina word, when we get back to the proper
state of gospel feeling, to be of onc heart and
of one soul, to realize that we are one body,
animated by one spirit, even as we are called
in one hope of our calling, owning and lov-
ing the one Lord, one faith, and one baptism ;
then will vanish all difficulties from the way,
in supporting the gospel ministry according
to the gospel pattern and order; even to any -
extent to which the Lord may send forth la-
borers into kis vineyard.

Brethren, let us, both preachers and chur-
ches, strive more to cultivate the spirit of the
gospel ; and to act more in conformity to that
family relation by which we are bound to- ’
gether, and as those who are to give an ac-
count, not unto men, but unto our Lord: In

1} proportion as this is the case, we shall find it

cood to stand in the ways, and to see and ask:

if he feels avight, that the}

for the old paths, where is the gaod way, and




e i

STGHNS

OF THE TIMES.

25

to wall therein, for we shall find rest to our
Though others may say,

souls. Jer.vi 16. )
we will not walk therein, yet we should find
ng, and

our confidence in the Lord increasi
also in his wisdom and power to accomplish
his own gracious purposes, according to
the plan laid down by hims!f in his word ;
and of course shall be less disposed to wan-
der after the traditions and inventions of men.

The Lord, we judge from the signs of the
times, will suddenly come 1o his temple. Bui
who may abide the day of his coming? How
many; alas ! will he have to scourge out, for
having made his Father’s house a house of
merchandize. Brethren, may all our loins
be girded, and our lights burning, that when
he comes, we may welcome his approach
with the salutation, “ EVEN so COME, Liord
Jusus. AmMEN. :

SAMURIL TROTT, Moderator.
J. B. Lvoxs, Clerk.

1

1

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

The Delaware DBaptist Association, to the
Associations with whom she corresponds,
sendeth love in thé Lord.

Dear Breraren,— Through the tender
mercy of our God, we have been indulged
with ancther annual interview, and have re-
alized the force of the proverb, * As iron
sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of
& man his friend” We esteem christian fel-
lowship among the richest of gospel privi-
leges, and admirably caleulated to help each
other in our pilgrimage through this vale of
tears. Our letters are of various character;
but chiefly complain of small ingatherings.
1t is natural for us, when things do not pro-
ceed as we would wish, (whether in spiritual
or temporal concerns) to inquire after the
cause. As to the cause of the state of our
churches, various conjectures exist. By one,
lamentable inertnessand the predominancy of
anti-effort principles is assigned as the cause.
As to the first, we hope none of us ave pre-
paredto adopt the invitation of J ehu, * Come
see my zeal for the Lord of Hosts; ” but with
humility would acknowledge our short com-
ings. Asto the other, we are not prepared
to plead guilty, until convicted by a better
siandard than that by which many judge at
the present -day. We have been taught to
regard the Scriptures as our rule of faith and
practice as churches: Our preachers have
hoen-led to regard the commission given by
CHRIST ascomplete ; and when convicted

churches underthe

system, imposed upon the
ine institutions, we

assumed authority of Div
are not prepared to adopt it. We know the
work of salvation is of God ; and why he does
not convert more sinners among us, we must
leave to him, while we would humbly pray,
“« Thy kingdom come,” and with due deference
to his sovereignty, desire to be found in the
use of those means which he in his wisdom
has seen proper to appoint.
Dear brethren, we thank you for your kind
remembrance of us, in sending your Mes-
sengers, by whose labors of love we have
been refreshed in the Loxd. 'We hope for a
continuance of your Christian regards, and
friendly communications ; and should we not
reciprocate to that extent you might wish, you
will, we hope, aitribute it, not to a want of
disposition, but to our weakness in the minis-
try. And now, dear brethren, we commend
you to God, and to the word of his grace; to
whom be glory and honor, for ever and ever.
Amen. Brethren, pray for us. ‘
P. §.—Our next meeting will be with the
Church at Cow Marsh, Kent county (Del.) .
to begin on the Saturday before the firstLord’s
day m June, 1833 -
SAMUEL TROTT,
J. B. Lyoxs, Clerk.

CORRESPONDING LETTER,

FROM THE MUSKINGUM ASSOCIATION TO THE
« oLD SCHOOL' CONVENTION.

T the Elders and Messengers composing the
General Meeting of the Baptists of the Old
Sehool, 1o be held at the Black Rock Meet-

House, Baltimore County, (eighteen

Moderator.

ing .
miles movth of Baltimore, on the Falls
Turnpike Road,)-on Friday preceding the

fifth Lord’s Day in September next.

Very pEak BRETHREN IN THE LORD.-—
In explanation of the source from which the
letter now addressed to you proceeds, so
much of the minutes of the Muskingum Bap- ’
fist Association, convened with the Baptist
church of Christ called Hopewell, near Som-
erset, Perry co. Ohio, on the 24th, 25th, and
26th of August, as Telates to this letter and
to you as a body, are herewith (in the ab-
sence of our printed minutes from a want of
fime to get. tiem through the press) in ‘the
first place presented fo you. They are as
follows: ‘

«'t. Resolved, That this Association open
a correspondence with the Old School Bap-

of refusing to act under that commission, we
shall congider them as unworthy of-our qonﬁ-
dence and patronage. But.asto the modern

tists, and that this correspondence be-under- .
stood to be in answer to their Circular Letter -
addressed to & number of the Elders belong-

A\

S




26 SIGNS OF

THE TIMES.

ing to this Association and by them laid be-
fore us, and our ¢orrespondence recommend-
ed as the strongest and best method of an-
swering the invitation contained in their
letter. .

“9. Resolved, That Elder Samuel Car-
penter be appointed a regular Correspondent,
to correspond with our brethren, th(? Qld
School Baptists, in behalf of this Association,
until our next meeting in course. :

3. Resolved, That a letter of general
correspondence be prepared, to meet our
brethren -aforesaid in their general meeting,
and that.on account of the measurable im-
practicability on so short a notice to procure
a messenger for so great.a distance, our let-
ter for the present year be sent by mail.”

It is, therefore, in obedience to these reso-
Jutions that this letter is addressed to you.

But inasmuch, dear brethren, as it may be
somewhat unexpected to receive a corres-
pondence in this way, it is thought proper to
give you a statement of the manner in which
it 'was induced, and-the more so as it will in

2 great measure answer the purpose of the’

veorrespondence iiself, by bringing to view es-
-sentially the object of ot. It is briefly this:
Copies of your printed circular, eontaining
the minutes of your first meeting, after the
close of the business of the Baltimore Baptist
Association on Saturday, 19th May 1832,
were addressed to sundry of the Ministers
belonging tothe Association, principally if
not all by one of the Members of your cor-
responding committee,” Elder William (il
more, inviting them if they were Baptists of
the Old School, to attend your general meet-
"ing in September next. - The object of. your
- general meeting, as they were lead to appre-
hend and interpret it, not so much from your
- description of it as the significant title under
which you have come together, becoming the
more especially and strongly significant and
lescriptive as 1t is viewed In connection with,

the prevailing order of things of the present|

day, appears to them so striking, that upon
a little conference with each other, they con-
eluded to defer any active measures until the
meeting of the Association, for the two-fold
pirpose of obtaining all the. information
which would be brought together through-
out the whole-Association, in relation to the
object and character of your Body, and that
more especially, of giving the Association
-an opportunity, (if all 'was found to be right)
of aetingupomn it in her collective capacity,
and thus to .make our response ‘the more
strong. .Youmay readily supposethose breth-

ren who had not the privilege of hitheto en-1

joying a personal knowledge of their Breth-
ren of the Old School asa aenomination, nor
any acquaintance with the individual chag-
acter of any of its members, known as such,
while they delighted in the best hope of the
prospect set beforethem, they still stood some-
what in uncertainty, until at our Association
Brethren whose personal acquaintance with
many of the highly esteemed members of
your body, came in’ as the Heralds of glad
tidings, to dispel all doubt. No one could
be present and not be convinced that the
whale  Association with one spontaneous
movement of grateful acknowledgments, and
exalted though calm and solmen rejoicing
before God, was led to behold in their Breth-
ren of the OldSchool Baptists, the Day Star
arising in the East, and to behold in them a
redeeming spirit enkindled and raised up by
the mighty hand of the Lord;to stand up
for the Godly simplicity and purity of the
truth, as exemplified and set forth in the pri-
mitive Churches.

It was then that there were moved and
seconded and adopted ; and wnanimously a-
dopted, the resolutions standing at the head
of thisletter. Dearly beloved, we have thus
set before you the‘origin of this correspond-
ence, and n so doing, have left but little room
for the extensive range of matter,which would
come within the legitimate scope of its sub-
ject, beyond what is incidentally brought to
view in theaccount of its origin. We must
therefore, for the present content ourselves
by merely saying in addition to what hasbeen
said, that we see the Church rapidly hurried
to an inevitable crisis, that of dissolving all
union with. a large portion of those who eall
themselves regular Baptists, ‘or falling in
with the popular order of things of the pre-
sent day, brought into the Church, to the sub-
version'and supplanting of the glorious In-
stitutions of God our Saviour in his Church
on earth. N i

We in the west, are thickly and strengly
beset with innovations, and the flood gates of
invention seemed to stand open upon us from
the East, until we feared the mighty arm of

the Lord, as it regards visible and external

means of resistance and defence, was well
nigh withdrawn ; boththe Zenith and Hori-
zon all around, being to human appearance,
overhung with thick darkness.
Muskingum . Association, except so far as we
could look to parts of our sister Associations
with a few entire ones in the :still further
west, felt ourselves much in the attitude of

the Prophet, when he complained to the Lord
that all had forsaken him, and he alone re-

We of the
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mained ; and it is_therefore, with the morve
warm and heartfelt gratitude to God, that
we feel ourselves advised from him, that in
you with many others to us yet unknown,
he has reserved to himself those who have
not howed the knee to Baal. It is therefore,
in this point of view that the blessed work of
the Lord, in the direction and impulse given
to your hearts, becomes more deeply interest-
ing and encouraging to us, and the more
strikingly so asit can be viewed in no other
light than a work of his own glorious hand,
working simultaneously in precisely the
same channeland to the same end, and entire-
ly free from any consultation or preconcert
of ours. Dearly beloved, we must close: do
not expect too much from Ohio; there are
but few entire Associations like Muskingum,
though blessed be the Lord there are a few,
who will stand by the truth. We cannot
stimulate you to courage by our strength, nor
by any we have reason to look for from
Ohio.  Butoh! Brethren, beencouraged, for
there is a better source of strength—yea, not
only be encouraged but rejoice, for the Lorp
Gov omnipotent reigneth, and in his strength,
peradventure, we will be made - strong.—
‘We have as an Association appointed a Min-
ister meeting to convene at Lancaster, (Ohio,)
on Friday, preceding the 5th Lord’s day in
December next, at which your aidby counsel
or encouragement through a messenger or
messengers, would be thankfully received.
May the great Head of the Church preside
over your meeting, and direct you to such
measures as shall be for the accomplishment:
of his Divine Will, and the setting forth de-
claratively of the glory of his great name,
and such as shall through his grace enable
the Church firmly to- withstand the torrent,
and triumphantly to sarmount the deluge of
anti-christian delusions which inundate the
land-~to outride the storm, and finally land
in the thansions of his glory, is the prayer
of your Brethren of the Muskingum Baptist
Association.  Dearly beloved, farewell.

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Mus-|

kingum Association, this 18th day of Sep-
tember, 1832, .
JOHN CARPENTER,"
- © Correspondent.

“ The most incorrigible and most danger-
ous set of unbelievers of this day, are those

~- that will not beliéve their Ministers can do

wrong; or that any thing can he done wrong,
that is done in the name of charity and be-
nevolence. These are unbelievers of the worst

*
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Our paper will hereafter be issued on every
other Wednesday.

The Letter from our aged Brother Lm-

LAND, with the remarks connected with it by
Brother TrotT, will be read with interest

by those whé love our Lord Jesus Christin .

sincerity and truth. May we often hear from
them. :

We are happy to learn by the letter com-
menced on our 25th page, from the Muskin-
gum Association, that God has not left himself
without witnesses in that region. We dis-
cover too, inwhat light our western Brethren
of the Old School view the popular move-
ments of the eastern Baptists of the New
School, from whom they have been so amp-
ly supplied with Missionaries, Tracts &c.

It appears to be impossible for the pupils
of the Old School practically to learn the les-
sons of the New School-book—they cannot
be convinced of any deficiency in the council
of God, or purpose of Eternity, or in the rules
laid down by the great Head of the Church
for the building up, and government of the
Gospel Church. :

We rejoice that our Muskingum brethren
have not been carried away from their stead-
fastness in the Gospel of Christ, by the flood
which the Dragon has poured out of his
mouth. We believe that if it were possible
the very elect would be deceived. .-

From the Temperance Recorder.
THE GOLD CHAIN.-

Not many weeks since, the writer of this
article received from an unknown donor, a
gold chain enveloped in'a slip of paper, on
which was written, apparently in a female
hand, “ The avails are for temperance.” The
chain was sold to a gentleman for ten dollars.
On receiving the chain, and while I held it
in my hand, a variéty of reflections passed
through my mind. From whom did it'come?
This I could not discover, neither did I wish
to. - But perhaps it was the generous. gift—
thethank-offering of ‘'some tender affectionate

wife, the dear partner of whose bosoin liad
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been reclaimed through the influence and ex-
ertions of temperance societies, from his
“wanderings, and restored to hope, to love, to
happiness. If so how great the comfort of
that tender wife. FHer sorrows are turned to
joy, her tears are change to smiles, and the
wounds of her heart are healed, . Peace and
happiness now dwell in her family, an@ she
“no longer feels that she is the wife, or that
her childrenare the children of a drunkard.
Her days now fly on wings of love, and hour-
ly she blesses the exertions of temperance
societies and prays for their success. - ,
Perhaps the gold chain was the gifi -of a
mother whose son, the child of her hopes, of
her tears and her prayers, had been reclaim-
ed from the sin and the degredation of drunk-
enness, Long has she seen him treading the
devious road. Night after night had he brok-

en away from maternal solicitude, and gone,

“to the haunts of dissipation and riot. With
tears she had besought him to stay with her
at least one evening, but no. Bursting over
tears, and commands, and entreaties, he rush-
ed away like a bullock to the slaughter.—
And it may be that this was the only son of
his mother, and she a widow. If so, what
agony has that poor heart endured, as hour
after hour she has sat waiting his return from
the grog-shop or the tavern, and then when
he came, he growled a curse upon his moth-
er and staggered to his bed. 'This prodigal,
the temperance society perchance has found,
and like an angel of mercy, has hrought him
back to cheer and make glad his poor moth-
er's heart. Now she can say, “ my son was
lost, but is found; he was dead, but is alive.”

Perhaps this chain was-the gift of some,
affectionate sister, whose brother had become
a drunkard and was thus -disgracing his
family, bringing down with sorrow to the

" grave, ‘the gray hairs of his aged father and
mother, and preparing himself for an early
and unhonored tomb. If so, what an instance
of affection in her. “ Can a maid forget her
ornaments?’ Yesto save a drother from ruin,
she can. That brother she hasreceivedas one
risen from the dead. Temperance societies
have been the means of restoring him, and

* that sister has went for joy and blessed the
benevolent institution. SR

But perkaps it was neither of these—it
may be the generous gift of some benevolent
lady, whose heart, bleeding for the woes and
the wretchedness of others,yielded this orna-
ment to aid those who are engaged in the

- holy work of drying up the fountains of

misery, and of reclaiming the sons of intem-

perance.and vice. If so, how great will be

her consolation to reflect upon the almost
moral certainty of some one, perhaps many,
being by means of her gift, bronght back a-
gain to the paths of virtue, and restored to
their right mind, to hope and to happiness.
The avails of the gold chain will carry the -
lightlof temperance truth to at least oN e THOU-
sanp individuals, and perchance the mes-
sengers of mercy thus sent out, shall find
their way into some house of woe, and re-
claiming the husband or the fathsr, make a
Whole}family happy.

But conjecture is useless—no discovery
will probably he made till the day when the

judgment shall sit. Then the gold chain will
come into remembrance, and all the blessed
results shall be revealed. 'Till then, little
chain, go. o on yourerrand of mercy, and
draw back one and another, still from in-
temperance and guilt. Go bind up the brok-
en hearted, proclaim deliverance to the cap-
tives, and let the prisoners be free. C. 8

REMAREKS.

The awful degredation to which we see
many of ourfellow men sunkenbythéih tem-
perate use of intoxicatig drink, caunot failtoa-
walen the liveliest sensations of the souls of
every Christian, and it is unquestionably the
duty of all good citizens to use their influance
against this, as well as every other evil.
But while we set our faces against one sin,
let us not fall info. another of still greatex
magnitude ; drunkenness, isbad, but Idolatry
is far worse. 'We are decidedly opposed to
drunkenuess, we will oppose it by our ex-
ample, and we will fight against it with the
sword of divine truth, but while we go to
all seriptural lengths in opposing drunken-
ness, we wish to beware of the “ Golden
Cup" the contents. of which has made the
Nations of the Earth drunk. In the above
article C. 8. has given in striking colours,
the outlines of the character of a drunkard,
'for which we give him credit—>but his re-
medy is worse than the disease. Ifth e set:
ting up of a Golden God, and aseribing to it
the salvation of lost man, or if the offering
ptaise toa Golden substance and the ascrib-
ing to it the official work of our Lord Jesus
 Christ, such (for instance) as the “ hinding
‘up of the broken hearted, the proclamation of

Liberty to Captives, and letiing the prisoners
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go free,” is Idolatry in the Scriptural sense
of the word, C. 8. has introduced Idolatry as
a remedy for carnal drunkenness. By the
word of God, “ the man of God is thorough-
ly furnished unto every good work” and as

we wish to be found in the good work of|

terapetance to the Bible we will go, and on
it we will depend, rather than a Gold Chain,
or ten dollars the price of a Gold Chain. 'In
this holy book we arve furnished with a per-
fect system. of temperance, laid down by our
Lord Jesus Christ, and practised by the Ap-
postles and primitive Saints, upon a less ex-
pensive plan than that which requires Gold
Chains or Jewels for itssupport. We dare not
attempt to improve the divine rule lest our
Lord and Master should accuse us of being
wise above what is written.

From the Independent Republican.

Presbytery of Hudsoni— At the laststated meet-
ing of the Presbyterv of Hudson heldat Monroe
Sept, 12, 1832,a minute was niade of which the
followingis a copy viz:

Resolved, That the stated clerk of this Pres-
bytery be directed to publish under hisown sig-
nature, in the papers of this county, the following
preamble and resolutions formed and adopted by
the last general assembly of the Preshyterian
Church, viz @ i

“ Jtheing understood that chivistians and ehurch-
es both in this country and in Europe have at dif-
ferent times desired the publi, designation of aday
to be johserved by all christians throughout the
world as a day ol fasting and prayer, for the out-

" pouring of the holy spirit on the whole family of
man; and this assembly being deeply inrpressed
with the importance an:d high privilege of such
an ohservance, and feeling urged and encourag-
ed to more importunate supplications in view of
the recent revivals of religion in this land, as well
as the signs of the present time, in relation tothe
proipects of the churchino'her nations, Therefore,

“JResolved, That it be recommended to the Mi-
nisters andChurches under the supervision of.the
general assembly of the presbyterian churebh, in
{heU. States of America and the churches in cor-
respondence with the same, to observe the first
Monday in, Junuary 1833 as a day of fusting and
prager, for thedivine blessing on the ministry of
the gospel throughout the world 5 for the revival
of rehgion throughout the whole of christendom
and for the entive snceess of thesebenevclententer-
prises, which have for their object the worlds con-
yersion to Ged.”

« Resdlved, That other denominations of Chris-
tiavs in the Uni({:d States, and ihe christian
churches in all ojhier counties, be and they here-
by ure affectionsticly, and with christian salutati-
ons invited togoncur in the observance of the day
above specified.”

The above is a trug extract from the minutes of

the Presbytery, and is hereby r’ecoﬁxmendcd tolllrl‘t?
prayerful considecation of all Christiansy Christi- -
an Ministers and Churches ineluded inthe above
resolutions. o : :
Stated C! /c]}ﬁNng[iT"wOOD’
stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Hudson.
Middletown, Dec. 8, 1832, J’~ 4 f He
REMARKS. .
In the above. article, published by Mr.

Wood, christians of all denominations are

invited with fasting and prayer, on a certain

day, by the Presbytery designated, to im-
plore the blessing of the God of Heaven on
the entire mass of what they are pleased to
denominate benevolent enterprises;tothe end
that the whole world may be converted to
CGod. <
. We wish respectfully to inquire of Mr, W.
as he is a professed teacher in Israel, how
this article compares with the Presbyterian
Confession of Faith, to say nothing of the
Bible, and particularly that part of his pro-
fession set forth in the following language:
“ 3. By the decree of God for the manifes-
“tation of his glory, some men and angels
“are predestinated unto everlasting life, and
“others foreordained to everlasting death.
“4. These angels and men thus predesti-

“nated and foreordained are particularly and
“ unchangably designed, and their number

“is so certain and definite that it cannot be -

“either increased or diminished.” Andagain,
(page 146, C. of Faith,) *“ God by an eternal
“and immuiable decree,” &ec. “ hath elected

“some angels to glory, and in Christ hath. .
“ chosen some men to eternal life,” &ec. “and ~

“also according to his sovereign power and
“ the unsearchable counsel of his own will,
“ hath passed by and foreordained the rest to
« dishonor and wrath, to be for their sins in--
“ flicted, to the praise of the glory of his jus-
“ e’ -

Will Mr. Wood, in behalf of the Presby-
tery, inform all christian denominations in-
vited, how they must pray on this occasion ?
Shall we say “thy kingdom come,’ or the -
whole world come? Shall we say, « thy will
be done on earth as it is done in heaven-??

This would not answer the design of the = ‘

Hudson Presbytery ; for by their Confession
of Faith. we are informed, his will is 1o leave

some to inherit wrath, for the glory of his

justice. Shall we then pray the' Lord to
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change his immutable will, counsel and de-
sign—sacrifice his truth—lay aside his plan
—resign his sovereignty—and adopt the en-
terprises of the children of men?

Until these- difficulties are removed, the
Presbytery of Hudson and their agent at
Middletown will excuse us from joining them
in their enterprise. :

Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the
flesh, despise dominion, and speak cvil of
dignities. JupE 8th.

From the Baptist Repository.

“ Toankservine Dav.—The Governor
of this state has appointed by proclamation
the 13th day of December to be observed as
a day of Thanksgiving and prayer. This is
the same gentleman who declined the appoint-
ment last July of a day of Fasting and prayer
in view of the approaching pestilence, alledg-
ing religious and constitutional scruples.

John Bunyan would doubtless call him Go-

vernor Plable for it would he very hard to

discover the difference between constitutional
right of fast, and a constitutional right to give
thanks. We are in favor of a public, general
thanksgiving where the hearts of God's peo-
ple will be filled with sincere gratitude; but
what a burlesque upon such a day isa proc-
lamation ffom a magistrate so hypocritical
and heartless as our governor has shown

himself in this affair. ~Although we are a

descendant of some of the early pilgrims, we

desire to see the praciice of state fasts and
thanksgivings exploded, except as they are
observed by the religious community without

" the interfersnce of civil proclamations.

‘We are not prepaired to advocate the cus-
tom of appointing fasts and thanksgivings,

- by legal authority—mnor can we see any just

‘reason, John Bunyan, or C. C. P. Croshy,
should apply the epithet “ Pliable” to the
Chief Magistrate of thisstate, merely because
he refused to be dictated by a set of religon-
ists, what time he should recommend for
Fasting or Thanksgiving.

The reasons assigned by our Governor
for putting his Veto on the project of an anti-
cholera fast, was to us as well as to a majority
of the republican citizens of this state per-
fectly satisfactory. .

" And inthe present recommendation of a
day of thanksgiving, he has acted no mere

the part of an heartless hypocrite, than to
yieldtoalong established custom. ‘Weshould
have expected Mr. C. would have been among
the last who would have called that hypocri-

sy.

ANTI-CHRIST EXPOSED.

PROPHECIES OF DANIEL. _
There are no prophecies in the Scriptures
more plain and easy of interpretation than
those in the book of Daniel particularly
those in the 2d and 7th chapters ; nor are
there any, when understood, more calculated
to comfort the mind of a true christian in
times of great degeneracy. Inthese chapters
it is plainly shown, that all tyranny and de-
generacy among professing christians willbe
brought to an” end; and that “ the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given
to the people of the Most High.” And what
people will these be? A people, as different
from the various veligious orders and profess-
ors of this day, as the Pharisees were from
the disciples of Christ.

The stone which overthrows all that is
opposed to the kingdom of Christ, and fills
the whole earth, is cut without hands—hu-
man combinations, human efforts and device
being unable to accomplish any thing in the
cause. God himself will indeed, be the auth-
or and efficient agent in the whole work.
And those who will vise up at this time, will
be opposed by all the power of the earth, and”
all the corrupt sects and profossors in christ-
endom, with all the zeal and enmity of which
they ave capable. Butthey will all be over-
come and brought'to naught.

Just before, or at the time this worlk shall
begin, the iniquities of men and of sects will
have come to the full. Hardly any true love
or friendship will exist among them, and
they will be destroyed by the hands of - each
other, and by wars and bloodshed, in a more
awful and sanguinary manner than has ever
yet been witnessed. since men were upon the
earth for this will be the treading of. the

wine-press of the wrath of God when blood :

comes out of the wine-press even unto the
horse-bridles, by the space of a.thousand and
siz hundred furlongs, and when there shall
Jall wpon men a -great hail out of the heaven,
every stone aboul the weight of a talent.
This awful paried is drawing on apace,
and every sect now in existence, and mankind -
in general; will go on corrupting themselves

until it arrives with a rapidity before in-
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known. The greatest sign indeed, of the ap-
proach of this period, is the degeneracy and
corruption that already exist ; for the darkest
time will be just before it arrives, when the
two witnesses will be slain that during 1260
vears of abounding evils continued to pro-
phecy in sackeloth, and power with God,and
tormented them that dwelt upon the earth by
rebuking their iniquities and testifying against
their sins. While these witnesses are in a
slain condition there will be no faithfal testi-
mony in the earth, {ornext to none) and there
will be great rejoicing, complimenting and
presenting of gifts one to another among the
different sects, because theyare somuch alike
and do not rebuke each other’s faults, and
because there are no faithful witnesses on
the earth, to torment them by rebuking their
wickedness and corruption.

But have these witnesses yet been slain 2
Every one must judge for himself by past
and present events. They are to be over-
come and killed by the beast, or corrupt sects
and parties that ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and they will overcome them and kill
them by the powers of delusion, wonderful
works and great outcry, show of religion
swhich they will manifest thereby causing all
{even such as would be otherwise faithful
witnesses) to' come into their ranks and con-
form to their ways and practices, so that
there will be no honest faithful testimony to
be found, all who profess religion, holding
with some sect, seeking to please men, and

- to have the honor and esteem of this world.
‘i‘hese things have already taken place to a
great extent; but whether to the extent sig-
aified by the witness being slain, is difficult
to decide.

POETRY, &c.

‘We recommend a perusal of the following
to those persons who give of their abundance
to those charitable Societies of the present
day, where their noble deeds are trumpeted
forth to the world, while their poor neigh-
bouss, - instead of receiving from them a
aorsel- to- relieve their hunger, oftentimes
suffer through. their extortior, We need
not go far from our door to find one who gives
hundreds of dollars annually for the support
©of what goes under the name of charitable
Bocieties for religious purposes and a preached
gospel, who at the sametime will turn his face
from the.wants ofthe unfoitunate cripplewho
calls on him for assistance, and leave himto
be supplied by those:of his less fertunate
citizens whom he would disdain to “set with

the dogs of his flock.” These things we ean
attest to.—Baptist Herald. )
(FProm the Christian Mirror.)
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR ?
Thy neighbor? It is he whom thou
Hast power to aid and bless—
Whose aching heart, or burning brow
The soothing hand may press.

Thy neighbor ? ’Tis the fainting poor,
Whose eye with want is dim,

Whom hunger sends from door to door—
Go thou and succor him.

Thy neighbour 2 ’Tis that weary man
‘Whose years are at their brim,

Bent Jow with sickness cares and pain;
Go thou, and comfort him.

Thy neighbor ? "Tis the hearthereft,
Of every earthly gemn—

Widow and orphan, helpless left
Go thou, and shelter them.

Thy neighbour? Yonder toiling slave
Fetter’d in thought and limb,
Whose hopes are all beyond the grave ;-
* Go thou, and ransom him,

y

When’erthou meet’st a human form
Less favored than thine own,

Remember’tis thy neighbor worm,

- Thy brother or thy sor.

Oh! pass not, pass not heedless by ;
Perhaps thou canst redeem

The breaking heart from misery,
Go, share thy lot with him.

ANECDOTE OF ROBERT HALL, OF ENGLAND, .
Mgz Havrr, was the pastor of the Baptist
Church in Leicester, and Mr. Robinson was
at the same time Vicar of Mary’s Church,
in the same place; thetwo pastors, lived on

terms of intimacy, both being evangelical in -

their religions sentiments ; some of Mr.
Robinson’s hearers left the Church and join-
ed the Baptists, on which the Vicar said in
conversation one day—* I cannot "think Br.
Hall how it is that so-many of my sheep have
wandered into your fold."——+ Oh, replied Mr:
Hall they only wanted washing, to be sure.”
Baptist Herald. ' ’

Errata.

land’s letter, * the religion which I hoped

|that Tlearned &c.” for « guilty as a law

teachier,” read law “ breqiher?

Marrizp, by Elder G. Bee{);, on Wed- -

nesday moming last; Col- Leni Wesbrook, to
Miss Louise Baker, _

On the first page of the pre- .
sent number,.in that sentence of Elder Tic--
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PROPOSALS scriptions, and to collect such monies as are

For publishing ¢ semi-monthly paper, called the
SIGNS OTF THE TIMES,
By an Associabion of Brethren.
Devoted exclusively to the Baptist cause—
maintaining inviolably the following scrip-
tural sentiments:
1st. The existence, sovereignty, immuta-
bility, omnipotence, and eternal perfection of
the Great Jehovah—the revelation which
Giod has given of himself as Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. “ These three are one.”’—1st
John, v. 8th. .
ad. The absolute predestination of all
things. )
34 Etornal and unconditional election.
4th. The total depravity and just condem-
nation of fallen man.
5th. 'That the atonement and redemption
of Jesus Christ are for the elect only.
Gth. T'he sovereign, irresistable, and (in all
eases) effzetual work of the Holy CGthost, In
nickening and regenerating the elect of God.
7th. The final perseverance and eternal
happiness of all the sons of God, by grace.
8ih. The resurrection of the dead and
eternal judgment.
oth. That the Church of Christ is compo-
sed exclusively of baptized believers—that to
her are given able ministers of the New Tes-
tament—that the scriptures are the only rule

of faith and practice to the saints of God.
10th. 'That there is no connection between
Church and State; and as touching the pro-
positionof amarriage between them, the Hon.
R. M. Johnson, in his report on the Sabbath
Mail question, has amply revealed our faith.
« The Signs of the Times” will be decided-
1y opposed to Bible, Tract and Missionary
docicties, Theological Seminaries, Sabbath
School Unions, &e. &ec. waging war with the

mother Arminianism, and her entire brood
of institutions. -
TERME,

« The Sions of the Times’ will be printed |
he Signs o

. on super-royal paper, each number to contain
gixteen octavo pages with douhle columns,
and be issued to subscribers at Oxe DoLLar
per annum, payable in advance—one dollar

and twenty-five cents, half yearly; or’onef

dollar and fifty cents at the end of the year.

N. B. All payments will be considered in

advance, if received within one month after
the issuing of the first number.

- AGENTS:
" The following

T Wm, Wilson,

gentlemen are appointed

or shall be due to this establishment. '
Elder Gabriel Conklin, Brookfield, N. Y.

“ ez Petitt, Lezington,

«  Levi Streetor, Broon, .
#  David Mead, Rozbury, *
«  Wm. Warren, Kingston, “
«  James Mead, Cloves Ville,
Dea. Peter Winchell, Olize, “
Hon. James Finch, Finchville, *
L. L. Vail, Goshen, v
8. B. Denton, " Newbwrgh,
-Benj. Burt, Warwiek,
Amos Holmes, Esq. Monticello, *
Ezra Mosley, Troy, “
Daniel Denton, Esq. Newfield, *

Llder ChristopherSuydam, Hopewell, N L
“° David Stout, Lambertsville,”
“  Amos Harding, Wantage, **
Giabriel Van Duzer, Milion “
Peter Hoyt, Jr. Mt Salem, *
Dea. George Doland, Hamburgh, **

i

“  Moses Northrop,  Neiwton,
A. Stoughtenburgh, Patlerson,
R. B. & G. Drake, Piscataway, **

i

‘Wm. Paterson, Suckasunny, *
Elder Thos. Barton, Sirikersville, Pa.
*  Hezekiah West, Orwell, b
% James Bowen, Southampton,**
“  Theophilus Harris, Bustleton, b
s T KKits, Philadelphia,*
Henry Rowland,  Asylum, "
Robert Philips, Attleboroungh,"
Elder Eli Scott, Golden, Md.
¢ Thos. Poteet, Starford, “o

“  John Healy,
Edward Choat,

Baltimore, *,
Riesterstown,*
Cubb Hill,
Frederick, *

i«©

Thomas Ritchie,

Dr. B. Dawson, Pawsonville,
Dav1_d Uhler, Westminster,*
Elder Wm. Gilmore, Lecsburgh, Va.
1

W, Marvin,
. Marquis Monroe,
A. B. Goldsmith,
“ N. Atwood,
Wim. Beebe,
Elder Samuel Trott,
Gideon F. Tindall,
- A. Y. Murray,
Silas Hulse,

Winchester, *
Dillins' Run,**
Gwilford, Con.
Hartford, *
Norwich city, *
Newark, Del..
Wilmington,
‘Borodino, Mich.
Timochty, Ohio.

Morris Burt, Cochocton, *¢
-Tolder Samuel Carpenter, Lancaster, *
«“  Chas. Polkenhorn, Wash. D.C.
Wm.Conklin, . ,
G. Westervelt, g N. Y. city.

N. B. Br. Henry Moon, an itinerant prea-

Agents for the Signs of the Times and as
such are hereby authorised to receive sub-

cher of the gospelis-our travelling Agent in
‘Ohio, Virginia, and elsewhere.
. k) .




