Signs nf the Times

DEVOTED TO THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CAUSE

‘The Sword of the Lord and of Gideor’

VOL. 133 -

DANVILLE, VA., JANUARY, 1965 NO.1

IS IT TIME TO RENEW
"YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?

IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE

, IS 1/65

IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE

CIRCULAR LETTER
(Written by Sister Minerva Dunlap)

. The Maine Old School Baptist Asso-
ciation, meeting with the Whitefield
Church September 11, 12, 13, 1964,
sends greetings and brotherly love to
the other Churches and Associations of
our faith and order.

One might inquire on what this faith
and- order is founded and why - this
brotherly love -exists. We believe that
the precepts of our religion, defined as
the recognition of a Power to whom
worship is due, are planted in our hearts
and written in our minds by our Heav-
enly Father. We believe that before we
receive that divine revelation and be-
fore we are taught from on high, we
are dead to knowledge of spiritual sub-
stance. We believe that our faith and
order depends not at all on what we
may read or on what we may hear
from neighbors, brother or friend, but
on the fact that it is placed in the hearts
of those whom God has chosen from the
foundation .of the world to be his peo-
ple, to love and worship and adore Him
as their Father, and as children of the
same Father to love one another. We
believe that the Bible was written for
those chosen to be His from the begin-
ning, to offer admonition, confirmation
and: comfort to His people; an inspired
work and understood only by revela-

/

tion. Why this revelation is given
to some and not to others, we do

not know, as the mind of man can-
not comprehend the designs of God.
As it is written: ‘“For so it seemed
good in His sight.” “There shall two
be in a field; the one shall be taken,
and the other left” — “Two women shall
be grinding at the mill; the one shall be
taken, and the other left.” Those that
were taken were to know the love and
the glory and the power, the others
not.

In Isaiah we read — “For Jacob my
servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect,
I have even called thee by thy name:
I have surnamed thee, though thou hast
not known me.” The one who was taken
in the field, the woman who was taken
at the mill were of that most blessed
family that bears his surname. They
did not choose that surname, but it was
theirs because they were children of
the same Father, and because they are
of the same family they have brotherly
love for one another., We believe our
faith and order embraces those of
whom it is said: “I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people.” It is the faith and
order of the “chosen generation, the
royal priesthood, the holy nation, a
peculiar people; to shew forth the
praises of Him who has called them
out of darkness into His marvellous
light.” Spoken in Peter 2-9. We believe
that this chogen generation may in-
clude the most humble person, the most
ignorant so far as the knowledge of this
world is concerned, and that, irrespec-
tive of color or country, he may receive
the revelation of his relation to God
without council from clergy or layman,
and in God’s good time, whether alone
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or in a crowd, in the desert or on a
city street. He will need no other teach-
er for “God is his own interpreter.” We
hope that we belong to this chosen
generation. We have our seasons of
doubt. We falter and when our winters
are long, we wonder if we are mistaken
and our cry is: “Am I His or am I
not?” Our walk in life is so unsuited
to a child of God, we feel unworthy of
the least of His blessings, we wish for
more evidence of our heritage and less
of turmoil and worldly interference.
Still always our hearts burn within us
when we hear others relate a similar
experience and walk, and we rejoice
to hear the preaching that tells us again
the things we have been shown.

“How charming is the place
Where my Redeemer God
Unveils the beauties of his face
And sheds his love abroad.”
“Give me, O Lord, a place
Within thy blest abode,
Among the children of thy grace
The servants of my God.”

CORRESPONDING LETTER

The Maine Old School Baptist Asso-
ciation in session with the Whitefield
Church, at Whitefield, Maine, Septem-
ber 11, 12, 13, 1964.

Dear Brethren:

Again, through the providence and
mercy of our God, we have been able to
meet in an association. Your correspon-
dence has been gladly received.

Your ministering brethren, Elder
John D. Wood and Elder B. O. Thomp-
son, came to us laden with the fruits
of the Spirit of him whom to know is
life eternal. The preaching was in ac-
cord with Christ’s teachings and our
Christian experience — testifying that
there is no falling away from the truth,
but, instead, a meeting together in
heavenly places when pure minds are
stirred up by the way of remembrance.

The Lord chooses his children. He
says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you.” He comes to us as

the wind that bloweth where it listeth.
We hear the sound thereof, but we can-
not tell from whence it cometh, nor
whither it goeth. So is every one that
is born of the Spirit.”

Our association is small, but we hope

- we are a part of that remnant which: the

Lord shall gather from all parts of the
earth. i

The next meeting of the Maine As-
sociation will be held, the Lord willing,
with the Whitefield Church, Whitefield,
Maine, the fourth Sunday in August,
1965, and the Saturday preceeding.
There will be a notice in the Signs of
the Times. ‘

Elder John D. Wood, Moderator
Mrs. Sanford Bartlett, Clerk

FELICITATIONS TO NEW BORN SON

Ballinger, Texas
August 10, 1964

Dear Timothy Dean:

We were informed of your advent
into this world, 9:34 P. M., 7-9-64, by
your parents. We rejoiced to know that
a son had been born to Elder and Sister
Hudson.

In this birth you came into the world
with a cry, and as you grow we pray
God’s providential blessings to rest
upon you.

You have already been blessed in hav-
ing God fearing parents, and as this
birth developes and brings forth into
manifestation the nature in which it is
generated and born, “that which is
born of the flesh is flesh.” (John 3:6)
Surely you will have the same nature
of the first man Adam, and through
the same filthy stream of inherited sin
down and through your father and
mother, — we are all only drops of the
same filthy stream. As David said,
(Psalm 51:5): “Behold I was shapen in
iniquity and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me.” In this nature or flesh you
can and will only know natural things,
and if this is all you have in this hfe,
Oh, how sad.
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It is our prayer to God that if it be
His will, at the appointed time you may
be born from above, as you have the
natural nature that you also may have
a divine nature whereby you may es-
cape the corruptions that are in the
world through lust. (2 Peter 1:4) May
you be led on by his spirit to have a
saving knowledge of the free and sove-

" reign grace principles that your father

has preached, and held precious by both
your father and mother.

Dear Timothy, we wish you blessings
of every sort in this life; but when this
life is over these will be gone. But, as
one that shall never be lost, may he
give you knowledge of this triune God,
God the father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit.

If you have this knowledge given you,
all other Dblessings of this life are
realized to be only temporal and shall
soon come to an end.

Therefore, Paul says that what is
vital in our lives is not temporal, but
things eternal. (2 Cor. 4:18) If we have
an experience of Grace and born from
above, we are so wonderfully blessed
while in this life, and it shall just take
eternity to know the fulness and beauty
of his eternal and everlasting love.

From ones who loves you and your
dear parents,

o C M. Haygood and Bernice Haygood

Box 267,
Lincolnton, Ga.

Dear Editors:

Enclosed is check for $5.00 for sub-
seription for one year, and the re-
mainder to go to help someone to re-
ceive the good news from a far country
who are not able to pay for it. I know
it means much to them to receive the
Times. I take several of the periodicals,
but would not want to do without it.
I received mine today, and have read
it through already.

A quotation came to me a few nights
ago that I could not find, “Out of Zion,

the perfection of beauty, God hath
shined.” [Psalm 50:2, — Ed.] I have
heard people preach, and have read ar-
ticles that mentioned Zion, but I did not
have a clear understanding of what and
where Zion was. But the good Lord al-
ways comes to my rescue, for in this
November, 1964, issue is the answer,
which I enjoyed very much.

Sihcerely,
Gordon H. McGec

WONDERS WHY SOME BRETHREN
DO NOT READ THE PAPER

900 Jordan Street,
Wilson, N. C.

Dear Brother Spangler:

I received my Signs of the Times
today, and noticed that it is time to
renew my subscription; so am enclosing
check for two more years.

When I receive the Signs each month,
I read it as soon as I can, for I am not
satisfied until I have read the last word
in it. Sometimes I read it through with-
out stopping.

As T read the Signs, I am often made
to wonder why so many of our people
do not seem to care about reading. As
T meditate on some of the articles that
appear in the Signs, I feel to know that
the paper should be in every Old Bap-
tist home. To those who have been call-
ed from nature’s darkness into the light
of the glory of God, I believe the read-
ing of the Signs would be a real feast at
times.

Brother Spangler, we were all glad to
have you and Sister Spangler with us
at our association. We surely did enjoy
the discourses the Lord blessed you to
preach; and I feel that He blessed me to
hear to the comfort and consolation of
my heart and soul. We hope you can
visit us again soon.

... Pray for us when you are blessed
to pray.

* Submitted in love,
(Elder) S. R. Boykin
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SOMETHING WORTHWHILE
TO THINK ABOUT

1639 Cowan Drive,
Scottsbluff, Neb. 69361

Dear Editors of the Signs:

I enjoy your paper very much, and
feel you deserve a vote of thanks for
getting it on its way to subscribers so
promptly.

I will be eighty-two years old in No-
vember, and live alone, and am able to
do all my housework, including canning
fruit for Winter use. Am thankful that
I can do what my hands find to do, with
a willing heart and ready mind.

1 received my paper yesterday, and
have read “Notes of a Sermon” of Elder
Lefferts, which I enjoyed very much. I
have read the Bible over and over again,
but never knew there could be so much
beauty and instruction in righteousness
in the study of the arks and coffin men-
tioned in his sermon. I will have some-
thing good and worthwhile to think
about for days to come,

. In hope of a better life when my
hfe s work is ended.

Dora Greathouse

FROM A YOUNG BROTHER

302 Shannon Avenue,
Huntsville, Ala.

Dear Editors:

I have written a little article con-
cerning, What is the manifestation of
the righteousness of God?

First, I believe the righteousness of
God is not in thinking and advocating
that within himself a man is righteous
and good, because it is written that
there is none righteous, no not one; and
that all have fallen short of the glory
of God.

. I take the position opposite from the
world, for I believe it is when God re-
veals his Son unto one, and makes him
see how wicked and sinful he really
is, and to cry ‘for mercy, that one

knows anything of righteousness. He
is then no longer as the Pharisee who
knew nothing of his inward corruption,
or what a wretch he really was, who
outwardly appeared religious and right-
eous and full of goodness, but 1nwardly
was full of corruption.

This pharisaical deceitfulness is still
being carried on in the world today
as it was then; and will continue until
the coming of Christ at the last day.
But a regenerated child of God — one
who has been born again and made a
new creature in Christ, and has tasted
of the grace of God — the free grace,
has first been made to see himself in-
wardly, and what a sinful state he is
in. The Pharisee was self-righteous, and
thought himself to be something, but
the publican could not even look toward
heaven and pray, for he could only
pray, “Lord be merciful to me a sin-
ner.” He knew that in his flesh he
was nothing, even less than nothing, as
the Apostle Paul did.

I trust that these thoughts will be
of some comfort to.the dear children
of God, who are so dear to my heart.

A sinner in need,
Larry Hale '

“IT WAS A BLESSING”

218 Shad Point Road,
Salisbury, Maryland

Dear Editors:

I have enjoyed the Signs of the Times
so very much this Summer that I want-
ed you to know how much they have
meant to me, '

So many of the letters and editorials
express my feelings and belief, but I
cannot find words to express them so
well. I enjoyed Brother McCall’s letter.
The first time I went to a meeting of
the Covenanted Baptist Church, I spent
two wonderful nights. in: his mother’s
home. The boys were such lovely sons,
and so kind to their mother’s guests.
It was heartwarming to read his ex-
perience. It was good to read Elder



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 5

Griffin’s answers to the questions he
had been asked; and Elder Lambert’s
‘Editorial said so many things I have
felt. for a long time.

‘I. have been dreadfully tired this
Summer, and find that when I am not at
work, I must rest more than ever be-
fore; but have decided it has been a
blessing, as I have spent more time
reading and meditating. I have found
my mind going back to thé dear ones I
have been blessed to know and visit
with, and how very thankful I am for
each one. It seems as they grow older,
and nearer the end of their time in
this world, their God and Church means
more and more to them. This is a great
comfort as we travel along.

One morning I awoke with the words
of Paul in my mind, and could not rest
- until I read 2 Timothy 4:7,8: “I have
fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith ; Hence-
forth- there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness which the Lord the
righteous judge shall give me at that
day; and not for me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing.” O,
may the Lord bless me with that as-
surance when it comes my time to leave
this world.

In the Summer, because of my work,
I only get to meetings every other Sun-
day, but the ones I have attended the
preaching has been so good, and the
brothers and sisters so dear to me, 1
have felt it was a taste of Heaven. I
know from experience that this condi-
tion cannot last, but T am so thankful
for this season of rejoicing He has
blessed me with.

Pray that I may be kept ever mindful
of His goodness and mercy.

Ethel Holloway

A STUDENT OF ELDER CURRY'’S
Andalusia, Alabama
Dear Elder Spangler:

P’ve thought for sometime of writing
you about how I enjoy reading the

Signs. The letters are very comforting
in this age of so much unrest and cor-
ruption. I get very upset at times, but
a small voice tells me, “Be still, God is
still at the helm, and He makes no mis-
takes.” It is beyond my understanding
that God is so long-suffering, to allow
the world to be as it is, but in my heart
I know it is his will.

I enjoy all the letters from the Elders
and other brethren and sisters, but the
re-print of Elder H. M. Curry was very
precious to me. I had a sister who taught
with him for seven years at school near
Sellers; and I was a student of his for
two years, and I thought he was the
most learned man I ever knew, and he
was blessed of God in his preaching.

We were disappointed that you were
not at our association this year. We were
blessed with good preaching, and meet-
ing brethren and sisters from other
associations. And there were many who
love our faith, but for reasons have not
asked for membership. My dear sister,
Gladys Van der Honing is one of these.
She has been sick for some time and hasg
to be very quiet; so if you find time,
I would appreciate your sending her a
message . . .

If you ever come our way again, please
include Elam Church, Goshen, Alabama
in your visits. '

Sincerely a sister in hope,
Mrs. Fred A. Horton

HIS BLESSINGS COME
IN MANY WAYS

15514 South Brentwood Street,
Channelview, Texas

Elder E. B. Ault,
Rt. 2, Box 23,
Weslaco, Texas

Dear Brother Ault:

I thought I would try to write you to-
night but my mind seems to be blank.
I am made to wonder sometimes if there
is anyone like me,.

T would like to tell you of the joy that
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was given my poor soul last first Sun-
day (November) at the meeting here at
Shepherd Fold Church. Your and Broth-
er Fleet’s presence was uplifting. I en-
joyed your prayer and sermon very
much. If you wondered why I request-
ed you to offer prayer at the opening
of the services, Well, my mind was car-
ried back to the time when a dear sister
of mine was on her death bed with
cancer, and you were asked to offer
brayer; you were blessed with one of
the sweetest prayers I ever heard. And
again during visits with us at Shepherd
Fold I felt that you were sent to us at
the appointed and right time. During
one of these visits you were asked to
offer prayer. Well, I’ll tell you that these
prayers are still in this poor sinner’s
heart. If these things are not a part
of the experience of a wayfaring pilgrim
in a waste howling wilderness and desert
land, then this poor writer is lost.

I read some of your experiences in
an old Signs of the Times awhile back;
it was about your preaching old Brother
Bowden’s funeral. I was given to great-
ly rejoice in the way you were taken
out of the miry clay, and were given to
write in the Spirit and with power from
on high. I tell you Brother Ault, we
poor sinners are most certainly blessed
by an all wise God and the precious blood
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, to have
you ministering brethren. Brother Hay-
good, after Brother Fleet and yourself
minigtered to us of the Great I Am, it
made the Saints to march on, or rather
to press on towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

I hope this finds you and family well;
and hope to see you again soon, and
that the Lord will be with you in your
journeys wherever they may take you.
Write me when you have a mind.

In bonds of Christian love,
James T. Lindsey

(We have been singularly drawn to the
writings of Elder H. M. Curry ever since we
began reading the re-publication of them in
the Advocate of Truth, (which was published

by the late Elders J. R. Hardy, J. C. Sikes,.
H. B. Jones, and others at the turn of the
century for about fifteen years.) Three bound
volumes of these were given us by Sister
Hardy two or three years ago, and we have
found the reading of them most profitable
doctrinally and historically. We find that most
of Elder Curry’s articles were published in the
Signs of the Times probably as they were
written.

The above reference to Elder Curry by sis-
ter Horton was very interesting to us; as
was the following contained in a letter from
Elder Eldon A. Huchison, of Hamilton, Ohio:

“I read with nostalgic interest the reprint
of Elder Hugh H. Curry’s article The City
Without A Temple. At the time of writing
this article, Elder Curry was pastor of the
Lebanon Old School Baptist Church, and a
student and instructor at Lebanon Normal
University, a great educational institution,
largely patronized by Old School Baptists.
Quite a number of our ministers were stu-
dents at Lebanon,

“Elder Curry was the tutor of a young man
from eastern Tennessee, who later became one
of our greatest Secretary of State, viz., Cor-
dell Hull. Cordell Hull used to go with Elder
Curry to his three other churches in that
area, viz., Tapscott, Mt. Pleasant (my home
church), and Bethel. The last time I saw Cod-
dell Hull was. in 1927 when he came back for
a “Normalite” reunion. At that time 1 was
on the faculty of Wilmington College, as the
two institutions had merged. I recall the very
interesting visit I had with Mr. Hull, as I
was at that time, in addition to my duties as
Professor of History and Political Science,
the pastor of Mt. Pleasant and Lebanon.,

“Elder Curry was doubtless one of the most
forceful exponents of the gospel of any mini-
ster to be found when he was at the peak of
his spiritual, physical and mental power. The
stamp of Lebanon is to be observed in his
writings — of course above all else is the
stamp of the Holy Spirit. His membership
remained at Lebanon until death.”

We were glad to receive these most interest-
ing accounts, for we have not found anything
of Elder Curry’s life and experience in any
of our reading. Elder Curry was a forceful
writer, with the ability to express clearly
what he saw in the subject he was considering.
He was not timid in expressing the truth,
and his writing shows that he was firmly es-
tablished in the doctrine of God our Saviour.
We expect to re-publish more of his writings,
the Lord willing. — J. D. W.)

SKEWARKEY UNION

The next session of the Skewarkey Union is
appointed to be held, the Lord willing, with
Williams Church, Edgecombe County, N. C.
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the 5th Sunday in January, 1965. The meeting
house is located 2 miles north of Leggetts,
N. C. Take highway 44 north one mile, turn
left on first black top road. Elder W. E. Grimes
was chosen to preach the Introductory Sermon,
with Elder D. B. Handy, alternate.

We invite all brethren and friends to come
and worship with us.

Elmer B. Peele, Clerk

STAUNTON RIVER UNION

The next session of the Staunton River
Union is to be held, the Lord willing, with
Cane Creek Primitive Baptist Church, the 5th
Sunday and Saturday before in January, 1965.

The meeting house is located on Highway
726, near Ringgold, Va. All lovers of the truth
are invited to meet with us.

Fannie D. Wiles, Clerk

UPPER COUNTRY LINE UNION

The next session of the Upper Country Line
Union is appointed to be held with Bush Arbor
Church the fifth Sunday in January, 1965, on
Sunday only. The meeting house is located
on Highway 62, nine miles South of Yancey-
ville, N. C.; about sixteen miles North of
Burlington, N. C.

All lovers of the truth are invited.

Earl S. Rudd, Clerk

BLACK CREEK UNION

The next session of the Black Creek Union
is appointed to be held with the church at
01d Beaulah, Johnson County, N. C. the fifth
Sunday in January and Saturday before.

The meeting house is located about one mile
and one-half West of Rt. 301, between Kenly
and Micra. Those going south, turn right at
Bagley, and those going north, turn left.

All who have a mind to attend are cordially
invited.

Eli T. Smith, Clerk

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INDIGENT FUND

(To November 1, 1964)

Mrs. James Mason, Va...occenns
Mildred Finigan, Md
Mrs. J. P. Fallen, La
Mrs. John Lingle, Mich.......cooeeiimvenneece.
Mrs. Robert Wagner, Pa .

Roy S. Thomas, Del
Elmer Hastings, Md
Gift, A Friend, Va
Mrs. Edgar Adking, Md.....ococoiciiicnnnn

Danville, Virginia January, 1965
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EDITORIAL

A NEW YEAR AND A NEW VOLUME

It is time again to address our readers
at the beginning of another New Year,
and of the 133rd volume of the Signs
of the Times. What the Signs means
to each individual is best known unto
himself, and his praise and thanks
should properly be given unto Him who
has sustained its publication for these
many years. He that believes and re-
joices in the principles upheld in the
Signs should thank his God for this
unspeakable gift. As for ourselves, your
editors trust that they are thankful for
the part they have, by the Lord’s bless-
ing and enabling grace, in sending
“o00d news from a far country” each
month to many who express themselves,
with Solomon, that it is “as cold waters
to a thirsty soul.”

We are concerned that the Signs con-
tinues to contend for the same princi-
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ples on which it was founded; and es-
pecially to emphasize them in these
days of apostasy of many concerning
these principles. As we mellow with the
years, we feel perhaps more firmly set-
tled in these things that they are ac-
cording to “thus saith the Lord.” In
our conscience we have no place for
half-truths, for we know that to allow
a little leaven to work among — not in,
for that is impossible — the sacred
principles of doctrine of God our Sav-
iour, and pass the resulting muddle off
as unspotted, is to approve cunningly
devised fables.

In the Scriptures there are many
things we are admonished to beware
of ; and those who are exercised of the
Spirit in these things, are deeply con-
cerned about the present state of Zion.
No one can deny that many innovations
in doctrine and order are current and
are being ardently advocated, so that
“to us belongeth confusion of faces”
now as much as it ever did in Israel. It
is quite disturbing to hear it said, and
widely publicised, that certain things
are Primitive Baptist doctrines, when,
as a matter of fact, a portion of it is
far from being in line with those who
were originally known as Primitive or
0Old School Baptists. One has only to
look at the records of the early days
of the Signs of the Times, to find what
Primitive Baptists then believed; and
then to trace the beginnings of strange
ideas — ideas foreign to those early
Primitives — which from time to time
were incubated by some members of the
churches who were not indoctrinated,
and by whom some things which were
hard to be understood were not believed,
and who felt that they needed to be
improved upon. Here are the beginnings
of divergent points of doctrine: origi-
nated by some in the churches, and find-
ing a following they either left or were
held in non-fellowship for heretical
teachings; and their growth is unto the
present, and in many cases under the
name of Primitive Baptists.

Many have taught that predestina-
tion, in all its inclusive meaning, was

the brain-child of Elder Gilbert Beebe

and others of his time. This is not true.
Elder Beebe believed and bodily wrote
and preached this doctrine as being
apostolic; but he was not the author of
it, for, over the centuries this doctrine
has been taught and believed, from the
days of the Apostles until this very mo-
ment. And in our opinion expresses what
should be expressed of the purposes
and decrees of God: and this is what
the Signs was founded upon.

Again, some just can’t be satisfied
with the gospel as being the power of
God unto salvation, in all its parts, both
now and hereafter; with all the bless-
ings we receive at the hand of God
being unmerited and unearned. Obedi-
ence ig often used as a “catch-word” to
promote a semblance of creature con-
trolled ability after regeneration. But
our understanding is that we are in
Christ Jesus, and consequently new
creatures in him; yet we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that we
may know that the excellency of the
power is of God, and not of us. It is
the experience of every heir of God that
he knows that every good thought, and
every act of obedience to the commands
of Christ, is by the enabling grace
given him; that it is by God working
both the will and the to do in him; and
that the grace of God that brings salva-
tion teaches his people that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, they
should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in this present world. The fact
that they are blessed to do these things,
is proof that the grace of God has mani-
fested His salvation in them. Were it
otherwise, and under the control of the
creature, why should we, with the
apostle, do the things we would not?
and find ourselves unable to do the
things we would? Why are we poor and
afflicted, and troubled on every side,
and have to bear about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus? We ask the
reason why, and must leave the answer
to every man’s conscience:

Then again, there are divisions, often
senseless divisions from our viewpoint,
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in which :some sieze a point of differ-
ence among brethren and capitalize on
it; but which could be settled easily,
if the flesh did not get the upper hand.
In some cases somebody desiring leader-
ship, does not listen to reason, much
less act with brotherly love, and seems
to have no remorse of conscience that
brethren are torn asunder.

These are two or three things among
others which should give spiritually
minded brethren much to prayerfully
congider at this time when it may be
said that we traditionally review the
past, and look forward to the future.

If the Lord should be pleased to lay

to the hearts of all involved in con-
tradictions, and bring home to them
the power of such scriptures as the
following, we would see brethren deal-
ing differently with each other; and each
would rather be stepped upon, than to
see the body of Christ bruised and bat-
tered: ' ' ‘
" “These six things doth the Lord
hate: yea, seven are an abomination un-
to him: A proud look, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood. An
heart that deviseth wicked imagina-
tions, feet that be swift in running into
mischief, a false witness that speaketh
lies, and he that soweth discord among
brethren.” (Proverbs 6:16-19) And,
“Who is a wise man and endued with
knowledge among you? let him shew
out of a good conversation his works
with meekness of wisdom. But if ye
have bitter envying and strife in your
hearts, glory not, and lie not against the
truth. This wisdom descendeth not from
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.
For where envying and strife is, there
is confusion and every evil work. But
the wisdom which is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to
be entreated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteous-
ness is sown in peace of them that make
peace.” (James 3:13-18)

We want to express our appreciation
to all the brethren and friends who have
contributed in any way in helping us to

keep the paper coming to them, and
solicit their continued support. We know
that the paper reaches many shut-ins,
and many who are unable to attend
their meetings due to distance, or lack
of transportation ; to these and all others
we desire to say that our prayer is that
the Lord may continue to remember
them in mercy, and give them all need-
ed grace to continue with patience the
race that is set before them, that they
may ever look unto Jesus the author
and finisher of their faith. And in the
vicigsitudes of life that they may have
grace, as in the language of Paul, to
“Be careful for nothing; but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.” (Phillippians 4:6,7)

To our fellow laborers, may the Lord
keep us humble in the midst of the
many blessings we have in going in and
out before the brethren, and in spite
of our being lifted up in Spirit, that
we may not think of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think; and
surely not to act as if we were lords
over God’s people, and arbiters of every
question. We know that none of us are
qualified by nature for any position in
the church, and that we are what we
are only by the grace of God. It is good
for us if we are sometimes sorely
brought to question whether we are in
the matter at all. The gifts of our Lord
do not exalt one brother above another,
but the flesh often does; and this is the
origin of most troubles.

" To the brethren in general, may we
each remember that it is by God’s grace
that we are what we are; and that we
have nothing but what we have re-
ceived. We are different from nominal
professors because He has made the
difference. There is no place in the
church for elevated ones, for all have
the same identical standing in Christ.
The most humble one is more Christ-
like in his walk and conversation.

As editors, we have more to be con-
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cerned with than may appear. As said
above, we do not want to publish any-
thing which is, in our judgment, un-
sound, nor anything of local distur-
bances; and we have to screen these
should we receive them. Sometimes we
receive writings which we do not con-
sider to be of enough general interest
to our readers for us to publish them;
that is, things which have little or no
bearing on christian experience. And
sometimes we received articles which
are entirely too lengthy for a paper
such as the Signs; and it is found that
articles which have to be continued, are
seldlom pursued satisfactorily. We
would like to publish letters, articles,
obituaries, etc., soon after we receive
them, but this we cannot often do, and
have to hold them for space in the paper,
for the opportunity to edit them, and
type for the printer. We always give
priority to notices of meetings, etc., if
we receive them five weeks before pub-
lication date in which they should ap-
pear. Those who use the typewriter will
help us if they double space the lines.
We write this paragraph not to dis-
courage any from writing, for the con-
tinuation of the Signs depends upon
their writings, and the interest the
brethren and friends take in the paper;
but to mention some of the problems
we sometimes have.

Finally brethren, may the Lord con-
tinue his grace to all of us in the days
and months to come; give us a deeper
sense of how great is His mercy to-
wards us; give us to be concerned as
to each other’s welfare; and bless us
to contend only for those things he has
delivered to us, and oppose all things
contrary, that He may have all the
praise forever.

J. D. W.

EDITORIAL
ASSOCIATIONS OF CHURCHES
Two hundred years ago seven church-
es formed themselves into what is
known as the KEHUKEE ASSOCIA-
TION at a meeting house called “Kehu-
kee” near Kehukee Creek, in Halifax

County, North Carolina. This was in
the year 1765 according to Hassell’s
Church History. Since this year, 1965,
is the bi-centennial year of this AS-
SOCIATION ; we are impressed to write
a short editorial upon the subject of
ASSOCIATIONS OF CHURCHES. We
shall endeavor to treat upon the aims of
our forefathers in forming these church-
es into associations and to point out the
necessity of conducting such associa-
tional meetings in such manner that
the churches will retain their Seriptu-
ral position as the highest ecclesiastical
organizations. We shall consider associa-
tions as creatures of the churches and
shall warn against these creatures at-
tempting to discipline and to set them-
selves above their creators. Seven
Churches of Asia were written to by
John. Seven churches originally adopted
what is now known as the London
Confession of Faith in abridged form
in 1643. (Hassell Church History, see
Page 663) There were seven elders in
the twelve churches constituting the
Sulphur Fork Association of Texas in
1845 at Providence Church, Mount
Vernon, Texas. Let us now leave the
historical phase and immediately exam-
ine the purposes of these associations.

One of the aims in forming associa-
tions of churches is that personal ac-
quaintance and contact might be en-
larged to include a larger circle of
brethren than would be probable with
a single church in a neighborhood. It
is as a good result of associations that
thousands often meet together from
different states to worship God in uni-
son, and to become acquainted with
many new brethren embracing sove-
reign grace principles. Our aim is to
embrace more in our fellowship instead
of trying to reduce the number. Our
aim is to further unite rather than to
divide; add to instead of cutting off;
and, to be for one another rather than
being against.

Paul said, “Be of the same mind one
toward another. Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estate.
Be not wise in your own conceits.”
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(Romans 12:16) “Now I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no di-
visions among you; but that ye be pre-
fectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment.” (1 Cor. 1:-
10) “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-
minded, having the same LOVE, being
of one accord, of one mind.” (Phil. 2:2)
David said, “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity.” (Psalms 133:1) The
number TWO has been considered by
some as being accursed as it is the
first departure from unity. Only God
who makes men’s heart’s can unite them.,
Whoever God joins together in this di-
vine love can never be separated by the
cunning craftiness of men without caus-
ing unhappiness and misery because of
such separation. United we stand; divid-
ed we fall. All who possess the spirit of
God’s love are as harmless as doves.
Doves live, feed, and fly by companies.
Doves desire unity; and it was the dove
that would not leave Noah’s ark. (Gen.
8:9) We must warn against these
wolves who have come in among us, as
well as the foxes who have crept into
our numbers, who care not for the
flock. They connive with their plots,
schemes, tricks, and “Legal justifyings”
to handle churches as if they were the
judges, lawgivers, and kings. They will
band themselves together to annihilate
churches and ministers. A whole psalm
was written against this sin. Read the
entire 83rd Psalm. The 12th verse is
the expression of their central desire.
“Who said, Let us take to ourselves the
houses of God in possession.” Those
who plot together to cut off churches
from the union of churches “take craf-
ty counsel against thy people, and con-
sulted against thy hidden ones. They
have said, COME, AND LET US CUT
THEM OFF FROM BEING A NA-
TION.”

It is comforting to know that the
Lord is the one to take vengeance on
them. The Psalmist asked the Lord to
“Fill their faces with shame.” The Lord

created the wicked for the day of evil,
and created the waster to destroy. He
will fight our battles for us against
our enemies in His way with that which
He hath designed for the work of ven-
geance, True brethren do not need to
waste time in warring with false breth-
ren for if God be for us none can suc-
cessfully come against us. He will de-
liver us from their clutches. We do not
need to defend ourselves but use the
time and talents in pressing on toward
the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing in Jesus Christ. We shall press for
the unity of TRUE brethren. We realize
that when these false brethren have
done their dirty work they will separate
themselves from us and go out from
us, as the CHIEF Shepherd does His
mighty work in protecting the sheep
from the wolves and foxes.

Another aim is to encourage inter-
communion of churches. Churches form-
ed in such associations write letters to
the other churches giving such infor-
mation as each church may think pru-
dent for the good and welfare of the
union. This inter-communication so links
the churches together that brethren
composing one church feel free to com-
mune with the churches so linked to-
gether. We know that all members of
the church universal are all the saved,
and that Christ is the only Head, and
the Church is His Body. (See Eph.
1:22-283 & Collosians 1:18-24) The
church militant is composed of all the
saints now on earth. The invisible
church is all the Elect not yet called. A
particular church is a society of be-
lievers called out of the world who have
bonded themselves together, to be guid-
ed and governed by discipline agreeable
to the laws of Christ as given in the
New Testament.

Another purpose of associational
meetings is to bring together the dif-
ferent gifts in the ministry in order
that they may preach together and hear
one another feeding the children of God
with a variety of spiritual food. Many
say they enjoy associational meetings
because they are privileged to hear dif-
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ferent ministers from the different sec-
tions of the country in different man-
ners proclaiming the same gospel truth.
1t is indeed a blessing to be convinced
that all these ministers have been
brought up in the same School and have

had as their teacher; — God, the
Father: God, the Son; and, God, the
Holy Ghost.

Associational meetings are heavenly
when so many voices can be blended
together in singing the songs of Zion
in the spirit and God-given understand-
ing, having their voices mellowed by
the Love of God bringing them into
the joys of Zion. It is wonderful to make
new acquaintances and to visit so many
who embrace the same sovereign grace
principles which is our food and drink.
It is wonderful to talk on the Scriptures
together in smaller companies in the
homes of the neighborhood .in which
the associational meeting is held. It
is enjoyable to feel the warm welcome
extended to us in these homes and to
partake of the kind hospitalities so lov-
ingly given us by the occupants of these
homes.

When we see so many people together
to worship God it inspires and encoura-
ges those who have been made to feel
that there are only a very few of us,
and that it will not be long until there
will be none of us left. I have heard
people say at such meetings: “Old Bap-
tists are not all dead as some would
have us believe.” It is encouraging when
you are made to know that the Lord has
reserved unto himself many more than
you thought existed.

Interlinking of God’s people by the
method of associational correspondence
is a blessing when we are blessed to
extend the chain rather than break any
of these links. I will here quote the
body of a corresponding letter which I
wrote several years ago — which is
yet my conscientious convictions and
yearning desires relative to associational
correspondence: “Dearly Beloved
Brethren: — We are bound to give
thanks unto God for you, brethren, be-
catse our drooping spirits have been re-

vived by the presence of so many of
you who compose the membership of

the several associations with whom we
correspond. We have been greatly re-
freshed by the coming of your lovely
and friendly correspondence. We appre-
ciate your elders whom God hath en-
dowed with His Holy Spirit to preach
unto us salvation by grace through
faith in the complete work of God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in saving
His Elect Family. Our aching hearts
have been renewed while we are blessed
to drink together from the fountain
that springs up into everlasting life.”

“We are bound to thank God for this
medium of fellowship granted us
through associational correspondence.
This chain of correspondence hag united
in one body many of our people from
different states covering hundreds of
miles. May God enable us to appreciate
this grand blessing to the extent that
we be given to watch and pray and so
conduct ourselves that this chain will
not be broken — but rather exténded.
May God keep us together and at one-
ancther’s feet. May this letter bear to
you love and fellowship. We covet a
continuation of your correspondence and
vigitations.”

All of these objectives heretofore
mentioned, together with the practice
of the apostles and apostolic churches
writing to the churches and brethren,
would certainly commend general meet-
ings when we consider their visitations
among the churches. Brethren and
churches then desired to learn of the
welfare of others as well as to inform
others of their own welfare. Letters
were written then and sent by messen-
gers to each other. This would not be
a departure from apostolic practice to
have associational meetings regularly
scheduled provided that messengers
would not attempt any disciplinary ac-
tion in dealing with any church or mem-
ber. Associations have no Bible authori-
ty to deal in any manner ‘disciplining
churches or members. Since the church
is the only organized body sanctioned
by the Bible, and any other society
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or combination of men would be with-
out Scriptural authority; then associa-
tions constituted to be continuous exist-
ing bodies must be un-scriptural. Since
we are all forgetful creatures, Old Bap-
tists should be often reminded that
there is no Bible authority for any
formally organized association of God’s
people other than the church itself; and
because of this, no organized association
of churches can be properly considered
as a standing organization which is to
be held sacred. Churches are continuous
bodies; associations are not. When we
refer to “Our Moderator” between ses-
sions of associations when speaking of
the one who presided over the last as-
sociational meeting, we are sanctioning
the idea that we do believe there is
some other permanent Christian organi-
zation other than the church. When the
associational meeting ends the duty of
the moderator ends. When the churches
meet again in an associated capacity,
they are obligated to re-organize for
that session. We enjoy visiting these
associations, not for the sake of these
humanly organized bodies, but for the
wonderful heavenly privilege they pro-
vide, for the general assembling of the
Saints of God, for the sole purpose of
worshipping God, and associating with
one another.

Have we departed from the steps of
our forefathers in the use of associa-
tions? This is a vital question. We
should ascertain the answer by exami-
nation. The church cannot confer au-
thority to any one or ones to act in its
behalf. Christ is its only representative.
Question 1, Do you have a copy of the
Articles of Faith, Constitution, Rules of
Decorum, Church Covenant, and copies
of minutes of preceedings of the church
of your membership? Question 2, Do
you have copies of the Constitution,
Articles of Faith, Rules of Decorum,
and proceedings of the Association in
which your church is catalogued as a
member? If your answer be NO to ques-
tion 1 and YES to question 2:it will
show that a greater regard is shown
toward the ' association than to the

church of your membership. Question 3,
Has the church of your membership by

an act of the church barred any church
or minister from your affiliation in the
past several years? Question 4, Has
the association barred any church or
minister within the past several years
which has affected the affiliation of
the church of your membership? If
your answer be NO to question 3 and
YES to question 4 it will show that
your messengers have acted beyond
their authority and that you respect
your association more than the church
of your membership. Question 5, Has
the church of your membership de-
sired to invite certain ministers to
preach to you but because of some ac-
tion of the association unauthorized by
the churech of your membership, you
are afraid to invite? If your answer
to this question be YES; then, you are
allowing the association to infringe on
your internal rights and to bring you
into its bondage. Question 6, Have you
ever had a church to seek affiliation
with your church and a host of your
membership would say to them, “We
all have fellowship for you but you must
present the matter to the association
when it convenes”; and, you do not
take any action upon the matter and
make no recommendation to the associa-
tion in your letter in order that mes-
sengers from other churches may pre-
sent this matter to their churches? If
this be the way you handle the mat-
ters, you are supporting the idea that
messengers making up the association
are to be the executive board to govern,
discipline, and regulate church affilia-
tion and fellowship. I cannot believe that
our forefathers who first organized
such meetings meant that they should
be used in this manner. They were
aware of the fact that it could easily
lead to this. Therefore, safeguards were
well written in their first organizations
of associations with the hopes of pre-
venting such unscriptural use. We have
before us the Constitution of the Sul-
phur Fork Primitive Baptist Association
of churches. We shall quote these safe-
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guards as written by our forefathers
in forming this association: — “CONS-
TITUTION . . . 8. The members thus
chosen and convened shall not have
power to lord it over God’s heritage,
nor shall have any ecclesiastical power
over any of the churches, nor shall they
infringe on any of the internal rights
of any of the churches of the union . ..
11. We believe that all societies or com-
binations of men, professing for their
object the promotion of God’s kingdom,
for the spiritual good of men, except the
Church of Christ are unauthorized by
the Word of God, and are a fruitful
source of contention and strife. Such
as Foreign and Domestic Societies,
Bible Tracts, Sabbath Schools, and
State Conventions, all of which we be-
lieve are unscriptural and un-Christian
in the origin, operation, and tendency;
and as such we will not fellowship . . .”

It is worse to esteem associations
higher than the church than to approve
of auxiliaries within the church. Ques-
tion 7, When you travel abroad and you
arc guestioned by Old Schoo! or Primi-
tive Baptists relative to your religious
affiliation, What is your answer??? If
your answer be that you are a member
of a certain association, you either es-
teem your association higher than your
church, or, there has been more effort
and expense used to make the actions
of your association prominent rather
than your church. When you give such
answer you- are aiding the idea that
there is some other Christian organiza-
tion that is perpetual and continuous in
its operations other than the church.
Question 8, Do you think it necessary
that your church belong to an associa-
tion?? If your answer be YES you aid
the idea that the church of your mem-
bership is somewhat dependent upon
someone other than Jesus Christ as its
Head.

I am convinced that associational
meetings are a blessing to God as long
as churches are blessed to use them
as tools for the promotion of bringing
more and more of the Lord’s little ones
into affiliation of one-another. I am

convinced that associations become a
curse when they begin investigating,
dropping, disciplining, not receiving, and
barring from fellowship, churches who
have had membership with them. I am
convinced that as wealth is a blessing
as long as it serves you and becomes
a curse when you become its servant:
so is an association a blessing as long
as churches use it, but becomes a curse
when it uses the churches as its ser-
vants.

Associations are without scriptural
authority to settle difficulties. If dif-
ficulties arise in a particular church let
us look to the Scriptures which contains
the “ONLY RULE OF FAITH AND
PRACTICE.” If after much fasting,
prayer, meditation, and study of the
Scriptures; a satisfactory solution can-
not be reached, let us, then, call upon
a sister church or churches to come and
sit with us to aid us in counsel and
advice. If the solution is not reached
after all this, WHERE ELSE CAN WE
GO BUT TO THE LORD? We must
patiently wait for His deliverance. Do
not disturb the peace of an associational
meeting with problems which you to-
gether with the combined efforts of
sister churches cannot settle. Do not
turn your back upon a sister church who
is in trouble. True churches of Christ
mourn when they are in trouble. Do
not tell them that they are in “dis-
order,” and because of this, you cannot
affiliate with them. This is the proper
time for you to mourn with those who
mourn. Do not leave them to themselves
because of this disturbance. They need
your helping hand. They need the cares-
ses of your love and the manifestation
of your fellowship more then than be-
fore. When the peace of a particular
church is disturbed, it is sick. It is in
need of your loving care. If a member
of that body is afflicted do not tell the
body that we will have nothing more to
do with you until you cut this member
off. This would be like telling a loved
one who hag an afflicted arm that you
will not come to visit him until he has
his arm removed. Associations some-
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times quickly cut off affiliation and cor-
respondence even without a due course
of labor in order to save in fellowship,
just over rumors and mis-understand-

ings. These things ought not to be and
are unauthorized in the testimony of
the Word of God.

Dear Readers: I make this personal
appeal to you: My soul has been on its
knees for a long time. I go groaning,
moaning, and sighing, as a lone pilgrim
in a weary land. I am waiting, praying,
and watching. I crave to get a letter
from each and everyone of you whose
hearts have been melted and softened in
the furnace of afflictions. I deeply de-
sire the sweet comradeship of true
friends. I want to dwell with friends
who do not render harsh judgment
against each other. I want the comrade-
ship of a people who will not hold my
sins against me. I confess that my sins
are many and that my mistakes are
great. I admit that I am weak and do
not know how to walk perfectly and
have erred many times. I am seeking
the friendship of the citizens of Zion
who really forgive. I want to walk with
a people who — “Serve in the newness
of the Spirit, and not in the oldness of
the letter.” (Romans 7:6) I want the
correspondence of those whose theme
is: The Sovereign Power of God’s Ever-
lasting Love Through Jesus Christ Our
Lord and Redeemer. I have prayed for
deeper convictions, richer experience,
stronger faith, brighter hope, and more
fervent charity; but I was perplexed
when I found I must go through greater
tribulations and persecutions in answer
to my prayer. May we rejoice together
in many more associational meetings
here and finally climax it in that Eter-
nal Session of Heaven’s ASSOCIATION.
Cast a mantle of charity to cover my
many mistakes I may have made in this
Article. Before you lay this aside,
please, get an envelope and address it
to:

E. J. Lambert
306 Richardson
Winnsboro, Texas

VOICES OF THE PAST
“He being dead yet speaketh”

1 PETER IIL 21.

“The like figure whereunto, even bap-
tism, doth also now save us, (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the answer of a good conscience to-
ward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.”

We have in these words a clear state-
ment of the meaning and design of bap-
tism. It is stated to be a figure of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, and its design is, not to purify
either the body from outward defile-
ment or the conscience from sin, but
that a good conscience may thus give
answer outwardly to the work of God
wrought in the heart. A good conscience
is one which has been cleansed through
faith by the application of the blood of
Christ, which alone can purify from all
sin,

We have in this text, first, a refuta-
tion and condemnation of the perver-
sion which nearly all professing chris-
tendom has made of the ordinance of
baptism, viz., that it is essential to sal-
vation, in the sense that by baptism
souls are regenerated and made fit to be
heirs of glory. When vital godliness dies
out of any people there straightway
comes in formality and ritualism of
various sorts, and salvation comes to be
no longer ascribed to the death and res-
urrection of Christ for justification; the
new birth of the Spirit is ignored; and
salvation and regeneration are held
forth as the result of baptism or of
other forms and ceremonies. This is
true of Romanists, Episcopalians,
Campbellites, and is also largely true
of Presbyterians and Methodists. Some
teach that baptism is essential to final
salvation, as an act of obedience, and
others teach that baptism is essential
to salvation, not merely as an act of
obedience to God, but because in bap-
tism the soul is regenerated; without
which regeneration no soul can live
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eternally with God. It was the declara-

tion of a Romanist preacher centuries
ago that the wailing cry of the souls of
unbaptized infants is heard throughout
the regions of darkness forever. Such
souls it is asserted are not in hell, nei-
ther can they enter heaven and dwell in
the presence of God, therefore they
roam, without rest or peace, forever in
the regions of darkness. All who believe
in infant baptism feel that they must
have this ordinance attended to before
their children die, else the children will
lack something in that other world to
which had they been baptized they
would have attained. One many years
ago said to us that she had lost one
child by death which had not been
baptized, and she then made a vow
that no other child of hers should die
without baptism. In reply to the ques-
tion, “Why, do you think that your
child was lost?’ she said, “No, but
it lacked something in that world which
baptism would have secured to it.” We
could but say to her, “If your child is
suffering through your neglect, ingtead
of your suffering for it, where is the
justice?”

Because Baptists have always insisted
upon baptism as it is taught in the word
of God, and have condemned sprinkling
or pouring as superstitions of men, and
because they have never received such
sprinklings and pourings as baptism
when members of other professed bodies
of Christians have come to them, it has
been for centuries charged against
them by haters of truth, and believed
by foolish and ignorant men, that they
believe that baptism is essential to sal-
vation. It has not mattered that they
themselves believe and have always
taught the contrary, viz., that salvation
is essential to baptism. Evil-minded men
continue to urge this charge against
them, and foolish men believe it. If
indeed we do believe that baptism must
be received in order to the justification
of the soul and to an entrance into the
world of glory, unless Baptists do not
possess ordinary human sympathy with
their fellow-men, we certainly should

be found urging with all solemnity and
persistence upon all men the necessity
of being baptized; and did we believe
this there would never be any question
asked of any one who came to us asking
baptism; we should only be too much
filled ‘with rejoicing that another had
come asking for that which would save
the -soul. It is not we, as 0Old School
Baptists, who believe and teach that one
must be baptized if he would be saved,
but those who practice sprinkling of
infants, and Campbellites, who practice
immersion.

Old School Baptists could not believe
and teach salvation by ordinances of
any kind, because they do believe and
teach with all their hearts that sal-
vation is alone through the atonement
upon Calvary. They believe that it is the
work of Christ for us that saves, and
in which we are to trust; and not our
work. Baptism by immersion and emer-
sion (into and from) the watery grave
is essential to walking obediently in the
commandments of the Lord, just as to
follow all other commandments which
he has given his people is essential to
obedience. But obedience to the com-
mandments of the Lord does not justi-
fy the sinner, nor secure his abode in
heaven; this is secured to him alone
by the finished obedience of the blessed
Lord. There is no more .salvation in
baptism than there is in any other act
of obedience which we may gladly
render in token of our love to him who
loved us and died for us. We have not
written here of all this with any expec-
tation of gilencing the charges of ig-
norant men to which we have referred,
but that our readers who it may be
have been disturbed by these false as-
sertions, may have somewhat to reply
when they hear such things said.

In the text the apostle uses the ex-
pression, “The like figure whereunto,
even baptism.” Baptism here is assert-
ed by the apostle to be just such a
figure of salvation as was the water of
the flood by which he declares that
Noah and his family were saved. The
waters of the flood then were a figure
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of salvation; baptism is also a figure of
salvation. Let us note that the apostle
here did not say that Noah was saved
from the water of the flood, but by the
water. The ark, into which he was shut,
saved him and all with him from de-
struction by the flood, but here the as-
sertion is that there was a salvation by
the water itself. What was that salva-
tion? It appears to us that it could have
been but one thing, viz., that by the
flood Noah and hig family were sepa-
rated forever from the wicked antedilu-
vian world, or saved from it. The same
flood that saved Noah from the former
wicked world, at which he vexed him-
self and against which he preached
while preparing the ark, was the de-
struction of the world of wicked men.
Noah was by the flood forever sepa-
rated from all his former life, so also
were the people said to be “baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea,”
when they passed over dry shod through
the water standing as walls of brass on
either side, and under the cloud that
hovered over them.

- True, the word “baptism” always
signifies dipping or immersion and
emersion, but here the reference of the
apostle is not so much to the form of
baptism as to the separating work
wrought at the Red Sea, by which all
Israel was forever separated from
Egypt and their former life there, and
were shut up to the leadership of Moses.
“Separated from Egypt, and separated
to Moses.” So Noah was by the water
of the flood separated from the old
world and separated to the new world
that appeared after the flood. All this
was a figure of that salvation which
God works for his people through the
finished work of Christ by his death
and resurrection. They are in like man-
ner (not figure, but in reality) separat-
ed to the Lord and from their former
death in sin and ungodliness. Now bap-
tism is here declared to be just such a
figure of this salvation in Christ as was
the water of the flood. As the antedilu-
vian world became dead to Noah by the
flood, and he to it, so through Christ

believers have become dead to their
former life, and hope, and bondage, and
have been raised up to newness of life,
and now live in a new world, with new
hopes and desires and blessings; and by
the water of baptism they declare this
work to have been wrought in them.

As Noah was saved by the work of
God wrought in him, separating. him
from the ungodly world in spirit and
feeling before the flood came, so are be-
lievers separated from their former life
and love by the work of the Spirit in
their hearts before they receive bap-
tism. Indeed, had not this work been
wrought in the heart of Noah before
the time of the flood, salvation by the
water of the flood could not have been
his. The water of the flood would not
have wrought this righteous principle
in him, and he would have been after
the flood living the life of wickedness
that all the world had been doing before.
So also if righteousness has not been
wrought in the heart of men before
baptism, there has been no real separa-
tion from others, and the water of
baptism is to them but a solemn mock-
ery.

Let us remember that, after all, the
apostle declares that there is a salva-
tion in the figure baptism, but this
salvation is not that salvation which
puts away sin, the filth of the flesh.
The apostle declares that this salvation
is now, but the putting away of sin is
not now; that was accomplished when
Jesus died and rose again; he wag put
to death for our offenses, and was
raised again for our justification. Re-
demption, in the real sense of the word,
was finished when Jesus had finished
the work which God gave him to do,
and was raised again from the dead.
So the apostle here connects baptism
with the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ. “The like figure whereunto,
even baptism, doth also now save us by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

The apostle Paul sets forth the same
great truth which is here declared by
Peter, in Romans vi. 3, 4: “Know ye
not, that so many of us as were bap-
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tized intc Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death; that
like as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.”
Here the meaning of the apostle evi-
dently is that by real heartfelt experi-
ence of death to gin, and life to holiness
and God, we have been baptized into
him, and into his death, and therefore
we are in water baptism buried with
him, and rise therefrom to walk in new-
ness of life. So Peter in the text connects

our water baptism with the resurrection
of Christ. The resurrection of Christ
is his work for us by which we are
saved, while we testify to this work as
having been wrought in us by being
baptized, and this baptism is the an-
swer of a good conscience toward God;
it is our confession of what the Lord

has done for us in the resurrection of
Christ.

Baptlism, then, is a form presenting
a reality; it is a form, but not an un-
meaning form. The ordinances of the
house of God appointed in his word are
all of them filled with meaning. In them
we do not find redemption, or justifi-
cation, or eternal life, but they all testi-
fy of these things. So the supper tells
of Jesus’ body and blood, upon which
we live and by which we are cleansed
from gin. Baptism sets forth three
special things, according to the testi-
mony of the word. In the first place,
it sets forth our faith in the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ for
our justification and redemption. By our
baptism we declare that our hope is in
his work for us, finally finished when
he died, and witnessed to us by his
resurrection from the dead. In the sec-
ond place, in baptism we declare that
it is our hope that we also have become
experimentally dead to sin by the body
of Christ and alive unto holiness. Dy-
ing we are buried, and living again we
rise to walk in this newness of life. And,
in. the third place, as our bodies are

buried in the watery grave, and rise
again from it, we declare that our faith
is that our bodies are included in the
redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and that they shall one day also rise
as did hig crucified body, and be chang-
ed into the likeness of his glorified
body, and so live forever with him. In
these three things are summed up all
the principles of truth contained in the
gospel of the Son of God.

Lastly, baptism is itself a salvation
to all who believe. It does not indeed put
away sin, which is the chief part of sal-
vation, but it does separate us from our
former lives in and of the world in the
sight of all who love God, and indeed in
the sight of all men. We are henceforth
known ag the professed followers of
Christ, as those who henceforth do not
live as others live, in the vanity of their
minds, but as thogse who live in union
with that which pertains to God and
godliness. It is a great help to one who
loves the Lord, and who has in heart
and desire been separated unto the
Lord, to have it known by all that this
is his hope, and it will, we think, be
the testimony of all believers that they
have found a help to resist temptation
after worldliness by the very fact that
they have been baptized in the name
of the Lord. Even the world does not
expect those who have made this con-
fession to live as they did before, or as
the worldly live. There is gain surely
when we know that the world no longer
expects us to run in the way that we
once did; at least we know that in our
early life young friends did not, after
we were baptized upon confession of
our faith, expect us or ask us to join in
many things that they did insist upon
our doing before. We did find in this
sense a salvation in baptism. We doubt
not that many have found it so.

(Editorial by Elder F. A. Chick, De-
cember 1, 1912,

When we read this recently it seem-
ed to open up some things we have often
pondered over, but did not understand.
Hope our readers will enjoy it as much
as we did. — J. D, W.)
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OBITUARIES
JOHN ELMUS LEMONDS

Brother Lemonds was born April 15, 1878,
in Henry County, Tennessee; and wag the son
of Jerome and Annis Lemonds. In 1906 he
married Verne Weaks, who passed away in
1911; then in 1913 he married Julia Toombs.
Brother Lemonds passed away January 31,
1964, making his stay on earth nearly 86 years.

He is survived by his wife and four children;
and fourteen grandchildren, and eight great
grandchildren. Also by one sister, and a host
of friends.

In 1921 he united with the Primitive Bap-
tist Church, and was baptized by Elder H. N.
Oliver. He was appointed Church Clerk at
Beaver Dam in September, 1921, and served
as Clerk until death. He was well known
among the Baptists in this part of the coun-
try; and his home was a gathering place for
many brehtren. He reared a fine family, and
filled a good place in the community where
he lived. The writer spent many nights in his
home. We all miss him, but we feel that our
loss is his gain, for we feel that he fell asleep
in Christ, and is waiting the glorious resur-
rection.

The writer conducted the funeral service at
the funeral home in Paris, Tennessee, trying
to comfort those that mourned by telling of
the wonderful grace of God.

Elder R. L. Biggs

NANNIE LOU STOWE

Sister Nannie Lou Stowe was born Decem-
ber 14, 1871, the daughter of Leroy Payne and
Lucinda Redd Fallen Payne. She departed this
life May 26, 1964.

The following children survive: Mrs. P. G.
Crane, Roy T. Stowe, Clarence and Bernard
Stowe. Surviving also are one sister, Ola
Payne Collins; and one brother, George Payne.

Sister Stowe united with Mt. Ararat Church
in May, 1903, and remained a faithful member
until death. She fell and injured her hip, and
remained in a hospital until the end.

May the Lord comfort her family and loved
ones, and we be blessed to say, “Thy will be
done, O Lord.” The funeral was held at Swice-
good Funeral Home by Elder R. S. Payne and
Mr. Don L. Truitt, and she was laid to rest
in Highland Burial Park. We feel she is
asleep, waiting for that beautiful morning
when she will awake in His likeness.

BE IT RESOLVED, That a copy of this be
sent to the family; one put on our church
records; and one sent to the Signs of the Times
for publication.

Done by order of Mt. Ararat Church.

" Elder Wallis Smith, Moderator
Elder R. 8. Payne, Clerk

MRS. MARY ELIZABETH BAKER

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Baker, of Marion,
Louisiana, was born August 28, 1869, and
passed away at a nursing home October 7,
1964, which made her age more than 95 years.
She lived a long and useful life, and reared
a large family: four sons, Willie, Marion, La.;
John, Marion; Jean, Hamburg, Arkansas; and
Whit, Marion; four daughters, Mrs. Alice
Johnson, Marion; Mrs. Gertie Farrar, Bas-
trop, La.; Mrs. Jesse Reppond, Marion; and
Mrs. Effie Johnson, Crossett, Arkansas. Sur-
viving also are, three brothers: Willie and
Bob Day, of Marion, and Ben Day, of Sacra-
mento, California; and 105 grandchildren; 55
great grandchildren; and 5 great great grand-
children,

Sister Baker joined the Primitive Baptist
Church at old Good Hope Church, near Oak-
land, La., many years ago, to which she was
very actively devoted, and attended as long
as her health permitted. She was held in high
esteem by her dear brethren, and was very
humble and lovely in the faith which. was
gloriously manifested in her actions and coun-
tenance at the meetings and among the breth-
ren. .

May the Lord bless and comfort her dear
family, and all those who mourn her passing.
She is now free from her sufferings, griefs
and sorrows, which she endured so long.

Her funeral was conducted by the writer
and a Missionary Baptist minister, and she
was buried at old Good Hope Church, where
her membership had been so long. There was
a very large congregation of friends present,
and many beautiful flowers, which was a token
of the great respect in which she was held.
Many of the old sacred songs which she loved
were sung at the funeral.

Yours in sweet hope,
R. W. Rhodes

VINUS A. BOWDEN

Several months have gone by since the death
of Vinus A. Bowden at the age of 77 years.
He died December 19, 1963, at a hospital in
Fulton, Ky. after a few days of treatment.
His health had been failing for several months,
but he was up and about his small duties of
home. He had been a farmer, and a small town
merchant, but retired a few years ago. He
was born in Obion County, Tennessee, April
22, 1886, the son of William and Leammie
Bowden. He had lived for years in Dukedom,
Tenn.

He was a strong believer in the doctrine of
God the Father, which embraces God’s fore-
knowledge, predestination, special atonement,
election of grace, etc. He never joined the
church, but was one who was ever present
in the meetings, and had- a great interest and
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love for the truth. His answer was always
“I’'m not fit,” when asked to go to his friends
and tell them what his hope was. We who
heard him tell his hopes and fears, knew his
lovely experience of hope in Jesus as his
Saviour for time and eternity.
Funeral services were held at Dukedom by
Elders O. W. Perkins, and Elder Paul Poyner.
Survivors include his wife, Bessie Bowden;
two sons, Lorenza, of Detroit, Mich.,, and
‘Whitgel, of Dukedom;  and three grand-
children, and two great grandchildren. Also
by one brother, Bonnie Bowden, Dukedom,
Tenn., and many other relatives.
I hope I am indeed a sister in truth, as
well as a. sister-in-law.
Effie Bowden
Benton, Ky.

WILLIAM L. TRIPP

Born in September, 1876, he was called
from his earthly existence May 28, 1962, mak-
ing his age 82 years. He was united in mar-
ridage to the late Mary Smith in February,
1898; and of this union surviving him are,
one son, William L., Jr.; three daughters:
Sister Susie Mae Williams, of the home; Sis-
ter Betsy ‘Avery, Winterville, N. C.; and
Sister Norvella Jackson, Wilmington, N. C.
In 1941 ‘he married Pauline Wilson, and of

thic union aureivine him ora tvwa danohtnes
TNIS UnIgn JuUrviving nim are two Gaugniers,

Patsy and Loretta Tripp. Surviving also are
eight grandchildren, and seventeen great
grandchildren. _

His funeral was conducted in Ayden, N. C.
by his pastor, Elder A. P. Mewborn, and
Elder D. B. Stokes, Jr. »

‘The Lord gave him an experience of grace,
and he was received into the church at Han-
cocks, and baptized into the faith his hope
evidenced.- He was given to know the weak-
ness of man, and his inability to perform that
which the law requires. He was strong in the
knowledge that eternal salvation comes to
God’s children by His abundant mercy alone.
He was blessed to see three of his daughters
members of .the church he loved, and he ex-
pressed his comfort to many of the brethren.
His last days were full of pain, but he ex-
pressed to his pastor several times, his be-
lief that God is able to subdue pain and de-
story it, even as he is able to destroy all
enemies of the church,

We miss him, but would not have him back
to suffer in his carnal existence. Rather, we
join him in the hope he expressed, that he is
resting - in the paradise of God; and we look
with anticipation to the day when Jesus will
descend from Heaven and gather his children
home into that promised land, in which suf-
fering, sorrows, and heartaches cannot enter,
but all shall have peace in the glory of God’s

presence forever.
Done by order of Conference.

Elder A. P. Mewborn, Moderator
Nina B. McLawhorn, Clerk

WALTER D. WILLIAMS, SR.

God, in his infinite wisdom, has seen fit to
remove from our midst our beloved and highly
esteemed brother, Walter D. Williams, Sr. He
died April 18, 1968, at the age of 84. He was
a man of good report: an honor to his family,
his church and his community. He was a lov-
ing and devoted husband and father, and a
true friend and neighbor; and was held in
deep respect by those who knew him.

Brother Williams was a firm and steadfast
believer in salvation by grace; and his godly
walk and conversation in life was proof of
this fact. It was a pleasure to see his beam-
ing face radiate the joy he felt at hearing
the gospel proclaimed. He united with the
church at Hancocks in May, 1917, and was
baptized by Elder George W. Stokes, his pas-
tor. He was a faithful attendant, always fill-
ing his seat until failing health prevented.
He loved his church dearly, and freely con-
tributed to its welfare and upkeep. He was
ordained a deacon of Hancocks Church in May,
1918, an office for which he was well quali-
fied, and he faithfully discharged his duties.

We, the Church, have suffered a great loss,
but feel that our loss is his eternal gain. We
extend our deepest sympathy to the bereaved
family, and pray that God will comfort them.
May His richest blessing be theirs.

His funeral was preached by Elder A. P.
Mewborn, his beloved pastor, assisted by El-
der D. B. Stokes, Jr., and by Elder Joseph
Sawyer. He was then laid to rest, to await the
resurrection, when Jesus is coming to carry
his children home. .

Done by order of Conference.

Elder A. P. Mewborn, Moderator
Nina B. McLawhorn, Clerk

RESCLUTIONS OF RESPECT

It has been the will of our dear Heavenly
Father to call to her eternal rest Sister Laura
Burkhalter. She was born in Queen City,
Texas, November 29, 1873, to George and
Mary Elizabeth Jarmen Burkhalter; and was
married September 11, 1898, to M. F. Burk-
halter. She departed this life at Tipton, Okla-
homa, May 14, 1964.

Her husband, three daughters, and two sons
preceded her in death. Survivors include a son,
E. B. Burkhalter, Tipton, Oklahoma; five
daughters, Mrs. Herman Thompson, Mrs. Tom
Hawley, and Mrs. Huston Russel, of Tipton;
and- Mrs. J. B. Clark and Mrs. Elmer Philips,
both of Braumfield, Texas; and by nineteen
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grandchildren, and thirty great grandchildren;
also by a brother, John Burkhalter, of Pales-
tine, Texas.

Sister Burkhalter was a beloved member of
the church, strong in the faith of a Sovereign
God. She attended meetings regularly as long
as her health permitted. She had many friends,
as evidenced by the lovely floral offerings, and
large attendance at her funeral. In sadness
we wish to bow in humble submission to God’s
holy will, ever looking to Him for mercy and
guidance. To the family and friends, may God
comfort and bless you.

RESOLVED, That a copy of this be filed
with Little Flock Church; a copy be given
the family; and a copy be sent to The Szyns
of the Times for publication.

Done by order of the church June 28, 1964.

Elder C. M. Haygood, Pastor
Ana Stewart, Church Clerk

CHURCH NOTICES

BETHLEHEM CHURCH, Malvern, Ala-
bama, meets each second Sunday at 11 A. M.

* HOPEFUL CHURCH, Ozark, Alabama,
meets each fourth Sunday at 11 A. M.

"NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Slocomb, Alabama, meets each
first Sunday, 11 A. M.

"WRIGHTS’ CREEK CHURCH, Slocomb,
Alabama, meets each fourth Sunday and Sat-
urday before at 11 A. M.

RAMAH CHURCH, Cottonwood, Alabama,
meets each third Sunday and Saturday before
at 11:00 A. M.

NEW PROSPECT CHURCH, meets each
third Sunday at 11 A. M., six miles SE. of
Sulligent, Alabama.

MACEDONIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located one and one-half miles
Southwest of Sulligent, Alabama, meets each
first Sunday at 11 A. M. All lovers of the
truth are invited.

HUBERT R. PRINCE, Pastor
967 Maxey, Memphis, Tenn.
HURTON PITTS, Clerk
Sulligent, Ala.

OLD UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, meets each Saturday before the
fourth Sunday, near Dozier, Alabama.

HARMONY CHURCH, meets each fourth
Sunday at 11 A. M ten mlles SW. of Fayette,
Alabama. . .

ELAM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH,
located two miles North of Goshen, Pike
County, Alabama, meets each second Sunday
at 10:30 o’clock.

J. P. MORGAN, Pastor
A. C. CARTER, Clerk
1335 Avalon Lane,
Montgomery 6, Ala,

LITTLE HOPE CHURCH, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M., ten miles West of
Fayette, Alabama.

EPHESUS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Slocomb, Alabama, meets each third Sunday
and Saturday before. _

E. R. SORRELLS, Pastor

THE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
Pratt City, Alabama, meets every fourth Sun-
day at 11 A. M. Meeting place at Alder Street
at top of hill, first car going into Pratt City
from Birmingham.

H.C. MOON, Pastor

LIBERTY CHURCH, meets each fourth Sun-
day and Saturday before at 11 A. M., eight
miles South of Gordo, Alabama.

0. G. GARVER Pastor

. MT. CARMEL CHURCH,; Coffee Springs,
Alabama, meets each first Sunday 11 A. M.
W. A. WILLIAMS, Pastor

NEW HOPE OLD SCHOOL PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH, near Patmos and about
ten miles South of Hope, Arkansas, meets
each first Sunday at 11 A. M. . .

Ww. W. HUDSON JR., Pastor

REHOBETH OLD S C_H O OL PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH, located five miles North
of El Dorado, Arkansas and half-mile West
of Highway No. 7, meets second Sunday in
each month and Saturday before at 11 A. M.

R. W. RHODES, Pastor
W. A. SPEER, Clerk

WHITE WATER OLD SCHOOL PRIMI-
TIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, located about one
mile Northwest of Tinsman, Arkansas, meets
each fourth Sunday at 11 A. M., and Saturday
before at 2:30 P.. M.

W. A. SPEER, Pastor

HOPEWELL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Stockton, California, meets second
Sundays, 10:30 A. M., at 5620 E. Marsh Street.
All lovers of the truth invited.

T. R. JEFFERSON, PASTOR
Myrtle Tipton, :Clerk
©. 733 Tth St. Hallister, Calif. 95023
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SECLUSIA OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Compton, California, meets each
fourth Sunday at the home of L. W Lang—
well, 12812 8. Williams Street.

WELSH TRACT OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, (the oldest Primitive Baptist Church
in the United States), meets each second Sun-
day at 11 A. M. The meeting house is located
one mile south of Newark, Delaware, just off
of Highway. 896. :
W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor

LITTLE FLOCK CHURCH, Miami, Florida,
meets each first Sunday and Saturday before,
SW. 29th Avenue and 6th Street. We extend
an invitation to any interested to visit us.

MRS. J. M. FUTCH,
7005 . SW. 21st Street,
Miami, Florida

NEW HARMONY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, located near Hiram, Ga., meets
every 1st Sunday at 11 o’clock.

' 0. J. CROKER, Pastor

J. F. JORDAN, Clerk

SALEM OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH,
located at 5th and East Park Street, Weiser,
Idaho, meets each 4th Sunday at 11 o’clock.

-r o +n
Address any \,vuuuuux\,aluuun [

ERNEST J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
FLOSSIE ATTEBERY, Clerk
Rt. 1, Box 202,

Hermiston, Oregon 97838

PLEASANT VALLEY OLD SCHOOL BAP-
TIST CHURCH, Kingman, Kansas. Meets
with Mrs. Verda Machesney, 516 E. Avenue
C, each second month — January, March, ete.
on the first Sunday.

W. A. WINFREY, Pastor

THE LOST CREEK CHURCH OF OLD
SCHOOL PREDESTINARIAN BAPTISTS,
meets first Sunday in each month and Satur-
day before, near Denton, Carver County, Ken-
tucky, ten miles south of Grayson and two
miles from Denton, on Grayson and Denton
Highway. Leave U.S. 60 at Grayson via Hutch-
ins; take gravel road to church.

NEW HOPE CHURCH (better known as
Lick Creek) meets every third Sunday and
Saturday before at 11 A. M., five miles north
of Dawson Springs, Kentucky.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor

THE ZION CHURCH OF PRIMITIVE BAP-
TISTS, Mayfield, Kentucky, meets first Sun-
day each month at 11 A. M., and Saturday be-
fore at 2:30 P. M., on South Tth Street.

: 0. W. PERKINS, Pastor

EBENEZER PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Baltimore, Maryland, meets each
third Sunday at 11 A, M. in the meeting house,
210 E. Madison Street, near Calvert.

W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor

BLACK ROCK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Butler, Maryland, meets each first
Sunday afternoon at three o’clock. Butler is on
Falls Road about twenty miles north of Balti-
more.

JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor

HOPEWELL OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Hopewell, N. J., meets each first
Sunday at 10:30, and Saturday before at 2:30
P. M.

ARTHUR R. WARREN, Pastor
LETHA A. BLACKWELL, Clerk

OLIVE AND HURLEY OLD SCHOOL BAP-
TIST CHURCH, Shokan, N. Y., meets each
2nd Sunday at 1:30 P. M.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor
MRS. NEVA BROOKS, Clerk

. The WARWICK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Warwick, Orange County, New
York, holds monthly services on each fourth
Sunday, from March to, and including, the

wr d1n Nlawanabow Mo cooadlos e mana
fourth Sm.da‘y in November, The MECuIigs ars

at 10:30 A. M. DST.

The MIDDLETOWN AND WALLKILL OLD
SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH, Middletown,
New York, holds monthly services on each
fourth Sunday from April to, and including,
the fourth Sunday in November. Meetings are
at 2 P, M. DST.

EBENEZER OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, New York City, meets every first
and third Sundays at McBurney Branch Y. W.
C. A. 215 W. 23rd Street, corher of 7Tth Ave.
(Elevator to 2nd floor.) 11 A. M.-1:30 P. M.
All visitors are welcome.

A. J. SLAUSON, Pastor

THE WILSON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Wilson, N. C., meets each second
Sunday at 3 P. M., and Saturday evening be-
fore at 7:30 P. M. The location is on the corner
of Green and Jackson Streets.

MRS. BETTIE RICHARDSON, Clerk

LITTLE FLOCK OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Altus, Oklahoma, meets each fourth
Sunday at 10:30 A, M. and Saturday afternoon
before at 2:00 P. M.

C. M. HAGGOOD Pastor
NINA STALLINGS, Clerk
Rt. 2, Box 54

Altus, Okla.



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 23

BIG SPRING CHURCH, Elgin, Oregon,
meets each first Sunday at the home of Sister
Elva Spikes. Address communications to Lloyd
Spikes, Elgin, Oregon.

ERNEST ATTEBERY, Pastor
SPENCER BURCH, Clerk

ROCK SPRINGS OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
meets each first Sunday -at 10:30. The meet-
ing house is located on highway 222, about
one-quarter mile of the Maryland-Pennsylvania
State line.

JOHN D. WOOD. Pastor
CHAS. B. OSBORNE, Clerk
Quarryville, Pa.

SIDELING HILL OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Fulton County, Pennsylvania, meets
each 5th Sunday from May through September,
with all day meeting the 1st Sunday in May;
and meets at Needmore, Pa., on 5th Sundays
from October through April, with all day
meeting the 2nd Sunday in October.

JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor
ORIEN MELLOTT, Clerk
McConnellsburg, Pa.

THE PREDESTINARIAN BAPTISTS, Mem-
phis, Tennessee, meet in the Primitive Baptist
Church, on Andrews Road in Ellendale, about
a block from Highway 70, each Sunday at
10:30 A. M.

H. G. BROWN, Pastor

791 Watson Street

H. R. PRINCE, Ass’t. Pastor
HAROLD TONEY, Clerk

CANE CREEK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, meets each fourth Sunday at 11
A. M., and is located nine miles Southwest of
Martin, Tennessee. All lovers of the truth are
invited.

HUBERT PRINCE, Pastor
967 Maxey, Memphis, Tenn.
J. B. JONES, Clerk
Rt. 1, Martin, Tenn.

BORDEAUX PREDESTINARIAN PRIMI-
TIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, Nashville, Tenn.,
meets each first Sunday at 10:30 A. M. The
church is located on the old Hydes Ferry
Road in Bordeaux, in Nashville. All lovers of
the truth are invited to meet with us.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor

The WALNUT FORK PRIMITIVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH, near Cottage Grove, Tennes-
see, meets on the second Sunday of each
month.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor
R. L. VEAZEY, SR., Clerk

SHEPHERD FOLD CHURCH, Houston,

Texas, meets each first Sunday and Saturday
before 10:30 A. M. Church is located at 815
Little York Road between nghway 756 and
East Texas Freeway 59.
C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
IRENE WISENBAKER, Clerk

MT. ZION CHURCH, Weslaco, Texas, meets
each second Sunday at 10:30 A. M.; and each
fourth Sunday at 10:30 A. M. and Saturday be-
fore at 2:00 P. M., at their new location: seven
miles West of Weslaco, on highway 83.

JOE L. HAMRICK, Pastor
BESSIE CHAMBERS, Clerk

SARDIS CHURCH, Amarillo, Texas, meets
each third Sunday at 10:30, in the home of
E. J. Parsons, 1711 Lincoln Street.

W. A. WINFREY, Pastor

THE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, Fort
Worth, Texas, has moved their meeting place
to 3629 8th Avenue. They meet each first Sun-
day at 11 A. M., and Saturday before at 2
P. M. Take College Ave. bus to Butler and
Ryon; go one block West, then half block
North to church.

C. U. LANDERS, Pastor

THE ORIGINAL PILGRIM REST CHURCH,
Lawn, Texas, meets each third Sunday and
Saturday before at 10:30 A. M.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
MRS. NOLA STEWART, Clerk

AN ARM OF PILGRIM REST CHURCH,
meets each second Sunday and Saturday night
before at Earth, Texas.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
A. A. CHAMBERS, Clerk

MACEDONIA CHURCH OF PREDESTI-
NARIAN BAPTISTS, Rising Star, Texas,
meets each second Sunday at 11 A. M. and
Saturday before at 2 P. M.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor

MT. OLIVE CHURCH OF PREDESTINAR-
TAN BAPTISTS, Stockdale, Texas, meets each
second Sunday at 10:30, and Saturday night
before, at the home of M. J. Culpepper. Lovers
of the truth invited.

LELA CULPEPPER, Clerk

THE OLD SALEM CHURCH OF OLD
SCHOOL BAPTISTS, four miles South of
Teague, Texas, meets each first Sunday and
Saturday before. MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk

SAINTS REST OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Dallas, Texas, meets each first and
third Sunday at 11 A. M., at 2710 Engle Street.

W. W. TAYLOR, Pastor
D. G. CONNELL, Clerk
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MT. ZION OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, Cash, Texas, meets each fourth
Sunday at. 11 A. M., and Saturday afternoon
before at 2 30. And second Sundays at 11:00.

W. W. TAYLOR, Pastor

. The churches of which Elder E. J. Lambert
is pastor meet as follows:

PARON, meets first Sunday mornings and
Saturday night before, F. M. Road 2659, N. E.
Hawkins, Texas,

H. H. FAULK, CLERK
Rt. 1, Hawkins, Texas

"HOPEWELL, meets second Sunday morn-
ings and Saturday--afternoon before, seven
miles S. W. of Winnsboro, Texas.

J. J. MILLS, Clerk
Rt. 2, Winnsboro, Texas

BETHEL, meets third Sunday mornings and
Saturday morning before, near U. S. 67,
seven miles N. E. of El Dorado, Arkansas.

MRS. JEAN BURNS, Clerk
Rt. 3, Box 210B,
El1 Dorado, Ark.
GOOD HOPE, meets fourth Sunday morn-
ings and Saturday afternoon before, seven
miles N. E. of Winnshoro, Texas.
MRS. GERTRUDE JONES, Clerk
905 Y Drive,
. Winnsboro, Texas

- All lovers of Sovereign Grace Principles

especially invited.
ELDER E. J. LAMBERT, Pastor
Phone, Code 214 Dickens 2-6742,
Winnsboro, Texas 75494

The churches composing the Virginia Cor-
responding Meeting meet as follows:

FRYING PAN CHURCH, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M. and is located on
Route 28, between Herndon and Chantilly, Vir-
ginia,

ARTHUR L. CARTER, Clerk
Manassas, Va.

NEW VALLEY CHURCH, meets third Sun-
days at 11 A. M. each second month (Febru-
ary, April, ete.), and is near Lucketts, about
eight miles north of Leesburg, Virginia.

and

BROAD RUN CHURCH, Poolegville, Mary-
land, meets third Sundays at 11 A. M. each
second month (January, March, etc.)

L. D. DUKE, Clerk
Charlestown, W. Va.

MT. ZION CHURCH, meets each fourth Sun-
day at 11 A. M. and is located about one and
one-half miles East of Aldie, Virginia, on
Route 50, between Washington and Winchester,
Virginia.

MRS. DAVID FARNIE, Clerk
Leesburg, Va.

There are no meetings of our faith and
order held at the present time in Washington,

D. C. We are always glad to have brethren
and friends who are visiting in Washington
meet with us. For information phone Deacon
G. C. Spindle, Lincoln 3-3782.

JOHN D. WOOD, Pastor

NORFOLK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Norfolk, Virginia, meets each third
Sunday at 11 A. M. and Saturday before at
8:00 P. M., Fairmont Park, 2023 Tidewater
Drive.

C. N. BUNN, Pastor

RICHMOND PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Richmond, Virginia, meets each
fourth Sunday in their new meeting house
about ten miles South of Richmond, just off
highway 360 South.

R. S. PAYNE, Pastor

DAN RIVER CHURCH, between Danville,
Va. and Reidsville, N. C., meets each fourth
Sunday at 11 A. M. and Saturday before.

D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor

DANVILLE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH, Danville, Virginia, meets each sec-
ond Sunday at 11 A. M. and Saturday night
before, on Bradley Road.

W. R. DODD, Pastor

" LITTLE ZION PREDESTINARIAN BAP-
TIST CHURCH, Chehalis, Washington, meets
in the home of Sister Effie Parke, 1860 First
Street the first Sunday of each month at 11
A. M

HOWARD EASON, Pastor

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH,
of Predestinarian Faith, of Riffe, Washington,
meets each 3rd Sunday and Saturday before
at 11 o’clock. For information write the Clerk.

E. J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
MRS. OPAL HUNTTING, Clerk
Silver Creek, Wash. 98585

PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH, Naches,
Washington, meets at 10:30 A. M. each second
Sunday at the home of one of the members
living in Naches. Those interested will please
contact the clerk. .

E. J. ATTEBERY, Pastor
MRS. DASIE BAKER, Clerk
Rt. 1, Naches, Wash.

HARMONY OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST
CHURCH, about four miles East of Hunting-
ton, W. Va., near Route 60 at Russell Creek,
meets each second Sunday at 11 A. M. and
Saturday before at 2 P. M.

J. R. LANE, Moderator
MILDRED STANLEY, Clerk
Rt. 2, Huntington, W. Va.
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IS IT TIME TO RENEW
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
IF YOUR EXPIRATION DATE
IS 2/65
IT EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE

“GOD WORKS BOTH TO WILL
AND TO DO”

“Wherefore, my brethren, as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:12-13)

1 have read the above many times but
never saw so much in them as I did a
few days ago; and, if it is God’s will,
I would love to tell the good news, but
I feel my weakness so much that I fear
to try, and I may just hint at the mat-
ter. .

The world uses this to urge people
to accept Christ, and work so that He
will bless them in salvation; and con-
ditional people say it is time salvation

which God has left for us to work out

so as to receive the blessings He has
stored in Christ for us. Both are op-
posite to the truth: There is no such
thing as conditional salvation, or con-
ditional time salvation. All the time sal-
vation we will ever know, is the effect
and influence of eternal salvation which
we experience in this world.

“Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling.” How are weak,
sinful beings to work out any kind of
salvation? God has saved us with eter-
nal salvation, and there is nothing we

can add or take from it: it is secure
and cannot fail. Most people tell us that
God has worked it in us, and has left
us to work it out. But they do not tell
us how to go about it — God has gone
with us to a certain “stake”, then left
us to obey and follow Christ and re-
ceive the blessings; or disobey and lose
them. This implies that we are able of
ourselves to do this work: the bless-
ings are there, just obey and reach out
and take them; yet we are not told
what these blessings are, nor the bene-
fit we get from them. They forget that
Christ said, “Without me ye can do
nothing.”

It is by the leading and strength of
Christ that we do these things. If we
had strength of our own to do these
things, where would be the fear and
trembling? We would go boldly at the
work, trusting in ourselves and for-
getting God; and never would think of

"giving Him any glory. But He has ar-

ranged that when we work out this
salvation in His strength, we realize

~ that it is the work of the Spirit leading

us; and we are humbled at his feet and
give him the glory. Where does the fear
and trembling fit in? When we are led
by the Spirit in obedience, we often fear
that we are prompted by the flesh,
which would not be to God’s glory.
But when His love reigns in our hearts,
and we are led of the Spirit, we want
to live for His glory; want to praise
Him for what he has, and is doing for
us. And this is without the least thought
of reward or recompense, for He has
done it. It is for the great love we have
for Him, knowing that we do not de-
serve his notice, not to mention his love
— and deserve nothing for obedience.
In James 1:25, he says, “. . . this man
shall be blessed in his deed”; in his
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deed, not for it.

How many have stopped to think

what this Dblessing is? Not many. He
is blessed by the leading and strength
of the Spirit to obey and follow Christ,
for without this strength and leading,

we would never do these things. It is

not a blessing to be received for and
after obedience, but blessed in being
led to do these things. .

“For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleas-
wre.” How blind can a child be? Some
say we do not always do when the will
is worked in us. What kind of a God
are they worshiping? God’s word has
never gone out from him void, but al-
ways accomplishes that for which it is
sent. Take time to think; and notice
it is said God works both the will and
the do: He works one as effectively as
the other; one as sure as the other —
they work together and cannot be sep-
arated. Please, just why would He work
the will, if He did not work the do
with it?

The scripture says that He works all
things according to his- will, and does
all his pleéasure. Could it be supposed
that his pleasure is done in working
the will in us, if we failed to do that
which He willed? As sure as the will

is worked in us, the do follows. Now, .

what is this will which He works in
us, if it is not love? It is brought
about by our love for him; and this
love begets a desire to do his bidding.
This love and desire we cannot and do
not want to disobey, for our whole de-
sire is to do all we can to praise and
honor Him. Now, if God works the
will and do of his good pleasure, can
anyone deny that He is going to reap
his good pleasure by leading us in
obedience for Christ’s sake, and His
glory?

Tt is often denied that we will walk
in all the good works which God before
ordained that we should walk, (Ephe-
sians 2:10) and that we will receive
all the spiritual blessings with which
He has blessed. us with in heavenly

places in Christ. (Ephesians 1:2-4)
These good works were before ordained,
and we were created unto these good
works in the covenant of grace, or elec-
tion, before the world was created —
hefore were were born. We were not

- created unto these good works if we

are obedient; but we were ordained to
walk in them. Please, O, please explain
how the great holy, sinless Sovereign
of all things, could be so weak, igno-
rant or careless as to ordain anything,
and then not bring it to pass? “As 1
have thought so shall it come to pass,
and as I have purposed so shall it

stand.”

e has blessed us with all spiritual
blessings before the foundation of the
world. Did He know what he was do-
ing? — He hath blessed us, not will
bless with all spiritual blessings. How
many are these all? — all that he saw
in eternity that we would need; all
that He intended for us — not one
missing, and none too many. These are
given us in time, as he purposed in that
covenant. “According as He has chosen
us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love.” Can we
be holy and without blame if we should
fail in anything He has purposed for
us to do? o _ R

"f this is of the Lord, I hope it may
pe comforting to some of His little
ones who are hungering, and asking
the way to Zion with their faces thither-
ward. '

‘ George W. Jackson
1884 Connally Drive,
Fast Point, Ga. 30044

GREETINGS FROM
ELDER BARNES

Rt. 1, Box 119,
Stantonsburg, N. C. 27883

Greetings to the Household of Faith,
0ld School Predestinarian Baptists:

This year is fast coming to a close,
and none of us knows what the future
holds. All that we know is past, or
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present. In my fifty-three years as a
member of the Primitive or Predesti-
narian Baptists, I have enjoyed the hap-
piest, and the saddest days of my life.
I am sure that you who have tasted the
goodness and mercy of our God, can
witness with the testimony of the
prophets and the apostles, and our Lord
and Saviour Jesus. Christ, that we are
pilgrims and strangers in a strange
land. This world is not our home; we
have no abiding city here, but we seek
a city that hath foundations, whose
maker and builder is God.

‘T.am made to realize, my dear breth-
ren, that my race is almost at an end.
Of course, I do not know when the end
will be with me, but according to the
average life of men, I cannot expect
to remain on earth more than a few
more: years. God has been good to me;
and He still is. Oh! if I could but praise
his name forever. But I have fallen
so short of living to the Christian
standard. I have to go weeping and
mourning. When I am blessed to think
upon the name of the Lord and his won-
derful love and mercy which he has be-
stowed upon me a hell deserving sin-
ner, it makes me hang my head in
shame: to think that the Lord of glory
had to suffer on the cross in my room

and stead; that is, if I am a vessel of

mercy which God afore prepared unto
glory.

He took my sins and yours, if we
are the children of God. Though I have
a precious hope, sometimes I doubt and
fear, and often ask myself the question,
“Do I love the Lord, or no? am I his
or am I not?’; that is a point I long
know, with the poet, “Oft it causes
anxious thought.” I am so imperfect
that almost all I do, or think, or say is
wrong. “Oh! is there any one like me?”’

Dear brethren, I confess I am a poor,
unlearned man, but I believe there is
a God in heaven, who has by the word
of his power created this world, or uni-
verse; and inhabited it with people, ani-
mals, fowls, insects, and every living
thing for his own glory. There was not

a man to help in any way whatsoever,

for man was the last thing that God
made. I believe that God in the annals
of eternity, before the creation, foresaw
everything in his infinite wisdom that

he would bring to pass in the process

of time, from the beginning of the cre-
ation to the final consummation of all
things. I believe that God chose his
people (his church) in Christ before
the creation; that He saw the fall of
man (Adam); and that he made pro-
vision for the redemption of all saints
in Christ Jesus long before the first
sin was committed. And, inasmuch as
the church spiritually was in Christ
before the world was, Adam, being a
type of Christ, and Eve his bride being
in him, was a type of the Church in
Christ before the world was. '

Some have asked me if God did not
have a purpose in sin entering into the
world, and my answer is and has been,
Yes. Then they ask if God did not make
sin. My answer to that is, No. Sin is
something that was not made, but was
and is the act of the creature. Some say
that God made them to sin. But I find
that one of the writers in the New
Testament said that God cannot be
tempted with evil; neither tempteth he
any man. But somebody wants to know
what is God’s purpose in sin. Elder
Griffin mentioned in an Editorial some-
time ago that the wicked are the sword
of the Lord. Now the first cause of
wickedness is sin. Dear brethren, as I

‘see it, God’s purpose in sin entering

into the world was that He would make
his power known unto the vessels of
mercy afore prepared unto glory. (Read
Romans ninth chapter.) Had sin not
entered the world there would have been
no sinners to be saved from sin, So this
was God’s way of manifesting his pow-
er in his love and mercy upon the ves-
sels of mercy. God will have mercy on
whom he will have mercy, and whom
he will he hardeneth. “Nay but, O man,
who art thou that repliest against God.”

Man in nature has never been satis-
fied to do God’s will, for in the dead
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state of nature he has never known the
Lord God of heaven, nor his Son Jesus
Christ. Only those know him to whom
Christ is revealed; and revelation comes
to man by spiritual birth. Jesus in the
third chapter of John told Nicodemus
that except &~ man be born again he
could not see the kingdom of heaven.
And on the occasion when Jesus asked
his disciples whom men said that He
was, some said one thing and some an-
other. So it is today. But Jesus asked,
“Whom do ye say that I am,” and Peter
answered, “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus said
to him, “Blessed art thou Simon Bar-
jona, for flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed it unto thee but my Father which

_is in heaven.” So we see that the spirit-
ual birth is through and by the revealed
power of God in man.

Elder W. B. Barnes

THINGS DIFFICULT TO EXPRESS
924 First Street, S. W.,
Roanoke, Virginia.
Dear Brethren:
This attempt is one of several I have
made in ten years or more, and it seems

I am less prepared than ever to write,
but 1 have the desire to tell of some

of my experiences. From a child 1 have

enjoyed reading the experiences-of oth-
ers in Primitive Baptist publications;
and I know it is difficult-to express in
words the beauty of revelations.

At the age of thirteen while on the
way to the milking-gap with a younger
sister, we stopped at a mulberry tree
and my sister was eating some of the
ripe berries; and asked me if I wanted
some. I was standing under the ftree,
and when I looked up the berries had
become invisible to me. I heard a voice
say, “There are none for you.” And I
asked, “Why is this?” and a voice an-
gwered, “It is to remind you that you
are in the deepest of sorrow.” I be-
came frightened and did not speak, but
went hurriedly across the creek near-
by; then I stopped and wondered what

my sister would think. I waited for
her, and we walked on, but she had
not noticed anything unusual; and T was
glad.

My parents were members of Reed
Creek Church, Henry County, Virginia,
and I enjoyed going with them to the
meetings, for I liked to hear the sing-
ing, but did not get much out of the
preaching. They told me of the Bible,
and said to read it and Pilgrims Prog-
ress, but not to read dime novels. I
sometimes heard my older sisters speak
of stories they had read in novels, but
1 could never become interested in them.
Often I heard my parents read from
Zion’s Landmark, and 1 sometimes at-
tempted to read, but I did not have
much understanding. I thought the ex-
periences usually expressed that they
were most miserable, and I felt I did
not want to be a part of those people,
but wanted to remain a happy child,
as I thought I was. So when the above
experience came to me at the age of
thirteen, I was grieved because I felt 1
was giving up something.

I had a vivid dream about this time.
1 saw a very black cloud which seemed
to be as low as the tree tops, and near
the same path as the mulberry tree; and
Christ was in the cloud robed in a deep
red garment. There was just a bust
view, and there was a frown on his
forehead. I told my mother about these
things once when there was a storm
which had flattened the corn, and much
water was on the ground; and I asked
her what we must do. She said, “Look
to the Lord.” I have always remembered
that, and along through life I have felt
the need to “look to the Lord.” »

I had a sister two years older than
I, she was epileptic but a very sweet,
cheerful person, and ‘very active. She
sang hymns and was happy. She told
mother once of seeing a light, (you
know the type of light she meant) ; 1
was away from home when she depart-
ed this life at the age of twenty-three,
but I had a vision of a bed made up
with a white silken bedspread, and there




SIGNS OF THE TIMES 29

was a wreath of small flowers around
the edge, and I saw these words, “A

little flower that blooms; I showeth it
here, but not forever.” Then I was com-
forted. - v '
One Sunday afternoon I was lying
across my bed asleep; I awoke and
heard a noise, and as I looked to see
what it was, the wall in front of me
was disappearing and Christ was walk-
ing through the wall towards me. He
was wearing silvery silken robes, and
I knew the noise I heard was the rustl-
ing of the robes. This was very clear
to me. At the side of the room he turned
to the right, walking across the room;

and a stairway appeared. At the bot-

tom of the stairway he picked up a
large book from the post, and slowly
walked up the steps, turning, and then
disappeared. I thought that by him tak-
ing the book away, it meant that he
was the Book of Life. When a child I
heard my mother speak of the Book of
Life, and I would imagine that she
meant a large size book; and I had of-
ten wondered about that book.

One morning I awoke at five o’clock,
(for a reason, I hope) ; it was a bright,
sunny morning, and I went to the win-
dow and knelt down and looked out.
Never before had everything looked so
heavenly and beautiful to me: “Behold
all things have become new.” The street
and walk looked bright and smooth; the
rows of small sycamore trees on each
side of the street looked exactly alike,
and the leaves all the same size, bright

and all twittering. This was a happy -

hour; everything seemed to be praising
God. Since then I heard a minister say
in his discourse, “Wouldn’t you have
loved to stayed there?’, and I thought
back to that glorious day, and my an-
swer to myself was, Yes. “How sweet
the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s
ear.” I believe the morning I looked out
the window was the day and time I was
‘born again, or received the spiritual
birth. It was fourteen years after I first
heard the “still small voice”. After all
these beautiful things, it seemed I was

pursued by Satan, and was tempted;
and for awhile seemed to follow after
sinful ways. I was troubled, and prayed
for some evidence once again that I had
been pardoned; and I found sweet de-
liverance in a vision of several birds
the size of pigeons that were flying with
folded wings, for I thought this meant
there was a power that made them fly
with folded wings. This gave me re-
newed hope.

While living in Pennsylvania, I came
on a visit to Roanoke, Virginia; and
my husband, my seventeen months old
daughter, and I went to the Roanoke
Church. Elder Stegall was the pastor
then, and it seemed he preached to me
that day. When he announced there was
to be a baptizing, I was moved to go
and say to him that I wanted to go
along and be baptized. After I was ask-
ed some questions, and related part of
what I have written, I was received.
With several others I was baptized by
Elder J. P. Helms. He spoke of baptism
being a symbol of the resurrection; and
it was all so beautiful — the happiest.
day of my life. After going back to
our home in Pennsylvania, it was a
long time before we found a church at
Clarks Summit, and we enjoyed going
there. I am now living in Roanoke, Vir-

" ginia; my husband passed away in Oc-

tober, 1958. .
I feel I could write on an on, for I

have had other visions and dreams, and

feel the half has not yet been told. I,

- being the fourteenth of fifteen children,

have had many trials, and many bless-
ings.
In precious hope of eternal life,
Myrtle Cahill Gillette

(It was necessary for us to condense
the above for publication — we regret
the delay in including it in the Signs.
— J. D. W)

301 Rives Road, Martinsville, Va.
Mr. Wm. O. Wammack
234 South Park St.
Anchorage, Alaska.
% Signs of the Timesg
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Dear Brother Wammack:

Your much appreciated article ap-
pearing in the Times has attracted my
attention and as you invited anyone to
write that felt to, I will endeavor to
write a few lines with the thought that
you may be comforted. Your Language
indicates that yoy are one of the Blest
to whom Jesus addressed his remarks
when on the Mount, saying, “Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness for they shall be
filled.”

You addressed your letter to
“Friends,” you addressed it correctly,
for the things of God are hidden from
servants but not to the friends of Christ.
You speak of being weak and needy, a
worm of the dust and a hunger for
spiritual things. This is indicative of
and experimental of a child of God who
has been taught of that “QOther Com-
forter” whom Jesus said he would pray
the Father to send.

Therefore 1 address you as Brother,
and anything that 1 may be blest to
say to you will be of equal value to the
Household of Faith, as we are all child-
ren of the Heavenly King if we possess
the Hope of eternal Salvation. There
are many Christians, no doubt, that do

not belong to an organized Church. .

There may be many that are church
members who have never experienced a
change of heart. However it is a duty
enjoined upon the Children who have
been quickened to “Go home to thy
friends and tell them how great things
the Lord hath done for thee.” 1t is
also & becoming thing and righteous
act to be baptized as Jesus was in Jor-
dan. There is no other way to enter the
(church) Kingdom. It requires a Dew
birth (spiritual) to see the Kingdom
but you must be born (brought forth)
of water and the Spirit (the invisible)
to enter into it. «Marvel not . . 7 Jesus
says at these things. “That which is
horn of the flesh is flesh ; and that which
ig born of the Spirit is spirit.” What
do we poor mortal men know about such
marvelous operations of the Spirit of

almighty God? Not a thing as long as
we are natural, but must say with Nico-
demus, “How can a man be born again

* when he is old?”, but we that are spirit-

ual, who have been born of that incor-
ruptible seed that liveth and abideth
forever, see by an eye of faith and feel
in our hearts that a mighty work has
been wrought, and say with one of old,
« . one thing I know, that, whereas 1
was blind, now I see.” That one who
uttered these words had been a poor
plind beggar all his life but now he
could say, “If this man (Jesus) were
not of God, he could do nothing.” He
had heard the voice of Jesus. Brother
Wammack, we believe that you have
heard that small still voice and are
alive, for you spoke of the beauty of
God’s creation. Silas Durand spoke of
his “winter’s gloom” when void of spirit,
but describes the wondrous “change in
me’” when the voice of his Beloved spake
to him. We quote from page 249, Lester
& Durand Hymnal:
#“The power and sweetness of that voice,

Wrought wondrous change in me:
Made my poor heart rejoice,

And fears and sorrows flee.

Tn sweet amazement I came forth;
What wonders met my eyes!

Spring’s glorious beauty on the earth,
Her radiance in the skies.

Grace fills the garden of the Lord,

With blooming joys from heaven
The warm south wind is in that word,

Which shows my sins forgiven.”

Religion, truly, is a revelation from
heaven. No wonder Christ could say, “It
is the work of God that you believe on
him whom he hath sent.” God sent his
darling Son “in the fulness of time” to
redeem “his people” from their sins.
His people were the subjects of his
choice that he made back in the far
distant past before the dust of the
highest hills were laid or the morning
stars sang together. God the Father and
God the Son held a council meeting to-
gether and the will of the Father was
made known to the Son; that his love
was so great for some of Adam’s race,
vet to be born, that a price of their
redemption must be paid. The price of
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their redemption was to be the blood of
his Son; “For with out the shedding of
blood there is no remission of sins.” Had
it not been for the blood of Jesus we
would still be in our sing, we would die
in our sins and never see God’s face
in glory. But thanks be unto God who
giveth us the victory thru our Lord
Jesus Christ, we are free. His blood has
cleansed us from all unrighteousness.
He said, “If T make you free you are
free indeed.”

~We are free because the blood of
Christ satisfied divine justice and set
us poor hell-deserving sinners free. Our
sing and iniquities shall never rise in
the day of Judgment to condemn us,

for God can see the finished product and

we stand in his sight just as pure, white
and clean as we will in the last day.
John, the Revelator, saw a river, “A
pure river of water of life, clear as crys-
tal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb, in the midst of the
street of it and on either side of the
river was the tree of life.” Someone has
gaid that it was coming from a mighty
good place. That is true. But this river
is different from any other river that
was ever beheld by the natural eye. To
me, this pure, clear river represents the
stream of time, and as it is the water
of life it represents all living. The tree
of life in the midst of it represents
Jesus Christ. This tree was in the gar-
den of Eden and later declared to be in

the Paradise of God, but as God fills

the immensity of space, Jesus has ever
been with the Father and the Saviour of
his people. Being in the midst of the
Street of it, and reaching back to right-
eous Abel on one side, and to the last
heir of promise, on the other, this tree
bears its fruit every month, which in-
dicates that it is always in season: all
our sufficiency is in him. Even the leaves,
that which is cast off, is good for some-
thing: for the healing of the nations.
The nations are sick with a deadly
disease. Sin is the deadly disease of the
nations and will bring about death to all
living, but the gospel speaks of another
life that is eternal for the child of God.

This new life is in his Son and he gives
it to whomsoever he will. “I give unto
thein eternal life and they shall never
perish.” Bless his holy name! There is
no other name as sweet as Jesus to the
new-born babe in Christ. “It soothes
his sorrows, heals his wounds and drives
away his fear.”
“Praise God from whom 2all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

With Christian love and fellowship to
you, Brother Wammack, and to the
Household of Faith, I beg to remain,

Yours in hope of eternal life,
(Elder) P. E. Ingram

CIRCULAR LETTER

The Virginia Corresponding Meeting,
in sesston with the Mt. Zion Church at
Mt. Zion Meeting House October 14
and 15, 1964, sends greetings in the
Lord to the churches and associations
with which we correspond;

Dear Brethren:

With much fear and trembling I en-
deavor to fulfill the task placed upon
me, being fully persuaded that of my-
self I am nothing, and can do nothing,
but only by the grace of God through
our Lord Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory forever.

In truth the Lord shall supply our
needs according to the measure of his.
most sufficient grace. We do not know
what we shall do or say until the ap-
pointed hour wherein He makes him-
self manifest in the hearts of those
whom He has chosen from the founda-
tion of the world, according to his pur-
pose which pleased him.

It is our desire to always give all
praise, honor, and glory to Him that
is most worthy to receive, since He
works all things, times, and events,
being the creator of all that is created.

We find in Psalms 135:5-6, “For I
know that the Lord is great, and that
our Lord is above all gods. Whatsoever
the Lord pleased that did he in heaven,
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and in earth, in the seas, and all deep
places.” It is then fitting to say that
by his own pleasure he has of his own
will established all things, to his own
glory. Of this we are made confident;
. and by our own experience are made
witnesses one to another, and have that
holy love which abounds in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost given unto us. We
have also been left a testimony of his
wondrous and marvelous works as re-
corded in the Holy Writ, declaring that
our witness is not of ourselves, but of
him that “doeth according to his will
in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth; and none can
stay his hand.” (Daniel 4:35)

We can never walk with, nor share
with those that would attempt to limit,
conditionalize, or reckon with the pur-
pose and pleasure of the Almighty Cre-
ator. It is not for.us to question the
whys or wherefores of matters, but
rather to rejoice in the grace and mer-
cy of the allwise, all powerful, and ever
present Creator, being not dismayed
by the presence of the tormentor and
his evil temptations and delusions, and
are fully persuaded that these things
must needs be, and that in them we
are sorely taught that our deliverance
is of the most high God, through Jesus
Christ; who was delivered by the will
of the Father as the perfect sacrifice
for those who were written by name in
the Lamb’s Book of Life from the foun-
dation of the world.

The chogen vessels are made subject
to perfect love by the will of him who
called whom he would; and these who
are called by grace, are gealed, and
“kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation- ready to be re-
vealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:5)
We often have our doubts, yet we know

that God knows his own, and that their
calling is assured and absolute.

We desire to praise Him because he
is God, and wills it so. We commend
not ourselves but have hope of love and
understanding towards one another, to
the glory of God. We find in 2nd Corin-

;_

thians: 3, that we need not commend
ourselves one to another by epistles
written of men, but we find the epistle
of Christ “written not with ink, but
with the Spirit of God; not in tables of
stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.”

Brethren, our heart’s desire is that
God’s grace, mercy, and love abound
towards you all, according to his will,
which he purposed in, of, by, for and
to himself, because it pleased him. Pray
for these things, the Lord willing.

In sincere love,
B. K. Smith

5501 56th Street,
Sacramento, Calif. 95820

Dear Editors:

1 see my expiration date was some-
time ago, please forgive my negligence.
1 am sure I haven’t missed a copy;
but I can’t say, as some of your corre-
spondents do, that I read it through
the day I get it: there was a time in
my earlier years when I did. Nor can
1 truthfully say that I have agreed with
every article of every issue since I
have been reading it, but 1 am thank-
ful that I have been privileged to read
it for most of my half-century of life.

'Effie Bowden has a wonderful article
in the October issue. I remember her
letters in the Signs over a period of
many years.

Enclosed is a money order to bring
me up to date, and for two years long-
er. 1 would that I had the faith that
Whittier had when he penned a beau-
tiful poem, the name of which I have
forgotten. Two of the verses I remem-
ber strike me as being as sound as any-
thing I have ever read:

«More than your schoolmen teach; alas

Within myself I know

Too dark you cannot paint the sin;
Too small the merit show.

«I know not where His islands lift
Their fronded palms in air:
1 only know I cannot drift
Beyond His love and care.”

Humbly yours,
Herman W. Buckner
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Rt. 1,

4 Benton, Ky. 42025
Déar Editors:
' Enclosed is a check for $5.00 — three
for my renewal and two to use as you
dé'sii:é.:'l am past eighty-three years old
énd am living alone. I enjoy reading
the Signs for it is good news from a
far country, and all speak the same lan-
guage; and give God gll the praise, hon-
or and glory. None gay that we must
accept Christ before he can save us.

Paul said in the Ephesian letter: “To
the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in
the beloved.” And Christ said, “Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you.”
ete. (John 15:16)

My father, Elder J. M. Perkins, took
the Signs as far back as I can remem-
ber; and my husband and I have been
subscribers for over thirty years, and
we enjoyed it very much. Now that I
am alone, though I deeply feel that I
am not worthy of such blessing, I hope
to be able to read it the remainder of
my life.

May God richly bless and enable you -

to carry on the good work of publishing
the Signs of the Times. Please remem-
ber me in your prayers.

In hope of a better life,
Mrs. C. H. Lock

NOTE OF THANKS

Sister Adline Fertney, of Route 2, Box 344,
Vienna, Virginia, desires to express her ap-
preciation of the many letters and cards she
has received from brethren and friends dur-
ing her -illness. She is yet quite ill and is
grateful that the friends think of her.

— J. D. W,

CONTRIBUTIONS ‘'TO THE
(To December 1, 1964) -

Gordon H. McGee; Ga, erecaenni $'2.00
Mrs. D. M. Radford, Va..coioeicesl ... 2.00
Mrs. Wesley Campbell, Can.........ccc...o... 2.00
Edith Brooks, Va reevene. 1,00
S. L. Midgett, N. C... A © 4.00
Elbert J. Akers, Va eeeererreres 5,00
Mrs. Jay MacTavish, CBTereree e 5.00
James L. Howell, Ala . 10.00
Mrs. Beckie McLachlin, Can..oecvccccees 1.00
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EDITORIAL
MATT. 8:1, 4; LEV. 14:1, 7

“When he was come down from the
mountain, great wmultitudes followed
him. And, behold, there came a leper
and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if
thow wilt, thou canst make me clean.
And Jesus put forth his hand, and
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touched him, saying, I will; be thou
clean. And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed. And Jesus saith unto him, See
thow tell no mon; but go thy way, shew
thyself to the priest, and offer the gift
that Moses commanded, for o testimony
unto them.”

“And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, This shall be the law of the
leper in the day of his cleansing: he
shall be brought unto the priest: and
the priest shall go forth out of the
comp; and the priest shall look, and,
behold, if the plague of leprosy be
healed in the leper; then shall the priest
command to take for him that is to be
cleansed two birds alive and clean, and
cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:
and the priest shall command that one
of the birds be killed in an earthen
vessel over running water: as for the
living bird, he shall take it, and the
cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the
hyssop, and shall dip them and the liv-
ing bird in the blood of the bird that
was killed over the running water: and
he shall sprinkle upon him that is to
be cleansed from the leprosy seven
times, and shall pronounce him clean,
and shall let the living bird loose in the
open field.”

Even to the carnal mind there is a
great fascination in the beauty of the
prophetical kingdom of heaven. Oftimes
we are enraptured by the allegories,
similes, comparisons, that the divine
inspiration has used to clothe His lan-
guage in, and to tell us of what is to
come. But this carnal mind can not
know Him that has done this gracious
work for the benefit of those that love
the name of The Lord Our Righteous-
ness. The coordination and the correla-
tion, while fields in which carnal pro-
fegsors excel, will never be seen by
them until their mind is illuminated
by the light of the Holy Spirit.

Leprogy is more to be dreaded than

cancer. Like cancer, if unchecked, it
will eat away the human body. It will
never be cured from within; in fact,
it is doubtful that it has ever been cured

from without, as it is doubtful if can-
cer has ever been completely cured.

When once it gains a foot hold in the
body it will get worse until death is
the result. The ability to attack and
rout it from the body from within is
not known in medical science. How fit-
ting is the disease to compare it with
sin. Ag it is with sin, one may have it
a long time without any realization of
its presence in the body. It is as sneaky
as sin, but not as deadly as gin, for,
while leprosy may, and, without outside
medicine, will, destroy the body, sin
will, without outside cure, destroy both
goul and body.

It is a good thing when it is discov-
ered in the body. As soon as it is dis-
covered, there is immediately a seeking
for outside help. This help is not sought
by those that do not have the symp-
toms of the disease. Just as sure as a
sinner finds out that he has leprosy
there will be a seeking set in, and it
will continue as long as he has the
disease, which is as long as he is
in the body. The disease may show in
s sinner before he becomes aware of
its presence, that is, its presence and
deadly work may be apparent to those
that have already known the disease.
As long as they do not know it, there
will never be a seeking for cure; as
long as they do not know its presence
there will never be any anxiety about
its devastating work. There will not be
any seeking and anxiety os long as one
does not have o knowledge of the pres-
ence of sin. (Rom. 3:11,16; John 5:40),
but when it is revealed unto sinners
that they do have sin, there will never
be a cessation of seeking, there will
never be a time when free from anxiety.

At the time of the opening of the
text a leper came to him. How my
wretched and sinful heart is made to
leap for joy at this news. One who has
no communion with Israel because of
his uncleanness; one who is an out-
cast, and that is ready to perish (Isa-
iah 27:13), by the coming of Jesus,
now has access to the dispensary of
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grace, there to receive all of that which

cleanses. This disease wag looked upon
as God’s displeasure, none had the right
to heal it except God (2 Kings 5:7).
They had been shut out from all re-
ligious and even civil communion from
the house of Israel. As only the priest
in type could come in contact with lep-
rosy, cure it, and he be immune to its
contagion, just so, in the same manner,
could Jesus cure sin, and yet be im-
mune to its deadliness fastening itself
to him. This world “behold” is not put
in the Book to make it larger, but it is
put therein to call attention to the pre-
cious doctrine that the priest without
beginning of days, nor end of life, is
at hand to cure his people of all their
sicknesses and diseases.

This poor sinner is the fit representa-
tive of every sinner that has ever come
begging for mercy. He that taught him
that he had the disease has also taught
him where to go. He hag faith to be-
lieve in the power of Jesus as the One
that cleanses his people. He is one that
believes that whatsoever his soul de-
sires that Jesus will do. There is not
any doubt in the mind of this sinner
about Jesus doing his will, but he also
knows that he is not an object to be
thus loved. The disease has come to
light: it has brought with it the ter-
rible odor of putrifying flesh; it shows
the outcast condition of the leper; it
brings out the terrible and grotesque
features of one who has become a vie-
tim of the workings of this deadly dis-
ease. “If thou wilt, thou canst.” Not any

question in the mind of this sinner (as .

well as those that have been taught at
the same source), that whatever His
will is concerning him, that He is able
to carry it out. Sinner reader, have you
found out as much?

I am carried away in sweet medita-
tion as I write to think that the Lord
has given sinners the Lord dJesus
Christ; that he has opened to them ac-
cess to this grace, which access is op-
erated by the faith of God’s elect, which
is wholly given them from the Lord,

and is not predicated upon their exer-
cising the faith, but that all of their
enjoyment, and all of their access to
it, is by and through them being exer-
cised by the faith. Whatever a sinner
asks God in the name of Jesus Christ,
that sinner will get. The carnal mind
will get impatient and ask, “Has he
forgot, has he gone on a journey?” but
not so with them that ask in Jesus’
name. That which is asked for is re-
ceived ; no more, no less.

He has not asked in vain. As with
other characters, his faith has saved
him (Matt. 9:22; Mark 5:34; Luke
8:48; 17:19; 7:50; 18:42). Since the
faith is the gift of God (Eph. 2:8), this
salvation, this coming to Christ, this
asking, is all to the praise of his grace.
Immediately Jesus put forth his hand,
and touched him, saying, “I will; be
thou clean.” Instantaneous with the
reaching forth of his hand, he talked
to him; equally so, the cleansing took
effect. Unbelief would say what else
needs to be done? Unbelief would say,
if you are cleansed from gin, it does
not matter from here out. Unbelief
would say, that nothing more is re-
quired of them thus cleansed. Let us
see.

If we love God we will keep all of
his commandments. The throwing out
this or that; ignoring this command-
ment or that; the substituting of the
many chimney corner scriptures for the
Bible, all of this shows whether we
know much about leprosy (sin) or mot.
It shows whether we have come to him
as the Priest or to a priest that we will
have to visit again at the end of a year.
The direction is simple but it is rigid
and thorough. See that you do not tell
a man. You do not have any right to
talk to any in Israel until after you see
the priest, and he has pronounced you
clean.

Why did the Saviour tell him to show
himself to the priest? why did He tell
him to offer the gift that Moses com-
manded? We must remember that He
honored Him to whom honor was due.
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He came from His Father. While He

was accused of breaking the law, he
did not. The law was just and holy and
good ; it came from God. He came under
the law. He did not come to break that
law, -but he did come to fulfil it. His
sending him to the priest was in full
recognition of that law. The command-
ment of Moses was in full force here,
put it is reckoned as a gift. And such
it is, if we are blessed of God to medi-
tate upon it.

Have you seen the effects of sin in
your members? Have you felt the in-
filtration of sin through and through

every part of your being? If so, it has’

reduced you to despair, and revealed to
you how helpless that you were, and
how that you needed somebody to carry
you to cure. Let us look in on this
case. May it please God that we find
ourself and find comfort for ourself.
The law of a leper was that he be
brought te-the priest, not that he de-
cided to comie, but that One decide and
bring him. This law, whether for lep-
rosy as a disease, Or for sin as its anti-
type, has never been changed. It will
be noted that this interview was out-
side the camp. The cure for leprosy can
not be carried on in the camp of Is-
rael; the cure for sin is not to be car-
ried on in the church, for it is not a
reformatory. The priest, whether un-
der the law for leprosy, or under grace
for sin, must, and always does, meet
the victim outside the camp. There is
not anything said about how far he
is to go to meet the vietim. Christ went
far and near; he did not say anything
about it being too far.

Precious reader, it attacks first in
the hand. Have you found the sign in
your palm? As you looked on what you
thought was a hand showing good
health, did it cause uneasiness to find
that spot that betrayed you? Until this
did take place you did not go to the
priest. Not once did you go. Suppose
that you had gone? What would he
have thought? What would he have
said? But when it showed in the palm

of your hand that you had that dreaded
gsin, then you did go to the priest. Not
one has ever failed to go; not one has
ever been failed by the love of God in
carrying them to the priest. He ex-
amines it. He looks with that keen

perception. You feel the scrutiny of

those penetrating eyes. You writhe un-
der the gaze. You know what the ver-
dict will be, for you have seen your
hands as unclean; you have felt the in-
ward ruination of the silent work. But

wait a moment. Is he not going to con-’

demn you? Is he not going to continue
the separation? Is he not going to leave
you to continue a victim of the dreaded
malady? No, no, not that at all.

This cleansing, this cure, these mir-
acles are more than a mateh for our
tongue, our heart, our understanding.
Everything is set in motion by the priest
for the victim. The cure can not come
from within, but it does come from
without. In the offering there are sev-
eral things. None of them are supplied
by the victim. There must be two clean
birds. Not one, not three, but two clean
birds. O Lord give me grace to declare
the predestination of God; to declare
that he has declared the end from the
beginning, even to the kind and the
number of birds that are used in the
figurative cleansing of a sinner. The

‘kind of wood that is to be carried is

as important as was the wood from
which Noah made the ark. Wood is not
enough® it must be cedar wood. But
why will wood not do? Why cedar
wood? Why be so exact? If any way
will do in saving a sinner, no way will
do just as well. Cedar wood in the
church is most useful (S. S. 1:17). It
is used in the foundation of this glori-
ous building. But why is this used in
the cleansing? To show forth the dura~
tion of the cleansing. One of the best
characteristics of cedar wood is its abil-
ity to last under water. But why bring
that up here? we are talking about one
Lord, one baptism, one faith, one cleans-
ing.

We are talking about that which

0
|
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i
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would comfort a poor sinner. The dra-

‘gon has ever been doing all that he
could to engulf the woman in the flood
of water that went forth out of his
mouth. This water is flooding the earth
ere this, but the beams of the church
of God are imbedded beneath the earth
into the rock. As Jesus was the Build-
ing and the Builder while here, he was
subjected to all the temptations of his
brethren, thus the cedar wood is used
to denote the durability of this Build-
ing, this cleansing, this forgiveness. But
why scarlet? For two reasons. May the
Lord give us to drink deeply of each.
Though our sins are as scarlet, they
shall be white as snow. But how? by
blood. That is the only way; no other
peddler of just as good will be welcome
here in this cleansing. By the blood of
Jesus; by the power in his shed blood
is a sinner cleansed. The piece of wool-
en scarlet is the sign of sin, and it is
the sign of that which will remove sin.
Our sin is as scarlet; his garments are
dyed in his blood to remove our un-
cleanness. '

But why hyssop? Why must that be
carried? What importance is this? What
bearing does such an item have in con-
nection with our cleansing? How pre-
cious as I write are my thoughts. I look
back and see my three sons as the
woman in attendance washed them and
anointed them with oil. What a sweet
smelling baby they were to their moth-
er and I. How wonderful it is that the
fragrant odor of hyssop was to be no-
ticed in this poor sinner after his cleans-
ing.

Arise, poor sinner, and let us view

the situation over. A sinner doomed to
being outcast, to be denied communion
with his people. A sinner such as we
(or at least I) did not have anything
to offer for our cleansing. We would
have never known about the malady had

it not been revealed to us; we would .

never have gotten to the priest had we
not been carried; we would never know
what it would take for our cleansing.
But Christ is everything to a poor sin-

ner. May God enable us to leave off that
which divides, that which confuses,
that which subverts, and know among
the people of God Jesus Christ and him
crucified. ' :

Your little brother, if a brother,
through grace.

W.D. G.

SERMON BY
ELDER D. V. SPANGLER AT THE
PIGG RIVER ASSOCIATION
AT ROANOKE, VA,

1964

Elder Turner told me this morning
that there was an afflicted brother
here who has hoped someone would
talk on the scripture which is found in
the 30th verse of the fifth chapter of
Ephesians: “We are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” I
am sure this is a wonderful text.

One of the things that stands out in
the Scriptures, is that wherever God
has brought his church to view, he has
presented her as something complete.
When he refers to the church of God,
he speaks of that church being the
bride, the Lamb’s wife. And we find also
that he tells us how, at some time in

-the future, he will present that church

unto himself a glorious church, not hav-
ing spot, wrinkle, blemish, or any such
thing. When the Lord has brought Zion
to view as the church, he presents her
as a city set upon a hill, that cannot be
hid. When he has spoken of the safety
of this city, he has told us that salva-
tion shall be her walls. Not the salva-
tion that men talk about, but the kind
that God Almighty appoints, for he
said that salvation will God appoint for
walls and bulwarks.

When God brings Zion for his people
to view, he brings her to view as abso-
lutely complete in him; he brings her
to view as being watered by the river
of the water of life; and that stream, he
tells us, makes glad the city of God.
Now if your heart has ever been made
glad as you heard the gospel of Christ
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preached, as you mingled with your
brethren, it is evidence that some of
the streams have reached you.

“Makes glad the city of God.” 1 like
to think about the effectiveness of this
stream — that there has never been
one too poor but that the stream will
reach him. Last night, as we sat on the
brother’s poreh, Italked about people go-
ing home to the church, for I feel in my
ministry to encourage God’s people: if
they love His name, to stand up as God
blesses them, and be counted with his
people. And I saw a tear in ‘a friend’s
eye; and I said, “My friend, there’s

room for you in the house.” He said,

“I'm unworthy.” A very acceptable an-
swer, wasn’t it?

We want to talk about the text, but
we must first get to it. We want to
show, the Lord willing, that we are a
part of the body of our Saviour. And
we are going to show, the Lord willing,
that Jesus Christ did not come into the
world to make a decision as to a single
person going to heaven. Somebody has
brought forth such false doctrine that
they advance the idea that men are
helping other men to go to heaven — to
make a decision for Christ. Christ
taught that he himself never made the
decision while in this world, as to a
single person who would be in glory. We
find, in her earthly understanding of
Christ, that a woman approached Him,
and said that she had a request, that
she had two sons and she would like for
one to sit on his right hand and the
other on his left, when he entered into
his kingdom. And Jesus said, “Woman,
you don’t know what you ask; it is not
mine to give.” He didn’t come into the
world to decide who would go to heaven,
but to make it sure to every one that
was chosen in him before the world be-
gan. He said, “It shall be given to them
for whom it is prepared of my Father.”
If any man has advanced the idea that
Christ went about upon the earth try-
ing to save sinners, making decisions
as to who would enter the kingdom, this
seripture forever sets it at nought.

But he brings this matter to you

and me, for it is said that we are mem-
bers of his body, of his flesh, of his
bones. There is a depth here that I
doubt whether any minister has ever
reached; there is a depth here wherein
our Saviour, (I hope I can say, our), has
taken our flesh and our bones. We are -
members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones. As we look back at the
wonderous work of grace, we find that
when God created a man of the earth
earthy, (and in a sense a type of our
Lord Jesus Christ), the woman was in
the man, and a part of the man, before
she was ever taken from him; and that
the law that God gave to Adam, was
given him while Eve was yet a part of
his body. That is why Adam said, “She
is bone of my bone, and flesh of my
flesh.” That is why Paul, in his epistle
to the Ephesians, said that a man has
never hated his own flesh, but he
nourishes and cherishes it, even as the
Lord the church. “This is a great mys-
tery, but I speak concerning Christ and
the church.” In the preceding verses,
how wonderfully he said, “Husbands
love your wives, even as Christ loved
the church, and gave himself for it.”
There are a few things in my life that
have been most humbling to me; one is,
that God would love a sinner like I am;
another is how brethren could love me.
Another humbling thing to the minister
is when God’s people tell him, “You
were blessed to preach the gospel to
me.” This never exalts one of God’s
ministers. Oh, no! but the devil does
sometimes. He will sometimes tell one

- that he preached a wonderful sermon;

but a tear in a person’s eye is more
humbling than all the Devil has ever
said to him.

He took the woman out of his side.
The Bible doesn’t say his side, but He
took a rib, and that is where the side
is; and He gave her to him to be a
helpmeet. The side of Jesus Christ was
torn when he hanged on Calvary’s hill,
when darkness covered the earth. The
soldier pierced the side of Jesus. Why
did he pierce his side? Two reasons:
prophecy had said it would be; and the
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soldier didn’t know what he was doing
— he knew nothing about the purposes
of God. Men today are living out the
purposes of God blindly, but I assert
that the purposes of God shall stand.
If I didn’t believe that, I would be afraid
to start home this afternoon. Someway,
I believe with all my heart that in our
journey here, the angels of God have
been our protection.

But, I want to talk about the text.
“You are members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones.” Eve received
the law through Adam, and the Ark
was the only thing that could weather
the storm of the wrath-of God, when
his wrath for sin was poured out upon
the world. The door of the Ark, the
Bible says, was in the side. It didn’t
have two doors; it had one door, — in
the side.

When Abraham sent his servant to
seek a bride for his son, he caused him
to swear that he would not go among
strangers, but that he would go among
his own kindred. What does it show?
that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save a people that already belonged to
him — that were united with him. And
the servant wanted a sign; and he said,
“When I reach a certain well, have
somebody there to draw water for the
camels.” And we find a willing Rebekah
there. She even ran to meet him; and
said, “Drink my Lord.” And when the
question arose, when the servant had
told his business, “Will you go with
this man?,” her parents said leave her
a, little while, and then she can go. But
they left the answer with Rebekah; and

she said, “I will go.” I like a doctrine

that brings about in the heart a willing-
ness to do the will of God; that not
only brings about a willingness, but
- makes every particle of His service a
delight.

“You are flesh of his flesh, and bone
of hig bones.” We find in the wonderful
works of grace that God Almighty has
brought home to his people throughout
the ages, two things clearly brought to
view; One is, that he has saved them
because he had an everlasting love for

them; and the other is, that they are
unworthy of everything that God has
done for them.

I remember that when David went
out to fight the battle for his brethren,
he was just a lad; and his brethren re-
buked him, saying that the naughtiness
of his heart had brought him down to
see the battle. Here is a giant! if we
can’t overthrow him, we know you
can’t: Goliath, the giant of the Philis-
tines. David was of the bone and the
flesh of his brethren, wasn’t he? And
David said, “Is there not a cause?”
Yet they did not believe in him until
he manifested to them his power to
fight the battle. And that is when every
sinner believes in Jesus Christ. David’s
brethren would scorn him, but he said
that he would fight the battle; he would
meet the giant; but he would not take
the armor of Saul, for he had not prov-
ed it. David went forth saying unto Go-
liath, “I come to thee in the name of
the Lord.”

They were David’s brethren, and
nothing they could say would ever
change his love for them; no rebuke
from them would change him. Neither
will anything, my friends, ever change
the love of God for you; for Paul said,
“I am persuaded that neither death nor
life, things present or things to come,
principalities or powers, etc.,, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

“Flesh of his flesh; bone of his bone.”
Let’s find out more. Joseph was a beau-
tiful type of Jesus Christ. We find him
hated by his brethren — hated because
he had a dream. Did the devil give him
the dream? Oh, no! But it caused his
brethren to hate him. God gave him a
dream in which he saw his brethren
bowing down to him. One of the things
that Elder Helms spoke so clearly in
his Introductory was that all things
worked together for good to them that
love God. The hatred and malice of
Joseph’s brethren would have done
away with their brother; but it couldn’t
be. They put him in a pit; and but for
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the grace of God they would have left
him there to die. But he had a brother
to speak for him. The Midianite mer-
chantmen come by, and he was gold
for twenty pieces of silver. God took
care of the situation. Sometimes in my
mind T'have seen that boy being led off,
with his brethren watching, no doubt
glad to get rid of him, thinking it was
the last time they would see him. But
then we find that there came a time
when it was God’s time to bring them
to him — through famine and hunger,
which God alone could bring and con-
trol. Someway 1 believe that every drop
of water that falls on the earth, God
sends it; every famine that comes, God
sends it. -

And, finally, I like to think of Joseph
when he couldn’t refrain any longer. He
knew his brethren all the time: he knew
them because they were flesh of his
flesh and bone of his bone. They were
a part of him. “Come near me; I am
your brother.”

Has the Lord ever drawn you near
him? Have you ever felt the encircling
arms of Christ? I remember what dear
Elder Gilliam said, when he was at the
point of death for days: “1 felt those
arms under me.”

T'm your brother — you thought evil
— God meant it for good. '

Now to reach our case He came all

the way to where we were. Qur Saviour
must take our flesh, since, as the Scrip-
tures say, the children were partakers
of flesh and blood, he himself likewise
took part of the same, that he might
destroy the works of the Devil. How
must the Lord Jesus Christ come into
the world? He must be found under the
law. Paul tells us in Galatians so clearly,
that when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of
a woman, made under the law. He took
our flesh and blood as the Son of man,
taking it in union with him as the Son
of God — our very flesh and blood.
“God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law to redeem
that that were under the law.”

T like to think also that it is said that

he took not the nature of angels; for
an angel could never reach our case.
But he took on him the seed .of Abra-
ham — our flesh and our blood; and we
are members of lis body, of his flesh
and of his bones; and was made in the
likeness of men, and being found in
their likeness, he humbled himself. Men
did not humble our Saviour — he hum-
bled himself unto death, even the death
of the cross. Why? because from -all
eternity his people had a standing in
him : they were chosen in him, and their
life was in him before Adam fell. They
fell in Adam, but they were safe all the
time. To reach his bride, Jesus could
not come as an angel, but must come as
the Son of man. We are glad that he
spoke so many times of himself as the
Son of man— more than he spoke of
himself as the Son of God.

I like to think of the expression of
the Apostle that there is one Mediator
between God and man. Talk about the
Pope, talk about the Priests of the land
being mediators between God and man,
there has never been a greater lie
preachéd under heaven than that. To
believe that, you would have to burn
your Bibles; to believe that doctrine,
you would have to preach that Jesus
Christ didn’t come to save a people who
were already his; and to take in unijon
with himself the flesh and blood and
bones of his people.

There is one Mediator! None of these
preachers here are mediators between
God and man; there’s never been but
one. Who is he? the man Christ Jesus.
The one of whose body we are members.
Think of it, my friends! People of God
members of the body of Christ! the
mystical body of Christ, of his flesh
and of his bones. We never know the
full force of salvation until we have
known something of how low our Sav-
jour came: If we only know of his hu-
miliation, and not of his glory, it won’t
do us any good. 1 cannot speak of his
glory, and know the wonderful love he
had for us, unless I see his humiliation.

1 went for years wondering what it
means when it i said in the 8th chapter
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of Acts, “In his humiliation his judg-
ment was taken away; and who shall
declare his generation, for his life is
taken from the earth.” Then I saw it
one day. I saw that God left his Son
hanging in the body that He had pre-
pared — the only body that would sat-
isfy as a sacrifice. He left him hang-
ing there, and turned his face away; and
Jesus cried out and said, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” If
we are his people, every one of us was
hanging there — represented in him.
To be a complete sacrifice, he, must be
left to die.

Have you felt my friends, that He
died for you? What a wonderful thing!
“Gave himself,” Paul said, “for me.” I
like to think of Him who took our flesh
and blood in union with himself, when
he was held up before the people of old:
1 like to think that every time the high
priest went with the names of the
tribes of Israel on his heart — with
their names on his shoulder, he showed
that the people of God were represented
in him. 1 thi}nk of the high priest going
once a year into the most holy place,
making atonement for himself and the
people, that he couldn’t put away sin;
but I think of one who went into the
most holy place, having obtained eternal

redemption for us. The high priest:

couldn’t feel the groans of his people:
he hadn’t experienced them. But, my
brethren, today we have an high priest
who can be touched. We have one who
can be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, and was tempted in all
points. I like to think that when Stephen
was dying, he said, “I see Jesus stand-
ing on the right hand of God.” Stand-
ing, waiting to pour out his wrath upon
the people.

What a blessing to have a great high
priest in heaven, who is brought near
as our brother, our very brother. We
read that he who sanctifieth, and they
who are sanctified are all of one; for
which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren. These are my brethren;
Who? He that doeth the will of my
Father, the same is my mother, my

brother, my sister. He is not ashamed
to call his people brethren, because
they are members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. The only way
there can ever be a people prepared for
heaven whom God will not be ashamed
of, is for he himself to prepare them.

The doctrine I am preaching to you
today, will be preached on and on, until
the Lord of glory comes from heaven;
and the people I am talking to and about
today have the grace of God wrought so
perfectly in them, that God in heaven
will never be ashamed of one of them.

We are told that Abraham, when he
was called out, went not knowing where
he went; that he sought a city which
hath foundation, whose builder and
maker is God. He was looking for a
place where God is not ashamed to be
called our God.

“We are members of his body, of his
flesh, and his bones.” He didn’t come
part of the way under the law; he didn’t
come just to make an offering for sin,
and leave the acceptance to men, but He
came to redeem us from the curse of
the law. The Scriptures say that he
went to heaven, having obtained eternal
redemption for us. Do you know why
he is coming again; and who he is com-
ing for? He is coming for his bride; he
is coming for those who are members
of his body, of his flesh, of his bones.

“As by man came death, by man also
came the resurrection of the dead.”
When Paul speaks in Corinthians of the
resurrection of the dead, he said, “Now
is Christ risen and become the first
fruits of them that slept.” When Christ
rose from the dead, it was a promise
that there was a crop coming: The
people of God — their bodies are going
to be raised. Not like you are as I look
at you now, but fashioned like His
glorious body; and will be prepared to
praise him.

When the priest under the law took
the sheaf from the people and waved it
pefore the Lord, it was saying, There
is a crop like this. So is the resurrection
of the body of Jesus Christ from the
dead. He was the first fruits of his
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people; and they will be like the first
fruits. The glorious day is coming —
the day all the saints have looked for,
the day of all days, when we will be
taken home. I have been coming here
almost forty years; most of the old
ones who were here when I began com-
ing, are sleeping somewhere. In a few
years we will all be sleeping, laid away
somewhere in the silent tomb; but, bless
the Lord, He will not deny his own.
When he comes the dead will be raised.
It is the resurrection of the dead, not
merely from the dead.

You that love his name — it will be

you that day. It will be the redeemed |

sinner; it will be one whose vile body
is changed, and fashioned like the glori-
ous body of Jesus Christ. Lift up your
heads, my brethren; praise the Lord!
No wonder when David started in the
99nd Psalm he said, “My God, why hast
thou forsaken me.” and said in the 23rd,
“The Lord is my shepherd.” Then in the
24th, he said, “Lift up the everlasting
doors that the King of Glory might
come in. Who is the King of Glory The
Lord of hosts is the King of Glory.”

. (The above is taken from a recording, .and
is somewhat condensed. — J. D. W.)

VOICES OF THE PAST
~ “He being dead yet speaketh”

RESISTING THE HOLY GHOST.
(Acts vii. 51.)

Not with a self-reliant or “egotistic”
presumption that we are capable of
solving all mysteries or expounding all
the scriptures, nor yet with an inten-
tion to draw the mind of any one to
us and away from God as the only
efficient and infallible teacher, do we
attempt a reply to the earnest appeal
of our unknown correspondent for our
understanding of this much perverted
portion of the sacred scriptures; but
with a deep sense of our own weakness,
and utter inability to speak or write
0 as to edify, instruct, comfort or satis-
fy the craving desire of such as are

not advanced so far in the knowledge
of the truth as to have no need of the
feebler gifts which God has given for
the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, and for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ. Such light
and understanding as we hope God has
given us on any part of his sacred word
we dare not withhold from those who
ask for our views; but we desire none
to accept them only so far as they
shall find them sustained by the unerr-
ing scriptures of truth.

The cutting rebuke in our text was
addressed by Stephen to the high priest
and murderous Jews who were about to
stone him to death. Professing to be the
people of God, and the most zealous
and devout people on earth, pretending
to be shocked at the blasphemy which
suborned men had testified that they
had heard Stephen utter. Arrested, and
having a mock trial, and arraigned as a
prisoner before them, he was permitted
to make his defense, at the conclusion
of which he addressed to them the
words of our text; and when they heard
these things which he charged on them,
they were cut to the heart. Not like
fhose who on the day of Pentecost were
pricked in their hearts, and completely
subdued, and made to cry, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Theirs was
a death wound, their rage and violence
were checked, their hearts and ears
were circumecised, their resistance to the
Holy Ghost was overcome, and their
circumeised ears were anxious to be in-
formed of CGod’s salvation of helpless
sinners by and through that Jesus whom
they had rejected and crucified. But
these were only cut to their heart; it
was but a flesh wound. They were not
slain, nor circumcised in either heart
or ears; but the deep and deadly malice
of their heart was excited, and became
more violent and frenzied with rage and
violence, and they gnashed on him with
their teeth.

The question has often been agitat-
ed, Tn what sense did these murderous
Jews resist the Holy Ghost? It could
not be that they were resisting the
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Holy Ghost, as existing in their own
hearts; for if the Holy Ghost had dwelt
in them, their hearts would have been
circumcised, and their ears as ready
to listen to the preaching of Stephen
as were those at Pentecost to Peter and
the rest of the apostles; but their
hearts were controlled by an opposite
spirit. The Holy Ghost which they were
resisting was in Stephen, but not in
them. In the preceding chapter and fifth
verse, we are told that Stephen was full
of faith and of the Holy. Ghost, while
his murderers were full of the spirit of
him who was a murderer from: the be-
ginning; and his spirit in them was
manifested by their resistance of what
the Holy Ghost inspired Stephen to
say and do. It was not Stephen, as a
man, they felt so much enraged against;
for if Stephen had not been moved by
the Holy Ghost, he would not have in-
curred their wrath. It was only those
who by the Holy Ghost called Jesus
Lord, that they persecuted unto the
death. Nor was it alone on this particu-
lar occasion that their resistance to
the Holy Ghost was demonstrated. It
was the general and constant disposition
of the carnal hearts of those whose cir-
cumcision was only outward in the flesh,
and not the circumcision of the heart
and ears, which is made without hands.
The cireumcision on which the carnal
Jews relied was outward and in their
flesh, was made with hands, and its
© praise was of men, and not of God; it
did not therefore circumecise their hearts
to make them love God, nor their ears
to hear, love or obey the truth, but left
them in all the enmity of their carnal
minds to resist the Holy Ghost by ston-
ing the prophets, and killing those whom
God had sent to them. The prophets
~were sent to the Jewish nation with the
message of the Lord, whose peculiar
people they professed to be, and the
prophets spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost; so their opposition to
the prophets only manifested the turpi-
tude of their hearts, their love of sin,
and hatred of truth and righteousness.

“Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost,”

in the same way and manner in which
their fathers did, by killing the prophets
and stoning them. Jesus said to those
carnal Jews, “Ye also outwardly appear
righteous unto men, but within ye are
full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! because ye build the tombs of
the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres
of the righteous, and say, If we had
been in the days of o