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PROCEEDINGS QF THE 76TH ANNUAL SESSION OF
ALABAHA RIVER PRIMITIVE BAPTIST

ASiSOOIATION.

'I'hetintrorluctorv sermon 'was delivered b~T E ld er Tl. ,V .
'Parrish , of th e Union Asso ciation , f r om Galat ians, ;3rd Chap '
t el', 8th Verse.

. After thirty minutes intermission, tho de rogates assem- ,
bled in the hous e. 'I'he Association was called to ord er by
th e form er Mod erator. Pr ayer by E lder Levi Starli ng, of
't he Union Assoc iation, and proceeded t o bu sin ess as fol 
lows :

1st. ' Reael letter s from nin eteen churches, mini s ter ed
th eir state an-I enr olle d de legates named. '

2nd. Re-elect ecl E lders J. 'I'. 'Minch ew, Mod erator, 1I11c1

.J. P~ Mikell , Cle rk, by ballot.
:3rd. Read t he decorum anrl invited vi siting mini st cr s or

our fa ith and order and practice to se at s with us.
4th . Appointed Brethren 1. F . Robinson , Vol. A.Ki ng,

Matthew Carter with the delegates of B en James CI11l r(~1l ,

Brethren J . O. Waters and S. TJ. Yo umans a comm it.ter- on
finance and preaching.

5th. Appointed Brethren , V. D. Griffis , Jn o-, Ro uerts,
E ld er ~T. A. Osteen together, with th e Moderator and Clerk
a committee on bu sin ess.

Gth. 'Called for correspondenc e from Sis te r Associations
and r eceived from the Union a package 0 fminut es hy BIeler
H . Vol. Parri sh . From the P ul aski a package of minutes.

7th . Appointed Bro. R . V,''!. Benn ett to write th e corr e
spending let t er .

8th . Appo urt ed Brethren ~T. O. \XTatersand ~T. P . l\fikell
to write the memoriam on deceased mini sters. anel dea cons.

0t h . 'I'hen on motion adj ourn ed until 8 :30 a . m. Satu rday.

SECOND DAY, SAT URDAY, ,8 :30 A. M.
Met accordin g to adjournmen t on yeste r day, and af t er

prayer h)' E ld er H. ,V. Parrish, of th e Union Association,
calle d th e 1'011 and proceeded to busin ess .

10th. Ren myed the call for fur th er cor r espou .lcnecf'rom
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Sister" Aasoc iations 'and r ec eived 'Br o. B. B. Oliff,' f r61ti'. t11:e
Oekluekuec wifhout "minu t es, a F; ine sse n ge r . · ,

F'r om the Onion Association, Elders B. L. St a r ling and
.W-. M. Tomlinson as vi sitors. All m essen ger s and vi sitors
h ein g 'r ecelved '; by the .Morler ator - ex t end ing to them the
ri ght hand of f ellowship in behalf of our Ass ociat ion in
token of our love and fellows hip for their-Associat ions.

1] tho Calle d for the r eport of the bu siness committee;
whi ch wa s r ead and upprov ed by th e Ass ociat ion .

REPORT OF BUSINSS 'COMMITTEE.

\VC;, y our Cnmmittee on Bus iness, heg t o make .t he follo w
in g r eport:

W e. have examine d corresponding minutes and find noth
in g objectional in them. \Ve also r ecommend the same
or der of 'busin ess as appeal' in our last year 's minutes.

JNO. ROBER.TS,
J. A. OSTEEN,
W. D. GRIFFIS,
J . T.. ·lVII NCH E \V,
J. P. 'MI KELL,

Committee.
12th. Called for marked letters and found tw o, and

agreed t o hol d our n ext session with R.ome Church, Ware
County, Ga.

13th. Calle d for t he cor resp ond ing letter which was r ead
and .appr oved .

CORRES,PONDING LETTER.

W e, the Alabaha ' Ri ver Primitive Baptist Asso ciation,
now in sess ion with Ben J ames Church , Pierce Coun ty, Ga. ,
to t he Associat ions with whom we correspond, sende th
gr eet in gs :

Beloved in the Lord through the kind and tender mercies
of an alwise God we have been spared and blessed to hold
another session .of our body in p eace,' and love. Our
Ch urches are all r epresented , and all repor t p erfect peace'
and love. Your ministers came to us ladened wi th the go od
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n ews of ," Salvation. by Grace, " which causes us to rejoice
and take courage that we may be enabled by gr ace divine
to press· upward toward the mark of the prize of the hi g.J..
calling as it is in Chr ist Jesus our Lord.

Dear Brethren: , Ve desire a con t inuation of yo ur
"Br othe rly Lo ve ',' and Cor respondence.

Th e next session of our body will be held, the Lord will
in g, with Rome Churc h, "Yare County, Ga. , commencing on
Friday before the First Sunday in Nove mber, 1919. 'I'wo
mil es Southweet of Haywood, Ga., and about the same dis
tance Northwes t of 'Bolen, both on the A. B. & R. R., 'whe n,
and whe re we hope to meet wi th you again, until t hen, Dear
Brethren farewell.

R. W. BEN NETT, Committee

14th. Returned cor re spondence as follows: '£0 the Sn
wanee Association to convene with Mt. Zion Ch ur ch com
mencing on Satu rd ay..before the Fourth Sun day In Septem
ber, 1919, five mil es South of Guilford, Fla., on the Palatka
division of th e G. S. & F. R. R. Brethre n H. ·R,. l\1:cGaull ie,
Olli e Knox and Elder J. A. Osteen :

'£0 the Union, to conven e with Olive Le af Churc h, Clinc h,
County, Ga., four mil es Southe as t of Du pont on the A. C.

. I.J. R. R., beginning on Satur day' bef ore t he 'I'hird 8UJh.la.y in
Octob er. 1919; Brethren Nathan Brown, Lawre nce Yeomans
an d Elder s R. A. Thomas and J. P. Mikell.

'£0 th e Ocklo cknee, to convene with Harmony Churc h .
1% mil es.East of Barwick, Ga., on the Georgia Nor the rn H.
R. , Commenc ing on Saturday bef ore the F ourth Sund 'ay in
Octo ber, 1919, Brethren .J. O. ,Vat er s, Ran dal Davis and
BIde r VV. D. Bryant .

'I'o th e P ulaski to convene with New Hope Churc h, Wil
cox County, Ga .,' 2% miles SOll th of Abbevill e, on the 8e2 "
board Railway, and 3 mil es East of Browning, on th e Ahhe
ville & Waycro ss R. R., commencing on Satur day hefor e
the First Sunday in Oct ober , 1919, Elders B. A. 'I'hornton
and J. P. l\'!ikell.

15th. Callerlf'or th e r eport of Commit tee on Finance and
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Preaching, which was read and approved,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND
PREACHING,

"Ve, your 'Commit t ee on Finance and Preaching, find
'$91,85. ,V e r ecommend that the Cle r k be paid $40 .00 for
800 minutes and their d 'ist.ri hu t ion . Balance, $51 .85, be
' divid ed among visiting ministers and delegates and our
t own ministers.

1. F . ROBINSON,
MA'r'rI-IEW CARrrER,
S. 1-1. YOUMANS,
W . A. KING,
~T. O. ,VATERS,

Committee.
16.th. On motion, the minutes was read and approved ,

and t he Asso ciation adjourned to our next time and place.
ET-1DER .J. 'r. l\1INCHE,V,

. lVIode r a t or
EI~DER .J. P. l\HKE1JL, Cle r k.

Prayer hy E ld er Wm. Tomlinson, of th e Un ion Asso cia 
tion.

ORDER OF PREACHING.
Priday Mot-ning-i-Tnf roductor-y sermon hy E lder n. , V.

Parr ish, of the Union Association.
Ft-iday P. M -Elder B. 1.1 . S tarling, of the Union, fo llow

ed by Elder H. A . Thomas, of our body.
Saturday A . M.-Elder ·B. A. 'I'ho rnton , of our body, fol

rowed by Elder B. T-1. Starling, of 't he Un ion As soc iation.
Saturday P . . l\L-Elder Wm. Tomlinson, of th e Union,

followed by Elder J . C. Hewett, of th e Union.
Sunday-s-Elder !-1. "V. Parrish, of the ' Un ion, fol lowed h~·

E ld er B. L . Starling, of the Union, followed by EI ~l er .T. C.
H ewett, of the 1 nion. Conclus ion bv th e Moderator.

MEMORIAM.
Deacon Jno . G. Griffis was horn in Cli nch County, Ga.,

June 9th, 1858 . 'I'h e yonngest' son of Chas. A . and 'Cassie
Griffis. Was married to Miss Zi lph a Corbit t in 1877. "Vas
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bapt ized at old Providen ce Chu rch in Ware County ea rly
in life, and soon after was ordained deacon of that churc h,
which offi ce he and his faithful companion served for many
years . H e di ed June 15, 1918, and was lai d to r est besi de
hi s wife in P r ovide nce Ceme tery. '

Besides hi s childr en h e leaves on e brother, VV. D. Griffis ,
of Blacksh ear.

Deacon Dan W. Griffis wa s born Decemb er 27, 1870. W as
baptized Augu st 4, 1906 at Bi g Creek , and was or dained
de ac on of that church shortly after, which offic e he fill ed
faithful until hi s death which came October 29 1918.,

Deacon L. S. Guthr ie was baptized at Mt. Pleasant Church ,
Bacon County, Ga., Augus t 10, 1914 while in middle li f e
and wa s ordai n ed deacon of th at church May ]4, 1916 which
offi ce he fill ed with the best of grace until hi s dea th came
as a shock to us all 'Oct olber 26, 1918 of that dreaded mal ady
Spa nish influenz a.

In paying ou r t r ibute to these three depart ed saints, we
will say that they have left an aching void the world can
n ever fill , 'both in the church, and in th eir homes. But may
God fill their vacancy with Hi s ab oun ding love, mer cy and
gr ace, and make us all willing to bear in humble submissi on
our lot and portion that God has give n us to bear, and r e
member that, " God's" will not onrs, be done,and that our
loss is their ete rn al gain .

We believ e they di ed the death all Chr ist ians desire to
di e, and are now r estin g in the arms of a cr ucified and ri sen
Red eem er, and at God's appoint ed ti me they will be esco r te d '
t o that glory world t o sing endless praise to the Father,
Hen a nd Holy Ghost, in that wor ld wh ere sickness, sorrow
'an d death n ever enter . Amen.

J. O. ,VATERS,
J. P . MIKE LL,

Committee.

DE'CORUM.

1. This Association shall op en and close with prayer.
2. 'I'h ose memb ers ch osen by the churc hes of our union

5



sh (l U compose th e A Ia ha ha TIi ve r Primiti ve Bap ti st Associa
tion .

8. Th e men~ bel's t hus 'chosen shall pr oduce let t er s from
t ileir r cspc ct ivr. chur ches cer t ify ing t heir app ointmen t , t o
ge t he r wi t h number , bap t ized, r eceived by letter, r esto red ,
di smi ssed expe lle-I an d total nu mher ,in f'ellowsh ip since OlU

Iast ses sion .
4. This Associa t ion shall n ot h 11 ve power t o lord it over

God's he r itage nor in f'r.uge on a ny of the in t ernal rights
of the chu rc hes.

fi . 'I'h e As sociation sha ll have a Mod erator and Cler k.
wh o sh all be ch osen by the member s present,

G. It sh all he - th e d uty of the J\ioch ;r at or t o pr eser ve
or der , t o ex pla in' an d "pn t qu est ions, an d sha 11 h av e the sa me
ri ght t o sp eak as an y other memh er, provid ed the cha ir -he
filled ,' hn t s1l31'l ;lot vote unl ess th e bod y "shall be eqnally
divided. . '

7. It shall he the d uty of the Cle r k t o, k eep a f air l' e c ~}r d

of the proceedi ngs of the Association s ; t he minu tes shall he
r ead and amended, if n eed fu l, an d signe d hy the Mod er ator
and Clerk befor e th e Associa t ion ad jo ur ns.

8. Any chu rc h peti ti oni ng by letter and delegates fo r
a dmission ~nt o this As sociation sh all he if fo nn dor t hndo x
an d or d er ly, received hy the Mod er ator ex t end ing th e righ t
hand of fell owship to her del eg ates .

0. Each ch urc h sha ll have til e r igh t to send two d ele
gates to til e Ass ociat ion, 'and no mo re ,

I O. Every qu ery pr esen t ed sh aIn he fa ir ly st a t ed ' in
wr iting and approved bv a maj ori ty befor e bein g tak en u p.

11. E ver y motion m a de alld secon ded shall come under
obser vation 0'£ the Association , unl ess it he withdrawn hv
th e person wh. i made it by consen t of the Ass ociat ion .

12. E ver y p er son who speaks in debat e sh all rise from
his seat and u ldrcss the Mo d er ator in an or der ly manner ,
an d shall n ot Ile in t errupt ed while sp eak ing unless h e d epar t
from the sub j ect.

18. .No p er son shall spe ak mor« than three ti mes on th e



sa me su bject : a ile! sh a ll not cou ti m:« hi s s pee ch m ore tha n

Len minutes a t a t im e 'wit h ou t lea ve of the Associ a t ion .
I 4. Th er e sh all be no t alkin g or 'wh isp erin g in t im e of

d e ba t e or public s pe ech , n or r efl ecti on ca st u p on the sp ea k er.
] 5. Wh en a case is d ccidc .l h~7 v ote, t h ere sh all he 110

more d eba ting on th e su b ject.
16. N o memb er sh all a bsent himself Irom th e Assoeia.tion

without leave of th e Association .
17 . If any m ember shall break th e r ules of th is Asso

cia t ion h e shall be immediately r eproved by the Mod erutor.
18', 'I'h es« rul es shall hp r ead at ev ery A ss ociation p r e

viou s to ell ter in g ·on business.
10 . It sh all he the d utv of the As so ciati on to k eep up

a cor r esp ond r-i-r-e with oth er A sso ciati on s of t h e same f a ith

and order th a t a ch a in of co n neeti on m ay be preserved

among th e chu r ch es .

20. ']10 giv 0 t h e hest adv ice th ey enn in m atters of d iffi

culty, an d if 1h e union h e hr o.k en be tween any of t h e s iste r

ch urches t o in qu ir e in t o th e cau se of t h e breach au rl n RC

t heir b est en ~1 e aYors to r em ov e th e di ffi culty: hut if t he
In-ea ch cann ot he he a le d , to withd ra w fro m an y chu r ch
w hi ch th ey ju d g e u n sound in faith or immcraluu p1'(1 ct.ico

u n t il th ey he r ecl aimed.

21. T o in vit e any of th e min isters to as si st an ee,i f

n ecessary.

22. It sha ll he th e d u t y of t'h 1s Association to provid e

f'or tlie g ener a l 11 n10n of t h e ch n r eh es, and no t hold t hem

in uni on tha t su p port any m od ern mi ssionary , B ihl « 01' ,

Su n d ay S ch ool u n ion , soc iety, th eologi cal sch ool, e it her in

th emsel v es or any oth er p erson, or in any soc iety that is n ov
or ma y he h creaf' t er cons t itute u n d er p r etex t 0,£ cir cu la t irur
th e go sp el of Ch r is t, or an y se cr et or d er, n or w ill i t C01T ! ~ '

sporid wi th an y As so ciation tha t snp port s, 01' is anv of t ho

Hho ve n amed socie t ie s .·



ABSTRACT OF PRINOIPLES SUBSORIBED TO BY THE
ASSOCIATION.

1. ,Ve beli eve in ;neonly true and living God ; that
ther e are three in the Godhead-Father , Son and H oly
Ghost.

2. ,Ve believe the scr iptur e of the Old and New Testa
ments are the written word of God, and t he onl y rule of _
of faith and practi ce.

3. We beli eve in the do ctrine of ete rnal and particular
elec t ion.

4. W e believe in the doctrine of original sin.
5. We believe in man 's impot ency to r ecover himself

from the fallen state he is in by nature, by hi s own free will
and ab ility.

6. W e beli eve t hat sinne rs are justifi ed in the sigh t of
God onl y by the imputed j ighteou sness of Chr ist .

7. ,Ve believe that God 's elec t shall he calle d, r egener
ated and sanctifi ed by the Holy Ghost.

8. ,Ve believe that th e Sain ts shall per sever e in gr ace
and n ever finally fall away.

9. We beli eve that Baptism, the Lord 's Supper and
wa shing the Saint's feet are ordinances, and beli eve the onl y
t r ue mode of baptism is by immersion.

10. We believe that the punishment of the wicked shall
be everl asting, and th e .j oys of the ri ghteous shall be et ernal.

11. ,Ve 'believe that no man has the right t o the admin
ist ration of th e ordinance of Baptism and the Lord 's Sup
per except su ch as are re gularly calle d and come under the
hands 0'£ the presbyter y. .

12. . ,Ve believe in the re surrection of the dead and a
gene r al judgment.

CLERKS, AND THEIR POST OFFIOES.

Antioch-C. L. Byrd, Winoker, Ga.
Ben J am es-,V. H. Bowen , Blacksh ear, Ga.
Bethescla-A L. Brannen , Jesup, Ga.
Bethlehem-W . D. Griffis, Blacksh ear, Ga .
Bi g Creek-Geo. H. Mikell, Screven , Ga. , R.I.
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Cor inth-,V. D. Murry, Odum Ga.
Damascns-i-G eo. H eyer s, Coffee, Ga.
Elim-R. YV. Cole, Nicholls, Ga.
Mars H ill- -J. J . "Moor e, Hoboken, Ga.
Mt. Pl easant , (Bacon Co.)-A. F . Lan e, Alma, Ga.
IVa . Pl easant, nVare Co.) - J . W. Eunice, Waycro si, Ga.
Mt. Zion-J. F . Knox, Blackshear, Ga .
New Hope-J. ' J. Blo cker, Hickox, Ga .
New Prospect-s-W . I..J. Mdk ell , Blackshear, Ga.
Provid enc e-B. M. James , Manor, Ga.
Ramah-i-S. R. J ordan, 'Rock ingham, Ga.
Rehobeth-s-, VaIter ~n'1i th , Waresboro, Ga.
Rom e-A. M Boyett, Beach, Ga., Route 1.
Sa: i11a- P. J. A. Colson, Scr even, Ga .
.r. P . Mike ll, W aycro ss, Ga., Box 636, Clerk c r: the

Association .

NAMES OF MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICE.
Eld er J. T . Min chew, , Vaycr oss, Ga., R. F . D. No,. 1.
Elder YV. P . Nune z, Bla ckshear, Ga. , R. F. D., No. i .
Elder H. J. Gr iffis, Odum, Ga. , R. F. D. N o. 2.
Elder YV. IVr. Hyers, Patterson, Ga.
Elder B. A. Thornton, Hickox, Ga.
E lder J . J. Hayes, Surrency, Ga .
E lde r W. D. Bryant, Coffee, Ga .
E lder T. J . Dilbon, Guisie, Ga .
E ld er Banks Lewis, Alma, Ga.
Elder J . A. Oste en, Guisie, Ga.
Elder Sim eon Thornton, Blackshear, Ga.
E lder R,. A . Thomas, Patterson, Ga .
Elder J. P. IVIike ll, Waycro ss, Ga ., P . O. Box 636.
E ld er Jno. Byrd , Blackshear, Ga. , R. F. D., No. 4.

LICENTATE.
Bro. S. , V. Lyons, Hi ckox, Ga.
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Churches Counties Messengers Pastors 1918

~ ~ 2 0.
0) .~ ~ ........

~ ~ j ~ ~
H ...... >. ~ , ,:::
>. O.,p ,!:). § Q)

,!:). §'O S:;::J 'O~
'0'0'0 ...... (1)'0 (1) ~ ..c::"'"
~~~~~~ :;s :3 ....,~
:o·a>.8~·S~'O ~ b ~~
o.~OOS::ooo.CIl...., s:: ,!:).s::
CIl(1)(1)O·... ~(1) 0 0 CIl~

i=Q~~oQr:::1Q E-i 0 rn <lj

An tioch .. , Ch a r lt on ·S. P. Wainwright, C. L. Byrd B. A. Thornton . . 41 01 OJ 01 01 01 O[ 151$ 1.25111 April.
Ben James Pierce J. O. Waters , S. L . Youmans J. A. Osteen... .. 11 31 11 01 11 11 41 531 9.50131 May
Bethesda Wayne A. L. Brannen, C. Ed enfi eld W. D. Bryant... . 01 01 01 01 I ! 0101 151 4.001 31 July
Bethlehem Pierce W. D'. 'Griffis Wm. H ires.... . . 01 11 01 01 31 01 11 22/ 5.501 11 May
Big Creek Wayn e R.W. Bennett. :. W. D. Bryant... 8131 01 01 11 I ! 41671 10.00!11 Oct . ~

Cor inth Wayne H. R.McOallie, J . D. Mur ry : .. Wm. Hires 01 01 01 01 01 01 11 91 2.00/31 Oct.
Da mascus Pi erce ....••• Wm. Hires, L . P. Steedly ·: .. W. D. Bryant... 0/ 01 11 01 11 01 11 131 3.00141 Aug .
E lim Coffee : Jno. Roberts. Lester Cole ,J. , C. Hewett. 71 41 1/ 01 01 11 21 531 6,00131 Sep t.
Mars Hill . Pierce Matthew Ca r te r , J . J. Moore J . A. Of.teen. .... 01 01 0/ 01, 1/ 0/ 01 241 4.50j11 March
Mt . Pleasant. Ware L. J . Strickland, J . P. Mikell. .. ~ J. C. Hewett.... 41 21 01 01 01 31 01 381 4.751 21 May
Mt. Pleasant. Bacon J. A. Osteen, A. M. Stewart. J. A: Ost8en .. .. 31 0/ 01 2j 01 1131 471 8.00121'Oct.
Mt. Zion Pierce. . . . . . Nathan Brown, Randal. Davis J. A. Osteen... . 11 01 01 oi 51 O! 11 281 6.00121 4tpril
New Hope Wayne B. A. Thornton, A. J . Petty B. A. Thornton .. 2[ 31 21 O! 01 01 01 48/ 4.40131 Apri l
New Prospect. . . Pierce Matthew Roberson , M. C. Murry B .A. Thornton .. 2/ I i oj 01 11 11 01 261 3.20!4! April
Provid en ce Ware E. M. Cr ibb J. T . Minchew. .. 11 31 21 01 31 01 1/ 25/ 2.5012 / Oct
Ramah Pierce W. D. Bryant, I. F'. R obinson , W. D. Bryant... 41 01 oj 11 2/ of 01 541 6 5012i Sep t.
R ehobeth, Ware C. C. An derson J. C. H ew ett... . 21 01 01 11 JI 01 11 351 3.00111 Se pt.
Rome. . . . . . . . . . . Ware..... .. W. A. King, J . T . Minchew J. T. Min ch ew... 01,01 01 01 11 1/ 01 27/ 5.75\41 Oct .
Satilla Wayne, Ransom Robinson, Steph en Mood y . . Wm . Hires.. ... . 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 141 2.00121 July

Totals 1391201 71 41211 9119:6131$91.851 I
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