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CORRESPONDENCE
FELLOIVSHIP .AND COMMUNION

Ilor a tirne I have had an impression
to address the houst¡hold of faith on the
general topic of fellorvship ancl coül-
rnunion. To rny mind there exists a ver-v
tlefinite clifference in the attitudes con-
noted by these tu'o lvord.s, ancl it is a
clifference of great importance, the nore
so, tto doubt, for Old School Baptists'
than for rnan)¡ <lther beliet'ers' I have
felt for a number of years that in much
of our rvriting and. discussion the in-
portant point imptiecl in the differenc-e
has been neglected, to oul spiritual loss.
While I clo not for a rnornent pretencl
that I can in some superior fashion dis-
pel the uncertainty surrouniling this
tluestiorr, it is my prayerful desire that
the I-,ord" u'ill be in this matter and- rvill
enable us through the e-ves of faith to
see not this alone, but all :rspects, of
}Iis glad. evangel in clairity and- peace.

Nonetheless, I a1-r1r'oach this cliscus-
sion u'ith consid.erable trepidation and
nrisgiving, fea,ring there rvill be rnan.v
rr-ho u'ill tzrke exception to rny views.
I c¿rn only sta,te at the outset that the
cliscussion, lihe its irnperfect author,
u'ill be only good. and praiseworthy in-
sofar as it pleases the I-lortL to favor it
l'ith llis rnatc.hless grace.

the n'orc1s t'fellos'shilrtt ¿rncl t'crolìì-

rrìunion" are frequently translated inter-
changeably froln the Greeli hoi,noni'a al-
though jt l'rnrld, scenl th¿t ((felloN¡ship"

is the ¡-rreferentiitl rend.eriug. Iì'r'en thtl
translators of the l(ing J:rrrres' \¡ersion,

however, use the worcls rvith a collìIlLon-
root rneaning: the id.ea of a life-interest
shared by sever,al' That there is a gen'-

uine d.ifference in LJne attitwrl'e implied
is shox'n by a careful read.ing and ex-

aurination of the scriptures. Since this
method. of approach is the only ac-

ceptable one for those rvho would d'e-

sire to be numbered- among the elect,
rve sh¿rll undertake to trace the d.ivel-
gerìce throug'h exarnination of appro-
priate tests.

In the n€rv 'I'estament the word '(fel-
lowship" ãppears .thirteen times; '(com-
munion," corespond.ingly, three times'
Er.en if one mahes exception for the in-
terchangeability of translation it would'
certainly appeanrthat the broader and
rnore inclusive usäge is that of ((fellorv-

ship." Ii'rotn this alone is inplied- a se-

clusiveness rT'hich is proper of t'conl-

ntuniott.tt
C'lhristian fellorvship is most fully ex-

plessed in I John t:3-7: '(That rvhich
rl-e h¿trre seen a,nd- hearcl declare lve ull-
to you, that ye also may havo fellol--
sliip rvith us: and. truly our fellon'ship
is u'ith the lr'ather, and' rvith his Son
Jesus Christ. And. these things lvrite
$,e unto you, that your joy rnay be full.
'Ihis then is the message"n'hich rve have
hearcl of him, and declare unto you,
that God. is lig'ht, and. in hirn is no
rl¿trkness at all' rf rve sa¡' that \t'e har-c
fellos'ship lr'ith him, an.d r¡'alh in d'arli-
ness, \\re lie, ,and do not the truth: But
if rve s'alh in the lig'ht, as he is in thc
Iieht, \\¡c have fellon'ship one l'itll
rrnother, ¿rncl the blootl of Jesus Chr:ist
his Sorr cleanseth us frorn ¿l1l sirr'"
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The notiorr of Christian courlruniorr

finds exact expression in I Corinthians
1l:24-26, rvherein our blessecl L,orcl
says: 'rAnd- rvhen he hacl given
thanks, he brake it, and saicl, 'l'alie, eat;
this is rny bod.y, rvhich is brolien for'
)¡on: this clo in rernenbr¿lnce of rlre.
Änd. after the sarììe rìrâ,nner also he
tooh the cup, u'hen he hacl supped, say-
ing, îhis cup is the nen' testament in
rny blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drinh
it, in rernernbrance of me. I'or as often
as ye eat this bread., and, clrinh this
cnp, ye d.o sho'v the L¡ord.'s death till
he come."

No'v in the tlyo ¿ittitudes clescribed
in the foregoing texts there is ¿1, certain
irnportant difference. flhe poilt of this
discussion is to shorv tlnat f el,l,owsh,igt
may be laacl by ul,l, bel,ieuet's, s.hile conr-
lnun,ion m,ay be d,one b,¡t o,tr,ly u, feto..1. Consicler the first text. The
apostle first states the ground.s on
n'hich it is possible.for believers to h¿rve
fello'rvship, orìe rvith ¿l,nother. (('I'hat
rvhich we ha\¡c seen ancl hearcl, decl¿rre
rve unto you, thnt ye a,lso rnay havc fel-
lowship n'ith us." The a,postle has seen
and hearcl, i.e., he has been gir.en tìre
eyc ¿lnd. ear of und.erstancling b¡' 1þg
I{oly Ghost; having been predestinated
to righteousness, he c¿rn norv responcl
to the gospel ticlings u.ith ¿r joyfrrl
heart. 'I.o I'houl Ìrer.e cloes hc speali?
Evidently, to those of li,ke naùtd. llis
rejoicing o\¡er the hingdonr rvoulcl be
rtruite rnezuringless to those u'ho hnol'
nothing of jt. I{e does not say, (.ì{on-
I have seen ancl he¿rrcl of the l(irrgclour
of lleaven .ancl u'hen I tetl you of it ruy
'efforts rvill result in your seeing and
hearing it and therr rve can have fel-
lol'ship." there is no su,ch impJication
in his language. ". cleclare lr.e ,unto
you, that .ve trlso rnay have fellorvshilr
with us." flr other worcls, when his rnes-
sage falls into their eyes and e¿rrs it
is fallirrg on eyes and ears alt.eu,dt¡ ttc"
turrterL, on hearts ct [read,y stru,i-bten, on

cçusciences ah'cucly inflarnecl like his
oivn. Onl¡' to such is there ¿ù clesire
for fellowship rvith hirn. 2. The fellor--
ship that these folk of like rnind h¿r'c
is not nrerely a friendl¡' g:rthering of
people ryho ha'ye ¿r sort of vague ancl
tenuous relationship: they are unitcd
in, and because o! their corrlmon fellon'-
ship rvith the great Heacl of the Church:
". truly our fellowship is rvith the
Father, and rvjth his Son, Jesus Christ.,'
\{¡ith such a foundation their fellorvshi¡r
is sure, their hearts ,are one, their cle-
sire in one h¿bitation and, as the be-
loved. hymn has it

"Tears flow from eye to qre
and joy from heart to heart." 

I

O the blessings they feel in their.conr-
ing together, and- in the peace of Christ,
rvhich passeth ¿rll understanding, n.hiclr
resicles in the midst of therrr ! Though
they rnay ever be so different in their
life work, in their stations, in thejr
comings ancl goings in this ternporal
scene, in these blessed mornents of fet-
lou.ship what edification and comfor.t is
in their nralh together ! îrhis is true
fellorvship. 3. it'his glorious fellon'ship is
totally l'ithout distinction as to creecl,,
or ch,u,,rch,, ot: cl,tLss. It mahes no lnelt-
tion of anJ- prerequisite for rnernber.shilr
s a v e ttra1. ou,e urutl, onl,g1 r'equirenrent
rvithout u,hich, incleecl, therc could be
no fellorvship trt all : r¡. if n e n-¿rlli iu
the ligùt, as he is jn the light, n'e have
fello'rvship one rvith trrrother, ¿rncl thc
blood of Jesus Ohrist his Son cleanseth
us frour ¿rll sin." .trach is corxcious of
that porver rvhereby he is sustained. to
'walk in the light; each kno\r's that rvith-
out the all-supporting hancl of his L¡orcl
ancl llaster he rvould sinh back into
the abyss of sin, ancl in the mutual
adoration of their risen Lord, they rvalli
Ín the brilliant light of faith. And thjs
is true fellorvshi¡t.

I have attenr,pted to shorv i4 this br.iell
¿nalysis that the condition of fellorv-
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ship is an:r u,tt,iaet"sø1, one for ,ail bel,ieu'
itt,g soul,s. It should. be amply clear that
n'ithout belief there can be no fello'rvship
¿urcl that rvithout the inten'ention of
the Spirjt there can be no belief. thus
fellowship cloes not merel;' return to
God '¿ls its proper object, but indeccì
lras its ol"i,gôn, in divine interventiol irr
the hunan consciousness. The point of
great importance to many Olct School
Baptists, should., holvever, be that of
the uniuersalitg of its application.
Whom can we feilowship? Can rve fel-
lorvship, for example, those of othel
church comrnunions? Can rve fellolvship
those whose doctrine is contiguous s'i1h
our o'wn sorne Presbyterians, mern-
bers of t h e lìeformed Church, other
Calvinistic churches? This vital prob-
lern cannot be ansrvered- by hot-heaclecl
human reasoning but m u s t, litre atl
questions of faith, stand or f a I I on
Su"i,pture. Antt the word of scripture is
abundantly clear: ". if we n alh in
the light, as he is in the light, s'e have
fellorvship one u'ith another .', Thus,
in fel,lotoship (please note rvell, \ve
speak nors of fellorvship, not coìn-
munion), the onl¡. question one believer
need ask another is: IMhat thinh ye of
Christ? \4tren tn o souls are broug'ht
together, each of \r.horn has tasted the
bitter d.regs of sin, each of n'horn ha,s
been rnad.e to re¿rlize his unrvortltirress be-
fore a just ancl avenging Goel, each
of -s'horn ,acknorvledges the porver trrrcl
the grace and the sureness of salr'¿rtion
of the LorcL Jesus Christ, each of \.holn
c¿rn s¿ry, n ith Toplacly, ((Nothing in my
hand I bring, simply to th). cross I
cling," then between these trvo souls,
\r'hatever their church, whatever their
'bachgrouncl, u'hatever the difference of
t}aeir comm,uni,otl,, there can ancl ¡rroper-Iy should be the purest Christian fel-
lorvship.

lJut norv let us consicler cotununior..
L¡rom the rvords of the second illustr.a-
tive test we see ¿t once that this is ¿Lu

entirely different rnatter. \4rhat are the
circumstances und.er which our blessed
I-¿ord said these words? Even in that
hour there were many who believecl irr
him, rnany n ho hacl seen the pon'er of
his holy -word, many u.ho had been re-
storecl to health in bod¡- ancl soul
thlough the lrinistration of his gr1âce.
lJut not all these were gtrthered to-
gether with hirn for the last supper. To
rny mincl this as a type of the corn-
urunion service s.hich the L,ord intencl-
ecl for his church, i.e., that in the corn-
rnunion there should. be not only tliosrr
of Lilte mtnd,, but those of Li,ke orcLet".
These disciples had followed. the Master'
rnore closely than the multitude; they
hacl partahen of his foocl, partaken oí
his sufferings. With hirn they had
crossed perilous seas and sat in the
calrnness of the rnount. They were ofi
liloe orcler. tt. ''l)ake, eatl this is mv
body u.hich is brohen for you. This do
in remembrance of rne.tt fn this service,
all were joined. in a cornmon method,
a unique order of worship: each tooì<
of the bread,, antl each dranh of tlxt
rvine. In the communion service there is
a seclusirreness in rvhich not all those
of lihe rnind participate.

In the OlcI School Baptist Church .n'c

Jrelieve that our church orcler and dis-
cipline is most clearly prototypic of thc
npostolic clrurch amongst all the exist-
ing churches of the present day. I\rc
believe that it is fitting ancl proper tht{,
a candidate for rnembership rnahe ¿r

public confession of his guilt as a lost
sinner ancl liis depend.ence solely oìì
the grace of Gocl. We belie'r'e in be-
lieyerst baptism as an emblem of thc
burial of úhe old reign of sin, ¿nd bhc
birth in the consciousness of the lor,c
of Christ. We believe in the indeperr-
d.ence of oul churches, in u'hicìr each
unit is a free republic of believers, ulì-
fettered by episcopalism or bishoprics.
\,\¡e belie'r,e in a free rninistry of tlie
l\¡ord, irr n.hich the qualific¿rtiorrs of ¿trr
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elcler lrre not d.etermined. by the plo
fundity of his scholastic background,
but solel¡' on horv the l-,orcl wor:ks ilt
hirn, a,ntl this question iu turn is solved
by the unitecl nincls of his oln, ft'ett
church. This is our ord-er', ¿ncl n'c be-
liever frorn scripture, frortr experience,
¿rnd. from fa,ith, that it is thc fittitts
basis for the cornurunion of our menr'
b e r s. Therefore, we cannot conlnLlene
with others who clo not share this clis-
cipline. Were rve to clo so \\¡e rvoulcl
be out of ord.er. We n'oulcl introducc
'lveaknesses, and. d.eviations, ancl dissent,
and finally open rupture, into ollr
church structur'e. In the cornrnuni<ln
sen'ice we approach the great Heacl of
the Church not merel¡ as those of otue
ruinrl, but those of otte ord,et', th¿rt r¡'e
rnåy claim rvith t h e belovccL a.postle
'(One Lord, one faith, one baptism."

f contencl that n'e shoultl hold these
things d.ear, ernd. persevere in the struc-
ture of our particular church cornmuni-
ty. Iror in it rve have at times felt thc
overpor.ering blessing of the Son, and
through it we have experienced. t h e

"joy, and peace in the Floty Ghost"
n'hich Paul rightly catls the hingdoni.

But neither ought rve to turn our'
eyes froru those -who, though the¡' þ¿1's
not our discipline, yet have ottt tloc-
l;t'itrc. These c¿Lnnot be our cornrtruni-
cants, but thev can be our fellorvs. \1rc
rnust mark rvell that nome but God
l¡nows who ltis el,ect u,re. Certainly not
ail his elect rvill be gathered in these
clays fi'orn our orvn srnall comrnunion !

1f any of us carr experience the porver
of his grace, tlre beuuty of his inter-
vention in. our souls, in correspond.ence
or conversation with these other folk of
lilie mincl, rvhether they be communi-
cants of the Reforrnecl Church, oì: cer-
tain Presbytelians, or the Strict llap-
tists of England and Austrzrlia, or the
Waldenses of ftal¡., if adoration to the
triune God coure from such commerce,
thell ne nla,)¡ be sule that the l-,ord is

in the rnatter and our fellorvship re-
flects to his eternal glory.

I must say in conclusion th¿rt I itrn b¡'
ro rneans zrdvocatiug that Olcl School
Baptists go out from theil otvn church-
es ¿rnd seeh out the services of other
corununions to the neglect of their owtr
affairs: Gocl forbid. ! In our particular
church structure \r.e mttst seeh, u.ith
prayers and supplications, that grace
s,hich is our daily need. But it is a sacl
¿ncl clisrn¿rl cornnentary on the failings
of hurnan n¿rture that so many of our'
'people fajl to realize that there are
rììany others rvho feel, as lve do, the
beauty of the grand. old cloctrines of
salr.ation b¡' grace, of eternal and. un-
conclitional predestination, of clection.
of resurrection, of the perseverance of
the saints. Iìronr tirne to titne each of
us 'will conre in contact, in spi'ritual
conversation, rvith these folhs of lilie
rnincl. There is much good for our souls
and. much glory to God to be gotten
from fellowshiii rvith them.

Ir'or rvhen our blessed Lord returns
to gather his sheep together, he will
gzrther then fron eyery kind.red., tribe.
and tongue, fron eyel'y church, both
Itr.r:ge and srnztll, frorrr ever¡' t'ace attd
clan. Änd. there will be no more clivi-
sion, but one elect, preclestinated froln
the founcl¿rtion of thr: n clrltl to e't'er-
la,sting glor¡', prnising hitn, Iì¿rther;
Son, ancl Holy Ghost, fronr rvhorn pro-
ceecleth rvisd.oru antl peace everlasting.
IIa.v the GocL of all grace h,ave mercy
lrpon us all arrcl turn our mincls frorn
the carnality of oìlr oì\'ll ntirrrls to the
nnspeakable riches of the I(ingdonr of
lleaven. IJENIìY TOWNSEND, Jß.

Box 275, San Jua,n, Te,xas

Mn. G. M. Tlvr,on, Dnln Bnorrrnn nt
r,opn or¡' nrnncy:We received your n'eì-
corrre letter and aln'ays glacl to hezrr
frorn the ¡reople that Jesus Christ clicd
fol u'hether I ¿rtrt one t¡t' l.l-ttt. Sorrtt¡-
tirnes I tlo feel to knon' that f do love
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the people of God. We have never met
in the flesh, but I hope and believe we
¿n'e brothers i'n the spirit.

I)ear brother, f ¿rrn going to givc
)'ou a text and lct you pond.er over it.
I h¿lve trierl to preach from it a time or
tu'o and it rnight be that I have prezrch-
ecl frorn it instead of preaching. You rvill
find this in ,Deut.32 begimring rvith the
first verse: ((Give ear, O ye heavens,
and. I rvill speah; and, hear, O earth,
the rvords of rn5. rnouth. MJ' d6ctrine
shall rlrop as the rain, my Speech shall
clistil as the derv, ,as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and as th-:
showers upon the grass.t' Now he as-
signs the rea,son; ((Because I rvill pub-
lish the nalne of the I-lorcl: ascribe ye
greatness u n t o our Gocl. I{e is úhe
Roch, his rvorh is perfect." This is sup-
posed to be the' song of Moses to the
children of fsrael. This rock is Jesus
a n d his work was a. perfect worh.
Ilig'hteousness is the habitation of his
throne. IÃ¡hen God spahe through the
rnouth of the prophets it n'as for some
one to hear, and he clid not speak to
cleaf, dumb and blind. people. Ile spealrs
to people that have ears to hear and
hearts to und.erstand, so this is the
earth und.er corrsideration, is his peo-
ple ¿r n cl Gocl ípeahing through the
rnouth of the prophet, l\[oses, said.((1\[y doctrine shall drop as the rain,
rrly speech sh¿rll clistil as the dew." IMe
linon' that rain on deacl grass rvill cause
it to rót quicker, but if .there is life
in that grass it c¿ruses it to spring utrr
¿rnd. come fortli n.hich shorvs the glory
of God. 'Ihis live grass is typical of
God's clildren. \\rhen the little under-
shephercl (the preacher) is perrnitted
or allo"lved. to spcali of the n'onderful
\vorks of Gocl, it is the cloctrine of God
our Savior. Therefore, it corììes from
Gotl to feed his chiìdren here below.
That is the brc¿rcl of heaven, that is the
n'atct'of :life, ¿rltl il, florvs out from
Jerusaleru just as our Savior intends

for it to flol'.
My dear brother, I do not knov' that

I ever rnade a failure in rny life, but
I just manifest rvhat is already there
so I arn ¿r failure to begin rvith. f do
know the little servant has to be given
n'hat to speah, ancl when the good L,orcl
opens up his understand.ing then these
showers are falling upon the live grass.
It seemecl thoug'h that the grass \vas
d.ead. so the live grass is God's people.
l{ave you not been in a dorrnant state
ancl did not think there 'was anything
for you, and rvhen the preacher woulcl
be given a gift of understanding it
rnacle you corne to life and rejoice in
God your Savior? Do you not feel many
tirnes that God has deserted, you, antì.
you mourn and pine and sigh for the
return of the Holy Spirit, and then you
cry lilie one of old, ('Return, return, O
Shulamite; return, return, that we may
look upon thee. What will ye see jn
the Shulamite? As it were the corn-
pany of two arlnies.t' It seerns lihe hc
has forsahen us. Ilow soon thoug'h when
he returns, as it u'ere. that grass cornes
forth in adulation and praise. A child
of grace has to be fed just like the nerv
born babe. lVhen the little babe is borl
about the first thing it does is to cr¡'.
ft sho'rys there is Ufe. Lihervise the lit-
tle spiritual chilcl cries to his heavenl¡'
parent.

When the little child is born of the
flesh, though it rn a y be asleep, thc
mother of thc babe can tell it is hun-
gry by the sensatiorr in the breäst, lihe-
u'ise our blessed Savior c¿rn tell vhen
his chilclren need food, and he gives
them food at the right tirne. Ile saicl
he n'ould ne\¡er leal'e nor forsahe therrr.
lfe pronrised. to be 'rvith thern in the
sixth trouble, and in the seventh he
r-ould, not forsalie tbem. This is jusi
a part of the tr,avel of a chiirl of GocI.
Yes, Jesus is the trìocìi in a neary lancl.
I-Ie is the cliief corner-stone, and thut,
builcling was uot conrplete u.ithout thc
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colner-stone. He is the cap-stone of oru
salvation.

I)ear blother', I have ne\/er been s¿ltis-
fiecl rvith rny preaching. Many has been
the tirne rvhen I h¿rve saicl sorne things
that rnay be I should not h¿lve saicl, ancl
left uns¿rid. thilgs that nta.1' bc I should
have said., but I h¿r,r'c uot shunnecl ttl
cleclare the n'hole counsel of God. I
ïave been preaching or trying to preach,
for fifty years this month antl I still
have not learnecL to preach. I am just
as dependent upon the inclependent God
as I n'as rvhen I first began to preach
fifty .vears ago. You said .vou rnet a
certain preacher in Texas. I tlo not
thinh he u'as our l<incl. I'our -J-ears ago
I knerv alt the sound Baptist preachers
in Texas. 'lhere are six Associatiqns
there ancl I linou' ¿rhnost all of the
preachers but f clo not l<nol' of this
lnan.

Please looh o\¡er rny nistahes for
there are rnany. You have rny consent
to do as you rvish vith this letter. If
¡'ou rvish yoÌr can send it to the Signs
of the T,im,es. This is to the house-
holtl of f¿rith. If there be ¿ crumb of
foocl in it gii'e Gotl the praise. If ¡'ou
h¿n'e 'a mincl n'r'ite rne again. .[ arn in
such bad health that I cannot go on
long trjps åì.n¡: 1ttot". May Gocl l¡less
and ì<eep you all the \.4)'is rny hurnble
'desire. I har.e been in Hopewell Asso-
ciation iIr Älabaru¿t arrcl "rvoulcl surel¡'
lil<e to go zrgain but I arn g'etting very
feeblc ¡rh.vsicall¡'. Onl.v n ife ancl I at
home ancL \\-e ¿ìre getting oltl. I hnorv
Iìlclers Brocli ¿md Griffin of Älá. I also
linon Iìlder L¿ì.tÌbert. These are fine
brethren. I biat you good. night. In love
for the truth's sahe. Remember us when
it goes n'ell 'with you.

(Elcler) JANIIIS B. REID antl WItrE

Route 1, Box 2 Ð, Ione, Cal.
Dnrn Er,rnn Dooso¡r: -{fter a little d"e-

lav I ¿rm sending rìr"\- subscription ftl'
¿urother )'e¿ìr to 1¡,¿ ^$rlgøs of the lfint'cs

rvhich is a source of comfort to rne. l'or
sevenal years at a time the S'tgrr,s htts
beeu thc onìr' lrreaching I received. for
m¡' church privileges have beeu fel' in
the thirty-eig'ht years that I h¿rve hacl
¿r narne arnong the Olcl Baptists of the
preclestinarian faith'and orcler. The Olcl
I¡aith ContencLer and. rnany obher goocl
sound articles ¿rncl boohs I have accullltr-
lated are a great comfort to rne n'hich
never grow old. The editorials and other
ar.ticles rvritten by the Elders feed, my
hungr¡' soul, if indeed I knoty anJ'-
thing about it all, ancl all other letters
published. are gootl. 'Ihe May issue is
incleed lad.en rvith good substantial foocl
for a hungry soul. The dear Lorcl has
his rvay rvith me, and he rvill gir.e cotn-
fort 'wherever one may be. IIis eyes are
beholcling everything, both the goocl ancl
the evil. I cannot say anything gootl of
rn¡'self, but c¿rn say I aln a poor sinner
saved by grzrce if saved. at all. I stitt
seeh nore eviclence to hnorv if I am one
of his chosen elect.

When I read about your illness ancl
operations I felt so sad and my deep
sympathy was for you ancl I trietl to
pray in my rveah way for your re-
covery. f knon' u'hat it is to be afflictecl
with severe illness, also operations. The
last six rnonths rn¡' husband and I havc
had. a tniserable time. IIe Ìracl ìrnett-
rnonia anil peritonitis in ¿l seriotts tt ¿t"\'

and finally h¿rcl to be operated. on again
in . March. I suffered broken bones ancl
a, badìy dislocated. left ankle in Dec,
and ¿rrn just now able to get arouncl
sìorvly u'ithou,t the aid of crutches. lVIv
suffering rvas great, but bless the dear
I-,orcl rn ho has been merciful to this
poor sinner which f do not deserve. Ile
hnows all our pains and- f do not be-
lieve we will suffer one ùoo man¡'. Ilis
bocl;' nailecl ancl torn died on the cross
ancl God's hol.v Ja'n rvas satisfiecl. I{e
1:raid oul debts ancl bore our sins. IÄrhai,
¿ scene of natchless grace for poot
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rniserable sinners, so helpless, trusting
ancl hoping in him.

I sincerely hope your recovery and.
strength 'rvill continue, ancl the l-.¡ord
bless you to be able to continue your
n-ork as Editor. of thc n onderful paper
S'igns of th,c T'int,cs, and rnay you be
enablecl to write nany more editorials.
Of the boohs f have I clo prize three,
(though all are good) Elder l)urand's((Fragmen'tsrtt (tPredestination,t' and
"Musing in Green Pasturesr" along rvith
the blessed booh, the Bible. fn Christian
Iove, feeling the least of all the dear
saints rvhom God has chosen before the
founrlation of the rvðrld.

(Mrs. ) MABEL, LINDSEY

1670 GaitJrer St., Memphis, Tenn.
Dp¡n Bnorrrnn DonsoN: I do enjoy
readiirg the letters in the Si,gns from the
different brothers and sisters rvhich
give rne so rnuch cornfort. Of course I
hnolv I am not rvorthy to think u¡ron
I{is dear name rvhich is above all narnes,
the God of heaven and earth who knows
all things and upholds all things b¡r f¡"
rvord of his power for rye l<now there
is no power but of God, and the powers
th¿t be are ordainecl of God "n'ho speaks
and it is done, commands and it stands
fast as he said, ¿'as I have thought so
shall it come to pass," ever hno'n'ing
n'hat has talien place and will take
place. AII wjse and. errer to be adored
thou art God rvho rnahes the rain to
fall on the just as rvell as the unjust;
s,ho purgecl our sins by himself and sat
clon'n at the right hand of Iris Majest¡'
on high for eyer and ever. "Surely as
f have thought, so shall it come to
pass." '(Ife docth according to his u'ill
in the army of heaven, ancl among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none can
stay his hancl, or sa¡r unto him, What
doest thou?" I)o ¡-oir not see ìron' beau-
tiful, this is when one iS lnaclt¡ to see a
¡rortion of it as I ho¡re I h¿r,e at times. We
ktìott' the n'a¡.s of the I-¡orcl are ¿rs rnuch

higher than our" ways as the heaven is
above the earth, bu't as we journey
along here we desire to learn and are
,anxious to know more and rnore of his
good.ness. As it is written "Blessed are
.they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shal,l, be filled,"
no may about it. Are we not glad. that
this is a certain fract, that there is no
condition on the part of man who is
as helpless as a new born babe. So we
see when God said let there be light
there 'was light, and the things that are
to be done rvill be done. IIis doctrine
clrops as the rain upon the grass and.
accomplishes the things it is intended
to do which is food to his little ones.

This food must corne dos'n from the
l-¡ord of hosts otherwise we are not fed
properly. So we see and kno'w it is not
voluntary hunger, but we are made to
hunger and thirst after the living food
and God. brings that about with his
lor.ing kindness. God is love, and by
his loving hind,ness he draws his chit-
dren to him. He is the good shepherd of
the sheep. Ife calls ancl they answer.
he knorvs them by name and they kno'w
him, a stranger they rvill not follorv,
and there is no may be about that either
for it is rvritten, "My sheep hear my
voice, and I hnorv'them, and they fol-
low me." Ile maheth them to lie down
in green pastures by the still waters;
he watches o\¡er them and l<eeps thern
by the rvord of his power. "Who are
hept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be revealed. in
the last tirne." Sometimes I wonder if
we are not living in the last clays, but
that is governeil by God and ve õhouttl
not be uneasy about it. Of course lñ/e
are here in a wicl<ed rvorld as the wheat
and tares grow up together; so when
harvest tirne comes the separation will
be made, the 'r,r.heat 'wÍll be put in the
garner and the tares rvill be destroyetl.
Let us be submi:ssive to rvhat comes
our way ancl realize thc Lorcl rules irr

ri
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heaven ancl earth, and we cannot ques-
tìon him about one thing. I did not
intend. to write this much when I be-
gan. I hope evclything goes rveil with
).ou a,ncl all the staff of the Si'gns.
I need yoru' prayers, please remember
me. Ifnrvorthily yours.

ÉIER,BER'Iì R. PRINCE

209 ltrest Pine St., Pal,estine, Texas
Dp¡n Bnorrrpn DoDSoN: For some tirne
f have been impressecl to lrrite you
another letter, but have put it off un-
til a dear mother in Israel a,sked. me
to send in her subscription to the Signs.
I am gtad. to read of your improvement
in health and thanhful that you have
resumecl your rvorh s'ith the Si'gns. I
anì sure that alÌ the readers appreciated"
the 'rvork clone by your able assisüant
n'hile you lyere ill. I first le¿rrned. of
it -while I u'as visiting in the homes of
rn;i si*¡.t ancl niece, Sisters Grace and
IJelen Jones, and Dr. B. tr'. Jortlan (my
brother) of Hollywood, Cal. We were
all grar.ely concerned about your con-
clition. I had. just come bacli to Grace's
after nine days in the hospital following
an operation, but I rvas soon up ancl
taking 'w'allis. It rvas so rvonclerful to be
n'ith my follis again, I hacl no worries
or responsibilities ancl gained. strength
ra¡ridl¡-. I 'rvill ne\¡er forget my first
trip to Califonli¿r. Grace, }Ielen ancl
I)octol anil n'ife tooli rne on several
nice trips ancl clrives in that section of
the state. My soul l'as thrilled 'lvith
the beautiful scener,v-the handirvorli
of our Gocl. illhe green hills, (in win-
ter) the rochy rnountains, some snor¡
capped, fertiie irrigated valleys rvhere
gren' citrus fmits, nuts, vineyard.s and
n'inter crops, and the Pacific Ocean. f
enjoyetl the paìns a n d, other green
trees, and. beautiful flowers in the yard.s
:rnd aìong the higlrrvays. Even learned
to see beautJ' in the d.esert s'itb jts var-
ious forrns of cactus and. small shrubs.

f attendecl church with them everJ¡

meeting day except the Sunday I 'was

in the hopital. I found. the rnembers of
this church to be tr friendly group of
Primitir.e Baptists from many different
states. I enjoyecl being rvith them as
they hnon' holr to treat a stranger in
their mid.st. Their PastoL, Illder O. If.
I)earing, is ¿l lreek ancL hurnble servaut
of Gocl who is lo'ved ,ancl respectecl b.,r'

all. If I am any judge I heard. sound
cloctrine preachecl from the pulpit. I
s¿rrv all the rest of my close relatives-
another brother, nieces, nephens and
cousins-and- rvas entertained. in some of
their homes. But tþe sweetest of mern-
ories rvere the clays after receiving the
S,igns, or after rneetings rr.hen Grace,
Ifelen, Doctor and. rvife and I cliscussed
the sermons and alticles in bhe rS'igrr,s,
ancl communed together in Spirit, re-
joicing in the evid.ences of our hopes
¿rnd. cliscussing the hidden tnysteries of
God 'rvhich are revealed. to his little
ones for we are kinclred in the Spirit
as well ¿rs in the flesh. 'Ihey all rvant
me to mahe rny future horne in Cali-
fornia. I long to be near them but some-
horv feel that rny rvorh is not yet finish-
ed in lexas. I feel that if Gocl has a

rr-orli for me there he n'ill shon' me the
nral iust as he did all of them.

Trventy-five years ago I rvas impress-
ed from ¿rJ¡ove to get my letter frorn
f-o'wa and plzrce it in a Prirnitive Bap-
tist church neal here. I loved. these dear
people and" the cloctrine they believecl
ancì. pre,achecl, being a stranger f rvon-
dered if they n ould accept me. Äbout
this tirne ¿r dear father in Israel, thc
clerli of Holly Spring Church, aslcecl
mc lrhy I atial not get my letter and.
unite with the chulch. To relieve m\¡
hea'rry burden I sent for rn¡. letter ancl
they took me in. There my member-
ship 'rvill stay until God. impresses mc
to rnove it. Though Ve are ferv in ntrn-
bers, we cannot give up the old church,
¿rrrd hold. services during the sumrnel'
lironths as oftcn as wc can.
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this spring ancì. sumlnel' I ha,ve been
blessed, to attend chulch sornewhere
nearl¡- er¡ery Sunday. the sermons give
me food ancl strength to go on, and I
¿lm mad.c to i'ejoice and thanh God for
his goodness to nre. I have attendecl all
of the five 3-da¡' uniorr rneetings that
have been held this sulnmer in the Un-
ion Association and hope to ,attend- rnore
of them. f arn glad to report that lover
unity and. srveet fellorvship prevailecl
throughout. The attendance has been
good every\yhere. Some of the church-
houses ,could. not hold all 'who attendecl
on Sund.ays. The singing r,ras melod.ious,
being sung with slririt. Tùre preaching
l'as harrnonious-the solid. doctrine of
God- which feeds the hungry souls who
corne for this food. I h,ave rvitnessed.
the ordinance of baptism to one each
at three different rneetings. It is a beau-
tiful sight to see one of God's little
ones go home to his friends, to tahe up
his cross ancl follow the meeh and lorv-
ly L,amb of God through evil as rvell as
good report. Baptism is the ansrver of
a goocl conscience to'ward God. t h e
burial signifies there has been a tleath

-a separation from the things of this
world-the raising up is a symbol of
the resurrection, and the child of Gocl
certainly walhs in ¿l nervness of life for
a seasoil,, the otd burden is gone.

It rvill soon be forty years since I
l'¿rs buried. in the liquid gra\¡e. Time has
n-roug'ht rnany changes since that happy
day. I seem to panse for a rnornent on
er hilltop ancl looh back throug'h the
years at the path I have trod.clen. It
has not been a flor-ery bed, of ease. T
can but give thanlis to God fol his
l<indness ancl mercy torvarcls me all the
day long. f can see horv he has led me
lrast rnany unseen pitfalls ¿rnd. sna,res
during the days of my young \\¡oman-
hoocl. Sometimes the irath $¡as rough
and stony, anrl I sturr,bled ancl would
have fallen over the cliff, but thc arms
of rn¡- blessed Savior closecl around- me,

and lifted rne u'p, and. placecl rny feet
on solid ground.. Between the hills I see
several beautiful green pastures rvhele
I fed. to my hearts content and lay
down by the still waters while I che'n ecl
the cud and digested, the food. My L,ord
has safely led me through the deep
\\¡aters and across the hot burning
sands, but the heat only burnecl out the
dross ancl I could appreciate the shor.-
ers of rain far better than before. We
cannot appreciate our blessings as we
should n'ithout sorrows and troubles.

Wren young I dreaded the ch,asterr-
ing rod for it h u r t my prid,e, but
through suffering we learn obedience
and the flesh is subdued by the Spirit.
That is ï¡hy David could sâXr "Thyroil and thy staff they comfort me."
We l<now rvhen we feel the rocl that
\ve ale the children of God as he only
chasteneth those he loves-his children.
IVe cannot rvalk by ourselves, we are
larne and halt and must lean upon the
staff-rrur precious Lord. and Master-
as we 'r,i'alh by faith. He is our strengUr
and guide.

IÃIhile on this hilltop I turn rny eyes
to the setting of the sun. I cannot see
the ground in front of rne. It is cov-
ered by a rnist or fog, and I linon' not
horv soon I will be clown in a deep
valley crying for God. to dcliver me
frorn the valley of this death. But nou'
my eyes are fa.stened, upon that beau-
tiful sunset, the various hues of col'or
in the sh¡i ¿¡"i1t my soul, the beautiful
promises of God in that -world beyond.
errthrall rne. I hope some day to rea,Iize
the fulness of their beauty through the
shed blood of our blessed L¡ord ancl
Master, Jesus Christ.

Iìlder Dodson, Sister Grace gave me
one of her copies of ((Shou'els of Rain"
rvhich I appreciate verJ¡ much when
in the proper spirit. You may send, rne
a copy of one'of the ,other publications
lrou gi\¡e for premiums for neu' subscrill-
tions, the one you have the rnost of. T
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hnow both are goocl reading or you
rvould not give them as premiums.

I promised. Grace if I ever wrote
¿rnother letter to the Srgnx I rvoulcl le-
veal my iclentity. I have given excuses
in the past but now have no nore to
render. I thanl< you for your kincl co-
operation in the past ancl alrologize for
irny inconvenience f may have causecl

-r'ou or your helpers by withholding rny
name ancl address.

"I'm not ashamed to own mY Lord,
Or to, defend his cause,

Maintain the honor of his word,
Tllre glory of his cross.

Jesus my God, I know his narne,
His name is all my tr-ust,

Nor'will he put my soul to shame,
Nor let my hope be lo'st.

Firm as his throne his promise stamds,
And he can well secure

What I've committed to his hands
Till tlrc decisive hour,

Then will he own my worthless narne
Before his Father's face,

And in the New Jerusalem
Appoint my soul a placer,"

Your lit'tle sister from 'I'exas.
(Mrs.) VEI,i\[A JORDAN I¡IìENC}I
(Many of our readers rvill no tloubt

be glacl to learn the iclentity of our'
"Little Sister from Texastt whose letters
have been most interesting. Il. L,. D. )

Genwa, Ala.
Dnen l{ous rror,t o¡' Ir'Ärtn: During m¡'
illness I feel that I have been taught
in a clearer more explici't 'way the truth
that ((tribulation 'worketh patience; ancl
patience, experience; a n cl experielìce,
hope." (Rom. 5:1-5) Truly rve owe e\/e-
rything to l{im and. rvithout him 'we
are nothing. It seems that I can see him
in the shining lig'ht, the rippling of the
\yaters, the twinhling of the stars ancl
the movement of each atom, molecule
nnd satellite. Most assured.ly he unfolds

e¿ch event, age and purpose. What a
nasterly hancL it is directing you and
rne in eyery change ard cou,rse. Truly
our pains, distresses, trials, temtrrbations
antl tribulations teach us that 'we a.re
frail mortals without his d.irecting shielcl.
What a great friencl is he indeed. One
who 'will rever, ro neYer forsahe. Be
rvith thee in sorrows, pains and dis-
alipointments.

As a whole'we feel that we have been
u.onclerfull) blessed. this year in ou'r
Association. There have been seYeral ad.-

tlitions by baptism, much improvements
mad.e in our builclings, and. peace and
harm,ony prevailed generally forrvhich
we hope we are thankful. Our com'
munion meetings have been soul stirring
and. the district meetings good. Eltler
J. W. Mcleod preached. the introd.uc'
tory sermon at the First District of
the Western Primitive at Mt. Gileatl.
ancl the foltowing also preached ably
âs well to our comfort and. edification.
Friday P.M. Eltlers J. J. Smith and E.
Il. Sorrells; Saturday A.M. G. B. Hicks
and W. D. Griffin; Saturd.ay P.M.
C. H. By,rd ancl J. J. Coltins; Sunday
Ä.M. W. D. Griffin and I¡. A. Collins.
It was incleed a blessing to have Elclers
Mcleocl and. Griffin come preaching by
grace and lorre the fundamental princi'
ples of sah'ation. May peace, love and
unity abouncl everyrvhere in Zion. Yours
in bond.s of love.

(Elcler) J. J. COITLINS

f}ox 2292, Roanoke, Va.
SrcNs ox' 'rrrn 'l'rMns, l)oar¡ Iìorron: I ¿nl
enclosing chech to lenew rny subscrip-
tion for two years. I noticecl your words
of thanhs in the May issue, and. as f
thought of the love of God to his chil-
dren I also thoug'ht of the children's
love for their Gocl antL X'ather. I knott'
I do not hnow as I feel I woulcl lihe
to know. To desire to clo right andl to
ìtnow rvhat is right is something to con-
sider. I. r'ery oftcn tliinh of Jesus' rvortls
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to his disciples l'hen theJ' n,ent fish-
ing, ((As soon then as they lvere come
to land, they sa-w a fire of coals there,
and fish laid thereon, ancl breacl." .Iohn
21:9 They hacl, at his com.nrancl by fish-
irrg on the right sicle of the ship, caught
rnany fish, but dicl they cline on whai
they caught even at the Lord's cornrnanci.?
"Jesus saith unto them, ,C o m e and
dine." ft seems to rne the only time we
come is at his cornrnand-. I{e draws us
nea,r by his love and rve dine only on,
rvhat he has d.one, rvhat he has preparr-
ed. We rejoice in hirn only. He is the
way, the truth and the life, and. we are
by reason of this glorious truth thank-
ful to him. f also like to thinh of Peter's
answer to Jesus when he said unto him
the thircl time, ",L,ovest thou me? Ancl
he said unto him, Lord, thou hnowest
all things; thou hnowest that I love
thee." Although this is usually termecl
as speahing to p,reachers only, there is
some consolation in it to me, especially
the answer the disciple made, as I'ell
as the command.s and questions of Jesus.
Job also declarecl something that goes
through and deep i n t o my heart at
times, (úlhen Job answered the Lord,
and.; said, I knorv thou canst do every-
thing, and that no thought can be with-
holden from thee. \4/ho is lie that hicl-
eth counsel rvithout hnowledge? there-
fore h¿rve I uttered that I ,unclerstoocl
not; thirrgs too wonderful for, tne,
which I hnery not." My thought rvas,
after Job hacl tr'¿yelecl to this point he
then made this ansu'er to the lrord.

fn thinking of Jesus liee¡ring the lan
to a jot and tittle for us, hcr fulfillecl it
but he saitl, ('I am not comc to destroy
ít:' a n d in thinking of his leading,
guid.ing and teaching his chilclren f arn
glad of their experience, but lre cannot
experirnent rvith his n.orl<. \4re experi-
ence, rve are taught of God, but we
camrot tahe h o I cl of antl try these
th ings out. It does take hold. upon us
¿lnd 'we are made to obserye these tc¿rch-

ings of his hancl because being taugh{,
of God. is to learn who he is and to re-
joice in him. lYe learn something but
how to perforrn I find not. We suffer,
we eTrdure, we go in the race set before
us by reason of his suffering, his en-
clurance ancl his running because he is
before us and. has acoomplishecl that
rvhich 1Ye are uuable to do.

I only intended to say I rvas rene\y-
ing my subscription. It seems I can-
not avoid expressing my feelings in part.
I hope this will not be amiss ancl of no
harm. 'f trust your charity in heart
'rvill bear with me. Hope )rou are re-
covering nicely ancl will soon be u,-ell
again. Ifumbly.

(Mrs.) CATHtrRINE A. HOUCHINS

Dr:ennsr Nnr,r,: fn reply to the tluest,
tions, "lMho am I? What am I? lMhy
am I? ancl What fo,r?" I presurne the¡'
are to tbe understoocl ancl ansrverecl
in a spiritual sense; so in ârÌs\ver to
)'our first question, ¿'Who arn T?" I
rnust answer, I feel that I am the chief
of sinners. ((I r'¿ùs shapen in iniquity;
and in sin did my mother conceive me."
A natural rnan, of the earth earthy. De-
serving God's wrath, yet imploring his
love and forgiveness, and as he only can
save such sinners as I, hoping I rnay
fincl farror in his sight, u,ot fox $'orhs
of righteousness which I have eve,r done,
but through free unrnerited. gra.ce, ((For
by grace are ye saved. througlu faitlt,;
and trr'at not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God.: Not of 'vorhs, lest any
man should boast." (There is no boast-
ing in Ilis hingdorn. ) If I have receiv-
ed this wonderful gift of his love, then
I must have been born again, "not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the rvill of man, but of God." A
spiritual birth. If this be so then I mav
say I am;

"A child oÉ Jehovah, a subject of grace¡
I'm of the seed royal-a dignified race;
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An heir of salvation, redeemed with blood,
I'11 own rny relation, my Father is God.

He loved me of old, and he loveth me still;
Before the creation he gave me by will,
A portiorn worth more than the Indies of gold,
Which cannot be wasted, nor mortgaged, nor sold,

He gave,me a Surety, a covenant Head,
To live in my na,rne, and to, die in my stead;
He gave me a righteousness wholly divine,
And viewed all the merits o.f Jesus as mine.

He gave a Preceptor infallibly wise,
And treasures of grace, to be sent in supplies;
Yea, all that I ask for, my Father hath given
To, help rne on earth, and to, crown me ifr'heaven.

!
He gave me a will to accept what he gave,
Though I was averse to his purposer to save;
He wro'te in his will my repentance and faith,
And all rny enjoyments for life and for death.

,|

My trial,s and sorrows, my conflicts and cares,
The spirit of prayer and the atìst¡¡er of prayers,
lhe steps that I tread, and the station I fill,
My Father determined and wrote in his will.

1.

My cross and my cr'owî. are both willed by my
God,

He swore, to his wlIl, and then sealed it with
blood;

'Tis proved by the Spirit, the witness within,
'Tis mine to inherit, I'll glory begin."

As to question nutnber tn o ¿'fVhat anr
I?" T must say like one of olcl, '(\\Ihat
is man, that thou alt mindful of hiul ?

¿nd the son of nìan, that thou visitest
him?" I feel that I arn rnerely ¿r \veal(;
helpless lvorm of the dust in }Iis sig'ht.
I)ependent as a littie babe upon my d.ear
heavenly Father for all f havc a,ncl all
I am, ancl all I ever holte to be or be-
come. Only a little child irr understancl-
ing and strength, unable e\¡en to cry to
him in my distress 'rvithout his help,
but conforted to knorv that "of such is
the hingdorir of heaven." f am made
to rejoice in my infjrmities, feeling that
it is to the'vealc ancl trenbling he sho'ws
his tender care.

fn ¿,[ns\\'er to questior. nuÌrìbel thr'ee,
t'\\rh"r' ¿ttìì [,f' ì c,an onìr' ¿rììs\\'(ìl' ìlcc¿ruse

it seeued goocl jn his sight. ((I atìr"
for the sanre reason th¿rt the worlds
\\-ere cre¿ùted.; the planets placed. in the
firmarnent; the se¿r rolling restlessly
from shore to shore; the beasts of the
\r¡oods and fielcts roamitìg about at their
pleasure, ancl all othel created things.
Ilor the sarne reason that Daniel, David,
Paul, Pharaoh or eYen the evil one we
call Satan were placed upon this earth,
ând that good ancl evil both exist. All
because ttso it seeemed. g o o tl in his
sight."

In ansler to question four, "lVhat
for?" For his pleasure. We are told in
Rev. 4:lL ((foÍ thou hast createcl all
things, and for thy pleasure they are
and. were created." ((And. lve l<now that
all things worli together for good to
thern that love Gocl, to them who are
the callecl according to his purpose."
So I conclucle that I too am arnong the
all things createcl for their good.-in
some way 'vhich I am not permittecl to
understancl-ancl His glory; and I long
to serve him faithfully and submissively
in n'hatever station he sees fit to place
rne, rvhile he rvishes me to serve him
here, and then hear the joyful call,
"Well done, thou good- and faithful ser-
vant, enter into the joy of thy Lord."

(Mrs.) ADEI-,A PRICE JONES
Juue 7, 1919.

(''Ihe foregoing article lvas submittecl
by the daughter of oul late Sister Jones,
Miss \resta II. Jones, 1 Edgewood Parh,
New Rochelle, N. Y. )

Mernphis, Tenn,
I)r¡er Ììlrur¡ l)orsoN: lMe regret being
slorv in rernitting for our paper forwe
Iove the conterìts of this paper above
any of its hincl and. hope to erll'a¡'s bc
able to tal<e it. Our life is a mixture of
jo.1's ancl sorrolvs as lve journey along.
So many tried. experiences we undergo,
¿rnd lilie John \\'e often wond"er ancì
rrsli is this the l\'¿ry or do rr'e look for'
:rrurther; ancl lilie John '!ye ¿rre so gr¿ì-



SIGNS OFi THE TIMES 13

ciously shorvn again these things. Life
is so filled" rvith many cares that crorvcl
out better things; no tùne to read. or
think, but the thought c¿rnc n ith the
'n'riting of these 'n'ords, tha,t the cler-jl
and. all his assistants ¿rrc lot ¿rble 1-o

hinder God's little ones froln getting
e\¡ery crtrmb that falls for thell. If not
restr¿rined \r'c $'oulcL be striving to get
our brethren's crumb also. I)o u.e not
see the perfection of God's rvork? In
Christ all fulness d'n'ells, our joys ancl
cornfor.ts are all treasured up in Jesus
ancl he supplies all our needs. I{e says
I nail,l, and. you shal,l, and. in these shalls
lies all our sufferings also. Ye shall
suffer for rny n¿rrne's sahe. If ye n ouìcl
reign n'ith hirn in glor¡, ¡'e shall also
suffer l'ith hirr. the rvills ancl shalls
of God. set oul feet upon the Roch, (if
n e be one of his children) ancl establish-
es our goïngs. We had no part in this
great preparation and rve have no power
to rvalh in the rvay, (of our orvn) it
rnust be given us of the trather. \Irhen
Peter cleclared,, ((Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God," "Jesus an-
swered antl said unto him, Blessed a,rt
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for: fìesh ancl
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
rn'r' Ita,ther rvhich is in heaven." The
battle is not to the strong or to the
nrighty, but to those n.ho fear the l-¡olcl
alrd trust in his narìre. Oh, that I liner-
I have clone that, yet that rvotld d,o
away n'ith our hope and it ca,nnot be
for the scripture tells us ì\re ¿Lre savecl
by hope. So may God who is rich in
rìlercy rene'w our hope from time to time
and. cause us to trust in saving grace
and hold filrn to the end.

f an. enclosing an extra dollar to use
as you see fit, n'ish it could be more.
I hope it will be God's rvill to uphold
this dear paper to the praise and honor
of his rame, ancl to the comfolt of his
children that are scattered over this
rvorlcl. \Me beg an interest in y o r r
pr¿r,,yers, l-hen ¿t the tluone of gracc,

that l'e be hept by the porver of Gorl,
reacl,r' to be revealecl in the last time.
Llrrrvorthily,

(IIrs.) LUTHIIR, OAMPBELL

Arkansas City, Ark.
I)r¡en lJnomrnn l)onson: "Ancl it came
to pass." No event since time rvas d.e-

clarecl has been a happen sor or b.v
chance systern .n'ith the Maher of every-
thing, or fronl the beginning or dawn
of time donn to the present,1950, ancl
n'hich now is no older than in the be-
ginning. 'I'he cycle of time has run its
course, and Dr¡r subscription to the
Signs has run out or is expiring. I am
enclosing funds to renet for t'wo years
and. the balance rnay be airplied as yotl
see fit. I do not rvant to miss a single
copy as each one is full of gospel truth,
Seeniingly each lyriter and. article gov-
ernecL by the dirrine hancl of providence;
rneat and rairnent to the hungering,
fzrrnishing souls of thc saints frorn the
ntost high God, rrtd. trrav there never
l¡e a time rvhen all the householcl of
faith cannot find comfort through the
colunrns of the Bigns, and that it still
cnn continue on governecl by that ever-
ìasting co'r'enant of love ancl truth.

M¿y the love of God. contjmre ïo
guide, clirect and u'atch o\¡er all the
hurnble saints rvith that rnanifestation
of his urerciful love. Your verJ¡ unwor-
th¡' blother'.

BEN PAR,R,ISH
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NEW YEAR'S GREETING
'Ihe subjects of love, mercy and" grace

have been consecutively employed. in
oux greet'ings for the past three years.
This year we have selected" fai'th' lor olur
subject. We are told that 'without faith
it is impossible to plea,se GocI. This em-
phasizes the importance ancl value of
faith. It is not an ea'rthly product which
can be produced or manufactured. by the
rvisdom of this world. No, not even all
tlne th,eol,ogi,ans, euan,gellists ancl preach-

- ers of. our time combined. can impart
the least particle of faith to a poor
hell-deserving sinner. Since jt is the
gift of Gocl, it must come dorvn from
above, f'rom the "Father of lights, with
whom is no variableness, neither shad-
dow of turning." This is very definitelJ'
one of those good. ancl perfect gifts
which God. himself bestows upon those
for whom it was d.esigned. Horv mysteri-
ous is faith! It is declared to be "the
substance of tliings hoped, for, the evi-
dence of things not seen." It is ((through
faith rve understancl tha.t the worlds
ìvere framed. by the rvord of God, so
that things l'hich are seen \velc not
luratle of things which,do it¡rlretrr'." Abel

possessecl this faith s.hen he "offered
unto GocI 'à more excellent sacrifice
than Cain." Enoch hacl it when he walh-
ed nith Gocl and. was translated that
he shoukl not see death. It nas by faith
that l{oah, r'being -lvarned. of Gocl of
things not seen as yet, rnoved- tvith fear',
prepared an ar'li to the savins of his
house; by the which he cond.ernned the
l,orld, and. became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith." Gocl gave this
faith to Abrah¿rm '($'hen he l'as calletì
to go out into a place s'hich he should
after receir.e for an inheritalrce,'x'x'x'xurrd
he went out, not hnorving rvhither htr
rlent.t' The record, is that "he loolied
for a city ¡n hich hath foundations, rvhos;e
builcler ancl maher is God." The par'-
ents of Moses vere in possession of this
faith when he rvas born, and. seeing that i

he was a proper chilcl, they 'rvere not
¿rfraid of the king's command.ment, ancl
hicl him three months. It rvas by this
same faith that Moses, ttwhen he rvas
corne to years, refusecl to be called the
son of Pharaoh's claughter; Choosing
rather to suffel affliction with the pco-
ple of God., than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season; Esteeming the re-
proach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had. respect
unto the recorìrpence of the reward. B¡-
faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
rvrath of the king: for he errclurecl, its
seeing him rvho is invisible." It rvas b,v
faith the child.ren of Israel end.ured. d.ur-
ing their sojourn in Egypt and. passecl
throug'h the Red Sea as by dr¡, ]¿1¿.

In the eleventh chapter of Hebrelvs
the apostle continues to enumeratc thosc
rvho, d.orvn through the ages of tinte,
l'alhed. bJ. faith, ancl then in the tu'elftlt
cliapter he speahs of them as being ('so

great a cloud of rvitnesses." trVe lihe to
thinh of this ('great cloucl of 'nritnesses"
as composing an innutrerablc compan¡'
of saints who passecl this n,a¡' cluring
the centuries preceding thc coning of
our Lord ancl Saviol Jesus Christ in



SIGINS OF THE TIMES 15

the flesh. îhe apostle says, ((l[rherefore

seeing we also a,re compassed- about witlt
so great a cloud. of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and. the sin rvhich
d.oth so easily beset us, ancL let us run
s'ith patience the race that is set be-
fore us, Loohing unto Jesus thc author
and finisher of our faith; who for the
joy that was set before him end.urecl
the cross, d.espising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.." We are persuaded that God.'s
children here in this sin-cursed. worlcÌ
are often heavy laden rvith many
rveights of sin, which easily beset thern,
and. they need to lay them aside and
run with patience the race that is set
before them. In running the race thaú
is set before them, they are reminded to
"consid,er him that end.ured. such con-
trad.iction of sinners against hirnself.
lest ye be rveariecL and faint in your
minds." This can only be d.one by looh-
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher
of their faith. \Me are told that it rvas
for the joy that was set before hirn that
he end-ured- the cross, d.espising t h e
shame, and is set d.o,wn at the right
hand of the throne of Gocl. This means
to us that his brid.e, rvho fell in Adar-n
and becarne separated from him by rea-
son of sin, was to be fully lestored- ancl
be all fair, rvith no spot, rvrinhle or
any such thing, by and. throug'h liis suf-
ferings, death and resurrection. When
'we are blessed with faith to look beyond
the things which are seen, which are
conórary to our spiritual life, and can
'(lay hold upon the liope set before us:
\Mhich hope we h¿tve as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steclfast, and
rrhich entereth into that u¡ithin thc
veil; Whither the forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, rnade an high priest
for ever after the ord.er of Melchisedec,"
1ve can then tahe courage ancl press on
toward. thc mark of the prìze of our
high calling as it is Chrjst. Paul said,((Therefole being justifierJ. by faith, s'e

have peace with God. through our l-¡ord
Jesus Christ: By rvhom also we have
access by faith into this grace rvhere-
in rvc stand, ancl rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God. Ancl not only so,
but rve glory in tribulations also, know-
ing that tribulation s'orheth pa-
tience; And patience, experience; and.
experience, hope; Antl hope rnaheth not
asharnecl; because the love of Gocl Ís
shed abroad in our hear'ts by the IIol¡'
Ghost rvhich is given unto us.'; We also
lihe that portion of the word.
r'vhere the apostle says, "Ir'or our
light affliction, rvhch is but for a mo-
ment, worheth for us a far rnore exceed.-
ing and eternal weight of glory; ïflhile
'lve looh not a,t the things which are
seen, but at the things rvhich are not
seen: for the things which '¿ùre seen are
temporal; but the things which are not
seen are eternal." It is only by the rvorh-
ings of the Holy Spirit that rve are en-
abled to hope that rve are arnong those
rvhom God forehncrv and. predestinated-
to be conformecl to tlie irnage of his dear
Son, and then rve can rejoice and feed
upon the strong-rneat d.octrine of t h e
apostle rvhere he says, ((And. rve hnol
that all things rvorli together for good
to them that love God, to them r'vho are
the called according to his purpose."

Ägain, Paul says in Ilebrervs l l- :6,

"lle that corneth to Gocl rnust believe
that he is, and- that he is a rervarder oï
them that diligently seeh him." Jesus
sLr,icl, r(l{o rnan calL come to me, except
the Father rvhich hath sent me dra'w
hjm." Therefore, rve must conclude that
no rnan can come unto Gocl, verily be-
lievirrg that he is God, and- that he is a
lewa,rcler of thern that diligentl,v seek
hitl, except b¡, f¿i¿1t in the shecl blood
of the blessed l,amb of God, $.ho was
verily foreord.ainecl, before the fountl¿-
tions of the earth were laid- or the
morning stars sang together, to cotne
in the fulness of time ancl- mahe atone-
ment fol the sins of his people. fn or'-



16 SIGI\IS OF THE TIMES
cler for one to come to Gocl acceptably,
he must irrevocably, unconditionally
ancl absolutely believe tha,t all things
are possible lvith llim u'ho hacl the wis-
d.om, power and" love to provide salva-
tion by and through his Son. Gocl him-
self spake by tlie mouth t.¡f the prophet
Isaiah, saying, "Ye are rny rvitnesses,
saith the l-,orc1, ancl my sen'ant rvhorn
I have chosen: 'that ye may l<no'w and
believe me, ancì- understand that I am
he: before me there r\¡as no God. formed.,
neither shall there be after rne. I, even
I, am the L,,ord.; and beside me there is no
saviour." It rvas his a,rm that brought
salvation. Ile that cometh to God, then,
must believe this, and, must believe that
he is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that 'w'e may ask or think.
Such an one rnust be taught that
it is by the rvork of Gocl that rve be'
lieve on him whom he hath sent. John
said. ('FIe came unto his or,vn, and his
o'wn receivecl him not. But as many as
received hirn, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name: IÄtrich
were born, not of bloocl, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the rvill of man, but
of God." One must, therefore, first be
born of GocI in ord.er to believe that
he is verily God, 'with all that his narne
implies. We can but believe that hon'-
ever weah in und.erstancling of doctrinal
points a babe in Christ may be, that he
comes into the world of the l-.¿ord Jesus
Christ with the kno'wledge and firm
conviction in his very soul that God's
sovereignty extends orrer all worlds,
principalities and powers, both visible
ancl inr.isible, ancl that as Nebuchad-
taezJz,ar: so wonclerfully declared, ¿'Ile d.o-
eth accorcling to his s,ill in the army of
heaven, and. am'ong the inhabitants of
the earth: a,rrd none can stay his hand.
or say unto him, I/trhat doest thou?"
IÄrhen one is born of God he is given :r
len'n¿l,ture, one that hungers and thirsts
trfter the righteousness of Gocl, and he

n ill. long for the crumbs 'n"hich fall
from his Master's table. Being first
taught that there is help in none other,
hc loohs to Gocl and him alone to su1r-
ply all his needs.

To quote the apostle Iraul orrcc rnore,
he says, "lMe walk by faith, not by
sight." This has been brought home to
us almost innurnerable times d.uring the
past more than forty years as a member
of the visible church and our experience
in the ministry of more than a quar-
ter of a century. Ilorv oft have we en.
d.eayorecl to ma,he plans and- map out
the course of our life, only to be heclged.
in and. about us rvith hervn stone, ancl
rnacle to hnorv that man may propose,
but it is God 'who disposes and. exe-
cutes. Surely, it is not in man that
rr.alheth to direct his steps. One does
not hear his voice, ,saying, ((Be still,
ancl knorv that I am God," until he llas
beheld. the rvorhs of the Lorcl ancl seen
what desolation he hath wrought in the
earth. But it is this same ,God rvho gives
us to see in him ttour refuge and
strength, a yery present help in trou-
ble. therefore (says the Psalmist) witl
not n'e fear, though the earth be re-
uro\¡ed, ancl thoug'h the rnountains be
c¿rried. into the midst of the se¿1." Such
an one as this lives or walhs by faith,
and. he is elrablecl to d.rinh of the river,
the streams n hereof shall m,ahe glad- the
city of God. I-Ie beholds that God is in
the rniclst of this cit¡', and that out of
her, the pelfection of beauty he hath
shined. Ife then sees that most lvond-er-
ful sight 'lvhich Isaiah clescribecl rvherr
he said, ¡'I-,ooh upon Zion, the city of
Dur solemnities : thine eJ'es shall set,
Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a taber-
nacle that shall not be tahen dorvn; not
one of the stahes thereof shall ever be
removed., neither shall any of the cords
thereof be brohen. But there the glor-
ious L,orcl rvill be unto us a place of
broacl rivers ¿lncl streams; nherein shall
go no galley with oars, rreither sìrall
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gallant ship pass thereby." It is good.,
incleed, "when \ye can "\Valli about Zion,
ancl go round ¿rbout her: tell the towers
thereof. Marh J'e rvell her bulwarhs, con-
sid"er hel palaccs; thnt )'e may tell it
to the generation foll<,r'ving."

In add'ressing the household. of faith
on the subject of faith, such a treatise
rvould be woefullv incomplete and lack-
ing, it would. seem to us, unless it em-
phasized sorne of the experiences of
Abraham, rvho was called the father of
the faithful. Ever since rve could re-
member, we have heard the faith of
Äbraham spoken of, that "he staggered
not at the promise of God," etc. and
it rvas not uhtil recently, while study-
ing about hirn in tlie booh of Genesis
that we d.iscovered. horv rveah he was in
faith, at times. \4lhen he and Sarah en-
tered, Egypt, hnowing that she was a
fair woman, he was afraid, the Egyp-
tians rvould slay hirn if he told. them
th¿rt she was his "wife, ancl therefore
he said unto her, "Say, I pray thee,
thou art my sister: that it may be well
vith me for thy sahe; and rny soul shall
live because of thee." Sarah rvas tahen
into Pharaoh's' house and commend.ed
before him, but God. plagued Pharaoh
and his house that he should- not touch
her, and. they both went on their way

' unharmed. It was this same Abraham
rvho manifested. exceeding great faith in
offering his son, Isaac, on another oc-
casion, as he sojourned in Gerar', said,
of Sarrah his rvife, "She is my sister:
and Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
tooÌr Sarah." In this instance, Gocl re-
r'èaled, to Abimelech in a dream that
Sarah was Abraham's rvife, and com-
rnand.ed. him to "restore the man his
wife." There is a saying to the effect
that ('Miser¡' lihes compâny," ancl iù
rnay be that some of ou,r readers, when
the¡' reach tte point that their fajth is
¿hnost gone, (ran. ta]rc cotr,tage, seeing
that they ale onl\. tleading the patÏi
n'lrich our fathers have trod. \{rhile tra-

veling over the sea of life, we rnay ex-
perience seasons lihe Paul, r'hen he
said, for fourteen d.ays they were over-
rvhelmed rvith clouds and rain, r,rith not
a single ray of lig'ht, nevertheless Gocl's
promise rvas sure, and there u¡as no
loss of life, even though the ship was
destroyed. It is good to have brought
úo our rninds the blessed assurance that
God is faithful, (rrvho rvill'not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will rvith the temptation also mahe
a wày to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it."

'Ihe world has been passing througlr
perilous tirnes, and. as we stand. upon
the threshhold of this New Year, gazing
out upon an unknown ho,rizon, it is
good to tahe refuge in that Gocl who in
the beginning createtl the heaven and
the earth, who hath made the universe
rvith all that it contains, which our
finite minds cannot grasp, neither corn-
prehend., and. commit ourselves into his
care and. keeping, being assured. that he
is still at the helm and that ('he that
heepeth Israel shall neither slurnber nor
sleep." ft is truty "he that siüteth upon
the ci,rcle of the earth,' and the inhab-
itants thereof are as grasshoppers; that
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain,
and. spreadeth thern out as a tent to
dwell in: That bringeth the princes to
nothing; he m,aketh the judges of the
ear'th as vanity. Yea, they shall not be
planted. i J,Êã, they shall not be sown:
yea, their stock shall not tahe root in
the earth: and he shall also blon' upon
them, and they shall wither, and the
n hirhvind shall tahe thern awarv as
stubble." Isa. 40:22-24. Truly, our God
uphoìds all things by the word of his
po'!yer; he speahs and it is clone, he
commands and it stands fast, and not a
single shaft shall hit, (till the God 'of
love sees fit. Not a sparro'w shall fall
without himr'and his people har.e been
asbured that they are of rnuch more
rralue than many sp'arrorvs.
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We greet our readers in the hope that

\ve may ail cls'ell in the secret place of
the most High and. abid.e uncler the sha-
clorv of the 'rving of the Almighty, that
he will enable us to give thanhs unto
him fo,r that faith which is spohen of
throughout the worlcl trncl, fìntrlly 'when
'rve shall no longer need the staff of
faith to lean upon here belol', may he
bicl us to clepaYt in peace ancl cnter into
the joys of our l-,ord., is our prayer for
.fesus' sake. Amen.

R. Ir. D.

IÌIAT WHIOIì ABOUNDS
My experience te¿rches me tìrat there

is such a thing as being bound.. I be-
lieve ancl hope that f have been taught
of Gocl that rvhat he binds he must un-
tie if it is e'ver united. I clo not have
anr. d.esire to hnow anything :rbout one
of these little gods that úries to tie one
of their subjects, nor that binds ancl
leaves the loosening to the tied or'to
another.

In this experience f have been bouncl.
I have not been nearly bouncl. I have
hacL to -n'ait until my captor was reacly
to loose me. It has been hard. to wait.
I have had times that I would try to
loòse the cutting, binding cords, but
¿lll I have clone has not enablecl rne úti
becorne free. In this bound condition I
have thought rLpon fair cla-vs of the past
l'hen I rvas Jrlessecl l'ith freedonr, ancl
I have longed for a return of those clays.
I have triecl to bring thern about; I
have tlied. to return to then; I have
tolcl myself that I rvould be free by -y
efforts, but none of my efforts, prayers
(so-callecl), or resolntions, have availetL
me anything.

Our editor has rvondored at my rvrit-
ing. Ife has often spohen to others that
I 'was apt at getting in my eclitorials. I
have "n onderecl if he hnew my feelings
rvhen I n'ould hear of his commend¿-
tory remarks about rny efforts rvith
the pen. I have not desirecl eulogies

frorn rny readers for rvhat I have wrii-
ten. I have been glacl rvhen a poor'
clorvncast soul was comfortecl by rny
l'riting, ¿rs I h'ave been macle glad- when
rny effortg in the pulpit were cornforb-
ing. But I hope that I have felt and
irnorvn for uryself that all 'rvorthwhile
x.riting, alt my preaching, together with
all other profitable labor in the kingdont
\\¡as a gift of Gocl. I n ould. have con'
veyed. that to one ancl all of you coulcl
I have done so. I hac'L felt for years-
even as long as I had had. an impression
to preach-a longing desire to write
¿ibout the wonclerful things contained in
thr: will of God. I would not be honest
if I dial not tell you that oftirnes the
t't,eling to rvrite has been so strong that
I have had to la¡' u.i¿. the pursuit of
lìre day ancl rvrite. Many tines this writ-
irrg has been presentecl to nre as sweet-
ly ancì. rvith as much comfort as mJ¡

1rr:eaching. I trust that I have been
e,ç¿rlted. above vain and transitory things
bc pl'aise my Maher for so great sal-
vation. Would- I be called vain to tell
you, dear ones, that f have not linown
lc,ng periotls rvhen sornething rvas not
¡t^iven me to rvrite aboutZ And I cer-
tainl'r. n'oulcl not s.¿nt to give you the
itlea that I thinti ¿rll that f ìiave rvrit.
lelr is of the Lord. No, no, not tha,t,
brrt I n'oulcl tell you, that if I have been
c¿ijlecl to prezLch his unsearchable riches,_
tliat I ha'r'e been callecl to write them,
Íor rny experience has been zrn impres-
sion to rv'rite as long as f have had one
¡1¡ .rpeah in his gleat name.

I have hnown long clry barren tirnes
in preaching; I have hnown rvhat it
lyir.s to be closed. and bound in such a
il'rv that I could. not say one rvord in
tirc puìpit, but to have my mind. bouncl
thaL I could not 'write was something
nen' to me. I have sat down at my
typevriter and starecl at the sheet of
J)aper'; I harre cìone that many times in
+ire last several 'rveelis, finally having
to irut the cover back on the machine
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in iìle greatest sorro\l/ a poor sinner ever
litt ot','s.

Ilxperience rna¡, rru1 a,plreal to yoll
dear one, but it is importzrnt to rne. In
this great darkness th¿rt carne over me f
vas in trouble. I n'antecl to be out of
it; f rvanted to be flee ¿s I had been
in the past to l'r'ite to those that I
loved; I str"uggled in my bounds; I
even got so far dol,n in despair that I
wond.erecl if the l-¡orcl was teaching me
that it had all been of the flesh frorn
beginning to end. f n'ould. roll in my
bed. at night ancl in my feebleness of
soul woulcl beseech the l-,orrl to remove
the barrier frorn before rne. Nothing
availed me any relief. But just the oth-
er night a welcome rclief flooclecl rny
poor d.o'wncast soul. My sadness nras
turned to joy for f feel to hope that
f was blessed to rvitness 'lvith Paul that
"as the sufferings of Christ abound. in
üsr so our consolation also abound,eth
by Christ.'?. I rvas given to vien' my
bound condition ancl then to feel the
abounding of the Lorcl.

This 'abounding is ¿r lvonderful thing.
All of the abounding of grace is in the
hand. of the Lorcl. I dicl not have an
experience of x.orks in this rnatter but
an experience of gracc. I did- not find
rn;,-self contributing anything to the
tlbound.ing of my deliverance. My rvhole
life rvas broug'ht before me. It is my
holre that I lived. o'ver again the rvay
that I have been brought. It seemed
that I sarv myself dead in sin-actually
liner- sonrething about the abounding of
sin to a death irr sin. As fa,r as the
result produced I l'as givcn to see that
sin abounded in Ad¿rln's case to bring
death to all his posterrit.v, but f trust
that I felt in n-v \-err: life ¿nd exis-
terrce) an experiencc of thisl zrbounclinq
of sin. I do not h.ale i.r. stone to cast
aL tltose sirnlrle souls th¿rt declare they
(;¿m câst sin frotn theln : tÌrcv say that
ilter- ¿u'e not sub.jcct, to its l.rì,\¡ages
lil't¡nl tilre to tinle. 'I'he¡- ¿u'e ir,r be

pitied, instead. of censorecl, for it is sure
evidence that they hnorv nothing of the
rlxlìerience of a poor sinner. If, ¿ts I
sometimes hear, the child. of Gocl now
irnows nothing of the abounding of sin,
I lrr-rst achnowled.ge that I am not in
the children-of-God class yet. I find yet
that sin abounds in me; I fincl that I
arn not able to cast it off ; I find an-
other: law in my mernbers that is war-
ring against the law of my mind.

Äs my companion lay sleeping I won-
dlered at this abounding of sin. f hnorv
that I am not able to heep frorn sin-
ning. I do believe that I would. if I
could. Somehow (and yet, if I am the
Lord.'s, one how) f have a principle in
me that hates sin, ancl that I would
be free from its ravages and encum-
brances. Trul¡ as I lay contemplating
the abounding of sin and. that of grace,
I did not have any d.esire to contribute
to its abounding. I do not have any de-
sire to continue in sin that grace ma.1'
abound. f travelled with the Apostle
Paul in his treatise upon that. By the
inspiration of Jehovah God he declared
that sin abounded unto cleath; that
u'here it abounded grace did. much more
abound.. Nor"n'hy did Paul take up the
objection that is sornetimes brought in-
to the pictgre? [[e ashs the question,
What shall we say then? Since it is true
that sin abound.ed-, and. that where it
abound.ed., grace did much more ahound,
shall we continue in sin that grace maJ.
abound? I have hearcl the 'God forbid'
trodden under foot many tirnes. In the
stillness of night I went over the times
that I have heard brethren use excuses
about sin. ft seemed to ne that they
intended to convey that the same foun-
tain sent forth sin abound.ing and grace
abouncling. If this is rvhat it takes to
be an Old Baptist, f acknowleclged to
God. that I was not one, and. now, as
f relate to you rny night experience, I
reiterate that rn¡ desire is to ackno's.
leclge all my sins as mine, flon ing f,rom
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a cor¡upt fountain, and. that all rì'ìy
righteousness is of the lrorcl.

Now grace reigned by Jesus Christ in
his personal ministry and tleath unto
eternal life, but 'we must experience
that reigning in our lives. Sin did. reign
in one, Adam, to cleath, bttt rve rnust
feel in our lives sornethirrg of th¿rt ter-
rible reign; and 'we rnust feel in our
claily experience the reigning of grace.
Sin abounded to death. It aticl not stop
an iota short of pJunging or bringing
death. It did. not abouncl close hy for
some, all the 'way for others, not at
all for some, but it abounded all the
way for all alike. Grace reigned unto
eternal life. There is not any clifferencejn the reigning and the a,bounding. ft
abounded. all the u¡ay for the u'hole
family of God.

Eternal life is something that the
chilctrren of Gocl h¿rve now. ft is not
enough to say that we have it in
prospect; it is not enough that the
I-,ortl will come ancl marry his chosen
after awhile; she is the bricle now. Äs
the bricle of Jesus she has every good
and. perfect gift abounding to her. For
a,nything to abound it must be started
liy a power sufficient to cause the
aböuítling.: This abounding g,race ís
fromì God to us. As we did not need,
antl certainly clid not get, any assis-
tãnce from God in sin abounding irr
us to cleath, so, nlso, God does not rreecl,
nor get, any help from us to cause grace
to abound to eternal life.

It may be th¿rt there is more than
one hind of gracc, but if so, the sclip-
tures are silent about it. Men talk, it
is true about t'wó graces, one that saves
us antL one that we "let save us" but
they clo not find that in the Bible. That
dear book tells about the abouncling
grace of God, but is as silent as the
cemetery about a gra"ce that we poor
sinners cause or let abound. God is able
to make all grace abound torn'ard you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in

all things, may abouncl to every goocl
rvorli (2 Cor. 9:8), and. horv bright ancl
glorious the d.octrine of grace ìrecomes
as Paul is liftetl up into the heights
of glory ancl shovs to us the abouncling
n,orh of God. If there he mo,re than one
grace Gocl is able to make it abouncl
towarcls you, but there is but one grace,
th,e saaing gt"ü,ce of the Irord, and God. is
able to rnal<e it abound.. 'I'hat word 'is'
tells it all. Gotl is now able. I{e has
not to wait until we mahe him able,
but this abounding is true no'v. If this
abound.ing had. d.epend.ed on me I woulcl
not be lyriting to you at this time. May
the clear Lord. be praisecl that Gocl is
able to clo all things; that he is able
to rnalre crl,l, grace abound alooags that
âbounding gives you ø71 sufficiency in
øll things to the end that you abouncl
in every good u'orli. Ancl' tlr'en som'e sag
th,at Ol,d, Bapti,sts d,o not bel,i'eue in gootL
works.

There is nothirrg that is nrolc be
coming than n'alking in the examples
and, commanclments of our Redecmer,
nor is there anything rnore clishonor-
ing to God, than for us to say that
'walh is produced bJ' the 'will of thc
creature. That rvalli th¿t characterizes
us as children, is of God. That is life-
eternal life-in action, and it is a gift
of Gocl. The things of that life are a
part of that life, and it is by the thing,s
or fruits of this life that rve hnol' thc
possessors of the lifc. It is onc thing^
to say that these people have set dorvrr
on the stool of do nothing, but is sor{r(;-
thing else to prove it, The¡' are abounrì-
ing.' to errery good work, ancl t,}l'at
al,,ounding is the direct result of grice
abounding in them i the¡' are busf aorì-
ing one thing to another; the.v ârc ì:usry
in that inorease that is of the ì,onl.
bu,ptizing, n- a I h i n g in orclinances,
preaching, singing psahns, yea, abouncl-
ing in lovc tha,t cornes from the colr-
straining lovc of Gotl ns it allormcls in
them.
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The gift of God is eternal life (Rom.
6:23) , and grace reignecl or alrounded
through righteousness unto eternal life
by Jesus Christ (Ronr. 5:27). This is all
our theme; it is our chief joy while
here ftrelou. to rneet together a,ntl speali
of this wond.erful gift of grace that has
already abounded in the travel of Je-
sus frorn the conception in hjs motherts
'womb to the hill of Calval¡', n hen, b;'
the one offering, he forever perfectecl
them that are his. The linol-Ieclge of
this perfection is by the revelation of
our status in him. L,isten to this fulness
as PauI reveals in his epistle to the Ro-
mans; ((Now the Gocl of hope fili you
with all joy and peace in believing, that
you. may abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost" (Ronr. 15 :13 ) .

And his confidence continues for that
very thing, for, hear him, ((And I my-
self also arn persuad-ed of yoü, my
brethren, that ye also are full of goocl-
ness, filled with all hnorvledge, able
also to admonish one another.t' (Rom.
15:14). Paul prayed that GocI would
fill them. Ile was given an answer even
'while praying that they'rvere filled. This
ls time salvation. This is right here
rr,hile 'we live in the flesh that God
fill.s us with al,l joy ancl peace in be-
lieving, that we rr'ay abotntd in hope.

Rut are you lrrapped up in Paul
that you 'rvill not, or cannot bring ány
other rvitness? No, I am not wrapped
ri¡r in Paul. f do not desire to foúow
rìì¿rn any farther than he follorvs Christ,
brrt I trrst that f have been coverecl
bi-' the robe of righteousness that
'ù¡I'apped up Paul and all that truly
lor,e his appearing s'ithout sin unto
s.¡rlvation. Ancl in that number is still
anc'ther witness that gives us an in-
sight to our travel lvhile here in the
n'orld. r(Sinron Peter, a servant and an
a,¡-rostle of Jesus Christ, to them that
har-e ohtained lihe ¡rrecious faith with
rrs through the rightconsnrìss of Gocl and
onr S¿n-io,r Jesus Chrjst; gr¿ì"cc a n cl

peace be rnultipliecl unto ¡.ou through.
t h e knorvledge of Gocl, ¿r. n d of
Jesus our I-,ord., according as his cti-
vine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and. godliness,
rhr'ough the hnowledge of hirn that hath
r:alled us to glory and. virtue; wheretry
are given unto us exceeding great and,
precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine na-
ture, having esca¡red the corruption that
is in the world through lust." Norv let,
nre draw in the two phases of this sal-
vation that abounds. 1st. IMe receive the
Frecious faith through the righteousness
of Ohrist. 2nd. We receive all things
pertaining to life and godliness by his
elivine power. Now to continue, this is
not all, beside this there is something
clse, ((giving all diligence, add. to your
faith virtue; and to virtue knowletlge;
:rnd to knowledge temperance; and to
tetnperance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly hindness
charity. tr'or if these things be in you,
amcl q,bounrJ, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."
(2 Peter 1:1-8). Now 3rd; 'we have
these things pertaining to life and god-
liness abounding in us. Thus, from first
to last salvation is by grace abounding
towa,rd and in us.

You rnay call this a night time rer'-
erie or a trance, but I do not finrl
it strange to the experience of hoth
Paul and Peter. I saw myself, as I
had been for rv-eehs, bound in spirit and
unable to rnove hand or foot towards
extricating myself from my bounds, but
while down so lon' I hope that the
dear Lord came to my rescue and. lift-
ed me up by showing me anew the
things that I had once experienced" that
salvation is of the l-,orcl. Truly it is
of the Lorcl that we live ¿nd nrove and
have our being, and. on thnt strong
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consolation I w¿rnt to live ¿ncl cl,ie.

W.D.G

RESOLUTIONS OF R,ESPECT

\ryIIEREAS, ow heavenly Father has taken by
death frorn our midst our dearly beloved sister,
LYDIA R. NASON, whose loyalty a'nd devoúed
interests in the Oak W'oods Church, and whose
faith-ful service during her long membership en-
deared her to the hearts o,f her friends and
brethren, and

WHEREAS, we have valued her zeal and faittr-
ful¡,ess and felt the inspiration and uplift of her
fellowship and her sacrifices in attending the
meeti,ngs of the church and ministering to her
brethrer¡, be it therefore,

RESOLVED, that we give thanks to God forr
tfre gift ,of Sister Nason, for the exarnple of het
u¡rserlfish li-fe. in her ,waik and work among us,
and that we humbly bow submissive to the divine
clecree, and be it

RESOLVED, that we as members and friends
of the Oak Woods Churqh of North Berwick,
Maing extend our sympathy to the bereaved
relatives and that a cop.y of this memorial be
published in the Signs of tlhe firnes and in the
Old l'aith Contender.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS, Moderator
ROSILLA B. AIJ,EN, Clerk

WHEREAS, our holy God in his sovereign will
and unerrin:g decree has removed from lifds
acti,vity and usefulness our dearly beloved friend
and sister, MRS. ALICE M. HALL, whose
liberality and devotion to the church of her
me,mbership testiJied of her faith, and whose liJe
exemplified by precept and exarnpler the' walk of
a Christian, and

WIIERIIAS, we have appreciated her faithful-
ness to the, cause, of Christ, a¡rd have' recognized
the hospitality o,f her home a¡rd [rer zeal for the
truth she loved, be it thereforer

RESOLVED; that we give thanks to God for
the gracious gift of our departed sister whose
memory we cherish, and that we bow in humble
submission to the will of God, and be it

RF'SOLVED, that we as members and. friends
of the Oak W'oods Church of North Berwick,
Maine, extend our sympathy to the bereaved
relatives and that a copy of this memorial be'
published in the Signs of tle Times and in the,
Otrrl Faith Contender.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS, Moderator.
ÉOSúI"A B. ALLEN, Clerk

OBITUARIES
It is wiùh deep regret thaú we record the pass-

ing of SISTER NANCY JANE MATT{ISON COL-
LINS, a true mother in Israel. She was born near
Abbeville, Henry Co., 41a., Nov. 29, 1860, the
daughter of John A. Mathison, who gave his life
for tjhe lost cause in the war between the states,
and Mary Lowe Ma.thison, a native of Georgia.

Sister Coillins was reared by a widowed mo,ther
during tJre awfuI reco'nstructior¡ era but taught
well and wisely as a maiden fair and beautiful.
She married E. F. Codlins, Dec. 8, 1881, and to
this union wene¡ born seven childrer¡ of whom the
following survive: Mrs. Mary McCoy, Mrs. Mandie
McCoy, Elder F. A. Collins, R. L. and J. G.
Collins. Her family moved to, Highbluff, Geneva,
Qs,., Ala. in 1900 and shodly thereaftel she was
baptized into the full feùlowship of Mt. Gileacl
Church by the late Elder J. W. Collins. She
served well and faithfully as the wife of a cl,erk
and deacon and mother of one' of the outstanf,ing
Elders of the Primitive Baptist Churcih. She taught
he,r children nobly and wisely and lived a trife to
be well emulated in the communìty, church ancl
Association. Her husband was called horne on
Dec. 21, 1922 and from thence on she lived wit'r
her beloved son, Elder F. A. Collins. During a
lingering illness the writer visited her many times
and found her ever sheerrful and devoted to her
heavenly Maker, and desiring the welfare of the
church and believerrs in Christ.

She passed away peacefully Dec. 1, 1949 being
89 years of age. The rema'ins were taken to Mt.
Gilead for inte.rment where Primitive Baptists
frorn far and wi'de and an immense, host of rela-
tives and fr,iends assembled to pay their last
respects. Many beautiful hymns were sung in a
heavenly maúìnerr, and Elder J. J. Collins, spoke
fro,m Proverbs 31: 10-31 feelingly and consolingly
to the children, grandehildren, great-grandchil-
dren, and a host of other relatives and friends.
Her mortal remains were placed beneath a mountl
of beautiful florwers, but her spirit wended its
way to the heavenly realms. Truly a, great rnother
and quiet spirit has passed from our .dssociation,
but her noble' manner and peaceful walk liûe on.

(Elder) J. J. COLLINS

SPECTAL REQUEST
The Post Office Department will not forwarc{

second class mail. If there is the slightest change
in the address, the papers are returned to us
and, you may fail to receive your copy. If you
anticipate a change of address please advise us
as soon as possible ancl aicl in getting your paper
without delay.
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MEETINGS
rVIt. Carmel Church, Coffee Springs, Ala., meetE

each first Sunday, 11 a, m.
W. A. WILLIAMS, Pastor.

Ramah Church, Cottonwood, Ala., meets each
third Sunday, 11 a, m.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Mt. Pieasant Primi,tive Baptist Church, IocaÉed
2 miles south of Dotlran, AJ.a., meets each secor¡d
Sunday and Saturday before.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor.

Old Union Primitive Baptist Church meets eaçh
Saturday before fourth Sunday, near Dozier, Ala

l{armony Church meets each fourth Sunday at
11 a. m., ten miles S. W. of l'ayette, Ala.

H. M.{TT BROCK, Pastor.

Little Hope Church meets each second Sunday
at 11 a. m., ten miles west of Fayette, Ala.

H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Liberty Church meets each fourth Sunday and
Satur-day before, 11 a. m., eight miles south ol
Gordo, Ala. O. G. CARVER, Pastor.

Saturday nright before at the home oû L. H, Riley,
5265 Ardelle, Stockton, Cal. For information write
Elder L. L. VÍILSON, 2627 North Tulare St., Bak-
ersfield, Cal.

The Old School or Predestinarian Baptists meelÍor worship on fifth Sundays at 2:30 Þ. fl,
second floor Pyt,hian Temple Building, 1012 Ninth
St., N. W., Washington, D. C. Elder John D. Wood,
Minister'. For information write FRANK T.
SIMPKINS, Sr., 5214 Harper St., Dillon Park,
W'ashin,gton 19, D. C.

Meetings are held each first Sunday and Sat-
urday before a:t Little Flock Church, S,W, 29th
Ave., anil 6th St,, ùliami, FLa. Vf'e extend, an in-
vitation to any interested to visit us.

(Mrs.) J. M. ¡"UTCH
7005 S.W. 21st St., Miami, Fla.

Salem Primitive Baptist Church meets each first
Sunday, 11 a. m,, nor.th end Harrison Ave., Panama
citY' Fla' 

F. A. ..LLINS, Pastor..

Salem Old School Baptist Church, Weiser, Idaho,
meets every second Sunday at 5th and E. Park
st.

Pleasant Valley Church Kingman, Kansas, meets
each second Sunday and Saturday before, every
second month (Nov., Jan,, etc.)
L. L. SCHENCK, Moderator, \üilliamsüown, Kans,

Mt. Gilead Primitive Baptist Church meets each
third. Sunday and Saturday before, five miles nortb
of Hartford, Ala. F. A, COLLINS, Pasüor.

Bethlehem Chulch, Malvern, Ala., meets eact¡
second Sunday, 11 a. m,

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Hopeful Church, Ozark, Ala., meelts each for¡rth
Satulday, 11 a. m,

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

The Primitive Baptist Church at Pratt City, Ala.,
holds meeting every fourth Sunday at 11 o'clock
Meeting plaçe at Alder St. at the top of t.Le hill
First car sltop going into Pratt City from Birming-ham. W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor.

Epiresus Primitive Baptist Church meets eaclt
first Sunday and Saturday beÍore in Slocomb, Ala
11 a. m. E. R. SORRELLS, Pastor.

The Lost Creek Chulch of Old School Predestin-
arian Baptists meets first Sunday each month and
Saturday befo,r'e near Denton, Ca¡ver Co., Ky.
Ten miles south of Grayson and two miles from
Denton on Grayson and Denton Highway. Leave
U.S. 60 at Grayson via Hutclúns. Take graveled
road to the church. C. H. EVANS, Pastor.

New Hope Primitive
.A.la., meets .each first

,Wrights' Creek Church, Slocomb, Ala., meets
each fourth Sunday, 11 a. m,

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

New Prospect Church meets e¡.ch third Sunday
at 11 a. m., six miles S.E. of Sulligent, AIa.

H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Bap;tist Church, Slocomb,
Sunday, 11 a, m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Church meets each 4tl¡

New Hope Church better known as Lick Creek
meets every third Strnday and Saturday before
at 11 a.m., five miles north of Dawson Springs, Ky.

R. L. BIGGS, Pastor

The Zion Church of Primiüive Baptists meets the
first Sunday in each month at 11 a,m. and Saturday
before art 2:30 p.m, on South 7th St., Mayfield, Ky.

O. W. PERKINS, Pastor.

The Ebenezer prim.itive Baptist Church at Balti-
rnore, Md., meets every third Sunday at 11 a. m,in ther meeting-house, 210 E. Madison St., near
Calvert. Q. A. GLADDING

Beulah Primitive
Sunday, sonth end Notch St., Troy, Ala.

À. COLLINS, Pastor'.

Seclusia Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
4th Sundays, 11 a. m., 9616 South Vermont Ave.,
Los Angeles, Ca1if. H. Y. BEAUCHAMP, Pastor,

137 Chestnut Ave,, Long Beach, Cal.

5 Hill Top Rd., Baltimore 28, Md.
Black Rock,Church meets every second Sunday

at 11 a. m., Butler Md. on Falls Road about 20
miles north of Baltimore. J. D. \ry'OOD, Pastor,

Hopewell Old School Baptist Church, Hopewell,
N. J. meets every Sunday 10:30 a.m. in the meet-
ing-house,

Olive and Hurley Old School Baptisú Church
asHoKAN, N. Y.

Meetings every first and third Sundays 11:00
a. m., 1:30 p. m.

Baptist
Three

F

Bethel Church meets every third Sunday and
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Ebenezer Old Sóhool Baptist Church

in NEW YORK CITY
Meetings cvery first and third Sundays at

Parkside Hotel, 18 Gramercy Park South, ono
block east of Fourth Ave. and 20th St., near 23rd
St. Sta. Lexington Ave. Subway. Take Elevator to
Park Room second floor. 11 A. M.-1:30 P. M.

R. LESTER DODSON, Pastor.

Dan River Church betwcen Danville, Va., and
Reidsville, N. C., meets each fourth Suuday 11
a. m. and Saturday before.

D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor.

The Predestinarian Baptisk meet at Primitive
Baptist Church, corrær Sl¡otwell St. and Fizel
Ave., Memphis, Tenn., on second Sunday eacb
month at 11 a. m. and Satulday níght before,

E. H. LANIER, Clerk,
'------:-

Sardis Church meets first Sunday each month al
10:30 a. m. and Saturday before at 2:30 p, m, al
Potlter Co., Court House, Amarillo, Texas, Eldef
C. E. Ttrrner, Assistar¡t Pastor.

The Old Orderly l|/It. Zíon (Cash) Predestinarian
Baptist Church meets on Saturday be.fore tfre
fourth Sunday in each month, aÊ the home of
Bro. J. J. Darnell, Campbell, Texas,

, : Sister SIMMONS, Clerk.

Saints Rest Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
first and third Sundays each month ll a. m. 4614
Sylvester St., Dallas, Texas.

L. D. ROSE arnd W. W. TAYLOR, Pastors

Forth ïllorth, Texas, Primitive Baptist Churct¡
1211 8th Ave., meets first Sunday in each'month
at 11:00 a. m. and Saturday at 2 p. m. Take So'trtb
Summit car to All Saints Hospital, get off and go
one block North to meeting-house.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor.

Shepherd ¡tot¿ Chrrifr ,rrãt* each first Sunday
11 a. m., Saturday before 2:30 p. m., on Little
York Highway, 4 miles north of Houston, Texas.
One mile east of Highway 76.

\ü. O. BffiNE, Pastor.

The original Pilgrim Resü Church of Lawn,
Texas, meets every first Sunday and Saturday
before at 10:30 a. m,

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor.
HOWARD EASON, Clerk.

Macedonia Church of Predestinarian Baptists
meets at Rising Star, Texas each second Sunday at
11 a. m. and Saturday before at 2 p. m.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pasbor.

Mt. Olive Church of the Predestinariar¡ Baptists,
Stockdale, Texas, meets the thir-d Sunday in each
month at 10:30 a. m. in the Dr. Wood church-
house. Those interested wriite Mrs. Lela Culpepper,
Stockdale, Texas.

E. B. AULT, Pastor.

The Old Salem Church of Old School Baptists, 4
miles south from Teague, Texas, meets the first
Sunday in each morith and Saturday before.

MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk.

Mt. Zion Church, 'Weslaoo, Texas, meets every
fourlü[r Sunday at L0:30 a. m. and Saturday before
at 11 a. m. at the home of E. B. Ault on Progresso
Highway, three and one half miles south of Wes-
laco,

E. B. AULT, Pastor
BESSIE CÍIAMBERS, Clerk
Route 1, Box 88, Mission, Tex.

Danville Primitive Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday 11 a. In. and Saturday night before
Bradley Road, Danville, Va.

W. R. DODD, Pastor.

Malmaison Church, ten miles from Danville,
between Chatham and Danville, Va., rneets each
first Sunday 11 a. m. D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor.

Nor{olk Primitive Baptist Churc}r meets eacl¡
third Saturday at 2:30 p. m, and Sunday at 11
a. m., Fairmo.ut Park, 3023 Cottage Toll Road,
Norfolk, Va. R. B. DENSON, Pastor.

Richmond Primitive Baptist Church meets each
fourth Sunday at 11 a. m. in the meeting tr'ouse,
28th St., South Riahmond, Va.

R. B. DENSON, Pastor.

Liütle Zion Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
at my residence, on Pacific ILighway, U. S. 99,
about one mile southeast of the southern city
Limits of Chehalis, Wash., the fourth Sunday of
each month at 11 a. rn. C. M' FÏSHE|R.

Bethel Old School Baptist Church, Riffe, Wash,
meets every third Sunday, 11 a. m, in the meeti¡rg
house. L F. COLEMAN, Mod.

ROSA COLEMAN, Clerk, RiI{e, Wash.

Mizpah Church, Touchet, lVashington, meets the
fourth Sunday and Saturday before.

PETER JONES, Pãstor.

Pleasant Grove Church near Yakima, \lfashing-
ton, meets at 11 a. m. each second Sunday by ap-
pointment at the home of one of tlte members
living at Naches, Wash.

A. D. HUGHEIT, Pastor
BEATRICE HAAN, Clerk
Star Route, Naches, Wash.

Har-rnony Old School Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday at 11 a. m. and Sarturday before at
3 p. m, about four rniles east of Huntingto,n, \M.
Va., N. S. Route 60 on Russel Creek.

IIARVEY J. BIRD, Moderator.

PLEASE IÙEMEMBER,
1.-To renew your subscription promptly when

due, if possible. The date on yourwrapper cover
will show to when you have paid.

2.-That when your remittance reaches us be-
fore the 10th, of the month, credit will be shown
with the next issue of the paper, otherwise it
cannot be sho'wn until the second month follow-
ing. This also applies to change of address.
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Seldom are lve alile to write as

we feel about our d.ear brethren
whonr the l-,old. has taken unto
hirnself. Mucùr nay crot't d. into our
rnincl that is very ¡rrecious, but, as
of old, so nolv r\¡e sorrorv most 'be-

cause n'e rvill see their faces no
nlore. As I looh over the past years
in l'hich, all the rninisters I first
knerv in the United States have
passed away I feel very much
alone, but the precious rnemory re-
mains.

In the passing of Eld.er Dodson,
the belovecl Pastor of the Church
in New Ydrh City, ancì. Editor of
the Signs of th,e Titnes, I have
cleeply felt, as I d.id -ç"hen others
l'ere tahen, horv blessed. it is for
a selyant of God- to depart, lovecl
b¡ his brethren ancl b¡' all n'ith
l-horn he hacl spiritual intercourse.
.I.he ¡'ears irr n'hich Brother Docl-
son ancl I h¿r'e rv¿lliecl together
in Ìor-e ancl fellowship zrs rnembers
of the sarne chulch at first, and
later on in the service of the
church, are full of memories that
corne back to me now. I LemembeL'
n'ell his ordination when it n'¿tr';

mr. brethrents wish that I preach
the sernon, and- holr at the iast
milrute the n-orcls were g^iven to
rrc, '(Ifoltl {,h¿tt f¿st u'hiclL thort

hast, that no rnan tahe thy croìvn."
Iiev. 3:11. Now I alone rernain of
the Elders who laicl hancls on hin.
Later-we were on the Si'gns of th'e
Ti,tn es together for rn a n y years.
and. I hnow he always longed. for
ny love as I dicl for lris. On one
occasion, as he was often in my
rnind, and- knowing somewhat of
ìiis trying path, I wrote hirn cont-
rnencing my letter with '¿I'et
brotherly love continue," and his
reply showed that it still remained
firm and- strong ! IMe must say,
'cÎhe Lord- gave, and the Lord hath
baken away; blessecl be the nattte of
the l-,ord."

Brother Dodson has finisirecl his
course, whoever rrray follon hirn
rvill not tahe his 1.;Iace, but his
on'n. The cause of trutli is still irt
good hand.s, and to his humble af-
flicted saints I rvoultl s¿ty, '¡talie
courage from the Lord. (Beebe's
Collection 872) Tr,uh' God must
lraye a controyelsy rvith Zion, itl.
lecent rnonths three rvorthy Elclers
have l¡een taken from our irmrled.i-
ate connection, ancl churches are
in nourning. May n'e all la.r' this
to heart and not forsalie the as-
sembling of ourselves together.
I)ear Brethren, ((Iret brotherl;' ]e1's
continue." These trying tirtres h¿lvtr
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coììle upon tls ¿rnrl slroulcl cause
gleat searchings of hezrrt, ancl l'ill
in those tr.ho are aliye ancl lenain.
.\borre all, nray it result in ¿r closel
l'alk "rvith God.

"Keep close to Me, thou helpless sheep
The Shepherd softly cries;
Lord, tell me rvhat 'tis closer to keep?
The listening sheep replies

Thy whole dependence on me fix;
Nor entertain a thought
lhy worthless schemes. with mine to mix
But venture, to be nought.

Fond self-direction is a sheif;
lhy strength, thy wisclom flee;
When thou art nothing in thyself,
Then thou art, close do me."

Ii'or those $¡ho h¿ù\¡e been t¿tliell
horne they have finishecl their.
course. '¡îhc¡- ¿tr.e lìirl)l),\ Ito\\' iuì(l
ìve soon their lzr.ppiness shall see."
J, ¿m here rerìtindecl of the ìast
eclitorial u'ritten ìry our clepar.ted
brother, Illder Yaug'hrr, March
1949. "Blessecl are the lrure in
heart, for they shall see God."
Couicl we 'wish those lovely breth-
ren to rernain here in this sinf'ul
lvorld? No, God forbicl. Mzr¡' Ìris
blessetl Spirit, the Conrforter'.
cotnfort us ¿ìll ancl bless us n-itlL
lds love shecl ¿rbro¿rd in oul' ht¡ar,ts.
in l.hich lole \\¡e sh¿tll s¿[_y, "l.t
is the Lolcl, let hinr clo n'hat seem-
eth goocl." I felt it l'as the least
I coulcl do to go to his funelal,
he n'oukì. h¿rve conle to lline. fllhe
Itrrgc gzrthelirtg of brethren ¿lrtL
frientls present shorved the gretrt
esteerìr in rvhich he rr'¿rs helcl b¡' alì
rvho linen him. Our s)rnìp¿rthl
florvs out to his n'ife, sor, brethren
ancl friends 1\¡ho cared for hiur so
lovingl¡- and tenclerl.v cluring his
long peliod of ill-health.

(Elcter ) G iìOIìGlD IìIIS'I'O,\
Dutton, Ont., Can.

Route 2, Annapolis, Md.
It rvill no tloubt be a great sur-

prise and shocli to lrlany of the
re¿rders of the Signs to learn of
the death of our belo'r'ecl Editor
of our farnily pa,per.

Iìlcler Dodson had been in de-
clining he¿rlth for about a year,
¿lnd seriousl¡ itl for the last fen'
l'ceks. Hc cliecl l)ec. 19, 1950, ancl
his frureral \\'¿rs couclucted frorn the
fuueral home jn lìutherford, N. J.,
I)ec. 21, 1950. the follo-n'ing Ill-
clels l-et'e present, e¿rch one taking
¡rtrrt in the sen'ices. Illd.ers George
Iìrrston, FI. M. Bennett, J. D.
Il'ood, i\. J. Slauson ¿rncl the
\\'r'iteÌ'.

,\s Eclitor ¿rnil publishcr of the
,Sigls llrothcr I)r¡clson h¿s n-r'itten
¿ru eclitorial for alurost eyer-\¡ is-
sue of the puper for a rmurber ofi

J¡ears. By the letters of oomrìler-
clation anrl encourageurent recei\¡ed
froru many of the reaclers it is evi-
tlent tb¿rt Gocl has been l'ith hirn,
arrd. directed his rnincl in such ¿r

r\'¿rrr th¿rt lìì¿rnJ¡ spiritual crurìtbs
have beelr received b¡- the hungrv
souls \\.ho feecl on spiritual things.
I h¿n-e nelel lcroln a person \vho
ga,r'e hinself rvhoìI,v to the c¿mse ¿ìs

clicl our brothet'. IIis labol w¿ls a
l¿rbor' <tf lo\.c, ¿ìncL rvhethel he
trgreecl n'ith all n-ho rvrote in our
1'rerioclicals, thele 1\-as ah\ra)rs lìlâll:
jfest in his r-ritjngs, ancì. preach-
irrg the spirit of forbe¿r'ance âncl
brotherl'r' hindness torvarcl his
brethren.

l{is public¿tion of the paper l':rs
firr no finrtnci¿l gain ¿ts I har-e
been jnforned that througìr t h e
-vetu's he has published the palter
he has refusecl to profit in any lnon-
r:trrr'¡' rva¡- f r' o ttl its l.ru,blication.
FIis lrcn h¿ls beetr l¿ritL asitlt¡. ¿rnrl
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I believe he has been called, int<.r
the glorious plesence of llim whom
he lovecl and. served. the blessed
truths he has contencled for will
live on.
Since he began the publication of

the paper it has been blest to have
the serr.ices of I)eacon Cyrus Ris-
ler of the Nerv Yorli Church to as-
sist in preparing the paper for'
publication. Through his untiring
labors the paper has been sent out
regularly eYer during the illness
of our departed, brother.

Soulc tirne ago Ììlder Dodson ar-
rrrngecl to h¿u'e the paper incorpor-
atecl into a non-profit organization
so it u-oulcl continue to belong to
the Olcl School Baptists rvhen h¿
rile¿. A B'oard of Directors rr.as
a'¡'r¡roinfed and in d,ue tirne another
Eclitor rvill be appointecl, the L,orcl
n'illing. In the meantirne I arn
sure all vho- are connected- "rvilh
the paper n'ant all the readers to
feel th¿Lt the paper in realitv be-
longs to ev€r¡r olte rvho receives
cornfort from its ¡rages, and the
Lorcl n'illing it vill contÍnue to
corììe to .You contencling for the
same cloctrine and practice it has
in the past.

(Elcler) D. \¡. SPANGLIIR

+
Box 917, Danville', Va.

ft n'as a ¡rrofound. shocl< to me
n-hen I reacl in this rnorningts pa-
per that our belovetl Editor, a ser-
vant of God, hacl ¡rassed an-ar'. Of
course f hnetr. his lrhvsical condi-
tjon hacl not lreen goocl for some
tirne, ¡'et I did not exPect him ttr
be called â.\\¡â¡r so soolÌ. Knotr-tr
to the Lorcl are all his rva¡'s !

\Ye l<nolr. that -You rvill miss
hìnr, not onl-v rs a, ).olie-fellol' ill

the rninistr:y, but the rvise counsel
in many rnatters wliich the l-,orcl
hath blessed him with. Ilt) n'a s
lnuoh blessed. to p a s s it on to
others for their comfort ancl edj-
fication.

It cloes seern that our GocI is
removing m,any of n.hat rye call
le¿clers âmong the Primitive Bap-
tists. Sometimes it causes us to
stancl in fear and tretnbling lest
they all will soon be gone. But no,
the L,ord rvill not learre himself
rvithout a, rvitness. I{e is able to
raise up whornsoever he n ilìr erren
though, as. far as $¡e can see, there
are bu,t a very fe'lv th¿rt he is call-
ing to stand upon the tvaìls of
Zion, proclaiming the gospeì of
glacl tidings to those that are
rveå.rlr and. heav¡r laden. îhis is
God's l'orh and not rnattts, ther'e-
fore he worheth all things after
the counsel of his oll.n rvill.

IIa¡' it be his blessecl rT'ill to gi'rre

)'ou the mincl to c¿ìrrr- on, thit tlie
olcl rS'igr,s of the Titn,es, shall never
clie as long as the Lorcl lets this
l'orlcl stancl, and rn¿t-y -Tou eyer
contend. for the "faith once deliver-
ecl to the saints," and th¿Lt the cloc-
tline and. discipline be rleclared in
its cornpleteness is lll-\¡ humble
prayer for Christts sahe. Yours in
hope of eternal life beyond the
sr¿ìrre. (Etder) POSIIì

W. ;\SH\\'ORTIT

+
Mardela SPrings,. Md.

ft is 'rvith m,uch sorrol\- that T

atternpt to rvrite a, tribtrte to our
rLepartecl Brother. Elder R. Lester
T)oclson., our dear B'rother ancl Edi-
tor of the S'iglzs of th'e Tintes, ll.as
been removed. from this life. IIe
\\¡âs \(ìI'y highlv esteettlecl b.r- lna,nv
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for 'the ¿rrticles he n,r'ote and the
serrììorìs he prea.checl. I{e \\¡¿t¡i one
who stoocl filnr in the truth of
(ìoclts ]\¡orcl, ¿rnd t<l lne he seenrercl
to h¿r'r'e ,beerr blessed rnany tirnes
b¡- r'elelirtion frolrr GotL n,hich l'¿ts
ll¿rnifestecl ll¡' his n'ond.clfuì n'r'it-
ings. Ilany reaclers of th.t¡ ,$¿|glr,s

n'i.lì rniss his letters, but s-c ho¡re
to be subuÍissiye to Gocl's rvil"l ¿r,ntl
tu'c llelieve Gocl is able to fltrlrrish
uratcrial fol the paper that \.ill
satisf¡- th:ose tbat ¿re ìrungering
rrrrcl thirsting ¿rftt¡l' rightcotsness.

\\¡e e-xtenrl our s.\¡Iììl)¿rth¡' to the
ll¿r.nlilr, ilncl nrzrny friends left to
rìrolrrn the loss of our clear Brother
I)odson.

(Illcler) H. i\'I. Ril\INIìil"l'

Stem, N, C.
.I.he sh¿clon' of your great loss

ancl sorlolt¡ reaches ancl ernbraces
lìle. ft n-as such ¿r surprise ancl
shocli. lly heart goes ont in deep-
est syrnpa,thy in the friend., brother
and Pastor you have lost.

(lIrs.) L,AURA IIEED GOOCH

+
471/z Park Ave., Flemington, N. J.

ilhere ¿Ìre no wolcls to express
thc sorror\' ¿tlcl loneliness I feel
o1:cr the cleatìr of our beloverl
Iìlder l)oclson. I linol. the Nen'
Yorli Chur.ch ¿rncl ¿rll its rnernbers
h¿n'e sufferecL an irrepzrrable loss.
I c¿nnot ,-ea"Iize he has ptrssed
from us foreyer. }Iis last tex'b ¿t
Iiirrgn ood Church, as I looh bacli,
scenlecL so rnuch lihe a ibenediction.
"C¿rst thy bulclen upon the Lorcl, and
he n'ill sustain thee : hc shall never
suffer the rig'hteous úo be rnovecl."
I{e clicl not have to l'ait for tvords
ancl preachecL a ;beau,tif'ul serlnon.
\4rhen I think of him I feel that he
has finishecl the n'orli that rv¿rs given
hirn to do a,nd. has sli¡rpecl a$.¿ty
into eternal peace ancl rest. O'ur'
ncecl, rìorv as alrvays, is ,to be
rcconciled to Godts n'ill, linon'ing
the Juclge of all the earth cloes
rig'h t.

(Mrs.) GIìIìTR'UDE PYAifT

+
R.F.D. 5, Box 53, Baitimore 7, Md.

It lvas irrdeecl ¿Ì sacl occ¿tsion"
\.hen \\¡e rnet at R'utherforcl for
Elder Doclson's funeral. Though
I'e hnew he ry¿rs r.ery ill, his pass-
ing cane as a shoch to Sister \\rood
ancl me. I\re hatl been hoping to
he¿ir that he rvas imlrror.ing but
he h¿rcl fini,shecl his course in this
'n'orkL and it rva,s titne for' Ìrirn to

+
431 Hardendorf Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga.

I n as very rnuch saddened b¡-
the rvorcl of Brother I)od.son's
serious condition, ancl have j,ttst
hearcl th¿rt he passed ¿r1\ra)¡. This is
ir greirt loss to J¡ou ¿rrrcl to thr¡
Balrtists genelall¡'. I uer.el loren-
¿r, nr¿ìn th¿t I thorLglrt better of
l,h¿lu J,llrler: DocLson. IIe r-¿s tr, good
Iìclitor', ¿r, n-onclerful n-r'iter, and
I ¿rrn sure that e\¡ery one lovecl
hirn as a preacher.

I arrr solll tlt¡rt hc rlirl ltot qet
to r-isjt us in (ìeorgia, so ììrarì)-
hele \.t¡rc looliing forrr'¿rrtl to har'-
ju¡i- him n.ith us a,t our next ¿\s-
soci¿ltion. I a,dmirecl his preaching
bec¿rrrse he seernecl to haye felt
n-h¿rt he hacl to sa.v.

lVIa¡' Gotl sup1il¡' ¡'our er-er,v neecl
¿lncl looli upon you jn his loving
i<inclness ¿'rncl tender rnercJ¡.

(Etcler) I{. O. NASII
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sleep arvhile in d.eath. I do not
question but that he hacl complete-
ly fiiled the purpose our God hacl
in his life.

Some years ago i't was my
priviiege to be with Brother Docl-
son at a brother's home nhen he
visited. Blach Roch Church. I hacl
not hnorvn him ibefore as I knen
and. loved him then. The evening
rvas spent in godl;' conversation,
drtri-ttg lvhich he toltl sorne of thê
dealings of the Lord 'rvith him in
bringing him into the knorvled.ge
and lo've of the truth and his call
to the rrritristr¡'. iìver since that
tirrrc I h¿rve lovecl to be in his
company and ,to hear him preach
the unsearchable ,riches of Christ.

I greatly admired. Brother Docl-
son for his faithfulness to his
brethren. Leaving, as he m,ust, his
business and. other ¿rctivities be-
hind, he served, his churches cle-
votedl¡', of'ten going far and near
to be vith his brethren at asso-
ciations ancl other meetings. IIis
preaching alr-:r¡-s ernphasizecl that
sal'r'¿rtion n'a, s b¡- the unmelitecl
grace of Gocl to all n'ho \\¡ere
chosen in Christ before the vorld
bcgan. I{e rnust have spent rnuch
time rvriting for ancl ecliting the
Si,ç¡tts of tlrc T,inres, and ,the
brethren everys'here surel¡' ¿Ulpl'e-
ciate hjs foresight when he ar-
rangecl some rnonths ago that the
paper should be in thr: hands of
his brethren after his death. No
d.oubt Brother Doclson hacl man;'
trials ancl heartsealc,hings '[tut ìrt¡
wzts girrert gra('('to ot'cr'trottlc itntl

to pass onrvard. The Lorcl sustain-
ecl hirn and he lyas not afraid nor
ashamecl- to contencl earnestl;- for
the 'things he believecl.

the brethren of the churches
Dlder Dodson served. have suffer-
ecl a great loss, the evicÌcnces of
n'hich rvas so plainly manifestecl at
his funeral. May they be given
grace to be assured- that IIe who
has provid.ed. will ¡'et provide, and
may the Irord. enable the brethren
to continue tlr'e Signs in the princi-
ples laid clolvn and rnaintained- for
nore than a hundred years. Yours
in hope of eternal life.

(Ilider) JOIII{ D. WOOD

+
904 Ogden Ave., New York 52, N. Y.

The foregoing articles as ¿ tri-
l:ute to our departed. Editor are
greatly apprecia,ted.. Personally n.e
feel to be lihe a shin -without 

¿r

rud.d-er. Our close associatiorr rvith
Illcler Doclson as Ir¿rstor f,or rn¿rny
years and in n orking r.ith hirn for
a long period. on the rSig'ns of tlr,e
'l''im,es has forrnecl Ð. comparrinn-
ship, the breahing of rvhioh seerns
¿rhnost unbearable. IIe \\¡as lìlore
than a Pastor and- companion, he
\Yas a true friend ¿rnd counselor.
Often r'hen he felt physically un-
able to clo so he gave u1r his tirne
and. strength to the service of his
churches ancl the rl. o r Ii on tlie
Si,gns. FIis faithfulness 1\-¿ùs unex-
cellecl and. his home church in Nerv
Yorlr City 'rvill miss hirn sadly.

CYRUS IìISLIIR
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Iìr,tl;r¡ Iì. LIìs'tDß, l)olrs{tN, I)o.rR llttorrt-
IlIl L\ À Bl,ItlSSItll) IIOPD OIr DTI'IÌNÀL Jrllrtij
lìlùYOND TrlD GIÌ.\YD. Preci0us blothel,
)¡ou set forth such ¿ble ¿urcl be¿rutiful
cleclarations of the gospel both in nrit-
irrg ancl pleachirrg, thtrt is, if I h¿tvc
¿urv zeal ancl 'testirnonJ¡ fot unclerst¿rncl-
ing the gosl.rel truth. I holre the Lord
n'ill en¿r,ble rììe to slreali to ¡ ou sotue
comfoltirrg thoug'ht th¿rt 1.i11 bc rLplift-
ing to )'otu' poor soul. If I bc lrot cle-
ceivecl in rn,1' Jittle cxperierrce ancl tes-
tirnony, the Lorcl has so gruciousl,v set
a¡rart fìrour the ¿rncic¡nts of etenrit¡' the
Iboundsr habit¿ttions ancl I irllit¿ttions of
aìl things lior and to the pcrft:cting of
his clect britle, ltis etern¿rl heirs ofi his
letleetning gr¿lcrc; the¡' beirrg choserr irt
(-'lirist Jesus beforc the founcl¿titln of
l,hc n.orlcL n'hich rn¿thes thern legal heirs
ofi God, joint heirs l.ith Ohlist, aucl he
their covenmrt lieeping Gotl in all things.
The I-,orcl rules ¿rnc1 cont'rols zLll things,
frorn the hig'hest in authority unto the
lon'est in subjection. I believe that each
subject of dir-ine g-r¿lce, after being
born again, rvill rcncler unto Gotl all
things lequired to love, pr:rise, honol'
and gJorif¡' his great lìtllìle. f have of-
ten n'ontLelecl n-hich of tlle s¿rints har-e
the ruost spiritua'[ lrlertsu,l'e rtncl cnjov-
rurcnt hert ill lllis ìifcr, thosc that ltcar'
thc llreachecl l,ol'cl of Gocl b¡- otu' nrini-
stet's, or thosc that tlo not he¿tr it. \\¡e
re¿rlize his grace is sufficient for ¿tll
of thenr, and that oul GocL c¿rn cornfort
tlrt',ru irt rtll corrtlitious ¿uttl cit'ctuu-
st¿rrrces th¿rt fall to their' lot. Iìr'err thc
lrord. preì)àres (as I feet it) for e¿ch
indiviclu¿rì of his elect bridc, ¿r sel)¿ìrate
table i:r the lrresence of their enemies,
¿rnd a,nnointest their heads n'ith oil
(his IIoly Spirit). thejr cup runneth
or¡er, sureJ.y gooclness ancl llerc¡r þ¿¡1

follon ecl t h e m all the cla¡-s of their
lives, ancl they shaìì dn'ell in tht¿ hotrse
of the l-,orcl forer.er.

I)ea,r brother, \\¡e ¿rrc not tr:ying to tell

one another something rve do not knor',
but to con\¡erse on the scriptures and
exchange talents nhich is neditatirg on
the things that rve hope rve clo l<nos'.
We hope our prayers ancl affections
are for the welfare of 'ticttl., n herein
clu'elleth love¡ lleace, truth and. rig'ht-
eousness, ancl rvherein tve believe our
clear hinclred clr,ell, the people that n-e
love, esteenr and prize above ¿tll others.
'Jlhey are the salt of the earth, there is
no other people lihe this people that is
sayed- by the ,I-,.ord.. they ale the ones
I long rrrost to see ancl he rvith. \Yc lor-e
thern ancl c¿lnnot help it, neither do rve
n ant to help it. f fcel so littltt, rvc¿lli.
ignorant and unlealnecl, 't'ile, sinful and
rvretchecl to even hope for a little ex'
jsteu-ce in this grlorious theme of sah-¿r-
tion by grace alone; ancl yet I hope thc
Irorcl in his rnysterious n-orlis h¿s
ryrought mig'htily in rn¡' heart, ¿tncl im'
plantecl a little spa,rli of grzrce for ¿rn

anchor of m¡' soul n'hich rnalies the hope
sure and- steclfast. I believe it is true
if once in Christ aln'a¡rs in Christ. I
may be an extrernist although I hope
not unto cloubtful clispuúa,tion. I be-
lieve the Irorcl has, frotn the a.ncients
of eternit¡., absolutely foreordained. arlcl
preclestinatecl all things to be broug'h.t
to 1-rass j u s t exactly a,s he pulposecl
fixecl ¿rncl clecreecl it. (Not alnios't 'l¡ut

exactl¡. as ]re fixecl it. ) ,fIe is God ancl
changes not. Ile rvorks all things after
the counsel of his orvn n'i11. '(r\s I have
¡.rurposecl, so shall it stand." It stand.s
to reason if Gocl could be defeated. itr
thc least iot¿l (rvhich ConcLition¿rlists
sa\. he can be) there n'oulcl be a "tveali

point, better say a brohen link, in Gocl's
chain of errents. The possibilit¡' is that
the deyil and- his co-rvorkers might h¡'
chance l¡reali through Gocl's bounclar'¡-
line into his sheepfold ancl clestrov lran);
of Gocl's shee¡r ancl l¿tt-trbs, n-hich rvoulcl
le¿rrre hin ¿ lloor, clepen.clent, rveali God
rr-ith ¿r brolien liingclom, ¿Lncl lter:Ìra1ts
ur¿rny r'¿Le¿rnt se¿rts iu .it, l-rut ilt,ay nrith
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the chaff of hell's clefe¿t. Oru' all -r,'is fiatt things. therefore, our perfectr all
oumiporcnt Gocl holcls the he¡'s to bothffi'rvise, eternat Gocl can in no rvise be
his kingclorn and. also to the bottomless ' rnacle ch¿rrgeable for anything whatso-
¡rits of helì, and Ohrist, his dear Son, ever. Ife is free, inclependent, all wise
has triurnphantly gainecì. the victory ov- ¿rnd an unchangeable Gocl. lVc little,
er cleath, hell ancl the grzn'e. Gocl has n'eâh mortals in our frailty can only
¿lrd n'ill n,isel¡, rule oveï ancl corrtrol liint slightly at the glorious height of
all things to the ex¿rct fulfilhrent ancl the high exaltation that our clear
cc¡unsel of his on-n 's'ill and. rpurpose. ßed.eemer God desertres. ((Great a n cl

IJr.other I)oclson, solìrc sa)¡ s,c shoulcl rnarvellous are thy worlis, Lorcl Gocl
not use the 'n'orcl absolute with pre- ;\imighty; iust and true are thy \\¡ays,
clestination, that if you clo it n'ill rlalie thou hing of saints." We h e a r oul:
Gocl the ¿"uthor of sin or ,confusion. glorious, all u'ise, etelnal Recleemer say-
I'r.a¡- tetl nle hon' coulcl the lrhole hu- ing, ('M¡ grace is sufficient for thee."
tìt¿ìn ¡¡^etìeration llalie God the author I{e has fought our battles, 'ancl has tri-
of soruething that he ¡rltrinly sa¡rs ltt uruphecl or.er the horse and the ritler;
his IJol¡- \\rrit that he is not. By the he has gained the victory; he has put
¡rìastic h¿ncl of Gocl thc croolied serpent, ¿rll enemies under his feet. Our glorious
thc clevil, n-¿rs forrued or cleatetl. f be- Redeenrer suffered and cliecl for the re'
lit:vo the dt-'r'il n-as rn¿rclr+ or createcl r'ery rlern¡rtion of his imperfect bricle, that
goocl for that for n'hich hr¡ w¿rs nrad.c. slte throug'h him rnight be macle perfect.
l]e l'as lnacle to tolrnent Gocl's saints, Tliroug'h Christ's righteous, sacrificial
¿rncl is :rlri'a;-s seeliing nrhorn he rnay cleath his brid"e was rescued frorn eter-
rler-our'; he is the crool<ecl serpent to d.o nal d.eath, and. set free frorn condem-
tlie crooliecl nrorli: he is a liar ancl nation under the law of sin and. death.
tìre father of lies, ancl is the author of Christ's imperfect bride, through t4e
¿rl1 confusion. Ife \r'orìis to the fuìlness pure rich cleansitg fountaiu of his
of the bounds that Gocl gives him as in lrrecious blood, has bcen cleansed. aucl
the c¿rse of Job, the devil readilv obey- set free from all incunbr¿rnces of that
ecl Gocl. l.he scliptures sct forth thatthe eternal death; and our clear Redeerner
clevil all¿rys obe¡'ed GocI. \\rhen Gocl is now seatecl at the right hancl of his
conlm¿urtlecl the legion of clevils to come lr'ather, making intercession for his
out fl'otn the rviìd. Gaclarene the¡' ohe¡'- saints 'accord-ing to the lvill of God' FIe
ccl hiru and came out. Gocl, in giving is their all in all things. I-Ie n'ill s¿lfe-
thc clelil his cornurancls, onJ¡' has to say Iy lead. his little floch throug'h this
,,(ìet thee behincL nre, Satan," or ((Ili- lonely l'ild,erness, even on to the reahns
therto shalt thou corììe, but no further: of endiess clay. They can but patientl¡'
¿tncl h e r e shall th¡- proud rval'es be n'ait to u'it: the glorious reclemption of
sftr¡'ccl.', \\re read in l{oiy }\¡rit that their rnortal boclies in the glorious
our ¿rll n'ise Gocl is the onJ¡' being ever resurrection of oul clear Recleener Gocl.
in existence n ho hacl the ¡rre-e¡ninence l)ear Elder Doclson, I clreamed last
or-er all things. 'I.he pon'ers that be are nig'ht of nreeting you, as I felt, in ten-
ord.ained of God. I believe our, gra,cious, der brotherly loye. In the dreartl 1\¡e

^dtmig'hty God. has so l,onclrôuslr- set rvele lovingly and peacefully meditating
apart, in his cleterminate counsel, both ancl conversing on the sacrecl srveetnes;s
goocl and. bad, as some call it, ancl that of the glorious thene of salrration b)'
hc rvill br:ing to pass nìì things in ¡rer- sr:ace aìone, ancl to the ìove, ltraise,
liect h¿u,rnon¡-, and in rot¿r,tiorr lilie clocli ltoltot', antl uplifting of our etet'nal Gocl
rvorli rvhich rvill be thc lrerÍection of on high. Yea l:orcl, none oil ealth r:an
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eyel praise ancl ex¿tlt th.r' glÒrious n¿tììte
as thou deselveth. \\re in our frailt-t-
can but ßlightly hint at this strcred
theme of salvation by gra,ce. lllhe thing
I feel that nost r.itally conccms each
indi'r'idual of the householcL of fzlith is,
¿rrn. I in his covenant of grace or ¿tttl I
not? This canses nluch t\-e¿ìr)' ¿tncl
anxious thoug'ht ¿tncl all htrngs upotl
God's etern¿rl justice. He is a just
juclge, one that u.ill clo right.

fn conclusion I feel this unworthy
scribble is lilie the writer, \/eh- ittt¡rer'-
fect. I hopc it is in line luith our faith
and. doctrine. Do n ith it as you think
best. lfay the Lorcl bless you itrrcl ¡'our'
goocl n'ork, and. also ¿rll of . his clear
saints is rny prayer. r\ brother I hopc
in hope of life eternal. J. .4.. PIìRDUII

556 Harrison Ave., Panama City, Fla.
"My dove, my undefiled is but one."

l'oclay f pichecl u¡r Äugust ñ'igrrrs ancl
read. for the second time Eltler l)ocl
son's ('Iclentity of the Church." My mincl
n'ent to the above scriptule. I clicl en-
jo¡'reading this erlitorial. It seerns that
this expression, more than any other,
started. nry rnincl to revolling, (rffhel' altt
irrtroducing music, Suncla,-r' Schooìs, ctc."
In 1945 I ¿ttended ¿rn Ässoci¿rtion irr
\¡a. 'Iìhe¡' usecl shape not(ìs sorìg' boolis.
I n-¿rs indeed solr¡- to fincl this. tt rlirl
not souncl ìilie the good oltl litre hvrttrr
booli rrrusic. frr sl¿ryer.r- tilnes the ne-
grocs s¿rng the old tirnc s¡rirituals just
Jike the¡ felt in their hcalts ¿urcl sotrls.
\\:hen l n'¿rs teachin.g iu sotrth Gcolgia
I attencLed ¿l churcìr of a f¿Lctiorr caìlecl
I'r'iruitir e Btrptists. 'Ilìre piarro, the sha¡re
lotc song boolis, the qua'rtets. the tes-
tifyiug, thc¡ rninister's serrrron on repen.-
tance \r'¿rs to nle in folm lil<e all other'
l.ropular churches. -{nothel rnarli, the
house rvas full of people. The¡. Sa¡' the¡'
belieye etcrn.¿rl salvation is of the Lord
but ve h a'r'e the clestin.¡' of journel
through this lvorlcl in our grasp. Orrr'
clru,rch, thc Olcl T-¡ine ¡\bsolute I'recles-

tin¿tri¿rns believe in one saly¿ìtiorì. frorìì
cr'¿Ldle to gravc and ìnto eternit¡', if
this is the right na'r- to express it. In
other u-ords it js ¿rll of the Lorcl. B¡
gr'¿rcc are ¡'e sar-ed. It is not olr rnl- rrind
non- to cliscuss this s¿rlvation.

I h¿rve a goocl olcl friencl herc, :L }lis-
siorur'¡- l3nptist urinister'. He is gctting
olcl ¿rnd for the most lrtrrt. h¿rs sc'en his
cla¡' itr the nlinistr¡-. Iìe is ¿r fine olcl
lìr¿ur, ¿r joìJ¡- goocl fellou'r a reaì princc.
lle |ilics rlc ¿uld. lilies to t¿rlli l'ith lnc
in jocuìarit-v. One time he I'allit¡d in-
to three of trs. Ììe h¿rcl a -nonclcl'ful stor¡'
to tell of the gleat fedcratecl nrecting
irr Nett- Yorli (ìit¡.. Il'e had just rctttt'tL-
ecl ¿rucl \\¡¿Ìs lìììrclì lieyecl up. llo evL¡l'\--
thing hc saicl I repliecl, (¿th¿rt is finc."
It n-¿rs finc to theru. He pointed straight
¿rt rtre ancl s:ricl, ((Rr:o. Il¡-rcì, evel'r'clc-
ncntrin¿ltion in thc U.S. ¿urcl ,Can¿rcl¿ n'¿rs
rc'¡l'es;cntecl in that nrecting but the
Fl¿rrdshc]ls.f' I ¿rsliecl th¿rt I rnisht tell
rvh¡- the Il¿rrdshells u'cre lrot there arrcl
t o I tl an expericnce of m¡- childhoocl.
Sometirnes on Surrda-rr rnornings lye
llo'r's rvould gaúher in olcl ¡\unt Chinn
Iíing's mulberr;. olcharcl ancl shoot
bird.s s.ith our slings. One bircl n e ditl
not shoot, that bircl clicl not corne thcre.
lhat rrr¿rs ¿r IIa,rdshell ibircl. You folìis
in th¿rt fccler¿tecl meeting rvere eating
nrrrlben'ies. I 'n'irnt to teli you Hard-
sltcìls do not e¿rt nlulberries. Ile n'alkecl
oft, l'irr-r:cl his h¿ncl ancl'n'ith. ¿l chuclile
siricl, t(IÌro. R.r.rcl, \'ou lvont clo.t' \I¡c just
rvont clo l,herr the ùruth is ¡rut to them.
I clo not ìuro.l- the source of all food. for
the doye. I clo linon th¿rt in sorìre
sections of the South the ¡leanut, goober,
irnd ground-pezr are extensir-el¡. raist'cl.
I ha'r'e seen tìre clo'r'e in clroyes fly d.on-n
in peanut fielcls. ITe does not scratch
but pichs up that alreacl¡' scratchecl.
I thinl< the lesson taught in this is 'n'hen
\\'e scr¿rtch under the surface to tr.r-
to clig up rvhat Gocl has not re-'r.ealed to
us rrrc ar'e in. tluiclisancl. T do hope ottr
goocl old. r\bsolutc Pretlstinarian Rit¡r-



SIG}[S OF THE TIMES rl.)

tists rvill be satisfiecl to lieep using th:r
good old hyms, Lloyd, Beebe, Goble, etc.
¡\s sure as we introd.uce the nerv things
rve rvill begin 'to eat rnul'berries. Anoth-
er cliversion n'ill be in the mahing, "ùI¡'
unclefiled is but one." Liet us heep the
old church clean.

I desire to mention trvo inciclents. A
certain man lives here, he has never
been in our church, he n'oulcL not help
us build. the house. I have sat b¡, þis
side, listered to him talk and askc'cl him
questions. I pronounced hinr a simon
pure d,yed. in the rvool free n'iller. Ancl
¡'et go barch in the years, sea,rch thc
record.s of a church in Coffee Co., rtlzr.
you will f i n d. that a presb¡'terv of
Primitive Baptist ministers ord.ainecl
him to preach for the Prirnitive Bap-
tists. A certain minister, not so long
ago, asked me rvhat I thought of lìlcler

. .I said, ('IIe has no rnin.i-
sterial gift." }Ie said. he hacl clccidecl
the sarne. I saicl, "IMhy clid. you help
ordain hirn?" IIo\- careful \Ye ought
to be to not let our enthusiasm ovel
balance our better judgment. I(eep an
even heel. the people chose Saul: Gorl
rejected- hin and. chose David.

Our mind. goes bzuch to the first pass-
over at Succoth. \ÃIhen it I'as God"'s
tirne for fsrael to ernerge front EgyTrt
it ryas an eas)r go. Not a dog coulcl
lrove his tongue to barh. On a cleelt
sense of gratitude that the cleath angeì
passed oyer they obsenred the pass-
over. ((It is zr night to be much obsen ecl
unto the I-¡ord. for bringing thern out
from the land of Egypt." Exoclus L2:42.
They 'were cornmanded. to eat unlea,r'en-
ed. bread. ((Put a$'ay le¿rven ouf of ¡'our'
houses: for whosoever eateth le¿tyerecl
bread f r o m the first clay until thc
seventh, that soul shall be cut off from
Israel." Iìxodus 12:1.5. lllhe ord.in¿rnces
of the passo\rer \\rere as follorvs I n,l
stranger, no hired servaltt antl no fol'-
eigner shall partalie. '(Scven da"t's thor',
shalt eat unleâ\.enerl bread, ¿utd irr th.'

seventh day shall be a feast to the
Lord." Exod.us 13:6. Seven in the Bible
denotes perfection.

If we have it riglit, in the natural
reahn unleavened bread. is flour and
rvater. the type is the spirit of Jesus.
the seasoning puffs u'p which typifies
the flesh. This is leaven. To my mind.
our l-,ord's supper is the anti-type point-
ing back to the passover at Su,ccoth. I
do not remember where or how long
ago, but I do rernember f 'was in a com.
nunion where soda cracliers lrere usecl.
I dial not enjoy that communion be-
oause I hnerv that 'was not unleavened,
lrread. Just this year I u.as in a corn-
munion, the bread hatl sea\soning in it.
It tastecl rnore lihe hot 'cahes than un-
leavened. bread. I thinh the wine should
be l-00 per cent fruit of the vine. Jesus
says, ((I am the vine." When we come
to the comrnunion table, pa'rtake of the
bread. and, wine, the act says there is
no malice, hatrecl or ill will to'ward" an;'--
bocly. Remember fsrael was commandecl
to put away leaven out of your houses.

(Eltler) C. H. BYITD

Route 5, Box 310, Rayville, La.
Dlr n Bno'rrrnn DonsoN: I have had. a
desire to write a little of what I hope
is my experience for some time, .bur

never could have the courage. I have
felt that may be some little thing that
I have experienced. along the rval'rnight
help some weah one lihe rnyself. Some-
times when my hope grows so dim I
read one or rnore of the r¡'onderful
letters in the Si,gns and, Old, Fai,th Con-
temcJer ancl they tell part of rny experi-
ence better than I can tell it myself.
Then I receive such joy and. comfort
and, am so glacl they rvrote their ex-
perience.

f first saw my sinfulness and. that
Christ alone coulcl save me when f 'was
thirteen yea,rs okl, but f was not
brought to a l<nowledge of the trutli
then. f i,hought you could live abov,r
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sin if you tried ancl that you shouìcl
rvorh for the Lortl. I united n'ith the
Missionary Baptists and tried for ltzrn¡
yeals to live up to l'hat thcy taught
me, but I founcL l could not li'r.e abor-c
sin so rvas constantly bzlclislicling. Dur-
ing rer'ivals I l,oulcl re-cletlic¿te myself
but so<ln fall ¿n ¿LJ' tLgttin arrcl n'oultl btl
¿rshamed. During these ¡-ezrrs I rloveil
far' ¿\\¡ay f'rorn I'here I unitecl. lhc
I'¿tstor of tlie church l lt as ltol\¡ ¿rt-

tencling w¿n"tecl me to send. for lìlJ¡ let-
ter and I agleecl 'but, cleal little ones.
rvhen the letter c¿rme I coulcl not go
u¡r ancì. be leceivecl as I linet' I tr.as
not ìiying ¿bove siu. -¿\botrt :t ¡rei¡r' 1't.t'
at eiglrteel I/marriecl, antl trlthough trtv
husband ancL his parents l'ere Plimi-
tir.e Baptists and I hearcl their con-
ycrs¿rtion l dict not unclelstancl it, a,ncl
¿rs \\¡e rvere living far ¿rtt,ay flour an)'
chulch I never heard it lrreachecl.

In ].927 tt'e tnovecl to I-,ouisian¿r a.rrcl

I attended a ferv rneetings in the holne
of my father-in-1a'w but it tvas as if
they spoke in a foreign tongue to mc.
but I could see the love and fellorvship
they hacl for one another. In 1933 ve
nrovecl bach to lex¿rs and I triecl once
again to attencL the Missionar¡, IJa,p-
tist church, but it was not lroulc to rtre
a,rrcl seemed to c¿ruse nìe nìore trtrrest to
go thrm to sttry ¿rlv¿ty. About thjs tirttc
I had. a clrean on the resurrection. ;\l-
n ays before in my drearns I n'¿rnted rnv
husband ancl onl¡- chjlcl n ith me but
this time I dict not thinlt of them ol
¿rrì)' one else. l.t seerned that it r-¿ts
cloutly with cl¿rlh2 lov hanging cloucls,
In the East I coulcl see ¡re clouds r¡tirllt
and, oh, the brig'htest ìight woulcl conrc
through, ancl f ,could hear t'he sl'eetcst
rnusic and n'as tr¡'i1. to go to it. Äll
my neighbors lvere indoors ancì. beg-gin¡l^
rne to corne in as the¡. sajcl I 'n'ou1cl he
hillecl. It seemecl to be raining hot rocìis
all arouncl but I n'as not afraicl, a,rrrì
n'h.en ¿r roc'li u.ortkl. f¿rll in flout of ulc
.l n ouìd czLhnl¡' go trr.ourrcl it, cver. hrrr.-

r¡.ing torvards that ¡rretty music and
bright light as I seenetl to linow th¿tt
l'¿ls n-here Jesus rv¿rs conrjng clorvn out
of the cloucLs. I did not thinli of friencls
or lovecl ones. 'Ihis clrearn stayecl in tn¡-
rnind for a long time but I clitl not
understancl it.

We rnovecl J:ack to l-,ouisiana in 191Ì7.
My husbancL became interested in the
Olcl Baptist church again. He inquirecl
around. until he locatecl one ¿rncl their'
rneeting day. IIe went severaì times be-
fore I "woulcl go with hin ¿rncl rvhen I
did go I u¡as not interestecl, but I. coulcl
not help noticing that love ancl fellorr'-
ship. Once I sarv a r.er)- dear frielltl
btr¡rtized ancl it l'as all \rerJ¡ s\\'cet to
lììe. Before the baptizing a n-onclerfrtl
olcl brother tolcL rne I rnig'ht be the next
rurcL it m¿rcle nre \rer}' ang,rJ. n'ith ltiur.
I soorr begau to attend. quitc legularìy
l.ith rnJ. husbancl. All the peo¡tle tre¿rt-
ed ue so nicely ancl sometitnes I thougltt
theur the loveliest Jreople I h¿rcl e\¡eìl
nret, but sonetirnes after meeting, nhen
they hacl all seernecl to get so nruch out
of the prmching, I l'oulcl hate thern
and long to get an'ay. But oh, little
oues, r'hen I n'as ¿rllowecl to taste just
¿ crunlb or tlr.o fronr the Master's table
ho1r. \r,onclcrful it seenlecl to mc ! I soon
rcachecl the point t\'Itere I hatecl for tltc
rreetin.gs to close a,s I n'oul.cl h¿n'c to
le¿rve those clea,r' lreople rvhorr f ltolv
lovecl so much.
I h¿rd nerrer thoug'ht serjousl"\' of asli-

ing for a home n'ith thenr until one
clay as they olrened thc cloor of the
chruch a voice rig'ht oyer m¡' heacl saicl
so l.rlainly to rne, ((That call is for you,"
but I rvas too stunned. ancl tr.eali to
stancl and I saicl, '(No, no, I can't, I
won't." Well I never spent a rnore
rniserable time than I ctid that follorving
month. For two weeks or rnore there
\yas a great s-ar going on in rny rnincl,
sornething sa"_vin.g I had to asli a homc
rvjth these dear peopìe cven. if tlte¡' t'c-
fusecl rue, but I hept saying, nn f iLnr
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not fit, I rvould orrl¡- bring clisgrace ttr
the people I tt'as non- lecl to belier-e
n-ere GocL's chosen ones. I rvould gtl to
rn¡' gard.en ancl as I tvorked therc I
l-ould ûry to lrrtr¡r for this burclen to
be tiftecl flloul rne. I n-¿ts brought so lott'
until it kroliecl lihe I coulcl not beat it.
Then and only then I n'as ruacie rvilling
to pray to the dear Lolcl to just git'c
me one urore'chance to go to the church
and I l'oul.d- asli for a horne tr-ith thenr.
Oh, tittle ones, the tirne lrassecl so slon'-
ì¡' for this poor rvretchecl sinner:. I felt
sorncthing 1\'ould halr¡ren before the next
lreetirrg dar'. lt seentecl I tried to pra¡-
almost constantì;' n'herr a.lone for just
oÌe Ìnore chance. \\rht¡n rneeting dav clid.
corne and I vas able to go the pre¿tohcr
n-as late ancl it sceììred lilie olcl Satan
n.as l¿tughin¡¡ at nte saring that I tlas
uot going to get that chance. \\rht'n he
clrove up I rvtrs so lrapp¡, ¿rncl tr.hen the
cloor of the church \\¡âs openecl I l'ent
u¡r and asliecl" for ¿ hone. f tt'as re-
ceir-ecl ancl seemecl ver¡' happ¡i thinhing
I ryould ne\rer be troublecl again, but
Iron' rvrong,f n¿s. ft n'as not long un-
til I felt I hacl clcceivecl the clearest peo-
ple on earth.

In going ârnorg the l'rinitive Bnlt-
tists I so often hear t,Ìren 'conrlnentins
on such and srrch a scripture, ancl hear
hov nruch jo¡' the¡- get rneclitating on
it. f ca,nnot clo tha,t, u,hich in the past
has c¿r,usecL nìe much trouble and cloubt.
Being of al iurpatient nature I atn not
rvilling to n-¿rit upon the Lord. One c1a¡,
I n-as arguiug u.ith the Lorcl (as I call
it) on this nlatter, \-hen a, r.oice seerned
to sa..r, "\I¡ho are )'ou to thinli vou cle-
scrve such a lrrililege? Mtr.v brl it -tr.as

otrl¡- intended that --vou shoulcl hear ancl
unclerstand, as it is preached to \(ru?"
'Ihis hunlblecl this trngrateful sin"neìl
r-en' mucll. ì{orv I anl nore patient i'o
rn'ait the blessccl I:ord's titne, antl I
h:rve a ferl ing ( if not tlet'eir-etl irl ìi.
rrll) that thel'e rvill contô ¿t l,itltt' u'ltell
I rrra,¡- be ¿rllon'ccl to reacl thc blessccl

Booh and rneclitate on at least a little
of it. If not I will be content to feast,
u-hen allowecl, from the srveet crttnìbs
that fall as God,'s shephelcls feecL the
little ones of rvhorn, if one at all, I
feel to be the least.

I 'rl'ould, like to say in closing that I
enjoyed- Brother I{. T,'. Rogers article
on the resulrection so rnuch as th¿rt irr

n hat I hope I l¡elieve. îhe lesurrection
pleachecl th¿tt n'a)' is the only Vay this
poor sinner can get an.v colufort out
of it. May the goocl Lord bless you in
publishing the clear 1laper as sometirnes
just one letter seerns to give rne strength
to carry on rvhen rny cloubts ancL fears
are rnountain high. Yours irr hope of
eternal life. (Mrs.) EARL, WII,SON

25LB S. 21st St., Philade,lphia 45, Pa.
Dr¡,r.n Illnnn DonsoN: I have thought of
writing .vou a long tine, but I feel so
unr,vorthy to snrite any of God-'s chil-
dren. So rnuch of the tirne I arn mad.e
to woncLer if indeecl f have hacl an ex-
perience of grace, -when I ¿rn brought
do$'n into the rralley ancl nacle to beg
for rlelcy for such ¿r vile one as I arn.
I feel so hel¡rless and, n'ezLh, then I fincl
reason again for rejoicing for it is n'hen
n'e feel our own weakness that Ife visits
us a,gain by his l{ol¡. g1¡i"i¡, and \r.e
are glacl to have ì:een brought don n in-
to the r-alleJ' ancl made to looli unto
thc Lor'cl frorrr rvhich conleth our: help.
I hcsitate to n'rite J¡ou e\ren lon' f fecl
so little and so unle¿rtnecl concerning
spir:itual things, but f hope to be thanli-
ful for the little revelation God h¿rs
been so merciful to give one so uncLe-
selving as I arn. ff I arn one of hjs
chosen ones I hnon- it is only b¡' grace
and. grace alone ancl I pray for faiUr to
belier.e the vonderful promises he has
given for our cornfolt. ft is so goocl to
be given a mind. to rneditate upon his
$'ord. Ife Jras saicl he n'ill never lear-e
rror forsake his own and. his rnercy shall
cnrlure forever. T find lnrtt:h contfolt
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frorn this scripture. ((We linon- tlt¿rt ali
things rvorli togcther fol gootl to tirtrtt
th¿rt loye Gocl, to thern l'ho ¿ìre the
c¿rllecl according to his purpose."

I c¿rn thinh bach thloug'h m¡- life, er'-
en to chilclhoocl, anrl ¿t tirnes I can see
his hand guiclirrg even rììe, ancl I feeljt l'rrs ¿rll according to his clir'inc pur'-
posc. Ás Jolg us I c¿rn lernenrbel I t'¿rs
nl¿rcle to suffer for rvrong doing. I liept
cloirrg things I ìinel' l\rere fvrorìg, btrt
Iìì¿rrì)' a. night I laicl an,¿tlio ¿tttcl oven
n'ept trt tirnes ¿rucl r.oulcl tt'-r' to prit¡'
fol' forgivcness. .[ r'cmembel u-hen ¿rt-
tcnclirr.g ,\ssociirtiols r.itb nrr¡thel' ¿ll of
thc voungel' follis n.¿nrtecl to sit ilt thc
c¿tr's irnd talli ¿rrd not go trea.r' \.het'tt
the lrreaching wns, brrt althorrgìr I stat.-
ed u ith the ¡-oungeì: ones I hatl ¿r clesirc
to sit rvith lnother ibut l'ottlcl not be
tlifferent f ronr thc <lthers. Ilor ìììiìlì\r
¡'cals I hacl a, longirrg clcsilc to lllol'
.Icstrs atrcl rvould tt'y to ì)r'¿ì)¡ in rìì)'
fecble l.try to linon'n.hich rv¿ls his chru:clr
I trll'a,¡-s, even in chilclhoocl, flelt to be
giverr the unclerstancling that thele n'a:s
orrl¡- one Gocl, onc f¿tith ancL one ba,p-
tisur, ¿rncl thc nel' birtì l-as on rnJ¡
urild so nnrch of the time.

r\bout five yerrrs :.rgo I fclt to be so
sinfrrl, ¿r n d .l recalled lecerrtÌ,\' tìter<r
\'('r'o d¿rvs I everr l.¿tlliercl tllt¡ liloor' ¿r,l-

urost in ir da,zc. I a,ctual]y fclt lilie I
n'orrld ìose nr¡- nlind.. f rellellber orlcc
nrerrtioniug it to my husb¿rntl ¿s I s'as
l'orried ¿rbout l-hat n'oulcl beconre of
the chilclren. Then I becalne so tLes-
perate, and. so attachecl to ccrtain.
Ji:iends ul¿rt I unitecl l.ith a Missionar'¡'
lìaptist group and I lyas rnade to spencl
aìl nl.r' ìiving ¿rs I hurnbl)' hope. Elcler'
\\irocl l-as blessed to speali so beauti-
fuìl¡. on the parabJe of the procligrrl
son ¿t Southampton. I u'as mad.e to
shed tears, and it clid ,callse lne to see
a little evidence that I was one of that
nulrftrer. J.t n'as not un.til I came to the
end of lrì\r ¡¡11r¡. strength, antl felt rrlv
on ti rig'hteousness as fiìtlr¡' r'lgr; tìtirl.

I l-¿ts rn¿rcle to beg for IIis rìrercr-. I
do tr¡' to pla;' for ¿r th¿rnliful he¿l't to
praise him as I desile to. t feel hc h¿rs
clone so nruch for me.

I hope I have not tirecl J'ou n'ith this
letter. I dicl not rn.ean to r.rrite so rnuuh,
but feel ¿Lt tirnes f must pour out nr¡'
feelings to sorrre rrrember of t)rzrt gr;eat
falti'I1. n'hich I hu'rbl¡- hopc I a'r 'otdeceiyecl in clainling relationsìrìp rvith.
I glerttly desire that 1'611 reuernbcr rlrc
in ¡'our J)r'a.).ers. I feel so u'eaìi ancl af-
flictecl irr slri:rit. Ì\fa.v Gocl bless ¡-ou ac-
cor:cliltg to his n'jll to continue to com-
for'l, his ìittle uncs. I fc'eì so dr¿rl'n to
l-()u fol'(lht'ist's saì<e. I th¿rtrli ¡-ou lirll
)'our' Icttcl l'hich I enjo¡'ecl so lrruclt.
I. hope to be thurrhful for so nràrn)- bìess-
iugs. ;\rr urrn'orth)- sister if incleed one
at ¿rll.

(l[rs. ) CHIìISTI ì(D l,INllHlOUlt

1030 Bruce St., Memphis 4, Tenn.
SrcNs or¡ Trrìr 'l.rllls, I)nln IìnrnNls: I
itru lerninclecl th¿t it is titne to lener-
m¡' subscl'iption for anothc'r J-ear'. I fcel
to th¿rnli Gocl froln n'honr aìì blessings
flon' that he ha,s so blessecl rne to hea,r
antl read froln the pen of hjs cleal eléct
children such n'on.derfuì nrcsstr.ges of
trrrtlr as is founcl in the Si¡1tr.s. Solre ol'
thcrn I hirvc nrct personall¡- alcl cannot
lrtl¡r but sce the ruarli of Gorl's chiìd.rcrr
in tìtem, ¿rnd those that I do not linov
br- sight of f¿rcc but flom their cx¡reri-
ence and n'r'iting I feel to ìiron' thclu.
'llht¡.v tcìl so nru,ch of the tra,rrel f aur
nl¿rrlt¡ to n'alli. I-Iol' cìepenclent tìre¡- are
ìrl)ou Gotl llol atI things lecei'r-ed anil
hol- unn-orth¡' 1he¡- feel of tht, least of
God's consicleration or the notice of one
of his clear ones. lhev ¿rlso tell of thc
greatness anrl goodness of GocL ¿rnd. of
the feeling of their o'n'n nothingness :

borv the¡' feel to be rnade to ibelieve
Gocl is abìe to clo all things that it is
ì.ris gootl Trìcasut:e to r1o. f-es. even ablc
to saye such l. r,ile sirlrter' ¿s f feel t<r
lilron I ¿lnr. IIe pur¡rosetl all er.ents and
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brings to pass :rll thing"- zrccorcling to
his n'ill ancl forelinonled.ge;he chose his
children in his Son, Jesus Olirist, be-
fole the rvorld. begzrn ancl brings to p:rss
all things for their goocl ernd his glor'¡'.
I{e rna,hes his peolrle to stand still in
a tilne :rppointed ancl cry "salr'¿rtion is
of t h e L,ord.," singing praises to his
aclorable rame for his rnerc.y ancl lor.e.
Ile has given a sn'eet hope tìrat rve ( l
hope I arn incluclecl) are of that blessecl
number, poor and, ¿rfflictecl not able to
p¿ùy our way.

"Jesus paid it all,
All to him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson, stain,
He washed it white as sno(Ar."

l\¡e hope 1ye âre clothecl in that n'hitc
robe of righteousness that covcrs e\rery sirì
GocL's peo¡rle shall er-er courmit in tltjs
l-orld. 'I\he l-,orcl our righteousness is
Ìte. God's people shoulcl, s\r€t')r clay of
thcir existence, feel thanhful for the
gift of God.'s love jn sencling his clerr
Son into this lon, grouncl of sin ancl
sorrol\¡ to suffer, bleed ¿r.nd die for thcir
sins, and. in him clo the¡' all stancl jus-
tificcl befole Gocl, he (Jesus) being the
ìreacl over the church, his body.

f usecl to think the Old Baptists must
be the onlr. lrco¡.le of God, but not so for
lle has a ¡reople irt er.erJ' nation, liin-
rh'ecl ancl' ton.gue, and his chiltLrell are
just as safe in Jesus no mattel n.hat
church booh their rìaûles nrar. be on.lhere
is onl¡' one true church. and tliat is
L'hrist's in'r.isible bod-v, though I arn
macle to belier-e the Old Ba¡rtists are
the onì¡- people l'ho clecl¿lre thc rvhole
r:,oun.sel of God. f ho¡te jn Gocl's timt¡
arrd n'a¡- he has broug'ht me to lor-e ancl
belier-e the cloctrine the_v set forth and
Trreach. Christ Jc.sus and him crucified.
tllc ar¡azing glace he beston's upon un-
r-orth¡- creatures such. as f,

llav Gorl blcss you all alrcl ì<eelr r.ou
l.r¡ contirrrre to publish the trrrth as it
is in Olrrist Jesus onr Lol'd. I ¿un not

¿l mernber of the militant church as )'ou
have heretofere been told, but I d.o hope
your Gocl is rny God, and that he rvill
allon' o n e as sinful as I to g'o, the
b¿lance of ury life, arnong you and hear
preached the onl;' thing that rvill sar'<:
to the uttennost as the Old Baptists
preach. lf only in pity, let rne drau'
near to he¿rr nhat I am madc to love,
It is not rnJ. desire, if I, knol' rn¡'self
at all, to hurt one of these dear ones.
I hope to speali the truth tt'hen I sat'
I am brought to lor.e you all, to suffer
rvith Jesus ancL not be ashamed to orvn
hiur as rny Lorcì. ancl rn.v Gocl, though
I feel if I an a sheep I h¿rve not n'here-
s-ith that I shoulcl boast saye in hinl.
In a precious hope, I am,

(Mrs. ) L,OUISIì Nll\\tVL\N

ERR,ATUM
In Dec. 1950 issue, page 286, the last pa,ragraph

of Circular Letter of Delaware River 'Association

sho'uld have' reard: Dearly beloved in tlre' Lord,
Gorl will surely raise the deacl,, both the just
ancl the unjust, for He has said it. And as His
saints have borne the image of Adam, the first
man, the earthly, so they shall in dhe resur-
rection, bear the image of the second ,man, the
Lord from heaven, the heavenly,
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baptisrn in literal ì\¡ater is figurative
and tJ'pic¿ì.i of the ,ba¡rtisnr that is es-
sential unto s¿rh-¿ì.tion. The baptisrn itr
Jesus Christ and into his cle¿th is es-
scnti¿rl unto salvation. No marr is ¿rble.
elìl'poì\'erecl or' ¿ruthorizecl to do that.
This is the n'orli of Gocl.

I n'ant to c¿rll ¡'our attentiorr to ons
scliptulc thrLt l'i1l conchrsir-cl¡' ì)ro\'(ì
tbat rv¿rter bzrptisrl is not rneant eveÌ'.\r
tinre the ternr is used jn" the scripturcs.
Jestrs saicl ¿Ls recolclecl in Irtrlie t2 :.i0--
'(But f h¿rye ¿l 'b,itptisrl to be bzr¡rtized
rvith; ¿rnd ho$' ¿lrrr I straiterrecl tiìl it
lle zurconrpljshecl l" 'I'he n-orcl srt,\rrnNlìI)
nìeans I',\INlcl). IIe w¿ts rtnrl0ubtctll,r'
speiLìiing of his baptisur in cleatìr. Flc
r-as spetrliing of thc tirle ï'lìen clcath
n orrlcL errvelo¡re him, l.hen he l'ould be
oveln'helnrecl n.ith sufifering ¿urd srtb-
nrergecÌ into cLeath. This statement l'¿rs
rììracle al)proxì.matel¡' tl'o ¡-ears after lii-s
baptisrn in Jorcl¿rn. (I thinh his baptisnrjn Jorclan rvas pointing to ancl figura-
tive of his baptisrn in cleath. )

Nor\r, 1e t us consider ll,omans 6 :3
((I(now ye not, thtrt so rrlânrr of us as n'ere
baptized into Jesus Christ rvere bap-
tízecl into his death?" Pa,ul clicl not
s¿r)' or hint ¿rt tvater in this expressiort.
If P¿nrl hacl said: Iitton ye not that as
llìarlr¡ of us as n'erle baptizecl in \Y'\TDIÌ
n,ere baptizecl iu Jestrs Ohrist ¿rncl into
hjs cl,eath; thcn, the ruoclern. theorists
nroulcl h¿rr-e something to base their ,¿rr-

guurerrts upon. Since he clitl not say this
lct us t¿lie fol grantecl that he said n'hat
he rneant ¿ìncl rììeant "n'hat he said. ITrr
said, '(rvere ba¡rtized into Jestrs Christ."
Can an¡, rn¿ln imrnerse one into Jesus
Christ? \\¡e ma¡. baptize in n"ater in
the ¡q,s.Mn of the F:rther, Son, ancl IIol¡-
Ghost 'but rìr ¿ì n cannot liaptize into
Jesus Chlist. f beheve that God chose
his peopìr: rx Cru¡rsr in thtl annals of
eternit¡ before time evel began. "-¿\c-
cording as hc hath choscn ìrs rNr Tfnr be-
fore the foundation of the rvorìtl." Iìplt.
t :4. "\\ihorn he clicl forcl<non', tllerl
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BA[''l.ISII
'I.lte subject uf btrptisrrt has lieen tt

subject of gletrt controvelsy througìi-
out thc centuries. Man¡- f¿rlse autl er-
roneous theories h¿rye been ¿rclvocatccl
n-hi ch hale tenclecl to confuse the ttrincls
ofl Gocl's little chilch'en. 'I'ltis is clue to
the fact th¿rt theologizrns havt' :rttertt¡rt-
ecl to sulr¡rlant ¿L theological neanìng to
the teln th¿rt is foreign to the classjc¿-tl
rrrcnning jn olclel to prop u¡r theil frtlse
theories in tr'.¡-ìrrg^ to hirrge s¿rlr'¿ttion olr
the volition ¿nltl n'orli of tltc <:r'c¿rturtt.
'llhis hrrs niu'r'ol'ecl thc c<lrtce¡rtiot't ofi
tlre tel'nr, ba¡ltisrtt, to tìr¿rt cert¡luorti¿t l

use of \trater to aclrnit llelnl¡els into ¿tn

olg^anizetl botl¡- hcle u¡ron ealtlt terttretl
tìre church. I tlo ltot beìielc the tellu is
so ìì.¿u'I'o\\'irr its scol)e. J\-lrerrr I thinli
of btrptisrn I lilie to rneclit¿tte upon the
cìassic¿r1 nretrtrilg instc¿cl of the tlteo-
ìogicaì use of the telrn.

'Io ba¡ltize is to inuncrse, subrnerge,
envelope, ovel'nùelur or sinli: to cli¡t,
\\r¿ìsh, or clrenr:h; to consecrate; to corn-
pleteì.r subcLue. this is the esscnce of
the cìassjcaì nrcaning. lìr'en thcoìogi:tIrs
l-ho acl'r'ocate sllrinhìittg as the propet'
nrot'le of ba¡rtislr adruit this. I th jnli that
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he also clid predestinate to be conformed
to the image of his Son." Iìom. 8:29.
lhe cntire farnily of God. rvas baptizecl
into the bocly of Ohrist by God, ouìl
I¡¿rther'. ('li'or as the ,bocly is one, and
hath nan¡. nlernbers, anù ali the 

'nìeln-

bers of that one body, being many ,¿ùre

one bod.y: so is Christ. For by one
spirit al'e we ail baptizecl i n t o olìe
bocl¡.." Cor. I2iI2-13. "\I¡e are his ¡'orli-
nanshilr, cRDATED rN Crrnrsr Jnsus."
D¡.ilr. 2 :10. .tf lve \\¡ere chosen rN IIilrt,
createcl rN IIrNr, and are baptizecl rn
I-Iru rvn rvnr¡n Mysrnrìrousl,y rN l]rn
being borre of his bone as he accomillish-
ed thc l¿Lrv to a jot and tittie rvhile he
sojou,rned in this n'orlcl of sin and sor-
ron,. I belier.e that as Jesus perforrned
the la'n to a" jot ancl tittle Jehovah
r-roulcl sce the entire family of Gocl per-
folrning it as they n ere rnernbers of
his boc1.1-, ibeing baptized- in hin. the
oNlt rì.\p'rrsu spolien of in Ephesians 4:5
is th¿r,t performed- by Gocl, the Father
in the Son th'rouglr the operation of
the Spirit upon his child.ren. ll'his balr-
tism is essential un.to salvation but
cannot be performecl b-v man.

Yes, God's chilclren \yere "ba¡rtizerl
into his de¿rth." The.v n'ent dou.n rvith
h.irn into cle:rth bec¿ruse the¡ \\¡ere
chosen, createcl, ¿ncl ¿r'e baptized- jn
hinr. If n'e bc cbildren of GocI we paicl
the penaltJ. of cleath rN l{ru ! We satis-
f iecl the just clemands of the latt'
rN l{ru ! But thanhs be unto GocL n'e
arose yictoriousl)' over: death, hell, and
tìre gr.a'r-e rN I{rM ! This being true, jus-
tice is cornpletel'r' satisfied ns Tfrlr for'
r:¿rch and e\rerJ' chilcl of God.. Nothing
can be chargecl to thern.

\I¡e have touched. upon the subject
of bzrptisn relati'r'e to all the farnilr.
of God being ba1'rtized at once to-
gether into Jesus Chlist ancL into ltis
dcatì1. Now, n'e rr'¿ìnt to tned.ìtate upo:r
the ex¡rerimental ¡rhase of baptism. \\rc
rvirnt to colrsider ilrc intliviclua,l l)et'-
son¿l baptisnr th¿rt is cxpetiencr:d b¡'

each and everJ¡ chilcl of God.. 'I.his ex-
perimental phase of baptisru is pr'o-
gressive in its application ¿rs l e sh¿rlì
see, the Lord- willing. It begins in le-
generation and. end"s in the irnmort¿Ll-
izaíion of the bocly. John preachccl thc
baptisrn of repentance for the rernissiol
of sins as record.ed. in Marh l:4. All
those who macle manifest th¿rt the.v
rvere in possession of this baptislL b¡'
confessing their sins he baptized in tlte
river Jord.an, (Marh l-:5) n'h.ich l.¿rs
¿n outrvarcl manifestation of being irr
this condition. llie rule is according
to the rvo,rd.s of Jesus as recorclecl in
Marli 16:16, ((I:fe that believeth arrd
rs BAprrznr shall ,be saved.t' 'Ihe for'ul
of the verb used. shon's that it is not
l'¿ìter baptisnr that is under consicler'¿r-
tion. The present tense of the r.elb
shows that it is a condition they :rrc
Nor\¡ in. they ¿rre orrerrvhehnecl, jrn-
rnersecl, subnerged., or envelopecl Now.
Are they No\\r enyeloped in \.¿ter b), the
ad.ministrator? No, they are Noì r en
r-eloped in repentance by the Holy
Ghost ! This being subrnergecl iu re.
pentance affects the cry for deliver'¿trrce
or salvation frorn their sins. this sal-
vation is prornisett in this statement b¡-
Jesus. the hope of each chilcl of Gocl,
n ho is so baptizecl in relrentance b.v the
Hol¡r ç¡o.t, is salvation from their sins
'through the mer'its of Gotl the l¡ather',
Son, ancl l-Iol,v Spirit. \\¡hen one is
baptizecl jrr n ater he outrv¿trdl\' ttt't.t'-
fests Uiis condjtion ancl hope through
the grace of the lr'ather, the merits of
the Son, rurd guidance, operation, ancl
rer,elation of the Holy Spirit.

"John anslyerecl, sa._ving unto thent
aìì, f incleed baptize you 'rvith rvater;
but one rnightier than I corneth, the
latchet of nhose shocs I aln not l.or-
thy to unloose; he shall baptize you
r-jth the Hol"1' Ghost ¿rncl rvjtìr fire.'r
St. L¡uke .3:16. .I.he effect of the Ho'l¡-
Slr'irit bal.rtislr is legetrerzLtion. Thir
sour,s of God's peo¡rìc irle ìrrrptized jnltr
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cleath ancl resur,rcctccl unto life lterc
in tinle; trncl. the nourns of Gocl's pco-
ple shall be baptizecl into cle¿th and
resurrectecl unto lifc imnortal into the
great 'beyoncl-the end of this sphere of
tilne. ilhis is that for l'hicìl vc p¿rtient-
l¡- u.ait trud hope.

'Jlhe natur¿rl sorrl trusts in n¿tural
ruau bcirrg inspired. b.v the rr¿rtural c¿r'-
nal spirit. illhis is the soul that sins.
ft shall rlir¡. (Iùzeìr. 18:.1) Àlì peolrle
irre bonr rrirtru'all¡' in this couclition.
\\'herr it pìea-ses Gorl to baptìze thc
soul of one of lris lreo¡lle b¡- tlte JIoì.v
Spirit lte liills nrrd ru¿lie s s¡rilitualì,1'
¿tl i'r-e the sorLI. Ycs, tlte soul j-q o\'or'-
rvheìrrecl, irunrersed, urÌd subììrerged in-
1.o ilcath. ¿ncì resurrected iuto ¿ì lle\\-
]ife. illlie sorrl th¿¡.t lras beeu so I'rought
ru¡ron b¡'thc llol¡'Spirit shall never
clic. It js a nen- 'crrea,tunr. r\ccorrling
to Ps¿rhns 107 the experience of t'ht¡
redeernecl is-"FTungr¡' and thirst¡',
their sour, fainted in thenl. 'I'hen thev
criecl un.to the I-¡orcl in their trou-
ble, ancì. he cleliverecl thern out of their
distresscs." This is brought about ;bv
the baptism of the Hol¡, $111*it. We ,read
iu l-,ulie ll:3 ((Ancl he cante into all the
countl¡' ¿rbottt Jorclan, ¡lreaciring the
rìr\pTrsti ()n. rìIipnNT-\NoID for the retnis-
sion ofl sitts." fl'his tloes ttot suv balrtisru
ofi n'atelllut of RnpnN'r^NCn. lllìris n(ìârìs
tlrat )-orr lrrtrst be or-ern'heìrrrerì, sub-
rrrtrr.'gecl, alld jlllnersetl ririth repentauc,e.
It is a goclì¡' sorrol\r th¿t nrorlieth re-
pcntance rurto salr-¿rtion not to be rc-
pr,'ntecl <lf. (2 0or. 7:10) Wlrcn r-()u ¿ìro
ovel'r,\'heluretl u'itll rcpentzrncc ¡-orr ab-
hor r.ourself ; ¡.ou repent in clust ¿¡lr'l
¿rshes. \\'hen )-ou a,'bhor' ).<xrl'self \'olr
clie to the lor-e of self. You sinli into
rlespair; )-ou a,re imrnersecl in trouble
and clistresses. ,\s he cticl not leave
Christ in the gra,ì'e he cloes not lear-e
¡'our soul in clespair but raises it up :r

ne\¡ soul. this is verified in Psaìnrs
23:3, ((He restoreth r'r.\- sour,." You axl
then fl. new crreature motivatecl bv ir

spiritual soul. the mortal soul rvhich is
subject to cleath, has been baptized. rvith
irnrnortality. 'Ihis makes the soul im-
mortal. Nou., you ¿re an imnortal soul
{rvelling irr a rnortal bocl¡'. 'Ihis bocl-r'
has not J'et been baptizecl rvith iln-
nrortalit¡'. 'Ihat -rvill be the crorvning
rvork of the Holy Spirit.

Paul says in Iìomans 7:24-('Olt
wretchetl ln¿rn that f arn ! \Yho shali
clelivel me from the bocly of this cleath?"
Paul lealizecl" the sin.fulness arìd uror'-
tality of his bocly. AII God's children
are possessed rvitli thc' tholl in the
flesh and infinriities of the fìesli. Our
bodies are subject to n'ea,lien ancl clic.
We can.not clo the things lve n'oulcl be-
cause of tlie er-il that is present in our
fast rlecaying boclies. 'I'hc bod¡ beconcs
1¿rnre ancl tottery rvith age. Our bodies
become n'e¿rli because of dise¿rsc. Our
natural eyes become clin ancl our n¿r-
tural ears d.eafen. Our rnemor.r' fails
and. our ability to comprehend is affect-
ed. Our na,tural mincls fail to function
as they once did. I feel that as \\¡e ex-
perience these things \lre becorne rnore
and rnore desirous of the imnrortaliza-
tion of the ,botlies, "Even we ourselves
gro¿rn n'ithin ourselr.es, rvaiting for
the adoption, to rvit, the reclenrption of
oul' botly." Ronr. 8:23. \'es, the bodies of
th.e saints shall be ìr:r¡rtizecl into death
¿.ncl shall be cornpletel.v subrnerged, en-
elo¡red, sr-trllon-ecl up) or baptized n'ith
inmorta.lity. "So n'hcn this corru¡rtiblc
shall har.e put on incorruption, ancl thìs
nortal shall h¿r'e put on irnmortalit.-v,
tlren shalì be brought to ¡rass the sar'-
ing that js n'ritten death js ssrallorvecl
up in victor.v." 1 ('or'. 15:51. llhis rvill
be the ansrver to thr¡ pra-ver as re-
cortlecl in 1 lhess. 5 :2S-r¡;\ncl the r-er¡-
Gotl of peace sanctif¡. you nholl¡ I anrl
I pra¡- Gocl ¡-our n'hole sPllìrr and- soL't,
and noo¡¡ be plesen-ecl blarncless unto
the coming of our I-,¡oltl ,Tesus Christ."

the baptism in rv¿ter is figurrttivc
of this balrtisrLr th¿rt js essenti¿rl unto
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salr'¿rtiorr. this is not the putting ¿Ì\\'¿tì'
of the filth of the flesh, but the ¿rn-

sn'er of a cooD conscience ton-ard GocL:
n-hich is a figure of the resurrectiorr
of Jesus Christ. See 1st Peter 3 :21.
there are t tt- o liinds of conscientxt.
there is ¿r n¿rtural conscience ¿rncl thr:r'e
is a Iloly Spirit conscience. ,\. gootl
conscience is a IloJ¡' SDirit consciencc.
l 'belier.e that Gocl's peopìe are wrought,
ullon by his Spirit ¿rncl are ruacle
¿rnxious to folìol' Jesus in baptisnt.
the.v a,re desirous to outn'arcllv nt¿trli-
fest this fajth in the lr'athel baptizing
thern in the Son b¡- the Spirit b¡- suli-
nlittecl thernselves to baptism in s-¿ttelr
in the n¿rrìre of thc Ilatherr ancl the Son,
a,nd thc Hot.v Ghost. As the cancliclate
for lta¡rtism is passi'r-e in the hands of
the ¿lchlinistrator in the ¿tct of ba¡r-
tisru in n'Atet', so he lnanifests that htr
is lrussi'r.e in the hancl of Gocl in Hol¡'
S¡ririt ba¡rtisrn n'hich is essential unt<l
s¿rl'r'¿rtion. Tfe manifests his faith in beinq
in Christ as he n.ent clorrn into the
g-r'ave ancl canre up out of the gr¿ìYe.
;\s ba¡rtisrn into Jesus Christ ancl jn-
to his d.eath is the cloor of entrance in-
to the church 'rvhich is the olle in-
'r'isible bodv ineluding nlì the childretr
of Gotl, so baptisnr in water is the dool
oli entrancc into the church in its ol'-
ganizecl fontt upon this earth.

John requirccl those rvhottt he ball-
tized to bring folth fmit n-orthv of rc-
pentance. I belier-e such ch¿rracters are
tìre onll' on.es \yortlì)- to be leceivcil
irrto the orgarrized church. \\¡hen oll.r
c.oììles confessins,^ his sins and consicler'
ing hinlself as the c,hief of siltners antl
lcss than the le¿st of all saints, speali-
ing of his unn'orthiness, ttt¡' heart goes
otrt to him ancl I am given to fellorv-
ship hirn. \\t.en such an one cotìles tes-
tif¡'ing th¿t his ltopes fol sa'[r'¿rtion froru
sins is solel¡- basecl on the srace of Gorl
llrcl thr¿ trlerits of thc T;ot'd Jestrs, T

consitler hirn ¿ts ¿r l)r'opel subjcct Íot'
ba,ptisnr jn n'nter iltto the felìows} iì;

of the organized church. None but those
l'ho have been baptized. with rellen-
tance n'oulcL corne l¡ringing such testi-
nìonv frorn the heart clesiring a home
rvith God's people. 'Ihe church receives
such into their fellorvship and. otte
properly ordainecl rvill gladl;' achnini-
ster the orclinance to that character.

I realize that I ha'r'e just hintecl u1r-

on this grancl subject. These thoug'hts
¿rre rììJ- earnest ancl conscierrtious con-
yictions. If they be true-may Gocl be
praised. If the¡. be false-charge thetn
to my ignorance and vain irnaginations.
IIay Gocl bless this to your cornfort
ancÌ edification, if it be his "rvill, is my
prayer for Christ's sake. E. J. I-,.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
believeth on me, the works that I do shall
he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto my
Father." Joh,n 14:12.

Our esteemed ,brother ancl yohe-fel-
lol. in the ministry, Illder O. W. Per-
liins, of Mayfielcl, I(y., has ashed that
\\-e present such thoug'hts as \\'e may
haye on the above scripture. It is vith
sonre hesitation that 'we und.ert¿rke to
comply n'ith requests sent in by our:
rninistering brethren; horvever such as
r\.c have n'e desire to subrnit for rvhat-
cver it may be n'orth to our readers,
realizing at all times that ve cannot
shed true light on any scriptural sub-
ject unless it be gi'r'en us from above.

As a, starting point, 's.e wish to call
attention to the fact that Jesus rvas acl-
clressing his irnmediate disciples, the
apostles, in connection rvith his forth
conring cleparture from this world. ITe
\.as sa)'ing to them, ((Iret not your heart
be troublecl: ¡'e belier.e in God, believe
also in me. f¡r rny Father's house are
rnany m¿nsions: if it \r'ere not so, I
lvoulcl have told ¡'ou. I go to prep<tre
a Trìace for von. Ancl if I go and. pre-
l)¿ìr'e ¿r place for you, f n'ill come again.
rrnd lcr:eive you unto rnyself : that
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\-here I utn, there ye ma¡- be irlso." Åt
the tilue Jesus vzrs spculiiug r-ith thenr
thc.r- onl¡' linen- (ìocl ¿s the ruight¡- Gocl,
the creator of heaven ¿ncl ear'th ancl ¿rll
thilrgs theleirr, but ¿rs J.et the)- hacl rro
Jitrrx{eclge of God as he is in the
îr'init¡'i the¡' ìinen' hittt ltot ¿ts Gocl the
It'ttther', (ìocl thc Sorr ¿ncl Gorl the }Ioll'
Ghost. Jesus u'¿rs iu effect sa.ving to
thenr, ,r-e beìier-e in God, therefore be-
lievc in tle ¿tlso fin' I irtu ec¡ual n'itlt
(ìotl, or in thc olclel' of nan.ifesftrtion,
(lotl the Sott, trrrcl he l'ent ou to teìl
tìrcll ¿r'bout his ìiingclollr n'hich \\'iìs go-
ittg to be sct up lrulc itr the \\'{)r'll. 1t"
liìiencrì it rulto his l¡¿rthcr"s ìrorrsc u'llich
cont¿r ined ììralrl' llransiurts. Ill tht'ir' a-s-

soci¿rtiorr l'ith hinl thc.l- ìiueu'hill to
llc a ru¿n oli tnrth, rrer-crtheìess he t¿lies
thc paius to a.sslrre theru thitt if wh¿i, he
n'tts str¡-ittg, to thcrl l'its rtot tlte tnLth,
}c n'orrlcl h¿rvc told therrr, rrnd he pl'o-
ccqcls to telì theru that the ¡lrrpose of
his going a\-a¡. is to prepare a pla,ce
fclr thenl. illheir sepalation n'as to be
ìnole than conrpensatecl for ¿rfter he
llrd pleparecl a pìace fur thenr, b¡- his
coruing again, rvlren he n-oulcl rt¡ceile
theru unto hinrself, that n-he,r'e lrc n-as
tlterc they n'oulcl be also. 'l'his n-orrlcl
h¿rlc been n-ondcrfrrl ne'\\-s h¿cl thet'
lx¡eu irblc¡ to frrlìr- <:orr¡lr:herrtl its sig
nificaur:c, lnt it \\'ls \-eÌ'.\' cvicleut, fr'orrr
tlte testinron,r- of botìr llloruits ¿ntl
J)lr iìip tìlat tltt¡.r' ilirl not rrnclt¿r'st¿nrl
fllì r- rvhat Ilc hat'[ sa id to thenl. 'l'o
thc <¡ttestion of thonrtts, ((lrr)r'cl, l'e l<nol-
not u'bith<'l' thorr got'st: lnr.l h<tu- r,¿rrr

l-e llron' thu n'a-t'?" Jesrrs leplier.l lr]'
siryirrg unto hirrr, "I ¿uu the I'rr¡-, tìrc
tt'tttlr, ¿urrl the Iife: no nl¿ur colleth un-
to the lt'¿ther but ll¡- nle." I'hiìip thetr
s¿rith urrto hinr, rrLorrl sherv us the
Iìtrthcr', aud it suffict¡th us.)' Jesus then
s¿ricl unto Philill, ((Ilavc' I been so long
tirne rvjth J'ou, ¿ìncl ¡'et htrst thou not
ìinoln nre, l:'}hiìi1r? he that hatll seerr
rLle hath scelr the lr'athcr': und. hon- sa¡--
cst thou then, Shen'rrs thc li'¿rthcr'?"

.\ bit later he saicl, "Believe rne that I
¿ul in the I¡ather, ancÌ the l¡ather in
rìre : or else believe me for the yerJ-
tyot'lis' s¿rlie." ln orcler for theur to un-
clcrst¿rnd the oneness, or unitv, -nrhjch

existecl betn'een him and the It'¿ther, the.v
rlust Inow of thc thircl person in the
îritiit¡-, the FIol¡' Ghost, tt.hose n'orli it
is to l'cr-eaì the Son. Jêsus, thercforc,
tells theu that he r.ill prav thc l'ather,
"¿rttcl he sh¿ll give _vou arrother
Oourfolter', th¿rt he rrrtr¡ abide rvith .r-ou
forevcr; Iìr'en thc Spilit of trrth: -$-lìoìrì

the n-orld cannot receive, bec¿rrrse it
seetb hiur not: rreithel linorveth hinr :

but le lurov hiur; for he cll'cìlcth rvith
¡-ou, itnd shall be in r'otr." ,\fter spcaìi-
ing ftrrthel I'ith thenr, he saicl rrRut
the (bnlforter, r.hich js the FIoì.r' (ihost,
l'ìtont the lt'ather n-ill serrcl irr nlv rlÌuìlc,
Ite shall tetrch ,'r.ou aJl thirr.gs, and ì:r'iug
rrìì things to ¡'our renrtìublance, l'hat-
soe\rer I b¿tYe saicl unto yon."

,\s lve proceecl n'ith our explanatiorr.
n e hope our ,r'eaclers l'ill ìieep in mincì.
I'hat ne haye saicL about God not har-jng been l<nonrn as ltta'thcr, Sorr arrtl
IJoly Ghost. \\¡hile it is true th¿rt dur-
ing the sojourn of Jesus here in the
flesh, he ¡.rerfornrercl nr¿ìnJ' literal mira-
cìes, such ¿rs conr-erting tvater i n t o
tvit'tc, fet'cling the lntltitud.es rvith it
llel- loa'r'cs ¿rrd fjshesr ,cahning ¿r trou-
bìecl sca, r:rising the cleacl, giving siglrt
to the bìincl, cartsiug the Ìarle to nra,ìli,
ctc., his clisciples coulcl not ¡teuetrate
bc¡'oncl tìre things of this vorld. lllho'
er-etr thoug'ht that his liingdom n'¿rs to
be onl.1- the lestoration of the thlonc
of l)ar-itl, upon rvhich he n-otrlcl sit and
r'rrle ¿rncL rcign over thenl. Jesus lil<c-
l'ise hatl elr¡ron'eretl his clisciplcs ttr
c¡rst out clevils, to heal the sicli ¿rnd
crure the lzrnre, as Peter ¿rncl John clirl
the olrc n'ho rvaited at the grrte of the
tonpìe Iìeautifuì, to ¿rsli ¿rlnls of therru
th:rt entered into thc tenrpìe. Peter sairl,
('Sih'cr: and goìtl h¿rve l lìono: lxrt sut'lr
¿rs I lr¿r,r'e give f thee: ln tlrc rtirnrc of
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Jesus Christ of N¿tz¿rreth lise up ancl
r'¿tlli. ;\nd he tooli hinr by the right
hand, and lifted hirl up: ancl irnrnediate-
l¡ his feet ancl ankle bones receivecl
strength. Ancl he lealring up stot-rcl, ancl
n'aìliecl, ¿rnd enterecl n-ith thern into thc
tcruple, rvtrlliing erncl Ìea1-ring, and. prais-
ing Gocl." 'I.he ba'rb¿r,rians rvhen they
sal' that the 'viper rvhich fastened it'
self on Paul's h¿rncl hacl no harrnful
effecí ulron hitr saicl that he -ùas iL

gocl. \\re belier-e it rvill l-re agreecl that
these l'orl<s n'hich the :tpostles alid
l'erc thc s¿une as or sinil¿rr''to sorne of
thc n-orlis n'hich Jestrs h¿tcl done rvhile
hcre iu. thc flesh, ancl those 'n'ho diil
snch 'tçorlis r\-ere those n'ho believed on
Jesus. But Jesus n'ent on to say, '(-¿lnd.
greertcr tvorlis th¿rn these shall ye clo;
bcc¿rusc I go unto ttt¡- Ilitthcr.t' \\ie havc
,slroìien of the liter'¿l lttiracles perfornr-
ecl b¡- both Jesus ancl his apostles, but
ilo\\' r\-e n'ish to speali ptrrticularly o[
the t'grærter .\\-ollis,tt n'hich u'e do not
thinli could bc contpttrecl to the liter¿il
l'orlis uncler consiclelation. \4re believe
the "greztter n'orlis" rvere those of ¿r

-slliritual rratiure, l'hich coulcl only be
perfonnecl after the cleath and lesur-
rection of Jesus. In the tn'enty-fourth
ch:rptel of Lulie tt'e ha't-e sorne of thesc
(rgreater tvorlis" recordecl: (1. Ifpon th.'
first cla"-r of the tr-eeli ¿ts the¡, gathered
¡rt the sepulchre earlv in. the rnorrin-^
the¡' fourrcl th.e stone rollecl Íttt'a¡', âncl
as the¡' rvere much perplexecl, "behold.
tr-o men stootl b¡- thenr in shining gar'-
nlcnts : ¿rnd as the¡- rvere afraid, ancl
bon-ccL cLor-n their faces to the earth'
the¡- snicl unto thenr, \\rh¡- seek ye the
lir-ing ¿ìnìong the clead? ITe is not here.
brrt is rjsen: r'onlelttber hon- he spalie
rurto ¡-ou n'hen he rvas .t'et in Galilee,
Saying, l'he Son of rttan luust be cle-
lir.erecl into the hancls of sinful rnen,
ancl be crucified, ancl the third- da-¡. rise
lgain. Anrl thc¡. relrlerltbered his n'orcls,
,\ucÌ l:cttrr'netl fronl tlte se¡rulchre, itutl
lold all Uresc thirrgs unto tltt¡ elet'ett,

and to all the rest." (2) lYe have the
account of the two who went to Ern-
rnaus, to whom Jesus appearecl. The
conversatjon culminatecl in Jesus sa¡'-
ing unto thern, '(O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the propliets
har.e spohen: Ought not Christ to have
sufferecl these things, and to enter into
his glory?" \Me are told that he then
began at Moses and. all the prophets, he
expouncled, unto thern in all the scrip-
tures the things concerning hirnself.
IJefore he took leave of them their eyes
were opened, and. they s ¿ i cl one to
another. "Dicl not our heart burn with-
in us, while he talked with us by tlie
1\raJ¡, ancl n'hile he opened to us the
scriptures?" This \\ras a new experience,
¿Ì nelv vork, the lihe of u'hich they had
ne\¡er known before, '(And- they rose up
thc sane hour, and. retulned to Jeru-
salen, ancl founcl the eleven gathererl
together, andr them that r,vere rvith them,
Saying, The Lord is risen indeecl."
((And" as they thus spake, Jesus hirn-
self stoocl in the midst of thern, anìÎ
saith unto thern, Peace be unto yott.t'
After having convinced them that ii
rvas he hinsetf rvho rvas risen from the
cleacl, he said unto them, (rThese arc
the words rvhich I spalie unto )¡o11,
while I n as yet rvith Joü, that all
things rnust be fulfilled, u'hich were
rr-ritten in the lalr of Moses, and, in the
¡'rrophets, and in the psahns, concern-
ing me. Then opened, he their uncler'
stancling, that they rnight unclersta,ntl
the scriptures, And saicl unto thetn.
Thus it is rvritten, and. thus it behoo'r'ecl
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
tlead the thircl da.v: Ancl that 'repen-
tance and remission of sins should be
preached in his nâme among all natÍons.
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are rvit-
nesses of these things, Ancl, behold, f
send the promise of rnv Ilather upon
Iou: but tarry ye in the cit¡' of Jeru-
s¿l¡rnr, until ¡'e be enduecl rvith porver
firoln on. high." I'olloving this, l'e at't:
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tolcl th¿t "hc lecl them out as far ¿rs t.t
Ilethan¡', ancl he liftecl u¡r his hancls,
¿rncl blessecl thern. Aricl it carne to ptrss
l-hile hc blessed them, he r\,¿ls prnterì.
frorn thern, and c¿rrriecl rrp into heaven.
Äricl they rvorShilrpecl hirn, a,ncl rcturn-
ccl to Jerusaleru l'jth gre¿rt joy; .{ucl
rvere contimrall¡. irr the tenple, pr.aisin:1
¿lnd 'blessing G'ocl. -r\.uren." these exper.i
ences outn'eiglied anil li¿rr. excceclecl an1'
tltittg the¡. hatl ever, l¡1rr)n.n befor.e.

On the cltt¡' t't'1t"t', l'entecost t'¿ts ful-
ly conre, thcre l'as ¿r further. dernon-
stration of the "gleater \\'or,l<s" th¿rn
anything thc apostles hacl lmowrr l'ìrile
Jesus was bere urith theur. ''IlIe recorcl
is that ((they n ere ¿rlì n'ith one ¿ccorcl
in one place. Änd sucltlenl¡' thcre canrc
rr souncl frorn he¿rt-eÌ a.s of ir, r'ushilrg
ruíght.v rvirrtl, ancl it filled alì the housc
\¡hele they n'ere sittirrg. And thclr' ¿r|-
lrearecl unto thern crìoveu torrgues lilit
as of fire, antl it sat upon ê¿ch of thelu.
,\nd they nerc all fillccl u'ith thc IIol¡'
Ghost, ancl began to speali vith other
tongues, as the Spilit gave theur ut-
ter¿utce." \Ye re:rd, ((the¡' lyel:e all
amazed') and rvhile the.v m¿tnelled,
Jleter, being uror-ed- b¡- ttre Holy Spirit,
lrreached 'u'ith suc.h po\\'er ¿rrrcl convic-
tjon ¿'thev rvere pl'icliecl in their heart,
¿r,nd s¿licl unto Peter ancl to the lcst of
ihe alrostles, l\{en. ancl bletltrcu, rvh¿tt
shall de clo?" Petel r:epìied b¡- telling
them to "Repent, and bc baptizcd er'-
ery one of -r'ou in the nalne of Jesus
()hrist for the letnission of sins, ¿urtl

l'e sh¿ll recei\¡e the gift of the Holr-
Ghost. X'or the prornìsc is un.to ¡otr,
¿lnd to )'ou,r c,hildren, ancl to ¿r.ll t'hat
¿re afar off, even as m¿trì.T ns the Lorcl
oul God shalì call." This meant that
Ure mitttlle 'rvall of partition whicli had
sep,a,ratecl between Jew and Gentile hacl
been brohen tlo-wn, ancl they were all
brought nigh by the bloocl of Christ'

Paul, in writing to his Corinthiau
brethren, saíd, (rAncl f, brethrern, lvhert
I came to you, calne rlot srit'h excellenc-v

of speech or of rvisdorn, declaring unto
¡-ou the testinrony of Gocl. Iìor I d.e-
terminecl not to linou- anything among
Jrou, sar¡e Jesus Christ, ancl hirn cruci-
fied. ¡\ncl I n'as n ith you in rveakness.
ancl in fear, and. in much trembling.
rlncl n¡- speech and rrry preaching was
rrot u'ith enticing \\¡ords of man's wis.
clorn, but in dernonstration of the Spirit
¿rncl of power: 'Ihat your faith shoulcl
not stand. in the ryisd.om of men, but in
the pou'er of God.." In 'rvriting to his
Gal¿tian brethren, he said, ((But I cen
tify Joür brethren, that the gospel
n'hich n.as preached of me is not after
m¿rn. -F or I neither receivecl it of man,
neither $¡as .I taught it, but by the
revel¿tion of Jesus Christ. Ii'or ye have
heard of my conversation in time past
in the Je$'s' r'eligion, horv that beyoncl
rrleasure I persecuted the church ol
Gocl, and wasted. it: AnrL profitecl in the
Jels's religion above nany rny equali;
in mine own nation, being more ex-
ceedingly zealous of the traditions of
my fathers. But n'hen it pleased. Gotl,
rvho separated rne from my rnotherts
womb, and callecl me by his grace, To
reveal his Son in rne, that I might
preach hirn arnong the heathen; irn-
mediatel¡' I conferrecl not with flesh
¿lnc1 blood: Neither went I up to Jeru-
sàleÌr to them rvhich. 1\¡ere apostles be-
fore nle; 'but I rvent unto ,&rabia, ancl
returned. again unto Darnascus." It rvas
also this apostle tvho tvas caught u¡r
to the thircl heaven, and, sarv and. hearcl
things vhich rvere unlarvful to utter.
\\re belier-e these references should es-
ta,blish in the rnincls of our readers that
the apostles after the lloly Ghost hacl
corììe upon them rvere engaged in per'
forming "greater worhst' than they hacl
hitherto hnown anything about.

For many years, 's'e have hacl Ûhe
feeling that, regarclless of horv miracu-
lous the things of naturc rxa)¡ appeal'
to be, at nost they are ltut poor :rntl
irnperfect types ttnd sh¿ltlorl's of s¡riril,ttrt.ì
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things. I4re h¿¡,r'e felt that the preach-
ing and hearing of the gostr/el is one
of the rnost lronderful I'orks that thr¡
sons ancl claug'hters of Aclarn coulcL ev-
er engage in here in this rvorlcl. We
have no doubt but rvhat there havc
been, at least, a fery occasions then our
belovetl brother has experienced. this
in his olyn soul, ancl n'hen he has been
blessed rvith ühe tongue of the learnecl
to speah a 'unorcl in se¿ìson to those
rvho were \\¡eary, \\:e are persuacled that
they, too, have felt that the things
rvhich he u.as presenting rvere nothing
short of heayenly and" di'yine. We once
hearcl the late EIcIer J. l{r. trYyatt say
irr the stand that he hacl been trying
to preach for over fort¡' ;'ears, during
n,hich time he hacl J¡een lidiculed, '¡rer-

secuted. and rnalignecl, ancl th¿t he had
had to suffer rnany things, but there
was one occasiorì rvhich stood out abo'r-e
all others that he felt he hacl been
blessed- of the L,,ord to preach the gospel
in d.emonstration of the S¡ririt and of
power 'sent dorvn from above, and he
welnt on to say that he n'ould gladly
suffer ali that he had had. to und.ergo
because of the afflictions of the gospel,
in ord,er to enjoy just one rnore time
th¿t liberty of soul and joy of heart
rvhich rvas his on the occasion referrecl
to. We were made to hope that rn'e rvere
not altogether a stranger to such ex'
periences.

Jesus gaye as the reason rvhy his
apostles would. do not on1¡' the rvorks
that he tlicl, but everr "¡a^reater lt'oLlis"
\\'as, ((Because i go unto rn¡r potn""."
Ilaving finished. the n'olh on e¿uth as-
signed. to hirn b,v his I¡atherr he ascencl-
ed to the right hand of the Majestv
on high, and rvhere as head over all
things to'the clmrch, rvhich is his rnysti-
cal body, he gave gifts unto men. It r'¿s
after his death aird resurrection that he
gave comlnancl to his clisciples to go
irrto a,ll the n orld :Lnd lrleach the gos-
pel to evet'y cteaturc, but he prer:edecl

that cornrnancl by first saying, '(Äll
power is given unúo me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in tihe name
of the Father, ancl of the Son, ancl of
the Holy Ghost: îeaching them to ob-
serve all things rvhatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, f am with you al-
'r\-ay, eyen unto the encl of the 'rvorld.
Amen." We hope we know enough
about preaching the gospel to hnow
that no earthly creature is able to do ib
except he be wrought upon by sonr¿
stlange ancl supernatural power. Even
in this day and time, r'rhen one is un-
der úhe influence of the Holy Spirit,
"ç.e believe he can, to a certain extent,
engage in performing ûhose "greater-$'orks" that Jesus referred to, that had
er.er been done before, und-er the legal
clispensation. 'Ihe gospel is declared. to
be ttthe porÀ'er of God 'unto salvation to
e\rery one that believeth," ånd $¡e earn-
esUy hope that all rvho take the time
and- patience to read u'hat rve have herc
l'ritten can bear rvitness to the sweet-
ness of that word. rvhich is spolien )ry
the Spirit to úhe inner man of the lleo-
pte of God. Such as has been gi't'en
to us has been presented for the con-
sid.eration ancl meditation of our read-
ers, in the hope that it rvill be helpful
i;o them. R. L,. 'D.

CHUR,CII LET]TI'R
To the Lexington-Roxbury Assooiation
now in sessio,n with the Olive and Hurley
Church at Shokan, N. Y., SePt. 13, 14'
1950, the Middleburgh Old School Baptisü
Church, fnc., sends gteetings in the lord.

. Regretting that it is not in GocL's
provid.ence for us to entertain the As-
sociation, and. expressing thanks for the
love ¿rncl fellowship by those rvho are
favored. to entertain, it is all as a lor'
ing Savior s''ho has all porver would
have it. Ile rvho laitl down his life for
sinners and rva,s r¿tisecl for thejr ,itts-
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tification. In the beginning ìYâs the
1\-orcl, ¿rrrcl the \\irrcl tt'¿s n'itlt God,
¿Lrrcl the l1¡ord \\'a,s Gocl. hr the bcgin-
rring all things rvcrc rnacle b¡- him, arrcl
irr hirrr l'as life, ancl the Ijfe l'as the
tight of nren. \\re ¿tle cLeacl in tl'espasses
iurcL in sins tnrtil lve ¿tro giverr that ligltt.
or brotrght ttp out of tltt,rlintlss jnto thrtL
nr¿ìrvelotts ìight. \1'e liuou' n'e could. not
obtuin it b¡- lrr¡-thing rve could do, :rìì
surcì.\- is be¡.oncl the le¿rch of htnlan
ruoltzrls, ¿uld these aI'e titttes l-hen,th¿tt
ligÌrt seetls lerJr lon', but n'e fincl :

,,T1hough but a spark, 'tis heavenly fire,
May dwindle oft'but ne'er expire,
Till brighter than the solar rgys,
It shines through everlasting days.

Earth, hell and sin, that hateful name;
Together strive to quench the same,
Yet süill it burns his power to show,
In spite of all that hell can do.

GCId is its shield, he guards it we'11,
'When ternpests rise and billows swell;
'Tis his by God where none but he
By his omniscient eye can se'e.

'Trs that blest hope that nwer dies,
Beyond the realm of hell it lies,
'Twill flourish and immortal be
'When death .is lost in victory.

Shall this, oh Christiar¡ make thee say
I'll ser-ve my lust and flom thee stray?
Nay rather th,us! my God to thee
Let every power devo,ted be."

\\rc clesirre to praise otlr S?t\-ior, ¿ìnd
lr¡alize jt is ¿ll of his gr¿ìce \\'e âr'c giverr
f aith tlrrLt \\'c iìì'o s¿tved b.1- grtrce tlu'orrsh
firith. ll'hat po\\¡er utu.st be lììurìifest irì.
Its cotìtjnuitll¡'. \l'c surell' crarurot ì<ee1r
oìu:selyes brrt ¿rre \rclJ' clependent on. Iliur
n'ho has trlì ltorve.'r to lieep us; r\ùo ciìD,
sl)eak ¿ììl('L it is clnnc, c¿nt cotnnlarìrl ¿ìnd
it sta¡rcls f¿rst: l'ho catì. guide, guarcl
iì,rìcl suecor; has given. to us his plecious
l)rorilises udric.h $'e rejojce iì'r.

\1-e l-ould lilie to acld" to 01ìr faitlì
virtrte, a,ntl 1,o virfire ,ìcrou,ìedge, ¿ì.lso
ìre givett grea{, ¡'raticnce, llron'ing tltrr.l,

patience worketh experience, exllerience
hope, and hopc ntaheth not ashamecì
,because the lo'r'e of GocI is shed abroac'l
in our hearts ìr¡, the Holy Ghost which
is girrcn to us. Do lve ahvays u,alk b)'
faith antl not b¡. sight? Sornetimes u'c
corrsicler ottr l'alli Ìnore than others.
Lilic thc horses in Pharaoh's cha'riots,
if the reins \-ere slackenecl they rvoultl
deviatc, but nere brought bacli by the
l.hip. I\re learr obeclience b;' rvhat nrr
suffcr, so nìuch so that \ye surelJr feeì
to say:

"Guide me, O thou great Jehovahl
Pilgrim through this barren lancl;

I am weak,. but thou art mighty
Hold me with thy powerful hand."

\\-t¡ clesile to be held ancl liel-rt in thaÍ
stlaight and n¿rlroì\' l\¡¿r,y. P¿lul s¿rid
n'hcn I'r'itirrg to thc chulch at lìphesus.
t'Il'or r\-e ¿rre his \\'orliìììanshi¡:1, createc-l
in ('hrist Jesus unto good. \\'orlis, rvhich
Gocl h¿rth before ordainecl that \\:('
should rvalli in tlem." lMe believe thc
steps n'e tre¿rd ¿rncl the station ne fill
n.ere all cleterminecl beiore r\¡e c¿rne to
them anrl \¡e $¡all( right there; that Ìrc
brought us ul) arrcl matle us to sit to-
gethcr in heavenly ¡rìaces in Christ
.Iesrrs, that hc rrrig'ht sho$- us the ex-
cceclirìg li'ches of his grace, anrl rna¡-
rì'c l:rìâlize tìrat tbere our best friencls
orrr liinch'ecl clrvclì, there Gocl our Sâ\-ioÌ'
leigns.

Possibl¡' rve should spetrli of rnaterial
things. \\re nmst lealize alì things arc
ns Gocl rvarì.ts therl in tìre rvorlcl to-cla¡-.
.l'esns s¿ìicl thele n'oulcl bc \\-ars âlld
l'uurors of ry¿rrs but the end n,as not ¡-et.
ancl though that n-trs nezrrly 2000 ¡'ears
¿rg'o it is true to-cla;-. Nea'rly 4000 yeals
¡ìgo Gocl saicl there voulcl be ¿r seec'|.

time ¿uld. a han'est tirne as long as the
earUr stoocl. I\re beliele that rvill be un-
til he spealis it out of existence. \Yhen
we see the beautiful things that gron
frolrr loots in the e¿rth his porver: is
rrL¿lnifcst to rrs, Iinorving \\'e cÍìnnot nlnl((ì
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tL thing grow. A.s r-e viel- the nrourì-
t¿rins in all their gr:rndeu'r n'e c¿rn but
úhink hon' great is his po\\'er. 'l.hen tocr
the great ability given nr¿rn in buildings
¿rnd all things. though they can go ul)
they cannot reach the heaven rvhich
Itas stoocl in all its beauty since it n'as
spoken into existence, ancl aftern'arcls
Gocl restecl, shoving go us that he cair
speali and it is clone, c¿ìn comlnarrd. ancl
it stancls fast. \\re can but say rvith
l)ar.id, ríI'he firmaruent sherveth his
handyrvorh. Day unto day uttereth
s¡reech, ancl night unto rright shervetlL
Jinorvleclge. Therc is ro speech nor lan-
guage, n'here their r-oi,ce is not hearcl .

'Iheir line has gone out through all thc
eurth, and their n'olcls to the end. of
the n'orlcl. In thenr hath he set a taber-
lìircle for the sun, l'hich is ¿rs a bride-
groonl coming out of his chanrber, and
r:ejoiceth ¿ts a strong uran to run a
r¿tce." Thus rye rlust realize that all
things, both spiritu¿rl ancl rnaterial, are
of hirn.

I\¡e hat e nreetirrgs usually e\¡er)-
fourth Suncla;'. Oru' P¿rstor, Elder Ar'-
nold II. Bellon.s or Elcler Anr¿r,sa J.
Slrtuson is 'n-ith us. \\re :rre glad. to have
br'ethren ancl sisters fronr other churches
lneet n'ith us. C)tu' present mernbershilr
is seven. No deaths or ¿rdditions during
the past vear. \\rritten ¿rs given by the
Lord to the clerli.

(ì[rs.) .\Gr\IìS R. GOOD1ìICH

MEMORIALS
During the last year God has remove'd from

these mo,rtal shores, our brother in Christ,
Blother L. B. STRADER, one of the few left of
our original mémbership. Brother Strader 'was
blessed of God with a quiet, orderly life, adornr-
ing the profession he made' in the, Lord Jesus
Christ. A good name is rather to; be .chosen than
great riches and he bore tha't, being established
in tihe doctrine of God our Savior. He for rnany
years manifested that spiritual things were h'is
meat and drink. Be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the Primitive Baptist, Church
at Dan River has suffered a great loss, yet we'
believe it is the work of him who makes no

mistakes. May we be given grace to emulate the
example he has left us, and bow to his holy will
say,ing, not our will but tihine be done. Done by
order of Dan River Church,

(Elder) D. V. SPANGLER

WHEREAS, it has pleased our heavenly Father
in his infinite wisdom to remove by death our
beloved brother and deacon, JOHNNIE \4/ILSON,
be it

RF^SOLVED, first, in the passing of Brother
Wilson the church at Dan River feels sensibly
her loss, yet desires to bow to him who doeth
all th,ings well and say, "Thy will be done."

Brother 'W,ilson was faithful both as a member
and deacon, to which he was chosen and ordained
a few years ago. His liJe was quiet and peace-
able, adorning the pro,fession he ¡r¡ade in all
godliness and honesty; second, even i¡ our loss
we' are thankful to the giver of every good gift
that our brother was given to us in love and
fellowship here, and we desire'to leave upon our
records a toker¡r of our love and fellowship for
irim. May the God of all grace comfort all that
mourn, and rnay ws bow humbly before him whor
caJ.led hirn hence.

RESOLVED, further that this memorial become
a part of our church records. Done by order of
Dan River Church.

(Etder) D. V. SPANGLER

OBITUARIES
Sister ZILPHIA ADELL NEWTON was born

Feb. 26, 1886, and died May 24, 1950, making her
stay on earth 64 years, 2 months and 28 days.
She was the, daughter of John 'fil. Jernigan, Elba,
Coffee Co., Ala. She marr,ied Amos Newton, Oct.
n, 1944. To, this union were bo,rn the following
children: Leonard, Marvin, Earl, Mrs. Lillian
Burt, ,t.A'., and Mrs. Leah Grace Flowers all of
Greenville, AIa., Lula Clay Shanks, Georgiana,
Ala., and Hilton Love, Montgomery, Ala., Lena
and Amos Carl are deceased. There are twentyì
four grandchildren.

Sister Newton united with Mt. Carmel Church
thefirst Sunday in June, 1916, and was baptized
try the late Hder J. E, Skipper. She lived in Mt.
Carmel Comrnunity all her" life. IIer funeral
rvas conducted by Elder E. D. Gafford and J. C.
Wilson in the little church-house' where she
troved ' to worship. The floral offerings we're in-
deed lavish to bespeak love, confidence; and
sweet fellowship. Her re,mains were tenderly laið
to rest in the Mt. Carmel Cemetery to await the
sound of tJre hor-n when the dead shall be fashion-
ed like Jesus, and ushered into the realities of
the glory of glories. Sister Newton was a bright
and shining light in her church. She hacl a sweet,
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treble voice and was the idol o evetybody. The
writer frequently visited her church and home.
I never enjoyed finer hospitality and sweet fel-
lowship. To the relatives and friends may I say
weep not. Wife; mother and grandmother is safely
housed in heaven. After my first visit to her
church after her departure I missed her so much
that my tears mingled with those of her husband,
children and others.

(Elder) C. H. BYRD

ELDEIR J. J. MUSGROVE, a meek and humble
servant of God, departed this life,Nov. 19, 1949,
being 90 years, 11 months and 10 days of age. He
was born in Jones Co., Miss., Dec. 1, 1858, and
married to' Miss Emma Dillard, Aug' 28, 1883.
Tlhúrteen children were born to them, ten of
who,rn survice. Ezell, Bastrop, La., J. F., Spring
Hill, La., Ted, Beaurnont, Texas, F., Mrs. Dora
Davenport, Mrs. Julia Barkdull, Mrs. Lula Perry,
Forest Hill, La., Mrs. Maggie Duck, Pineville,
La., Mrs. Ruth 'W'ilkinson, Gloster, Miss., anc{ Mrs.
Della Chancey, Alexandria, La. There' are forty-
cight grandchildren and sixty-three great-grand-
children, one brother, John, Jackson, Miss. also
suryives,

Brother Musgrove truly was one of Gods
noble men, a product of course of God's free
unmerited, sovereign and almighty grace. Be-
sides his soundness and faithfulness in the gospel
m.inistry he was one among the most modest,
quiet, uprigh't, unassuming men it has been my
pleasure to know. I truly recognized him to be
a precious old father in Israel, and trust that I
loved and honored þim as such.

Brother Musgrove first united with the Mis-
sionary Baptist people and lived with them about
ten years, after which time ,in 1897 he was
brought to cast his lot with tt,e Primitive Bap-
tists and was ordained a gospel minister the fol-
)owing year. From all evidence I have been able
to gather concerning his upright anil useful life,
I feel fully confident he was blessed of God to
adorrn the holy profession her had rnade with a
rLoble and godly walk and conversation before
others; that he tr-uly and indeed was one of
God's chosen people, and that now his soul is
enjoying the blessedness and love of the ado,rable
Redeemer, awaiting the great ancl final fruition
of the Christian's hope, the resurrection of the
body.

The poor, unworthy writer was called upon to
eonduct the services which he did as best he
could in the presence of many relaüives, together
widb, a great host of neighbors and friends. May
God comfort and bless, as only he.can, all who
sorrow an<l mourn is my prayer for Christ's sake.

(Elder) JOHN Lm SMITH

ELDER DOZIER L. PAUI;K, moderator of the
Claybank ,{ssociation, and Pastor of Bethel
Church, Opp, Ala., the largest Primitive Baptist
Ol¡urch of the predestinarian faith in Ala', died,
a,fter a iingering illness, Nov. 19, 1950. He was
Pastor of several churches at the time of his
death, and had served numerous churches in Ala'
anid Florida. A.lthough the time of his active
ministry was short he was loved dearly as a

friend, minister and Pastor. When Elder J. \{.
Thomas .was called to his eternal home the
rnantle as moderator of the Claybank Association
fell upon Elder Paulk, a¡d this position he' filled
ably and well, ever seeking peace and order
among the BaPtists.

Ife was a member of Bethel Church and had
lived near Opp, Ala. for many years, being sur-
vived by Sister Paulk ar¡d several children. The
remains were taken to his beloved Bethel Ohurch
for interment, Nov. 20, and there in the presence
of many Primitive Baptists, Elders, rela,tives and
friends several most appropriate hymns frorn
Lloyd's Book were sung by a picked choir in a

most feeling and touching man'ner' Elder Johnie
Aplin opened the services, Elder E. R. Sorrells
conducted prayer and spoke in Elder Paulk's
memory, and by special request of the deceased
Elder J. J. Collins came, using as a text, "Fot'
we know that if our earthly house of this taber-
nacle were dissolved, we have a bu'ilding of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring
to be clothed upon with our house wh.ich is in
heaven." AIso using, "We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren."

An immense throng attended the funerarl. Truly
a great man in Israel has been called to rest
but we remember that, "Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the.first resurrection: on such
the second death hath no' power." Elder Paulk
will truly be remernbered as a firm believer in
the fundarnental principles of the resurrection.

(Elder) J. J. COrrrNS

Please check the figures on the wrapper of

your paper. They indicate the date your sub-

scription expires. If it is in 1950 you will oblige

us very much if you wil'l renew your subscription

now at $3 for one year or $5 for two years. 'We

thank yol.r in aclvance for your co-operation in

these ma,tters.
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Mv np¡.nllr LoyED IIRETIIRrII: '(And. the
Lord said unto Gid.eon, Ths people are
yet too many." Judges 7:3. It seerns

that the Irord. has never d.one his rvorìi
through great numbers of people, but
has ahvays chosen the feu' to perforrn
his miracles. It seems to-d.a¡ he still
chooses just a fen' to fight the battle.
the I-.¡orcl appointecl Juclges to rule or--
er Is,rael, his chosen people under the
lzÌ\\,, aftel the de¿rth of Joshua, ancl
-n'hen they rvould. go away after iclle
gods he l.ould. give them over to their
enernies to rebuke and correct them. On
this occasion he had given then over
to the Midianites and Ärnalekites, and
the chiklren of Israel cried. unto the
Irorcl by reason of their oppression and.
suffering, and the I.,ord chose Gideon
to cleliver then out of the hancL of the
Nlidianites; but he (thc Lord) t o I d
Gideon, ((llhe people that are rvith thee
are too ùrary for me to give the Mid.-
ianites into their hands, lest Israel
r'¿lunt thenselrres against De, saying,
Mine orvn han,cl hath savecl rne." Jud.ges
7 :2 I'I/o r'¿runt rneans to br.ag or
boast ¿rs rye see the great nutnbers do.
the¡' love to stand on the street cor-
ners ¿rntl boast antl to be called of men
Rabbi, but the l;ord. says I have not
callecì" ¡'ou because you are the nrost of
all lrcople, but because you a're the fen^
est. So the Lorcl continues talhing to
Gideon in the 7th chapter of Judges b¡'
sil.r-ing, (rl[o\r' thr:r'efore go to, proclaim
in the ears of the people, sa,ying, IÀrho-

soever is fearful and afraid, let hint
return and. d.epart early frorn mount
Gileacl. And there returned. of the peo-
ple tlventy ancl two thousand.; and there
remained. ten thousand. And the Loril
saicl unto Gideon, The people are Jret
too many; bring them d,own unto the
'water, and I witl tr¡, ¿¡"ttt for thee
there: and it shall be, that of rvhom
I say unto thee, This shall go rvith
thee, the same shall go with thee; and of
$'homsoever I say unto thee, this shall
not go rvith thee, the sarne shall not
go. So he brought clos'n the people un
to the rvatel: and the I-,ord said. unto
Gideon, Everyone that lappebh of the
rvater rvith his tongue, as a d.og lap-
peth, him shalt thou set by hirnself ;

lihewise eyery one that boweth don'r
upon his knees to drinh. And the nurn-
ber of them that lapped, putting their
hancl to theil mouth, r'ere three hun-
dred. merr: but all the rest of the peo-
¡rle borvecl dou'n upon their linees to
drink n'ater. And the Irorcl said. unto
Gid.eon, By the three hund.recl men that
lappecl rvill I sa\¡e you, and deliver the
Ilidianites into thine hand: ¿rncl let all
the other people go every man unto his
place." Judges 7:3-7. f thinh that Gocl
chose national Israel as a type of spiri-
tual Israel, and zrll the things that tool<
pl:lce with naiional fsrael und.er the
Ian' that was given to national Israel
b¡, Moses in a material rva¡r, ¿re tah-
irrg place rvith spiritual fsrael to-d¿ty
uncler the gospel clispensation. That lan'
shtrclou'ing or 1,.1'pifying; something to
conlc ¿rftern'ard ¿rs thc apostle sa,ys,
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('For the lax, har-ing ¿ shaclclrv of goocl
things to corne." So the L¡ord saicl tcr
Gideon let the people who are fearful
and afraicl retum to their places. It
seerns maûy of the Old Baptists âr'rì
fearful to st¿rnd for the absolute sor.-
ereigntv of Gotl i the¡- fear the criticisnt
¿rncl the losing of their popularity of
the 'rvorld, so they Leturn frorn fight
ing the battie; sonre bon' clou'n to drink
of the things of the n'orlcl ancL lose
sig'ht of the God that bought them. \{¡e
see out of thirty-t'wo thousand. o n I ¡'
three hunclrecl 'w'ere chosen to fight the
battle, about one out of ever'\, hundrecl.
I have 'wonclerecl if that might oompÍìrre
rvith the numíl¡er chosen to-cla¡- to fight
the battle for the n'hole truth of our
blessecl Lorcl. I)ear fe-n', I pray that
¡'ou be not cliscouragecl fol the promise
is unto "]'ou; f pra¡' that you stand
erect lsith your eyes turned torvard
heaven as J'ou drinh of the rv¿rter of
life ancl not bon dorvn on your hnees
to drink of the beggarly things of the
earth, for ryhen n'e lose sight of our
God we are fitlecl s'ith fear of the
things of the ryorld. insteacl of the fear
of Gocl. Our blessed Irorcl savs, ((tr-ea,r

not, Jittle flocli; for it is your Father's
goocl llleasule to gir.e .vou the liingclon."
If he lracl said big flocli the worlcÌ
woulcl har,e hacl it on us, but the l)rorìì-
jsc has oll ¿rll occasions bc¡en to the fen'.
.[-le sa.r's,, ((\Yhcre tu'o or three are ga.th-
c'red together in rny rìrame, there a,nr
I in the nidst of then."

I have thoug'ht it n'¿r,s not a goocl sign
to see churches get too large in menr-
bership. I har.c noticecl in such c,ases
tltel' usuall¡- get jnto trouble, and in ii
fen. instances rvhele this has been the
case I have knorvn churches to go dorvn.
ancl out of existence. ilhe lreople becorne
too rnzrny, ancl becone fearful, srlne of
them, of the clocûrine. Sone rv¿rnt to
bonl clorvn to thc things of the n-or'ìd,
some \\'ollld l'ant tlie doctrinc softenetl
rlown so it rvotrlcl not be so offensivc

to the rvorlcl,' sorne ìvalìt to bring in
the traditions and custolììs of the rvorìd:
so the people are too rnan) for the I-,ortl
to cleliver the enemv into their hands
lest they vaunt thenselves sa;.'ing, looli
1r'hat ve are doing. 'I.he carnal rnincl is
so apt to get the ulrper hand of us ¿ncl
oarlse us to feel like l'c ar(ì having
sonething to clo in the rnattel of bring-
ing thern into the church. In Acts 3:47
it reads, (¿And the L¡orcl addecl to the
church claily such as shoulcì be sa,'r'ed."
It is also n'ritten in fìph. 2:9-10 "I'or
by grace ilI'e ¡rs saYetl through faith:
ancl that not of ¡.ourseh'es : it is the
gift of Gocl: Not of l'orlis, Iest any rnan
should boast." the above scripture cuts
sbort all boasting as the zrpostlc says
ilt another place, boasting is excluclecl.
He has c,hosen the rveali ¿ncL foolish
things lest an¡' boast or glory in thenr-
seh-es. 'I.he apostle says, "Ir'or ye see
your calìing, brethren, hon' that not
lìlanJ¡ n'ise lnen after the flesh, not
rrany rnight¡', not rnan¡' noble, are call-
ed: But Gorl liath chosen the fooÌish
things of the n orlcl to confouncl the
rvise; ancl Gocl hath chosen the rveah
things of the s'orlcl to confouncl the
things that ¿rre mighty; Ancl basc things
of the rvorlcl, ¿rncl things vhich are
deslrisecì., hath Gocl chosen, Jêa, ancl
things l-hich are not, to bring to noug'hl
things th¿rt a,r'e: That no flesh should
glor¡' irr his presence. But of hinl arc
;'e in Ohrist Jesus, n'ho of Gorl js rnack:
unto us nisclom, and rJg'hteoustrc'ss, ancl
sanctification, ¿r n cI reclemption: That.,
aocorcling as it is rvritten. l{e t h a t
g'lorieth, let hirn glor'1- in the Irord,"
I Oor. 1;26-31. fn another plaee he that
rvorlieth h¿rth n'hereof to gloly, but not
before God. lle rnay glor¡- in his rvolli
before men but he has no glor'.1' before
Gocl. ft is a blessing irtclc¿ed for this
chosen. fen to cln,ell togetlter in ¡reacc
rncl understancling. Solornorr sa,.vs, "Itii better to cln ell in the corner of the
Irousetop, than rvitìr a brJ:rn ling \yonlalr
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and in a 'wid.e house." Prov. 25:24. 'Ihen
again he says, (rBetter is zr, dry rnorsel,
ancl quietness therewith, than an house-
full of sacrifices rvith strife." Prot'.
77:I.. We neecl not look for the
presence of the spirit of our blessed.
I-,ord to be in every rvind that blorvs,
nor every quaking of the e¿rrtlt or ever\i
fire that is.hindletl by rnen. Elijah look-
ed for the Lord. in the lvincl that blerv
and. shook the mountains and brohe in
pieces the rochs, but the Lorcl n'as not
in the rvind. Elijzrh said: ((I have been
very jealous for the T-,ord Gotl of hosts:
for the children of fsrael have forsahen
thy covenant, thrown dot'i'n thine altars,
and" slain thy prophets n'ith the ss'orcl;
ancl I, erren I only, arn left; and the;1'
seek rny life, to take it a\vay. And. he
said., do forth, and. stand upon t h e
nlount before the Lord. Ancl, behold,
the L,ord passed by, and a great ancl
strong n-incl rent the mountains, ancl
braì<e in pieces the rocks ,l:efore the
Lord; but the Lord, '!vas not in the
n'incl: ancl after the n'intL alt earth-
qualie; but the Lord rvas not in thc
earthquahe: And after the earthqualie
¿l fire; but the I-¡orcl l'as lot in the
fire: and after the fire a still stnall
voice." 1 Ifings l-9:10-11. So tve clo not
kroli for the blessed. Lord. in these great
l'incls of doctrine n"hich sha.ke the earth
of the ungodl;', neithel the fire ¿rncl
hell n'hich the-v rn a li c so much ftss
about. Our God. ï'orhs within the in-
rvard part of our life and souì ll¡. ir
stiìl small r'oice n"hich none he¿tr but
he to rvhom he spealis. Jllijah had flecl
into ,the n'ilderncss ancl into a cave, attd
thought that, the lvorshippers of BaaI
h¿id killecl all of the L,ord's ¡l'ophÞts
but himself, but the L,ord totd ilìijah
he hacl reservecl scven thousantl rtten in
Israel rvho had not, bon'ed the kriee to
BaaI. Jezebel, Ahab's rvife, seerne cl to
Ila.r'e introthrced unto fsrar.l tlle rvor-
shi¡r of Baal. Israel as ¿r n-hole hail
gone into icloìatr¡' under the rcÍgn of

A-hab, n ho f beHeve t'as the seventh
l<ing over Israel. He is said to have
reigned. ahout the years fron 918 to
897 B.C. IIe seerned. to haye followed.
Jer,ebel, his u'icked ancl itlolatlous rvife,
and all Israel n'ith hin into id.olatry,
and n'hen Ahab rnet Elijah he ashetl
Iìlijah if he rv¿rs not the one that troub-
led. Israel, ('And. it carne to pass, n'hen
Ahab sa"u' Eìijah, that Ahab said untt.r
him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?
And he answered, f have not troubled
Israel; but thou, and thy father's house,
in that J'€ haye forsahen the conrrna*d-
rnents of the Lord, and thou hast fol-
lorvecl Baalirn." 1 I(ings 18:17-18. So
it is tod.ay- \'e are the ones that are
aocusecl of troubling spiritual Israel
by man¡' of our brethren because lve
contend. for the absolute sovereignty
of our God or.er all things; but as Eli-
jah said unto Ahab, thou art he who
troubleth Isarel b¡. trying to introd.uce,
conditionalism into the Baptist ranks;
ilrut as in the days of Elijah and, in all
generations God 'will reserrre unto him-
self a chosen few that will not borv the
knee to clrinh of the idolatrous things
of the lyorld; but f feaÌ' that rnany of
spiritual Israel are to-d.ay following
Jezeliel into idol 'vorship. ì{e'r'ertheless
it all has its place in the purpose of
our Gocl and he -rvill tahe care of it to
the honor and glory of hinself ; there
is nothing going rvrong u'ith him, every-
thing is fulfilling the pulpose that he
rnacle it for, so that our God. is not and
îever n ill be d.isappointed in any-thing
for he cleclared the end. f,rorn the begin-
ning, saying, "M._v counsel shall stancl,
antl I n'ill do all rn¡' p,leasure."

I cannot say at this nroment that I
have been lecl b)' the blessecl Spirit
of God in rvriting what I have 'written.
I fear I have not been lecl b¡' the HoIy
Spirit, I only hope f haye, ¡.et at the
same tilne I clo not feel to nrake an¡,
cha.nges iu it. Our' blessetl Savior said,
"f tha:ili thee, O Father, Irorcl of heaven
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a,ncl earth, because thou hast hitl these
things from the n'ise ancl prud.ent, ancl
hast ,revealed. them unto babes." Matl,
Ll:25. I hope that I am one of the
babes, and feel that if one I arn the
least of them all. I am at times afraicl
to even speak, fearing I rvill sÍì.¡r surn"-
thinþ' l\¡rong. I have rvritten to relie'çe
rny 'burdenecl mind not knorying rvhether
it 'will be of value to any one. 'Ihe le-
sult is rvith rny blessed Lord.. Your un-
'worthy brother in Christ I hoJre.

IT. L. IìOGERS

"I am Alpha and Omega, tjh,e beginning
and tlre ending." Rw, 1:8. 

i
'l'hese lvord.s carne to John rvhile in

the isle of Patmos on the Lorcì.'s clay.
I do not knorv that I have any lig'ht
as to why John rvas in the isle of Pat-
mos (or condition), but it appeurrs to
me that he rvas there that he rnig'ht
be shorvn sorne x'onclerful things spiri-
tual in order for us to understand. an--y-
thing about what John sarv. We, too,
must knou" something by experience
about this isle of Patmos that he 'n'as
jn. the first thing John rvas told to bear
in mincl n'as that Gocl is God., the first
and the last.

f visited a neeting here in the com-
ruunitv ¿l fel' nights ago. the preacher
triecl to t¿rlli on lìevelation, but if hc
h¿rs ever l<norrn tha.t God is God, he for-
got it in his exciternent. I n,as afiaicl
hc lrras not in the isle of Patmos, buÈ
n'as out in the n'orlcl trying to scare
pcople into beirrg Ohristians; the¡' are
su,ccessful in frightening a lot of poor
little children, ancl I feel very sorr)' for
tht'nr, and. for the poor cleludecl ltar-
euts n'ho clo not hnon- hon' to teach
their little fellon s not to get upset or--
er such uproärs. The booli of Revelation
n'as l'ritten for the ser-en churches of
,\siu, ((Ancl is profitaible for cloctrine,
fo,r reproof, for con'ection, fol instrur:-
tion in lightcousness: That the rlan of

Gocl nray be perfect, throug'hl;- fumish-
ec1 unto all good lvorhs."

In ller'. chapter five rve firrcl Johu
sa'w a book in the hand. of hiur rvho sat
on the throne; no one on earth rvas
¿lble to open the book and satisfy the
requirernents of zr just ancl holy Gocl.
IIis law- had been brohen aucl nothing
but cleath coulcl atone for this diso-
bedience. lVhen this search rv¿rs rnacle
rve all had sins. .I think u'e rr ere all
visible to Gocl's all seeing eye. No u'ou-
der poor olcl John rvept. If I ha'r'e ever.
seen the deplor.able condition of .IcLam's
rucc f, too, n'ept; but nhat r.ejoicing
n'herr this elder tolcl John to '(\Yecp not:
behold, the I,ion of the tribe of Juda.
the'Root of l)a,r'id, hath prevailed t<r
open the book, and to loose the severr
seals thereof." This preacher. I heard
¡rreaching on these seals, poor. fellol'.
had a lot of horrible tales to tell about
arvful calarnities coming in the loosing
of those seyen seals. Of cou,rse he rvoulcl
much rather they were not loosed., ,but
to the litUe chilcl of Gocl it is neces-
sar.v. this Atlamic rnan rnust bc sub-
tlued, he must go throug'h the furnace
of affliction. Paul said, ((\Me glorv
in tribuiations also: hno.wing thab
tribulation rvorlieth patience." I arn
¿tfr¿rid f do not g'lory in tribulation to
the extent that Paul dicl, but tha,t, is be-
c¿rnse .I am -weah.

lVell, f coulcl go on and on l-r.iting
thcse things f see in this pr.ecious booli,
Revelation, but others have so rnuch ruore
light on spiritual things. fn cha¡rter ser.-
en, \¡erse trvo lre read, ttAncl I san' ¿uroth-
er angel ascending frorn the east, having
the seal of the living God-: and he cried
n'ith a loucl voice to the four angels, trr
rvhom it was gir.en to hurt the earth and
the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, nei-
ther the sea, nor the trees, till n'e h¿r'r'e
sealed. the servants of our God irr their
foreheacls.t' I rvish some one rvho feels
to, ha,ve spirituaì light on nn\- par't o^"
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Rev. rvould n''rite rne. I feel like it all
knits together into a perfect picture of
the churrch from the beginning of tirne
until the present rvhich I thinh is the
seventh d.ay of time, the day of' rest
from Mo,t"lts. An unworthy sinner'

(Mrs.) M. G' I{AND
Saragossa, Ala.

SreNs oI' Tr{D Trrvrns aND Assocurn
Dnmons: My heant has been rnad'e to
nì,ourn- ever'since I heard of the passing
of our rnuch 'beloved Editor' I{e lvas
indeecl a precious 'brother to rne' Many
times I have been cornforted- from his
preaching, also rnany others that 'were

blessed. to hear him. Truly he was an
inspired m'¡an of God' IIe loved' thc
floch of God and fetl" them rvith spir-
itual food of n'hich he 'lt'as made over-
seer. I was thankful to have him visit
in niy horne, and- preach at rny ,h-orne
churcl, I'alls Tar lt'iver, N' C' Many
came to visit with hirn rvhile in our
horne in June L949. He rvrote ne so

beautifuìly horv he enjoyett the trip and
especially the singing. I beliel'e he is
.tittt ttt" heavenly angels enjoying the
everlasting psalms of joy and" righteous-
ness. 

I
"servant of God, well done
Thy glorious warfare's Past;
The battle is fought, the race is .ro,r,

And thou art crowned at last'

Servant of God, well done,
Rest from thY loved emPloY,
The battle fought, ühe victory won,
Enter thy Master's ioY.

The pains of death are Past,
Labor a¡rd sorrow cearss,

And life's long warfare closed at last,
Thy soul is found in Peace'"

to us aliout in the greeting. I often
$¡ondered. how blessed he was that his
mind. coulcl chvell on spiritual things,
being a man of so much importance in
the corporation that he so faithfully
seryed, yet vith the responsibility that
rested upon him in his office he net'e'r
referrecl to it in any wray cluring his
preaching in all of my hearing him.

To those of the floch that he lovecl
and. seryed as a true Pastor your loss
is great, but so much better for him
to d.epart ancl ,be with Ch'rist, to sleep
that srveet peaceful sleep' from 'rvhich
rrone e\rer wahe to weep. May the Gotl
of grace'send you ranother that you ma"v

love antl esteem ¿s J¡oü d,id this one.
From one rvho mourns with You.

(Etder) ROBERT B' DENSON
Rocky Mount, N. C'

46 Cedar S't', Kingston, N. f .

Dp¡e Bnrctrrn¡n on' EBENEZDR ClrURCrl'
Nnrv Yonr< CrtY: AlmightY God has
called. from the shores of time and- his
labors in the vineyard of our God- on
earth, from your midst and our midst,
your beloved. Pastor and. undershep-
herd, and. our beloved brother and- un-
d.ershepherd, in the ministry, Elder Il'
I-,ester D'odson, Pasto'r of Eibenezer
Church, Nerv Yorh City, IÃr'arwicli
Church, Warwick, N. Y. and n{idtlle-
town ancl Wallhill Church, Mid-dletorvn'
l{. Y. He also served. annually the Ne'w
\iernon Church, New Vernon, N. Y. and
the Brookfield Church, Slate Hill, N. Y.
¿lnd. rvas also Managing Eclitor of the
Signs of th'e T'imes. 'I'his brings much
*o¡¡611r ¿nd sadness to the hearts of
those of us I'ho lo'r'ecl hirn because 1\-(l

san' the love-of God. in him, and be-
cause of the comfort of the gospel of
Jesus Chlist that he preached to com-
fort, strengthen and. ercourâge the
sheep, la,tnbs, anil litle children in the
gos¡rel kingdorn of Jesus Christ that
ìrunger arLcl thilst a,fter the sincere lnill'

I\¡e shall greatly rniss his etlitorial
rvritings. His Nerv Yea,r Greeting in
bhe S,iger,s was Yer')' be,autiful. }Iis faith
tlepended on the ver:y things he rvrote
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of the rvorcl of God. The above narned
chu,rches have lost a very faithful un-
der shepherd and Pastor who was will-
ing to spend. his energy, strength, timc
and. money, if needs be, for the cause
of Christ and his gospel.

Brother Dodson will be greaily rniss.
ecl in many states because of his writ-
ings and aid in heeping tlne Signs of
the 'times in circulation so that manr.
ryho had preaching through the nediunr
of 'this paper could be fed by the riches
of the gospel firom the pen of those who
n'rite for publication. We happen to
know that Brother Dodson, rvhen Mr.
Beebe hacl to discontinue the publica-
tion, ,¿¡6ss from a sich bed and dro.r,e
to Middletown n'ith rnuch effort to ar.-
range for the transfer of the Si,gn,s
to Rutherforcl, N. J. Had he not ,tahen
a deep interest in the S'igns, as far as
lve can see, the paper would have ceas-
etl to [re published ,sorne tirne ago. We
hope all the writers will continue to
submit their ,articles for publication
that this paper rvhom our forefathels
put into circulation -will not die after
its establishment for 118 years.

We sincerely hope that Gocl will
strengthen and gir.e courage to those
rr.ho h¿rve done so welt to keep the
Ni,gtts in circulation during Elder. Docl-
son's illrress. May God reconcile us all
to our loss, especially to the flocli whorn
he had the oversight of and enable theruto feel their loss is his eternal gain
and for him to clepzrrt and be rvith
Christ is far better.

So willing lvas Brothel l)odson to
be of service to his brethren that in
the last year in serving the brethren at
Ebenezer Ohurch rvhen he felt unableûo stand he Breachecl for úhemin ,a sitting position. (,Blessed are the
rlead rvhich clie in the Lord fnln hencc_
l'ortb: Yea, saith the Spirit, that flrel

tnay rest from their labors; ancl their
rvorks do follow thern.,t We ibelieve
Brother Dodson rvitl be among those
at the King's right hand .when the l(ing
shall sâ)', "Come, ye blessed of tn.y
Itather, inherit the kingdom preparecl
for you from the foundation of the
r.or1d." Submitted in love f :hope. your
brother in Christ.

(lìlder) ALASA J. SI_,AUSON

"\ühat have I now done? Is there not a
cause?"-l Sarnuel 1Z:2g.

Assocre'rn lìortons, aND aLL ùrlr KrN-
DIìED rN Sprnrt \,vFrEREyER you nr.a.r¿ rE:If you can spare the space, I woulcl
like the privilege of writing sorne things
about myself and family, and on the
subject given above. I read so many
good articles in the Si,gns along thisline of thought that for some reasorì,
best hnown to God, I feel impressed to
rnention a few things. I hope my mincl
does not deceive me when I say thatI believe f can see the hand of the
I-,orcl so vividly portrayed in these ar-
ticles that I believe they are ordereclof our great Jehovah. Why do I say
that? 'Io deny such -rvould be admitting
that the whole thing would be of worhs,
or basecl on the free u'ill of man. We
hear the apostle Paul ancl the HolyWrit tell us that he .was chosen, o¡
caliecl to be an apostle of Jesus Christ
s'ttying, ('Not of worhs, lest an¡- nran
shoulcl boast.,,

On Dec. 17, 1908, so th¿rt the prn.-
pose of Gocl should not 'be ruade of
none effect, 'but rather thc thirig he
(God) had foreknor-n frorn before the
foundation of the n.orlcl rnight be
broug'ht to pass, f IIomer IM. I(ennard,
'vas born of a natural bi,rth of natur¿rl
parents into this rvorlcl. On July 22,
L929 f l'as united in matrimonv to
Beatrice Elom and 'we trul¡- fr a A Ít
stmggle through several lean years,,not
being able to find enougù emptro¡-nrent
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to earn a clecent living. Neither of us
had gone through anything lihe that,
ând. 1\'e lvere probably each blarning
the other -rvhile truthfully it n'¿ts not
our fault. I arn sure l\¡e hacl nothing
to tLo rvith bringing about those lnernor-
zrble clays of clepression. \4rhen our first
child, .Herrry B. ìy¿ts ¿L'bottt tn'ent.v
rrronths olcl it pleased o'ur great ancl
rnerciful God to tahe him frot¡t us, but
lrrior to his tleath God gave 'us ¿r bab,l'
girl, ShirleJ' Mae. lYith this icleai ptrir'
and both of us young and strong \\¡e
had. not a rvorry in the s'orlcl sa'tre to
earn enough to provide the necessities
of life. All this 1\¡as accorcling to the
ryill of God. Our -ways n'ere not his
ways. (Isa. 55:8) Our third child rvas
a girl and- also the fourth-Rose Ann
and. Joyce Rea. The fourth one did not
come until God- had removed from us
Iittle Rose Ann. So here tt'e are to-day,
rnother and I rvith trvo very lovel.v
claughters. îhe eld.est graduzr'ted frorn
High School and of course the bab¡'
is tlro years behind. her.

lMe must g'et bacli to o'u,r subject but
I felt first to rnention sornething aliout
our farnilv ¿rffairs. "\Vhat have I non'
cLone? Is there not ¿ cause?" I believe I
h,¿rve becn gir-en an und-erstand.ingwhere-
try I can see the p'urpose in the oallse.
f see myself as a yery rebellious, stub-
born, harcl heartecL type of Pharaoh.
But this great God., this great Master
Builder, this God" that has nacle all
things that were nr,ade, tliis sarne great
God that is so full of grace, rnerc-v ancl
truth, he that throug'h his infinite rvis-
clom n¿s able to cleclare all things fr'om
the beginning to the encl has set the
bounds of his people that the¡-
should walh therein. (Deut. 32:8) This
same just and merciful God. about
trvelve years ago began or set uP a
rvo,rk in this vile rnan, (that l'as in
keeping with his eternal n'ill) that his
purpose mig'ht stancl sure ¿rncL ste¿Lcl-

fast, and at his (God's) own appoint-
ecl time, I, this harcl hearted. Pharaoh
type of creature, rnig'ht be brought down
in hurnbleness and be made submissive
to his eternal rvill and, purpose. I was
given a tiny portion of understanding
rvhich ena,bled rne, thr,ough the divine
grace of God, to see mysel! and what
f rvas, accolding to nature, and. what
he (Gocl) was eternally or spiritually.
Yes, precious, heavenly Master, '(Mlhat
h'ave I non done? fs there not a cause?"

In loohing bacli a few years, as I
lzry here in bed, a subject of flu, pleuri-
sJi ancl virus pneumonia which has
liept the upper hand of me since May
17 until norv which is July 16, antl Gocl
alone hnon's how rnuch longer, I recall
rnahing some llrolnises 'after the death
of ou,r first baby, but after a period of
tirne hacl elapsed., ancl the many little
things that rvere in my nind that our
baliy rvould, clo rvhich were to us hard
to forget, liut the only rvise and, merci-
fpl Gocl sar,r' fit to remove these merno-
ries from before rne, and I began to be
the olcl stubbo,rn, hard hearted" type
again.

One dzr.y as I rvas working quite sone
distance frorn horne I beheld a neigh-
bor boy cornilg tourard me and. as he
appeared he spohe brieflJ' arrcl s¿ricl,
¡'Your baby was found cleacl jn the bed
to'da)'." lhis lra.s Iìose Ann. lMell, rnore
Irol,t's artcl promises t't ere rnade, and af-
ter going through the sarne process as
aborre rnentionecl f failett rniserably to
lieep ,any of thern. then came the death
of my mother, and the szrrne thing again
only rvorse and- rnore of it. I began to
get nervous, troubled ancì. losing n'eight,
yet ne\rer drearning that perhaps the
hancl of God n'as in the arrangement.
All I hacl ,¿rny linon'eleclge of n'as to
see a physician an.tl for ¿rbout f o tr r
yeals the"y reerll¡. got rìì\¡ \\'âllos. Iìr'
then I hatl lost n eigltt fI'ortr one lunt-
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d.red. ninety to one hunctrred forty-five
pouncls. Not ,being able to keelr an-v
food in my stomach in sufficient
amounts to give me energ¡' to moye,
yet I tried every clay to clo rny worh,
feeling in my ovn mincl that I coulcl
not 'afford. to lose zrny time in orcler
to rneet ny obligations. But GocL n as
not through with his r.oLh in this vile
rnan as yet. I rnust be mad.e to suffer
rnore. For this cause I h¿lve raisecl thee
up, yes, my heart rvas to lie harclenecl
once again in ord.er that his rrame (the
blessed name of Gocl) might be declar-
ecl throughout the rvorlcl. I must suffer
until I became rnindful of the fact that
f was clinging to the last strary.
Nothing else in the u'orld that I in
nature could. thinh of that l.oulc1 in any
\\'¿ì,J' ease ny mincl. Yes, clear ,reaclerr
rvhoever or wherever' ¡rg11 may be nr¡,
rnind w¿r.s to have thoug'hts on this l.ise.
Why, O .vhy, clid God in all his good-
ness and. loving kinclness call from us
the two babies that I hacl held out so
strongly that their names should be
such ,as I had chosen, n'hen I an sure
that I can truthfully say that rny love
for thern -rvas no greater than the love
f have had for the trvo girls that Goct
has permitted to be n ith us until the
present time. It must ha,r'e been his
will to call frorn ou,r ll'resence our first
chiltl also ,our thircl one e\Ìelt if it rnas
I who selected- their. nrntes.

Flere cornes the thing that \\¡as to
tvpify the l¿rst plague. It l'as the cleath
of rny dear father. If spzrce alrcl tilne
pennittecl I believe the things f could
rvrite for vour consid.elation n.oulcl be
very arnple ,as to the kincl of this super
natu,ral love that f have or hacl for the
dearest man that I hacl ever hnorvn in
this rvorlcl. People rvho ¿l.re olcler than
I tell mc they surelv believecl f n'oulcl
Ilever see the beauties of this rvorld,
llui; thanlis i,o Gocl n ho \\1¿ls able to

inspire dear Dad n'ith a mincl to heep
trying until he founcl the eye specialist
that lvas able to clo the very thing
rvhich I arn mad.e to believe that Gocl
himself hacl purposecl and, sealed that
shoulcl be done in ord-er that I rnight
see, and not have to spend all rny days
here in nature in total darhness. Please
allorv rne to say love for: my rnother
n',as abundantly sufficient -rvherewith I
lovecl her, but the manner and way
that my father (in nature) petted and
cared. for rne, and. "woulcl al.¡'ays defend
rne zrgainst aII others, perh,aps I neecl-
ed the hantl of correotion ,as 1\¡e sorne-
times feel in nature is the prlopet 'way
of teaching our chilclren obedience, but
the approach that Dacl rr.ould- pursue
rvas just the opposite. 'Ihoughts on this
rvise are the thoughts rvhich occupy my
rnind to this clay. Is it ânr' l\¡onder
then that I have been made to belieye
that the pu'rpose of Gocl rvas on this ryise
that the death of my earthly father
was the rrery cause rvhich produced the
effect in ne that I, in my l,'eahenecl,
sin sick conclition, was rnade to realize
that all hope, so far as I kne$¡, lvas
gone, ancl that I n'as sinhing dotvn to
everlasting torment. In this d.epravecl
ancl. sinful condition I "v¿rs rnacle to
cry God- save or I perish, ¿rnd whelr
the saving grace of God hacl- turnecl me
arouncl I irnmecliately sarv the ,r¿rn se-
curely fastenecl by the horns jn the
bushes.

Yes, dear rezlcler, this great ¿urc1 rner-
ciful Gocl that had -'yrought all nlanncl
of affliction and suffering upon me is
the same great Gocl that, through his
loving liinclness, lyas mindful of the
necessit¡' of a renedy or cule for all
these sufferings ¿rncl afflictions, ancì
not stopping at that but going on in
his perfection brougiht to pass tht¿ one
ancl onlv rernedy that rvould be accelt-
1,able ri'itll hirl ((ìrttl) l'hitìr n'as nothing
less than his onl.v begotten Son n,hich
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is our Lord and. Saviol, d.escending to
this low grouncl of sin and sorrorvt
rnounting the cross with the whole of
your sins and mine, casting them into
the sea of forgetfulness to be remem-
bered, no more. This is the one ancl
only Son of God, that spohe these
word.s, '(For I came down from heaven,
not to do mine ott'n u'illr but the will
of him that sent rne. And this is the
Irather's will which hath sent me, that
of all rvhich he hath given rne l shoulcl
lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day." John 6:38-39.

My dear friend.s, I could have insert-
ed. many scriptural references as to
n hy I ,belie'r'e as I do, but be that as
it ma¡ if any one has a cloubt as to
any part of rvhrat f have said- I 'rvill
be glatL to try and. find the cause of
rny belief in the ,thus saith the rvord,
of the l-¡ord. I firmly believe I can
substantiate all of it, ancl I rvill not
have to try to change 'or enlarge upon
rany scripture that these blessed. rvriters
have been inspired to rvrite. May it be
the blessecl rvill of our heavenly Father:
that his grace may keep and shield us
fi:om harm or danger to the end is my
humble prâyer. My eyes are dimmed
n'ith tears, my hope is so strong f feel
that rny heart will melt. I cannot rvrite
rnore at this tirne. May the grace of
God be rv i t h you all. Affectionately
yours in hope.

(Elder) I{OMER l r. I(ENNARD
510 Blackburn Ave., Astrland, Ky.

Hopewell Road, Route 16, Fairmont, W. Va.
Dn.tn CrrrlnnnN orr rrrn TRLID ÀND Lw-
rNe Gol: I ¿rm olcl and feeble and be-
sides this I arn a poqr, helpless sinner,
I do hope a simrer sar.ed. b]. the grace
of GoiI; zLs God shorved. Paul rvhen hc
feit his or-n rvretchecl condition and he
( Paul ) cricd out, "O rvretchecl rnan that
T ¿rnr I n'ho shaìl cleliyer nlc fronl the
b<-rtl¡' oli this cLe¿rth." P¿ml saicl f die
daiiy. Yes, the flesh nust be slain to

live by Jesus Christ. The new life for
Ch'rist lies in his children ancl his grace
is in thern. Dear children, one and. all,
I rnay ne\¡er address you again, but I
hope I lo'r,e you and. I lvonder why I do
as there are many of you f have never
seen. \Yhen I read- your articles it
seerns lihe there is love, and. a burn-
ing begins to spring 'up rvithin rì1)-
bosom ancl you begin to d.raw near to
rne as though I alnost knonr you. This
is peculiar but God's children are ¿t

peculiar people, yes of goocl works no't
rvroug'ht by us but 'rvrought in us of
God as Jesus hath said, I love you ancl
then you love rne ('because the love
of Gocl is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Iloly Ghost rvhich is given unto
us." This cuts out man's 'worh al,to-
gether because he is the stronger man
rrrho hath the rig'ht for his own house.('lVhen a str.ong man arrned- keepeth his
palace, liis goods are in peace: But
u.hen a stronger 'than he shall come
upon him, and overcorne hirn, he taketh
frorn hirn all his arrnour wherein he
trusted, ancl divideth his spoils." He
binds him and casts him out leaving
him vith no goods and. no a.rtnour.
\\rhat can that strong man do when
bound and l'ith no goods and no ar-
nour? }re cannot get loose, antl the
stronger man rules and has the title
for his orvn house. Yes, his ho,use is the
household of fai,th, ancl it rras given to
hirn in the covenant of grace beforc
the n'orld begra,n. l{e hacl the first
claim on them, redeemed them and freecl
theru fron the strong n.ìan's clonfnions.
As one of olcl hath saicl of them, ('O,ther

lords besides thee haye had. dominion
o\rer us: but by thee only rvill we rnal<e
lnention of thy name." Y e s, by thy
rì.¿ì.ure forever; other lord.s can have no
rig'ht to rule over us -\ye a,re his for-
e\renllor:e. 'llhis strong ìnan dicl not just
go ottt, ,but he was cast out bound.. Htr
c¿trrnot enter an¡' morc for the house is
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not his in which to enter. lle is bound
out for the stronger tnalt hath enteretl
ancl tahen possession of his t-rtl'n house.
\Yhen the unclean spirit just goes out
it can return to its own house ancl tahe
seven more spirits rvith it for it is emp-
ty, swept and. gzurnished to relieve them,
:rnc1 they drvell there together.

Dear littte chilclren, see the clifference
between those trvo houses. See the ür'ue
house, or the true church, ancL the
counterfei't. f hope I have a place in tho
bod.y, and. I hope I am one of those
members though it be the littlc finger.
If I am ever saved it rvill be by the
grace of Gocl alone for jt is in him our
fruit is found; "Christ in you, the hope
of glory." ('Not by might, nor by po-tver,
but by rny spirit, saith the I-.,o'rcl ot
hosts." Yes, by my spirit. I rvill put
my spirit -lvi,thin you, and my spirit
shall leacl ancl g,uicì.e you into all truth,
and its fruit is love ancl peace in the
Ifoly Ghost. No rvonder l'e love one
another. r(By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one 'to another." So let us not
love in word on1y, but love in truth ancl
in deed. I hope in that clay rve rvill all
see each other, artd lino\r- each other
as we are hnown. GocI lino\r.s zlll things
and sees all things just tts they are.
Mahe the tree good and its fruit ri.ill
be good.. This shorvs rne th¿rt the tree
-was not goocl for if it n'as it could not
have been made goocl. trVhat alicl Dar-itl
say a,bout himself? ('I. n'¿s shapen in
ìniquity; ¿rnc1 jn sin dicl rny nlother con-
ceive me." So as the chilcl glo\ys ul)
it gets no better: i't needs to be bet-
ter before it enters into the liingclom,
and it can entel into ,thc kingdorn but
one way; that way is by the door ancl
the d.oor is Christ. He is the cloor, the
rvay, the truth ancl the life. FIc is thr¿
resurrection. They enter into the hing-
rlom by the nerv birth for ii, sh¿rll bc
saicl of this man ¿rncl tlat rn¿rn ,tha,t he

rv¿rs J:ot'n in her, ¡'es, born in Zion, the
liingclorn. fÄre n eLe born into this world
by birth by cliur mother, so we must
be born again to be born in Zion, ancl
th¿rt birth is called the nen birth, the
spiritual l¡irth. Ye rnust be boln aga,in,
then the fruits are goocì. because they
are fruits of the Spirit and- they arc
goocl. L,et us rlrn the race which is
set before us and not try to run the
race of another. Fzrre .vou all ryell in
the L¡orcl. (Eld,er) JALES \Y. LIN\r

Kinwood, Texas
I)ri,q.n Rp¡rnns on' .rrrn Srcxs ox, Trrrì
Trlrns: For some ,tilne I have hacl an
inpression to rvrite some of rn). ex-
perience ancL call to the rninistry if I
¿rm not d.eceived-. \trlhen in rny se\/erì-
teenth year as I was stancling uncler
an oah tree, rvhile hunting in the
rr.oods, something seernecl to speah frorn
the top of the tree, yo'ü are a corl-
demned, sinner. I felt lihe I rvoulcl clie
before I could leach home and. tell my
parents. Upon 'reaching home this feel-
ing left ancl I clicl not tell any one. I
traveled. on in this conclition until I
r.as in my nineteenth .vear. I went with
father, to another county about thirty
rliles frorn rvhere n'e livecl, to hear an
Olcl Primitir.e Balltist preach. If father
professed anv liincl of religion I clid not
lirow it, and rvhY he asliecl rne to go
n.ith him l clid rrot linou.. I hearcl this
Old Raptist pleacher', his name lvas
Ben Young, on Sunday. Ife ,toltl so
tuuch of ruy experience that I left the
house for vhich father replimand.ecL me
ancl tolcl rne not to clo that agþin in
his presence. this n'as in lVIay and. in
;tugust I visitecl rny unc1e. u'ho livecl
near this chulch, anrl on Saturday f
l.ent n-ith his farnily. When the oppor-
tunit;' 1'¡'¿s offerecl fol membership I
coulcl not heep rny seat so offerecl mv-
self, and to m¡. surprise mv uncle anc}
rvife, another uncle ¿rnd n ife, and :ì,

gìrl, nrho becalne my rvife, all came ancl
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1\¡ere received- ancl ,baptizecl Sunday
rnorning. Tu'o years later my father and
mother becane rnernbers of this sarne
church. there are only three of 'us left
the others have passecl on. My uncle is
non in liis eighty-ninth year, rny rvife
se\/enty and I in my seventJ'-third year.

I was near twenty-seven rvhen I first
hacl an irnp,ression to preach. I coulcl
not und.erstand why Gocl rvoulcl lay
such a burclen on tìte, one so unclean
as I, and not having education enough
to read l.ell. I had" onl,v reachecl the
thircl gracle in school and had. neYel'
ex¡rerienced p'ublic spealiing. this bore
on my mincl so heavily day and night
that I quit m.v \r'ork as a carpenter ancl
obtained a job on the police force thinh-
ing that a. diffelent environntent rnight
give rnc relief. I fi,r'st tooli up cletective
n-orli ancl then appiied-science in con-
nection u'ith itr then became an ern-
ployee of the Federal Got'ernlttent. this
tooli ne in.to various states and atnong
strangers. In ,the early spring of 1931
I rvas assignecl to a mysterious gorrern-
urent job, and rvhile n orking on jt I
and trvo other men n.ere rvall<ing on a
ro¿rcl sorne clistance from n'here I hacl
been staying rvith the man $'horn I "tt as
after. f fell to the ground on rny face,
the rnen picliecl me ulr and saicl I had
f¿rintecl or the¡' thought I had. I finall¡'
got to urv feet and tolcl thern f n'as aLl
light, but clicl not tell then l'hat n'as
the rnatter', btrt felt that I could wit-
ness it ryith Jon¿rh. I lef't thc nran with
l'horn I hacl been u.orking on the case
rvith 'rvhat eviclences I hacl ancl tried
to resign but founcl I coulcl not do th¿rl,.
I dicl succeecl- in getting local officials
rrot to call rne after I rvas licensed b.y
the church to preach, but I macle such
¡r failure of it I deciclecl I n'oulcl rather
be clead, than to try it again. \4¡hen I
r:ead the scriptures I could get no light
on thenr, and told rny dear rnother I
l'ould rather go to hell than to try to

preach again. I saicl I would never read"
another rrerse of the Bible. I was in
such rnisery that I did. not knorv rvhat
I rvas cloing a goocl deal of the time.
My rest and sleep \vere gone, no onc
rvas any comfort to rne; I seemed to
re¿r,lize Job's affliction, but how could.
I compare rnine to his. that night af,ter
retiring ancl could get no sleep, having
he¿rd the cloch strike every hour until
one, I heard, as it were, a deep rumble
of thuncler, and. a ball of fire came
l,Iiroug'h one rvind.ow ancl rvent ou,t at
the other not breaking the glass. I call-
ed. rny rvife and mother, father had
passed on three years previously, rve
exarnined the windows and, rvent ,out
to see if there was a storm coming.
there were no clouds to be seen. Wife
and. I returned to bed, leaving mother
sitting at the fire place. 'Ihe c I o c li
struck trvo and. the same ball of fire
passed through the same windorvs only
dorvn close to me on the becl and barely
missing mother. She ashecl if I was
hurt. I said, no, and then she u'ent to
her roorn and laid down. That rvas thc
last na,tural thing I recollected until
next morning. I did not lay d.on'n any
more but sat in a chair by the fire
place. My mincl 'was gone and Ir was
permitted to see only, ,as I hope, that
rvhich was in the future for me. I was
led, bet'w.een t'u'o 'rough and rugged high
rnountains ,by a man whose face shinecl
so brightly I could not look to the toli
of these hig'h mountains. f loohed and
there appeared a beau,tiful, white
church-house. I rvas led into it ancl uir
to the stand. There f was permittecl
to view three olcl Primitive Baptist
preachers that had- passed ,on shortl.¡'
after I united with the church. f was
handed the closed Bible and I fetl to
the floor. The one that led_ me into the
house lifted me up and_ handed me the
open Bible, zrnd l sarv ¿ small congre-
gation of people all dresserl in white. I
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rvas left standing before thern with the
Bible in tny hancl. At that time rnother
announcecl lireahfast tvas ready. I again
realizecl natural things and, sure enough
I hact my open tsible in rny hancl, but
O horv little I l<now of it. There are
times it is ¿r, se¿rlecl boo]i to me ancl I
cannot corne forth, then again if I onl"1'
hacl language to express sorne of the
beauties I hope I have been permitted
'to see. O that I could hnor'v that I
could spezrli rvorcls 'of comfort to God's
little lambs then I feel all these trials
of the flesh are not in vain, but holt'
can I hnorv it. Do I love the brethren
as I shoulcl? IIon. can I l<norv that I
love the I-,¡ord? I only hope I love the
Lord., I do not lcnow it. I only hope
I love the ,brethren and the church. I
can only see rxy corruptness and short
cornings.

I have rvritten in as short a rnannel
as I can, as I hope some of the l-¡ord.'s
clealings 'with me, if indeed it is of the
I-rord. If not then I am deceived and
h¿r,e no experience or call to the minis-
try. ilhe brethren are the juclges. Yours
in much tribulation.

(Etcler) BEN B. \'YAL,,STON

Route 2, Chewelah, Wash.
I)nen Bnnrrn¡roN : I just receivecl rìr]¡
Si,gns ancl har.e leacl most of jt. I do
not know why I arn rvriting this lettet'
for to be honest, ancl I hope I can be,
I do not see lvhy it should rnahe an¡'
difference to you nhat I thjnh; but
really and. trulv there are so rnanl
older Baptists thut a.re going, I feel
so feeble ,and fearful that the younger
orres will not be able to bear the light
of truth as they have. Still it is my onl'r'
hope that, rrthe founclation of Gocl
standeth sure, havjng this seal, Thc
I-.¿ord hno'weth them that ale his."

We all have lessols to learn ,¿rncl I
ruust learn the¡n'l over' ¿rrtcl orrer, stul¡-

born incliviclual that I am. It would
seern that after rvhile I u.ould. ,be able
to trust in the Lorcl and. not myself,
but no I have to stumble ,along iu
the same old way thinking I can do
these things. I am reminded. of the olcl
p,rophet that was ricling upon the ass,
and. 'vhen she lef'used. to go he got off
and beat her. The ass spohe to the
prophet 'when the Lord. opened her
mouth saying, (.lYlr'at have I done unto
thee, that thou has smitten me these
three times?" "Then the I-,orcl openecl
the eyes of Balaarn, and he saw the
angel of the Lord standing in the n ¿rvr
and. his sryolcl drawn in his hancl: ancl
he borved clorvn his head, and- fell flat
on his f,ace." We go along in our nat-
ura,l rvay d.eterrnined that it is ,right.
ancL we get so vexed., at least f do, 'lvhen
1\'e can go no farther and- begin to beat
the beast of burden. Yes, I blame it all
on the natural way of life, but jn Gocl's
orvn time ryhen I see, if by Goil's grace
I see, I am mad.e to hnorv that I had
to rvalk some other rvav and not as I
chose to go.

It has been rn¡' prayer, especially of
late, if I can only defend. the truth.
That is n'ha,t rny old mother used to
s¿r,1r, ancl I believe norv I hnow a little
of n'hat she rue¿rnt; but n'hat an atvful
undert¿rking that is fol Christ saicl, "T
arn the vay, the truth, ancl the life."
Ifou. I n'oulcL lihe to go to meeting
again, hear sorne one preac,h on that
¿rncl ibe able to fea,st on it. May be I
shoulcl be lihe one old minister told
rle (he is clead nolv and. I surelv lovecl
that olcl man) it rvas hjs desire to lir-e
that the narììe of the L,orcl mig'ht be
magnifiecl. I arn so nothing and less
than nothing that I arn afrraid. I n'ill be ¿r

failure at anything, but the blessecl
I-.¿ord saicl Gocl lvas able to raise u1.r

sons unto Àbrah¿rm out of the t'er)'
stones, so I guess if it is his s.ill fol'
ne to be a rvitness to his truth ít tt'il I
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be or is 'that rvay. I surely hnow it js
not of rnyself, and O I am glad of this
for I rvould contaminate it if I touch-
ed a part. of it.

I enjoyecl Elcler Dod.son's ¿lrticle in
May 1950 papel and n'ould lihe to
s¿¡' just a \r.ord. abo'ut fear of Gocl for
r('I'he fea'r of the Lorcl is the beginning
of rr.isd-on." I believe lvhen lt'e h¿t't'e

been arvakenecl to the glory of God, ancl
see hirn in his brightness and glory, he
so far exceecls anything lrs þ¿¡vs svs¡
anticipated. hirn to be that rve fear; yes,
tremble ancL fear, ancl our joints bc-
corne as lrater and- 'tt'e are like the ones
of old rvho fell clotvn as if thev rvere
cleacl men. I hnon I fear Gocl ¿rncl anl
not asharnecl of it, and. thele are tirnes
that I arn so thanhful that I fear his
rocl; gl'ad that I harre felt it 'and. kno\r'
it is a fearsome thing. '(It is ¿r fear-
fut thing to fall into the hands of the
living God." the Savior saicl, ('Fear
not them r,vhich , kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but rathel
fear him rr.hich is able to d.estroy both
soul and. bod.y in hell." I ,am tryin¡¡
to bring out that there is a godly fear
and I think it is a good thing.

I 'wrote this a long time ago and- as
I feel to 'write now rvill add. a fer'
rnore lines. Ever¡r f,ims I leceive the
Si,gns I have a feeling to talh'with eac.h
one I have read. after, maybe to dis-
agree rvith them if they do not agree
n'ith all I profess to believe. There are
many others that I do not read after
that I rvould like to visit with ¿lso.
I have thought a lot about Gocl's saints
'being referred to in the scriptul'es as
stones. It says ye are lively stones ancl
yet a süone is an inanirnate object. It
has to be moved. and placed. where jt
is need.ed. It surely oannot ruove of it-
self. It says Christ is the chief corner
stone, and. in R'evelation ((I vill givc
him a white stone, and- in the stone
a new name written, rvhich no man

knoweth saving he that receiveth it." I
have n'ond-ered. if that did not mean our
hope, for try as we viil u.e cannot put
in worcls just 'what it is or rvhere or
ho$. 1r'e got it; rve surely hol:re rve have
it but rve cannot give it to another,
or tell thern where to get one; rve think
\\,e carÌ tay it d,own, and I hnow I have
been. sure I rvoulcl never have a hope
it¡i^niu, but surely God tìtoYes in ¿Ì

rurystclious $.av for I find to ny utter
¿lstonishlrent it is n'ith me nhethel I
linon' it or not.

I n'ouLd. lihe to tell of a little ex-

¡rerience I hacl sorne titne ago. I hatl
ì:een greatly rvorried for it is ha'rd. to
be poor ancl in d.ebt, and. that is ,the
n ay I haye aln a¡'s been both naturall5'
ancl spiritually. I n'¿t-s so depressed ancl
just c¿rnnot tell hon' my mind lyâs
rlarhened, and horv fal away from Gocl
I s.as. I thought he sho'uld help rne
if no one else in this worlcl. How selfish
n'e become a,t times. I 'u'ent for a walk
after sund.own, thinhing it mig'ht re-
lier.e ner and as I rrralhed. oyer a little
hitl sornething rnade rne naise my heacl
ancl looli into the shy, and. there rvas
the rnost 'beau'tiful rainborv I had seen
for nranv a day. It n¡as betrveen me and.
the blacliest cloucl. I went down on my
hnees and such a slreet peace canle oyer
nre that I n'as almost o\rercome by it.
It seeurecl God. told. me he rvould take
care of me naturally ,¿1¿ spiritually,
that tliese things n'e have to endure
here are for our on'n good. Ifo'tt' can
\\'e see the rainborv if n'e cannot wit-
ness the storrn ? ft n'as a rvonclerfuì
help to rne, surel¡' sah'ation is of the
Lord..

I remain a sinner saved. by grace, ten
thousand. tirnes ancl more in debt and.
not a farthing to pay, and yet he says
corne bu,v rvithout rìloney ancl rvithout
¡'rrice. Blessed be the Gocl of our fathels,
l\brzrharn, lsaac and Jacob for his great
love. (i\[t's.) M;\IìY L, ECI{ÄRI)
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Route 2, Brantley, AIa,

Dnen BnntlrnnN: I arn enclosing mone¡^
order to renew my subscription to the
Bi,gns of th,e T'imes. The paper is s,uch
a wonderful blessing to me ancl f feel
to believe it is to all thc householcl of
faith. I am getting olcl ¿nd, unable to
go to preaching ancl be rvith the breth-
ren which is my hearts clesire. I reacl
and reread. L}..e Signs many tirnes ancl
get goocl news each tjme. The editorial
in the September issue n as :r spiritual
blessing. Elder Bynum's letter rvas also
good, in fact all letters lrere goocl and,
the inspiring no'te in them so rnuch lor-
etl by one who hopes to have a Uttle
spiritual understanding.

I believe in the foreknorvledge ancl
pred.estination of Almighty God, the
I'a,ther of all things, with a1l rny soul.
That is rvhat the Spirit has taught me
and no man. Predestination irs the act
of foreordaining the clootrine that Gotl
has, from all eternity, clecleed- rvhatever
comes to pass, esPeciallY bY an un-
changeable purpose, the eternal life or
death of man, ancl there is no conrli-
tion in it, whatever he decreed witl
stand. forever. I do not believe in con-
ctitionalism, salvation is sure ancl rvith-
out conditions.

Tfihen God createcl the heavens ancl

the earth, and the earth rvas withotrt
form and void", and. darkness 1v¿ìs ullon
the face of the deep, Gocl createcl man
and. he createcl that ctãrkness in him,
and that dalhness is in all of Aclam's
posterity. At 'the appointecl tirne, by
the preclestina,tion and decree of Gocl
the Father, Mary conceived. of the Holv
Ghost and. at ,the appointecl time ac-
cording to the forehnon'ledge of Gocl,
the Savior was born to ,;liring lig'ht,
life ancl immortality to all of God.'s
chosen peopie tha,t ìvere chosen in
Christ Jesus before the rvor.lcl was. ((frr
i,hose tlays canre John the Baptist,
preaching in the n'ilclerness of J'ud,aea,

and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdorn
of heaven is at hancl.,, Matt. 31:I-2.
John the Baptist baptizecl Jesus in the
rirter Jordan, (tAnd- Jesus, tt'hen he u.as
baptizetl rvent up straight-r,vay out of
the water: and,, lo, the heavens lvere
opened. unto him, ancl he saw the
Spirit of God descending lihe a dove,
and. lighting upon him: Ancl lo a voice
from heaven, saying, 'I'his is my be-
loved Son, in r,vhom I am well pleased."
Matt. 3:16-17. The clove rvas an em-
blem, sign ol syrnbol, of Gocl's eYer-
lasting love for his people, tha't Jesus
had come into this vorld. to redeem out
of Adam's transgressions, and- to bring
light to that d,arhness that was created
in them before theY were born' JAre

were all born into this natural rvorlcl
rvithout our knowledge or consent; as
we grew uP we learned the things of
this 

-natural life, or rvorlcl, with th:rt
clarhness still embodiecl in us, but when
one is regeneratetl ancl born again by
,the Spirit of God that clarhness be-

gins tå fade away' an'l light tahes its
ftu".; the light and" life of the eternal
ã""""" of God, p'reilestinatecl ancl or-
clainecl before this child of grace rvas

ever born into 'this natural 'worlcl or
life; we are saved- by 'the grace of Gocl,

and. the 'grace of Gocl is the unmerited
favor, ancl love of Goct torvard rnan irl
Christ Jesus. IIe loves his people s'ith
an everlasting love ancl there are ro
conclitions in it. \Yhen J'ud-as betrayecl
Jesus he cticl just n'hat he s'as born ttl
clo; it rvas Gocl's eternal will and pur-
pose fol his belovecl Son to die on the
cross to redeem his people, and- bring
them from d.arkness into lig'ht ancl life
everlasting. lYhen Jesus 'was hanging
on the cross his last words were, ((ft
is finished." Tfis ryorli was finishecl, it
was a finished procluct, nothing can
be acldecl to or ta,ken from, and there
ìv¿ì.s no condition in his worli. Jesus
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is our salvation, and salva'tion is ¿t

cleliverance from sin and. cleath. We ¿tre

saved by the eternal love and- mercl
of Gocl and, the 'crucifixion of Jesus
Christ, by grace and the salr'ation of
Jesus Christ our L¡ord.

When Jesus ttras here pr:eaching to
the people, he s'as preaching and teach-
ing the gospel tluth and- there lvere no

"ottd.itioo*, 
it I'as an eternal tluth froln

Gotl the Fa'ther through Jesus Christ'
It n as preclestinated- and foreorcL¿rinecl

in the áeterminate council wiúh the
Son and Gocl the ll¿ther' I clo not see

rvhere conclitionalism originatecl;' I clo

not see hon' any one that believcs in
predestination can believe in concli-

iionat sah'a'tion. I clo not believe one

rvord of it mYself.
Before closing I rrrant' to mention our

Association that convened n'ith Colcl

Sp"itgs Ch'urch. It s'as pleasing to thc
sout to be there' I only I'ent one da')'

as it was some clistance frorn rn¡' home' '

""4 I not feeling r¡ery n-e11' Elders
Ñosn and- Buforct of Atlanta l'ere there

¿rnd several other ministering brethlen'
UA"" Nash spoke from 'the l3th chap-

t * of 1 Cor. I hot'" hearcl that spohen

from on sevcral occasions but he gavt:

ihã ¡.*t explanation I hare ever hcalcl'
He rightly cliviclecl the scriJrture' 'Ihat
;;" ärat' is ernbodied in our hearts
ancl souls is vhat rnahes charit¡' s'ortJr
while. Charit¡' rvi'thout the manifesta-
tion of lovc is as souncling Jrrass or
:t tinkling syrnbol. Eltler J' J' Richarcls
r..r,* ,t"*t arrcl rvas also yer-v good, both
preached. the tru'th as jt is in Christ
i"*o.. Eld-er Gafford follos-ecl l'ith
cornments ancl rema'rks on n'h¿tt h¿rcl

aìreacly been saicl. IIe is a rvonderful
speaker, full of the grace of God, :rnc1

d-äserves congratulations for the goocl

things he saicl. It n'as lihe sitting in
a hðavenly place n'ith Jests therc' I
rlesired so rnuch to go another clal' llut
rny health ancl the trip did not perrnit'

I have many trials and- afflictions t<r

bear, but I ¿rrn traveling the path thaf
was puepareil for rne before the rvorlcl
1\¡as. I am traveling 'that path under
the rod, liirt I have the blessed. Savior
to lean upon which is ù great con-
solation to a poor rvretched sinner as
I feel to be.

I must bring this to a close. Coulcl
keep rvriting but i't rnight not be of
value. I trust it 'will please the l-,orcl
to carry on the publica'tion of this
grand ancL much treasu'recL gospel
rervs. A sister I hope by the grace of
Gocl. (Mrs.) J. J. McNEAI,

22\L - 1tln St,, Riverside, Cal,

SrcNs oF Tr{E 'I'riuns: I arn enclosing $3
to pay for the Si,gns another year. I arn
glad it is now incorporated.. I love to
find so many good. Ietters in it telling
of the L¡ord's d.ealingsrvithhis d-ear chil-
dren in their travels from nature to a pre-
cious hope in Jesus' I di¿t enjoy EIcIel
I-,ytle Bu'rns' article on predestination.
I believed. in that d.octrine from a stud-y
of the scriptures, even before I ever ex-
perienced. my precious little hope in the
Lorcl. I find very few, even among my
best friend.s and brethren, who can see
cJ'e to eye with me on the absolute
sovereignty of GocI over all events that
come to pass.

GocL is infinite in rvisdom and fore-
hnowletlge j ho't't' could. anything be fo're-
linorvleclge if not determined before
h¿tnd.? Sorne "vvriter has saicl, ((Mantsacci-

clent is God's purpose." I am norv in m¡'
ninetieth vear, neal my journeyts enrl'
'Ihat can âccount for these poorly writ'
ten ltages. The I-,,orcl has been goocl to
rne ¿lll these years-better than I d'e-

ser\re. Althoug'h I have many bodily af-
flictions I try to be duly thanhful as
they coulcl be so much \Yorse. I-,ong may
you live to u'ield ((The swortl of the
Lorcl and- of Gicleon." Tf I arn one at
all r an-r youl most unworthy 'brotherjn the hope of immortal glorY'

J. W. HAYNES
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get their furniture bach if it did not
come to pass at the time p,reclicted. This
sholvs that they were dealing in some-
thing of which they had no lmowledge.
they must have hacl some of our ldncl
of prophets in the clays of the apostles.
Paul therefore, comes to them the sec-
ond time and says, ((Now we beseech
J,oü: brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gather-
ing together unt'o him, that ye be not
soon shahen in mincl, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by $'ord, nor by
letter as from üs, r¿g that the day of
Christ is at hand. L¡et no man deceive
you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling
away first, and. that man of sin be re-
vealed, the son of perdition; Who op-
poseth and exalteth himself above all
that is called Godrx'xxx'x'.herving himsetf
that he is God,."

I have never heard rany one pr.each
from this subject, ancl all that I irave
read of this rnan of sin, either the
Pope or Stalin of Russia have been 're-
ferred to. I want to confine my remarhs
to one who is closer than either of the
tno mentionecl; one that is rno're subtle
than any beast of the field; one that
"as a roaring lion, rvalketh about, seeh-
ing rvhom he nlay devour," and with
vhoql I h¿l,r'e had to contencl every
moment of rny life. Some say that this
rnan of sin, this aclversary the devil,
is an inclepenclent, self-existent anrl
vjsible ìreing. This man I linorv nothing
about, but f do kno'ly th¿rt the,re is oue
'lvho spetr,ks to rne, that leacls rne, in-
fluences rne; I c¿rnnot see him, I can
only feel his presence n-ith rne. The
man of sin is never seen or felt until
he is fully revealed.'I'he only goocl thing
that I hnon' of sin is the kno.lvledge
of it. The man in his nature does nob
l<norv that he is ¿r sinner. Paul, in the
6th chapter of Ifebres.sr speahs of
those n ho fall alvay, t¡ut he lneatìs

ELDER

Al,l Letters for th,i,s pa,pet' shoul,d, be ail-
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"Let no man deceive you by any means:
for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of per-
dition; who op¡roseth and exalteth himself
above all that is called God, ,or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in
t,Le temple of God, shewing himself that
he is God,"-2 Thess. 2: 3-4,

f have had two necent requests to
write on the above scripture. Er.iclenth-
f¿lse teachers had ûahen a rvrong mean-
ing of the worcls of the first epistle,
chapter 4:Ló, of the coming of the L,,ord.
and. were led then to conclucle th¿rt that
day was at hand; such a conclusion of
course produced. confusion in the
church, and to co,rrect this rvrong in-
terpretation he wrote them again.

People have been prophesying the
coming of Christ ever since f can re-
member. Some had it as far bach as
1914, ancl others in more lecent years.
f remember reading in one of the daily
newspapers a ferv years ago of a re-
ligious sect who predicted that on a
certain morning the Lord was coming
about 2:00 A.M. ancl they sold their
furniture and retired to a mountain to
watch for him, but they arranged to
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those nnho are clestitute of the grace of
Gocl. }Te says, ßIt is impossible for
those rvho \\'ere once eniightened, ancl
have tasted. of the heavenlv gift, and
n'ere macle partrakers of the Holy Ghost,
and. have tastecL the good rvord of God.,
and the po\\¡ers of the rvorlcl to come,
if they shall fatl a\ryay, to renerv thetn
zrgain unto repentance; seeing the¡''
crucify to themselves the Son of Gocl
afresh, ,and put him to anopen shame."
these char¿rcters \\¡ere once enlightened,
but he clid not say that they had
spiritual tife. 1.he lig'ht that they had,
evid.entlJ', rr'as the same forrvhich Eve
sought ¿rnd that the serpent told. her
she l-oulc1 ha\,e; but this hind. of light
cloes not rnal<e one tvise unto salvation.
"The light of the hod¡' is the eye: if
therefore thine eye be single, th.v rvhole
bod¡' shall be full of light. But if thine
eye be evil, th.v rvhole body shall be
full of clarliness. If therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness, hou' great
is that d.arkness !" Matt. ß:22'23. The
child.ren of Gocl do not fall away fr,om
the grace of Gocl to the extent that it
is irnpossib'le to rener¡' thern again to re-
pentance, for this rvould be contrar¡'
to the tcachings of (ìod's n'ord. ?he
lig'ht (s'isdorn) of their rvorld is the
greatest clarhness there is 'whe.n it
comes to the teachings of God.'s rvorcl
and applying it to spiritual things.
lllhere is nuch irl the scri.¡rtu,re nhich
c¿ur be understoocl ancl relished bv
the wisdom of this rvorld, quite inde-
pendent of any application of the truth
to the heart rand soul by the spirit of
Gorl. Those who can pich up religion
at their rvill, can lay it dorvn at their
rvill. this falling a'wav, I think, simply
rììeans that there is such a d.enial of
the essential principles of Christianit.v,
or such ra corrüption of its doctrines,
¿rs renders the lvhole s¡rstem completel-v
int,fficient to sah'ation. T thinli there
Jrils never been a tinre rqhen a clenial of

the porver of Gocl, and the '*'isdorn of
God has been rnore prevalent than it
is to-day.

This ,man, this slririt, this principle
that conve;-ecl itself in the serpent antl
talhed to our rnother E'r.e is the sarne
spirit th,at l'as in Judas fscariot, ancl
to rvhmn Jesus referred. rvhen he said,
r'Ilâ\'e I not chosen yo'u tn-elve, and one
of ¡'su is ¿i clevil," Yes, this old. marr
can talli, ¿ncl his zrrgurnents are cogent
ancl conr.incing. I remernber a conyers¿t-
tion he had. rvith nre just after I unitecl
l'ith the church in 1908. 'I'he pastor of
the church $r¿-ts not p'resent on Satur-
day of this rreeting, :rnd. I n-¿ts not sure
th¿rt he rvould be rvith us on Sunda¡-.
As I lvantecL llrother Jordan to baptize
rne I askecl that the baptizing be put
off until the next rnonth. Brother Jot'-
dan did. conre on Sunda¡', and ¿rfter
learning that I h¿rd- corne before the
church the d.ay before he said to ne,
"Ilenty, the d.evil is coming to you ibe-

fore the next rneeting, and- tell you that
you have deceived those people ancl 7

ihot yoo had. better not go bach to the
ohurch, for if You d-o theY a'r:e going
to ash that you tell ¡our experience or-t-'r'

again, tor lney are not s¿tisfied l-ith
.r-Ìrat you tolù thenr." But he did not
.o-u io rne just that n'ay' I{e changecl

his approach and carrle up on the other'

side lùd. saicl, "llenry, you have not
deceived. those people, they linon' there
is nothing to rvhrat you tolcl thern, ancl

do not go back ally more'" this rvas
just exaãtly the u'ay I felt aborrt it'
brother Jórclan told ne to tell hiur
(the ctevil) that he w¿s a liar antl the
fàttrer of it, but it did- not seen lihe ¿t

lie to me, but the truth. So I startecl
o'ut at nigìht rasldng the brethren I'h¡-
they clid. not as r me sollìe questions
n hen I uniúed n'ith the church. All of
them saicl that thc-v wele sa,tisfied rvith
rv'hat I tolcl them. I tlitl not see an¡'-
bocly but I felt his presence. T rlicJ not
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hear an autlible voice t¿rlhirrg l-ith ne,
but this speahing $.as to mv inn ard
feeling ¿r,nd intellect, and. I have rever
been 'able to tell him that he u'as a liar.
If this man has any shape or form l
never harre seen it, but I h¿rve felt his in-
visible presence rvith rire as he tr'¿rlliecl
n ith rne, talhed rvith rne and l.ent to
church with me. I fincl him ever)'-
n'here I go for his n orh rn¿l<es himself
n.anifest. This man "opp,oseth ancl ex-
alteth hirnself above ¿l,ll th¿rt is o¿rlled
'Gocl, or that is rvolshipped; so that he
as God. sitteth jn the temple of Gocl,
she'wing hirnself that he is God." "Äncl
ryith all clecei'r.ableness of unlighteous-
rÌessr" and rvith every zrrt that currning
c¿ul in'r.ert, ancl unrig'hteciusness sug-
gest in ord.er to cìelucle ¿rncl cleceive. ¡\
tenipìe is und.erstoocl to be a building
set rapart for the n,t.rrship of God, but
it cloes not rnean that this tenrple is
built of wood, brich or stone. (útr4/hat?

kno'v ye not that your body is the
tentple of the lloly Ghost rvhich is in
you, l.hich ye have of Gocl, ancl ye are
not your own? For ye ¿ì.re bought rvith
a price: therefore glorify Gocl in your
botly, and in your spirit, ri.hic,h are
God's." In this ternple js l'here I fjnd
hin clictating the form of n-orship, the
doctrine to 'be preachecl ¿rnd believecl.
ï thinh we often mistahe gifts for grace.
GocI has given 'wonclerful g'ifts to men,
but gifts are not grace, It is saicl of
Judas, r'hich tvas guicle to thenl that
tool< Jesus ¿rnd n'a,s numbered l.ith the
tlltostles, he hacl obtainecl 1;alt of this
urinistr¡- (gift) but not grâce. Men
l-ith the spirit of Judas jn their hearts
sitteth irr the church of Gocl, sherving
hiniself that he is God. Gifts puff men
up ancl nahe them boast of l'hat the¡'
iùIre, gifts are of short cluration, but
glace is evellasting. Ä rtran, fo'r in-
stance, mây pray and preach rnost feel-
ingly, ì¿ùnd touch the passÍons of evctr
God's people, yet it rvould. be nothing

more than sound.ing brass ol a tinkling
symbol. This spirit ahvays $¡orks on
the feelings and passions of men in
such a n ay as to put confid,ence in
themselves, ancL to deny the porr.er of
God. Some might thinh that this spirit
of denial is in others, but not Olcl Bap-
tists; but not so, Peter cloubtecl rvhen
Jesus told his clisciples hou- he l.oulcÌ
suffer ma,ny things of the elclers ancl
chief priest and soribes, r¿nd be hilled,
and, be raised. again the thirct ctay.
'(Then Peter tooh him, ancl ìregan to
rebuhe him, saying; Be it far frorn thee,
L,orcl: this shall not be unto thee. But
he turned, and. said. unto Peter, Get
'thee behincl rne, S¿rtan: thou ¿¡,rt an of-
fense unto me: for thou savourest not
the things that be of Gocl, but those
that be of men."

This Satan, this tr,¿Ln of sin, is in us
all for the thoughts of foolishness is
sin. Peter dicl not understand. ho-n' Jesus
Was to suffer all these things that he
told. them he rvould, and. lle raised again
the thircl clay.' this doubt constitutecl
a denial of his power to naise himself
from the dead, apd. therefore Jesus saicl
get thee behind rne Satan. Jesus saicl,
ttNow clo ye Pharisees mahe clean the
outsid.e of the cup ancl the platter; but
your inrvarcl part is full of r.avening
iâncl 'n'iched.ness.2' We maJ' 1\'ash our.
hands, and dress up in our o\yn
righteousness to âppear before rnen ¿ts

something that l'e are not, but Gocl
hnorvs n'hat spirit it is of. lhe f irst
lecorcl u-e har.e of this ul¿ur of sin th¿rt
secretecl hirnself in the selpent, rvhich
was more sul¡til that anl' beast of thc
field rvhich the Lorcl hacl ntade, carnc
to our rnother Eve in the garclen. This
great orator said to her, ('Yeur, hath Gorl
said., Ye shall not eat of every tlee of
the garclen? Anil thc n'ornan saicl 'untcr
the serpen.t, We rna¡. eat of the fruit
of t'he trees of the gtrrclen: IJut of thc
fruit of the tlee l'hich is in the rniclst,
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of the gard.en, God hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch
it, lest ye die. Ancl the serpent said
unto the wornan, Ye shall not surel-r'
die: For God doth know that in the
clay ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened, and. ye shall be as gods,
Jinorving good and- evil. And. wherr the
\r,oman sary th'at the tree was good, for
food, and. that it s.as pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to malic
one rvise, she took of the friuit thereof,
and- did. eat, and gave also unto her
husband rvith her; and he did- eat.)' If
there is one thing more desired to-da.y
than another, it is the wisd.om of this
rvorld; but it is also God's glory to
pour out contemp,t upon such 'wisdorn
and bring it to naught; to lay low all
that man idolizes and exalts in himself.
When rnan is full of the wisd.om that
rnahes one wise in the things of this
world., he feels then th,a,t he is also
wise in the. things of God. When a
professor and not a possessor of religion
gains much of this knowledge, he s'ill
be found. setting himself up as a great
man of God. îhere is nothing r,vhich
blind.s man more to the power of Gocl
than introducing fleshl.v rvisdorn into
divine trutrh, and this satan, the Gocl
of this rvorld, will tlo by teaching for
cloctrine -the comrnandments of tnen.
God has promised- ((that the seed. of
the -n'ornan shall bruise the head of
the serpent,t' and Gocl is not slack con-
cerning his promise. ttForasmuch then
as the child.ren are partakers of flesh
and blood, he also hirnself likenise tooli
part of the same; that through death
hc might destroy hirn that had the
llower of d.eath, that is, the d.evil: ancl
deliver them who through fear of death
l'ere all their lifetime subject to bon-
tlage." By the merit of his own death
rnahing atonement for sin; rend.ering in-
effectual the rvork of hirn who had. the
pô\\¡er of cleath, and tvould h'ave brought

final ruin to the human family, thus
becoming the means of thei,r exaltation
and endless glory; and thus the cleath
brought in by Satan is rend.ered in-
effectual by the death of Christ.

H. O. N.

"Dear Elder Dodson: I would be glad iJ
you would give your views on Adam as
being the son od God. I read in the Bible
that Jesus was the only begotten Son of
God. I have always believed. that Adam
was a creaóure of God, but not a Sorr of
God. Hoping I am not asking too much
of you, your brother,

(Elder) C. Y. OSTEEßL"

'I.he late Elder P. D. Gold, of \Milson,
N. C. frequently respond.ed to requests
on the scripture from his ministering
brethren :by saying, ("Ihat is your text
-you preach it." We wish that Elder
Osteen had felt to go into his subject
in rnore detail than he did for he has
undoubtedly had sorne meditation up-
on it.

'I.he expression, "The Fatherhood of
Gocl" is frequently rnade by many so-
called religious leaders. The implied.
meaning is that Gocl is the spiritual
I'ather of all mankind. According to
our understanding, the relationship of
father can only exist try one of trn'o
lvays, either as progenitor or by adop-
tion. The scriptures are very clea,r on
the point ;ühat God is the Creator of
all manhind, as well as everything else
that n¡as rnade. Accord.ing to the ac-
count found in the first chapter of
Genesis, follou,ing the evening and the
rnorning of the fifth day, God said,((Irct t}re e¿,rth bring forth the living
creature after his hind, cattle, and
cree¡:ring thing, ancl beast of the earth
after his hind: and it 1\ras so. Ancl Gocl
rnade the beast of the earth after his
liind, and cattle after their hind, and
evelything that oreepeth upon the earth
¿Lfter' his hirrcl: ¿rrrd Gocl sarv that Ít
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1\¡as good. ,{ncl Goct said, Let us make
rnan in our image, ,âfter our liheness:
antl let them have dominion o'r'er thel
fish of the sea, and over the fon'l of
the air', ancl. over the cattle, and o'r'er
all the earth, ancl over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth."
We lr,ave at ,times thought of Gocl as
presenting to us in the first chapter of
Genesis his blueprint of creation, with
the cletails as to rvhen and. hon' eyer-y-
thing was made recordecl in the sec-
ond. chapter of Genesis. It is in thjs
second chapter of Genesis rve fincL it
recorded., 'the L,o,rd Gocl forrned rnan
of the dust of the ground, and breathecl
into his nostrils the breath of life; and
rnan became a living soul." IIere tr,c
have God. presented âs man's Creatol,
but thus far nothing has becn saicl
about God. being the tr'ather of rnan.
There are those 'who n ill claim that
rvhen Gocl "breatb.ecl into his nostrils
the breath of life" ,that man then ancl
there became a son of God. their rea-
soning appears to be that b;' so doing
God irnpartecl to lìtan oternal lifc.
I4¡e do not believe the scriptures "rvill
sustain this line of reasoning. In the
fifteenth chapter of first Corinthiaris
I'aul very definiteìy ¿tncL clearl-r' sa)¡s,
"'I'he first rnan is of thc ear'th, earth¡':
the seconcl man is thc l.¿orcl frolll he¿L-

ven." IIe goes on to enJalge u¡rorr this
theme by saying, ((As is thc eartht',
suoh are they also that are earth¡': arrcl
as is the heavenly, such ¿rre the¡' ¿1",1

ühat are heavenly. Ancl as ì\'e h¿tve
bo,rne the image of the earthy, l-e sh,all
also bear the image of 'the heavenly.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the liingdorn
of GocI; neither doth corruption inhe,rit
incorruption." X'rom these and other
scriptu,res it is quite e'r'id.eltt to us that
there are ,trvo hincls of families in this
rvorlil: (1 ) natura,ì ,ancl (2) spiritual.
'¿Ilowbeit that was riot first s.hich is

spiritual, but that which is natural;
and afterwarcl that rvhich is spiritual."
"îhe first rnan Ad.am u'as mad.e ,¿l lir'-
ing soul; the last Adam rvas rnacle a
quichening spi,rit." The first Aclarn rvas
the federal head of all human hinc1,
and. every hurnan being f'rorn ,C,a'in, his
first born, to the last one to be born
to this family was oÍ will be either a
son or a daughter of Adarn. Of all the
untold. millions who have or nìary .vet be
born into this family, not a single soìj-
tary one had anything to do a;bout
choosing either the time or place of
his ad.vent into this world, or becom-
ing a son of Aclarn. this sarne Ìine of
reasoning applies n'ith equal force to
becorning a rnember of the heavenly
or spiritual farnil¡'. Jesus saicl to Nico-
dernus, ((Except a rìÌan Jre born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God."
And iby way of explaining how this
birth co'ulcl come about he said, "The
wind. bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell rvhence it oometh, and, whither it
goe,th: so is e\¡ery one that is bo,rn of
the Spirit." Bet¡ñ'een these trvo families
there is an impassible gulf 'which no
lìì¿rn c',¿ìn possibly abriclge or llass o\¡er'.
To begin with, the natural man,is
carnally mindecl, and the greaú apostlc
said. (rthe carnal rrind is enmity against
Gocl: for it is not subject to the lan'
of God, neither indeecl can be." IIis
conclusion is, (''they tlr'at alre in the
flesh crrunot please Gocl." This s¿uìrc
apostle in u-r'itilg to the church at
Corinth declarecl ",thc nattrral rnan le-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they a,re foolishness unto
'him: neither can he linor- them, be-
oause they are spirituaìl¡' cliscerned."
lVe wo'uld lihe ,to emphasize the point,
'as -we see it, that the 'onl¡' possible rva¡'
of becoming a member of the faruily of
God. is by ad.option ¿rnd the nel birtlr.
ancl Paul in his epistle to tire Jlphesians
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blessed "the Gocl ancl Ilather of our
Lord Jesus Christ" for (rhaving prc-
clestina,ted us unto the adoption of chil-
clren by Jesus Christ to hirnself, ùc'
cording to the good, plea'sure of his
l'ill, to the praise of the glory of his
gr'¿rce, rvherein he hath macle us ac-
cepted in .the belovecì." \I¡e heard a nlar
sir)' over the radio recently that being((born again" is a very simple thing,
that all that is necessary for the sin-
ner to do is to say t(Come into rny
heart, Lord. Jesus." The record. is that
the rnan in nature will not have this
nìan, Jesus, to reign over hirn; there-
fore inste¿rcl of inviting him to corìe
into his heart he l-ill invariably bolt
the door against hinr. The Stronger
II¿rn ruust first bind. the ,strong rnran.
bcfore there is any d.rvelling together,
and even then there is a continual v.ar'-
f¿rrc. God rnust first send. forth his
Spirit into o'ur hearts before n'e n-ill
cry "Abba (our) Ilather," othertt'ise n'e
can never hnorv anything of that re-
lationship. It is b¡' the rvortl, or po1\'el'
of God., that 'n'e are born of that in-
corruptible seed. IJe nho holds the rr.incl
in the hollon' of his fists nust bid. it
blow ìrpon his chosen garden before
any choice fruits vill lie borne. On the
cla,y n'hen Pentecost rvas fully cotììe, -\\re

lre told that '(suddenl-t there canìe ¿ì

sound f r o rn hea't'en as of a. rushing
nrig'ht.v n'ind, and it filtecl all the houSe
rr-here the¡' \yere sitting." (rAncl the.v
\\-cre a,ll fillecl "rvith the Hol¡- Ghost,
ancl*began to speali n'i'th other tongues,
rts the Spirit grave thern utterance." flt
lesponse to' the prophet Isaiah's qìrer)'
rrs to r.hat he should cry, he n'as tolcl
to cnr ((All flesh is grass, ancl ¿rll the
goodliness thereof js as the flon'er of
the fielcl," und this ìinou'ledge rvas
gained ('becâuse the spirit of the Lord
l¡loveth upol it." \\'e urtdel:st¿tutL frtlttt
1.ìi(' scrilrtures that llo lììriìIl ('¿tIl, irl
Lruth, sa¡' that Jesus is the Ohrist, buf,

b.r, the Holy Ghost. John'was und.er the
influence of the Holy Spirit n'hen he
rr¡¿rs vriting to those rvhom he termed
¿s "little children," saying, "Behold,
l'ha,t rnanner of love the Ilather hath
bestorved upon us, that 'rve shoulcl be
called" the sons of God: therefore t'hc
rvorld knot'eth us not, because it knen'
him not. Beloyed, no-$' ¿tre rve the sons
of God, and it doth not )-et appear
tvÌrat 'lr.e shall be: but l'e linorv that,
rvhen he shall appear', \;e sh¿ll be lilie
hirn; for rve shall sec hinr as he is."

Adam 'as he was formecl of the dust
of the ground. rvas eviden'tly not a son
of Gocl. lYhen he transgressed God's
larv God dr.or'ê him out of the garden
of lìden ancl pronounced a curse upolr
thc ground for his sake. "But God, -who

is rich in nìercy, for his great love
n-heren'ith he loved us,tt rnade pr:ovision
in Christ for the redemp'tion of all that
where chosen in hirn before the foun-
dation of the world, and rve feel that
the fact that God clothed Ad.am ancl
Eve with coats of skins was evidence
that he was a sòn of Gotl by adoption
through ou,r Lorcl and Savior Jesus '

Christ. I,t natters not that Adarn's crea-
, tion tooli place, according to mants
reckoning of time, sorne four thousancl
)'eàrs before Christ's ad,vent into the
world. The covenant which God. the

, Irather entered into rvith his Son in
the counsels ,of eternity rvas ordered in
all things, and sure, embraced every
subject of divine grace throughout all
tirng. David said on behalf of Christ,((in thy booh all my members were
n¡ritten, which in continuance rvere
fashioned, rvhen as yet there "lvere none
of them." It -was from beneath the
th'rone of God 'and the l,amb that the
rvater of life flowed, both toward. the
forrner ancl the hinder sea. This means
to us that by the shedtling of the pre-
cio'us blood. of the blessed. I-,amb of God
the sins of all his pcople, n'hether they
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came into the world before or ¿rfter the
aclvent of Ohrist, was remitted, or put
arvay. there is but one Sayior for all
na.tions, creeds, tribes, hindreds rantl
tongues, for there is none other name
given under heaven, among rneu, n'here-
by rve must be savecl but the name of
Jesus.

Befo,re conclud.ing o'ur lemarks, 1\'e
"n,ish to say something on the point
of Jesus being thc only begotten Son
of God. ft seerns to us there is ¿r sense
in rvhich that is peculiarly and definite-
ly so. Many scientific rninds l.ill deny
that the Son of God rvas born of a
virrgin, but ,this cloes not rnean that it
rvas not absolutely true. It is befitting,
rve think, that it was L,uke, the physi-
cian, who gave us the most cornplete
account of the birth of our Irord, and.
to the people of Gocl it shoultl be con-
clusive. We 'lvill quote from his recorcì,
I-¡uke l-:26-35: "Antl in the sixth rnonth
the angel Gabriel 'lvas sent from GocL
unto ,a city of Galilee, named. Nazareth,
to a virgin espoused. to a man 'n hose
rrarììe \\:as Joseplr, of thc house of
David; antl the'virgin's nanìe rva.s Mar¡-.
And the anþ'el came in unto her, ancl
said, Hail, thou that 'a,rt highl). fa,r'or'-
ecl, the I-,orcl is "n'ith thee: blessetl art
thou ¿urong rvomen, Aucl n'heu she s¿1.
hirn, she n'as troubled at his sa;'ing.
¿rn<l ca,st irr her mind. rvhat m,¿nner oli
s¿rlut¿rtion th i s shoulcl be. AniI tlte
angel said. unto hcr, Ii'ear not, llzir¡-:
for thou hast found favour n'ith Gocl.
.t\ntl, be,hold, thou shaìú corrceive irr
thy rvornb, ancl bring forth a son, ancÌ
shalt call his name Jnsus. I{e sh¿rll ìitr
great, and sh¿ll be called the Son of
the Highest: ancl the l-¡ord God shall
give unto him the throne of his fathe,r
I)avirl: AncI he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and. of his
kingd.om there shall be no end. Then
said lVIar'.r' unto l,ìle angel, Hou' shaìl
lJris [rc, seeing f linorv not l lran? '\nd

the :rngel ¿lnsn erecL ¿rnd saicl untcl her,
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thec,
and the powL¡r of the tlig'hest shall or-
ersh¿rdon thee: therefore also that hol¡-
thing rvhich shall be born of thec shall
be callecl 'the Son of Gotl." this s,uper,-
rraturra.l concepti'on and birth of a son
to a sinfuÌ lvoman u'¿rs sonrethirrg n-hiclr
hacl rreyer occurnrecl beforc, nor has it
eyer occurrecl since. Gocl, by the Hol.r.
Ghost, ;begat his Son, r-hose earthl¡'
Itame lvas Jnsus, of a 'r,irgirr rranrecl
Maly. Mar'¡' r,r,¿rs not hol;', thc r.ccorcl
norvhere strys that Mary lras holr- as is
claimed by sorne, but the recorcl clnes
s¿ì,y, ((,that hol¡- thing rvhich shalÌ be
borrr of thee shall be c¿rlled the Son of
Gocl." Onl.v Gocl is able to bring a cle¿¡,n
thing out of an unclean, and this is
rvh¿rt tooli pl:rce n-hen the hoì¡' chikl
Jesus 'n.¿s born of M'rìrr,J'. the angel al-
so infonnecl Mary of her cousin, Elisa-
beth, har,ing conceived ¿r son in her olcl
age, n'ho n'as oalled ìlnnren, ¿rnd the
angel said io her jn this connection,
"Ii'or rvith God nothing shall be im-
possible." llle are told that Mar"r' then
rvent into the hill country to see
Iì,lisabeth, n'ho \\râs in her sixth
rnonth, aucl n'hen Iìlisabeth harl
heaq:d the s¿rlutation of Marv, the
babe leaped irr her u'oln'b for joJ',
¿nd }frìrJ' herself saicl, "Nf-v soul cloth
rnagnify the Lorcl, ancl nl"r. spirit hath
rejoiced in Goil m¡- S,ttviour. I'or he hath
regzlrcLecì. the lon- estate of his hancl-
rnaiden: for, behold, fronr henceforúh
all generatiorrs sh¿rll call lne blessed.tt
\Ye belieye th'at er.er'¡- uranifested chikl
of GocI can witness rvith }Iary in her
experience. They are rnad-e to kno,rv that
the conception which prececles the nen'
birth is al,together of the Hoì¡' Ghost,
and that man has no part in the rnat-
ter, fo,r it is all the l'orli of grace, ancl
n-hen th<¿y in their lorv estate are rassur-
ecl that the L,ortl h¿s bcerr nlintlful ol
them, they feel to sa¡- rvith -i\Iaty, "I[)'
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soul doth lnagrify the L,,ord, ¿ncl mv
spirit hath rejoiced in Gocl rn¡. Sar.ior."

(llie late Iìlder ) Iì. LESTEIì DODSON

Route 2, Ringgold, Va.

lìnll¡rns ol' 'r'rrn SrcNs oF 'rrrD lluns:
I fcel to write sourething regarding rnv
de¿Lr brother', Iì. Lester Dod.son. My son
and I n'ere the only ones present at
his funer¿rl from this lrart of the co,un-
tt'J. I ryantecl to n'rite sornething fo.'
our daily paper, since hewaswellhnon'n
here and hacl rnany relatives and
friends, but ì\-as so grief stricken I
could. not cluiet rny mind to do it and
¿ìrì still in a verJ neryous state. As
one lacl¡- lrut it 'lrho has linos.n ,the
farnil¡' ¿rll our lives, she just though5
the n orlcl coulcl not go on rvithout hinr,
ancl this expressed rìl)¡ feelings rr¡hen
I first linen of his serious cond.ition ou
Saturd¿i'r. night befo're his death oìt
'Iuesda.v. I hu'rriecl to see hirn leaving
Ilonda¡- night. I dreamed of going to
his funerral and to the cernetery. f ar-
ri'yed. in Nen' Yorli about 11 A.M. ancl
l-¿ritecl to go to the hospital rvith broth-
er Raleigh but n'hen rve arrivecl he hacl
just passed nrva¡'. I instantly thought
of nt-v clre¿rrn and rvas so saddened be-
c,¿ìuse I had not gone before, but per-
Iralls it is ¿rs n'ell since he suffe,red. scr
rnlrch ard I l.o'ultl ìra'r'e ,broken don¡rt
ìrr his presence.

Beulah, his n.ife, saicl that last Jan-
tt¿tr"r- n'hen he entered the hospital he
rerltrestecl that Lìlder l)avicl \¡. Spang-
lel' conduct his funeral sen'ices. As
ìn'¿uì\r htrye heard, he. n'as in Illorirl¿t
ltncl l-as dela¡-ecl six hours enro'ute ar'-
rir-ing onìy in time to pronounce the
benecliction at the gìrave. Eider George
Rttston of O¿rnacl¿r rva.s recluested to
tal<e charge ¿rncl n'as assistecl bv Iìlclers
.I. D. lVood, B,altirnore, McI.. IT. M. Ren-
rrr¡tt, M¿rrrlela Splings, lft'I., and A. .I.
Sìarrson, I(ingston, N. Y. The faurilr
rvas nluch irnpressed rvitlr thc sel:r'ices.

Elder Rustc¡n spohe so su'eetly of lay-
ing hands on Lester d.uring his ordina-
tion 29 years ago. Ife n'as all to me
that a brother could possibl¡' be. the
older brother, Raleigh, of New Yorli
Cit¡. and he loved each other as much
as it vas possible for brothers to clo.
I{e s'as so he¿u't brolien it l.as pitiful.
IIay GocI reconcile us ¿rll to his r,ill.

the services were helcl irr the Oollins
Iì'uneral Hone in Iluther.for.d, intcr-
rnent in Hillsicle Cenreter¡' there. ;\t
titnes n'e feel n-e is better. off than l-<t
n'ho are left arrd that he is ¿rt lest.
\Vh¿rt a glorious exchange for hin as
rr-e feel he is in paradise. 'I'he separa-
tion seens unbear¿Lble. His devoted and
onl.1'sister. (lfrs.) W. L. FEIIGUSON

Topeka, Kans.
Iìuru<lns, SrcNs or rrrn Truns: I
¿rul enclosing sorne ìines 'cornposed b-v*

Elcler Ir. Ir. Schencli (n'ith his perrnis-
sion) nith the thought the_v rnav be
of -interest to the rnanJr readers of the
Signs, the most of rvhom are farniliar
l'ith his n'ritings for the p¿lper, if you
feel to publish them.

I hacl the happ¡' ¡rrivilege of attend-
ing a, three cla¡ s nreeting in July, held
niith the l-¡ittle Floch Church re¿rr'
I'letr,sant Hill, Mo. there I rnet once
ag^a.irr rìÌ¿ìnJ- of the clear okl saints of
the householcl of faith, and. heard. the'
glacl ticlings of salvation by grace pro-
claÍnrecl, n'hich is both meat and tlrinh
to all lovers of the truth. Elder
Schencli is Pastor of this church, and
tlre visiting urinisters \\'erc Elclers L.
lT. Flarcly, (ììe1'sng.t, Ilarper, and I-,i-
cr:ntiate Sapp all of Mo. Arnong the
visjtors n'ere Sister Mabel L,indsa¡r frorr
Oalifornia, ancl Sister Opal Pounds
fr'orn tl'enn. tr.ho came many miles to
be ¿Lt this nceting. It vas truly a '(Feastof Ilat Things," anrl 'n ill ,be long re-
rtrclrbered bv those l-ho lvere privileged
to attend. NIat- God bless and prosper
vorr in your good rvorh.

(Mrs. ) DELLÄ DA\rIS
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MY PETITION

Should the spirit give me utterance just to breathe
a silent prayer,

I should ask in my petition that the Lord would
me prepafe

To endure my lot with courage, for my burden
bends me low,

And for reconciliation to this devastating blow,

I have lost my dear companion but 'twas her
eternal gain,

Yet my selfish disposition leads me often to
complain.

I am lonely, broken hearted and my future is
so dark,

And at times I wisþ the Lord would take away
this vital spark.

For I find I'm prone to murmur when I come
beneath the rod,

And I need a power to keep me lest I wander
from my God.

I would pray the Holy Spirit come and lodge
within my breast,

And give me strength and wisdom till I er¡ter
into rest.

Yea, I ask in my petition for subrnission tro

his will,
And for grace to run with patience till I shall

my lot tulfill.
But without my blessed Savior there is nothing

I can do,
So I ask in my petitionr that he lead, the journey

through.

It is hard in¡deeil, to know that I must travel
on through life,

And bear the toils that once were shared by my
devoted wife.

So in my feeble prayer I ask the Lord to be
with me,

And keep me till in rvisdom he shall set my
spirit fr€e.

Sho'r.rld the spirit give me utterance and teach
me how to pray,

I should ask in my petition for my brethren
by the way,

That the fellowship of kindred souls may ever-
more abound,

And the banner of the kingdorn in every heart
be found,

That each may feel his brotheds sigh, and with
him bear a part,

And love and harrnony prevail in every throb-
bing heart.

(Elder) L. L. SCHEI{CK
Wjlliamstown, Kans,

RESOLUTIONS

\ryHF¡REAS, our heavenly Father has removed
by death our dear friend and Pastor, ELDER
R. LESTER DODSON, we desire to recoæd the
sadness that is in our hea¡'ts over this loss,
Words fail us at this time to' fully express our
sadness and ßorrow.

TffHEREAS, Brother Do'dson's passing has left
a vacancy that will be difficult to' fill, his memory
will always be cherished by the ehurch.

RESOLVED, that we give thanks to God for
the gift of our dear friend and brother whose
minis'try these many years among us has brought
hope and. co,mJort to us all. We desire to' bow 'in
humble submission to, the will of God, believing
he has entered into that rest that remains to the
people, of God. Iil'e hope and believe he has en-
tered the presence of the dear Savior where
th,ere is fullness of joy, and at whose right hand
there are pleasures fonevermo,re.

RE'SOLVED, that Ebenezer Churclr, extends
sympathy to Mrs. Dodson, and her son, and that
a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to
them and published in the Signs of ühe Times.
Written by W. D. CHAPMAN.

(Elder) A, J. SLAUSON, Moderator
CYRUS RISLER, Clerk

SPECIAL REQUEST

The Post Office Departrnent will ncvt forward
second class mail. If there is the slightest change
in the address the papers are reúurned to us
and you may fail to receive your copy. If you
anticipate a change of address please advise us
as soon as possible and aid in getting your paper
without delay.

AID F'OR, SENDING 'SIGNS'' TO INDIGENTS

Mrs. A. McDaniel, Cal., $1; Mrs. D. Deal, Mo'.,

$2; Mrs. M. C. Little, !ex., $2; Mrs. L. F. Requa,
N. Y., $5; L. C. Spikes, Ore., $1; J. T. Hinson,
Cal., $2.50; T. IvY, Robertson, Tenn., $2; J. A'
Jothnson, Îenn., $5; Eld, V¡. D. Griffin, Ala., $2;

Mrs. D. S. Reid, N. C., $1; Mrs. S. L. Taylor, Pa.,

$2; Mls. L. Campbell, Tenn., $1.
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CORRESPONDENCE
PnnnnsrrN¡rroN on Gon, AND l:Irs

CouNsnr, -c.ND CoNTRoL OYDR
er,r, TulNestlo ¡r,r, TrrE r{ousEr{olD on' FÄrrr:I : I lropcr

it is b¡' the divine spirit of Gocl I de-
sire to rvrite on the predestination r¡f
G<1c1. Has anything ever tahen pla,ce on
earth th¿rt Gocl dicl not hnow ryhat r,ras
crorìring to p,ass? And I belie'r'e it rv¿rs
in his pu4)ose for it to be so. If not
tìter hon- did. hc do his nill? Dicl Gocl
llxru- bt'fore he createcl Äd¿r,n th¿t
Ad¿rur l-oulcl tahe of the forbiclclen
fruit? Dicl he not l<nos' lh¿rt rnan n'o'uld
turn out to be before he mad.e lnan ì'
Did he have to n'ait to see rvhat rnan
would clo before he rnade his larvs
against sin, ancl purposed" that he lroulcl
seucl his onlr' begotten Son in the n'orlcl
to sarre his chosen seecl flom theil sins
eycn before Arclam l-as m,acLe? Ancl all
that are his chosen l\re.re chosen in
(lìlrist Jcsus frorn the founclation of
the u'orlcL? Coulcl not God har-e kept
sin out of the \.orld if it had bcen his
rr-ill to clo so? Did he . not haye the
lton'e'r to cln so? f believe tliat Goù
controls alì things, and that (raìl things
rr-orìi together for goocl to them that
love GocI, to therl n'ho are thc calletl
accor'cling to his purpose.)' TTerein is
love, not th¿t l'e lor.ecl Gocl, but that
he lo'r'ed us ¿rnd sent his Son to be the
propitiation fo'r our sins. This remin<ls
nr.e of a scripture in ,another place that
one of our prea,chers usecl for his text.
"\\rhcreforc I gile ¡.ou to unclerstand,
tlrat no rnan spezrliing b.v thc Spirit <-rf

,Gocl calleth Jesus ¿rccu::secl : au.d thrrt

no nran can say that Jesus is the Lord.,
but b¡. the Holy Ghost." 1 Cor. 12:3.
.\lcl so I stry th¿lt rve could not lovc
God except his loving Spirit firrst lie
giverr us.

In the bacli pnrt of rny Bible is found
four thousand questions ¿rud. answers on
the Olcl and Ncn' lestanents, intencled
to olren up, the scriptures for the use
of students ¿urd Suucla¡' School teach-
r:rs. those questions and. ¿rnsrrers l\'erc
not rvlitten b¡' Printitive Baptists, ilntl
¿rre f¿rr frorl the truth if I ever line'n' an_r-
Ûruth at all. I give here for ex,¿nìtllle
three of thenr: "\Yere there an¡ restric-
tions to this perrnission?An exception
n'as rn¿rcle of the tree of knorvledge of
good. ancl evJJ., uncler the pentllt;. of
d.e¿rth. (Gen. 2:1.7) Thus l.¿rs a trial
rnacle of obedience and love, ancl â
gracious wai'ning given." "lYere the¡.
forbiclclen to e¿rt of the tree of life?
Thev n-ele not." (Ilere is the answer
to this that I object to. ) "\Vhat clo rve
conclude fron this? l'hat the.v lvere
intenclecl to live forever." I s:r.v. if Gocl
h¿rd. intendecl that Aclam and. Eve
should have lived fore'r'er: and not have
t¿tlien the forbicltlen fruit it n-ould harc
been so, or else Gocl dicl not have his
o1\rr ryilì, ¿rncl Sat'¿rn had the greater
¡lor.er ? this coulcl not' be so for u'e
reacl that Gocl forrnecl the croolied ser-
pent rvith his olvn hancls. fl'he clevil can
d.o nothing except the l-.¡orcl gir.es hiru
power. "By his spirit he ha,th garnisherl
the heavens; his hancl hath fonnecl the
croohed. serpent. Lo. these are ¡rarts of
his ways: but horv little a ¡rortion is
hearcl of him? but the thunder of his
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power oan und.erstand?" Job 26:13-14.
"l',he Lord hath macle all thiugs fot'
hirnself : yea, even the wichecl for the
dn¡- of evil.)' Prov. 16:4. ((lhen saith
Pilate unto him, Speahest tho'u not
unto ure? knowest thou not that I h¿rvc
por\¡er to crucify thee, and h¿n'e lro'rver
Ito rele¿rse thee? Jesus anss'erecl, thou
coulclest haye no porver at ¿r1l ,¿rgainst
D€, except it \\¡ere given thee frorlt
above: therefore he that cleliverecl tne
liath the greater sin." John l9:10-11. "T
fornr the light, antl cre¿rte cl¿u'llress : J

nlalie peace, ancl create evil: I the LolcL
clo all these things." Isa. 45:7. Has Gotl
ever ,l¡een frustrn¿rtecl from anything thzrt
has oyer occurrecL nrr the earth? suclt
¿rs the u.orld's u'ar, arrd n'as it rrtlt all.
il his pu,r'pose? the Lorcl hzrs porver
anil control or.er sin, insteacl of being
in any sense controllecl b¡- it. lt couìtl
not h¿n'e enterecl into the n'orld.if ih
had been his rvill and purpose that iL
shoulcl not. Äfter sin came into the
r\¡orld, ancL errer since, his control ovei'
it h,as been ¿lbsolute. Men of the n or:kl
¿rnd 'wiched. men are his hancl ¿rncl srvorcl.
(Psalms 17: 13-13) The n'icked-can go
no farther in executing their rvichetl d.e-

signs than 'will be for the fuifilling of
his decrees concerning theru. ,I.he ll¿b-
ural rnan is still sa¡'ing, as in Paul'ls
clay, "\Yh¡- tloth he ¡'g¿ fiticl f¿rult? Iror'
r-ho h¿th resistecl his vill?" Iìout. 9:19.
.¡\ncl Pu,ul is still replying u,jth au-
thorit¡ ¿urd bold.ness; "Nay but, O rna,n,
rvho are thou that repliest ag'ainst Gocl?
Shall the thing forrned. sa¡. to hirn thab
formetl it, I\rhy hast thorr rn¿rde lìro
thus? Hath not the potter po\\¡er over
the clay, of the sarne lump to malie
one vessel unto hono,r, and another unto
clishonor? \l¡hat if Gocl, villing to shet-
his wrath, and to mal<e his power
hnown, endured with much longsuffer-
ing the vessels of wrath fittecl to cle-
struction: ancl that he mig'ht rnalir:
linown the riches of his glt-rr'¡' orr thir
vt¡ssels of nterc¡', x'hich hc lt¿rr.l ¿Lfol'e

preparecl 'unto .glor¡-." Ronr. I :19-23.
Our ,\d¿rrnic carnral n¿rtru'e is strorrg-

l¡. opposecl to this cloctrine of pelsonal
election ¿rntl of preclestination. ("Ihc
carnal rnincl is enmity against God: for
it is not subject to the Ìan- of Gocl,
neither incleecl can be." Ront. 8:7. thc
scri¡rtu're rnentioned :tbo\.e, the lrottei'
htrth pon'er o\¡er the sanrc lurulr of cl:r¡',
I unclerstancl rve 'are the clzry, all thrr
same nature, ancl of the Atlanfc ftrmil-v,
¿ncl God- the potter h¿rs chosen tl palt,
of this lunrp, r-rf clay to uLa,lie sonre to
horror, ancl sone to clishonor. lle is the
pottcr. God hacl ¿r purpose for' ¿r,11 of
the lurlp of clny, an"d to nr¿rke part
to honor arrcl part to clishorror'. He h¿rcl
¿rs much for the vessels of clishonor to
fulfil his purpose ¿rs he clicl for the ves-
sels of ruercy to preparre unto glory.
I)icl not Gocl put a urark on Oain that
he l-oulcl not be clestroyed? \Yas ii
Gotl's purposc th¿t Peter shoulcl den¡,
the Savior three tirues, ¿rncl could. he
har.e kept fr.om cloing so? Supp,ose hc
h¿rd not deniecl hinr, then n oulcì. ,Christ
h,¿r,e been rrr¿rde a liar? Did Peter sin?
Yes, though it r.as purposecL of God, yei,
Gocl clid not rnalie Peter denr. hirn. Gocl
onl¡- had to le¿n'e it to Peter l'i'thout
the Spirit, ¿rncl n-hen the cocli cre\\'
Peter remenrì:erecl u,hat Christ had. told
hiul ¿rld f\-¿ìs yer)¡ son'¡- fol his sin.
I'eter rcrnerubel'ed the u'ol'cls ofl Jesus
n'hich n'ere s¿ricl uu.to hinr, (;IJefore thr:

'cocli clon' tu'ice, thou sh¿rlt den¡- urr:
thricc,r' ¿rucl he n'ent out ancl n-elrt 'bit-

terl¡'. Peter clid rr.ot tly to get bchincl
thc preclestina,tior of Gocl arrd justif¡'
hilrself, fol he lnel' tlt¿tt he had silnerrl
'and not God. He tooli all the blame on
hillself; Petel hacl to lre shon'n that it
\\-¿rs not in Ìrirnself to follon- Chrisl.
l-ithout the Spirit of Christ leacling
hin. ((And I'eter ¿lnsn'eretl hiru ¿uìrl
said, Lolcl, if it be thou, bicl rue r:oltc
unto thee on the rvater. Äncl he saitl,
(1orrtc. ,lrrtl n'lttrll ['etcr' n'¿rs t'orrre tlol'rr
out ofl thcr shill: hc u'¿tlltc¡tl olr the u'¿tter'.
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to go to Jesus. But n'hen he s¿rv the
rvind boisterous, he -i\¡ars ,afraid; ilncl
beginning to sinli, he criecl, sa;'ing,
Irorcl, sa\¡e lne. Ancl irnnredìate'l¡- .Iesrts
stretched forth his hancl, and caught
hinr, ancì. saicl unto hirn, O thou of lit-
tle faith, nherefore diclst thou dorrbt?"
ìI¿r,tt. 14 :28-31. I belieYe th¿rt oYcr)'
chiltl of God has just as rnuch faith to
believe in God ¿rncl Christ as Gocl ll¿rs
lnrposed that they shall have, ancl aìì
their cloubts and fears are appointed un-
to thenl. "O Lo'r:cl, thou hast searched
rne, irnd- Iinon.n ure. Thou linorvest ru¡'
d.o'wnsitting and rnine uprising, thorr
undersüand.est rììJ. thouglrt af¿rr off .

'Ihou cornpassest rn¡' pzrth and rir¡- ì-ving
rlo'wn, and art acquaintecl l-ith all rn¡'
lv¿rJ¡s. Ilor there is not ¿t \\-orcl in lr,t'
torrgue, but, lo, O Lord, thou lin.<tu'est it
ztìtogether'." Ps¿hns 139:l--4, I ,believe I.
have a little faith, but there are tiureo'
tha,t t fca'r I haven't an,v rnore tharr
Peter had. rvhen he cursed a,nd, su-orc.
¿rrrcl said th¿rt he liner- not the man. i
believe in ¿r God of all po\\¡er if I be-
Iieve in ¿ God at all, ancl-nor', n'hen I
.Iooh bacli on rr)¡ pzlst' lifc irr rn¡- cx-
perience, I feel .that God h¿rs denron.
strated his power to me; yet I ca,nnob
say that I n'ill cone forth front thr:
graye rvith the saints ¿t the ìtrst tla¡-,
rvhen Gabriel blon's 'the tnrutlrct, but
I have a ho¡re that I n'ilì.

\\ras there arì.l- ch¿rnce th,¿rt -ttl¿t ur

¿ultL Iìr'e c<xrlcl hzr.'r'c hept frorn taliiug of
the forbiclclen fruit? If so antl the¡- ltzrt'l
not, n,ould there ha,ve been any jlr.
cre¿rse ? \I¡oulcl th e¡- h¿rr-e trtuìti¡rl iecì
lrd lelrlenishecl the e¿tlth? "So Gocl
crea,ted man in his on'n irnzrge, in the
iln,a.gc of God createcl he hin: ru¿rle alrtl
f eurale <:r'r'atetl he theln. And Gocl bless-
ecl tllern, ancl Gocl saicl un'to thern, Be
fruitful, ancl rnultipl;', ancl replenish
lhr: ealth, ¿lcl subclue it." Gen. I : 27-2.c.
What n'as the curse that rvas put on
ljv¡¡| rif-i1lf,o thcr \\¡olnâtt hc s¿itl, l rvilì
greatì;- rnultipì¡- thl' sot:roly ¿tntl tìr¡'

conceTltion; in sorrorv thou shalt bring
folttr chilcìrên; r¿l1fl ilr;- desire shall be
to th¡- husband, ancl he shall rule over'
thee." \\'¿rs this not Gocl¿s purpose fronr
tlrc beginning? Ancl out of this multj-
tuclc of people God chose his lreople
fronl the seed of J:rcob, and they n'e¡e
chosen irr (,'hrist Jesus fron the foun-
clation of the ryorlcl. "l'he eyes of ¡'our
rurderstanding being enlightenecl; that
.re rÌa)- linolr-''n-h¿lt is the hope of his
calling, ¿rncl n-h¿rt the riches of the
glor¡- of his inherit¿ùnce in the s:rints,
.\ncl u'h¿Lt is the exceeding grotrtness of
his pon'cr to us-rva,rd n'ho believe, ¿ìc-

cording to. the ¡r.orking of his rrrightv
po1yer." Ilph. 1:18-19. Ohosen in hirn
bc¿fore the fourrcl¿rtion of the rvorld. \\¡¿ls
this beforc Adarlr n'ls rnade? lf it rv:rs
rrot Gocl's purpose $¡hen he llacle urarr
th¿rt the nl¿rn Ädanl n'ould sin, then hol
coruc that it l'as prophesied that therc
rvnulcl be ,ir' S¿vior born that rvoulcl be
crrrcified. for the sins of his people?
"He n'as oppressecl, and. he n'as afflict
ed, ;-et he opened. not his rnouth: he is
brought as a l¿rnìb to the slaughter, ancl
as a sheep before his shearers is dunrb,
só he openeth not his rnouth. Ife n'as
t¿rlien frorn prison and from judgrnent:
rrncl rr-ho shall deci¿rle his generati:on'.)
{iol he n as cut off out of the land 'of
tlre lir-ing. for the transgression of r.t.rt.

peopJe n'as he str'iclien." Isa. 53: 7-8.
those scriptures n'ere ]r'rjtten long' be-
fore Clhrist cane into .tlte u'orlcl, bul,
rvho clare sa,¡' that it n'as rrot Christ
that it refers to? the sarne scriptures
in rrrn Acrs ol' 'lrTn Apos'tr,Ds.

"lhen tþe Sltirit saicl unto Ph ili¡r,
Go neat'r and join thj'seìf to this cbar-
iot. Änd lÌhiìip r¡an thithct' to hìrrr, ait,l
he¿rrcl hilll read ,the pro¡rhet lìsaias, attd
saicl, Understanclest thou r-ìt¿rt thort
readest? Ancl he sair-I, I{orv carr [, ex-
cept some man should guid.e ne? i\nrl
hr¿ desired I'hilip th¿ut hc r-oukl t:ottr.'
rr,¡r rrrrd sit rvith ltirtt. îùrc plit.ce of tltc
scri¡rturle tvh ich hcr rea.d n',its this, J:lrr
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\\'as led, as a sheep to the slaughter;
arrd liì<e a lamb dumb before his shear'-
er, so olrenetl he not his lllouth : In his
hurnili¿rtion his judgrnent rvas .taken
ar\raJ¡: and rvho shall clecl'are hirs gen-
eration? for his life is taken from thc
e¿rrth. ¡\ncl the eunuch ansl'ered Phililr,
ancl saicl, I ¡tray thee, of s'hom speaketlì
the ¡rrophet this? of hirnself, or of some
other man? 'Ihen Philip openecl his
rnouth, and began at the ß,arne scrip-
ture, nncl preachecl unto hinl Jesus. Ancl
as the¡' \\'ent on their r,ay, they carne
unto a certain $¡ater: ancl the eunuch
said, See, here js l'ater: n'hat cloth
h.intlel nre to be baptizecl? Ancl Phililr
saicl, jf thou 'bclievest n ith all thine
herrrt, thou rnayest. AniI he ansrvered
ancl ,s:rid, I believc that Jesus ChrisL
is the Son of Gocl. ¡\ncl he conuuandcd
the chariot to st¿rrcl still: ,and the¡-'
rverrt dovn, both irrto the 'nzr"tcr',
lioth Phitip ancl the cunnch;
ancl he baptizecl hirn. AncL n'hen
they n ere come up out of the 'n aterr thc
Spirit of the Lorcl czrught a\\.ay Phili¡i,
that the eunuch satv hirn no rnore: ancl"
he rvent on his n,ay rejoicing." It must
have been gretrt joy to the eunuch to see
the wonderfuì porver of Gotl clenronstr,¿rt-
cd to him.

The three ITe'lrren- children l'ere c¿sL
into the fiery furn¿rce he¿rtecl severÌ
bintes ht¡ttel tharr nt¡ed.ed to bcr. I be-
lieve it n-¿rs Gocl's purposes that ¿rll
that rvas done, as rvell ¿rs Daniel c¿rst
into the ljonls clen, that he rnig'ht shorv
his Tron'er, his rvorrderful might¡- lio\yer
so ruirch srr¡rcrior to the liing rrnd ,irli
his princes, g'o\/ernors, captains, ìutlges,
tleasurers, counselors, sheriffs and alÌ
the rulers of his provinces. Theil' po\\:ei
n'as uothing corìrpared to D¿rniel's GocL.(The hing ansn-ered uu-to D¿rniel, ancl
said, Of ¿r trutlh it is, that ¡-our Gorl
is a God of gocls, ,¿ìncl a Lord of hings,
and a reve¿tler of secrets, seeing thon
<'onlclest re.vcal this secl'et.:' f)¿ut. 2:47.
"Therefor'e bec¿rttse the ìiirrg's t,olrìtrr¿uìd-

ment n'as urgent, and the furnace ex-
r:eeding hot, the flame of the fire slen-
those men that tooh up Shzrclrach, Ife.
sh:rch, ancl Abed-rrego. Äncl these three
rìren, Shaclrach, Meshach, and Äbecl-
lego, fell clown bountl into ühe midst
ofl the burning fiery furnace. ll'hen
l{e}:nch¿rclnezz¿t"r L}re liing n-as astonisì-
ed, zrncì. 'rose up in haste, and spalie,
'ancl s¿ricl unto hiscounsellors, Diclrvenot
r:'ast three rnen bouncl into the nlidst of
the fire? They ans'n.erec1 ¿rrrcl said untr-r
the liing, True, O l<ing. TIe ans'n-eretl
and said, Lo, I see four rnen loose, (It
seenìs that by this time the hing l<nerç
that the God of the three }Icbrerl- chil-
clren \\¡¿ìs ¿r porr.e rful God, the onlr-
Gotl, thc true Goct. ) rvalliing in thi¡
uriclst of the fire, and the¡' ,have no
hu,rt; ancl the form of the fourth is lilie
thc Son of Gocl. (1)o rve not bclievc trh¿rb
it ryas the Lorcl Jesus Christ l'ith theni
6hat recLeemed them frorn the fier¡. .f11'-
ntrce?) ll'hen l{ebuchad.nezzar catìte neAr
to the nrouth of the ìr'urning fier.v fur-
D¿ùce, ancl spalie, arrd said, Shadrach,
IIeshach, ¿rncl Abed-nego, I'e servants of
the ruost high' Gocl, come forth, ancl
corne hither. Then Shaclrach, Meshach.
ancl Abecl-nego c¿uile forth of the midst
of the firc. Ancl úhe princes, go.r,ernors,
irttd calrtains, and the l<ingts counseìlors,
being girtherecl together, s¿t\\' thes,r
rìren., lll)orl n'hose 'boclir¡s the fire harl
no po\\'et', not' l\ras ¿ul hair of thejr'
heacl sin.gecl, neither rvere their co¿rts
changed, nor the srnell of fire hacl ¡rass-
r:cl orì thenl. llìhcn Nebuch¿rdnezz¿rr
ßpulie, arrd saitl, Rlessed be the Gocl of
Shtrclrach, Ileshach, ancl .\bed-nego, l.h{r
hath sent his arìgel, ¿rncl d.eljverecl ìis
ser"r'¿uts th¿rt trustecl in hinl, ,and har-e
changecì. ,the kirrg's word, ¿rnd. r'jelclcd
their bodies, that the¡' ¡11i*'ht not serve
'nor n'orship any Gocì. except their on'rr
Gocl. Therefore I rnake a decree, thab
e\rer)' people, ntrtion, an.cl Ja,nguage,
rt'hich sl.reirh tur¡.tliing ¿ruriss ,irgainst the
God ofl Shatlrtrch, r\{eshzrch, aud r\becl-

i
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rego, shall ,be cut in pieces, ¿rncl theit
houses shall be rnad.e a dung'hill: be
cause there is no other Gocl th¿rt c¿ur
clelir.er after this sort." llan. :i:22-29
"I thought it goocl to shorv the signs
ancl $¡orìders that the high God hath
n'roug'ht ton-¿rrcl nre. I{ow grea.t are his
signs ! ancl hon' rnight¡' are his n'onders I

his kingdoll is ¿rn e'r'erlasting kingclonr,
¿rnd. his dominion is fronr generation t<r
genera,tion." I)an. 4:2-3. .(And at th,'
crrcl of the cla¡.s I Nebuchadnezztt: fift-
ed up lline eì'es unto heaveu, ancl rrrirrrr
turderstanding returnecl urrto nre, ttnd I
blessed the nrost l{ig'h, and I praised
a,ncl honored hirn that liveth for t¡r'et..
tvhose dominion is ¿rn er-erlastirrg clo-
rninion, ancl his liingdortr is frorn Í<'eneriì-
tion to generation: Ancl ¿rll the inh¿bi-
tants of the e¿r'th are rel.ruted as loth-
jng: zrnd hc doeth accord.ing to his l-ill
in the arìììy of heirven, and rrrrrorrg tùr
inhabitants of the earth: and nore c¿uì
stay his hancl, or sa,y unto hirn, \\rh¿t
rloest thou?" I),an. 4:34-i15. God's l-on-
derful rnight¡- por\¡et' h¿rd beerr deurol-
stratecl to the liing, Nebuchadrrenaz\y.
'I.hen the liing comrr¿rncled ald thei-
brought l)aniel, and. c¿rst hiul into the
clen of lions. I(ing l3eìshazzar l.as thc'
scrn of lring Nebuch¿tdnezr,ar n-ho th,rcu-
the three l{ebrer- chilclren into the
fier¡' furr¿lce. (rln that night l.¿rs Bcì-
siJtazz¿tr the ìring of thc Chalcleans sl¿in.
ír.ud l)arius the ÙIedi¿rn tooli the ìiing--
dour, beiug ¿rbout three scclre ¿rncl tn'o
.\'eals olcl." I)¿rn. 5:lj0-31. l)¿rrius is th¡l
liing that put Daniel in the lion's clell.
''Norv tltc ìiing s¡rulie ancl s¿ricl unto
l)ttnieì, thy , God tvhottt thou sert'est

' corrtinualì¡', he l'jìI deliver thee.t' ((Äud
rvherr hr: calne to the clen, he cried 'n'ith
¿r l¿r.ruent¿rble voioc unto l)¿miel : ancl
the liing sptrhe alcl said. to l)a,niel, O
I)a,rfel, serv¿rnt of the living Gocl, j,r
tìlv (iotl n-hour thou serr-est cuntinrral
lr'. ¿rìrle to delir-er thee fronl the liorrsì'
'lherr saicl D¿nie-l unto the ìiirrg, O liing,
live for evcr. II¡- Gocl h¿rth sent his an-

gel, and hat'h shut the lion's nìouths'
auct the¡- ha't'e not hurt rtte : fore¿rsuluch
irs before him innocelì-ce \\r¿ts founcl in
ue; ancl ¿lso before thee, O liing, havc
I clone no hurt. then rvas the l<ing ex-
oeecling glzrd for hirn,',and corìlrìì¿lnd.e(l
that the¡' should tahe l)'aniel up out ofi
l"he den. So l)aniel n'¿rs t¿lien up otrt of
the clen, ancl no nlanner of hurt rvas
fourrtl u¡ron hittt, because he believed in
Gotl. Arxl the hing conunand-ecl and the¡-
brought those ruen n'hich hacl accused
I)arriel, ¿rncl they cast theru into thil
den of lions, thettt, theil chilclren, atrd
thei.r n'ives; zrnd. the ìions h'acl the ru¿rs-

terv of thein, ancl bralie ¿ll their bones
irr l.rieces or et'ér the¡- canre at the bot-
born <lf the d.en. then liing D¿rrius rvrot¿l
uuto ¿tll people, nations, and- languages,
tha,t dn ell in all thé earth; Peace be
ruultJpliecl unto ;-ou. I rn'alie ¿r d.ecrce.
th¿t in ever-ï clonrinion of ur¡' liingd.tttti
ruen trentble aud fear before thc God ofi

Daniel: for he is the living (ìotl, ancl
stedfast for ever, and. his hingtlonr thttt
vhich shall not be clestro.red, and his
cloininion shatl be e\¡en urto the end'
He d.elir-ereth ¿tnt1 rescueth, ancl he
rvorheth. signs and \Yonders in he¿rven

¿lrrd, iu earth, r'ho hath clelivercd
I)¿rniel froru the porVer of the lions."
I)an. 6 :20:27 . this sarne Gocl, the God
th¿t cleliverecl l)¿rniel fronr the lions
clerr js the onl¡' truc and liviug God
r-ho h¿rs all pon'er that I Jrelieve ancl
ho¡;e I put all nì¡r f,¡o*¡ 'tt' I believe
that this God, I),aniel's God fronr tht'
begirurilrg, predestinated ¿rll things,
(ancl I nlean all not just a lrart) alrt'l
has pol-er to bling nll things to ltitssjust as hc has purposed. for the goocl of
¿rll his elecb th¿rt lor.c hiln beoause htt
f irst ìovecl us, and to his honor antl
gìrlr'¡-. Ile nlill be unto theur a God, an<l
thev rviìì be unto him a lreo¡rle, and-rvill
rvilì sing praises to his hoh' name 'r.
that hol¡- cit¡', Ne¡, Jerlsa,lcm, for et'er'
¿rnd eyclr. Ämen. It'rom a brother in hope
of eternal iife. F. T.,. OOX
1330 Mt. HoIIy St., El Dorado, Ark.
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SrcNs on' Trrn ftlrns, I)run Btnlrrrnnx.
I Ì¡¿rve just learnecl of the passing of
cLear Elder l)oclson on Dec. 19. So nar)'
h¿rd expressed ¿l foncl rvish that he
x'ould recoyer, but the great Giver of
e\¡er)- good and. perfect gift hacl rreed. fot'
him on the Celestial Str¿rncl. I harl just
sent hinl an article nhich he ntaY or
na¡' not have received on the eve of his
heavenl.v call. 'I.he genera'l therne of that
¿lrticle rvas ììrr trip to llbenezer' (lhurch
in tsaltinrore three Jrearrs ¿lgo, ancL the
f¿rct tha,t of those present that day Elcl-
crs Wallier, llo1l1'riug, Yutrg,hn antl Lef'
fel'ts hacl ,all gorre to their etèrn¿rl horne.
Little rlid I dreaul that cLe¿u' Btothel'
l)oclson x'c¡ulcl join therl so s(x)rÌ.

l. first nret Iìlcler l)odson at Grctrr¿r.
\¡a. in 1940 antl "n-as blessetl to hear
hìnr preach ¿rt l)urh¿ulr, N. ('. ¿uld other'
1rla,ees. I shall rìe\¡er forget his therne,
((Il,aithr Tïope ancl Oharit¡-," but thrr
greatest of these is charit¡', ancl hol- I
love that la,tter entity. there is noth-
ing lilre charit¡', the pelfect love of Gocl.
One of the greatest shocks of tnv life
n'as lrhen I received a letter frorn Miss
N¿rouli \\rilliar-rrs, teacher in l)¿rnvilìe¡
\,'a. stating th,at Brother Doclson had
passed on. Wherever I n-¿ts ¿ssociatecl
rvith hiru I aìrvays found. hinr saintìr-,
Clhrist lilie ancl enclorved nith slriritual
n'isclour: I shall curntimre to treasure
llv fond ¿ssociation n'ith hint. Jtrst 'r
fen l-eelis ago I receiyecl an invit¿ttion
to be n-ith hiln in his selriices in the
¡e$r {orli Ohurch, rrncl non- on e¿l'th I
shall ,see hiln lro rìrore, but I feel as-
surecl:that he lives ou. 'Ìhe spirit re-
tulns unto GocL n-ho gar.c it, cloes not
die, ì ir-es on ño is it true of ¿rll the
hretrvenl¡- host. Believing childreu live
rin. \\¡ithin lecent n'eehs I h¿rye been
called to speali in tnemory of tn'o d.e¿rr
rninisters and I ¿rn sure each of thos¿
live orr in s¡ririt ¿lnd in tl'uth.

.I. thinh it nrost fi'tting th¿rt Iìltler'
f)odson usetl faith a,s tlie basis of his

"Ne-$' Ye¿rrs Greetingr" ¿rnd th¿rt he hacl
used ((I:ove, Mercy ¿rnd Grace," cluring
the I'ast three ¡'ears. IIe 'was n-onderful
ì_1'blessed in giving us the funclanent¿rls
of faith for 1951. l{ever l\¡rìs ¿r l)en rìr()r'e
ßpiritually used as he ¡rointecl out to us
the card.intrl principles of that h.eavenl.ç
therne. We c¿rn ¿rlnost stand on lone
Nebo's Mount ancl cast our slriritual
ej'es on (l¿naanls f¿rir ancl h:r¡rpv lancl
n'here our: clear brother has goue. lla¡-
lljs l'ritirrgs continuc to ernbellish our'
spiritual re¿rhns ancl guicì.e us into the
wa.\'s of 'all truth. None of us coulcl
belieye that I-¡ester l)od.son n'as ahva¡'s
free fronl error'. ;\ll rnaìre ntistalies, brrt
n:e clo feel to linon- that he n'as ntost
certuinl¡ inspirecl iu the 20th ccntulr'
to guicle ns on in Ìreavenl¡' paths, .I.rttì¡-
his llerr glcanecl unf¿'ûhoulable turths for
ulort¿rl rììaÍ. ll'he n¿rttrr'¿rl Itt¿nr retr¿ir'-
eth not the things ofl the Sltirit of Goil:
neither can he l<non- them unless he btt
spirituall¡' discernetl.

I)uring 118 .rears great tuerr of Gorl
bave n'ritten for the rStgrr,s antl s-e fcel
r;h¿t he rvill uever le¿n'e hitlself n-ith<nrt,
tu l-itness.\\rho l.ill bear Elder l)otl-
son's nl¿lntle tinle alonc rvill tell, but
rve sut'elr. believe He s-ill contiuue t<t
inspire n'r'iters n'ho n'iìl galnish thc
pages of the dear olcl rS'iglir.s n'ith il-
lirui'tablc thoughts flonr the God of lolc.
Yes, he n-ilì corrtiutte to feecl us r-itìr
th¿rt blessed he¿rvenl.r- rìì¿ììln¿t reser"t-etl
¿rlole to the sorrs of glace. f['ht'l'e tttit¡-
not be a Beebe, I)trt,ârtcl, Chitli, I{er,
Leffelts or l)ods<¡n, but he n-ilì r¿rise
lrl) a. plolthet n'ho sh¿rll t:orrtirnre t<r

clr. out salr'¿ttiorr is alone of the I.iord,
¿lncl- unclerneath ¿rre the everlasting^ '
¿rlnìs. l-es, he guicles on, he never lu¿llies
¿r mist¿rlie. Pelfect in ever')-thing. Hol-
n-ise and lr-onderful is he frortl tittle;s
¿rncient until the unfold.ing of the last
ch'all¿l on the screen.

(lìlder') J. .1. (--rOLL[-\S
Lillie, La.

INr,u. J. Il. Ilutcnss, f)nrti Rnotnnn Ix
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Hopp: I received your good and very
highly zrppreciatile letter rvith con,tribu-
tion enclosed. I appreciate your very
errcouraging¡ and helpful remarlis, cott-
cerning the little book, "Gospel Conr-
nìents." I ¿rm t'efy unrvorth¡ of
the encoura,gernent th¿t, the brethren
have given rne regarding it. I hopc
ancl feel in mr' ¡roor heart tha,t i,t is the
g,^ospel truth, at least in a lneasure. T
linon- that it is no't perfect ancl th¿rt
trothing is th¿t pertains to this nlorta,l
exísterrce, but I hope f have been.
brought to believe in a Gocl that is per-
fect in e\¡er.v respect, ancl is the
sovereign Oreator, Ruler ancl Dislroser
of all things both visible ancl invisible.
,Such a belief is to me a great con-
solation, ¿rs un'rvorthy as I feel in this
confession I n'ould. not'exchange (if I
couJcl) this ho¡re that I trust Goel has
gi'ven ìlìe in this g'lorious, eterrnal,
solereign, unchangeable and. all ¡ros-er-
ful God. fol 'all this n'orld. and. ten
more like it if it n'ere possible.

Our blessed. Sayior is soon to corne
and u'ill no,t tarry, ancl I iong for his
coming, i f I knonr rny poor heart,
vhen n'e sh¿rll be changed, fortned. and
fashionecL lihe to hiis gì:orious bod.¡', be
lihe hirn ancl rvith him ¿rnd. ,¿tll his re-
deerued. saints out of ever.y kindrecl, na-
tion, lreolrle a,ncl tongue under hcat'en.
\\¡hat ¿r n-ond.erful ¿rssociation 'that rvill
be. llhen l-e n'ill not talie the parting
b¿rnd as n-e do hele in this dying rnor-
tati't¡.; there n'ill be no mor'e sin, sor-
r.or\', pain, trouble or cleath; no câres.
llovert-v, or nlortgages to harass us.
I\¡hat ¿r n-orrclerful thing it n'ill be ! I\Iost
glorious is rny thought tha,t there I'ill
be no rnore sin to cause IIis poor cast
dolyn ones to falJ, cr'¡' ancl beg in sn-eat,
tea,rs and ¿ìgonJ', but rvonderful thtluglrt
n'hen he shall sa)' cotne ¡-e blessed, in-
hclit the liingdorn pteparecl for )-ou
fronl the founcl¿rtion of the n-orld; en-
tt-'r t lou into the joys of th¡- Lortl, itutl
these shall go ¿t\y¿ìy into et.erlastinu

life. the anticipation of it is too n'ou-
clerful to describe; rvhzrt n'ill the reaÌiú¡'
of it be? I)¿n'id saicl, "Such knon'led.ge
is too n-ond.erful for rne; it is hig'h, T
c¿r,nn.ot attain unto it."

I onì¡'intendecl to thanli you for' -vour
goocl .trncl encourzrging letter, ancl th..t
contribution r-o'u sent. Ma¡- it be the
n'ill of the precious ancl blessecl Lorcl
to conlfort, lieep and. preserye us blarne-
Iess unto his hetrvenl.v Ír.n:d glorious
liingdour (n'hie,h is soon to cnure) is
lr)- pral,er . ¿rnd. desire for Je.sus' salie.
Illease pra¡- for me if ¡-ou find it in
¡'our heart t<i do so, I feel to be one
of thc nlost neecl¡', sinful ¿ulcl un-
n'orthl'.

I irnl not sure but I rn¿rv have uret
r-ou. f rvas in Martinslille anil ¿trnon.[{
ehurches dose ¿rrouncl there sever¿rl
.\-e¿rrs ,ago rvith Iìlclers Silies, \Yyatt,
Httchels ancl others, and h¿rve beerr
tlrrough there once since. I hare been
to seyc'ral Associations all through thzrt
country sever,¿rl times. I went to thc
Saìeul Association nea,r \\¡inston-Salenr
this ¡-ear (1950) but cLid. not arri't,e utt-
til Suncltr"l' or did hear ¿ little of one
discourse Saturday evening.

Ifa¡' Gocl blcss you and ìead )-ou orÌ
throug'h this n-or'lcl of sin and sorrrorv,
ancl b.v his nl¿rtchless lovc', urerc¡- ant.l
gracc en¿ble rou to looli to hinr for all
both here and hereafter as he is the
soluce of alì our benefits, curnforts ancl
consolations. Your yer) ün\-orth-v brotlr-
t¡r in hopc of continued rìlerc)-.

(Iìlder) R. \\r. RÌIODES

Route 1, La,rnbertville, N. J.
Drun Iìlrrorrs on rrrn SrcNs: Tt is ¡rast
tjrne for lne to rene\\- m-v subscritrltiott.
Hope I aul rrot late fol rn¡- I)ecenber
issue o'f the rSigrr,s of the Titnes. I h¿rve
been blessecl s'ith much gootl r'eading
tlrrong'h' ((7tion.'s Irandrtrìt'li,t' ttlttt,rtg-

ments" and, nurnerous copies of the
Siqns fbr three or four ¡-eârs. When l
ìrrrve finjslLcrl le¿rclilrg therrr I t:arr re.
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-.read as theJ' seeìn not to krsc¿ their

savor, and are often rnóre profitable af-
ter re-reading.

If the Lolcl rvills I n.oulcl lihe to
rvrite some of rìry marlJ¡ blessings. Some-
times I feel I shoulcl heep them with-
in, trnd ,¿rt tines I n'ould. just rejoice
in telling the rvorlcl rvhat rvonders the
Lord h¿ts dorre for me. I har.e no gift to
quote scripture, but I feel I have seen
rnanv beautiful acts in God,'s creation,
¿rnd. also have been given to feel ancl
see where f n.as'once rnuch afflictecl ancl
at the time very painful to me. Non I
am blessed. beyond linowing holr it has
all come about. Yes indeecl, I strugglecì.
and n'ishecl rvithin myself, but to-da.v
I coulcl nevelr rvish for any be;tter than
rny Lord planned and directecl. In his
way there is everlasting strength, but
in rny rvay (the ftesh) I coulcl not even
exist r¡ithout him. I fincl rnyself in the
valley at times and. the rivers seen to be
tlriecl. "Ile giveth snorv lihe rvool,tt etc.
Psalms 147:16-18. Then I feel to bon
clown in thankfulness and. praise. Of-
ten rvhen I 'nronder if ever he rvill come
to rne again I am given a drearn rvhich
,raises rne out of the depùh, ,and. opens
my hea,rt to the blessed truth, then
again I seern to live. I rnight sa¡', if I
should-'rvrite a1l the cl,rearns I have been
given, it could le¿¡.r'e an o¡rening for¡
cloubts, but I ha'r,e not a doubt for the,y
¿ùre ¿rll rnarl<ed in my forehead er.en
though the¡. nlay leaye me for a¡'hile I
am often rerrrind.ed. of them ancl feel to
gi'r'e thern consicleration.

In early .April of '49 I ¿rrrolie orrc
ruorning b¡. feeling the presence of ¡
clove on rny beclpost. My fi'rst thought
rvâs a rnessenger, but 'vhat for? A feri.
hou,::s later I got a call frorn Hopervell
that Eld.er \raughn lvas very lorv. l{ot
:rnâny clays after his cleath I s¿ln' in ¿r

dream trvo graves side by side and cor
ered -n'ith pure rvhite snorv in the north-
east coÌ'nor of Ilopervell Oernetery. I
uwoke cailing Elder \rauglm tn'íce.

these clreams brought rne clorvn in the
valley ¿rs I rvas very heavy of heart to
think I hacl not gone as I rnig'ht have
clone to llopewell Church. I hacl ¿l rnint-l
¿rnd clesire to go before the church,
but it rvas not for me to c1o so. Norv I
r\¡as renrorseful ancl that seened. to car'-
ry rne on for I rv¿s given ;strength to
go before the church irr early June 1949
after attencling the Association ¿rt
Southampton. Elcler Bellol's oâme to
Hopervell ,the Sunrlay after the Asso-
ciation. I felt that I was not s.orthJ' to
be accepted, but that n'as and. hacl beerr
m)¡ clesire for sonetirne. Shortl¡' after
I rvas baptizecl I awohe one rnorning
seeing the Bible open to the fifth chap-
ter of DeuteronomJ'. I was startlecl for
so little d.id. I hnorv of Bible scriptur.:
or even,the cornmand.rnents-sharneful
Irìe. The first thought rvas honor thr.
father and. thy rnother which l arn sure
norv is the fifth one. Later on ¿rnother
rnorning on as.akening (or it n'ohe me)
T hearcl it saicl, thou art the seecl of
Abraharn. ltrach ,¿rnc1 every d.rearn seems
srveet to me, and to me are rvortih con-
sidering. Three nights ago Elder \raughn
rr.as agr.rin n'ith nre. I n'as resting ny
head, against his forelegs just above the
¿lnliles. 'I'hey seemed. so big ancl strong
,and crossecl at the anliles. ',llhat too'li
rne to 'the 147th Psa.hn ugain, \rerses
9-11, "Ife giveth to the beast his foocl,
ancl to the young rrì\¡ens n-hich cr)'.
I{e detighteth not in the strengtlt of
the horsc: he t¿rlieth not pleasure in the
ìegs of ¿r llr¿trn. thc Lord talieth l.rlerr-
strre irr them that fear hitn, iu those-
tha,t hopc in his nìercv." I anr giverr
to feel Gocl's strength or foocl unas gi'l'en
throug'h Elcler \raughn. Legs are iì
founda,tion, pillars and. means of goilrg
forth of rvhich I rvas iiftecl up througlr
hirn b,v God's merc.y ancl grace. If this
all seem:s suall to ¡-o'u I hope "\'ou n'ill
forgive rìro fol tahing r'our' ¡rreci<lus
{,ime fron the good tli'at Gocl has givr:n
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¡-ou to do. A sister in precious hope.
lMrs.) MARION II. MIILHOLI"ANI)

3347 Tutwilel Ave., Memphis, Tenn.

I)n¡t BnDrnnnN: I feel I lllust n rite
1'ou agzrin a,ncl trv in ln¡' \i ea,k rr-a)'
to exlrress the jo¡- f leceivecl n-hile, ancl"
a, long tine after, reaclirrg -vour eclito,rial
in the Jun.e issue of the fligtts on ¿ù cer-
tain noblenan. (I-,uke 19:12-13) Oh
that I had n'orcls of expression to praise
0ìlr Gocl for the great love he hath
bestorved ul)on nì¿ìn, er-en before hc rvqs
e'r'er brought forth this great preorea-
tion n-as ntad-e, alrl hon' hc so n'onder'-
full.v rna,lies himself linon'n to his ìit-
tlc ones along life's n-a¡': hot- gentl.-v hc
leads and guides then into all truth:
ho'n' n-e do trelnble and. rejoice n'hen he
operìs the sccret chamber of our' hearts
ttnd bids 'us looli &n-av from this u'or'ld
ancl see the salr-¿rtion of the Lord. \\'hat
a, gìacl surprise it r\-¿ìs to Z,acchaeus
\.hen Jesus seeing him, bid hin ((nl¿lie
haste, ancl corne don'n; for to-cìl¡- T

urust ¿bide at th"1' houst'." il'he cllrr- harl
coÌne, the appointecL tinle for hiru to
tal<e u¡r his abode in the heart ancl soul
of Zztcchaeus. I)o n'e not zrll climb just
as hig'h ,as ottr inraginations n'ill c¿ìr'ì'.\-
us 'u-hen u'e hear about Jesus, n'ith rr

desire to sec hiril ? \\'e irnlnecliateì)' br,-
gin to get out and. aì:ove the pìace r-tr
are in so \\-e rna¡- '¡¡et n'here \\'e calr
see hinr, not re¿r,lizing rvhere he i's to
bc fountL; and. to our surlrrise l'hcn he
finds us l'e ¿ìre brnught don-n a.nd loo'li
up to sec hinl; and that js not the lasr
tiule n'e har.e to couìe do\\-n, this oìcl
n¿rture l-e.hale to contend. l'ith so ìottg
rrs life lasts, is er-er read¡' to rise ¿rnd
lcason against the truth, :ancl confuses
rrs urrtil \\-e are tr¡-ing again to cl-inlìr
the s¡.oaurore -tree, feeling rvc ¿lre so
hiclden n'ith the surrounclìng¡ that rve
nrust rnalie ¿rnlends antL do sornethilt¡¡
about it, or hc nright lear-e trs thert'
fir die. l¡incling rr'e cannot do that, rve
\\'onder i.f rve ever sa,rv hinl ¿rt rrll l c\-eìì

rvish for our burden bach that rre might
l'atch and see rnore closelv rvhen ancl
horv it left us. \\¡e non'have .1 burdened
rnind, but not .the one \ye lvere c:ìrr,\--
ing at the beginning, no it is gone and
tve cannot finrl it, neither c¿uÍ rve find
who said. he n'ould abitle n'ith us, he ìs
gone trìso ancl l-e cannot find hiul. -{las !

rrre begin to read our Bible ancl fincl
it to sa¡', t'Se¿rrch the scriptures; for in
them ¡'e thinh -ve have eternal life: nnrl
thev are they rvhich testify of me." \\¡e
find n"here the poor publican could llot
er-en raise his eyes tou'ard. heat-en, but
snrote upon" his breast and said, "God bc
merciful to ure ¿ sinner." I{e u'ent dorvn
justified rather than the pharisee thab
stood ¡iraying '¿urd th¿[liin¡4^ Gocl that hc
rvas rrot e\¡eq ¿ts this poor publican, not
realizing th¿rt, in this yer.1' ,creaturrt rv¿l,s
ìricl the rììost prccious thing th¿rt eve;'
came clon'n to earth. Oh, tlie blcssecl
Son of the llather', stancling ¿rs a I'alnì,r
slain before time began. Jesus s-as ttr
come in due time to redeem it.

Bacli in the læginning rvhen Adanr
aud lìr'e partooli of the forbidden fruit,
ancl. became n,ise to linon' goocl and evil,
lest ther, ,also pa,rtake of the tree oi'
life and liye forever, thel' n'ere ¡rut orrt
¿urd that i,s not all, there \\'as a flanri:rg^
slrcrcl placed there turning er.er¡' n-r,1.
to lieep the tree of life. Notice the all
thing* n'orliing for the goocl of his peo-
ple. the¡- ¿rre the onì¡' ones that rvil I

er-er be ¿llorvecl to parûtrlie of this trec,
¿rntl thel c¿rnnot reach forth and tahe
it of theruscl'r'es, but as time unfolds llr:
,\r'orlis his soyerign 'n'iì1.

Looli what is found in the t'n-o first
bo_vs that '$'ere born, Oain ancl Abe[.
I,'or Äbel's offering Gocl had reslrcct,'but for (r¿rin's he did not. ll'he gre,at
n.orli of Gocl n'as rnahing its appear-
¿lnce in this n'orlcl and h¿rd e\rer beer.
\\lho c¿n deny this truth, and on tlorl-n
to the present tirne it cannot be ¡rrur-er'l
he is still not u.orking ail' things firr'
tlrc gootl of llis peopJe. \Ire clo hr4rc t<r
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agree that faith 'rvithout s'orks is deacl,
as the Iìlcler used. to s,ayr but u'e believe
it is God vorking in ¡'ou that exercises
that faith to pr,ocluce the 's'orks th¿rt
¿re ryell pleasing in his sight. We of-
ten, n'hen exarnining ourself, are '!von-
dering if rr'e really have the faith rve
clailu to h¿rve. When trials oorne upon
us in unexpectecl rva,ys hon' we feel to
stagger' 'at them, and until .something is
clone for us we cannot find a rvay to
exercise that feeling rr.e hacl cattd¿ falttr.
We find it is sealed.

I rvill quote a very d.ear brother s'hen
he u.as here for a serious operation not
many years ,ago. He said he had" triecl
to pray for God to give hiln a recon-
ciled rnind (which I feel rvoulcl really
mean faith), before time for the op-
oration. IIe saicL the d.ay clrerv near, the
rnorning carne, and, he clid. not have the
lreaceful mind. he had d.esired. the Lord
to give him. They'came to tahe him to
the operating room ancl he rvas thinli-
ing, it is time to go and" no answer to
my prayer, but he said when they plac-
ed. him on the stretcher it came. Oh,
the joy and peace of that exercising
power that overshadol'ecl that p,recious
brothern'as incleecl s'ond.erful, 'ancl $'as
still shining in his countenance so
srveetly as he tried to tell us rvho hacl
gone to see him. We felt it rvas goocl
to be there for he uras d.eclaring Jesus
the u,ay, the truth, ancl the life, our all,
our e\¡ery help in time of need, ancl that
according to his own purpose ¿nd grace.

I do not enjoy or feel contfortecl to
say, utrless rve exercise f¿ith ,its othet'
gifts it rvill shrinh, to leave it that "rva¡-

c¿tsts a shadorv on the perfection of
the L¡ord' In one place the scripture
read.s, have you anything you dicl not
receirre? It is a beautiful thing to see
brethren exercised in different gifts that
have been given them. We are tolcl
not to covet our brother's gift rvhich
I sornetirnes foar I do, but th¿rt does
not seem to mean 1ye are able to do

these things as we desire, nor do I be-
lieve one rvho has the rnore serving
aliility can fail to exercise the gift anil
honor the great God of heaven. Ite
'does not -want to lay claim to a part
of it for surely he has been taught iong
before this that all the glory belongs
to God, forwe have lea,rnerl by triecl
experience horv rve are sure to fall if
rve thinh we have learned. a' way to
help.

I hope I have experiencecl at least
sgrne of these things that I have triecl
to write about, ,although I have thought
I woulcl never burd.en' you or any of
the brothers or sisters rvit'h my poor
çoatterecl thoughts again. I rvish to sa,v
m¡' husband ancL l get much cornfort
frorn reatling the Si,gtr,s. 1'he rììany
rvriters and the ecLitorials frorn all the
staff are n'onderful ind.eecl, ¿lncl u'e hopt¡
n'e feel thankful to GocI for the m,any
gifts he has in store for his chilclren.
We feel uncleserving ancl um'orth¡' of
it all, but his grace in tencler mercJ
bestorvs such manifold blessings on our
heads, n'ho can refrain from saying :l
little in praise to his ad,olable nane.
Oh for a. thousand tongues to prnaist:
hirn. I have not rvritten this for publica-
óion so clo not hesitate to cast it into
the lvaste basket. May Go<l bless you in
b¿rshet ancL in store ancl all u'ho thinli
ol his narììe,

(Mrs.) I,UTIIEÌì OAMPRIìLL

233 Monroe St., Cãmd.en, hrk.
I)n,q.n Eorron -a.ND RDADDRS or¡ T-tnt
SrcNs: M¡' rnincl to-clay is in srveet
rneditation of the things of the spirit
of the true 'and. living Gocl, if incleed it
ever has. I feel to hlou', if not rvoefullv
deceivecl, the sins and. transgressions of
the descend,ants of Adam is what has
brougùt qs all into the chaos \\re are
no$' in, ancl all that rve Ìrave done ol
e\¡ef can do of oulselrres can ne\rer bring
lelief in ¿r,nJ' 1\¡¿r)' whatever. But ther
Itoly sacrifice He liimseif ih¿th rnacle jn
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t'he complete sacrifice of his onlr-
darling Soo hath forever sanctifieil
thern that ¿rre his. Something l-ants to
h¿n'e us believe there is soruething n c
cân do, sornething l\¡e cnn perforrr,
since 'sre have been borrr of the Spirit,
that n-ill rnerit and bring God's bless-
ings d.ou'n upon us if rve u'ill. Such
reasoning as this is indeed. so pl,zrusible
to our ca'r'n¿rl rninds \\'e are not able
to reject it, but rvhile I clo so truì¡- bc-
lic've in the obeclience to the command.-
urclts and statutes of our. God, I un-
derst¿nd. the testiurony of the spirit
ancì. pon'er of the holy God, to bear I'it-
ness u'ith the spirit of hirn n'ho has lruthis spirit I'ithin his spirituall.v born
chiiclren is n'hat gi'r-es us to undr'.r.-
stancl ancL believe on his û¿ìnìe, a,nd t<r
c¿rll them out of d.arhness into thc glori-
ous lig'ht arrd libert¡- of his clear Son.
Oh honr conrp,letel¡. has this hol¡' sacri-
fice frced us fi'orn the la'n' of sin rrnd cleath,
¿lnd non. to heep the comlnand.nrents as
taught 'us is to sacrifice praise ancl
thanhsgiving to his blessed. narne fol,
the free gift of his lo've and letrd.er:ship,
not into sin but out of it and in the
lrtrth of 'righteousness and. obedience t<.r

his commandments and bless his detrr.,
sn'eet lìarìre. IIe says he calls thenr out,
he puts theru forth, and. he goes be-
fore them and they follo'w' hinl. Non'herrt
h¿n'e I ever . found rvithin the tcstirnon¡-
of his living l'ord. rvhere he h¿rs saicl
he woulcl do this if his children rvould
become n illing ,¿rnd. let hinl : liut to
th.e contrary I see and understand irr
mJ' rneditations of his blessed testi-
rììolì,\', ¿rnd ¿r s\rreet corìsol¿ì,tio[ in m-v
soul ¿rnd mind, bearing l'itness to the
things as he t¿kes them antl shon-s thenr
to rne. Oh, is not this the work of our
God? ft is marvelous in our e¡-es, and
it lifts our souls ancl rninds to praise
his hol;' ancl blessed- name instead of
our rvanting to go on into sin ¿rnd the
rrviìs of the old satani'c ntrture; it
c¿r,usss us to see the exceeding sinful-

ììess of sin in our mernbers, rvarring
trgainst the lan- of our rnind., and bring-
ing us into calrti'r.it;- to the lan' of sin
rvhich is in our rnernbers. Ifon' .w-retch-
ecl \\re feel and. do so of,ten inquire((rr-ho shall deliver me from the body
of this cle¿rth?" Again let me say in m¡'
su-ecrt rneditations that all deliverance
is through the death and. sufferings ancl
final resurrection of rny blessed I_,orcl,
rvho sits on the throne of his majesty
¿t the rigùt hand of the trrather rvhere
he i:s alive foreyerrnore, and maketh in-
tercession for the saints according to
the s'ill of the trlather.

I)ear r:e¿t,der, irr my feeble way :I
h¿rr.e tried. to set forth a \¡erJ' progres-
sive rvor'li of faith and good n'orhs, and
Clhristian duty all perfornecl by Irirn
rvho has begun the rvorh in his, d.ear
lleople who n'ere given hirn in covenant
of redemp,tion before the world $'as, alrrl
the¡. ¿ùre his 's'orkmanship, Fnd his
rvorli is perfect, rvorking in his people
to rvill a,nd. to clo of his good pleasure.
these things are the r'orks so clearl¡'
set forth to nle in his tlea,r people,
ancL I long and try to see if f ha.rc
right to lay clairn on such srveet and.
lrrecious prornises. My God has allowed
rne ¿ little, s\\reet hope through faith
,and by gr¿rce ancl God',s electing lor.e;
and not in any n ise throug'h any rnerit
lcf nr¡' orvn that rììy natne is written in
the booli of the life of the I-,amb str¿rin
frorr the foundation of the lyorld..
'I'herefore, I fincl a deep and. loriging
dcsire to praise hint for his manifolcl
and unspeakable blessings in giving rnc
to hope and trust his grzLce. May ht:
give us faith, lig.ht and understanding
to looli up to him from rvhence conreth
rvisd.on and und.erstand.ing that rve ma,.r'

do his corn.urandrnents and. depa,rt frorn
evil is the prayer of one of the least
,¿ìurolìg the little ones ryho profess his
narne. (Elder) J. T. E\TERITT
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Merryville, La.

Sre¡cs on' Tlrn ltl'tns, I)nlnr,r BELovEn
ox, THn Mosr Hrcrl Goo: I h¿r'e just re-
turnecl fronl the South Arì<ansas Asso-
ciation, ancl arn still feasting upon the
lrrecious promises of God proctraimed b.v
his a'ble ministersr tn'o of them Associ-
¿rte Editors of the dear old Signs. there
rvere fourteen ministers present, rarìg-
ing from North Carolina to Ilouston,
lexas. All gave evidence of having been
taught at the Jon¿rh School. I failed to
hea,r any bachbiting or evil speaking b¡'
any one. I never saw a more affection-
ate band of believers in my life. f aut
down here almost in a desert, and lihe
old Elijah thought the Primitive Bap-
tists -rvere nearly 'all gone, but thtt
I-rord. shou'ed me a large house crammecl
uncornfortably full on the first day of
the meeting. My cup rvas mad.e to lun
over, ancl tears of joy ran down rny
cheeks.

If not crorvding out sound.er rnatter
I rvould like to pen a fe-r' thoug'hts
that have come to my mind.. This rna-v
be a fleshly d.esire, but as I am sur-
round.ed by a tvorhing people would
love, trhe l-,orcl being rny director, to try
to identify the only ones th¿lt are able
to rvork. ttìVork out you'r on.n salvation
with fe¿r and. trembling. Iì'or it is Gotl
r-hich rvorketh in you to -njil and to
tlo of his goocl pleasure." Phil. 2:12-Lil.
The above is tluite an Anninian text,
especially 'after leaving off Ure rnost
important part. Norv let us see to $'hom
this was ad.dlessecl-to the SUN'rs. Phil.
f :1. Yery -well, we a,re convinced th¿t
they rvere a people that hacl been re-
generated ancl born again. l{olr. Iet us
ßee rvhere the abilit¡' to rvorh rcornes in.
Thc apostle goes on ad.rnonishing the
brethren to their cluty saying, ((And. in
nothing terrified by your ,aclversaric¡s :

rvhich is to them an evident token of
perdition, but to you (a tohen) of sal-
vation, antl that of Gocl. .For trnto you
iL is givcn in the behalf of Clrist, rrot

only to believe on him; but also to suffer
for his sâke." Phit. 1:28-29.

I am persuad.ed. that the natur¿tl
ruincl is separrated as far as the East is
from the lMest rvhen it cornes to knorv-
ing horv, or having a desire to rvorship
God. ((Gocl is a Spirit: ancl they that
u'orship hiln rnust 'rvorship him in
spirit and. in truth," Johlr 4:24. I{nou'l-
edge must cotne by rerrelation. Norv
'vhere d.oes revelation come frorn? ((But
whorn say ye that f arn? And Simon
Peter answered and said., Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living Gocl. Ancl
Jesus answerecl ancl saicl unto hiur,
Blessed art thou, Sirnon B:r-jona,: for'
flesh and blood hath not re'vealecl it urr-
to thee, but my lt'ather n'hich is in
hear.en." Matt. 16:15-17. Peter hacl been
blessed of the Father before'he receiv-
é¿ tne knowled.ge of revelation. IIor-
any spirituzrlly rninded perscin can sa,J-
that obeclience rnerits blessings, rvhen
blessings p,r'ocluce obedience, is a
mystery to me. It is said. by some, 'vho
can give evidence that they have passecl
frorn death unto life, that if 'rve arcì
obedient there rviìl be no chastisement.
there is no evidence that one is a ,chilcl
of God. l'ithout chastiselnerrt. "For
l'honl the Irorcl loveth he chasteneth,
arrcl scourgeth every son n'hom he re-
ceiveth.*****But if ye be rvithout chas-
tisetnen.t, n'hereof all rAre ¡rartakers,
then ¿r,r'e ¡'e bastards, ¿urcl not sons."
Heb. l-2:6-8. Do not unclerstand that I
clo not believe that the c¿rrnal lnind. cal
please God, "Iiecause the car'r¿rl nlincl
is enruity against God-: for it is not sub-
jeot to the l,¿u' of God, neither indeed
can be." flom. 8:7.

It js ¿r .pleasure to this hell cLesen.-
ing creature when, I hope, sometirnes
I arn rnacle to clistinguish betn'een the
sovereignty of Gotl and the u'eahness of
nl¿ru \Ye shoulcl not fall out rvith those
u.ho clo not see as \ye clo. fl'hey haye
no p(r\\'er to se¿rrch and grasp knorvl-
cdge; neither have rve ,anlthing that
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has not been given us. May the God of
zùl grace heep and. guard. us into tht:
clay of his second. coming; then housc
us in he¿rven s'here lve can sing liraise
throughout endless days. The least oi
,all if one at all. J. PAUI-, McMILLIAN

RFD, Freemont, N. C.

SrcNs ox' Tr{tr) Trl'rns : Again I rnust ¿rcl-
nit I have been very careless in not,
sending in nry dues for the dear old
Signs of .the Times. I do enjo¡' reading
your paper. I get so much comfort fronr
the editori¿ls and, letters f deern it a
great p,rivilege to ha'r'e the pâper to
lead.

I enjoy reading the experiences of
God.rs people all over the Ilnited States,
ancl it is a comforting thoug'ht that no
nratter u.here 'they arre they proclaim
the sarne old d.octrine of s¿rl'r'ation by thcr
grace of God. This doctrine that dr.ops
as the rain, the slreech that distils as
the d.en', as the sln¿ll rain upon the
tend.er herbs and plants, as a shorver
upon the grass has stood. the test of all
tirnes; it is as refreshing; soothing ancì.
consoling to-day as it was n'hen these
beautiful expressions of God's everlast-
ing doctrine -\\'as proctrairned.

Those of you rvhom God has qualified.
to preach his unse¿rrchable riches are
a, blessecì. people and sufìfer tribulations
for his name's salie. These n'onderful
gifts bespeak the beautiful expressions
of lovc antl fellou'ship of thc Lord's
lreople thloughout the rvorld for all
¿itng. lÌhey neyer gro'n' old or tiresoutt¡
to those tvho ¿re the called, of GocI. It
is su'eeter than honey ancl the hone¡-
comb. It is like the shadow of a grcat
rock in â wear)r land. This rvonderful
ancl glorious doctrine rnal<es rivers in
trigh places, fountajns in the 't'alley,
the l'ilderness pools of rvater and thc
dry lanci springs of rvater. Your bloth-
el' in hope of a better immortalit¡'.

H. B. BAI,L,ANCII

2513 S. 21st St., Philadelphia 45, Pa.

Iìr,u. ll. \Y. Iì,rronns, DEAR Bnorrrnn rN
(,]rrnrst: I feel led to 'r,yrite you after'
reading your booh ttGospel ,Commen-ts."
\llhen I ,received the book I nnas macle
to shed tears, I rvas so happy to get it.
You,r good letter was received. and I w¿ts
m¿rd,e to rejoice in 'sweet fellowship of
th¿rt he¿venly hope God has given to his
little ones. I am so unnrorthy of so
nanJ/ blessings. I have read- the booli
tx'i,ce. Surely Gocl blessed. you in har.
ing you n'rite these precious truths ¿rs

contained. in the Holy Scriptures. 'Ihc
Iloly Spirit truly enabied you to rightl"r'
clivide the word. of truth, and the Lorcl
has been pleased. to cornfort his chil-
dren according to his hind rnercies.,I
feel so drawn to you in spirit and can
but by his grace rejoice in thanksgir'.
ing and- praise for the cornfort he rvas
so gracious to bring to rne. I have never
rnet you in the flesh but have reacl
rnuch of ¡'611" n'ritings ancl have triecl
to th¿¡.nli our God for the srveet fellon-
ship rvith the dear saints I have been
rn¿rd-e to love. I feel to be the least of
all if indeed- one of you at.all. I am so
glzrd our L¡ord has so 'wonderfully bless-
ed ¡'ou in d.rarving close to hirn in pra¡--
er. that is indeed rvhat I desire rnost
of all though I feel so helpless and hope
to lealize he d.oes all things his on n
\\¡¿ty ¿rncl gives gifts to his children ac-
cording to his o.nn r,sill. Only he can
give the spirit of pra¡'er. What ¿ì. colìr-
fort it is in our helplessness to be given
tr hope that Jesus is at the rig'ht hanrl
of Gocl ma.king intercession for his
s¿rints. I only hope I arn among that
nurnber. The evil one is so strong ancl
rvould. incleed cLevour God's little ones
if they are left alone, but he has saicl
he rvill never leave nor forsahe me. I
linolv the l-.,ord only can hurnble his
ehildren ancì. give them a lo've for one
¿nother. 1lh,¿rt love truly naheth nol,
¿rsh¿rmecl. Ilnworthy as I arn I feel sc¡

happ¡' to be allorvecl in the householtl
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of f¿lith; to be given a hope that n'hen
this earthly house is dissolvecl there is
¿t house not made with hancls resen'ed.
for those 'wholn the Ilather prepared it.
}{on I do desire to praise our L,,orcl ancl
.tìfaster for this hope. If e'r'en I can in
the least degree, it is Christ in me, rn"r.
olcl nature c,oulcl not even hare an)'
such desire. It is lihe ¿r heaven belol'
to gather with God.'s ljttle ones ancl
hear theirn'onderful experiences of
gr¿ìce. One re¿rson f have often hesitated
to ryrite to his chiiclren is thc fact I
oannot talh like I u'rite, and, there-
fore, I have been afraid I lr'as deceivecl
about this burclen to l'rite. May the
I;ord. have mercy on tne a,ncl cUrect ute
ruln'a.ys in nry \¡ery thoug'hts, and ntlv
he be given the praise for all things.

I shall never forget (I hope) the
r'¿r,\' in 'rvhich he humblecl this un'r,vorth¡-
one ¿rt the Staunton Associatiolr last
July. I diil feel as if I rvould lrc s¿tis-
fiecl about being there if f n'aB not
seen. Thev all looked so dear to me
¿nd I fel,t so umvorthv of so great zr

blessing. f['he neeting hciuse \\¡as so
fulì on Suncla¡' afternoon th¿rt tìt¿nì)-
\\-ere standing. An elclerly Jad¡- \vas
stantling in fnont of rne and. as much
rrs f n'antcd to give her nr¡' seat I feìt
if I stood up f rvould be seen by evel.r-
one. I did gir.e her rny seat but f actual-
ly l-antecl to sit on the floor just so
I coultl hear Brother I'inch. I felt so
lejoiced and. ryanted t'o praise oru. Gorì
for this spirit of humbleness, but oh
the ho'urs of clarkness I go throug'h,
irÐd hor- lon- I have to be broug'ht at
tinres. IIa¡- it ever please Tìinr to let
that little hope survive and give lte .r
tha,nl<ful heart. This ûoo is a gift given
b¡- his gt'ace ¿lone.

f hope I hare not tirecl ¡'ou but I
n-anted to tell you horv rnuch comfort
the Lorcl \\'as pleasecl to br:ing nre
throrrglh -vour goocl booh ('Gospel Com-
rnents." T have only been arnong this
rle,ar people sjnce last March a.nd ha,r'c

been giveu such little und.erstancling of
his n'ondrous, ì\'ays; I have learned.
that patience that I so uruch clesilc
corìes through tribulatiols. .[f rve ¿Lre

to reign l'i'th him 'w.e rnust suffer n ith
him. Oh ! to be countecl $'orthy of that
suffeling. Plêase pr,ay fol rne I feel s<r

prone to stray. If I am blessecl to 'rvrite
anything that is of' co,nlfort to God's
little ones he is to be praised for it ¿rnd
Ìnay it be usecl accordingl¡'. Ma"v he
continue to bless you in cornforting his
huruble saints. In su'eet fellorvship frortr
an un'u'orthy sister.

(Mrs.) CHRIS'I'INE I,L\'I.HIOUII

MY TR,IP TO THE WEST COAST

I left horne August 3, 1950 ancl at-
tended rueetings near Il¿rtford ancl
Greenville, A1¿r. I tt'¿ì,s 'lvith }lentphis
C]hurch in their annual tu'o cl¿t) s rneet-
ìng sec<-rrrcl Szrturclay ancl Sund.ay. This
ìyas ¿r great nreeting. the Mernphis
brethren ¿r'e salt of the earth. Eld.er
H. G. Bro'wn is Pastor. the rtsiting
ruinisters 'lvere Elclers lñ'. O. Perl<ins,
\\¡ert }lcOool and. Il¿rrrison. ,A.ll preach-
ecl u'ell. On Aug. 16, I retr,ched. the horue
o1 Iìtder I. It', Colernan and, Sister lìosn,
Iìiffe, \\¡¿rsh. I ha'r'e ne\¡er hacl rr

hea.rtier n elcomer I felt to be ¿rt honlc
sn'eet honre. Horv Gocl can bring arou.ncL
the unthought of. I read the experience
of Sister LiÌlie Bl'r-stonc in the March
1949 issue of the Si,gtts. It l'as r-er')-
touching. Somehow f hacl zl feeling that
pronrptecl ure to ¿rsÌr if I rvould e.r'er ser)
her'. J{rhen I alighted frorn the bus Sis-
ter Lillie s¿ì\\- nì.e, then c¿ììrìc Elclcl'
(lolenlan anrl Sister Roszr, also Sister'
O. M. Duffus of \Iancouver, 8.C., Oal-
acla. Sister l)uffus tolcl tne she \t-¿trJ

baptizecl into the fello'u'ship of the Eb-
êrrêzër- Church in ì{erv York City b.r
ÌìIcler Dodson. She hacl rnarÌ)' nice
things to sa¡' of hirn and othcr Baptists
in the Iìast. Sister T)uffus is a school
teacher,
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On Aug. L8, 19 and. 20 n'e ¿Lttend.ed
the annual three clays meeting with the
church at lìiffe. 'Ihe fine little church
house is nestlecl âmollg cluglos fir altr.l
some ceclars entirely surrouncled b1'
nature. 'Ihe srveet spirit of the meeting
¿rncl the be,auties of nature g¿rye ìnc ¿t

thrill ¿rnd ¿r lifting orr hig'h that n'ill
live in my heart and soul until time
rr-ith me shall be no more. It 'was a 'won-
clerful rneeting. Elder f. I¡. Coleman is
Pastor. Mr. Joe Macl(enzic of Marshall,
Saskatchervan, Canacla carne clorvn
about 1800 miles to be at the rneeting.
Joe is salt, a real prince, I did- enjoy
his cornlranJ'. Ile has not hacl ritual bap-
tisni but is a sound Oid Baptist. I í'

you read these lines Joe I sa¡', t'Gocl
bless ),oÌr, I love you." My hope is
anchorecl n'e may meet again. Sister
Effie Parke and the rvidorv of Elclel:
C. H. Bond 'were ¿t the meeting.

On Suntlav ttre 27Lh rve rvent to l-,ittle
Zion Church at Chehalis. This church
meets at the home of Elder C. II. It'isher
n ho is the Pastor, and. Elder J. W.
Cameron is Assistant Pastor. Elder ancl
Sister 'Ca,meron came from ltrngland at
a,bout the age of tn'enty-eight. ft n'as
interesting to hear them talh of thil
Strict Baptists in England. They call
themselves Friends. I shall alwa-t's re-
nrember Elder O¿rrneron. He has a sweet,
nlellon' r'oice for singing. After he
raises ¿r tune he shifts to baritone. Elcler
Irisher is ver-v feeble, but he is sa,lt, a
reaì'¡rrince.

On Aug. 3-l l'e left lliffe and jour.re,r..
ed to Jllgin, Ore. to the annual three
rl¿r,r's rrreeting Sept. I, 2 and,3. This n"as
another glorious nreeting. They were so
gootl to poor me. At this meeting I
rr-itnessed all unusual custorn. the
rneeting-n'as hi'ld, in a, schoolhouse. The¡'
rrsred an unused drvelling house irr
rvhich to sene the mea'ls ancl rna,n¡'sìept,
thero. This house s.a,s about tn'o rniles
from the schoolhouse. r\fter the morn-

ing service n'e r\.ent to this house for
lunch. After lunch \\¡e returned. to the
schoolhouse for afternoon preaching,
then bach to this house for suppel and
nig'ht preaching. In this way the entirr
congregatiorr rernained together froln'
the tirne n'e gatìrered for rnorning ser-
\'ice uritil after evening service. It w¿s'
indeed ,a n onderful time. Illder Il. R.
lVolfe is Pastor of Elgin Church. IIe
baptized his n ife at a regular rneeting
before the three days meeting. The,r,
n-ere both very happy. The Washingtorr
and Oregon Baptists are indeed a grea I
people. Souncl as the Rocli of Eternal
Ages. At the E1gin rneeting several ,came
lororlr ldaho. They, too, 1\rere souncl.
Illder î. Il. Jefferson of }Iarysr.ille,
Cal. r\¡as at the Elgin rneeting antl
tooh rne home u.ith hirn. \4re had_ meet-
ing in his honre Sunclay, Sept. 10. This
,\\¡as a s\\¡eet meeting. Eld.er Jefferson
¿nd. Sister Gr¿rce are firre people. 'lo
be rvith them is home sn¡eet home.

Septernber 17 rve hacl meeting u'ith
Ilethel Church irr Stochton, Cal. Elcler
Seth lìynurn js Pastor, and Elder I-,.
L. \\rilson, Assistant Pastor. This rvas
indeecl, a srveet meetiug. On Monclav
nig,ht n e hacl meeting in the hone of
Blother ancl Sister Snider ,at Bahers.
fielcl, Cat. rvhere Illder IÀrilson lives.
Hc is arrothcl' gleat oìd lnalr. I tvent
fron there to l-¡os Angelgs, Oal. to visit
m¡' child.ren, ancl on to Tucson, Ari-
zon¿r. \{re h¿rcl rneeting here on Sept.
23 ¿rncl 24. 'Ilhis church is llen.. Illclel
T. J. Robinson lives here ¿urd is Pas-
tor. On Sunclay n'e orclained, Brother
;T. H. Da,¡' and Sister I)a¡' 1o office of
De'acon ancl Deaconess. I spent three
nights n'jth Eldel and- Sister Robinson.
It n.¿rs horne sn'eet horne. Elder Robin-
son is a strong preac'her. His church is
n¿rrnecl L¡ittle lllock. ll'he nearest church
to thcrn is Seclusia, in l-,os Angeles. Aì-
thorLgh thev are fur tr:n-a¡'tltey seenr lta¡r-
l))'. llhe¡'har-c ¿r little ureeting hottsc
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in rvhich to meet and n'orship. I heartilr'
recommend. them to ,any minister pass-
ing that rvay. The ordination service
$'as slt'eet and irnpressive. I ne\¡er hearrl
a bettcr charge than Elder Iìobinson
gâve. Thus concludes rn¡. trip to the
West Co¿tst. îo me it was glor¡' ¿11 1¡"
\t¡¿ùI. 'Ihe ministers I met are ¿rs fol-
lon's: Elclers 'I.. R. Jefferson, Marys-
ville, Cal., R. R. Wolfe, Elgin, Ore.,
A. D. Hughett, Selah, Wash., O. \1r.
Ilisher, C'hehalis, }Va,sh., I. I'. Oolentari,
Iliffe, lYtrsh., T,,. L. Wilson, Bakers-
field, Cal. they are all souncl, ali olcl
line predestirrari¿ns. They are o.urs, no
they are us. The oclor of Mary's oint-
rnent filled the rooln. The odor of the
.sn'eetness of this trip fills my house fulÌ
to overflowing. Ma.1' God. bless "all of
¡.ou, f love you. You 'vere so ¡loocl topoor nìe. f clo not deserve it but votr
rlicl it ¿ìny \\¡¿ì\¡. (Elder) O. lr. BYRI)

R. 1, Box 2440, Marysville, Calif.
I h¿lr.e been requested to r,srite an

¿rccorrnt of a meeting held over the fifth
Sunda¡' in December, 1950 at Chow-
chilla, Oalifornia. This meeting .n'as not
held by an¡' particular church but in
the interest of all Predestinarian Bap-
tists in Caìifornia. lYe a,re intlebtecl to
Brother Wm. Echols ¿rntl his goocl n'ife
for being ta,hen cale of so n'ell.

The lllders in attend¿tnce \\-ere C. II.
Bvrcl of FJoricla, R. R. \\rolf of Oregon,
L. T'. Wilson and T. R. Jefferson of
California. Due to illness in three or
four f¿Lruilies, the attendance n-as small.
brrt this clitl not rn¿r the sryeetness of
the meeting. God's presence \yas nìani-
fest in each session and his little chil-
tlren rverc fed- rn¿nna frorn. on hig'h.
I am not a rnember t¡ut I belieye sorne
erum,bs -\\rere drolipecl eyen for rne.
Coulcl it be they 's'ere droppecl as those
"hanclfuls of purposet' were clropped for.
Ruth to glea,n a,mong the sheaves?

lf there &re ¿ìrÌJ' leaclers in Crtlifonrja

u'ho ¿lre interested in attending services
ofl the old Preclestinarian faith, ì\ r
n.ould be glacl to hear from them.

(Mrs.) T. R. JIIFFERSON
Box 335, Kingman, Kans.

¿\ssocrern Enrrons lNn \\'ntrnns :Anoth-
er ycar hzrs passecl vi,th ¿ nen' one bc-
ginuing. I have surely enjo¡-ecl the
¡$1igl,s and rnay the great Gocl of the
rrniverse contimre to bless all. those n'ho
tvrite for the ßig,ns. What a joy it is to
get it, one c,alt hartll¡- n'ait to reacl it
over. Ma¡' it ever be liept souncl aud
in the rvays of ,truth as it is in Ohrist
';fesus our Lrord. is rny prayer. In htuu-
blc faith ancl bonds of loye.

(Mrs.) ir. n. carns
RADIO BROADCASTING

The Lord willing I will preach over radio
station X.E.G. The Voice of North America, 1050
kilocycles on the dial, beginning March 11, 6:30
P. M. Central Standard Time. As long.as ühe Lord
sustarins me to do¡ so, I will continu.e on this
station every Sunday night.
Lillie, La. (Hder) R. r/t'. RTIODES

DUR,AND & LESTER, HYMN AND TUNE BOOKS
We expect the books to be ready fo,r deliverly

sometime in March, If you want books please
send your order at .onse to insure delivery.

Since the proclaiming of a national emergency
we may not be able to have more printed for
some üime. Round or shape notes $1.65 each or
$18.50 per dozen delivered. Mail o,rders to P. G.
Lester, h., 2246 Memorial Ave., S,W. Roanoke,
Va. or F. D. Lo,ng, Roxboro, N. C.

Meetings are scheduled to be held on the fourth
Sundays in each month, beginning with April and
through November, with the W'arwick Church,'Warwick, N. Y. at 10:30 a. m., and in Middletown,
N. Y., in the 'meeting-house, corner Rober-ts ahcl
Cottage Sts., at 2:00 in the after-noon. Those in-
terested wiII be welcomed. \ry'. D. CHAPMAN.

AID FOR SENDING 'SIGNS" TO INDIGENTS
I. Mclntyre, N: Y., $2; H. L. Gloer, Ga., g5;

J. L. Butcher, Va., $3; Mrs. I. P. Froude, Mich.,
$2; Mrs. C. E. Tacey N. J., g5; Mrs. H. D. Hewitt,
N. Y., $2; M. E. Welch, Tex., g6; Mrs. E. H. West,
N. Y., $2; Mrs. T. L. Rakes, Va., $1; Mrs. M. L.
Lucas, AIa,., $4; A. W. Glass, La., g1; Mrs. D. O.
Yeisley, W.ash., $1; B. Mclntosh, Va., g5; Miss C.
M. Duffus, B. C., $4; F. H. Richardson, Ia., 917;
Mrs. Il[. H. Bond, Ore., g4; W. Black, Neb., 92.
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' THE BODY OII J]ISUS
In presenting sorne thoughts about

the bodr. of Jesus, first of all I rvouleL
lilie us to heep in nind tha,t l-hatever
hind of bocty he had God. preparecl it
for hin. In Ilebres.s 10:5 lÌaul, lefer-
ring to Jesus, says, ((Saorifice and of-
fering thou n'ouldest not, but a bocl,v
hast thou prepâred. me." It is sho$'n
that all the offerings of the bodies of
various anirnals under thc l¿n' l\'¿ls not
sufficient to put arr¡aj' sin, that onl¡'
the sinless offering of thc bod¡' 61 Jesus
Christ, as the sin be¿rrer of Ìris peo-
1rle, could ¿rtone for sin. Jesus calne
frorn hea'r'en accord,ing ,to John's testi-
ruony for Jesus. ((T catne clott'n froilr
hea'rren, not to tlo rnine o"r'n n'ill, buL
the n'ill of hirn th¿rt sent me;2' h.ence
he l'as n'ith the l,'ather as the eternal
Son before he came clott'n fronr heaven
and. tooli on him the bod¡' plepzrrec-l
for hirn. "For,asrnuch then as the chil-
clren are partaliers of flesh and. bloocl,
he also hinrself liheu-ise tooli part of
the s¿rme; that through cleath he night
r.lestro¡' h ittt th¿rt hacl tht¡ l)ol\,er of
rìeath, that is, the devjl." ;rFol' l'eril¡-
he tooh not on hirn thc n¿rture of ¿r,n-

gels; but he tooh on him the seecl of
Abraharn. Wherefore in all things it
bc'hor.ed hirn to be mad.e lihe unto his
brethren, that he rnig'ht be ¿ rnerciful
¿nd faithful high priest in things per-
taining to Gocl, to rnahe reconcili¿rtion
for the sins of hjs people." ((But rvhen
the fulness of the time -was come, Gocl
sent forth his Son, macle of a womarr,
rnacle und.er ,the larv. To ,redeem thelt
that 'n'ere under the l,aw, that rve might
recei'r'e the adoption of sons.,,

In the offering of the body of Jesus
once for all, ,taking part of flesh ancl
lilood. it rvas all to the end that, l.e
nig'ht be sanctified by his body as of-
fered. to God, and receive the adoption
of sons; hence he is not merely a sub-
stitute for his people, but they are in
hirn in the sense that they hact ¿ì

spiritual standing in him from eternit¡,-.
'I'hey r,rere created iu hirn unto goocl
l'orks before the rvorlcl bega,n. Jãsus
$'as not an¡' other rnan for he s.as the
incarnate Son of God. Therefore, \\'e
cannot thinh of the blessings that flos,
frorn hirn as all because ãf rvhat he
tlirl, bu't also because of u.hat he .was:
the offering for sin that God hirnself
1r'repared.

'l'he church of God n.as blessecl ri'ith
ztll spirituzrl (not part of them) bless-
irigs in hirn, according as they rver.e
chosen in hirn before the foundation of
the s.orld, that they should be holy ancl
n.ithout blame befole him (God.) iu
Ior.e. ('Ìfe that spared. not his or\'ìt
Son, but cleliverecl hirn up for us aJl,
,hon' shall he not rvith hirn also freelr-
gir.e us all things?" fn the giving ofi
¿fesus in covenant unto his people, in-
cluiled in him rvas all their spiritual
needs; and. his offering hirnself, rvitlr-
orit spot to God -was through the eter,-
nal spirit. No rvoncler he is called, the.
rìran Christ Jesus. l\lhen lve beholcl
(la,ìv¿ùry let us rernember it rvas Gocl
ir-r llhrist reconciling the rvorld. unto
}irnself. Srhen \\'e view the cross let
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us renìenìber that u'ithout the shecl-
cling of btood there is no rernission of
sins; that we are justified by the blootl
of Jesus from all things rvhich \rtre

could not'.be by the lan' of Moses. "For
by the rvorks of the larv shall no flesh
be justifiecl."

Iret us norv pass on ancl consicler the
bod¡' of Jesus in dcath, the grale and
after his resurrection. The 1rlice of re-
demption for his people r.as his orvn
bloocl; the laying dorvn of his life as
the Sorr of Gocl in the liheness of sinful
flesh, dying the just for the unjust that
he rnight bring us to Gocl. By the nrouth
of the prophet jt has becn s'aid., he
r-oulcl lot leaye his so.ril i1 hell: neithel
rvoulcl he suffer his lloì¡' One to see
corruptiou. I{is bocly n'as different front
ours. Our bocl¡' n'ilJ see corrltption, his
bocly san. none. 'Ihoug'h it n'as in tht'
heart of the earth three cla.vs, it san'
rro 'corruption for God tvouìcl not suf-
fer it. After three durys he 'c¿tme forth
frorn the graye. Ile was ,raised" fol our
justification b)' the glor¡, of the
Father. There l\¡as unmistakable et'i-
clence given to the disciples of Jesus
after his resurreotion, that it rvas the
sarne Jesus that clietl that rvas laisecl
frorn the cleacl. He \\'as seen of Cephas,
then of the trvelve. After ,tìrat he n'¿rs
seen of above fir,e hunclred brethren at
once, n,itnesses chosen before for this
very thing. -{ftel that he rvas seen of
Jarnes, then of all the apostles, ¿rncl
Iast of all Paul says, he n'as seen of
rne. He ate in their plesence, ând cout-
rnancled tholras to put his hand in his
side arrcl beholcl the print of the nails
in his h¿rncl to beholcl hirn snying, ('han-

clle nre, and see; for a spirif hath no{,
flesh and ì:ones, as ye see rììe lt¿ì\re."
Ilele he prgsents to theln the proof
that the sarns þ661y that 'rvas buriecl:hatl
been raised from the cleacl; yet there
is no evid.ence that any unbelieyer ever
sa,u' hin"r after his resurrection frortr
ttre tlead. His tlisciples oul¡' recognized

hin as he reyealecl himself to thenl.
'lhere rnust haye been sorne clifference
in hirn as to recognition, as unbeliever¡r
s¿rlr. hirn manJr tirnes before his cleath.
When Mary appearetl at the tornb, as
the first rvitness of his resurrection,
she clitt noi 

"ecogoize 
hirn, thinl<ing the

oile she san' lyas the galdener'. Onl¡'
rvhen Jesus said. to her "MARr"' clicl
she lecognize him. When the disciples
\\'ere journeying to Enrmtrus, Jesus
l.ent with then ¡'et they knerv not n ho
it n-as until , he reyealecl himself to
thern. At tinres he u'oulcl appear in their'
uidst rvhen the do'ors ,n'ere shut ancl
s:t¡,, ((Peace be unto you."

All these things seeur to shon' that
Jesus lras reyealecl to thenr in such ¿r

I'ay to pro\re to them it n'as the ver¡
sarrlc orì.e that 1\'¿ìs buriecl hacl been
laised from the cleacl, yet the difference
.ryas such that he must be rer.e¿rlecl e¿rch
tirne to them. \Yhen he alose frorn thc
clead it vas by the g'lor¡' of the Fa,ther
¿rnd he- entered- heaven- by- his o\yrì
bloocl, (ì{ot rvith his ou-n blood.) IIe
coulcl not enter himself until after hi.q
ì:loocl had. been shed, for he must enter'
bv it. Ileayen n'as shut to him until
his bloocl rvas shed, for by it ,access to
heayen is provicled accorcling to the
¡:oven¿nt of reclemption. This covenant
pror.iderl for red.emption thr:ough thc
sherlding of his bloocl, ¿rncl he as heir
ancl joint-hejr u'ith his people lrust fuì-
fill this requirernent. The a¡rostle re-
urind.s us in reference to the t'esur't'ec-
tion that flesh and bloocl cannot il-
herit the liingdorn of Gocl.

J.t¡sus ashed. the ll¿rtherllefore he died
that he might receive the glor¡' that he
hacL rvith hirn before the n'olld rvas. ft
ì\'¿rs one of his prâyers that he rnight
lecei'r'e, or enter into the sa.rne glor¡.
Wherr he returnecl to heaven God glori-
fiecl him b¡r s¡61vning hinl 'rvitìr glor¡-
ancl honol, ancl seatecl him on his on'lr
lig'lrt hantl. '\s to his ¿rl)l,eaÌ'rruce irt
hetn'en, I cannot say, but Paul sa,ys,
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though rye h¿Lve linos'n hinl ¿rfter the
flesh, henceforth linov r\-e hinl rìo
n)ore. Ile has received the glor'¡. of thc
It'ather', the s¿tme glor¡' he hacl before
the rvorld n'as. On the nount of trans-
figuration, before his cleath, he \\-¿rs
shon'n t<l three u.itnesses. Ilis raiurent
rr.¿s n'hite as the light, ancl his coun-
ten¿rnce \\'as âs the sun, arrd God. shen'-
ecl tht¡se three rvitnesses his 1;re-elni-
lìence over the la'n' and the prophets,
giving thenr a vien- of him in his glor¡-.
they l'ere tolcl not to tell an¡' about
the things they s¿r\\' until after thcr
Son of rnan be risen frour 

:tï. 
UË*

"And the ransomed of the Lord shall
. return, and come to Zion with songs and

everlasting joy upon their heads: they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall llee away." Isaiah 35:10.

A brother in 'l'exas l'rites us as fol-
lorr"s : ('I ,ìnr n'riting to ¿tsli if ¡-tnr n'ilì
give your' \'ie$,s on Is¿riah 35:10. l.he
¡uain thought in this i,s the returning
¿,lrrtl corning to Zíon l)o thev irr this
get bacli to u'here the¡- fell frout in thc
garden 'of llden, or' "where clo n'e loc-
¿tte Zion behind the gosliel day?"

I\¡e ¿rre not certain tbat n'e c,learl¡.
und.erstancl our brother's quer¡- in its
r:utiret¡-. \\¡e believe l'e clo untlerstancl
it sufficicntl¡', horvever, ttt realize that
\\'(ì are Iilieìr. to find ourself in ver¡'
òleep rvateü, so to spetrli, in attettrpting
to coulrl¡- rvith his requc'st, un'lcss the
I-¡ord uhdertalies for lls. llhere hat'(l
been occ¿rsions r.hen our rtrind has becn
tecl to consicler the signific¿tìlee of thi,s
scr'i1rture, but n'e have never unclertalien
to enter into the clepth of thc subjecþ,
and jt is rvith fearfulness an.cl trernbìin:g
that lt'e tlo so non'.

tlntluestionabl¡', the prolihet of thìt
LorcL \yas inspirecl b¡- the Hol.v Ghost
to looli don'n through the cen.turies of
tinrc, b¡' faith, ¿rrrc1 scc sorne great and
notable event taliing ¡rlace. I'[e first dc-

clares th¿rt ('the rfinsomcd. of thc Lorcl
shall return." It rnig'ht be heìpfuì at
this lioint to a,sli a couple of questions:
(1) \\rho ale the ransorned. of thc Lorcl?
(2) \\rhere werie the¡: originerliy, an¿l
n'here hacl thev been that it might be
said of theu ((they shall returlr" Irr
rrttenrpting to ansu'er the first question.
n'e belie'r-e the apostle Paul had "thc
ransonled of the [,,,ordt' in lnind n-hun
he ,n'as n'riting his epistle to the church
at Iìphesus. IJe said, '(Rlessed be thel
Gocl ancl Iì¿tther of our l;ord Jesus
(-rhristr n'ho hath blessed us n-ilh ali
spiritual bìessings in heavenl¡' places in
(,'hrist: ;\ccording as he hath chosen us
in hiru beforc the found.ation of the
tr-orld., that n-e shorrld be hol¡' and n-ith-
out blanle before hint in lo\.e.r' Eph. 1 :

3-4. And in the tenth r.erse of the sec.-
ond chapter of the sarìre epistlc, the
apostle saÏs : ((Il'or ì\-e are his l'orhrn¿ln-
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
ryorks, n'hich God hath before ordainecl
th¿rt n'e shoulcl 'rvall¡ in thenr." Our un-
clerstanding is thtrt these ransolued. ones
are the true s¡riritu¿rl church of Gocl, th<r
L¿unb's 'ryife, '11'fu6 n'as createtl in Christ.
Therefore it_ rvas said after Gocl cre-
ated the rvorld and. the fulness thereof
¿tncl u'as reãd]' to cre¿rte rìr¿ìn, or Adanr,((Let us nlaìie nlan in our image, after
orlr lil<eness : ¿rnd let them have clq:
ulinion over the fish of the sea,, ancl
or-er the forvì of the air', anrl o'rer the
cattìe, and. over all the earth, ¿ìnd o\.er
o\¡err creeping thing thtrt creepcth u¡ron
the earth. So.Gotl crcated nran in his
orvn inra.ge, in th'e irrrtrge of God created
he hiru: ru¿rlc ¿nd female createcl he
theru." Gen. 1 :2ß-27.

'l'he recrlrd. shon's that Eye -\\'Írs cre-
ated- in -A.clarn, and it is said that Gocl
causecL a deep sleep to fall upon him
antL he toolr out nne of his libs antl
tllade a \\-orìlarì.. And n'hen the-'r- had
¡r:rrtalicn of the forbidden fr:uit, Gocl
calletl nnto Atlan and s{ìiil. (rïl¡helt
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¿rrt thou?" 'I'his sets forth irr t.vpe the
church of God. as she stood. in Christ
before ever the earth \\'¿ts, and ¿rlso

shon'ed that Gocl onl¡' Iooìred. to his
Son '¿rs the responsible head for thc
sins of his bricle aucl., therefole, it is
'n ritten, "Surely he hath bórne ouï
griefs, and carriecl our sorrol\'s : ¡-et l'e
did esteem hirn striclien, sluitten of
Gocl, and afflicted. But he 'tvas rvoulrcl-
ecl for oùr tlansgressions, he l\'¿ls
brriised for'rour initluities : the ch¿stisc-
ulent of oul peace -\Ya,s upon hitu: ancl
rvith his'stripes l\¡e are ht-"alecl." Isa.
53:4-5. We hat,e beerr reading solììe-
thing alorig this line of late in the
,S'iyls under the topic of Äclarlt being
the figure of hinr th¿tt rvas to conte.
frs n'e ha'r'e ah'e¿tdy said., the church

of' God rl¿LS choserl in Ohrist before
the fourrd¿ltion of the l'orld7 Irilie Er t',
at filst she n'as not rrl,anifested. or clicl
not appear separate a,ncl ttpa,r't froul her
he¿rd. D¿tvid, slteahing on beh¿lf of'"the
r¿rnsoluecl of the LortL'' saicl, ''lVIv sub-
st¿rnce r.as not hicl front thee rvhen f
\\-as made in secret, and curiousl-v
n'rought in thc lou,'est ptrrts of thcr
earth. thine eyes dicl see tìì\; substance.
¡:è.t Ueing unperfect: ancl in th-v booli
¿tll 'rnv nlembers ,u-ere tvritten, n'hich
in continu¿rnce \\'ere fashionerì, lt'heIt
as yet there'n.¿rs none of thenl." Ilsahus
139:15-16. God seeing the substance of
his Son, s¿ru' his br{de as she stoocl in
hirn, ancl shê rvas perfect in hinr, thoug'h
rrot ¡'et manifestecl. It is to be noted iÈ"

l.as sa.icl she "being unpelfect," not inl-
lrerfect, brtt tlrupet'fe{tt, or not fashion-
ed, for as ¡'et there n ere none of his
nlernbers nra.nifested. In due tirne, hon-
ever, they ryere to be manifested in
Äclarn and take on flesh and. blood, 'ancl
throug'h the transgression of Aclanr.
their federal earthly heacl, rvere to be-
corne involved in sin and corne under:
the c.ondemnation of dea,th, thereb¡"
rleiirg' sepalated fi'onr Gorl, u-ìro n.ou.ld

hold his Son, their Spiritual l{ezrd, ac-
count¿rlrle; and 'q'ho in the fullness of
time n'ould corne in the likeness of sirr-
ful flesh to suffer and die to ransolrr
or redeern ancl cleliyer thern from nrr-
cler the curse of the larv. Ther'efore I'¿rul
szr¡'s, "lt'oraslnuch then as the child"reu
zrre lrzrrtaliers of flesh and bloocl, he also
likex'ise tooh part of the sarììe; th¿t
thlough cle¿rth he nig'ht clestroy hinr
th¿t had the poner of death, that is
the delil; and d.elir.el thern, rvho
thlou¡¡'h fear of death q'ere all thejr
lifetime subject to bondage." Ilebrervs
2:74-15.

In tr'¡'ing to ¿ì,rrs\r'cr th"e second oucs-
tion, n'e n'ish to sa;- thtrt "the r'¿rnsonlecl
of the L¡ord" stootl originalt¡- iu ('ìu'ist,
but as n,e have already indicatecl, rvhen
the¡' parto'oli of flesh ¿rncl blootl ancl
Acl¿ulr tra,nsgressecl the¡' ¿ll felì frorrr
theil fir.st estate ancl cliecì., ot bec¿rìr)e
separated. frorn Gocl b.v rviclied n'ot'ks
n'ith Aclarn in the transgression. We
r.eacl in 1 Corinthi¿ns 15:22, "-lt'or 'us in
Aclanr all clie, everì so in Ohrist slrall
all be m¿rcle âlir.e." flhereforc '\\'herì
Clhrist carìle a,nc1 ga\¡e his ìife ¿rs â
l'¿ulsoul for thern, thev n ere redeernetl,
rvhich rììe¿uls the¡- rvere his befiore theJ
sinnecl, othern'ise he coulcl not havc
lecleerued thcrn, for to red.eeìì'r means to
brr¡- bacli th¿rt "rvhich \\¡¿ìs posscssecl bc-
fore, and having recleernecl ancl cLelir-er'-
r¿cl thcul frollr the bonclage the.r- rr-ele
urìrdcr) ther. bccarne free ancl reinsta.tecl.
()l' r'estorecl in fayor n.ith G<irl. Äl11
l'hen Jesus said, ¿rs is recordecL in Jclhll
L7:1 -8, '(lt'ather', thc hour is cornet glori-
fr thr- Sorr, that th¡- Son also rnay glori-
fr- thec: As thou hast given hirn po'wet
or-er a,l'l flesh. that he shoulclgiveeternrrl
life to as lrì¿ìn-I' as thou hast giren hinr.
;\nd this is life eterna,l, that the¡ rniglrt
lnol- thee the onl¡' true Gocì, ancl Jesu-q
Ohrist. s-hom thou hast sent. I ha,r-c
gkilifitrl thec orì the e¿u'th: f havc
tlinishc¡tl the rvorli rrtrich thotL gavest
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rne to clo. Änd nou', O Il¿tther, glorif¡-
thou rne ,rvith thine on'n self rvith the
glor'¡' 1v¡i"h I hacl 'rvith thee 'l¡efore thtr
n-orlcl nras. I ha'r'e manifestecL th.v ntrne
unto the rnen nhich thou g¿vest rne oub
of the n'orlcl: thine they n'erc, ¿rncl thou
gargst then n4:; and they har-e liept th)'
ryord. Norv the¡' .have knorvn that ¿rll
things rvhatsoever thou h¿rst given me
¿rre of thee. For I have giyen rurtcl thellt
the words ryhjch thou g:rvest tue: ¿tntl
the¡' .har-e , reccived. thent, ancl havc
lino'u'n surelv that I carÌìe out frorn thec,
:rnd the¡- have belie'r'ecl that thou ditlst
selrcl rne," the¡- stoocl cotnplete in Hinl
and as 1n'fect as though thev hacl rì.elel:
sinned. In Romans, eighth chtrpter',
verse thirt.v-tu-o, Paul sa¡'s, ((I{e that
sprrrecl not his o'n'u Son, but d.eliverecl
hinl rr¡r for us 'all, hon shalì he not
rvith hinr also freel¡r git'e rrs alì things?"
I{e then asl(s sorne questions ancl shon s
conclusively in the ansìt¡ers n'hich he
gives that nothing shall be able tcr
separzrte us fronr the love of God, n-hich
is in Christ Jesus oul' I;ord. \\¡hile
ollr readers haye cloubtless re¿d ancl
heard thr:rn, ulanv, rnany times before,
thev cârurot be said or repeatr,rcl too
often.

I{ere the.1' ale: "Who shall lu¡- atr¡=
thing to the cha,rge of Gocl's elect?
It is Gocl th¿,t justifieth. \\Iho is he
th¿rt corrdenrneth? It is Ohrist thu.t cliecl,
.,vca la,ther, that is rjsen zt,gain, n'ho is
er-en .¿rt the rig'ht hand of Gotl, rvh<r
¿rlso malieth intcrcession. for us. I\Iho.
shalì separate us fi:orrt the ìove of
(lhrist? shall tribulation, or distress, or
per'secution, or famine, or ni:rlietlness, or'
lleril, or sn-ord? As it is n'ritten, for
th-v saìic r\-e ¿ìre killecl aìl the cì.a¡- long:
\\'e are accountecl âs sheep for the
sìaughter. Na¡', in all these things rve
¿ìre l-rìore than conqucrors througù hirri
that lor;ecl us. Ilor T rrrn persuadecl, that
ueither' de:rth, nor life, nor angels, nrlr'
lrrinci¡raìities, nor po\yers, nol tì'rilgs to

come, nor height, nor clepth, nor aru¡
other creature, shall be able to separate
us frorn the lorre of God, -rvhich is in
Chlist Jesus our L'ord..", This is cer'-
tainl¡' reassuling to poor sinners.

Our brother asks, 'lDo they in this
gct back to n'here they fell frorn in the
garclen of Ilden, or ryhere d-o n'e loc¿rte
Zion behind the gospel day?" Tf the,v
do not get bach beyond their standing
in Aclam in the garden of Eden, rna¡'
God pity them still, for their starrding
in Ada,m rvas onl;' an earthl-v st'antl-
ing. It is n'ritten, r'Tf,re first man is
of the earth, earthy: the second rnan
is the L,ord from heaven. As is the
earth¡', - such are they also that âre
earth-v: and. as is the heavenly, suclr
are they also that are heavenly." Adarn
in his first state rvas not a subject of
sa,lvation, beingi upright and. not har'-
ing sinnecl. To return to that ;state, or
eondition, u'ould. mean little, cornpara-
tiyely speahing. ï[rhen Adan transgress-
ecì, the calarnit_v rvhich came upon r'the
r¿rnsomecl of the l-.¡ordtt rvas that their
standing iñ Christ rvas jeopardized, but
'rvhen Christ came 'and. stootl and suf-
fered, the just for the unjust, in their
steacl, their sins were imputecl unto
him, and, then thev became all fair and.
rr.ithout spot, wrinkle or any such thing
before God in love. I-¡et be n*oted it was
uot saicl the lansolnecl of the lrord. shall
:ctnrn to 7'ion, but r¿ther that the¡'
shall returr and conlc to Zi,ota. The
sarne prophet in the seventh verse of
the fifty-fifth chapter says: (Let th¿
rvickecl forsake his s'a¡., ancl the un-
righteous rnan his thoug'hts: and let hiln
returlr unto the Lord, and he rvill have
ì.ìletcr- upon hin; and. to our God, for
Ire nill a,bunclantl¡' pardon." It is this
returning unto the Lord n'hich is so
vital ancl so all-irn¡rortant to the people
of Gocl, anrl the prophet Irot onlv telìs
t¡f the high'u'a¡' bv which thc¡' shaìl
leturlr, but also rvha,t n-oulrì take placc
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rvhen these things shoulcl coute to Ì)¿tss.
He b- egins the thirty-fifth chapter b¡'
saying, "The rvilderness ancl the çolitzLr¡
plncc shall be glacl for thenr; ttncì. thtr
clesert shall rejoice, ,and blossorn ¿ts

the rose. It shall blossorn abunclantly,
ancl rejoice e\¡en n-ith ioy ancl singing:
the glory of L¡ebanon sh¿rll be giren un-
to it, the excellency of Carnel anrl
Sharon; they shall see the glor¡- of the
L,,orcl, and. the cxcellency of our Gocl."
'Uhis u'as foretelling rvhat ,rvoulcl cone
over both Jerv ancl Gentite n'hen tht-'
Lorcl Jesus Christ rvoulcl ap'pear in his
glory in the gospel clay. It is in this
cla¡' ¡¡n, the l.eali hancls neetl to btl
strcnþtherred. ancl the feeble linees con-
filrned, ancl that it should 'be sa,icl to
those rvho ¿rre of '¿ fearful heart, "Be
strong,'fear not: behoìd, ¡'our Gocl n'ill
cclnle uiith '\¡engeallce, even God rvith
rr recorììperrse: he rvill conte ¿rntl save
¡:ou." Iret us tahe conrage arrd. be com-
fortecl'in all things. The prophet con-
tinueil to tell of the blessings that
rvoulcl accompany this d.ay. He saicl,
íThen the eycs of the blincl shali be
opened, ancl the ears of the cleaf shali
be'unstoppecl. Then shall the larne m,an
ìeali as a 'hart, and the tongue of the
du¡lb siug: for in the n"ilderness shall
'w¿rters breah out, aud, streams in the
clesert. Ancl the parched. ground shalì
beconre a pool, ¿ncl the thirsty land
ipr:ings of s'ater': iu the habitation of
drtr"gons, ,s'here each la,¡., shall be grass
,n'ith reeds a,ncl rushes." I{ereiu is st¡t
foith the fruitful condition of Zion.
'I'hen he sa¡ s, ('Ancl a hig'hs.a¡. shall be
there, ancl a va.v, and it shall be call-
ec| the n'a¡. of holiness: the trncle-'an
shall not pass over it: but jt shall be
for those: the rvayfaring rnen, thoug{r
fools, shall not err therein." He is hele
exaìting Christ n'ho saicl of hirnseìf, "T
ánr the n'a¡', the truth, ancl the life.,'
Tt is the n'a¡. of holincss n{rich r-as cast
rr¡r ir-r the s'ilcleluess, .n-hen Jeslrs canrc

ancl n'as ma,nifestecl in the flesh, liotlt-
irrg unclean shall p,¿tss oyer this rvay;
no lion or an) ra\:en.ous beast shaìl g<r

up thereon, neither has the vulture's
e)e seen it, but it is for those, the s.ny-
fzlring rnen, though fools sh¿rll not elr
therein, ancl the red.eerned sha,ll ,walli
thcre. the truth is gloriousl¡- beautifrLl
n'hen seen in its simplicity, ancl the
humblest nla¡' behold it n-hen it is 1e-
yealed unto thern. 'llhen it is that Zion
is seen as a city set on a,' hiìI, n'hidr
ls beautiful for situation arrd the joy
of the rvhole earth, ¿rn.cl those -n'ho have
returned. unto the l-,orcl do clesire to
r:orne tn Zion, anð,'s'hen they come it is
rvith songs and er.erlasting jo.v upor
their he¿rcls, ancl they c1o robüain joy ancl
gladness. and sol:rorv ancl sig'hing flee
¿ìNnJ'.

\\¡c tnrst the Lorcl has guidecl and
clirected us in our ¿r.tternpt to comph'
rr.ith our brother's request, ancl if so
it rvill red.ouncl to TTis orvn praise ancl
gloly, ancl ve rnost certain'ly n'oulcl not
h¿rve it other.wise.
(itlhe late lt)lder) R. LESîER DODSON

(Republished fronr, May 1942)

RESOLUTIONS 1

WHEREAS, our all u'ise, Faúher hàs been
pleased to renrove from the, scenes of this mortal
life our much esteerned friend and brother,
ELDER R. LESTER DODSON, and

WTIEREAS, Elder Dodson took a most active
part in the establishment of the Primitive Baptist
Home, and supported it in many different ways,
and

VYHEREAS, we shalL keenly miss his wise coun-
sel in conducting the affairs of the Home, there-
fore be it

RESOLVED, First, that we give thanks to our
he,avenly Father for the gift of Elder Dodson
as an able minister of ûhe gospel, and for the
humility and concern for the aged and ,infirm
among his brethren. Second, fhat w'e extend our
deepest sympathy to his loved ones. Third, that
we record this memòriam in our annual state-
ment, cause it to be spread on our m.inutes and
publish it in the Sigtns of the Times.

Done by unanimous vo'ice of the Tr-ustees of
the Primitive Baptist Home, fnc. at their annual
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meeting at W'elsh Tract, .fan. 13, 1951. Written by
(Elder) Jo'hn D. Wood with authority of ühe
Tn¡rstees.

QUINCY A. GLADDING, Pres.
CI{ARLES S. OSBORNE, Sec'y

IN MEMORY OF R,. LESTER, DODSON
Dearly beloved, brother o'f mine,
Ttrrough whose life the light of God did shine;
My heart is heavy each passing day,
This world, is poorer - wif'h, you away,

I see you once more, a little boy
For whom to, care was my pride and joy;
I watched you grow to man's estate,
And give yourself to things true and great.
'When in tirnes of trouble, stress and need
I often looked to you to lead,
I found you ready to aid and cheer,
And help me to conquer doubt and fear.

I thank God for your love - strong and true,
And your counsel when I needed you,
Your steadfast loyalty to the right
Was like a star - shining in the night.

The way you iived will show me still,
How better to do, tfre Father's will,
By following Christ, who gave Lris life
To deliver us frorn sin and strife.

In our Father's horne where now you rest,
Sharing tìhe fellowship you love best'
Unitecl with clear o,nes gone before,
Know that I love you - f6¡g\tsrrns¡e.

RALEIGH W. DODSON

OBITUARIES
ELDER R. LESTER DODSON, Rutherford, N.

J., Editor and Manager of the Signs of the
TÍmes, Inc., was born May 12, 1886 at Ringgold,
nea¡: Danville, Va. He departed this life Dec. 19,

1950 at the. age of 64. He was the son of Robert
Leonard and Eliza Shelton Dodson. Surviving
are his widow, Mrs. Beulah R. Dodson a,nd one
son, R. Lester Dod'son, Jr., two brothers, Raleigh
W. Dodso,n, New York City and C. Willard
Dodsoh, Danville, Va., one sister, Mrs. W'. L.
Ferguson, Ringgold, Va., and a nurnber of nieces
ánd nephews. He was united in marriage to Miss
Beulah Robins of Richrnond, Va. on Nov. 24, 1909
in Washington, D. C.

In early life he united with úhe New School
Baptist Church, but was later persuad-ed by ex-
perience, that they .were not his people. He was
druwrl . by experience and the doctrine they
preached to unite with the Otd School Baptist
Church at Cane Creek, near his boyhood home,
and was baptized in August 1908 by the Pastor,
Elder J. M. Lewis. Later on he moved his mem-

bership to the church in Richmond, Va., the
place of his residence. Moving from Richmond to
New York City in 1911, he was received by letter
into the fellor,r'ship of the Ebeneze¡ Old School
Baptist Church in that city March 29, 1914, and
rerr¡a'ined a member there to, the end.

The Ebenezer Church seeing a gift in him
licensed him to, speak in Aug. 1918, and he was
ordained to the full function of the gospel mini-
stry Nov. 8, 1921. In less. than one year after his
ordination their Pastor, Hder John McConnell,
passed away and he was called as Pastor of the
New York Church Oct. 1, 1922. This call he
accepted Jan. 7, 1923 and continued as their
Pastor until death came. He also served the
Middletown and Wallkill Church, Middletown,
N. Y., and the Warwick Ohurch, \il'arwick, N. Y.
¿rbout 19 years. After serving for several yeans
¿rs Associate Editor of the Signs of the Times, on
Jan. 1, 1941 he purchased it from the owner, Mr.
Gilbert Bee,be and frorn then on until his death
was the Editor and Manager.

His funeral service was conducted frorn the
Colllns Funeral Home in, RutJrerford, N. J. Dec.
21, 1950 by Elders George Ruston, J. D. Wood,
H. M. Bennett, Ama,sa J. Slauson and the writer.
Interment in Hillside Cemetery, Rutherfo,rd, N. J.

It has been my privilege to be associated with
him as an'Associate Editor of the Signs prac-
tically the entire time of his ownership, and
lnere words fail to, express the love and esteem
in which he was held by me, lhe many letters
leceived from the readers of the Signrs speak for
themselves as to the esteem in 'which he was
held by the readers. Many who never heard him
preach, have been comforted by his able editoria,ls,
and though his pen has been la,id aside, and his
voice heard no more, the truth he preached will
continue to live. It can truly be said that his
labor was a labor of love al.ways rnanifersting a
spirit of brotherly kindness, forbearance arrõl
charitableness toward his brethren. Truly fhe re-
proaches of Christ were greater riehes to him
than the treast¡res of Egypt. When the word came
that he had passed away this scripture stayed
with me for days, he has kept the faith. This was
manifested by love to his brethren, being the
manifestation of the, love of God for by this you
rnay know you have passed from death unto, trife,
because you love the bretJrren. His widow, son,
and .other members of the, family, his church
and m.anly friends. have suffered a great loss yet
it is his eternal ga,in for the apostle says, for me
it is far better to depart and be with Chirst. Itre
has fought a good fight, he has kept the faitÍ:,
¿rnd finished his course; Surely he is numbered
among the ones mentioned by John, "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from hence-
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forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that tjhey may rest
from their labors; and their works do follow
them." May the God of all grace eomfort all that
mourn, and enable us to emulate the example he
has left is my desire.

(Elder) D. V. SPANGLER

MR. HOPKINS DEAN HEÏI/ITT'was born near
the, village of Halcottville, N. Y., 1868, and de-
parted this life June 21, 1950. For several years
he had been in failing health, during which time
he was under the constant care of his devoted
wife, Sister Amy Hewitt. Occasionally he was
able to, go with her to meeting, untii, through
bodily infirmities, he was confined to his home.
Ttre Sunday before he died he fell in his home.
ancl fractured his hip. Ile was taken to Margaret-
ville Hospital but graclually failed and the best
medical skill was unavailing to, stay the hand
of death. He is survived by his dear wife, Sister
Amy Hcwitt, .ar fialf-brother, Harry Hewitt, and
a. number of nephews and nieces. As a business
man, friend and neighbor he was greatly re-
spected. To those who, knew him as an adherent
of the Old School Baptist cause he was a 'worthy
rnan, ever ready to aid and never ashamed to
show where he belonged, For over thirty-three
yeaü's we knew and loved him for the truth's
sake. Many were the times, when living in that
section that r¡¡e knew he was more than just a
hearer of the Word. He and his dear companion
shöwed by their interest where their hearts were.
None in the Ca,tskill Mountains felt it more than
H. D. when I was called away frorn them to serve
the Covenanted Baptist Church of Canada, and
though it distressed him for us to, go, he never
lost that love and affection for us. While at-
tending one of the Lexington-Roxbury Associa-
tions at Halcottville, N. Y., we were in his home
and a number of Baptist friends came in and we
were favo,ured to sing a number of h}'rnns to-
getJrer. He was deeply touched, his heart was
warmed and tears fel1 from his eyes. Ife never
forgot that occasion and would often speak of
it. As one v¡ho believed in Jesurs, hie knew how
to express his unworthiness and unfitness for
such a profession,, but he knew there was sal-
vation in none other na,me, T[re writer was
called to his funeral to fulfill a long-standing
wish of the departed. He was assisted at the'
services by Elder A. H. Bellows. We tried to
comfort those in sorrow frorn the wo,rds found
in Psalm 127:2. "F:or so He giveth His beloved
sleep." Interment wâs in the Hubbell Cemetery,
Kelly's Corners, N. Y.

(Elder) GEORGE RUSTON

departecl this life Marcf¡ 1, 1950 at her home in
Be,thel, Del. She rvas born near 'Whitesville, Del.
May 18, 1872, the da;r.rghter of the late Benjamin
B. and Sarah E. Hastings. She was mar"ried to
Jacob B. McGee, Dec. 14, 1892 by the late Elder
A. B. Francis.

In the yea'r 'od 1897 she united with the Little
Cieek Old School Baptisú Church, and was bap-
'tized by Elder H. C. Ker. A few yeans later.
having moved near Broad Creek Old School
Baptish Church, she moved her membership there
where she was still a member at the time of her
dçath. She was very faith{ul to the church and
attended the meetings as long as her healfh per-
mitted. She dearly loved all the people of Old
Schoòl Baptist faith and was always happy to
be in their midst. Her home was a welcome place
to all her friends, and she especially enjoyed
having those of her faith visit her. She was
never more pleased than, when she rvas making
plans and prcparing to cntertain some of the
Elders or peoptre of her church. She' had been a

subscriber to' the Signs fol many y,ears.
Besides her hu'sband at Bethel, Del. she is sur-

vived by o.ne son, Alfred B. McGee, Laurel, Del.
and seven daughters: Mrs. Theresa Roberts, Balti-
more, Md., Mrs. Estella Gary, and Mrs. Sarah
'West, Laurel, Del., Mrs. Sallie Mae White, Del-
mar, Del., Mrs. Martha Morris, Wilmington, Del.,
'and Mrs. Elsie Hr¡ston, Seaford. De1. One son,
William B. who had been in poor health for a
number of years, died March 10, 1949. She also
Ieaves twenty-seven granclchildren, twélve greal-
granda'hildren, one sister, Mrs. Martha' Holloway,
Newark, Md., and one brother, Mr. Ananias
Hastings, Salisbury, Md.

The funeral service was conducted by her
Pastor, Elder H. M. Bennett in ühe Little Creek
meeting-hor.rse, and her body placed in the acl-
joining cemetery. Written by hel daughter.

(Mr.s.) ELSIE HUSTON

MISS EVA ASHBEY passed away sucldenly at
her home in Noank, Conn., Feb. 8, 1951. She
united wit6 the Ebenezer Primitive Baptist
Church in New York City'and was baptized by
the late E1der R. Lester Dodson in June 1.925.

Many will remember her having attendecl the
'Warwick Association. She was quiet and unas-
suming and dearly lovecl by the membels of her'
home church. While able to travel, she came
frequently to. the meetings in New York, but on
account of a fractured hip bad not been able to
make the trip for several years but was in cor-
respondence with us. In her last letter she mani-
fested her love for the church and was grievetl
at the passing of Elcler Dodson.

CYRUS RISLERMRS, EMMA G,{LENA HASTTNGS McGEE
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CORRESPONDENCE not to be liept secret, it nrust be 'pult-
"For rhus saitl¡ the Lord God; Behold, ' lishr¡tL t9 th-e distant isles' ancl declarecl

I, even I, ,will both search rny sheep, and to lie the L'¡tlrdis rt'orli, for as certairr

seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out i ¿ìS hel lfACl SC¿tter:eCl thern, beCatrSe tlf
his flock in the day rhat he is among their sin he rvould. gather thenl for his
his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek ' û1\,¡ gl'r¡'. ttllor the ¡ord. hath reclee¡lecl

:i:il"";H";ffi1îiTruilJå"0ï:*Jii . ,T¿1¡,ob, ¿ncr r.¿ìrìsoned hi', frorr ,r,r
tered in tihe cloudv and da¡'k day. A¡rd 1 lutnd of hinr (the ¡-ron'er of clarknes's)

will bring the¡n out from the people, and.r. that rv¿ts strolger th¿t¡ hc'tt
gather them frorn the countries, and will \Ye rìo1\' urlclerstand 1,he cause Nlt.v
bring them tó their own land, and feed this cleclaration n'¿rs lttade for he tlt¿tl
them upon the mountains of Israel by the t. sc¿rttered l*r¿ìel for their SinS h¿ts rq-
rivers, and in all the inhabited places of cleer'ecl thenl b,v the s¿r,critice of ¡is r

the countrv'" Ezek' 34:11-13' son. Jesus c-nrlst: ârìcl rve understa.ncl
Iì¡:,r¡-¡rr;ns o¡. TrrE DEAR OLr) srt+xs: Il)' the cause s-hy the gosl)el is sent t<r all

')r,)o" ll""roission, ancl if ¡-ou thiuli iL r¿ìtiorìs. It is because there ¿tre soìll('
ivorth! of space, I desire to n'rite but of the Lortl's shecp scattered arrong
ir feu' thougÈts of nr¡- unclerstanclìng of l,ìtertt, arrcl the Lord rvjll ìrring therrt

the ¿tbor.e scriptule. B¡' the rnoutli of hOrue. Ilacts ¿lre truth and n'ill not
tn-o or thr.ee ìr'ittr"**"* e\ier.\. rvolrl is r:ieltl to crror'. lf n'e, lrporr ex¿ìlllinati0rr,
to be t+stablishecl, alcl here tile proplrct sho:uld fiircl that the Lorcl's Ì-rtlolìe are

I,)zekieì agÌees u'ith fsaiah and Jere. not spoken of ¿rs bcing his before the.v

nli¿r,h as to tne gatlrering together of t'ìlc ¿lre conr-ertecl, and that the¡-- do lot
cìl¡,rc,h 9f God ulcler'1h"-gu*pol, ancl .'bear the apliic¿rtion sheeP until chitttg-

t'he certai¡t¡- of their bc'ing-thã Lorcl's ed b¡- g^râce ancl brotrght iuto the fold,

11<tople befoi.e ilrc¡- ¿ìre gÀtherecl, anrl theu the :trrtninian doctriile i's tme: but
i¡oi th"i" being his is the c¿r,use rvhv i. if n'e shoulcl fincl it ¿t fact tha't the
ti" I-iorcl u':ill liring thenr houle to ¡',l,orrl's lreople are spohen oi as being
himself. Let us ex,ruline Jereuliah 31:10. his before they are converted' ancL that
'¡.[Ieal the rvold of the Lord, O ye n¿- the¡' actualt-V tto be¿tr the apPlic:rtiotr
tions, ancl declare it in the isles afar shee¡r before they are charrg"ed b;'- grace'

off, ancl su-v, IIe that sc¿rttered ls'rael ' ¿tncl broug rt into the folcl, then thc¡

rviíì gather hirn, and heep lriur, ¿Ìs ¿l arrninian theory is false ancl should bt¡

shephärd cl'th his flockJ' the t)ro- ex'osed i¡s ¿ì,n enmi:t-v of truth. It is

phet Jerernia.h ancl Isaial âgree per- r-icked:ress of ¿r 'crirninal n¿r'ture to bc-

iecfl,v in the doctrine ancl f¿Liih of 
-the 

'lie't'e a lie and. undertake to enforce it
go*pät church for rve filcl here not ottl¡' ils the truth. If Gocl's rvorcl rvill not
ãht¿ certain,t¡- of the l-¡ortl gathering hìs or cloes not settle the '¡rcint one lv¿lJ¡

s¡a,tteretl f-srael, 'a,1cl kìre1'ring ihortt ol' tltc other: rve' should dro¡r flhe cott-

rr{re¡ ga¡rc'rerl, lrut also iliat this is tnrvers¡'. f lnttint¿rin that Gotl's Peo'lrl
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¿rre spol(en of ¿s his sheep bcfor.e the.r'
al'c" bx)ucùt into the foÌct or church.
ifhus l<eei'ring in viery the scr.iptulaì
facts ah'eacl¡' brought to vic¡n' n e shaìl
no\\' exatììine a fet' rnore poin'ts.((All n'e liìie sheep har-e gone astra¡-;
n'e hat'e trrrnecl eyer\¡ one to his on n
\\'A\-." ilhe,rùolt¡ flocli of Gocl,s llco-
plc is c,ertairrl-v here spoìieir of as being
lilie sheelr tha,t have stra¡-ecl off, not
1iì<e sheep tru.ning to goa'ts by stra¡-
lrrg oft bui the¡- a,r'r: liÌie stral' shee¡r,
l-andeliug or turning to 'his o\\¡n l\'¿tr':
ancl thc Lord .laid on Clhrist, thc glori-
orts Shephercl of his sheep, (not goats)
the hiquit¡' of us alì-¡'ss all, ¡6t il
pult. the initluitr. of t'he .n{tole flocìi
r-as laicl upon Ohrist. ('\\rho his on-n
self bare ou.r sius in,his orvn bocl.v on.
tle tree, that rr-e, being clea.cl to sins,
shoulcl ì ir'e uuto rirghteousrrtiss : l,J-

'l-lxrse stri¡res .\'e \\-et,o healecl. lìolr ve
\yere' trs Shee¡t going astr.a,r'i llut ¿ì,r'e
rioqv 'r'etur,necl rulto the Shepherd arrcì
Bishop of vour souls.', I Peter 2:24.
,\otice Peter saitl to these stlanger.,i
th¿rt rv'ere scatterecl in these cliffer.enl:
lrror-inr:es th¿tt the¡- \yere like sheelr
scatterecl, but ¿rr.e non- r'etulnecl un.tr)
thc She¡rhercl ¿utcl Bisholt of their souls;
and just ¿rs certa;in ¿ìs I rìtìt ,cor,rect irr
tìris fact, the ¿rrmirrian s.r'sterrr must ftrll,
¿ulcl the cloctrine of election and ¡rre-
clestirr¿Ltion is rr llible tnrth. Pe-ter is
hete absolutcl¡. in ¿rc(:or<l I'ith the
1n'o1ilret fsai¿h in the suffer.ing of
Clrr:ist, ¿rs rvell as the c¿-,use, nhy; anrl
tha,t of thc chilclren of Go.cl being ns
sheep gone astra¡'. îlìe sc¿rtterecl breth-
ren he \\-¿ts lLo\\¡ 'n,riting of n,erc of
those sheep n-ho tver.e n.o\\- r.eturniug tt'r
Clllist ¿s the Sheplierd. 'lhe s¿rrne nl¿rr-
br¡ s¿icl to ¿rntl of eve,r,v chilcl of grace
brorrght horne to the fold. l(But he an-
snrerecl and sa.icl, I am not sent but un-
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
ll¿tt. 15:24. If the Savior is to be be-
I ieved in tlìis pointetl statenrent, ¿rnd
r'Ìrì b(,r rtolrectly rurler'stootl, ì thirrk it

rvill settle the point in hallrl. Thlrs tìrer.
are callecl sheep nhile in their scattereii
situ¿rtion. John 10:1-2 pror-es that tìrerejs a shee¡'rfold, there is a cloor into it,
ancÌ th¿rt Ch,r.ist, the r.c¿rl Shepherd, err-
terecl into the sheepfolcl b¡' the cloor,
ancl th¿lt ¿ll l'ho hatl cotììe befol'e
Cht'ist,'clirnbing o\¡cr the rvall, 1\'etc
thievcs ancl robbers. Tlc thircl y€r.sr:ì
plores th¿rt the door. into the shee¡r-
fold f\.¿ìs guardecl b¡' ¿ì, porter $'ho
rr-oulcl not open to anl b,ut the she¡r-
hertl of tlie sheep n'ho c¿rule in b.v ilrc
door'. ifhe porter I beìieve to be the
cher;¡rbinrs and flauring srvor.d u-hich
tnlus evell- n'a¡- to liet-'p thc l.tr.v of the
tree of life :n'hich is the tr.uth antl jus-
tice of Gocl, and n.jl'l not ac,krxrn-leclgcr
sa,tisfaction of any nor. ad.lnit of anv
beiug the shephercl of thc sheep bub
[]ltrist the heacl ¿rncl husb¿rncl of t,hc
churc;b, the goorl Shephetd I'ho carììe
ìn ,b¡' the door. of pro¡rhec¡- :rccording
to the pìan. of salvatjon ¿rs secru.ed jlr
the coven¿rnt of grace. the shepher.rì.
ancl or\.ner of the sheep, ìraving rnaclc
goocl all darnagc's, the lan- being fuì-
fillccl, nuLgnifiecl ancl lnacle honorable,
tnrth ancl justice tr,ekrrorvledgecl anrl
saicl, ìet the prisoncr.s go fr.ee. thls thir
slure¡r, though cleacl irr sin, can b¡' clivinc
po'\\'er be quicliened ancl nlade to he¿u:
thc r-oice of C'lrrist and ìivs dtl ¿rnl the
goocl slrcphercl, ancl linon' nt'r sùeep, nn.cl
aur luron'n of luirre. ¡\s the l¡ather
l<rroleth Ììle, eyen so linow I the F¿rtlier,:
allcl I ltr¡' dorvn ru.v life for the shec¡r.
.\rrd othet sheep T har-e, n,hich ar.c not
of this tokl : tlrenr also I rnust bring,
¿trcl ther. shall hear nry r-oi(.e i ¿ìrìrl
there sh¿rll be one folcl, antl one shep-
llercl." Gocl's national Israel, as his
chosen people, he had tre¿rsured up ¿ts
Itis clistinguishecl people; the covenantrs
n'ith all the ricù treasures of his houst-'
arrcl nation is here spohen of ¿rs thc
fold, ancl the sheep -rvhich the Savio¿,
cì¿rirns as his u'ere rxrt of this (Jervish)
foltl, but were eyiclentl.l' thosc of rvìron¡
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ühe sever'¿r1 pr'ophets spokc of ¿rs being
the sca,tterecl chosen <'¡f Ziott' of Israd
vhitù l-ere scatterecl in clifferent isìes
lnìong\the Gentites, not of the Jes'ish
r¿rti<-¡n or fold, ¡-et the¡' ¿rre his sheep,
hc brings thetn holrle. '('Ihenr ¿rlso T

lllust bri.ng, ¿rncl the¡' shall heal lì1,\:

voice; ¿uld there shall be one folcl, ancl
onc shepltertl.lr'-no¡t trvo. Positive lan-
guage. the Sar-ior s¿ricl the"v ¿rre his
shee¡; ancl he must brjng them. Yorr
sa¡-, the¡- rttt¡- becone his sheep if ¡'otr
n-ill. acceltt hinl ¿tncl conle. lhe Saviol:
s¿r)-s, the-v shall hea'r llis vtlice. You
sr¿r)', th¿tt if .vou rrill becoure obedient
r-ou rvilì hear his r-oice ancl bec<-rllle his
slreep. Jesus said, the good Sheplrclrl
linou-s his sheep, spealiing of theltl ¿ls

alread;" being'his sheep n'as the reasolì
u'h¡' he gave his life fol thern. \Iou stt¡',
the goocl shepherd gaYe his life nol,
for sìree1r llut for gotrts, alìetl simrers,
to nr¿rkc them sheep prtlviclecì. the¡' n'iìl
rrccept :hirn. ¿rs their person¿rl S¿rriior anrl
obe¡' hirn.

Yotr tnit¡r tloìY see. the point ¿tt issue
botr.een tlre Sayior and the ¿tllninjan
theorr- of í'etigion s,hjch is 'pttpular rvith
the l'orlcl. Hon' do ¡<ru thiuk th<l con'
tr:ovetsr: s'ilì cotne out bettyeen , ¡'ou
antl the Savior? The cost mtlst be paid.
Lct, us heal one serrten<le nLore on thrl'
¡rart of the .s¿rvior:, bu't ;e believe not
llec¿ltrse )-e ârc not ilY sìee1l. 'Ihe
Savior sho$'s hele the cause n'h¡' thosil
rvicktrl J'en,s clicl not belierre in lirn.
It n-as 'because tlre"r' l'ere not of ltis
sìree1r. ('tr'or the Son. of lnarl js corni)
to save th¿rt which l-a,s lost' I-l'on' thilrlr
r-c? ill ¿r ur¿tlt h¿tl'e art hundrecl shee¡1,

antl one of thern. be gone :rstra-v, clotìr
hc not le¿rve the rtinet.v and nine, ancl
goetlr into the nrountains, and. seehe.th
that nhich is gone asüra,y?" The Savior
here expresses the object of his com-
ing into the nor,lcl. It lras to save th¿tt
rvhic.h 'w-as lost. Can ¿tllv uan in trutli
sa¡. hc ha,s lost that rvhic,h lte nevcl:
hac.l? Ì tllillk not. (('\rlcL Jesus saitl unto

hirn, l['his cltt¡- is salva,tiorr coule to tltis
hollse,(i+1'v"r'v"r'lr'nl'r the SCUr Of lu¿rn iS
come to seek and. t¡r save that n'hich
r'¿ls .lost." \\te uon- underst¿tnd n'h¡' the
S¿rvior called Z¿rcchaetrs clon'n ¿tncl n-ent
to hi,s house. I,t rvtrs because he n'a.s a

son of ,lbr:rharn, or one of tht¡ lost
sheep of the house of Israel ald ttlust
be broug'ht honte. "Ancl ougùrt nc¡t this
\\'onìan, being a daughter of Abrahtrttr,
n honr Sa,tan hath bouncl, Io, these eigh-
been yezrrs, be loosed frolrr this lxtutl
on the s¿bbath da,-I?" Ilere \\'e filrd
i;s a" dauglrter, of .i\brahattt, ancl sht:
must be loosecl, even if it be on the
sabbath day, f,rrtrm Satan. IIc is nt¡t ttr
lieep her allarvs bound untler her ilt'
firmiúies. \\¡e inig'ht quote ltlan\- lìlol.ú
passages of d.ivine rvrit rvhich ¡rrot'e:l
that Christ canre, suflferecl ancl died for
his ¡røople, not to rnake thern his brrt
because the¡. l\-ere his. Iles'pectfull.r
sulrmittecl. (lìlcler) B. Il. \rtrr\I-,Sit'ON

1101 Se'ale Drive, Dallas, lexas
,l.o ,u,1, r'lIlIt IrotrslDrrolD or¡ Ì'arrlr: .Iìor
sollre tinre I hÌave hacl ¿r desire to rvr:ite
u-hat I hope tt'as the bìessed S¿rior's
n'ill in leatlilrg this poor sinrrer ft:our
n¿rture¡'s tlarkness into the glorious
ligùt ancl tibert¡' of his de¿it Son. Il.r'
father ¿rlrd lnother tvere b:rptizetl iuto
the old church, when I n'as Íù ìlìere
chiìcl. b¡- Lrrrcle Berr P,a,rker as he n:¿s
Iovingl-v called. b-v all tt'ho linew hinl.
He, n'ith others of the Raptists, s¡lent
rìì¿ìtì.1: nights a,t lnv father's htlllre arl,l
r'oulcL sit ¿rncl talli for half the night
¿r,bout the 'tvontlerful n'orks of Gocl in
n'a,tching or-el lr'is litUe ones. I l'ould
slip into an unnoticecl corner and listetr
for hours. I clo not linorv nù¡- for I
dial not uncler"stancl 'w'hat the¡'' rvertr
ta,ìhing about, but it rvas 'su'eet to nle'
Not ìong afterrv¿rrcls I becaltle cleepl.r
interested in rn-v soults sal'r'a,tion. I san'
nr;'self a rvretched sintrer, undone alltl
lost n'ithout Gotl ¿tncl 'n'ithtrut ltope itt
thc n,orltl. Oh ! n'hat il rvr:e1'chet.L and



100 SIG.NS OF THE. TIMES
rlndone sin[er I n'as. I begarr to read
the Bible and se¿rrch for sornething that
might give me a little confort, but in-
stead of obtaining ,a,ny cornfor.t I sanh
cleeper into the belly of hell. this rvent
on for sever¿rl year.s. In the rneantime
a brothel of mine, Walter Neel (knorvn
br. rn¿n-v of the BtLptists in the South)
united "r'ith the church a,ncl irnmecli-
ately became intpresseil and liurclenecl
l-ith the hrrol'ledge of h¿ning to preae.h.
I1e, in his trouble, lvas a groat corn-
fort to me. He rvoulcl help tnd u'ash
the clishes'a.t n'ight antl 'n.e n-oulcl con-
fitle in each other about oul. tr.oubles.
Wheri I felt that nr¡' da¡'s u'ere fen.
upon the earth and. I was slnhirrg don.n
Jrt n'oe, he told ure that f n'¿rs just bc-
ginning to live arrd to ro¿rcl Gal¿ltians
5:17. f rlid ancl u-¿Ls cornfortecl to soruc
c¡xtent. I fouucl,.that Paul saicl, ('Thrr

flesh lusteth agairrst the Spirit, ancl, the
Spiri! against' the flesh : ¿nd 'f;hese arr
contra,r.v the one to the ttthcr : so th¿lL
;'e carlnot clo the things that ._ve rvould..,'
The apostle P¿uul ntust h¿lve been ex-
periencing th'is st¿rte of n'arf¿rre n'hen
he saicl, ((Ir'or I clelight in the larv of
Gocl: after the inrvard ma,n: but I see
¿rnother lan, in rrrv nlernbers, n ar.ring
a,ga,inst the lan' of nry rnintl, and l-rring-
ing me into captivjt¡' to the l¿rrç of sin
nùich ìs in nr¡. rletttbet's." Rorn. 7:22-2?r.

I n'ill h¿rsterr a,lorrg to the fjrst set-
lnon ì he¿n'd rn¡' br.othel: ltrcach. ft n as
¿rt ¿rn Association. I clo rrot reurernber
l.hether he tooh a text but I lvill neyer
forget hrrl' he so beautifull¡' picturerl
tlrc bilcls in their nests in the ced"¿lr.s of
I-,,ebanon. When he finishecl I felt that
I n'otrlcl be liouncl to go clon-l in tor-
nlent. I arose and st¿u,terl to le¿r'e thc
room.for I thought e\¡ery one coulcl see
rvha,t a sinner I -n"as. I{rhen f leacheci
the door I looliecl bach. lVI.v brother -ç'as

corning to nre, he tooh rne in his ¿r.rms
and lspoke n ord.S ,of comfort to rn¡' poo,r.
heart. He a,sl<eil me nh¡ I ditl not coute
hornc 1,o rn¡' friencls and tell thern n'hab

gt'eat thing the Lord had. clone for me.
I felt that he rv¿ts ntocl<ing tne, but nrr
he vould rrot do that. f thought he
hacl ne\rclr rcalized rvh,at an rludone
n'retch f sras. Some tiule ¿rfter this I
felt that f ryas clying ancl I linen- hell
n oulcl be uly ¡rortion, th¿rt it n'oulcl be
irnpossible for Gocl to save such ¿r sin-
ner as f. I a.r'ose frorlr nr.r- lled for I
n'¿s sruotheriug and. hnerv I rvoul,cl soon
bc gone. I rvas afraic]. and clicl not rv¿rnt
to die ¿rlone so I staltecl to nr;' moth-
er's bed to tell her but turnetl ¿rnd
werrt out the back cloor. î'here '\y¿ìs ¿r

large tree in the ;':rrd and I fell clon¡n
at its roots thinkirrg irr the rnorning
thc¡ l.iìl fincl me antl burl' this lurnlr oll
cla¡', but nn' soul 'rvill be bur.ning iri
torluent. rúO rvret<.,hed nran that .I arn !

n'hd shall deliver nre frolr the bocl¡- of
this cleath ?" llhen ,I hearcl rr voi{:e, rì
soft stiìl voice, ((Talie ru-v volie u¡ron
;'ou, and lea.rn of lue: frlr I ant nleeli
ancl Iowl¡- in heart: ancl ¡'e shall firrcl
rest unto _your souls. I'or n¡- ¡-oke is
eas¡' zrncl my burclen is light.tt I oan
neyer tell of the jo-v and beauties of
that night. lI-v rnincl was clirected" tt-¡
the church, and after bre¿rliing rnan,r.
¡l'ouriscs I firrzrll¡- \\-ent, 'but before thc
ch¡- n'as gone I lyâs son']- I dirt for I
feìt f had imagined it all ¿rntl deciclecl
f would lot be baptized.

I n'¿rs just a .young- girì of tl.ent.\-
tvo .t-e¿trs ancl felt that uì)- J¡ol"rng
friellds r-ould nraì<c sport of rne ¿nd,
not like lrìe alìari more for the Oìd Bap-
tists n'ere not ¿r fashionable church, in
fact the.r- r'ere lool<ed tlon'n olr b'r, tlrt'
n-orlcl. I n'ent to spend the niglrt in tlrr-.
houre of one of lìry rìÌârri€d blothers ¿rnd
hacl fully cletemrinecl nt¡t to be bap-
tizccl, but the nex,t ruoming ur¡' sister-
in-la.n' began paclçing nl)' clothes for
baptism.'n'hile I dressecl, ancl sent the
suit-case to the rragon (n.e traveled in
ry¿tgons then) b¡- one of her children.
I n'ns ash¿rnrecl to tell her rvhat rva,s irr
mv urind so .let it pass. I felt this bur-
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den ¿ncl this terrible tlre¿rcl until I
carne uì) out of the n:atel and then I
felt so tight zrn<ì, happ.-1. the congrega,'
tion on the bank n'as singing the oltl
hyrnn, r¿llhe blood bought tttcrc',¡' setlt"
in I-,lo¡'d's h"Ì-lln booh. I n-¿rnted to shou¡
atrcl praise God for s'hat he had dorre
for a, lroor rvretch like rne, btrt I soon
stoplretl thinking the people l'ould thinli
rne cr¿z]'. The olcl prophet strid, "llìhere
is a p:l.th n'hich no fo'wl knon'eth, ancl
rvhich the vulture's eye hath not seeu:
tìre lion's r,rhelps h¿rve not trocld'en it,
nor the fierce lion passed b"l' it," .vet
it is s¿ritl that "fools sh¿rll not err
therein." Could it be possible tliat I
found it? auel

"Now, rny "gm¡ant 
of days

Would I ,spend to his praise
Who hath died my poor soul to redeem;

'Whether many or few,
All my years are his due,

May they all be devoted to him."

I have hacl a ltÍtllìe rvith these ile¿rr
crhildren of GocI fol fifty-trro ¡-eaLs, Ítntl
if ¡rossilrle I love thern more and rì.ìorc
¿s tirne goes on. r\[;' 'n'hole desire is trl
Iive irr a \y¿lï acceptable to thern and.
rìr\- Ile¿lvenlr- I¡ather'. Gorl ktlotvs tìllr
lleart ancl huon's therc i:s lì-o good in
it, that it "js decei'tful ¿rbove all thiugs.
lucl despertrtely n'iclied: rvlio c-¿ìu l<ltott'
it?:' I often get out of the u a¡' ancÌ
h¿u'e to bc chastised, but it is goocl fol
nlc. the scr:iptures sa¡', i'Beholcl, lr:rpp¡-
iis the rran n'hom God. correcteth:
therefore clespise not thou the chasten-
irrg of the Äluright;': for ìe rnaheth
sore, antL bindeth up: lre l-ound.eth,
¿rnd. his hancls malie rvhole." I feel that
I knon' sornething about this. TTe has
been so rvonderfully goocl to llre after
bincling up rny $rourcls. My clear com-
panion n'as a nlcnr.ber of the old church
man) years, being baptÍzeil by rny
brotlrer, but I n'as baptized, by lìltlet'
S. P. PipÌrin lìo\\- clcce¿rsed. il n 11

rì'r¡' llrother is a lso deceased' l\['t'

dear conrlra.rriorr passed an'a¡- iu 191ìfi
¿rnd I have s¡rent rììan) lonel¡- da¡'s
n-ithout hint, but I have trvo rvonderful
solrs. The oldcst lives next door to mc
¿rncl is such a. cornfort. He looks after
ure so carefully and. is the only nleììt-
ber of the Old Iìaptists anyn'here rrear
rne. l\re htlr-e ntany pìeasant coil-et's¿ì-
tions "n'hich is ,a great consolation arrrl
plcasure to rne. lf,v youngest sorr :lives
in Californi¿r. }[e rvent there for his
health. I-Ie neler unitecl n'ith tlrc Bap'
tists but is ¿r, strong clefender of thtt
faith. I see hiln atrout once ¿ù -yeåï.I have hacl so uì¿tlly stra,rlge thirtgs
Irzrppen to nre, (f sa¡- hap¡ren but the¡-
did rrot hap¡ten ) no the¡- n'ere fixetl
things ancl hacl to be. The Gotl of thc
universe has shon'n ììle solìte stt'attgtt
things. I linon' jt n'as lte fot I halc
the e'r'itlence, but n'lr.r he is rnindful of
rne, a lroor n-eak, sinful 'creature I do

- rrot ìinon'. I rvoulcl lil<e to tclll of a fen',
if r.ou c¿trr bcar trrith rtrer fol the benefiii,
of r¡r¡' chilclren ancl gr.ancì'children, aurl
gen.erations orr dorvn the line-. If¡' old-
est son \\-as across the rvaters in the
last n'ar ahnost tn'o --vears. I sufferetl
rìrarì)- lorrg sìeepless nights on a.ccouni,
of it. llhe God of heayt¡n shon'etl nlc
ìn¿rn-y n'onderful yisions. I rrill sa.\'
rnisions for I lino$' the-v n'ere. I 'rvilì
tell ,r'ou of the lrr'st olre first. I.t rvls
in the earl¡. surnnrer of the closing of
the u-,ar. I was aione n'ith the shades
clo-n'n and. the cloor closed and ì\'¿ls
reading the Bible. I turnecl a page antl
looked. up, rìly eyes fell upon the mir-
loi' and. lo .[ sal' the ulost n'onclerful
pi.ctrure. It n'as as'e-inspir:ing and to
this cta¡- I cannot think of it .rvithout
the sane unexplainable feeling. I satt'
a bc'autiful gl:Ñe of green trees in 'r,

snì:ootlì, level, gl'eelì., meado'tt', and 'ltroop of soldiers in uniforrn leisurel¡-
noving ¿lbout. In the foroground n'ero
tn'o n'hite flags ri¡tpling in the llrcezc.
While I l<xrl<ed tltc largt't' olìe c¿ttlle 1,tr

the grountl in :t soft, I'hito lteitJr. t
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liept staring :rntl 'later the surall onc
came don'n ancl bunchecl arouncl the
pole. 'I'then noticed. zr very large nzrn.
he being visible from just above his
knees dolvu, pass on out of sig'ht. I{e
rvas ju,st bacli of the flags. this n'¿rs
about I o'c-locl<. I rvonclerecl n"h¿rt it
rv¿rs ¿lncl finall.v decicletl it nrust bc :t
reflection from outside, but I kept g'az-
ing in r\.onder lmon'ing there n'as no
olrening to the orrtsidt:, but I looliecl
to,rnalie sure and n-hen I looliecl badi
the picture rlvâs gorìe. I sat for hours
n-ondering n'ha,t it rneant. I knen' it
\r'¿ìs supernatural and that God hacL :t
I)lu'Ìrose in shorving it to tne, but coultt
not alrive at an¡' solutiol. Ab<lrt 12
o'clocl< I rvent, to becl stili ¡xrzzì ing
about it. Just at 3 o'clocÌi 'sontething
rr'âkenecl me. f n'ondered n'hat it n-as
for .f could not hear a s<luucl, but I
félt so c¿rlnr ancl contentecl. Ii'inalh, 'l

openecl rÌì \. eJ'es a,rrcl thc¡' ft¿Il on thcr
s¿une rnirror an.tl the s¿tute beautiful
piCturè. I looheü '¿ucl l'onclerecl, finall¡
I clecicled to put urv hand on it to
see n'hat it n'as. Then renletnbering that
befoíe nhen I tooh nì)' e.yes off it jt
clisappeared I n-as careful to not l.el;
that 'happen trgain. llrhen rly foot
touched thc floor I steppecl on one of
ri¡. shoes rvhirjh threl' me off balance
anrl n'hen I lookecl up it was gone. T

thought ¿rncl rvonderecl ¿rbout it so lnuclr
I deciclecl to u'rite niy son ancl ¿rsli ifi
hc coukl explain it. I also n'r'ote rnv
brother and thq' both ansn,erecl n-ith
lhe s¿rrle interpretation th¿tt the l'al
n'oultl close before the grass u.nd trees
burnecl brol'n, ancl the large nran jusi
bacìi of the flags'"n-¿ls the blessecl Savjor
l':Ltchirrg over ¿ntl eatJng for his peo-
plc. He saicl he r-ould be n'ith them Ín
the sirth trouble ¿rncl in the seventl he
n'ould not forsahe them.

I har.e h¿rd seyeral other visions just
¿rs -n'onderful and strange as this that
I ma¡' n-rite ,about sorne other timc. If¡"
letter is getting too ìong. If tltis :is rrot

¿uì crxper'ience of gr¿ì.ce then I have
none. ft seems to rne thel'e is n:ot much
to it, but I n'oulcl not take ten thou-
sand lyorlcls like this for it. lìxamine i';
¿rnd if it is rvorth an¡'thirrg you rnay use
it as you see f,it, if not cast it aside
a,ncl all rvill be n'ell n.ith this old sin-
uer'. I am fa,st going dorvir thc hitl of
tinle. I h¿'r'e but one rìr.orc river to otîss,
erncl ma¡' it please the Ahnight.y to bc
there ancl n'a,ft me over to the other'
side rvhere u-e n'ill sing pra,ises to the
Great f Am, n'here there 'rvill be nc
uìore sorro.t\- lì.or sighing; rvhere n-e rvill
ever be n ith God and the holr- angels,
singing the song that no man kno'u'eth.
;f littie sister sar.ed b¡' grace if savecl
¿rt all. (Mrs.) SAL,LIIì NIìEI., LUCB

Route 6, Hopkinsville, Ky.
Iìr,lrun D. l-¡. Or,:tnx, ,Dnen Rtorlrpn l¡i
.\ s\vnnt rropll: f r.eceiverl ¡'our letter:
sonre tilre pzlst ancL ha've thoug'ht to
¿ì,ns\rer it, but could not bring tn¡-self to
clo so. Nol'if God n'ill give me a mincl
to ryrite I l'ant to rvrite of the nìerc)'
bcsto't'ecl upon a certain people of Gocl
ancl lrrecious. It'or a text I n'ant to use
lìzek. 20:i17. ((A.nd, I ,ryill cause you to
puss under the lod., and, I 'will brJng
¡ou into the bond of the col't¡n¿rnt.t' \ro
chastiseurent seerns good. fol the pr:esent,
but ¿tfterrvarcl rvorhs the . peaceable
ffmits of ljghteousness. I'irst, rve desil'e
to cousicler to 'rvhonr this is ¿rdd,ressed.
ft is being zrdclressed to t'he house of
Isr'¿tel onl¡'. Gocl in olden tjrnes spoke
to n¿ltion¿rl Israel b¡' the mouth of thc
pr'<4thgt. ffhese s¿tnle trrords are no\\¡ ap-
pìicable (to us) to spiritqal Israel, or
toì the elect accord.ing to the fore-
linon'leclge of God, slririt'ual fsrael lle-
ing now sca,ttered through the rvhole
e¿rrth for not all Israel is of Israel, but
"iu fsaac shall thy seed be calletl."
"J¿rcob is the lot of His inheritance."
Gocl is not speaking to ever)¡ nran of
,\danrts race, but onl¡' to fsrael rvher'.
ever the)' rna.;'be. The Olcl and l{en" Test¿r-
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nìerì.ts ¿rre lrot acldressecl to rt] l ol.

'ld,anl's l'¿lce, 'ltut to those cllosen rlf
God in his Son back in eternit.v befot't¡
tìlc n'orìcL 1\'¿ts. Ilis chilclren ÍIle thc
ortl,v orte,s th¿rt ca,n rcceir-c it for: it is
oli the Spirit ancl Ure u'orld 'carurot rtl-
ceivc tìre things of the Sp'irit.

Ilrother l)an, you 'tt-rote of ¡'ottr a f-
fÌictiolrs antl of being ¿rlone at that tilne,
(rrrrcl I l<notv that the¡' are great) antl
of .r'oru' son's ¿tcciclent and the serious-
ness of it. I h¿tve ntedlit¿rtetl olì tltis
in this text as it is appJic¿blc to all of
ns. 'llhe -.\erv 'I'estautent is rl'ri.tterl ttl
¿ certaiu cha'r,acteristic people, ancl the¡'
¡Ìr'e ¿ specitrl lteoplc elected according
to Ure foreknorvleclge of God, tucl thele
js not â, cornmand, exhort¿ttiorl o;:

llrourise recorded in the Bible u'ithorrt
a t:ert¿rin clescriptivtt chara,r:ter being^

4plied. l feel that I rvould be guilt.l-
of hig'h treason before urv Gotl jf I
shotrlcl tr¡ to apply any ¡ralt of thtr
scri¡rttrles as aplrlying to the l'holtr
.\clarlric ,race.

\\-e l'ill consicler to $'horn he \\'¿ls

spealiing. It'ilst, rve -tvill tahe the gtott,

in the text, and t}rzrt yott.trplrlies to all
those that vere chosen in the everl¿rsL-
ilg covena.nt, atl those s'ho 's'il'l btl
finall¡- housecl iIr he¿r-en ¿rnd jlnrrlortal
glor'¡-. I do not ,n'ant to ìrorc .vou trs I
soluetimes thinh l clo those 'tt'ho sit
under the souncl ofl nry voice 'tr',herl trt''
irrg to slreali in FIis lt¿ììtle, ancì. f hopt'
Ijlis uhonor, but I tt¿rnt to stress thtr
f¿rr:t th¿rt ¿tll scripture is n'r'ittctr t<r

¿rncl for the cousol¿ttion of (ìotl's cùi l-
clrelr onl.t-. Seconcì, rve rvill consiclel' tìlll
/ iucrluded in the text, ¿tlrcl corlsiclelr
tr'ho the ,1 is that ,is ltere spetlliittg. It,
js the gretrt Gorl, the one n-ho cl:eatetl
the heayens ancl the e¿rrth: tlle ollt
l,',ho cztst, as it rveî'e, the stars into thtl
ether of the heavels an.cl c¿nrses e¿tclr

ancl e'r'er'-v one to sn'ing in its orvn or-
bit ¿rnr1 not hindel the otlers at a,ll:
.tìre Olre nho slrealis ¿rnd it is clone: the
One ,s'llo tt'orlis ¿rll things after thc

r.rorursel of hi.s l'ill ancl lone can. sttl.-Y
lris h¿nd; the One l'ho cleclarccl (\i'
(rrr¡' n-ord) shall not returrt unto llli:
voitl, but it sh¿Lll accotnplish that rvhich
I pìeerse, ¿rncl jt slrall lrrosper in the
thing n-heleto I sencl it." It is Gocl rvhcr
Il¿rs spolien, n'ho has clectr¿trecl this
thing. Ilc collnlancls and ìt stands fast,
he has spolien it, he 'n'ill also do it, hc
has lrurposecl it he tvill also brirrg it ttr
pass. llhat great ancl er-er to be ar-lorccl
G<-rd slrea,l<s str-virrg, "I rvill oÍtttse )'olt
to pzrss unclel the rod.t' O Il¡ soul. lt'h¿lt
cloes hc rtre¿rtr bt- this stattlttteut, alrrl
lrr¿ry I ¿rsli n'hat is the rocl? \\'llen I
thinl< of the rod I thinli of rn¡' cle¿rr olcl
father, n'horn I believe is no'rr restirlg
in lllessecL rest l-here rìo ltlol't¿tl oi
earthì¡- trouble can evel disfurb that
re;st, n'hert he rvouìcl cha,stisc nle; ltol'
sn'eet .it l-¿t,s aftern'ard to reist irl ltis
sule rnercy n'hen he 't'ould talie me itl
his arlls ancl solace nle. '(IIe thzrt s¡tar'-
eth his loil hateth hi"s son: but he tltrti.
loveth hitn chasteneth hiru betinres.''
"ll¡horn the Lorcl lor.eth he chastenetìr,
antl scourgeth e'ver¡r soir rvhonl lte rtl-
ceiveth.'2 I belie'r'e that troubles, triaìs,
tenlptatioris, trfflictions, tribulations, all
things th¿rt so solelv ol)press God.'s lit'
tle ones are the srnarting of the ltltl.
'llhe.r- are not b.r' irccident, the.v clo not
oc(:.lll: bv chllrce, but Gotl in his n'istlolr¡
causes ¡-ou to ltttss rrncler thelll.

IJlother l)atr, ¡-ou cannot esctt¡le them
fol thc¡' ¿re .l¿ticl iu ¡'61l" n'a.v b¡' tht:
rvill of a, just ¿rncl ¿rll n'ise Itrerciful
(iocl. I-,,jfe hc'rtt is onl¡- 'a, sh¿rclon' l'itlt
pelset:tLti<ltts to enclul:e ftll the 'sh¿rdtttt'
of tirre, but thinli of thlt aìI eterrrit¡'
in rvhich n'e sh¿rll live in the jo¡'s of
pr:aisìng th¿tt just ¿urd hol-r' One. i
linon- that these things do not seelìì
sootl to rrs tìolìr but the¡' al'e good for
us. Sorle people I'oulcl h¿rle .\'ott be
Li<¡r'e that alì troullles ¿lùe of the tlevil,
but I ¿rffirnr that it is rrot so. Gotl
llas ol'tlr inetl thellr to ,vout' cnrse alltl
tìlev irrc a 'ltlessing pttr'¡rttsetì. of Gotl'
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'llhe Ilsalmist says he rn¿rhes thc cloucls
liis ch¿rriot ancl it is in ¡.our clee¡re'st
clistress that he appears to ¡-on ¿ts )-or1'
deliverer; and rvhen in )-oru' deepcst
cli:stress you feel hirn, ancl see him ¿rs

yotrr cleliverer yo'ü aLe rnade to ft¡cl
the boucl of so gleat a clelivcr¿rrrce. \\Ie
n'oulcl not, could not apprecriate the
boncl if it ll-ere not for the rocl, so to
slrcal<, neither could .tve appreci¿rte thc
the staff if it wele not fol thc locl for'
I)a,r,icl stricl, '(Th¡, rocl ancl th¡. staf f
they cornfolt me.t' The rocl be¿ts us
cloryrr ¿rncl rnakes us to Jean rrpon thc
st¿rff rvhich is Jesus (lhlist our Lorcl.
'Ihe rocl of Gocl malies us to see onr
unryorthiness, our filthjness in rrnrigù-
teousuess, our inabilitv, ancL hcru' desti-
tute q'e are, thus fitting us to iie ¿ble
to caÌl uporr his hol¡' , rranre. So n'helr
\\'e ¿ìr'e given to tr,ust in hinl our llast
troubles then becorle ¿ comfort to us
for u.e learn that Goct usecl these rììe¿ìn,\j
to bring us to this trust in him. Paul
says, "IÃre glory irr tribulations a,lso :

knorvirrg that tribul¿rtion n'orheth p¿r-

tience: ancl patience, experiencc; and
experience, hope," ¿ncl that hotrrc malies
us not ¿rsh¿unecl of the blessecl gospel
of Ohlist Jesus, but rathel rnalies us
iLeclare it e'ven to the norlcl, j'ust ls
l{oah cUcl in his day. 'I'he rod is not
rtppliecl to bring us into or punish rrs
lbr oul sins. No, no for Ohrist lraicl it
¿tll rvhen hcl lrrng between the llei¡r'err
¿rrrcl the earth ¿rncl clecl¿ued ((IL is
finished." So it is not a,ppliecl to thoso
n'ho are irrcludecl in that cuyr:nant. it
is applied to leacl us b"]' r,rxlrelience itr-
to the riglrt 1,rzLth. Paul said Jesus
learnecl obeclience b¡- the things thai
he sufferecl, so if Jesus lealrred olit¡clj-
ence by the things that he sufferecl ir¡
it ¿r terrible thing th¿rt \\¡e shoulcÌ
lea,r'n obeclierrce by the thiugs that ,n'e

suffer here in this time rvorld? Surel.v
it is a blessing to be coverecl by th:rr
g-reât aurl tl.er: [.o be adored Gc¡d to
¡inss rnrcler the rocl of nff lictions.

Non' IJrother' 0'larli, n-e h¿rve ¡rassetl
u.ncler the rod, (ancl notice that \;c
r\¡ere alreacl¡. in the coven¿Lnt othcr.-
n'ise it s'oulcl not appl¡- to us) ¿rncl I
l,ill bring you jnto the bond (not into
the coven¿rnt) of the cove[ant, so-\\-(ì
rmst pass uncler the rod llefor.e \\'e
can be brought into the bond of the
co'r'en¿rnt. Oh blessecl holle I l'hen ¡ou
were hungr'¡', thirsty ancl tirecl, ¿Lncl lific
felt ¿r brrden to -rou, ,iìncl ¡.611 felt th¿t
hell u'a"' .\'our cert¿rin cloonr, ¿rncl fel t

yourself stucli jrr the rlire sinliing
cleeper ancl clet'¿er: ,n'ithout u lrope, Gocl
restorecl .vour soul ¿ùr.r1 -ñrâ,s gracious in
that ïe spoke peaoe to _vour sou'l ; sLì

the boncl must J¡e that ,stanrlr of tnercr.
trncl glace" that is irnplzrrtecl itr J-ürì'healt; jt unrst be the fi'u'its of thc
spirit th¿Lt separates Gocl's chilclren
from those of the n'orlcl such ars love,
jo¡', ì)eàce, longsuffering, gentleness,
gooclness, touperance, etc., the niÌls arrcl
shalls tha,t rn¿rlie the coven¿nt certail
to al1 those ernbracecl therein. I lihe
to thirili ¿r,bout Jeho'yahts ¡trornises, his
n'iìls and sh,¿rlls. ('Lforv rrnse¿trchablc
are his juclgrnents, and. lfs rvar-s past
fincling out !" ((T rvill be to thern a Got1.
¿nd ther. shall be to ure :r peoplc." "[
rvilì set hinr on high, because he hath
knorvrr rììr- name. He shall c¿tIl upotì
rlc, tlnd f s'ill atls\\'er: hirn: I l-ill br:
rvith hiur itr trouble; I n'jll deliver hjnr,
nnd honorrr hjm. I\¡ith ìong life T l.ill
satisfv him, ancl sherv hinr mv salr-a.
tion," lllhere is not a rsing'le conclition
left for nìa.n to perfornì. 1)ine ¿rnrl
sp¿rce ryill not ¡rennit me to slretali of
God's .'n'ills and shalls that a,re floocl'
ing rn,¡' rnincl, but n'ill just sa,¡' that
tine s¿rlva,ti.on rvas trzrmpled. urrder the
larv covenant, ,ztncl our Savior c¿lrne 1,o

establish that rvhich r\¡oulcl ( ancl has
already) s¿Ì\re. ((f "rvill put rn¡- lan's irr
to their mincl, ancl rn'rite thern in ,theil'
hea,rts." ((T rvjll accept ¡-ou n'itlr ¡.orrr'
s\\¡eet sâr'ou-r, \\¡heJì I in:ing \rou i urlt
Jì'un tlre lreople, ancl ga,ther: ¡'ou ont oli
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the countries t'herein ]-e h¿tve beetl
scatterecl; ¿rrrcl I l'ill be sanctifiecl irr
.r.ou before the heathen." Gocl does thtr
scattering, the gatheriug anrl thc s¿tItc-

tif.virq, and poor rnan js left out of thc
n/hole thing, ancl I am glad it is f{o

for "If God be forus, tvho c¿tn be
rrgainst us?" I fear not Satan rvith all
of his wiles for he is a linitecl ch¿rac-
ter, but c¿rn the bond be the full frrti-
tion of the coyenartt, crlulcl it be heaver;
arrtl ilnlnortal g'ìor"'¡'? Co'ulcl it ìre t:he
fin¿ù fulfillnent of the obligations ex-
pressed in the covenant th¿t s'ill btr
experi.encecl ilr eternitv aftel this tin.l
here? T aut ¡rersuaclecl that the boncl of
the covenant ís the earnest of thc in-
herit¿rnce that ls expeliencecl b.-v God's
chilclren llere in this tine rvorltl, ant-[

the uran¡' cleliyerances expcrietrceil b¡'
us hele. Oh, hon' rvontlerful ! arlcl rthelr
\\:e are given a mind 'to l)l'¿ìJ' htrl'
s¿rcretL is this lrrivilege: hott' sir'blinlt'
is thc jo¡- of his sit'eet fellorvslip: the
tje that binds us togethe¡ i1 161'1' ancl
fellorvshi¡t onc rvith the other'. flhese
flecting mornerrts of enjo-vrnent nlalie us
)-ear:rì ancL looli forrvarcl to the high
calìing of God rThel n'e shall cluit tlte
rr'¿rll<s of rnen. ancl be receivecl into the
fiuìI fellosshi¡r of God ancl ¿rll the dear
littlc oncs that harc gone befole.

\\¡iit bring this to a close b¡' sn¡'irtg,
rla¡ tìre grace of oul Lor:cl ancl Sav'ior
Jesus Chri.st, the s'n-eet corn.nmttion of
tùe Hol.v Spirit be o'urs to grilcre us in
a gocll¡' rv,¿rlli here in tinte, choosing our
changes according to hjs l-ill, rnaliing
.S subl¡iS,sir-e to his choiccr, corlfort
us âcross the chill¡: n'aters of cleath,
¿rntl finally r"ecc'ive us in hea,ren rvhere
tìlere rvill be ncl nl.ore sorl'on's, suffer'-
ings or cleath,,lthere it rvitt be just one

eit'r'nal nolv '*.itb the s¿rirrts, rejoicing
in the presence of a lovilrg Sa'vi<x' Aìl
glor¡- anrl lron.or to his ¡l'ecious lì¿ììlìc'

fn hope,
(Dltlcr) \\rAT)It \:. (-1IlAi\I)I.,IìR

3452 E. McDowell, Fhoenix, Ariz.
I)r,r.t IJnorrrnn ,r'Nr-r Srsrnt Rolltxsox:
I n,as r-er¡' g-lad to hear frorn "'f'ou again.
J-I¿rve rvaitecl a goocl n'hilc to ans'tt'er'
llut neu.s is not plentiful. I ¿un ¿tlso
bus.r. an'tl night tine finds nìe ti:red
¿rucl in no ruood fclr n'riting. I anr gìad
indeecl to hr:ar J.ou ¿rncl the people thcre
are having rneetings as a fett togethet'
can lr¿rr-e ¿r unity of spirit, ancl it is
plcasirrg to Gocl that u'e should. do so.
I h¿ryc ¿lttenrled chrrrch each. Suncla-t-
tlra,t tlie¡- ha.r,e had nreetings. I tooì.-
IJrother Bartlett the filst Suncltr¡'. I arii
llot yer\. olcL as a ittentllel, llut accortl-
jng to the teachings of Iìaul l'c fintl
in (lolossi¿ms 3:1-17 enough ¿rclr-i¡:e for'
all to stucl¡' ancì. prtr¡' ot'er. IIot\- can
\\-e h¿r'r-e hun.bleness, Jongsuffer',ing,
nreel¡rress ¿rncl forgiveness if \\'e å"re
stiffrreclic'cl? I ¿rttended church agztiti
iast S,rintla¡-. 'I'here ryere thirt¡'.threc
1l'esent. Scr-er'¿rl nelr. f¿tces a't least to
rrre. I tt.¡oli some of nr;' ftig,u,s ancl g¿tve
to onc of the ladies. Apparentl¡' it is
¿r l)apcr velv ft)tt' l<n-orv of her,e. In the
IlebruarJ' issue ((lfhe Cleft of the llocli"
'\y¿rs ¿ul inspirzrtion ancl help to me.

ISrother lìobinson, I n-ant Iou to
re¿rcl Isaiah 51 . It is ¿r'palt of tl'rJ: ç\-
lrerielce br:fore I ever he¿rlcl ¿l Pritlriti't-tt
Ilaptist serrììotì. In 193i1 tr.v husbancl
1y¿ìs lcr¡' ìll, ¿rncl ttrliing a turr foi'
the l-orse he asliecl rne to send for Itis
brother-s ¿rtrd macle rne protttise neveì'
to leave hiru a,s ìong ars he ,w'¿ts n'ith us.
l-lc feìt he l'¿ls going to clie, I ¡troutisetl
hinr ¿lltl as he ltt¡- in a ligbt slutnbel'
I lmclt near his J¡trd.. I'icliiug up thtl
Biblt¿ I n'hisperecl, "O (ìocl gir-e ììì(l
crr-¡nrliolt and heì11 th¿rt I ttta¡' lrtt itbìtl
to clo n'h¿tt I hat'e ploutisecl ancl givr.r
rìÌe hope." I operred the booh ¿11t1 i{,
seeruecl to fairì¡ speztli to nle, "Ilearkcll
to nre, ye that follon' after righteous-
,,."**, .i"- that seeli the Lorcl." \V¿ls not
th¿rt ¿r nl¿ì,n'elous ¿trìs11'er to nt.v prayer?
,\l v httsl¡and \\-its \'er't- lon- for,: fottl
r,r,eelis after tll¿t alrcl crvet.r' dil,¡- ltis '¡reo-
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Ì)ie ancl friencls t oulcl thinli it l'as bhrr
lasti rlany said to me "MarJ', lron- can
)-otl g,o lilie you do, a.nd hol' curr ¡'ou
believe hc rvill get I'ell ?" -\earl¡- aìl
n,ho saicl this to rìre \\¡ere churrch rrrerl-
bers. I ahvays saicl, r'I n jll ner'er loso
fzLìth, he is going to lir.e." I never
tolcl a,n'r' one of rrr¡' exlrerieucc ¿rt his
beclside. 'I'o nìe th¿t js ¿r. chapter of
cha,pters. I can neyer read it n'ithout
l'nnting to ct'r, a.nc1 ¡rraise Gocl. '(O tht¡
clepth of the riohes both of the n'isclonr
¿rncl linorvledge of God ! h<rrv unse¿rlch-
able are his juclgrnerrts, ancl his n'a¡'s
¡rast fintling ottt !"

f must close as l rtrust n'r'ite ìrì)'
father. I hacl ¿l letter froru hirn to-da¡'.
I{e aln-a¡'s n''rites a little sc'ipt*r'c.
To-day it 1\¡als on plecì.estirurtion. FIc
longs to be neal his church peolrle, hr;
is rurrch iurpror.etl irr he¿rlth for l'hich
\\ie are very thanliful. I anr l'r'iting .torr
as thoug'h I hacl linorvn ;'ou for \¡e¿ì.r's,

hope rny letter is rrot tocl tiresorue. I
knon' you 'r,r'ill und.erstand u'hat I ¿un
tnlking about. Give nry best legards
to Brothcr ancl Sister Day arrcl d:rug'h-
ter'. \\¡e enjo¡.ed .vgu¡ I'isjt jlt ou¡ horne.
If .vou can conre to Phoerrix 'be s'ur:c to
corne hele. Yours in hope.

(Mrs.) IIIAIìY SMIî|I

Stewart, Miss.
Srcirrs orr rrro ftlrDs, D¡lrLrr Ilt.u'rlltìnN:
Äs L aul confined to the houst¡ I c¿rrurot
clo much but retrd, u'rite ¿r,nd lledit¿te.
I ha,r.e rvantccl fol srtrne tirne to l-r'ite
¡-ou ,ancl all the precious n',ritels to the
cle¿r olcl r-Sig,ns of tlrc 'l',imes. '\l) u'ilr-
ter I ha,r'e been rea.ding brrcli rlunrbet's,
sorrre of thern I have re.a,d severr¿rl .tiules.
I)e¿u' ones, l'rite orì ¿rrs it souncls Iillr
that clear olcl bell th¿rt I first hearcl
nearly fifty years ago-salr.a,tion b¡
grace zrncl gr¿rce alone. Oonclition.alisln
u'as p,reachecl onl.v ¿rilìong' other ortlers
of people, liut horú sail it is non'; claim-
ittg that legenera,tion Ìs by grace and
irfitcrrr regenel'a,titxr a,ll oul blessings de-

pend on n'h¿tt \r'e clo, I c¿r.nnot see hol'
onc that has t¿rstecl that the l-.¡ord is
gr'¿ìci,orls; orÌe that has gro\r'rì uIJ in
grace and linonleclge could n.¿rnt to ex-
chan¡¡e sorne of thejr filth'\' r.aÍìs to thc
I.,¿c¡rd fol a blessing'. II¡- expcr{ence h¿rs
tarrg^ht nre to have no confidence in the
flesh. I linon- there is a blessing in. an
orcler'lt, n'alli and convers¿rtion. Orre is
blessecl before, after and n'hile cloing^
this fol it is God that t.ollis in theru
thc u'jll to clo, arrcl then ìr¡' his gr.¿ìo(ì
eu¿rbles them to clo th¿rt l'hich is ili
hartrtorr¡- n'ìth the n-ill. ff this js nob
tnre lììy experierx:c has been \\'ro[g.
God h¿rs before orcl¿rinecl that sorne a.r.e
going to u'all< in that str'¿rit irnrl nar-
r.o\\. lvarr, but they har-e to be s'horvn
th¿t rl ¿t'r. arrcl heltt in it. Yes, lie¡rt b¡-
the pon'el of Gocl unto s¿rlr-¿rtion. 'n-ith-
out Hirn "ve c¿tn clo nothinrg. ^\o cloubt
tlte Irorcl ¿rllon''s or penuits his r:hilch,en
to rn¿lke their becl iu hell to tcach therl
sonrethirrg, but he is there as Davicl
saicl, "lf I ascencl up irrto hc¡aven, thoti
nrt thele: If I rnalie rnl¡ bed in hell, be-
holcl, thou art there." No clo'ubt it -rvill
be n'ith the rocl, ('IJ'or .u'hour the Lorcl
lor.eth he e,'h¿rsteneth, ancl scou'rgcth et'-
0r'.\- sorl tvhorlt he receiveth." (úIf ].e be
n'ithout chastisernent, l,hereof ¿rll. ¿rr.c

¡rarta,l<ers, then ¿tre ).c ba,stard,s, ¿rrrr1
not sons.'f ((llhen'will I r-isit their. traus-
glessiorr rvitl the r.ocl, ancl their: iniquit.r.
l,itlt stripes. ì{er.ertheless rrì)- .lor.ilg-

liinclness r''jll I not uttell.v ta.ke fronr
hinr, nor suffer rn¡' faiûhfulness to f¿ril.t'
I,'eter had to lezrrn b.v sacl c'xperience to
ha,r.t¿ no r,onficlence in the fleslr. Jol¿rh
hacl to learn irr the beiìy of ùc¡ll that,
s¿llr-ation n'a.s of the L,ord. Horv grrotl
it is s'hen n'e ca,nnot go forn'ard ol'
b¿tclrl-ard, a,nr1 hnon' not lvhich ly¿rv to
turn or "s'h¿t to do, to be ¿rble bJ' th"
grace of Gotl to stancl still, and see the
sa,h"a,tior of the L¡old. '.Be still, ancl
lirÌr),\\" that I ¿Lrn Gocl."

It is useless for me to tell 1'ou of rrr¡'
n'eaì<uess, and n'hat a, l)oor $-rjter I
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¿tnt. l'or soÌìle t'e¿tson the clear Olcl lìrrp-
tists h¿rve borne antl overloolied rìÌ]'
n-erakn-ess for foft¡=five .Years. P.leasr-¡

let me hobble aìong aftclr .1'ou a fer-
lìrore cla--vs, ¿rnd be able to le¿td. the
good rvriting in the Stlgrzs. Your 'un-
rvorüh¡- brother I hope. J. Iì. JAOI(S

. Goldonna, La.
Dn.u¡ Bnntnnux: I u'oulcl lihe to sa¡-
I rvas somerr.hat sur¡rrised ancl hap¡r.r
to get ¿r carcl thanking me fol tlre '¡lalt
toncerninfÌ the L¿a'mb's Bride. I am send-
ing lflli3 to reil.e\\¡ rìì\' subscription. for
anothel year.

ff I alr blessecl b.r. the Gocl of lsr¿rel
to do so I rvill rvrite a ferv lines st¿rlt-
ing rvith T{eb. 8:10. "tr'or' ûhis is thc
covenant that I rviil rnake n'ith bhe
Ilouse of Isracl ¿ftel, those da,\'sr sa'th
the Lorcl; f rvill put rnv lan's into tleir
rrind, ¿rncl rvrite thern in their hearts:
ancl I rvill be to them ,a Gocl, arlcì. the¡'
sh¿ll be to rne a, people." I-,et us notict¡
the ,wills and shalls in this verse antl
those follon-ing, '(Änd the;' shall not
te¿rr-,h ever'J' rnan his neig'hbor, 'ttncl et'-
eì:-T rììan his brotrher, saying, Iúron' the
LoÌ'd: fol ¿lll sh¿rll knon' rne, frour tlttr
least to the greartest. For I rr.ill bcr

rnerciful to tlleir unrig'h.teousness. ¿trltl
their sins ancl their iniquities n'ill I re-
nrenrber: no lìlol'e." Remernbet he n'¿rs

ttr,ìliing ,to the house of Israeì. Sonli:
lnar thinli rve ¿tïe tr¡'ing t<l te¿tc,h one
¿trrother b¡' or th'rorug'h ¿rn OIcl Salltist
pilper, but ,to 'rue jt i:s ¿1, colnf(lrt. 'Ihn
scr'iptuÌ'e såL¡-s, ('Corttfolt ¡-e, contfort ¡'e
rrrr- ¡rctr¡rle, sitith )'our (ìod." flhen, too,
it sa¡"s, "Speaìi .Ye cornfortabl"-v to
Jentstrlern, and rcry unto her, tha.t her:
tr-¿rrf¿rre is accontplishecl.t'

I clo rrot believe any clìild of gracc
rvrititg the articles published in this
paì)er h¿ts it in mind to tr¡- to tea,ch
¿rnother to knon' the Lorcl. I clo believe
the llerv cot'enant has givetr therll a c1e-

sire to c:ornflort orle an.other. in fact tlrtl
sr.ri¡rtrue s¿ì,J's the¡' sllaìl not teacìt

o\-el'-\: nlan his neig'hlror, ancl I llelievtjt l.oulcl be just as inrpossible to teaclr
tìrelu to kllon' tìe Lor'd as it is to go
to heaver. .1. all not sa..ving the¡' arc
not trying all over the 'n"orld. to teach
one another hory to get to heerven, but
de¿r little trembling child of God. not
thc Old l3aptists, ¿t le¿rst we hope ve
¿rre rrot.

I. har-e let sorue people hrn'e palt of
rìrJ¡ l)¿rllcrs that perhaps thought that
\\1¿r s tJrc \\'¿ì.\, rve. h¿rtl tetuchiu g ollo
another. I h¿rr-e told sever¿rl that n-as
orle \\'a),' l'e had cortforting orre another',
but I am going to szr¡' if tliat is the
onlv rv¿rJ' for lne to learrr atÐ¡thiug
about tlie l-,,orcl I n'ould lrcver har,e
lurovn hin for f ¿rm too cì.unrb to learn,
rro not if I anr orìe of 'those chosert
in Ohrist bcfore the r-or'ld q-as in the
co\.erl¿ìilt b¡' Gocl the l¡ather', tlte Son
¿ncl the Hol¡' Gìrost, the three in one.
If n'e have one \\.e har-e the other' hvtl
aìso for ther- a,r'e so perfectl¡" blendetl
together until -]¡ou canrrot hal.e onrl
without the other, at lea,st that js the
n'a,r' f see it. Sorne;n'he'r'c in the council
the Bricle n.¿ìs chosen in Ch'rist Jestrs
before la,nd ancl se¿ \'ere dir'icled, be-
fore thc're \\¡as mriru to till the soil, be-
fore there rv¿ìs ¿r tenclel herb to feed
on, zrncl all Gocl had ,to do n-¿ts to speali
ancl it n'¿rs clone. AII things that n'ere
agreed on in the council, ancl at Godts
appointecl ti'me lvere ¿lnd are being
rnanifested, aucl all thirrgs l'orli togethei
for good to thern that love the l-,orcl,
l'hether it be thrones or principali'ties
r-iSible or invisible. AIi thitgs l\¡cre
rn¿clc' for him ancl lt.), hjul fclr there
ìs no ¡rorver but of God, ¿rnd the l)o$reÌs
th¿rt ùe ¿ue orcla,inetl of God.

If n-e hacl to clepencl 'on. olte's sclf
to get to heat en, lr.ho woul'tl be thtl
rveaher Gocl or rna.rnrnon.? If n'e havtl
¿l holne beyoncl this r.ale of tears it n"¿s
giveu to us before the n'orlcl lvas, antl
soìììe srì'eet <1a)- ¿tt' Gotlts appointed
tirnt¿ his lieloletl a,nd his dor-e n'ill reaolt
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that be¿r,utiful cit¡. of goìcl that tbe
I-¡ord has prepa.led for thern. Jesus, our
blcssecl Recleerner, sa.icl, (([n ntì' Fa+hel""
house ,¿ìre nlan\r mansions : if it rvere
not so, f n'oulcl har-e told .1.ou. I gr,r to
prepare a place for .vou. Ancl if I go
arrcl lrrepare a pìace f{lr .\'r.ru, I rvill
cotrte tl.gtLin, ilnd. t'eceit-e ¡.ott ttttto mt.-
self.)' I believc thlrt he is corning ngain
to carry his belovecl horne to that su'eet
holue t'hat h¿Ls no encl, ancì. so shall n'ti
be eyel: l'ith the Lold. ilherc n'ill be
no night there, stars ¿rncl lììooÌì rvilì
not be needecl to give liij^ht for: Gocl is
light, there is no cl¿trhness in hill.
'llhelc rvill be no rììore seeirrg througlr
a gl:rss cla.rkl.v, no rììore ¡tain or sor-
rol\', no rnore cryin¡¡ l-iorcl hnr-o nter'c¡'
olr rìle ¿r vile ancl helllless sinnel fol'
tltc¡' shaìl all l<non- hint as he is.

\{re poor '\\'orrns of the clust c¿ut onlr'
lro¡re, rvhile others sn¡' thev linon' the¡-
¿r,r'e s¿r,r,ccl. Dear little chikl of grace, if
n'e dicl rrot h¿n'e our chastiscments, a
cross to bear, r.tre I'ould. not be a fol-
lorver of the Laurb; r'e n'<rulcl be bas-
tards a,ncl not sons. Let us be th¿rnh-
ftrl n-e holre n.e have a ho1te. Xtra¡' tìrc
goocl Lord enable us n'ith his rich grace
to bea,r orlr cross patientl¡. ancl hope
for a better rvorlcl to corne. Illease oyer'-
look trrJ- mista.hes for I ¿ur full of
thern. I)o not publish tìris unless J1)!ì
strc fit. lfour brother, if f lrt' ryorth.-v,
in hope of ¿r better n.ollcl to cotnc.
If l'ou have gotten zrn¡-thing out of this
gir,e Gocl 'all the honor trncl lrlaise. A
si:rrner s¿ì¡'ed by gìtâce if at all.

\1r. t). Goì)\\'i\'r

Route 5, Box 858, Vjsalia, Cai.
l)u,tn Iìnnons rN .\ r'nnctorls lrotn IìE-
lfoND'Tlrrs vALD ot¡ TmAßs:I ¿rnr sencling
¿r rrroney-order to reneì\; nu' cle'rr olcl
Á"'iglr,s for anothel' .r'eat'. \\¡ish it coulcl
be mole ¿rs it is a greurt cornflort to rn\-
ì\'ea'r.'_y, htrngr¡, soul. I so anxiouslv n'ait
frorn one issrre to thc next. I r'errcl and
rerea,cl theul n'ith tears of jot' the n-orkl

l<norl's nothing allout. I har.t¡ been ::e¿tcL-
ing the fJ+gns for fift.v ve¿ìrs and dcr
not rvant to miss a crïp,v. I Ïope t u'ili
be 'bìest to re¿rcÌ it as long as I sta.r in
this n'orlcl of sin ¿ncl sor.ron. I dicl rrol
l<nc¡l- there -s'¿ts such a peollle or: paper
nrrtiì I rrr:t nry d.ear cotupanion. ¡\t tìrct
first uecrtirii¡ I trttenclecl I united rvith
the church ,ancl hayc alrr':r¡.s lor-ed the
clear Old Raptists. If not deceivetl I
belicve Gocl predestinated tìtI- ror.ing
fect to treacl the heavenh' r.oacl to meet
ruv de¿r' cou"Lpan.ion ¿rntL thc, Olcl Ba¡r-
tists tha,t are hatecl b¡' the rvorlcl. Ffon'
sn-ect and cornforting the n-ol.'cls of our
clear S,avior', ((Mzùrvel not, rn¡- brethren.
if the tr"or'lcl lr.irte you." ('If the l-orlrl
hatc ¡-ou, Je l<uor- that it hated ure
before it hatecl J¡ou." The tvorlcl has
aìn':r¡-s hatecl the tr.ue callecl sen-¿urts
ührrt earnestl¡' contencL for. the faith
once cleliverecl to the saints.

I)ear bro'thc¡rs arrcl sisters, I h¿u-e ¿r[-
\vays lor.ecl the cloctrinc of absolute
1n'eclestination of all things, ancl the
resulrection of these boclies of ouriì.
lalie th¿,t ary¿v from ure ¿tncl 'r-ou h¿[r',t
cle strovecl rn.v hope if I have a hope.
Sonetimes it seems so little f ahnost
ìa¡' ìt b¡', and sonetimes it seeuls suf-
ficient if I rvere oalled to cUc. III-
ISaptist p¿ìpels rììean so rnuch to nl¡.
I reacl the rvlitings of clerr ones I h¿n'e
lìe\-er nlet in the flesh btrt I t1o hopc
\\'e ¿ìre joinecl together in that bìesserl
spirit that can lte.t-er be seprrtrtecl.
thc¡' tell nry experience ancl l'hat I
belier-e better than T can teil it lìì.\¡-
sc¡lf ,¿rlthoug'h thousancLs of rniles n.¡ralt.
I lto¡re the clear olcl rSrigrr,s rvill kee¡r
coming rvith foocl florn the lf¿rster's
tablc that feecls the sheep a.rrcl l¿unbs
that ¿rre sc¿¿tterecl or'er this l-orld of
s()r'r'o\\' aud trouble.

f dicl not mean to n r'ite so ntuch. It
has relievecl rn¡r rvealiccl .:nincl to n'rite
thcse r¿¡,rnblirig thoughts rvith fear ¿rnrl
trerulllile, ,and I tuust vou ni.ll ot,et:-
looli ru,1' n'eal<ness ancl urnu-v lnisi,alies,
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Illease rerlrember this loneì¡' silurcl.
nhen at a thrnne of Godts r.ich grace.
thc least of all if one at ¿rll in ho¡re
of the resrlrrection be¡'ond this valc of.
tea,rs. (IIrs.) \Y. G. SL,IISIIIìIì

Island City, Oregon
SrcNs oÌ' TtrE TrMDs, Dlt.a.n oLD l.nrrìNt)
,\ìr-I) :¡.Er,LO\\' TRÁ,\¡t)LDn: Ägain the tiDl,:
has come to rene\\- nì1r subscri¡ltion,
.[ c.¿urnot ¿rfforcl to miss a nurnber'. I

har-e been reatlirrg it since rn'r' ear'lir',st
recollection, rìlore tJtan half ft centur.\¡
ago. At that tirne it rv¿ls folclecl and ll¿rtl
to bc cut apart. lfother ahva.vs .hacl to
do that, othern'ise it mig'ht be torn.
I liliecl to spcll arrcl stalnnre,r througlr
tlte lines bec¿ruse the print l.as so l¿rrgt:
and cle¿lr. Solnetirues f n"onder ifl th¿rb
is thc reason I believe in prcclestinatiolr
¿trrd s¿rlvatiorr b¡' grace because I nelel'
linen" anything else, but $'hen I tr'¡- to
fincl sornething etrse it is not there, not
if r.ou read it as it is written. Sonrc'-
titnes I listen to a t¿lk orrer the r¿rcLio
and rn¡- 'only comme¡rt is r(consistence
thou art a je'wel."

Our belicf is such ¿r corrrfnrting, rcst-
ful belief. \'\¡hJ' tlo sonìe go to such
grtat length to üry to ¡rrove it is not
tnte. O if the¡- ctlukl onl.y lirron' thtt
pe?tce and jo¡' n'e feel nrhen t\re carì s¿ìr'
tl¡e l,ord knorvs n'h¿rt is bc'st. ilhe¡-
carr beli.eve Gorl.rules the c,\'clone, the
earthquake and the. stornr, but as fol'
nal that is rnan rnade. I{e sa¡s, "rvith"
out rìre .\re can clo nothing,t' ancl I ìre-
lie¡'e that rneans exactl¡' rvh¿rt it srr¡ s,
nothing, n:ot any thirrg. IJfen though
I rvalk througçh thc yalìe;' of tht¡ sh¿rcl-
on' of cleath, (just nhere n.e ¿rll n'rlìi
ever)- cla,.v, ancl rvhere our arrììy n'allis
iu l(orea) thotr ¿rrt nith me. 'I'houglr
f nrake my bed in helì, he is thele.
then, t'Why art thou ca,st do\\,n, O rnr-
soul?" "ff Gocl be for tt,s, rvho can be
irgainst us?"

f dicl not sta,rt to n'rite ¿l serlnt¡u. bni,
onl¡' to n'ish ¡-ou a Tfap¡r¡' ì{crn' Year,

¿tncl ¿r ì)r'osller'ous one for the cle¿tr okl
Sigltts. '\,[a.v the L¡ord. nlake us reconciled
to his n ill in aìl things is the pta]-er
of ¡-our urrrvorth¡- sister..

(Mrs.) MAß{îTFI¡I l{. BOì{I)

630 Sherwood Road, N. E., Atlanta, Ga.
l)ri,ur IlnnrrmnN: I am sending checli
to renel- lll¡r 5o¡*""iptio1 as I notice it
expires l-ith this issue, I har.e just becn
l'ctrclirrg the eclitorials of lìliler l)odson
ancl Iìlder L¿uubert in the Septeurbet.
issue n'hich are n.onclerful. O the joy of
beirrg lrrivilegecl to re¿td such erlif¡-ilg,
soul ìifting and comforting n'ritings.
I fecl that the cle¿rr old Siør¿s of th,e
'I',int.e:¡ is cer.tairil.v n'ritten b¡- inspirecl
luen ¿rncl vorrren, ancl if f ruav say it
(rvithout sacrilege) it is ¿rs true ¿rs the
Ilible itself, ¿rncl the l'riters no less in-
spirerl than the pr:ophets and a,postles
of old. Yes, there has ever been men
inspiretl to rvrite of the things of the
Spirit of Gocl. Fronr Moses clou'n to
this present clny ltoets ¿rnd. profountl
thinliers have and are n'riting of the
thiugs rvhich the;' have recei\¡ed, not
of the spirit of the rvorld, but the spirit
l-hich is of God, that ne rnight linorv
the things that ale fi'eel¡' given us of
God: rvhich things :rlso the-v speaìi rrob
n'ith worcls l'hich man's rvisdorn teach-
eth, but n'hich ttre }Ioly Ghost teach-
eth contlrzuing spiritual things "n'ith
slririturrl.

O if T corúcl firrcl l'ords to exlrress
rìì\- joy antl zrppreciation for God.'s
n'onclerful plan of s¿rlrr¿ltionr if I could
onl¡- praise ancl aclore hinr at all tinles.
I do feel th¿lt I ¿rm not :lltogethc'r' cnr.
nal or na,tulal fo,r I clo feel at tirues trr
linon' ¿urcL uncler,st¿rnd, zrncl do clesire
sonre of tlie things of the S1;irit of Gocl.
thev are not foolishness to rne, there-
fore rny little hope and n.hat faith T

rurn,¡, have, n'lfch .is given rne, is ver.1-
precious to me. Yes, it is n.ot rneet to
gir-e the. 'children's br'ead tt-r rlogs suclr.
as f, but I do feecl of the crunrbs that
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fall fi'our the Nfaster;'s table. I ¿ltt not
¿hva.vs thanliful to God for his n'tllrrler''
frrl bJessings, ancl I r1o tltrtttpìr: hi:i
gr-loclrress and ntelcies untler tn"t' feet,
arrcl aln not rnintlful of hilrl ¿rt all timtls,
but I clo have seasons of tueditations,
¿mtl hitve ¿t clesire to ctltucr bt-'ftl'e hirlr
tr,ith lira,ise, sorìgs itttcl gì:trlnrlss tttaliirrg
a jo¡'fiul lojse. If I arn ¡-our (lltristiart
l¡rother it js onl¡' b¡- the lllercies of
Gocl that I ¿rn. \\¡. \\r. J,A.CI(SON

' Box 10, Route 1, Shirleysbulg, Pa.

I)lr,rn Ijlrrots: Onl¡- ¿ro' tìlc dear L.,ord
rcve¿ls it to us c¿tn \\'e stt¡- truvtlring
l''orth n'hile. ITon I n-ish I coulcl s¿.\-

the right thing but I seelil to be tongttt-'
tiecl sometines I aur cheer ancl sun-
shine to others ¿rncl then I feel happ¡',
but rììôst of the tinre I feel lilie ont¡
in u, pl'ison, condeurnecl, forsalien. l-ith-
otrt ¿r friend. in the rvorlcl. Yet [ ]itlott'
bettel for did not Jesus ()Ì'\: olì the
cross, "t\f"I Gocl, nìJ God, rvh\' h¿rst,

thou forsalien rle?" and he litlen'htt
\\'as rtot ,forsahen ¿rncl rvould soorr risr:
:rgzrin. I{rhy, oh ri'h.v cloes orre get iu
such. ¿ nroocl? Is it, too, fol goocl? I
ìlate to be like that but 'carrnot hel¡r
niyself. I try to re¿c1 ancl fincl rlr.-vself
staring at the p¿tges, (secirrg rrothin¡,1-)
ruv mincl far' ¿s'¿rJ- on sollething else.
I try to ¡x'a.y illrcl tt'ot'tls fail, ttr¡' rtrirtcl
fi¿rr n'n ¿r.r' o:r sornething elsc. I tt'¡- to
l)rà)r ¿,rLc1 tr.orcls fail, lìIy ltrinil is il
l¡ìanli. Äll I c1àlt sa)- is L¡olcL be rnelcri-
fìul to trìe, a sinner of n'horn I aru chief.
I crtn unclcrst¿trrtl J'aul 'when. he saitl'
''() rvret<thecl nran th¿rt I ¿tm I tt'ho shaìl
cleliver rne fLorn the bocl.1 of this dc¿th ?"
It seenrs the things I h¿rte nlost I clo.

ancl rvh¿tt I shoulcl clo I cLo not. C¿rn

onc lielp himself ? O¿rn the leo¡tarcl
change his spots?-no.

Lately f h¿tve been ín the "Sìough of
I)espond." Only Gocl linorvs the rniser"l'
in the he¿rrt of tr poor sinner, and onl¡'
ìre t',¿ln corufort thern. 1\lhv tht"rf's itr
rnodern preachitrg? Oh for a faith that

vill not shrinli, for ¿r hope ''that n'il1
re\'(ìr clie. I find rnysslf in such pet'-
¡rlexities irt tirrres, I llron' not l'hrt t;r
do ol l'here to tulu, thc¡n his n'rn'rl
conclellns rne. "O ¡-e of little faith ?"
I trul¡. n-aut to n'zrit upon the Lorcl
for in rnv soul I hnon' all his s'avs
ar'e best, ¿rrd th¿rt :rìl things l-olk to-
gether for goocl to them that love hirn.
I fincl nr.vself n oncler'ing if this is his
rr'tr¡- ancl if I. ilo lr-¡r'e him. ifust a con-
flict ¿rlì the tirne. Tell nre, clo you evet'
have srrch feeìings? f har.e no olìe to talli
to that urrcLelstancls. 'I'hat is l'h¡' I h¿lve
talieu thc ìiberty to rvrite Uris. I s'ill
a¡4'rreciate letters frorr those n-ho har'¿
unclerstarrdirig hearts. lìespectftLllv and
in hope of life eternaì.

(NIl's.) I'LOIìA BOOIIEIì

103 Livingston St., Salisbur'¡¡, Md,
SlcNs oF ¡rfrlr 'Irtlrns, Ixc., Dri¡tt
Ir'tur:Nls : I ¿ìnr renrindecl it is tirne to
rere\\' nl'r' subscription for arrother ye¿tr.
I feel to thanh God. frorn rvhorn ali
blessirrgs flon', that he has so ,blessecL

rne to hear ancl reacl from thc pen of
his clea"r' e.lect chilclren such n'onderful
rììcss¿rges of truth às àre founcl in thrl
,Sigrrs. I aul enclosing rernittarrce tt,
coler' rì)\- r'errcrval. Sincerel¡' -yortls, 

'

JAMES E .\\TI4S1'

TIìItsUiIDS
306 Richardson St., Winnsboro, Texas

It l.¿rs such. ¿ shocli to learrr of Ilì-
clel l)odsol's clea,th. I so nluclt enjo¡-ecl
oìr.ì' yisit together in \rilginia. Ilis
preachittg rvtls irrs¡rir¿rtional. I ttppleci-
¿rte oul corlespontlence ¿urcl ¿tssoci¿t,tiorl
together rrrnre than lr.ords can exlvress.
His n'ritings har-e been, ancl I tlust n'ill
continue to be, ¿rs I le-reacl thenr, ¿i

gleat sclulce of comfort to me. I feel
that our Gocl gracecl Elcler Doclson n'itlt
such glorious gifts that his lrelìror'.v
rvill be Ìrelc1 sacrecl in the hearts of
(ìorl's ¿rfiflicterl peolrìe fot: ¡,oars to. t:oltlt^.

(Eltler') LÌ. J. I.,ÄlIßIìRll'
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556 Hatrison Ave., Panama City, Fla.
I anr deeplJ' grieved at the p¿ìssnìg

of llkler 'I)odson, I:[e \l'â,s nlv friend
irntl he rva,s indeed. a, great benef¿tctol
to our blessed cause. Ånother great
tree of the forest has f¿tllen. NIa¡' u'e
borv in lurrnble submission. to th¡- rvilì
O ! Gocl. M.v nrost sincere corclolerlcÌ(l
goes out to the famil.v, the brethren
anrl his host of friencls.

(Eliler) C. ll. B\lIìl)
Box 4, Covin, Ala.

l\:hat ¿r shock to hear of Eìder l)ocl-
son's de¿rth. f hacl not tlrea,nrecl tha b

his trouble \yàs that serious. IIa-v the
¡rì'nì of the I-¡ortl be reve¿tled in ra,i:;'
ing up one to câ,rr-y on the rigicl dutie-s
ofi editing and caring for his churches.
ìI.v rvife n-¿rs in the office a fes' ulirt-
utes ago ¿rncl exclaimed, ((Jttst to thinli
that rve h¿rve desired so llruch to sce
Iriru ¿urcl ilol\¡ \\-cì [e\¡er rvill ltt tl]his

sho,ws the high esteern that he n'as .helcl
b¡' the readers of the Ì)aper in this
section. I knolv th¿rt our brother cle-
ìightecl in spentling ancl in :being s¡rr-'ut
fior thc good of Ziott, T rvould, if blessecl
to thus approach a throne of ¿rbounrl
ing grtr,ce, ask for thc like nleasure of
gocll¡' neul it:' the, c¿ruse of our l-.,orcl's
nrganic bodv. (Elder) \\r. D. GIìIII'FI¡*

64 lVest Randolph St., Chicago 1, Ill.
I ilee¡rl.v l'egret the passing of tìrc

Iìclitor', Illder R. I-,ester Dodson. Ile
h.ac[ expressed ¿ clesire to visit s.ith the
brethrelr of the Obion ¿nc1 Solcliers
Creeli Associations, a,nd lìlder Biggs
¿rrrd others had loohecl forl-¿r'rcl l'ith
iro¡le for sue,h ¿r visit. \\¡hilc I hacì
lreveÌr met him., he had invited tne tcr
visit his church if I ever tr.ent bacli
Itrast again. I{e tt'as liberal mjndecl and
I arn sure loved his calling much. I
enjoyed his editorials, ancl hope his
successor can keep a silnilar b¿rl¿rnce
¿lncl shou, both the pmrlence ¿t,Ircl tl'is-
tlorn tha,t he has done.

JOHII FRANI(LIi\ LÅX

525 Holloway St., Durham, N. C.

I feel so lost in trying to fincl tvords
to express sorne of the rneditations I had
iu the loss of our tnuclt lo'vecl Ðlder
Doclson.. \I¡hat a, strong artd noble In:trt,
¡.et so tender in his tnanner ancl deal-
ìngs n'ith [is fellon'rnan; rvhzrt a lo'r'e
he had for the cause he so n.uch de^
fencled.; l'hat a shepherd that fecl tb,r
sheelr of his M¿t,ster's lrasture; 'n'h¿tt it
reacl.r' n'riter to fitl our poor he¿rrts.
\\'e sh¿rll lniss that dear m¿rn of Gotl.
Bless the l-,ortl O nr¡i souì, bless his
hol"-v rr¿une. lYhat a prornise the Lorcl's
little chilclrel have. l\Ia¡' the Lorcl
bless ne to remember Elder l)oclsoIr.
Yours in Ure bonds of Christian faith.

J. J. IVHI'I.I-,EY

Route 3, Providence, KY.

I)n¡.r¡ Ðorlon: Tlnclosetl firrtt a tìlottc]1
o'rder to rene\\r mJ subscription for
¿rnother ¡'ear for the goocl olcl iS'ig'ns ol
th,e ll'i,m,es. I clo not feel th¿t f c¿ln
cl"o n'ithout ]t. t am getting oltl and alì
tbe preaching I get is b¡' reading. f n'as
g'rieved to he¿rr of the possing of lìlder
I)oclson. I never rnet him but I haye
reacL so rxâny of ltis rvonderful atticlr:s
tiiat I hacl learned to love hirn. IJe-
sicles reading so much frour his ¡ren T

have hacl several personal letters froln
hin rvrittcn n'hen niy n'ife passed arva¡-
over fou.r J¡ears ago. The¡, \\rele so sleet
to me and gave rne so nluclt conlfort
ancL ,relief. 'Io thinh that a ltran f had
ne\-er seert n'oulcl vrite such ¿r sirlfur
rvlctch ¿rs f such cornforting letters.

I r-ish to seltd nlJ¡ syltìpath.v to his
lor-ed ones ancl friend.s n'ho are left
to mourtt, but their l<lss is his eterinal
gain. Yoiurs in ho¡.re of eternal life.

MANCE BBOWN

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Elder C. E. Benson f¡om Ctrarks Su,rnmit, Pa,

bo 1512 N. Jackson St., Wilrningóon, DeI., effectivr'
April 5, 1951,
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"For unto us a chilcl. is born, unto us
a son is given; and the gôver-nment shall
be upon his. sh,oulder: and his name shall
be called 'Iff'onderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The Evertrasting Father, The
Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6.

Ilore th¿ur se\¡en centuries bcfore th).,
birth of Jests in the cit¡. of Bethleheni
these n-orcls 1\¡ere \.ritten b-v the Plo-
1thct, lstritrh. lhere can be rìo cloubt in
the rnintls of ürue Bible re¿clels thaf
Jesus Uhrist is the chalacter uDc-[e]'
colsicler'¿tiou. \Ire }r'a¡' Gocl' rvill bk¡ss
'us to crorì.sider this text in such â \\-orì.
clcrrful $ra:I tlì¿t \\-e ur¿r\¡ br¡ conlforteri
¿nìd eclifiecl. lla¡- 1\'e be blessecl ti¡
glot'iousìt' rejoice upon sonìe of tht¡
'be¿ruties coutained in these thoughts.
We desire to colìsider the text bl'
plrrases in the olcler in rvhich thel' ar'¡.¡

rr'ritten.
ttUNTo us À crlrr,D rs ßorùN.t' \Vlro is

incluclecl in the terrn ((us?" Isaiah is
\yriting to the Isra'elites, the chosel
people of God. National Israel is a t¡pe
of s¡rirituaì Israel. Spiritual fsrael is
in existence to-da-y. Paul n'as an. fs
taelite irs'ht¡ stated in his letter to thl
(lorinthi¿rus. (2 Clor', 1'l:22) I belicvl

that aìl (ìocl's chilclrt¡n,'' u.ho at,e chosen
into eternal li,fe ¿tre Dterìtbers ofl
spÍritual Israel. lrue Israelites arc the
only ones ryho ¿rre irrcluclecl in the pr.o-
noun Us in this text. If J'ou ¿tre a chilcl
of (ìocl yon are includecl ilr tÌris tcnrr.
Isaiah cìicl riot say unto each ¿rncl ever'.I'
Adarlric 'cre¿ìtlure, but,'rnlrto us ¿r chiìcl
is borrr." Ilr: is bor.n urrto a specifit,
peo¡rlr'. )-es, he is bol.lr to ¡'orr. l[t' u.¿rs
bor.r of the virgin, lfar.¡, ju the citv
of Bethleheul ahuost tn'o thousanr'l
J-(ìrìr's ¿ìgo, ancl 1rcople ha,r,e set ¿r clatt¿
tri annuallv atterlpt to celcbr.ate his
birtli I but u'hen dicl -vou ancl cLo \ orr
actuall.v cerle'llrate the birth of Ohr.ist?
You actuall¡' celebrate his birth n hen
he is born iu ¡.ou ¿l"s ).oru.precious hope
of glor'¡'. (0o1. t:27) When God linol's
a person b¡' the clilect operation of his
hol.v spirit in inclividual r,elationshi¡.r
thele is rr, conception. 'l'he r.csult of
this conce¡rtion is a, bir'th, the bi,rth of
Crhrist irr \,orr as your hope of glor¡..

"IINTO rrs -\ soN rs GrvDN.'1 llhis sorr
is l.reculitu: in the fact that he is the
son of Gocl ¿rs nelì a.s the son of ll¿ln.
lle is both lllun¿ul ¿ulcl clir.ine. Thcre
ar'c tl'o erroneous theories cloncerniu3
Jesus Ohrrist prevalent to-day. On¿
theol¡' is that he *'trs solel¡' clivirre
n-hich l'oulcl den¡- hinr as 'beirrg the
srtn of nran. l['he other theor¡ js that
he n'¿rs solel¡' lrumarr ,n.hich rvoulcl clen¡
hiul ¿rs being the son of Gscl. Jesus,
¿Ls the sorr of lnan, was acquailtecl I'ith
glief, .\\'¿ìs tenrptecl, wounderl ¿ìrìtl
bnrisecl, ancl clicl suffer ancL dje on the
cross. .fcsrrs (J:hlist, ¿ls the son of (]or1.
perfornrecl rniracles, n'zrs glorifiecl, over'-
carne terulrtations, accornplishecL the l¿r-,
r:orrrluerc'tl cleath, ¿rncl is at the right
h¿rncl of the thronc of Gocl nahing in-
telcession fol the saints of Gocl ac.
eor cling to the n'ill of Gocl. This son is
GrvDN. He is not offered subject to ac-
ce1rta,nce or lejection of the creatu,le.
ff it be rrecess¿rrrr to raise :r haurl. sit.1' a

rvorrl ol' tlo an¡'tìrirtg in orrlt,r fot' tht¡
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creature to.. receive this son it rvould
not be a gift-it n'oulcl be an offer or'
ren'a,rd. I believe this son is given to
e¿rch and e\¡el'y one n'ho h¿ts learnecl
through sacl experience alrpointecl tu
them that they are 'unrvorthy, unable,
¿rnd. that jt is utterly irnl;ossible to clo
¿n):thing to merit an"}. ftrvor or' ìlrerc)-
of Gocl. Paul said, "We g'lor-v in trjb-
trl¿r.tions ¿rlso: linorving that trib'uìrr-
tio¡l n'orheth patience; zrnrl patience, ex-
¡rerience; ancl experience, ho¡re : ancl
hope nr:rheth not ash¿rrnecl: because the
love of God is shed abroacl in out
hea,rts bJ' the IIoly GhOst '¡"hich is
GrvDN uuto us." Rom. 5:3-5.

(',tND TtlE GOYI'RNIÍDNT sr{;\LL BD trlt-
oN Ìtrs snoullnR." This one n.ho is;
given unto us is our I(ing. flhe prea,c.h-
er saicl, (r\I¡here the n'ord of a hing is,
there is po$'er." Eccl. 8:4. This l(ittg
has all po\yer in. heaven ancl u1tôn tìtr,t
darth. This being true, r-hen he spezrlis
it is done, rvhen he commancls it stancls
fast. 'Ihe rvorcl tltat goeth forth out of
his nroutb shall rrot l'eturn urrto hinl
voicl: but it shall a,ccourplish that l-hich
he lrleases; it sn-all prosper in the thins
rvhereto ùe send.s it. (Isaiali 55:11 ¡

\Ye, being creatures r.ho are created
etlutrl, believe in the dernocr¿rtic fblrn of
goyerrunent as beÍng p.roper in otr po-
litical alrd earthly orgtr,nizations. IJven
in our olganizecl churches \\'e clo not
belier-e that one creature shoulcl harlt'
the authorit¡. to lorcl an.vthing or.er
others n'ith exception of that One 'n'ho
has thc go\rernlnent upon hjs shoulder.
\.[re maintain that Christ is the head
of his clrurch. Ife calls, qualifies, seucls
:rurl uses each ancl every one of hi;s
subjects when, r'here ¿tnd lto"tt- he
¡.rleases.. IIe never makes a call in va,in.
if" n-eyer fails to qualify, rvhen he
sends they go. Each and" eyerr¡ one fits
¿rnd functions properly. You shor¡' me
run¡. cllurch that places the government
of th¿rt ehurch upon the shoulcler: ot
an\- rnot't¿I. man or group of ruett, :rträ

I l-ill shou' you one that is not thr:
chur.ch of Christ. You shorv rne a chur:ch
th¿rt has to hal,e .boards, auxiliar"l' so-
cieties and nlanv organiza"tions to ¿rs-

sisb in the business of the church, ald
I l-ill ¡:roirrt to that one ¿s not the
church of Chrisï. The gol'ernment of
(lhrist's church is upon his shoulder
and he is sufficient to attetd to its
business. No btusiness is good bttsiness
n'hen it concerns the church. Sornr¿
thinli that g-athering sheep into thc foldjs the function of the church. This is
the r.orh of Christ as he saicl. "Other
sheep I have, rvhich are not of this
folcl: thern also I must bring, alcl the¡'
sh¿rll hear rì.r¡ voice." John 10 :16 If
the g'or.ernment be upon his shoulder
ancl his .words 'are tru<¿-do ;ys11 thinlr
he needs any assistance in this rvorli?
'llhe¡- tell us of a person n'ho is beg-
ging, pleading ancl tr.viug to get pboplr
to accept him; thousands of people
ancl orga,nizations -vho ¿Lre ¿lssistin¡l
him and holding hirn up; notrvithstancl-
ing all this he is unsuccessful to the'
extent tliat the cler.il gets tlre rna,jorit¡'
of theln. This person is not the Onc
und.er consideration in the text.rtl{ts NAÌ{E srrr\r,L BD car,LDD \\roN-
I)DRn'uL." Ffe is rvorrd.erf,ul. \\rhen I
tliinli of n,onclerful I thinh of something
nstonishing a,nd. singular. Jil'ords can-
not express the amazem.ent I experienc-
t-'cl n'hen I n'as given to trust in the
rvorli of Jesus C-]hrist as ¿rccredited to
m¡. account. f n as astonishecl th¿rt hc
should. h¿rye compassion upon a hell
deserving n'retch such as f fett rnyseìf
to be. His narle is a,'bovtr evoly lìarììe.
It is the orrly naure given nùereb\r ryc
.r.st be sa'ed. He is the ,$'a)', the truth
¿rncl the life of e¿lch and. e\rery one of
Gocl's children. It is rvgnderful that
he is GocI manifest in the flesh. It is
tn,onclerful that he coultl act omplish the
la,n to a jot and tittle for his people.
Tt is n'onderful th¿rt hc¿ could pa¡' thrr
pcrrnìt,v ancl satisf¡' justice for his peo-
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pìe's sins b¡' clying on the 'c,'r'oss. It is
u.onclerf,ul th¿t he coulcl conquer deatlr,
hell and the grar-e and corììe forth frolu
the tornb arrcl l'alli ancl talli n.ith his
clisciplcs. It is rvonderful that he coulrl
rseend into the he¿rvens antL leave bhc
cornfortins thorrg'ht n'ith'his cliscilrles
that at soìne futru'e time he n-ottltl
crlrrre agaìrr n'ithout sir urrto salva,tiorr
to gather his people into that etenral
horne. It is n.onclerfnl that hc is sL)

acquaintecl n'ith all J'our tentltt:ttiorrs
¿rrrcl troubles that he can intcrceclc t<r
God for roìt ¿rs .t'oul' (louttselìol.

l-es, liis n¿urìe is to be callccl
ClcluNsrur,r,rlu. You hi,re ¿rncl l)a)' )-our'
co.unsellors irr earthlv coutts. brtt this
Clounsellor is given to ¡'ott. Hc is tìrir
one '\\'ho pleacÌs ¡'oul c¿rsc before the
juclge. ITe is irr u position to tell tht
jriclge that lie s¿t ¿rt ¿11 the requilc-
ments in vour ste¿rd. Ii)arthì¡- counscì-
Iorsl clo not agree to pa¡' the penaìt¡'
assessecl against ¡'ou b'r- the court, lttrt,
this Oounsello,l paid the lrentrlt¡' ¿ts-

ses,secl. When you looh for olte to
rellresent ¡'ou iu the courts <lf the land
)-ou \\-¿ìnt one l'ho is thorotghì,,r, ac-
tluaintecl ¿rncl exper'iettcecì. n'ith \1)t1t'
t¡'pe of case. Here is the Counselloi'
"n'ho \\'¿rs temlrted. in ¿rll points lihe ¿s
\\¡e. (I{eb. 4:J-5) Ht¡ \\'¿ìs forsaken.
grievecl, sufferecl ancl n'¿ts tenrptetl rvith
porrert¡'. FIt¿ also experienced in¿t'bilit"v
irs he saicl,r(I c¿ut of minc orvu selt'
clo nothing." John 5:110. \\¡herr vou give
¿rll the f¿rcts in the c¿rse thttt ¡-ou catl
thinli of to e¿r,r'thl¡- 'courrsellors at thejr
iurluir¡' yorL fincl l¿Lter th¿rt ¡'ou htle
left out sonrething vit¿tl to the casc
tbtrt ¡'ou vishecl you coulcl ha,r'e tolcl
thern, This Counsellor nh'eacl¡' linorr's
Jour e\¡erJ¡ trouble and has ¿ill thc
facts ir yoru case. Iilarthlv counsellors
ruay be 'bus,'l aricl J'ou haye to n'ait for
,\¡our tjrne before you c¿ln talli 'rv{th
thenr, but this Counsellol i's rtrit negìect-
fu'l antl h¿s arnple tintc ¿urtl e¿ws to
Itcar' .t'rxrt r:I'ies ðncl beseech ittgs. \-ott

ru:r¡' ha.vc tried to tell ì-onr troubles
to ¡'our fliencls here ¿rncl pour: out vour:
he¿trt to thern, but h¿rr,e )'ou everJ- e\-
peliencecl the 'reìief of rnjncl ancl lreuce
in ¡-our hear't a,s )-orl clicl n hen I'olr
pourecl out ¡'our healt ancl tr-as lilessecl
to llra.y thlough thjs C'ounsellot ttr
Alnright¡' Gocl? As long ¿rs J-ou ¿u'('
citpable of harrcllinä^ yoltr aff¿tils. er-elr
as long a,s \'ou thinli vorl ¿u'e ut,pabltr.
¡-ou har-e llo ìlse for' ¿r cro'ltnsellor'. \\'hen
things get be¡.oncl .r'out l<nolvlcclge anrl
l)o\\'er' .vou seeìr ¿r counsellor. I main-
t¿rin th¿rt ¿rs long tts a person feels
ctrpzlble of pursuing an)- clist¿tncc torÌ'arcl
gaiuing ete,rnal life upon his on-n tnerits
hr¡ cLoes not feel the nectl of ¿ courrsel'
lor'. [Ie is actitg upon his on'n strengtìt
ancl self-r'ighteousness and l.ill not ca,ìi
rrpon this flounsellor. lYhen ¿r, pcìrson
Ie¿r'ns b.l- s¿rcl experience that hc jir
rrothirrg aud all his seerning self-rig'ht
eousness is bnt filty r:ags in 'the sight
of (ìod, ìre feels the need ancl desires
the ajcl of the Oounsellor. Jesus Christ
is officiating âs Co,unsellor n'hen he is
¿rt the right hand of the llather rnal<jng
irtelccrssion for the sairits of Gocl ac-
colclìng to the l'ill of (}ocL. IIe js of
ficiatiu-g as the ('lounsellor' ,rv'lten he is
s¡rcttìiiug lortls of colnfort to the trr:rrt-
bìirrg chilcl of Goc't. lIe is officirrting
¿s the Clr¡rrlrsellor n'hen he is citll ing'.
r¡ralìf¡.irrg, sentling forth. ttntl using,^
each chilrl of GocL to the praise of his
g-lorious rì¿rrììe. 'I)e¿u' tlenlliling chjlcl oÍ
Gotl, do rot ¡-rut ¡-oul trust in ant- luatl
rr¡rorr eitrth, or ¿ìn)' set clf rrttln to gir-<t
r-orr n-isckrl. J¿rles r-as ins¡tirecl to s¿.r'.
¡'If ¿ny of t'ou l¿tcli vistlour, lt't ltilu ¿tsìi of
(ìocl." l{ay God glant ¡'ou gr¿ìce to
tnrst aìl to this Counsellor!

'I'Ìris sanìe character is ¿tlso to lic
callccL (rîllr }ftcu'rv Gol." the scrilr
tures affinn that the tln'ce in thc Gorl-
heacl al'e ONn. Gocl tJre .F.¿rther': Gocl
the Son; ancl Gocl the HoI-v Ghost :

these tlrreo are Ox¡:. Jesus Olrtist n.a.s
ort<:e n,it'llt¡rtt pol'et' bttt Iron- hc h¿rs nìì
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l)o\\'cr in heaven and on earth. If Jesus
Christ be the Mrcntv Gon he has all
po$¡er in heaven and on earth. Ile
rvorketh atl things after the counsel
of his orvn rvill. ('Declaring the end
fr<lrn the beginning, ancl from ancient
times the things that are nnt -vet done,
sa,¡ing, lI5 counsel shall stand, ¿rncl I
rvill do all rny pleasure." Isa. 46:10.
ff he be the Mrermv Gon do you thinli
he n'ill fail in bringing an-v of the sub
jects of his grace to the knos'leclge of
tlre truth? Do .vou think that a'n,v onu
for u,hour he gave his life rvill fail to
bc s¿rled in heaven and. irnmortal glor¡'
in the encl of this timely sphere? I c¿n'
not conceive the iclea that any of his
pulpose .q'ill fail in the least degree.

lfis n¿me is .rig'htly termed. I'nn ltrv-
DnLAS.TTNG l¡¡rtnnn. He is Ii'ather be-
c¿nrsrì he is founder and. builder of llis
church. Jesus Christ is Father beca,use
hc is the chief r,uIer of his lreople. He is
liing of his kingd.orn. Ife is the author
¿md finisher of our faith. The ternr
Ilvntr,r\srrNc signi fies unchangea'bleness.
\\'e clrange but his care for us nevel'
\\'avers. I[e lor-ed. tts el-en when l\¡e 'w'ere

clead in trespasses and. jn sins. \\rhen
ì\-e a.re colcl and careless he is inter-
cedirrg^ ancl caring for 11s. He is the
e'r'erla,sting I¡ather because he finishes
ln¡'thing he begins. Our earthly fathers
nra,r' forsalie us- but he linorvs 'wh¿rt w<l
neecl ¿rncl gives -us exactly n'hat is best
for us c'r'en though ll¡e rna.Y not think
it best. He lieeps each ancl eYer)' orlii
of his people ftorlr falling fiuall¡' ¿ù\Y¿t)¡

¿r,nd sâyes thern etel'nally frorr the
donlinion, po\ver ancl presence of sin.

IJis n¿uTìe shall be called Trrn Pnr¡vcn
or Prucn. Those of you 'rvho have been
irr se'r'erest of tro'ubles, and have ,ex-
periencecl that cleep soothing' calm tha¡
carne frorn no earfhly source can rig'ht-
I¡' call hirn the Prince of Peace. T

he¿rrcl a soldier once relate a.n experi-
eìrc(ì concer:ning this peace. I{e saitl
he 'was in the nlidst of olle of the

sevelest batties of World lYar If 'where
bonrbs rvere exploding all arouncl. Ev-
er')- one of his comrades hacl been cri-
tically 'vounded and killed by falling
shrapneì. IIe rv¿ts so afraicl antl clis-
tressecl that there 'rvas indescribable
throbbings ancl surgings of his troublecl
and depressed mincl. Atl at once there
1\:¿rs such a n'ontlerful, deep, 'caltning
inflùence that affectecL hirn that he n'as
not afraicl or troubled even thoug'h thtr
bomJ:s n'ere still exploding, ancl shra¡t-
nel still falling all ¿tround.. }{e rvas
nrade to lnorv that Gocl a;bsolutelv con'
trollecl eyerything and that nothing
coultl hurt him. ithis Prince of Peacc
caused. this bo¡' to peacefull¡ rcjoiee
in the midst of battle. This Frince of
Pea.ce causes his peopìe to be content
rvjth their lot ancl gÌoriously reconcilcs
'thenl tr-¡ his 'rvill. Is it not a peace that
srrpasscth all things else to ,realize th¿rt;
Gocl cares and is mindful of you? IIt:
talies 'care of s¡la,rrou's ancl not one
f¿lls u''jthout his notice,. and even the
h¿irs of r-our head are nurnbered. I{tt
und.erstancls )'our thoug'hts afar of'f ¿rnr1

tÌrere is not a n'orcl in your tongue that
he cloes not linon- altogether. Ire be-
corììes ¡ our Prince of Peace rvhen he
causes you to feel that his providence
n'ill protect and, his grace 'r'r'ill direct,
)'ou aright. IIe becornes yolrr Princc
of l'eace n'hen he takes ¡.our feet u¡r
out of an horrible pit of self-depert'
clence and places them upon the Rock,
(lhrist Jesus, as J'our hope for etern¿rl
Iife. I{e becomes .vour Prince of JJeace
'urher he puts ¿ì ne\v song in -vour nroutli
rvhich sings praises unto God jnsteacl
of the olcl song of praise of yourself.
IIe colnes as a Prince of Peace s'hen he
pichs -vou up ol the bahny u.ings of his
love n-hile you zrre hopelessly falling
¡161v¡1-fl61vn into the abyss of destruc-
tiorr ¿rncl rrrin. 'Ihat lvonclerful peace
that yott experiencecl ,'tthen )'ott âr()
blesssl to ¡*a¡', sing, speali, 'wt'itc itrltl
lrreclita,tc upon his "tr.onderful gootlness
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to the children of lnen is inexpressible.
\Yhat a calming peace rvhen you are
blcssed to speah kind rvo,rds to sorne
c¿tst clown inclividual. What a blesset!
peace rvhen you ¿rre given to 'assist
sorne fallen creature ancl clo cleetls of
liinclness to the less. fortunate.

Ma¡' the Prince of Ile¿rce be pleaseil
to soften the hearts of the political
leaders of the countries of this ryar-
torn rvorlcl that lasting peace be the
lt¡sult. If t:his be contrarSr f,e þig vj|l:
rn¿ry he càuse us to be content rvith
our lot and make us reconcilecl to his
r'ill for he kno'ws best. Ma;; Goct direct
the u'ords that h¿rve been l.ritten to
thc comfort of some lroor souJ is m¡-
clesile. Pray for me because f feel to
be the chief of sinners and less than
the least of all saints so much of the
tiure. It. J. Tr.

"RE¡nove not the ancient ,Iandmark,

whioh ilry fa,ühers fi,ave set." Prov, 22.28.

'llliis is uncloubtecll.v a real pr:overb.
À pror-erb is said to be ¿r '(brief pith¡'
sa¡'-ing.t' Ilr other rrolrls, ¿r c()rlcentll¿r.-
tion oln"e¿rltJr of neaning fur a fe-w
rlorcls. \\¡e believe this one to be all of
that. L¡itelalJ.v speahing, it w'¿rs ¿r rt'ell-
rríg'h-szrcrerÌ t'ustom for orrl fore-f¿tther'¡
in thc d¿rvs of oltl to fix a l¿rnclural:li
¿rs the boundry line between thejr lancls,
¡rroperties or estates, rvhichever rre lna-\¡
ch.oose to call them, to sepa::ate or clis-
tinguish them apa,rt. With all of the
ne;\\r inventions of this modernistic
¿lge, ollr S,urYeJ¡oI'S are still rnaliing use
of a la,ndrnzrlh, coruer stone or slab to
cleternline the point 'vhere otte ttta,tt's
on'nership ends ancl another begins. In
i,he fourteenth yerse of the nineteentli
chapter of Deutero[o]rìy'\rre reacl, (tThou

shalt not rernoye thy neiglhbor's lancl'
mark, n'hich they of old tirne have set
in tÌfne inheritance, rvhich thou shall
in'herit in the lancl that the Lorcl tlrr'
(Íocl giveth thee to possess it.:';\ntl

ill the ser-enteenth yerse of the trverrt¡',
ser:entìr 'ch:Lpter it says, ((C)u,rsed be he
th¿rt rerrorretli his neighbor's landnrarli."
'Ihe.v n'ere in honor bouncl to strictl¡-
obsen,e, generation after generation.,
ßuch marhers, otherrvise the¡' establish-
ecl a bacl lepuzrtation or ranìe for thern-
selves. Solonron, no doubt, had refer'-
ence to tìr¿rt custorn 'rvhen he sairì,
'r¡\ coon nalne is .r'a.ther to be choserr
than. great riches." One nain troubk:
l-ith the l'orl.cl to-day, in our opiniou,
is tbat rn¿ìn ancl na,tions, because of
selfishless ancl greecl, have shou'n an
utter clisregard for the rig'hts of others.
I{onesty, howe'r'er, is still a ¡rearl of
g'reat ¡u'ice in the sig'ht of honorable
men, ancl a rnan s'hose lvorcl is as gootl
as his ;boncl is rnuch to be prefelretl ttr
the one rvho resorts to rtnscrupulttus
ruethocls for accumul¿ting his n'ealth.
C'lh¿lacter h¿rs been said to be bettet'
securit.r' than g'ilt e.dge bonds. \\¡hen u'c
consicler the nreaning of a ttcooD NAlfIl"
to the Lorcl's people, yea the best narne
in ¿rìl the rvorlcl to them, everl Tun
Lour Or:u RtçlrrnotrsNnss, for it is b.r'
this n¿rrue that the church is callecl,
it js incleecl, rather to be ch,osen thart
.^reat riches. I)iarnonds ¿rncl pearls, go'ltl
arrcl silver', ¿urcl the greatest hon.ors that
carr ;l¡e bestorved b¡- mankincl, ttre bnt
sordid dust compared nith this good
trâûle.

Conring b¿ch to our text, n-e n'ish. to
call ¿rtterrtion to the fact that ((lancl-

lrâr'lit' is s¡rolie.n of in the singulal, asr

or\Ic, aûrl not in the plur:al, as thougù
tht¿r'e n ere nanì¡. Also, we 'would. lihe
to stress the fact of its being s¿rid to
J¡e "¿urcrient.t' Sometimes \\¡e hear bretb-
ren speaìi of it as thoug'h it rneant the
rnodern rvritings of rnore or less re-
ccrnt nìen. Without turning back the
pàges of hìstor-v tçro far, rve may well
esteem ver)- hig'hl1' such trren a,s Dr.
.John Gill, J. C. Phitpot, Wiìliarn Gads-
lrv ancl òther:s of lìngland, ancl S¿rmuel
'ft'ott, R. C. I.,eachrnan, Gilbert Reebe
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¿ìIìd others rììore recent in our o'rvn
countrr-, ncverotheless \\'e rnust at all
tinres keep in mind" the fact that at
nrost the¡- were but fallible men. Per'-
sonall¡-, 1yc åre fearful that there are
sonle n-ho regartl the sayings of such
ruelr too seriously, or as the ver-r' lasl
x-ortl of :ruthority. In this connection,
n-e night do 'n'ell to consicler the rvrit-
ings of sonle of the apostles. Paul said,
"l certifv ,vou, brethren, that the gos¡rel
l-hich ,$,as preached. of me is not a.fter
nran. l'or I'neither rec,eivecl it òf ln¿rn,
neither r.As I taught it, but b.v the
rer-elation of Jesus Christ. Ilor ye h¿rve
hcard. of rn¡' conversation in tirre past
in the Jen-st religion, hon' that be¡'oncl
nìeasure f persec,uted the church of
God, and rvasted it : Äncl profitecl i n
the Jen'st religion a'bor.e nralì\; rtì',:
cr1ua.ìs in nline orvrr nation, being no'rc
cxeeedirrglv zealous of the tr'¿rditions of
rl¡- fathers. But n-hen it pleased Gocl,
n'ho separatecl me from rìry rnother's
n-ornb, ancl e¿rlled rne by his grace, to
t'e'r'eal his So:r in il€, th¿r.t I rnight
preach hiur anìong the heathen; inl-
nrecliatc'ly I conferred not n'ith flesh
rurcl bloocl: Neither rverrt I up to Jell-
s¿rlcm to theni n{rich ryc're apostles be-
foru nre; but I n'en.t into Arabia", a,ncl
returnecl again unto Darnascus." Gal.
1 :11-17. This sane apostle adrnonishes
¿re c..hlrch eyel unto this clzr¡', in say.
ing, ((As -ye have therefore receivcrl
Cllrrist Jesus the I-,ordl so "walh ye irr
hirn: Rooted and built up in hitn, and
stablishecl in the faith, ¿s -ve have beerr
taug'ht, abouncling therein n'ith thanlis-
giving. Be'ware lest an¡' man spoil ¡'otr
throug'h philosoph¡' and vain deceit, a,f.
ter the tradition of rìlen, ¿rf,ter thc
ruclinlents of the l"orkl, ¿Lnd not ¿tf-
ter Ohrist. Ir'or in him cln'elleth all the
fuìness of the Godheacl boclily." Col.
2:6-9 Peter comes along a,ncl rertrind.s
us th¿t we u'ere not (rrecleemecl -rvith

corl'uptitrle things, ais silver and golcl,
rrom ¡ oùr' r-¿lin, 'r:r.¡nvergatjon receivetl

b.v tradition frorn ¡'our fathers, but n'ith
thc precious blood, of Crhrist." IIr tìtc
ninth ¿rrticle of the Original Prospec-
tus of the rSigns of tlte 'I'i'nt'es Elder Gi'l-
bert Beebe sa,id: (rThe Scriptrtres ¿rre
the onl.v divirrel_v authorized R,ule of
I¡aith ancl Practice for the saints of
Gocl." flhe (rancient landmarkr" u'hich
is rrot to be removed is that u'hÍch Gocl
hinself hath set b¡. the fathers betu-ecrt
right ancl \ylong, betrveen the true antl
the false, beünneen his orvn possessintt
ancl th¿rt of the Manruon of Unrighl,-
eous¡ress. Gocl bJ' his Holy S1rìrit itr
spiled ho11, ¡tt"o of olcl, being linhed
together in successiott, although in
lìì¿utv instances having no knon'ledge
of each other, lrnt nevertheless stead-
fastl_v contending for the sarne glorious
tnrth, elerr do-lvn to the days of Jesus
Christ and tìre apostles, thus plainì.v
shon'ing the unerring' influence of the
oNn rnjncl of th¿rt r'r\l\{ Trrar r Ätr, n¡ho
cal.lecl and sent then forth as slteep
,unorìg x'olves. ,Do n'e neecl anv greatet'
cviclence of thc d.ivine inspilation of
the scr:iptures than the f¿rct that nterr
n'ho graced the sta$e of ¿rction ¿t ttif-
fcrent peuiods of the s'orlcl hat'e con-
sistentl¡' t¿ken up the banner of truth,
'rvhere it l.as lain d.on'n b¡ thosc n'ho
hacl-gone before, and borne it aloft as
a standard for the elect of Gotl in all
a,ges of the n orlcl to rall¡" arountl.
thoug'h }Ioses l,lote of the creatiorr
of the n'orlcl ancl events n'hich took
placc long liefore he \r¡as born, anrì
othc¡rs prophesiecl of things ¿l thousand
¿rncl uore )'ears to corne, tt-e llave such
a.n abuncla.nce of proof a,s to the ac-
cllrac)r of their testitnon¡' that nono of
(*ocl's chilclren 'tt'ill dare q,uestion his
worcl. 'l.he prophets foretold of the cort-
ing of Jesus and his mission ol earth,
¿rnd he carne and sealed. it r¡'ith his
orvn ¡l'ecious blood, fulfilling in ever¡'
jot trncl tittle all that l'as prophesietl
of hirn. This 1\¡¿trs followed by thc'
apostles l'ho tvere a unit itr bearing
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l-itness to the f¿ct that Jesus fiuishr:cl
the l.orli of redempûion in ever\r cle-
tall ancl by cleclaring that the church is¡rbuilt upon the foundation of tlt,:
trpostles and plophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner' 'stone 

:

in r-honr all the builcling- fitl¡' franetl
togc'thel gron'eth into ¿rn hol¡' templejn the Lorcl: in n'horn J'e also are
builclecl together for an habitation of
Gocl through the Spirit." f['he cLoctrine
c¡ff Gocl our Sayior has been cle¿r,rìr. set
forth fol the foregoing clirinel.v inspir'-
erl ¿ruthors, a,nd. rre n'ill clo 's.eìl to re-
garcl thern 'vith re\¡ereltce altd stan.cÌ
firln for the truth as it is in Jesus. I-,et
rrs, therefole, seeh for the old- paths,
altl inquire ttn'herejn is the goocl va;',
¿rncl rvalli thereinrt' r'r'or other foun-
cl¿tion can no nran 1a¡- tlran th¿rt is
lirlcl, n'hich is J'esus Christ." Ptìuì,
rvriting to Ure Corinthian brethren sajcl,
"f cletenninecl not to knon' ¿rnythiltg
¿rrìrcnÉl Jrou, sar¡e Jesus Ohrist, ¿rnd hinr
crucifj.ed.tt This is good, souncl ancl
n'holesorne cloctrine. The flocdr of Gocl
carr feed, fe¿rst and- thrive upon this
rlrithout strffering an5. ill effects. \\¡tr
l'isì. l't¡ rnigtt all l'ealize th¿ut n'e on'e
orrl irllegiance to Gocl, that rve ¿ùre a,c-

counta,ble to him for l'hat n'e ltlcach
¿rud te.itch, ancl ììì.al¡ l\¡e .be given to
looli fol hiru, ancl him alone, fol n'is-
clom, fol kno'tvleclge, fol: lrnrle:'statrtling
ttrcl guLidance in the ''s"¿tv that u.e shoulcl

,g-o, being ca,reful not to reillo\¡e the
arrcient lanchla,rk n'hich he h¿rth beert

pìeasecl to set bJ' ' on" spirituaì ftire-
fa.thers, in moving therl b¡,' his Spiril.
to stake out the bouncls of <¡ternal
truth.

('I'he late Eldel)
R. I,IISTEIì DODSON

(l'his alticle \r'¿ì,s founcl on his cLcsli

a,td is bcliever'l to be the last one hr,'

n'rotc, )

R,F^SOLUTION
WHEREAS, it has been the will of Hi'm wh.o

doeth all üLlings well ;to remove by death from
these mor'tal shores, our ,beloved editor of the
Signs of tho Times, Inc., ELDER R. 'LESTER
DODSON, we desire to bow to fris holy will.

IVHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of ùhc
Signs of the Times, Inc. feel deeply their loss in
the passing of our beloved brother, who as editoi
of 'our farnily paper, has for many years mani-
fes'ted so great a love for the úruth, and an un-
tiring ,i,nterest in the welfare oI Zion ¡'ealize hc
has left to us, who are int¡'usted wiÖh ,the car'-
rying on of thris work, an exarnple worthy of
our emulation. May the ,spirit of 'h,im who guided
the pen ,of our beloved lbrother guide us as u'e
undertake ,this work, ,ühat we may rever be mind-
ful of the spirit of brotrtrerly love, and his grea,f
zeal for the .t¡uth in all ou,r del,iberations, i>
oulhumble desine, and further

RTESOLVED, 'that we leave ,upon our recolds
an expression of our' love and esteem for him
who was blessed ,to minister {o God's humble
poor, both by pett, and wor'd 'of m'outh, to the
glory of God, and the .oomfort of the n-ousehold
of faith, ar¡d be it further

RESOLVED, tihart a oopy of this resolu'tion of
iove and esteem be sent to h,is widow, Mrs.

Beulah R. Dodson, and son, a copy recordecl
upon our rnrinurtes, and a copy publi'shed in the
Signs of the Tirnes.

Done by order of the Boa¡d of Trustees of
the Signs of the Tirnes, Inc' in session this
March 9ih, 1951.

(Elder') D. V. SPANGLER, President
CYRUS R'ISLER, Secretary

OBITUARIES
It is with much sadness I relate sometihing of

the life and death of my dear mother', EMMA
HINES GILBERT, age 77. She was bofn Nov. 16,

1873, neal Vy'ake Forest, N. C. Her parents, Wil-
liam Taylor Hines and Rebecca Jane Powell Hines
were Primitive Baptists, members of nearby Cedar
Grove Church. She united witll Cedar Grove
Church during an Association in Sept. 1893 at
about 20 years of age, and was baptized by the
late Elder J. T. Edgerton of Pikeville, N. C. She
and her father have served as clerk of Cedar
Grove; her father. having been a Deacon there
a,iso.

She taught schooJ. for 12 yeals and during
that time met and married Albert R. Gilbert of
Benson,, N. C. He wa's an Old Baptist also, They
settlecl on their farm near Bensom, She then
movecl her membership to Hannah Creek Church.
She lemainecl through life a good Old Baptist



SIGNS OF THE îIMES t1f)

ancl a faithful member of her church. They had
seven children, two dying in infancy. Those living
ar€ as follows: Ovid 8.. Gilbert of Merchant
Marines, Houston, Texas, Mrs. Elsie G. Brockman,
Salisbur¡', N. C, Mrs. Virginia G. Woodard,
Kenly, N. C., P. N. C. W'illiam H. Gilbert, U.S.N,,
Key West, tr'Ia., and Mrs. Velma, G. Sullivan,
Milwaukee, W'is. There are eight grandchildren.

My parents nroved to Petersburg and Hope-
well, Va. ,in 1930, ,and lived there until .father
died in Jân, 1936 wlrer¡ sh.e mad,e her home with
her daughters. She was given a beautiful spiritual
promise w,lren she was 17 yea'r,s of agp while
she tray very' low with rtyrphoid an*d pneu,monia,
after the deaths of hef sister and parents. "How
Firm a Foundation," every word of tùris song
she felt was ùrer promise .in ,heo: fu¡üure pitrgrirn-
age. In viewing her life, rthe fulfillme,nt of thai
promise oontinued wlth her, ,even in deaóh, The
following ,is ,a poem she cornposed a,t her home,
Per:nell, N. C., July 5, 1893, soon after her par-
ents died. It so fiftngly s,peaks my feelings novr,.

"Oh God, be my guúde, my heþ, rny all,
And lead, me 'through this life of care;

And when in Sa'tan's snares al,most enthralled,
' Be thou my' strength and succor there.

Oh Lord, I'm ignorant, weak, unskilled,
But ,thou art ,full ,of stre¡r:gth and power,

Thou the feat' and, sting ,of death can still,
Wiil thou he wirth,rne in ühe 'inevi'üable hour?

Lord, thou h.ast snatched ..qway f,rom 'rne,My eartihly help and fairest hope,
Thou hast oalled them'up to thee,

Alone .through this dark world I grope.
0

Oh Lord, orÌ mJ¡ da,rk paúhway shine,
And, give rne courage, Iet me nort faint,

At last lead me to thy home divine,
Arrd up thele crowr¡ rne as à saint,"

Many times when t¡oubled or perplexed, she
would say, "Our times are in thy Ìrands," .and
then she seemed to relax and' be paúienit ,ârìd
s'u,brnissive ,to her longings ,and sufferings, ye.t
so weary and tired ,of tl¡e cares of th,is world.
She was so very patient, lovinrg and kind. Shc
w,ould often exclaim, if I reign with him, I must
suffer wiith him,

Having been a good moth,er, neighbor, fliend
and Chrisüian was arttested in. pant by tlre bearr-
tiful flowers, the ,rnany ,m€ssages, visits and acts
of love and kindness bestowed on her snd hei'
cl¡,ild,ren during ,her illness, death and following
her bu'rial. Since 1942 she was â semi-inv'alid,

a'nd suffgred several crirûical illnesses. She lbe-
came very ill Türanksgiv,ing week, and continued
critically ill until she died on Thuasday, Dec. 28.
1950, at her da,ughter's home ún Salisbury, N. C,

Her fu¡'¡,eral was oonducted at llarurah C'reek
Churdh, Sunday, Dec. 31, 1950 by Elder T .F.
Adams of Willow Spr'ings, N. C. She was laiel
to rest beside her husband m-d, two 'babies in
Benson Cemetery. Written by lrer daughter and
sister of her faith l hope.

- (Mrs.) VI'RTGIMA G. WOODARI)
I(en1y, N. C.

With deep sorrou' we note the passing of
Brother THOIVIAS R. STARR, who. departed this
life at his home in Pomona, near Chestertown,
Md., Jan. tU, 795L, after a lbrief illness following
a heart attack while engaged in cutting wood. He
wds past eighlty-'tlhree years of age. Among the
immediate surviving relatives are three, sons:

-Russell of Chesterfown, Md., Sherman and W'alter
of Pomorra, Md., four da,r.rghters, Mrs. Minnie M'
Grussing, Mrs. Rose S,. McMullin, Chestertown;
Mls, Ruth S. Lucht, Pomona, and Mrs. Daisy F.
Saathoff, Denton, Md. One son, Elmer, died in
1949. Also surviving are twenty-five glandchildren
¿incl ten great-grandchildren.

Brothel Starr was bortr near Needmore, Pa. in
1868 where he spent his early life following the
avocation of farming, and at times being engaged
in the lumber business. He was married in 1895
to Miss Rachel C. Mellott of Wilrips Cove, Pa.
who diecl in 1938. He moved to the vicinity of
Chesteltown in 1905 where he, conducted a truck
far-rn and also followed his trade as a blacksmith,
being successful ir¡ all his pursuits. He was a
r¡an of marked industry and inflexible honesty,
and was highly esteemed as a neighbor, citizen
and friend. His pleasant manher and willingness.
to be helpful appealed to all who knew him. He
was baptized.. inüo ttlhe fetrlowship o{ the Welsh
fract Church by Elder J. G. Eubanks and was
always faithful to his church, and present when
possi.ble a't dhe church rneet¡ings. He was sound in
doctrine; firrn in his convictions, unassuming in
manner, and failed in no respect as a husband
and father. He will be greatly missed by his
neighbo.rs, friencls anc{ the members of the chutch
of his faith.

The funeral services were conducted Jan, 27 at
the Bond Chapel in Pomona. The writer of-
ficiated, assisted by Elder Harold M. Bennett of
Mardela Splings, Md., as the regular servant of
the rffelsh Tlact Church of which Brother Starr
was a member, .Elder D. V. Spangler, was in
Florida. Interment was in Chester Cemetery,
Chesteltown, Md.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS
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It is with a feeli,ng of sad.ness we chronicle the
paSsing of isister MARY CATHERINE WIIIT-
TIÑGTOI{, \.vho was born in Taylor' County,
Georgia, Dec. 21, 185?. She remained in the state
of Georgia until Dec, 10, 1884 at which time she
moved to the sta;te of Florida where she spent
the remainder .of her natural life. The Lord had
beautifully brightened her pathway thus far,. but'
soon aftêr moving to her new home in Florida
the goodness, and mercies ofl God beeame rnole'
urrd Àore evidenü to her, and. the brilliancy of a

blessed hope in the Lord Jesus Christ began
lipening fast, so on Nov. 24, L&90 she was led by
the Spirit of God to Washington Church where
she. related her hopes ánd fears and expressed a

desire to be baptizeil, Shre was joyfully received
i,uto the fellowshrþ of 'Wasihingqon Primirtive Bap-
tist Church and baptized by ihe late Elder George
Ray with all the graces of the church bestowed
upon her, the beauty 'and graces 'of the church
she reverencecl and loved the remainder of her
life' 

dheOn October 30, 1950 in the serenity of 1

eternal pur¡pose ,of Go,d', while ,a'11 nature seemerl.
to tell us in its own language it was fast wither'-
ing, the,. ieaves; grasses and other vegetable
material was in its golden hue, proving soi tluly
that it was withering ancl going back to the
earth, and then it was that our eternal God, who
is our refuge, spoke in no uncertain terrns, yet
in a. still small voice to his child, our sister and
mother; and said it is enough, chilcl come home.
On Nov. 1 the remains of our precious'sister and
ñothel lvere placed in Washington Church Ceme-
tery to await lhe coming of her blessed Lord,
peace to her memory. The services were con-
clucted by the writer'in W'ashiugtonr Church house
in,the presence of a large host of close rela'tives
ancl kindrecl in Christ, friends and neighbors
from far and near. The Brake funeral home of
Panama City, Fla. very efficiently took charge
of the arrangements, and the immense niumber
and beauty of the floral offerings bespoke in
their language the ihigh esteem in which this
great mother and sister in Christ wa,s held by all.

Seven children are left to, mourn her passing;
W. R. and B. F. \ilhittíng¡ton, Chipley, Fla.; J. E'
Whittingto,r¡, Scotland Neck, N. C., J. T. \ühitting-
ton, Bogalusa, La,, R.. R. and C. O. of Panama
City, Ila., and Mrs. P. L. Noles, with whom she
made her home in Fanama City, Ela. I'here are
sixteen g¡:andchildren, twenty-five great-grand-
children and five great-great-grandol¡ildren. The
writer takes great pride in saying the above
named children are verjr outstanding, and num-
bered. among our best citizens. Evidently the
teachings of this'greatrand good mother is bear:.
ing fr"ttit in these fine children. May the gleat

lesson sLre ,,t'augtrt never g'rows less. "Blessecl
are the . dead whidr die in ilíhe tr¡ord
from hencefor-th: Yea, 'saith the Spirit, that they
may lest from their labors; and their works. .do

.follow thém." Rev. 14:13. \ü'ritten by the request
of the ,family. (Etder) F. A. COLLINS

SPECIAL MEETTNGS
The Delawa,r'e River Associat¡ion will conveue

with the Hopewell ,Old School Baptist Ohurch,
Hopewell, N. J.; Wed., Thu,rs., and Fniday, June
6, 7 and 8, 1951. Services will begin ,at 10 o'clock
D.S.T. Wed. morriing. A cor:d,ial i'nvita,tion is ex-
tended rto all ministers ,and hr.ethren of our faith
and, order ,in fellowship with up, ,and all friencls
of our faith wi]l be 'w,elcome. 1,'1¡sss ¿¡¡iv'ing b1'
car or bus. ron Tuêsdey ,please go to the trome
of Mrs. George Genther, 25 rff. Broad St., or Mr,s.
Letha Bl,ackwell, 9 P.rinceton 'Ave., Hopewell,
where they will be cared for. Those afriving bv
lrain, Read,ing ,R.R., ,from N.Y, or Phila. will be
met Tuesd,ay eveni,ng. All arriving on I¿Ved.

morni,ng shoulil go directly rto ühe meet¡ing-lÌouse.
(Mrs.) LETHA BI-ACKWELL, Chulch Clerli

The Delaware Oicl School Baptist Association
is appointed to be held with the Welsh Tract
Church, near Newark, Delaware, Saúurday and
Sunday, May 12 ancl 13, 1951. Services to begin
cn Saturdgy at 10:30 A. M. Brethren, sisters ancl
friends ar'e extêncled a coldial invitatibn to meet
w¡iùh us. (El'der) D. V. SPANGIJER

, ENDOWMENT FI,'ND
J. M. Shockley, Md, $100; Minnie Lee l{Iii-

liams, Tex. $15.

AID FOR, SENDING "SIGNS'' TO INDIGENTS
,Mrs. H. A. Strube, Tex., $2; A driend, N. Y.,

$10; Miss B. McI-¡adhlin, Cân., $1; Mrs. A. T.
Jones, Mich., $2; Mrs. J. Cl,iffo,rd, W,ash., $2; A
I:ove, I-,'a., $2; M. E. Ilu,ns', C-al., $2; Mrs. J. W.
Free, Tex., $2.

PRICES T'OR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE 'SIGNS''

'We will furnish extra copies of the Signs
ol üre Iimes at the following prices: 1 copy
25 cents; 3 copies 75 cents; 6 copies $1.50;
12 copies $3,00. These prices do not apply to

.our regular subscribers who fail to receive
their paper, and if they will notify us of the
failure we rvill mail them another copy fre'-'
of charge.
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IMPOR,TANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The Tru,stees of ttre Signs of the Times,

Inc. ate pleased to amnounce the appoint-
men of Elirler D, V. Spangler, Rouúe 2,'

Annapo'lis, Md., Editor, and Elder J. D'
Wood, ßoute 5, Box 53, Baltimore, Md.' ,{s-
sistant Editor, commencing July 1, 1951'

On and after that date (July 1' 1951).
al'l mail for the Signs of tho Times, Inc.
should be addressed Annapolis, Maryland,
P. O. Box 86. Alt money ordcrs should be
made payable at Annapoli5, 'Md.

To rnany of our subscribers both Elder
Spangler and Elder Wood are. well knowra,
and we are confiderrt the Signs wlll be con-
tinued on the same high standard it has
been in the past by Elder Dodson, :

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, rNC...
CYR,US ßISLER,, SéC'Y

CORRESPONDENCE
"And on the seventh clay God ended his

.. work which he had made; and he rested
on the' seventh day from all his work
which he had made." Qen. 2:2.

If Gocl in his \\'onderful \\.isdorrr,.¿ttt(i
suprerne power over all things n'ill 'l'0-
\:eal to this un'u'orth¡" str..t of clust, this
less than the least of all saints if oue
¿rt alì, I arn in his huncls like cla¡' in uhe
Ir¿rnds of tht¿ potter. f re¿rlize there is
iì cause that procluces the effect ¿lncl rlo
(ìffect cân be produced tvithout ¿ì cause.
I aul remindecl of a h.1'run, runrbei 8 il
Bct,be's (lollectioll.

"Etelnal God! Alrnighfy Cause
Of ea,rth and seas, and worlds unknown;
All thi¡gs are srrbject to thy laws,
All things depend on thee alone."

I{on' conpletel)' all the details oI
c.\zer]' ,thing 1\-ås l\'ot:l(ecl out in the'six

periods, or: davs. Àll \\'ere r\rorlied out,
in the unseen. Ìfis decree o,f ¿rll thing's
from the snlallest rnicrobe to the lar{r-
est being that has life, to 'the still life
of grass, herbs and. trees, the'sparrows.
the hairs , of your head, the air tr'é
breaüþ, the 'u'ater s'e d.rink, the rairt
that falls, the ice alìd snol\¡, the li í'e

that lre live all is depenclent ou Hinr.
' lMe might say, in our tines, the clral--

ing.board rvith ¿ltl its skeüches is blr-r'.'
'printed. IIis lsorh is <lver, aild on tlì(ì
seventh day he is resting from all his
work ,which is nou' being fuìfillecl rrc
cord.ing to ito the blUe prints. H,is I'ill
in all things is corning to pzrss" It ìs
not a chance world, not by unreliable
rvor|<s of rnan, not by fate or. ullcer-
tainty, but the work of an olnnipoteltt
God, according to his rvill and for his
pìrrpose as he hath decreed, and is conr'
ing to pass bringing glor.y to his nanrc.
'r'O Lorcl, hos' manifold. are thy u-orhs !

'iir s.isdom.hast thou made them ¿rll: th¿
earth is full of thy riches."

,I har-e spohen in a general u'ay ancl
no\v \\¡e looh at f,he n'ritten rv'ord lvhidt
he hath left upon record, ((th¿rt \\'r)
through ptttience ând conlfort of the
scriptures rnight have hope." Rom. 15:4.

' 'tr'hc.v rvere r\rritten for our le¿trning. Tt
is our try-square for in all things the.1'
rnust be a 'nritness, it is light that'ntrtl(es
tn¿Lnifest. Some of the things in thrr
lÌook n'e clo nclt understand., lìot: catì
\\'e llnd.erstand the sim¡rlest quottrtiott
rrnless he re'r,eals it to rrs: the¡' mus[
be zr rvitness, ânc1 there is ¿r n'itnegs
rr-ithin $rhen Gocl b¡' his spirit takes

lì'
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thc thirrgs of' .Iestts ancl shon's thent
unto us. (John 16 ) In the ¿rbsence of
';estìmon;- there is no belief. One must
be quiclienecl b¡' the grace of Gocl, anrl
bc born of',4n incorruptible seecl be-
fore he c¿ur fathor-n, or kno\\-, the things
of Gocl ancl Gocl ,resting frorn all his
l-ork 'n,hich he declarecl n as ver¡' goocl.

"I)eclaring the encL frorn th<¡ beginning."
Isa. 46 :10. Let ìrs ex¿tnine the blue
prints rvhich recorcls before the n-orlcl
n-:rs rnacle, f<x' there is recordecl in tht:
booh of life the n¿tììles of certitin ones
that Gotl hacl chosen, :urcl his choice u'¿ls
bc'fore the rvolltl u'as m¿de. fllhe [.¡orcl:s
rùosen ¡reople is believecl ¿ truth. It is
ctern¿l ¿rncl unconclition¿rl accolcling ttl
the record. r(\Vho hath sa,r'ed us, antl
c¿rlled us n'jth an holy ctrllìng, not ac-
corcling to rxrr n-orl<s, but ¿tccord.ing to
his own purpose and. gra.ce, n hich rvas
giverr us in ('hrist Jeslus before th¿
l'orlcl began." 2 'linr. 1 :f). ((¡\nd notrir
0 I'athelr glorif¡- ,thou tnt¡ l'ith thiue
on'n self rvith the gìor'¡' n'hich I harl
"ryith thee before the 's-orld r'¿ts." John

't7:5. His otyrt tyords proye t<l us thab
Jesus Ohrist ryas one rvith the I¡¿rthr:t'
n'hen his peopìe I'ere c,hrlsen in hiltt.
Speaìiing of the seconcl cleath, '(Anrl
rvhosoevet' n'¿rs rrot found, nnritten in the
bool< of life s-as ca.st into the lalie of
fire." Rev. 20:15.

Brethren, I ttid not start to preach
election to you fol I knorv the read.ers
of the 

^Srlg?¿.s 
believe it, but mcrely to

c¿rìl vour attention to the scriptures r;f
trlth us the blue plints h¿lr'e g'one out
¿rncl see that you utahe it trccording to
the pattern. Reruember th ¿r t Gocl is
resting fronr all his n'olk. I beliel'e it is
ret the seventh cla¡' rvith him ¿rnd all
-his rvor'l< is clone. Ilere it is nolt' bein¡¡
fulfillecl, ¿tnd. the por\¡er of God is still
being cleclarecl by his chosen rvittchmerr,
and it is as foolish to-rla-v as it n'as to
the Greehs, and 'the n'isclonr of thc
world still sturnbles at i,t, but to thenr

that ale called it is the l)o\\'el of (lotl,
ancl the l'isdom of Goc1,

f arn thinhing of the pa.-sing <-if tltr:
fonller lldi'tor. It rv¿¡s ¿ shocli to ne.
NIan¡' are the tinres I have he¿rrd hilrr
llreach the rvonclerful worlis of Gocl :

I h¿rye beerr entertainecl in his hotn,-:
¿nd at the churches that \.ere unclei'
his c¿rre and of ther pronrp,tness in n'hich
ùre rvoukl ans\yer one l.hen lrlitten to.
IIe sparecl no pains in entertaining his
brethren: rìr¿ìrì.v of his Editorials alc
l urattel of record., ancl the goocl l-,olrì,
tuccolding to his clecree, h¿rs another'
ryho rvill stancl in his place that the
,l4igns of the ll'irnes n'iìl still go on pro-
'cìtriruing ("1'he Stt'ord of the l-¡orrl ancl
of (Ìideou." Irllder I)oclson has norr ful .

fiììecl the ptrlt of the cleclee concerltinq
hinr, he is nor- resting from his labors
ii¡ Gocl did fronr his. rlla-r (locl recorr-
cile us all in our loss for it is his gain.
\\'e are lt ft to endure a little longer' ,

but (iod u'i1l not lear-e hitllself n ithout
¿ n'itnes:s. All that rve har-e has been
.gilen to us, ¿rìd horv small it rnahes one
feel, hon' little, hon' -\\'e are broken
rlon-n in te¿rrs n hen I John 3 :1 is rc-
r-e¿tled rtnto u's, ((Beholcl "lvh¿tt rttannet'
of lole the Father hath besto\\¡ed uporì
us, thtrt ver shoulcl be called the sons
of Gocl: therefore the rvorlcl knon'etìr
us not, beca.use it knen' hirn not." Talit,r
courage chilclren for your narnes âr'r:ì
rvritten in hea,lren. '('I'rust -ve in the
Lorcl for ever': for in the l.,ord Jeitovttll
is everl¿rsting strength." Isa. 26:4. IIc
that is resting frorn ¿rll his s'orli hatìr
decreecl it so. ('Nevertheless the foun-
dation of God st¿rncleth ;sllre, h¿lving
'this sczrl, the Lorcl hnou.eth them th¿rt.
¿rre his." 2 Tim. 2:19.

I first cletlicate this iinlrerfect u'rit-
riug to Ilrothel Llvrus Risler, r'ho h¿t¡
been such :r help to Elcler l)odson dtn'-
ing his sickness. Ifi ztpprovecl b)' hini.
prolicling ther'e has been no Eclitor ap-
trrointecl, t h e n to the leaders of tht:
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Signs, zishing for your prayers that I
nra¡, be hept faithfut. I beg to rernajn
¡our brother in Christ.

(ElcLer) GEOIìGE L. WEA\rEI',
2802 Marcum Terrace, Huntington, \tr'. Va.

Lillie, La.
lù,rpr¡ J. Il. Buncnss, Dn¡n Bnorunn:
I received J'our highly appreciated let-
ber to-day and was g1acl incleed to hear
frorn you again in reply to my recent
tetter. As'to publishing it in any of thtr
papers it rvitl be all right l'ith rne onl.',-
I do feel so much my unvorthiness ¿rrtd

un¡rrofitableness. I clo not rernerlrber
rvhat I rvrote you, but if there is an;'-
thing in it that you thinh wjll be of
comfort to the l-,ord's people I freel¡: -

give my consent for it to be pmblishecl.
Yes, ¡'ou are 'right a,bout riry being

at the Pig River Association. I rernem-
bg* it r¡erÍ ctistinctty and rernembet
hearing your nârne, but I do not recall
you in mincl as seeing you. I remenì-
ber the meeting and. several things thar,
tool< pla,ce there. My r,'ife rernembcvs
¡ our n'ife at this meeting. I arn abont
fifty-eig'ht years old" and ha've been go-
ing among this people about thirty-six
)'eârs¡ In one sense of the rvorcl it seem.s

as of yesterday. I rvas onh' t'vrenty'tn'tr
)'ears olcl n'hen I started.. Thoug'h I clo
feel so unrvorth¡" and unprofitablr:
¿ììnong them, if I am not deceived, Ï
Iove them and their experiences ancl.

travels. It has been \¡ery comforting
eviclence to me as one I trust has been
blesßed rvith a 'sweet hope in Christ
Jesus the l-,ord. and. Savior, others'ise
f h¿ve no hope.

If Jesus is not rny hoPe, rn;' great
desire and m-v salvation then I have
none ¿rt all. Everything that I d.o, hear,
see ¿lnd feel 'u'ould completely condernn
rne, ancl rnuin rle folerter and ever lvere
it not for m¡' hope in Jesus tt'ho js
l,he n'a-v, the truth ancl the life, the onl¡'
saì'vation of his lieople ejther for time

or eternit¡. If people rvere s¿r'ed in an.t-
sense fol rvell doing then rvho can d.,r

nell? Paul said s'hen he rvould clo gootl
evil \vas present n'ith hitn, and hon'
to perform that which 1\rAS goocl htr
founcl not. Not onl,v this but lse fincl
that Paul in another place says there is
none th¿rt doeth good., nq not one.

I truly s'ish that f could. do good,
¿rnd not only so, but if it could pleasr.l
the Lorct to enable tne to 'be so. I 'n'ish
T lr.ere perfect and sinless altogethet'.
ancl n'ould rernain that s'ay the rest of
rny pitgrimage here below, but alas I
arn r-ile and sinful and ofterr made ttt
l\reep and rìrourn, sig'h ancl cry because
of this fact. B,utr dea,r brother, I 'ant
hoping and longing for that time rvhen
()ur blessed lìecleerner rt'ill collle ¿rrlcl

charrge us fronr mortal and. sinful cte¿t-
tures to imulortal and righteous beings
lihe unto hirnself, tl'here there ale etel'-
nal jo¡.¡r and. ¡,rleasures forevermor:e.

I ¿rm glacl ¡'ou ¿¡s sþ¿rrirg Gospeì
C'lomrnents u'ith the brethren and sis-
ters. If .vou fintl any .rvho -rould. liha
to haye â copJ¡ 6f their. own tell thelrr
to n'rite rne and. I s'ill send one. Ma;''
Gocl bless a,nd" comfort you, yours 'ant1
¿rll the householcl of faiTh in your sec'
'.tion as vell as elservhere. Pray for me
and write anytime you feel to do so'
I arn ahra-vs g1ad. to have a letter fronl
an.v of the Lord's little ones. Your verr'

'unlrorth)' brother in hope.
(Elcler) R. lÃr. RIIODES

1158 Falls Terrace, Union' N' ./'
l)n,lu lJtorrrntì AND Srs'rnn Rrsr,nn: I
u'ish I cou]cl put on paper aìl {ùe
i,houghts I h¿t'e 'written to you in mintl
f'or the past three months, hoping I
r:oulcl speirli some vords of cornfort to
.\'ou in ¡.our sadclenecl and beleayed. con-
rlition at the loss of our dearlv belovecl
¡r:rstor', but I hesitate to say anything
ìcnorr..ing tlrere is onl¡- one source oli
r-rornfort to .thost¡ of a brolren a,ntl con-
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trite spilit, r'îhe Lorcl gar-e, ¿ì,ilcl the
I-¿orcl hath tahen aw¿ìJ'; blessecl be ther
rl¿ì,rne of the L,,orcl." Though tye feel
deepl¡' our loss, so cleepl¡' t h ¿ t our
ìrearts ¿rre too hea\'j' to even s¡rezrli of
it n'hen \ye see each other, yet rve ,rl.oulel
not s'ish him b¿lch in this rvorlcl of sin
¿rncl sorro'lv for -n e feel th¿t he is now
¿rt rest in lrezrce rrhere thele are plea-
sures forevernlore: rvhere jol' ary¿rits
those of like precious faith. -dt first it
seernecl as if rve coulcL not go on with-
out the e'r'er loving, watchful care of
ììlder Iloclson, but rve nrust be subrnis-
sive to the n'ill of Gocl fol rye linow((he cloeth according to his l'ill in
the arûry of heaven, and ârnong the
inhabitants of the earth: a,ncl none ea,n
sta¡' his hancl, or så,) unto hirn, \\¡h¿rt
cloest thou?" Fol he has all por,rer ancl
htrs prornised that a,ll things rvor'li to-
gether for goocl to thern vho love the
L,ord.

J{re feel sure that the a,bove statement
is true vet n'e stoP and pondel ((I)o 

T

loye the Lorcl or no? Arn I his, ol arn I
not?tt Be our fajth ancl holte ever so
small \rye ìvorlld not exchange it for terr
thousand n'orlcls like the oTìe rye ¿lre
ìir.ing in to-tla¡r. Thoug'h our faith rna.l.
\\'¿r\rer and seem stnaller than the srnall-
est gra,in of rnnstard seed., yet r\:e \\'oulC
not .har.e the coulage to press forw¿lrcl
torvarcl. the m¿rrli for the prize of the
high calling of Gorl in Christ Jesus,jf it rvere not for the faith ancl hope
of a brighter n'orld. than this. ('If in
this life only n'e ha,ve hope in Ohlisi;,
rve are of all men m o s t nriserable."
Sornetirnes rve feel that u'e j,ust cannot
go on our l\¡a,y, our load seerns so hear'¡'
¿rnd there seems no r¡ay of esca,pe frour
the rnany trials and tribulations of this
u'orld, but his everlasting arms are un-
clerneath us eyery step of the ,rvay; he
has promised- never to leave nor for-
sa;l(e his people regardless of 'lvhat man
nìa"y sa._y or do against the recleemecl

of the Lorcl. Not one ll'ill evel be losí,,
his g1r¿ce is sufficient for each ¿rnd
eyel'r: orle rvhose narnes are rr.ritten in
the eter'nal booh of ìife. ìfa¡- it be his
rvill to gir.e us strength ancl courage
to starrcl fast in the faith of our fathers,
looliing unto Jesus at all tirnes as the
author ancl finishel of our fa,ith, the
one altogether lovelJ, the first, the last
ancl ahvays the great omnitrrotent rvho
l,ules ancl reigns in this gretrt universe :

w'hose hancl is mightJer than any tn-o-
edgecl s\\¡orcl; n'ho speaks ancl it is d.onc,
cornrrauds ancl it stands f¿rst. J\rh¿rt ¿¡

blessing it is to be ¿ble to see the hancl
of the Lolcl in all things be they grent
or srnall. If he takes care of the spar'-
ro\\', or the 'blacle of grass that n'ither-
eth antL falleth b._v the n'a¡'sicle, \'ou
n:Ly lest assrued that he c¿rreth for hjs
precious flocli, regarclless of n'here the.r
nlay be in this \\'orld, and. he neecÌ5
rrot the hellr of poor', helpless, pun.v
ru¿r,n to do the n'orli ryhich he fo,reìrneri-
ancl preclestinatecl before rìl¿ìn. \\¡as forr r-
ecl of the dust of the e¿rrth. I ,u'ould
not n-¿rnt to n orship a, Gocl n'ho n'oulcl
not be a.ble to do, n'h¿rt he has pur'-
¡xrst'd. lf one sìn¡¡le ¿rct coulcl fail n'hat
assnl'¿urce l'oulcl l\¡e ha\¡e that the en-
tilc plan of salvation rr oulcl not be holre-
iess. Oh no, not that for rne, I wa,nt
to n'orship a Gocl rvho h¿rs all pon'e:'.
then I linos' thrlt if mt¡ name lvàs e\¡er
n.r'itten in the booh of life it cannoi;
be erasecl, ¿ncl some clay the ca,ll to en-
tel into the jo-vs of the ,I-.,orcl rvill br:
sounclecl, and great will be the rejoicin¡¡
in th¿tt rvorlcl beyoncl this vale of tears.
ú'\{¡e linolv that rve have ltassecl fronr
cle¿th unto life, because n'e Iove the
bretlren." That is orlr greatest âs-
surance of being nuurbered rvith those
of lihe precious faith; rvithout the love
rve hope 'we feel for the brethren, rre
rvoulcl have given up in clespair long-
¿ìgo as that seems to be onr onlv evi-
dence of Lreing one of that uumber I'hosc
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hope the l-,ord is. We love him because
lie first loved. us, and- gave hirnself :t
r¿Ìnsom fol his people. ¡(Greatel' love
hath no rnan than this, that a man la¡-
clorvn his life for his - friends." Ifolt'
nanJ¡ of us lsould paps that test of our
Ìlorre, ¡'s¿ rv'e n'ould. not be the redeemed
of- the I-,ord if the life had. not beerr
given to redeem us from the everlasting
torrnent of this u'orld. r(Behold, 'what
manner of love the tr'ather hath be-
storvecl upon us, that rve should be call-
ed the sons of God." O'ur mincls are
too finite and rveali to comprehenrl lhe
full significance of the abovc, yet thele
is a sweetness beyond measure of ex-
pression jn words when rve are able
to gather: a crumb of merc¡' from reacl-
ing such blessed s'orcls of confort ancl
joy.

A peace that lmsseth all understancl-
ing ,s6rng* o\¡er our tired. and. l\¡earl'
souls, ancl for a, feu. moments lYe AT.'û

grazing on the mountain top arnicì. the
jo-v. of light antl love rvhich n'e coukl
ne\rer convey to any other. yet there
is something inexpressible in tl'orclÈ
rvhich tell us that we are traveling in
the sarne \\ray a,s others rvhose hope the
I-¡ord is. Traveling in the straight ancl
rarro\r'path that leads to heaven above
rvhere the jo.v and expression of that
great love is more tha,n we are a,ble to
conceive at this time. \4tat a wond,et'-
ful blessing to even be dble to thinh of
such precious things. If rn'e 'were not
¡¡iven this by the grace of God. I '¿m
\sure rlre could not think one gootì.
tho,ught of our owr as our rnincls arc
a.s prone to sin as the sparhs are to
fly uprvard. If I e f t to 'ourselves wt¿
rvoulcl have gone in an entirely dif-
ferent path, but thanks be to God, he,
fo'r some reaßoll unknorvn to tts, saÌt'
fît to direct our minds to thoughts con-
cerning his great and rnarvelous plan
of sah'ation alone by the grace of Gocl.
\\re are saved by grace, through faith

autl that not of ourselves. \Ye are hi;r
rvorkrnanship created in Christ Jesus,
unto goocl works, foreord.ained and pre-
destinated in all things before man had
the ì¡reath of life breathed into hint.
\\re had nothing to do nith oul natural
birth, neither .do we have an;' part in
o,ul spiritual birth. If teft to ourselves
,-rye n oulcl be helpless, hopeless, lost and
ruinecl forever. lVe could. not even see
our mined ,cond.ition unless given the
eye of faith to see and und.erstand. u'hat
has been d.one for us. IIe has done it
all, all to him we o$/e. ì{othing in oul
"hands s.e bring, simply to the cross \\¡e
c ì i n g, hoping we are for rvhorn the
precious blood rvas shed on, Calvary.
IÃre live by hope, hope of an eternal
u'orlcl n'here n'e u'ilI no longer need.
,hope, for then our joy rvill be complete:
a,ncl lr.hen we arvake in fli¡' liheness.
O Lorcl, we Shall be satisfied; satisfie<l
.1,o see him and. shafe in the joys pre-
pared for those' that lo'r'e him because
he first loved us. (¿He that loveth not
hnorveth not God; for God is love."
ú'Beloved, if God, so loved us, rve ought
also to love one another.t' ff it rvere
rrot for the love. that God. hacl for his
people, sencling his Son into the worlrl
Álo be the propitiation for o,ur sins, therr:
n'ould be no way of sah'ation for an-v i

uo hope of heaven and immortal glory;
no joys beyond. this rvorld of trouble:.
Words fail me when I try to express
the great overrvhelming love that th¿
Ir'¿rther hath bestowed on those whose.
sins were rvashed away, and their
'r'obes macle rvhite in the bloocl of the
Iralnb.

So many times I rvoulcl like to sjt
dorvn and discuss -n ith you clr others
of like precious faith, the great truths
of the Bible, but I ahvays hesitate ns
f feel to knor¡' so little, ald am a,hva¡'s
afraicl I might say the wrong thittg,
or my u"ord.s might betray igrrorance
and. lack of knorvledge of the scrip'
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tures. there are so nany things t
rvould love to have talhed to Elctel'
Doclson about, but my rve¿lkness pre'
yentecl it and, alas, it is too late nos'.
r\[y heart becomes heavy ¿rnd I feel sad
rvhen I think th¿rt .u.e sh¿rll see his facc
rìo rrr-ore nor he¿ur his voice. We rniss his
l.onderful tt'ords of 'wisdom and spirri-
tu¿r.l aclvice he gar-e us frorn tinte tcr

tirne, sornetimes he \\':¿s not able to
be there, but he was so faithful to the
little floch at all tinres, eYer giving'
praise, honor ancl glory to the Giver of
eYery good- ancl perfect gift.

It was the l-,ord.'s wili to call hiur
horre at the appointetl tirne, ancì. I am
snre the L¡ord will talie care of th¡¡
little ftoch teft behintt. He rvill re\¡er
leave nol forsahe his people. Though
the 'way ûtay seem darh and" gloorn¡' hc
is watching o\¡er ancl caring for us at
all times. "Though he slay rue, yet s'ilJ
I trust in hinr." Be not dismayed, hc
has a purpose in all things be they
great or small they rviil all r¡rorh to-
gether for his goocl.

I aln sure n'e all apll'cciate the u'orli
you have clone c¿rrlr'\'ing on the S'igrus
since the passing of Elcler Dodson. I cljd
not rnean to rvr,ite so rnuc.h but these
thoughts h¿r've 'beeu on nl)' ntirrcl con-
tinuously for the la,st three months. hr
bond,s r¡f love.

(IIrs. ) ¡ILSID LOEFI'I¡1i,

Route 3, Chestertown, Md,

Src+Ns orf' 'rFrn 'Itruns., DE*ttl Bnotrmns
rNu Srstnns rN OurÈrsr : 'l'olight it scettrs
very lonely to me for sonc reason. I
have been sitting in l)¿rcL',s olcl rocliel
leading the latest Signs rvith all thtr
beautiful lettels frorr the u,riters, aucl
one ,with the letters of tri'bute to lllclet'
I)oclsonts rnern.or')' 1y¿rs yery sl\reet tql
rne. Ever;' one lovecl him so rruch.. I{e
hacl. a firn place in the hearts of all
tlre blethren s-ho had vorliecl consta,ntli'
n'ith hirn, e\-en'as be cUrl n'ith thriiie vho

had rrever utet him except through his
rvritiugs, I)acl antl I aln'ays enjoyed heal:-
ing hirn ¡rreach, but norv both he and
I)¿rcl are gone, and rve other poor, hultt-
ble ones are left to rnourn their pass-
ing. I\re are not clesiring them to re'
turn l¡ut feeìing lost ,n'ithout them
here orr e¿rrth,

it'orright I have been rneclitating or-er
the ¡'s¿ù¡s ¿u{ I have livecl theut, noi,
wisel-v nor too rvelt. I fincl ¿rs f¿rr ba'cli
as I c¿u rerneurber that I)acl a.lt'var,s
,r\¡?ìs ¿r sort of ,steacly r'och irr the midsb
of a large fa.mily of chilcllen. Mother
\\,as a Methoclist ,¿ì.nc1 rr'e n'en.t regularl.t-
to church ¿rbout on.e cluarter of a, rnilc
frorn horne from the tirne rve rvere olil
enough to go. Dacl never went ancl of-
'ten at nig'lit I tvoulcl heal them tal.li-
ring, anll rnother begging him to go n'itir
her, ancl he telling her be just could not
go iri a, church and listen to preachin=^
that he dicl not agree l'ith. Being n

chiicl I ner.er eoulcl understand it,
¿rncl as }lother ancl DacI ahvays got
aì<-lng verS' n'ell, ancl r¿risecl a fanril¡' <lf'

eight chilclren I clicl not thinh too muclt
¿bout the conrrersations. Sometirnes
r\l-othcr vould cry tr.ncl beg him to go
jrist for her sahe, Iiut aftel going onc,r
or trvice he clid. not go a,gain. FIe l'¿t;r
a"hvays fr:ienclly n'ith the ministers aud
entertainecl them in the home. Errel:)'
,one rvho knew Dacl reslrectecl hirrr aìl
through the years.

tr\Ihen I rvas nezurly eighteen J'e¿ìr's
of age I h¿d met the man I later rn¿u'-
ried. Ilother clid not a.pplove of him be-
clause she hacl been tolcl th¿r.t he dranli,
^but I dicl not thinl< that was ,cott'er:i,
ancl I clid. love irim. the day I l\¡âs ma,r-
liecl Dad tooli rre on his knee and. asli-
etl nre n'h--r I rvantecl to leave home, lr.tts
.I not bappy? I tolcl hirn I was buï
loved the young man so much, Ile s¿ricl
ßtrcllv, "\\rell I guess that is hnman. n¿r-

lure ¿rìrd I h:ope ¡.ou get aìong all r:ight,"
I never forgot that ta,lk as the ;'ears
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went bJ. \{¡e hacl oul ftuniì¡' of chil-
clren ancl our ups and clowns. My hus-
'bancl did clrink, but sornehow as the
-\-ears lyent by, and rr-hen tinres I'ere
harclest, a sort of hicld.en strength rvas
gir.en lle not to complain, but I fountl
rrr¡-self mar,v tinies unconsciously pra¡'-
lng for faith enoug'h to carry on, anrl
Iieep rle $oing until there -\v¿ìs a \Ya \¡

shonn lne that n'ould bring us 'out rlf
our trou'bles safely. Once n'hen the gi-'-

ing u'as nearly unbearable I s¿tt don'tr
ancl pou'recl out my heart to Dad near-
lr. onì hundred rniles a-n'a¡'. lle anstl'el'-
ecl irt once in the onll letters l\¡e eYer
excha.nged, ancl one of the ryany beau-
tiful things he told me irvas, "I(eep your
chin trp clarlirrg; ¿rncl hold fast to ]'orLl'
lirrith. ¿ncl ever¡;f'hing rvill turn otrt all
rigtrt in the encl." After that I seernerl
to feel better and felt as though l had
gainecl strength from sornes'h.ere.

I liacL ahvays ltnowtt'Dad nras an Olcl
School Baptist but at that tirne I clid.
not give it any special thought except
to u'onder n'h¡ he neyer spolie of it.
I linen' that everl, so often he mad.c
trips to l{eedm,ore and Sidting I{jlì,
.Pa,, and to Nen'ark, Del. but he never
spolie of those trips at home. M¡ hus-
bancì diecl in l-940 ancl I rva,s left rn'ith
se\-en chilclren. The oldest â ìJov tte¿l"-
irrg fifteen ancl the youngest a girl
three. In tn,o -r'ears the rvar called. nt"v
son into the l{tlvy. Dacl made visits lo
rur-v horne ¿r,fter the death of rnv rnother'
in 1938. -S'ornetinres he rvoulcl stay tr'vo
n'eehs ¿rt a time. I then livetl only abotri;
ten miles frorn his home. 'Ihe ss'eetesi
lrotls of all to rne rvere after the chil-
rlrerr n'ele in becl. He ancl I tvoultl sit,
\rn the big porch of the farmhouse in
l.hich n-e th.en lived, ancl he tvould. speirli
of Hirn ¿nd horv d.ear he was to Dad.
Ife vould spca,li of the meetings he a,t-
tendecl s<l often and. expressecl the 'n'ish
that some cla\, I rvould. go ri'ith hirn
I'hen he n'ent. I{e often brought eoltir:s

of the Signs for' Ìne to reail ancl I
ihouglit some of the letters l'ere beau-
tiful, but it n ¿rs a different languzrgir
thtrn an¡- I ever heard arnong the peo-

lrle I linerv. the things the.v spolie of
believin.g l'ere the same things I linetr-
sonething of, but I hacl ne\rer felt th¿ri
ìove ancl fellon'ship the¡. spohe of.

hi 1943 n'hen l)ad was reacl-v to mali,.r
his trip to Neeclmore, Pu. for the Or:-
tober meeting he came ancl ashed me jf
I rvould go along, saying he clitl not,
rr.ant to go alone. I had hacl a nel'\¡otls
breahdon n that spring and our boss
felt I should. take the 'vacaiion it nreant.
lf¡' six girls ¿rll declarecl the¡- couirl
ta,he care of 'things fol a, n-eek, but t
tooli the voungest s.ith rne. It is a triir
I. l'ill rever forget. \\re spent \\¡rondel'-
ful evenings in the home of a" d.ear'
brother ancl sister in Christ, ancl ¿t
rneeting that Saturd.ay ancl Sund.ay I
n'¿rs macle to feel the wann love the)'
ali bacl for a stranger in their rnidst.
A goat ¿lrnong the dear sheep of Gocl
I felt to. J:e even then. When we re'
turned home I often thoug'ht of thai
\\'alm feeling of love I had. felt. It matlrt
rne $roltder u'hat rnanner of lo\te n'as
this I I hacl listened to Eld.ers l-,,effertr¡.
\¡a,ug.hrr, \{'allier ¿lnd also Elcl-er }[erlr-
don. Tle rvas nearl¡' blind. then, and. his
rvife ancl I l:ec¿rrne good friencls. \{re
corres¡rontlecl'until his tleath.

1'he follou'ing Ma¡r Dad ashed. rne to
go to l\¡elsh 'llract for their Saturcla-l'
and Sunda.v meeting. I alid not hesitat¿
long. I l'¿rntecl to mingle rvith the onl.v
¡reople I had ever knoln r,ho hacl rnaclil
nrc feel ¿r,t houle rvith them even thougir
I n'¿ls er stranger. After that I clicL no{,
need to be ashecl tvice to go, I hearcL
srtch sr.eet preaching, and. Dacl contin-
uecl to leave copies of the Si'gtts for ntr:
to reacl. f could understand, the lan-
gu¿rge better: nor. and re-rea,d, many let,'
þr's f had. not understoocl beforc¿. Darl
ne\ret' spoke of nte goÍilg to the church
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for a honle. ÌIe rv¿rs rvise as he hnerv
if it n'as of the l-¡old I s.otilcl be Ìotl
there eventuall¡,. In 1945 I ntacì.e rn5'
horue rvith him and in 1946 he fell antl
btohe his hip.

Iìlcler Lefferts had been correspontl-
irrg rvith lne for over ã year antL I x'as
beginning to long fnr the goocl things
l'hich onìy God could, give me. Elder
and Mrs. L¡efferts visited us in o tl t:
home once rvhile l)¿ld was in the hos-
¡rital zrnd, spent the nig'ht with us. 'I'hen
in the spr:ing after llad had retunretl
home the¡' c am e ag-a,in zrncl spent r
nig'ht here after the meeting ¿rt lÄrelsh
l['ract. Neeclless to sa;' tve lvere going to
rueeting pretty regulzrrly, but after Dacl
n-as hurt rve missed a lot. 'Ihen oir
Dacl's 80th birthcla.y, three ¡'ezrrs ¿ìgo
rve startecl going again. The hunger in
m.y heart for the blessed food antl
drink n'hich couìc1 onl.v be hacl at Iris
banquet table r\¡¿rs nearl_v unbe¿rr'ab1¡'r,
and f felt untolcl misery hos, sinful -1,

rvas in my o\yn sight, not to mention
hos- f must ha'r'e seerned to'Ilirir, Iinon,-
ing He coultl see üre as no one els<¡
except as I coulcl see ruyself. I felt I
r-¡s facing a lnerciless Judge ¿rncl that
I surely could not win in any event
I felt so lorv. I)acl only lincw hon' rnuch
I nreant to hinr bec¿uuse I alu,-ays founrt
t n'¿r,y lfor us to go to Welsh Tract
olce ¿ì. rnorrth, ancl to Perrnsyh'ania iil
the spring ancl fall. Then I founcì. I hacL
a great clesire to go to the Virginia
¿ud Salisbury -A.ssociations. Oh, rvh¿rt
fetrstings u,e clid have and have had. ever
sincc. It al'ways seemed that at thrt
l¿rst it rvas the nost beautiful. I often
felt jt so rrot linorving horv, others felt
r.rntil last fall I vas tall<ing r,vith a tlear
little sister in Salisbur¡' ¿1¿ she saicl
the same thing 'n'ondering nzh¡r. I f6lrÌ
her I thought it -nnas the sweetest be-
c,ause it 'was the I a s t Association i
rvoulcl be attencling for a long tirne, anrl
cacrh tiurt: I never 'knelr if Dacl rvoulcì

bt' l'jth nre next tirne, rna,liing it doubi.r
p,recious to me, Elder l-,efferts seemecl
to rc'acl sonrething betn.een the lines of
the ìnany letters \\.e exchanged th¿r b

;.ear. fn August after the thircl Sun-
clay rneeting he surprisecl ne n'ith rr

letter th¿Lt tolcl me better than nnything^
.else, that he had lino$'n for a lorig'
ùirne the fig'lrt I hacì. been h¿rving rvith
ttnvself, ¿rncl he a,sked. me lr.hat f rv¿s
l'¿iting for. IIe said. he felt his ,timc
ron earth n'¿rs short ancl that before he
left he nanted to be given the privilege
of calling rne Siste'r Ruth. ft rvas sucfr
a beautiful letter ancl it fillecl me full
to or.erflorving rvith a great desire to
tell everr.one hon'rnuch f loyed the Oltt
'Baptists ancl how rnuch I longecl to he
orre of them, but f felt I u'as not fit,
'and agairr I sat clorvn and pourecl out,
rur¡' aching he¿rrt to lìlder Lefferts. Neerl-
less to say rny nights rvere filled 'çr-il,h

unuttered pr¿ì,yers. Ile 'ansn'erd by re-
turn mail quoting scriptures from thr:
/¡rortions of the Bible \\¡here others -tlrt¿rrt

b:rptizecl in l{is clear name, Lydia, th<t
eunruch, etc. 'Ihe s.hole letter lvas pol'-
tions of such scriptures, ancl he finis'h-
ccl b¡. telling me if f could find ont¡
instance in the Bible rvhere ¿lly-otìrl
tt'rts ba.ptizecl because ther, l'ele rvorthr-
hc n'¿ntecl rne to tell hirn, ancl that h<:
n'antecl rne to hneel ancl play earnestl-'r-
for guiclance. That night lvas a night
that still r.ernains vividly in rn;' rnincl.
I n ¿rs so \vorn out I thought sleep
l-oulcl comrl e a s y but it dicl not. I
thoug'ht once I rvoultl get up ancl rvrite
'to a clear brothel in Ohrist, telling hinr
hon' torn up I. rvas, hoping to fincl re-
lief in that manner, but I could nob
l-rite nor could. I pray. Finally I seenl-
ed to fall into a sleep, yet I rvas not
nsleep. I I'as in a long hospital cor-
riclor u.ith cots on both sicles fille{I
rvith ¡ratients. I sn-ppose I was thett'
i-o sitrg' ¿rrrcl cìreer them. ¿t least I r,i'¿s
n"aìliing up antl down, hancls trehincl m¡.
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btrcli, hezrcl bent ¿rnd. rny load too heavJ'-
to carr)¡ it seemecl. I rvas trying to
sing "Rocli of Ages" but I could. noi
sing in tune no matter how I tried. the
ptrtients remarhed. on how I sounderl.
One raised up ancl said, t'Is she sup-
lrosed to be trying to cheer us u¡r?"
Änother said "fs that supposed to be
singing?" Ancl 'through it all f ke¡.rt
pacing bach and forth trying to sing,
not lool<ing to either side. Gt'adually n.i
Leart began to feel lighter, my heacl
seemecl to raise and I found 'the tune.
I a'n ol<e singing those srveet rn'orcls,

"Nothing in rny hancl I bring ! Sirnpl¡-
to thy cross I cling." That rvhole verse
\\'as so clear to rny rninil and I felt
I hactr lrry answer right 'there. îl:e
blessetl Savior had. shor,vn rne. "Ooultl
ìrì-r' zeal rìo respite hnol\¡r Ooulcl t't-t)-

tea,rs frtrer.er flo'n', All for sin coul,-I
not a,tone; Thou must save, and. thott
¿rÌone !:' f l,as able to fall asleep after
that, but the next tLay .cloubts begarr
to arise. I began to think again hon
rniserable I rvould be if I nras in an.i
l\¡a;y cleciving t h e dear brothers ¿rnd
sjsters. I felt I vas sure, but u'às I ?

Gocl alone linolt's horv f felt. This l'as
l¡riday ancl meeting \vas Sunda¡. I
u'ent to bed Frida;. night p'raying silent-
'I.1' again for reassurance. This time n;'
¿uìs\\¡er c a rn e in a different vay. I
¿rn'c¡he after a, time nith the rvords of
aIl oìcl song \ye usecl to sing in church
on rnJ- lips, a,nd. it seenrecl these rvorcls
(:¿mre so plainly to my rnincl,

'"Helpless I am and full of guilt,
But. for me thy blood was spilt,
Oh, cleanse and make rne wlnat thou wilt,
Buü take me as I am."

I felt so light hearted then ancl all rnv
rl:¡'ubts left me. f knew n'ha,t I rvanter-l
to clo.

Dacl had been spending that tveeli
n-ith'un' sister ¿rnc1 returnecl Saturda.r'
rright. [Ie knerv nothing of all my trou-
bles. I had u'ishecl many times he rvas
the,re to talk it over with, J'et f knes-

uo one couicL hell-r rue t¡r aclvise nle. It
rya,..{ ¿rll in His hand.s. When l)ad carnr:
home ¿urcl \l'e rere alone after suppet'
I got one of Elcler Lefferts' letters antl
shou'ed it to him. then I pullecl a foob-
stool up to his side and. rested illy: ¿trtlls
on his hnees rvhile he .read the others.
there n'ere fotlr letters in all came that
u'eek. Precíous, s\\'eet lettet's. I'ears
\\-ere running' dorvn Dad's cheelrs \t'ht)n
ìre got through. lle ashed me rvhat I
n-¿rs going to d.o. I told. hiln if the L,ortì
illlou.ecl lne ,to live another clay I n'ant-
ed to go tell them all horv I felt. Hir
onì¡ said., ((îhat woulcL make me the
lra¡.rpiest man on ealth." The next da,1-

rvas beautiful, r'arrn and sunny. IAre lef b

for neeting r',ith rny cousin ancl hel'
husband, I put a change of clothing itt
the car sa,-,ving nothing to any one. Eltlet'
L,efferts carne ancl met us .as -we left
the tnr. His eyes ashed rne how I felt
and, I toltl him. }re and. Dacl both leb
their tea,rs florv freely. I thoug'ht I
rv¿rs the only one that 'voulcl be happ"v,
but I found. that others shaled that
h:rppiness too. 'Ih¿rt rnade me love theril
¿ill the lnorer. The sermotl Elcler L,ef-
ferts ¡lreached u.as rnuch on the same
ord.er of one of his letters except
stlonger', ancl hon- any-one desiring a
home rvith the church could evel' sit
throug'h it vithout going foru'¿r'cl u'as
ir rn-vsterv t<l me. I could not fincl ttrord.s
to tell them hon' rnuch I loyecl thetrr,
but I triecl. \ro rvorcls :can ever tell rvhat
lr'e feel, it is too deep in our hearts. \{re
r,iur oni¡, tr'.v. Jesug tolcl those rvhorn he
Lc¿rlecl "See thou tell no marì," hnou.ing
full n'ell that every-one could tell b¡'
his ¿rctions th¿rt the hand of the I-¡orcl
h¿ld been ¿lt n'orli in that life. No 'tt'orcls

neecl,ed. Ilis love shines all arouncl. I
l'as acceptecl and. that ¿fternoon I rvas
baptiz,ecl. Tha,t sounds 'plain ancl orclin-
irl'\¡'rq I sav it but it'n'¿Ìs far fr,onr that.
J I'as so happ¡. I could not express arì)'
thoughts or feelings for ¿l long time. f
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felt lihe shouting ancl singirrg, "Praise
God from u'horn all blessings flon'." But
it rv¿rs such a cleep, humble feeìing of
s'iveetneess that I co,ulcl not express it
audibly. .[ìven norv rvhen I thinh of
it I still feel an unreality about the
sonder :incl 'beauty of it, kno'n'ing that
I do not d-eserve such great things as
he has prornised to his lovecl ones. I
still go on daily hoping ancl praying
be n'iil have patience s'ith rne, and. up-
hold. rne in rny weahness.

Just one year to the clay frorn thtl
tirne I l'as baptizecl Elder L,efferts Ia¡'
reacly to be put to rest. I thought then
that I neyern anted to go to meeting
again, th¿t I hacl lost the oul.v pl'rl-
cious linh l hacl u,ith the church. T

did not yet realize that regarclless of
u'ho preachecl, as long as it n-as Chrjsi
a,ncl him 'crucifiecl, I 'lvoulcl long to heal'
it. I found that out 'when next rneet-
ing cla"v carne. I felt th¿rt sane strong
clesire to be there regardless of who
preachecl. Elcler Berry preachecl t h ¿ |
S,und.ay. I had never heard hiuÌ beforr¿
but he preached. the gospel and th¿t'was
rvhat I had. come to hear. f have heartl
rìì¿riìJ deal saints preach ¿rnd lor-ed rnost
of thern, for nrhat they stoocl foL l'a,s
rvhat t lielievecl ancl rvanted to hear ex-
pounclecl in all its truth and be¿utr..
Some I coulcl not get as rnuch from
¿rs others but that is not in the spea,her',
it is I.. I h¿r,e coure ùo learn that, :rnd
I linorv, thrlt regarclless of "wlto is the
speaher if he has something fol ne thil
Lorcl r'iII enable me to hear it, but ill
not I 'will hear but not feel. I h¿r'¿
often thought of the words used some-
ryhere in the scriptures, saying not to
glorify the man who is speahing but
GocI vho is in hirn. They are not the
light worcls but that is u-hat they rnean.
ancl ¿rs I thinh of the way sorìre minis-
ters ahvays seerrr .to ha,r'e a beautifu]
uressag'e for rny einpty and. hungerÍng
hea,rt, I ,bry to analyze m;' feelings. Is

it the nl¿rr or the message and. f a"ut

sure it is only the precious truth rvhich
the tleal Lorcl has blest the spealier to
speaii upon so plainl¡ and hunrbll'.

I h¿rr.e l'r'itten much rnore th¿rn I iu-
tentled, but tonight just seenecl to be
one of the times I feel too full to resi;
rvithout urrloading a great burden froln
ìn), heart ancl mintl. Dad has gone to
his rest nor'. I rvill have hirn no more
to go with rne to meetings. The Lorcl let
rne have him and, allorvecl me to talic
c¿rre of him for the past six years. I arn
th¿rnkful for that. He dieci hnorving m¡'
faith r'¿rs the same as his only 5" ne\ret'
l<nen hon' 'veah I am at times. His
faith rvas a tleep abicling faith, ¿r,nc1 he
told me I shoulcl rrot 'lvorr¡. fol all n'as
n'ell r'yith hini. I hneu' that. If I call
g:rin tr sn¿rll measure of the faith and
,pe¿ìice of rnind. he had I r,r'ill be hap-
pv, but that is only God given and b¡
his grace ancl mercy. May be some da.v
f will feel as though I can stancl an,r.
test he .will send- to me. Right non' I
'c¿ìn onl'r' say hum.bl¡-, 'Ih¡- "will not
mine be d.one. Many times in the pasl,
I h¿rve been brought up short in rn;'
rvancledngs and macle to realize that he
suid, stand still ancl hno'w that f am
Gocl I then for a tinre all goes well with
nre ¿rucl life seems so brig'ht. I rvill aÌ-
rv¿n,s miss Dad" for he ancl f rvere boílt
'¿rlone. M)' chilclren 'grorving *p a n cl

graduall¡, being self sufficient. He de-
penclecl on me and I alu'ays l<new he
rvas thcre to be loved. and. carefl for.
It seem¡; stltuge to nre not to have to
thinli of hinr first, but ¿rs f 'said be-
fore I n i]l miss him most when I gtr
to rrreetings forr, he loved to g'o so rnuch
even thoug'h sornetirnes it rvas harcl for
Irim to heal ever;rthing. f rnust end
rur.1' r'anrbìings or my letter will be fal
too long. Please thinh of me, dear ones
:,rì1, as .vou kneel ¿t the throne of grace
tor I clo need vour Ìlra,vers ancl his
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ìnercJ-. Your sister in hope of sal-vation.
bv grace. (Mrs.) Iì'UTH T,IICH'|I

MEDITATIONS
To-day is May tthe seventh
The year of ,our dear Lord;
A few did meet together
To worship in his word.

To pra,ise his name most h'oly,
His 'ordi,nance to keep;
Took bread and wine to show his death,
And wasnted one another's feet.

The 'trirne did pass so pleasantly,
My mind now orl it dwells;
The rn:emory ,of each dear face
I wish I riow could úell.

De,ar Sister Stowe was w,ith us,
Though quite 'iJI a'nd weak,
By ths grace of our lrord .IesUs
Her actions, of him, did speak.

Our precious sister Wisenbaker'
A pilla,r ,in ùhe church,
Would in h,is stnength, and by his grace
For .tris people ever wolk.

A,nd ,sister Beene, so very dear,
Inr dhe spirit of love so calm;
Ever 'r.eady to help God's poor
And encou,rage rthem to press on

The tlrree dear si;süers, (\üalston, Berry,
'Anderson) absent,

Irerf,t places that ,couid not be filled;
\{e }r,ope rühey may return tto them,
I,t fbeinÞ the dear f,ord's will.

Our brethren, Liindsey and Foster
In rneekrness to us c'arne,
Tiheir faces shone with love ,to God,
As hymrrs of praise we sang.

Our visiting brother Cha,ndler,
'Witih oountenance humble ,a,nd meek:
H'is wrirtings in tihe Sigrrs we read,
'Twas good l¡is faoe 'to greet.

Tìtrree Elders ¡ühere were with us,
Each depehdent upon ,our l-ord
trlor food to set hefore us
As set forth in his word.

Elder \ü'alston opened the service,
In pr.ayer atr.d hyrnn did beseech

Ths spirlt of our Saviot
To abide in our midst.

then our visiting brother, Elder ,\ult,
Read frrom God's word rnost true,
Ailrout the holy child Jesus,
\üho carne, hi-s Fa,ûher's w,ill to do.

Then Elder Walsbon agaln did speak,
Continuing 'on 'tihis wise,
How rthe ,Savior grew to rnanfiood,
On the cross was crucified.

Then blo,ther Beene, our beloved pastor,
Almost eigl¡ty-five y,ears old,
Spoke of the riches of God's love
So grearL irt ca,r¡ never be to1d.

And as our tr¡ord did .enable hirn
The litttre flock to feed,
T,he spi'rit i'n us was refreshed
Who fel,t ,a Sav'ior to need.

Therre wers others with us also,
And though ;Uhey bear not rthe name;
rffe feel 'tiwas love f:or Jesus
Arrd to hear ,the truth they oame.

Tfris writer rnos,t unworthy,
In ,feltrowship was ,received;
Fel,t rto be a deceiver
And these .dear ones to Id,eseive

Does lbeg their prayers and for,bealallce,
And. a home wirth them to keep;
No worrtihiness or mer,it ,irnr úhs flesh,
But a crucified S,avior úo plead.

These poor afflioted people I love,
Rich in God's pur,e grace,
Do ürope in his Son, Jesus,
A't trast to view b,is face.

And now this day is ended,
The day rthat God, [ra,tlr made;
'Wie w,ould thank him i'nr dear J'esus name,
For ,these blessings we 'received.

A,nd may his loving courltenance
On ,this Li,ttle church coûbinue ,to shine;
And, his dear people who finil rest he!:e,
Be kept by his love divine.

To wirüness for ,out Savior,
Who i,n all things rules supr€û-ne;

And a clu,oifie¿l Savi'or, holy in iovo,

Forever he the tiheme.

,l



132 SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Written in love 'to ,a11 God's ,people every-

where, and especially to the 'de,a,r' people a.i

shepherd Fold ohurch. ",ìH:j li, T.rï",rn,
3801 .{mherst St., Ðallás, Tex,

'F ir 4r 'k

Our sister who wnote tl¡ese lir¡es
Is so faithful and trrre,
She walks and she ,tal,ks

Of his .gJ:ace rarld merqies ¡too.

She has written so lovely and so well
Of 'ùhe riches ,of His gnaoe and glory,
'We would be unmindful ,of our love for her
If we did not i,nclude our pa,r:rt iin this story.

(Elder) W. O. BEENE, Pastor

Premier, W. Va.
DD,c.u trlurrons: I arn subscribing fol the
fl'igrts of the ll'imes. It seems I lihe to
reâd it nrore than ¿rnything I linol-
lvhen I c¿rn feeÌ the spirit rvith l'hir:ir
to lead it. lt seems these dear peo¡rlir
rvhorn I trust ale the people of Gotl
cân write rn"v experience, if I have any,
lruch better than I cau m.vself, I lovr:
to see ìny yi1" u'alk over to the table
¿rnd pick up one of the Signs ancl stâl'-l
leaùing and the tears begiu to roll from
hel e.ves. ft seerns I. have been blesserl
tu-ith a comp¿rnion that is of the same
lnind ¿rs mine but n'e feel ¿rt tines th¿r¡,
oul he¿rlts ¿ìr'e so prone to sin.

I ofterr \\¡onder if I rvill ever be ablc
to write my experience and. be able to
speaìi ¿rs those I ha,'ve he¿rrcl. lt seerns
that nhen I 'lvould I clon't, ¿rnd wheiì
I want to I cannot. If n'hat I thirrh is
hiclclen is rnacle manifest then I couLl
be matLe to rise up frorn uncler torrs o f.

n'eigùt in spite of the sins rvrtùpped
¿ìrourul me. I promise to clo th¿rt u-hicir
is goocl but ¿rm m¿rde to be a lizrr, a.nd
if f rnake ¿r. \¡oly it is sure to Jre brohen.
My p,repared feast trhvays flees ¿ì,rv¿ì,\:

rvhen I rvould. speah to anyone ¿bo,ut
rny thoughts. IÃlhen f rvoulcL clo goorl
e'r'il is present, ¿rnd rvhen I think 1 þ¿vc
clone something goocl I have cligged ¡i
pit ancl fallen into it. îhe on'l¡' tinre
I can cry fol mercy is n'h.en. f a,rl in

great distress ancl I ¿lm often in thaf
condition. \\¡hen I juclge myself b.v the
the l.¿ln. I ¿rm'under full conviction of
tìrr: ¿rvfiul sins. Tracing bacli to Ít.t'
childhoocl d.a¡'s, as I n'alh this life tn'-
ing to .live upright, I filcl I have neyer
.beelr a,ble to live rvithout sin, ;'et I bc-
lieye if not cleceivec'L f h¿rye a, hope
in Christ ¿rncl that obedience is in hiru.

I hope I am not altogether ¿r cleceiver'
to the people of the Primitive Baptist
C)hnrch, 'but L vas baptizetl by the tr'ree-
rviìl Baptists. f r\¡as never unitecl u.itlr
thenr in spilit I founcl l-ry the 'lr'ill of
Gocl. I ,coulcl fincl no fellorvship u'ihh
thenl because they sen'ecl- idol Gocls.
I u' a s callecl on to testifv b u t n'a,s
speechless and countecl r'oicl liecause r:lf
not being able to say anything goo,-1

¿Lbout m-r'self exce¡rt I beUevecl irr n.or'-
rshipping Gocl in spirit ¿rncl jn truth. Ili
I h¿rve an¡' experience at ¿r1l I believc
th¿rt s¿rlr'¿rtion is of the l-¡ord ¿rncl thirt
all unclerstancling is florn hirn. f alr
non', c¿rllecl a backslider b.v the i(Ilree-
n-ille,r's" but I rea,lize that Gocl has all
porÍer ancl "it is not of hiln that s-illeth.
,lror of hirn that runneth, but of Gor'l
that sherveth nterc¡'." I have ne\rer:
rslipperl bacli flom ì\'h¿rt \\'¿ìs taughf, nrcr

b;' grace for it taught ruy hetrrjt to fear'.
If I h¿lve tr hope at all my faith is irr
Christ fol I h¿lle no conficlencc in tht'
'flesh. I ¿un not a member of the churcìl
ì:ut I do cLesile the prayers of the saints
of Gocl. I.,IJIIUEI-, C. BRANCI'I

Route 3, Benton, Ky.
I)n,ur lJnn'rnlutN : Eltler Dodson h.¿r,cl tu o
artides in the S.lgrrs in Decenrber', brrt
l'hen he n'rote that the year 1950 rvas
not ¿rll he ruight ha,r'e d.esirecl iu bring-
ìing good fortune .[ coulcl go :rlong -rvith

him the,re. Then l'hen he wishetl thaL
ìre ruight be ¿rble to starrcL still arrcl linol-
that Ì:le is Gocl, or whatevcr he said
rrlront it, thc tn,u,de lo stu,ntl stil,l, is
n-h¿rt I n'an.tecl so rnuch to be macle to
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clo in the adver'se things I had. been uu-
clergoing this fall for three ìrìontlìs.
'I'hen ¿rs he further stated, to l¡¿to¿o nt¡
otl¿et" rcill, but His, jt seems I havc
foughl so often for rn¡, rvill before I
¡utr. nrade to st¿rrrd still, lvilling to stnnd
still ancl rv¿tit for n'hat clr-¡es colre ¿rJ:out
¿nd then feel reconciled this urust hr¡
God's n'i11. Surel¡' n,e ¿ll1 are fear.ful
ut tinres that his nercy n'ill not reach
t¡ut in that wa,v a.ncl 1rlace l.here l'e
want it to cxtencl. lYe gron' ferrful, I
sa¡', in fear th¿rt \\'e are afraicl of our.-
selves, ancl, tocl, rve get afraicl it rvilI
not turn out to plezrsc us. Oh, ri'e at:<r
so poor, so rniserable, so undone, -$¡e

ne\¡er kno\r' just rvhy. 'l'he long darli
shado-n's creep in àncl threa,ten us in
such der'¿rstating \yaJ's. \4re sea.rch fur
'expeliences to bear us ìrp; u'e r.earl ul
His rvord to fincl just zr fen- corrsolirrs
l'ords that seern to be tlroppecL clovlt
for us, ¿lud n hen "l'e fail 'n-e cr¡ out
¿rs I)avid. dicl, "ltrath Gocl forgotten fo
be gtacious?t'

this fall I have ¿rttended meeting at'-
tel rneeting, nt.y hea.rt so crushed, rn,r.
health so irnpaired by n"orr¡ ancì. long
irnpatient rvaiting, tr'¡'ing to for.get
t:r'e,r')-thing but the souncl of the lnini-
ster''s voice; sealching through the dis-
course to find a, 1t'lace to r.est ancl stuclr-
his \t¡orcls; fincl corrrfort, find pe¿uoc.
then in listening f have been ¿lhnost
to the point f coulcL not listen bein¡l'
so'burclerred. n'ith'worldly circurnstances,
then mav be a little n'orcl n'oultl croure
¿rnd help me to forget alì for ¿ fer\.
sìrolt minutes.

lVe had ¿r rvonderful Associatiorr ¿rt
thc OÌcl Solclier Oreeh Church. We rvere
blessed in so many ì\¡ays. The Lror"cl hari
blessecl the ones rvho felt a 'n'ill to hellr
tal<e care of the 'visitors and. our. holnes
'\\¡ere open to our fl.iencls. I hope in no
\yav trying' to out-do soììre one elsr:,
but to clo the best we could and in the
rnanner that u.a,s orderl,v ancl cl,ecent in

everything connrendable to our God and
to the church of the firstborn. \4¡e clid
lejoice that Gocl 'n'as rnindful of us il
heeping us humble before him in lovtr
to our frientls. We had preaching in our'
honres at nig'ht ancl felt to har.e had
messages of lor.ei trruth and Gocl etlif,v-
ing and. man abasing. We hope Gott
l'ill ,continue to be gracious to us$.,arrl.

Glacl Illcler Dodson'said nhat he diri
in the closing of volume 118 as it touch-
ed a very responsive' cord in my heart
and mind. I clo so hope I desire no
other n ill but God's, ¡'et I fight for'
cr-el')- inciclent to turn out as I n'ant it
to, I feel \rery stu'bborn and ugl¡r ¿r,1
rtt¡- r.ierv's yery slanted, f sras rnorred
tììa,n"J- tirnes I'ithin the l¿rst fen' rlonths
to sa¡', su,rel¡, I a.rn not His.' then ii
ferv tittle crum'bs n'oulcl be droppecl I
thought probably fol me-thanks to his
ìl¿ìrl]e. Ma.v he keep us is rny wish.

(Mrs.) EFITIE BOWDIII{

Route 2, Box 36, Hickman, Ky.
l)m,tn crlTLDIìEN or¡ TrrD ar,L powDtÈFU L
Gon: He is the only one to help :ì

¡roor si.nnerw.ho tried to save hirnsclf
ancl onlv got lr.orse. Thanhs to his hol.r-
narne n,hen the tirne came he spahe a.ncì
relievecl rne of my burden. Seemed that
I, had a neì\¡ roacl to travel at tilnes.
I)o not feel lyorthy to call you brethren
for' ¿t tirles I get so lo'!v down I see
tto light to guide me, but I try to beg
Hirn for ìlìercy for he said he u'ill not
forsalie us. '

I arn cnclosing checli to reuen', fol'
thc best 1)aper I have ever rea.d.. Ifse
1,he b¿rl¿rnce âs )'ou see fit. Ifa¡r 6n,1
bless r-ou in his n"ork.

W. G. ¡\NDERSON

CORRECTION
On page 84 in the April issue near ihe bot-

tom of üh.e second column a line, was left .out. It
sho,uld have rea,d: "Now do not understand that
I do not believe in obedience, but, I do not be-
lieve that the carnal rnind can please God."



13+ SIGI{S OF THE TTMES

EDITORIALS
R,UTHERFOBD, N. J, JUNE' 1951

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Subscription Price $3.00 per Year-$5.00 for 2 Years

Pwbl,isheil, Eaclt, Montlt' bg
srGNS OF THE TIMES' INC.

Established 1832

Devoted to the Old School Baptist Cause
BUSINESS OFFICE

41 Add¡son Avenue' Rutherford' N' d'
Associate Editors

ELDER DAVID V, SPANGLER .. Rt. 2 Annapol¡8' Md'
ELDER wlLLlAM D' GRIFFIN - Box 4 Oovin' Ala'
ELDER E. J. LAMBERT

ãoO Richardson St., winneboro, Texas
ELDER H. O, NASH '.' Atlanta' Ga'

.131 Hardendorf Ave.' N. E.

Atl, tetters for this pa,per showl'd' be ail'-
rlressecl,, ond, rem,ittarùces m,a,¿l,e pa'Aa'bl'e to '

SIGNS OF THE TIMES' INC.
P. O. Box 70 Rutherford, N' J

S TlEiII]
ìItrrry tinres I havtr vritten ¿rlcl sâi{'l

that the Nerv 'I'estarnent w¿ls clirected
to the children of Gocl' Until I began
researching for this article I ditl not
re¿lize that the \Yorcl goat rvas nsecl in
refelence to rnen but the one time in
Il¿rtthen' Ohapter 25. In every other
pl:rce sorne other vorcl is used, but jrt
¿ì'l inst¿rnces it is alwa¡'s bv n'a) of
coltdernnation.

The Lorcl's people ¿tt'e ieclionecl äs
sheep. the children of the clevil iùl't)

leclioued. as goats. The sheep are lilie
their shephercl: the goats arc lihe their'
father. lllre sheep heal the Yoice of
Jesus; the goats he¿tr him not becausil
Urey are not sheep. The sheep follon"
their: shephercl; the goats follos' their
f¿rther'. ithe Shepherd is the leader of
the sheep; the tlevil is the leacler of the
goats.

A lrassing reference to goats isenougll
business for sheep to have rvith them.
the Savior forever sounclecl tht¿ d.eath
knell of any goats getting to be sheep'
'[he¡' ¿u-.t.,tecl hiril by theìr persuasioli
1,o corne out ¡rlainl¡' and tell thern n'he'

thel he \\'¿ts the Christ or uot' He¿rl his
âns\\'er : "I tolcl you, ancl ¡'e believetl
uot: the rvorks íhat I do in my llather's
n¿ìnìe, thev be'rr rvitness of rne. But .vtr

belieyc not, because )'e are not of m.ç

sheep, as L saicl unto ¡rs11'rr John l0:25.
26. Ancl, "\l-Lr-v do ¡'s not unclerstani-l
ru¡, speech? e't'en bcause }-e ctr'nnot heai'
m-r- n-orcl. Ye ¿rre of l'oul f¿lther thr-'
devil, ancl the lusts of your father ye
n'ill cl<¡," John B :4ts, 4'!. Let us le¿tve
the goats rig'ht here. Unless the .Lortl
l-as rnist¿tlien in what he saic1, they will
stilì bc in the same conclition shoukl
ì\-e 1\'¿rnt to refer to thern in the futule'

I ìihe to thinh ,upon Isaiah's utessagc
'¿rbout the sheelr. He says, "AlI lre lilitl
sheep htrve gone astla.¡; lve have turrl-
ecl eyer-v one to his orvn. 5'¿1y; ancl the
I-,orcl h¿th l¿ricl on him the iniquity of
us ¿11." lsa. ã3:6. In this there is a go-
ing :lncl turning al'a)' that belongs ex-
pressl¡. io the fanilv of Gocl: trntl thert'r
is a la¡'ing on hir the iniquit)' of all
irn'olvecl. ilhese clear little ones ¿rre not
g'lrrcl that the¡' nailecì. him to the cros-s:
rÌo, Ìlo, not that, for it is I'ith shamtt
faces th¿tt they must achnol'led.ge that
they zrrc the guilty l'retches that nail-
ecl the glolious Reclcemer to the clos¡
of O¿rh'¿rrJ-. The elect farnily of God. alì
fell or went astray in rldarn, and- ari)
helpless to recorrer thernselves froru
thejr f¿rllen conclition. It may seem tritt,:
to g<l over' ¿rg¿rin the fact that ma,n is
rrriable to recover himself from. uncler
the corrcleurnatorv sentence of cLe¿rth

th¿rt is ttpon hirn. in ¿r trvo folcl scnse.
He diecl in Aclam, that is, the rvhol+t
huur¿ìn fanril¡ came untler the passing
of cle¿th ¡rlpon. nìeÌ, (Ilom. /o:12, 18)
anrl therr he is ilr.olvecL in the cle¿rtit

seutenc,e th¿t sin brings. (Ezek, 18:4.
20) this n-¿s jnclusit'e and conclnsivt'.
Iìr'er'¡ sort of Aclam rvas includecl ilr
tìris tleclee of Gocl; e\¡el:\¡ one of thern

lrasrsetl fronr ¿r sf¿rte of natural felicit¡'
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to state of perpetual ¿rnd total tle-
pravity.

Oan the elect get out of this concli-
tion? l{ot if the¡' diecl. If they lach a

little of being dead, then they clitl not
die in Aclanr at all. ft is a sure d.octrine,
founded olt corìrmon intellect, that ¿ì,

thing deatl cannot act in order to have
tife. Paul, in .writing to the brethren
:rt Ephesus, tells them that the-v rvertl
tluickened'by the l-,ord.. This rluichenins
into clivine or eternal life is God giv-
ing or irnparting life rvhere nolle e\-
isted. Until this life rvas given thern,
they were not unlike all others of thc
Àclamic famil¡', being dead in sin, fol-
lorving in the exact footsheps, gea, nr'a.l';-

ing footsteps ju,st';l;dloe the ohi,l,dren of
to,t"ctth. God ancl goclliness was as for-
eign to thern as any'thilg else is to a
ctead, thing. It rvas not a case of thern
ìinowing God and. not able to get out;
it n as not a case of therr d.esiring to
get out frorn und.el death and. not able
to tkr it. But it is a case of thern being
tleari- to an;. linou4eclge of the existence
of Gocl. The first inkling that they
get of the existence of Gocl, is after'
the;. zrre boln of GocI. -

The sheep ar'e'not different from tht:
goats in their fallen nature. Thev fell
into n'hatever condition the goats ot'
Don-elect ditl. They do not hold àrlY
superiorit¡ over the goats as far as
'¡rossession of qualities that 'voulcl en-
¿rble thern to holcl communications ol'
ga.in favors from Gocl. The Scriptures
a,re silent in shorving any difference iIr
the beh¿vioul of the elect ancL lìolì-
elect before a, new birth, but rather is
to the point in sho-r,ving the walh antl
trrllr to be natural, catnal, ancl in all
instances the sarne. The whole famil¡'
of Äd.atr enjoyecl the rvalli in fulfilling
tìre lusts of the mind. The gotl of this
rvorld- 'r'as onl.v the hind, of god thai;
rrn-l of them hn.orv, or' carecl to knorv,
anything about. The.v a,ll, one as rnuch

as the other, believed in an arttt of
flesh to bring about rvh¿t,tever changes
that .they desired.

In the purpose of the l(ing of glort'
the tirne 'unfolds for the chosen ves-
sel to be born again. This great ancl
parad.oxical event is the r.ork of rt
sovereign rvrought in the person. In
this performance the , sor.ereign I'orhs
alone and independent of him that is
being l'rought upon. îhere has not been
any improvenent on the Sar.iour"s lihen-
ing it to thc n-ind. It is not rny inten-
tion to tell you that the sheep are not
conscious of something taking place; it
is not m¡' desire to tell you that God's
people do not hno'w that a work has
been perforrned for thern ancl in thern
th¿l,t rvas neyer done before; it is noi;
necessar)' for rne to tell you, r,r'ho have
experienced the blo,s'ing of this might¡-
l'incl, that nothing h a s happened to
'.vou. lìhere is too much inpression left;
bv the sovereign movernent of this wincl:
there js such a change in the demeanor'
of one thus wrought upon I there is such
a dif,ference in rvhat they non' relish
¿rncl n-hat they forrnerly did, that it
c,an Jre reaclily l<norr'n that the lrind
lurs bì.on'n.

Do -yo{l rìrean that the children of
God, the sheep of his pasture, can hno-,\'
that thc¡' ¿lre born of the Spirit? Do
,\-ou rìlealì to set aside our being savecl
b_v lrotrre? Are you relegating to the
1rast, ns being out of date, the littJe
chilcLren's testinon¡' of a precious hope
that the¡, have been born again? No,
rlear pilgrim, lothing of that is in lnv
nrind. But I -would. confort those thal,
h¿lve such tr hope, by telling you that
\-ou clo hnon' sorirething o\¡ercame you:
that sorne aìmighty ancl irresistible
ìJo\yer sn'ept a'way your dependen'ce on.
¿ìn ârm of flesh; that, as a thief in tht:
nig'ht, a, rrighty rumbling, devastating
ìro\\'er seized holcl ,upon your bringing
terror into r.our souì, tossing vou Êront
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\\'a\¡e t0 w¿Ì\'e, up, d0\\.Ìì, 't0 ¿lrld frc),
finallv to larrcl you brohen ¿tncl bruisetl
into the ¿rm of a rest that ¡'otr hirr-e
often clesirecl that you might experienr:e
again. tsut there is zr, question in .r'out:
nfnd. th¿l,t n"ill sta.v there ¿rs long as

¡ou tabernacle in this frail bocly of cla¡-.
that question you n'o,uld. give a rvor'lrl
lihe this to h¿rve ansrvelecl. It is, \Vhal
\'r'¿r"s this pon'er that clealt n'ith nte?
\\r¿rs this the Lortl? IÃ'as this the
change th¿rt so rì).¿rn)' s¡retli al¡out? Àn'.1

¡ierhaps the questioning turns ttr
another fnrrn, and you asli yourself lf
this is the 'worli of the c¿rn¿tl mincl?
Ärn I iLeceivecl in the n¿rtter? l)icl I
fix this up in nÌ)¡ own rnincl? Norv to
thc'se serious queries that ¿11 the sheep
llro\r, in sorne degree, let us appl¡r fþs
leasoning atr.cl pon er of the staternent of
the Saviour'. I'he necessit¡- of the ne\\r ol'
seconcl birth is clear. \'eril¡', verily (so
be it, so it is, I say unto thee, (aExcept

a rnan be born agzrin, he cannot see
the kingdom of Gocl." John 3:3. Per.
sonall.v, f h¿rve not acceptecl ¿ difference
in 'what Jesus taug'ht in the thircl ¿ntl
fifth l¡erses, but that in the first
refer-errce he clearly teaches the neces-
sity of the seconcL birth, a,nc[ the secontl
reference is fi:om rvhat source he is born
tugrLin. lechnically, I rvould not rna,he
an¡' difference in seeing ancl entering
thc kingdom, but \ye are not clealing iu
technicalities, but r,r'ith being translatetl
out of cla,rhness into the liingclont.
;\nother solernn experience cortres irrto
oul spiritu¿rl existence just here. "Th¿r';
l.hich is borrr of the flesh is flesh; anrl
that rr'hich is born of the Spiritis slririt.'r
,Johrr 3:tì. Oh, hol. often have the
Iittie Iamhs ,rorne to the conclusion thab.
the¡' a,re nothing but vile hypocrites:
hon: often, horv often haye they criecl
out, "O -r,vretchecl man that I arn;" holr.
nìany tirnes have they clecitlecl that the¡'
ìrave rnislecl the Olcl Baptists, ancl thal,
bhey do not have an¡' righ,t in the cle¿rr

sunctuar'¡- of the saints. r\h, rne, Iittle
laurb here is the truth exernplifiecl itr
)o{rl experience; here is truth shol-rt
¡-ou in ¡our cì.aily travel. It is one thing
(arrd that is ¿r, goocl thing) for th,:
truth to be laicl in the Bible, but it js
of rnore value to the sheep I'hen the.v
lrar-e it m¿rnifestecl in thern. Yes, rì-ì.('

thinhs, that .[ hear you sa,¡'ing thrt¡
you rvoulcl ltr¡' asicLe the h;,pocris-v ofi
this nortaì bocly: it seerns thát.at tlii'
gJorious appearing of your Shepherrl
th¿rt J'ou u'o,ulcl lzry asitle this n ilrl
olive tlee n.ature and. lir.e in the life of
that neiv bilth. But trgain antl again
yoìl. fincl that th¿rt l'hich is born oll
the flesh is flesh. It nay get leligion I it
nray practice so-c¿Lllecl good rvor'lis ; it ruir.v
go thlorlgh the form of dis¡rla,ying tr,.tr:

bocl.l to bc trurnecl 'but it l'ill be the
flesh in action.

To these tq,ice born cha,racters hr:
bÌ'ines in the r.incl. the sovereig"nty of
the n ind; you hearing the souncl of it l

.1'o,ul inaliilit¡ to teÌl fron rvhere it conles
lrttl goes, ¿rre ¿llL tr part of the n-holl
tu 1'<111. At one tine I thought that thrr
I¿cÌi of kno'vledge rvas lirrited to tlre
first of that 'n'ork. In other rvorcls, I
ttrought that it had reference t,o legeu-
era,t'ion, ancl to th¿l,t alone. IIan¡. years
l¿Lter I hope that dil'ine po-\\rer' grì\-,ì
nre to unclerstancl the present terrse of
the language that Jesus spoke. So is
e\-el')- orìe that ,i.s born of the Spirit.

-.\o\,, clear chilcl of Gocl, we h a v e
founcl tha.t all the sheep wele totall.r'
deltlaved in Adarn; th¿rt none of thenr
l.ere ¿blc to extricate thernselves fronl
thei¡' f¿lllen condition. that is Bible
tloctrine; t h zr t is Baptistic cloctrine;
tli¿rt is the expelience of all the sheep.
'llhese tr.o J:roints of cloctrine are incolr-
poltrtc,cl into the harrnorrious rvhole of
e\¡ery Olcl School Baptist association in
,\merica.. 'Ihe most, if not all, of our:
lreople have agreecl that the elect are
effectuallv called: that the calling ìs
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¿tl$¡ays effectecl; that the n'ork of the
Spirit in this calling is als'ays irresisti-
ble. But is that our experience? Il-_at'e
r\¡e so lea,rnecl Christ? Ilas he taugh-l
us that? Ìla'r'e rve felt the lloì\'Íer o\¡er'-
l'helming us and. bringing us into stt'eet
submission? }Ias he taug'ht in the Bible,
u.nrl, i,tt our sou,l,s, that this is so? Sorne,
bod¡, has been claiming to be sheeP
shepherds before his day, but he labels
them thieves and ro'bbers. Tre that en'
ter.s by the door is the shepherd of th,¿
sheep. It is not askjng too rnuch for us
l,tl remember what those promised ancl
purportecl to do for Israel, that camc
before hin. They preached a conditional
rloctrine based on the creature, cLicl the¡'
not? Did they not tell the Israelitr¿s
tliat jf you do thus and'so, that )'ou rviLl
get the full benefits of the goocl of the
l¿rncl? lf there'had ever been any able
to h¿rve hept that doctrine, the Jews
n'ould. not have been ready for the com-
irrg of Jesus, but it was a, failure fronr
the beginning, ancl it will always pro\¡e
a failure to every sheep that tries it.
IJe is the Shepherd of the sheep. Is tha,t
gospel? Is that tnue? Il¿rve you, dear
pilgrirn, experienced his guicling antl
leacling you into green pastures antl
besicle still u'aters a.nd. to the banquet-
ìng house of the Lorcl? No'rv let us take
irnother step. 'Ihe sheep he¿rr his voice.
Is that gospel? lÃrill that clo to prea;ch?
\\¡ilt th¿rt d.o to rely on? Is that cnough ?

I)o rve have. any authority to divide the
sìreep? Can 'lve scripturally, say that
solre of the sheep hear his voice? Can
\\'e s¿r\¡ that some of the sheep hear his
voice part of the time? Now another
step into this glorious cloctritre that thr¡
l,Ìrrong of shee¡r are taught. He calli;
thern b;' narne. What are we to believe
¿rbout this? FIe calls them by name, an<1

i f language rììeans anything to the sheep,
it rneans that he calls them by name.
IIe does not call a,t rror úo thgse sheep.
lnrt he calls them. Ile leads them out,

I{on'Ìnan¡r cloes he call? }Iol'tìt¿tllì'
cloes he leaÇ out? Does he try to get
theln to hear hini? Does he try to leacl
thenr out? IIe puts thern forth. IIo,r'
nan¡, does he put forth? \\rell inspira-
tion did. not say that he puts forth as
tìr"any as he can, but it says that hc
¡ruts thern forth. I[9 puts them ø71 and
lre goes before them. ALl, lt,aí he goes
J¡efore he d.eclares that they follor. hint.
Florv far clo they follorv? Ilon' oftel
rlo the¡' follon-? Tthe flesh asks suclr
tluestions, for it doubts all that Goct
has ¡,rornised.

Gocl is. the Sovereign irr the calling.
'putting forth of the sheep, going l¡efor<:
thern, in their following. IIe rla,hes or
,c¿uses thern to hear. The,v hnos' his
yoice. the¡' ¿6 not hno'w the voice ofl
strangers ¿ncl n'ill not foìlou' them. thc"-
flee frour the strangers. May the de¿rr
Lorcl bless us s'ith a, fruitful rnincl to
think upon the gooclness ancl tnerc¡' of
Gocl in sending thc Goocl Shephelcl into
this l'orld to tahe upon hinself the
hercling of every poor lamb of the fold
jnto ¿r place of safety; in giving to theru
eternal life: in heeping them in such
¿ì, r\r¿r)' that all the n-iles of Satan sh¿tìì
ncver be able to rob them of that in-
herit¿r.nce; that il-o matter horv lon'lv
arrd sinful trncl poor the;' nay feel th¿rù
he is the faithful Shepherd. e\¡er looli-
ing to his orvn everlasting r:ighteousness
to feecl ¿r,ncl succor them; and that n'hat-
er,er 'ch¿llgc¡s the r,r'orlcl rna¡ thinli to
brirrg agzrinst them, that it n-zts blougltl
rrgttinst hirn filst, ancl h¿n-ing beert
lnÌnr¡¡'ht agtrìnst ltirn, antl he their da¡'s-
uran. .ancl Redeemer, that he paicl thc
penalt¡' fol them all, and that the¡'
slr¿rll neyer, tLeue,t', corne into cond.enl-
n¿rtion. W. D. G,

lHE $TORLD SAVED
"For God so loved the' world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him Should not perish, but
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have everlasting li-fe. For God sent noi his
Son into the world to condemn the wodd;
but that the world through him might be
saved." John 3:16-17

Opposers of the cloctrine of the par-
tjcular' aDCl persona] election of the sulr-
jects of clivine gra.,ce, sonetirnes refel'
to this expression of our L,orcl ¿rs atr'
thorizing the conclusion th¿rt Gocl has
endeavorecl to saye all the worlcl of
lnanhind; some claiming that thjs ef-
folt of the Almighty has made it possi-
ble for all sinners to save themselves b,Í
cornplying rvith cond.itions, s.hile others
holtl that thé 'will of Gocl is 'fulfillecl
in the universal salvation of all thc
chilclren of men. This latter theorl is
in itself rnore conßistent th¿n the con-
ditionaì system, since it cloes not in-
volve thq gross absurdity of the omni-
Trotent God being unable to accornplistr
his u'i11. But the falsehood. of this cloc-
trine appea,rs frorn the clirect testimon-v
of the inspirecl record, rvherein the fína.l
arrcl eyerlasting ttestruction of the rul-
goclly worlcl is tlefinitely stated. "T'he
rr.ichecl shall be turned. into hell, a,nrl
¿rll the nations that forget Goc'I."
Ps¿Llrns 9:[7. See also 2 Peter 2:6; Jrde
7-13. Antt John the Baptist testifies of
the tr¡'o opposite characters in the closc
of the chapter in u'hich our text is
l'ritten: (rFIe that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and Ìre that be-
lieveth not on the Son shatl not see
life; but the rvrath of God abicleth on
Irinl.''

It is not necessary to argue as to
the truth of the words of Jesus under'
consicleration, for -we are not r,r.riting
for the Irurpose of convincing infidels:
believers of the inspirecl Scriptures ac-
cetrr't the truth of all that our l-¡orcl
terught, ho$.evel' it rnay be beyoncl the
llo'rver of their finite rnind.s to compre-
hencl the mystery of his do'ctrine. Tn
llie text the Lord assigns the reason
for his cleclaration immecliately pro-

c,eding these rvord.s. He urust L¡e lifterl
rlp, ¿ìs tloses lifted up the serpent in
the n'ild.erness, "that vhosoeyer belier--
eth in hirn should not perish, but har.e
eterna,l life." In the illustration to
rvhich he refers there is the ìlattertì
of tìre rnattel in which the love of
Gocl ins displa;'ed in the lifting up of
the Son of man. By consicler:ing the t¡'ptr
\ye rìray fincl something of the doctrin.r
here taught, The literal circumstance
is recorded. in Numbers 21:4-9. îhere
is no account of any except Israelites
being bitten by those fiery serpents
u'hich the l-¡orcl sent among the peo-
ple; ancì, not erren an Israehte lr.as i;t
a condition to be r'eliel'ed 'b;- loohing
upon the brazen serpent unless he harl
been bitteri by those venomous flyirrg
ser¡:ents n'hich the Lorcl hacl serrt among
the ruurururing lreopie. It n'¿rs not ¿ì

retnecl"r- r'yhjch ùIoses hacl clevisecl b¡, tlrr:
ryiscloln he hacl learnecl in lìgypt, but,
it n'as by the express cornmancl of Gocl
that the serpent of brass vas liftecl up;
íancl it came to pass, that if a serpent
hacl bitten ârly tnan, lvhen he behel-d
the serpent of brass he livecl." Tùris n'as
lrrecisely l'hat the Lorcl harl said unto
rlloses shoulcl "come to passr" .when he
dj¡:ected that the serpent should be lift-
ed u¡r. Norv, let it be remernliered in the
antit¡'pe that it is just "as lVloses liftecl
up the serpent in the wilclerness, eveu
so rnust the Son of man be liftecl u'¡r.',
If there rvas nothing left to the discre-
tjou of ilIoses in the type, then in the
antit¡'pe aII is settlecl by the inflexibli¿
purpo,se of Gocl; as he said to his cUs-
ciples ¿rftel his lesun:ectiorr, "lhus it
is l.ritten, ancl thus it behoovecl Christ
to suffer, ancl to rise from the cleacl
the thild clay: ancl that repentance anil
t'ernis"'ion of sins shoulcL be ltreachecl in
his nalne ¿nnong all nations, beginning
¿rt Jerns¿llenl.'r Luhe 24:46-47. ilhe ob-
ject fior the accomp,lishment of n'hicir
this suffering behoovecl our Redeemer,
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\¡lìo is here callecl the Son of lìt¿ttì.
n'¿rs that the objects of the election of
grace rnig'ht be ransornecl f I o nl thc
po\r/er of the gra\¡e; and. there is no
reason- given for this provision of grace
but Urat statecl in the te*t. This is also
b;' Paut assigned. as the consid.eration
forrvhich the saints are saved. 'rBut
Gocl, rvho is rich in meqcy, for his grea,t
lsyg \rþgrslvith he loved. us, eYen when
r\-e \yete cleacl in sins, hath quichened us
together ¡r'ith Christ, (by grace are .Ye
saved ) ." Eph. 2:4-5. This cleclaration
of the perfect rvork of God in the saint-q,
ryhose life is in Christ, is true of all
thenr on n.hotn his love is fixed. If irqt

ìovecl every sinnel rvith that same love,
then they are all sar.ed by grace. So
l'aul says, ((I arn persuacled that nej-
ther cleath, nor Jife, nor zrngels, nor
¡rrinciptrlities, nor things to come, nor"
height, nor depth, nor an-y other cler-
ture, shall be able to separate us front
the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord." Rom. 8:38-39.

The love of God. 'rvas fixed upon thi:
rr-orlcl n'hich is mentioned in our text
jn such a rvay that the eternal purpose
of that love is accomp'lished in the sal-
vation of all that world. The artf'u1 cle-
vice of the tempter rvould mislead the
s¿rints b)' caviling over the rvorrl
"world.," as if it must mean that ali
the family of -,tdam were loved, of God.
In thus 'wresting the Scriptures we
l<rrorv of no Íeason for limiting the worcl
1,o the race of man, for in some caseLr
the u'orcl includes all things anim¿rte
:urd inanimate. But it is not oul wish
to contend. against those who dare to
n'rest the language of Scripture so ¿rs

to change the truUr of God. into a lie:
if n'e coulcl even succeecl in convincing
thern of the truth, it is not possibkr
that the;' shoultl do more than ttbe-

ìieve ancl trernble," for they coulcl noL
love the truth of God without the Spirii;
of Christ in them to procluce that rli-

virie fruit. If the I¡ord 'will give grace
to enable to expose the sophistry b¡'
u.hich sonie little child of Gocl is rob-
becl of his rest in the s$¡eet assuranoíj
of the gospel, it is all l.e I'ish to ¿c-
cornplish. In ord.er to shon' the saints
that our Lord ttid not seek to convert
l;Lern rvho u'ere not of his sheep, it is
onh. necessary to refer to his otvrl
decl¿rrations. ((And. Jesus s¿rid unto
Lhern, I an the breacl of life: he that
cometh to r¡e shall never hunger; anrl
ht¡ that believeth on me shall ne\¡er'
l,hjrst. But I said unto you, that ye
¡rlso har-e seen rne, and believe not. All
lhat the Iìather giveth rne shall come
1o nre; anc'L him that cometh to me I
shall in no $'ise cast out." "No man
c¿ur. come to me except the llather r,vhich
hath sent me d.ra-w him: ancl I wiìl
r'¿rise hirn up at the last day." John 6:
:lõ-37, 44. ((But 

J'e belie've not, because
)'c are not of rny sheep, as I sa,icl 'unttr
-yoìr." John 10 :26. "I pla)- for them,
I pray not for the rvorlcl, but for thern
n-hich thou hast given me; for they ai'c
thine." John 17:9. ft is clear from these
expressions of Jesus that the¡. rvho be-
lieve ncit the truth n'ere not included
in the n orlcl l'hich Gocl loved. Of that
vurltl, Paul says, t(But God. com-
mencleth his love toli'ard us, in that,
rr'hilc we u'ere yet sinners, Ohrist cliecl
for us. lfuch more then, being norr
justifiect bv his blood, rve shall be saved
frorn tt r¿lth through hirn." Ronrans 5 :

.S.-9. It l'ill be seen that there v¿ls no
conclition for us to fulfill in order that
tllc love of Gocl nright ernbrace us: but
it tr-¿rs the eyerlasting love of God. which
¡;romptecl tlie gift of his only begotten
Son for the salvation of all his peo-
ìlle, that is, ¿('whosoever believeth in
hinr." As all believers in Jesus have
everlzrsting ìife, so all nho have evel-
iastìng life believe in him. I{rell rnig'hi;
.Iohn call attention to this wonderful
revela,tjon of d,ivine favor, sa,ving, (¡Re-
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hokÌ, rvhat ttlaltner of love the f¿rthel
hath bestorved upon us, that n'e shouLcl
be cattecl the sons of God: therefore
the rvorld hnoweth us not, because i.t
hnew him not." 1 John' 3:1. It needs
no ârgument to show that this worlil
rvhich hnerv not God, and kno'ws not his
sons, is not the s¿ttue tl'orld- for lt'htlst-¡
salvation God sent his Son into Ute
rvorld. It is easil)' seerì by the plain
recorcl of the Scriptures that the love of
God does not ernbrace th¿t u'hole world
u'hich lieth in n'icheclness, (1 John 5:
19), ancl rvhich hates the sajnts a's ib
hated. their L,orcl. ,J'ohn 15:18' The
l'orlcl r'hich GocL loves is that s'orlcl trl
l'hich he giveth life, u. h j c h cometh
do'wn fron heaven as the bread of Gotl.
John 6:33.

'I'he sencling of the Son of God int¡r
the worlcì., ¿rs 1\¡e unclerstand it, is noi;
rnerely the rn¿tnifestatjon of Chrjst jrl
n body of flesh as the son of NIart.,
althoug'h this is includ.ed in that s'orJi
for which he lras m¿cle flesh and rhvelt
¿rnong us. fn. eyery urember of his botl¡',
the ch,urch, he is come in the flesh, and
rln'ells in thern a,ncl n'all<s in them. 2
Oor'. 6:16. In this unity l'ith the mem-
bers of his bocl¡' he is the very life
rvhich inflexible justice demands of
then as ,sinners: ¿rncl he came in colrr-
pliance 'lvith that denantl, not to ot-
fer a substitute for the life of the siu-
rrer, but to give himself as that life
rvhich .was justly forfeitecl b.v the sin
of his bod¡r. He had pon er to lay don ri
his life and to take it again. John 10:lB,
It uras by this por\¡er that he was cluali-
fiecl to finish the worli which by the
conlnrandnrent of the Father .n'as given
hirn to r1o. John 14 :31 ; 17:4. No othcr
ìreing in earth ol, heaven could satisfr
the lequirernent of clivine justice; there:
forc, his olvn artn broug'ht salv¿tiori
rtuto himseif. fsa. 63 :5. It is yer)' sig-
nificant that the T)elir.erer sa\rs thai

this salvatiorr n-as brought to himseiÍ
exclusively. This ¿rccords perfectly I'ith
the inspired juclgment of Paul, "I"or thtr
love of Ohrist constraineth us; becaustr
l'e thus juclge, that if one diecl for alì,
then n'ere all d.eacl." 2 Cor. 5:14. Since
all rvhose sins lYete borrre b;- ottl'
Recleerner were inclucLed in his body, tltir
justice of this juclgnrent is evident, so

far ¿rs the cleath of all the rnembers is
rrecessaril.v in.r'olr.ecl in the death of thtl
Head. But the glorious display of lifrr
¿rncl irnmortality n'hich n'as broug'ht trr
lig'ht through the gospel of his resllr-
rection, is too l'onderful for reason ttr
ccirnprehencl. This crorvning glory of thil
n orli of Christ can neYer be leceirred irl
any other rva¡' but by the rer'<¡l¿tinrt
n'hich is given b¡' the Spirit to thenr
l-ho are born by the Spirit.

'llo thc finite jud.grnent of ntan ii;
rr'oulcl seem right that the Son should
come to cond.emn the s'orld tt'hostr
transgressions hacl brought on him thtr

, ¿rn'ful load of suffering b¡- n'hich hir
satisfiecl the clerna,ncl of justice n'hicìt
rvas against his members, who are tltc
rr-orlcl savecl througn' him. But he lr.as
rrot sent to cond.emn. Divine justitxl
pourecl forth just cond.ernnation in thr:
lau' of sin ancl cleath. 'I'his is founcl irt
t h e experience of the saints. Befot'e
they see Jesus as their Redeerner the¡-
have painful kno'tvledge of sin b¡r trþg
revelation. of justice in the .la$'. ((Gr¿xrtl

ancl truth czLme by Jesus Ohr:ist." fù'-
er¡' believer is qutrlifiecl to beal rvitness
to this truth; having experiencecl tlt<r
hrrorvled.ge of sin by the }arv 'u.hen the
comrna,nclment ca.me ¿rnd sin revivetl.
ancl cleath reignecì. bJ, sin, unti'l Christ
n as re,\,ealecl as the encl of the larv for
righteousness to errer)' one that believes.
'llhis rcvelation al's'ays carries such con-
liction in itself that every one to s'hont
it is gir.en js a believer. So all the un-
belief of Thornas r.anishecl at the ap-
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ì)earing of the risen Jesus. It is not
s¿ricl in Ure text that the gift of the
-Son of Gocl n'as that s.hoeyervill be-
lieyc in hirn should. not perish. Obsen'e
the clefinite ch¿rractel specified-, "Iilho-
soclel beheveth in him." IMords could
not be more clefinite in clescribing thc
peotrlle n'hose salvation shorvs hox' Go,-1
lor-ed the rvorlcl. Iì\¡ery one rvho has
<l-er felt the burden of sin, I<nolvs ho.,v
utterlr- destitute of this belief he q'as
rtntil (-'hrist \y¿ts t e\¡ealed. in hirn the
ho¡rcr of glory. lYithout the evidence of
lir.irrg faith he 'coulcl no rnore believe
irr the Sou of Gocl as his Savior than
he coultl see the natural sun at rnid-
uight. \\¡hen he believecl in Jesus as
ìris Savior he alreaclr' had. everlasting
life in his os'n personzrl experience. So
.lesus sa,.1.s, "My sheep hear rny yoice,
¿rucl I lillonr theu, ancl the¡' follo"u' rne :

¿ntt I give unto then eternal life; arlrl
the¡ shall never perish, neither shatl
irn)- nr¿ln pluck thern out of my h¿rnd."
Johrr 10 :27-28. 'Ihere is as rnuch dif-
fererrc,t: in on.e I'ho believeth jn Jesus
¿rnd one rvho believeth not, as there
is ìretleen light ancl clarliness; â n d
thele is ¿rs rn uch consistenc¡' in trying
to persuacle the cl¿lrkness to glon' rvitìr
the raclialrcc of noond.a¡- ¿rs in urging
irrr unbeliever to belieye in Jesus. Oll
thcr other harrtl, the believer can as
c¿rsilr- blot out the noonda,y sun as to
cc.ase to believe. This assertioìl rna\¡
sta,rtle sorre clear doubting child; but
ryithout belief there can be no douJ:i.
ilhe h.1-pocrite rloes not doubt; for irtt
linon's that hc is rvilfull¡' pretencling t,r
be l'hat he is not. 'Ihey rvho are cle-
eeived are not teurpted, to doubt, for
their cleceiver n oulcl not thus expose
his on'rr clevices. It is necessar.y for tìre
fiollon'ers of J e,sus to be tried bv
doubts, that the¡' rn¿r,-v learn thc
strertgth of that faith orl nrltich thei r'

('ourfort rests. As our Lorcl na.s tern¡rtctl

by the suggestion of cloubts rvhen thir
clevil presented those fearful proposal;;
it the rvilderness, so all his d.iscilrìcs
must meet the same in that nreasur(!
which God gives to each olìe. 'Ililtrrrr
their very doubts attest the genrrili'-
ness of their hope in Christ Jesrur.
Herein the believer has the rvitness in
hitilself ; and incln'elling dall<ness gives
assrlr¿rnce to the sa,ints th¿rt ther' ¿rr.'t'('the children of the day." .H:n-irrg ex-
perienced the ¡ton'er of faith in clelir'-
ering thern out of all their trials, tìrt,r-
can testif¡' froltr 1-rersolal litton'ìetl¡¡,.
that "Salvation is of the l-¿ord."

Tirere ì\'¿rs no neecl th¿rt the Son oli
Gotl should corue into the ua.tural rvorlil
to ,eontlenru it, siuce th¿rt l'orl11 u'us
erlready un.der the curse for the sal<t'
of sinful m¿rn. Pa,tl sa).s, ('Bl- orìe rllarì
sin entered into the n'orlcl, ancl death b¡-
sin; ¿rnd so cleath passed upon all men.
for that ¿rll har.e sirrned." If it renlaill-
ecl for condcmnation to be brought lrp-
on this natura,l n'orld bI' the cornirtg
of the Son of God. in his being boirr
in Br¡thleheln, then d.eath had reignerl
thousands of ¡'ears before that c()ìì-
clellrn¿rtion carììe. Brrt it n'¿rs to s?t,ye

that n'hich r\'âs lost that the Sorr of
rìran c¿rìle. He finishecl the rvorl< lrhiclr
r\z¿rs giveu hinl to clti; rr,nd thereforc
the rvorlcl for rvhose salvation he n'¡,r¡
se[t, l\ra,s sarted s'hert he ga.r'e rrp thrr
ghost on the cross of Oalvar¡-. The pur'-
pose of God in sencling his Son int,r
the l.or'lcl l\'¿rs not to givc the u'orltl
the opportunit¡' of choosins u'hcther to
Jre savecl or ìost. If that 'n'orld is no¡
s¿rved, then Urr¿ design of Gott is de-
fealecl. Rut if in one case the rvill ofl
Gocl is not clone, then there can bc no
certaintl. th¿rt it nrav not fail in all his
designs. lllhis 'n'oulcl utterl¡' clestro¡' tlrc
hope of salvation. since no ASsur¿urcrt
can rernain th¿rt God is ¿lble to salr..
rSuch ¿ln-fuI blasplenr¡' against 1,he i,¡.;'
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fection of Gocl is rrot r.orth)' of a place
in the thoughts of ¿r rccleemecl sirrner.
-\s it u'as the design oll Gocl in sencling
his Son into the l'orlcl th¿lt the x'orlll
rlight be s¿tvcd, that clesign nlust hat'e
been fulfilled. His truth recprires it, fr-rt'

hc sa¡s, ((IIy counsel shall stand, ancl
I rvill do all lr¡' pleasure." Is¿t. 46:10.
<r\Yþ¿f,.'o\¡er the I-.,orcl pleasecl, that tlic[
}e irr heaven, ¿rnd in the earth, in thrl
seas, artcl all cleep ltlzrces." Ps¿rlm l35 :6.

If it hacl been the rvill of God thai
ther wise zrncl prrclent of this n'orlc1 see

the thirrgs oli Jesus, then they n'oulul
har.e been qualified. to receive thenr;
bnt the"y ¿rre ancl ever n'ill be hitlclerr
fl'<lnl the n'isclotn clf ttten, and reve¿rletl
uuto b¿rbes. So, cloubtlessly God is
¿rlile to h¿r'e given the testimony of
tirrth irr n-ortls n'hich coulcl not be per-
vertecl; but he has been pleasecl to con-
found the s'isclonl of man by showing
his truth to babes, rvhile they tt'hr.r
rr.ould b). searchirig fincl out Gocl arc
helcl undel everlasting chains of clayi<-

ness; ancl to them the plainest state-
ilrent of cli't'irre truth is unsearch¿rbh-
concealecl, for so it seernecl goocl in t}.1
sight of Gocl. Lihe all other: points oíf

levealecl tmth, this rvorcl cUscriminates
betn'een those u'ho &re led bJ' thtl
S¡ririt of Gocl and. such as have not
that Spirit. illhe believer jn Jesus sh¿rÌl
ruot lrerish, but has evellasting life. The
verse folloving our text says, ('I{e tha.t
beUeveth not is conclemned ali'eacly." It
is not for failing to believe tha,t he
shalì be corrdemned; but his unbelicf
l)royes that he is alrea,d¡. conclemned,
and therefore it is eviclent that he is
not inclucled in that rvorld whie,h is
s¿lr'ecl through the Son of Gotl.

illhe n'orlcl n hich is saved through
the Redeemer is that u.orld n'hich Joltn
inclucles n,it r hiluself whel he s¿tyñ,
"\\re linon' tha.t rve ¿ì.re of Gocl," in
distinctjon frorn tliat '(\,hole world"

which r'lieth in tviched.ness." 1 Johil
5:19. lt is ver;' cssential to a correcl,
unclerstancling of the letter of thtr
Scniptures th¿rt the tlistinction be ob-
sel'r'ecl bettr-ecrr natur'¿rl ancl spirit'ua I

things. Othêrn-ise the Bilile l\rill setrill
to preserrt ¿ì tìr.¿tss of ineconcilable con-
traclictions. Ilut 'tt'hen the light of re-
vel¿tion shincs in those l'ho read, th,l
sacrecl pâges glorv s'ith celestial racli-
ance, n'hile e\/ery ra¡' of their heavenl.v
lig'ht is bright s'ith the testirnony of
justification through the blood of Jesus,
b-v the sor-ereign gr¿tce of Gocl, secured
to all the rvorlcÌ of his lecleemecl, rvho
'are liept b.v the polver of God through
faith unto strllation, r'e¿rdy to l:e re-
ye¿rlecl in the last tirne.

Editorial frorn Signs of the limes. Nov. 1, 1885.

Route 1, Box 901, Auburn, \ü'ash'
Dn.r.ir SrcNs Enrrons: I receiyecl the
I'ebru¿rr)' ftic¡u,s n'ith the notice of oul'
beloyeil llclitor"s ileath. It "surelÍ. filled
nre rvith sorr.o\\¡. I lrish to extencl to
¡-ou ancl to his n-ife ¿rncl son rn-1' tleep-
est sympath¡.. I l'oulcl lihe to cledieate
this h¡-rnn to his ¡:assing.

SUBMISSION
"Jesus, while ottr hearts are bleeding,

O'er the spoils that death has won,
We would åt this solemn meeting,

Calmly say, "Thy will be done."

Thougir cast down, we're not forsaken,
Though afflicted, not alone;

Tho¡.r didst give, and thou hást taken,
Blessed Lord, Thy will be d,one."

Fili us now with deep contrition,
Take a,way these hearts od stone,

A¡d make all with true submission,
Meekly say, "TÌry will be done."

Tl¡ough to,-day we're filled with mourning,
Mercy still is on the throne;

With thy smiles of love returning,
'We ean sing, "Thy will be done."

By thy hands the boon was given,
T'hou hast taken but thine ,own;

Lord of earth and God of heaven,
Evermore, "Thy 'will be done."
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I ¿rrtr neart nlJ' 79th birthclay ¿rntl ¿un

lot rvell. It is hard for rne to rvritr:
lxrt I dicl rv¿tnt to tleclicate this hymlr
t<l , our deal brother. I n'ish J'ou all
the lovt' that passeth understanding.
Yc¡,ur sister in hope of the resurrectiorl.

(IIrs.) JENNIIì CLIFtrORI)

OBITUARIES
Sister NANNIE ELIZEBETH LANDERS was

born in, Sabine Co,., Texas, Sept. 29, 1871, ancl
passed away March 5, 1951 in Lawn, Texas where
she r'esided, aged 79 years, 5 months, and 7 days.
She leaves to mourn their loss her. husband, C.
F. Landers; four. daughters, Mrs. R. W'. Borden,
Portales, New Mexieo; Mrs. C. R. Haruell, Browns-
ville, Texas, Mrs. J. C. Baker, Dallas, Texas, Mrs.
Truett Hipsher, Coleman, Texas; two sons, Elder
C. U. Landers, Col.eman, Texas and A. W.
Landers, Lawn, Texas. Twò daughters passed
away in infancy. Two sisters, Mrs. Lorena Hulsey,
Stamford, Texas, Mrs. Hannah Johnson, Quanah,
Texas; two' brothers, A. L. Grant, Oklahoma City,
Okla., and J. W. Grant, Stamford" Texas. T'here
are twenty-three grandchildr,en and nineteen
great-grandchildren.

She and brother Landers were married April
27, 1893 at Snyder, Texas. They united with the
Predestinarian Baptists in 1910 and have been in
good standing ever since. She was even ready to
give a reason for her hope in Christ as being of
faith and by grace. She will be missed at our
meetings. No one can take her place but our losd
is her gain,. May God reconcile us and enable us
to go in the faith that we saw manifested in
Sister" Landers.

In my weakness I tried to speak a few words
of cornfort to dear Brother Landers, setting forth
to him that God has all power in heaven and
eauth, and needs not the help of man because
his work was complete in Christ Jesus before
the world was made. Elder W. A. Little of Ft.
Worth, Texas and I conducted the service March
6, 1951 at Dewey Church near Lawl'. My prayer
is that God w'ill raisç us from the grave and
fashion us like his own body, and we will see
him, be like him and be saóisfied. May- the Lord
bless all lhat mourn is my prayer, and rnay he
Iead us in paths of love and fellowship. Your
brother. in hope.

, (Elder) J. W' SHIPMAN
Route 12, Box 535, San Antonio, Texas

SISTER EMMA ELIZABETH HURST DAVIS
was born May 26, 1852, and departed this life
Jan. 2\ 1951. She was married Nov. 17, 1870 to

George W. Davis, who, died July 16, 1924, Ten
children were born to this union; four boys and
six girls. She . is survived by üwo sons, Mr.
Clarence Davis, Americus, Ga, and Mr. Roy
Davis, Lexington, Ky.; four daughters, Mrs. Leila
Can,non, Barwick, Ga., Mrs. Bernice'W'allace, Rut-
ledge, Ga., Mrs. Vessie Harwell, Covington, Ga.,
and Mrs. Winnie Phúllips, Buckhead, Ga.; one
brother, Mr. rùl/. B. Hurst, Mansfield, Ga..; also
thirty grandchildr,en, thirty-five great-grandchil-
dren, and. twenty great-great-grandchildren.

Sister Davis united with the church at Harris
Springs, June 15, 1872, and was baptized by the
pastor, El<i'er trsaac Harnby. She remained a de'
voted member as long as she lived. I think there
never lived a more sincere, and faithJul Baptist.
She attended all services, as long as her healùh
permitted. She, was afflicted with paralysis and
unable. to walk several years before her death,
but bore her afliction with remarkable fortitude,
very cheerful and happy, her mind continually on
the' scriptures and the many hy,mns she loved.

The funeral wâs òonducted by her pa,stor,
Elder H. . O. Nash, who was ass,isted by her'
grandson, Mr. Géorge W. Davis, at the Davis
Family Cemetery, Jan. 26, 1951. The fourth chap-
ter of 1 Thessaloniaris was used aS a foundation
for the discourse, beginning at the ninth verse.
Two, hyrnns ::equested by her "Amazing Grace"
and "How Firm a Foundation" were sung by the
congregatioir. The flotal offerings were v€ry
beautiful. She was a great lover of flowers. She
was continually reminding those around her that
all our blessings come from heaven. Be it

RF"SOLVED, first that the church bow in sub-
rnission to God's wi[, fåeling our loss is her
eternal ga,in, second

RESOLVED, that the church extend to her be-
reaved family their ft,eartfelt sympathy, hoping
that God will reconcile them to his, holy will,
third

Resolved, that a copy of this memorial be sent
to the family, a copy placed on o,ur church rec-
ords, and a copy sent to the Sigrrs of the lim,es
for publication.

Done by order of the church while in con-
felence at hei' March meeting.
'Written by 'her son-in-law, J. C. Ada¡ns.

(Elder) H. O. NASH, Mo'derator
W. F. AÐAMS, Clerk

In perfect wisdom and mercy our. heavenly
Father has taken his servant, ELDER BENJAMIN
CUBBAGE, from his field of service here - the
Primitive Baptist churches, Cow Marsh and Wil-
rnington in. Delaware, and Harford in Maryland

- in which ihe worked as faithfully as he knew
how, feeding his Master's sheep with the deep,
precious things of the cloctrine of Jesus Christ.
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Hìs earthly parents wer'e, Deacon Benjamin C.

and Ílizabeth (Meredith) Cubbage. It was â
pleasure to Elder C'ubbage to recall his childhood
days when he lived near the Cow Marsh' meeting-
houso and played about the grorunds and hou,se
as his father was busy with his duties ás sexton.
LIe married Miss Fann'ie Ma,rvil whose parents
were members of the Primitive Baptist Church
aù Delmar. 1o, that union three sor¡s were born:
Byron Marvil, W'alter Stuart and Gilbe'rt Mere-
dith. He is survived by Byron M. and \4fa1ter S.
His wife passed away in l942.and Giibert pre-
ceded her.

Elder Cubbage and his wife were' baptized by
Elder Whitely W. Meredith (then substituting for
Elder E. Rittenhouse who was physically unabtre
to be present) in 1902, and received into the Cow
Marsh Church after fhe baptism. He soon bega,n
speaking in prayer rneeting which was' still being
held in that locality, and he was ordained to the
ministry in 1904.

In 1945 and 1946 he underwent surgical opera-
tions from which his n€rvous system did not re-
cover, and his ftrouse of clay continued graduailiy
but steadily falling down until Septe'mber 1950
he was stricke,n with a cerebral hemorrhage and
taken to úhe, hospital unconscious. He remained
unconscior¡s most of the time until he passed
away October 1. Only twice he tried to speak but
could not articulate. The second time, Sept. 12,
he reached out his hand in greeting and his grip
was, firm. Although he could no't convey thought
by speech it is .a comfort to recall the expression
of love and appreciation as he looked at us, and
that he was calm anc{" undistressed as he lay
there waiting his Master's time. "God moves in a
rnysterious way his wonders to perfo'rrn." .\ühaú
part of God's great purpose required tlraû twenty-
nine days of hovering between time and eternity
we do, not, and will not know, unless God sees
fit to reveal i! for revealed things belong to man,
hidden things belong to God. Let us humbly
leave,-ilt in h,is keeping, taking comfort in the
belief that twhatsoever his. purporse; it has been,
or will be glorio'usly performed.

Elder Cubbage \À/as a descendant of Job M'ere-
dith, .Sr., who, cawre from Wales with several
brothers; and who, with some of his brothers
and some other Baptis'ts constituted the Cow
Marsh Church in July 1781. He was also a des-
cendanú of Job Meredith, Jr., who was one of
the First ónes baptized at Cow Marsh, and who
gave the first acre of ground upon which the
meeting-house was built. In Christian love.

(Miss) BERTHA M. FRASER
Sister Bertha has written so beauúifully, the

memoriam o'f our bêloved Elder and Pastor. I cân
only heartily endorse all ,she has said of him as
a man, and as a minister of the gospel of Christ.

His body was laid in the, cemetery surrounding
the church buildin,g of Jrris ancestors, and among
whom he had loved and associated his entire life
in a most godly manner, that showed himself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed. Text used at the iuneral, 2 Timothy
4: 6-8. God bless and comfort all who mourn his
passing.

(Elder) C. E. BEMON

The Lord in his infinite, wisdorn saw fit to call
from our midst; our precious sister and mother i¡
Israe'I, Sister MAGGIE WATSON, who was born in
Calhoun Co., Ark., March 2, 1864. She was left an
crþhran at the age of four, and reared by Elder R.
N. Rice in BradJey Co. Sept. L7,1879 she' was mar-
ried to Brother rtrilliam Levy Watson of Calhoun
Co,., Ark., near the old Dob Post Offioe, where,mail
u'as broiught from Pine Bluff, Ark. on horseback,
enroute to, Cam.den,,,Ark. This community is now
known as Watson Town where Sister'Watson made
her home for nearly seventy-two'years, near Tins-
man, Ark. To this union eleven. child-ren were born
of which th.ree prececied her' in death. There are
ei$h't grandchildren an,d fhree great-grandchildr,en.
Her husband passed aw'ay Sept. 7, 1907, leaving
her a lvidow fo,r more than forty-three years.
She is survived by eight children. Five sonrs: rff'.
R. Watson, Ilampton, Ark., Frank, Rufus, Ray
and Deacon Ross Watson a,1! of linsman, Ark.;
three daughters, Mrs. Joe Brown, Tinsman, Mrs.
Effie Hopper, Lake Village, Mrs. O. B. Johnston,
Harnpton. There are thirty-five grandchildren,
forty-one great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild, a total of eight¡r-five.

She united with 'rühite Water Primitive Bap-
tist Chrurch in Dec. 1909, and remained a faithfuI
me,mber for nearly forty-two years. Sister 'W-at-

son wâs highly esteemed by the br.ethren, sisters
a,nc1 friends. She was strorng in the faith, well
established in the doctrine, and faithful and true
to her church family and friends until her deetl-r
occurred at the. home of her daughter, Mrs. Joe
Bowen, Tinsman, Ark., making frrer stay. on earth
86 years, lL months and 28 days.

Our hearts are saddenecl by her ' pass,ing yet
re,joicing in the spirit in the realization that she
is better off than we. She being at rest and
peace, lvaúting for the time of the resurrection
when the saints shall arise frorn the to,mb in the
glorified irnage' of Christ forever to bask .in the
sr,rnlight of Godls eternal love on the sunny banks
of sweet deliverance through Christ the redeemeÌ'
of all saints. Amen.

Funeral servrices ,¡'ere conducted by the trn-
worthy writer, Elder lV. W. Taylor, assisted by
Eld.er R. Vü. Rhodes ancl Elder W. A. Speer,
March 1, 1951 at the Watson Cêmetery in het
horne community. (Elcler) \M. IM. TAYLOR
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SALUTATION

On March gth, 1951, I was aPPointed
editor of the Signs Of The Times, Inc''
by the board of trustees' This board
was apPointed bY Elder R' L' Dodson
to carry on the work of publishing the
Signs after his death. The Signs was

incorporated, as a non-proflt corpora-
tion and belongs to the Old School Bap-
tist.

I approach this work with fear and

trembling. I do not feel caPable to
carry on the work that has been as-

signed to me. MaY he who makes no

mistake be mY guide is mY humble de-

sire, and the paper continue on the same

high standard it has in the Past'
Our readers are invited to write for

the paper when they âre so directed'
Your support is solicited in getting new
su,bscribers, and circulating the paper
among the brethren, and friends'

May you dear reader be given to PraY
that the paper will continue to go forth
as a periodical worthY of the narne

"Signs Of The Tintes," devoted to the
Old School BaPtist cause'

Deacon CYrus Risler, of the Old

School BaPtist church of New York,
together with his wife, have been get-

ting out the PaPer for manY months'
They deserve much credit for their un-
tiring efforts in getting out the paper,
and I am sure the many readers appre-
ciate their good work.

I am favored to have an assistant
Editor, Elder John D. Wood, who is well
known among our PeoPle, I am sure

951 No.7

he will be of much service to me'

Our policy shall be to continue the

paper, as Published bY our deceased

Editor, Elder R. Lester Dodson; To

allow our brethren to freely express

themselves through the paper, so long

as there is manifested a brotherly spirit'
and the sentiment expressed is in accord

with the principles "|Î;iä"NGLER
**t:

The personal experience of Elder GiI-

bert Beebe, founder of Th'e Si'gns of The

Times.
Repu,blished from APril 30th' 1834

issue of the Signs.
We are acquainted with an individual

whose history we will give in the fol-
Iowing words:

He was, like all the race of which
he is a member, conceived in sin' and

shapen in iniquitY. He was born in
the Eastern part of the State of Con-

necticut. He was a religionist from
his birth, Yet an enemy to God' and a

stranger to Grace during the frrst seven

years of his natural life; for he was

alive before the commandment came'

He had at this Period been taught to
say his Prayers, but had never been

taught to PraY; he had made some

progress in the Westminster Catechism'
and in short, as touching the religion
of the Pharisees, he excelled many of
his equals. It would have terrified him
exceedingly to have gone to bed at night
without counterbalancing all the sins of
the day by a repetition of his forms of
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worship; but on all ocþasjons, when he
had '"paid his vows,"Ìhe,had peaee of-
ferings at home. Up to about this period
of life he was led to-.snppose that, as
touching the righteousness of the law
he was blameless..! We cannot clescribe
to our readers the mortification ancl dis_
appointment of this young lad, when
being suddenly arrested by an aïrow
from the quiver of the Lord, he was
summoned to stand before the dreadful
bar of divine justice, and give the rea_
son, if any he had, why the tremendous
ñentence of the law of Gocl should not
be executed upon his guilty soui.
, Great was his consternation when he

cast- his eager glance around in search
of those fancied treasur,es of personal
holiness which he hacl believecl himself
to be in possession of. Alas, his strong_
hold failed him in this very critical
tnoment, he felt he was ruined. But
Iike Edom he said ,,I am impoverished,
but I will return and ,build again my
waste places.', Great were his efforts,
his labors, toils and pains to mencl
again that holy law which he had
broken. He would have prayed, but
he could no longer view the great, the
dreadful God as a being that might be
triflecl with, or pacifled by what he could
do. He struggled, ,but the harder he
struggled the deeper he seemed to be
involved in a horrible pit,. and in mirl'
clay. These exercises continued for.
many days and weeks. Sometimes he
meditated a retreat from this awful
wretched state, but whither could he
flee ? If on the wings of the morning
he should fly to the uttermost sea, God
was there, everywhere present, behold-
ing the evil and the good; there could
be no retreating from Gocl, before
whose flaming "y.r ail things are naked
and open.

At Iength the day seemed to arrive
when the dreaclful sentence sf the in-

exorable law of God must be put in exe-
cution. Now blackness and darkness
and tempests gathered around his
frightened soul. Hell yawned before
him; justice stood with upliftecl arm,
and the flaming sword pf vengeance
was drawn' from its scabbard, ancl
brandished over his guilty head. The
books were ,brought. The arch âccuser
was also there, and what was to him
more clreadful still than all, the piercing
eyes of God brought the black crimes
of years to light, and what had been
transacted in midnight clarkness was
now exposed upon the housetop. Chillecl
thus with horroï, and pressed down to
death with intense despair, remorse,gnilt and keen anguish throbbing in his
breast: tell us, dear reader, did he need
an anxious ,bench, or knives, or lancets,
to secnr,e his conviction? Or woulcl it
have comforted him to have been in_
formecl by some Universalist that there
was no hell, when the very pains of hellgot hold of him ? As well mi,ght he be
told, when writhing on a bed of embers,
that there was no heat in flre. The
spell of such delusion was now broken.
The spirit had now moved upon the
face of the great deep of his inmost souJ
and although all had been without form
and voicl, yet God hacl saicl, let there belight; and light broke in upon him;
and in this light, that heart which he
had thought was a temple meet for thc
Holy Ghost to dwell in, wås now mani_
festly the habitation of dragons, of
every unclean and hateful bird. It was
thus, when in or about his seventh
year, he went to a distant barn, nncler
an impression like that expressed by
the poet:

"f can but perish if I go,
I am resolved to try;
or if I stay away, I know
I must forever die,"
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He fell upon his bended knees, but
he could not pray; a rustling leaf, a
turning straw, frightened his guilty
soul, and chained his speechless tongue;
awful apprehensions and fearful fore-
bodrn,gs pursued him back to his cham-
ber, when despairing of mercy he threw
hrmself upon a bed to die and meet his
rrery doom. Worn out with labor auo
want of rest, nature sank beneath the
load, and he fell into a sleep. Uncon-
scious of what passed while sleeping, he
awoke himself singing these words:
"Iiow glorious is our heavenly king,

Who reigns above the sky;
ÊIow shall a child presume to sing

His dreadful majesty?"
He seemed indeed in a new world, his

ioao of guilt and sin were gone, the love
oÍ God shed abroad in his heart.

"His tongue broke out in unknown
sirains and sang surprising Grace."

At the age of eleven years and four
weeks, on the second SundaY in lfe-
cemþer, 18J-1, he was permitted to be

burted with his precious Lorci in Bap-
rism, Ìn the river Thames, in the city of
I\-orwrch, Connecticut, by trlder J ohn
örerry, who has since fallen asleep.

Arter lernaining eight years â me'm-
-ber' or the Baptist church in Norwich,
he removed his relations to the church
in the city of New York, then undel
rhe pastoral care of that champion for
the truth, Elder Jonathan Van Velsen,
who also has fallen asleep. While a
member of the E,benezer church in New
York, the subject of our narrative,
when in his twentietltyear, was licensed
to preach the gospel. The peculiar cir-
cumstances of his call to the work of
the ministry our present limits will not
admit. Let it suffice to say, that being
experimentally, he could not help being
doctrinally a predestinarian. For more
tlian fourteen years he has been lisping

the name of Jesus with such abilities
as the Lord has been pleased to 'bestow,
without any of the polish of Gameliel's
school; and although it has been his
privilege to suffer some persecution, yet
he has not resisted unto blood, strivin,g
against sin. He flnds by everY daY's
experience that he is a sinner yet, his
nature is still as evil as it ever was.
"To will is present with me, but how to
perform that which is good, I find not."
He is still the chief of sinners, and if
a saint, the least of all.

Denton, Ky.
Elder J. S. Murphy, Elkins, W. Va.

Dpan BnotHpn Munpny: I feel very
unworthy to address you as brother,
yet I hope I have that same love for
you that the beloved apostle had when
he said, "We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love
the brethren." That is a thing that
gives me much comfort for it is one
thing I am sure about. Whether I am
one or not I love them for some cause,
and if it is not for that cause I do not
know why it is so. "Behold, what man-
ner of love the Father hath krestowed
upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God: therefore the world know-
eth us not, because it knew him not.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for
r,ve shall see Him as He is." The time
with you ald me, Brother Murphy, is
drawing nigh when we will leave this
troublesome world. Our silvery hairs
wiil soon be silent in the tomb. That is
a. sad thought in nature. Nature
dreads the thor"ight, but the spirit re-
joices in the blessed thought of being
c othed upon with that house which is
from heaven, or above, or in other
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words where in spirit we rejoice in
that thought. I feel that it will be me,
myself, that will be raised from the
dead. The scriptures, if I know any-
thing about them, emphatically teach
that it is the dead that are raised, and if
there is anything except the body of
man that is dead or dies I do not know
what it is. \Me have no account that
the spirit or soul dies. The apostle
Paul says, "For I reckon that the suf-
ferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us. For the
earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God. For the creature was
made subject to vanity, not willingly,
but by reason of him who hath subjected
the same in hope. Because the creature
itself also shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God." Rom.
8: 18-21. The apostle says the creature
itself, not just something about it. The
same apostle says in another place, "It
is sown in corruption; it is raised in in-
corruption." The apostle is saying that
the same it that is sown in corruption
is raised in incorruption, that is if I
know anything about the meaning of
language. The creature meaning a
created living thin,g, which the scrip-
tures say was made subject to vanity,
or subjected to vanity. I do not recall
that a spirit is ever called a creatlire
or that it was ever made subject to
vanity; but the creature was made sub-
ject to become prond, deceitful and
empty of all goocl, born in corruption.
So this vanity shall follow the creature
to the grave. "And it was revealed in
mine ears by the Lord of hosts, Sureìy
this iniquity shall not be purgecì from
you till ye die, saith the Lord God of
hosts." Isa. 22:14. When blessed in
the spirit we look forward with joy for

bire time when we shall be purged from
íniquity and corruption of this vile bocìy
and be made like Christ's glorious body.
The apostle says, "For we know that
the whole creation groaneth and travail-
cth in pain together until now. And
not only they, but ourselves aìso, which
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves rgÍoâr1 within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
reclemption of our body." Rom. B :22-22.
The same apostle says, "But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the clead dwell in you, he that raised
up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his spirit
that dwelleth in you." Rom. 8:11. He
also again says, "And the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thes. 5:28.
"What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's." 1 Cor. 19-20. ,,Therefore,
let no man glory in men. F or all things
are yoLtrs. t' '+ )k And ye are Christ's;
and Christ is God's."

These are indeed ,blessed thou,ghts.
It is I, myself, that feel I need reclemp-
tion from the bond of corruption. I
also feel that the above scripture is
sufficient to prove tha;b it is the man
that is redeemed for that blessed spirit
of Christ was never lost. It was .the
man that God created in his image and
formed of the dust of the ground and
placed in the garden; and he said their
name shalÌ be called Adam in the clay
that he created them male and female
and blessed them saying, ,,Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it," and have dominion over
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all of his creation. It was not just a

spirit that he created for a spirit is
,r"ith"" male nor female; so it mus"

have been of this created and formecl

family of Adam that he made choice

of a defrnite number which was chosen

in Christ, to create within them the

spirit of his Son and to redeem them
from the bondage of corruption which
they by transgression fell into; it was

this man that was created and formed
from the dust of the ground that he
gave the law to, not a sPirit' It was
that man that trans,gressed that law;
it was the same man that suffered the
conseqllences of that violated law; he

was the man that died and was cast
out of the garden; it was he that be-

came dead in tresPasses and sin, and
became totally passive and alienated
from God in a lost condition and de-
prived of all ability to make one step
back to God. He lost all communica-
tion and knowledge of God; he sold him-
self for nought and had nothing what-
ever to restore or redeem himself with.
Now if he ever has anY communion or
knowledge of God he must be recreatecl
or reg€nerated and ,born again, again
means a second time. "Jesus answered
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born a,gain,
he cannot see the kingdom of God."

So we see that Jesus saYs a man.
If there is anything else called a màn
except that which God created and
formed of the dust, or ground, I do
not know what it is. The first birth
gives knowledge of the earth and
earthly things, the second birth gives
knowledge of heaven and heavenly
thin,gs. We do not think that the spirit-
ual birth changes the carnality or na-
bure, but in the last birth he is given
a spiritual mind which leads in a dif-
ferent direction from the carnal mind.
Many things that he once loved with

the carnal mind, he now hates with the

spiritual mind as he was then rich,
proud and boastful' Now he is Poor,
humble and a beggar; before he hated
the humble saints of the blessed God;
now he loves them with that love of
God which is shed abroad in the heart';
before he felt to be as good if indeed
not better than any man; norry he feels
to be the most wretched man of all the
earth; before he stood upright and said,
as he thought to God, I am not unjust, I
am not an extortioner, I pay tithes of all
I possess, I fast twice a, week. The only
thing that he thanked God for was that
he was better than other men. The
above is a description of man in his first
birth, but how different is his second
birth. He feels that he is standing afar
off, and feels unworthy of looking to-
ward heaven or even opening his eyes.
And as I see the tears running down
his cheeks almost in a stream he smote
his breast with his hand saying, "Gocl
be merciful to me a sinner." It is I
that is suffering, it is I that is hoping,
it is I that is longing, it is I that is
waiting. \Mill I be disappointed? I am
not hoping or desiring to be raised nat-
ural with a natural body as I am here,
but my hope is that I, myself, will be
changed and made spiritual. I do not
think God will disturb the old earth in
bringing us Lrp. He will only call and
we will come forth as Job says, "Thou
shalt call, and I will answer thee." The
grave that is spoken of in the scripture
does not, as I think, mean a hole in the
earbh all the time, but is a grave of
d,eath which is the last enemy to be
conquered. "So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal must pttt on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is thy sting ?

O grave, where is thy victory?" 1 Cor.
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75: 54-55. David said, "I shall be sat-
isfied, when I awake, with thy likeness."
"We know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is." It is enough, Your
brother in tribulations and hope.

H. L. ROGERS

THE MIRACLE AT BETHESDA'S
POOL

John 5: 1-8
The miraculous healinc by Jesus at

Bethesda's pool of a rnan helpless for'
thirty-eight years possesses typical sig-
nificance in the redemptive work of
Christ in the gospel dispensation. The
typology of scripture is not impaired
by the fact that all types must neces-
sarily fall somewhat short of their
antitypes. This miracle was performed
when Jesus attended a feast at Jerusa-
lem, which seems by implication to have
been that of the feast of Pentecost, one
of the three great annual feasts which
every male Jew was obli,ged to attend
at Jerusalem, respectively the feast of
Passover, the feast of Pentecost, and
the feast of Tabernacles.

The feast of Pentecost under the law
dispensation came just fifty days after
the Passover lamb was slain, and the
Holy Ghost descended at Pentecost just
fifty days after the crucifixion of Christ,
the true Passover lamb, when the vis-
ible gospel church was estabtrished at
Jerusalem, when the hearts of those con-
verted there were troubled by the word
of the Lord as the Holy Spirit wrought
upon them. They believed, confessed,
and were baptized. AII believers must
be troubled by the angel of the Lord's
presence before they can know Christ
savingly. At Bethesda's pool an angel
came at a certain season and troubled
the water and whosoeverwas able first
to get into ihe waterwa$ made whole

of his disease. All of the diseased peo-
ple evidently could not comply with the
necessary condition and receive healing.
The helpless in nature must remain
without help just as people dead in tres-
passes and sins must remain in their
hopeless state so far as self aid or
human help is concerned.

Water is often used in scripture to
represent the word of God which must
be applied by the Holy Spirit in the
work of the washing and regeneration
of lost sinners. The water at Bethes-
da's pool had no healing virtues unless
flrst troubled by an angel. The word
of God has no experimental saving
value until the sinner is tro,ubled by the
angel of the Lord's presence. Unless a
man be born of water', that is, the word
of God, and of the Spirit he can not see
the kingdom of God. The word of faith
must be applied to the quickened sinner
in his experience, and a soul must first
know trouble because of sin before it
can know the peace of God.

It is the work of God in the Trinity
that the individual believes upon the son
of God. The feast of Passover typifies
the redemptive work of Christ the son;
the feast of Pentecost signifies the of-
fice of the Holy Ghost in quickening
dead sinners into spiritual life and mani-
festing their salvation; the feast of
Tabernacles adumbrates the work of
God the Father in predestinating all
things and in the gift of his son by
which God tabernacles in man through
the work of his son on earth and in
heaven and through the work of the
Holy Spirit in man here and his inter-
ccssory work in heaven.

In considering the healing of the im-
potent man at Bethesda's pool, it is to
be noted that this pool had flve porches
of appproach. No one could reach the
pool except by passing under one of
these porches which represent the flve
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books of Moses known as the law. The
justice of God is revealed by the law,
but there is no manifestation of mercy
in it for it was a ministration of death,
written and engraven on stones, and
could only exact obedience to all its
precepts as it testifled to the righteous-
ness of God and brought terror to the
guilty conscience because of failure to
render full obedience. Law is necessary
to manifest the sin that is in man before
grace can manifest the love and right-
eousness and mercy of God in salvation.
By the law the sinner is slain and ren-
deled spiritually as þelpless as the im-
potent man was physically at Bethesda's
pool. The word Bethesda means house
of mercy and may well symbolize the
church as the house of mercy for all
helpless and penitent sinners to whorn
Jesus comes as the helper of the helpless
as he did to this poor invalid under
consideration. Bethesda was a sheep
rnarket and doubtless sheep used for
sacrificial purposes were washed there.
The word also has reference to a sheep
gate, and Jesus is the door or gate
through which all the sheep of God
purchased by the blood of Christ must
pass before they can feed in the gospel
pasture.

The helplessness of a condemned sin-
ner to save himself is typically set forth
by the statement that under the porches
of this pool lay a ,great multitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,
waiting for the moving of the water by
an angel that came at a cettain season
and troubled it. The invalids under
these porches or near the pool had no
power to hasten the appearance of the
angel any more than a child of God has
to bring about the work of the Holy
Spirit. The blindness of the afflicted
ones represents lack of spiritual sight to
discern Jesus and the way of salvation.
The numerous impotent people men-

tioned emphasize the inability of the un-
quickened sinner to, exercise spiritual
life or accomplish his own spiritual
birth. They were by nature just as
helpless to earn a nabural living as the
Lord's people are spiritually unable to
deliver themselves. Salvation of the
cleature by any effort of his own is
therefore an utter impossibility.

The subject of this article had lain
thirty-eight years on a portabìe bed
without receiving physical help or cure.
This was the time in length of years
that the Israelites occupied in journey-
ing from Mount Sinai to Jordan in
which they were homeless in the wild-
erness, unable to care for themselves
and dependent upon food and water
miraculously provided before they en-
tered the promised land. But in due
time deliverance came to them and they
passed over into Canaan. For upwards
of two thousand years the Jews \¡/ere a
scattered people in the wilderness of
this world without a home nationally
and without a temple, helplessly wait-
ing for a Messiah that has not come un-
to them in the manner they ;believed to
accomplish their expectations. But now
prophecy is being fulfllled as set forth
in the scriptures and Israel has again
become a nation. There is much yet to
be fulfilled regarding the Jew. He is
returning in unbelief as far as the
Christ of the scriptures is concerned,
but when the fullness of the Gentiles
shall have come in, all the Jews that be-
Ion,g to the Israel of our God will believe
savingly on the Lord Jesus Christ and
acknowledge him as the true Messiah.
This is prophetically set forth in the
thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel, when
all the dry bones seen in that wonderful
vision representing the whole house of
Israel, lay scattered in the midst of a
valley and were very dry and dead. But
all these bones came together, each in
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its proper place and flesh came upon
them, but at first there was no breath
in them. Breath here signifies the
Spirit of God, for at the command of
the Lord, breath typifying spiritr"ral life
came from the four winds and they
lived and the spirit of the Lord was in
them, and they recognized the work of
God. Through the work of the Holy
Spirit the called of Jesus Christ among
the Jews in the four quarters of the
earth will in the restoration believe in
Jesus. As Jesus came to the impotent
man and restored him, so wiÌl he come
to helpless Israel when the appointed
time comes.

In the eleventh chapter of Romans
Paul says of the Jews: "Ancl they also,
if they abide not still in r-rnbelief, shall
be graffed in: for God is able to graff
them in again. For if thou wert cut ont
of the olive tree which is wild by nature,
and wert graffed contrary to nature into
a good olive tree: how much more shall
these, which be the natural branches,
be graffed into their own olive tree. For
I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignòrant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits;
that blindness in part is happened to
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in."

But in dealing with Israel we must
not forget that Israel nnder the law dis-
pensation typifles the church of the
gospel dispensation. As Christ will
come savingly to the saved of Israel as
he came to the helpless cripple at Be-
thêsda's pool, he will come to every be-
Iiever. Jesus did not converse with any
other invalids at Bethesda's pool nor
heal any o¡ther of the afflicted ones there.
Nor is it recorded that on this occasion
that à:ny of the other helpless ones
reached the pool. The man whom Jesus
approached in mercy replied that he had
no man to put him into the water, in

)

other words, that he was helpless. This
is the condition of every poor sr"rbject
of grace to whom the Lord reveals his
salvation and ministers a spiritual cure.
The man who was cured by the word
and power of God was waiting for the
troubling of the water. We do not re-
ceive Jesus until our consciences have
been troubled because of sin. This man
did not know Jesus when he first saw
him and was curecl. The Jews who re-
turn to Palestine will not know Jesus
urntil he is revealed to them. This marr
later confessed that Jesus was the
Christ.

We see in the cure of the lame ma:n a
mark of distinguishing and sovereign
,grace. None of the other helpless ones
mentioned under the porches who de-
pended upon themselves or other human
means received restoration to heatth.
There was a confession of utter impo-
tency in the reply to the question asked
by Jesus, that no man could give him
aid. Jesus told him to rise and take
np his bed and walk which command
was instantly obeyed, in which we see
the experience of a saved sinner. The
becì represents the body of flesh, the
natural man with whom he lived and
walked and slept. We carry a body of
cìeath from which none but Jesus can
deliver us. Before the man could walk,
he must rise. So the child of God rises
to newness of life before he walks after
the spirit by which he mortifles the
deeds of the body. We also note that
there appeared no natural reason why
Christ singled out this one person as a
recepient of divine mercy. The man
before he was healed did not approach
Jesns, but Christ took the initiative ancl
came to the man. This proves that sal-
vation is of the Lord and not of man.

The miracle of healing the paralyzed
man occurred on the sab,bath day, show-
ing in flgure that the Lord's people find
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themselves cured on the gospel sabbath
of the disease of sin with its terrible
penalty and enter into that rest that
-r'emains to the people of God, Jesus hav-
rng finished the work of salvation for
unem for time and for eternitY. We
rearl, Lhat later on the man whom Jesus
healed was found in the temPle and
that the enmity of the Jews had been
aroused against Jesus. After the heal-
in,g balm of God's grace has been ap-
phed to sin-sick souls, they are found
rn the church, the anti-type of the tem-
ple, and the enmity of the world is
against them. But thanks be to God,
they have the victory through Jesus
Christ.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLO\ryS

'F*r:
Route 1, Box 2440, MatYsville, Cal.

Deur Readers of the Si'gns of the Times:

By request as well as a Personal de-
sire, which we hope is not prompted by
the flesh, we are giving an account of
some meetings among the Predestinar-
ian Baptists of the Pacifrc Coast, and
especially those of our little church lo-
cated at Sacramento, Cal.

On the first SundaY in November,
1950, our church was organized and we
wele made to feel that the mighty hand
of an all wise God of love and purpose
had krrought us together. Though we
are few in number it seemed that the
good Lord passed this way and removed
every obstacie. The church chose Elder
Seth Bynum as Pastor. We feel that
the Lord has wonderfully blessed him
rn the knowledge of the truth.

Elder C. H. Byrd, of Panama CitY,
Fla., was with us at the JanuarY and
March meetings. His text at our last
meeting was "Come and see," and every
one present seemed to rejoice in the
Lord. In the afternoon two Deacons

were ord.ained, brethren Hammons and
Echols. Elder C. H. BYrd was chosen
moderator of the Presbytery, and Elder
T. R. Jefferson, clerk. Elder Byrd de-

livered the charge, and Elder Jefferson
offered ptayeY, Elder Bynum acted as

spokesman. trVe feel that the dear Lord
has wonderfully blessed the church with
these two Deacons.

On Monday night following our meet-
in,g we were invited to hold services at
the home of Mrs. Marion Br-ooks at
Chico, Cal. This dear old sister in
Christ is seventy-six years old and had
never heard an Old Baptist preach. Her
Bible and t]ne Si,gns of the T'imes are
her reading matter. Elder Dodson had
written her several letters and she treas-
ures them very highly. She wrote her
exÞe1¡ence in a letter to Elder Dodson
in 1943 and it was published in May
issue that yeâr. Elder Byrd wâs
blessed to bring her and others present
the good news from "Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel." This
old soul seemed to enjoy every word and
she has invited us to come again. In
hope.

(Etder) T. R. JEFFERSON

*{.*
3347 Tutwiler, Memphis, Tenn.

Dp,ln BnptHREN: It is with fearfulness
I address you or call the Sí'gns of the
T'im,es our paper, nevertheless I hope I
will always be blessed to receive it and
have it coming to my home as long as I
live for in its pages my experience I
hope is written from all parts of the
world. Yes, my dark and gloomy days
are told, also the times of joy and sweet,
meditation. The scriptures are so beau-
tifutly set forth and explained; the
great work He performed, the riches of ;

his grace is so sweetly told by those
who are gifted to do so. Our Lord gave
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gifts unto men. Some are gifted in
preaching, others in prayer and others
in singing; some with deep understand-
ing and meekness and kindness are al-
ways ready to hold up the feeble knees
as much as in them is; while some are
gifted to watch over the care and needs
of the church and see that such things
are taken care of. It is so pleasant and
comforting when we are enabled to view
the great preparation God made for his
people while traveling this low ground
of sin and sorrow. Had it not been for
his keeping po\ryer, Iove and mercy ilris
poor one would have been swept off this
earth long ago. I hope I have been
killed and made alive, if not my hope is
in vain, but oh my soul, there are times
when we feel to view our whole life in a
moment, and feel to say we know our
Redeemer liveth. Most of my time seems
so long and full of darkness and sin
until I wonder why my life has been
spared. I feel so fearful that yet I will
feel the awful stroke of God's anger.
We, such helpless creatures, cannot do
one thing to help ourselves, standing be-
fore a just and holy God. The awful
weight of such feelings only those know
who are brought through such flery
trials for no, one will voluntarily sub-
ject themselves to it; but the joy and
sweet peace of a child when the storm
is over, and we feel the warmth of God's
love flowing into our hearts, joy un-
speakable is then felt, and sweet worcls
of love singing to our Beloved; our
minds are taken from the cares of this
life and centered on Jesus, the one alto-
gether lovely; love fllls us to overflow-
ing and goes out to our brothers and
sisters far and near, we feel to encircle
them in our very arms of love, though
they be miles away; we feel to be lost
in amazement and love that passeth
understanding it is so marvelous.

Then these seasons soon fade awùy,
and so quickly sometimes we wonder at
the sudden change and think am I los-
ing my mind? So short a time ago all
seemed well with me. I feel in these
pleasant times I can go on a long time in
the strength of it and it does prove suf-
licient to keep me. We cannot go back
to the flesh pots of earlier days r,vhere
we fared sumptuously every day, but we
do want to ,go back where we could view
the handiwork of God. We long to press
on to the prize of the high calling where
all is joy, peace and love, but so sud-
denly we lose sight of it all and flnd
ourselves unable to think a good thought
and darkness hovers around us. We
are afraid it was only imagination aird
would go back where our souls were at
ease but cannot.

I enjoyed the article on "The rich man
and Lazarus," I never had gotten that
picture before and it was good. How
wonderful indeed God fixed everything
for the good of his children. Not one
thing left undone, but all macle sure in
his wills and shalls. So,me find so many
things to do for the Lord until their
entire time is taken up raising funds
for their great work. One asked the
Lord at one time, "What shall we do,
that we might work the works of God?
Jesus answered and said unto them,
This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath sent." In another
place he said, ye have seen and believed,
but more blessed is he that hath not seen
and yet believe.

We enjoy the whole paper and espe-
cially the editorials. We have heard
trlders Lambert and Griffin preach and
hope Elder Spangler will have a mind
to come. We looked for him once but
he was hindered. The many priviloges
along the way aye so sweet and com-
forting. Such as being setfled where
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we get to attend services each month,
and sometimes we are blessed with vis-
iting brethren in between for which
we hope we are thankful, and doubly
thankful for our little church and our
þeloved Pastor whom we feel is a won-
derrul gift to us. We desire to be kept
by the po\¡/er of God that we remain in
peace one with another as long as we
iive, and that we will feel to realize the
sweet effect of His promise "where two
or three are gathered together in my
tìame, there am I in the midst of them."
Remember me when at the throne of
grace, and may the dear old Szgru be
carried on for many years to come in
honor and glory to our blessed Lord.
In love of the truth.

(Mrs.) LUTHER CAIVIPBIILL

l-896, and have read it regularly since
1916. I also have taken the Old Faith
Contender since 1933. I was reared by
Oid Baptist parents but as you probably
know that does not make one an OId
Baptist. I went the way of the prodigal
son and hired myself out to the taskmas-
ters; tried to feed the swine and lived
on husks for several y'ears until, I hope,
tne Lord arose with healing in his wings
and revealed himself to me as my Sav-
ior. Since that time I have never lusted
after the flesh pots of Egypt, but have
been fully persuaded that he is able to
keep that which I have committed unto
him against that day. Sin is ever pres-
ent with me and I am as prone to sin
as the sparks are to fly upward, but my
hope is that Jesus is my mediator and
advocate and that

"He has paid it all,
AII to him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow."

The church at Mud Creek, near Hick-
man, used to have a dearly beloved,
Sister Stafford as a member. After the
Mud Creek Church was disbanded she
moved her membership to Boaz Chap-
pell, two miles east of Felton, Ky. Are
¡rou related to her husband? I moved
to Trenton from Memphis last July,
purchasing a business here, but I have
been so discouraged with the business
that I have not been able to'go any-
where to church this summer. I want
to go to Cane Creek over near Rives to
meeting next fourth Sunday if I can. If
you want to hear the old line preaching
you will hear it at Cane Creek.

When I am passing through Green-
field and have time to look you up I
would like to meet you. In the mean-
time may the grace of God that bringeth
salvation, rest upon each ,and every one
who calls upon his name according to

* rS

Trenton, Tenn.
Mr. W. F. Stafford, Greenfield, Tenn.
Dn¿.n FnrpNn: This belatedly acknowl-
ed,ges your very nice letter sent to me
in which you express your thanks for
the recent article published in the SigTLS.
Naturally I am glad and encouraged
that our Lord enabled me to write any-
thing that is any encourag:ement or
comiort to the household of faith, but
my chief joy is not that I have written
anything acceptable, but that I am en-
couraged to hope that my name is writ-
ten in heaven. Therefore, if there is
any praise or glory derived from the
article the praise and glory all belong
to him who doeth all things well. I am
not a minister, neither am I worthy of
that exalted office. I am a member of
the sect that is everywhere spoken
against. My membership is with the old
order of Baptists, and is with the church
in Memphis.

Speaking of the S'igns,I have been a
reader of the Si,gns more or less since
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his will. In bonds of Christian friend-
ship I am, unwor-thily yours.

H. M. BOWDtrN

cal,ion of those, especially, who are ttn-
able to meet with the saints in worship.
I desire to be associated with the humble
poor who claim no worthiness of their
own, and seek to worship God in spirit
and in truth. The prayer taught us by
our Lord should be evidence enough for
us to know to whom all the honor should
be given. "Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven. t' 'i' * ¡aor thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever." If we pray otherwise it is
ror naught, if we act otherwtse than
rendering to Him all honor, that is for
naught. Praise him for bestowing unto
us the knowledge of honoring him who
clred on the cross, and even in that hour
of suffering prayed for us unto the
.þ'ather.

'l'he grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with each one who contributes to the
Signs of the T'imes, and to all the house-
hold of faith in every nation, who have
been given a knowled'ge of the truth
as it is in Christ Jesus. Yours in hope
of eternal life beyond the grave.

(Mrs.) HENRY ROMAN

*
1168 Hieh Ave., Topeka, Kansas

SrcNs oF rHE TTMES, Dp¿.n Eorron: I
am enclosing remittance due on my sub-
scription. Sorry for the delay. I do
enjoy reading the dear old Signs which
s€ems to be the only Primitive Baptist
paper to have survived so long a period
of years.

We deeply regret the loss of Elder
Dodson, not only as Editor and pr-rb-
Iisher, but feel his death is a great loss
to the Baptists both far and near. It
was on€ time my happy privilege, years
ago, tc visit the church in New York
where he was Pastor, and hear him
speak, a pleasure which has ever re-
mained outstanding in.my memory. Our
deepest sympathies are extended to hirs
companion and son whose loss is indeed
great.

May it be the gracious will of Divine
Providence, wþo has seen flt to remove
him from our midst, to raise up those
who are able to carry on the work he so
long and faithfully performed to the
comfort and edification of the house-
hold of faith, and ,may we be given a
spirit of reconciliation in all things to
Him who is "too wise to err and too
good to be unkind." Unworthily,

(Mrs.) DtrLLA DAVIS
:*

Route 2, McDonough, Ga.

SIcNs oF THE Truns: Please renew my
subscription for another year. Many
times I feel one article is well worth the
price of the paper. I was saddened to
learn of the death of Elder Dodson. I
am truly thankful that the Sigrøs will
continue to be published for the edifl-

Box275, San Juan, Texas
Dpan SrcNS oF THE TrMES AND Asso-
cIATE EDIToRS: It is with a sad heart
I thus address you as I cannot address
our dear Brother Dodson any more. It
filis my heart with sadness to think he
has gone from us. He was so good to
me, a poor unl /orthy worm of the dust,
in sending me the good family paper,
Si.gns of thp Times, as a token of love
as I am financially unable to pay for it.
He surely 'was a man of God that we
believe is now enjoying the realities of
a better world. Though it makes us
sad to think his love and kindness has
ended here, we believe he is at rest and
his good works have gone on before him,
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and all his sins were forever put away
in Jesus Christ.

Dear people of God, when we believe
all is well when one has passed out of
this sin cursed world, we should rejoice
to think that they have gained the vic-
tory. Yes, he has fought a good flght
and now his trouble and suffering is
over ancl he is at rest.
"Asleep in Jesus ! blessed sleep,
From which none ever wake to weeP !

A ,calm and undisturbed repose,
Unbroken by the last of foes."
This beautiful hy,mn comes into mY

mind when I look for the last time on
earth at the departed one who has fallen
asleep in Jesus. We do hope and be-
Iieve that Gocl will provide one that will
take up where he Ìeft off in the publish-
ing of Llne Signs of tlt'e Ti,mes to the
honor of God, and to his people who look
forward to the Si,gns each month. It is
a source of comfort to me. I never lay
a paper down until I have read it
through, and I am careful to take care
of every one. I sometimes pass them
out to friends to read, but they always
return them to me. I know that you
who were associated with him âr€ sor:
rowful, but we weep not as though he
had no hope, but rather praise Him who
has kept him as the apple of his eye.

May God in his love and mercy guard
and guide us all to walk in the right
way, and may his richest blessings be
with us all we ask in Christ's nâme.

(Mrs.) J. B. REID
*

Box 154, Woodward, Iowa
KINI Fupxos: Enclosed you will find
check for two years subscription to the
dear old Signs of the Ti,mes. I had a
letter ready to mail when the announce-
ment came of Elder Dodson's passing.
It stunned me so and seemed such a loss
that I just could not collect my thoughts

enough to write anything about it. I
never had anything to upset me as much
in my life except the passing of my wife
three years ago. Since then I have not
been the same person. I seem to be so
alone and desolate. I go on alone and
forsaken by the world, and am glad it
is so for I would rather spend one mo-
ment in the presence of the Lord ancl
his people, than to enjoy the pleasures
of this world for a season.

I do not seem to know any of you
people as I did Elder Dodson, but I love
you and hope to get better acquainted
as time goes by. May the Lord gr,ride
and direct your mind and hearts to the
cause that the paper has stood for all
these many years. I have been reading
it since the Gospel Netus published by
Elder John Perkins of Mayfleld, Ky.,
was discontinued many yeârs ago. I see
no difference in it now and then. Yours
in a Precious hoPe' 

w. J. KIMB;.

AID FOR SENDING "SIGNS'' TO
INDIGENTS

Mrs. L. M. Beebe, N. Y. $25; J. F. Davis, La.,
$5; G. A. Paul, Ala., g2; N. Crawley, Ala., g2;
Miss V. M. Jones, N. Y., g7; Mrs. M. Simmons,
Tex., $4; W. E. Beene, Tex., g1; A. S. Rober-
son, N. C,,$2; J. T. Bratten, Md., $4.50.

A SYMBOLISM

More beautiful than robes of state
That kings and princes wear,

Of more import than thrones and crowns
Are roses in their leaf-laced gowns,

Whose fragrance is so rare;
More precious than the priceless gems
By monarchs worn, or diadems,
The lilies a.re the sweet elnblems

(The Scriptures so declare)
Of Christ's redeemed; no other thing,
Not even ancient Israel's l<ing,

In glory can compare.

(Elder) ARNOLD H, BELLOWS,
West Hurley, New York
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" And tl¿e nn"an so,id, The woman whom,
thou gu,aest to be tu'itlu me, she gafle
me of tlte tree, &nd I clid eut." Gen.
3:L2

"And the Lord God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I will
make him an help meet for him." The
Lord thought it not good that man, this
mâr1, should be alone. There were
ângels above, and brutes beneath, and
he between them; yet there being none
of the same nature with whom he could
converse. Therefore, "The Lord caus€d
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof: And
the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made he a \ryoman, and
brought her unto the man. And Adam
said, This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she \4/as taken out of
Man." Out of this rib taken from Adam
there was made of the same nature, but
of a different sex. This was necesËary

in order that man, as well as beast,
should multiply and replenish the earth.
"For the ,man is not of the woman; but
the woman of the man. Neither was
the man created for the \Ã/oman; but the
woman for the man." This perhaps, is
ar,gued as reason for the submissive-
ness, hu,mility, and modesty of that sex
in general, and particularly the subjec-
tion and reverence which rvives have to
their own husbands.

After Adam was formed and placed
in the garden, "The Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
but of the tree of the knowled,ge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die." But the serpent comes
up and said, "Yea, hath God said, Ye
shall not eat of every tree of the gar-
den? And the woman said unto the
serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: But the fruit of
the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat
of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye
die. And the serpent said unto the wo-
man, Ye shall not surely clie: For God
doth know that in the day ye eat there-
of, then your eyes shall be opened, and
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And when the woman saw that the
tree was 'good for foocl, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her; and he
did eat." Ever since that crooked ser-
pent was formed, men have been work-
ing, and I suppose in an earnest effort
too, to make straight that which God
made crooked; but thus far they have
not succeeded, for it is not in the power
of man to straighten that which Gad
h¿s crooked.

When the woman saw that the tree
lvas good for food, and that it was
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pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her; and
he did eat. If there is any one thing
on earth that men desire above another,
with possibly the exception of fllthy
lucre, it is wisdom. Eve desired this
wisdom, and this lust and desire is in
all of Adam's race. There is nothing
which binds men more to the power of
God, than introducing this fleshly wis-
dom into divine things. Eagerness in
Eve to possess and enjoy that which rvas
pleasant to the eyes, brought death upon
her. J,ames tells us, "Every rnan is
tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed. Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished bring-
eth forth death."

Now the question arises, what kind
of fruit was it of which Eve ate? Some
say it v/as ân apple, some one thing
and some another. Frankly, I do not
know the color, shape or form of the
tree, or its fruit, but I trust that I know
what this fruit represents. Paul says,
"For until the law sin was in the world:
but sin is not imputed when there is no
law. Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam Lo Moses, even over them that
had not sinned after the similitude of
Adam's trans,gression, who is the figure
of him that was to come." The law
stood in the midst of these three dis-'
pensations, just as the tree stood in the
midst of the garden. The tree of knowl-
edge of good and evil, then must repre-
sent the law; for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. Eve listening ancl
believing what the serpent said, instead
of what God said, manifested the lust
conceived in her; and thereby brought
sin into manifestation, the result of
which was death. Thus she gave Adam,
and brought him under the same sen-
tence with her, beçause she was bone

of his bone, and flesh of his flesh. God
gave Ada'm the woman to be with him,
not separated from him. "Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his
mcther, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh." Adam left
his maker and Father to be with his
bride, and to cleave unto the woman
whom God gave to be with him.

When this was done, the eyes of thern
both were opened. What eyes? Cer-
tainly not the eyes of the body; these
were open before, for every beast of the
field, and every fowl of the air were
brought unto Adam to see what he
would call them. He was not blind, and
the woman saw that the fruit was pleas-
ant to the eye, and it is o,bvious she was
not blind. But they did not see the folly
of transgression, and themselves naked
before God, until there had been an
opening of the eye within, and felt a
disorder in their own soul of which
they had never before been conscious.
They were in no worse condition after
their eyes were open than they were be-
fore, they were no more naked before
God than they were before, but by the
opening of their eyes they could see
that which they had tìever seen before;
and felt something they had never felt
before.

I have heard it said that God made
man in the likeness of himself, and that
he (Adam) should not have followed
Eve into the transgression, but let her
go her own way. I will not speculate
upon what would have taken place if
Adam had not gone with his bride into
the transgression, but he certainly
would not have been a figure of Him
that was to come. The man, the wo-
man, and the serpent were arraigned be-
fore their maker to receive their re-
spective judgments, and after they
had ,been pronounced, God said, "Be-
hold, the man is become as one of us,
to know good and evil¡ end noq ]eÊt he
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put forth his hand, and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live forever:
Therefore the Lord God sent hi,m forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the
ground from whence he was taken."
After the trans,gression, "God said, Be-
hold, the man is become as one of us."
Here we see the figure complete as a
type, or a flgure of Him that was to
come, which was the one of us referred
to. He was driven from the garden, and
forbidden by divine decree to return;
and put forth his hand and take of the
tree of Ìife; ancl this decree has never
been repealed.

Adam received fro'm the'woman, who
was deceived by the serpent, that
which br:ought him under the law with
her. So the second man, "The Lord
from heaven" received from the woman
llVrary) that which brought him under
the law with her. "He was made of a
woman, and made under the law." As
divinity did not possess flesh and biood,
it was necessary thaL Christ should
clerive flesh and blood from another
source so that he could satisfy the law
that demanded the shedding of blood
for the remission of sins. "The angel
of the Lord appeared unto him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
Davicl, fear not to take unto thee Mary
thy wife: for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Ghost." In this con-
ception a child was born, receiving from
the woman that which was necess ary to
satisfy the law to every jot and tittle.
"Now all this was done, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken of thc
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shaìl
bring forth â son, and they shall call
his name Emmanuel, which being in-
terpreted is, God with us."

There is a religious sect who claim
that this child (Jesus) is holy, and un-
contaminated, only, because his mother
frorn whom he received his flesh and

btood was holy, and free from sin. This,
of course, is a denial of God's word, for
he said, "Let the earth bring forth the
living creature after his kind, cattle,
and creeping thing, and beast of the
earth ,after his kind: and it was so."
-LVIary could not of herselt produced any
ofisprrng that was not of her kino'
vvnen she was informed that sne woultl
orrng torth a son, she said to the angel,
"rrow shall trus tre, seeing I know not a
man'! And rne angel answerecl atld
sarct unto her', 'I'ne Holy Ghost shall
cLime upon tilee, and the power of the
Hlgnes¡ shalt overshadow tnee: there-
rore also that holy thing wrrtcn shall be
Ðorn or thee shall be called ¡ne Son of
God." lVlary in her nature I /as as rnucll
or a sinner as any one else, under the
râw ancl the sentence of dearn, anct sbooct

rn need of a Savior just as all the rest ot'
r-(ìe rìuman family. Though she gave
rlm hls flesh and blood, his conception
was uot of man, but of the Holy Ghost.
vy'ert could the apostle say, "Without
coniroversy great is the mystery of
godtiness: God was manifest in the
flesh."

The church was given to be with
Christ, just as Eve was given to be
with Adam. Jesus said, "Father, I will
that they also, whom thou hast given
me, be with me where I am; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast
given me: for thou lovedst me before
the foundation of the world." The
church w'as with her husband in His
travail on earth, she was with him in
his death, and triumphantly speaking,
she was with him in his resurrection,
and she shall be with him in glory.

The word marriage is used first, lit-
erally; and second, flguratively to rep-
resent the union of Christ with his
church. Paul says, "For no man ever
yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the
church ' :ß * :¡< For this cause shall a man
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leave his father and mother, and shall
be joined unto his wife, and theY two
shall be one flesh. This is a great mys-
tery: but I speak concerninng Christ
and the church." His children being
partakers of flesh and blood, He left his
Father, came to earth and likewise took
part of the same; that he might be with
the woman that his Father gave to be
with him. Although she had fallen
under the law by reason of transgres-
sion, H'e says, "I will betroth thee unto
me forever; yea", I will betroth thee
unto me in righteousness, and in judg-
ment, and in loving kindness, and in
mercies. I will even betroth thee unto
me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know
the Lord." A 'betrothal is not a may-
riage, but an engagem€nt or a promise
to take one in holy wedlock; and God
is not slack concerning his promise.

I am persuaded that a ceremony per-
formed by man does not in the true
sense of the word, ,giving men and
women the legal right to live together,
constitute holy matrimony that cannot
be sundered by man. But that which
God joins together no mân can put
asunder. The Father gave his Son a
bride, they died together, rose together,
and will live together throu,ghout an
enclless eternity. Paul says, "Who shall
separate us frorn the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? As it is written. For thy
sake we are killed all the day long;
'we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. Nay, in all these thin.qs we
are more than conquerors througb him
that loved us. For I am persuadecl, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor
hei,eht, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord." But some will say that

this does not mean that you cannot sep-
arate yourself from the love of God. I
think it does, self is included with "any
other creature." May it be the happy
lot of the reader, together with the
writer', to be in this number.

+ :k ,,, "' 
O' N'

Route 3, Box 176,El Dorado, Ark.
Dpan ElrnR RHoDES AND WrFE: I have
thought of writing you for a long tirne
but have neglected it. John and I both
enjoy your sermons over the radio. I
am sure it is a great privilege to the
dear ones who are not able to meet with
their churches. I pray in my feeble
way that God may see fit for you to
continue to tell the truths which I be-
lieve the Old Baptists to do. I am not
a member and do not feel worthy to
ever be, but sometimes I do feel to want
to ask a home with you people. I know
the Old Baptists are the people I love
and feel more at home with'them than
any other denomination. I enjoyed
reading your book, "Gospel Comments,"
very much. We also take the Si.gns of
the Ti,mes and get much consolation
from it. So many can tell just the way
I feel better than I can tell it myself.
trlder Lambert preached to me today if
to no one else. I beg you to remember
me and mine in your prayers if it be
God's will. An unworthy friend.

(Mrs.) ANNItr LEE DAVIS

COVtrTOUSNÐSS

Dnan BnnrI-IREN: My attention has
been called of late, more than ever be-
fore, to the frequency with which this
sin is mentioned and denounced in the
word of God; and some very solemn
reflections have rested upon my mind
with regard to it. Perhaps we are all
in danger of this sin, as much as of an;'
other, and so it may be pl.ofitable to
spend a little time in speaking to one
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another about its nature and sinfulness
and consequences. This is all that we
can do. The Holy Spirit alone must re-
veal this sin in us, give us repentance
for it, and help us to crucify it.

By the Scriptures themselves must
the exceedin,g sinfulness of this sin be
judged. They declare its deformity, as
it appears in the view of infinite holi-
ness. They declare it to be idolatry;
that is the setting up of the temporal
before the eternal, of the creature be-
fore the Creator, of the gift before the
giver. (Col. 3:5). Idolatry is the most
arrant exhibition of the folly and rebel-
lion of fallen man. It is not only turn-
ing away from God, but it is a turning
against him. It is not only a careless
indifference to his claims, but it is a
transferling of our alle,gience to an-
other, Idolatry says, "These be thy
gocìs, that have saved thee, that brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt." Idol-
atry is b,ase forgetfulness and black in-
gratitude; and covetousness is idolatry.

The Scriptures also call it the root of
all evil. (1 Tim. 6:10.) It is not only
an awful thing in itself, but it is a pro-
liflc source of all other sins. They also
declare it to be a bar to the kingdom of
heaven. No covetous man shall in-
herit the kin'gdom of heaven or hath
any part in it. (1 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 5:5.)
They associate it with murder, theft,
falsehood, fornication, and the vilest
of sins. (1 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 5:5.) Ac-
cording to these Scriptures, ,a man may
say, "I have done no murder, I have
committed no theft, I have declared no
falsehood, I have not been guilty of
fornication," and yet, if he has been
a covetous man, he is just as vile and
guilty in the sight of him who searches
the heart as though he were stained
with all these crimes. Yea, if he have
coveted his neighbor's ox, or house, or
land, or wife, he has been guilty al-
ready of all these crimes. They are in

his heart, and, if unrestrained, they
will all be brought forth.

Covetousness was the cause of La-
ban's churlish treatment of Jacob; of
Jacob's deceit in supplantin,g his
brother; of Baaìim striving to curse
Israel; of Achan concealing the golden
wedge and Babylonish garment; of
Saul reserving the best of the flocks
and herds of the Amalekites alive when
Gocl had commanded him to destroy
them; of Judas betraying his master;
of Ananias and Sapphira lying to the
Lord; of Felix keeping Paul in prison
after he was well assured of his in-
nocence. From all this Scripture tes-
timony may \¡/e not judge that it is a
most grievous crime against God, a
most daring blasphemy of his name?
See how David, rvhen his conscience
was probed by the heaven inspired and
heaven directed words of Nathan, after
his covetousness of his brave captain's
beautiful wife had led to murder and
adultery, cries out, in the flfty-flrst
Psalm, in words of the humblest con-
trition for pardon and cleansing, and
confesses his sin. The root of it all
was covetoLtsness. O that we all may
see its heinousness, ,its exceeding sin-
fulness, as did David then ! Would we
not all 'be compelled to say, as did he,
"f have sinned."

But perhaps it is well to define covet-
olìsness, that we know just what this
thing is that is so vile in the sight of
God. There is hardly a word relating
to the passions of men used in the
Bible but what is susceptible of a
double meaning. There is a good and
b,ad anger, hàte, love, jealously, etc.
Even so the word "covet" is sometimes
used in a good sense, as, "Covet earn-
estly the best gifts." 1 Cor. 12:81. This
is a lawful, â heaven-inspired desire to
be in that place wherein we can be of
the most service in the house of God.
This the apostle commands. But the
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most common sense in which the word
is used is evil. Covetousness is not
merely to think a thing lovely or desir-
able; it is not merely to desire the pos-
session of a thing. This may be lawful,
because the thing may be lawfully de-
sired. It is not merely a spirit to dili-
gently labor for a competency. This
may also be lawful and right' But it
means to have a desire in your hearb
for the very thing that belongs to our
neighbor; it means a spirit to take it
from him; it means greediness or aver-
ice.

Thus we see how evil the Scriptures
declare it to be, and what evil company
it keeps, and what an evil meaning is in
its very name. Its exceeding sinfulness
will also appear when we consider its
source. It is the child of unbelief, of
worldly mindedness, and of self love.
It is based flrst upon a lack of confldence
in God; for if we fully believe in the
providential care of God over us every
day and hour, we shall be sure that he
will provide all that we need, and so
cannot see any reason to covet thab
which he gives to another. Covetous-
ness denies to God the ri,ght to distrib-
ute his bounties as he will; and there-
fore, though we covet and rob the goods
of our neighbor, and cause him suffer-
ing, yet the sin is against God. This is
what David meant in the fifty-first
Psalm when he said, "Against thee,
thee only, have I sinned, and done this
evil in thy sight," etc. Covetousness
denies that God is all-wise, almighty
and rgood, and refuses to believe that hc
is our friend. It buffets Jehovah in
the face, and declares all his faithful
promises to be lies. Again, an under-
estimate of the things of this iife, and
an extreme worldly mindedness, incite
and arouse covetousness, the world, this
present evil world, is all and in all to its
sin-bewitched gaze. Another source of
covetousness is ,a Satan-born desire to

excel others of our fellow-men in riches,
reputation, honor, power, pomp and os-
tentation, which is the very reverse of
that meek and lowly spirit which be-
comes creatures and sinners. All these
things are condemned in the word of
God. An improper fear. of want by-
and-by, also often characterizes this
spirit of covetousness. I say improper
fear, because we are bidden not to be
careful concerning this, as our Father
knows that we have need of all these
things. Surely if we may know a thing
by the company it keeps, there is not
one redeeming trait about covetousness,
not one word to be said in its favor,
when it fastens upon the things of the
world.

Since its sources are so evil, and it is
so evil in its own nature, and its asso-
ciates are so evil, may we not justly con-
clude that its results must be evil, and
only evil, and that continually? It robs
God and man. It robs God in that it
denies him the honor that is due him;
it refuses to trust him or to praise him;
it defles human pov¡er and wisdom and
worldly riches instead of God. \{¡hen
we covet, we do these things. It robs
man, in that it is the parent of all theft,
and of all slander and lying and cheat-
ing. It also robs our fellow men, in
that it withholds from the poor and
needy that which God has committed to
us for them. By reason of it we em-
bezzle the Lord's goods committed to
our trust for others, and the voice of our
brother's distress cries to God against
us. It causes the heart to be hard, and
shuts the eyes and e,ars to every call of
distress. It stupefies the conscience,
and kills every generous emotion. It
leads to sins of omission and commis-
sion. It is the first parent of all wars,
persecutions, debates and robberies. It
fills all our jails, and support all our
judges, courts and lawyers. In the
house qf God it is the chief cause of all
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dissensions, coldness and alienations. To
love our neighbor as ourself is the law
of God; but covetollsness loves self first,
last, and all the time, and the nei,ghbor's
goods rather than himself. It is the
rebel of heaven and earth, the deadliest
foe of God and man, and the most fear-
ful weapon of the prince of darkness
himself. Because of covetousness the
poor arie hungry and naked and cold and
shelterless, often the pastors of
churches suffer want, our houses of wor-
ship are not made neat and comfortable,
and the ways of Zion languish. (Mal. 3:
8-10.) It insinuates its subtle form
everywhere, often under the garb of an
angel of light, calling itself "prudence,"
"foresight," "economy," etc. These are
all good things, but let us beware of be-
ing deceived by this child of the arch-
deceiver.

These are some of its outward effects,
as regards our relation to others; no
less fearful are its effects Lrpon a man's
own soul. No one of us, can harbor
'wrong, or do wrong to others, without
it reacting upon onrselves. The covet-
olrs man is a poor man. He is poor in
his own estimation of his goods, for he
thinks he has not all that he needs. And
this is to be poor, though his riches can
be counted bf tfre million. He is of
necessity poor in happiness or content-
ment. What does the covetous man
really have, even of this world? Poor
as his neighbor may be, yet if he can
say, like Paul, "I have coveted no man's
gold or siliver," he is happy. He has
what his covetous neighbor cannot buy
with all his riches. But this is all purely
natural, and is as true of the natural as
of the spiritual man. The spiritual man
who falls under the dominion of a covet-
ous spirit meets with greater loss still.
From such a man it cuts off all growth
in knowledge, love and peace. It shuts
its deluded slave away from all his
rightful and blood bought privileges,

both of communion with God and with
those who love him. It cannot be other-
wise. What child of God is there but
that knows that this is tlue in his own
heart? Who has not witnessed its truth
in the life of others ? Some did run
well, whom you and I have known.
Where are they now ? Afar off, back-
sliden from God, and alienated from his
church. They neither speak of Jesus
nor enjoy the theme. They are not dead,
but they sleep, and have lain down
among the clead. The love of money
they have indulged till they have coveted
after it, and have pierced themselves
through with many sorrows. May God
bring such ones back, and heal their
backslidings, and remove the covetous
spirit. If the soul be filled with covet-
ous practices, it cannot be filled with the
love of God. If we seek the friendship
of the world, we cannot have the tokens
of the friendship of God at the same
time. If we trust in uncertain riches,
we cannot be sensible of the sr"rstaining
power of the everlasting arms at the
same time. If we are studying by every
craft to increase our worldly wealth,
we cannot expect to increase in the true
riches. God's bounty felt in the soul
will produce riches of literality, not the
poverty of covetousness.

"Thou shalt not covet" was one of the
flrst revealed commands; antl after-
ward, through all the pages of inspira-
tion, by precept, warnin,g, reproof and
example, God put the seal of his con-
demnation upon this sin. This same
law has he written in the hearts of his
willing "people, so that they abhor it,
and pray to be made free from it.

Since it is such a fearful, God dis-
honoring sin, ranking in the catalogue
with murder, lying, theft and adultery,
ought it not in our pulpits to be rebuked,
and dealt with in our churches, just as
is the case with these other crimes ?

Ought not those members of churches
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who, while equally able with others, yet
bear none of the burdens, which there-
fore fall doubly upon the rest, to be re-
proved ,and rebuked, and dealt with as
though they had been guilty of these
other crimes ? We should start Lrack
with horror at the thought of robbing
our brother; and yet are we not doing
so when we bear none of the expense of
the church, while he bears a double
share? This is covetousness. May God,
for his own name's sake, for the sake of
his cause, for our own soul's sake, re-
move from us this grievous sin. I re-
main, as ever, your brother in hope of
life.

(The late Elder) F. A. CHICK
Reisterstown, Md.
Feb. 18, 1887

OBITUARY
MRS. ROSA WEST GORDY was born May

20, 787I, and passed away at her home on the
Ocean City Road near Salisbury, Md., Feb. 26,
1951. She was the daughter of Burton and
Flettie West. On Dec. 24, 1890, she was mar-
ried to Charles F. Gordy who preceded her to
the grave. To this union five chiidren were
born. Three surviving are Charies 8., Ann Ar-
bor, Mich., Herman W., Salisbury, Md., and
Mrs. Lawrence Adkins, Salisbury, Md. One
child died in infancy and Sister Effie Givans, a
member of the Nassaongo Chulch, died sev-
elal years ago.

Sister Gordy was baptized by the late Elder
T. M. Poulson, of New Church, Va., into the
fellowship of the Nassaongo OId School Bap-
tist Church, April 21, 1894. She dearly loverl
her church, having been a member for about
fifty-five years. She will be missed very much
by those who knew her. Her home was an open
one to her brethren and many friends. She was
well versed in the word of God, and the gospel
hymns. Most of the hyrnns she could sing
from memory.

In her last days she lived alone part of the
time, yet she was not alorre. as the Lord was
with her. A short time before her death she
became ill during the night, and as she was
alone in the house became dreadfully fright-
ened at the thought that she might die with
no one with her. Suddenly the scripture was
given her with much comfort that I am not
alone, the Lord is here, The writer conducted
the funeral service using the above nrentioned

scripture. He was assisted by Elder H. M,
Bennett, of Mardela Springs, Md. Written by
her pastor.

(Elder) D. V. SPANGLER

OBITUÂRY
SISTER ALICE M. L{JPTON, daughter of

the iate Allen and Abigail Hamilton, was born
Jaly 25,1865, and died Feb. 4, 1951. Surviving
ale her daughter, Mrs. Lydia L. Taylor of the
home, Sea Levcl, N. C.l thrce sons: Elmer H.
Lupton, Edward M. Lupton, both of Baltimore,
Md., and Dr. Charles H. Lupton, Norfolk, Va.;
two sisters: Mrs. Mary Etta Taylor and Mrs.
Allen Taylor; one brother, Mitchell Hamilton,
all of Sea Level; six grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

Tl-".is beloved sister united with the Primitive
Baptist church the fourth Saturday in Decem-
ber, 1883. She was a wondelful gift to us all.
Often have wc enjoyed her conversing on many
scriptures. I{er faith was abiding in the mercy
of God.

What a wonderful God we have that he
should highly favor the dear ones left behind
with the abiding evidence that their dear ones
shall awake in his lilçeness and shall be forever
with the Lord. God knew in mind and purpose
his people bcfore they were created or formed,
and their names were written in the Bool< of
Life fl:om the foundation of the world. "Bless-
ed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiied,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
-1 .rr you,t'

The funeral services were conducted by our
pastor, Elder Eddie llumphrey, and E1der R.
W. Gurganus, who prcached with much power
and sweetness at the home of the deceased.
Hcr mortal body was laid to rest beneath a
mound of beautiful flowers in Styron's Ceme.
tcry until the blessed time shall come-the
glorious coming of the Lord to raise from
among the dead those who sleep in him. "Then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory ? ::' * ::' But thanl<s be to God, which
g;iveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ."

Written by the request of Bay Sea Level
Church in conference Feb.24,1951. One copy
to be sent to the Old Faith Contender, one to
Signs of the Timcs, one recorded on the church
bool<, and one to her family.

(Elder) EDDìE HUMPHREY, Moderator
LULA T. MASON, Church Clerk

NELLiE \TILLiAMSON, .A,sst. Çlerk
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OBITUÂRY

EVAN SILAS FRASURE v/âs born at Dow-
el1, Ky., July 30, 1870, and cleparted this tife at
Pocatello, Idaho, April 14, 7948, making his
stay on earth 77 years, B months and 14 days.

Brother Frasure united with the Primitive
Baptist church in Kentucky in 1897. Sister Fra-
sure united in 1896. Both were baptized by the
late Elder Robinson. Jan. 6, 1888, Brother
Frasure and Mrs. Franccs Brown were united
in holy matrimony. To this union wele boln
the following children: Bert, Mrs. Rosa Howell,
Elijah, Mrs. Una Nelsom, Mrs. Martha Akers,
Mrs. Margaret McColl and John. All of thern
live near Pocatello, Idaho. Mrs. Marv BeIl Hall
lives at Amba, Ky., there are sixty-eight
gtandchildlen, ninety great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandchild. Mrs. Ros¿ HoweII
is deceased.

Brother Frasure was a member of the Old
Line Prcdestinarian Primitive Baptist church
fifty-four years. He was a great flreside taÌker,
and his was a home for Old Baptists. He loved
their swect Christian fellowship to mingle
tears ancl blencl spirits. A good neighbor, good
father and husband, loved by all who knew
him. Sister Frasure is about eighty. The Fra-
sule clan live close together and are indeed a
great pcople, including in-laws. It was the
writer's happy blessing, with Etder A. D, Hugh-
ett, to spend a week with this clan in Feb-
luary. We held meetings every night and on
Sunday in Sister Frasure's home. It wâs â
heavcn below.

Elder A. D. IIughett, Selah, Washington,
conducted the funeral service for Brother
Frasure, and his peaceful remains were laid
to rest in Morland, Idaho.

(Elder) C. H. BYRD

OBITUÄRY

MRS. NAOMI LEFFERTS ROUNDS passed
away suddenly at the home of her son in South
Yarmouth, Mass., November 20, 1950. She was
born in Southampton, Bucl<s Co., Pa., Ãug.24,
1881, the youngest of four children and only
daughter of George W. ¿nd Sarah P. Lefferts.
Her three brothers, Howard H., Henry T., and
Eldcr Horace H. Lefferts having pre-deceased
her. September 2, 1902, she was married to
Edward F. Rounds, of Salisbury, Md., and to
this union two sons were boln. The eldest son,
Paul L. Rounds, passed away several years ago
in Honduras, the younger son, E. Stuart
Rounds, survives.

On April 4, 1926, she was receivecl into the
Old School Baptist Church in New York City,
and was baptized the following Sunday by the
Iate Elder R, Lester Dodson. After the pass.

ing of her husband she lived for a number of
years in Warwick, N. Y. Later she served as
matron of the Primitive Baptist Flome in Saiis-
bury, Md,, for several years.

Sister Rounds was a lovable person, mani-
festing a love for the truth as it is in our Lord
Jesus Christ, and for all who love Him in sin-
cerity. Her passing is truly a loss to the many
who loved her, yet v/e must sây, Thy will be
done. It is far better for the blessed in Jesus
to depart and be with the Lord. The Ebenezer
Church of New York City has suffered a great
loss in her passing as well âs her family.

Because of the illness of her pastor, the
writer was called to ofliciate at her funeral,
reading and commenting on the twenty-third
and twenty-fourth Psalms by request. The
funeral services were conducted in the Welsh
Tract Old School Baptist meeting-house neâr
Newark, Del. Interment in the cemetery ad-
joining.

(Etder) D. V. SPANGLER

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, since our meeting last fall, the
church has suffered by death the loss of our
dear friend and Pastor, ELDER R. LESTER
DODSON, and

WHEREAS, his death has plunged ouï
members and friends in deep sorrow, so much
so that it seems almost too much for us to
start our meetings this spring without his care
and guidance, remembering his labor of love
among us these many years. We recall his
trips to Warwick and Middletown each fourth
Sunday, except the winter months, many times
when he was not able to make the long journey,
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Middletown and WaIl-
kill Church record its feeling of grief ât the
ioss of Elder Dodson, bowing in humble sub-
mission to God for his removal from the scenes
of his earthly labors. We desire to record
our thanl<fulness to God for the gift of him to
us, and sorrow not as others having no hope,
but believing our departed Pastor has entered
into the presence of the dear Savior, and is
enjoying the rest that remains to the people
of God.

RESOLVED, that a copy of these resolutions
be forwarded to Mrs. Dodson, and a copy to
the Signs of the Times for publication.

Adopted by the Middietown and Wallkill
Church, Middletown, N. Y., at their meeting
Ãpril 22, 795I.

(Elder) A. J. SLAUSON, Moderator
\ry. D. ÇHAPMAN, .A,cting Çlerk
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The Lost Cleek Church of Old School Pre-
destinarian Baptists meets first Sunday each
month and Saturday before near Denton, Car-
ver Co., Ky. Ten miles south of Grayson and
two miles from Denton on Glayson and Dcnton
Flighway. Leave U. S. 60 at Grayson via Htl-
chins. Take graveled road to the chr,rl'ch.

C. H. EVÂNS, Pastor

New Hope Church better l<nown as Licl<
Creek meets every thild Sunday ancl Srrturday
before at lL a. m., fìve miles nortli of Dav¡son
Springs, Ky.

R. L. BIGGS, }'¿stor

Pleasant Valley Primitive Baptist Church,
Kingman, Kansas, meets the first Sunday and
Saturday before, every second month (Jan.,
March, etc.) at the home of Sister Verda Ma-
chesney, 516 East Ave. C., Kingman, Kans.

(Mrs.) PHEBE CATES, Clerk

Mt. Gilead Primitive Baptist Church meets
each third Sunday and Saturday before, five
milcs north of Hartford, Ala.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Hopeful Church, Ozan:\<, AIa., meets each
fourth Saturday, 11 a. m.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

The Primitive Baptist Church at Pratt City,
AÌa., holds meeting every fourth Sunday at 11
o'clock. Meeting place aL Alder St., at the top
of the hill. First car stop going into Pratt City
from Birmingham.

W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor

Ephesus Primitive Baptist Church meets
each flrst Sunday and Satui'day before in Slo-
comb, Ala., 11 a. m.

E. R. SORRELLS, Pastor

New Hope Primitive Baptist Church, Sio-
comb, Ala., meets each fir'st Sunday, 11 a. m.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

lVrights' Creel< Church, Slocomb, Ala, meets
each fourth Snnday, 11 a. m.

J. J. COLLINS. Pastor

New Prospect Church meets each third Sun-
day at l1 a. m., six milcs S.E. of Sulìigent, Ala.

H. MATT BROCK, Pastor

Beulah Primitive Baptist Church meets each
4tlr Sunday, south énd Three Notch St., Troy,
AÌa.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Seclusia OÌd School Baptist Church meets
each 4tìr Sunday at 72812 Williamson, or write
A. J. Taylor', 9328 Montere¡r, Pomona, Cal.

Black Rock Church meets every second Sun-
day at 11 a. m., Butler, Md. on Falis Road
about 20 miles north of Baltiilore.

J. D. WOOD, Pastor

Hopewell Old School Baptist Church, Hope-
well, N. J. meets every Sunday 10:30 a. m. in
the meeting house.

Olive and Hurley Old School Baptist Church
I\SIIOKAN, N. Y.

Meetings er¡ery first and third Sunclays 11:00
a. m., 1:30 p. m.

Salem Primitive Baptist Church meets each
1|'st Sunday, 11 a. m., north end Harrison Ave.,P'lnama City, Fla.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

The Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church at
Baltimore, Md., meets every thir.d Sunday at
J.l a. m. in the meeting house, 210 E. Madison
St. near Calvert. Q. A. GLADDING

APPOINTMENTS FOR ELDER H. O. NASH
AND D. Y. SPANGLER

Buslr Arbcr, Monday night. Ju1¡¡ 2nd, 7:30P. M.; Lambs Grove, Tuesday, July 3rd, 11
4. 1\!.; Raleigh, Tuesday night, July Srd, ?:30P. M.; Willow Spriirgs, Weclnesday, July
4th, 11 A. M.; Roxboro Wednesday night, July
4th, 7:30 P. M.

The Zion Church of Primitive Baptis;ts meets
the Iìrst Sunday in each month at 11 a. m. and
Satulclay.beÍore at 2:30 p. m. on South ?th St.,
Mayfieid, Ky.

O. W. PERI{INS, Pastor

The Upper Country Line Plimitive Baptist
Assor:iation is appointed to be held rvirh Dan
River Church, July L4,15, and 16, 1951. The
church is located about fifteen miles from
Reidsville, N. C., on \¡/hat is known as the
Mayfield Road, and about live miles north of
Ruffin.

All lovers of the truth are invited.
D. V. SPANGLER (pastor)

Bethlehem Church, Malvern, Ala., meets
each second Sunday, 11 a. m.

J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

Hopewell Predestinarian Baptist Church
meets at 10:30 a. m. each second Sunday in
Amelican Legion Hall, 1119-21st St., Sacra-
mento, Cal. All lovels of the truth invited.

SETH BYNUM, Pastor
WM. ECHOLS, Clerl<
Chowclilla, Cal.

Bethel Church rneets every third Sunday and
Saturday night before at the home of L, H.
Riley, 5265 Ardelle, Stockton, Cal. For informa-tion write Eider L. L. WILSON, 262? NorthTulare St., Bal<ersfield, Cal.

The Old School or PledesLinalian Bapiists
rlect for wolship on fiflh Sundays at 2:30 p. m.
second flooi' Pythian Templc Building, 1012Ninth St., i{. W., Washington, D. C. Elder
John D. Wood, MinisLer.. F or. inforrnaLion
rr''rite FRA.NK T. SIMPKINS, Sr., 5214 Har-per St., Dillon Park, Washington 19, D. C.

Meetings are held ear:h first Sunday and Sat-
ruday before at I,ittle Flock Chtrrch, S. W. 29th
Ave., and 6th St., Miami, FIa. We extend an
invitation to any interested to visit us.

(Mrs.) J. M. FUTCH
7005 S. W. 21st St., Miami, Fla.

Salcm Old School Baptist Church, Weiser,
Idaho, mects every sccond Sundav at 5th andE. Palk Sii,
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Norfoll< Primitive Baptist Church meets each

third Satulday at 2:30 p. m. and Sunday at 11
a. m., Fairmont Parì<, 3023 CotQSe'Toll_Road'
Norfólk, Va. R. ts. DENSON, Pastor

Richmond p.i*;ti,re gaptist Church meets
cach fotrrth Sunday at 1l a. m' in the meeting
housc, 28th St., South Richmond, Va.

R. B. DENSON, Pastor

Little Zion Prei-estin-arian Baptist Church
meets at my residence, on Paeific Highway, U.
S. 99. abouÙ one mile southeast of the southern
,-:ity Íimits of Chehalis, Wash., the fourth Sun-
daY of each month at ll a' t. *. 

"rs"t*
tsethcl Old S"h*l B";ist Church, Riffe,

Wash., meets every third Sunday, 11 a. m. in
the meeting house,

I. F. COLEMAN, Mod.
ROSA COLEMAN, Clerk, Riffe, Wash.

Mizpah Church, Touchet, Washington, meets
the fourth Sunday and Saturday before.

PETER JONES, Pastor

Ebenezer Old School Baptist Church
in NEW YORK CITY

Meetings every first and third Sundays at
Parl<side Hotel, 18 Gramercy Park South, one
block east of Fourth Ave. and 20th St., near
23rd St. Sta. Lexington Ave. Subway. Take
Elevator to Park Room second floor. 11 A. M'-
1:30 P. M.

Dan River Church between Danville, Va', and
Reidsvilie, N. C., meets each fourth Sunday 11
a. m. and Saturday before.

D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor

The Predestinarian Baptists meet at Primi-
tive Baptist Church, corner Shotwell St. and
Fizer Ave., Mcmphis, Tenn., on second Sunday
cach rrronth at II a. m. and Saturday night
before. _ =:_" LANIER, Clerh.

Sardis Church meets first Sunday each
month at 10:30 a. m. and Saturday before at
2:30 p. m. at Potter Co., Court House, AmariÌlo,
Texas, Elder C. E. Turner, Assistant Pastor.

Mt. Zion Church, Weslaco, Texas, meet$
every fourth Sunday at 10:30 a. m. and Satur-
day -before at 1l a. m. at the home of E. B.
Ault on Progresso Highway, three and one
half miles south of 'Weslaco.

E. B. AULT, Pastor
BESSIE CHAMBERS, Clerk
Route 1, Box 88, Mission, Tex.

The Old Orderly Mt. Zion (Cash) Predesti-
narian tsaptist Church meets on Saturday be-
fore the fóurth Sunday in each month at the
home of Bro. J. J. Darnell, Campbell, Texas.

Sister SIMMONS' Clerk

Shepherd Foid Church meets each first Sun-
day 11 a. m., Saturday before 2:30 p. m. on
Little York llighway, 4 miles north of Hous-
ton, Texas. One mile east of Highway 76.

W. O. BEENE, Pastor

Saints Rest Predestinarian Baptist Church
meets first and third Sundays each month 11
a. m. 4614 Sylvester St., Dallas, Texas.

L. D. ROSE and.W. W. TAYLOR, Pastors

Fort .Worth, Tex., Primitive Baptist Church,
1211 8th -A.ve., meets flrst Sunday in each
month at 11 a. m. and Saturday at 2 p. m. Take
South Summit car to All Saints Hospital, get
off and go one block North to meeting house'

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor
W. A. LITTLE, Asst. Pastor

Pleasant Grove Church near Yakima, Wash-
ington, meets at 1l a. m. each second Sunday
by appointment at the home of one of the
members living at Naches, Wash.

A. D. HUGHETT, Pastor
BEATRICE HAAN, CICTK
Star Route, Naches, Wash.

Harmony Old School Baptist Church meets
cach second Sunday at 17 a. m. and Saturday
before at 3 p. m. about four miles east of Hunt-
ington, W. Va., N. S. Route 60 on Russel Creek.

HARVEY J. BIRD, Moderator

Mt. Carmel
meets each first

Church, Coffee Springs, Ala.,
Sunday, 1l- a. m.

W. A. WILLIAMS, Pastor
The original Pilgrim Rest Church of Lawn,

Texas, meets every flrst Sunday and Saturday
before at 10:30 a. m.

C. M. HAYGOOD, Pastor
HOWARD EASON, ClerkRamah Church, Cottonwood, Ala., meets each

third sunday' 11 a' m' 
J. J. .'LLINS, pastor

Mt. Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church, lo-
cated 2 miles south of Dothan, Ala., meets each
second Sunday and Saturday before.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

OId Union Primitive Baptist Church meets
each Saturday before fourth Sunday, near
Dozier, Ala. Harmony Church meets each
fourth Sunday at 11 a. m., ten miles S. W. of
Fayette, Ala.

H. MATT BROCK, Pastor

Little Hope Church meets each second Sun-
day at 11 a. m., ten miles west of Fayette, Ala.

H. MATT BROCK, Pastor

Macedonia Church of Predestinarian Bap-
tists meets at Rising Star, Texas each second
Sunday at ll a. m. and Saturday before at
2. p. m. C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor

Mt. Otive Church of the Predestinarian Bap-
tists, Stockdale, tlexas, meets the third Sunday
in each month at 10:30 a. m. at the home of
M. J. Culpepper. Lovers of the truth invited.

E. B. AULT, Pastor

The Old Salem Church of Old School Bap-
tists, 4 miles south from Teague, Texas, meets
the flrst Sunday in each month and Saturday
before. MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk

Danville Primitive Baptist Church meets
each second Sunday 11 a. m, and Saturday
night before Bradley Roqd, Dlnyi_.Ìþ, Yu.W. R, DODD, Pastor

Liberty Church meets each fourth Sunday
and Saturday before, 11 a. m., eight miles
south of Gordo, Ala. O. G, CARVER, Pastor
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THE HIGI{WAY OF IIOLINESS
ISAIH: 35

There's a glorious, blood-bought highway
Narrow and strait is the r.oad,

The ledeemed of the Lord shall walk thelein
For Jesus is their abode.

-2-
No unclean thing shail go this way

This highway that leads to God,
It is called the Way of Holiness

Which saints in all ages have tlod.
-3-

This highway is closed to the pulolic
Man hasn't the price to pay,

None but God's chosen have passes
To travel this holyhighway.

The Father made this provision
On the merits of His deal Son,

And freely places the sinner thele
When the wolk of glace is begun.

-5-
The wayfaling 1r1en on this journey

Tho fools, shall not err therein,
For Jesus, Himself, is their shepherd

His blood paid the price for their sin. .

-6-
This highr'vay is paved with sacrifice

And bloodshed, mingled u'ith gall
And those who travel this heavenly load

May stumble, but never fall.
-7 -

Their soul is stayed on etei'nal things
Their hope is ancholed above

Their eyes ale fixcd on their riscn Lord
'Who redeemed them in lvonclelful love.

-8-
Along this highway are branches

Yielding fruits so lale
Meekness, love, joy and longsuffering

Are some of the fruits they bear'.
-9-

At the end of this glolious high'"vay
We are told is a county so fair

'Where the saints shall see Jesus, their Savior
And be satisfied in Him there.

_10_
I love this bloocl-stained highway

Which saints in all ages have tlocl
Lord, plant and heep my straying feet

In the road that leads to God.
MILDRED DYKES

EXPERIENCE

Dnrn BnpTHREN: I have wanted to
write my experience but have put it off,
thinking it not flt to be classed with the
many sweet ones f have read. I cannot
remember the date when I felt I needed
the help of something to save me from
destruction, but I was small. I would
rvonder how I would ever be saved. It
was on my mind when at work or at
play. I had never been a really bad girl,
but I hnew I was not fit for heaven.
One day I had strolled off into a fleld
away from anyone. All at once I heard
some one call me. I looked around, but
could see no one, so I decided I was mis-
taken. I heard the same voice again,
and again looked around, and seeing no
one I began to feel bad and uneasy.
Then I hear my name called out plainer
than before. I startecl for home in a
hulry. I went to mother and asked her
if any one had been calling me. She
said they had not. I did not tell her
about what had happened, but it stayed
on rny mind and made me fear more
than ever. I would be restless at night
and could not sleep. I would go to
preaching to hear all I could. I went to
hear the Frimitive Baptists, and it
seemed they were the hardest folhs I
ever heard. I could not understand
them at all. I thought their doctrine
would never do for a dead sinner like
me. t fclt lihe I hacl to work, and work
hard, but did not know how to begin.
I loved all their members, and they
seemed to love eâch other better than
self.
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I went to the l\[ethodist meetings and

joined their Sunday School. It seemed
that they were more interested in my
soul than others. They and the i\{ission-
aries could preach so that we who were
in the world rvould understand them.
Fathel rvould call me his little Metho-
dist, ancl I thought if I were ever any-
thing I would be a Methodist. Father
ancl mother were both Primitive Bap-
tists, ancl strong in the faith, but they
never tried to make us chilclren be Bap-
tists. When a protracted meeting was
held near I would go. When they woulcl
call for mourners I could not stay away,
and it seemecl the more I went the
worse I got. I could see my playmates
and others go to the altar, and it would
not take them long to flncl their Savior',
but I felt that I rvas doomed and there
was no chance for me. So I decided I
was one who hacl sinned against the
Holy Ghost ancl people were losing time
praying for me. By this time I rvas
nineteen or twenty years old. I askecl
Father what sinning against the Holy
Ghost was. He saicl he could not tell me
just what it r,vas, but he dicl not think
there rvere many who had ever com-
mitted it. He rvas a Primitive Baptist
preacher, but I would not tell him why
I asked that question. I remained in
this state of mind until I was twenty-
two years old, lhen I was married. My
husband r¡/ås a Deacon in the Mission-
ary Baptist Church. I went to preach-
ing with him all the time. When they
held "big meetings" all the good ladies
rvould come to me and beg me to make
a start and let the Lord save me, for I
was grieving the Savior, ancl that he
was rvaiting for me to come home. I
clicl not tell them that I had tried all
my life and he would not have me. I
began to go again and try, I thought,
with all my heart, for I did not know
what would become of me. By this time
I had one or two little boys, and thought

I was not flt to raise them, that it would
be better if I was taken away from
them, that they would be better off with
their good Christian father than with
me. I had tried all I knew how-had
every one I could to help me. I would
slip out at night ancl try to pray, but
my prayers seemed to go no farther
than my lips. AII I could say was, have
mercy on me and help me. I wonld have
my husband pray for me at night, but
all seemed to fail. I felt sure that I was
Iost, that I was doomed, and hell was
waiting for me. I got to where I did
not want to go to preaching. I felt too
mean to be with any one. That was on
my mind day and night.

One day I was at home ironing and
the thought carnc into my mind that the
great Gocl of heaven had placed me here
and I was his, and he had the right to
clo with me just as he'pleased, that I
rvas helpless as a new born babe, and if
he sent me to hell it was just, I was
helpless and no one else could help me.
It was left to him, I hacl nowhere else to
go. The first thing I noticecl, with all
these thoughts, and more too, r'ising up
in my mind, I felt the burden had left
me, and all my trust was in the Savior
ancl not in mankind. I unitec'l with the
Missionaries, thinking it would do, for
my husband belonged to them, and was
a cleacon; but he never clid ask me to
unite with his church, although I knew
he rvould be better pleased. Norv I
thought my troubles were over. In a
year or two my troubles began to come
again. I woulcl go to their big meetings
and rvould help them sing, and a few
times went up to the mourners and
triecl to speak to them, but never could
say the right words to them. The
thoughts kept coming faster and faster,
one after another, "rvho helped you?"
How did you get what hope you have?
Who led you through the wilderness?
With many such thoughts coming up in
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front of me I had to drop out and take
a back seat. I felt like I was a hypocrite
and was betraying the Savior as Judas
had done. I thought I would stay in the
church and let the other fellow do the
work, but that did not last long. The
trouble began coming again. I could
read my Bible with more understancling
than ever before. It did not seem like
the same book I had read in Sunday
School. It seemed lihe it was showing
me to where f was drifting. f cannot
describe my feelings while I was in this
church. By this time I had six sweet
babies-four boys and two girls. One
night I dreamt there was going.to be a
double burial. We had all gathered
around the grave, which was already
dug. The preacher was standing there
with song book and Bible in his hand.
Some one asked, "Where is the corpse ?,'
Some one answered that they had come
to life and that rve would have no burial
this time. When day came all was well
and I did not think much about my
dream. This same day my sister was
going home. She had been here on a
visit from Oklahoma. I tried all morn-
ing to go to mother's to see her leave,
but something kept me from going. Af-
ter dinner my husband went to Alma
with a load of cotton, and I thought I
would take the little children and go to
his nephew's-it was in sight. I stepped
to the door and saw they were gone. I
made two or three efforts to leave that
day but all failed. In a few minutes I
stepped out of the house, but told the
little girl, aged four, where I was going
and for her to watch the baby. Just as
I passed the corner of the house, I heard
her crying, "mamà, mama,," in distress,
I turned and saw her coming to meet
me, and a blaze was higher than her
head and no one near to help .me. I
cried out, "Lo!:d, what must f do." I
ran to her, caught her by her clothes,
gave her a quicl< sling, like a man pop-

ping a whip, and all her clothes tore
loose from her except her pants. I
picked her up and had a doctor called.
She looked up and said to me, ,,Mama,
are you going to bury me?" I said, ,,No
you are not burned much," but I knew
she was badly burned. Soon the doctor
came, and the house was full of men
and women. They all told me I had
just as well give her up, tkrat she could
not live; but I told them she was at the
edge of the grave but would not be
buried. I did not tell them why I had
such strong hopes, although they asked
rne. f was looking for a newcomer in
about four months, and I was uneas)4
about it, as much so as the one that was
burned. Both made it through after
all, but it seemed it was to show me
that His will was to be done and not.
mine, that he wor.lld work and none
could hinder nor stay his hand. As time
passed and things kept coming up be-
fore me, the more I longed to be out of
the Missionary church. I got so sick of
it I thought I could not live. I did not
want to hear them preach, but still I
thought how would it do for me to leave
and my husband a deacon. These
thoughts would come to me, ',Take- up
your cross and follow me;" "He that is
ashamed of ffi€, of him wil I be
ashamed." "Come out from among
them, my people." f wrote the church a
letter asking them to take my name
off the bool< for I was not one of them.
The first opportunity I offered myself
to the Primitive Baptists. I told them
part of what I have written and they
took me in. I l<now I love the Baptist
Church and her members. I do so much
enjoy being among them, though un-
worthy I feel. I want to live with them,
die with them, ancl be buried by them.
If anything be said or sung over my
dead body I hope it will be done by the
good old Primitive Baptist members
and ministers. Some may think I am a
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Primitive because my parents were. I
do not think so in the least, thought I
am thankful that my fore parents were
Baptists, for I feel and trust that I am
an heir and did inherit the faith and
love I have. A sinner saved by grace,
if saved at all. Dyer, Ark.

(Mrs.) KATtr COTTRELL

the will of the Father; and that he ful-
filled every jot and tittle of the law, and
was finally crucified for sin, because the
sins of his people were laid upon him;
and while he was on the cross he cried
out saying, "Father, forgive them; for
they hnow not what they do." Somehow
I felt that this prayer of our dear Lord
reached the Father's ears, and that the
spirit had now made the application of
this truth to me, that I was remembered
in that prayer. Once more I found my-
self rejoicing in the unspeakable gift
of God for the dry bones had come forth
with the preparation of the Lord, and I
felt that I was his, and that he was
mine.

But how short was the duration when
again I was cast down, and had to go
with a bowed head. Yes, lamenting my
case as I felt the chilly winds blow upon
me. I take it for granted that this is
the way of the Lord, the way that he
foreordained to bring this pcor sinner.
It is in the winter season with the ice,
so to speak, heavily hanging upon us
that we are caused to consider, where
we came from, and how we have been
brought. We do not bring these seasons
upon ourselves, but God who hnows
best brings them, that we may know
how weak and frail we are, and to real-
ize thaí he is God, and know there is
none like him. Unto him we are caused
to look, for it is written, "Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth," etc. We like to think of our God
as being as high as the heavens and as
cleep as hell. From hell he has delivered,
and when we have soared high upon the
wings of his love, we still know that
he is higher. It is indeed a consoling
thought when we are made to know that
wherevev we go God is there, and how
sweet the thought when he so gently
says to his little children, "Lo, f am
with you always, even unto the end of
the world."

The other day when talking with

1506 Morning Glory Ave.,
Durham, N. C.

Elder R. W. Rhodes, Lillie, La.
Dr¿.n BnorHER RHoDES: Your letter
came in due time and was very glad
indeed to hear from you again. I notice
that you mention being cast down, etc.
I feel like I know how to sympathize
with you in such a conclition, for such
has been my condition for four weeks.
I awoke from my sleep about 2 o'clock
in the morning of Monday after the
first Sunday in February crying out,
"Lord have mercy," and for about two
hours I could not sleep, but did lay on
my bed feeling that I was mistaken in
what I hope the Lord has done for me.
How miserable I was ! I felt that surely
I had never known anything about a
call to the ministry, and even though I
had spoken in public, and while iloing
so, that I had preached a false doctrine.
I could not help meditating about the
matter, and there were times when I
felt that I would never make another
public attempt to speak in the name of
the Lorcl. However, when I woulcl get
to talking with those I came in contact
with about the scriptures, I would find
myself mahing endeavors to vinclicate
the doctrine of sovereign grace. One
day while talking with a man on the
subject of religion I felt some power
taking hold on me, and the next thing
I knew my eyes were dimmed with
tears, and there again I found myself
standing before him affirming the fact
that Jesus Christ came down in this sin-
ful world, not to do hÍs own will but
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some brethren, and feeling all out of
joint, and surrounded with darhness, f
remembered an experience I had in the
year 1918. It was when I thought that
I was at death's door. I was exceeding-
ly low with double pneumonia in con-
nection with the "flu." f remember ask-
ing my father if he thought I would re-
cover from my sickness. His answer
was "the Lord is able." I knew that bul
I wanted to know what he thoughl
about my case. I asked him a seconcl
time what he thought about me recov-
ering. He looked at me, and I noticecl
that he was choking, and that he was irr
a strain holding back tears. However,
he did answer me, and when he did he
said, "We have done all rve can." I re-
member that I was given sLrength to
turn from my right side over on mY
back, and when I had done so I looked
up in the room and asked myself this
question, "How will it be on the other
side of the river?" O, my soul! Heaven
came right clown in that room and
everything wâs as light, rvell, the sun
does not give such a light as that was.
I told my father how to give out the
Iittle possessions I had. I told him who
to give this to, and who to give that to.
I had in my mind brothers and sisters.
As I think of this I hnow that I certain-
ly must have thought that I rvas going
to leave this world. But how sweet the
thought of going to a better home than
can ever be founcl on this earth. It was
just a little more than a year past r,vhen
the Lord in the person of the Holy
Ghost visitecl me and gave me a pre-
cious 'hope of heaven and immortal
glory. That hope which he gave me
then was sufficient when I was so low
down at death's door. That hope is all
I have to-day. It has been, and I feel
it will ever be, "an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast." Thanks to
God for this most rvonderful hope.

Brother Rhodes, I have said, and I

still say that I do not dread death, but
the thing I do dread is what I must en-
dure between here and death. Some-
how I cannot help but rely on the pro-
mise of our God that he will be with us
when we must quit the walks of men;
I feel the Lord will be with us when the
death angel comes to take our spirit
away; that when he does come the Lord
will open the curtains of heaven suffi-
cient for us to see our heavenly home.
Who rvill want to remain here in this
sinful rvorld with such a view of a home
far better ? I feel that we get a glimpse
of this while we live, and when we do
we can say, it is far better to depart
and be with the Lord.

I seem to have gotten away from
r,vhat I first was talking or writing
about. However, the rvords of Jesus
must be proven true, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation," etc. So while
we live we must know something about
sorrow, conflicts and trials. The con-
ditionalist will tell us that we must re-
member that it is written, "be of good
cheer." Yes, but the conditionalist can-
not make it so, but when the Lord
speaks through the medium of the
Spirit and says, "be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world" right then
ancl not until then are we lifted up in
our feelings, and given fresh courage to
press on. lVe then know that he has
clelivered, and are given faith to believe
that he will continue to deliver us
through all the toils and trials that he
has appointed that we shall endure here
in this life. He gives us the treasures
of darkness although we would not have
it this way. Nature must be crucified
and set in the background, and when it
is so then cometh forth that which en-
dureth forever-the perfection of the
spirit. How true did the poet express
it:

"Trials make the promise srveet;
Trials give new life to prayer;
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Trials bring me to his feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."

When we'are blest to see, lve cån say
with David, "This is the Lorcl's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes." And
again, "Let the redeemecl of the Lord
say so," and it is only the recleemecl of
the Lord that can say it is the truth.
They know it, not from reacling, but in-
stead they know it from experience.
Then having experience, they have
hope, ancl hope maketh not ashamecl
because the love of God is shed abroacl
in our hearts.

I hope I have not worried You rvith
my many statements. I hacl no idea that
I would write as much as I have, but
take what I have herein statecl and con-
sider the poor, unworthy feeling writer,
and if it is possible cast the mantle of
charity over me. O my soul, horv coulcl
I get along if it r,vere not for the grace
of my brethren which God alone gives
them. I want to ever live at their feet.
I feel that I can see that the Lorcl has
anointed them, ancl I love them for this
cause. They are, I trust, my kinclrecl,
even yolt my precious brother rvhom I
hold in the highest regard, one rvho Gocl

has called to stancl on the walls of Zion
to cry unto spiritual Jerusalem, "that
her iniquity is parclonecl: for she hath
receivecl of the Lord's hand clouble for
all her sins." Yes, I love all those who
walk meekly before him, ancl horv pre-
cious are those who have to bear "the
burden of the rvorcl of the Lorcl." May
the dear God of our salvation keep us

and bless us to "earnestly contend for
the faith which wâs once delivered unto
the saints." May I say press on ancì

fight the good flght of faith. The Lord
has come and he will come again ancl

make our souls glacl, and flll us with the
spirit of thanksgiving, and to his name

shall be all the praise, honor and glory.

Let me quote the language of the serv-

ant of God, Moses: "HaPPY art thou, O

Israel: who is like unto thee, O people
savecl by the Lord."

Kindly remember me to the many
clear and precious brethren, and give
my regards to your family. With best
wishes to you, and begging that yolr re-
member me when at a rich throne of
grace. Write me again. The Lord be
with you. Your little brother in hope.

(E*lderÌ F. w. RHoDtrs

Route 1, Box 78, Smithfield, Texas
Dnan BnnTHREN: If you will allow
such a worm as I to thus aclclress you.
I am not gifted by words or by pen to
express my poor, lorvly feelings. I was
reared by goocl Old Primitive Baptists.
My mother and dacl would go to church
ten or twelve miles by wagon and mules
as that was fifty years ago and the only
mode of travel. Being small, of course
they carriecl me, and for some unhnown
reason after I grew up they quit going
and of a surety at tlnat tender age no
one taught me the way I believe.

When nineteen I married a fine girl
ancl to our union there are two fine boys
and they have families of their orvn. At
trventy-one I united with the Mission-
ary Baptist Church. I was scared into
it by the religion they preached which
is so prevalent to-day and was in the
clays of olcl. "In these lay a great mul-
titude of impotent folk, of blind, halt,
witherecl, r,vaiting for the moving of
thc water. For an angel went clown at
a certain season into the pool, and
troublecl the water: (the people) whoso-
ever then first after the troubling of
the water stepped in was made whole
of whatsoever disease he had. And a
certain mân was there, which hacl an
infirmity thirty ancl eight yeârs. When
Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had
been now a long time in that case, he
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made
whole? The impotent man answered
him, Sir, I have no man, when the water
is troubled, to put me into the pool:
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but while I am coming, another steP-
peth down before me. Jesus saith unto
him, Rise, take up thy bed and walk."
Realizing I was with the wrong people
I quit going to church. I moved to Ft.
Worth, Texas in 1941. It had been
many years since I had heard a Primi-
tive Baptist sermon. In 1948, my eldest
brother who is an Elder, asked me to go
to the Association. I went and was bap-
tized by my olclest brother in the good
old faith. I did not have any one to
teach me or coax me into that. John 3:B
says, "The wincl bloweth where it list-
eth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit." I feel so unworthy
to even try to mix and associate rvith
the good people I have met, but that
does not lessen the clesire I have to be
with them.

I get great comfort and rejoicing in
reading tlne Signs rvhich was sent to
me by my Elder brother. Reading the
good writings and experiences of the
dear brethren ancl sisters of the faith
that was clelivered to the saints is about
all the comfort I get. I feel I have been
crucified to the love and lusts of the
world for I have no desire to mix and
mingle rvith them.

Wishing, if not in vain, all of the
children of God the best in everything
that the clear Savior sees fit to give, I
am a sinner desiring your prayers'
Your lorvly brother I hope in Christ.

T. T. RtrID
2085 East BroadrvaY,
Vancouver, B. C., Canada

SICT.¡S OF THE TIMES, INC., DOAN BNNTTT-

npN: The thought in mind is Zion's joy
and the hymn,

"Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love !

The fellowship of kindred minds
Is tike to that above."

A back number of the Signs has filled

me with joy, a joy which the rvorld can-
not take àwày. Oh, the beautiful letters.
I am now reading the fifth one. These
writers repeat thoughts and fears which
have also been in my mind, and a holy
love for Christ's sahe reaches out to
Zion. Then ere I am aware my cup fills
up as I feasted on the light given to
Brother H. L. Rogers. I thought of my
aged mother just before she died. She
had been reading about the resurrection
and decided that there is no one who
knows rvhat that change is. But oh,
how sweet when some light comes shin-
ing into our understanding which en-
ables this writer to explain it to us.

Sister Campbell repeats so much
which I have experienced from time to
time. I believe I once saw her in On-
tario. So we reach out in love and joy
when the waters of life flow tor'vard us.
I appreciate Brother Perdue's inspired
view of the pure truth down through
the ages, and I hnow something about
Brother Lawson's feeling as he reached
eagerly for the Signs from the mail box.
He expresses my fears and need for the
prayers of Zion. Often have I feared
al¡out my silent tongue rvhen perhaps I
shoulcl have J:een confessing my Savior
l¡efore the sons of men. I must not get
startecl with all this flowing joy from
that river that flows past the city of
God with trees on either side, the leaves
of rvhich are for the healing of the na-
tions, because I rvant to copy letters
from other people who have been led
down into cleep rvaters in Zion. But I
must tell you that this very morning
the busy world has rececled to give place
to that shining armour in Ephesians.
"Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, hav-
ing your loins girt about with truth,
and having on the breastplate of right-
eousness; And your feet shod with the
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preparation of the gospel of peace;
Above all, taking the shielcl of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery clarts of the wickecl. Ancl tahe
the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of Gocl:
Praying always with all prayer ancl
supplication in the Spirit, ancl watching
therennto with all perseverânce ancl
supplication for all sâints."

I have before me a hungry, joyful
letter from a predestinarian Baptist
who loves tlne Si,gns ancl rcpeats that
there is nothing else lihe the church
meetings and three clay associations.
The writer is C. P. Hnnter, Route 1,
Marion, Ill. The clear view of some light
in Zion remincls me of the pure golcl ancl
the clear crystal. I must pause with
sweet mecliation lingering in the midst
of Brother Roger's vision and Sister
Slusher's humble heaven-born thoughts.
I wish I could visit with some one this
morning about Christ before Pilate,
Paul before Agrippa, the beautiful
prayers of Christ, Paul, David, Solomon
and so much more than that. I did have
a bleak, lonely experience lately but that
has left. Humbly,

(Miss) CATHERINE M. DUFFUS

Son anrl God the Holy Ghost, Three in
one God. In which great covenant all
the whole Church was chosen before the
founclation of the world, and the Church
was given Christ, and Christ was given
the Church, and FIe was macle the Sur-
ety for each member of His body, the
Church, covenant-bouncl to safely lancl
each of these chosen ones on the
blissful shores of Heaven Eternal some
sweet day. Just as the law of our land
makes the husband responsible for the
clebts of his wife, so is Christ respon-
sible to God for His Bride, made of God
unto her "Wisdom, righteousness, sanc-
tification and redemption."

Jesus has paicl the rvhole sin-debt.
Nothing stands against the Church to-
day, nol' ever any more will stancl
against it, in God's sight, for He sees
the Church as She stands in Christ,
"Holy and without blame before Him in
love" ås She shall manifestly stand on
that last and flnal day. Resurrection
Morn. With all my very soul, I believe
ihis, Brother Rogers, whether I'm em-
bracecl in it or not, it stands forever the
truth.

We rvere not born of earthly parents
to become their children but because we
o,Ireacly uere their children. Birth only
made it manifest. So it is, Spiritually.
Like Elder Hammoncl said at Elkhorn
Association, several years âgo. "Breth-
ren, if a chilcl is born in your home, if
it ain't your child before it's born, I'll
swear it ain't afterwarcl !" A blunt ex-
pression but uncleniably true.

I have not always l¡elieved this doc-
trine, Brothers Rogers. f was a l¡itter
enemy to it once. I can't say I hated the
Old Baptist Tteople, but I hated the doc-
trine of Electing Grace. To me, then,
it appeared unfair, unjust. Yet, I'd take
the Olcl Baptist papers my Daddy sub-
scribed to (when I got old enough to
reacl) and go off to myself, and read the
precious experiences written therein,
and cry, feeling "O how good these peo-

Cascade, Va.
Dn¡.n BnotHER RocERS: Your circular
letter in the Pocatalico Minutes you sent
me was so complete, I can't help want-
ing to write, and tell you that's exactly
what I believe, whatever I am, and ably
written, so much so that it was God
through you, by His Spirit, that wrote.
No man of himself coulcl do this.

Oh ! how can it be possible, that so
vile a wretched sinner as I, could know
the truth, whether spohen or written ?

Yet it is so. Whether I'm embraced in
it or not. I believe in a covenant, ancl
in a covenant-keeping God. Said cove-
nant being held in the annuals of Eter-
nity, between God the Father, God the

*:k
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ple are, they have a home in Heaven,
and I, poor sinner am doomed to hell !"
Picture to yourself a poor little boy, who
began grieving over his sins when too
small and too young to go to natural
school. Feeling to be a lone stranger,
a homeless one, black sheep of my fath-
er's family, and, rvhen old enough to go
to school, felt to be one alone, a target
for other children to make fun of, and
scorn and ridicule. Making all kinds of
promises to God, as I wandered in the
foothills of the Blue Ridge mountains
of Virginia, begging for mercy, and
broke every promise I ever made, thus
seeming to make my damnation all the
more sure, for I had lied to God. How
I would dread to see the evening sun go
down ! Bringing on the dark shaclows
of night, and I rvould go to bed, cry my-
self to sleep many a time, fearful I'd
never see the dawning of a new day in
this world any more, that hell was my
awful doom. Mother or Dad would hear
my mulfled crying, and would ask, "Lay-
ton, what's the matter with you." I'd
sây, "nothing." Thus lying again.
That's how most of my childhood was
spent, Brother Rogers. I have been a
mourning stranger almost all my days.
It used to be the sins I had committed
that grieved me. Now it's what I daily
commit.

On Sept. 16, 1911, I first saw the light
of day in this natural kingdom. On
Aug. 4, 1939, I first sau'the light of day
in the Spiritual Kingdom, I hope, when
peace was spoken into my soul by these
words coming into my very heart of
my soul, in f elt pouJer. "For by grace
are you saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves : it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should
boast." Ephesians, 2-B:9.

This is the manifest reason to me,
uhy I believe as I do today. For ever
since that day, I have never feared hell
nor satan ânymore, and I have had a
hope of Heaven Eternal, dating from

Aag. 4,1939, until now. If I am a child
of God, now, f have always been one, in
His mind and will. My experience is
evidence to me. Born again, not to
become a child, but because I am a child
of the most High God. This is my hope.
I find with the poet.

"Mixtures of joy and sorrow,
I claily do pass through."

One verse reacls:
"Sometimes it (hope) grows so

little
I almost lay it by,
Again, it seems sufficient
If I were called to die."

I knou I'm a sinner by nature and
practice. I'm fearful I'm a deceived de-
ceiver, and I hope I'm a child of God,
all at the same time.

Another poet expresses my feelings,
as much as possible to be done in this
world by mortal words:

"'Tis seldom f can ever see
Myself as I could wish to be;
What I des'ìre,I can't atLain;
From what I L¿ate I can't refrain."

With all my very soul, these words
contain a word picture of this poor
grieving, mourning soul.

Farewell, lest I weary you.
When driven to your knees by the

knowledge you have no where else to
go, won't you please try to remember
this poor, unworthy sinner ?

Humbly submitted in hope.
(trlder) LAYTON WINGFItrLD

:F >13 ,k

Bloomburg, Texas
Dnan Slc¡¡s oF THE Trvins: f am sorry
to be late in sending in my subscription.
I greatly desire to continue reading the
Signs. To my understanding it is the
best Primitive Baptist llaper I ever read.
I began reading mother's paper many
years ago. It stands firm in that saving
grace. God saves his people by sending
his spirit of love and great mercy into
the hearts and lives of poor sinners
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such as L It is comfort and peace in
your heart when you can hear that
small voice saying, if God is with you
no man can hinder.

I am deeply saddenecl to knorv of the
passing of Elder Dodson. f never met
him in person, but I r,vas clrawn to him
in that sweet spiritual love God gives
his people to love one another. I felt to
know him by his writings. They always
brought much comfort and peace in my
heart anil mind. I believe he is at rest
and crowned with joy and peace for-
ever,

I am enclosing my remittance for re-
nerval for one year, and the balance to
be used to help tÌne Si,gns càt:t:y on. f re-
main a very little sister in that blessecl
hope in God if inclucled at all.

(Mrs.) MAGGIE SIMMONS

Stella, N. C.
Dn¿n BnoTFIERN: I am enclosing re-
mittance to advance my subscription
date to 1952. I hope, if it is the Lord's
will, that I may be able to take it what
time I live here in this worlcl of trouble.
I do enjoy reading t]ne Si.gns, and if I
knorv my heart I love the doctrine it
sets forth. I am seventy-three years olcl
and have had many troubles and trials,
yet I feel the Lord has been good to this
poor sinner, and has given me a sweet
hope, though at times it seems so little
I think I will throw it by, but at other
times it seems sufficient if I were callecl
to die. I am so often made to lament
and monrn, feeling surely I have never
known anything about the goodness
of an all wise God, and say if I was one
of his little ones surely my troubles and
trials woulcì not have been so gt'eat.
But, dear people of God, rvhen I am
made to look over my past life, and see
how he has ilelivered this poor sinner,
and am made to knorv there is no help
in man, but only One who could deliver
me, then I am made to rejoice in the
midst of my troubles. I am made to
know that there is a merciful God that

has all power in heaven and earth, and
none can say what doest thou great
Jehovah for in him is everlasting life.

Oh, if I could only live in honor to
his dear name r,vhat time I have to spare
in this unfrienclly world, but

"I find myself out of the way,
My thoughts are often gone astray;
Like one alone I seem to be;
Oh ! is there any one lihe me !

From an unrvorthy sister.
(Mrs.) NOMA A. RHUE

Route 1, Indian Valley, Va.
Dnan BnptHREN: I receivecl "Sholvers
of Rain" rvhich I enjoyeil very much.
I also enjoy reacling tlne S'igns of the
T'itnes. I have been a member of the
Olcl School Baptist Church for almost
trvo years. I believecl the doctrine as
far back as I can remember and longed
to be in the church many years before
I unitecl, but felt too unworthy to be
among God's people. I believe God's
r,vill shall be done, and when the right
time came I united with the church at
Indian Creek, Floycl Co., Va. anil was
baptized by our pastor, Elder Landon
Harris.

The cloctrine the Old School Baptists
preach is my fooil ancl my drinh. I was
blessecl to attend six associations and
two union meetings last summer and
fall, ancl hearcl some rvonderful preach-
ing. I feel like Gocl's people are macle
to sit together in heavenly places in
Christ. By their love one for another
they are brought together by the r,vill
of God ancl I hope I am one of his little
ones. I believe I have an ear to hear
and a minil to understanil when I hear
the truth preached without any effort
on my part.

My husband was killed in action in
World War II leaving me a wiclow for
six years rvith three daughters. In my
sorrorv and trouble, which felt I was
unable to bear, the Lord was my only
comforter. My husband was a believer
0f Old Baptist doctrine but not a mem-
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ber of the church.
His aunt, Sister Minnie Turman's ex-

perience was in t}re Signs of April L950'
She was an invalid for almost twenty
years and passed away Dec. 2, 1950. She
bore all her sufferings with patience.
trlder Golden Flarris preached at her
home one month before she died. She
told me that sermon did her more good
than any medicine she could have taken.
The week before the meeting she was
blessed to sing "Amazing Grace." At
her request Elders Golden and Landon
Ftrarris preachecl her funeral at Indian
Creek Church. She leaves her husband,
Miles Turman, trvo daughters, four
sons, and two granddaughters. Five
children preceded her in death. Before
she died she remarked that her grave
would be covered with flowers and they
would be frozen. It was very cold the
clay she rvas buried. Her last words
rvere that she wanted to go to her
heavenly home. I feel that she is sweet-
ly resting, awaiting the resurrection of
the saints where there will be no sorrow
or suffering. How wonderful to meet
our loved ones, be lihe our blessed Jesus
and be satisfled. To be satisfied is some-
thing we do not experience in this
world of sin and sorrow except for a
few moments at a time. Your li'utte sis-
ter in hope.

(l\{rs.) 
:otï" 

E. TURMAN

1650 E. Polk Street,
Paris, Texas

Mr. & l\{rs. C. tr. White,
Winnsboro, îexas
Dp¡,n BnorHER AND Srs'rpn:

fn a precious hope of eternal life
from God, through our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, if indeed it has
pleased God to ordain a weak sinful
creature like I see myself to be to ever
be prepared by the preparation of God's
perfect wisdom and mighty power to be
a son subject to redemption from sin
and everlasting destruction, which

cometh only through the poured-out
blood of Jesus Christ, the only name
given under Heaven and among men
whereby we must be saved:

Being due you an answer to two of
your recent letters I feel it my duty to
try to answer them as they both brought
to me a feeling of srveet fellowship and,
I hope, lecl my mind into some degree
of meditation as well as a heartfelt
nearness to one of God's highly blessed
pilgrims along the way of life.

I hope that God may bless me with
the guicìance of His spirit that I may
not be a burclen and annoyance by bor-
ing you with my weak and stammering
effort.

In St. John 3:14 we find this lan-
guage: "And as Moses lifted uP the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the son of man be lifted up, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life." Norv, before
we are able to grasp the sum and sub-
stance of this scripture or to be able
to understand what is under consicìera-
tion, or how it can come to Pass so it
will benefit God's humble poor to their
comfort and ediflcation it is necessary
for us to go to the 21st chapter of Num-
bers and get the history of why Moses
lifted up this serpent which is under
consicìeration in this scripture' We flnd
that Moses was leading the Children of
Israel out of, the lancl of bondage to the
Lancl of Promise bY way of the Red
Sea, and that they had become discour-
aged ancl spohe against God and against
Moses, their minds having gone back to
their life of bondage and to the flesh
pots and to the bread which theY had
eaten to their full. So they murmured
against God and against Moses, saying,
"Why have you brought us out of Egypt
to die in this rvilderness ? There is no
bread, neither is there any water and
our soul loatheth this light bread." We

will notice this word "Loatheth," mean-

ing extreme dislike, and as we begin to
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take a spiritual view of this picture rve
flndl the light bread here spoken of to
be the heavenly manna which Gocl sent
clorvn from Heaven, ancl rve find that the
man who stancls in the state of nature
leceiveth not the things of the spirit,
for they are not spiritually cliscernecl,
neither incleecl can be" Also we see
these people as National Israel ancl as a
r,vhole replesent the rvhole Ailamic gen-
eration before the Gospel Covenant or
the nerv birth, and urho, on this journey,
rvere uncler the covenant God macle with
Moses for the Chilc'lren of Islael, which
covenant is referrecl to as the Mosiac
Larv ancl servecl as a school master to
bring Gocl's chilclren unto Grace, but
hacl not the pou'er to give them eternal
life by theil complying with its concìi-
tions.

So rvhen they had murmured against
Gocl and Moses the Loril sent flery ser-
pents among the people ancl they bit
the people ancl much people of Israel
diecl. Now, we rvill notice it does not
say all the people rvere bitten, neither
cloes it say all the people diecl. Notice
the language as spolien in NumJ:ers
21 :7 ancl see rvho this language repre-
sents. I believe it r,viil have a familiar
tone or souncl to any of Gocl's humble
poor rvho have been callecl out of the
Lancl of Darkness into God's marvelous
light. When they have received life to
tnove ancl feel, sight to sce, ancl hearing
to hear through being an infant of spir-
ituaÌ life and able to survive only on the
sincere milh of the rR'ord, ancl they come
forth confessing their sins anil showing
a desire to seeh linor,vieclge ancl help
from mother', father, brother, or sister,
or from the nearest ancl dearest friend
on earth in whorn they can put con-
fìdence, rvhat clo they say? Just as the
Children of Israel in Numbers 2\:7-
"Therefore the people came to Moses
and said: we have sinnecl against the
Iiord and against thee. Pray unto the

Lord that he tahe arvay these serpents
from us." Is not this the desire of all
of God's little ones when they come
forth repenting and confessing their
sins, not realizing from whence deliver-
ance comes ?

"And l\,Ioses prayecl for the people."
We feel here that Moses stancls as a
figure of our Lorcl and Saviour Jesus
Christ, as he is the meiliator between
Gocl and His people. "And the Lord
saicl unto Moses, mahe thee a flery ser-
pent ancl set it Ltpon a pole; ancl it
shall come to pass that every one that
is bitten r,vhen he looketh upon it shall
live" (Num. 21:B). So often we hear
this scripture spoken of rvith the ap-
plication thereof "Look and Live" ancl
rvith the interpretation that all who cle-
siled by the will of the mind of man
coulcl look and receive life. Norv, let
me ash this question: even in those days
of Moses rvhere clicl this power of life
lay ? Was it in the serpent of brass
r,vhich Moses made at the command of
Gocl, by which life was sustained for'
those who u'ere bitten; that is, those
who stand in the curse of sin ? We
notice in Numbers 21 :6 where much
people of Israel (I believe this means
National Israel) dlied before Israel was
brought to her hnees and came forth
confessing her sins and asking for pray-
er by Moses that these serpents be re-
movecl from among them and before
the remedy for sin, that is, the remedy
for the serpent bite, r,vas orclerecl by
God and before the serpent was raised
Lrp on the pole. Now clear ones, Gocl lóe-
ing all r,vise ancl all porverful ancl cle-
claring that He cloeth all things after
the counsel of His own rvill, why dicl
these people of lsrael die ? We must acl-
mit that Gocl, being the source of all
life, both natural and spiritual, and
that neithey can come from any other
source other than from the great Foun-
tain Head, God, that the power of life
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demonstrated in those days through the
brazen brass serpent must have come
to them by the power of God manifest
through the brazen serpent.

Again lve will notice that only those
who rvere bitten by the serpent had ac-
cess to looh upon the serpent ancl live.
This brings to our mind the scripture
which says: "Come unto me all ye who
are weary and heavy laclen and I will
give you rest (this being the language
of Christ) : take my yoke upon you ancl
learn of me, for I am meek and lorvly
in heart and I rvill give you rest." To
rvhom is this spoken ? trs it the rvhole
rvorld (or the rvhole nation of Israel) ?

No, it is only to those rvho are weary
and heavy laclen, to those rvho have
been made alive to see their sins ancl
to mourn over or because of them and
them that are burdened because they
see no way of escape from destruction:
those people rvho died of the serpent
bite in the rvilderness from the journey
from Egypt to the Promised Land
which flowed with milk and honey, died
only a natural death and so beautifully
typifies the class of people lçnorvn as the
children of wrath, or the non-elect, or
children of the Evil One, who, though
being alive naturally, still stand in the
region of darliness, not having been
called out of darkness into the mar-
velous light and liberty of God.

Agajn rve have this scripture: "Death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who sinned not after the simulti-
tude of Adam's transgression." I do
not understand that any of God's chos-
en generation ever diecl a death from
or to loose eternal life, because Gocl or-
dained his only begotten son to stand
before the foundation of the rvorld as

though He were a lamb ah'eady slain
for the sins of his people. Christ tells
us that no man can come unto Him ex-
cept the Father who sent me draw him'
We again see God's power here mani-

fested through the brazen brass ser-
pent, yet it was not the life FROM the
serpent but from God THROUGH the
serpent.

In St. John 10:9 Christ tells us he is
the door. "By me, if any man enter in
he shall be saved ancl go in and out and
lìnd pasture." St. John 5:30-31-"I can
of my own self clo nothing." "I hear; f
judge; ancl my judgment is just, be-
cause I seek not mine own rvill, but the
rvill of the Father rvhich hath sent me.
1f I bear witness of myself my lt'itness
is not true." Therefore we see the pow-
er being manifested from God through
His dear Son.

Again we hear Christ saying the
Father gave Him power to give eternal
life to as many as the Father hath
given Him. Our mind again goes back
to the brass serpent which Moses made
and which the peotrtle of Israel looked
Lrpon according to the command of God
that life might be saved or that they
rnight continue to live, which so beauti-
fully figuerates that eternal life which
God orclained before time that it should
not come to an end but be everlasting.

Norv, what became of that brazen
brass serpent? And why? In II Kings
18:4 we read that rvhen King Hezehiah,
a righteous king, had come into reign,
and here I quote: "He removed the high
places, and break the images, and cut
dorvn the groves, and breah in pieces
the brazen serpent that Moses hacl
made: for unto those days the children
of Israel dicl burn incense to it (the
serpent) and he called it Nehushton
(which is translated, a piece of brass) ".
So we see that the children of Israel
had gone off into iclolotry and false
worship, in that they were worshipping
things which had not life, knowledge,
or life-giving power and had not been
given to see God's marvelous light but
were still sitting in the shadorv of death
and in the region of darkness.
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In I Cor. 13:tr Paul, in speaking to

the Corinthian breihren says: "Though
I speak with the tcngues of meu and
of Angels and have not charity, f am
become as souncling l:rass or a tinkling
cymbol." As rve unclcrstancl Paul's lan-
guage here, rvithout charity, which is
necessary to possess the love ancl spirit
of Gocl, ancl without the presence of
Gocl's spirit ancl love it is impossi]¡le
to serve God and to please fiir"r. So
then u.e are cleacl to spiritual life and
things and therefole \,ve become as
sounding brass or tinkling cymboìs be-
calrse we have not the power: of God
r'vorking through us. Again lve see this
brazen serpent in its clay of originiza-
tion or the time it rvas maile and raised
on a pole to be used in the type of re-
ligious r,vorship common in that time
and circumstances has been referred to
as an example of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, ancl points to the brolcen
body of our Lord who, according to
Gocl's orclination before the world was
must be J¡roken on the cross to pour
out His Jrlood to supply the fountain
lvhich r,vashes rvhite the souls of the
entire blood-bought host of God, and
rvhose bocly, after He hacl conquered all
the foes that Gocl hacl ordained should
be conquered, even cleath being the last
foe, shoulcl be put uncler His feet, and
being raised by the spirit of God, who
raised Him up, came forth victorious
over all, and shoulcl ascend to sit at the
right hand of God the Father to make
intercession for the saints unto the
Father until the time when He shall
come to receive the whole bioocl-washed
host of saints ancl present them unto
the Father. I hope I feel so glad that
the salvation of man does not depencl
upon the weah, feeble conclitions which
man can perform.

Just a rveah, unrvorthy sinner saved
by Gocl's Grace if at all.

(Elder) S. O. TATUM

ORDINATION OF' A DEACON
MrNurns oF THE Pn¡seyrnny

Pursuant to the call, heretofore sent
out, by New Hope Church for a Pres-
bytery to be organizecl on the above
clate for the purpose of the ordination
of Brother Ed Chandler to the office of
Deacon of New l{ope Church the fol-
lowing Elclers and Deacons to wit:
llders R. W. Rhodes, John Lee Smith,
John T. Everitt and W. A. Speer; Dea-
cons T. J. Smith, S. J. Slaughter, L. S.
Hill, W. J. Pilgreen, M. F. Smith, and
Hiiton Gooclrvin, met and organized
themselves into a Presbytery by elect-
ing Elder R. W. Rhodes as Moderator
ancl W. A. Speer as Clerk. Brother
John L. Smith was appointed as spohes-
man for the Church. Whereupon said
spokesman then presented Brother Ed
Chancller to the Presbytery. After due
examination of Brother trd Chandler
as to cleportment, qualifications and evi-
clence of God's gift to him as a Deacon
to the satisfaction of the Presbytery,
the Presbytery proceeded to orclain
him as follows:

The Presbytery selectecl trlder John
T. trveritt to word the prayer and El-
der R. W. Rhocles to cleliver the charge.
Then proceedecl with the laying on of
hancls of the Presbytery and in prayer
by Elder John T. Everitt and the cleliv-
ery of the charge of Elder R. W. Rhodes.

Then the Presbytery returned Deacon
Ecl Chancller to the Church as a cluly
ordained Deacon and commend him to
all orilerly and orthodox Primitive Bap-
tist as being sound in cloctrine, caye-
ful in deportment and humble in the
display of God's gift to the office of
Deacon.

The right hancl of fellowship was
given Deacon trd Chandler by the mem-
bers of the Presbytery, New Hope
Church and other Brethren, Sisters and
friends.

These minutes of the proceedings
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rvere then read and approved, and the
Presbytery having finished the duties
called upon to perform was clismissed in
order with pyayey by trlcler John Lee
smith' 

:k ;r. +

ORDINATION OF A DEACON
MINutns oF THE PnPsBYtnnY

Pursuant to the call, heretofore sent
out, by Rehobeth Church for a Pres-
b).tery to be organizecl on the 6th day
of May, 1951, for the PurPose of the
ordination of Brother A. L. Rowell to
the office of Deacon of Rehobeth Church,
ancl the call rvas further maile that for
the convenience of all concerned it was
by motion, second and unanimous âP-
proval in Conference at' Rehobeth
Church on Sunday, April Bth, 1951, cli-

recting that said Presbytery be organ-
ized and held at New HoPe Church in
South Ouachita Association, thereupon
the following Elders and Deacons to-
wit: Elders R. \M. Rhodes, John Lee
Smith, John T. Everitt and W' A.
Speer; Deacons T. J. Smith, S. J.
Slaughter, L. S. Hill, W. J. Pil-
green, M. F. Smith, and Hilton Good-
win, met at said time and Place ancl

organized themselves into a Presbytery
by electing Elder R' W. Rhodes as Mocl-
erator ancì W. A. Speer as Clerk. Broth-
er Hilton Goodwin rvas appointed as

spokesman for the Church. lVhereupon
said spohesman then presented Brother
A. L. Rowell io the Presbytery. After
due examination of Brother A. L' Rou-
ell as to deportment, qualifications ancl

evidence of God's gift to him as a Dea-
con to the satisfaction of the Presby-
tery, the Presbytery proceecled to or-
clain him as follows:

The Presbytery selectecl Elder John
T. Everitt to worcl the prayer ancl Elder
R. W. Rhodes to deliver the charge, ancl
proceeded with the laying on of hands

of the PresbyterY and in PraYer bY

said Elder John T. trveritt and the de-

livery of the charge by Elder R' \ /'
Rhodes.

Then the Presbytery returned Deacon
A. L. Rowell to the Church as a dulY
ordained Deacon and commend him to
all orderly and orthodox Primitive Bap-
tist as being sound in doctrine, càre-
ful in deportment and humble in the
clisplay of God's gift to the office of
Deacon.

The right hancl of fellowship was
given Deacon A. L. Rowell by the mem-
bers of the Presbytery, Rehobeth
Church and other Brethren, Sisters and
friends.

These minutes of the proceedings
rvere then read and aplrrovecl, ancl the
Presbytery having flnished the duties
called upon to perform was dismissed
in order with prayer,by trlder John Lee
Smith.

(Elder) R. W. RHODES, Moderutot"
(Elder) *.*o. aïtt*.1 Cterk

ENDOWMENT FUND
Some time back a reader of the Si'gns

sr.rggested that an endowment fund be
set up by the Signs of tlte Tinzes. "Ihe
party rvho made the suggestion was not
a member, but a very good friend, and
we approve of the suggestion, believing
it to be one of the rvays a fund can be
built up through the years to help send
the paper to those not able to pay for it.

There are several ways this fund can
be contributed to:

By a direct gift to the fund for your
self ; by a gift in memory of some loved
one who loved the paper, and by leaving
something in your rvill to the paper for
this funcl. In what better rvay could
you dispose of part of what the Lord
has given you than by leaving a Patt
to help carîy on the worh of our family
paper.

ENoowtrrNr FUND:
Miss B. R. Fox, N. J., $100.00 in

memory of her mother, Mrs. Ella M.
Fox.
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EDITORIAL
"Wh,osoeae¡' belieueth tha,t Jesus is
the Christ ,is born of Godi úncl eaer?/
one tlLcLt loaeth, hint thnt begat louetlt,
luim, ulso th,at i,s begutten of ltim. Ist.
John Verse l.
Accorcling to the word of divine truth

the eviclence of the ner,v birth in the
heart of a person is evidenced by two
things; believing that Jesus is the
Christ, and a manifest love for God,
and the children of God. These two
things are clearly set forth in the scrip-
tures and are closely related one \vith
the other. One cannot be a believer anil
not love God. Neither can one love God,
and his children, and not be a believer.
We cannot consider one without the
other for they are manifest by the spirit.

Let us notice closely the reading of
the text. It does not say that rvhosoever
believeth that Jesus was the one to
come, but ìMhosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of Gocl.
There is a difference in believing in

Jesus, and believing he r,vas the Christ.
To believe he was the Christ one must
be favored to see him as the anointeC of
Gocl, the one who was full of Grace ancl
truth.

There never seemed to be much dis-
puting about the worcl Jesus. It was
given to him before he was born. An
angel appearecl to Joseph telling him
not to be afraicl to take the Virgin Mary
as his wife, for that lvhich was con-
ceived in her was of the Holy Ghost;
that she would bring forth a son, ancl
his name woulal l¡e called Jesns, because
he would save his people from their
sins. When he was born this name
seemed acceptabìe to the Jews, his own
nation. To accept him as the Christ was
another matter.

The nåme Jesus means Jehovah,
saviour, the one able to save. The worcl
Christ means anointecl, the Messiah, the
promised one and the one that was will-
ing to save.

Jesus Christ appears in the proph-
ecies as the one boih able and willing to
save. If the rvorcì Jesus could have per-
fectly described him he woulcl not have
been also called Christ. One could be
able to save a person ancl yet have no
desire to do so. Also one might desire
to accomplish something ancl still not
have the power to do it. Jesus as the
Christ manifested both a willingness to
save, and the power to accomplish his
clesire. It rvas his delight to do the rvill
of him that sent him. "I delight to clo
thy will O, Gocl." For the joy set before
him he endure the cross, despising
shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.

In John 15-11 Jesus says "These
things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your.
joy might be full. Jesus desired that
his followers might have some knowl-
edge of his joy in saving them, and as
his joy remains in us so our joy is full.
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If one should give us a precious gift
and we had no knorvledge of the great
love of the giver, and the joy they re-
ceived in the giving there rvoulcl be
soinething lacking. So it is in Salvation.
l\fuch of the joy of salvation comes frorn
the hnowledge of the great love he had
for us, and the offering of himself with-
out spot to God for us that we through
him might live.

V7hen Jesus went forth to be talçen
to be crucified He rvent forth to meet
His enemies. He never drerv back,
but rn'hen the enemy told Him that
they rvere locking for Jesus, he saicl "I
am he." Here u'e see that his sacrifice
required a cup of suffering he rvas ready
to drink it. No rvoncler it is said that
in him rve have peace; through the
knorvledge of him as the Christ.

David as a type of Christ offered to
fight the battle for his brethern rvhen
they faced the giant Goliath. T'hey did
not send for him, yet the love he hacl
for them caused him to offer to battle
their enemy who had challengecl the
armies of the living God. In offering of
his own accord to fight their battle he
was a symbol of Christ in his rvilling-
ness to save. When he slerv him, ancl
cut off his heacl rvith his own sword he
appears as the prcmised one r,vho rvas
able to save.

Solomon in his desire to build the
temple as a type of the Church shows
the willingness of Jesus Christ to save
his heart's delight. I will build m¡'
church says the saviolrr. In the erection
of the building rvithout the sound of an
iron tool being heard shows Jesus
as the one able to bring the timber, and
erect the temple.

Where Jesus Christ rvas presented in
the Old Testament by type he is the
fullness of all the needs of his people.
In the life of Solomon as a type he is
presented as the wisest of all; in his
riches as being rich in mercy. Job is

the pabient sufferer, and Sampson as
the one rvho slew his enemies in his
cleath. This not only presents him as
the rvilling one, but one rvho was able to
save; who overcame ancl clestroyed his
encrnies so far as their power to destroy
one of his little ones.

trn pointing out one born to God,
ancl the evidence of it the al:ostle shows
that one is not just a believer in .Tesus,
but he must believe that Jesus is the
Christ; That he has all por,ver in heaven,
ancl in earth and the rvorh of salvation
was a rvork of Joy.

The Jervs as a nation loolçed for a
l\{essiah to come, ancl the spirit of Jesus
in the prophets signified his sufferitrg,
and the Glor¡. that rvould follorv. Yet
it r,vas an earthly looking, and the cle-
sire for an earthly glory. When he ap-
pears as the humble carpenter's son;
telling them that the foxes had holes
ancl the birds of the air nests, but the
son of man had no place to lay his head
they rvere disappointed in him. He to
them hacl no resemblance of the Christ
they loohed for.

What a wonderful blessing to you, as
subjects of Gocl's Grace to see him as
the Christ" He is the chiefest among
ten thousand, anil one altogether lovely.
The Joy of Salvabion is imparted to yott
l'ly his spirit. For joy he sold all that
he had ancl bought the fleld for the pearl
that rvas in it. The pearl is of great
price; the blood of him u'ho clied that
rve might live. FIow glad we are that
he is dcscribed as the one anointed to
preach good tidings unto the meek; to
bind up the brolien hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and the opening
of the prisons to them that are bound;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our
God: to comfort all that mourn in Zion,
to give them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness: that
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they may be called trees of righteous-
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he
might be glorified.

My beloved friends if the experiences
of the one benefltteil, and described
above apply to you, he has said "come
unto me all you that labor, and I rvill
give you rest." He bids you come bolclly
to the throne of Grace to obtain mercy,
and find grace to help, and you can only
come as you are given to believe that
Jesus is the Christ.

D. V. S.

State Roacl, Delarvare
August 2, 1881

Bnornpn Bnnnn:
I have been requestecl to write some-

thing for yonr columns on the subject
of the Sabbath clay; or, I may suppose
what is clesired is, how far the obliga-
tions of the old Jewish Sabbath are
bincling upon Christians under the gos-
pel dispensation. The subject has been
written upon, cliscussed through the
columns of the Signs, preached on and
talhed over, until I suppose all Old
School Baptists were thoroughly posted
ancl of one mincl.

As the term Sabbath was lìrst usecl
to designate clays and times set apart
for observance by the Israelites of old,
and ahvays used in reference to those
days ancl times, we of course must un-
derstand the term in that sense, as it
was understood, and as those days were
to be kept by the Israelites. When peo-
ple talk about keeping the Sabbath, ancl
enjoin the press on each other this keep-
ing of the Sabbath in these days, r've
have nothing else to go to to find what
is intended, and what this keeping of
the Sabbath is, but to the law given to
that people. To all readers who are
not reacl up on this subject, and have
been more or less in doubt as to whether
the obligations of the Jewish Sabbath
continued binding upon New Testament
saints, I would call attention first to

the fact that no Sabbath clay was ob-
served, or commanded to be observed,
before it was given to Israel. Neither
Enoch, nor Noah, nor Abraham, nor
Job, mention anything of a Sabbath day.
Not only is there no mention anywhere
from Aclam to Moses, either among the
sons of God or the sons of men, of a
Sabbath clay, but from Moses to Christ
we clo not find such a day known or ob-
served by any nation or people on earth
except Israel; neither do we find among
all the list of their crimes, and the
judgments upon them (the nations of
the earth) , àLy mention of Sabbath
breaking. We have then the Sabbath
clefinitely located, both as to time and
place, and it need not to be difficult to
fix both its character and design. This
cannot be better done that it is done by
the pen of inspiration, and by the word
of him who appointed the days and
years, and himself cleclared the design
of their appointment. "Verily my Sab-
baths ye shall keep: for it is a sign be-
tr,veen me ancl you throughout your gen-
erations; that ye may knor,v that I am
the Lorcl that cloth sanctify you." "Six
clays may work be done, but in the
seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to
the Loril: whosoever doeth any work
in the seventh day, he shall surely be put
to cleath. lVherefore the children of
Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the SaÌ:bath throughout their gen-
erations, for a perpetual covenant. It
is a sign betr,veen me ancl the children
of Israel forever." Ex. 31:13, 15-17. It
will be seen that this setting aparl of
the seventh day was not a day of wor-
ship or of assembling together, but
simply of abstaining from all manner
of work, ancl devoting the time to ab-
solute rest. As a sign, the observance
of certaj,n days ancl times as seâsons of
rest showecl that the Lord had sancti-
fied them in giving them rest from the
bondage and servitude of Egypt; and
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as a memorial of their deliverance these
Sabbaths were instituted, and enjoined
to be observed throughout their genera-
tions. It was not a question, in this ob-
servance of the Sabbath day, as to the
amount or hind of work, but whether
it was worh at all. As its observance
was rest, any kincl of work, even the
most trifling or the most benevolent,
was a violation of it. In the mere mat-
ter of resting, abstaining from all exer-
cise whatever, it might seem difficult
to see any worship or religious service
about it; but âs â memorial of rvhat the
Lord had clone for them, and a per-
petual thanh offering, w'e can see the
design and force of it. If it rvas a per-
fect rest that the Lord had given them,
the picture or memorial must present
it perfect, and the least particle of rvork
would mar its beauty, and spot and
destroy the perfection of it. The Lord
is jealous for his nåme's sahe, and for
his orvnåonor ancl glory; but he needs
nothing at the hands of his creatures.
It is for their sakes, and not for his
own, as they can be benefltted by it as
he cannot, that it is enjoinecl upon them.
His goodness and faithfulness to them
were such that there rvas alrvays com-
fort and profit to them in the remem-
brance of them. But such is the legal
bent of the minds of men, that even the
seâsons of rest ancl of feasting ap-
pointed unto that people each of them
memorials of some great clisplay of the
love ancl faithfulness of God to them,
became in their hands a mere round of
unmeaning legal duties, constituting a
bondage only less galling than that from
which they had been delivered. In this
view of the subject, of what possible
interest, or to what possible profrt could
these Sabbath days, or these Jewish
feast, be to any other people ? What
would the feast of the passover be to
Moabites or Assyrians, or to any other
people except those who had experi-

enced what they represented? We neecl
not wonder that there was a vail upon
the heart of national Israel, and that
they could not see the design and em-
blematic characLer of those sanctifled
days and times; for rvith all the light of
the Nerv Testament dispensation there
are multitudes now upon whose heart
the same evil remains untalçen away.
Hou' unsparingly the apostle denounced
the Galatian brethren, for that the5'
hacl got to observing days and times as
a religious service. After that Christ
.has come, as the end of all the larv and
the prophets, and brought to everlast-
ing righteousness, u'e woulcl supllose
that those rvho hacl faith in him woulcl
not feel any need to go back ancl dig
up out of the larv some religious duties.
Keeping the Sabbath day is one of the
most common phrases among' religious
people in this day that I could name.
It is a prominent theme of pulpit dis-
colrrse and of Sunday School teaching.
Not only is the observance of the Sab-
bath day enjoined as a Christian duty,
but its very strict and rigid observance
seems in the estimation of multitudes of
religious people to constitute a promi-
nent, if not the most important, part
of their religion. Have so many people
failed uttelly to unclerstanc'l that Chlist
i:; the end of the law? Or is it because
Christ has not become the end of the
larv to them? You that desire to be
under the law, do you hear what the
larv saith? If the Jewish Sabbath is
binding at all upon disciples, it is bind-
ing just as it rvas originally given. No
fire was allowed to be kindled, no
victuals cooked, no horses or oxen driv-
en, but men, women and servants, as
well as beasts, were to rest. The pen-
alty for violation was death. Every
seventh day and every seventh yeår was
to be so observed. Who among all the
advocates of Sabbath keeping but have
broken God's holy Sabbath? Who but
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has incurrecl the penalty ? Have they
not all macle void the lar'v through their
traditions, 'or rather, perhaps I should
say substituted their own traclitions for
the law? Insteacl of keeping the seventh
day, and resting from all their worhs,
they substitute a different day, ancl
make all imaginable uses of it, engaging
in a multitucle of rvorks ancl cluties, such
as they deem to be charitable or benevo-
Ient, or such as necessity or mercy
might seem to require, ancl call this
keeping the Sabbath. Without meaning
to say a worcl to the disparagement of
any commenclable action that may be
done on the flrst clay of the week, or on
any other day, it cannot consistently be
claimed that in this way the Jewish
Sabbath is kept.

From what I have alreacly rvritten it
will be unclerstood that I believe the
Jewish Sabbath, and all obligations to
observe it as such, have passed away,
with all the feasts, sacriflces, ancl other
ceremonials of that clispensation. As
Israel was a typical people, so they rvere
also carnal or temporal people; ancl the
deliverances wrought for them, and the
blessings and gifts conferred upon
them, were all temporal, but they typi-
fiecl and looked forward to spiritual
things.' So the celebration of those
temporal blessings ancl cleliverances
lookecl bachward in acknowledgment
and gratitude, and forr,vard in faith and
hope, God having reserved better things
for Israel under the gospel. If they had
spiritual unclerstanding, they might
look through the shadow to the sub-
stance, and from carnal to spiritual
things. To those who know what it is
to labor ancl be heavy laclcn, it must
come, I thinh, as a welcome idea, that
the Lorcl has provided a rest for his
people. Redemption work is finished,
the curse is borne, the law is fulfilled
and satisfied, and all that was against
them and contrary to them is taken out

of the way. So "we rvhich have believed
do enter into rest." And the rest is a
perfect one. No works left unfinished,
but all done. "His rest is glorious." The
finishing of the works of creation, ancl
the everlasting and unbroken rest from
creation work, is but a type or illustra-
tion of the work of salvation r,vhich the
Lord should finish fcr his people. So
"He that is entered into his rest hath
ceased from his own r,vorks, as God clid
from his. Whoso believes in Christ as
a Savior must necessarily enter into
rest. If we clo not believe in him as he
is, we clo not believe in him at all. We
have not l<norvn him. Those who act
upon tradition are not apt to examine
the rvorcl to see rvhat it teaches. But
those r,vho go to the worcl for instruc-
tion will fincl nothing in the preaching
of Christ or the apostles in regarcl to
keeping a Sabbath clay. Never once
are they taught to observe the seventh
day, or the first day, or any other day
as a Sabbath; neither in all the letters
to the churches, nor throughout the acts
of the apostles, do we find an instance
of admonition or reproof touching the
observance of a Sabbath day. Once in
the Nerv Testament do we find the term
Lorcl's clcty, but,I have no idea that any
particular clay of the r,veek is intendecl
by that term. It was a day that the
presence and favor of the Lord had
made. What, then, some rvill inquire,
are Christians not required to keep any
Sabbath? O yes; Christians keep Sab-
bath all the time. Their day of rest
rema'ins to them; and it must remain,
because it remains that the work is
finishecl. And they who believe in a
finished salvation must continue to en-
joy rest. Those who violate and dese-
crate the Sabbath are those who have
not ceaseil from their own works, but
insist on conclitions and other works
to be performed on the holy Sabbath
of rest that God hath appointed for his
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people. He heard their groaning and
saw their afliction by reason of the
hard bondage wherewith they were
made to serve, and came down to de-
liver them. The apostle speaks of their
"coming together on the first day of
the week"; and this seems to have been
their practice from the flrst, as it be-
longed to the gospel order to meet at
stated times for worship. But he did
not tell them they must meet together
on that day, or that the first was any
better or more suitable than any other
day. As Christ had risen and opened
the gates of paradise on the first day
of the week, assembling together on
that day ever afterward was like bring-
ing an offering of the frrst fruits. Nev-
ertheless, they \¡¡ere "daily in the
temple," etc.

The attentive reader will readily un-
derstand that the assembling together
of those that love and fear God, to
worship him and show forth his praise,
is an entirely and different thing from
the mere observance of stated days of
rest. While we hold to keeping inviolate
perpetual Sabbath, holy unto the Lord,
we do not expect to make the days on
which we meet for worship any more
holy or sacred than they already are.
If we do.'not observe the day to the
Lord, our observance of it is vain. Now,
if any readers should fail to appreciate
this view of the subject, I would in-
quire of them, What can you see in
merely abstaining from work and sit-
ting still in your houses ? Can you see
anything of devotion or spiritual profit
in it? Is it not rather work than rest,
a round of religious duties and services,
that constitutes the charm of the tra-
ditional Sabbath? Are not those who
so fondly hug the idea of a Sabbath day
to themselves; and are so zealous of
its observance, giving evidence that
they are building upon these and other
duties, and making a savior of them?

One inquiry more. What religious duty
or service can you see in the restriction
in regard to the fabric of your gar-
ments ? Israel might not mix the fab-
rics, as linen and woolen. Do we know
that this literal injunction upon Israel
is one of perpetual obligation upon us?
Not that God takes care in regard to
our Uteral garments, or the teams we
drive to the place; but his righteous-
ness must not be mixed with creature
works, and the faith of his people must
be a pure, unmixed faith. The Lord re-
quires the whole heart, and all the law
and the prophets are fulfilled in that
faith that recognizes its obligations to
God and loves him supremely. As the
first day of thé week has so generally
been adopted by the churches as a day
to assemble together for worship, I
think it is well that the governments
have generally set apart this day to
preserve the worshippers from inter-
ruption and annoyance by the busy,
working crowd, whose chief concern is
for the things of this.life only.

(The late Elder) E. RITTENHOUSE

SPECIAL MEETING .

The Border Union Churches of
Idaho and Western Oregon will hold
their union meeting the 4th Sunday in
August, the Friday and Saturday be-
fore. All preaching brethren and mem-
bers of our faith and order and all
visitors are welcomed.

The meeting will be held with the
Salem Church located at \Meiser, Idaho,
on East Park St.

(Elder) R. R. WOLF, Moderator
MRS. A. L. TURNIDGE, C.C.

**
INDIGENTS

J. E. Lemons, Tenn., 91.00; J. A. Johnson,
Tenn., $1.'00; Mrs. W. N. Green, Okla., .?5; H.
Bailey, Del., $2.00; Mrs. M. Finch, N. Y., 92.00;
G, Sears, O,, $1.00; Mrs. Annais Hastiirgs,
Md., $5.00; Miss Gertrude Secor, N. Y., 910;00;
D. W. Holland, Md., $2.00; Robert D. McDough,
AIa., $3.00; Sherman Buckner, Mo., $2.00,
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ASSOCIATION NOTICtr

The annual meeting of the Lexington-
Roxbury Association will be helcl at the
Old School Baptist rneeting house in
Halcottville, Delaware County, New
York on Wednesday and Thursilay,
September t2th and 13th, 1951. All
lovers of the truth are cordially invited
to meet with us. The services r'vill open
Wednesday morning at 10:30 daylight
saving time. Those who arrive on Tues-
day afternoon, unless previous arrange-
ments have been made otherwise, r,vill
meet at the Grange Hall in Halcottville
near the post office where supper will be
sêrved and arrangements macle for the
entertainment of the guests. Those who
come \Mednesday morning will go, di-
rectly to the meeting house. It will be
greatly rappreciated if those planning to
attend the Association will notify Mrs.
Prudence Hinkley, Halcottville, New
York. The village of Halcottville is on
the Catskill Mountain branch of the
New York Central railroad and there
are bus connections with Halcottville
from Kingston, Oneonta, and Margaret-
ville.

ARNOLD H. BELLOWS, Moderator

The annual meeting of the Brook-
field Old School Baptist Church of Slate
Hill, Orange County, New York, will
be held on Friday, August 24, 1957 be-
fore the fourth Sunday of that month.
The meeting will start at 10:30 A.M.
daylight saving time. All members and
friends are invited to attend at this his-
toric old meeting house.

WILLIAM D. CHAPMAN, Clerk

OBITUARY
With a felt sense of my own rveakness I

make the feeble attempt to write of the life
and death of our dear Sister in Christ, MRS'
MALINDA MAE {SPEARS) BIRD' The sub-
ject of this notice was born Nov. 13, 1887'
and departecl this life Jan. 31, 1951, making
her stay on earth 63 years, 2 months and 18

days. She was united in marriage to Joseph

Adclison Bircl, Aug. 19, 1905. To this union
were born tlveive children, four sons and eight
daughters. One son, Kenneth, preccdecl her in
:leath several years ago. She leavcs to mour,n,
her husband, Joseph Äddison Bircl, Route 3,
Hurlicane, W. Va.; three sons, Evcrett and
Clycle, Hulricane, W. Va., 'Willarcl of Nitro,
W. Va.; eipht claughters, Mrs. Elizabeth John-
son, Mls. Illrytle McCallister, Mrs. Lena Mae
Johnson, Mrs. Mary Thor.nton, Hurricane, W.
Va., Mrs. Lottie Edwards, Mrs. Ida Edwards,
St. Albans, W. Va., Mrs. Vioiet Bird, Hunt-
ington, W. Va., ancl Mrs. Selma Bird, Culloden,
W. Va.; one brother, Warcl Spears; three half-
brothels, Wilson Spears, Alfonso Walis, and
Otto Walls; one sister, Nona Walls; thirty-
seven glandchildren ancl two great-granclchil-
dren; the church, the neighborhood and a host
of relatives ancl fliends. We grieve not as
those lvho have no hope, we feel in our very
heart for her to die was gain.

To rightly chronicle the life of this dear sis-
tel in Chlist rvould be beyond my limited
ability. Sister Bird was quiet, unassuming in
her manner and beloved by all who knew her.
She was not givcn to iclle or foolish talk, still
she had a very pleasant and loving pei'sonal-
ity. She was a neighbor indeed, and a mother
in the neighbolhood, She united with the Prov-
idence Primitive Baptist Church, Aplil 23,
1933, and was baptizecl by the unworthy writer
of this sketch May 28, 1933. She rvas one of
the fir'st to whom I administered the holy or-
clinance of baptism, and the baptismal scene
is as flesh in my memory as if it hacl been
but yesterday. It is quite indesclibable as I
recall in memory my feelings, as I led this
humble saint of God into and immersed her in
the grave ofl baptisnr, and witnessed the seal,
as it wole, of God's good pleasure in the
selene and peaceful expression ladiating her
face as I raised hel up from the water.

She r,vas faithful in all things to the church,
ahvays filting her seat when not providentially
hinderecl. I wish to say this, as one who.
humbly tried to serve âs her pastor, that she
was to me one o-f the l'are jewels of the Lold;
one blcssed lvith deep spiritual discelnment
ancl unclerstanding of the deep things of God;
hc'rejoicing was great under the sound of the
preached u'ord. Often under my feeble min-
isterial labor (when the gracious Lord was
pleased to manifest the letting down of his
holy land in the turning of his hand unto the
little ones in the powel of the Holy Spilit)
have I see her countenance radiate and shine
like a polished diamond. I feel, if indeed I
have a calling of God, that my God who is
husbancl and head was pleased to set this hum-
ble mother in Israel to be a very blessing to
me, as it were, in the upholding of my feeble
hands, and faith answering to faith in the
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strengthening of my feeble knees in this holy
calling. Her convictions and love fol the doc-
trine of tluth was decp indeed. Salvation by
grace was the themc of her song, the joy of hei'
heart and the boast of hel tongue. Jesus blood
and righteousness was her blead of life, and
the manna to the inner man of her heart.

She hacl been in failing health foi' sevelal
years, but thc end came quite unexpectedly be-
ing smitten with a cel'ebral hernorrhage or
stroke from which she nevel' .l'ecovered, but
thanl<s be to Thy name O Gocl, it u'as Thy
rnanifcst goocl plcasurc to spale hel flom long
hours of suffering. She died in the full ti'iumph
of a living faith. The funeral was conducted in
the church-house (the place lvhere she loved so
rvell to attend) by the uuwot'thy writer', her
pastor'. I used as a text 2 Tim. 4:7-8 and Rev.
14:13 with an humble desile possessing my
soul to try to speak wolds of comfort to the
bereavcd falnily ar-rd friends, feeling some
weight of assurance that ivhat I said in much
weakness rvas the very doctrine our dear sistel
wholeheartedly believed. With very bad roads
and inclement rveather there was a lai'ge at-
tendancc attesting to the high esteem in u'hich
she was held. The flolal offelings wele beau-
tiful. Her ealthly remains rvere laid to rest
in the family burying glound not far distant
from the old church-house. May God reconcile
thc beroavcil family. Written by request.

(Eldei') H. J. BIRD
OBITUARY

BROT}IDR THOMAS WILSON BO\MERS
u'as born to John and Nancy Bowers Feb. 17'
1874 in Leon Co., Jewett, Texas. Departed this
life April 22, I95I, mahing his stay on earth
77 yeats, 2 months and 5 clays. He sufferecl a
paralytic stroke on April 17th fi'om which he
never regained consciousness.

He was m¿rrried to Ida Jane Yarbolough
Oct. 24, 1897. To this union u'ele born seven
children. T'wo have pleceded their fathel in
death. Those remaining are Wilson, Halvey,
Radfold ar-rd Mrs. E. M. Barnes, Levelland,
Texas and l\llrs. Belford Badgett, Canon City,
Colorado.

Blother Bowers joined the Old School Bap-
tist Church at the er¡e of 16 yeals. Was bap-
tized by his uncle, Elclel J. W. Bor,vels, of
Fairfield, Texas. He was a subscliber of The
Signs of the Times for ovel a half centuly.
Was also a subscriber of Old Faith Contencler.
He loved the precious ti'uths they stand for.

Blother Bowels rvas a cleacon of Pilgrim
Rest Church of Lawn, Texas, and a vei'y faith-
ful member'.

Surely, we have sustained a great loss, but
we trust and believe his etelnal gain. His
blessed Master perfumed the grave and made
even death gain. Now he is quietly resting.

In viewing his remains, it seemed I couid

almost hear him say: I ;

"Forebear, my fliends, to weep :

Since death has lost its sting
Those Chlistians that in Jcsus slecp

Our God will with Him bring."
Some sweet day, we hope not fâr off, we

may hear our blessed MasterJs voice "Come
folth, you that sleep in Jesus, rise to die no
more, r'ise to endless bliss."

Funeral selvices wcre conducted by the
rvriter, assisted by Brother Howald Eason and
Rev. J. H. Hallfold.

C. M. HAYGOOD

In lespectful n'ìemo1'y of MARY W. CRAW-
FORD, born Feb. 21, 1868 in Titus Co., Texas,
and whose earthly life was flnished Feb. 1?'
1951 at her home near Cash, Texas, where she
moved at an early age and remained the bal-
ance of hel life, Sulvivols are: two sons, Ber-
tis Clawford, Cash, Texas and Dee Crawford,
Wichita Falls, Texas; two daughters, Mrs.
Jewell Caldwell, Cash, Texas ancl Mr's. Tyra
Maltin, Van, Texas; one sister, Mls. Sam
Hauck, Altus, Okla. Her husband preceded
her in death sever'¿l yeârs ago.

In 1888 Sistel Crawfold united with the
Primitive Baptist Chulch, and until ill health
prevented was an attentive member. She was
also a conscientious wife, mother and friend,
and few are blessed with that motherly help-
fulness she so lea"dily lendered to those who
ale in need,

Though we âle saddened by hel absence
there is consolation in the feeling that she is
at lest, awaiting that lesulrection thlbugh
Chlist, the Redeemer of all saints. Funeral
selvices wele held at the Mt. Z,ion Primitive
Bapiist Chulch undel the dilection of Elder
Geolgc Sagen. lntelment in Simmons Cemò-
tet'y.

(Mls.) MYRTLE SMITH

In memoly of MR. L. J. DANIELS who was
born May 12, It62, ancl passed away Aplii 12.
He was born in Geolgia and came to Alkansas
at an eally agc, being learecl near Camden and
Stamps where he spent the remainder of his
Ìife. He was mallied to Julia Kennedy, May
1892, and to this union wele boln seven chil-
dreu, one boy and six gills. Thlee of thern
preceded hir-n in cleath. His rvife died June 29,
1926. In addition to the four childlen he is
sulvived by many leÌatives and fliencls.

Mr, Daniels was a hard u'orking man and
made the living for himself and famiiy mostly
at falming. He was not a membel of the
chulch but a strong believer of the doctrine
and loved to attend the Primitive Baptist meet-
ings. The u'riter knew him for a long time,
and knew that he was deeply moved with jby
at the pleaching of the gospel. He wás vely
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plain and outspoken in his belief. While in
his last days he gave great evidence of a very
gracious state, and said that he would soon go
home to that beautiful and glorious city of
heaven and immortality. His family and lovecl
ones told me of the last and gracious words
when he was on his death bed or near the time
of his death. The things he was blest to say
at the last leaves no room for doubt that the
Lord took him out of this suffering ancl
troublecl world, having a more glorious place
prepared for him above,

To his dear family and bereaved ones I
lvould admonish in the language of inspiration
to weep not as those who have no hope, as
the evidence is sufficient to warrant us in be-
lieving that he is much better off than we who
are still struggling on in this sin cursed earth.

We believe his spirit has retulned to Gotl
who gave it, and that his mortal remains ¡¡'ill
rest in the tomb tiII the bright and glorious
clay of the second coming of Christ Jesus our
blessed Redeemer who will raise the vile bodies
of his saints and form and fashion them like
to the glorious body of Jesus, that King of
kings and Lord of lords, and cârry his loved
ones high in the heavens to that great and
precious city whose maker and builcler is Gcd;
thçre where there will be no more sitr, sick-
ness, sorrow or trouble, pain or death, but
where all those who love the Lord, and those
callecl according to his purpose r¡'iil ever shout,
sing and praise that precious God and Re-
deemel forever and ever more around that
great white and glorious throne with all the
holy angels, and aII the saints out of every
nation, kindred, tongue and people.

I believe it was at the home of his daughter
and son-in-Iaw, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Copeland,
Norphlet, Ark. where he passed away. The
writer conducted his funeral se1'vice in the
presence of a sizeable congregation of rela-
tives, fliencls and loved ones. The burial was
in a cemetery about four miles nolth of Bucl<-
ner, Ark. May God biess and comfort all lvho
mourn their loss. Your vely unworthy brother'
in hope of life everlasting through the grace
and atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(Elder') R. W. RHODES

In memory of our belovecl Brother SAMUEL
L. ROBERSON of Haile, La. Brother Rober-
son was born May,5, 18?3, son of John E. antl
Sarah Salissa Davis Roberson. He was mar'-
ried to Orphy C. Haile, and to this union were
born eleven children two of which preceded
him in death while they v'.ere small. He is sur'-
vived by his dear wife and nine children, ancl
one aged brother Tom L, Roberson who lives
in Monroe, La. His surviving children are as
follows: S, T. Roberson, Mrs. N, A. Pace, R.
S. Roberson, and R, W. Roberssn of Haile, La.,

Mrs. L. R. Ross, Miss Ruth Roberson, \4/. H.
Roberson, Monroe, La., J. L. Roberson, Ne'w
Orleans, La. and Mrs. O. M. Palks, Delhigh,
La.

Blothel Robelson united lvith Union Plimi-
tive Baptist Church in Sept. 1911 and was
baptized by the l¿te Elder J. T. Walsh.
Blother ,Sam, as he was so widely known
among the brethren, was greatly loved and
esteemecl among the bretheln everywhele he
was knolvn. He also was so looked upon
among his home bretheln and was elected
church clerk, selving in that capacity for sev-
elal yeals until he bccame feeble in health. He
lvas a very firm believer in the doctrine of
God our Savior, and an intelesting talker on
the contents and teachings of the Scriptures.
His cloctrinal and experimental conversations
were enjoyed by the bretheln far and near.
The writer r¡'as called to serve the church of
hÍs membership in 1915, and I have only the
fondest memory of him, He was very consid-
erate and kind to God's humble and poor min-
isters, and was outstanding in the entertain-
ment of the brethern and sisters in his home,
which I think is very great evidence of his
heart's desire and treasule of that holy and
tlue gospel, and the God who teaches, and
his people who love it.

He clied Dec. 24, 1950 after a long and suf-
fering illness. All was done fol him that kincl
and loving hands could do. The writel and
Elder J. L. Smith conducted his funeral at
Liberty Church near Linville, La. in the pres-
ence of a large congregation of sympathetic
relatives, friends and brethren, May God bless
ancl comfort his bereaved widow and famiiy
by the light of his holy and blessed Spirit, and
make them reconciled with the precious
thought that our loss is his eternal gain, He
left abundant evidence of a very gracious state,
ancl that he possessed that hope that is an
anchol of the soul both sure and steadfast,
looking by faith to the reality of the final im-
mortalization of our vile bodies. I feel that
that perfect and glorious day ar,vaits all of
Gocl's children when the Lord comes and calls
them from the sleeping dust, or tomb:' Then
they will arise and sing the worthy arid tlor-
ious praises of the biessed Redeemer and
Savior. Your unworthy brother in hope.

(Elder) R. W. RHODES.

BE SURE TO NOTE THE CHANGE
OF ADDRESS OF THE SIGNS OF THE
TIMES, INC. OUR PRESENT AD-
DRESS IS BOX NO. 86, ANNAPOLIS,
MD. CHECK THE WRAPPER ON
YOUR PAPER FOR EXPIRATiON
DATE PLEASE. YOUR PROMPT RE-
MITTANCE WILL BE VERY MUCH
APPRECIATED.
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LORD OF ALL
Oh Lord of alMh Lord of all!
Who holds me close, nor lets me fall;
Who sees my sins, my wicked waYst
Yet loves me well through all my days;
Through seasons dark in days gone by
He led my mind to things on high;
He held me close, nor let me go;
Oh Lord of all, who loves me so!

Oh Lord of all! Oh Lord of all!
Who loved me first and sent His call,
Who made me hear and come to Thee,
And gave me hope ThY face to see;
Then kept that little hoPe alive
Until at last I shall arrive
There to be known as I shall know-
Oh Lord of all, who loves me so!

Oh Lord of alMh Lord of all!
Laid in the manger of a stall;
Though greatest of the great Thou art,
Yet ofttimes comes into mY heart;
This heart so Proud, sinful and weak,
It needs Thy love to keeP it meek.
And so Oh Lord to Thee I go,
Oh Lord of all, who loves me so!

EFFIE PARKE
Castle Rock, Wash.

separation to them which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Looking at the world from the view
point of the Holy Scriptures, which
teaches us that God is a SPirit and
must be worshipped in SPirit and in
Truth. Yet, the deep shadows of sin
and its consequences hang over the
world until even the wrath of man
trembles for fear.

Looking back through the annals of
time, which the Lord has given man,
we see, by the disobedience of one man,
that is, our Federal Head Adam, we
flnd atl have died in trespasses and in
sin. God being a perfect God and him
being perfect He demands perfection
in every detail and for lack of perfec-
tion man was driven out from the
Garden of Eden, from the Presence of
the Lord. God being perfect gave a
perfect law and He demands a perfect
fulfilment, and for the lack of one we
are guilty of all.

If we but go back and view the
travels of the man of God in the Old
Testament we are given to see how man
in every instance was disobedient to
the one and only God who created
heaven and earth. The Old Testament
the type and shadows of things to come,
we see building up and tearing down
of kingdoms and nations. Why were
these torn dorvn? Simply because what
is termed riches and honor here in this
rvorld is ignominy. The highest attain-
ment of mortals here, is all vanity, and
vexation of the spirit. The glory and
lr.onor was not given to the creator as
the law clearly demanded. Man changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man,

Dnan BnnTHREN;

With an unexpressible feeling of in-
ability and unworthiness that I shall,
God granting me the liberty, try to
write something of the glad tidings of
great joy to my weary, hungering and
thirsting soul. John 14:18 "tr will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to
you." A blessed assurance even in
these times when man's heart is fail-
ing for fear of the devil and his hosts
but the Lord's word is sharper than a
two edge sword and cuts to the inner-
most parts, giving us as the Apostle
Paul gives us in the 8th Chapter of
Romans, a blessed assurance in Christ,
no condemnation and ends ïsith no
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a,ncl to birds, and four footed beasts,
ancl creeping things. Yes, man has
changed the truth of God into a lie,
ancl rvcrshipped and served the creature
i¡:ore than the Creator, \'r'ho is blessed
fol:ever.

We see $.here all the kingdoms of the
wcrlcl r,vas clestroyed until there rvas
only one kingdom ancl that dominatecl
the knorvn worlcl as far as man was
concerned and rnan even the .Ierv, the
chiidren of Israel, rvas under bonclage
airci hacl to pay. The decree hacl gone
forth frorn Caeser that all ihe u'orld
had to be i;a>red. In all the vast empire
oi' Rome this enrollment rvas going on.
Under this ecìit from Rome every one
mnst go to his father's city to be en-
rolled as there they kept the recorcl,
and ainong the many travelers rve flncl
the poor and lonely carpenter and his
wife. A couple persuing their r,vay to
Bethlehem carrying out the cornmand
of Caeser. Whether this was to increase
the revenue or minster to pride of the
entpire we are not tolcl, but u.e know
that the mighty Caeser rvas but an in-
strurnent in God's hands to carry out
His long promised plan that Christ
should be born at Bethlehem, born
under the larv, to redeem them rvhom
the F ather gave him, out from under
that which they coulcl not of theur-
selves, as they are weah in the flesh,
but God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh to recleem them
out from uncler the curse of the lz-Lrv,

taking upon himself in all theiy sin and
has bore it for them, now giving them
to live by grace through faith, r,vhich is
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

The rvorld rvould have us believe that
Christ clied for everyone, but that can't
be found anywhere in the Bible. Modern
theologians follow the line of human
assumption, rvhat the crorvd wants to
hear. Is not that what our countr). is
following the precepts of man? Just a

short time past in our country the
Unitecl Nations was formecl by man.
Christ's name could not be used as it
might offencl some that clo not believe
in Christ. What does the Bible tell us
of the house rvhich is built on sand.
Today our country is acting as an agent
of the United Nations. The papers tell
us that the president of our country is
an agent of the United Nations, a coun-
try rvhich rvas founcled by our fore-
fathers upon Christian principals, as
Christ the author and finisher of our
faith. Norv our country is the agent of
the Unitecl Nations and is carrying out
the military objectives of an agent of
baal.

What clo we have the rvorld over in
ottr clay, clo we have wars and rumors of
\l'ars, in fact, rve can over the past fer'v
years see where the Bil¡le is being ful-
filleci as there used to be numerous
hingdoms ancl por,vers. What do we
have today? Only trvo. When Christ
came the first tjme there rvas only one.
Norv r've have two. What cloes this
signify ? The Scripture tells of gog
aucì magog. Gog having a sounding
name as if it might be God. There is
a people today rvho profess to be Chris-
tians, but rvhat is a Christian? A
foliorver of Christ, giving Gocl the
praise and glory. Magog having a
souncling name of no God" Isn't this
what the Communists believes in no
God. These are trvo evil forces of which
r,ve have toclay. I believe them to be
gog-Catholicism, this embraces all
arminanism. Magog-Communism, they
shall gather their forces together to
battle, the number of whom is as the
sancl of the sea. To our sorro\4¡ we are
apàtt, that is our country. The Federal
Counsel of Churches for Christ in
America as r'vell as our armed services
have only one creed. All chaplains have
to tahe orilers from one head chaplain
as well as these United Churches they
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are going to take orders from higher
echelon (another man). We equally
have all kinds of organizations, politic-
al, and social and religious, and through
all runs the spirit of war, each striving
to master the other. Combinations of
churches of different orders and com-
binations of preachers, politicians, etc.,
striving for more power and more
money, in fact, the church has fairly
entered the political area with its many
man-made institutions which money is
begged for, but in the back of their
minds, and some are openly saying that
taxes should be enforced to keep up
the churches and many institutions.
All this is contrary to teachings of Holy
Writ, as Primitive or Old School Bap-
tists have stood for Election, Pedesti-
nation, Vital Unity, Redemption, Justi-
fication, Resurrection, and Salvation
wholly and solely by grace, separation
of church and state, an orderly walk
individually and for New Testament
order in the Church.

From the present indications, it looks
to me that the time is drawing near,
that there shall be only one power the
world over and as in the time, the com-
ing of Christ it shall again be the
Roman Empire, of which we shall be
submissive. Today we see them doing,
as in Caeser's time, a decree has gone
forth from the Pope that all shall visit
Rome. Paying taxes to the church.
Going to their father's city as in the
time of Christ, looking to man as the
frnisher of their faith.

These are times of sorrow on this
earth as in the morning of time an
object casts a large shadow, so does
it in the evening of time. The shadows
of sin and its consequences hangs over
the world and if I believed as the world
I would fear and tremble but thanks
be to God who gave us Christ, HÍs Son
as our Mediator, one who \ryorks and
none can hinder, All things, not just a

few, but all is in His great and milhty
hand. When all whom the Father giveth
the Son has been called out from under
natu,re's darkness into his marvelous
light, but until then no man knows the
time, but from the signs of the times
rvhich rve are given to see the clouds
are beginning to gather.

My most imperfect letter has grown
rather lengthy, and I fully realized
Lhat I have only hinted at some of the
things but a hint to the wise is suffi-
cient. I, myself, fear that like my many
imperfections I catch myself murmur-
ing, and can this be the thoughts of my
foolish mind. I hope that you will cast
the mantle of charity over this and if
not in accord with Holy Writ cast it
aside.
2430 Lincoln Avenue
Granite City, Illinois

JOHN F. SIMPSON

Route 1, Troy, Ala.
SIcN or rHE TIMES: Please find en-
closed $2 to pay on my subscription, I
noLice it has expired. I want to men-
tion articles I have read that are so
comforting to me. Brother F. L. Cox's
in the April issue, also Sister Camp-
bell's, Elder C. H. Byrd's on his trip to
the West Coast, D. V. Spangler's and
Elder Dodson's. fn fact, all of the issue
is very good. In the March issue, Sister
J. J. McNeal sure wrote what I believe
better than I can tell it. Elder H. O.
Nash's article on 2 Thes. 2: 3-4 was.
good.

I have not read all of the May issue,
but what I have read is good. Seeing
Elder Wade Y. Chandler's text used
from Ezek. 20:37 makes me want to
mention a fifth Sunday meeting we
were privileged to attend with Brother
Nuck Darnall from Ky. and Brother
Wade was there. There were five visit-
ing elders and five home elders. It was
& sweet place to be,
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We, the Flint River Association,

would like space in the Signs of the
Times to invite all our Primitive Baptist
friends everywhere to come to our As-
sociation in Sept. 21, 22 and 23, 1951-,

at Otd Kelly's Creek Church. Would
like all your presence. We have met
quite a few Baptist in our travels and
love to see them as often as possible.

Hope to be able to subscribe for the
O. F. C. and the Signs as long as rve live,
and may God enable the Associate Edi-
tors with the trditor to continue as in
days gone bye, to publish as sound a
cìoctrine as has been publishecì. I can
not say that I endorse all that is pub-
lished; yet, I love to see tlne Signs in my
mail box and I love them lying around
to read when I do read, and I hope to
be recognized with the Old BaPtist
when the Lorcl comes. A little sister, I
hope.

(Mrs.) REANtrR REtrCE

divine' will that I may be one of his
chosen ones, I am comfortingly per-
suaded that nothing cân snatch me out
of l{is hands, Satan, Hell, things
present nor things to come. Oh, what
sr,veet consolation to a poor lost sinner.

So many with whom l talk and come
in contact rvith, believe and say that
we have to work for God and refrain
from sinning. But they never are able
to tell me how to do it, and so far as
working for God, I feel He is too far
above me and any mortal sinful man
to need any help from me or anyone.
What strength have I to do anything,
or a will to do anything good? But,
whab He in all His great power, love
and tender mercy, sees flt to give me;
so it is I hope in much humility that I
do desire to give ÏIim all the praise,
honor and glory for everything. For
it is truly where all praise belongs. I
clesire to be made reconciled to His
holy and righteons will ancl may He
have mercy on this poor sinner. I
r,vould not exchange the little hope I
have for the riches of this wicked
u'orld.

Your Sister in Christ, I hope

MRS. MINNitr tr. GAMBRILL

Route 3, Wadesbora, N. C.

Dnan BplovED IN a Pnnclous HoPn: '

I felt this rnorning that I must write
of God's goodness ancl mercy to such a
weak sinful one as I. After such a
"feast of fat things," as I was blessed
to enjoy Sàturday F.M'., March 3, I have
been lifted: up and made to rejoice in
God's wonderful love and mercy. I hope
ândlbelieve that these two clear servants
of God, Flcler Sam Curlee and James T.
Jones experienced the same, as we
talked of Gocl's saving grace and mercy
to his noor little flock. How I did thank
'i.
God i¡r my feeble way for sending these
two brethren, his witnesses, to speak

Mardela Springs, Maryland
October 12,1950

Signs of the Times
P.O. Box 70
Rutherford, New Jersey

Dp¿.n BnorHER DoDSoN:

It is time to renew my subscription
for the Signs of the Times, the dearest
paper I have ever hacl the pleasure of
reading, for il,, if I am not deceived,
contends for the previous truths that
I believe and love. I have known for
years since my early girlhood daYs
that if I was saved, it rvas bY grace
and by grace alone, for in me there
surely dwells no good things and I am
just a vile sinner. I am dependent upon
my dear heavenly Father for everY-
thing and I treasure the precious prom-
ises of my God above all earthly treas-
ures; for they have never' nor will
never fail. So if it is written in Hisr



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 197

words of comfort to such an undeserv--
ing wretch as I, just when I needed
them most. I felt to be so burdened
dorvn with sorrow and troubled on every
side before their visit; and afterward
I felt lilçe a plant after a refreshing
rain. With all my troubleS, trials, and
sufferings, how could I go on without
such visits from God's humble poor.
As some of you lçnow I have been af-
flicted with tuberculosis for about eight
years, though I have been up and about
for two years and nine months, al-
though during this period I was not too
well.

I am not a member of the Militant
Church in one sense of the word yet,
but I have asked for a home at Pleasant
Grove Primitive Church around three
years ago and was accepted. I have not
had the sweet privilege to be baptized
yet by water baptism but hope that I
have been baptized by fire and the Holy
Ghost. When my son was small and
before I asked for a home in the Church,
he said to me once, "Mama, why don't
you join the Church?'l

I said, "I don't know son, I don't
feel fit."

He asked, "Are you a Primitive Bap-
tist?" I said, "I don't know, I don't
guess I'm nothing, but if I am any-
thing, I am a Primitive Baptist."

I know that I am nothing if I am
anything spiritually speahing, I am
what I am by the Grace of God. I
don't feel that I am nothing to the Old
Baptists but what a rich blessing they
are to such an unworthy worm of the
dust as I.

My mother and my father were Old
Baptist. I have one brother who is .a
member, and also one sister-in-law. I
don't feel this is the reason f am an
Old Baptist, for their language rvas just
as new to me as it was to anyone in
Missionary Baptist family or any other

denomination before they joined. the
OId Baptist.

I have caused my dear, old, white-
haired mother and father, especially
during my younger days, much trouble
and heartaches. No one on earth knows
how much sorrow I have felt over it all
and how many tears I have shed since
I have been made to know that God is
God and there is none else beside him.
I had a dream about my dear father who
is dead now. I dreamt I was in a pretty
place with flowers all around me and
he came up and sat down beside me.
He loohed so well and happy. I truly
believe he is at rest. Not long ago I
had another dream which has impressed
me very much. I dreamt my Mother,
myself and some others were up on a
high hill and down at the bottom of the
hill two men were standing. One was
Elder Stanfield (deceased) and the
other was a black headed man whom I
believe was Elder \M. J. Berry. It
seemed that they were holding a two
page letter from me reading it. I went
down on the hill a little farther from
Mama and the rest and squatted down.
When I did the hill began to crumble
just enough for my foothold. A small
rock rolled from where f was and landed
right against one of Elder Stanfield's
feet. When I went down on the hill
and squatted down and it began to
crumble some, Mother said to me, "Are
you not afraid you'Il fall?"

I said, "When a person's feet is
planted on a firm foundation there is
no danger of falling."

Dear Editor and Publishers of the
Signs, I thank you so much for send-
ing me the Signs. I am unable to attend
church and the Primitive Baptist edi-
torials are much comfort to me, as f
lie here on my bed of affiiction. At
times when my hope of glory gro\Ms so
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dim, I am prone to murmur and com-
plain my lot. If I could help myself I'd
get up from here anìl never be sick
again, but dear ones, puny man can do
nothing. God holds everything in his
hands. He knows best for us. I don't
know what is good for me but he does.
I have to be brought down by the
Chastening rod over and over again to
rest on his staff. I often get puffed up
and think I'm something. I have to be
shown that I am clay in the potters
hands. I have so much dross, I need a
lot of refining.

Your urworthy little Sister in Hope
of rest beyond this vale of tears.

MRS. EARL VAUGHN,
Route 3, Wadesbora, N.'C.

*rf'+

Malachi 3:17.
"And they shall be mine, saith the

Lord of hosts, in that day when I make
up my jewels."

The above scripture was written bY
Malachi in a very graceless age when
Judaism was at a low ebb and Israel's
house of workship \Mas almost deserted,
which corresponds to the present age
when there is such a notable falling
a,wa,y of interest manifested in the
church of God and coldness and dead-
ness prevail where there should be life
manifested with zeal and interest for
the things of Zion. Yet there were
those who feared the Lord and sPoke
often one to another of His goodness
and lamented the low estate of Israel.
Motivated by Godly fear, they did not
lose faith. And the Lord hearkened
and heard and a book of remembrance
was written for them that thought upon
his name. It is heart religion that has
tlue value, the word of God being in
the heart that confession may be made
with the mouth unto salvation. The
Lord spoke of them as his jervels, those
that shall be a diadem of glory in the
hand of our God.

!¿*ì^'¡s objects in nature are us-ed

ih Scripture to represent the Lord's
people, such as lillies of the field, the
stars of heaven, and the sheep of the
pasture; but here most fittingly jewels
are used in reference to the subjects of
grace. Jewels are obtained in the earth
in most cases and have a lowly origin
in nature, having to be taken from the
mines and polished and fitted and made
meet for the purpose intended. Man
is born in nature before he is born of
the Holy Spirit and has to be cut and
polished by the work of the Holy Spirit
through trials and reverses and tribu-
lations and made to see his lost state
in nature before he can comprehend
the mercy and grace and goodness of
the Lord Jesus. The justice of God in
passing sentence upon him must be
realized experimentally before he can
know the meaning of the sweet deliver-
ance that comes when Mercy's angel
form appears.

It is fitting t},at ajewel should be em-
ployed to denote an heir of grace and
glory, for jewels ate generally con-
sidered of great worth and kings have
paid fabulous sums to obtain them. So
the church of God is well spoken of
as the pearl of great price for King
Jesus gave all that he had to purchase
his bride and bring her off more than
a conqueror over death, hell, the gYàYe,
the eternal wrath of a sin-hating God,
and make her forever free from the
condemnation of a holy law, that He
might clothe her in his own spotless
righteousness and crown her with fade-
less glory. Jesus suffered on the cross
all the pangs of hell, all that His peo-
ple would have had to suffer through
eternity if He had not redeemed them,
being made to partake of the flesh of
Itris bride, sin excepted, that He might
condemn her sin in the flesh and an-
swer for her transgressions as her
surety. He being finite as man in that
he was subject to death could pay the
full penalty and brinø her from the
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grave victorious, because being inflnite
as God, the man Christ Jesus in whom
dwelt the fullness of the Godhead
bodily could suffer on the cross the
infinite consequences of her sin, so that
there is now no condemnation against
those that are the chosen and redeemed
of the Lord.

It should be emphasized that a jewel
can not be created bY man, but is bY
nature of divine origin, so the jewels
that comprise the election of grace were
created in Christ Jesus before founda-
tion of the world. The action of fire
is necessary in the creation of a jewel
by nature's pïocess, so the word of
God is as fire in the exPerience of a

true believer in christian experience.
"Is not my word as fire, saith the Lord.
"The Lord's people must needs experi-
ence fiery trials as sin becomes exceed-
ing sinful in them and theY feel in
their very lives the spirit of judgment
and the spirit of burning. The law
given on Mount Sinai was a frerY law
and evidenced the wrath of God against
sin and sinners. When the high priest
of the law dispensation offered prayer
in the tabernacle, he took a coal of fire
from the brazen altar where sacrifices
were macle, and placed it upon the in-
cense in the golden censer which he
carried and a fragrant cloud of incense
ascended to the highest Part of the
tabernacle as the priest made supplica-
tion before the Lord' No PraYer was
offered without the coal of fire applied
with the incense. The flre of God's
word must come into their souls before
âny prayer can be offered bY God's
children and they must be accompanied
by the fragrant incense of the merit of
Jesus Christ, who makes intercession
for the saints. The brass altar repre-
sents the cross of antitypical sacriflce,
and so it must be a God-indited prayer
kindled by His own word that ascends
to the courts of heavr:n.

The high priest of ancient Israel wore
a breastplate over his heart on which
were engraved the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel on the twelve jewels
upon the breastplate, showing that alike
near to the heart of Christ are all
those who were tasted that the Lord is
gracious. Also the high priest had
twelve jewels upon the onyx stones on
his shoulders, upon each jewel being
engraved a name of one of the twelve
tribes of Israel, showing that, as the
Scripture says of Jesus, "the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulders", our
blessed Lord bears His people upon
His shoulders in their march through
the wilderness of this world.

Jewels do not shine by their own
light, but glow with luster only when
they reflect the rays of the sun, so the
jewels of God's rich and reigning grace
shine as they reflect the rays of light
that come from the Sun of Righteous-
ness. In nature jewels can not be des-
troyed because of their peculiar nature
and creation, and so these jewels o a
heavenly creation in Christ Jesus that
rvere purchased by the blood, suffering,
and death of Jesus Christ will never
perish, for no man is able to pluck them
out of the hand of their Redeemer.

(Elder) o_**o:o H. BELLOWS

Route 2, OlneY, Texas

Srcxs oF THE TIMES, Dr¡'n Euron: MY
sister recently brought me copies of
the Signs to read. My father, the late
J. D. Kee, took the Si'gns ever since f
can remember until his death in 1944.
I am the youngest of a family of four-
teen, and am forty-two years of age. I
have read the Bible and I cannot find
any other way to save a soul except by.
the grace of the all Powerful God. I
have misse d tìne Signs and the spiritual
food Uncle John Kirkpatrick and father
would drop to me when theY would get
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fi

1ì:

together. They were both believers in
the foreknowledge of God. I believe all
this but sometimes I get spiritual things
tangled up with this sinful flesh, and I
feel as Paul in the seventh chapter of
Romans. I feel I have the faith of
Abraham and Job, but I know I could
not have this except it be given me from
God above. I believe the first three
chapters of the'Bible tell us his porver
is far above what the human mind can
understand, so you see f am as the little
babe trusting in Him.

I flncl much that would tangle me up
with works, but find my steps aYe
guided and f cannot do anything of my-
self. I believe the scriptures speak of
a live sinner and a dead sinner. I be-
lieve I am a live sinner. f sin, and of
myself I cannot help it, and get chas-
tised for it. This I am grateful for as it
makes me feel I am one of his little
ones. "God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved." John
3:16-17. I believe Christ's blood was
shed for us. The dead sinner that is
spoken of rolls sin under the tongue as
a sweet morsel and has no check of con-
science, so surely Christ did not shed
any blood for him. If so it was shed in
vain, but I cannot believe any was shed
in vain. Perhaps some of the Elders
can enlighten me on this. I do not know
of any church here that are Absolute
Predestinarian Baptists and believe God
has all porver, and that salvation is of
the Lord by grace through faith. In
hope,

JOtr KEE
Mrs. Thelma Jordan French,
Dp¿,n SISTER IN Cunrsr: It is with
fear and trembling that L attempt to
write you this letter. I hope it is of
the Lord. If it is not, surely He will

malce it plain to me after a few more
words and I shall lay it aside.

First, I r,vant to tell you that I am a
hungry child for sweet fellorvship with
God through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Then the dear saints will know whereI stand, add their fellowship, ancl I
shall enjoy it. I do feel so unworthy to
even think upon such a blessing, andI do hesitate to write to you. I feel you
are truly a child of God and I can see
from your letters in the Signs, that
your gift of writing has been given to
you through much sorrow and trials.
Surely they were very grievous at the
time, but how comforting it is to this
weak one to be given to understand the
road along which God's little ones are
brought. I thanh Him for your com-
forting letters. A dear sister gave me
a number of back.copies of the Sôgns
recently, and I have been made to re-
joice, through tears over each of your
letters th¿t I have read, because of
God's love and mercy showerecl upon
you. I feel so drarvn to you and I hope
we are one of the same spirit.

I have come such a short way" l\{ost
of it has been joy the past yeal:, in
fact, so much joy that I have become
very much alarmecl. I hope to have
been given to understand that Gocl's
people ar:e a poor and affiicted people
and they are to suffer persecutions and
affiictions here in this world. I had
been so overjoyed, I was made to cry
out for new evidence that I had been
given a hope in Jesus. He has brought
me through many trials which seem
severe to one so r,veak and little as I
am. Still, when I read of your e:r-
perience and other dear ones, I realize
my trials have been light. He has prom-
ised that as thy day, thy strength shall
be.

My parents were Primitive Baptists.
My father is dead. I hope he is one
who died in the Lord and is free from
all suffering and sorrowing. My dear
mother lives in Virginia. Her shining
light in the Lord is still precious to mc.
I loved the sweet doctrine of grace
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when I was a child and thought much
about the hereafter. I seemed to be
given to know there had to be a new
birth before one could belong to the
church. In my early childhood, I felt
like that church was the one called
Primitive Baptist, but as I grew older,
I felt it to be old-fashioned, and I
wanted it to be some other group. I
believed it was revealed to me through
all those years, but I was not to be
brought into the full knowledge until
I had gone through much trouble and
been allowed to seek my own way. If
not deceived, I always had somewhat
of a hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness.

Three years ago next Sunday, I
thought I had found that righteousness
within myself. I was so pleased with
myself. I joined a Missionary Baptist
group. After joining, it was about six
weeks before I was led into the so-
called baptism. During that six weeks,
I was far from happy. I was in a tur-
moil a good portion of the time. Al-
though I wrote my mother, I wanted
her to come for the occasion, secretly
I was ashamed for her to come. I
didn't fully understand my feelings at
that time, but now it all comes to me
and I hope much has been revealed to
me since. I felt no peace after coming
out of the water, although l cried. But
I know now, they were not tears of
joy. I was in that church two years. I
wanted so much to be recognized by
all. I spent much time trying to teach
my neighbors to know the Lord. I am
ashamed to write this, yet I am thank-
ful that the Lord had mercy upon me
and showed me my error. He made me
to hate the things I then loved and
love the things I then hated.

In September, 7949, I became very
dissatisfied and realized I was not at
peace with God. I became unfaithful
in my duties in the church. Strange as
it seemed at the time, I felt no guilt
about it. This was hard for me to un-
derstand. In December I felt that I
must be in the wrong church, Yet, I
thought maybe I wasn't doing enough

for the Lord, so I went on. Part of
the time I felt that I would lose my
mind if relief did not come. I thought
much about the verse of Scripture, "Ye
blind guides, which strain at a gnat,
and swallow a camel." Wasn't too sure
about the gnat, but I felt like I had
swallowed a camel. I went to see my
dearest friend and neighbor, the min-
ister's daughter, and told her that I
just couldn't go on. I cried and she
couldn't understand my actions at all.
She and her mother became very cold
and indifferent toward me, because I
was not anxious to work for the church
any more. On the frrst Sunday in
February, 1950, I felt to be made will-
ing by God's power and given sight to
know that I coudn't stay where f was.
After much pondering,,I went to the
church. It was communion day. I
didn't want any part in it, yet felt of
myself I could not refuse it. But when
the time came, the power of God surely
took hold of me for I politely passed it
by, caring not who saw me or what
they thought. I hurried home and have
never been back since.

Tirat night I wrote my uncle, Eld. P.
W. Ashworth, and told him what I
hoped was revealed to me. I had not
seen or heard from him in five years,
in fact,I had never written him before.
He has written me such good, comfort-
ing letters since that time. I love him
for Christ's sake, for as an uncle in
the flesh, we were never close. I could
not write my mother for many days
as I felt so unfit. I felt I had persecuted
the true Church of God and my preci-
ous mother, who had been given sweet
forbearance and patience with me. My
mother has rejoiced much in the Lord's
dealings with me, and I desire to praise
Him for bringing me this way while
she is here on earth.

Eld. Ashworth wrote me that he had
an appointment to preach at Ebenezer
Church in Baltimore on the third Sun-
day in March, and invited me to attend.
f was graciously blessed to go to the
meeting. He and Sister Rowe met me
at the station. I had never met her
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before, and I really fett that I was meet-
ing him for the flrst time. I shall
never forget that day while I am in

, my right mind. As I r,vent into the
meeting house, it was a time of re-
joicing for this unworthy one. Here
I was in the midst of these dear people
whom I had never seen before, and I
wanted to embrace them all. I believe
I did in my heart. I felt so little and
unworthy, but I was given sweet as-
surance that I had been brought to the
militant Church. I could see the image
of Christ in those dear faces and could
feel His divine presence. I had not
heard an old Baptist preach since I
lvas a child by my mother's sicle. I
nrentioned the song, "Amazing Gr,ace."
TVhen they began to sing, I began to cry
for 1 felt that amazing grace had savecl
a wretch like me. As they began to
sing, "There is a fountain filled with
bloocl, Drawn flom Emanuel's veins,"
it was enough. I thought not about
these people never having seen me
before, in fact, I hnew not that they
would clecide as to whether I would be
accepted into the church. I went to the
front and r,vas told to speak. I knew
not what to say until the Lord made
me feel my littleness in such a way
that I felt to tell ali the things that tr

had been ashamed of and kept hidden
for years. They had pity on me and
God overpor,verecl them with love for
me and I rvas given a home even before
hearing rny uncle preach. It must have
been an unusual procedure. I knew not
just what had tahen place, but I felt
lvhereas I had been blind, now f saw
and felt God's love shed abroad in all the
hearts and my cup was running over. I
rvas baptizecl near Black Roch Church
in Marylancl the second Sunday in
April, 1950. I hope I have been given
to know the peace that passeth uncler-
staniling. A peace that is in Christ
alone. My doubts and fears have been
m?ny at times, and I feel to fear I
have been mistahen about my relation-
ship with you people.

I did not mean to write so much,
but I felt so close to you today. I felt

like you would understand my weak-
ness. I hope it will please our Heavenly
Father to give you a prayer for me, as
I feel so much in need of it. I have
been given so little understanding of
Spiritual things, and at times I do not
seem to have any feeling at all. Then,
if not deceived, I am once more given
a sweet moment of peace and joy; and
my desire is to be kept by His grace to
love not the world or anything therein,
but to look ever to Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith.

I do not feel like asking you to write
to me personally, but may the Lord
bless you to continue to write for our
papers. I shall be looking for such
letters. May you be blessed to enjoy
God's precious nearness the remainder
of your stay in this sinful, trouble-
some world. Pray that I may be tahen
away from self and given to think or.
His everlasting love and mercy for His
children. Oh! to be kept at the foot of
His cross. Then we shall be kept at the
feet of our dear brethren for His salce.
All praise and glory to Him from whom
all our blessings flow.

Love and sweet fellowship, from an
affflicted little sister,

CHRISTINE LINTHICUM
*>kt:

Elder \4/illiam M. Startzman
Oak Grove, Missouri
Mv Dn¿.n BnorHnn rN CHRrsr:

Your recent good and true letter was
very much enjoyed by me, as Sallie
read it to me, and I do not think the
truth of salvation, both in its doctrine
and experience, could be more clearly
and comfortingly stated, and your letter
showed very plainly that you have been
taught of God, and have therefore
come to Christ, who is the END of the
law for righteousness unto everyone
that believeth in Him. He said to
Martha, "And whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die." How
inflnite the blessing, then, to live and
believe in Jesus, the Son of God ! At
the same time, he is as verily the Son
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of man, and so the Brother of everY-
one that believeth in Him. This, dear
brother William, is a relationship more
noble and exalted than to be the son
or brother of the most renowned kings
and potentates of earth; for this is to
be a child of Jehovah, a very brother
of the Immortal Son of the Highest,
and both a priest and king. O how
amazing, that the holy and blessed God
of heaven and earth would in his love
most freely bestow such divine honor
and flory and blessing upon the sinful
sons and daughters of earth, upon which
the curse of God righteously'fell for
man's sake ! Paul gives the wondrous
reason for this "Amazing grace," say-
ing, "But Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us." "But God, who is rich
in mercy, for his great love wherewith
he LOVED US, even when we were
clead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved,)
and hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus." So it is all of
God, and all in and with Christ, and
the moving cause is the great love of
God for all his chosen people, which is
love everlasting and infinite as eternity
itself. This perfect love called into
active manifestation and exercise the
infinite wisdom and goodness and omni-
potent power of God. And his divine
power and goodness and wisdom were
wondrously and gloriously commended
and displayed toward us, in that he
sent forth his beloved Son into the
world as a Man, and in the likeness of
sinful flesh, yet as holy as the Father
himself, the Anointed and most holy
High Priest of his sinful people, to
make a full and perfect atonement for
all their sins through his own law-
fulfilling life and by his sacriflcial
death; thus paying the full redemption
price to infinite Law and Justice on
the behalf of all his beloved people, as

their own devoted Brother in the flesh,
who was then raised up from the dead
by the power and glory of the Father,
as the Head of his body, the church,
and the Life and Righteousness of all
his royal priesthood, to whom he says,
"Because I live, ye shall live also." So
they shall be one with him in his life,
as sacredly as he was one with them
in their death.

This, all this, is the power and bless-
ing of God's great love wherewith he
loved us. Paul again touchingly ex-
presses it in Rom. V, saying, "But God
com,mendetl¿ his love toward us in that
while we were yet sinners, CHR,IST
DIED FOR US." "O wondrous love, to
bleed and die !" "MUCTI MORE THEN,
being now justified by his blood, WE
SHALL BE SAVED FROM WRATH
THROUGH HIM." This, dear brother,
is SALVATION full and free, and the
very salvation we need, and desire, and
pray for. So when good old Simeon
held the infant JESUS in his arms of
love and faith he said to God, "Mine
eyes have seen THY SALVATION."
Yes, this is the salvation of God to his
people, and it is thus richly and freely
given to them for his great love where-
with he loved them. And so Paul again
says, "He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not tuith, him ølso FREELY
GIVE US ALL THINGS?" Paul malçes
this challenge to all who would dispute
it, and who would contend for offers
and terms, conditions and rewards, and
say salvation is not full and free.

Therefore, hear noble Pául again:
"Being confldent of this very thing
that He which hatln begun a good work
IN YOU will FERFORM it until the
day of Jesus Christ." This good work
of the Lord is salvation, the wrought
out and wrought in righteousness of
the holy Son of God, which is not only
wrought for all his people, but as well
wrought IN THEM ? so that they are



204 SIGNS OF THE TIMES
made "The righteousness of God in
him, his Son." "But of him are Ye in
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto
US wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption, that, ac-
cording as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
Not in himself nor in his works, not in
man. But every sort of salvation which
is in the least of works of obedience as
conditions depending upon us and which
we must perform first, that we may ob-
tain such salvation and blessing as a
reward, opens the door for man to
glory in himself and boast. And it is
the natural result, that all who hold
to any part of salvation as conditional
upon their part, do boast of their
religious zeal and works, when they
think they have done their part and
complied with the supposed conditions.
And why should they not boast ? Boast-
ing is lawful and legitimate, to the full
measure that salvation is conditional,
when the conditions are performed by
the one who is thus saved conditionally.
Paul, the mighty logican, well under-
stood this when he said, "Not of works,
lest any man should boast." He said this
of present salvation, of salvation
through faith, which is salvation in
time, we know. In another place he
asks, "Where is boasting then ? It is
excluded. By what law? of works ? Nay,
but by the law of faith." He then says,
"Now to him that worketh is the re-
ward rlot reckoned of grace, but of
debt." Thus conditional works, condi-
tional salvation and rewards are forever
cut off from salvation by grace, and
consigned to the law, the legal doctrine
or principle of merit and reward, of
debt and credit.

I want to tell you, Brother Willie,
that if you preach as you write, you
preach the gospel of Christ. In love to
you all, your brother,

. DAVID BARTLEY
David Bartley

July 16, 1951
Redwood, Virginia

Elder D. V. Spangler:
trditor of the SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Pnncrous Bnorspn rN CHRrsr:

I was very glad to meet you in the
Staunton River Association and to hear
you and many others of our precious
ministering brethren. They came forth
as it were clothed in the unclefiled right-
eousness of Christ's redeeming love and
gra,ce and preached the glorious gospel
of glad tidings of great joy. The preci-
ous brethren and sisters seemed to be
fllled to overflowing with the sweet
manifestation of Christ's love and holy
zeal. We believe God has graciously
chosen and elected and set his seal of
of approval upon them. They have been
purchased by the precious blood of His
own dear Son. \4/hen Christ hung on
the cross and said it is finished; the
complete debt of redemption was paid.
Satisfaction was made; the royal law
was fulfilled and restored honorably
unto the Father and without failure.
Christ is now seated at the right hand
of his Father making intercession for
his Saints according to the will of God.

Oh, what love and comforting
thoughts, joyful feelings, and sweet
meditations that Zions little ones some-
times feel and enjoy. They have Christ
the dear spotless Lamb of God for their
glorious intercessor; who has been, is,
and forever will be all things to the
perfection of his little church. He has
triumphed gloriously over the horse and
the rider. Christ reigned until he put
all enemies under his feet. He is a
wonderful counsellor to his church.

I feel and believe that in the mind
and predestinated purpose of God his
church has a clear title to be carried
by her righteous Redeemer through the
confirmation of all things; even His
final righteous judgement and His
glorious resurrection into the final
preservation of eternal Glory. I believe
his ransomed ones will be permitted to
bid this world adieu and say farewell
vain world I am going home to forever
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be in the great love, joy and peaceful
presence of their glorifled Redeemer
God.

Dear Brother, if I be not deceived I
believe the essence of this unworthy
scribble, which I have tried to hint at
is most sincerely believed among Primi-
tive Baptist. I truly hope I have an'
inward testimony in these things, that
God is true and besides him there is..
no other. I cannot express these things
just like my brethren but I truly hope
that I do believe in line with them. We
truly hope this sacred theme is our
daily meat and drink which causes us
many weary and anxious thoughts, as
to whetherwe are in God's glorious cov-
enant of Grace. Oh may we be made
able by his divine Power to say as did
Job, "Though he slay me yet will I trust
Him."

Dear Elder, I feel that you have en-
tered into a, very r,vorthy cause as being
Editor of the SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
May the Lord enable \you and Elder
John Wood to edit the SIGNS OF THE
TIMES in an humble devotion of peace
and in the same high doctrinal stand-
ard that it has always been since its
origin. I hold the SIGNS in high
esteem. I am sending $3.00 for a new
subscription for our beloved Brother
Bowles of Roanoke, Virginia.

Oh may it be God's will that his dear
children shall walk circumspectly, is my
prayer.

A brother, I hope
J. A. PERDUE
***

July 5, 1951
Elder D. V. Spangler
SIGNS of the TIMES
Annapolis, Maryland
Duan Er,onR SPANGLEB:

I am so glad you and Elder Wood
have been named Editor and assistant
Editor of the dear Old SIGNS. I feel
that the Lord will abundantly bless and
sustain you in the discharge of your

various duties. It has been my blessed
privilege to be in Elder Wood's home
and to be associated closely with both
of you, I feel in spiritual things. Never
shall I forget our fond associations on
one occasion particularly where Elder
Wood and I were riding on the picture-
sque Blue Ridge Parkway. How allur-
ing and entrancing did Mother Nature
seem in all her glory as we conversed
on spiritual and Heavenly things.

I have been so wonderfully blessed
in heai'ing you on several occasions
speak so wondefully of Jesus and His
Matchless Love. In my feeble manner
I would say that you have been devout-
ly inspired to speak on the intricacies
of spiritual and divine things to my
comfort and edificalion.

THE SIGNS is greatly blessed in hav-
ing such an able staff of associate
editors each of whom I love and know
intimately. May all be inspired to
catty on in the same manner that Elder
Beebe, Purington l)urand, Chick, Lef-
ferts,.Kerr, Vaughn, Ruston and Dod-
son with so many others have upheld
the banner of Truth and Justice. Truly
we miss these able soldiers of the cross
along with a host of other able writers
to expound his sacred truths. He will
not leave himself without a witness.

May He bless each of you in material
and spiritual things to serve as herald's
of those things that are divine. 1\4¿y

He direct your pens in such a manner
that the bleating lambs and sheep will
be comforted, united and kept by the
mightly power of one who is all wise.

We have been wonderfully blessed
here in the deep South by having won-
drous meetings and several additions
to our small churches.

I hope to be with you at your associa-
tion at Dan River. May all unite in
supporting his flaming herald of the
true and living faith.

Yours in bonds of love,
(Etder) J. J. COLLINS
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EDITORIAL
In making this initial appearance as

assistant Editor of the Signs, I would
would say to the brethern and friends
that it is with much fear and reverence.
For many years I have loved to read
the Signs, for in it's columns have been
found those wonderful things of grace,
which I hope âre experimentally preci-
ous to me. Should I be of any assistânce
in the publicaiion, or of any comfort
to the brethern and friends, I must be
enabled to do so by the effectual work-
ing of the Spirit. Preaching the gos-
pel is not in the wisdom of men, neither
can writing be of any value to the
brethern unless it is of the Spirit. It
remains, therefore, to be seen whether
the Lord shall be pleased to uphold me
in this undertaking.

Those of the brethern with whom I
am âcquainted and to whom I have been
trying to preach the gospel with such
ability as I am given, cannot but know
that I have many shortcomings. Yet I

have ever desired to contend earnestly
for the faith that was once delivered to
the saints. I have tried to speak plain-
ly my convictions ancl understanding of
the doctrine of God our Saviour, and
cannot allow even a hint of creature
ability or good works in order to salva-
tion. I\{ore than 30 years ago I was
brought to see myself as I was in the
sight of God, and I hope was shown
that Christ Jesus was of God made unto
me wisdom, righteousness, sanctiflca-
tion and redemption. I Cor. 1:30, I
trust that I have been preaching the
things I have seen and heard, and in
which I have been made to rejoice of
the Word of life. We hnor,v the things
of ¿ man by the spirit of man which is
in us, but no man knorveth the things
of God but the spirit of God. The clis-
tinction is thus set up between the
flesh and the Spirit and should always
be before us whether in speaking or
writing. I cannot follow, "every wind
of doctrine", but would present those
things for which there is a, "Thus say-
eth the Lord." May all those who are
truly interested in the truth as it is
in Jesus, pray that the columns of the
Signs of the Times may continue to set
forth those things which are God hon-
ouring, and are thus precious to the
household of faith.

With these remarks as an introduc-
tion, I hope, as the Lord may enable,
to present from time to time other
thoughts for the consicleration of the
brethern.

JOHN D. WOOD
*

CIRCULAR LETTER for the MAINE
ASSOCIATION

(1950 Written by
Sister Minerva Dunlap)

The Maine Old School Baptist Asso-
ciation in session with the Whitefield
church sends greetings to the Associa-
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tions and Meetings with which we cor-
respond.

DEARLY Brlovnn,
Again throughout the land there is

unrest, uncertainty, feàr, and forebod-
ing. Nations are warring against na-
tions and our boys are again dying on
foreign soil. As all people must, we
wonder at tines why evil rulers should
be allowed to govern nations, we won-
der at times r,vhether our own leaders
have been wisely chosen, and above all,
we wonder, why, if God is just and
omnipotent, he can permit so much of
misery, disease and crime. At such
times we have to look back t<l our ex-
perience when we saw ourselves as less
than nothing in the presence of an Infi-
nite Power so far above us that we
felt we could not stand in his presence,
when our only thought was: "Have
mercy, Lord, or f perish." Until our
eyes have been opened to see His mar-
velous goodness to the children of men
and until we have been shown that our
minds can not possibly grasp the de-
signs of the mind of our Creator, it is
natural that we should try to judge
Him by our mortal standards. But to
those who have been shown His infinite
power and to those who have experi-
enced the lowliness of their estate,
then how reassuring at a time like
this, to turn to that Book of Books and
to read such passages as these:

"Remember the former things of
old, for I am God and there is none
else. I am God, and there is none like
me, Declaring the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying,
My council shall stand, and f will do
all my pleasure." Isaiah 46:g-10

"Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For there is no power
but of God; the powers that be are
ordained of God." Rom. 13:1

"O the Depth of the riches both of

the wisdom and knowledge of God.
How unsearchable are his judgments
and his ways past finding out. For
who hath known the mind of the
Lord ? Or who hath been his council-
lor? Or who hath first given to him
and it shall be recompensed unto him
again? For of him and through him,
and to him, are all things, to whom
be glory forever." Rom: 88-86
In the old testament we have the his-

tory of how God guided his people
Israel, through slavery, through wars,
through temptations. They were not
able to keep his holy law and by sacri-
fices they obtained pardon. But in the
valley and the mountain tops, God was
their leader. He appointed their way
and prepared the promised land. He
was the pillar of cloud by day, the
pillar of fire by night. Under the new
dispensation with a sacrifice prepared
for their sins, God still leads his people
through trials and temptations. They
have to learn that the flesh is weak
and that they can do nothing to effect
their own salvation. The deeper into
the depths they fall, the greater seems
His power to save and his mercy.
Whether they fall or whether they
rise, it is his will. He is omnipotent
and his strength is made known in their
weakness. And whether there are wars
or rumors of wars, He is still the ruler
of all and not one sparrow falls that
he does not know. How this can be
'we can not understand. For as the
Heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts thai your thoughts.
Is. 55:9.

And we of all the peoples of the earth
having been shown the truth, should be
able to rest in the assurance that the
"Eternal God is our refuge and under-
neath are the Everlasting arms", and
we should feel to say with the psalmist:
"If I take the wings of the morning and
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dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me. Psalm
139 :9-10.

*,F*

Corresponding Letter for the Maine
Association

The Maine Old School Baptist As-
sociation in session with the Whitefleld
church at Whitefield, Maine, Sept. 8-9-
10, 1951 sends greetings to associations
and meetings rvith which we corre-
spond.

Dp¿.n BnpTHREN:
Another year has passed with its

joys and sorrows and by the kind
providence of an all wise God our little
band has met again in the Maine As-
sociation. How comforting it is in these
troubled times to believe that all things
are known and directed by almighty
God for our good and His glory. He
knows the end from the beginning ancì
nothing takes place contrary to His
wiU.

Your correspondence was gladly re-
ceived, and yonr ministering brethren
Elders Everett Jones and John Wood
have come to us inspired by the Holy
Spirit, like the apostles of old, to preach
the gospel for our peâce and joy; giv-
ing all praise and honor to God and
our Lord Savior Jesus Christ, the only
name given among men whereby we
must be saved. We felt His presence
with us and it seemed good to be there.

The meeting \Mas well attended by
the Maine brethren as well as several
from distant states. They were stran-
gers in a natural sense yet showing as
by a mark in forward the fruit of His
Holy Spirit making them kindred in
Christ, and it seemed the setting down
together in a heavenly place. We were
made to feel that sweet assurance that
r,ve have passed from death unto life
because \Me love the brethren, In the

words of the poet:
How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,

When those who love the Lord
In one another's peace delight,

When thus fulfill his word
When each can feel his brother's sigh,

And with him bear a part;
When sorrows flows from eYe to eYe

And joy from heart to heart:
When free from envy, scorn and pride,

Our wishes all above,
Each can his brother's fallings hide,

Ancl show a brother's love:
When love in one delightful stream

Through every bosom flows;
And union sweet, and dear esteem,

In every action glows.
Between the morning and afternoon

preaching service, Sister Ada Bartlett
was baptized, unitin€l with the White-
field church.

The next meeting of the Maine As-
sociation will be, the Lord willing, at
Whitefield, Maine, FridaY, SaturdaY,
and Sunday before the second Monday
in September in 1951.

"*:&*

CORRESPONDING LETTtrR
The Delaware River Old BaPtist As-

sociation, now in session with the Hope-
well Church, send greetings to sister
Associations and meetings with which
we correspond.

Dear Brethren '-
Through the mercY of God we have

had the privilege to meet again and to
greet your messengers and members,
and to sit together in a bond of peace.

In this unity which these associations
bring about, your fellowship, and the
edifying words of the ministering breth-
ren, both, help bind us together so that
\Me can rejoice the more on the feasting
of spiritual blessings. For we need not
only the edifying things of the spirit to
bind us together, but to enable us to
rejoice, one with another, in the Lord.

The ministers have all Preached
Jesus, whom to know is life eternal.
The gift of each is indeed a Gift beyond
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price, and we feel blessed to have heard
them, and know it is indeed enough
rvhen we can gather together in the
unity of love and fellowship.

We hope, the Lord willing, to mêet
rvith you again next year through this
Association

So written in a blessed hope of eternal
life.

H. M. BENNETT, Moclerator.
CASPtrR G. FtrTTER, Clerk.

CIRCULAR LtrTTER
The Delaware River Association in

session with the Hopervell Church,
Hopewell, N. J. Wednesday, ThursdaY
and Friday, June 6th, 7th, and 8th,
1951 to her sister churches composing
this association, and to the associations,
churches and meetings with rvhom we
correspond, extend our loving greetings
in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ:-

Dearly Beloved in the Lord. Xt has
fallen to our lot to again address you
in a Circular Letter. And as a subject
to write upon \4re have been impressed
to attempt to express a few thoughts
upon the Love of God. Where could we
find a greater theme to write upon than
the Love of God? We believe that if it
had not been for the love of God to have
quickened us unto newness of life,
Spiritual Life we would not hnow any-
thing about this love. We believe that
it was because God flrst loved us that
we were made to love Him. We believe
that God in eternity loved us; and be-
fore the world was made we were chosen
in Him to be made rnanifest here in
time as his chosen people. In the be-
ginning of time, in the sixth day'God
said, "Let rìs make man in our image:
and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth. So
God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he them;

male and female created he them." And
God blessed man because of that won-
derful love he had for them before the
world was made; Yes blessed he them
with all things that would be for their
good and his own glory. His eye was
ever upon them watching over them,
preparing for them the things of which
they would have need. He planted a
garden eastward in Eden: ancl there he
put the man whom he had formed.
"And out of the ground made the Lord
God to gro\,v every tree that is pleasant
to the sight, and good for food: the tree
of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of knowledge of good and
evil." "And the Lorcl' God took the
man, and put him in the Garden of
Eden to dress and keep it, and the Lord
Gocl commanded the man, saying, of
every tree of the garden thou ma)¡est
freely eat; But of the tree of the Knowl-
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die." "But
for Adam there was not found an help
meet for him. And the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept; and he took one of his ribs, and
closecl up the flesh instead thereof: and
the rib, which the Lord God had talien
from man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man. And Adam
said, this is now bone of my bones,
ancl flesh of my flesh; she shall b:
called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man." "And they rvere both
naked, the man and his wife, and were
not ashamed." Now the serpent was
more subtle than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made, tempied
the woman to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, saying,
"Ye shall not surely clie: For God dcth
know that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil." So the woman did eat and gave
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also unto her husbancl r,vith her; and
he did eat, and their eyes were opened,
and they knew they were nahed, and
they sewed fig leaves together, ancl
made themselves aprons, a cloak of self
righteousness to cover their nakedness,
their sins from the sight of the Lord
God. "And they heard the voice of the
Lord God walking in the garclen in the
cool of the day; and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God amongst the trees of
the garden." How utterly impossible
it is for Gods people to hicle their nakecl-
ness, their sins from Him. "But for
Adam and Eve the Lord.God made coats
of skins, and clothed their naked
bodies;" but they had disobeyed the
commandments of the Lord God ancl
in this act of disobedience they hacl
sinned and were cast out of the garden,
fallen undone lost sinners. But God in
eternity forsaw all this, and in his great
love for his chosen people planned for
their redemption, planned to redeem
them from their fall in Adam by send-
ing his only begotten Son, born of a
\Moman, who took upon himself flesh
and blood that He might bear our sins
in his own body and shed his blood on
Calvary's cross to save us from our fal-
len and lost condition. What love and
mercy. God loved us in eternity. FIe
always loved us. He planned for our
redemption in eternity before the
world was made. Yes we were chosen
in Him before the world was spohen
into existence. God loved us when we
were dead in tresspasses and in sin.
Behold what wonderful love. His love
for his people was greater than the
love of women. Like Samuel we can
say, "Passeth the love of women." Peter
thought he loved the Lord so greatly
that he said he would follow him even
unto death. But was the love of Gocl
in his heart when he denied that he
knew the Lord with cursing and swear-

ing? When Peter heard the cock crow
he remembered what his Lord had told
him and he went out and wept bitterly.
Then the love of his Lord entered into
his heart reminding him of his weak-
ness and of his Lord's tender mercies
and never failing love for him. Oh the
love of God. God's love for his people
is so great that He will not suffer us
to be tempted above that we are able.
God is our refuge ancl strength when
in trouble. He only is our Rock and
our Salvation. "And ye shall know that
I am the Lord, when I have wrought
with you for my name's sake, not ac-
cording to your wicked \Ã¡ays, nor ac-
cording to your corrupt cloings, O ye
house of Israel, saith the Lord God."
Does He not bring all his children to
know, after he has wrought with them,
that he is God, and besides him there
is no Savior, and that without him we
can do nothing? Were not all the ways
that he wrought with us for our good
and his glory? It rvas not according to
our wicked ways, nor according to our
corrupt doings, but it was according to
his great lor¡e wherewith he loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, that he
thus wrought with us. It was for his
name's sake, his mercy and grace. Oh,
it was "God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love wherewith he loved us,
even when we \Mere dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ."
"By grace âre ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God." "Dear brethren is the
love of God in our hearts when we
denigh him on our meeting days, when
we fail to meet with the children of
God to worship him and sing praise to
his holy name for his goodness and
mercy to poor sinners, in the giving
of his only begotten Son to suffer, bleed
and die that we might have life ever-
lasting. Oh but for the mercy and love
of God we would be as aliens having no
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hope, and without God in the world.
Again if we neglect to read the record
of the word of God and fail to come to
the throne of grace, to his house of
prayer, can we expect to flnd his love
drvelling sweetly in our hearts, and
hear him say, "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love; therefore with loving
liindness have I drawn thee."

Dear brethren let us not fail to at-
tend the services of our God, and render
unto him, Father Son and Blessed Spirit
the praise due his Holy Name. "Now
unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless be-
fore the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, To the only wise God
our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and for-
ever. Amen."

Adopted as our Circular Letter by
the Delaware River Association, held
with the Hopewell Church, June 6th,
Tth, and 8th, 1951.

H. M. BENNETT, Moderator.
CASPER G. FETTER, Clerk.

*

Vega, N. Y.
July 20, 1951

Dnan EuroRS oF rHE SIGNS OF THE
TIMES:

Enclosed you will find a check to re-
new å subscription for the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES. I think I have been read-
ing them as long as almost anyone now
taking them. I find that I do not want
to do without them as long as I am able
to read them. When I flrst became
acquaintêd with them they were printed
as sheets of paper and folded in a
square to be mailed out. I have been
acquainted with the Editors from then
on down and I believe they still hold
fast to the same old doctrine that they
did when it was started. There seems
to be so few Old Baptists these days
but the Lord has said he will have his

witnesses as long as time shall last.
He also has said where two or three
are gathered together there will I be
in their midst. I believe His word shall
stand as long as there is one to be
gathered, they will be brought forth.

A most unworthy little one,
VI*RTUT BALLARD

Le Grande, Ore.
July 5, 1951

SIGNS of the TIMES
Annapolis, Maryland
GnNrr,punN:

f am enclosing three dollars for one
yeat subscription to SIGNS of the
TIMES. This is a renewal for my
mother, Mrs. Etta J. Lassiter, Lll4
Wash St., La Grande, Ore. She will
be 91 years August 26. She has been
reading your paper about 73 years,.
Her health is very delicate the last year
but she reads quite well yet.

Yours very truly,
MRS. JEWEL McCLURE

*rß*,

PLEASE REMEMBER
1.-To renew your subscription promptly

when due, if possible. The date on your wrap-
per cover will show to when you have paid.

2,-Ihat when your remittance reaches us
before'the 10th of the month, credit will be
shown with the next issue of the paper, other-
wise it cannot be shown until the second
month following. This also applies to changes
of address.

3.-That notices of Special Meetings should
be sent to us at least thirty days in advance of
the month in which the meeting is to be held.

If our readers will be kind enough to ob-
serve the foregoing suggestions they will aid
us very materially in getting out the paper.

D. V. S.

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE *SIGNS''

We will furnish extra copies of the
Signs of the Times at the following
prices:1 copy,25 cents;3 copies, T5
cents; 6 copies, 91.50; 12 copies, $8.00.
These prices do not apply to our regular
subscribers who fail to receive their
paper, and if they will notify us of the
failure we will mail them another copy
free of charge.
Please check the renewal date on your

wrapper. It shows when your paper expires.
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ASSOCIATIONS A}{Ð SFtrCIAL

MtrETINGS
The Virginia Corresponding Meeting

is appointed to be held with the Frying
Pan Church, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, of October 17th, 18th and 19th
1951. All Ministers and Brethern of
our Correspondence ancl others of our
faith and oider, and lovers of the truth
are invited to meet with us.

Those coming Tuesday in own con-
veyance, will come to Herndon, Va.,
and inquire for Sister Carolyne Alston
or Brother Walter Normân, who
will provide entertainment.

Bus travelers directed as follows:
Nearest approach to Herndon on

route 50, is Chantilly, Va.
On route 7, Herndon Junction.
On arrival telephone Herndon 308 or

229W.
For further information communi-

cate with the undersigned.

G. C. SPINDLtr, Clerk
914 gth Street, N. 8.,
lVashington, D. C.

Vernon, Sullivan, New York, on Satur-
clay, September 22, before the fourth
Sunclay of that month. Lunch will be
served as usual at the near by restau-
rant. All members and friends are in-
vited to attend.

The Original Little River Association
meets with the Saline Creek Church at
Bumpas Mills, Stewart County, Tennes-
see, beginning on F riclay before the 4th
Sunday in August, 1951.

(Elder) J. N. DARNALL,
Moclerator,

Cadiz, Kentucky
The Original West Tennessee Associ-

ation meets with the Yellow Creek
Church, 3 miles west of Sylvia, Dickson
Cou,:lty, Tennessee, beginning on Fri-
clay before the 2nd Sunday in Septem-
ber, 1-951.

(trlder) R. L" IJIGGS, Ll[oclerator,
1U11 Manchester Avenue,

Nashville B, Tennessee
The Original Flint River Association

meets with Kelly's Creek Church,
Lincoln County, Tennessee, beginning
on Friday before the 4th Sunclay in
September, 1951.

(Elcler) R. M. FIA\MKINS,
, Moderator,

535 Walker Street,
Huntsville, Alabama

The Bethel Association meets with
Bethel Church, Graves County, Ken-
tucky, 7 miles east of Fulton, Kentucky,
beginning on Friday before the 1st Sun-
clay in October, 1951.

(Elder) R. L. HARRISON,
Moderator,

Route 1, Rives, Tenn.
The Soldier Creek Associatio! meets

with the Mount Pleasant Church,
Graves County, Kentuchy, beginning on
Friday before the 2nd Sunday in. Octo-
ber, 195l.

-(trlde1) PAUL qoINER,
Mod,erøtor,

The Salisbury Old School Baptist
Association will convene, the Lord will-
ing, with the Indiantorvn Church near
Poweltville, Md., on Oct. 24 and 25Lh,
195t, aI 10:00 A.M. Ministers of our
faith and order, and lovers of the truth
are cordially invited. Those coming by
car on Tuesday will go to the home of
Brother William Adkins on Mt. Hermon
B,oacl, third house on the left from Salis-
bury, rottte 350, Salisbury-Powellvilìe
Road. Trains ancl buses will be met in
Salisbury, Md., Tuesday p.m. Anyone
not met will telephone Brother Aclkins,
Salisbury 22198.

(Elder) H. M. BENNETT, Pastor
\VILLIAM S. ADKINS, Clerk

>F

NOTICtr OF MEETING
There will be an all clay meeting of

the Old School Baptist Church of New
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The Maine Old Baptist Association
will be held with the Whitefietd Church
at Whitefield, Maine Sept. Z, 8, to 9th,
the Lord willing. All lovers of the
truth are invited to meet with us.

SANFORD BARTLETT, Cterk
Damariscotta Mills, Me.

*t<*

We, the Flint River Association, in-
vite all our Primitive Baptist friends
everywhere, to come to our Association
Sept. 21 ,22, and,23,7g5l, at Old Kelly's
Creek Church. We have met quite a
few Baptist in our travels, and love to
see them as often as possible.

(Mrs.) REANtrR RtrECE

The Original Obion Association meets
with the Walnut Fork Church, 10 miles
north of Paris, Henry County, Tennes-
see, beginning on Friday before the Brd
Sunday in October, 795L.

(Elder) PAUL POYNER,
' 1115 Olive Street,

Murray, Kentucky

that we have been greaily enriched by
his long and useful life among us. We
shall miss his wise council and guidance
in our Church meetings, our association
and in our homes.

While we shall miss him yet we feel
to render to the Lord thanhsgiving and
.praise for the benefits and words of
comfort we derived from his presence
while with us. His memor)¡ shall linger
Iong in our hearts to make glad our
thoughts of him.

Done by order of the Church in con-
ference June 2nd, 1951.

(Elder') O. K. TEN CH, Moclet.ator,
F. G. HOLCOMB, Ctet"k

;k*>F

IN MEMORIAM
Whereas, it has pleased our Heavenly

Father to call from this earth into ever-
lasting peace, our beloved Brother Elder
R. Lester Dodson, ever faithful to the
calling of God to the ministry, he
preached with power the unsearchable
riches of the Kingdom of God, serving
the Lord in meekness and humility,
ever contending for the truth as it is in
Jesus.

Therefore be it resolved, though our
hearts are bleeding in so great a loss,
may we bow in humble submission to
His,most Holy will, believing our loss
is his eternal gain.

Soldier of Cþrist, well done;
Praise be thy new employ;

And, while eternal ages run,
Rest in thy Savior's joy.

Resolved, that this memoriam be pub-
lished rvith the minutes of this associa-
tion, and copies sent to his widow and
for publication in the Signs of the
Times.

Done by order of the Delaware River
Associàtion in session with the Hope-
well Church, Hopewell, N. J. June 6th,
7th, and 8th, 1951.

' H; M. BENNETT, Mod,erator.
CASPÐR ç, FETTER, Çtrerh,

RESOLUTION OF RESPtrCT IN
MEMORY OF ELDER J. F. STEGALL

'Whereas: It has pleased Atmighty
God in his infinite wisdom to take from
our midst our dearly beloved Pastor
Elder J. F. Stegall, who passed away
May 25th; 1951 at the age of 68 years.

We would humbly bow before him
and acknowledge him as our Savior and
the giver of all good and perfect gifts.
And in the passing of our Brother we
would acknowledge that it was the Lord
that giveth and the Lord Taketh away,
Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Elder Stegall was a¡ able minister
of the Gospel and was Pastor of Roan-
oke Church for about 19 years. He was
loved and highly respected by all who
knew him.

While we flnd that in his departure
our loss is great, yet \4¡e must confess
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OtsITUARIES

WILLIAM DANIEL WITHERS was born
April 28, 7872, and. died May 3' 1951. He was
born in Bourbon County, Kansas, the eldest
of I childlen, 6 boys, and 3 girls, all of whom
are living, except him. He was the father of
16 children, I of whom are living.

He was received and baptized into Bethel
church of Bellingham, Washington December
25, 1909, and held to the faith until his death,
or as he would put it, the faith held him. He
was a faithful husband and father, and a good
provider.

He liked to tell a dream that was a part ôf
his christian experience. He was climbing a
mountain and was very wearyr when he came
to a great waII which seemed to reach to
heaven and was endless. He looked as he
stopped and pondered how he could get over
or around it. Looking to his left he saw a
great multitude of people that were in semi-
darkness and milling around and around. Then
looking to his right he beheid a smail group
of people some were old white headed men,
kr-reeling in prayer and oh, the glory that shone
around them and on these few. But he
couldn't get to either group because a great
gulf and the wall. He was fllled with fear
but would not go to the ones on the left.
Then he heard a voice saying, "Salvation is
of the Lord," This was his belief too, "That
Salvation is of the Lord."

He was baptízed in Lake Whatcom by Elder
Eaton where the ice had to be broken to
re:eive him. The night he died I was noi r'vith
him, but I dreamed of being by his side and
clasping his hands in mine; we sang a hymn
and then he said, "The window is open and
I'm going out." The next morning he had
passed away.

He was tenderly caled for by his youngest
daughter and son-in-law, and his dear wife,
who is left mourning his passing. They had
been malried 55 years.

Our loss is his eternal gain, Praised be the
God of fathers, written by his daughter.

(Mrs') MARY ECKARD

JUDSON ZEH

On July 74, I95I MR. JUDSON ZEH depart-
ed this life at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Gotding in Cobleskill, New Yolk after an ill-
ness of frve weeks. The funeral services were
held the following Monday afternoon at the
Bellinger Funeral Home near Lawyersville,
N, Y., the writer conducting the services. The
interment was in the Cobleskill cemetery. De'

ceased would have been eighty-six years old
next October. He was unmarried and among
his surviving relatives are several nieces and
nephews. He was the youngest of seven
children and the last survivor. Judson Zeh
was born in Seward, New York in 1865. His
parents were Peter Zeh and Eliza Bellinger
Zeh. He foliowed the avocation of farming for
many years in which his success evidenced his
thrift, industry, and excellent business man-
agement. After retiring from the farm he
lived in the EalI Stevens homestead at Central
Bridge for twenty years. Nearly two years
ago he went to live with Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Golding in Cobleskitl, who ministered to his
wants with tender, loyal, Ioving care, sparing
nothing for his comfort.

Mr. Zeh was deeply religious and believed
with unshaken flrmness in the principles of
the Old School Baptist faith and was a faith-
ful attendant at the meetings of the Middle-
burg OId School Baptist church, though he
never united with the visible church. He was
a constant reader of the Signs of the Times
for over frfty years. His unblemished charac-
ter, his upright walk, and godly conversation
exemplifred the walk of a follower of Jesus.
He was r,r'idely knorvn and had a warm and
lasting place in the hearts of all who know
him.

ARNOLD H. BELLOWS

ELDER JOHN W. B. CAMERON, our dear-
Iy beloved Brother in Christ was called to his
eternal rest on June 10, 1951. He was born in
England, March 4, 7882. He was married to
Mary Alice Clough September L2, 1907 in
England at Strict Baptist Church. They came
to America in 1915.

They were both baptized into the Salem
Strict Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, in
the year 1919. Afterwards they transferred
their membership to Friendship Church at
Fowler, Colorado. Some years later they came
further west and for a time their membership
was at Forest Grove, Oregon' At t he time
of his death they were both members of Little
Zion at Chehalis, Washington.

We feel that they were a great blessing to
the littte church and it is difficult to see how
\/e cân go without him. He was ollr assistant
pastor and a willing servant' His mind was
Ied into the deep mysteries of the scriptures
and he wâs nevet too occupied to give his
mind on anything asked of him. The bÌessed
Lord knows our needs and has promised to
supply them all so our faith and trust is
placed in Him.
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The faith and belief of the stlict Baptist is

the same as that of our Primitive churches I
believe, but the practice and order of a little
different. I have heard Eìdei' Camelon say
many times that a great many things were
cleared up for him since his association with
the Primitive Baptists. Theirs was the only
Baptist home where I u'as plivileged to shai'e
in family alter service. I hope I have not
been envious of any ones blessings but I have
often wished I could live as close to my Lold
as he seemed to.

He left to mourn his passing a dear faithful
wife, Maly Alice Cameron and tr¡'o sons;
Colin B. Camelon, and William B. Cameron aÌl
of Seattle, Waghington, Mls. Hannah Bates,
of Olympia, IMash.; and Mrs. Rhoda Hamilton,
of Centralia, Washington. FIe had eight gr.'and-
children..

We wish to bow in submission to the will
of our heavenly Father.

Services u'ere conducted by Elder C. M.
Fisher', and Elder I. F. Coleman. Intemrent
in Washellie's Cemetery, Seattle.

Done by order of the chulch.
C. M. FISHER, Moderator
(Mrs) EFFIE PAF"II^E, Clerli

With a deep feeling of sadness we desire
to speak briefly of the life and passing of
JOHN PHILLIP CAMPION. He was boln
January 2, 191,3 and departed Janualy 17,
1951. He is sulvived by his mother, sistel
Rhoda Ann, and the following blothels and
sister: Jasper, of Winfleld, Ala.; Lo'r,r'ell rvho
is now in the U. S. Army in Kolea; Mls.
Juanita Gallaway, Einfleld, Ala.; Mrs. Mildred
Williamson, Panama City, Florida; Mls. Wies-
ter Miller, Panama City, Florida; Mls. Elnes-
tine Tipton, Birmington, AIa.

His funeral was conducted by Elder Eirner
Kitchens at the Bush Primitive Baptist Church
in Binningham, Ala. The following solìgs v,zele
used: "Amazing Glace", Lone Pilgrin-r", and
"Pilgrims Farewell"; these r'vere also the
same songs used at his father's funeral, the
late W, H. Campion, whose obituary was
published in a recent issue of the SIGNS. His
l'elnains wele telrdel'ty ìaid to lcst jn Elm-
wood Cemetery. The many floral offelings
manifest love and confidence.

He served two yeal's over seas in World
War II. He fought five major battles and
many minor ones. He felt his convictioi-r while
on the battlefleld.. In Nov., 1950 he u'r'ote an
article to the SIGNS. He was then at Long
Beach, Calif. Sister Lunah Hudson read the
article and wrote him about it. He came to

see her and they had a long pleasant talk.
On Saturday before his passing he came to

see her again. He expressed sweet communi-
cation with Jesus. He wâs so happy, After
r.'eading of his passing Sister Hudson went
to his apar:tment and talked with the land-
Iady. The landlady said that he had paid for
his rent, meals, and put everything in order
just before he was killed that afternoon. His
landlady said "This looks like predestination."

I{e never united r¡'Íth any church but he
left evely evidence he loved the Lord's anoint-
ed. The u'i'iter has spent many hours with
his palents and with some of his sisters and
blothers, but I was never associated with Phil
vely much.

To the family may I sây my tears mingle
with youls and my spirit blends with yours.
Allow me to give you the comforting assur-
ance that Phil is at rest. In humbie submis-
sion u'e bow to thy will, Oh, Lord.

C. H, BIRD

SISTER CARRY STEWART wâs born
April 20, 1871, to Mr. and Mi's. W. R. Chand-
ier of Lincoln Parish, La.; and she was mar-
lied to J. D. Stewart Feb. 15,1888. She joined
the Primitive Baptist Church on the third
Satui'day in August, 1913. Her death was
May 8, 1951.

Sister Stewart and her husband were very
lovely and consistant members of Old Ephesus
Church, r¡'hich u'as about four miles from
Ruston, La. They lived in this vicinity foi
ûrany years, but later moved to the vicinity of
McCalister, Oklahoma. They lived here until
the death of Brothel Stewart which was a
few yeals ago. Sistel Stewart came back to
Louisiana whele she made her home with
her son, Loy.

When she moved back to La. she joined
Libelty Hiil Primitive Baptist Church near.
Farmerville, La. Here she was highly es-
teemed by the brethren and sisters who knew
her. She was one of the sweetest, singers of
the old time SACRED HARP music that I
have ever heard. I could dr,ive up to the
church whele singing rl¡as going on and I
could always tell whether Sister Stewar,t was
there or not. Her voice was excellent for
singing and she knew how to sing. Sister
Stewart, ìMas very much devoted to the church,
the doctrine, and the brethren and sisters;
although she was not conveniently located near
her church she was always at her meetings
unless she was prevented by unavoidable cir-
cumstances.
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She was the mother of six children who

were: Mrs. Gertrude Hall, McCalister, Okla.;
Mrs. Jimmie Harrington, Lamont, Calif.; Carl
Stewart, Santiago, Calif.; Arvel Stewart, de-
ceased, having been killed in World War I,
Loy Stewart, West Montoe, La.; and Mrs.
Eva Blackwelder, Ruston, La. There were 27
grandchildren and 30 great grandchildren, and
one great great grandchild. She also leaves
tr'vo blothers, Paul and John Chandler both
of McCalister, OkIa., and three sisters, Mrs.
Clala Edwards, McCalister, Okla.; Mls. J. D.
Dodd, Phoenix, .L'-iz.; and Mrs. Minnie
Thomas. There were a host of neices, nephews,
and many other kindred.

Dear bereaved we ale admonished to weep
not as for those who have no hope, I am
ful1y satisfied that Sister Stewalt is asleep
in the tomb, awaiting that glorioùs tesur-
rection morning when our Lord shall come
and raise these vile bodies, and fashion them
like the glorious body of the blessed Savior
Jesus Christ our Lord. AII the saints of God
r¡'ill dwell v'ith Him in that beautiful City
which hath foundations r,vhose builder and
maker is God. What a beautiful Hope this is,
may God speed that great and glorious day.

I, her pastor, tried as best I could, to speak
a few words of comfort to her moulning
relatives. The services were conducted in the
Kilpatric Funeral Chapel at Ruston, La. Her
remains were carried back to Oklahoma for
burial in the family cemetery.

R,'W, RHODES

LOUISA JANE COOK ESTEP, our beloved
sister in Christ .was born in lra, Bushman
County, Virginia, Oct. 25, 1870 and passed
from this life, April 28, 1951, aged 80 years,
9 months and three days. She was baptized
into the Free WiIi Baptist Church about 1890
by Elder Wm. Estep. In about 1930 she was
rebaptized, this time into the faith and order
of the Primitive Baptist Church by Elder
John Peters.

She had been a membel of a Baptist chulch
for about 58 or 60 years. She was flr'm in the
faith of a Soveleign God and the total help-
lessness of man. She r'vas vely ill foi many
yeals yet .when ever possible, she was at the
meetings. Hel children were as follorvs:
\yVilli¿rn Estep, Onalaska, Washington; Thonras
Estep, Napavine, Washington; Londy Estep,
Forest, Washington; Loyd Estep, Longview,
Washington; Floyd Estep, Elbe, Washington;
Mrs. Gertrude Schreck, Onalaska, Washing-
ton; Mrs. Virgie Lester, Onalaska, Washing-
ton; and Mrs, Bessie Clamer, Raymond, Wash-
ington,

She had eighteen glandchildren, 11 great
grandchildren, and 4 great-great grand-
children.

Her husband William Riley Estep who was
born July 26,1866 and died Oct.29,1918. He
belonged to no church. They were married
in 1887.

.We have lost a faithful sister but feel that
our' loss is hel etelrial gain.

Done by order of the church.
C. M. FISHEF", Moderator
(Mrs) EFFIE PARE, Clerlt

MRS. LENA MARY HITCHENS LOWE
was born Sept. 4, 1878, and, after one year of
illness, passed away August 7, 1950, at her
home in Laurel, Md.

I'r'ivate services were conducted the follotv-
ing Thursday by the Reverend Ralph Jones
of Milford, Md., and Reverend R. \4¡ard Mills
of Stocton, Md. Inteuleirt was nade iu Laut'el
IIiÌi Cemetely, whele her remains were placed
besides her late husband, James W. Lowe, Jr.
She lequested the hymn, "I Would Not Live
Ahvays", to be read at he¡ funeral; and it
was lead by the Reverend Ralph Jones.

Mrs. Lowe was the daughter of the iate
Mr. and Mrs. Giltis Smith Hitchens. She
lived in the Sycamore community for 50 years,
and for the last four years made her home in
Laulel, Md. She is survived by the follolving
childlen: Mls. Àudrey Parker, Millesbora,
1,4d.; Dr. Alton Lowe, Delawale, Ohio; Mrs.
Jeanne Morlis, Rehobeth Beach, DeI.; Edwin
Lolve, Huntsville, Pa.; Deolan Lowe, Laurel,
Md.; Mrs. Geltlude Hudson, Frankford, Del,;
Mls. Evelyn Pepper, Georgetown, Del.; DeI-
bert and Herbert Lowe, Los Angeles, Calif.
Sulviving are the following brothers and
sisters: Mrs. William Tyndall, Georgetown,
Del.; Mi's. Maggie Elliott, Laurel, Md.; N. G.
Hitchens, Concord, Md.; William Hitchens,
Milfold, Del.; and there u'ere the deceased
brothers and sistels, Benjamin and Daniel
Hitchens, and Katheline Hitchens. There were
cight grandchildren.

Mrs. Lowe joined the Bload Creek Old
School Baptist Chulch in July 1942, and was
baptized the same day. She was a firm be-
liever of salvation by Grace. She attended
her church whenever her health pelmitted.
She lived a faithful member to the end, prov-
ing the abiding faith of her Savior that faith
is the substance of things hoped for. It was
her delight to care for her children, and
labored untiring that they might secure an
education and be morally well trained. She
rvas tender'ly cared for during her last íllness
by her children. Written by her sister,

(Mrs.) MAGGIE ETLIOTT
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We wonder sometimes we can't understand

God's dealings with his people here
And sometimes at our disappointments

In the things we hoid most dear.
For if we could have things our way

They would very different be
But our sight is not like Gods

He the end from the beginning' can see.
For the paths that, we would choose

Would not always be best for our feet
And sometimes in our greatest trials

We are brought to the mercy seat.
As sheep we would sometimes wander far

As sheep oft did of old
But the shepherd's rod is used with love

For they don't stray away from the ,fold.
\ile wonder sometimes at the darkness

And wondel we don't have more light
The answer is over and over again

Because it's not best in his sight.
We wonder why some have to suffer so

We wonder and can't understand
But then we know all things

Are ruled by his merciful hand.
For to everything there's a purpose

Every tear drop and a sigh
And sometimes our greatest sor ows

Are blessings in disguise.
For each one will be prepared for the burden

That they will have to bear
And when that burden is too great for us

He wili that burden share,
For Gods wâys are not our ways

His wonders great and small
For if we could understand his ways

There would be no mystery al, all.
CORA B. POWELL
Salisbury, Md.

r***

ili-i.i:-# Avenue

July 4, 1951,

Dp¡.n AssocrATE Eorrons:
Enclosed is a money order to cover

expense for another year's subscription
for the "Signs of the Times." I beg
you to forgive me for my neglecting to
send it in on time. Yes I thought of it
several times, and had the money, but
just slothful and slack in my duty. Now

I hope that I am not one that after I
have made excuses, I feel that I am
justifled thereby. In Jesus only is justi-
flcation and we are made to groan many
times by reason of the weight of sin
and this corrupt nature.

There is times with me when I am
made to feel that I must be deceived,
and that surely this hope is not hope,
that it is just something that is of my
self. Do you ever feel this way? Some
say that they never have any doubts
and that they are riding upon the high
places at all times and that they know
that heaven is their home because they
have met the conditions required in the
promises of God. (IIow be it not true
Prirnitive Baptist). If this were so,
then how about Thomas, John the
Baptist, Jacob and mâny others. I
asked them sometimes did John doubt
the Savior? Jacob is on my mind (while
I know if tr have ever been blessed with
a revelation from the Mighty God of
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob) that
this scripture is too deep for them, as
all others for that matter. He tells us
that the dead knoweth not anything;
to lçnow anything is to experience it.
Then if the power of God is not with
us we would deny it. I understand that
the thorn in the flesh was not removed
when Paul besought the Lord (not
prayed) for it to be removed. He said,
"My grace is sufficient, Strength is
made perfect in weahness."

Now I come to the scripture that was
on my mind, and submit to you what I
hope that has been revealed to me in
it, concerning the experience of God's
people while living here is this world
of sin and sorrow. Gen. 34th Chapter
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and 30th verse on through to the 35th
Chapter, and about the 6th or 7th verse,
you will notice that this is dealing with
the experience of God's people; I be-
lieve while here in this world, yet writ-
ten in the patriarch's age. "And Jacob
said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have
troubled me to make me to stink among
the inhabitants of the land, among the
Cannaanites and L]ne Peúzites: and I
being few in number, they shalt gather
themselves together against me, and
slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and
my house. And they said, Should he
deal with our sister as with an hartot?
And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up
to Bethel, and dwell there: and make
there an altar unto God, that appeared
unto thee when thou fleddest from the
face of thy brother Esau thy brother.
Then Jacob said unto his household,
and to all that were with him, Put away
the strange gods that are among you,
and be cleân, and change your gar-
ments: And let us arise, and go up to
Bethel; and I will make there an altar
unto God, who answered me in the day
of my distress, and was with me in the
way which f went." I will not quote any
more of it but if blessed with the mind
from on high, I will come back to it in
the letter.

We are bound to realize that since
that He is the God of -Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob that somewhere in
their travels, if we L¡e heirs of promise
and born of the spirit of God, we see
some of our experience. Do we not?
We go back to when God made promises
to Abraham that he said unto him,
"ï(now of a surety thaL tiny seed shall
sojourn in a strange land and be evily
entreated and shall serve them and
afterward come out with great sub-
stånce." Now when he said "Thy seed"
does not mean nor take in every natural
seed of his posterity, even as the
promise of God does not take in every

Adam creature of this world for if so
they will all be sa-,zed. We trace this on
to Jacob and Esau and prove that it is
election and that of grace and before
they were ever born here in this world
and also prove that God appears to his
people when they are brought to dis-
tress and ans\ryers them in the day of
their troubles, (While they have
t,roubles all way from here on after
that God deals with them) and gives
them hope in Jesus and in this text is
called Bethel. When the time came for
Isaac to bless according to nature he
purposed to bless Esau for he was the
flrstborn was he not? But for some
cause Rebehah had been made wise to
know whom was to receive the blessing
(vrhich was the brlessing of Abraham)
she cleceives her husband and moves
.Iacob to go and get two kids, I believe
it v¿as and she dressed them and made
lrim the savory meat that he rnight ob-
tain the blessing when she went to
enquire of the Lord he spoke to her and
said tr,vo manner of people shall be sepa-
rated from thy bowels and two nations
are in thy womb and the elder shall
serve the younger. Paul tells us that
the purpose of God according to election
might stand not of works but of him
that calleth "It was said to her the
elder shall serve the younger." What
was the purpose? To show to the heirs
of promise that the election is not of
v¡orks but of grace, and not according
to any fleshy standing that we might
have here in this world. It was right
reversed to that which would be natu-
ral. Naturally the blessing would come
to Esau for he was the elder or the
firstborn, was he not? Well, I quote
also, "trt is not of him that willeth nor
of him that runneth but of God that
showeth mel:cy". Romans 9-tr6. When
Isaac mentioned it to Esau he was will-
ing and took his bow to go out hunting
for the venison, did he not? Here is
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where grace is first and last, always, by
all means. Jacob was the heir all the
time and when his mother mentioned
it to him and commanded him to do
this thing, he kicked on it and said, "I
may receive a curse and not a blessing".
Anyway when he took the savory meat
in to his faLher as his mother had com-
manded him the skins of the kids were
put on him and he deceived his father,
thereby and his father said the voice
is Jacob's but the hands are Esau's; and
he discerned him not and when he
asked him I believe the second time art
thou my very son Esau he said, yes.
This was not true was it? For he was
not his very son Esau, he was Jacob
pretending to be Esau. Did not the
truth of God abound here through
Jacob's lie? I believe it did, for it was
already truth that he should receive the
blessing and that before worlds began.
You see how it was worked, all contrary
to nature; so is the grace of God and
the grace covenant, it is contrary to
nature. The elder shall serve the young-
er, was spoken when they were yet in
the womb, which means at least to me,
that Jacob is, and was the heir of the
promise of God to Abraham and to his
seed after him. We understand that
these twins had to be born on the same
Ievel, both Jews and the seed of Abra-
ham, according to Nature to set up
election or to prove election; not to set
up, that one rras as good as the other,
or that one was no better than the
other and one had not any advantages
over the other. Also being a Jew by
nature means nothing, but that the
election was of sovereign grace, now
when Jacob was blessed, Esau purposed
in his heart to slay him because of the
blessing wherewith his father had
blessed him, and he was instructed of
his mother to go to his Mother's kindred
and stay there until the anger of his
brother should be appeased. This is in

a figurative sense Grace tal<ing care of
him and when he fled from the face of
his brother, Esau he lighted upon this
certain place and God appeared to him
in a dream, here is where the ,,Spirit
beareth witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God". Jacob was in
tlouble, his spirit broken because of
the troubles that had come upon him
and it cannot be proved anywhere that
he was to be blamed for it. His mother
directed it from a natural standpoint.
And God spoke unto him aid said, ,,I am
the God of Abraham Thy Father, and
the God of Isaac: the land whereon
thou liest to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed:"

Now Jesus spoke to some of the un-
believing Jews and said to them, ,,f
know that ye are the seed of Abraham
but if ye were the children of Abraham
ye would love me."

Now one may be the seed of Abraham
naturally and not be the children of
Abraham according to this. Neither
because they are the seed of Abraham
are they all children. "If children then
heirs and joint heirs with Christ', there-
fore he said I am the God of Abraham,
thy Father because he was a ,,Child"
of promise and God bearing him wit-
ness aiopearing to him and revealing
himself to him, when he said, ,,f am
the God of Abraham thy father.,' Jacob
like the children of God in this day and
time, had to be made acquainted with
this God.

On down he said in the same promise;
"I will not leave thee nor forsake thee
until I have performed that which I
have spol<en to thee of."

Now after this precious dealing of
God. with him he was made to say that,
"I and my house shall be destroyed."

Child of grace, is there not many
times with you that you doubt that if
this was God that dealt with you like
Jacob, appeared to you in your troubles
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and made to you precious promises ?

Do we not have to be brought down to
the feet of sovereign mercy and- cry
unto God for his mercy and afraid that
we will yet be destroyed? Yes it is
when we are down in this condition that
God speaks to us in mercy and com-
mands us to arise, for he said to him,
"Arise and go to Bethel and dwell there
(dwelling in the Spirit) clinging to the
promises of God, and make there an
altar unto to God."

Yes we are troubled many times be-
cause of our sins and the just con-
demnation and are made to cry to God
for his mercy, and like Jacob who was
commanded to go to Bethel, we are
made to go back to our experiences and
feast again and again on things that
have been wrought in our hearts which
are Bethel spots. We notice that after
God spoke to him that the scripture
says, "Then" he commanded his house-
hold and all that were with him to put
away the strange gods which were
among them and be clean and change
your garments and so on. Why did he
not command them before then? Be-
cause he had not the command himself
this thing envolves the whole household
of faith; for as Jacob was the head of
all of the house-there so is also Jesus
the Head over all things to the church,
which is his body. We read on and find
that they gave unto Jacob all the
strange gods which were in their hand
and all the earrings which were in their
ears and Jacob hid them under the
"Oak". Now dearly beloved is not this
worth something to us ? Why is it an
oak, and not just any kind of a tree?
I believe thaí the OAK represents
STRtrNGTH. When this thorn in the
flesh buffet us that we should not, be
exalted above measure. His Grace is
sufficient and made manifest, and that
his "Strength" is made perfect in weak-
ness. We are brought to the state of

weakness in reality and truth and his
Son revealed in us our "Strength". Was
this not manifested when he raised him
from the dead and put all things under
his feet and gave him to be the head
overall things to the church. When
these strange gods are hid out of sight,
we like Jacob and his household jour-
ney, and the journey is toward the land
of Canaana. For the scripture reads
on and says "And they journeyed and
came to Luz and the terror of God was
upon all the cities around them and
they did not pursue after the sons of
Jacob as was ex-pected. When he said,
"I ând my house shall be destroyed,"
is this not figurative of that which
arises in our flesh? "The sin that doeth
so easily beset us."

And as Jacob, they do not follow us
to condemn us for at the command of
God we journey (in Spirit). We flnd
later in the journeys of the children of
Israel when the cloud was over the tents
of the Children of Israel that they jour-
neyed not, but at the command of God
the cloud removed and they journeyed.
The journey was toward the Canaan
land as was in this same case. And we
like Jacob build an "Altar" unto God.
An altar of praise to his name. He
shall be as the light of the morning
even as morning without clouds, when
the sun riseth âs the tender grass
springing out of the earth by clear
shining rain. The grass when in time
of drought will have the appearance of
being dead, but the showers upon it
will revive it and it will take the ap-
pearence of life; yes, newness of life.
When he makes known his voice of
mercy once again, and again, while here
in this life though our outward man
perish, yet, the inward man is renewed
day by day by his voice of mercy once
again, and again while here in this life.
Though our outward man perish yet
the inward man is renewed day by day
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by his Spirit in the inner man. With
his hand he formed the croohed Ser-
pent and with his Spirit he garnished
the heavens, is this not the garnishing
of the heavens, the name of Jesus
preached in the hearts of his creatures?
The Holy one of fsrael that fought and
won the battle of which no man could
fight? He brought me to his banqueting
house and his banner over me was love.
This banner of peace that Jesus made
through his blood. Love was the mo-
tive for his coming down from the
heavens and fighting that battle. Love
is the motive for your hope in Jesus
for the flnal redemption from this pres-
ent world.

Farewell. If you see flt cast this in
the trash can. It will be no offense to
me. It is imperfect like the writer.

Elder W. E. BRANCHE
August 7, 1957

Dnan BnoTHREN: If through the mercy
of God, I have a right to thus address
you. As the time has come to send in
for our much loved paper, I have a
great desire to humbly beg forgiveness
of my brethren for the past attempts
at writing. I am not ashamed of what
I believe, nor the sweet meditations of
my heart, but always fearful to write
them down. Yet, it seems, that has
been my weakness and I want to say
right here, the brethren and sisters
have been so kind in bearing with me,
but my mistakes, short-coming, ignor-
ance, and sin roll up before me like a
mountain, covered with fog, till I wish
I could erase the past lines I have writ-
ten and remain silent, but there always
follows another thought and feeling of
guilt. I feel I might be like the one
that was given the one talent and buried
it in the earth, so I find no rest from
my confused mind, only when the Lord
speaks, "Peace be still, it is I, be not

afraid." "Behold the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the
world," John 1 :29. "If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own."
John 15:19. "Therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee." Jer. B1:8.
Oh! I feel so glad and I hope thankful
to Him who has blessed us with all
spiritual blessing in Christ, treasured
up in Him from the foundation of the
world and is given to us in due seasons,
not according to our works, but to his
own purpose and gyàce. FIe leads us
along and we are prepared to receive
each of them as they come. We are not
left to ourselves to the extent that we
will reject them, or fail to be present
when our refreshment is on the table.
No, no, we are led by the still waters
.and are macJe to lie down in green
pastures. We feast on. his love, and
sweet words of expression flow thru our
minds that would malce a boolç should
they be put down, but they are gone,
and we know not, from whence they
came. We feel strengthened and do
believe they are sent from God, but we
cannot stop there, if so, we would, for
rest is so sweet, but we have not come
to the end of our journey. How we do,
desire and beg Him to be ever present"
in time of need and that is every minute
of time. I believe he watches over His
children, at all times, even when we
are sinking down in darkness and dis-
tress, and the warmth of His love seems
to be all gone and our way seems to be
hanging, as it were, on a high cliff, held
with uncertain cords, that might break
at any time, and we be plunged into
outer darkness. So is this not, the fear
that is placed in our hearts, that causes
us to call upon the name of our God ?

Oh ! I feel His grace is sufficient for
us, when I have any feeling at all, but
much of my time is spent in the valley,
but I can see that is the best for me"
I hope that I. will always be kept
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humble, down at my brethren's feet.

May He be gracious to you and all
the editorial staff, writers, and lovers
of the Signs, and all His children,
wherever they are. He knows them,
for He is caring for them. Use the re-
mainder of the money, as you see flt.
My husband joins me in greeting to
you. Yours in hope.

(Mrs.) LUTHtrR CAMPBELL

Dr¿.n EuroRS oF rHE SIGNS,
You are strangers in the flesh, as are

most of those who write to the SIGNS.
I do feel to hope and believe that we
are kindred in and through the spirit
of God. So many times I have felt this
to be true and rejoiced, I hope in spirit.

But, Oh, how empty my heart has
been for such a long time, as though
I were dead-, yet going about mechan-
ically with the duties of this natural
life. While in this condition you and
all my brethren and sisters are stran-
gers. I feel so alone, I realize more
every day what a stranger I am to
my neighbors, friends and relatives
with whom I come in daily contact. I
almost never dare mention what I be-
lieve concerning God and the salvation
of sinners. Then to feel so empty of
feeling toward those who believe the
doctrine of Grace for life and salvation,
is awful indeed. I tried to stir up a
pure mind but I had none. I tried to
feel and believe in this love, I hoped
had been shed abroad in my heart, but
there was just emptiness. I could not
read the Bible, nor the SIGNS; I could
not direct my mind into thoughts of
God or on Heavenly things. I wondered
if this would go on for the rest of my
life. I would talk to my only Sister who
is very dear to me and she would bring
to mind mâny things that were once
comforting concerning what the Scrip-
tures teach; but they were dear and I

just could not believe. Some would say
"Surely now is the time to pray", but
I could not pray. There were just no
words. I thought at night when I lay
down I would ask in my mind "Oh,
Lord where are you? If you are there
wouid you look down in much mercy
and be merciful to my unrighteousness
and deliver me out of this empty place."
I could not see any good in being in
this condition and wondered how it
could work good in any wày.

I tried to recall sweet meditations I
once had and to re-live the time I was
so sure the holy spirit had lifted me up
to view things I wasn't able to tell with
this tongue. I remembered all the way
the Lord had brought me, only to won-
der if it was all in vain, same natural
emotion.

I remembered a time once before
while in La. my heart was heavy and
burdened for so long. I groaned in
spirit each night and tried to pray and
how suddenly and unexpectedly it van-
ished one morning. My heart and soul
seerned to soar upward in praise and
worship while the tears fell from my
eyes, but this was dead and so far
âway, âlso.

The second Sat. and Sunday was our
meeting days and on this particular
time in August we always look forward
to having visiting preachers and broth-
ers and sisters from other places with
us. These Elders R. L. Biggs from
Nashville, O. W. Perkins of Mayfield,
Ky., and R. Harrison of Rives were here
and such wonderful words of truths
they did speak. I felt that the words
surely must have come from the very
fountainhead of Truth. It was wonder-
ful and I marveled while listening and
thinking how good it sounded to me.
It was not I hope a stumbling block,
neither was it foolishness, but it seemed
tike the porver of God and the wisdom
of God. I wondered if it would all go
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arÃ¡ây even as they had to go to their
homes, and if I would have to continue
on in this empty dismal frame of mind.

When I came in this MondaY from
worh, my SIGNS was there. I oPened
it and began to read and mY soul was
filled with love and fellowship before
I flnished the first letter by a Sister
Kate Cottrell and how thankful I was
to God to again let me feel this love.
He had resiored again unto me the joy
of His Salvation, not an overwhelming
joy but enough to let me again believe
that he is the Christ. I then felt a
desire to go in my bedroom and fall on
my knees and thank Him and beg IIim
to keep me ever in the waY He would
have me to go-lead and guide me and
not let me wander awày.

One of the preachers spoke of a verse
of Scripture in Ecc. "f teturned and
saw under the sun, that the race is not
to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong," etc. I felt almost as though
I had returned from a desert place' I
do not know or see the good that could
have been in it, or if it was a chasten-
ing rod for my many sins, even so if
I could know without doubt that it was,
it would be sweet, for the Lord chasten-
eth whom he loveth.

Even as I write these words I won-
der if it will be His will to withdraw
this and leave me again as before. He
is a Sovereign and asks leave of no one.
My life is lived in hope of eternal life
after the grave. Sometimes I am made
to believe that truly He is the Christ
and it is then I feel that I have been
quickened into tife and knowledge of
Him by Him and the way is good; but
I have just told you how it is other
times with me-all of which keePs me
tossed about like a leaf on the ocean.

I hardly think this is worth space in
the paper but it has relieved me to tell
it.. To have something to tell is wonder'
ful, indeed. I have been so low and poor

in spirit that I wondered if my hope
was really gone.

I am ashamed to have been so slow
in sending in my remittance. This will
tal<e care of this year and next and a
little to spare.

I as everyone else, was grieved to
hear of Elder Dodson's passing, for we
enjoyed and was comforted many times
through his writings. I rejoice to know
he has finished his course and is gone
from this troublesome life for I truly
believe he is resting. And I believe God
is able to hold up whom he will to take
his place for I do not think His arm
is shortened nor has He lost any of His
power. Oh, if I could hold fast to that
ancl not let it go.

Your weak and unworthy sister,
in hope of eternal life

MRS. LIJCILLE YOUNG

"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like unto
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
th¡'ss11. On these commandments hang
all the law and the prophets." Matthew
22:37-40

The law is said to be a rule of con-
duct enforced by a higher authority
than the persons to whom it is given.
In the Bible we flnd a record of the law
in the Old Testament is often called
the law. It was originally laid down to
the Hebrews through Moses. While it
had special application to them and
special requirements they were bound
to observe, the fundamental principle
or antitype is universal and perpetual
to the children of God is all ages, gen-
erations, dispensations of time; but
man has never been able to keeP this
law. It is a perfect law and man is an
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imperfect being, a sinner. The law
requires a perfect obedience so man in
his human nature could not keep it. If
he offendecl it in the least point he was
guilty of the whole law. Christ our
Savior came å,s the encl of that law, one
who was without sin.

Ðear Reader, do you remember when
you came to the end of the law in your
experience, when you were bound hand
and foot and laid on the altar and the
arm of the law was stretched with the
knife to tahe your life. When the voice
of the Lord spoke from behind saying
to the law, stay thy hand, for I have
prepared for myself a sacrifice. I have
sent my only begotten son, made of a
woman, made under the law to redeem
them that are under the law. He is the
one who loves the Lord thy God with
all thy soul and r,vith all the mind and
all the strength and his neighbour as
himself, which is fulfillment of the law.
He was the ram that was caught by the
horns in the thicket behind us. He wasjust behind us when the dreadful mo-
ment came with us. When the law was
making its dreadful stroke to cut us
down and justly so, too, He stepped in
front and let it strike ÏIim instead of
us and fulfilled it to every jot and titfle,
and rolled it back to the father honor-
able and thus fulfilled that law of carnal
commandments which was restricted to
the Hebrew nation, as a type of the
spiritual Hebrew nation or Israel. That
law which was carnal in its applications
was only a type of the law which is
written in the hearts of spiritual Israel
in the perpetual or everlasting covenant
made with spiritual Israel. When they
shall enter into the sabbath of rest as
is said in Exodus 31:16 ,,Wherefore
the children of fsrael shall keep the
sabbath, to observe the sabbath
throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant."

And it is again said "Wherefore say,

Behold, I give unto him my covenant
of peace; And he shall have it, and his
seed after him, even the covenant of
an everlasting priesthood; because he
l''¿as zealous for his God, and made an
atonement for the children of fsrael.,,
Numbers 25:L2-I3

So since the old covenant has ful-
fìlled its purpose as a type, it gives way
to the antitype, and God says by the
mouth of Jeremiah, ,,Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah: Not ac-
cording to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt; which my
covenant they brake, although I was
an husb,and unto them, saith the Lord:
But this shall be the covenant that I
u'ill make with the house of Israel ; after
those days, saith the Lord, I will put
my law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts; and will be their God,
ancl they shall be my people. And they
shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, ancl every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall
all know me, from the least of thern
unto the greatest of them, saith the
Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no moïe.
Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the
sun for a light by day, and the ordi-
nances of the moon and. of the stars for
a light by night, which divideth the
sea when the waves thereof roar; The
Lord of hosts is his name: If those
ordinances depart from before ffi€,
saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel
also shall cease from being a nation
before me for ever. Thus saith the
Lord; if heaven above can be measured,
and the foundations of the earth
searched out beneath, I will also cast
off all the seed of Israel for all that they
have done, saith the Lord." Jeremiah
32:31-37
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So we see that this covenant can
never be broken, it shall stand forever.
In the old covenant there was a nâme
written on a stone and given to every-
one of the children of Israel which none
could read but he to whom it was given.
This figurated the law or covenant
which is written in the heart of life of
those whom the new covenant is made
with, so we should be careful about
passing judgment on another. We can-
not look into the heart of another. It
is said that man looketh on the outer
appearance but God looketh on the
heart. In the above new covenant he
says I will forgive their iniquity, and I
will remember their sin no more. So
long as the ordinance of the sun, moon
and stars of heaven remains to give
light on the earth and heaven above
cannot be measured or the earth
searched this covenant will not be
brohen. So your sins and iniquities will
never come against you any more, no
not forever. What a blessed thought.

While sin remains in the flesh it is
condemned there so that it will never
separate you and your God. While the
flesh serves the law of sin, the mind of
Christ which dwells in us serves the
law of God. Paul says, "For we l<now
that the law is spiritual: but I am
carnal, sold under sin. For that which
I do I allow not: for what f would,
that do I not; but what I hate, that do
L If then I do that which I would
not, I consent unto the law that it is
good. Now then it is no more I that do
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not. For the
good that I would I do not: but the
evil which I would not, that I do. Now
if I do that I would not, it is no more
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in

me. I find then a Law, that, when I do
good, evil is present with me. For I
delight in the law of God after the
inward man: But I see another law of
God in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members. O wretched man
that I am ! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death? I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind I myself serve the law
of God; but with the flesh the law of
sin." Romans 7:74-25

The dear apostle here has told the
whole experience of everyone of the
servants of our God from the first to
the last one that shall be on the earth
when our blessed Lord shall come again
to gather them home to that blessed
immortality. Note that Paul says I
delight in the law of God after the
inward man, which is the Christ man
a spirit that dwell in us which is the
spirit of love. This spirit fulfills and
heeps the law. For love is the fulfill-
ment of the law and all God's chosen
people keep the law in Christ, or in
other words Christ keeps the law for
them as their head and vine which
they are members. The head speaks for
all the members of the body. The life
of all the branches is in the vine and
receives all their substance from the
vine. Note that Paul says again so I
myself with the mind (that mind of
Christ) serve the law of God but with
the flesh the law of sin. There Paul
goes on to write "There is now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but
after the Spirit. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
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sin the flesh, That the righteousness of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. For they that are after the
flesh do mind the things of the flesh;
but they that aye after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the
carnal mind is enmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that
are in the flesh cannot please God. But
ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
in you. Now if any mân have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."
Romans 8:1-9

Those who receive this blessed spirit
of Christ possess a supernatural love
which the world of the ungodly know
nothing about ancl it seems that even
we ourselves do not understand much
about it. The apostle says beloved or
behold what manner of love is this
that the Father hath bestowed on us
that lve have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren. The
same apostle says again love worketh
no ill to his neighbours therefore love
is the fulfillment of the law. He also
says for all the law is fulfllled in one
'word, even this thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thy self.

James also says, "If ye fulflll the
royal law according to the scripture,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self, ye do well:" James 2:8

This is the best order that I know of
a manifestation of love and zeal for
God and love for your brother, this is
better than all the man orders. As the
scribe when he had asked Christ con-
cerning the commandments, which of
them was the greatest and the first.
"Jesus answered him, The first of all
the commandment is, Hear, O Israel;
The Lord our God is one Lord: And

thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is like,
namely this, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself. There is none other
commandment greater than these. And
the scribe said unto him, Well, Master,
thou hast said the truth: for there is
one God; and there is none other but
he: And to love him with all the heart,
and with all the understanding, and
with all the soul, and with atl the
strength, and to love his neighbour as
himself, is more than all whole burnt
offerings ancl sacrificies. And when
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly,
he said unto him Thou art not far from
the kingdom of God. And no man after
that durst ask him any question." Mark
L2:29-34

While we believe in good order as
laid down by Christ and his apostles,
but when we make orders ourselves and
get so bent on them that we begin to
set 'up bars to fellowship against our
brethren because they do not see all
points of doctrine as we do or because
they are not in correspondence with our
associations, and for many causes too,
numerous to mention in this letter; but
manifesting more interest in the man
made orders than they do in love of
their Brother. It seems to me it is time
to call a halt. We do not like to have
our feelings cramped or bound down
by the dictations of others as to whom
shall fellowship, or who I shall not
fellowship. But I like to be guided by
my own feelings by the feeling of love
which I believe is wrought in my heart
by that spirit of love, which is the ful-
flllment of that law of Love, which is
written in the heart and which teaches
us who to fellowship and who not to'
fellowship.

I have not written as I had wished to,
may God guide and direct us in the:
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way he wolrld have us go and keep us
in that strict and narrow path to whom
be the honor and glory for ever and
ever more. It is not a question with me
who I can fellowship but the thing that
bothers me, vrho can fellowship me.

Your unrvorthy brother in Christ,
I hope

H. L. ROGER,S

laughed, I cried, I was so happy. I
said thank God he is a good otd harcl
shell preacher. Then I wrote and aslçed
him if he could be the one f used to
know and he answered saying, yes. I
would love to hear him preach.

My husband was a Missionary Bap-
tist when we were married, so I joined
them but was never satisfled. I should
not have been in any church at that
time. f was terribly disturbed about
my condition. I felt when I went to bed
I might die before morning and if I
should I would be lost. I stayed under
a burden for a year. T got so where it
made no difference where I went to
church f was so very easily touched
that I would cry and want to do better,
but could not. In '37 I offered myself
to the Old Baptist at Dewey, Texas,
and to my surprise they accepted me.

If I know this poor heart of mine I
love what they preach and teach. I was
made to love them everywhere. Well,
I was just going to send in my sub-
scription and I did not mean to write
a letter. But excuse me and please look
over my imperfections and mistakes.

When at a throne of mercy, remember
me and mine.

. ESSIE MAE SHELTON
1629 E. Harris
San Angelo, Texas

;k *

Dp¡.n ErrroR oF THE ,S/GNS,
You will frnd my subscription money

as I want you to send me the SIGNS OF
THtr TIMtrS. I am a new subscriber
for someone gave me some of the Signs
and I do enjoy them so much. They are
a great comfort to me. I have just
finished reading a good sermon (it is
to me) by trlder L. F. Harris, written
in 1948.

I knew Brother W. D. Griffin when
we were both small children. We then
lived in Alabama but in 1916 we, that
is my parents and family moved to
Texas. In 1920 my mother passed àwày,
she was only 38 years old, but for some
reason unknown to us God took hel
from us; leaving father with six chil-
clren. The year after her death I re-
ceived a letter from Brother Griffin
and we corresponded for awhile. Then
I v¿as married to Seaborn Shelton and
I did not hear anymore from Brother
Griffin until 1937 when my Aunt gave
me some copies of the Si,gns to read.
I was resting one day and picked up one
of the $i,gns to read. I did not belong
to the Primitive Baptist church at that
time but had been terribly disturbed
about my condition and about predes-
tination. I hope I had been given some
light on it. But as I was reading this
article, I would read and cry and thank
God for sueh a wonderful paper. When
I had read about half, I said that I must
look to see who wrote this. To my sur-
prise it was signed, W. D. Griffin. I

Ðoan Eorrons:
The primary purpose of this com-

munication is to transmit my wife's
(Mrs, H. T. Faulk,325 West Missouri
St.) renewal of her subscription to the
Sigas of the Times, which renewal I,
not my wife, have been negligent in at-
tending to as all of us should.

Flowever, I feel to thank the Master
for His goodness in raising up someone
to carry on in Elder Dodson's stead,
and to express to you our appreciation
of your faithful efforts to carry on in
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the publication of the paper as you
think Elder Dodson would want it and
as the Spirit directs you to do.

Again we renew our invitation to
any and all Old Baptists who may be
journeying through this part of the
country to stop with us. \4/e are seven
hundred frfty miles from our home
church in East Texas. So far as I know
my wife and I are the only people out
of a population of one hundred thirty
thousand in this town, who are identi-
fied with the Primitive Baptists. You
may know how lonesome 'we oft times
become and how glad we are when we
can meet and converse with others of
our faith and belief.

You may use the remainder of my
monetary enclosure in such manner as
you see flt and in doing so be assured
that we are made to feel thankful to the
Blessecl Giver of all good and profitable
gifts, that we are privileged to do even
this small bit.

Your Unworthy Brother,
HUBERT T. FAULK

months, seven of them, but they were
all so good. ü/e really enjoyed having
them. We spent New Year with our son
Frank in Hamilton and had a lovely
time.

Our meetings are going on about as
usual and the dear Lord sometimes
gives us sweet tastes of His love in our
quiet times at home. I am sometimes
glad there is a Christmas time although
it probably is not the exact anniversary
of our Savior's birth, for it brings to
mind what we might otherwise not
dwell upon. I had a sweet time alone
here in this home which some might
think would be lonely. It seemed as
though it must have been the dear Lord
who gave me the happy thoughts, and
the comfort has stayed with me; so f
feel like passing them along hoping that
others might share the goodness of the
Lord to me.

The Wise men. Who had given them
wisdom made them wise unto salvation,
taught them to seek the young child,
Jesus the Savior of us sinners ? Was it
not the Lord God of Hosts ? They came
from the East, the place of the rising
sun, and I thought of the dear Son of
Righteousness, who rises with healing
in His wings, who is the One who fills
us with desires after Him, and shows
us the star of Bethlehem, and gives us
wisdom and strength to seek Him where
He is lowly laid in a manger.

"Not the fair palaces to which the
great resort

Are once to be compared with those
Where Jesus holds his court."
The next thought was that they

brought gifts, gold, and frankincense'
and myrh, and there I seemed to have
to call a halt, for I felt I had nothing I
could gi.ue Him, and then Scriptures
came like a stream of life giving 'trater'
to me, and I saw how we are taught by
the Lord to gi.ue Him what He has
wrought in our hearts.

Dutton, Ontario
January 4, I95L

Dpan SrsrnR EDWARDS,
It is a long time since we received

your nice letter with snaps enclosed.
That is a lovely group and I cherish
it very much, although I am sorry I
have been so tardy about telling you so.
We have such a large correspondence,
it seems difficult to keep up with it,
especially as 'we are away from home
so much. You did not enjoy being here
ânymore than we enjoyed having you
and we hope you may be able to come
again some time. We had a very pleas-
ant Christmas, our eldest son, Frank
and his wife and four children, and our
second daughter, Ellen with her hus-
band and three children were with us
for a few days. The eldest child was
eight years old and the youngest five
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"My son, gi'ueme thine heart." Prov-
erbs 23:26

"Giue thanks unÚo the Lord-Giae
unto the Lord, glory and strength-

'G'iue unlo the Lord the glorY due
unto his name.' " I Chronicles 16, veTses

8,28, and 29.
"Freely ye have received, fteely giue"

Matthew 10:8
I wonder if that means that when the

Lord freely gives us a blessing we
should tell of His goodness to others,
that they maY share it with us? I
think there is a natural meaning, that
wherever possible we should help others
in material things when we see them
in need. There are mâny other Pas-
sages showing what lil'e can giae when
taught to do so bY God's grace. I flnd
a concordance a great help in finding
allusions to certain subjects.

I supPose You are still at Your or-
phanage, loving and helping your chil-
dren. I like to think I do not actually
have to own children and things for
them to be mine' PerhaPs its just a

whimsy of mine, but when I enjoy
children, trees, flowers, music, etc', I
feel they are mine in so far as I get
pleasure out of them, and I do not want
to take them from their rightful owners,
but enjoy what contact I may have with
them. I know You feel that waY about
your children as you talked of them I
could see the love and interest you had
for them, and I wâs very interested to
listen to you tell of your life with them'
Mildred once said to me how thankful
she was we could enjoy things in ret-
rospect, and I certainlY am too, and
you evidently could look back and enjoy
over again Your triP to Canada' She

and her husband were here in October
to our Quarterly meeting in Duart' We
always enjoy them so much.

With best wishes for the New Year'
Yours in sweet fellowshiP

GEORGE and trSTHtrR RUSTON

Dpan BnorHER IN HoPP: I will try to
write you a few lines to let you hear
from me. I am not feeling as well as
I was when you were here. I hoPe that
you are as well as usual. You don't
lçnow how much good it did me when I
heard your sweet prayer. I have been
wanting to telt you for some time what
I hope has been the dealings of the Lord
with me.

Back in my younger days when a
girl about 18 or 19 years old, I was at
a meeting in Virginia when old Elder
Corn was preaching. He told me the
difference between morality and Chris-
tianity, and it appeared to me that he
was preaching to me, and that was
when I was made to feel that I was a
sinrìer in the sight of the Lord. It came
to me later, that we lcnow we have to
pass from death unto life because we
love the brethren.

I witl have to leave off some for I
cannot tell it like I would like.

About 47 or 48 years ago I had a
dream. I thought that I came to some
clear water and I walked across to the
other side on top of the water, and
rvhen I got to the other side, there stood
a ladder on the water. I thought that I
went up the ladder with Sister Jenny
Loftis in front and DorY behind me,
and when I got to the toP, I thought
the ladder was hanging on my arm with
all of us on it, and I did not feel the
weight of it. Then I laid my head over
on the ground and was dYing and all
my fears rvere gone I l<new that I was
going to Heaven. Then I went on
through a field and came to a Place
where there was a gathering of people,
and I thought they were the happiest
people I had ever met. I have only told
a little here and there, but I hope that
you will understand.

I wanted to join the Church but I
stayed away until 1-902. I was made
willing in Aug. or SePt. 1902.
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I would like to see this in print for

the children to see.
I will close for now. you and sister

Bessie write and come to see us when
you can. A sister in hope.

(Mrs.) D. O. SLOAN
Route 3, Hurricane, W. Va.

my subscription to the SIGldS, which
expires June 1, 1g51. I have passed
my 86 year and I have been reading the
SIGNS for 66 years. I desire to con_
tinue as long as I live. I am still active
in the ministry, though my strength is
not much.

May the Lord bless you to earnesfly
contend for the grand old doctrine of
,unconditional election, salvation by
Grace, in the future as you have in the
past.

Yours in hope,
Elder W. O. BEENE

July 27, LgSl
Drnn EuroRS oF Src¡¡s oF THE Truns:

I am sending a one year renewal for
the SIGNS of the TIMES. I do and
have always enjoyed nearly all that was
printed in it since I have been reading
it which has been for about ten years.
No one is infallible except our Heavenly
Father and if some thoughts occasion-
ally that I read in our pâpers are not
according to my own, f do not wish to
flnd fault with anyone for no one can
have spiritual wisdom except it comes
from above. I often feel to have very
little but that little is precious beyond
description, wåy above anything this
life has to offer.

I have prayed that the new Editor
may be given grace and strength to go
ahead and continue to give us a good
paper.

At this time I am physically unable
to write more.

Yours in hope of 
. 
eternal life,

trF'FIE PARKE

Dn¿n EorroRS oF THE SrcNS oF THE
Truns:
Renew my subscription for another

yeàr. f am sorry that it was late.
My heart goes out with sadness to

Dpan BnorHER SeANcLER,
I want to congratulate you as the

person selected by the Brethren to be
Editor of our old and very reliable
and esteemed paper, the SIGNS of the
TIMES. It most certainly denoted the
regard you are blest to enjoy among
the Brethren with whom you have lived.

I hope the Lord will continue to bless
the paper, and its writers and contri-
buters, to the glory of His precious and
Holy Name, as well as the comfort and
consolation of His poor and affiicted
people. I have been reading and sub-
scribing to the SIGNS of the TIMtrS
nearly forty years. Although I know
that it is not and will not be perfect,
but I believe it has and I trust wiil stitl
have a very useful place among our
people, as one of the best religious
periodicals, of its time.

I truly hope the Lord will bless you
as our new Editor, with the wisdom, the
light of His blessed Spirit and the heart
warming love of our Lord and Savior;
that you may be able to filI your very
important place in selecting material
for our paper.

I do not know whether you would
remember me or not but I have met
you several times in the past twenty
years and I believe I had the pleasure
of meeting your father once.

Your very unworthy Brother
R. W. RHODES

Houston 9, Texas
August 7, 196l

Dpan EoTToRS oF THE SIGNS:
f am enclosing three dollars to extend
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all of the readers of the SIGNS to hear
of the passing of Dear Elder Dodson.
We have lost but he has gained. His
battle was finished on this earth. Oh
how we miss his good, good words of
God.

I have been a reader of the SIGNS
since Gilbert Beebe was editor of the
SIGNS. I still love the precious words
of all those good letters that are in the
SIGNS. I am sorry to say that there
are not any Old School Baptist near me.
Ml. father and mother were strong in
their belief.

Please excuse this, I am so shal<y to
write as I am now past 86 years and
can't see very good any more.

Yours in christian love,
ARTIE M. MILLER

Southampton, Pa., Feb. 15, 1912.

Dpan Bnornpn Dotsot¡: Your very
good letter was received a few days
ago, and read with much interest. I
am very glad you were in New Yorlc
when I was there, and I would be glacl
to have a longer time to get more fully
acquainted with you. Your mind seems
to be much upon the things of the
Spirit, and you are evidently growing
in grace, and in the l<nowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. That
kind of growth might seem to a,ny
worldly mind an easy thing to do. But
when one is experiencing that growth
he will find it one of the hardest ancl
most painful things to be experienced.
The Lord says "And I will bring the
third part through the fire, and will
refine them as silver is refined, and will
try them as gold is tried: they shall
call on my name, and I will hear them:
I will say, It is my people: and they
shall say, The Lord is my God." Zech.
13:9. That trial of the faith as gold is
tried causes everything to be burned
up that frre can burn. It is a hard way

to learn what faith is in the experience
of it. I see by your letter that you know
something about it. I flnd myself ques-
tioning from time to time whether I
have knownthat true faith; and some-
times I am questioning whether I have
truly known the dear Saviour as my
Saviour. I often thinlç of the verse:

"Tis a point I long to know;
Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do I love the Lord or no?
Am I his or am I not?"

Sometimes, it seems that I cannot be
mistaken in the thought that I have
known that "love of God which passeth
knowledge." I àm thankful to read of
your assurance at times that you do
feel the love of God breaking in upon
your soul.

You refer to the "Beatitudes" very
sweetly. I had comfort many years ago
in contemplating those few verses in
Matthew 5 and wrote some articles on
them, r.vhich are in my book called
"Meditations upon portions of the
Word." The following words were given
me about 47 years ago, causing me to
feel the flrst hope I ever had that Jesus
died for me: "Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness." It was a Monday morning in
March, I think in 1864. At that time
I had been exercised on that subject 20
years, but had never been able to say,
"Perhaps I am one for whom Jesus
died," until then. I never knew until
then what real gladness wâs.

But I will not at this time go farther
in speaking of my experience. You
speak of my article on "The Virtuous
Womân." That occupied several num-
bers of the Si.gns. It is a subject that
wâs a real comfort to me.

There are a number of things in your
letter to which I would like to refer
but cannot now.

Your brother in Christian Love,
(Elder) SILAS H. DURAND



232 SIGNS OF THE TIMES
EDITORIALS

ANNAPOLIS, MD. ocT{)tsftR, 1951

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Subscription price $3 per year-$5 two years

Published each month by
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Established 1832

Devoted to the Old School Baptist Cause

BUSINESS OFFICE
Annapolis, Maryland

Editor
Elder David V. Spangler, Rt. 2, Annapolis, Md.

Assistant Editor
Elder "I. D. Wood

P. O. Box 186 Manassas, Va.
Associate Editors

Elder W. D. Griffin, Box 4, Covin, ,{la.
Elder E. J. Lam'bert

306 Richardson St., Winnsboro, Texas
Elder II. O. Nash

431 H¿rdendorf Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga.

ALI letters for thi,s paper sltottld be ad,-
dressed and, remitt&nces nxade 'pwcLble

to
SIGNS OF TIIE TIMES, INC.

P. O. Box 86 Ännapolis, Md.

THp Fr.ocx oF GoD

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd;
he shall gather the lambs with his arm;
and carry them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young.
Isa. 40 :11,

Fear not, little flock, for it is your
F ather's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Luke 12:32

The use of natural facts and flgures
in the illustrations pertaining to Gocl's
people are noteworthy. These apt illus-
trations never mislead. They are used
to set forth the truth as it is in Jesus
Christ. In our earthly realm of exist-
ence we have shepherds to care for the
flock. If it was not for the lack of
wisdom and porver in the flocks we
certainly would not need shepherds.
Any ranchman that turns his flock loose
to take care of themselves will soon be
in trouble. It is to be noted that Adam
\Mas given jurisdiction over the things
that were made (Gen.I:26). Men have
been tending flocks ever since the morn-

ing of time. Our subject deserves
clelicate treatment and, unless I am
blessed with diversity in writing, I will
be tedious. The flock does not point
out the better places; it does not fend
off the enemies; it does not advise the
shepherd; it does not look up and oc-
cupy the green pastures besides the
still waters. Until this is true in earthly
matters it will never be true in
heavenly.

The flock belongs to God. I do not
have any desire to divide the Godhead
and say that the flock belongs to Jesus
Christ but not to the Father. For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and the government shall be on his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. As far as the life of
the flock is concerned it has always
been with God. God is eternal and his
purposes are as old as he himself. God
is a God of purpose. He did not purpose
and fail to bring to fruition. The choice
of God was made before there was any-
thing created. God has done all that
has been done for his flock according
to his purpose. The flock of God does
not have ân owner that thinks too late.
Every purpose of our God is established
by counsel (Prov. 20:18), and he works
all things after the counsel of his own
will (trph. 1:11). To show the immut-
ability of his counsel he swore to it
(Heb. 6:17) .

If the puropse of God is thwarted in
any instance in his dealing with his
flock it becomes nulÌ and void all the
way. If our Shepherd has ever been a
secondary herdsman he certainly is not
the same yesterday, today, and forever.
If our God lost anything in the garden
of Eden evidence tends to show that
the Shepherd did not deal truthfully
with Peter about the gates of hell pre-
vailing against the church. If he who
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is most precious to the believer has not
kept his covenant atl the wày and
always, he may not at some future time
be able to keef it" That we poor frail
creatures are faithless and fruitless in
ourselves we know ; that we are restless
and changeable and unstable is ptainly
discernable ; that we have not, nor will
not, nor cannot, keep our vineyard we
feel to acknowledge. But Almighty
Redeemer, we feel to beg thy mercy and
deliverance from ourselves.

There is not any other God. He has
not divided his flock. In all the creation
there is not a name nor a power that
has any lien on this flock. There is not
a spot of uncleanness on this flock;
there is not a sin (for time and eter-
nity) that has not been atoned for;
there is not a farthing of indebtedness
against this flock. \.Vhatsoever his soul
desires concerning his flock it is his
pleasure to do. God the owner, has
created all things for his pleasure. Of
all these created things none of them
are able to successfully call in question
the dealings of the Shepherd with the
floclç. It is lawful for the Shepherd to
do what he wills with his own flock.

This flock is called. Is there a differ-
ence in the sanctification by God, the
preservation, and the calling? The
sanctification or setting apart by reason
of choice we allude to as being perfect.
The preservation in Christ every Old
Baptist association in America has
prominently displayed in their minutes.
To me, the santiflcation before time is
not any surer nor stronger than the
calling in time. How precious is that
doctrine of God's electing love. What
a manner of love it was that God elected
us to in eternity, and bestowed on us
in time, that we should be called the
sons of God. That election in eternity
was in Christ. It undoubtedly was sure
and steadfast, being ordered in all
things. The preservation in Christ has

got to be commensurate with the sanc-
tification by God the Father. The poor,
the halt, the maimed, the blind, all must
be brought to see this election in Christ.
What soul cheering promises are given
them that there is not any spot found
in them and thaL they are all fair in
him. But how downcast it brings them
to think that they are perpetuated by
their own works. Ah, never, no, no,
not that. But how glorious the new and
abiding covenant becomes when it is
all brought into view. Their pïeseïva-
tion is in Christ the heacl, the corner,
the foundation, the toirmost stone. Wars
may come, and when they come, they
are of times as tirecl and weary of them
as anyone that has not been shown the
covenant (Ps. 25:14) ; winds and waves
and fires may all come in like a flood
of destruction, and the sheep will suc-
cumb to doubts and fears and tossings
to and fro, but when the trial of their
faith is complete there will be a calm-
ness, a resting, a quietness, that witl
soothe and console them into a blissful
attitude of peace.

But this flock is called. It is trite to
tell again and again that they are not
called at,but if there was not somebody
constantly preaching false doctrine
there would not be any need for a con-
tinual fight of faith. In this flock there
is not one volunteer. In the organic
body there will be volunteers, some to
serve for loaves and fishes, some to spy
out our liberty, some to carry the bag,
but in the triumphant floch of God, they
are all called with a holy calling. If
good language means anything (and it
does) the saving and calling cannot be
separated. One of them is as holy as
the other. They are both according to
his own purpose and grace that was
given them in Christ before the world
began. The saving and calling are co-
extensive with each other.

This little flock does not have any-
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thing to minister to the Shepherd. This
is all according to God's eternal pur-
pose. The Shepherd does not need any-
thing that the flock might tluinh to do
for him. He did not come to be min-
istered unto. Since there is not any
change in the Man Christ Jesus, the
shephercl of the sheep, he is not now
in need. And sjnce we the flock (I hope
that I am one) are the sâme poor needy
ones that we have ever been, we do
not have now something to minister to
him. It is the prerogative of the owner
of the sheep to do with them as he sees
fit (Mat. 20:75). He has not seen fit
to send subordinate, secondary, or in-
ferior shepherds. But he is the owner
of the flock and he tends the flock. When
one of them strays he does not send
somebody to get it. And theY do not
stray because he is lacking in power
and knowledge. There is not a slipping
away while He is not watching. No, no,
not such earthly trifling with this heav-
enly flock by this given Shepherd. But
"with supplications must they all come"
and how dreadful to venture on our
own. But the members of this flock do
not rove beyond the limits of his eternal
love. At the "set time to visit Zion" he
leaves the ninety and nine and goes to
the stray. It is brought back without
loss to the assembly of the sheeP.

w. D. G.

TO TI{tr BRETHREN AND SISTERS
COMPRISING TFItr CIIURCHES OF
THE LOWtrR COUNTRY LTNE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIA-
TION, AND TO ALL WHO MAY

READ THIS
Stem, N. C.

July 22, l93l
In August, 1906, you saw fit to choose

me as your clerk. During this quarter
of a century you have re-elected me
without a dissenting voice. I feel that

I have done my best to flll this position
without fear or favor. I have served
with four Moderators, three of them
having passed away during their term
of office; all of them being unani*
mously elected each year without any
opposition.

I further wish to state during all
this time there has never been, (as I
can recall), a dissenting voice raised
against a single motion or resolution
made by any of our members. There-
fore we are a united body, and I trust
that we may ever remain so. As there
are divisions and discord coming in
other Associations, I hope you will not
think it unbecoming in me to ask that
all of us ever strive to remain in peace
and union.

Just at this time there seems to be
in some sections, a division or conten-
tion over predestination; I am glad
that we have never let such mar our
fellowship and trust we never will.
Some of our brethren have been led
much cleeper in it than others, but all
of us unanimously agree that God is
not the author of sin, therefore there is
but little difference in us on that point;
the seeming difference is in the manner
of expressing ourselves.

I am, âs you know, a predestin àriàn,.
and know not where to draw the line.
To say that only good things work to-
gether for good, and not all things as
declared by the Apostle Paul in Rom.
8:28, is more than I care to say; to
say that God did not have a purpose
in the selling of Joseph to the Midian-
ites is more than Joseph himself said,
for he totd his brethren that theY
meant it for evil but God meant it for'
good. When Ahasuerus put away his
wife, Vashti the queen, at the sugges-
tion of his wise men, when his heart
wâs merry with wine, (though wicked-
ness on their part) and Esther became,
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queen, was it not âccording to God's
purpose and plan ? Or was it by mere
chance? Will the reader read the whole
boolc of trsther? I lçnow that flnite men
cannot comprehend God's work. The
poet has said: "Blind unbelief is sure
to err, And scan God's work in vain."
May the seeming difference with us not
mar our fellowship, and may each of
us present our views in love and not
cause confusion. The Master has com-
manded us when speaking the truth, to
speah it in LOVÐ. I know of lovely
brethren who do not see predestination
as I do, but I can truthfully say that I
love them none the less, when their
lives are in accordance with their pro-
fession. Just here I will state that while
I am an unlimited predestinarian (if I
am allowed to use the word unlimited),
one of my favorite preachers is classed
as a limited predestinàrian, but I love
him none the less and have requested
that if he be living, that he attend my
funeral, when I leave this world, which
I feel, at times, will not be long.

For either the limited or unlimited
predestinarians to put up resolutions
barring good brethren from their
Churches, in my opinion is of the flesh.
Our Association has never passed such
resolutions and I trust never will.

I believe that I would voice the senti-
ment of our Association, should I say
to these extremists, on either side, when
coming among us, if you can't express
your views (when necessary), without
wounding the feelings of good brethren,
we would prefer that you stay away.
To make a hobby of any special thing
will starve the children of God. Our
old brethren whose dust I love, did not
declare non-fellowship on such, but
remained in unity. Well do I remember
my flrst visit to the Black Creek Asso-
ciation at Healthy Plains, in 1900,
thirty-one years ago. Elder J. C. Hall,
of Virginia, a strong predestinarian,

was there at the special invitation of
Elder P. D. Gold, the Moderator, and
preached with much ability twice at
the Association, and once at the home
where he was stopping, and not a voice
r,vas raised against his preaching that
I heard of.

Often have I heard Elder Gold refer
to Elder Hall's preaching at that time,
who said that he looked at the face of
his wife while listening at the preach-
ing and it shone like that of an angel.
There are many now living who well
remember Elder Hall's preaching at
that place.

It was my pleasure and privilege to
attend the same Association last Fall,
thirty years later, but Elder Hall was
not there, neither was Elder Gold, the
former l\¿loderator.

The above is written without the
knowledge of our Association, and I
alone am responsible.

Brethren, live in peace and union, as
did our old brethren, who never thought
of a division over such matters.

Submitted in love I trust
Yours in Hope,

* * J' 
*H' 

GoocH

The foregoing article was sent us by
Deacon J. J. Whitley, clerk of the
Lower Country Line Assocaition in N.
C. He made the request tlnat it be
published, and we are glad to comply
with the request.

The article written by Deacon J. IJ.
Gooch appeared in the minutes of the
Lower Country Line Association in the
year 1931. Brother Gooch at that time
was clerk of the association. After his
departure in 1"935 Deacon Whitley was
elected clerl<, and is the present clerk.

It has been my privilege to serve as
pastor of Gooch Memorial Church,
since 1934. He passed away in March
1935. While reading the article I
thought of him, and his humble, yet
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steadfast adherence to the things of
the Lord. Tears flowed freely as fresh
memories came with the reading of the
article again.

The sentiment expressed in the arti-
cle is what this paper stands for, and
by the grace of God will continue to
contend for. To make a hobby of the
doctrine of predestination, and present
it in a flghting and unbrotherly way
will only lead to trouble and confusion.
How good it would be if we all could be
blessed to have a thus sayeth the Lord
for all we present about it. How im-
portant it is we heed the admonition of
Paul "Hold fast the form of sound
words." II Tim. 1-13. To many includ-
ing the writer the doctrine of predesti-
nation is as much a part of the doctrine
of grace as the doctrine of Election,
yet we desire to present it in such a
way that we will present man as an
accountable creature, acting voluntary
in sin. That God is not the author of
sin, and cannot be. I think all can wit-
ness with the apostle James. "Let no
man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man.t'

It has been my privilege to be asso-
ciated with ministers who did not see
predestination to the extent that others
did. These ministers, if I should judge,
r ;.ere sound ministers of the Gospel.
They did not fight the doctrine of pre-
destination of all things, and abuse
those who preached it, and all lived
together in peace and love.

There have been those in years past
who were so bitter against the doctrine,
and the ones who preached it, that there
\rras no peace where they met together.
These have usually went to the camps
of those who preach conditionalism in
times past, and will no doubt continue
to do so in the future.

The doctrine as set forth, and be-
lieved by brother Gooch is the same
that has been held by this paper for
one hundred and nineteen years, or
from the beginning of its publication.
It is now held by the writer, and I
believe is held by his associates in the
publication of the paper.

\4/e are commanded to Preach Jesus
as the Word; to study to show our-
selves approved unto God as workman
who needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
clividing the Word of truth. Not to
strive over words of no proflt; to shun
profane and vain jangling. May it be
the will of God to bless us all to do
that is the humble desire of the writer.

-Editor
RESOLUTIONS

Because of the deep love and respect
which we have for our dear sister,
Fannie Saunders, and in memory of
and the esteem which we have for her
recently deceased husband, Cleve C.
Saunders, we, the Saints Rest Church
of Dallas, Texas, submit the following:

We highly esteemed Mr. Saunders
because of his orderly walk here in this
life. He was an inspiration to all who
knew him, doing deeds of kindness,
ever ready to do service when needed,
and always faithful to his loved ones;
thus, showing faith by his works. So
unto you, Sister tr'annie and son Melvin,
we would say, "Sorrow not as others
who have no hope, for we believe that
when Christ, who is our life, shall ap-
pear, then shall this dcar one also ap-
pea.r with Him in glory."

Therefore be it resolved: That we
bov¡ in humble submission to the will of
our all-wise Gocl who doeth all things
well, who is the giver of grace to sus-
tain uls in all trials and of courage to
press onward.

Also resolved: That we record this
memorial in our church record, send
a copy of same to Sister Saunders and
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son, also a copy be sent to "The Signs
of The Times" for publication.

Written by order of the Church in
March, 1951.

PEARI, LEE

tion, therefore, be it
Rpsor,vpr that we add our tribute of

respect to his memory and testify of his
faithfulness in his ministry amongst us.
He had a wonderful gift in preaching
and expounding the scriptures always
contending for the doctrine of salvation
by grace, and never slacl< in his efforts
to minister to the churches lvhich he
served, therefore, be it further

Rpsor,vpn that we hereby extend our
heartfelt sympathy to our sister
churches who are bereft of his min-
istry, and to his beloved companion and
their children, and pray that the con-
soling gyace of God be theirs and our
portion. It is further

Rnsor.vpn that this memorial be
spread upon our minutes and a copy be
sent to Mrs. Stegall, and copies to the
"SIGNS" and "OLD FAITH CON-
TENDER.''

Done by the unanimous voice of the
PIGG RIVER ASSOCIATION, Aus.
4, 795L.

Elder RANDOLPH PERDUE,
Moderator.

Elder JOHN D. \ /OOD, Clerk.

INDIGENTS
Robert McGough, Ala, $3.00; Friend, Maine,

$5.00; Mrs. Sally Stallings, Tenn., 92.00; John
F. Lax, Ill., $5.00; Elder Biggs, Tenn., 92.00;
Mrs. H. D. Nelson, Texas, 92.00; Mrs. Della
Johnson, Ala., 91.00; Mls. J. B. Hill, N. J.,
$1.00; Homer Bailey, $3.00; Mrs. Daniel HoIIo-
way, $5.00; Elder S. T. Curlee, N. C., 93.00;
Elder L. D. Rose, Texas, $2.00; Hubert Faulk,
Tex., $2.00; Mrs. James Young, Tenn., $1.00;
Mls. James Reid, Ind., $1.00; Joe MacKenzie,
Canacla, $15.00; E. T. Bellamy, S. C., 92.00;
J. A. Owen, Ala., $2.00; Martha ,A.ddis, Penn.,
$5.00; Gertrude Secor, N. Y., $3.00.

OBITUARIES
God saw fit to lemove fl'om this ìife, Dec.

24, 1950, SISTER EVALINE BOGART
WINCHELL, beloved wife of Deacon Orville
Wincheil, 59 South Manor Ave., Kingston,

* *

MEMORIAL
We, the Olive and llurley Church,

Shokan, N. Y., desire to place on record
a memorial and tribute to our dearly
beloved Brother and Deacon, ORVILLtr
WINCHELL, who served the church
faithfully and tenderly for many years,
always standing firm in the doctrine of
salvation by grace. We are persuaded
that he has gone to be with and praise
his Lord whom he loved and served so
faithfully while here on earth. May we
bow in humble submission to the will of
our dear heavenly Father, feeling that
our loss is his eternal gain. \Me extend
our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved
family, and be it

RESOLVtrD, that a copy of this
memorial be sent to the Signs of the
Times and Old Faith Contender for
publication, also a copy be sent to the
bereaved family. Written by Deacon
E. K. Adsit.

(Elder) A. J. SLAUSON,
Moderator

WHEREAS, since the last session of
the Pigg River Association it has been
the will of our heavenly Father to re-
move from our midst and the scenes of
his labors, our beloved brother, ELDtrR
JA.MES F. STEGALL, and

Wunnnas, Elder Stegall served as
pastor several churches of this associa-
tion together with the Roanoke church
which he served as a faithful pastor for
nineteen years, and

Wunno¿.s, his passing is keenly felt
not only by the churches he served but
by all of us in the Pigg River Associa-
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N. Y. This cleal sister in Christ ancl mother.
in Islael was taken with a stroke while caring
fol Blothel Winchell, who was not feeling
well, ancl only lived a ferv minutes. She was
born Feb. 13, 1868, making her stay on earth
nearly 83 yea::s. She was unitecl in marriage
Feb. 13, 1883 to Orville Winchell, making
their married life just a little less than 63
years.

She unitecl with the Olive and Hurley O1d
School Baptist Church at Shol<an, N. Y, June
18, 1916, and was baptizecl by Elcler George
Ruston, Sister Winchell was a devoted com-
panion, a loving mother, and a meek and
l-rumble sistel in Christ. Her heart and soul
was full of love for the brethren of the chulch
ancl the cause of Chlist. She was always at
the feet of her brethren, manifesting much
fluit of the Spirit which a blanch will when
it is of Cluist, the true vine. Besides chil-
chen, which are mentionecl later, she left to
mourn, her: husband, Deacon Orville; one sis-
tel, Ilene Stevens, who made her home with
them; three blothels, Jacob, Joseph ancl Virgil'W. Bogalt; the church brethren who all lovecl
her, ancl a host of friends. The funelal was
held at the Winchell home conducted by E1der
A. H. Bellows and the writer.

also

Again our healts were sadclenecl as
DEACON ORVILLE WINCHELL, her hus-
bancl, only lived a few weeks after Sister
Winchell's death as God called him from the
sholes of time March 18, 1951. He was born
April 19, 1869, making his stay on earth a
little less than 82 years. He was marr,ied
F eb. 13, 1888 to Evaiine Bogart. He was the
son of Isaac ancl Emily Winchell. Nine chil-
dlen were born to this union, five preceding
them in death, Those living ar:e: Elnora Sick-
Ier', Prattsville, N. Y., Verna Ellis and Harry
Stanley-Winchell, Kingston, N. Y., and Lelah
Rose Benda of California.

Deacon Winchell united with the Olive and
Huriey Old School Baptist Church, Shokan,
N. Y., Nov. 1?, 1912, and was baptized by
Elcler John B. Slauson. He was a very active
deacon, it being his delight to do all in his
powel for the welfare of the church. Gospel
preachirrg was his great joy. To hear Jesus
preached was his meat and drink. At the last
meeting he attended he said at one time he
was afraid to die but not any more.

He was sick nearly all of the time since
Sister Winchell's passing, most of the time
in the hospital or a nulsing home, and be-
cause of his serious condition the last resort
was an operation from which he only lived
from Friday until Sunday when he passed

peacefully away. Some of the last words he
said to the writer wele that he might be able
to attend our meeting in April.

This dear father and mother in Israel will
be greatly missed for in the church circles they
wele widely known and lovecl by their: many
brethren and friends in the several Associa-
tions which they had attended in years past.
Though we feel our loss is very heavy we clo
not mourn as those that have no hope, The
eviclence they gave of the love of God in their
healts enables us to feei that our loss is their
eternal gain, and for them to depart and be
with Christ rvhorr they Ìoved is far better.
We feel to say, "The Lord gave, and the Lord
lT atl-r taken away; blessecl be the name of theLord." His funeral was held at Lasher,s
Funelal Parlols, Woodstock, N. y., conclucted
by Elder John D. Wood, Baltimore, Md., and
assisted by the writer. The bodies of Brother
ancl Sister 'Winchell were placed in the vault
at lMoodstock, N. Y,, both to be buried in one
glave in the Winchell Cemetery at Shokan,
N. Y., at a latel date.

(Elder) AMASA J. SLAUSON

Blother Harry Gitbert price was born
Nov. 2L, 1881, in Campbell County near
Gladys, Va., the son of Siclney M. and Ventia
Price, and departecl this life April 11, 1951.
He was married to Miss Edna McDaniel in
1904 who survives him, aÌso one daughter,
two grandchildren and four great-grandchil-
dlen. Three sisters-Mrs. Rosa Brown, Ida
Moolman and Mls. J, F. Gibson also survive.

Mrs. Plice, the claughter and in-laws were
so faitl.rful in the care of Brother Price. All
was done that kind hands and doctors could
clo fol his comfort.

Brother Price joined the church at, Oak
Grove in Campbell Co,, Va., over thirty years
ago and remainecl a faithful member until
death. He was baptized by his pastor the late
Eldel C, T. Evans.

The funeral was conducted at the home by
Elder Raymoncl Payne and the writer, amidst
a host of friends and neighbors which showed
the high esteem in which he was held. On
Jan. 1, 1950, when visiting him with Brother
Raymond Dalton, Brother Price requested
that we two have part in his services, He
also requestecl that the following act as pall-
bearers at his funeral; Brethren Raymond
Dalton, Molman Pickeral, Eddie Butcher"
Posie Holley, Wyatt Oakes and Charlie Lewis.

"Behold how goorl and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity. Psalms
103-I." I feel that Brother Price and I were
blessed to walk together in fellowship of the
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things most pleasant to the chur"ch of God,
He loved the company of the brethlen and
Ioved to have them visit in his home. It has
been my happy lot to meet in his home many
times and lead the scliptures and talk of them
ancl how pleasant it 'lvas that we were agreecl
on them. Brother Plice loved the church and
attencled meetings and associations as long as
his health per:mittecl. For many yeals the
blethren had favo::ed his request to meet at
his home on the Fourth of JuIy and have all
day meeting with him and family which were
always good.

Blothel Plice was a great suffelel for a
long time but bore it with much patience be-
lieving thai the Lord would take him out of
aII suffering and sorrow at His own time. IIe
had the dreaded disease Lukemia. For many
months he had to go to the hospital and take
blood transfusions, fina1ly having to remain
not to return until ali was over with him in
this world.

We feel the church has lost a faithful mem-
bel, the community a goocl neighbor: and the
family a good father who plovided '"vell fol
his household, but feel to be reconciled to One
who doeth all things we1l. The Lord giveth
and the Lord taketh, blessed be His name,

Written by one who loved him for Christ's
.sake.

W. R. DODD

On May 10, 1951, our all wise heavenly
Father saw fit to remove by death Mrs.
Naomi Spangler Ray. Her death occurred at
the Walter Long Hospital, Greensboro, North
Calolina, aftet a serious illness of about two
weeks.

She was boln December 29, 1883, and at
the time of her departure was sixty-eight
year:s oid. Naomi was the oldest of eight
childi'en born to Elder and Mrs. J. F. Spang-
ler. Her father preceded her in death by
about twelve years. IJer mother is yet living,

Many years ago she received a good hope
in the Lord Jesus Christ ând for many years
manifested a love for the truth as it is in
Jesus. Because of a feeling of unworthiness
she remained out of the visible church, yet she
often went home with a heavy heart because
she had not offered herself to the church.
Severai years ago while seriously ill she
promised the Lord if she was made weil again
she would go before-the church for member-
'ship. On the fourth Sunday in August, 1950,
her youngest son went before the church and
was received for baptism. The writer thought
surely she would also come, and be ltaptized
with him, but she still lingered, On the fourth

Sunday in September she 1vâs united with the
church, and bap';ized the next meeting day by
the writer.

Though it u.as for a sholt duration, her
home in the church was a great comfort to
her'. Surely she has gone to be with Him
whom she loved so rvell, and as she testified,
had done so much for her. We cannot grieve
as fol one without hope.

Surviving are the following relatives: her
hu.sband, W. L. Ray; sons, Clarence E. Ray,
Julian L. trìay, Ivan W. Ray, Samuel W. Ray,
Jessie W. Ray, William L. Ray, Richard Her-
man Ray, and also, Mrs. Lillian Nelson, Mls.
Pauiine Everheart, and Mrs. Helen Shane; her
mother, Mrs. J. F. Spangler; four brothels,
Arch Spangler, Noah Spangler, Isaac H.
Spangler, D. V. Spangler, and two sisters,
Mrs. W. lI. Cannaday, Mrs. J. T. Phillips; and
twenty-flve grandchildren.

Funeral selvices was held at Dan River
Primitive Baptist Church, of which she was a
membeL, I'[.ay 12, 1951. It was conductçd by
Elders W. C. King, and G. W. HiII. Interment
was in the church cemetery.

Wi'itten by her brother,

D. V. SPANGLER

The passing of Sister Laura Greenland of
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania at her horne there
on Tuesday morning, April 10, 1951 caused
deep sorrow in many a home among her
brethren and friends in the difTerent states
where she wâs so widely known and loved so
weli. She was suddenly stricken with a heart
attack and was found dead in her bed. The
funeral services were conducted the follorving
Friday afternoon at the Trough Creek Valley
Church of which she had been a member aI-
most sixty-nine years, the writer endeavoring
to speak words of comfort to the mourning
fliends and brethren. The interment was in
the adjoining cemetery, She was past eighty-
eight years of age.

Sister Laura Greenland was born November
7, 7862 in Trough Creek valley, the daughter
of Bu.r'ton and Susan (Baird) Greenland. For
twenty-flve years she served as postmaster
at Colfax, and her spotless integrity, business
abiiity, and accommodating ways appealed to
all with whom she came in contact and won
for her ân ever growing circle of friends, She
was active to the last and interested in the
promotion of every worthy community enter-
prise. She was the last immediate surviving
member of her family, and among the sur-
vivors ale a number of nieces and nephews.
She was a firm believer in the tenets of the
O1d School Baptist faith and early in life she
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united with tl.re Trough Creek Valley church
and was baptized into its fellowship by ihe late
Elder Joseph Correll, May 28,1882. During the
nearly sixty-nine years of her membership she
was constantly faithful in her attendance at
the meetings and ministered with unfaltering
faithfulness to the temporal needs of the
church of her membership. By precept and
example she exemplified the virtues of the
Christian and she will retain an abiding place
in the hearts of her brethren and friends.

ARNOLD ST. BELLOWS

Sanford J. Morse of Halcottsville, N. Y,,
lvas born May 15, 18?0 to Jason and Electa
Sanfold Morse, and he died April 4, 1951. His
first rvife, Hattie E. Hall preceded him in
death in 1926, Later he married Sister
Celestia Motse, a member of Clovesville
Church, Clovesville, N. Y., who is still living.
He also leaves to mourn his passing: one
sister, Mrs. Leslie Sanford, East Meredith,
N. Y., one brother, Albert Morse, Margaret-
ville, N. Y., and one niece, Mrs. Clifford Sar-
geant, East Meredith, N. Y.

He was near to many of us because of that
love that God places in the hearts of those
who love his gospel. We have much reason
to believe that he loved the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and that it was meat and drink to
his soul. He had been very faithfuÌ in attend-
ing the Old School Baptist meetings, and there
were many times when he would drive many
miles to hear the gospei preached. He mani-
fested a meek and humble spirit. The Baptist
Meeting House in the village of Halcottsville
never lacked for care, or flres to warm the
house when he lived.

He was a devoted husband, fuÌl of kindness
and honesty; r,vith a personality of one made
such by the Grace of God, one that feared
God, loved his kingdom, and desired to live
Godly.

I tried to comfort the friends from the
words, "Blessed are the poor in Spirit for
theirs is the kingdom of God."

May God give us that meek and humble
spirit and watch over Sister Morse.

ELDER AMASA SLAUSON

Brother Arnold Redinond, of Arkville, N. Y.,
departed April 19, 1951. He was the son of
Tr:acy and Edna Redmond of Arkville, N. Y.
He was born November 30, 1911 which made
his stay here on earth a little over thirty-
nine years.

He united with the Olive and Hurley Old
School Baptist, Church at Shokan, N. Y., the

third Sunday in June, 1942. He was baptized
by Elder Arnold Bellows. He was a very meek
and humble brother. For the last number of
yeals he was in poor health and not able to
work but his prayer and faith was to the God
of Heaven much of the time. When no earthly
hand could help he would call upon his God
for help; so we feel that he died in that faith,
which is God given, and when one dies in
that faith it is better to depart to be with
Christ.

His pastor, Elder Bellows was away from
home at the time of his passing and I con-
ducted his funeral. I used "Blessed are they
that hunger and thirst after righteousness."

AMASA J. SLAUSON

Mrs. Ella Magnolia Owens Teague was born
in Jackson County, AIa., January 28, 18?3, and
passed from the walk of life, April 17, 1950.
She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. W.
Owens, coming with her mother and oniy
brother to Texas during the year 1888. She
settled near Rising Star where they resided
several years. She married C. B. Teague 1894
and to this union were born four daughters.

Left to mourn the passing are: the daugh-
ters, Mrs. Pearl Lee, Mrs. Boyd, and Mrs.
Pruda Rhodes, (Mrs. Ruby Lee preceded her
mother in death) and her husband, Elder C.
B. Teague. For more than five years follow-
ing a stloke of paralysis she lay almost help-
less. She endured this with much fortitude
and patience, yet apparently looking to yonder
hill from hence her strength came.

Sister Teague first joined the Missionary
Church. When at the age of seventeen after
her marriage to Eldel Teague she was led to,
follow with him in faith and belief. She joined
the church at Rising Star ancl was baptized
by her husband 1n 1922. At the time of her'
death their membership was with Saints Rest
Church.

I was calletl to conduct her funeral but was
ill and unable to attend, and Elder W. W.
Fowler of Dallas was called. He spoke very
comfortingly to the family and friends. Her
remains were laid to rest in Laurel Land
Cemetery in DaIIas.

To Elder Teague, would we say weep not
as those who have no hope, but that God has'
abundantly blessed you, in so directing your'
lives, binding you together, as well as these
dear girls given you in this'world; who have
been so dear and precious in your trying
hours, to share your labors, giving of their
Iove and strength to soften your burden, to,
you and to them is left a glorious heritage.

L. D. ROSE
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BEAUTY BEYOND COMPARE

It is beautiful to watch the clouds,
The headers floating high,

To know that up far above
There's another watchful eye.

An eye that never fails to see,
The sparrow in his flight.

That never ceâses in it's watch
Tho dark may be the night.

It is beautiful to take a ship
And safely sail away,

To meditate upon the things,
That never will decay.

It is beautiful to gather crumbs,
From Jesus' table spread

Where well we know His favorite few
Forever will He feed.

INA MAY PILCHARD
Stockton, Md.

do now, prefer to take a back seat and
listen to others who know how to ex-
press themselves. More especially do I
prefer to sit back and feast on the
crumbs, when the subject pertains to
the Scriptures and the things of God.
No one can appreciate my ignorance
concerning such things like I can, and it
would probably be best if I never even
attempted to express myself concerning
them.

If not deceived in myself, I believe
that "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." I be-
lieve that this new-birth is brought
about solely by the Spirit of God in the
heart of man. It could never be brought
about by any operations pertaining to
the flesh because, "That which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit.', John B:6.
If man could voluntarily of his own free
will bring about his own new-birth, or
that of another, he would have no use
for God, Christ, or his Holy Spirit.

As for myself, I do not know whether
I have experienced a new-birth. I do not
know whether I am saved or not, and
frankly, I doubt if I ever will know in
this world. Some evidence of a small
hope that I have, from time to time, is
that, if not deceived, I love the brethren
and I love the doctrine of an all power-
ful God, that does his will in Heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth.

I know that the world claims that
Adam was a free moral agent and that
all of his posterity after him are free
moral agents and that they can volun-
tarily of their own free will, accept or
reject, eternal life. I do not believe

*

Ernon oF THE SrcNs: I have been a
reader and subscriber of the Signs of
the Times for three or four years. I
have thought from time to time that I
would write a letter to Brother Dodson,
lout now God has made that impossible.
Physically, he has passed from among
our midst, but his spirit, I believe, will
live on.

I hope that I am a member of the
Old School Baptists in all things per-
taining to the church. They have been
good enough to give me a home among
them, and my name is inscribed in their
church books to say the least, in spite
'of my unworthiness.

I have never been very good at ex-
pressing myself, either by the spoken
or written word. I have always, and
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that Adam was a free moral agent any
more than I believe that man now is a
free moral agent to accept or reject
things pertaining to God. God said
"But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
"He did not stop there but he went on
and completed the sentence and said
"for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die." Gen. 2:17. Tlne
last part of the above scripture is one
indication to me that God knew that
Adam and Eve would eat of the for-
bidden tree. Had God actually wanted
and desired and intended that Adam not
eat of the tree and he went on and ate
of it contrary lo and in spite of God's
wishes, I would have to conclude that
Adam was and is practically the equal
of God, and, in that case, he could of
his own free will and accord accept or
reject the things pertaining to God. I
could never in the world subscribe to
that kind of doctrine.

When God made Adam and Eve, God
blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the
flsh of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth." Gen. 1:28.
He also gave them every herb bearing
seed, fruit tree, beast of the earth, and
fowl of the air, "IJpon the face of all
the earth" and he said, "To you it shall
be for meàt". God evidently must have
known that Adam and Eve rvould eat
of the forbidden tree and be driven out
of the Garden of Eden, for he had al-
ready made preparations for them on
the outside before he ever said, "thou
shalt not eat of it."

Looking further at the record, we
hear God say. "Lel us make man in
our image, after ottr likeness." trvi-
dently there was someone present with
God even before man was created from

the dust of the earth. We read in
another place that, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God." John 1:1"
In still another place, we hear Jesus
say." And now, O Father, glorify thou
me with thou own self with the glorY
which I had with thee before the world
lry'as." John 17:5. I am forced to con-
clude, therefore, that Christ was with
the Father before Adam was ever
formed of the dust. I believe I will con-
clude also that Jesus Christ was just
as much the Savior at that time as he
was when he hung on Calvary's Cross.

Now, if ^{dam had not partaken of
the forbidden fruit, he would have lived
on forever in the Garden of Eden and
all the herbs, fruit of the trees, beasts
of the fields, fowls of the air, and fishes
of the sea throughout the world that
were made for Adam and his posterity
would have been uselessly created. If
Adam had not partaken of the forbid-
den fruit, God would have had a Savior
on his hands with nothing for him to
do.

In conclusion, let me say that I be-
lieve that Adam was merely a link in
the chain of God's eternal purposes and
that he fully and completely served his
purpose in that chain. We, being de-
scendants of the first Adam, are very
small and almost insignificant links in
that chain. We will also serve the pur-
pose that God has for us although we
do not know what that purPose is. We
can only see it little by little as it
pleases God to unfold it to us'

If these rambling thoughts are in
harmony with God's Holy Word and
seem worthy of any further considera-
tion, you mây use them in any way You
see flt. On the other hand, which is
more probable, if they have no merit,
please do not bore the brethren with
them.
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Yours in the assurânce that God
worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will.

A. C. CARTER
Troy, Llabama
Rt. 4, Box 21

Elder D. V. Spangler and Associates:
Dnan BnnrunoN,

If you can allow one so steeped in
sin as I am to thus address you, al-
though I love to associate with this peo-
ple. It is the greatest happiness I have
here in this life. I feel to say that I
know I am not worthy of the fellowship
extended me by them. Although when
f am graced to meet with them in wor-
ship to God the Giver of every perfect
gift, then I can rejoice in praises to the
Savior and esteem my brethren better
than I am. And I hope that I do at all
times, although I am in the flesh and
¿t times I feel to be the greatest armin-
ian living. At times I try so hard to
mal<e things work out as I would have
them, and have to be made willing to
say, Thy will be done and not my will.

I appreciate very much your sending
the May issue of the SIGNS, also the
letter you published from my pen, for I
would never have hnown the contents
of that letter otherwise. Surely God
-was directing my pen for it is not
in me to write such as I wrote there
although I meant to pour out my heart
to Brother Clark, for I love him as a
man and also for the truths sake. He
is far deeper in the sacred bonds of
scriptural truths than I can ever hope
to be. He is almost deaf, and had to
give up his trade of watch maker be-
cause of his eyes failing, leaving him
heavily handicapped. I learned just a
few days before I received my first
issue of the SIGNS that Elder Dodson
had passed on to his reward. This was
a shock to me for I had hoped to visit
the Baptist in those parts this fall and

had so much desired to meet hin. I
lçnow I shall miss his rvritings wÌrich I
enjoyed so much. May God reconcile
his family, brethren and friends, for
He is able and the only source from
whence comfort can come.

Dear Brother, you are mistaken about
me being an elder for I am not ordained.
Although they mostly call me Elder
except with the brethren of my home
church, although I have been trying
for four or flve years to speak I have
never been ordained and am not worthy
of such trust.

Yours in sweet hope, is my trust
\A/ADE Y. CHANDLER, L. P.'***

THE HIDDEN PATH
There is a big cross on the top of the

ridges here. It is lighted at night and
many have been up there to see it. I
was near and started but it seems that
was not the way up the mountains, the
path I was on, gave out-so I did not
go to it.

There were one or two vultures
sitting on it, so I thought maybe there
was no life there-that it was a path
that the vultures eye had seen and I
would seek "A path which no fowl
hnoweth and which the vultures eyes
hath not seen. The lions' whelps have
not trodden it nor the fierce lion passed
by it."

This is in Job 28, and the whole
chapter is full of beauty, wisdom, and
yet I can not touch it; I cannot see a
scripture to take hold of. Yet to one
with wisdom from on high it would
reveal the gems from the depths of the
sea and the rubies from the center of
the earth. Hidden so far from the sight
of mân, in the deep and dark and hidden
places.

There is a, pøth, yes, there surely is
one. "The stones of it are the place of
sapphires and it hath dust of gold."
This path leadeth into the heart of His
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holy mountain, which is so often men-
tioned, where no hurt or destruction
shall be. Isa. 66-25,Isa. 1l- :9, Isa 2:2-3,
Isa 25:6, and many other places in Isa.
As a path leads into a rich mine.

It is strewn with precious stones and
dust (lumps) of gold. These are the
blessings by the way, which bring in
the knowledge and wisdom. The sub-
ject of this chapter is "Whence then
cometh wisdom? and where is the place
of understanding?" Oh, but it is hid
from the wise and prudent-it is in
the heart of His Holy mountain. There
is a path that leadeth to it, a path the
birds of prey have not seen or known
or come upon; for indeed this path is
not seen or found or discerned by the
natural eye. Oh, the vulture is a bircl
which lives upon the dead and there
is no death or even hurt or destruction
in this path or in His Holy Mountain.
Isa. 66:25

There is no feed here for the vulture
nor for the lion who is the proud beast
of flesh. There is no food here for the
man who has not been made alive by the
I{oly Spirit, nor any for those who
desire food for the flesh, praise of
fellows to feed his ego, nor for any
shall hear the voice of His servant,
our Savior. Indeed, if he were not
drawn by that voice, he would like the
world, stumble over the path of jewels
and never stop to see the riches he
treads under foot. He that treads this
path, the Lord says, "I will give thee
the riches of secret places, that thou
mayest know that I the Lord, which
call thee by thy name, am the God of
Israel." Isa. 45:31

The Holy Mountain of God, the word
of God is as a vast deep mine, in which
precious metals of various kinds are
concealed and in which thousands of
jewels of blessings and experiences are
hidden in the deep and dark places. The
surface of the mountain above the mine.

every eye may see by natural light but
the "treasures of darkness and the hid-
den riches of secret places, lie in that
path that Job mentioned and are known
to but few."

The learned professors (birds of
prey) and the wise doctors (proud
lions) study the surface of the moun-
tain, they learn the letter of the scrip-
ture but rernain ignorant of all the
treasures of the jewel strewn path that
leads to the mine in the heart of the
holy Mountain. The city of Gold, the
new Jerusalem, the dwelling place of
God. There is a path, Oh, thank God
there is one. There is a way. There is
a door. There is a Life. There is a
Redeemer and a Savior. There is a
path strewn with jewels of wisdom and
understanding.

And unto men, he said, "Behold the
fear of the Lord, that is wisdom and to
depart from evil is understanding."

I just hit here and there on Scrip-
tures. I cannot get into something that
is so beautiful. But praise God, there
is an entrance, a way that leads into
His Holiness. There is a path and that
He hath revealed that path to babes. I
am not at all satisfied but what can
"little me" do about it? It is so great,
so wonderful, so inflnite. As Paul to
Romans 11:33 "Oh, the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God. How unsearchable are
IIis judgments and His ways past find-
ing out."

Lately I have come across the ex-
pression, "My l{oly Mountain" several
times, though I have no light or lead
of mind on it. It holds something, guess
that is why I connected it with the
path. No, there is no hurt or harm or
strife there. It is there the proud lion
becomes as an ox and the bear as a
cow and the serpent himself plays with
a suckling child, even a little child shall
lead them everyone, for no harm shall
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be in all my mountain. The old proud
haughty nature becomes humble and
poor and even pleading for mercy be-
fore it is shown this path, before it
hears the voice of I{is servant. Oh
how the world tramples the hoiy moun-
tain under foot void of law, void of
knowledge and wisdom, which is to
l<now and fear God. How they see the
surfaces and care not for the treasures
of the deep and hidden places. How
they can connect the word, take it in
mouth, tr,vist it to suit themselves, make
historical and all natural connections
and come forth, proudly telling others
their knowledge, which is foolishness
in His sight. They take light for dark-
ness and darkness for light and it is
because they are after the fashion of
the world they judge by human reâson.
They see by the natural eye, judge by
natural mind and they possess natural
knowledge. All of which is contrary to
the Spirit and enmity to God. O,
Father, to think that thou hast revealed
these things, this path of true knowl-
edge and wisdom, even to babes.

In the Scriptures Job 28:7 the words
"There Is" were added. Our subject is
no more than à "pa,th", a" certain,
specific, designated and one chosen
path. Just as there is one chosen des-
ignated and specific wày, Door, En-
trance into the Kingdom of Heaven.
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
our Redeemer and Savior.

O, our God what preservation we beg
at thy Hand. What must it bring? It
is well we can not see for we would
faint indeed. Give us this day, our
daily bread, One day, one home, one
moment at a time. O, to be enabled to
'"Be still and know that He is God."
Besides Him there is none other.

**Ë
MY SECOND VISIT WEST

Mv Du¿nr,v Bnlovpn:
I left home 22 of Nov. last year to

go to Hot Springs, Arh., to tatrçe a
course in bathing and return home. I
Ieft Hot Springs Dec. 19, the day trld.
Dodson died. Christmas found me with
my children in Los Angeles. I journeyed
on up to Chowchilla and we had meet-
ing there Friday, Sat. and Sunday. The
fifth Sunday in Dec. Sister Grace Jef-
ferson wrote beautifully of the meeting.
Elder and Mrs. Jefferson took me home
with them. On 2nd Sunday in Jan. we
had a sweet meeting in the home of
Eld. Jefferson. On 1lth of Jan. I packecl
my clothes to return to Hot Springs
and on home. As I slipped into bed that
night a voice told me not to turn back.

This voice did not give me any
further orders. I studied till I decided
I would go to Riffe Church the third
Sunday in Jan., to Eld. Fisher's church
near Chehalis 4th and return to Elder
Jefferson's.

Eld. Goin was a Riffe. He handed
me a letter from Eld. A. D. Hughet
asking me to come to his home. trld.
Goin took me in his car to Eld.
Hughet's. We had meeting at Touchre
Church 4th Sunday in Jan. Eld. Hughet,
Goin, and Wolfe were there. Eld. Wolfe,
Bro. Lloyd Spikes and his mother Sister
Spikes, came over from Elgin, Oregon
and took me to Sister Spikes. We had
meeting with the Elgin Church flrst
Sunday in Feb. Eld. Wolfe, pastor. Eld.
I{ughet came over Friday following.

On Sat. we went of Weiser, Idaho.
This is their regular meeting day. We
began Sat. afternoon and all day Sun-
Cay. Eld. Wolfe is pastor at Weiser.
A brother Hall took us to his house
Sunday night. I believe he lives in
Boise. On Monday Eld. I{ughet toolr
me to Bro. F red Carson's at Twin Falls,
Idaho. We reached there at noon and
stayeC over until Tues., and then on to
Pocatello, Idaho. There we spent a weel<
in the home of Bro. Bill Akers and
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Sister Martha. I gave an account of
this meeting in writing the obitu ary of
Brother Frasure.

We returned to Elgin and had a
meeting with trlgin Church again the
4th Sat. in Feb. Here Eld. Hughet and
I separated. In route we spent another
night in Twin Falls with Bro. F red
Carson. AIso we spent a night with
Sister Bond, the widow of the late Eld.
C. W. Bond. We visited a Sister Lassi-
ter, who is very old and feeble. I left
Elgin Sat. night, reached Portland for
breakfast in the home of Brother and
Sister Cummins. They took me to trld.
Fisher's church 4th Sunday in Feb. A
Mr. Estes said his mother would not
live much longer and had Eld. Fisher
arrange a meeting the first Sunday in
March. Snowbound, I could not get
there. Elder Fisher, Cameron and Goin
spoke. Sister Estes asked for me. In a
few days her spirit slipped away in the
sweet beyond.

May I mention Eld. Cameron again.
Readers remember in the writing of
my flrst visit, I mentioned EId. and
Sister Cameron, about two months ago,
Elder Cameron slipped away into the
cool shade. Readers recall mention of
his singing, a dear sister, in a letter
said, "We have lost our sweet singer
in fsrael." His mellow, sweet baritone
voice has rung in my eârs and blos-
somed in my bosom since I first met
him in August last year. In my other
writing in naming the Elders I met I
unintentionally omitted his name and
regret this.

After visiting in Portland with Bro.
Cummins, I returned to trld. Jefferson
at Marysville, Calif. f was gone seven
weeks to the day on this trip. It was
snow nearly all the time. I did get such
a thrill. The beautiful snow flakes fall-
ing reminded me of purity, the perfect-
ness of our Creator, the righteousness
of Jesus. From the mountain tops cov-

ered with snow, I think I could hear the
voice of Jesus. I recall the old adage,
"As white as snow." With exception of
maybe twice I had not seen snow since
my childhood. The third Sunday in
Feb. I walked out of the home of Bro.
Bill Akers to cross the road to church
at Sister Frasure's. I faced a beautiful
white world. I did not know until then
that snow had fallen the night before.
The thought came to me, "How.beauti-
ful are the feet of them that preach the,
gospel of peace and bring glad tidings
of good things," is as beautiful as this.
snow. Then I thought of this scripture,
"Out of Zion, lhe perfection of beauty,
God hath shined forth." Me thinks I
could see the glory of God had blanketed
the earth. Then this scripture came to'
my mind, "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity, etc." It seems I was
caught away into a realm of happiness,,
the glory of glories. Our God, our God,
how wonderful. I wish I could express,
it like I felt it.

I spent some time in the home of
Brother and Sister Fannie Davis. When
I wakedi in the morning I could see,

yonder mountain, snow covered, Mt.
Zion, whose habitation is in the top of
the mountains, is as beautiful as that
snow. Sister Davis said I chose a cold
season to come to see them again. "We,
are glad to see you anyway". I said
that it was not for me to choose the
time to come.

I was rvith the church in Sacramento
four regular meetings. Also same num-
ber with Seclusia church .in Los
Angeles. We held'three meetings in
Bakersfleld. They have no organized
church but a fine group of Old Baptists.
They have some fine soil. They need a
shepherd to cultivate. I would get too,
lengthy to use enough adjectives to tell
the sweet spirit of all these meetings.
I cannot pass without mentioning too,,
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the second Sunday in March with the
church in Sacramento, I used Paul's
farewell address to the elders of the
church. The Lord lifted me up on high.
My little congregation went along with
me. We broke bread (Jesus) together
high up in Mt. Zion's hills. We were
so happy there. One sister said the
church loohed prettier to her then than
it ever had before. My last meeting on
this trip with Seclusia church in Los
Angeles. Enough said, just take it for
granted. A flne group of Old Baptists,
they too need a shepherd. This was the
fourth Sunday in June. f was treated
so flne by everybody. Elder Jefferson
wrote of ordination service in Sacra-
mento.

C. H. BYRD

one iota the way we lived and acted
afterward. We were the same as we
were before. Most of us got kiclçed out
because we did not pay the preacher.
For my part, I never felt at heart there
was anything to it except a social affair
where the youth got together, I do
remember years before this episode I
was listening to an old preacher pro-
pounding what he called the truth, that
a voice said to me, "Fear not, I'll be
with you until the end." I felt to the
best of my knowledge that God spoke to
me in a still small voice to protect me
from falling at that time into the
clutches of the false preaching and
teaching. Then after the teen years
began to do to me most of that which
befalls all youth of those years, I went
along a few years as if the small voice
had not spoken to me. Then as I
reached manhood, I began to be more
curious minded. I don't remember ever
enjoying a sermon delivered by one
of the self appointed apostles who
preached for money. I was a long way
from my place of birth for several
years, from age L9 to 23. During these
years I read the bible quite a bit and
matched the truth with my associates,
but they never coincided. Then upon
my return to my homeland, I began to
go to Old Dry Creeh in Trigg Co. Ky.
to hear the Primitive Baptist propound
what I could but declare to myself and
all others, the Truth indeed. I have
seen and heard the dear old elders
stand from ten minutes to two hours
and it has aiways been as sweet music
and comfort to my soul. It is during
their discourse that Lhat first "still
small voice" llnat spoke to me before
my teen age began, tells me, this is the
comfort and satisfaction that was be-
spoken, "Fear not, I'll be with you
until the end." All through the years of
sorrow, trials and tribulations, the ups
and downs assigned to the human race,

*

Dn¿.n BnprsnN:
I am enclosing money order for back

pay and future pay on my subscription
to the Signs. It is but carelessness that
I got delinquent. I thought many times
that I would send it in but, "Procras-
tination seemed. to be the thief of time."
I do not want to ever be without the
Signs. It is the only consoling reading
tlnat I have any access to in this part
of the world. I read the Szgzs some
during my early years. Then there was
a long stretch of time that I never sa\M

one. All during this long period which
was in my maturing years, say the
teen age and early manhood, I was
associated with other denominations
who preached the evils and doings of
the human race and their weaknesses.
After tetling a few grave yard and
deathbed stories an invitation was sent
out to, "Come up and accept Christ as
your personal Savior." It was during
one of the revival escapades that all the
youths around 14 and 15 years old
became all too sentimental and joined
the so called church. It never changed
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r:egardless of where I was or what
happened to me that blinded my paths
that one still small voice has always
comforted me and I feared not the
ultimate outcome.

I am not especially writing these few
lines for publication, but I have read
in the Si.gns many such exhortations
that have been a comfort to me in as
much as it has coincided with many of
my experiences along the rugged road
of life when the going was really rough.
And too, I now live in a country where
one who has destined as I, live almost
alcne insofar as having contact with
others of my belief. I look forward to
the first of every month for the SIGI.IS
of the TIMES to refresh my mind and
heart. Meanwhile I go back over
former issues and feast upon the many
worthwhile articles and editorials which
I believe from the bottom of my heart
are spiritually inspired and penned by
earnest endeavors of the God called
elders who contend for the faith that
furnishes food for His sheep.

I would like to relate one more little
incident, if it may be called little, about
one of the most inspired Elders I have
ever known. At the same time, penning
a memory bouquet on the same Elder.
Those of you who have heard Elder J.
Nuck Darnall of Cadiz, Ky. preach may
well understand why I say pen a bou-
quet on him. I knew Nuck Darnall from
childhood. He was every bit a boy. He
did just what most all boys do as boys.
His father before him was every bit a
man and every bit a preacher who con-
tends for the faith. \Mhen the call came
to young Nuck Darnall to preach he was
not at any mourners bench. If so, it
was far from any building and he was
alone in the fleld at work. When or
rather, after he had made a few more
or less, weak utterances regarding his
experiences, he was invited to speak
at a school house in his home commun-

ity and where he got what little book
learning he had. I say little and mean
just that. At the same time there was
another boy from the same county who
had graduated frorn a Theological Sem-
inary and who, too was invited to speak
at the same school house at the same
time. Both invitations were accepted
by the two boys and it drew quite a
congregation of the peoples who knew
the two. It was not a debate. So the
young Theologian who was well dressed,
polished, etc., spoke first. He delivered
â very concise, well worded discourse,
sc far as trnglish gràmmàr was con-
cerned. His discourse was written and
prepared for the delivery and many
people seemed swallowed up with the
discourse. Then came the intermission
of a few minutes and much comment
and compliments passed among the
hearers as it wâs the flrst public
appearânce of either of the young'
preachers. Then came the second,
young, long, lean, lanky Nuck Darnall,
coat sleeves six inches too short, pants
legs above his shoe tops, embarrassed
at himself (and the congregation was
seemingly as much embarrassed) to
such an extent he didn't so rnuch as
have his Bible with him. After a few
scattering remarks, I thought he was
going to sit down before he fell down.
Just when every body seemed to be
about of the same opinion as was I, he
stumbled onto and out with a verse or
two of scripture that came to his mind
and the Almighty just pored thoughts
through his mind and into words for
fully one and a half hours that seemed
to come easier by the minutes and such
a proclamation of the Truth as fell from
his lips has never been excelled by any
man. The aisle of the school house was
full of standing spectators. A1l the
crowd who usually mill around outside
at country school house gatherings had
crowded in and at the windows to hear
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Nuck Darnall proclaim for their and
his first time the mighty power of a
just and righteous Creator who work-
eth all things well, both in Heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth.
God was with him and for over thirty
years I have followed him along and
there has never been any variation in
what he contends for. Nothing but
Christ and Him crucifled and that He is
a God of all chosen ones who were with
Him before the world was and will be
until the end of our time and through
eternity.

I am past sixty and don't have money
on which to travel very far very often,
but my heart is with the Old Baptist
wherever and whenever they meet, if
I know my heart. If I have a" pràyer
on my heart at all, it is, "God's will be
done, not mine." And in so asking a
blessing my preface is, "ff it is accord-
ing to thy Holy will, may it be so."' Yours in faith and hope and may it
be God's will to look over, guide and
direct all Primitive Baptists to continue
in the faith.

Most humbly and unworthily,
A. P. WILSON

Cornelius received a majority of the
votes and so was elected pastor of the
church. Novation protested this dis-
order and withdrew, and a large num-
ber followed his example. Maintaining
the discipline of the church in accord-
ance with the emphatic command of
God. (2 Cor. 6:14, L8: 1 Cor. 5:11;
Rev. 18:4.)

Constantine, the Roman Emperor,
took the side of the Cornelius party and
by imperial decree declared Christiani-
ty the religion of the Roman State and
proclaimed himself head of the church,
with the result that the Pagans rushed
pell-mell to unite with the church, with-
out any reference to conversion, bring.
ing their Pagan superstitions, rites, and
ceremonies with them, and the church
sank to the plane of political Paganism
(Scarbow, page 4)

It must be admitted by all who hold
to the Christian religion that Christ set
up or organized a visible church or
kingdom when he was upon earth in
fulflllment of prophecy (Dan. 2:44). It
must be further admitted that he gave
the church, or kingdom, all laws and
ordinances necessary to be observed
unto his second coming, as he is the
King, Judge, Head and Law-giver of
this kingdom. His church is a theocracy,
its government is not left to other peo-
ple. Moses and Christ were the law-
givers in the two dispensations. Moses
was told to make all things according
to the pattern as shown to him in the
mount. At the transflguration a voice
came out of the clouds, saying, This is
my beloved Son, hear ye him. This
great Law-giver after his resurrection
told his disciples to teach the nations
to observe all things whatsoever he had
commanded them. His followers are
forbidden to teach for doctrine the com-
mandments of men. Christ told the
Jews, in vain do ye worship me, teach-

***
Have not the Protestant
Churches Departed from
the Doctrinal Teachings
of the Reformation ?

In what is known as the Protestant
Reformation there were three promi-
nent reformers: Martin Luther, John
Calvin and King Henry the Eight of
England. They were all members of
the Roman Cathotic Church, which
church grew out of the division in the
Church of Rome, in the year A. D.257.

Between Novation and Cornelius, two
opposing bishops, Cornelius \Mas in
favor of admitting greal numbers into
the church without regard to character.
An election was held in the church and
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ing for doctrine the commandments of
men, in the affairs of religion have al-
ways been a hindrance instead of a
help.

The Waldenses, who were the suc-
cessors of the Novation par:ty, called
Püritans, Anabaptists and Baptists, in
their confession of faith in the eleventh
century, said, "We esteem atl the in-
ventions of men in the affairs of re-
ligion as an unspeakable abomination
before God." Milton said, "They kept
God's truth so pure of old, when all of
our fathers worshipped stock and
stone." It hath pleased our divine
Father in both the law and gospel dis-
pensations to reserve to himself a rem-
nant of his people, and not suffer them
to bow the knee to the image of Baal.

We believe that God has a people in
all the so-called churches, both Catholic
and Protestant, also in the various di-
visions and subdivisions in the Baptist
church. While there are hundreds of
different church organizalions, the true
church is the only daughter of her
mother (Jerusalem), the choice one of
her that bore her. When this church
is spoken of as a visible organizatíon,
it is always referred to as a little flock,
a remnant, the very elect and the few-
est of all people; but when it is spoken
of as an organism, or Christ's body, em.
bracing all the redeemed family of God,
it is spoken of as many and an in-
numerable company, which no man can
number.

We will nolv examine the doctrinal
teachings of thè various churches since
Christ set up his church. The followirig
principles of doctrines were taught by
Christ and his apostles, also by Augus-
tine and the Jansenists in the Catholic
Church, the reformers Luther, Calvin
and Toplady, thç Waldenses and the
Old School Baptists: First, the abso-
lute sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures
for all matters of faith and practice;

Second, the triune Jehovah; Third the
sovereignty of God; Fourth, the Deity
and perfect humanity of the Lord
Jesus Christ; Fifth, the personality of
the Holy Spirit; Sixth, the fall of man;
Seventh, unconditional election ; Eighth,
particular redemption and effectual
calling; Ninth, justiflcation by inputing
the obedience and satisfaction of
Christ; that man in the fall wholly lost
all the ability to any spiritual good ac-
companying salvation.

In opposition to the above principles
of doctrines, the Pelagian heresy arose
in the fifth century. Pelagius (370-420)
was born in England, went to Rome in
400, to Africa in 409, later Jerusalem,
where he was accused of heresy before
a synod in 415. He was a monk by pro-
fession, but never took orders (Cham-
bers 728), was â legal moralist, and it
would seem not having any Christian
experience (Hassell 396). Pelagius
with a lawyer named Coelestius found-
ed the religious system known as
Pelagianism, deflned as follows: That
the sins of our parents are imputed to
them only, and not to their posterity,
and that we derived no corruption from
the fall, but are pure and unspotted as
Adam came out of the forming hand of
his Creator ; tlnat therefore, mankind is
capable of repentance and amendment,
and of arriving at the highest degree
of piety and virtue by use of his natu-
ral faculties,and powers, that indeed,
external grace is necessary to excite his
endeavors, but that he has no need of
internal succor of the Divine Spirit.
Third, that Adam by nature was mortal,
and whether he sinned or not should
certainly have died. Fourth, that the
grace of God is given in proportion to
our merits. Fifth, that mankind may
arise at a state of perfection in this life.
Sixth, that the law qualifies men for
the kingdom of heaven, and was found-
ed upon equal promises with the gospel.
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(Shumaker, p. 243.) John Cassian,

a Greek monk and founder of convents
for men and women at Maraillesk, was
the founder of semi-Pelagianism (Has-
sell, p. 396). This system teaches that
salvation is partly by works and partly
by grace, the same heresy resurrected
by James Arminius (1560-1609), de-
fined in five articles as follows: First,
conditional election and ieprobation in
opposition to the absolute predestina-
tion taught by Calvin. Second, uni-
versal redemption, or that the atone-
ment was made by Christ for all man-
kind, though none but believers can be
partakers of the benefit. Third, that
man in order to exercise true faith must
be regenerated and renewed by the
operation of the Holy Spirit, which is
the gift of God. Fourth, that man may
resist divine grace. Fifth, that man
may relapse from a state of grace, in
opposition to Calvin's perseverance of
the saints.

(Webster.) The two opposing doc-
trines have been defined as follows:
Paulinism and Pharisaism, Augustinism
and Pelegianism, Monergism and Sy-
ergism, Calvinism and Arminianism.
Calvin's Institutes, Luther's Bondage of
the Will, Toplady's Observations of the
Divine Attributes all clearly, as does
the Bible, teach that salvation is alone
based upon the will, purpose and grace
of God, and not any merits or foreseen
obedience in the creature, "which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God." The heavenly birth is alone the
work of the Spirit, without the co-
operation or assistance of the flesh. "It
is the spirit that Quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing."

The system of doctrine known in his-
tory as Paulian, Augustinian, or Cal-
vinistic, says Professor Charles Hodge,
is taught, we believe, in the scriptures.
It was developed by Augustine, formal-

ly sanctioned by the Latin Church, ad-
herred to by the witnesses of the truth
during the middle ages, repudiated b¡z
the church of Rome in the council of
Trent, revived in the church by the Jan.
senists, adopted by all the reformers,
incorporated in the creed of the Prot-
estant churches of Switzerland, of the
Palatinates of France, Holland, Eng-
land, and Scotland, and unfolded in the
Standards formed by the Westminister
Assembly, which have been doctrinally
adopted by the Presbyterians, Congre-
gationalists, and Baptists of Europe
and America. Unless words are twisted
out of their lexical meanings, the Epis-
copal articles of faittr, from the ninth
to the eighteenth, and the Methodist
articles, from the seventh to the
twelfth, establish the same doctrine and
are emphatic witnesses against their
members, who repudiate this doctrine
of the Bible and of their fathers.

I will conclude this article by.insert-
ing the following poem by Isaac Watts,
the great English poet, who taught the
truth according to God's Word:
"Not all the outward forms of earth,

Nor rites that God has given,
Nor will of man, nor blood nor birth,

Can raise a soul to heaven.
The sovereign will of God alone

Prepares the heirs of grace;
Born in the image of his son,

A new peculiar race.
The Spirit, like some heavenly wind,

Blows on the sons of flesh;
Renews the spirit of the mind,

And forms the man afresh."
(the late Elder) LYTLE BURNS

***

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Annapolis, Maryland
Donn BnnTHREN rN BoNDS oF LovE:
I did not notice the cover on paper of
this late issue, but if I recall my sub-
scription expires in June. I have re-
ceived the last issue and especially en-
joyed its contents, all of it. I am proud
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to see the appointment of Elder Span-
gler as the new Editor. I do not know
him in person but feel to know him as
genuine Primitive or Old School Bap-
tist by his writings, and editorials in
tlne Signs. His writings always seemed
to have that familiar sound, joyful
sound, which Old Baptist some way
seems to know when they hear it.
' Personally I had never met Elder
Dodson but it seems I had known him
many years. I had learned to love him
through his writings in the paper, and
also had.had quite a little personal cor-
respondence with him. I have wanted
to express my deep appreciation for
him, and the great sorrow in our hearts
of his passing. So many brethren, much
more able than myself, have written so
beautifully of his life and devotion to
the cause he so ably set forth. I feel
satisfied to a great degree that the very
high tribute paid Elder Dodson bY
brethren whom have known and la-
boured with him in our Father's vine-
yard, that he might be numbered arnong
the few called or spoken of by the
Apostle, saying, "You see your calling
brethren, how that not many great,
not many noble, not many wise men
after the flesh are called"; indicating
that there are some called, who may be
recorded in the category of the gr:eat,
noble, and wise, but only as God sees
fit to so adorn them with his grace to
so labor in TIis cause.

That the Lord mày continue His
spiritual leadings in setting forth the
doctrine order and discipline of the
Church as has been these many years
the medium of the SIGNS OF THE
TIMES, dating back to its founding.
lVhen the more modern theories and
practices of the church began to make
its appearance, when it was evident
that the time had arrived that brethren
who were so adorned with the gift
knowledge and wisdom from on high,

came to the defense of the truth es-
tablished by Christ.

This is our prayer, andthat He grant
us all grace, enabling us to support and
lift up the hands so appointed to carry
on this defense in the cause of Christ.
To the glory and honor of God, and to
the comfort of His dear people.

In hope of life beyond
L. D. ROSE

Dp¿,n Eorrons:
It is time to send in my subscription

for another yeaî. I desired to send it
the first of the month, but sickness
prevented. The articles in the Si'gns
have been a source of comfort to me
for many years, and I was deeply grate-
ful to have it when I wâs so far away
from the Church and the dear people
in it, whom I love above all others. The
dear Church means so much to me,
words fail me. I love to go to the meet-
ings when situated so I can go, and the
dear Lord opens the way, and Oh ! I
long to go more just to sit under the
shadow of His wing and be blessed to
hear the gospel preached, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth, a sweetness that
is beyond me to describe.

I lvonder, and fear that I am not
one among' His dear people of His
chosen race in election of the dear ones
llnat àre His own, saved by grace
through faith and not of themselves, it
is the gift of God. I feel that I will not
miss a blessing the Lord has for me,
to send in his own time. Praise Him
from whom all blessings flow, for often
.sweetest moments come when least ex-
pected. That is a time when the Poor
heart sings praises unto Him, yet feel-
ing so utterly unworthy and the least
of all to have sweet blessings to come
from Him which are so deeply cher-
ished in the heart and ever precious
memories.
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I read with deep interest the articles

in memory of Elder Dodson. I was
surprised to hear of his passing. The
last account he wrote of himself, he
felt he was improving. The Lord's time
had come to tal<e him to his blessed
reward. I know many there miss him
deeply. May the dear Lord give the
Associate Editors strength to carry on,
and lead them in choosing another Man-
aging Editor, God willing

In Christian love, hoping I am sealed
in His promises.

Unworthy,
(Mrs.) MABEL LINDSEY

one thing that did trouble me was would
I want to go back to Egypt when the
going is rough. Would I want to go
back where there was plenty to eat and
I was satisfied, although not resting?
AII the dear ones to whom I put this
question said that food'would not now
satisfy. After attending the two meet-
ings in the Northwest and enjoying the
sweetness of the communion with God,s
very elect, yes, I felt Iike Ruth, ,,In-
treat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee." But I was
still doubtful if I could ever be one of
them for they seemed so spiritual with
a deep understanding of the Scriptures
and if I understand anything it is so
little and shallow. But last week, be-
fore our meeting, I was impressed
through a dream that I had been
married to the church for nearly à loât
and wasn't living with her. I felt so
ashamed of myself for shirking. Before
this I felt there \Mere several without
the fold that were far better than I
and it would look as if I were assuming
too much to ask for a home when they
stayed out, but after the dream I felt
what was given me to do must be done
and I should not ask as did Peter, ,,what
shall this man do ?"

Pray for me, Elder Spangler, that I
will be kept at the feet of Jesus and
serve those who serve Him.

Your little sister, f hope,
MRS. T. R. (Grace) JEFFERSON

**

Dnan Euron: No or,"nåråîllåi-;,,
all wise Father how much the sending
of our good paper meâns to me, a very
poor old lonely woman, who loves the
doctrine, it holds. I have been a reader
for over 50 years, and it has never
changed. I enjoy reading the good let-
ters sent in by the dear saints, as the
Signs is all the preaching I get now.
We do not have a church close enough
for me to attend.

*

Marysville, Calif.
Elder D. V. Spangler
Annapolis, Maryland
Dn¡.n Er,npn Sr¡.rtcr,nn :

If you will let me intrude on your
time once more, I want to tell you of a
'couple of things that transpired at our
meeting at Sacramento last Sunday.
First, the church agreed, the Lord, will-
ing, to hold a three-day meeting at our
home, or nearby, in Marysville, over the
flfth Sunday in December. A suitable
notice will be sent for publication later.

I thought you would be interested to
know that the Lord gave me grace and
.courage to ask for a home with this
'dear litUe band. I had nothing to offer
of myself but my love for them. I
;asked them to watch over me carefully,
for I need it more than they can ever
know. They received me in that tender,
kind, loving way that they had received
me into their company since meeting
with them. Never have they said an
unkind word to me about my belief
when I would ask questions that were
very pointed.

After receiving your ansrver to my
,questions put to yoü, I was never
,troubled along that line since. Not that
I could explain to someone else jusl
how it is, but my mind is satisfied. The
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Sometimes it is so hard to be recon-

ciled to trials that come to us. There
have been times in my poor useless life
that I could not say "Thy will be done".
I so wanted my own way, but thanks
be to our Heavenly Father, he works
all things for good to those who love
him, who are called according to his
purpose. I hope, I love Him.

I am old and broken in health, living
alone, have had much sorrow, nothing
left but my faith in God, and that was
given, not bought by good works.

Done by this poor sinner, who de-
pends on his mercy and grace to carry
me on.

_ 
*tT*tt*HENDRIX

Williamstown, Kansas.
To the Publishers and Readers
of the SIGNS, Greetings:
DEAR BRETHR,EN IN THE LORD:

In the Tth chapter of the book of
Judges there is something presented
that has arrested my attention and won
my admiration. If God will guide.my
mind and my pen I should like to drop
a thought or two relative to this portion
of Scripture for the consideration of my
Brethren scattered abroad.

"God said, Bring them down to the
water and I will try them for thee
there." So he brought down the people
to the water and the Lord said unto
Gideon, 'ÍEvery one that lappeth of the
water with his tongue as a dog lappeth,
him shalt thou set by himself, likewise
every one that boweth down upon his
knees to drink.'r And the number of
them that lapped putting their lt'and,s to
their mouth were 300 men. All the rest
bowed down upon their knees to drink.
And the Lord said unto Gideon, "By the
three hundred that lapped will I save
you and deliver the Midianites into thy
hand." Every one familiar with the
Scripture will remember how this once
proud army of thirty two thousand
were reduced to ten thousand because

that are with thee are too many lest
the Lord said unto Gideon, "The people
Israel should vaunt themselves against
me saying, Mine own hand hath saved
me." Those who were fearful and afraid
were screened out of this army and
there were twenty and two thousand
who returned or departed from Mt. Gil-
ead, thus reducing that great army to
ten thousand. And the Lord said unto
Gideon, "The people are yet too many.
Bring them down to the water and I
will try them for thee there." So of
this great army there was just a small
remnant thát survived the trials with
which they were to be tried. The water
symbolizing tribulation and distress.
As it is written, "When thou passest
through the waters I will loe with thee
and through the rivers they shall not
overflow thee.' When thou walkest
through the fire thou shalt not be
burned, neither shall the flames kindle
'upon thee." The choice of this little
remnant confirms the truth of that ex-
'pressed in the Proverbs; "The race is
not to the swift nor the battle to the
strong, but by my spirit saith the
Lord." But these, although they be
weak and few in number they must be
tried. "The trial of your faith being
much more precious than gold that
perisheth though it be tried with fire
might be found unto praise and honor
and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." There are many ways by which
these trials are effected. My mind now
reverts to the experience of the old
prophet of God. Ezekiel 24-76. The
Lord said, "$on of man, behold I take
away from thee the desire of thine eyes
with a stroke, yet neither shalt thou
mourn norweep, neither shalt thy tears
run down. Forbear lo cty, make no
mourning for the dead. Bind the tire
of thine head upon thee and put on thy
shoes upon thy feet and couer not, th'y
l,ips and eat not the bread of men; So I
spake unto the people in the morning
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ànd at even my wife died and I did
in the morning as I was commanded."
Thus this old Prophet of God was
brought down to the .water to be tried
there, and he found the waters bitter
indeed, Being forewarned of God that
he would take away from him the desire
of. þis eyes, his wife, his bosom com-
panion, yet notwithstanding this severe
tr.lal il, was enjoined upon lnim. "Coaer
not thy lips." 'Often times in the ex-
perience of God's people, when the Lord
is pleased to lay his hand heavily upon
us, yolr måy feel that you never again
can lift your voice in praise to his Holy
name. Yet if He has put a new song
in, your mouth it is yours to sing. From
"all their affiictions God's glory shall
spring, And the deeper their sorrows
the louder they'll sing." To those who
ar:e called of God to prophesy or "preach
the word" it is incumbent upon them to
"cover not thy lips" but to continue in
the work whereunto God has called you.
Remembering our light affiictions which
are but for a moment worketh for us
a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. This remnant of Gid.
eonrs army who lapped like dogs put
their hand to their mouth and so I am
persuaded it becomes every tried serv,
ant of God to'dri likewise and thus supi
press the murmurings and complaints
that"might arise from our evil hearts
and escape our lips. Yea, lest we reply
against Gdd. I am made to fear this un-
worthy writer has not qbserved this in-
junction as I should have done. I have
complained. I have faltered in my duty
from time to time feeling that my bur-
den is more than f can bear. Though
,quite unworthy of comparison I have
suffered a like experience to the old
prophet of God. Twice brought down to
the water to be tried there. I have
yÍelded up two noble companions, and
yet it seems that the voice said cry, and
I said, what shall I cry. "All flesh is as
grass and the glory of man as the

flower of the fleld, the grass withereth,
the flower thereof fadeth but the word
of the Lord endureth forever.', In re-
ferring to this personal experience of
mine, it is not with a view of enlisting
sympathy for I know I am no more de-
serving of sympathy then others who
have been tried in like manner. But I
trust it may impress upon the minds of
my brethren the solemn truth that
every one called of God to fight the
battles of the Lord must in some way
be tried to prove their willingness and
readiness to endure hardness as good
soldiers. So think it not strange, breth-
ren concerning the fiery trials which
are to try you. For this entire remnant
lapped like dogs putting their hand to
their mouth. John saw this litfle rem-
nant rvhen on the isle of Patmos. ,,And
one of the elders answered saying, unto
me, What are these that are arrayed in
wtrite robes and whence came they, and
I said unto him, Sir thou knowest, and
he said unto me, these are they which
came out of great tribulation and have
washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.,, For it
is indeed, through great tribulation
that we enter the kingdom of Heaven.
These lapped as a dog lappeth. It is a
taYe thing in the scripture for the
people of God to be likened unto a dog,
but this shows a diversion between the
dog and the beasts of the field. None
of them cân imitate the dog in this
which seems to stress the difference be-
tween the people of God and the world.
While the beasts of the freld drink in
draughts as it were, the dog must lap
with his tongue which may symboliZe
.the people of God, as with them the
word of the Lord is here a little and
there a little, line upon line and prgcept
upon preceph' Behold now Behemoth-
Behold he drinketh up a river and hast-
eth not. He trusteth that he can draw
Jordan into his mouth, Behemoth, the
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elephant, a beast of huge proportions.
Well might he typify the legions of
Anti-Christ. See that boastful spirit.
He trusteth that he can draw up Jor-
dan into his mouth. Jordan is a turbu-
lent stream. The children of Israel
must needs pass over this stream ere
they entered the Promised land. It
represents tribulation and trouble. In-
deed, this is some of the waters where
the Lord brings his people. Behemoth,
or Anti-Christ trusteth he can draw it
up into his mouth and thus eliminate
or avoid those severe trials by which
God's people must be tried. For ex-
ample; I saw and heard, when a boy
an Arminian Minister come before his
congregation rubbing his hands and
telling them, "It is so easy to become
religious." Overlooking the fact that
Israel spent 400 years in bondage. They
passed through the Red Sea, they jour-
neyed forty years in the wilderness and
they passed over Jordan. Does this
represent ease? If it does then this
poor sinner has missed the way. May
I be indulged a little farther and quote
that oft repeated expression; It has
been said the dog is man's most faith-
ful servant. He will follow his Master
into danger and even defy death to do
his Master's bidding. So Gideon, whc
is a type of Christ, instructed this
tried, little army who lapped like dogs.
"Look on me and as ye see me do so
do ye." They were not provided with
sword and spear nor any weapon or
carnal warfare for the battle is not
their but the Lord's. They were pro-
vided with an empty pitcher and a lamp
in the pitcher which they must carr¡z
in their left hand. In their right hand
they must ca.rry the trumpet to blow
withal. This was their equipment.
Those pitchers representing our earthen
vessels, our fleshly bodies, the lamps
representing the spirit of God within.
As it is written, "We have this treasure

in earthen vessels that the excellency
of the power might be of God and not.
of us." I have said this little army is
just a remnant. Even so at this pres-
ent time also there is a remnant "ac-
cording to the election of grace" and
the instructions of our leader are just
as deflnite and binding on us today as
it was on that tried little remnânt.
"Look on me and as ye see me do so
do ye." When I blow the trumpet and
those that are with me, then blow ye'
the trumpet also on every side of the
camp and say, "The sword of the Lorcl
and of Gideon." And the three com-
panies blew the trumpets and break
the pitchers and held the lamps in their
left hand and the trumpet in their right
hand to blow withal and they cried,
"The sword of the Lord and Gideon."
How essential it is that this old pitcher
be broken, the flesh be eliminated in
every service \Me may render unto our
God. This earthen vessel must be
broken so that the light of the spirit of
God shine forth for "It is the spirif
that quickeneth, the flesh proflteth no-
thing." In a word we cannot fight the'
battles of the Lord in a fleshly attitude
for God is a spirit and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth. And it is no less essen-'
tial that we shout the battle cry, for
no greater or more sublime battle cry
r /'as ever conceived than this, "The
sword of fhe Lord and of Gideon."'
Which is briefly, The gospel of the Son
of God, which in turn is Jesus Christ
and him crucified. This is by interpre-
tation our battle cry for there is no'
.other nâme under Heaven given
amongst' men whereby we must be
saved." So by the 300 that lapped will'
I save you and deliver the Midianites:
into thy hand. So dear Brethren, All
who are brought down to the water to'
be tried there, let us put our hand to
our mouth and murmur not at the,
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Hand of Providence, but may we assi-
milate the words of Job, that tried
and true servant of God when he said,
"When I am tried I shall come forth as
gold." Job was tried in sundry ways.
His children were killed, his worldly
possessions were taken àway, he was
afflicted and subjected to the tempta-
tions of Satan. He suffered the adverse
cotinsel of his wife when she asked,
"Dost thou still retain thine integrity?
Curse God ancl die." But he said unto
her, "thou speaketh as one of the foolish
women. What ! Shall we receive good
at the hand of the Lord and shall i,ve
not also receive evil?" In all this Job
did not sin with his lips. Surely he
put his hand to his mouth as he
lapped these bitter waters. It would be
well for every saint to emulate this
example of patience and fortitude. Of
this vast army of thirty two thousand
I think it safe to assume they were
every one a child of God, As there are
at this present time untold numl:ers
outside the pales of the church militant
who give ample evidence they have been
with Jesus and learned of him.

This little remnant rvere set by them-
selves. Set apart, sanctifled for the
special service of the Lord. trn other
words they represeirt the organized
church of baptized believers, chosen of
God to hold up the banner of the king-
dom and fight under the leadership of
Christ the Captain of our salvation.
Thus it is written, "Many are called
but few chosen." Needless to say the
victory over their enemies was given
into their hand.

So with you, dear Brethren, may rve
say, "Thanks be unto God who giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ." In view of this I pray that
every child of gyace may be given grace
to heed the charge of our illustrious
Leader, "Look on me and as ye see me
do so do ye." Break the pitcher, Blow

with the trumpet and shout, "The sword
of the Lord and of Gideon."

Submitted in much weakness,
L. L. SCHECK

Dntn BnnTHREN: Enclosed you will
find money order for five dollars for
subscription to the dear old Si,gns of
the Ti,mes. I have unintentionally let
my subscription run out and hope this.
will about tal<e care of it. Thanks for
sending the paper. It means so much
to me, I would hate to miss a copy.

I feel too small and insigniflcant to,
even mention my feelings toward the,
death of our beloved, trlder Dodson. I
think the Baptists were so blessed to,
have him in our midst, a preacher such
as Elder Dodson. One was made to feel,,
beyond a doubt, that he r'vas taught in
the school of grace, and called by our
Lord and Master to feed his sheep. A
man of such rneans, so far as this world
goes, but the Lord did not let him be-
come puffed up in the midst of it all.
He kept him humble and always ready
to do or say anything he could to feed
and comfort God's poor and weak"
Thanh God for such a man !

It was my privilege to visit in his
home last Sept. a year a"go. I have a
brother who lives in tr yndhurst, N. J.,
right near him, and he took me over
one evening. It rvas such a lovely place
to go. He and his wife were very nice
to us, and I somehou' had a feeling, f
wanted to sit at his feet and tell him
some of the things, I hope the Lord
has done for me.

When I heard of his passing, I was
deeply grieved. I felt that there will be
a vz,càriicy hard to flll, but I know God
is able. tr so often feel that our loved
ones who have gone on before us âre
so near and somehorv there is such a
sweet communion in the Spirit.

Yours in a blessed hope,
PEARL S. HONEYCUTT.
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'¡ EDITORIALS

"And I will fasten him as a nail in
a sure place; and he shall be for a
glorious throne to his father's house.
And they shall hang upon him all the
glory of his Father's hogse, the off-
spring and the issue, all vessels of small
quantity, from the vessels of cups, even
to all the vessels of flagons. In that day,
saith the Lord of host, shall the nail
that is fastened in the sure place be
removed, and be cut down, and fall;
and the burden that was upon it shall
be cut off: for the Lord hath spoken it."
ISAIAH 22-23,24,25.

All through the old testament "Him"
the Lord Jesus Christ, is set forth in
þype and under various names. This is
not'true with God, that is, God in the
abstract. 4 type must precede the anti-
type, and as God is before all things,
there is therefore, no type of God. But
we have a type of the Godman. The first
intimation we have of this man is in the
garden, where God said to the serpent,

"I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel." This seed,
which evidently is the same referred to
in the PSALMS 132-11 where "The
Lord hath sworn in truth unto David;
He will not turn from it; Of the fruit
of thy body will I set upon thy throne."

The Prophet ZECHARIAH said, "f
saw by night, and behold a maln riding
upon a red horse, and stood among the
myrtle trees that were in the bottom;
and behind him were.there red horses,
speckled, ancl white." In this way the
Lord Jesus often appeared as an angel
or a man as a prelude to His incarna-
tion. The night may be emblematical of
the affiictions and the seventy years
captivity of the Jews, but I rather thinì<,
that it refers to the law and prophecy,
neither of which makes any thing as
clear as does the gospel. The apostle
says, "Holy men of old desired to see
the things which we see and saw them
not." By night the prophet saw this
man, but did not clearly understand
who he was, or whom he represented.
The red horse which he was riding,
indicates the blood that was shed for
the people among whom he stood, rep-
resented by the myrtle, trees. The bot-
tom indicates the earth, where the
blood was to be shed, and where He
lived and died.

In the 20th verse of this chapter the
Lord said of Eliakim, "And it shall
come to pass in that day, that I will
call my servant trliakim the son of
Hilkiah: ,A.nd I will clothe him with thy
robe, and strengthen him with thy
girdle, and I will commit thy govern-
ment into his hand: and he shall be a
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and to the house of Juda.'1 trliakim
was also a type of the Lord Jesus,
and must have been a very good man
for the Lord called him "My servant
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Eliakim". The Lord also said, "And
the key of the house of David will I
lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open,
and none shall shut, and he shall shut,
and none shall open." A key is an in-
strument to open a lock. It is also an
emblem of knowledge, wisdom, govern-
ment and power. The gifts that God has
given to His church to open up and
expound the scriptures to the comfort
of His people, are keys to the kingdom;
and we read that the kingdom of heaven
is within you. Jesus holds the key of the
knowledge of His Father, for He said,
"All things are delivered unto me of
my Father: and no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth
any man the Father, sâve the Son, and
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal
Him." Jesus ask His disciples, saying,
"Whom do men say that I the Son of
man am? And they said, some say that
thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias;
and others, Jeremias, or one of the
prophets. He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. And
Jesus answered and said 'unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
And I will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
Philip was given a key to. unlock the
scripture which the Eunuch was read-
ing, but did not understand. The scrip-
tures are locked up, and can not be
understood until they are opened. "The
angel of the Lord spake unto Philip,
saying; Arise, and go toward the south
unto the way t]nat goeth down from
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert."
When Philip arrived, the EUNUCH
wanted to know "Of \Mhom speaketh

the prophet this? of himself, or of
some other man. Then Philip opened
his mouth, and began at the same scrip-
ture,. and preached unto him Jesus."
The great trouble of today is, that so
many go out with a hey of their own
making. This kind of a key will never
flt the tumblers of. that lock, that opens
into the kingdom because the message
they bring does not touch, or fit the
experience of those of the household. "A
man's gift maketh room for him, and
bringeth him before great men. He
that is first in his own cause seemeth
just; but his neighbour cometh and
searcheth him." Every gift that comes
before the church is searched, to know
if it be of Géd, or if it is our own
sponorship, or in the interest of our
own cause. But when one comes with
God's gift, he will unlock the door, and
we will desire of him, as the Eunuch
desired of Philip, that he come up and
sit with us. Until He who holds the
key turn it over, no one will never be
able to feed the church of God.

"And I will fasten him as a nail in
a sure place; and he shall be for a
glorious throne to his Father's house.r'
I've read in some book that in olden
times the nails and spikes upon which
things were to hang, were not driven
in the walls after the building was com-
plete, but were placed in as the building
went up. Whether this is true or not,
I do not know. But one thing I do know
according to the scriptures, that Christ
has always been in His church, or
among His people, either as an angel
or man as their security and salvation.
We read in the PSALMS 118-27 "God
is the Lord, which hath shewed us light:
bind the sacr:ifice with cords, even unto
the horns of the altàr." These cords I
think, represent the decrees of GoLi
which fastened Him to the horns of the
altar, where the sacrifice was to be
made as a nail fastened in a sure place.



260 SIGNS OF THB TIMES
It is some times necessary to bind the
,animal so that he may not escape the
knife. This was true so far as the
humanity of Jesus was concerned. He
cried out in the garden, and said, "My
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death: tarry ye here, and watch with
me." And He went a little farther,
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying,
"O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I
will, but as thou wilt." In His humanity
He felt the ordeal through which to
pass as much as you or I, and there is
no doubt but what He felt the sting of
the sword in His blessed side, as much
as any other human being. But He was
so bound by the decrees of the covenant,
whióh was ordered in all things and
sure; that He was as a nail fastened in
a sure place. He, "Who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set
,alown at the right hand of the throne of
God."

"And He shall be for a glorious
throne to his Father's house. The Queen
of Shebe, after hearing of the fame of
Soloman concerning the name of the
Lord, came to prove him with hard
questions. But after hearing and seeing
what she did, "She said to the King, it
was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.
Howbeit I believed not the words, until
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and,
behold, the half was not told me: thy
wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the
fame which I heard. Happy are thy
men, happy are these thy servants,
rvhich stand continually before thee,
and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be
the Lord thy God, which delighted in
thee, to set thee on the throne of
ISRAtrL: because the Lord loved
ISRAEL for ever, therefore made he
the king, to do judgment and justice."
This throne had steps, and at each end

of each step was placed a golden lion.
These lions represent power, boldness
and authority to dispence the justice
and judgments of God. This throne is
not made of dead material, such as ivory
and gold that cannot hear, see nor feel,
but of living substance, that which can
be touched by the feeling of our infirm-
ities. Jesus shall be for a glorious
throne, because He is the seat of gov-
ernment, power and authority. And it
has pleased God that in Him all fullness
should dwell. He is not a glorious throne
to the world, they do not see in Him
any porver or authority to do any thing,
except as they work with Him. But He
is a glorious throne to His people, be-
cause, "He is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption: That according as it is
written, He that glorieth, let him glory
in the Lord." Jesus is the head and
lawgiver of His church, and the church
knows no other. "The law of the Lord
is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the Lord is pure, en-
lightening the eyes." This the law of
Moses did not do. They that look to the
law of Moses for righteousness and
justification, will find confusion and
condemnation. But they that look to
Him, who, shall be a glorious throne
to His Father's house, shall find mercy
and peace.

"And they shall hang upon Him all
the glory of His Father's house, the
offspring and the issue, all vessels of
small quantity, from the vessels of cups,
even to all the vessels of flagons." As
Eliakim was considered a principal
stake in his Father's house, so Jesus is
immovably fastened in the wall of His
Father's house for the support of all
the vessels destined for sacred uses.
And the consequence of His continued
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power will be the promotion and flour-
ishing condition of His family and
dependents, from the highest to the
lowest. IIow good it is in time of doubts,
fears and dissipation and want, to have
that on which to hang or depend. All
the issue, all the offspring from right-
eous Abel down to the last seed that
shall come forth, have Him as a sure
support. We have Him as our hope, for,
"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is."
Glory was put for the ark of the coven-
ant, and indicated the presence of God
with Israel. When the Philistines took
the ark they said, the glory is departed
from Israel. The hope, comfort and
peace of Israel hung upon the presence
of the ark of the covenant. No other
nation could glory in the ark as Israel
did. The unregenerated do not see Him
as the glory of His Father's house. They
do not see Him as a nail fastened in a
sure þlace, but glory in their own works
instead of His. They feel that He is
dependent upon them for help, and
could not do any thing without them.
But spiritual Israel has learned that
without Him they can do nothing, there-
fore they look to Him for all that they
have, and all that they are, is of Him.
No other people can see or feel the
presence of Christ as Israel does. Jesus
Himself felt that He could not glorify
His Father without first being glorified
of His F ather. Therefore He said,
"Father the hour is come; glorify thy
Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee." If He in whose mouth no gile
was ever found, felt that He could not
glorify God except as He was glorified
of God, How should you and I, who are
just dust worms of the earth feel? Our
hope of salvation both for time and
eternity, is hung upon Him, and that
which He had done for us. "For there
is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be

saved." Yes all the praise, thanksgiving
and honor of His Father's house, are
hung upon Him.

"In that day, saith the Lord of host,
shall the nail that is fastened in the
sure place be removed, and be cut down,
and fall; and the burden that was upon
it shall be cut off: for the Lord hath
spoken it." This does not mean that
He did not do the work that He came
to do, but that for which He came into
the world had been accomplished. He
could not be removed until all His work
was finished, until the salvation of all
hanging and depending upon Him was
secured. In the day that Jesus was
crucified, His life was cut off from the
earth. So far as the world was con-.
cerned, I{e came to His end, the life
that FIe derived from the Virgin was
cut off. But He took it up again and
is living now in another sphere, and
that for-ever-more. For He said, "I
am He that liveth, and was dead; and"
behold, I am alive for ever more,
Amen; and have the heys of death.l'
Ile took the sins of all His people in
His own body to the cross, and the
shedding of His blood washed them all
àwày. Thus the burden that was upon
Him was cut off, when He had flnished
the work for which he was born of the
virgin. And He did it alone. For He
said, "f looked, and there was none to
help; and I wondered that there was
none to uphold: therefore mine own
arm brought salvation unto me; and my
fury, it upheld me." He called upon His
disciples to watch with Him for one
hour, but when He returned He found
them asleep. l{o man could help in
accomplishing the work of salvation.
"I have trodden the winepress alone;
and of the people there was none with
me"" The atoning sacrifice which was
offered once every year had to be offered
by the high priest alone, no other one
could go beyond the veil into the holy
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of holies. Every other one was cut off,
or forbidden to go beyond the veil into
the holiest place, and into which the
high priest did not go without blood.
The law of Moses did not require the
life of the transgressor as a sacrifrce
for his sins, but prescribed what the
sacrifice should be. When these vessels
were chosen in Christ unto salvation,
Jesus at the same time was chosen to
make the sacrifice for them. When our
mother Eve hearkened to what the ser-
pent said, instead of what God said,
it brought death upon the human fam-
ily. But God intimated a deliverance
from this death, when He said, that the
seed of the woman shall bruise the head
of the serpent.

In conclusion I can do no better than
quote from the 9th chapter of Hebrews.
"For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us: Nor yet tlnat He should
offer himself often, as the high priest
entereth into the holy place every year
with blood of others; For then must
He often have suffered since the founda-
tion of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to
put away sin by the sacriflce of him-
self." And as, "It is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the
judgment:" So, "Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for Him shall I{e
appear the second time without sin unto
salvation." What a glorious day this
will be to all the vessels of mercy, when
they shall, "awake with Thy likeness."

;k >F 
H' o' NASH

Covin, Alabama
September 12,l95I

THE SIGNS of the TIMES
Annapolis, Maryland
Dnnn BnorHER SPANGLER AND Wooo:

I really would like to complete my

flle of the SIGNS. I have all of them
from 1880 to the present time except
scatered numbers. I want the following
copies: 1900-March 15, May 1, June
1; 1909-Sept. 1, Dec. l, and 15;
1919-April 15, July 1, July 1.5; 171.5,
August; Sept. 1715. I am very anxious
to obtain bound volumes from 1869 to
1879 inclusive, and from 1840 to 1861
inclusive. If I cannot get bound volumes
I would appreciate any copies for these
years regardless of condition.

I also want to know the history of
our people in the New England States,
New York and Pennsylvania. Will those
Baptists in these states that have some
knowledge of the churches, please
write me ? I want to locate and know
the history of the churches in those
states tlnat arc still in existence, as
well as those that have become extinct.
I care nothing for churches of the
Mission Baptists. Particularly do I
want details about the Redstone, Juan-
ita, Chemung, and Western Correspond-
ing Associations in New York and
Pennsylvania. I would like to get any
data on the Old Order of Baptists in
these sections. Any old paper or minute
pertaining to our brethren in these
parts would be appreciated. If you have
clata that you do not care to turn over
to Precious Library, will you lend it to
me?

Please insert this notice in the Signs
at your convenience.

Evansville, Indiana
Dpan Eorron:

Brethren we are not our own but are
bought with a price which was and is
the blood of the Blessed Savior. Jesus
the Christ who hung on the rugged
cross and died, was buried, and rose
again the third day is alive for ever
more. All this in order that poor un-
worthy sinners as I am, might have
life. No wonder the Poet could write,
"What wonderous love is this, Oh, my
soul.tt
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When given to see the beauty of the

life our Savior who lived and the death
He suffered for sinners who were
ashamed to own his name.

"Oh, the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God.
How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past flnding out." (Rom.
11:33). I sometimes feel to think I
am given to understand some of the
beauty, or inexpressable beauty which
Paul saw when he exclaimed, "Oh," an
expression of wonder and amazement
and awe, Paul here was evidently given
to see by the revealing light of the Holy
Spirit of God some of the deep things
of God. These are beyond the carnal
preceptions of natural man. They are
revealed only by the Holy Spirit to those
elected before of God.

Brethren I believe this same experi-
ence that Paul had here comes to every
child who has come to know that God is
God and besides Him there is no other
God. He is ready to confess before the
world that God's wisdom and knowl-
edge reaches to immeasurable depths,
and the world cannot search them out
for God. He has foreknown all things
He knew our substance even when there
\ry'as none of it; this knowledge is per-
fect. My dear Brethren, God has never
learned anything because he has always
foreknown all things, and not only fore-
known but also foreseen all things, what
so ever comes to pass.

God's purposes cannot fail; they are
just as sure as God Himself is sure.
îhen no wonder Paul could say, "How
unsearchable are His judgments and
his ways past finding out, for of Him
and through Him and to Hím are all
things to whom be Glory forever
Amen."

I only intended to renew my subscrip-
tion and have it changed to my new
address, but I forget myself. I know
I am behind in my payments but I

hope to help all I can.
In hope
WADE CHANDLER

EntroRs oF rHE SrcNS, Associate Edi-
tors, and all who read and contribute to
same:

I have just returned from tlne l26th
session of the Yellow River Association
in Georgia so greatly revived that I
want you to know about it.

We were privileged to have with us
Elder D. V. Spangler and wife, trlder
W. D. Griffin and wife, Elder E. J. Lam-
bert, and our own Elder H. O. Nash,
all contributors to the SIGNS, which
we felt highly favored with such able
ministers of the gospel, who were
greatly blessed to preach the unsearch-
able riches of Christ, to our comfort
and edification, with Elder Lord from

, Oconee Association and our home
ministers.

We felt to exclaim with these words
that Elder Lambert used for a text:
"We are bound to thank God always
for you brethren, etc," 2 Thess. 1:3.

Have just received Oct. number of
the SIGNS, which continued with the
same sweet truths that were presented
at the Association. We were glad to
here from Elder and Sister Ruston
through the SIGNS.

We thought of many who were un-
able to meet with us, our own dear
brother Douglas Alston who was in
Korea, no doubt was with us in mind.
We rejoice in the fact tlnat the presence
of Him, whom we hope to serve, who is
everywhere al the same time, was
present with him in a sweet manifesta-
tion of His love.

May the communion of the Holy
Spirit remain with all the redeemed,
while passing through this troubled
world, and enable us to meet with those
gone before, where reunions .never
cease.

Yours in a sweet Hope
MRS. HENRY ROWAN
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Chestnut Church
Sept. 8th, 1951

In answer to a call bY Chestnut
Church, of the Pigg River Ass'n, on
August l]"th 1951, a presbytery assem-
bled to ordain for a Deacon, Bro. Tom
W. Turner, if found qualified.

The Presbytery was comPosed of
Elders Randolph Perdue, C. E. Turner,
J. E. Burgess, O. K. Tinch and P. E.
Ingram, with Deacons F. S. Shelton'
Willie Meadows, Jno. Turner, Sylvanos
Carter, Homer Minter, J. H. Perdue,
T. R. Plybon, O. S. TYree and L. J'
Potter.','Elder Randolph Perdue was elected
to serve as Moderator and Elder P' E.
'Irrg"urn, clerk. O. S. Tyree was chosen
as spokesman for the church; Elder
C. E. Turner to question the candidate;
Elder O. K. Tinch to offer PraYer and
Elder J. E. Burgess to deliver the
,charge.

Ðlder Perdue read the qualifications
,of a Deacon from IInd Tim. while
:questioning the spokesman for the
church. Elder Turner continued the
questioning to the candidate concern-
ing his faith and the conduct of church
business. All questions were answered
in an acceptable way. It was then
agreed to ordain him.

While a multiplicity of hands were
laid upon him Elder Tinch prayed a
beautiful prayer and Elder Burgess
clelivered the Charge.

Deacon Turner was then given back
to the church.

Signed,
ELDER RANDOLPH PtrRDUE, MOd.

ELDER P. E. INGRAM, Clerk

NOTICE.
We have learned that many of our

subscribers, especially on the West
coast did not receive their August
Signs. We don't know why, and we
are checking with the Postal depart-
ment about it. In case any one does
not receive their paper by the 10th of

the month of issue we will appreciate
you letting us know, and we will mail a
copy. We want to know about it, and
want you to get it.-Ed.

In as much as it has pleased Our l{eavenly
Father to take unto l{imself our dear Sister
Belle Griffeth be it lesolved that Macedonia
Church asks to be ESiven grace to say "Thy
will be done," and bow in humble submission,
knowing that it is good when one of the
Household of Faith can depart and be at rest
to await the coming of Our Lord.

We deeply sympathize with the bereaved
family-may they be comforted by the Spirit
of the Heavenly Father she loved to worship.

Done by order of the Church while in con-
ference, July 1951.

ELD. C. \,V, LANDERS, Mod,
L. K. FOSTER, C. C.

Wnnnn¡.s. Since we last met at this
place, known as the Brookfield Church,
Slate Hill, N. Y., our hearts have been
saddened again as God who does his will
in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth, has removed
from the activities of this life, and his
labors in the Vineyard of our God, our
much loved Shepherd, and brother in
Christ, Elder R. Lester Dodson. He
faithfully served this church annually
as a minister of the gospel of Christ,
and as moderator of the meetings held
at this place. An invitation to attend
these meetings was extended his minis-
tering brethren, and it has been much
by his efforts and the strength which
God gave him that the meetings at this
place have been continued through the
years.

Resolved, That we thank God for his
gift. The Lord gave and the Lord has
taken àwày; blessed be the name of the
LORD. We âre comforted with the
thought that our brother's hope and
faith have now become a reality, and
our timely loss is his eternal gain. We
desire to record this Memorial in our
annual statement, and a copy be pub-
lished in the SIGNS OIr THtr TIMES.

ARNOLD H. BELLOWS,
Moderator.

William D. Chapman, Clerk.
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Dutton, Ontario

Dnan BnorHER AND Srsrnn Tnurrr:
Your card with the written message

was received and appreciated of Dec.
13, 1950. I put it on one side hoping
to write to you during the Xmas or the
New Year but did not get to it. I am
now trying to do some of the things I
ought to have done and I hope this
finds brother Handy still improving,
but whatever be the case may your
testimony be that God is good.

Mrs. Ruston's health has continued
to improve and we too; feel greatly
blessed. In the 23 Psalm, David says
"Yea though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod
and Thy staff they comfort me". Our
walk is through this valley as we
journey to the promised land, many
times evil shows itself in so many \ryays,
our beloved Paul says "when I would
do good evil is present with me", often
it mars our peace and damps our joys,
but sin is not a sweet morsel as perhaps
it once was. We have learnt that but
for Jesus, sin would have sunk us into
perdition and such has been the teach-
ing of His blessed Spirit that in our
blessed Lord Jesus, God is with us and
not against us. When the people of
Israel had come to the River Jordan
and as soon as the feet of the priests
bearing the Ark of the Covenant
touched its waters, Jordan began to
divide and though Jordan always over-
flowed its banks at harvest yet this

time they divided and stood up a great
and high wall. The people followed the
Ark and when the priests had come to
the depths of Jordan they stood still
on dry ground while the children of
Israel al,l passed, oaer Jord,an.

Twelve men had also accompanied
the priests and ark, and from where
the ark stood, they took up twelve
stones and carried them up out of Jor-
dan to stand for a memorial of that
wonderful event. The ark is Jesus, the
wall of water was death, which was
held back but fell back as it did when
it overwhelmed the Egyptians, Exodus
I4l]n. Those twelve men are like the
twelve Apostles who accompanied Jesus
while here and whose twelve stones or
shall I say twelve baskets full of frag-
ments are preserved for us to read and
talk about, in which is declared our
great deliverance.

Our glorious High Priest entered in-
to the Holy of Holies, which is Heaven
itself, forty days after His ressurection
and ten days later poured out the Holy
Ghost upon those twelve disciples so
that their testimony was to be infallibly
preserved throughout all ages, that
by Him all things pertaining to life
and godliness might be spiritually
discovered.

Through the blessed Spirit we know
that the Ark of the Covenant is Jesus.
The wood and the gold of the ark shows
He was God and man. In the ark the
La# was kept, the pot of manna (hea-
venly food) was there, Aaron's rod was
there to show that Jesus is our High
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Priest. Jesus said, "behold I am with
you always eaen unto the enrl of the
world,". Thus while death and damna-
tion will overwhelm the wicked, when
all Israel have passed over, yet through
our covenant head not one of the ran-
somed can ever be lost. Now let us look
for a moment to our scripture: "I will
fear no evil for Thou art with me". Oh,
how we ought to rejoice and sing His
praise ! "The horse and his rider He
hath cast into the sea". And though we
fear no evil we have a loving spiritual
fear of Him that is not taught by the
precepts of man. A fear that is a loving
regard to Him, to His people, and to
His word. "For Thou are with me".
Let us think of what that means. True,
Jesus our High Priest is in Heaven, our
advocate with the Father, but His Holy
Spirit, the Comforter is with us, and
while Moses' Law wad kept in the heart
of Christ, Christ's perfect Law, Psalm
19:7 is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Jesus said, "A new commandment I
give unto you that ye loue one another".
The Law of Love, "Who loved, me and
gave Himself for me". Just so the Spirit
feeds with the hidden manna from the
golden pot. His rod, which has swal-
lowed up Aaron's rod, for Aaron's rod
is fulfilled in our High Priest Jesus
Christ. So His rdd and His staff they
comfort me. Oh, what a difference the
rod of His blessed word and the staff
of His promise is His to His people
than to the world ! To His people it is
a comfort even to be chastened, for
tribulations work patience, and patience
,experience, and the word of His promise
upholds them when ready to sink. To
the world His rod is a rod of iron that
;shall dash them in pieces like a potter's
vessel, Psalm 2 and Rev. 12:5. It is
spoken of as iron as it cannot be broken
and to the world it is cold and unyield-
ing. How good when we feel to say,

"Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort
m,e."

We have a sweet verse in Psalm 119
as we sing it in our meeting here, it
is verse 24: "My comfort, and my
heart's delight, Thy testimonies be;
Ancl they, in all my doubts ancl f ears,
are counsellors to me". Another verse
in the 147 Psalm verse three goes:
"Those that be broken in their hearts,
and grieved in their minds, He healeth,
and their painful wounds; He tenderly
upbinds". Now there were twelve men
who took up the twelve stones out of
Jordan for a witness in the land. There
were also twelve men that by the Holy
Ghost wrote of Jesus, preached of what
he did and said, and so when John saw
the door open in Heaven and he heard
as it were a trumpet talking with Him.
he went up and saw things which must
be hereafter. He saw the four and
twenty elders sitting clothed in white
raiment and crowns of gold upon their
heads. And they cast their crowns be-
fore the throne saying "Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive honour and
power and glory". "And I beheld, and
lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts (Mini,sters of the Gospel)
and the four and twenty elders stood
a Lamb as i.t hacl been sl,ain". He who
stood here in the Jordan of Judgment
in the lowest spot until all were crossed,
or saved, now stands in the midst of the
throne. He lives, our neverdying friend,
and because he lives, we live also. It
seems when I think of the day we are
in, a day of sin and gloom, it is as
though most of the people have gone
over to the other side and we are a few
stragglers, following on, some times
fearful that we shall be swallowed up
of the world. No ! No ! that can never
be for when we get down in the lowest
spot of the river, Jesus is there. Ought
we not my precious friends to sing
Blessings and glory, honour, praise and
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power unto Him who sits upon the
throne ?

God bless and keep you in the way
and may we be kept to the day and place
where we shall see His lovely face and
be like Him forever. Mrs. R. joins with
me in love to you both.

Sincerely,

* ;ß 
GEO. RUSTON

H. L. Rogers,
Denton, Ky.
Dø¡,n BnorHER RocERS: I have been
reading your article in the June, 1950
Signs a.f the Times. I hope I love to
read the good old Signs so much that I
go back and read many of the good
writings in some over and over again.

Now in your article mentioned, I
rvish a little more information to get me
straight and I feel that you might be
able to put me right. You mention that
you do not believe that Cllrist was
raised a natural body, but was raised a
spiritiral body, this we do not question,
but there is one thing that puzzles me;
and that is the conversation betu'een
Christ and the apostle Thomas when
Christ asked Thomas to feel the hole
in his side and the prints of the nails
in his hands. Now did the spiritual
body raise with or have these r,vounds in
it? It does not secm to me that it r,vould,
but this puzzles me, f cannot und:i:-
stand it.

If you have light on this point, please
explain same to me. Now do not take
my question to be an argument, for it
is not but I am seeking information and
keep writing for the good old Signs'
I love to read all of you good writers
pieces and I hope I believe what you all
write. Yours in hope.

P. L. KENLEY.
Ì\[r. P. L. Kenley,
Roanoke, Va.
Dpan BnotHER KENLEY: Received Your
letter a few days ago and note Your

request for my view on the subject of
the resurrection of the body of our
blessed Lord, so I will give you such
thoughts as I have on the subject if
the blessed Lord gives me the spirit to
do so. I have learned by exPerience
that I can not straighten myself out
much less any one else. The blessed
Lord only can do that and I few many
times that he has never given me any
light on his blessed word at all. I hope
you will keep in mind that tr am jusi
a human, as is all of tts, and when led
only by the carnal mind we are shown
to be wrong, and tr fear so much that
that is allt]nat I have. Do not take what
I say about this subject rvithout com-
pa-;ing it rvith the Holy Scripture, for
{ arn ap'; to be wrong as any man and
it seems to me that I am more aPt to
be wrong than any one else, so keeP
this in mind and if I write something
that is not right, it is through ignorance
and by the carnal mind and I pray that
God will correct me and set me aright,
so I will now in the fear of God and
in my rvcak and imperfect waY trY to
consider the subiect.

First, I will say that I believe that
our blessed Lord when he came to earth
in person he taken on a natural human
body, except sin, that is, he had no sin
of his own. I believe he was carried
nine months by his mother, just as
other natural children are, and was
born as all other are into this material
world and grew up as all other boys do,
he took material food to grow and de-
veloped his natural body, had a heart
that functioned in his body which cir-
culated the blood through his veins,
and the scriptures tell us that he was
obedient to his parents. The apostle
Paul says, "Forasmuch then as the
children are partahers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the porrer
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of death, that is, the devil: And deliver
them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.
For verily he tooh not on him the na-
ture of angels; but he took on him the
seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all
things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make re-
conciliation for the sins of the people.
For in that he himself hath suffered
being tempted, he is able to succour
them that are tempted." Heb. 2: 14-78.
So we see from the above scripture that
he was a màî that was subject to be
tempted, subject to suffer and to die
as other men in nature. Notice that he
says that in all things it behoved him
which means it become him to be made
like unto his brethren. The apostle says
again, "But when the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law,
To redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons." Gal.4:4-5.

All the children of God were held
condemned under this law, they had all
broken it and all guilty, and nothing
to atone for their guilt and as far as we
were concerned, we were forever gone,
without God and without hope in the
world, so he took on himself a body like
ours which was made subject to the
penalty of the law which we were un-
der, and took on him all of our sins
and our guilt and when the time came
that the law made its demand, it found
all the sin and guilt on him, so it struck
him instead of us. The apostle says,
ÍlWho, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: But made himself of no reputa-
tion, and took upon him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men: And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and be-

came obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross." Phil. 2: 6-8. The
apostle again says, "For he hath made
him to be sin for us, who hnerv no sin;
that lve might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him." 2 Cor. 5:21.
Isaiah says, "All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned every one
to his o\¡/n way; and the Lord hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all." Isaiah
53:6. "For what the law could not do,
in that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
sin in the flesh." Romans 8:3.

Now I think the above references
are sufficient to prove that he took on
him a human body, and the question
seems to be in the mind of some of our
brethren. Did he return back into
heaven or unto the Father with this
human body without any change in it?
Some may think that he did not take
on him a human body, we understand
that while he was here on earth, he
was the Son of God in spirit but the
son of man in the flesh, in other words,
he was God manifested in the flesh.
So, when he went to the cross, he went
in a body that was made to be sin and
in the form of a servant, but we do not
think when he arose from the tomb
that he came up in the form of a serv-
ant, neither with any sin in it. He had
nailed all sin to the cross and cast it all
in the sea of forgetfulness. So, as it
seems to us, he came up with a spirit-
ual, glorified body, which he returned to
the Father with, as far as his spiritual
standing is the Son of God, it was never
changed, only the body that he taken
on which was in the form of a servant.
When he passed by the nature angels,
he laid aside his glory which he had
with the Father before the world was,
then when his work was finished here
on earth, he prayed the Father: "I have
glorified thee on the earth: I havp
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finished the work which thou gavest me
to do. And now, O Father, glorifY
thou me with thine own self with the
glory which I had with thee before the
world was." John 17: 4-5,

Now comes Brother Kenley's ques-
tion; did the spiritual raise with or have
these wòunds in it? We say, "No." But,
on the other hand, our blessed Lord
said, "All porver is given into my hand
both in heaven and on earth." So he
had the po\Mer to appear in any form
which it seems that he did appear in
different form on different occasions
after his resurrection. He would ap-
pear and disappear before their eyes,
he would appear on some occasions that
they would know him, on others he
would appear in,a way that they would
not know him. Mark says, "Now when
Jesus was risen early the first day of
the week,-, he' appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast
seven dèvils. .,-Ahd she went and told
them that had been with him, as they
mourned and- wept. And they, when
they had heard that he was alive, and
had been seen of her, believed,not. After
that he appeared in another form unto
two of them, as they walked, and went
into the country." Mark 16:. 9-72. So
\Me see by the aloove scriptur.e that he
did not appear in the same form on all
occasions. After his resurrection he
again appeared unto two others as they
\r/ent to a village called Emmaus, he
drew near and went with them but they
did not know him until he made himself
known to them, it says their eyes were
holden, that they should not know him.
He also appeared in the house where
the clisciples were assembled, the doors
being shut, without an opening for a
material body to enter, this is all char-
acteristic of a spiritual body. IMe do not
believe lhat he after his resurrection
had a natural heart in him that func-
tioned as before, with natural blood

circulating in his body when he
ascended up into heaven, though he did
show his disciples the nail holes in his
hands and feet and the spear holes in
his side, that was the way he chose to
prove to them that it was he himself,
as they doubted his resurrection. On
one occasion, he sat at meat with them.
He took bread and blessed it and brake
and gave to them, and their eyes were
opened and they knew, him and he
vanished out of their sight' Luke 24:
30-31. Luke goes on down in the same
chapter and says, "And they rose up the
same hour, and returned to Jerusalem"
found the eleven gathered together, and
thern that were with them, Saying, The
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared
to Simon. And they told what things
were done in the way, and how he was
known of them in breaking of bread.
And as they thus spake, Jesus himself
stood' in the midst of them, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you. But they
were terrifled and affrighted, and sup-
posed that they had seen a spirit. And
he said unto them, Why are ye troubled ?

and why do thoughts arise in Your
hearts? (so we see at this Point theY
did not know him, then he said unto
them) "Behold my hands and my feet;
that it is I myself : handle me, and see;
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones,
as ye see me have. And when he had
thus spoken, he shewed them his hands
and his feet. And while they yet be-
lieveC not for joy, and wondered, he
said unto them, Have ye here any meat ?

.A.nd they gave him a piece of a broiled
fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took
it, and did eat before them." Luke 24:
33-43. Then he goes on a little further
in the same chapter, he began by say-
ing, "And he led them out as far as
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. And it came to pass,
while he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven.l'
Luke 24: 50-51.
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So we do not think that he went into

heaven with any nail holes in his hands
or his feet and no spear holes in his
side, neither with a body in the form of
a servant or the natural seed of Abra-
ham but with a perfect glorified body.
So now I hope what I have written, if
it be the truth, it will be satisfactory.

There is a few more things I would
Uke to mention. I believe the disciples
were caused not to believe at first in
order that he might reveal or make
known to them by the most positive
evidence for their comfort and learning
and also the comfort and learning for
the generations to come and us today,
that he did raise from the dead and that
it was really himself, which gives to
us, as I think a guarantee that his body
was raised our body shall also be raised
in like manner be raised and be like him
and see him as he is. "And when he
had spoken these things, while he be-
held, he was taken up; and a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight. And while
they looked stedfastly toward heaven
as he went up, two men stood by them
in white apparel. Which also said, Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven ? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven." Acts l-: 9-11. And
the blessed Lord said, "And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself ;

and where I am, there ye may be also."
John 14:3. We are told that we shall be
heirs and joint heirs with him and if
so, we shall receive all things that he
receives. Paul says, "The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God: And if chil-
,dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also
glorifled together." Romans 8:16-17.
What a blessed thought indeed that we

shall see him as he is and be glorified
together with him and heir all things
which he is an heir to.

I hope I have written nothing but the
truth, but if not the truth, I hope that
you will not believe it, and if I am
'wrong, I pray the good Lord will for-
give me and set me right. It seems
sometimes I cannot be sure whether I
know any thing about these things or
not. I hope that I have had some faint
glimpse of this blessed truth. I have
other requests besides Brother Kenley's
to write on this sacred subject, so I am
trying to comply with them all in this
letter through the Signs of the Times,
if the dear Editors think it worth pub-
lishing.

So may the good Lord guide and
direct us in the way that He would
have us go, and keep us in the straight
and narrow and thine shall be the praise
forever and forever more. Amen.

H. L. ROGERS.
209 V/'est Pine Street
Palestine, Texas

Drln EorroRS AND Rnaonns oF THE
SIGNS oF rHE TIMES: Enclosed you
will flnd remittance for another two
years' subscription to the Signs which
a brother asked me to send in for him.
I am always speaking a good word for
the dear old family paper wherever I
go, and am happy when people ask me
to send in their subscriptions. I loan
my copies of old issues to others who
love to read them but cannot subscribe
because of these strenuous times.

I am so grateful to God that I am so
situated and have the privilege, the
health, and conveyance that I can at-
tend some church of our faith and order
every week end, which I usually do.
These meetings are the happiest mo-
ments of my life. The¡r, 'are spent in
the worship of a true and a living God
with those who love the sacred truth
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as it is in Christ Jesus. trVe hear the
same old sweet story of salvation by
grace and grace alone through our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Yet it is ever
new and refreshing to the '\ilayworn
traveler here below. It is both meat
and drink to him. It revives that hope
which is an anchor to the soul, both
sure and steadfast which entereth to
that within the veil. It is a haven of
rest to the weary soul who is tossed to
and fro by the cares of a tumultous
world.

The Lord has been indeed merciful
to the churches in this part of His vine-
yard. To my knowledge, He has brought
eight of His hungering, thirsty little
ones into the fold of three of the
churches of the Union Association in
the past two and one-half months-
two by letters from churches of other
associations and six by experience and
baptism. It has been my happy privi-
lege to attend three of the four baptis.
mal services. In April I saw a precious
brother baptized whose home for years
has been a haven for Primitive Bap-
tists. He had longed for a home in the
church for many years, but felt too un-
worthy to offer himself for membership.
Finally his burden become so great that
he was forced by the power of God to
go home to his friends on the second
Sunday in March and tell them what
great things the Lord had done for him.
The wind blew hard on the Saturday
afternoon he was baptized and the
vr'aves of the lake lashed high as he and
the minister walked into the water, but
the preacher said afterwards that it
was the easiest baptismal service that
he had ever performed.

A month later, at the same church,
not far from Houston, I saw two sisters
in the later years of life enter the water
together, assisted by pastor and deacon.
It was a beautiful scene to see them
buried in that liquid grave and raised

in newness of life, typifying the death,
burial and resurrection of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

On last Saturday and Sunday I at-
tended Corinth Church in an adjoining
County. lVhile there I witnessed some
scenes I shall never forget. On Satur-
day morning after the doors of the
church had been declared open for the
reception of members, a slender lad of
14 years went to the rostrum holding
up his arms to the pastor who stooped
down and embraced him. He cried so
hard for a few minutes and then be-
s¿ms s¿lrn-while the sobs of the mem-
bers could be heard throughout the
þ6usg-gvgryone was deeply affected by
the sight as most of them had known
the boy all his life. His forefathers on
both sides of the house were faithful
members years ago in the same old
church and a grandfather is now a dea-
con and is clerk of the church. He had
been reared in the environs of the
church and attended regularþ, his
mother being a member and his father
a believer. I could not hear-all he said,
but knew that he spoke the truth.when
he said he had always loved the dear
old church, and loved the doctrine of
God our Savior which the ministers
preached. IIe said he desired so much
to be baptized and to have a home with
the dear brethren and sisters. Every-
one was astounded to see the boy go
forth at this time, though all loved him
for his manly, quiet demeanor all his
life and felt that he would unite with
the church some day. He had sung
from his own hymnal ever since he
could read the hymns. He was different
from other children, preferring the com-
pany of the brethren and sisters to
children. Often he was the only child
seen in a group of older people. His
teacher was in attendance and was
greatly affected by the move the boy
had made. He told friends later that he
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wished all his pupils rryere as courteous,
considerate, and studious as Curtis
Wayne, the valedictorian of his eighth
grade graduation class. He said that
at all times his conduct was the nearest
perfect of any pupil he had ever had.

Saturday night when told of the boy's
joining the church, the father was
greatly disturbed and spent a tearful,
sleepless night. He had been impressed
for some time to unite with the church
but keenly felt his unworthiness. Sun-
day morning he told his wife that he
could not bear for lVayne to be baptized
without him. He dressed for baptism
before going to the creek and joined
at the water's edge. It was a sacred
sight that Sunday morning to see the
father and son standing in the water
beside the minister. The boy was im-
mersed first. Their countenances were
beautiful to behold as they were raised
up out of the water. Truly "A litUe
ehild shall lead them". The Spirit of
the Lord was with the pastor and he
preached a marvelous sermon at the
cþurch in continuation of the services
which were begun at the water's edge.

When the congregation assembled for
the communion services, the father and
son walked in together and took a front
seat. The father's arm rested on the
son's shoulders part of the time. Both
were calm. After the Lord's supper
was observed, the gray haired pastor
laid aside his garment, girded himself
with a towel, poured water into a basin
which he placed before the boy, and
kneeling, washed the feet of the young
brother. Later the lad washed his
pastor's feet. These experiences will
never be forgotten by either and the
beautiful pictures are engraved in the
minds and hearts of all who witnessed
them.

I heard many predictions as to the
future of the boy. He has planned a
high school and college education, but

God knows what lies before him and
we know that God's will must be done
in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitarìts of earth. Whatever comes,
I feel that Wayne will be given grace
to go forth into the paths of truth
and righteousness and follow his Lord
and Master through evil as well as good
report.

It is indeed a very rare occasion to
see one so young prefer the old church
to the modern so-called churches. which
attract the youth of our land because
of the social activities attached to these
societies, all sorts of allurements to
please the carnal mind. When asked
why he did not attend Sunday School
some time age by a teacher, the boy
replied, the bible says, "And they shall
not teach every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for all shall know me, from
the least to the greatest." He has de-
fended his belief whenever questioned
by friends and schoolmates, and has
chosen to follow the meek and lowly
Lamb and to suffer persecutions for His
name's sake rather than the joys and
pleasures of this world for a season.

As my mind has dwelt on the fore-
going scenes this week, I have been
made to meditate about the boys spoken
of in the bible, especially Joseph, David
and Christ. Christ at the age of twelve
years was found by his mother with
doctors and lawyers in the temple at-
tending to his Father's business. "I
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes."

As you kno\M, I seldom name the
people I write about, but because of the
unusual circumstances I ùill give the
Iad's name as some might want to write
him a few words of encouragement. He
is, Curtis Wayne Boyd, R. R. #1,
Athens, Texas.
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With Christian love to the Household
of Faith,

Your little Sister from Texas.
(Mrs.) VELMA JORÐAN FRENCH.

::< x

Star Route 4, Lamesà, Texas.
Dnan SrsrER FERGUSoN: Some way, I
rvish I could say or do something to
make your grief over the loss of our
beloved Brother Dodson easier to bear.
Truly he was à man after God's or.øn
heart. I never met him, I never heard
him preach, but I am the sister frorn
Texas who asked him to write on, "The
Identity of the Church". How I loved
to read his writings ! They were the
manna from heaven. He has probably
fed the sheep more abundantly than
most are blessed to do. My spirit joined
his in his writings and I could almost
hear him preaching. May God bless
you and all who ioved him to be recon-
ciled to God's will. I hope they wili
make a book of his editorials and other
articles in the Signs of tlt'e Times. I
think we would all like to have one. I
am sure at his call, Christ must have
said, "Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servanL", à:nd, I am sure he had
fought a good fight, the fight of faith.

He alrvays worked for peace and rvas
so agreeable with those he was not able
to see eye to eye with. Oh T,ord ! give
Lrs more lihe him, that pclce on earth
may abound and trouble cease. Let us
all look to God for consolation and be
glad he does not have to suffer any
more, but can abide in the sunshine of
God's love" He has lightened the bur-
dens of måny and rve feel assurecl his
l'eward is great.

I got my Signs to read after supper,
iny little family having gone into town,
and read all the pieces, as best I could
about his funeral. My family came in
and found me weeping profusely and
could not understand why I should weep
for one I had not l<norvn. In this na-

tural life f never met him, but to me,
he was an elder brother, one I could go
to in perfect confldence with my spiritu-
al desires. May another be put on the
Signs who can also carry a banner of
love for God's children, one we can go
to when we feel we must go to some
one for enlightenment. We are not all
gifted to find in the scriptures the true
meaning and have to go beg of those
to r'vhorn the Lord has given light and
horv lovingly he rvrote to us as though
we were his special charge. We know
he had no other God and his love for
his brethren was great. He rnade us
feel his love for each of God's poor. I
hnor,v we have lost a good friend and
we also know God can raise up others.

God give us all grace to say, "Thy
Will be done". A sister in hope.

(Mrs) LAURA 
*WOMACK"

Elder T. A. Wall
Bivins, Texas
Dn¿,n FnmND AND Bnornnn rN CHRrsr,
I sopp:

Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after riglnteousness: for they
shall be frlled.

tr don't know why I shoutrd write you
or anyone about my troubles, but for
some unknown reason tr have hacl a
longing for a very long time to pour
my heart out to you and now it seems
I can no longer put it off. f, within my-
self, had rather not even thinh on
spiliiiral things, but there is no rest
or pea3e for rne when the spirit is ab-
sent, and that is most of the time. For
many years I have felt there is some-
thing amiss lvith ol: in me ancl I pray
the Lord will guide my hand so you
rvill understand what I am trying to
say.

For quite a r,vhile I have felt im-
pressed to relate to yott some of the
things rvhich at times, often far be-
tween, are sweeter than all the world
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to me, and the scripture quoted at the
beginning of this letter constitutes the
very foundation of any little hope I
may have that the Lord has ever dealth
with me in a spirit of mercy and grace.

It all began when I was â very young
boy, at which time there would come
grave doubts as to my eternal welfare
and I would begin to do my best to live
a better life and gain favor with my
Creator, trying all the while to pray
and making all kinds of promises to do
better and cease to live a sinful life.
Still, things grew more and more de-
pressive and I sank further and further
into desperation, still trying to believe
and hope that somehow I would be able
to work out my own salvation-but not
with fear and trembling-as I now am
sure the true meaning of fear (love)
and trembling (humility) was foreign
to me at thaL time. Each time I would
open the Bible to try to find some com-
fort I would, instead, find something
which sank me further into Hell. I was
in a terrible state, the most miserable
of all creatures, and the worst part of
it all was I had been unable to do any-
thing about it. This feeling of depra-
vity continued to grow worse and worse
through the years and almost daily peti-
tions to my Maker and oceans of tears
gained me no surcease and the con-
stantly hounding realization that I was
justly condemned by a just God.

Just as this torture was becoming un-
bearable and I had lost all hope f was
at home âlone, swimming in tears be-
cause f had by then been made to know
there was nothing I could do. Oh, how
I longed for the peace of mind and the
goodness and the righteousness I saw
in others. Everyone was better than
myself and I was crying out and justly
condemmed soul. For some reason f
\Mas possessed to pick up the Bible
again. Where do you think it opened?
Matthew 5:6, and the blessed words,

"Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled" struck me squarely in
the face. That scripture must have been
directed to my attention by a higher
power, f cried, "For no man has ever
hungered and thirsted after righteous-
ness more than I have," and at that
moment I was fllled and began to shout
praises to Hosannah white tears of joy
coursed down my cheeks, the first and
only relief I had ever had; for my heart
was indeed filled to overflowing with
the blessed assurance that God loved
me and that Jesus had shed his blood
for me. f was never so happy in all my
life as I felt all the self-righteousness
I had been carrying in my heart change
to filthy rags and replaced with mercy
from on High, for only through mercy
from a merciful God and Savior could
such blessed relief been found.

Since that day I have been sometimes
in the mountain tops but most of the
time deep in the valley of sorrow and
doubt. For why should any one so
base and sinful as I even hope that God
would stoop low enough to speak to my
heart, yet there have been fleeting
moments when I have been made to
see the great mysteries of God's eternal
plan of salvation which He has revealed
unto babes but hid from the wise and
prudent. The memories of these fleet-
ing moments are the most precious
treasures of my life, and oh, for more
and more of them. One such incident
took place about a yeàt: ago while read-
ing the Bible. All at once my attention
was drawn from what I was reading
to what appeared to be a host of evil
beings closing in upon me and entirely
surrounding me. I recognized them as
enemies of my soul who had come to
r,vreak vengence upon me. Just at that
moment a voice came to me saying:
"Fear not; thy name is written in the
Lamb's book of life." What rejoicing



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 275

and ecstâsy, and what the neighbors
thought of my shouting I don't know,
yet I have never been able to under-
stand it all except to hope and believe
at times that it had something to do
with assuring my poor trembling soul
that I had been born again.

Now, with all this background and
all the trials and tribulations of, at
times, a contrite heart and a broken
spirit, with all those hopes and fears-
hope that the Lord had touched my
heart and fear t]nat it was all a miser-
able mistake on my part, with all this
I have labored and wandered for more
than 40 years trying to find a place
of rest and an earthly haven for this
weary traveler. I have never found
the church where I did not feel as
though I would be a disgrace to it and
to the brethren and sisters. About two
years ago I had a longing to hear the
hymn, "When I can Read my Titles
Clean:", and felt that if I ever heard
it in church again that would be a sure
sign that I belonged there. I heard it
in Prospect Church at the Association
but it left me cold and not a crumb of
comfort did I get out of it, so I am still
a wanderer on the face of the earth,
without an earthly home, borne down
by cares and weighted down with sor-
rows, yet for some reason I can't ex-
plain hardly ever going to hear the
gospel preached. Heard Elder Lambert
at Good Hope two weeks ago and fully
intended going to Providence last Sun-
day, but just did not do it. I hope I
believe all this is the Lord's own doing
and that it is all for good to them that
love the Lord, to those that are the
called according to His purpose, and I
also hope I reahze that tribulations
worketh patience: patience experience :

and experience hope; because of the
love of God which is shed abroad in our
hearts. Surely, I am the most miserable
of men, but like the time back in my

youth, f can do nothing about it.
I shall be most happy to have a few

lines from you if you ever feel so dis-
posed. The things set forth in this tet-
ter have been on my mind and I have
had a desire to write them to someone
for quite awhile. Pray that the grace
of God may comfort and sustain me in
all my dark hours thatl may be enabled
to share a few crumbs from his bounti-
ful table of love.

Unworthily yours and the chief of all
sinners

D. W. WHITE
1718 Kenwood Blvd.,

* Yunolu,ru'
To rnu Rnaonns oF THE Srçus:

I would like to write a few lines to
those fellow travelers, whom to know
is to love. So the blessed Savior said,
"A new commandment I give unto you
that ye love one another." When he
speaks it stands fast.

I believe it says in my Bible that He
will be with us in so many troubles and
will not forsake us in so many more.
I know this is true, for by God's grace
I have a few of my own. I surely could
.not even stand if He did not hold me
up. Oh, how I wish I could give unto
those who despair some of the comfort
I have received. But He is the Giver
and Comforter. I am glad of this.

Our house burned the second of May
and the same night my father died. I
dreamed I was with him and took his
hands in mine and sang "Oh Come my
Savior, Come Away." I dreamed he
said, "Mary, the window is open and I
am going out." The next morning they
told me he was gone. I was so upset I
had to go to the hospital for a week. But
what I want to say is this, I could feel
the blessed presence of the Master with
me. The shock of his death was almost
too much as my heart is bad. I do know
that it was only God's hand that held
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me up, ând I have found out again it
is sweeter than honey in the comb when
He is with us. Then the storm is peace,
the darkness is light, and the crooked
paths are straight, not will will be; but
they are.

I do not care what anyone says about
our being able to do, or let God do, for
I know we âre only worms of the dust
and can do nothing, not even breathe
without God's porver moving us. When
I hear or read of people telling of the
things they do and the things they let
God do; I think of the book of Job
where it says, "Who is this that dark-
eneth counsel with words without
knowledge ?" They do not even have
knowledge let alone wisclorn and Gocl
knows I have not either. Otherwise
He would not pick me up and shake me
so many times and say "This is the
way, walk ye in it."

Last August my husbancl was bap-
tized and joined the Riffe Church and
that rvas one of the sweetest blessings
to me. I rejoiced so much that he has
been given the Light that no darkness
of this world can dim. We are a long
way from a church and yet so hungry
at times till we almost despair. When.
we get a letter or the SIGNS it is like
a cool drink in a shady place in the
desert. In the midst of our troubles we
still can say, "God moves in a myste-
rious way, His wonders to perform, IIe
plants His footsteps on the sea and
rides upon the storm." No, not a single
shaft can hit until the God of love
sees fit.

It has always been my prayer since
I was a little girl that I would see Gocl,
and then I, flnally, realized it was not
possible to see Him; then I slowly began
to desire to know Him. Now I think
I can begin to reahze we can not know
Him, for it is too much for our mortal
bodies and minds to stand. Now I hope
my prayer is, He will give me such as

I have need for and unto my loved ones
the same. Surely this is so much more
than tr deserve.

I hope the nerv Editor of the SIGNS
will be upheld by God and kept in
straight paths for his precious sake.
I know it is my prayer that such will
be the case. I know we are nothing
and it matters not what we think, but
the Truths we hope we believe in are
precious, indeed. I hope if it is taken
from me that God does away with me
for I will be useless for sure, then.

MARY L. trCKARD

:k :r. Bivins' Texas

Route 3, Hurricane, W. Va.
Dpan Er,npn BrRD: It has been on my
mind for quite a while to write you but
I do not know what to say that would
interest you. First, I hope you and
Bessie are well, Mary is no better.

I have wanted to tell you something
about myself, what I saw sometime
back. I was on my bed one night with
eyes closed, not asleep. I walked out
in the yard, it was day out there, I was
still on bed, but while I was standing
there, a nice dressed young man came
to me with a smile, he had a suit case
in each hand, and said, "If I would fall
down and worship him, he would give
it all to me." It took no effect upon
me. The word came to me what the
blessed Savior said to Peter, "Get thee
behind me, Satan", Mark 8:33. Never
saw him any more. I saw a large rock
in front of me, it was as smooth as
glass, had diamonds all over it, I was
moved up to it, put my hand on the rock
and some unseen po\Ã¡er raised me on
top and set me on a ridge over to the
left in a beautiful grove and such a fine
building and happy people. I only got
a glimpse, tried so hard to see more
plainly but could not. I begged my un-
seen guide to show me something else.
f was led on farther. f saw another



SIGI\S OF THE TIMES 277

building, more beautiful than the flrst,
but only a glimpse and the most happy
people and beautiful flowers. I tried
so hard to see in full, but could not. I
begged my guide to show me something
else. I was led on uP a grade and came
to a narrow gate. I could see back a
little way, as in a large fleld, and as far
as I could see, the fleld was full of sheep.
I asked my guide to take me in, he said,
"You cannot go in there until you cross
the river of death." I was on mY bed,
had not dropped off to sleeP, had not
heard any noise.

It makes me think of the woman who
was in the crowd and had an issue of
blood for twelve years, had spent all her
living but could not be healed. (Is this
some of my good works, that I had
done ?)

I have had manY serious thoughts
about what I saw in that vision' some-
times it has given some relief. I am
afraid it is iust tne, and that is all
there is to it.

God bless You all.
D. O. SLOAN.

Dpnn EorroJ o" ,"t Jr"*. oF rHE
Truns: Find enclosed $3 to PaY for
another year's subscription for the
paper, as it is all the preaching I hear.
I do enjoy it so much. It contains what
I hope I believe. It is so far from here
to any church that I seldom get to go.

I have had a name with the Old
School Baptist 49 years, getting too old
to get about bY mYself, mY eyes are
getting dim, but I can read the Signs
very well and it is a great pleasure to
me. If I am saved, it is bY the mercies
of our dear Savior, for there is nothing
good that I can do.

Yours in hope of a better world.
(M*rs.) Ì. ". f"DANIEL

Dnan Srn:
The SIGNS is the best PaPer Pub-

lished if I know my poor heart. I love
the doctrine it contends for. You will
flnd enclosed Post Office money order
for three dollars for mY renewal.

I am also sending you a letter written
to me from a friend David White, which
I would be glad to see it published in
the SIGNS, that others might enjoy
reading it.

As ever, unworthY little brother
Elder T. A. WALL

Mount Pleasant, Texas
***

To rn¡ Rrlonns oF rHE SIGNS:
Since taking over as Editor of The

"Signs" we have received many letters
of encouragement, and Co-operation.
Whether all are acknowledged personal-
ly or not I want each one who has lent
a helping hand to know it has been
highly appreciated. I have made mis-
takes, and will doubtless make more,
but will try to eliminate them as much
as possible.

Any suggestions You may have will
be appreciated. The paper belongs to
you, and I am only your humble servant.

Many have sent in new subscriptions,
and these are a lot of help. Every year
there are a number who Pass away,
whosetnames are dropped from the list.
Many are very Old of our readers, and
will not be with us long, according to
nature. To continue the PaPer new
subscribers must flll in the gap. If each
one who loves the "Signs" would make
a special effort to secure just one new
subscriber, or send us the name of some
one who you think would be interested
in the paper it would help' How about
sending it to your sons and daughters;
would they not appreciate it. Or send-
ing it as a Christmas gift to some
friend.

I am thankful to report that the work
so far has been encouraging, I humbly
desire an interest in your petition at a
throne of Grace. EDITOR.
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Elder David V. Spangler,
DnNR, BROTHnR,

If I am worthy to call you brother.
If it is the Lord's will, I will try and
write what I hope the Lord's dealings
have been with me.

In the year 1903, I was seventeen
years old. One night I was sitting on
one side of the house, my father and
my mother were at the other end of the
hall singing, "What Wonderous Love is
This". I had a very peculiar feeling
comg over me, like I never had before.
I went on and did not think very much
about it; but never could forget it.

Three years afterwards I was sick
with Typhoid Fever and was in bed
about three months. When I got able to
get up I was not very strong. I went
for about seven years trying one doc-
tor and then another. They did me lots
of good; but I never did get strong like
other people; which worried me very
much.

I was twenty-seven years old and had
never had a dollar to call mine. My
father had taken care of me up to that
time. I did not worry so much about
my sinful condition. I just wanted to
get well and able to work. By this time
I had got able to work some; but could
not do heavy work. One day I was
working in the field picking up limbs
and trash which had fallen from the
trees. I worked and strained myself
until I was completely knocked out. I
sat on a log for about half of the eve-
ning. I looked back over my past life
and it seemed tlnal everything y¡as
against me, that God was against me,
too. It seemed I would never amount
to anything in this world, nor in the
world to come. I could not see anything
but destruction. I went to the house
about dark and just before I got to the
barn I went to singing a song,

"Lord What of All my Suffering here,
If Lord thou count me meet,

With that enraptured host appear,
and worship at thy feet,

Give joy or grief, give ease or pain,
take life or friends away;

But let me flnd them all again
in that eternal day".
Then for a few minutes it seemed

that it made no difference what my life
was, how much I suffered in this world,
just so I was counted in that eternal
Day.

I believe or rather hope the Lord
revealed to me that I would be counted
in that one day, and would live forever.
That was in 1912 when this took place
with me. Before then I would go to
church, sit on the front seat and help
them sing. I thought I was as good as
any of them. After then I would sit
back in the middle of the house. I felt
like I was not fit to be in the house and
f was sure I was not fit to help them
sing. I quit going to meeting very
much for about ten years. I was afraid
somebody would flnd out that there had
been a change in my tife. I did not want
anybody to know it.

In 1925 I threw my hip out of place
and could not go to church for about
three years. During this time I read
all the back numbers of the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES that my father had; him
being an Old School Baptist.

I would go off to myself and read and
cry and I did not want anyone to see
me reading them. I told my father what
little experience I had. He told me to
go and talk to the church about it.

I have been going to meeting as
regular as any member for the past
twenty years and have had a desire to
unite with them often; but did not join
until two years ago last June. When I
did join the church they were having
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a three day meeting at Prospect church
in Bowie County, Texas. I don't think
I ever enjoyed a meeting any better.

On Saturday night I stayed with an
old Brother John Burkhalter. I told
him I did not have any idea that I would
ever join the church.

I had got to the place I did not think
the Lord would have such a vile sinner
as I felt myself to be in the church;
but the next day Brother W. A. Speer
from Eldorado, Ark. preached the last
sermon, and told about what a good
meeting we had had. He described my
feelings better than I could myself. I
thought if they opened the doors of the
church that I would join. When they
opened the doors, I had decided I would
not join. There was a lady who came
asking for a home with them, a Sister
Huggins, that I had known all my life,
and really loved her for truths sake. I
lost all control of myself, and the next
thing I knew I was up there shaking
hands with Brother Wall and told a
little of what I have tried to write. I
was received.

I hope the Devil was put in the back-
ground for a little while. That was the
happiest time of my life, to think that
those people so freely welcomed me in
the church; one of the greatest sinners
that ever lived in this sin cursed world.
Sister Huggins and myself were bap-
tised the fourth Sunday June, 1949 by
a Brother T. A. WalÌ. A day I will al-
ways be proud of and never regret.

I sure do enjoy reading the SIGNS
OF THE TIMES, and want to take
them as long as I live in this world. I
had rather be with the children of God,
go to meeting, mix, and mingle with
them, hear them preach and help them
sing; than anything I know in this
world. It is the greatest thing in this
life, for a hell deserving sinner like me.

I do not know whether this is an
experience of Grace or not; but it is

all I have, and will be when my time
comes to leave this world. I am a very
poor man financially and spiritually,
been affiicted for forty-six years; but
if I am counted in that eternal Day, it
is enough and it is all right.

I hope you and the other Editors will
live for many years yet, to carry on the
SIGNS OF THE TIMES. If this is not
worthy of a place in the paper just
throw it in the waste basket and all will
be well.

I remain a very little brother if one
at a1\. B. F. HARPER

Atlanta, Texas

Dothan, Ala.
Elder David Spangler
Editor of the SIGNS OF THE TIMÐS
Dnan BnorHER SPANGLER,

I am enclosing a check for $5.00 to
pay for a subscription to the SIGNS of
the TIMES for two years.

Of all the papers I have had the
privilege to read that were devoted to
the Old School Baptist cause I think the
SIGNS is the best and the soundest.
Sometimes in reading the letters from
the various writers I am made to think
of the assertions of the apostle Paul in
his letter to the Ephesians.

Paul begins his letter by saying,
"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
will of God, to the saints which are at
Ephesus and to the faithful in Christ
Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from
God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ."

After telling the saints at Ephesus
and the faithful in Christ Jesus that
God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ had blessed them, and to what
extent, and why he had blessed them,
and why (according to his choice of
thern in Christ Jesus before the founda-
tion of the world. AIl the assertions of
Paul, such as God's predestination,
adoption, praise to the glory of His
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gra"ce, redemption, and forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of ,b{is
grace.

I-Ie then begins the second chapter
by saying: "And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins;"
Farther on in the same chapter he says,
"But God who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith he loved us, Even
when we were dead in sins, hath quick-
ened us together with Christ, (by
Grace ye are saved;) And hath raised
us up together, and made us sit togeth-
er in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
That in the ages to come he might show
the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ
.fesus."

Dear brother, God's knowledge was
great enough to see and comprehend
all things and his wisdom was great
enough, deep enough, and rich enough
to arrange or rnake secure all things
to the good of his elect, chosen in
Christ before the found.ation of the
world.

The assertions of Pau.l to saints at
Ephesus and the faithful in Christ
Jesus includes all of the elect from
Áciam bo the end of time for we read
that he stood us a lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.

We could quote many places in the
old testament where the riches of his
grace had been shown to servants of
God, in his l<indness toward them
through Christ Jesus but it would get
these meditations of mine too lengthy.
I will just quote a few instances as
recorded in the new testament.

There was the raising of Lazarus,
together with many instances of heal-
ing the sick, opening the eyes of the
blind, causing the lame to walk, and
rnany others during Christ's stay on
earth.

Then r,¡e note the appearânce of Jesus
to Paul or (Saul of Tarsus) making

him to love the things he once hated
ancl hate the things he once loved.
Then the kindness through the richness
of his grace shown him rescuing him
from the hands of his enemies until he
hacl performed or accomplished all that
was assigned to him.

Since the words 'in the ages to come'
means to day as same as yesterday or
any other day, we are made to feel that
the riches of his grace is being shown
forth, exceeding riches which shows
forth to me exceeds all other riches; in
his kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus today.

When a poor, defenseless sinner
realizes his condition and realizes there
is nothing he can do to bring God under
a,ny obligation to him, having tried
keeping the law (take ten command-
ments) the law being our school master
and Christ being the end of the law for
righteousness to them that believe. Then
they are made to know the exceeding
riches of his gra"ce and to know that
it is through Christ Jesus who made
the sacriflce, paid the whole debt, by
dying in our stead. After we have been
quickened from our state of death in
trespasses and sins we get very often
like the Psalmist David was when he
aslc God to "Restore unto me the joy
of thy salvation; and uphold me with
thy free spìrit."

God never fails us in times of need
but is constantly renewing by his
snirit. The blessed redeemer Christ
himself promised his deciple that "I am
with you always" even to the end of the
world,"

If you find anything in this that you
think will be any comfort to any of the
household of faith, you may publish it.
If not cast it aside and it will be all
riç"ht.

Your unworthy brother and yoke
lcrother in Christ, I hope

Elder J. A. TEW
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Dn,tn BRornnR,

I can't think we can bless material
things in the sense that God blesses.
There àre a gteat many references
where God being the agent. Also God
being the object and where man being
'uhe agent and object. All seems to be to
the praise of God. I wonder sometimes
if I am a pessmist, I know God will
raise up true servants and witnesses to
go forth in His name, but I do love the
old time preaching when theY were
taught by hardships their dependence
was wholly in God. Yes we do have
some yet that give God all Power and
not limit the Honly One of Israel, as
they did in the wilderness yet God did
bless them and have comPassion on
them. We are commanded to watch
and pray. Do we watch enough and
pray as often as we should'

I have wondered if the desire to pray
is not in our hearts if it is a time prayer
or just lip services. I know I have been
made to fall on my knees and Pour out
my heart in gratitude and thankful-
ness to Him who is my all and in all.
Maybe all of us cannot see eye to eYe

on some scriptures but brotherly love
should continue. We should have fer-
vent charity also for each other.

May God bless you and all editors and
writers for the SIGNS. PraY for me.

Christian love
Mrs. J. R. McAJEE

***
DEAR BnEtunEN,

I get so much pleasure out of reading'
the good experimental and doctornal
pieces. I find they have traveled a lot
of the sâme rugged and dark rciad that
I have traveled and that I a(n still
traveling. Often it seems that the older
I get the darker my road seems to be.
Sometimes it gets so dark and gloomy
that I am made to say Oh wretched man
that I am who shall deliver me from

the body of this death? If I could be
like some people who tell me that they
know they are saved. I tell you my dear
friends if it wasn't for my blessed little
hope I would be one man most miser-
able. I hear a person say that he knows
he is saved; I don't get any comfort
from that kind of talk.

I feel the Lord has been better to
me than I deserve. If I am saved it is
by the grace of God.

MANCE BROWN
Providence, Ky.

{<**

Dprn BnprHREN,
I have often prayed that when our

ministers go among the churches that
they might be refreshed in spirit as we
are who hear the joyful gospel sound
and I feel a depth of gratitude to our
Lord that He puts it into the hearts of
His servants to come proclaiming what
the Lord has prepared for him. We
know and rejoice with the preacher
when he has been given great liberty
and his words come with power for it
is the Lord speaking through his ser-
vant.

Yet it is not always at these times
that we are given the hearing ear. "A
word fltly spoken is like apples of gold
in a picture of silver." Pv:.25-71.

Often when the minister feels that
what he has tried to declare has been
very unsatisfactory is when some hun-
gry soul has eaten that spiritual food
that God alone can provide, and drank
from that fountain which is Christ.
How comforting to feel, if only at times,
the sweet assurance that we are par-
takers of the Savior's pardoning love,
and know t]nat it is by His grace only
that we are made one with Him and
will never forsake us.

Yours in hope
Mrs. LYDIA MASON

El Dorado, Ark.



282 SIGNS OF THE TIMES
ANNIÄ.POtr,IS, MD DECE\rBER, 1951

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Subscription price $3 per year-$5 two years

Published each rnonth bA
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Established 1832

Devoted to the Old School Baptist Cause

BUSINESS OFFICE
Annapolis, Maryland

Editor
Elder David V. Spangler, Rt. 2, Annapolis,.Md.

Assistant Editor
Elder J. D. Wood l. P. O. Box 186 Manassas, Va.

Associate Editors
Elder W. D. Griffin, Box 4, Covin, Ala,

Elder E. J. Lambert
306 Richardson St., Winnsboro, Texas

Elder H. O. Nash
431 llardendorf Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga.

AII letters for this paper should, be ad,-
dressecl cmd renxittances nxade pa,Aable

to
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, INC.

P. 0. Box 86 Annapolis, Md.

EDITORIAL
..THE STEPS OF A GOOD MAN ARE

ORDERED BY THE LORD-''
The expression that heads this article

is found in Psalms 37 :23. We trust that
we have learned by experience and
revelation the truthfulness of this state-
ment. There was a time in our sojourn
here that we could not receive this as a
true statement. We thought we could
order, command, decree, or perform our
own steps within and of ourselves. We
thought this was the right way and that
we possessed the ability to direct our
steps aright. But, alas ! we found by
sad experience that this was the way
that seemeth right unto a man but the
end thereof âre the ways of deathl In
our desperation we were made to cry
out as the prophet, "O Lord, I know the
way of man is not in himself : it is not
in man that walketh to direct his steps."
(Jer: 10:23.) We did not know this
until we had tried with ail our might
to walk aright and every trial met with

defeat. All of our own devising was
fruitless. Then we were made to trust
no longer in ourselves for deliverance;
v,/e were forced to look to another source
for salvation; .we were made to cry to
God; and, He heard our cry ! We trust
that we experienced the deliverance as
recorcled in Psalms 40:2 "He brought
me up, also, out of an horrible pit, out
of the miry clay, and set my FEET upon
a rock, and ESTABLISHED My GO-
INGS.''

Have you ever been in an horrible pit
and tried to walk when your feet were
in the miry clay? Your feet slip and
slide so that you cannot direct your
steps. Every trial leads you deeper into
the rrire until you are stuck. It is in
this helpless condition that you pray
for deliverance. When the Lord hears
your cry and brings you up out of the
pit and miry clay and sets your feet
upon a firm foundation and directs your
steps-you are, then, made to agree
with Proverbs 16:9 "A man,s heart
deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth
his steps."

Is it your experience that you have
to be shown again and again these
things? My experience is that this
primitive experience was not sufficient
to make me to be at all times conscious
of my dependence upon Him. Some-
times, it seems, that God graces me with
a godly walk for a period of time and
my body is kept under subjection and I
begin to gloat over my steadfastness in
my walk and feel that I shall never
stray from the paths of righteousness.
Then I âm brought to my true status
and made to embrace the language as ex-
pressed in Psalms 73:2 "But as for me,
my feet were ålmost gone; my steps had
well nigh slipped". I notice in Psalms
37:24 regarding the good man of the
text the psalmist says, "Though he fall,
hê shall not be utterly cast down: for
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the Lord upholdeth him with His hand".
If I know what this fall is I have experi-
enced it many times in my pilgrimage
here.. I believe Peter experienced it
when Satan was permitted to sift him
as wheat. Jesus did NOT tell Petei': I
have prayed that YOU fail not; but,
"I have prayed that THY FAITH fail
not". Peter failed to do that he had
avowed to do. He desperately failed
but that Faith that had been given him
by the Lord was not faith in Peter but
faith in JESUS CHRIST. These falls
are destined to strengthen our faith in
Him who is able to deliver us from these
terrible conditions. These falls enable
us to rejoice in the mighty Hand of the
Lord that upholds us so that we shall
not be utterly cast down.

We read in Psalms 37:31 of a good
man that: "The law of his God in his
heart: none of his steps shall slide".
None of his steps shall slide because
God orders by His law; directs by His
spirit; and, enables and performs for
him by "working in him both to will
and to do of His good pleasure". We
are informed by Proverbs 16:1 that the
preparations of the heart in man and
the answer of the tongue is of the Lord.
According to the scriptures He takes
from us the stony heart; gives us a
heart of flesh; writes His law in our
heart; and, enables the heart to believe
and the tongue to confess by the direct
operation of His Holy Spirit. It is no
wonder that none of the steps of God's
children shall slide when we consider
that He is so gracious to them bY es-
tablishing their goings and causing
them to know from whom cometh their
strength !

We want to consider no\M some of the
steps that are ordered by the Lord. The
steps that God orders would not be the
steps that man would voluntarily take
upon his own initiative. Man would
naturally try to escape the first step

that we shall mention. We maintain
that man is not able or desirous to take
any of them.

Suffering must be a step for we read
in I Peter 2:21 "For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also
SUFFERED for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should FOLLOW HIS
STEPS". This emphatically states that
you are CALLED to suffering. Suffer-
ing is necessary in order that we reign
with Him according to II Tim. 2:12.
The writer to the Hebrews in speaking
concerning Jesus said, "Though He
were a Son, yet learned He obedience
by the things which He SUFFERED
and being made perfect, He became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them
that OBEY HIM". (Heb. 5:8-9) Suf-
fering was necessary in order that
Jesus learn obedience. Suffering is
necessary for us in order that we
OBEY. We learn obedience by the
things which we suffer. Were it not for
suffering we would yet be satisfled with
our own righteousness and ability.
Severe affiictions were blessings in dis-
guise, causing us to realize the filthiness
of ourselves and our need of Him and
His guidance, love, and mercy. "Not
only so, but we glory in tribulations
also: knowing that TRIBULATIONS
worketh PATIENCE; and patience,
EXPERIENCE; and experience,
HOPE; and hope MAKETH NOT
ASHAMED; because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given to us.

Yes, severe affiictions work patience

-the next step the Lord orders. We are
brought into humble submission to His
ruling. He causes us to be still and
know that He is God. (Ps. 46:10). He
makes us to know that He works all
things after the counsel of His own will.
We are made to be content with our
lot and reconciled to His will. We are
blessed to endure hardships and con-
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stantly look to Him for deliverance.

Experience is the next step recorded
by the apostle. After that we have been
caused to suffer until we have been
made to patiently wait upon Him-then
we begin to experience and realize llne
hand of God in the matter. He comes
to our rescue and begins to manifest
Himself as our deliverer. We experi-
ence His g'r:àce, loving-kindness and
tender mercy. We begin to look upon
Him as our Rock, our Refuge, and our
hiding place. He has stilled the tempest,
calmed our minds, arrd delivered us
from trusting in self and has caused
us to look to the merits of the blessecl
Son of God for our salvation. This has
workecl a HOPE.

We are not yet delivered from sin for
v¿e find that sin is mixed with all we
do and "When we would do good evil
is present with us". We earnestly desire
and expect -some day to be delivered
from even the presence of sin through
the merits of Jesus and the amazing
grace of Almighty God. This is the hope
of God's children. "For we are saved
by HOPE: but hope that is seen is not
hope:'for what a'man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for? but:if we hopefor that
wc see not, then do we with patience
WAIT for jt." (Rom. 8:24-6) When
blessed to be in the sweet embrace of
His love we realize-"Which HOPE we
have as an anchor of the soul, both
SURE and STEADFAST, and which
enteieth into that within' the veil".
(Heb. 6:19) This hope MAKETH l{OT
ASHAMEÐ.

The subjects u'ho have been ordered
to take the above stated steps are not
embarrassed to owir Him as their total
Saviour. Jesus will not,kie ashamed of
us because tve are made not ashamed
of Him. We are not of them that Jesus
referred to as recorded in Mark B:38
"Whosoever therefore shall be
ASHAMtrD of me and of my wor.ds in

this adulterous and sinful generation;
of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory
of his father with the Holy angels."
Do you consider it a disgrace to believe
and avow that God is sovereign over all
things ? Do you blush in contending for
the doctrine of salvation solely by grace
through the merits of Jesus ?

"Ashamed of Jesus ! Sooner far
Let 'evening blush to own a star;
ftre sheds the beams of light divine
O'er this benighted soul of mine.
Ashamed of Jesus ! yes .I may,
When I've no guilt to wash awa¡r,
No tear to wipe, no good to crave,
No'fears to quell, nô soul to save."

' ,, , :.GREGG .

Repentance is a'stêp:that is ordered
by the Lord. No :doùbt,Ephraim of .old
tiied' to repent of himsetfrthereby order:
ing his own. step. He',csrtâinly -:was

unsuccessful in the attemþt ârrd,-wãs
rriade to cry to God, .". . Trirn thou
me anel"I shall be turned; for thou art
the Lord;rmy God. .Surel)rrafter that I
was turned, I repented. ." (Jer. 81:
1B-9) You see that repentance must
be ordered by the Lord. When it is so
orderecl it is sure. It is certain because
Christ gives it to spiritual Israel for
it is recorcled in Acts 5:31 "Him hath
God exalted with his right hand to be
a Prince and a Saviour,''for to GIVE
RtrPENTANCE to Israel, the forgive*
ness of sins. When God revealed Him-
self to Job it caused him to say, I abhor
myself ; I repent in dust and ashes"
(Job 42:6) We arie made to hate sin
and pray for deliverance from it.

Faith is a step that is ordered by the
Lord. Faith is the evidence of the new
bilth. "Whosoever. believeth that Jesus
is the Christ is born of God" (I John
5:1) The faith that was once delivered
to the ,sáintÉ is the trust in the three-
onc God. Do you have faith jn the
Father who chose His people in the,
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Son; predestinated them unto salva-
tion; made all the provisions for their
salvation; and who is so perfect in
power and wisdom that none of His
decrees shall fail but all shall have the
desired affects-all things were or-
dained by Him and for the perfecting
of His grand purpose, the salvation of
His people? Do you possess faith in
that Son who accomplished all the re-
quirements of the law for you; tooh
your sins upon Himself, paid the pen-
alty, satisfied justice by shedding His
blood for you: is now at the right hand
of God's Throne making intercessions
for you according to the Father's will?
Have you been made to feel the calming
influence of the Holy Spirit that reveals
these things to you that the Father has
designed and the Son has accomplished?
Has the Comforter ever soothed your
aching heart and made you to cry with
joy, "My redeemer liveth"? This faith
is the gift of God, "For by grace are
ye saved through FAITH; and that
(faith) not of yourselves: it (faith) is
the GIFT of God." (Eph. 2:8) We find
by reading further that it is not of
works but unto good works. So, the
next step we find ordered by the Lord
is GOOD WORKS.

These good works are the results of
that faith which is a living or working
faith-not the dead faith spohen of by
James 2:17 "Even so faith, if it hath
not works is dead, being alone. This
living faith activates the subjects and
causes them to" . . . warm them that are
unruly, comfort the feebleminded, sup-
port the weak, be patient toward all
men. See that none render evil for evil
unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good, both among yourselves,
and to all men. (I Thes. 5:'J.4-5). When
it pleases God to work in us both to
will and to do of His good pleasure a
godly walk is the result and our con-
versation is godly. All these good works

are inspired by faith and motivated by
LOVE.

We love God because He first loved
us. (I John 4:19). He did not love us
because we loved Him for-"Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propituation for our sins. (I John
4:10) We are not capable of loving
divinely until He manifests His love
toward us in giving us this divine love
by the Holy Spirit. Then, we love Him
and love one another. It is an order
of God that we love one another and
this order is effectual. He said through
the mouth of the prophet, "So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it. Love is one of
the fruits of the Spirit and is made
manifest in the lives of God's children.
Those who are not born of the Spirit
act solely upon selfish desires in hope
of reward or in fear of punishment.
Those born of the Spirit are stimulated
by love in their actions to one another.
Love is a step that is ordered by God.
Love is the law He indelibly imprinted
in this new heart of yours.

Many of'God's children are ordered
to follow their Lord in being baptized
in water which is an outward mani-
festation and figure of being enveloped
by the body of Jesus-being IN HIM
as He accomplished the law, paid the
penalty of death, and was resurrected.
(See Romans 6:3) Baptism in water
is an outward manifestation of being
enveloped and immersed in repentance.
Baptism in water is signifying a hope
of the mortal body being some day
baptized with immoúality. As baptism
into Jesus and His death by God creat-
ing them IN Him was the entrance into
the Church universal-so then, baptism
in water is the proper entrance into the
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church militant.

God orders, directs, inspired ancl em-
porrers His children in the steps of
singing, praying, preaching, commun-
ing, and doing all that is becoming to
saints. \¡-lhen He says, "sing", we sing
with the Spirit and understanding.
When He says, "prãy", we pray with-
out ceasing. When He says, "p!:eàch",
we preach the Word. When He directs
us to teach we teach transgressors His
ways. When He directs us to RUN
we are enabled to lay aside every weight
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us and run with patience the race that
is SET before us-looking only to
JESUS as the AUTHOR and FINISH-
ER of our faith.

Time, space, nor ability will permit
tis to put in words our many thoughts
upon this great subject. We have brief-
ed the steps mentioned. Many steps
that arrested our thoughts have not
been written in this manuscript. Suffice
it to say, we trust that God will bless
these few hints to your comfort and
edification. May He stir up your pure
minds to recall the many steps in your
éxperience that God has ordered. I
desire to close this article on "THE
STtrPS OF A GOOD MAN ARtr
ORDERtrD BY THE LORD" by quot-
ing Philippians 1:6 "Being confident of
this very thing, that He which hath
begun a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ."

E. J. LAMBtrRT

Ruffin, N. C.
Bplovnn oF GoD, Cgosnx aNn
PRncrous,

Today as I take my pen in hand
desiring to address you may I hope God
is in the matter. If he is not may you
cast this aside as the filth of the flesh
and all shall be well,

To me this has been a very empty
summer as I have felt so barren much

or most of the time, just about lifeless
seemingly so and hope that I had here-
tofore cherished dear grew so dim that
I began to fear that I was one who had
run and was not sent, had caught the
shadow missing the substance. I felt
surely that rvhat I had hoped was a
little light given to me on some of the
teachings of the scriptures rnust have
been only vain imagination on my part,
thus I went head bowed often desiring
some evidence that if I were deceived
to undeceive me dear Lord, and if what
I had hoped was a hope given me in the
love and nìercy of a just and holy God
let it be kindled with flre from above
glowing once more.

The scriptures teach us that that
r,vhich comes down from God ascencls
back unto him and it prospers in the
things where unto God sent it, praising
God from whom all blessings flow.

My dear companion entered Bìack
mountain sanatorium for treatment of
a slight lung infection, July 24th of
this year. For some purpose known to
God he is away from home, and his
church which he loves very much. His
membership is with Pleasant Grove
Primitive Baptist Church located about
13 miles east of Reidsville, N. C. and
where when he was well at home we at-
tended together. The dear ones there
bear evidence that they have been
taught in a school of grace, such as the
world knows not of I am not a member
of the rnilitant church and I feel the.
older I get the more unworthy I am to
ever have my name on that book, not
that I don't feel to need you very much
but I feel you don't need such a sinner
as I know myself to be, have known
this for several years now. That hope
I felt was given me that God had par-
doned my sins for Jesus sake having
grown so dim, and fearing greatly that
I was just a hypocrite, and a deceiver,.
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a persecuter and all things evil surely
must be me. Yes, this was hurtful to
me for I hoped that though I had never
had the privilege of following the Lord
in water baptism, my hope was that I
had been baptised with one from above,
the most important one, if you please.
After my dear companion entered the
sanatorium I had a dream one night and
I thought much about it. It disturbed
me and I went to church at Pleasant
Grove on the regular meeting clay
having three visiting Elders there that
day. Elders Ashworth, Paschal, Pulliam
were the Elders there that day. I seem-
ed to enjoy them all. While Elder
Paschal was in the midst of preaching
the word that dream I had previously,
came before me, and surely was re-
vealed to me its meaning. ft came so
strong that I trembled as a child at
the revelations. Leaving the church I
came home and wrote to my companion
at the Sanatorium, but when I wrote
him something told me that I had been
deceived in what I had that was a reve-
lation of that dream, so in writing him
I did not tell him of the revelations but
did tell him the dream and even said
Satan suÍe could disturb us in our
dreams to destroy and keep us torn up,
too. Dear children of God when I got
an answer from my companion he told
me the meaning of the dream as I had
felt while at church. Surely I felt as
did John when he sent inquiring, was
this the Christ or look we for another?
And Jesils sent word back to John to
tell him the things they had seen, the
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised and the poor have the gospel
preached unto them. What a wonderful
God is this who knows our every need,
never too late to supply food to a dying
soul, able to do all things, working all
things after the counsel of his one will

that which is well pleasing in his sight.
He l<nows just what it takes to teach
one humbleness and humility, and when
one is killed to confidence in the flesh,
pride, selfishness, covetness and all
things that are works of the flesh, what
a dying that takes place, dying daily if
you please. On what love, joy, peace,
etc. in Christ we feel when shown again
the things of Christ, the comforter
comes and takes the things of Christ,
and teaches you all things needful.

Yes dear ones, we want flowery beds
of ease but that is not the travel of
God's children. They must suffer perse:
cution, he was hated by the world with-
out cause Christ said, remember if they
hated me they will also hate you. God's
"wills and shalls" never fail, and the
scripture tells us if we have hope we
must bear tribulations which worketh
patience and patience works experience
and experience, hope and hope maketh
not ashamed for the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given us freely through Christ
Jesus our Lord.

This old flesh must'be held in subjec-
tion, we are not sufficient to think or do
one thing as we ought, our sufficiency
being of God. Our nature is as prone
to sin as the sparks are to fly upward.
How corrupt it is, makes me shudder,
self is loathsome and God is good, full
of tender mercy to all who call upon
His name out of a pure heart. Bless
His dear and Holy name. May I ask
all who are given to pray to remember
us in our affiictions and all who have a
mind to do so write to a dear child of
God on a bed of affiictaion. His ad-
dress is, Fred Cobb, M/estern N. C.
Sanatorium, Black Mountain, N. C. He
hears so little of the things he is madè
to love, I do hope he won't have to stay
much longer but God alone knows the
time of his departure from where he
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now must be. We fulfill his purpose in
us wherever we are called on to be.

I did so grieve at the departure of
Elder Dodson though I knew him not
by sight, yet I felt to surely know him
by his writing. I cherish dear the letters
he has written to me on spiritual things
and I believe he is at rest and may this
dear paper ever stand contending for
truth as in the past. You who have been
added to its staff may God direct you
causing you to go forth holding in the
work given you to do. May all God,s
ministers be given strength to declare
upon the wall so of Zion that salvation
is of the Lord. This abases man. ye
cannot preach Christ and I{im crucified
for sin without preaching there are sin-
ners elected to be the happy recipiants
of that redemption, precious every drop
of blood be shed for his elect race. This
people have I chosen for myself and
they shall show forth my praise. Keep
us ever more in thy way.

In a Blessed Hope, I am
Mrs. FRED COBB

***
Dnrn BnpTHREN rN Csnrst: Enclosed
find remittance for the dear old Signs
of the Tí.mes for another year.

I do not have a church near where I
live and do not get to hear the good
sermons preached often. I can read the
good messages in tlne Si,gns, they are
made so plain, it is almost like sitting
in church and listening to some dear
Brother preach.

It was a shock about Brother Dod-
son's death. f never knew him personal-
ly, but felt like I had always known
him through his writings. I enjoyed
them so much.

I have just received my June issue
and see where the Lord has given us
another leader for the Si.gns and my
prayers in my weak and feeble way are
with him.

I desire the prayers of my dear
brethren, that I may always be a sister

in Christ, for without Him, I cannot
do anything.

A sister in Christ.
(Mrs.) DELPHIA BLACK

,É * * Rolla,Ark'

OBITUARY
Mrs. Kathaline Virginia CoIe, wife of Wii-

liam S. Cole of near Purcellville, Virginia,
depaited his life June 27, 19b1 in her Z6thyeàr. She was a regular attendant of Mt.
Zion OId School Baptist church for many
yeals and a flrm believer in the doctrines of
grace. She was a daughter of the late Francis
Marion and Mary Matilda Cole and a lifelong
resident of Loudoun County. She and Mr.
CoIe celebrated their 5Oth wedding anniversary
in February of this year.

Besides her husband Mrs. Cole is survived
by two sons, Francis Marion and Wiliam
Curtis Cole and four grandchildren, Ann Cole,
William Curtis Jr., Francis Marion and James
Miller Cole; also three sisters, Mrs. Laura L.
Keeler, Middleburg, Va., Mrs. Rachel Norman,
Pur:cellvìlle, Va. and Mrs. Henry Rogers,
Arlington, Va. and one brother, James M.
CoIe of near Lincoln, Va.

Funeral services were conducted by the
writer at the home in Purcellville, where a
Iarge congregation of her friends paid tribute
to her sterling worth as a neighbor and friend.
Mrs. Cole will be greatly missed from the
meetings at Mt. Zion and by those who counted
her as their friend. Burial was in Sharon
Cemetery, Middleburg, Va,

May the merciful Father reconcile all who
mourn and give them grace to realize tlnat
He doeth all things right.

(Elder) JOHN D. WOOD

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF THE
*SIGNS"

SØe .çvill furnish extra copies of rhe Signs of the
Times at the following prices: 1 copy, 25 cents; 3
copies, 75 cents; 6 copies, $1.50; 12 copies, $3.00-
These prices do not apply to our regular subscribers
who faìl to receive their paper, and if they will notify
us of the failure we will mail them another copy free
of charge,

Please check the renewal date on your wrapper. It
shows when your paper expires.

CORRECTION
On page262 of November SIGNS is a requesr
for some historical information, and some back
copies of the Signs. Please send this information
and Signs to Elder \ø. D. Griffrn, Covin, Ala.

Editor


