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MINUTES.

CO~CORD, JASPER COUNTY, 6A., SEPT. 4th, 1897.,

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder 1. L. Gunter Irom
2 Cor. 4 :l3. "Wl:' also believe and therefore speak."

One hour's intermission.

' Messen~f"rs and correspondents assembled in the house while
preaching at the stand by Elders. L. M. Ball and J. J. Dempsey, of
the Little River Association.

1. Singing and prayer by RIder T. E. Sikes of the the N ew
Beulah Association.

2. Read letters and enrolled messengers' names.

3. Re-elected E ldtu s 1. L. Gunter, Moderator, and W. r, God­
ard, Clerk.

4. Receivedcorrespondence as follows: Little River, Elders S.
.T. Blackwell, L. M. Ball, J. J. Dempsey and W. C. Kelly, licentiate.
Blue Ridge, package minutes; Brushey Creek Union, package min­
utes; Powell Valley, no tid ings.

5. Appointed from the body, the brethren 'V. G. Lewis and ,V.
M. Hartley to associate with the me ssengers of Concord Church,
Elders S. G. Ratliff, W. P P ersons and R. J. J. Greer a committee
to arrange divine services during the meeting.

6. Appointed E lder John A. Wright to write corresponding letter.

7. Adjourned to 8 o'clock Monday morning.

SUN D A Y .

Prayer meeting at 9 a. m , led by Elder A. J. Brown of the body.
Preaching by ~lders Blackwell. Sik es, Morgan Brown of the Pulaski
.Association and E lder I . l.J. Gunter, in the order of their name, tc a
la.rlle, ord erly and in terested con gregation, from grf,'! l}t eviflenoes to
Nl6 ~oncl of fill preliumt Rod to God's _lory. "
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M ONDAY, 8 A. X. SEPT. 6th, 1897.

Met according to ad journment. Singing and prayer by Elder
MorJ1;&n Brown, of the Pu laski Association.

1. Called the roll of messengers' names and omitted reading the
Decorum.

2. Renewed the call for correspondence.

3. To Little R iver , Elders G. W . Phillips, S. G. Ratliff, J . L .
Hays, and brethren H . •1. Phillips, W. N. Leach , W. M. H artley , S.
J. "Bennett, C. A.. Toll s, l\f . S. William son an d H . M. Vaughrn. Blue
Ridge, I. L . Gun ter and J. A. Wright. Powell's Va lley , Elden~ I.
I... Gunter and J. A. W dl.!ht. Brushy Creek Union, E lder A. J.
Brown and bro ther G. W . Nichols . Tenn., packa ge minutes. •

4. Appointed Union Meetings. Ist District with Mt, Nebo
Ohureh, Friday before Ist Sunday in July 1898. 2nd Dis tric t with
Lebanon Church, eornmeu cing on F riday before 1st Sunday in AUK­
ust 1898.

5. Appointed th e si xt iet h session of th is body with Union Ch urch,
Monroe county, Ga. , a t Goagansv ille on Central Railroad to h old on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Th ursdav after 1st Sund ay in September
1898. -

6. Appoin ted Elder ,VT. Godard to prea ch next introductory
sermon aud Elder S. G. Ratliff in case of fail ure.

7. Appo inted E lder G. W. P hillips to write nex t circular le tter.

8. Read and adopted cir cular le tter prep ared by b rother John F .
Taylor.

9. Read and adopted corresponding letter prepared by Elde r J.
A. Wright.

10. Re ceived contrlbut ion s , as set forth opposite the name of the
church in t he gen eral scale and ord er ed 1,200 copies printed; tnat
the clerk res erve 450 cop ies for correspondents a nd general distr ibu­
tion; that 750 copies be distributed to the churches according tu the
funds sent in by ea ch church and that t he cler k have the remai nd er
of funds for his services.

11. Recei ved petition from our sister Ne w Hope at the hands of
brother T J. Middl eb rooks for a le tter of d ismission from th is body.
Adopted the following a ns wer as the action of this body, to wi r.:­
Our sister Church Ne w Hope h a ving pe t itioned t hi s body for a let ter
of dismission from t his hndy, an d th is body ha ving received iu for­
mation through a n iuforma l source that h er me mbe rsh ip is no t
agreed on this petition ll. ma jority of whom be ing op posed to sai d
petition an d th is body acknowled ging he r sover eign right to w i ~h.

draw from thi s body if sh e so desires, therefore we refer t his ques­
ti on back to her as a sovereign body to act in the pr emises as -he
dee ms best for the cause If t ruth and th e glory of God.

]2 . The Iollowmz appeal pre~apted and rend by hmther 1Y: ~~.

ffar t l~! ' ! ~.~~ ~~p: al~ i !~~~ns l :~r ~d~p.~m h~' H! , llOf ~T~ ' . , . • ' "
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.AN APPEAL.

To THE PIlIMI'l'IYE BAPTIST FAMILY-GREETING,

Dear Brethren in the Lord:­
W. greatly deplore the sad divisions and unrrghteous confusion
which has so lon g prevailed among the dear family of God, and
yet holds them in cruel bondage.

When we reflect when the great affliction we have endured fOr
many years by reason of this unholy war our sorrowing hearts
would turn in humble prayer to God for deliverance. While we
look with tearful eyes and hearts of love to our brethren and sue
for peace. Dear b reth ren hear us as in the name of Jesus and in
Christian forbearance for our personal and organic imperfections­
We freely acknowledge that some of our churches committed gross
errors years ' ago in recognizing Missionary baptism under .t he ad­
vice and leadership of some inconeiderate ministers in whom the
churches and brotherhood had the u tmost confidence j but this
our churches have long since officially renounced as may be seen
by reference to our minutes of 1875, in the following preamble and
r esolut ion : .

"Whereas, queri es were se nt up to the last (1874) session of the
'I'owaliga Associati on from our sister church es Lebanon and Mt,
Pleasant, asking: ' Can the ch u rch es of the 'I'owaliza Association
co n tin ue to recogn ize mo dern Missionary baptism as valid and
maintain their con siateney as Primitive Baptist ?' And,

Whereas, said q ne!"ip-s were Bent back to the churches for their
cons id era t.lou anu fict ion wit.h a request to report their action in
i he prem ises to the p resent session of this body: And,

Whereas, a large ma jority of the ch u rc h es have by chu rch action
answered in the JH';:ative,-Therefore be it

Resolved. By t he Assoc iat ion that the position of the churches
I hus take n be, an d t.he same is hereby adop ted by t his body as her
j-oaition on t h is subject."

.And three years later in t h e minutes of 18i8 our Association
11l1H"1e ad o it.ional contessi on and correction of errors as follows:

" On mot.ion of l... lder 1. L. Gun ter re ceived and adopted a pre- '
am h e a nd resolu t.i on in re ference to the action of this bodv in
JSGi that adopted the Fonr ,. rticles of ;;e t.t le men t among the Bap­
lis t, adopted by a convention held at Un ion Church the same year
( 186i , ) to-wit:

\\ ht'I't>f1A. this body did ad opt and have puhlished in her min­
ntes of 1867 the following Four Articles of Set t le men t passed by
i he conv-m ion. And,

Whereas, \Ve feel that it is the sense of th is body that said adop­
I ion was an error Oil our part, in so far as it committed us to any
»ssociattonal com mnnion or correspondenee with the Missionary
Baptist. 'l'herefIJl'p,

Resolved, That. we reconsider so mu ch of the minute of 1867 as
adopted t.he Iou r articles of rescinding the same, in so far as the
action cornmittod U8 ill ROY way to eommunion 0 1' uor respondenca

1 ·ft . '1~~. ill~ ! ~~~r~ ..")i ~~!'r ttT1r, (!n.rn l. ~r(l mu r: !H1 frh ~P! WPPt
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ratified to rescind the same, Vote taken rising, ye as 38."

To which our churches have Iaithfully adhered to the present
time. Thus organically repenting of our error in this particular
and correcting the same as far as we could with ou t organic de­
st-ucucn. .Again we at our last (18UG) session adopted and en­
dorsed the summary of p ri n ciples published by E lder Hassell in
JUly numberiofGospel Jlfel3sellgcr of 1S\)6 with such add it iona l a rticl es
of doctrine and order as we deemed necessary to more specifically
define our position as true Primitive Baptist. In which we espe­
cial Iv declare.

" 'flJat we believe that the Church in her organic ca pacity and
official relation and function is indepen d en t of and m us t be sepa­
rate from all organisations, inatitu tionsjand societies of m en, and
cannot be scripturally associated with or united with any of them.
But having learned from various sources that our attitud e toward
secret institutions is stili by some raised against us as a bar to 01'­
ganic union and correspondence."

Therefore, we as a body for th e satisfaction of those wh o may be
gri eved with our meat in this particular, recommend an d advise our
brethren to abstain from affilia tion With all su ch institutions in obe­
dience to the scriptural injunction that, we should 'pur sue the things
that makes for peace an d things whereby one may edify another, be­
ing aS8U red that, "He that in thes e th inzs serveth Ch rist, is acc ept­
able to God and approved of men ." We have also learned that com­
plaint is made of our having recei ved into fellowship excluded mem­
bers of other churches. To this we would say th at 1he peculiar atti­
tude hitherto maintained toward ns by our brethren has led up to,
and been th e main cause of th e acti on of our ch urches in this matter.
But we stand ready and will gladl y correct any mistake we nave made
on this line whenever it s hall be s ho wn in any particnlar case that we
dill err. And now de ar brethren, while we cannot fora moment en ter ­
tai n the idea or doctrin e of the disintrezation and re construction of
our-church es, nor t he in valid ity of Our Gos pe l administration of the
ord inances and while we cannot undo th e errors of the past, we ap­
P :al to you for mutual for bearance and forgiveness for the past, and
£01' mutual forgivenes s and fellow ship for th e future Dear brethren
has not our unholy strife, orga n ic alie nation and person al prejudice
and bitterness continued long en ough '? May God add His blessing.

13. On motion appointed t h4t br e thren Eid er 1. L. Gunter ann
W. 1\1. Hartley to bear t hi s appeal to th e Upitoi Ass ociation, and
Eld er W. T . Godard and Brother 'V. G. L ewis to Ne w Beulah Asso­
ciation , a lso Elder W . T . Godard to bear this appeal to the Eche­
connee Association.

14. Au thorized any of our brethren wh o may be present at the
si tting of any Primitive Baptist Association to presen t this appeal
and sue for peace and union.

15. By Elder A. J. Brown, re solution of thanks to the church and
community for their kindness and hospitalities.

16 Adj ourned to meet with our sister, U nion Church, Tuesday
after l ~t Sunday in Septemb er ] SUS.

Pray er and ben edi ction by thf:! brother Moderator.
W. ',J.' , (j PPARD, fr~p~fi l lH l-4 ' GfJ l'-TE R ,

Ql~ l' " . ~l((J ({(Imfo , I
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PREACm~Gt Mo~bAY 10 A. ~t.

By Elders 'I', E Sikes of th e Tew Beulah and Morgan Brown of
the Pulaski Associations, closed by our ven erable moderator. The
Lord was manifestly present and that to help, own and bless our
labors. May the Lord ever be praised. CLERK.

---:0:·---

CI R CUL A R LE1'1'ER.

To the Churche» Composing Tlte ~ Touialiqa. A ssociauo u of Priinitire Bop­
tisis: Grace be unto yon and Peace b multiplied.

BELOV.HD BRETHREN AND SISTERS:-
The time of our annual meeting

(59th Session) has again rolled around, and, according to our cus­
tom, it will be expected that we address you by way of a circular
letter, and for a subject for this humble address, we refer you to
2 Chronicles 28: latter clause, 9th verse. "For the Lord searcheth
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts ;
If thou seek b im he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him
be will cast thee off forever." In this subject you will find that
Solomon was addressed by David his father, knowing the great
responsibility that would be put upon him to build the temple of
God. David himself desired to build this temple, but God told
him not so, for you have been a man of war and have shed blood,
Solomon thy son, I will choose him. So David's heart was moved
towards his Bon the chosen at God, and addressed him in a very ten­
der way. "And thou Solomon my son know thou the God of thy
father," who has been my.protector through these [many years of
trouble, even when I met the giant and slew him, the Lord was
with me. And when my terrible conflict with Saul the king, when
he exhausted all of his plans to slay me, I found favor in the pres­
ence of God, the one I trusted all to, his promise was the armour
of my faith, give me that assurance that I feared no evil. For if
I know my heart I serve him perfectly and with a willing mind.

So you learn here brethren, from the text, that the Lord knows
all about us, and if we are a chosen generation and have been sav­
ed by his grace, and called us with a holy calling, not according to
onr works, but according to his own purpose and grace which was
gi ven us in Christ Jesus before the world began. ' 0 brethren, if
we are of this number, what have we got to dread? If God be for
us who can be against us ? Peter said on one occasion to .Tesus :
.. I'hou hast the words of eternal life;" where else can we go.
What a blessed Saviour who has done so much for us, how much
the more that we should lay aside every weight that does so easily
beset us, and run with patience the race set before us, looking on­
ly to God our Saviour and redeemer; for all that we need is in his
bountiful store-house of mercy. If we seek him h e will never
turn any away empty when we go in the name of the Lord.
Wherefore he sayeth : Awake thou that sleepeth and arise from
the dead and Christ shall give the light. Brethren if we are
asleep. awake, awake, put on thy strength. 0, Z ion, put on thy
beautiful garmenta. 0, church, the night is far spent, the day is
at hand, let us therefore turn our backs to the works of darkness



W. T. GODARD,
Clerk.

8
nd put on th l\11t1iOUr 0 Hll t i nd i t Uli wt\ik no' it darknea

and not in wantonness, nor in strife j and not in envylne, for every
man's work shall be made mani fest, for it shall be tried , BO AI by
fir e, a nd if it stand not he will suffer 1088. 0, brethren, let us
pray, that we may be united in the faith and works of the Lord,
that we may be found in the way pressing onward and upward,
till we all come in the unity of th e faith and of the knowledge o f
the Son of (fod, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the statue
of the fulness of Christ. Your brother,

J OliN F. TAYLOR.

---:e:--­

COR RESPONDING L 3TTER.

The Towaliga A88Scialion of P rimitive Baptist to the Sisler A Il.soc:t'al'ions,
Churches and Unioiu u.ith. whom she Corresponds.

DKAR BRETliHEN:-
Through the goodness and mercy of God, we

have been blessed to hold our Fifty-Ninth Session in peace and
love, a nd were made to re joice and to thank God and take courage
for the presence and labors of love of your welcome cor respon­
dents.

The next session of our body will be held with our sis!er church,
Union, Monroe county, Ga., at Goggins, on Central Ra ilroad, on
Tuesd ay a fte r first Sunday in September , l898, where we hope to
meet a goodly number of your bodies again. We have returned
correspondence as set forth in the body of these minutes .

W e would call your special attention to our Appmd in these
minutes for mutual love. union and fellowship among the dear
family of Primitive Baptist everywhere. May God, by his grac»,
love and mercy keep us in the ways of peace and everlasting Ide.

Yeurs in gospel bonds.
IRA L. GUNTEk,

Moderator,

---:0:---



ORDER O}~ BUSINESS.

1. Read letters and record meaaengera' names.

2. Elect Moderator and:Clerk.

3. Invite visiting brethren to 'seata,

4. Uall for petitionary letters.
5. Appoint a committee to arrange divine services.

o. Call for correspondence.
i . Appoint brother to write Corresponding Letter.

a, Call roll and read Deco~um.

9. Appoint correspondents.

10. Appoint Union Meetings.
11. Appoint time and place ior next Association. ,

12. Appoint brethren to preach next' introductory sermon.

13. Appoint brethren to write Circular Letter.

H. Call for Circular Letter.

15. Call for Corresponding Letter.

1~. Call for contributions,

n ....Say..how many minutes . .

18. ,F ir:!; Clerk's compensation..

19. Call Miscellany.

20. Read minutes .

21. Adjourn.

. ,
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PASTOllS.

SCA.LE OF TI£E C I -IURCI -I ES FOR 1807.
- - -. - - - T rb---:;T--I~-T-I- [-~ --;

~ ~:E l~ • I ~ =.:
~§d ~ I ~I ~ ~ilOHURCHES' I COUN~IES. I IlOST-OF~1CESI MEl;SENGEH~' NAMES. I ] ~' §~ ] ~ l~' ~ .1. I ~ I ~ ~

S I ~ ' '.~ ~ ~ ~ .9 ~ -5 ;~ ~ i :3 I S ~ -a Q)
l: " d ' ::> C) r.tl C) K ' .~ C) I C .~ I .~ .5z OJ ~ ~ j~ 1';I;l 1i=l i=l ' E-l ;:;;l =a f::-1

-~ Union •...•• . . . .-~on-;~=~;::ga~"i~:~~~l'~. '~'~:da~, .~. ~~';a~lo l~,' ~~ J·-' ·-I- -. - --.- -.-- --1-- I
Hi ggln a . 2 . .. , 44:is 2 00 $ 500 l lWright.

2 Oaias. . ... • . .. . . Henry White House '11. L . Gunter, G._,~. Ilhill ips, A. 0. \ . .:- I . _ I
Gunter. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 3 4 . . . . . . 1. . 1 103 1 DO , 3 ;>0 3 Gunter,

3 Concord Jasper, " . Win fre d S. G, natli tr, W. P ; Persons, It. J . I 1 I I
J. Gr eer 1 : 1. • • 3 . . 63 200; 10 75 4'Godard.

-I Frtendsmp Wilk ins on McIn tyre ..... IW. G Lewis, N. E . Mallon ," 'II'35 1 00

1

2 00 2
I
Godar<l,

5 Bersheba •. .... . Henry Lo cus t Grove W. H. Spie l', S. W. Gardner, 1'1. I
, . ~, . Har ris . ; 1 1\ 41 1 50

1
3 50 4'G unie r .

6 Liberty•.•••. . • . Weyn•. ..•... • • ~'''YO'! : IG'o.W•.::',"hol ' •• . . . : : .' . u.u.. 17 1 00
1

• • •• • • 4 Ni, ho las.
7 ~la.t Rock P Ike Zebulon ·IJ. A. Wllnht, T~V••l'1. Hartley, 1\1.8. . , • I

. \\ illiamson .i. . . . . . . .. 1 " , 2 2, 37 1 20 5 00 3,Gollard .
• Sandy Oreek Butts IFlovilla : T. G .P reston, '1'. ':' .Edwards, S. 1-. ;;'I,..\ I "

. • • I J. Bennctt.· ; . . . 5 r:. ,3 2 . . I 56 2 00 8 00 3 Rathft
9 Beulah Spalding McKl hhen G. G. Head, S. 1\L Apples, H. W. ' .I " ~ I , I. I . H am il : 2 "i l. . 11 39 1 OJ 2 00 l !natlitI.

10 Mt. Morla.h ...• . Newton Hayst on. ... . . .T. L. Hays, W. N. Leach, J. W.- I Cur tis ~ . 5 1 1 ' 20 1 00 2 00 l \Ph illiPS,
ll-'.~~t :I~iver Upson Rowland . . .. . . • J. B. Brown, H: ~~.O'Arill ~tol~, J . I :- . .

~ . _ 1\L Vining .. . . , . . . . . . . . . . 1.... . . 2 2, Dt 2 00 2 00 3 Pllllhp8.
12 r...i~el'ty P ike \Liber ty Hill J ..M.F .B llrron, J. 13.Bell.:E. C.Aki n, . I

_, .Tr.. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 6 1 1 .. .. 2, 4:4 1 50 3 50 4\wright.
IS Ocmulgee Jasper F lovilla J. '1'. Goodman,. ~. B. Benton, W.

. . I ~ S. I' hilltps " .. • . . . . . "I I 11 1 00 i 00 2IRll.tli!(. .
14 Mt. Nebo .. ~ Gla sscock , . ' l~btC2hell J. I'. Wa l~l en ; t: 7 . . 1 . . 1 .. i 4.4 1 00 2 .00 l \GoUlLrd.
15 Hebron Henry Jonesbor o J . M. E lllis, J .V.l\Iann, .J.E. R3.thft .. .. .. I i 31 1 00 2 00 211unter
16 Phillipi , Bulloch Portal.. A. J. Brown 1 ' ''1 !J 1 00 2 00 1 Brown:
17 Forest Clayt on AlItor '1'. J . Ste phens , J. A. Ru~lal'..... .. .. 2j 21 i , 65 1 50 2 00 2!WrigM.
18 Lebanon Henry, Hampton A. Payne, Lou Payne, .LA.Payne \.. I .. .. . 5 4\.., 23 1 00 2 25 l iGlluter.
19 Bethel Bu t ts J'aeks on C. 'I' ..Mangl~ lll , H. M. Vaug hn , I ra I

. Kiug 8 7 2 1 3· 11 31 1 OJ 2 00 1lHay s.
20 New Hope . . .' Upson ; Yatesville T. J. Mlddl~brookll , J. W. Bu rk s, \-

. I' . B. Blunt 1 42 1 50 1 60 4.Rowe.'
21 Mt. Olives Baldwin !Milledgevm e '1'. A..J . ~orl{a lI 1 30 1 0" ..• • . . "I NO supply,
22 LIttle FlOCk : Fa.yetle Fa yetteville Not I epresente d , . .. • .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. J" ' \ 14 '. . .. Phillips,

- . ,
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