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SAN DIEGO COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

January 19, 1981

Dear Sirs:

r
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,/

This letter is a request for input into pos ible legislative
change. The Lanterman-Petris-Short Act ;s curreDtly being reviewed
by various groups for legislative change. ' The San Diego County
Medical Society has reviewed the law as it relates to emergency
physicians ind made the following recommendation:

Section 5150 - When any person, as a result of a mental disorder, ;s
a danger to others, or to himself, or gravely disabled, a peace
officer, an emengeney phy~ieian, member of the attending staff, as
defined by regulation, of an evaluation facility designated by the
county, or other professional ~person designated by the county may,
upon probably cause, take, or cause to be taken, the person into
custody and place him in a facility designated by the county and
approved by the State Department of Health as a facility for 72 hour
treatment and evaluation.

Section 5150.1 (new) - A penhon who wou£d be in dangen i6 not given
emengeney mediea~ tneatment and who ha~ a mental dihonden ah a nehult
06 a potentia£ly nevenhible medieal eondition qua£i6ieh 60n tneatment
and evaluation unden eode 5150.

Section 5150.2 (new) - Medieal ~heatm~h~ may be begun in an em~~gen~y

~oom 06 a Bahie Emengeney Medieal Senvieeh ho~pital in neeeh~any 60~

})ta.bilization.

The ita lie s are the amen dment s ' r e commen d ed by the ,SanD 'ie go C0 unt y
Medical Society. We would appreciate your co mments.

Si nce rely,

~~J P~~~f1,lJ,.
Stephen P. Gormican, M.D.
Eme rgency Medical Services Co mmittee

SPG:ll
cc's (see distribution list a t t a ch e d )
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