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ORDER OF B USINE88.

17.
18.

1. Read letters and enroll messen~era'names.
2. Elect Moderator and Cler k.

Call for petitionary letters. .
Invite Visltinir brethren to seats.
Call for correspondence.
AJlpoint a committee to ar(ang~ service:
Appoint some brother to WJ ite Corrt.'sponding Letter, _,
Call the roll and read the Decorum, _ ' '
~ppoint Correspondents. "
Appoint Union meetings.
Appoint tim-e and place for next AFsocratioll.
Appoint some brother to preach next Introductory Sermon.
Appoint Rome broth- r to write Circular Letter.
Call for Circular L ,~tt",rs,
Call for Cor,eRpondillg Letter.
Call for contriulltiolis. Say how many minutes shall be print

-,'ed ; fix clerk 's compensa tion .
Call for miscellaneous busiuess.
Read minutes and adjourn.
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.)".
4.
5.
H.

1 7.
. 8. '

9.
10.
11.
12•.
13.
14.
15.
16.

ORDAINHJ) ELDRRS. ,

. \Va.-.hin~ton J. Oxford, lVinfred; Jaltper oo., Ga.
Ira L. Gunter, 1\[cDonQllgh, Henry Co., Ga.
¥oses Dumas, GOlZgansvil1p, Monroe Co , Ga.
Wiley .F. Rogers, Commissioner, Wilkins~nCo., Ga•
.James P. Lyoll, Yatesvhla, Upson Co., Ga.
John Rowe, Butler, Taylor 00. , Ga. "
Willialll r.r. Goduo, Miln~r. Pike Co ,.Ga.:"; :>
John A. Wright, Zebulo'n, 'Pike Co., (:Ja .
J. G. HuckAbav, Tobler, Upson Co, Ga.
S. G. Ratliff, Eula, Ga.
W. R. Nicholas, Screven, Ga.

---:0:-

LICENTts 1'E8.

Andrew J . Brown, Rocky Ford, Ga •
..T. 0 , Daniel, Astor, Ga.
R. W. Daniel, Rowland, Ga.
L. C. Dickey, Prattsburg, Ga.
Jesse McElroy, Jack on, Ga.
O. W. Thurston, Jackson, Ga.

---:0:---



MINUTES.
BETHEL CHURCH, BUTTS CO., Ga, Sept. 2nd, 1893.

Elder Lyon having deceased, who -was appointed by the 54:th Ses
-sion of this body, to preach the Introductory sermon of the 55th
Session. and Elder Rowe who was appointed in case of failure of
brother Lyon, being detained at home by sickdess, Elder 1. L. Gun
ter delivered the introductory sermon.of the 55th Annnal Session of
the Towaliga Association of Primitive Baptist, from Ephesians
1 :12'13.

One hour's intermission.

Messengers and correspondents assembled in the house, while
the large congregation retired to the arbor to hear the dear breth
ren Ball and Harden preach.

Ist, Singing and prayer by Elder W. H. Harden.
2nd. Read letters and recorded messengers' names.
3rd . Re-elected 1. L. Gunter, Moderator, and W. T. Godard,

Olers, '
4th. Called for petitionary letters and received a letter at the

hands of the clerk from Liberty Church, of Wayne county. Said
letter W'lS read and said church was received into this Union as a
component member of th e Towaliga Association.

5th. Appointed y.,'. M. Hartley, of Flat Rock, and N. W illingham
of Oaias, to unite with Jesse McElroy, B. J Bennet and S. King, of
Bethel, a committee to arrange divine services during the meeting.

6th. Appointed J. G. Huckaby to write corresponding letter.
7th. Called the roll and on motion omitted the reading of the De

corum.
8th. Appointed correspondents to the Little River Association,

Brothers S. L. Thompson, T. G. Preston, Jesse Mo.Elroy , J. M.
S tanley , T. J. Stephens j and Elders 1. L. Gunter, J. A. Wright,
and J. G. Huckaby Blue Ridl{e, 1. L. Gunter and S L. Thompson.

9th. 'Apl,oin tt-d Union meeting 1st District with Concord Cnurch
Jasper county. on Friday before fifth Sunday in April 1894. 2nrl
"District with Union Church Friday before fifth Sunday in July 1894.

10th. Adjourned to 8 30 a m Monday.
SUNDA Yo •

P rayer meeting at 9 o'clock conducted by Elder 1. L. Gunter.



\ V)I. T . GODARD, Clerk .
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Preach ing at 10 o'clock by E lder 'V. T. Godard , followed by E lder
W. H. Ha rde n ,

Afte rn oon , pr each in g by Elder L . l\f. Ball follo wed by Elder J. A.
Wright.

Monday Sept . 4th , 8.30 a. Ill .

Met acc ording to adjournment. Singi ng an d prayer by Elder I....
M. Ball.

Ist, Called the roll.
2d. Renewed the call for corres pon de nts and re ceived Elder L.

M. Ball and brother J. 1\1. 'Watson from th e L ittle R iv er . E ldt-r'V.
H . Harden accepted a sea t as a visitor fro m the Brushy Cre ek
U n ion of P rimitive Bap tist• .

:lrd . Appointed the F ifty-Six th Session of th is bo dy with Liber
ty Ch urc h, Pike coun ty , Ga., five miles northeast of Milner, on Oen 

ra l railroad, on Saturday befor e first Sunday in Sep tem ber U:94.
4th . Appointed E lder John Rowe to pre ach n ex t Introduct ory

and l:::) . G. R atl iff, alternate.
5 th . Appointed brother J. 'V. Derick to wri te nex t circula r le tter,

and T. J. Middlebrooks, alternate.
Gth, Called for circular le tte r , prepared by 1. L. Gunter, wh ich

was rea d, received a nd adopted.
7th . Calle d for correspondin g letter, prepared b y J. G . Huck aby

wh ich was re ad , received an d ad opted .
Sth . Calle d for contr ib uti ons and re ceived for mi ni ste rs fifty-eigh t

(:t5 SO) do lla rs an d eighty cents . F or m inutes thirt y-four ( ~ 34 00)
dollars . F or E lde r W. J . Ox ford, sp ecia l fro IS t r.e ch urch es for ty 
t wo ($-l:? U5) do lla rs and ninety-five cents . Ordered ]20 0 copies of
these m inutes pri nted and dist ribu ted , an d th e clerk to hav e ba l
a nce of mi n ute fun d for h is services.

9th . Miscellaneous. .
Resolved , hy bro the r W, M. Hartley, that we aga in expres s our

great regre t that our highl y est eemed brot h er , Elder '\V. J . Ox ford .
is still langui shi n g un de r the h eavy h an d of afflic ti on and that our
pr ay ers be un it ed to God for gra ce to re sign him to God 's h oly will.

R es olv ed, by brothe r J. M. Stanley , th at in the death of E Hler J.
P. L yon, the wise dispensation of a ju s t and h oly God is ackn owl
edged That in the decease of brother Lyon th is body h as.. lost one
of its ablest mini sters , b ut recognize th a t our loss is hi s etern al gai n.
'Ye also tender our sy mpath y to our sister chu rch (Li berty) in the
death of Deac on 'ary A. Barron.

Resolved, by brother J. 'V. De ri ck , that th is body acknowledge
its h igh est ord er of gratitude to Beth el Ch urch and friends in this
comm un ity for th eir kindness an d h ospitality ex tended tl... th is body
an d vis ito rs during th is se ssion.

10th . Remarks favoring an d commendi ng the Towal iga Messen
ger, by . ' . L . Thompson, 1. L . Gunter, J . T. Hendon and E lder J .
A. Wr igh t.

11th o 'Head minutes and adjourn ed , prayer by Modera tor.
I RA L. li U:\TE R , M oderator .

Preach ing Monday m orning by Elder 'V . H . Harden foll owed by
Elder W. F . Ro gers . I n the even ing l"y E ld er S. G. Ratliff,

The religious services th roughout was .of th e most pleasant ch ar
acter .
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COR R ESP ONDI N G L ET TBR.

'J'oualiga Association, to her . -'i<~tt7, Aseociations and Brethren uitl, whom
She Corresponds.

BELaYED OF G OD :-The Lord in H is me rcy and ex te nde d 10 Y(J has
permitted U B to hold this t ile F ifty-F ilt h ~t:"s~i on of th is body , in
lov e and harmony, Our churches were well rep resent ed and Sever
al of the m report several add iti ons to their membership, ior whi ch
we grea tly rejoise. W e were al so made to re joice at the presence
and la bors of yo ur cor respondents . ' Ve d esrre a contin uanc e of
your Jove and correspo ndence.

The next se ssion of th is body (D . Y ) will h e hel d with Li berty
Ch urch , Pike county, Ga., Sam rd ay before first Su nd ay in Sep tem 
ber , 1894, when and where we.desire to m eet many of your desi rab le
corr es ponde nts . 'We h av e ret urnedjcorresponden ce as set for th in
th e bo dv of th ese mi nu te s.

- Y ours in gospel bond s,
1. L. G U!\'l'E R , Modera tor,

W . T. GODA RD, Cle rk .

--:0:---

CI RC UL AR L ETTE R.

The Touu liqa .A&:ociation of P rimit ire.Boptists totli e Cliurclu» urul B roth
erhootl ofuliicli She is Composa] , Toqetherwitli All uilu) are Odl-

ed to be Sainte. Grace, 111('I'Cy atul pcacr fron« God. ow'
Father and [rom the rs.« .J1'S II ,~ cu-,«

B EI.OVE D BRE'fIIREX ;-

'Ve ha re hel d th is th e E ifty- F'ilth ~es s ioD
of our body in great peac e anu love , and send yon th is our usunk

- epist le of love and exhor ta ti on .
. W e h ave great reason to thank an d adore the n nuie ni our cove-

. nant-keeping God for His m anifold blessings both n-mporal and
spiritual, since we las t addressed you. E s pecially 1',-1' t h e great
doctr in al an d practica l un it)' th a t seems to a born III among ou r
ch urch es and brot herhood. And that we h ave bee-n as we trust
an d believe , so m ercifu lly an d gracious lv pr eserv ed Irom Ant ino
mean fat a li ty an d hurtfu l nr nctic al nltrai. 111 S on t l.e on e ha r.d as
well as from Ar mi ni an sophis t ry on th e ot he r ,

'We have fu rther r eason to be than kfu l th a t our pecu liar circum
stances and surroun din gs as a bo dy and th e pers ecu tions we h a ve
bee n ca lled upon to en d ur e h a: ber- n EO sa l cti fied to ns loy t h c spi r
it of th e b less ed Master as to lear! us to so ch-a r al l UJ 1!1:- 1'.- l' : l Jllii ll g .

of th e true scri ptu ra l p rin ci p les of church or gan is ation , 1' ,, \\' 1.'1', funct
ion .and relat ion t hat we m ar safel y cha llen ge a sc ript uru l inves t i
canon, both of our doctrine find order as ch ur ches of J " :-'lI S Christ.
"\Ye h a ve still Inrther rea son 0 bf> z rat efnl to t he g-e ad H ead pi th e
Church . that tl .e ligh t of th ese g r e-at pr iucip lea of gos pe t t ru th HIli
orde r th at h ave h it h er to be en 80 veh eme n tly opp osed by some
brethren ami ch urcbes of our own name, is breaki ng for tb beyonr
our own limi ts an d to som e ex ten t dis pellin g th e pr ejudice a nd op
position hitherto entertained agains t us.

But wbile this is true and affords matter for deep and ab idin g
gra titude to God ; are we dear brethren as indivi duals and as ch urch
es carrying out tb ese great p rin ciples as we should? Are we ind~
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vidually and organically, as earnestly endeavoring to perform all
our individual and relative duties as professed disciples of Christ,
as His word and our responsibilities require? Is it not feared that
the Master has somewhat against us on this line?

While our ultraistie brethren are in some instances making void
the law of God by their extreme and traditionary notions of ortho
doxy and order; and whi le Arminians are going beyond and adding
a multitude of innovations and teachings not only not sustained but
positively condemned, by the scnptures : Is it not to be feared that
we are tailing in some measure at least, to come up to the rull meas
ure of our duty as required by the word of the Lord?

The scriptures of tue Old and New Testament without sophistica
tion and without diminution or addition by way of inference or oth
erwise, is the all sufficient and only rule of faith and practice.
Therein we are to learn not only what we are to believe, but also
what we are to do as followers of Christ; and the practical duties
required are just as important when performed from proper motives
anu required to right ends, as the great cardinal doctrines l f grace
themselves. The gospel 8S it relates to us is three-fold. Funda
mental, experimental and practical. We are saved by grace wfth
out works and experience this salvation by the work of the Holy
Spirit in our hearts, but we are thus saved and created in Otuiat
Jesus, unto good works \\ hich God hath before ordained that we
shou ld walk. III them . Hen. e good works are the fruits of faith and
follow after jurrsuictiou, auu should be faithfully perfsrmed for our
good. and Gull/Ii glory.

The Saviour sa) s : "1 r ye love me keep my commandments"
and, ") e are niy uisciples if ye do whatsoever I command you."
And James tells us th ... L "Faith without works is dead being alone,"
and the Hely Spirit by the apostle exhorts lis -Dy the mercies of God
that we present our bodies, both individually and organically as
churches, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable [Q God, which is our
reasonabte service, and be not conformed to chts ~orld but be trans
formed by the renewing of our minds, that we may prove what is
that good and acceptabe and perfect will of God. Indeed to pre
sent all the gospel precepts laid down for our observance we uld be
to transcribe the greater part of the New Testament. How earnest
ly tnen should we search its golden pages, that we may learn to
know and be able to ,10 our whole duty; and how devotedly should
we consecrate ourselves to the faithful performance of that duty.
The great want of the present age is practical godliness on the
suaigut and narrow line of God's word. Suffer us then to exhort
you to be, not only prufessed Christians, but practical one s. Let
us not only believe and contend for the doctrine of God, our Sav
iour, but adorn that doctrine by & godly walk and conversation, If
we li ve in the spirit, let us eve-r be found endeavoring to walk in
tbe spirit, makrug straight paths for our Ieet lest that which is lame
be turned out of the way. Let U8 love one another putting away
atl bitterness and wrath, and anger and clamour, and evil speaking
with all malice, being kind to one another, tender-hearted, for 
giving one another as Gud for Christ's sake hath forgiven us, ever
considering one another to provoke unto love and good works.
Praying always -with all Drayer and supplication in tne spirit,

. and" watching thereunto with all preservance and supplication that
we may be preserved from every snare, and every false way, and
that our churches, ministry and brotherhood may be edified and
built up and God's great name glorified.

\V;o.J. T. GODAIW,
Clerk.



PASTORS.
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C::l Q. ~e- ~<:) .S! ' t; <:) l ~all ICIl ~.... C::l C::l §
Z ~ . _ _ . -+- ~ ~ ~ all l~ r:1 E 8 ~ _0 _ ~. ' i __~.:...._ _llc(luCord•..... . . J. asper Winfred So G. Uatliff, s, L. Thompson, C' l. I . I : .. .

M. Falkner 1 .. 1 1 1 .. 56 lis 2 00 $ 100 4 Rathff
2 Bersheba Henry Locust Grove I. W. Jinks, F. M. Crumbly, J. W. j I iI . . ' . . . . . Welch I , 1 1 .. 4 47$1270. 150 350 4Gunter.3IF l'lendshlP Wl1kmson Oommissiouer W. F. Rogers, J . T. Branan, N. j I

E. Mason . . • . . .... . . 4/. . .... . . .. .. 1 38. . . . . . 2 co). S 00 2 Rogers.
4 l\1t. Moriah .•••. Newton ...•••... Ewell J. Luther Hays~W. S. Kirkpatrick I I I

. . H. J. H. Dobbs ,.. ~ 12.. .. .. 1 001 1 00 1 Ratliff.
5 Lehanon Henry Hampton J. W. Derick, W. F. Jones, A.I I I

- Pa yn e I . •. . .. .• . ' 1" 2 . . 36 5 00 1 00 2 00 1 Gunter.
6l\ft. Pi~gah Upson Y~tesville: T. J. Middlebrooks, J. G. Huckaby . '12 .. .. .. 2 45 1 2 001 2 00 3 HatHff.
7 ?tit. Ohve Baldwin l\hll edgevt11e No L etter.. . • . . .. . I " •• •• • • 33...... 1 00 .. . . 1 Rogers,
8 Ocmulgee '. Jasper., . 1.'I?vLlla... •..... J. T. Goodman, 'B. M. Harden ' 1' . .. .. .. . . 1 10 1 00 1 00 1 00 2 Hu ckaby.
9 Mt. Nebo .. . •.. . Glas seocl• . ..•.• l\htQhell No Letter . .. .. . .. . ..•. . .... . .. , .. 1 4 .. i' ". 30. . . . . . 1 00 1 00 4 Rogers.

10 Little Flock .. .. Fayette, ... . . • . • Fayettevill e....• J. V. Davis. A. G. Preston, 'f. B. , I
' Ogleabv 1 4 3 1 24 .. ••. . 1 00 50 4 Wright.

11 Hebron. . . ..•.. . Clayto n . . .. .•• Jonesboro J. E. Hatliff, I? J. Brown, N. S. I' 1,
McMull en 28 .. . .. . 2 00 1 00 2 Gunter.

12 Saudy Creek BUttK.. . . .•..••. Flovilla T. J. Preston. S. J. Bennet, '1'. W. I .
Ed~a.rdK j . . 2 . . . . . .. . . ' 1" 44.. • • .. 2 00 ~ 50 1 Godard.

13 Flat Rock Pike.. . ...•...•• Zebulon J. A.. Wright, B: S. Akin, W. ~I. ! ,I .
Hartley , 2 1 .. 43.. .. .. 1 75 2 55 8 Wrlght.

14 Liberty..•••. . . . Pike rtlilner ..•.•.. .. M. B. Spruce, S. L. Akin, .J. W. ' I 1 I
Spruce 1 71 21 , 5148 • 150 .200 4

lwri
ght.

15 Bethel B ut ts Jackson J esse McElroy, "B. J. Bennet , S. I
'!I King . .. .. , . . . . . . .... .. .. .... .. 1 1 1 81 25 1 00 2 00, 3 Hn ckaby.

16 Oziaa. . Henry White House••. . I. L. Gunter, N. Willin~ham; H. . J

J. Phillips. .......... . .. ' .. .. .. .. .. .. ao 8 85 1 50 2 00 3 Gunter.
17 Forest . ........• Clayton .. . . . . . • Astor J. M. ~t&nley , D. It 'I'hrasher, 1'. I I

J. fjtepheu8 1 1 1 2 7 .. 67 440 200 2 WriKht .
18 Beulah ~ .. .•. Spalding ~IcKibben D. M. Bell, S. · N.. Apples, S. S. ; I .

I
! . -~ . r' Kendl'lck.. : .. .. .. : 2 \ . .. .. 3 .. ... 88 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 Wrlght.

19 Union }(oJlloe Gog gansville W. T. Godard, J. F. Ta)lor, E. ,. I
B. 'rll.ylor ...•. . ....•. ,10 5;. . .. 2 1 2 . . 48 2 80 2 50 5 00 4 Godard.

~OIF~illt River Upsou Howland J. B. Brown 1 1.41' 2. .. .. 60\.. . ... 200 8 00 3 Godard,
21 Liberty Wayn e 8crivell By Letter ".:...:.. ':"':" i':"':"':"':" .:...:.. .:...:...:...:...:...:.. _~ ,:",:,,_. .., _ 1 00 _':"':"':"':"14 Thornton ,

. • . Total. 135 21 2 3 10 1910 830le41 00 :t31 75 :t42 05'-
(',
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