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MINUTES

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
AS'SOCIATION

HELD WITH

"The Church at Bethany, Carroll County, Ga.,

October 17, is, 19, 1919.

Next Session will Convene with the Church at Pleasant Grove,
near Glenn, in Heard Oounty, Ga., Second 'Sunday in

September, Friday and Sa.tnrday Before, 1920.

\ OFFIOERS:

ELDER M. T. SHEPPARD, MOderator Lamar, Ala., Rt. 1

NEWMAN E. DENNEY, Olerk : ~ Oarrollton, Ga., 'Rt. 3
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PROCEEDINGS

Of the Bethel Primitive Baptist Association, held
with the church at Bethany, Tyus, Ga., October 17, 18,
and 19th, 1919, embracing third Sunday, October, 1919.

Introductory sermon by Elder M. T. Sheppard of the
body, subject, Romans 1st chapter, 14th and 15th verses.

Intermission one hour.
Then the people met in the house, after singing had '

prayer by Bro. S. J. Jackson. Elder M. T. Sheppard be­
ing pastor of the church, took charge as Moderator.

1. Invited visiting ministers and brethren to seats
. with the body.

2. Called for and had the letters read from the differ­
ent churches composing the Bethel Association.

3. On motion, received the Hillabahatchee without
a letter.

4. On motion , elected N. E. Denney, Clerk.
5. Called for petitionary churches.
6. On motion, adopted last year 's order of businesa

for this session. ~ ,
7. Appointed usual committees: On Preaching,

Brethren D. H. Rogers, L. H. Burson, S. J. Adamson, as··
sisted by Bethany's -d elegat es , S. J. Jackson and G. L.
Langly.

To examine corresponding minutes: Brethren E. B.
Meadows and M. M. Mulloy.

On contribution: J. T. Burson, C. R. Denney, W. g.
Sears, W. F. Williamson.

To wr it e corresponding letter: Elder J. M. Bagwell.
All elders of this Association are members of the

body. .
8 Called for correspondence and received from Yel­

low River minutes.
On motion, received Elder J. M. Adams, of the Oco- -

nee, and Elder C. A. Clemons, from the Euharlee, as viH-
itors.
From the New Hope: J. W. Lee, J. B. Ayers, B. A. Hat-

field , oW . W . Denn ey , W . A. IVl cCail1, G. H. Cole, J. L.
Bradley. Received these as corr esponding br ethren by
~otion. - '

From th e Mariett a: R. A. Lambert.
I ' On motion, adjourned until 8 :·30 next day.

Saturday, October 18th. Met according to adjourn-
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ment. After singing, had prayer by Bro. B. "V. Adam­
son. '

1. Invited visiting brethren to seats.
2. Renewed call for correspondence. '

9. Return correspondence:
To the Euharlee, which convenes Saturday, Sunday

and Monday, embracing the third Sunday in September,
' a t Union church, location, 12 miles south of Rockmart
. and 9 miles north of Villa Rica, in Paulding county, the
following: Elders J. M. "Ba g well, M. T. Sheppard,
Brethren E. B. Meadows, C. M. Denney, J. H. Burson, W.
C. Shadinger, J. C. Brock, T. Z. Head, Newman E. Den­
ney.

10. On motion took up correspondence with the Ma­
rietta. First in October, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
-near Atlanta: Elders M. T. Sheppard, J. M. Bagwell.

Returned correspondence: Brethren John Burson,
J. C. Brock, W. C. Shadinger, Whit Brock, "T. Z. Head~

S. J . Jackson, E. B. Meadows.

11. On motion took up correspondence with the
Cane Creek Association, which convenes atMt.Miria,
fourth in September, Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
"1920, 12 miles north of Anniston, Ala. The following
agreed to go: Elders W. P. Merrell, M. T. Sheppard,
Brethren M. M. Mulloy, J. 1\'1. Arnett, W. F. Williamson,
J. H. Smith.

12. To the Yellow River Association, which con­
venes at Nancie's Creek church, DeKalb county, near
Gordon, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, after the
fourth Sunday in September, 1920: T. Z. Head, J. H.
Burson, J. C. Brock, T. W. Brock, N. E. Denney.

13. The New Hope Association, which convenes with
Whooping Creek church in Carroll county, Ga. , Saturday,
Sunday and Monday, embracing the second Sunday ' .in
October, as usual. Location: Coming on the train, get
off at Ca rrollton church, 6 miles southeast, or get off
at Clem, Ga., church, 2 1-2 miles west , both on Central
of Georgia Railroad-conveyances out from both of these
points. The follo wing agreed to go: Brethren M. M.
Mulloy, J. C. Brock, J. T. "Burson, L. H. Burson, C. M.
Denney, T. Z. Head, "V. A. Denney, J. B. Burson, G. 'V.
Simpkin s, D., H. Rogers, G. J. Langly, J. E. Burson, W. F.
Williamson, J. T. Denney, W. C. Shadinger, N. E. Den-,
n ey, Elders J. M. Bagwell , \V. P. Merrell, 1VI. T. Sh eppard.

'.



14. To the Oconee Association: Brethren J. H. Bur­
son, T. W. Brock, E. B. Meadows, J. T.Burson, S. J. Jack-
son. .

15. Appointed union meetings: Second district hav­
.ing first choice, agreed to meet at Hopewell second Sun­
day in August, Friday and Saturday before.

First district to meet with Bethany church first Sun;
day in August, Friday and Saturday before.

16. Agreed for the body to meet with · Pleasant
Grove church second Sunday in September, Friday and
Saturday before, next year, 1920. Location: 1 mile
of west of Glenn, in Heard county; 7 miles north of
Standing Rock, Ala.; 12 miles southwest of Franklin; 1:::
miles north of LaGrange, Ga.

17. Called for report of committee to examine cor­
responding minutes. Nothing claiming the attention of
the body.

18. On motion, agreed to have 800 copies of these
minutes published and distributed in the usual way, and.
the Clerk to retain balance of minute fund for his ser­
vices.

19. Miscellaneous. On motion agreed to drop L a­
net chucrh from the body because they have rescinded
the act of being in our Association and joined another.

20. Read and adopted corresponding letter.
21. On motion, this body tenders a unanimous vote

of thanks to Bethany church and community for their
kindness and so liberally supporting this session of the
body. . .

By motion, read and adopted these minutes.

ORDER OF PREACHING
Friday A. M., Introductory by Elder M. T. Sheppard.

P. M. by Elder B. W. Adamson and Bro. IVI. M. Mulloy,
all of the body.

Saturday A. 1\1., Elders C. A. Clemons, of the Euhar­
lee, J. C. Brock, of the body. P. M., exhortation and
prayer by Bro. J. B. Ayers, of. the New Hope, followed

. by Elder W. P. Merrell, of the body. Closed by the
Moderator , Elder 1\'1. T. Sheppard.

I Sunday, October 19 th , Elders J. M. Ad ams, Ocon ee.
T. A. Cobb , of t he Ne w Hope. P. M., Elder J.M. Bag­
we ll , of the bo dy. Closed by the Moderator. · Prayer by
Elder C. A. Clemons, of the Euharlee. ....~d.iolJrned ~ n
peace and love.



The Bethel Primitive Baptist Association now in ses­
sion. To her sister Associations with whom she corres­
ponds, sendeth greeting.

Dear Brethren: By the mercies of God we have been
permitted to hold another session of our body, and love,
union and fellowship seemed to abound for which we
feel to thank God, the giver of every good and perfect
gift. We also thank and praise His holy name for the
increase of our correspondents, and we trust that it will
continue to increase until we all come into the unity of
the faith.

You will find the time and place of our next session
in the body of these minutes, where we hope to meet a
goodly number of our correspondents again. Come,
dear brethren, and worship with us is our desire and
prayer. Till then, farewell.

ELDER M. T. SHEPPARD, Moderator.
N. E. DENNEY, .Clerk.

MEMORIAL
For the respect of our beloved dead sin ce our last

annual session-Brethren J. H. Rogers and John Mose­
ley; Sisters Josie Moseley, Laura Reid.

It makes 'our hearts sad when we -think that we have
to give up our loved ones. All of the above died in the
triumphs of rt h e faith once delivered to the saints, as we
believe. And as long as they were able to go they want­
ed to be with the brethren and sisters and tell ' them of
the wonderful power of Jesus to save poor lost and ruin­
edsinners. We feel that we want to bow in humble sub­
mission to the will of the Lord and say: "The Lord has
given and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name
of the Lord."

ORDAINED MINISTERS
Elder W. P. IVlerrell - - - - - - - - - - - Roopville, Ga.
Elder J. IVI. Bagwell .- - - . _ - - - - . - Carrollton, Gu
Elder M. T. Sheppard - - - - - - - - - - - - Lamar, Ala.

LICENTIATES
- J. C. Brock - - - _ - - -: - - - - - - -- Carrollton, Ga.

W. B. Adamson - - - - - -. - - - - .Glenn, Ga.
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ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPl..ES _ ·~,f _

. 1. W e beli eve in onl y one and living ,' God , 'and that- there a re
t hree that bear record in H eaven-the Father, the Word , and the Holy
Gho st, and these thre~ are one. .

2. We beli eve that the scri pt ure s of the ' oia' aila N ew "Testaments
a r e t he word of God, and th e onl y rule of f a it h and practice. ' , ,:

, " ,; "

3. W e believe that God elect ed 'or chosen his people' in Chri~t before
th e foundation of the world ; that they should -be wholly aud' -wit hout
blame b efore Him in love. , "......

4. W e b eli eve that the doct rines of original siil ;~ ,a ~~d a)na~l 's . i;n.
_ poten cy to r ecover him self from the fallen st at e .he, is il~ ~Y: '!1at ure, by

his own free will and ability. .

5. W e believe that sinne rs are justified in ' the sight :~f. G~d o~ly by
the imputed righteou sn ess of J esu s Chri st . ..:' r • • . " : , .

6. W e beli eve that God 's el ect shall b e called , 'effec t'lially, r'egenera~
t ed and sanctified by the Holy Ghost and shall preserve in ,'g ra ce" 'a nd
never fall finally awa y.

7. We b elieve that baptism, the Lord's 'SuppCl:" .and, ·washing the
saint 's f eet are ordinances of J esus Chri st, and"'t ha t true 'beli evers 'are
the onl y subject s of these ordinances and the true mode of bap ti sm is' hh-
mersion. ,,': J". f~',: ', '

8. W e b eli eve in the ' resurrection of ,th e' dead: aIld',a g eu iH'lll j ildg~

ment and th e punishment of the wicke d will b e eve'rl as t ing <a'l\d ' the !j oy
of the ri ghteous will be et ernal. ' .," "'~:: )~ ' ., _. ::' f.: , " \1::

9. We beli eve that no minist er has t~e \igl:t tq :~_d~n~n~~t~;" ,t:he ~i·~
dinances onl y such as are ca lle d by God, as was Aaron and, came'u-I~de ~

the imposition of the hands by Presbytery and in f ellowship_with the
'church of which he is a memb er. ," ', " ..;,:' : ,,' :,;: :,

10. ' We b elie ve that God has or daine d ~:~o'~i ,~~rk. s , 'dh~t ~ _His : ~l) i'l=: '
che n should walk in th em, and that good works , ~~~ .: o I~IX::. Sll,ch '.a s } ,i 051
commanded ' in His word and not such as without the warrant th er eof,
are devi sed of men out of blind zeal, or ' an y ' p ~;e~ ~n~~" of "g'oodJlltei~t,io~ul..

.. • ...~ ~ :. , . <. • • 'oJ' " .J. e • • •' r

~ r;.:

DECORUM ' } ' :. j .< ...... .:

'I~ ..~-.... '~ ._:-~.··I,~ .' .~. ..t _, t:r
Ar t ic le 1. This Association sha ll be open ed and closed with prayer. -

Art. 2. 'I'h e Moderator shall invite minist.e ~'~ ~ 1~~i\~em}Je'~: ~ to ;~~a ls; ,
Art . 3. Th e Moderator sha ll have th ~ same pri v il ege of 's'pe e'bh ;wi-tli

a ny oth er member of the bo ~ly, provided hi s: s~at be 'fi ~l ~d~ ' ~~t~ l~;~~~' ~a't~:
no vote except th ere be a t ie, t hen he ,may . '; ";:", ;:, '::, '.. :':.';i

A r t. 4. Th e ge nera l principles of order, as embodied in th ese..worrls,
, 'Let all things be done decently and in orde~·,' .' mid ,i.' unto edifyiIig} ', ~,
will be expecte d and required of eac h memb er, v is itor' or corresponde n t.'

Art. 5. In harmony with these ge ne ra l princtpl es. Jeach .jirothef who
speaks on any subject under con sideration by' "t he' Association; ' will be
expec te d to ri se from hi s seat and ad dress t he Moderat or, and sh all. not
be interrupted while sp eaking, unless he departs fromthe'·'Stibj ec't.:' " " ' <,

~rt 6. Th e ,Clerk sha ll k eep a regular re cord of the pro ceedings ~l
eac h Associa tinn , by ca re f ully preser ving a f ull f~lc- of 't he niii~llt ~s . ,



ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION
·A r t icle 1. It is under stood and agreed upon by the churche s com­

posing t his Association, that ea ch church, if i t so ch oos e, may se n d n ot
more than two brethren with a letter cer t if y ing appointment, the num­
b el' baptized during the preceding year ; re ceived by letter; exc lude d 01'

dead; also total membrship. -

Art . 2. That this Asso ciation sha ll be k n own as the Bethe l Primi­
tive Baptist As socia t ion.

A rt. 3. It 'is under stood t ha t no ch urc h, on b ecoming a member of
this Associa t ion, parts with, or surrenders, any of her ri ghts, privileges,

" dut ies or r esp on si bilities g iven her b y the Grea t H ead -of the churc h , and
made binding on her in the N ew Testament. .

Art . 4. It is furthr understood , that all disciplinary power and
ri ghts, pertaining to member ship or f ellowship in the church, b elongae ex ­
clusively to th e church or churc he s, and that this Association shall n ot
a ssume the ri ght to di ctate, to advise, nor in any way interfere with the
internal right of the church es .

A r t . 5. Any churc h of this Associatio n ca n wit hdraw a t ple a sure,
eithe r b y lett er, or withou t it ; but in eithe r case, it will b e expected
that said churc h f irst give no tice to the Association of her desi re t o with­
draw.

A rt . 6. Any churc h may b e (Il'oppe d f rom this As socia t iona l compact
by r equest of two or more churc he s ; but this, 0 1' any other ac t of th e
Asso ciation sh a ll not itself b e regarded as officially impairing or break­
in g churc h f ellowship among the church es of this union, nor member s of
churches. W e r eg ard all matters touching churc h f ellowship as b elong­
ing exc lus ive ly to the church or churc he s, and r equiring their official a c­
tion to make it valid.

Art. 7. This A ssociation sha ll not fo rm any a lliance, corresp on de n ce
or rela tion with a ny institution, secre t or otherwise, except t o correspond
with other P rimitiv e Baptist Associ a tions, the churc hes which are known
to be of the sa me f aith and orde r with the churc he s of this Asso ciation .

Art. 8. Churc he s petitioning for member sh ip will b e admitt ed on
giving satisfactory evidence of their b eing of th e same fa it h and order
with the church es of this Association.

A rt . 9. It sha ll b e th e on ly object of t hi s Associat ion t o meet for
the wo rs hip of God, and shall b e op en ed a nd close d with pray er, and to
receive cor responde nce a nd to return correspo n de nce with sister Associa ­
tion s of the same faith a nd order of this Association.

Art. 10. Visit ing b rethren of the . same faith and order with the ·
chu rc he s of this Associat ion known t o b e in good orderly standing with
their churches a t home, may b e invited to seats wtih the body, and
member s of churc hes of this body may have their names en rolled as
cor resp onden ts to other a ssociation s but non e shall b e allowed to v ot e
but brethren se n t by the churc hes.

Art . 11. Oorresp onde nce with sis ter Asso cia tions ma y b e susuende d
~t the direction of the b od y. . -

Art . 12. Thi s Association sha ll ha v e no oth er a rtic les of fa i t h than
that which ea ch church already has.

Art. 13. The pastor 'p f t he church w he re t his Associa t ion meets
sha ll be t he moderator of t he body. Th e cle rk sha ll b e elected by t he
body.

Art . 14. This Asso ciation may adjou rn t o any t ini e a nd place she
ma y think most advi sable.
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