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SUBMISSION
““Tis hard when we are sick and poor
And they who loved us, love no more;
When riches, health, and friends are gone,’
To say, O Lord thy will be done:
Yet Lord I would to thee resign,
And say, my Father’s will be mine.

‘Tis hard, when in our soul’s distress,

All, all around is wilderness; -

When herbs and quenching streams there’s none,
To say, my Father’s will be done;

Yet Lord, I would to thee resign,

And say, my Father’s will be mine.

And yet, how light our sorrows be,
To his in dark Gethsemane; -
Who drank the cup, with stifled groan,
And said, my Father’s will be done:
Dear Lord, may I to thee resign,
And say, my Father’s will be mine.”
Submitted by (Mrs.) JENNIE CLIFFORD

CORRESPONDENCE

WHERE IS THE CHURCH?

An inspired writer has said, “As the
lily among thorns, so is my love among
the daughters.” None who are born of
‘God and taught by his Spirit can doubt
that this figure is intended to describe
the condition as well as the superior

excellenee of the church above the:

daughters. She is called the “Liove,
Dove, and Undefiled” of her Beloved.
The figure of a lily not only describes
the modest beauty of the church, but
shows, according to the instructions of
our Lord, that her exceeding glory, al-
though surpassing that of the regal
splendor of Solomon, is not the result
of her own labor. She toils not to pro-
cure it, she spins nothing that would

answer for warp or for woof; her life
is derived from an invisible Root, and
her head is bowed under the genial
rays of the sun. But she is not only
like the lily as that flower stands grace-
fully in the field, or among other beau-
tiful flowers, but she is like the lily
among thorns. How truly does the
church of Christ answer to the figure
in all its fullness of illustration! God
has chosen her in a furnace of afflic-
tion, and she has ever, in her militant
state, been among the rude briars and
thorns. The earth, groaning under the
curse of the righteous Creator, is des-
tined to produce thorns and thistles,
and while this world remains the tem-
porary abode of the church she must

encounter them. One of her most prom-..

inent sons prayed no less than three
times that the thorn might be removed,
but was referred to the sufficiency of

the grace of God to sustain him and

bear him through all the buffetings of
Satan. To those who have discernment
in spiritual things how admirably does
the church contrast with that by which
she is surrounded. All that the lily is
of itself is merely grass of the field
which today is, and tomorrow is cast
into the oven, bit God has so clothed
her as to challenge comparison with
the most exalted glory of the earth. All
flesh is as grass, and all goodliness
thereof (that is produced by human
power, or the flesh, for all that is born
of the flesh, whether physical or men-
tal, is flesh) is as the flower of the
grass; the grass withereth, the flower
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thereof fadeth away, but the Word of
the Lord abideth forever. While the
flower thereof, that is, the goodliness
of the flesh, or grass, may adorn the
meadow, but, in common with the grass
with which it is connected, it cannot
survive the dissolution of the flesh, or
grass; but God so clothes it (the
church) in the garments of salvation
as to secure the glory as an inheritance
which is incorruptible, undefiled and
cannot fade away.

“Defiled and loathsome as we are
He makes us white and calls us fair;
Adorns us with that heavenly dress,
His graces, and his righteousness.”

Consequently the church is enabled
through grace to sing, “I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God; for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he
hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels.” Isaiah
61:10. She “is all glorious within: her
clothing is of wrought gold, she shall
be brought unto the king in raiment
of needlework.” Psalms 45:13. All hu-
man beauty and creature excellency,

compared with the church of the living -

God, which is the ground and pillar of
the truth, is but as thorns. Zion is
pronounced in the language of inspira-
tion the perfection of beauty; it cannot,
therefore, be improved. Earth has no
colors, nor has creation charms to lend
which would not obscure her beauty.
And although her peculiar excellency
appears not to the eyes of an adulterous
generation, for except a man be born
again he cannot see her, because the
natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, neither can he know
them because they are spiritually dis-
cerned; still all her attractions are

clearly apprehended by those unto whom
the Spirit of God reveals her. To them
she appears as the New Jerusalem,
déscending from God out of heaven
adorned as a bride for her husband.
She looketh forth as the morning, fair,
as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-
rible as an army with banners. Under-
standing these to be some of the gen-
eral characteristics of the church of
God, may we not inquire, where may
she be found at this day? We cannot
consistently believe that Christ has no
church on earth at the present day; and
if he has a church now upon earth
she must bear the lineaments which
are drawn in the New Testament. We
shall not find her at the corners of
the streets, in harlot’s attire, seeking
for a lover; from her lips will not be
heard the silly boast, “I have peace
offerings with me; this day have I paid
my vows.” Prov. 7:14. She cannot be
recognized in any other dress than the
garments of salvation which her Lord
has given her. The daughters spoken
of, Isaiah 3; 16-26, with their haughty
carriage, stretched forth necks, wanton
eyes, and mincing walk, making a
tinkling with their feet, with their cauls,
and their round tires like the moon,
their chain, and bracelets, and the muf-
flers, the bonnets, and the orna-
ments, and the headbands, and the
tablets, and the ear-rings, and the rings,
and nose jewels, changeable suits of
apparel, mantles, and wimples, and
crisping pins, glasses, fine linen, hoods,
and veils, are only the thorns by which
the lily of the valley is surrounded.
“There are threescore queens, and four-
score concubines, and virging without
numbers. My dove, my undefiled is but
one; she is the only one of her mother,
she is the choice one of her that bear

her.” S.S. 6:8-9.
In order to demonstrate the existence
of the church of Christ on earth at the
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present day, we must find a community
of saints corresponding to the primitive
pattern, of eighteen hundred years ago
——a people whose only beauty consists
in the comeliness which Christ has put
upon them—a people saved by the Lord
who is the shield of their help and the
sword of their excellency, and whose
enemies are found liars unto them.
Deut. 33:29. A people dwelling alone
and not reckoned among the nations,
with no governmental patronage from
the powers of the world—a kingdom
that is not of this world, nor visible
to the world, because they are the sons
of God; the world knoweth them not
because it knew him not—a poor and
afflicted people trusting in the name of
the Lord—a persecuted people; for if
any man will live godly in Christ Jesus
he shall suffer persecution. Their names
shall be cast out of men, and they shall
be hated of all men for Christ’s name
sake. They are regarded as the offscour-
ing of all things, accused and slandered
in like manner as their divine Lord
and Master was; for if these things
were done in the green tree they shall
be repeated in the dry; if they called
the Master of the house Beelzebub they

will also call them of his household so.

These are only some of the outlines
of the church of Christ. She is also
characterized by her “one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism.” Her faith is
as radically different from that of every
other professing people on earth as her
Lord and her baptism. Of her faith
Jesus is the Author and Finisher; but
that of all other religious bodies either
originates with themselves or is derived
from the doctrines, traditions, and in-
structions of men. But blessed is she,
for flesh and blood hath not Tevealed

these things to her, but her heavenly

Tather has taught her by his Holy
Spirit. She is the opposite of all other
sects in regard to her food, her ap-
petite, and the source from which all

her supplies are received. Others can
and do eat their own bread and wear
their own apparel; but she must eat
the flesh and drink the blood of Jesus.
Nothing short of the true bread which
came down from heaven, that kind
which Moses never gave, can satisfy
her; but her neighbors, or the thorns
among which she is situated, do not see
why the bread that Moses gave is not
good enough.

Christ’s church is a peculiar people,
in all respects essentially different from
the religionists of this world. She com-
prises a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, and a holy nation, and
shows forth the praises of him who hath
called her out of darkness and trans-
lated her into the kingdom of his dear
Son. The doctrine which her faith takes
hold of is that which cannot possibly
suit anybody else under heaven, and if
there be any who have not passed from
death unto life, who fancy that they
can understand and love the doctrine
by which the church of God is dis-
tinguished, they are deluded. As none
knoweth the things of a man but the
the spirit of a man that is in him, (for
the spirit of man being taken away
from any man but a dead and un-
conscious corpse remains,) neither know-
eth any man the things of the Spirit
but the Spirit. And unless we be born
of the Spirit, and that Spirit abide in
us, we are as dead to all spiritual
things, as the human body is to natural
life after the animal spirit has departed.
It is therefore, quite as practicable to
teach the tenants of the tombs the
English grammar, or any science, as to
teach the things of the Spirit of God
to unregenerate men. The church. of
God, if found at all, will be found in
possession of doctrine which cannot be
taught by every or any man to his
neighbor, saying, Know the Lord; it
cannot be taught nor learned in Sab-
bath schools, or what are called theo-
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logical schools; nor can it be derived

from reading the Bible, or hearing it.

expounded even if Paul himgself were
the expounder, for the natural man
cannot receive it; it is spiritually dis-
cerned. Every organized body of pro-
fessors of religion who hold a doctrine
which they can teach their unregenerate
fellow-men is a branch of antichrist;
and the nature and attainableness of
their faith proves that they have not
the faith of God’s elect, and that their
. faith stands in the wisdom of men, and
not in the power of God. See 1 Cor. 2:5.
The primitive church acknowledged
Christ as the only spiritual King, the
true and only Potentate, who only hath
immortality dwelling in the light which
no man can attain unto. That church
cannot now be identified where Christ
is not so regarded: nor is he so regarded
by any church, sect, or people who hold
that there is spiritual life anywhere
else, or that the light in which he
dwelleth can- be approached. To ap-
proach is to make some advance towards
the object; but this no man can do,
as the members of the church of Christ
know right well. The true church now,
as in her primitive days, depends on
God to raise up, qualify, send forth,
and sustain the ministers of the gos-
pel. Those who heap to themselves as
teachers, having itching ears, are not
the church of Christ. To him who as-
cended up on high, who led captivity
captive, and received gifts for men,
they look for all the gifts which the
church can need,—to him who reigns,
being exalted a Prince and a Saviour,
to give repentance to Israel and re-
mission of sins, and to him alone they
look to bring sinners to repentance and
to cause the redeemed of the Lord to
return with singing to Zion with ever-
lasting joy upon their heads. To him
who opened the doors of death, and
rose triumphantly from the grave, who

conquered sin and hell, they look for
support, comfort, deliverance and vic-
tory.

TFinally, the church of our Reedemer
18 the circumcision who worship God
wn the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh.

(Elder) L. P. HARRIS
Duquoin, Il.

Perrin, Texas

DEAR ELDER DopsoN: I have a mind to
write you as it is our meeting day at
the church and the weather is so bad
I cannot go, but my mind is at the
church and it goes out to all the breth-
ren everywhere. In this day of wars
and rumors of wars men everywhere
are crying peace when there is no peace,
not even among our people. We hear
men crying lo here and lo there instead
of trying and striving for peace. We
want to see how many will follow us.
Oh, brethren why can’t we live together
in peace and enjoy one another and do
as Peter said, “Brethren, see that ye
love one another with a pure heart fer-
vently.,” If brethren could do this they
could see good in one another and not
evil. _

I was thinking this forenoon of the
fortieth chapter of Isaiah and of the
wonderful things he declared for the
comfort of the Lord’s people. “O Zion,
that bringest good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain; O Jerusalem,
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy
voice with strength; lift it up, be not
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God! Behold the Lord God
will come with strong hand, and his
arm shall rule for him: behold, his
reward is with him, and his work  be-
fore him.” “All thy works shall praise
thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall
bless thee. They shall speak of the glory
of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power.”
In all our talking on those heavenly
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things of our God we have tried to
bring those glad tidings of good things
of this kingdom that Daniel said should
never be destroyed but shall stand for-
ever. This kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom and it is set up in God’s peo-
ple and they are made kings and priests
unto God. So dear brethren, let us see
to it that we love one another with a
pure heart fervently, knowing that it
takes the new birth to bring about all
our obedience in the faith for Peter
said, “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the breth-
ren.” Being born again this new birth
must come in order for us to walk in
newness of life,

I surely enjoy reading the Signs of
the Times. It does my soul good to
have those good old brethren write of
God’s goodness and bring those good
tidings when they are up in the high
mountain, raised up together and made
to sit together in heavenly places in
Christ. Oh, what a wonderful God the
Old Baptists have. He can tear down
kingdoms and build them up for he
does as he pleases in heaven above and
in the earth beneath. May the good Lord
be with our people everywhere the
world over is my desire.

(Elder) C. Y. OSTEEN

223%% So. 10th St., Mt. Vernon, IIL

ELpEr R. LESTER DoDSON AND EDITORS:
DrAr BrETHREN IN CHRist I Hopm: I
am sending two obituaries to publish
in the dear old Signs, my husband’s
and brother J. T. Meredith’s when you
have the space. I am writing you with
a sad and broken heart. I cannot tell
you the sorrows I have gone through
in the last three months. Sometimes it
_seems more than I can stand, but I
realize and know God does all things
well according to his will and purpose
and none can stay his hand. It was

his will to take my dear husband. He
called him at the appointed time and
the call had to be obeyed and leave
me to mourn his passing. I do not
mourn as one without hope for I feel
it is my loss but his etermal gain. He
is at rest in his Savior’s arms where
I hope to meet him around that great
dazzling throne of God, where all will
be peace and lidppiness, no sickness,
sorrow or dying there where we can
be with Christ and be as he is.

- Elder Dodson, my husband was sick

in bed three weeks and two days with
heart trouble, but oh, I feel T have lots

to be thankful for. He knew everything

to the last, called me by my name and
knew I was with him to the last breath.
It was so hard to part and know I am
left alome. I have one stepson who is
good to me and I love him.

It was time for the Soldier Creek

union meeting to be held at our home
church, Rock S8prings Church, beginning
Friday before the first Sunday in July.
My husband had talked and planned
all winter for us to go down to Simp-
son, Ill, and help take care of the
union meeting. He was so interested in
it and when he was taken sick fried
so hard to get well to go. He had his
plans all made to take care of the meet-
ing and when he saw he was not going
to be able to go he wanted me to get
some one to stay with him and for me
to go and take the things. I got every-
thing ready to go and was to start
July 1 for Elder C. O. Kerley’s home
where we had made arrangements to
stay and help with the meeting. On
Sunday morning, June 29, he said to
me, “Willie I am too sick for you to
leave me, you will have to give it up
as I want you to stay here with. me.
Send them word you cannot leave me.”
T said to him, “Kerley I am not going
to leave you, brother Walter is going
to take the things and go on the truck
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with them and will help them down

there.” He looked up at me with con-
tentment in his eyes and said, “Well.”
He never said any more about the meet-
ing. He was so much worse on Tues-
day morning when my brother came to
get the things I would not let him go
into the room for fear he would worry.
They had hardly gotten out of town
when my husband passed away, July 1.
He had told me for us all to go on
to Rock Springs Church, enjoy our-
selves and treat all the people nicely,
he would not get to go with us but
he might get to come before the meeting
was over. Ie said, “Willie I never
wanted to go to Rock Springs Church as
badly in all my life as I did this time
as I felt it would be my last time, but
I guess my time has been.”

About two months before he was

taken sick he told me if he should pass
away to call Elder J. T. Henson and
Elder Paul Poyner to preach his funeral
which we did. He had been in: failing
health for the last twelve years. Never
uniting with the church but was a strong
believer in the Primitive Baptists and
interested in helping to finance the
church. He believed in an all wise God
and salvation by grace and grace alone,
He was well posted on the Scriptures,
had a gift to remember and quote them.
He enjoyed reading and writing about
them and talking with his friends and
was interesting to listen to. Many, many
~ times he has preached good sermons
here in our home when no one was
around him. I have kept quiet in
another room and listened, and he would
stop when I entered the room. I wanted
him to unite with the church so badly
but it was not God’s will. He had been
given a light to feel that God’s children
were not all in the visible church, but
the ones out of the visible church were
the ones that gathered crumbs from
the Master’s table. He often said the

saints were all in the temple. It seems
the affliction he had to suffer was
great, be had carried a burden for years
but God had a purpose in it. He shed
many tears of sorrow while going
through such fiery trials. When he
seemed so low in the dark, feeling his
unworthiness I have been so sorry for
him at times, but God moves in a
mysterious way, his wonders to per-
form. His ways are higher than ours
and past finding out. :

Elder Dodson, I have written this to
you as it seems a relief to my mind. If
you consider it worth the space you
can ‘publish it, if not cast it aside.
Soldier Creek meeting was a grand
meeting. Everything was carried out
peaceably and we had wonderful preach-
ing by Elders, J. T. Henson, Paul Poy-
ner, W. O. Perkins and R. L. Biggs.
It was all a wonderful feast. I enjoyed
the glad tidings, and feel that God
was in our midst. Our little church is
in peace for which we are thankful.
We are few in number but try to meet
the first Sunday in each month. When
we met the first Sunday in August,
Elder C. O. Xerley, our moderator,
preached a good sermon and we sang
songs of praise to God’s dear name.
We feel to be the least of all the dear
Baptists. T must not take up your time,
have written more than I intended. An
unworthy sister, if one the least.

(Mrs.) WILLIE IRENE KERLEY

Route 2, Chewelah, Wash.
Drar ErpEr DopsoN: I would like to
write a few thoughts about baptism.
You may do with them as you see fit,
cast them aside and I will feel no of-
fense. My reason for writing is that

I have thought about it for some time

and I would like a little relief. They
may be too simple and childlike to be
of value. :

There was no baptism until John the"
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Baptist came as the voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness. I believe it was
like a seed all through the Old Testa-
ment. Does it not speak of the seed
of Abraham? It was then the promise

though 1ying dormant as a seed planted-

in the earth (and wasn’t that just what
it was?). All the earth lay in darkness.
Even the disciples could not understand
Christ must needs be crucified and rise
again from the dead; they could not
understand he was here on earth and
among them. Why did he not set up
his kingdom and carry on from there?
Because that seed had to be watered
before it would grow.

I have often wondered why we need

to be baptized. Some have told me it
is the answer of a good conscience
towards God. That is good and I like
it, but still why? Some say it is a
visible entrance into' the church, that
also is good, but still I ask why? Some
say we are buried with him in a watery
grave to arise with him at the last
day, but still why? These things are all
right to me, but why cannot this be
just between my God and me? No, I
believe that when Christ was here on
earth, walked here and bled and died,
that seed that was spoken of in Abra-
ham was immersed in water and sprang
forth into life everlasting for truly he
says I am the tree of life. Here is the
first resurrection and all who have a
part in this one need not fear the
second. “God moves in a mysterious
way, his wonders to perform.” His peo-
ple are a peculiar people, poor in spirit
and the things of this life. They believe
different from any one else; they be-
lieve there is nothing we can do to in-
herit eternal life; they do not believe
in works to obtain salvation yet strive
hard to live upright in the sight of
God and their fellow-man. It is said
of Christ he was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; he was numbered

with the transgressors, yet he was holy
and spotless; the Son of the true and
living God, and yet he was baptized,
he went to John and desired it. God
was well pleased with what he had done.
Yes, here is the shadow of that great
spiritual resurrection. How can I put
into words what I mean? Here the
church was born, here the seed sprang
forth with life and grew; here was God’s
word returning unto him fulfilling all
things that he had purposed and de-
creed from the beginning of time; and
I believe that seed that was planted
in eternity is the spiritual body of
Jesus Christ, that tree of life that
grows over and out of the river of
life, is surely just as alive to-day as
God is, for it is his plan of salvation
to a peor forsaken people. They are
such a people because it is his will they
should be for out of swech is their
spiritual growth made manifest in the
flesh. So in our own experience when
we come to be baptized we wonder why? -

Christ said, “A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. Neither do men
light a candle and put it under a
bushel.” No, and neither does God do
this. That city he is building is set on
a hill and it cannot be hid, and that
light is not put under the measure of
man. No, not under a bushel for it
cannot be measured or comprehended
in our minds. They are marked and set
apart for that seed must be immersed
and it must grow, and it does grow
though we cannot realize it. God sees
all things and not one part or particle
of that building will be weak or incom-
plete for it is of God and therefore sure.

(Mrs.) MARY L. ECKARD

Star Route, Naches, Wash.
Dear KinpreEp IN CHRIST: I have been
asked to write an account of the an-
nual three days meeting we attended
at Riffe, Wash.,, Aug. 15, 16, 17, so
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that others may know of our welfare
here in the Northwest. There were less
than one hundred people present, but
there was much love and rejoicing
manifested. Elder I. F. Coleman is pas-
tor of this church. Two of the sisters
who usually do much of the entertain-
ing were bedfast, but every one present
was made welcome and well cared for.
Sister IFannie Davis was sick at her
daughter’s home in Oregon. Sister Rosa
Coleman was also sick, but the usual
number of people were entertained in
her home by one of her sisters and a
granddaughter. There was preaching in
her home both Friday and Saturday
nights.

Sister Effie Parke, who lives sixty
miles from Riffe was sick and unable
to be at the meeting. Friday afternoon
after services at the meeting-house Elder
A. D. Hughett of Yakima and Elder
Seth Bynum preached there that night.

Most of the people present had come
some distance some of them being old
and feeble and hardly able to be out
of bed. There is, we hope, the love of
God shed abroad in our hearts which
draws us together, and hardships and
sickness are as nothing when God
strengthens us and makes a way for
us to go. One man traveled nearly 2,500
miles (round trip) to be with us, al-
though a stranger in the flesh. He had
never heard an Old Baptist sermon be-
fore. The following letter tells his im-
pressions of the meeting. His experience
was published in the March 1946 Signs.
Yours in hope of eternal life.

(Mrs. ) BEATRICE HAAN

Marshall, Sask., Canada
Mgrs. BrATRICE HAAN, DBAR SISTER IN
CHrisT: I promised some of the good
brothers and sisters I would write, but
you are the first and I am sure they
will all understand just why I wrote
you first. First of all I must say that

I am somewhat bewildered since re-
turning home. I met so many nice Old
School Baptists that I fear my line of
conversation deceived them. I left home
seeking evidence that I was one of
them, and unless badly deceived I surely
found it. I think I told you how I read
and re-read Elder Seth Bynum’s letter
and then to meet him on the bus while
I had his letter with me. Surely God
works in. a mysterious way his won-
ders to perform.

The first morning we went to church,
when I heard the singing outside, I
realized I had found the true church,
but my heart was so heavy laden I
could not speak. If T am permitted to
enter that wondrous city that God has
prepared for those he loves, and I hear
and see a band of angels singing around
the throne—well then and not until
then do I expect to hear sweeter sing-
ing. I may also add there will be no
heavy laden hearts there.

On Saturday morning at the close
of the services while they were sing-
ing “Must I be carried to the skies on
flowery beds of ease,” I burst into tears.
Sister Eckard came forward and shook
my hand and I could read in her face
that she, too, had traveled the same
road. We are told not to quench the
spirit. Well on that occasion I could
not, neither did I want to. You know
we like to have evidences. Although
the Bible is full of admonitions as to
how we sghould live, yet we know we
have not kept them, so it is all of grace
from first to last.

Again on Sunday morning I had a
similar experience just before you par-
took of the Lord’s supper when Elder
Hughett said, “This is my broken body.”
The Holy Spirit was surely in that
house. Several of the Elders offered to
baptize me but I told them I did not
feel good enough. I think we were bap-
tized into that heavenly home in our



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 9

first experience whatever it was 1
wanted to go and leave all behind and
was disappointed because I could not go.
I am looking forward to the time
when I will be selling my farm and
locating near Old School Baptists so
that I can attend church regularly for
there my kindred dwell. It is doubtful
if T will be able to come to your meet-
ing at Touchet. However, if T do not
come I will be with you in spirit.
I do not remember whether I wrote
you this before or- not, but I believe
every child of grace was given a cross
to bear. In other words God sees fit
to withhold a portion or part from us
in order to cause us to search and in-
quire, “for what a man seeth, why
doth he yet hope Tor?”’ Be sure to re-
member me to Mildred. Yours sincerely,
JOE MACKENZIE

Calion, Ark.
ELpEr R. LesTER DoDSON, EDITOR.
DreAr ELDER DopsoN: I am enclosing an
article on prayer for the editorial sec-
tion of the Signs. You will also find
money-order to cover new and renewal
subscriptions for Signs.

I have enjoyed the fellowship of
brethren over a wide territory during

this past summer and fall. T have noted
some minor differences in custom and
expressions and some mis-understanding
among brethren. However, I am glad
to see brethren uniting and laying down
petty theories and differences for the
sake of peace in Zion. I have observed
the restoration of lay-members, elders,
churches and associations into the
sweet fellowship of O1d Baptists in
general who have, for some time, been
cut off from a chain of fellowship. This
has impressed me to believe that God
is wonderfully operating in the hearts
of brethren to strive for peace. I am
made happy to note a closer relation-

ship that exists among editors and
writers of our periodicals contending
for salvation by God’s grace.

I trust it will be our province to
meet face to face next summer and
have a long heart to heart chat. I was
minded very seriously to attend your
yearly mid-week meeting this month but
was unable to do so as some mem-

. bers of our churches here were at the

point of death and we were requested to
stay close by. Elder Rhodes and I
planned to attend the Kehukee Asso-
ciation but as we were arranging . to
leave the families of the sick requested
us to stay close around so we attended
the Sulphur Fork Association in Texas
at that time. ’

May God’s richest grace and blessings
be yours to guard and direct your walk
and thoughts is my prayer if I am
not deceived in my desires. When at
the throne of grace could you stoop
low enough to remember this poor sin-
ner in your petitions? A sinner depend-
ing solely upon God’s grace for sal-
vation in time as well as eternity.

(Elder) E. J. LAMBERT

(In addition to the foregoing personal
letter by Elder Lambert, will be found
an IEEditorial by him in this issue on
the subject of prayer. Elder David
Spangler wrote on this same subject
in the December number and Elder
Griffin has an article coming out in
the February issue on it, and we feel
quite certain that neither of the three
knew that the others were writing on it.
All three articles are very good and
we hope our readers will read and pon-
der them carefully. We are confident
that our readers will be particularly
pleased to note from Brother Lambert’s
letter his conclusions, after having
traveled over a wide area during 1947,
that there are definite reasons for be-
lieving that the Lord is working
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wondrously in the hearts of his people
by bringing them into closer union and
fellowship. What Brother Lambert says
is borne out by our own observations,
after visiting among the brethren from
Maine to Virginia, and meeting brethren
from various other parts of the country.
‘We trust that our gratitude to God is
deep indeed for such manifestations of
his infinite love, and we are happy to
know that others confirm our hopes in
this matter. Ananias had heard by many
of the evil done to the saints at Jeru-
salem by Saul, of Tarsus, but God told
Ananias that “he prayeth,” and he
further said, “Go thy way: for he is
a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel.” Ananias
went his way, and when he came into
the house where he was, he put his
hands on him and said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared
unto thee in the way as thou camest,
hath sent me, that thou mightest re-
ceive thy sight, and be filled with the
Hply Ghost.” Our God is able to bring
his people together and humble them
before his throne of grace, if it be his
will, and cause them to seek peace and
" pursue it, and we truly hope that God
will bless our beloved Zion as only he
can. If all of us could only be brought
into full fellowship with the poet, we
would have much smoother sailing
ahead. He said,

“My soul shall pray for Zion still,
While life or breath remains;

There my best friends, my kindred dwell,
There God my Saviour reigns.”

R. L. D.)

Route 3, Coleman, Texas
Drar BrorHER DobpsoN: The enclosed
letter was handed to me by a sister and
I was asked to send it to you for your
consideration for publication. I under-

stand this brother, the writer, is a mem-
ber of Liberty Hill Church near Lillie,
La., where Elder R. W. Rhodes is pas-
tor. In hope of eternal life.

C. U. LANDERS

205 S. Liberty St., Bastrop, La.

VERY DEAR. SISTER: Wonder how you
are feeling now, do hope you are better.
I believe we are all in pretty good
shape except for colds, it seems that I
take cold so very often. We had all the
children here for Christmas except Hazel
and Don. All seemed to enjoy it very
much.

The greatest gift that this world has
ever received or any individual has ever
received was nearly two thousand years
ago, yes a child was born a Son was
given. God caused his only begotten
Son to be born of woman that he might
be verily God and verily man, sacrificed
his life on the cruel cross of Calvary,
that we might have eternal life. e
took -on all the sins of a sin cursed
world, bore thein all on himself, in as
much as the flesh was weak and could
not satisfy the law, Christ did the thing
that no mortal man could do. He paid

_the price, won the victory, and came out

triminphant over death, hell and the
grave and said, “It is finished.” T do
not believe there can be one thing added
to this or one thing taken from it. 1
believe that after the -third day
when this angel came and rolled away
the stone that barred the way to
Joseph’s new tomb where Christ had
been buried, he ascended te heaven to
the Father who sent him, and I believe
he is there now at this present time
sitting on the right hand of our God
the Father, making intercession for all
his saints. What greater gift could there
ever be than this great and wonderful
gift -of God that we might have life
everlasting. T believe that it is wholly
and solely a free gift and that we have
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nothing at all to do with the giving.

I know it is a common saying and
belief that God gave every man an
equal chance of salvation, and all you
have to do is to give Christ a chance,
let him come into your heart and ac-
cept him as your Savior and he will
take you in. This is far from the way
I understand and believe this salvation
comes. They are chosen out of the fur-
nace of affliction, they are found in a
waste howling wilderness, and in a
desert land. This wilderness is the aw-
ful heap and mountain of sin that we
see ourselves to be in when we are
found, (or when our eyes are opened
to the awful sinful condition that we
are in) and we go mourning with heavy
hearts searching every avenue of es-
cape, trying to get away from this lost
and ruined condition. This desert land
is barren, it is dry, there is mno food,

no comfort there. We come to the end:

of our strength, spend all that we have,
every effort that we can imagine fails,
and we are forced to fall down and beg
God to have mercy upon me, a sinner.
Then when it pleases God to remove
this burden, and give us a little light,
oh how sweet and how marvelous is
that light and we are bound to praise
God for everything. All this darkness
is necessary in order to bring out this
wonderful light so sweet and brilliant.
In this we are forced to know that
within us (in the flesh) dwells no good
thing.

Sister, I do not know that I may be
enlightened to give you even one thought
of comfort on the things you mentioned.
If you knew what an awful sinner and
~ how unworthy of anything I am, surely
you would say, no. Some things, or I
will say the same thing, happens to
different people at different times. It
is not always the same and in the same
exact manner, some have a deeper ex-

perience after they unite with the
visible church and some before they
unite. It seems to me that I am ex-
periencing many things I probably will
not have time to mention here.
Several years ago, about 1915, if I
have ever seen any light it was then,
and that was after aboub three years
of the darkest darkness that it seemed
to me any human being could ex-
perience. After this I thought of unit-
ing with the church and fully intended
to do so the first opportunity, but on
this wise something came over me and
seemed to restrain me from doing so,
inasmuch as to do so I felt I would
be blaspheming for I knew I was not fit
to belong to this grand and wonderful
body of people, and if I went on I
might deceive some of the very elect
of God, and I felt that of all things
on earth I would rather not do that.
This together with other feelings that
are probably not worthy of mention
followed me on until some two years
ago, then I put it off as long as I
could. T had thought several times when
I would leave to go to church that I
might offer myself and would go pre-
pared for baptism and it would be put
off, so when the time did come it was
unexpected or unplanned on my part
and this is the working of the Lord.
It is when we are least expecting. I
still do not feel myself to be equal or
fit to be in this band, but I surely do
appreciate a home with them and would
not take anything in this world for it.
“It is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps.” “The steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord: and he de-
lighteth in his way. Though he fall,
he shall not be utterly cast down: for
the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.”
“ Ie is ever merciful, and lendeth; and
his seed is blessed.” “IFor the Lord
loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his
saints; they are preserved forever: but
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the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.
The righteous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein forever.” Psalms 37.

It has been several days since I
started this, but I had to stop so I will
try to say a few more words on this
subject. It seems to me some, after they
have seen some light or born some
fruit, turn against themselves or their
better judgment; rather do evil than
good; set their mind on things of this
world and worldly things, forgetting
the salvation of their own soul; lose
respect for the truth trying to justify
themselves in the things they know are
wrong no matter what it costs. This
is where the devil moves in and takes
charge and steers the helm straight to
destruction, and if they are not very
careful he surely will get there. They
become as a Pharisee trying to justify
himself in that which he knows is
wrong, laying the blame on predestina-
tion and blaming God for his un-

righteous acts. I would think he would

be likened to omne who received seed
among the thorns. They hear the word
but the cares of this world choke it out
and they lose respect for it (the Word)

and become unfruitful. One has to bear .

some fruit before he can become fruit-
ful. He is cast out into utter darkness
then and everything seems to be gone
for him; the world seems to turn
against him, but if the seed is there
the branch will spring out again. He
is forced to fall down and call on the
name of the Lord for his strength and
to guide him out of this awful state.
The devil will carry him just as far
as the Lord will let him go. The Lord
once said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
hath desired to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat.” Jesus was led of
the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil. Here he bruised
his head, but we poor creatures cannot
stand the wiles of the devil. If the Lord

loosens us for any time at all the devil
moves right in and drags us down to
destruction. All of our self-righteous-
ness has to be taken from us for it is
as filthy rags in the sight of God. Peter
had to learn by experience that his self-
righteousness had to be taken from him,
although the devil had led him to the
point of denying Jesus. He cursed and
swore, he knew him not, but when the
Lord Tooked at him he remembered all
the Lord had told him. We, within our-
selves, are not able to fight off or with-
stand the wiles of nature, or the devil,
and if the Lord does not strengthen
and uphold us we all must fall. We
suffer for righteousness sake, we learn
obedience by the things that we suffer,
if we suffer not with Him we have no
part with Him for he says, “As many
as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” I be-
lieve that all the suffering we do in
this life is ordained of God that it
might be for our good for it is written
that “all things work together for good
to them that love God.” We do not
know what our portion might be and
how much we may have to suffer here
in this world, but the one thing I do
most earnestly hope and pray is that
I may have all of my suffering here in
this present world, and after this vail
of life is over that I may wake in that
morn of the resurrection and there be
with Christ Jesus, and praise God the
Father in fullness and completeness in
that world that knows no sorrow, in
that world that shall never end is my
prayer for Jesus’ sake.

The Lord said to Nichodemus, “The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth.” This wind, when it
blows, it is forever for the things that
are done of God are forever. It may blow
hard as in the case of Paul, he was
completely knocked down all of a sud-
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den, or it may blow just a tiny, little
breeze that you hardly feel the effects
thereof, but it is just as secure and
certain as the hardest wind that blows
and all honor and praise must be given
God for everything.

I do not feel that I have given this
matter justice at all, but I do hope
some things have been mentioned that
may offer you a little bit of food, for
it is all hope with me. I do not seem
to know anything, I just live in hope
and hope is something we have not
seen but have a foretaste of and a
longing to see. I trust this finds you
improving and feeling much better and
I hope to see you soon. ,

Now may the goodness, grace and
mercy of God be with you, strengthen
your hope in Christ Jesus and help
you to withstand your afflictions. May
he comfort you and make your pillow

more restful. We know not our short-.

comings and how long our pilgrimage
here in this low ground of sin and
sorrow may be. When this journey here
is over all mortal help must flee and
we must lay this armor by, may we
then be in perfect peace with God, and
if possible with all just men, and may
thou, O God, receive our souls to thy-
self there to await the morning of the
resurrection, and this mortal shall have
put on immortality and our spirits
unite with a spiritual body, and may
we be there on the right hand of God
our Savior, consistent with the will of
‘God is my prayer for Jesus’ sake. Lots
of love to you. Your brother.

- JASPER H. CALK

Route 3, Box 193, Dallas, Texas
DeAar BrorHER DopsoN: Enclosed find
money-order for which please send me
the Signs of the Times for one year
beginning with the July issue if pos-
sible. I am an old lady living alone

and will soon be seventy-three years
old. I have no Old Baptist neighbors
except my oldest son who lives next
door and is such a comfort to me, so
sweet and kind. I have had the sweet
privilege of attending four communion
meetings this summer. All had several
visiting preachers who preached with
power and demonstration a God that is
able to do hig will in the armies of
heaven and among the inhabitants of
the earth, and none can stay his hand
or say what doest thou? It was my
happy privilege to see three of God’s
little ones come home to their friends
and tell what great things the Lord
had done for them, and again it was
my happy privilege to hear several
times one of God’s witnesses—a mere
boy—preach with power a God that
is able to do all things; and the old
soldiers of the cross, how well they
fed the flock with that food from on
high and the crumbs from the Master’s
table that is always so sweet and nour-
ishing.

I was all down and out last year in
and out of the hospital until the 17th
of December. I had a major operation,
spent Christmas in the hospital and
came home the 28th. I have gotten
along fine ever since. Several doctors
said I could not stand the operation
and would not operate at all. This
sweet boy of mine who takes care of
me was so worried about it he would
not consent for me to be operated on.
They told him in the hospital it was
the only chance for me so he sent to
California for my other son and all
my people. They had a consultation and
agreed to leave it up to me. They all
came in my room and told me what
they had agreed to do. That was good
news to me. I felt so happy that I was
going to get rid of the pain that was
sapping my life out. I believe it was
shown to me that I was going to get
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well and T was. not afraid any more
and told them that I was coming
through all right and not to worry.
While being wheeled down that long
hall to the operating room I passed
the long line of my friends, relatives
and children with set grim faces and
I saw a few tears trickling down. T
thought what manner of woman am I
to be given so much love. I had been
given a light anesthetic and could not
talk but tried to give each one a smile
of encouragement. I was s0; happy for
I had been shown by my Father above
that he had more joys in store for me.

“Now, my remnant of days
Would I spend to his praise,
Who hath died my poor soul to redeem;
Whether many or few,
All my years are his due,

May they all be devoted to him.”

Pardon me, dear brother, I did not
mean to write at such length and bur-
den you with my troubles for we all

have those more or less. Yours in hope

of eternal life.
(Mrs.) SALLIE NEEL LUCE

6915 Laredo St., Houston 10, Texas

DeARELDER DoDSON, BRETHREN AND SIS-

TERS IN JESUS CHRIST: If T am one at
all it is by grace and only through his
mercy, nothing I have done or can do.
Find enclosed my renewal to the Signs.
In them T find benefit and enjoyment
from reading the good letters and ar-
ticles of the able writers as they are
given ability to write of God’s mercies.
We hope we are thankful for our bless-
ings from him who cares for us, knows
our every need before we ask for it and
doeth all things well. God has all power
and everlasting love, and none can hin-

der or question his plans in sending
his blessings to his little ones. Some-
times it is chastisement for he chasten-
eth whom he loveth. It is indeed a great
blessing to be chastened of or by the
Lord. We are brought nearer to him
and away from the world.

The privilege of hearing the preached
word and the reading matter contained
in the Signs and other papers is, I hope,
precious to me when he gives me an
ear to hear and a heart to understand.
So ‘little of the time do I feel his
presence if at all, but I do feel to love
the Old School Predestinarian Baptists
far and near as their testimony is com-
mon to those who are led and enlighten-
ed of the Lord. Our heavenly Father
has blessed us with meetings here in
Houston which I hope we are thankful
for, and now we hope to organize a
church militant soon if it be his will
His judgments are unsearchable and
his ways past finding out. Your un-
worthy sister saved by grace if at all.

(Mrs.) IRENE WISENBAKER

AAID FOR SENDING “SIGNS” TO INDIGENTS

J. R. Jackson, Ga., $1; Mrs. H. Fisher, Mich., $1;
H. H. Faulk, Tex., $1; H. C. Johnson, W. Va,, $3;
Eld. R. L. Biggs, Tenn., $3; Mrs. L. Holloway, Md.,
$1; Mrs. B. Dryden, Md., $1; Mrs. T. H. McColl,
Can., $3; Eld. G. L. Weaver, O., $1; Mrs. M. Miller,
Pa., $1.

Big Sandy, Tenn. .

DEAR Eprror: Please find $2 enclosed
for my subscription. It is good to see
Signs of the Times has not changed
any in its doctrine in over a hundred
years. It is about the only thing I know
of that has not changed in my time
but God and truth never changes, so
be it. Yours truly, '

E. P. CROCKETT
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING

At our associational gatherings it is
thought by some that the introductory
sermon should set forth some one or
more points of doctrine believed by the
churches composing said association.
According to this line of reasoning it
should be perfectly proper in greeting
our readers for the New Year for us
to stress a point of doctrine which we
hope will serve as a theme for those
who write and those who speak all
through the year.

‘We have chosen for our text on this
occasion and for the aforesaid purpose
the tenth and eleventh verses of the
second epistle of John, the reading of
which is as follows:

“If there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your
house, neither bid him God speed: For he
that biddeth him God speed is partaker
of his evil deeds.”

In quoting the Scriptures, either
verbally or in writing, it is of the ut-
most importance that it be domne in
such a manner as not to wres, them
to their own destruction. A late Editor

of the Signs of the Times, Elder H.
C. Ker, used to say we could prove any-
thing by or from the Scriptures pro-
vided we play fast and loose with them,
and he would then show how we could
prove that suicide was -authorized by
the Scriptures by quoting concerning
Judas that he “went and hanged him-
self,” and then quote Jesus where he
said, “Go, and do thou likewise.” No
one who loves the truth will maintain
that the Scriptures were; intended to
be used in any such manner. Our pur-
pose in thus illustrating the point is
to emphasize the need of carefully ex-
amining the Scriptures and their con-
nections and so apply them as not to
divert or change their proper meaning.
The apostle Paul admonished Timothy
to “Study to shew thyself approved un-
to God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” All who speak and write
would do well to take heed unto this
admonition. While no man by search-
ing can find out God, or break through
the seven seals which bind the hidden
meaning contained in the book called
the Bible, a true understanding of which
comes only through the revelation of
God, we can nevertheless profit much
by studying and familiarizing ourselves
with the letter of the written word.
Elder Spangler treated upon this point
in his  editorial in the August, 1947,
issue of the Signs. His article reminded
us of an incident which occurred at one
of our Southern Associations during
the lifetime of the late Elder Frederick
W. Keene, who was outstanding in his
knowledge of the Scriptures. An Elder
arose before a large audience and stated
that he would not take the time to
look up his text in The Bible, but would
quote it from memory. He then quoted
the following words: “Consistency, thou
art a jewel” Elder Keene who sat
immediately back of said Elder said,
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“Brother ,- that is not scripture
and is not in the Bible.” The Elder
insisted, however, that it was the truth,
and said he was going to preach from
it regardless of the fact that it was
not in the Bible. Such incidents do not
lend credit to the high and holy calling
of God’s truly called and qualified
ministers, or to the cause of truth
which we profess to love, and they
should be avoided.

From time to time we hear good
brethren give their version or under-
standing of some particular point of
doctrine, such as Predestination or the
Resurrection, and then they will fol-
low it up by quoting John and saying,
“If there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God Speed.”
In our humble opinion there is no
justification for making this application
indiscriminately. While John was un-
doubtedly in fellowship with Paul and
the other apostles, who very ably ex-
plored and set forth various other points
of doctrine, we do not believe that John
had reference to them when he wrote
these words. The subject which en-
veloped John’s very heart and soul in
writing these three epistles was that of
LOVE, as we shall attempt to show more
fully later. Even though the great apostle
Paul covered other fields ably and more
or less completely, he subordinated them
all to John’s point of view when he
wrote the thirteenth chapter of I Cor-
inthians. He said, “Though I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels,
~and have not charity, I am become as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”
We need not quote further in support
of our conclusion.

Let us now consider particularly the
subject matter contained in John’s
" epistles. He begins his first epistle with
a reference to the “Word of life,” which
was made flesh and dwelt among us,

in whom there was a fulness of grace
and truth. John was an actual eye-
witness to the things to which he testi-
fied. He said “(For the life was mani-
fested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and show unto you that eternal
life, which was with the Father, and

-was manifested unto us.)” When God’s

dear children have declared” unto them
those things which they have heard,
which they have seen with their eyes,
which they have looked upon, and their
hands have handled of the. “Word of
life,” they have fellowship one with
another, and there is such unity among
them that they can say, with John,
“and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his son Jesus Christ.”
Such preaching and writing gives them
a fulness of joy, and when they are
caught up by the Spirit they can in
unison join John again in saying, “This
then is the message which we have
heard of him, and declare unto you,
that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.” John continues by
saying, “If we say that we have fellow-
ship with him, and walk in darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth: But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
Farther on John says, “And hereby
we do know that we know him, if we
keep his commandments,” and “whoso
keepeth his word, in him verily is the
love of God perfected.” He declares
that “He that loveth his brother abideth
in the light, and fhere is none occasion
of stumbling in him. But he that hateth
his brother is in darkness, and walketh
in darkness, and knoweth not whither
he goeth, because that darkness hath
blinded his eyes.” John repeatedly re-
fers to his beloved brethren as “little
children,” which Fruly typifies, accord-
ing to our way of thinking, those who
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are devoid of malice, envy, strife, hatred
and like such things, and if differences
arise among them they are soon ban-
ished and forgotten. They are all as
branches abiding in the true vine, and
they bear fruit to the honor and glory
of the meek and lowly One. John told
them he wrote unto them not because
they knew not the truth, “but because
ye know it, and that no lie is of the
truth.” .

The well known apostle of LOVE, as-
cended up into the heights of sublimity
of his subject when he said, “Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew
him not,” and lest we should conclude
that this refers only to the future, he
says, ‘“Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is.”
We need to be kept mindful of the fact
that now are we the sons of God, and
conduct ourselves accordingly. The
future will be taken care of by Him
who worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will, and it should be enough
for us to be assured that ‘“we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he
is.” It is in the fourteenth verse of
this third chapter of his first
epistle that we find a portion of Holy
Writ which is most precious to every
vessel of mercy. We refer to the words,
“We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the
brethren.” Can we really say in truth
that we know we love the brethren?
There have been times in our experience
when we were persuaded that we could
truly say this. According to John, how-
ever, we must need do more than simply
repeat his words. The balance of. the
same verse says, “He that loveth not

his brother abideth in death.” Neither
does he leave his subject at this point,
but goes on to say, “Hereby perceive
we the love of God, because he laid
down his life for us: and,_ we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren.
But whoso hath this world’s goods,
and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him? My little children, let us
not love in word, neither in tongue;
but in deed and in truth.” How we
do wish and pray that God’s dear peo-
ple might be given to take these things
to heart and verily live them. Is not
this what Jesus had reference to when
he said, “By -this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another.” God -in his provi-
dences provides for the testing of our
love and our faithfulness to him. He
may somefimes afflict his children, or
withhold from them the necessities of
life, to show us how cold and hard-
hearted and miserly we are one to
another. Oh, may we, when the Son of
man shall come in his glory be found
on his right hand as having given meat
to them who were an hungered: drink
to those who thirsted: took in the
stranger: clothed the naked: visited the
gick and those in prison, but if so it
will be all of his grace. May it please
him to give us the unction of the Holy
One whereby we may do with all our
might whatsoever our hands find to do
pertaining to his kingdom, and may we
also be kept on the alert to try the
spirits whether they are of God, giving
no ground to those who deny that
Christ has come in the flesh and finish-
ed the work of redemption for his
people, remembering the words of John
where he says, “Ye are of God, little
children, and have overcome them: be-
cause greater is he that is in you, than
he that is in the world. They are of
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the world: therefore speak they of the
world, and the world heareth them. We
are of God: he that knoweth God hear-
eth us; he that is not of God heareth
not us. Hereby know we the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error. Beloved,
let us love one another: for love is of
God; and every one that loveth is born
of God, and knoweth God. He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love. In this was manifested the love
of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also
to love one another.” And now listen
to what this same apostle says in the
twentieth verse of this fourth chapter:
“If a man say, I love God, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar; for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen?” In beginning the fifth
chapter he says, “Whosoever believeth
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God:
and every one that loveth him that be-
gat loveth him also that is begotten
of him. By this we know we love the
children of God, when we love God,
and keep his commandments. For this
is the love of God, that we keep his
~commandments: and his commandments
are not grievous.”

~John addresses his second epistle, in
~which is found our text, to “the elect
lady, and her children,” for whom he
professes an undying love. She is none
other than the Gospel Church and, if
indeed we are numbered among her
children, this megsage is addressed to
us, collectively and as individuals, and
we should accept it in truth. John de-
gired that grace, mercy and peace “from
God the Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in

truth and love” be with her. How well
suited these are to our condition and
needs! He then beseeches this “elect
lady and her children” that they “love
one another.” Then he defines love by
saying, “And this is love, that we walk
after his commandments. This is the
commandment, That, as ye ‘have heard
from the beginning, ye should walk in
it. For many deceivers are entered in-
to the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist.”” Having
thus warned them he then says “Look
to yourselves, that we lose not those
things which we have wrought, but that
we receive a full- reward. ‘Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son.”
If we can rightly discern what the doc-
trine of Christ is it is the doctrine of
love, and if any come unto us bringing
not this doctrine, we are to receive them
not into our house, and neither bid
them God speed. To so receive and treat
them would encourage them to con-
tinue in their course, which would al-
so involve those who do so as partakers
of their evil deeds. Paul said, “Some
indeed preach Christ even of envy and
strife; and some of good will: The one
preach Christ of contention, not sin-
cerely, supposing to add affliction to
my bonds; But the other of love, know-
ing that I am set for the defence of
the gospel. What then? notwithstand-
ing, every way, whether in pretence, or
in truth, Christ is preached; and I
therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.”
Phil. 1:15-18. As we understand John’s
teaching, however, even though . one
might come among us preaching the
truth, if the spirit manifested is such
as to engender strife, confusion and
hatred among the brethren, he should
not be received and bidden God speed.
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As a final word, we would say that
the truth should be preached in Iove,
and where this is done we are con-

vinced that the peaceable fruits of

righteousness will follow.

We wish to greet our readers in the
spirit of true love and fellowship, and
in conclusion will leave with you for
your consideration the words of the
apostle Paul, Hebrews 10:24-25, “And
let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: Not for-
saking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.”

R. L. D.

.PRAYER..

One subject of vital importance to the
child of God is prayer. True prayer is
a sincere desire of the heart prompted
by the Holy Spirit. One prays sincerely
for that to be done for him that he has
learned by sad experience that he can-
not perform himself. When you are
brought down to feel your dependence
and inability and you are sinking in
despair, and God reveals himself to you
as being willing to save to the utter-
most; you are then blessed to pray.
Hypocritical prayer would be an at-
tempt to ask God to do something for
vou that you feel able to perform of
your own strength, or to ask for some-
thing you do not believe he will per-
form. I believe all true prayer inspired
by the Holy Spirit is answered. The
promise is, “Ask, and ye shall receive.”
Many times we ask in vain, but this is
because our desire is prompted by a
selfish sf)irit. We are so ignorant that

we do not know the things we stand.

in need of, but our heavenly TFather
knows and the spirit itself makes in-
tercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.

‘When we realize our infirmities we
pray God to do according to his will
and fto reconcile us to our lot in the
matter. Sometimes tribulations are best
for us even though we may feel they
are against us. Afflictions are grievous
to us while being experienced but after-
wards yieldeth the peaceable fruits of
righteousness to God’s people. Then we
are made to “glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh
patience, And patience, experience; and
experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed: because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost.”

I believe all the disciples of Christ
pray the prayer Jesus taught his dis-
ciples to pray in full faith that every
syllable will be answered. They may
not utter the words but when that
Spirit intercedes they desire the essence
of it and are confident of it being
answered.

Now let us examine this prayer. “Our
TFrather which art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name” In the salutation we
acknowledge him as being supreme.
Those who have been blessed to believe
Jesus is the Christ is born of God. That
Spirit in us makes us cry “Father.”
What a wonderful relationship to be
enabled by his Spirit to feel that we
are his children. We realize his name
is to be hallowed rather than ours. No
one who feels to deserve any credit or
praise whatsoever can pray for God’s
name to be praised. Yes, all things
praise him. Even the wrath of man
shall praise him. The things that would
not be to his praise God will prevent.-
“Thy kingdom come.” We do not pray
for our kingdom, but we pray for his
kingdom to come. There is a king who
reigns over the subjects of a kingdom.
God is king of this kingdom. He is the
supreme ruler. When he speaks it is
done. When he commands it stands fast.
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The words that go forth out of his
mouth shall not return unto him void
but shall accomplish that which he
pleases and prosper in the thing where-
to he sends it. This King spake through
his Son concerning this kingdom when
he said, “Upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.” There is a king-
dom of men and there is a kingdom of
God. The kingdom of men is built by
men and will come to naught but the
sole builder of God’s kingdom is the
Lorp and it will stand. Except the LORD
build the house, they labor in vain that
build it; except the LorRD keep the city
the watchman waketh but in vain.”
God’s people are confident that his king-
dom will not fail for he is the builder
and the keeper and he makes his sub-
jects obedient. He has the power to
make them willing and enables them to
perform. “Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven.” According to the scrip-
ture, “He doeth according to- his will
in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none can
stay his hand, or say unto him, What
doest thou?”’” He “worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will.” Yes,
he has declared “the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying,
My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure.” God’s children are
consoled with the fact that God rules

over all things and the devil with all

of his hosts cannot frustrate nor inter-
fere with God’s will and purpose. Those
things that men and devils ordain for
_ the ruin and destruction of that peculiar
people of God, God has ordained them
for the good of his people and for the
ruin and destruction of men and devils.

“Give us this day our daily bread.”
If we feel competent to acquire this
bread by the work of our own hands
it would be hypocritical to ask him for

it. If we felt to deserve this bread we
could only ask him to reward us with
it. But our feeling of unworthiness as
well as our inability prompts us to ask
him to e¢ive us this day our daily
bread. Our confidence, that he will
never forsake his children but will give
unto them daily the things they stand
in need of, suffices us with faith to
believe that he will administer unto
our needs. God is not only mindful of
our spiritual needs but is also mindful
of our temporal needs. When treating
upon the natural necessities of life
Jesus said to his disciples, “But rather
seelk ye the kingdom of God; and all
these things shall be added unto you.”
Luke 12:31. God will provide his peo-
ple sufficiently with the natural neces-
sities of life as well as the Spiritual
bread which is Christ and his righteous-
ness in them.

“And forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors.” According to Luke
the wording is, “And forgive us our
sins; for we also forgive every one that
is indebted to us.” God’s children realize
that they are transgressors of the law.
They are made to exclaim, “when I
would do good, evil is present with me.”
They realize that with the mind they
“serve the law of God, but with the
flesh the law of sin.” We are made to
acknowledge our sins. Faith and trust
in the merits of Jesus Christ and in
the sufficiency of the atoning blood of
Jesus to pay the penalty imposed be-
cause of our sins and to satisfy justice,
emboldens us ‘to believe that God will
forgive -us our sins. The people of God
are blessed with a forgiving heart. God
has taken from us the stony heart and
has given us a heart of flesh. This
heart forgives a brother his trespasses.
One characteristic of a child of God is
to forgive. Jesus said, “Cast out first
the beam out of thine own eye, and
then shalt thou see clearly to pull out
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the mote that is in thy brother’s eye.”
The fact that you can behold a mote
in your brother’s eye makes manifest
that you have a beam in your own. If
God has forgiven me of so great sins
how shall' T not forgive a brother his
trespasses seeing that they are so little
and ingignificant in comparison with
my sins.

“Lead us not into temptation.” James
says, “Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man: But every man
is tempted, when he is drawn away
from his own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.” God does not
lead his people into temptation. It is
the agreement of the man with the
lustly desires of the flesh that produces
sin. It is the enticement of the lust
which is the temptation.

“But deliver us from evil” When
we would do good evil is present with
us. This causes us to desire to be de-
livered from evil, Because of our many
infirmities we are made to cry out
as Paul, “O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?” Our trust in the efficacy
of the merits of Jesus Christ enables
us to thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Evil is present with us yet,
but we hope some day to be delivered
from it. We trust that when this mortal
shall have put on immortality and when
this corruptible shall have put on in-
corruption then we shall have been de-
livered from evil. When this natural
body shall have been raised a Spiritual
body then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, “O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
viectory?”’ I believe it pleases God to
deliver us from evil continually in this

present life but the climax of that de-
liverance will be the resurrection.

“For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
In closing this prayer we acknowledge
that the kingdom belongs to him. We
grant that he has all power to enforce
his decrees concerning this kingdom.-
At last we think of him as eternal. He
is ever the same and changes not. The
subjects of his kingdom will finally
abide with him forever and ever on
the sunny banks of sweet deliverance
where no one hungers for bread no sin
shall be there; no other kingdom to
contend with, and no evils to molest a
life of joy, peace and happiness.

E J L

OBITUARIES

JAMES T. MEREDITH was born Oct. 29, 1862 in
Johnson Co., Ill. He was the son of James B. and
Martha (Sharp) Meredith. He was one of a family
of eleven children, all of whom preceded him in
death. He was stricken on Sept. 2, 1946, and con-
fined to his bed until 8:45 P. M., May 5, 1947 when
he passed away, having attained the ripe old age
of 84 years, 6 months and 6 days. He was united in
holy matrimony Sept. 16, 1886 to Sarah Bella
Hadden. To this union were born eight children;
Twins that died in infancy, Silva, Allen, Elden,
Avery and James preceded him in death. He leaves
to mourn his passing, his loving companion, one
daughter, Mrs. Zetta M. Stockton and husband,
Marshall Stockton, Chicago, Ill., one son-in-law,
husband of Silva (Meredith) Shelton, deceased, one
granddaughter, Ada (Shelton) White and husband,
Willis White, Simpson, Ill., one grandson, Eldon
Stockton and wife, Chicago, Ill., two great-grand-
sons, Meredith Wells White, Simpson, Ill. and Ray-
mond Leroy Stockton, Portsmouth, O., also a host
of other relatives and neighbors.

His house was ever open to all lovers of the
truth. He united with the Primitive Baptist Rock
Springs Church on Saturday before the first Sun-
day in May, 1906, and was baptized by Elder John
M. Perkins, Mayfield, Ky. He lived a faithful
member until death. He was elected Deacon of
Rock Springs Church July 21, 1921, and also
served as clerk of same until his eyesight failed
him.

The funeral of brother Meredith was held from
the Primitive Baptist Rock Springs Church, one and
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one half miles east of Simpson, Iil., May 8, 1947 at
1 P. M. The services were conducted by Elder W.
O. Perkins, Mayfield, Ky. in the presence of a large
number of friends and neighbors who came to pay
their last tribute of respect to this aged citizen. The
floral offerings were profuse and beautiful, showing
the esteem in which Uncle Jim was held. After the
funeral services the body was conveyed to the
Kerley Cemetery for burial. Pall bearers were:
Monroe Simmons, Chas. Shelton, Eldon Stockton,
Harold Waters, C. V. Kerley and Willis White. We
feel that the church has lost a dear member, but
we realize our loss is his eternal gain.

Brother Meredith enjoyed reading his Bible and
talking on the Scriptures with his bréthren and
sisters, friends and neighbors whom he always
welcomed in his home. He was a faithful com-
panion and a loving father. We hope God, in his
rich mercy, will bless sister Meredith and all who
mourn. Our sympathy goes out to dear sister
Meredith. God’s call came which had to be obeyed,
and he doeth right in all things. Written by request
of sister Meredith.

(Mrs.) WILLIE IRENE KERLEY,
. Church Clerk

It is with a sad and lonely heart I attempt to
write of the death of our kind and loving grand-
mother, MRS. MARY ALICE STANLEY, who de-
parted this life January 5, 1945. She would have
been 91 years old on January 24. She was the
widow of Elder W. R. Stanley who died March
5, 1926. She lived with me for some time and then
for seventeen years with her daughter. She leaves
to mourn her loss one daughter, one daughter-in-
law, nine grandchildren, thirty-three greai-grand-
children, seven great-great-grandchildren and many
friends besides her church. v

She had been a member of the Baptist Church
a long time. She, her husband and my father were
baptized the same day at the Baptist church in
Asheville, N. C. by Elders Gold and Ashburn in
1885. When they came to Reidsville they moved
their membership to. Macedonia Church. She was
a devoted member and always filled her seat
unless providentially hindered. She was greatly
afflicted with throat and other troubles but all was
done for her that loved ones could do. She bore
her suffering patiently and uncomplainingly, being
submissive to her Master’s will. She would often
say she was waiting for the call, “Child come
home.” She was confined to her bed for several
months. :

She was a good mother in Israel never speaking
harmful of any one. We realize that a true and
faithful mother has been called from this earthly
clay to a home above. I believe she has gone to
that home prepared for the children of God where
sorrow, sickness and death will be no more to

await the coming of our blessed Lord and Master

-to gather his jewels home. Her seat is now vacant

at the old church where she loved to go in and
out. Her body was laid to rest in the cemetery at
Macedonia to wait the resurrection morn when
her body will be fashioned like the dear Savior.
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.” We are looking
to him for comfort who is the only one from
whom comfort can come.

She is gone but not forgotten,

Never will her memory fade;
Sweetest thoughts will always linger
‘Round the grave where she is laid.

Written by her granddaughter.
(Mrs.) J. R. SOMERS

ANNOUNCEMENT

We regret to state that our supply of books on
the Resurrection of the Dead is about exhausted.
Therefore, we will have to withdraw our offer to
to send one of these books FREE for each new
subscriber at $2, or to supply the books alone at $1.

We are, however, glad to announce that we have
made arrangements whereby we will send FREE
to each new subscriber, or to an old subscriber
who will send in a new subscription at $2, 2 copy
of SHOWERS OF RAIN. This is a 40 page booklet
containing the Christian experience and 25 poems
by our late sister, Flossie I. Faulkner. If the book
alone is desired we will send single copies for 50c;
six copies for $2.50, or 12 copies for $4.50, pro-
viding they all go to the same address.

Some of these poems have been published in the
Signs and many of our readers know they are good.
The book will make an interesting addition to any
library or collection of books. We hope each reader
will obtain a copy as outlined above.'R. L. D.

‘BOOKS
Elder R. W. Rhodes, Lillie, La., will be glad to
send his latest books (Rhodes-West debate, and
Jones-Rhodes debate) to the same address for $3.
If the books are desired separately, the price is
$2 each. Some of our readers are finding these
books very interesting. R. L. D.

PRICES FOR EXTRA COPIES OF
THE “SIGNS”

We will furnish extira copies of the Signs
of the Times at the following prices: 1 copy,
20 cents; 3 copies, 50 cents; 6 copies, $1; 12
copies, $2. These prices do not apply to our
regular subscribers who fail to receive their
paper, and if they will notify us of the failure
we will mail them another copy free of charge.
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MEETINGS

Mt. Carmel Church, Coffee Springs, Ala., meets
each first Sunday, 11 a. m.
W. A. WILLIAMS and J. J. COLLINS, Pastors.

Ramah Church, Cottonwood, Ala., meets each
third Sunday, 11 am.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Mt. Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church, located
2 miles south of Dothan, Ala., meets each second
Sunday and Saturday before.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Old Union Primitive Baptist Church meets each
Saturday before fourth Sunday, near Dozier, Ala.
Harmony Church meets each fourth Sunday at
11 a.m., ten miles S. W. of Fayette, Ala,
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Little Hope Church meets each second Sunday
at 11 a.m. ten miles west of Fayette, Ala.
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor.

Liberty Church meets each fourth Sunday and
Saturday before, 11 am. eight miles south of
Gordo, Ala. ‘O G. CARVER, Pastor

Mi. Gilead Primitive Baptist Church meets each
third Sunday and Saturday before, five miles north
of Hartford, Ala. F. A, COLLINS, Pastor.

Bethlehem Church, Malvern, Ala., meets each
second Sunday, 11 a.m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Hopeful Church, Ozark, Ala., meets each fourth
Saturday, 11 a.m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

The Primitive Baptist Church at Pratt City, Ala,,
holds meeting every fourth Sunday at 11 o’clock.
Meeting place at Alder St. at the top of the hill.
First car stop going into Pratt City from Birming-
ham. W. D. GRIFFIN, Pastor.

Ephesus Primitive Baptist Church meets each
first Sunday and Saturday before in Slocomb, Ala.
F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

New Hope Primitive Baptist Church, Slocomb,
Ala., meets each first Saturday, 11 a.m.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor.

Wrights’ Creek Church, Slocomb, Ala., meets
each fourth Sunday, 11 am.
J. J. COLLINS, Pastor

New Prospect Church meets each third Sunday
at 11 a.m. six miles S.E. of Sulligent, Ala.
H. MATT BROCK, Pastor

Beulah Primitive Baptist Church meets each 4th
Sunday, south end Three Notch St.,, Troy, Ala.
F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Seclusia Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
4th Sundays, 11 am., 9616 South Vermont Ave.,
Lios Angeles, Calif. W. L. SLUSHER, Pastor,
Route 3, /Box 800 G, Stockton, Calif.

———

Bethel Church near Stockton, Cal. meets first
and third Sundays in each month and Saturday
nights before. For further information write SETH
BYNUM, Rt. 3, Box 800G, Stockton. Cal.

The Old School or Predestinarian Baptists meet
for worship first Sunday of each month, 2:30 p. m,,
third floor Pythian Temple Building, 1012 Ninth
St., N. W, Washington, D. C. Elder John D. Wood,
Minister. For information wrile FRANK T.
SIMPKINS, 5210 - H St., Dillon Park, Washing-
ton, D. C. '

Salem Primitive Baptist Church meets each first
Sunday, 11 a. m., north end Harrison Ave., Panama
City, Fla.

F. A. COLLINS, Pastor

Salem Old School Baptist Church, Weiser, Idaho,
meets every second Sunday at 5th and E. Park
St. B. O. JEFFREYS, Pastor, Weiser, Idaho

Pleasant Valley Church Kingman, Kansas, meets
each second Sunday and Saturday before, every
second month (Nov., Jan.. ete)

L.L. SCHENCK, Moderator, Williamstown, Kans,

(Mrs.)) E. E. CATES, Clerk, Kingman, Kans.

The Lost Creek Church of Old School Predestin-
arian Baptists meets first Sunday each month and
Saturday before near Denton, Carver Co., Ky.
Ten miles south of Grayson and two miles from
Denton on Grayson and Denton Highway. Leave
U.S. 60 at Grayson via Hutchins. Take graveled
road to the church, C. H. EVANS, Pastor

The Zion Church of Primitive Baptists meets the
first Sunday in each month at 11 am. and Saturday
before a 2:30 p.m. on South 7th St., Mayfield, Ky.

0. W. PERKINS,Pastor.

The Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church at Balti-

more, Md., meets every first and third Sundays at.
11 am. in the meeting house, 210 E. Madison St.,
near Calvert St.

Meetings are held with the Black Rock Church
(outside of Baltimore, Md,) every second Sunday.

Hopewell Old School Baptist Church, Hopewell,
N. J. meets every Sunday 10:30 a.m. in the meet-
ing-house. Pastor in regular attendance except
first Sundays. C. W. VAUGHN, Pastor

Olive and Hurley Old Scheol Baptist Church
ASHOKAN, N. Y.
Meetings every first and third Sundays 11:00
a. m., 2 p. m,
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The Middleburgh Old School Baptist Church
meets fourth Sunday in each month. Services held
in the American Legion rooms, over Judge Gol-
ding’s office (third floor), Main Street, Cobleskill,
N. Y, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m,

ARNOLD H. BELLOWS, Pastor.

Ebenezer Old School Baptist Churxch
in NEW YORK CITY

Meetings every first and third Sundays at 143

East 35th St., Manhattan, between Lexington and
Third Aves., 2nd floor, 11:00 a.m., 1:30 p m,
R. LESTER DODSON, Pastor.

Dan River Church between Danville, Va., and
Reidsville, N. C., meets each fourth Sunday 11 a.m.
and Saturday before.

D. V. SPANGLER, Pastor

Elder W, N. Green, an Old School Primitive Bap-
tist preacher, of Altus, Okla., will preach each fifth
Sunday, at 2:30 p.m. in Municipal Auditorium room
214, Oklahoma City, Okla,

(Mrs.) M. R, FOSTER.

) Salem Old School Baptist Church
1626 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa.
(GRAND FRATERNITY HALL)
Meeting first Sunday, each month
10:30 a.m.
Take Elevator to 5th Floor

C. W. VAUGHN, Pastor

The Predestinarian Baptists meet at Primitive
Baptist Church, corner Shotwell St. and Fizer
Ave., Memphis Tenn., on second Sunday each
month at 11 a.m, and Saturday night before.

E. H. LANIER, Clerk

Sardis Church meets first Sunday each month at
10:30 a.m. and Saturday before at 2:30 p.m. at Pot~
ter Co., Court House, Amarillo, Texas, Elder W. N.
Green, Pastor. Elder C. E. Turner, Assistant Pas-
tor.

The Old Orderly Mt. Zion (Cash) Predestinarian
Baptist Church meets on Saturday before the
fourth Sunday in each month, at the home of Bro.
J. J. Darnell, Campbell, Texas.

W. A. LITTLE, Moderator
Sister SIMMONS, Clerk

Saints Rest Predestlnarian Baptist Church
meets each first Sunday 11 a.m. and Saturday be-
fore 2:30 p.m., 4614 Sylvester St., Dallas, Texas.
C. B. Teague, co-pastor, G. E. RUSHING, Pastor.

Fort Worth, Texas, Primitive Baptist Church,
1211 8th Ave.,, meets third Sunday in each month
at 11:00 am. Take South Summit car to All
Saints Hospital, get off and go one block North to
meeting-house. C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor.

Shepherd Fold Church meets every fourth Sun-
day at Civic Club, 1419 N, Shepherd St., Houston,
Texas. W. O. Beene, Pastor, Ben B. Walston,
Ass’'t Pastor. (Mrs.) IRENE WISENBAKER, Clerk.

Macedonia Church of Predestinarian Baptists
meets at Rising Star, Texas each second Sunday at .
11 a. m, and Saturday before at 2 p.. m.

C. Y. OSTEEN, Pastor.

Mt. Olive Church of the Predestinarian Baptists,
Stockdale, Texas, meets the third Sunday in each
month at 10:30 a, m. in the Dr. Wood church-house.
Those interested write Mrs. Lela Culpepper, Stock-
dale, Texas. E. B. AULT, Pastor

The Old Salem Church of Old School Baptists, 4
miles south from Teague, Texas, meets the first
Sunday in each month and Saturday before.
MAGGIE ELMORE, Clerk . J. F. BRIGGS, Pastor

Mt, Zion Church, Weslaco, Texas, meets on the
fourth Sunday of each month at E. B. Ault’s home,
three and one-half miles south of Weslaco, on Pro-
gresso Highway. E. B, AULT, Pastor.

Danville Primitive Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday 11 a.m. and Saturday night before
Bradley Road, Danville, Va.

W. R. DODD, Pastor

Malmaison Church ten miles from Danville, be-
tween Chatham and Danville, Va., meets each first
Sunday 11 a.m. D, V. SPANGLER, Pastor

Norfolk Primitive Baptist Church meets each
third Saturday at 2:30 p.m. and Sunday at 11
a.m., Fairmont Park, 3023 Cottage Toll Road,
Norfolk, Va., R. B. DENSON, Pastor

Richmond Primitive Baptist Church meets each
fourth Sunday at 11 a.m. in the meeting house,
28th St., South Richmond, Va.

R. B. DENSON, Pastor

Little Zion Predestinarian Baptist Church meets
at my residence, on Pacific Highway, U. S. 99, about
one mile southeast of the southern city limits of
Chehalis, Wash., the fourth Sunday of each month
at 11 am. .C. M. FISHER.

Bethel Old School Baptist Church, Riffe, Wash.
meets every third Sunday, 11 am. in the meeting
house. 1. ¥, COLEMAN, Mod.

ROSA COLEMAN, Clerk, Riffe, Wash.

Mizpah Church, Touchet, Washington, meets the
fourth Sunday and Saturday before.

PETER JONES, Pastor.

Pleasant Grove Church near Yakima, Washing~
ton, meets at 11 a. m, each second Sunday by ap-
pointment at the home of one of the members
living at Naches, Wash. A. D. HUGHETT, Pastor

BEATRICE HAAN, Clerk
Star Route, Naches, Wash.

Harmony Old School. Baptist Church meets each
second Sunday at 11 am. and Saturday before at 3
pm. about four miles east of Huntington, W. Va.,
N. S. Route 60 on Russel Creek.

HARVEY J. BIRD, Moderator.
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Experience and Call to the Ministry
by Elder W, N. Green, Altus, Okla.
Drar BroTHER IN HOPE OF KETERNAL
Lire THROUGH JBESUS CHRIST OUR LORD:
I am submitting to you a sketch of my
unprofitable life. If you think it worthy
of consideration or notice of the dear
readers you may publish it, but it will
be all right if it finds its way to the
waste basket for I kuoow, if my life
was before them as it is, they would
have no fellowship or counfidence in me.

I was born in Blunt Co., Ala., Sept.
23, 1866. My first remembrance of any-
thing pertaining to worship I suppose
was when I was about eight years old.
At this time my parents lived in Tenn.
within almost a stones throw of a
Campbellite church, but as my father
and mother were believers in the Primi-
tive Baptist doctrine we did not at-
tend much. Occasionally we children
were allowed to go, but from hearing
my parents talk T did not put very
much confidence in their religion. It
seems I thought there was a reality in
religion, and it seemed to me a preacher
was the greatest human on earth. I
thought he was a good and perfect man,
and I said in my heart when I be-
come a man I am going to be a preacher.
There was a Primitive Baptist church
in the community also and my parents
attended that church, it was located
about four miles from where we lived.
Very often they would walk to and from
church. Very often they would bring

services at our house Saturday night.

Those preachers that visited our home
when I was a child live in my memory
to-day. My parents never talked to us
children very much about the Bible or
what it taught. So as I grew up I be-
came more and more interested in
worldly things, and less interested in
church affairs, but would go to the
different churches for pass time and
to be with my associates. Sometimes
when I would hear the preacher de-
seribe heaven and hell: and how easy
it was to gain heaven and shun hell,
I would get interested and think I
would do that and would give the mat-
ter counsiderable thought.

I had ignored the Old Baptists by
this time and their crowds were too
small only on special occasions like
communion and foot-washing. I would
be there at that time to make fun with
the balance of the young folks, how-
ever, 1 always respected them for I
thought -they were good, old fogy peo-
ple, just ignorant, but I always did en-
joy those old songs.

I was a cripple from what the doc-
tors called white swelling in one of my
limbs for about tem years and I was
a favorite among my associates, espe-
cially among the girls, and that made
me very vain. Sometimes the thought
would come, you better change your
life, then it would follow, I am not go-
ing to die I will do that in plenty of
time. In attending the big meetings I
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very often went to the mourners bench.
Not expecting to be benefitted but for
different reasons; sometimes to keep the
meeting Tunning so I could take my
girl, other times I would feel sorry
for the preacher and the good folks so
when they would sing, “I will arise
and go to Jesus,” I would start and
then others would follow. Sometimes I
would get serious about my condition,
but I did not expect any change in it.
These conditions just repeated them-
selves until I was about twenty-five
years old. One night very unexpectedly
I became interested in my condition.
At that time I was living with my
oldest brother. When I went in from
work that night brother John said,
“Will, Will Brooks is dead.” He was
a cousin of ours we had left in Tenn.
It seemed it struck me like a thunder-
bolt. I knew in my condition I was
doomed for hell. My brother’s house
was a two story and I slept upstairs.
The rest of the family down stairs. I
went up to my bed trying to pray. I
undressed, laid down on the bed try-
ing to pray but did not know how, all
I could say was, “Lord forgive my
sins.” This impression came, is it neces-
sary for me to get out of bed and get
on my knees? The thought followed,
He can forgive in one position as
well as another, and at that instant an
impression came, your sins are for-
given. Oh! the glory, the rejoicing, the
sweetness of those moments will never
be told. I lay there weeping for joy.
I was impressed to go down stairs and
break the news to the family, but the
thought came, no, I will wait until
morning and finally went off to sleep.
When I awoke next morning what had
taken place in the fore part of the
night was on my mind but I was not
so happy and sure about it as when
I went to sleep. I felt more like my-
self and thought I might be mistaken,

so I was truly glad I did not give the
alarm and arouse the folks as I minded
to do. I got up and went about my
work as usual, pondering in my heart,
is this experience a reality? I could not
deny it but was afraid to accept it.
My father was dead and mother was
living among her married children. In
about three weeks after this occurred
she came to stay with us awhile. All
this time I had kept this to myself,
desiring with all my heart for those
sweet, happy moments I had had to
return. I could not experience them
again, at the same time I could not
deny there had been a change wrought
in me in some way. My desires were
different, my mind ran in a different
channel, language was changed or rather
disposed of. T longed now for Christian
association rather than my former as-
sociates. I desired to shake hands with
Christian people. I did not seem to
have any choice of denmomination. The
Primitive Baptist was not numbered
or even thought of while T was en-
joying in meditation the sweet asso-
ciation with Christian people, dbut T
would find myself humming on those
old spiritual songs I had heard them
sing, and oh they were such a con-
solation and comfort it seemed to me.
The tears would flow down my cheeks
while humming them in secret. They
just came and I could not keep them
back.

With these three weeks of a different
life I took courage and broke the news
to mother when she came. Oh! well do
I remember the occasion in detail. It
was after supper and she and I were
in the family room alone, my sister-
in-law and children were in the kitchen,
my brother had gone to carry some
slop to the hogs. When I told her what
I thought the Lord had dome for me
she raised the alarm with shouts of
joy and praises to God for his mercy,
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and the evidence of an answer to her
prayers. The family was soon assembled
to learn what the commotion -was all
about. I sat in the corner with my
face in my hands and my mouth. closed.
Mother related the story to them say-
ing, “God has heard my prayers”
Words can never express how I felt.
I was afraid I was mistaken, and how
I wished I had kept it to myself, and
to make that thought more forceful to
my mind when my brother turned to
leave the room he said, “I guess Will
is mistaken.” That was what I was
afraid of, T cannot tell what a chill
those words brought over me, and oh
how often they have re-echoed in my
ears even to this present moment. How
true they may be. I am yet wondering
“Am I His or am I not?”

So the story goes, I set out to live

a life that God would honor and that

those that were about me would be’

proud of. I was honest and sincere in
the matter, but have I complied with
that resolution? No, a thousand times
no. About that time I was visiting a
girl friend pretty often, she. too, was
very much interested in my salvation
and was delighted that I had been con-
verted. She was a member of the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church and I
often attended with her. I remember
on one occasion I took her to an Old
Baptist meeting. I do not know why
unless it was because of distance and
out of her community, just for a trip.
When we got to the meeting-house a
very small crowd had gathered, mostly
old folks. It was a miserable two hours
for me. My mother was there, and let
me say here I would give the world,
if it were mine to give, if I could call
back those two hours and be permitted
to sit with her under the drippings
of the sanctuary of her God, and feast
with her upon the good word of God

as I now believe she did. That was the
last time I ever saw her at church.
Precious mother has gone to her reward
and that was the last Old Baptist meet-
ing I attended for many years.

This girl friend afterward became my
wife, and as I had no special preference
as to church relation, I thought just so
it is a church, one is as good as another,
I united with her church the day we
were married, and became very active
in church affairs. My pride was en-
couraged and I strived for popularity
and the applauds of men. This kind of
a life was perpetuated for about twenty
years to a great extent. I was satis-
fied with the life I was leading, per-
fectly so, so far as my relation with
God was concerned, in fact that part
was the least meditated upon. I loved
the applause and honor from both men
and womens and I am not sure that
the good Lord has been pleased to take
all of that desire out of me yet. Brother,
how about you? While T was in such
a rampage for honor from men, I could
almost hear them whispering, “Isn’t he
a good and useful man in the com-
munity? I do not see how we could
do without him.” T would swell up so
I would almost burst the buttons off
my trousers and shirt. I must deviate
here just a little. “Canst thou draw
out leviathan with an hook?’ “Upon
earth there is not his like, who is made
without fear. He beholdeth all high
things: he is a king over all the children
of pride.” Surely I was under the in-
fluence of that king. I was very zealous
in Sunday school, in family prayer and
in keeping the Sabbath. During this
ungodly career my good wife was af-
flicted in childbirth and lay an invalid
for eleven years or until it pleased God
to remove her from earth. During her
illness I had a terrible time. God only
knows what I went through. A poor
man, with four small children to raise,
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~and a helpless woman to care for. Un-
der a strain for eleven years trying
to regain her health, it seemed that
my life depended upon the regaining of
her health so we could get back into
church work again that we might raise
our children right. That was my daily
prayer. I do not know whether I was
honest in it or not, if I was it was of
the devil for I hardly even thought of
God. I was just trying to evade the
devil by my own works, and at the
same time gaining a wonderful repu-
tation for myself among the people.
Killing two birds with one stone, but
the greater of the two was that repu-
tation I was building. During my wife’s
sickness I did not entirely give up my
works. I would hold family prayer. I do
not know why for before God T realized
it was only a custom and was prac-
ticed by church people. I never felt
any relief or comfort in the work or
after it was dome, it was all dry as
shucks—just a custom. No God fearing
sensation whatever., J ust the sugges-
tions of the devil, and the same in-
fluence is prevailing to-day among the
work mongers of the world, and they
do not know it, nor will they until the
God of heaven sees fit to shine into
their hearts that light to give them the
knowledge of the glorious liberty of the
children of God.
(To be Oontinued)

..PE A CE..

Drar READERS oF THE SIGNS: I feel an
inclination to offer a few thoughts,
"~ whether "of the spirit or of the flesh
I know not—God knoweth. I hope, of
course, the things I might offer would
in some little way at least edify the
believer in Jesus. I know so well un-
less I am guided by the Spirit of my
blessed Liord what I might offer will
be profitless, therefore, I am in a strait.

In I Peter 2:1 we read, “Wherefore

laying aside all malice, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings.” Quite an urgent reproof is
it not? To the guilty at least, and all
of us from time to time are more or
less guilty of one or more of the said
named elements. That is, of course,
probably because we are human, more
so than divine. That in no way is en-
couraging but rather depressing to me
at least. The above said named elements
I feel are a handicap to every child of
grace. Evidently Peter thought so,
therefore, he advocated the laying aside
of things. To what extent to go, in the
laying aside of malice, guile, hypoc-
risies, envies and evil speaking, Peter
leaves us in no doubt for he uses new
born babes to illustrate along with their

-desires.

In this category DPeter places the
children of God, the heirs of promise,
the blood bought of Jesus, on the planes
of new born babes. Meditate if you will
gentle reader, the absence of malice,
guile, hypocrisies and evil speaking in
the activity of new born babes? Now
can you not see, the reality and the
great benefit in laying aside these ele-
ments aforesaid mentioned? I call your
attention to the desire, the sincerity of
new born babes. Note their desire alone
for the sincere milk. Could an heir of
promise regenerated of God, having laid
aside all malice, all guile, all hypoc-
risies, all envies and all evil speakings
be content and happy with anything
less than the sincere milk of the word?

"Indeed not, for it is the substance npon

which they thrive and grow. Malice,
guile, hypocrisies, envies, evil speaking
have never promoted growth, neither
furnished nourishment in the heart and
mind and soul of a child of grace;
neither do either of those promote
growth, neither furnished nourishment
in the heart and mind and soul of a
child of grace; neither do either of
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those promote growth in our churches
of to-day organically speaking, but in
stead destroy peace and sweet fellow-
ship. Malice, guile, hpyocrisies, envies,
evil speakings do promote dwarfish-
ness, sickness and all manner of un-
godliness among us, even stupidity, the
greater part of which I attribute to
the state or condition our churches are
in, organically speaking, throughout the
realms among us. And now what is the
remedy? I have read several suggested
remedies; I have listened to several
orally, but for some reason the sponsors
of these remedies are fearful for their
own medicine, An Elder who is very
precious to me remarked a few days
ago like this: all seem to know that
Old Baptists everywhere are sick unto
death, but the fellow he was most in-
terested in was the fellow who had the
remedy.

In my opinion pitched peace con-
ferences are not the remedy, or are
they? Fasting is not the remedy, or is
it? Prayer without faith is not I am
sure. I have noticed some things of
late in regard to the necessity of a
leader. At this critical hour among us
I amn definitely sure we are nicely fixed
up as pertaining to leadership. It is
the followers where the rub comes in
for Jesus is yet with us ample, able
as ever to lead. If so be ye have tasted
that the Lord is gracious, then another
taste of the graciousness of the Lord
and another and so on have never failed
and will not fail now to bring the
heartfelt desired results. Remember we
are a people, as a people heady, high
minded, though forgetful, very much
so, and have to be reminded again and
again. Were I to pray, I would pray
now, that all of those troubled in spirit
and perplexed in mind could be given
a taste, just a taste, of the gracious-
ness of Jesus our leader and our
troubles would all be over. Were that

prayer answered a taste of the gracious-
ness of Jesus is the antidote for all our
ills. In our ills we act too much like
men and endeavor to work out our
own salvation before God has worked
in. It is 8o easy to work out that which
God hath worked in so I suggest we
wait until God works in before we be-
gin working out.

I am conscious of the situation, at
least in part, that now exists among
the people of God everywhere. I am
human, very much so. I like to preach
to a house full of folks, but I do not
do so every time. Do you believe if it
was the will of God that all of our
houses would be full of folks every
meeting time? I do. I have thought of
the situation as it now exists along
this line that probably we were ex-
periencing an ingoing or-low tide. A
time when the waters are treacherous
and the undercurrent strong, and none
but old salters dare venture the voyage.
I do know it is no time or place now,
if ever it was, for malice, guile, hypoc-
risies, envies, evil speaking, but it is
time, high time, that all take oars in
hand and with an eye of faith mixed
with hope wrapped in sweet charity
pull and tug for peace, love and sweet
fellowship, and as much as in us is lay
aside all malice, guile, envies, hpyoc-
risies and all evil speaking, and pray
and beg that our desires be alone for
the sincere love of God in Christ Jesus
exercised by faith in precept and ex-
ample. May it be the will of God to
keep us all close to the foot of the cross
of our blessed Lord. {Amen. R.L.D.)

(Elder) F. A. COLLINS
Hartford, Ala. '

“O Lord, I know that the way of man is

" not in himself; It is not in- man that

walketh to direct his steps.” Jer. 10:23

For quite some time it has been
haunting my mind to write again. I
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hope I am not deceived. I have had
many endorsements on my article in
August Signs. Yesterday morning as
my attendant placed me into the bath
tub it struck my mind as quick as
lightning, the eternal and absolute fix-
edness of all things. My mind kept go-
ing until T had finished the whole rou-
tine through the bath house. It seems
if T ccould then have had my pen ]
could have written much better than
now. Yet, I might not and may not be able
to write at all. If God will lead my
mind along T can think of no better
text than Jer. 10:23. T have my own
way and manner and I have to write
as it comes. I have to take life as it
comes.

We hear God talking to Jeremiah,
“Before I formed thee in the belly I
knew thee; and before thou camest out
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I
ordained thee a prophet unto the na-
tions.” God did not have to wait un-
til Jeremiah was born, grown up and
tried ont, to see if he would fit into
his program. I take the position that
all the events of time unfold or bring
into manifestation that that God pur-
posed (fixed) before the morning of
time. T have heard it preached, written
and boasted from my earliest recollec-
tion that God is omnipotent, omni-
present and omniscient. This means
God hath all power, is everywhere and
knoweth all things. We hear God say-
ing, “As I have purposed, so shall it
stand.” On the night of the ninth of
April last year (1946) my wife and I
retired as usual, talked and planned
our next day’s activities. In about ten
minutes after we ceased to talk she
called for her medicine and was dead
in thirty minutes. If T could have had
my way I would have had it other-
wise. How helpless, how helpless was
poor me, how helpless! T had to take
it. It was God’s appointed time, al-

ready fixed and all the powers of
heaven, hell and earth could not un-
fix it. It was not only God’s appointed
time for her fo go, but it was the fixed
way and place. How can we believe
the three attributes of God mentioned
above and not believe this?

Once we set some plants in the
churchyard. After father had taken a
look at them he told mother those
plants would not shade him. He had
a premonition that he must soon go
the way of all the earth, and he did.
It has come to my mind to mention
myself. I have never had a premonition
that my time was near at hand. On
the other hand if T have had any pre-
monition it is that I have quite a long
time yet, but please remember it is all
fixed. Not long ago T had a vision. (I do
not think it was a dream.) In my
vigion I looked toward the West. It
was the most beautiful scene my eyes
ever beheld, no cloud, no sky. The ele-
ments were seemingly closed, a mix-
ture of silver and gold, the sun was
bright as silver. When I came to myself
I exclaimed, “How wonderful, how
wonderful I” And how wonderful is God.
There is no God but the living God,
our God. My hope is anchored that 1
can say, my God, yes, my Father. “A
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold
in pictures of silver.” Proverbs 25:11.
The thought came to me that the dis-
tance from the sun to the western
horizon is the remainder of my journey
here in this world in the ratio of twelve
hours. I do not know how it will be. It
is all fixed. If this be true I have fif-
teen or twenty years yet. But I do
get so tired of my nothingness, my sin-
ning, until T wish I could clip the cord
that holds me here and go home, and
as we used to sing, “Sit down and rest
a little while.”

As tired as I get of my sinning and
as much as I wish I could quit it, T am
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comforted with this thought that I will
not sin any more than God is able
to overrule and bring order out of chaos.
“Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be
healed; save me, and I shall be saved:
for thou art my praise.” Jer. 17:14.
After Nathan, the prophet, had come
unto David and after grace had found
him out he could acclaim, “Wash me,
and I shall be whiter than snow.”
Psalms 51:7. David had in mind the
perfect work of redemption. Jesus did
not say to those disciples, clean the
fish you have caught, fry them and give
"me some to eat. “As soon as they were
come to land, they saw a fire of coals
there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.”
John 21:9. Peter had said before, “I
will never forsake thee.” Peter wanted
to help the Lord, but the Master taught
Peter, I am taking care of myself and
you, too, Peter. Fish and bread already
prepared! Who did it? The answer is

Jesus. The great draught of fishes we

have caught is worth nothing. This brings
our mind to the thought that when we
think we are helping the Lord grace
shines in our soul until we can ac-
claim, “I will pay that that I have
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.” The
neighbors and cousins gathered in to
rejoice with Elizabeth. They said we
will name him Zacharias after his
father. Elizabeth said, “He shall be
called John.” It is so common after
the flesh to perpetuate family names,
The neighbors and kindred contended
it will not do to name him John be-
cause there is not a John in the family.
Somebody must settle the contention.
“And he asked for a writing table, and
wrote, saying, His name is John. And
they marvelled all,” Luke 1:63. After
the manner of the flesh.we would say
Zacharias had a desire to agree with
Elizabeth. The truth is he was named
John before the foundation of the world,
before the morning of time. This is

another instance of what God had fixed
and cannot be unfixed. “His name is
John.” Already named. Before I began
to write I thought of some things I
thought I would write. I have written
some things I did not think of until
I began to write. My mind seems to
snap. Time to quit.
_ (Elder) C. H. BYRD

Route 2, Box 89, Panama City, Fla.

Cascade, Va.

Mr. LesTER CASSELL, BASSETTS, VA.
Dear BroTHER CASSELL: It is on my
mind to write you this morning, hop-
ing this finds you all well as it leaves
us reasonably so. I am continuing to
improve from my operation and hope
to be able to go back to work soon. I
have been so used to being active, this
enforced idleness has been hard to en-
dure. I hope the most of it is in the -
past and I will soon be able to be on
the move, working and going to visit
the beautiful lady to whom God has
given my heart forever, the beautiful
bride of Christ, the Lamb’s wife, known
by us as the Old Primitive Baptist
church. Many, many times has my heart
bounded with joy and echoed amen to
the beautiful language of the poet.

“I love thy kingdom, Lord,

The house of thine abode,

The church our blessed Redeemer saved
With his own precious blood.

I love thy church, O God,

Her walls before thee stand,
Dear as the apple of thine eye,
And graven on they hand.

For her, my tears shall fall,

For her, my prayers ascend;

To her, my cares and toils be given
"Till cares and toils shall end.

Beyond my highest (natural) joy,

I prize her heavenly ways,

Her sweet communion, solemn vows,
Her hymns of love and praise.”
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So much of my time is spent in the
prison of nature’s darknéss, shut up in
a. prison of doubts and fears. It seems
like it is wrong for me to even hope
that I have a hope, T fall so far short
in every way it seems like all the evi-
dence is against me. My thought so
often is, if T was indeed a child of
God, my manner of life would be more
Christ-like, and being as T am so carnal,
that is evidence that T am just a de-
ceiver. To this I reply in Paul’s lan-
guage, “The flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the
other: so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would.” I feel bound to say that
is my experience. The scripture says,
“We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the
~brethyen.” Brother Cassell, that love for
the brethren and hatred of sin, both
equal in depth and volume are two of
the greatest witnesses we have that we
are indeed little children of the most
high God. Scripture again says, ‘“The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.” Paul speaks of some being
made wise unto salvation, and I feel
satisfied this is the wisdom under con-
sideration. Now, what is the Bible
definition of the fear of the Lord?
Do we possess it? That is the vital
question. Examine yourselves, your
hearts and see, dear children for
the scripture again says, “He that be-
lieveth on the Son of God hath the wit-
ness in himself.” Here is the Bible
definition of the fear of the Lord—
“The fear of the Lord is to hate evil.”
May I now say in full assurance it is
true, that if we can know anything at
all we kwow we do hate evil, hate sin,
and groan beneath the burden it causes
us to feel sometimes, when we can see
and feel our falling so far short of the
way we would livé; were it possible.

““Tis seldom I can ever see
Myself, as I would wish to be,
What I desire I can’t attain —
From what I hate, I can’t refrain.”

So sang the poet in harmony with our
hearts to-day.

Now for the other great witness, “We
know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.”
God is unchangeable. He teaches all
his children alike in substance. Al-
though the manner of our experience
may differ a little, the substance or
essence of what he teaches us is the
same. Having a like experience begets
fellowship one with another. Not only
for those we personally know, who are
yet upon the earth, but we even have
fellowship with the saints, prophets and
apostles of ages past. Often we find our
feelings told by them in scriptures. Do
not these words of Ruth to Naomi ex-
press, far as words or language can
reach, our love for the church to-day?
“Intreat me not to leave thee, or to
return from following after thee: for
whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy
people shall be my people, and thy God
my God: Where thou diest, will I die,
and there will I be buried.” I have
often said, that I feel as a young man
who loves a woman with a deathless
love, that I run after her, (the church)
crying, you have won my heart forever.

Brother Cassell, T have been made
to get out of bed a number of times
in the dark and silent hours of night,
fall upon my knees and beg, implore
God that his mercy and love may cover
and protect the church, flowing toward
and into her as a boundless river, de-
siring her welfare above everything else
on earth. I have prayed for her,
preached to her in my dreams so great
is my love. I cannot feel it in the same
depth of intensity all the time. Some-
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times my heart is so cold, stony and
dead I cannot feel anything. Again this
love for the church melts this cold and
stony heart of mine, and it just melts
and runs out, embracing the whole
church as rivers of waters. Then is the
time of fulfillment in measure to me
of the glorious voice of my Redeemer,
crying. “Rise up, my love, my fair one,
and come away. For, lo, the winter is
past, the rain is over and gone; The
tflowers appear on the earth; the time
of the singing of birds is come, and
the voice of the turtle is heard in our
land.” _ A

Yea, when he thus speaks, it is call-
ing us forth, our affections run out
toward him and his bride, and it brings
peace, for a little season, to our troubled
souls. Truly, the voice of the turtle
.. (dove) signifies peace, but not for long.

As the earth is made, filled with hills
and valleys, so is our experience. As
the seasons roll, winter and summer, s0
is our experience until we have gone
the last long mile of the way. Then,
at the end of all time and time things,
when Jesus comes the last time, we
hope to be received home unto himself,
a glorious church, without spot, wrinkle
or blemish. May this be our happy lot
is my humble cry for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Your little brother in Christ, I hope.

(Elder) LAYTON WINGFIELD

Route 1, Merryville, La.
Erper R. L. DopsoN, DEAR BROTHER IN
HoPE: I see from the little reminder on
my paper that it is time for me to
renew my subscription to the Signs.
We have passed another milestone that
has gone down jn history. Some of the
past may be remembered, but the future
no man can know. I am short of being
as fortunate as some claim. I cannot
boast of any good that I have done.

Like the apostle the good that I would
[ do not, but the evil which I would
not, that I do. Experience teaches me
that it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps. This is quite different
to what one can hear almost any hour
of the day. They tell us that you ean
if you will. I had rather be a cannot
than a will not. Every vessel of mercy
has his pitfalls, The individual may
not know why it is so, neither can he
bring relief it matters not how hard
he tries; but when the gentle breeze
(the Holy Spirit) blows to cool his
weak, hungry, scorching soul, it is then
he can sing upon the mountain top.
Nothing that the poor creature has
done caused this blowing. Jesus com-
pares his Spirit to the wind and my
belief is that without this gentle breeze
there is no obedience or rejoicing.

A few days ago { heard a man, who
claims the name Primitive Baptist, say,
while conducting a funeral service, that
somehow- he believed it was possible for
a man to prolong his days on earth. To
back up his belief he referred to the
untimely birth spoken of in Psalms 58:8.
To my mind the following scripture
contradicts his belief.: “To everything
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven: A {fime to
be born and a time to die.” Ececl. 3:1-2.
I see no reason to try to contradict the
above. Job says, “All the days of my
appointed time will I wait, till my
change come.” Job 14:14. -

I believe there was a wise purpose for

the horrible war we have just gone

through. We lost one of our sons and

a grandson in the defense of their
country. If it had not been for the war
I see no way they could have been at
those particular places at the exact
time their lives were blown out. T know
this is not popular doctrine, but I am
pround that the Lord has reserved un-
to himself a few who believe he is
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supreme over all things.
Your unworthy brother in hope.

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.”

J .PAUL McMILLIAN

Route 1, Box 901, Auburn, Wash.

Dpar Broraer DopsoN: Yesterday the
Signs came to me and how thankful
I was to get it. I get so lonely for the
things I believe in. I sat down at once
and read it through. Those verses, “Just
a whisper away,” struck a loving cord
in my heart. The article on -charity
and all the others were a feast to my
hungry soul. Nearly every day I read
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. Your
article on Hebrews was good. Then the
obituary of sister Parke’s husband. It
was he I told you I rode with and he
died that night. I never saw him but
the omne time.

I have had so much trouble this year
so far, trouble with my head, I get
confused, but I thank God I have been
able to carry on. I do not think people
can realize what one lonely person en-
dures unless they experience it them-
selves. I never knew before what it was
to be in such a condition. This is a lovely
day, “An anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast.” Heb. 6:19.

“We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the vale;
The christian’s hope can never fail.

Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim our overthrow;

But vile infernals can’t prevail;
The christian’s hope can never fail.

Sometimes we’re tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then his care:
Though numerous foes our soul assail.
The christian’s hope shall never fail.

We trust upon the sacred word—
The oath and promise of our Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail:
The christian’s hope shall never fail.”

I hope these verses will be my guide
to the end of my life. Sometimes I feel
the end will not be far off for me as
my strength is going. I hope some one
will let you know when I am not here
to receive my Signs. I know my neigh-
bors would not care for it. The old
couple that used to live across the
highway from me are gone. He died
and she went to live with her son.

The world is in a turmoil. T tried
to listen Sunday morning to radio
programs of some of the ichurche:s but
they made me tired. They are always
helping the Savior. “We are troubled
on every side, yet not distressed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair; Per-
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed. Always bearing about
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body.” Love is
the one word that we should stand for.
The Savior loves his children, we should
give him all the glory. We are poor,
imperfect mortals and without his love
and protection we must surely perigh.
May you be spared many years to
minister to the children of God. Your
unworthy sister.

(Mrs.) JENNIE CLIFFORD

West Hurley, N. Y.

- DEAR SISTER POTTER: Often as I think

of our interesting meetings in Maine,
my thoughts flow out to you in bonds
of love and fellowship. I have greatly
enjoyed reading your letters in the
Signs of the Times and noting your

-spiritual exercises of mind as you are

led along this wilderness road with
its trials and deliverances, its sunshine
and shadow, its darkness and light.
Much as I feel unworthy to write you,
I can not repress the desire to express
some thoughts which I hope may be
of comfort.

The priesthood of Jesus and our ap-
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proach unto him through prayer is a
subject that greatly interests me. The
work of the high priest in old testa-
ment times was symbolical of the work
of Christ in his dispensation of suffer-
ing as well as in his dispensation of
glory. When the high priest under the
Levitical rites offered prayer he took
a live coal of fire from the brass altar
where 'the sacrifices were offered and
placed it upon the incense on the golden
altar. The application of fire to the
incense caused a fragrant cloud of vapor
to rise and perfume the sanctuary.
There could be no fragrant cloud of
incense without the fire thus applied
to it, and there can be no true prayer
flowing out of the believer’s heart un-
less and until -God himself kindles a
fire in the soul and indites a supplica-
{ion. “Is not my word like as a fire?
saith the Lord.” It is always a fire of
God’s kindling, not man’s making, that
causes true prayer to rise to the throne
of God. In the midst of fiery trials
the people of God pray more fervently.
Beautifully worded utterances in prayer
books, polished phrases uttered with
rhetorical fervor and effect by religious
professors not taught of the Lord do
not constitute real prayer. It must pro-
ceed, if it is true prayer, from a heart
made broken and contrite by the power
and work of the Holy Spirit, and the
cry of a broken heart the Lord will
not despise. When one truly feels a
load of guilt that burdens the con-
science; when one senses the condem:
nation of God’s holy law and experi-
.ences utter abasement of self; when
one writes bitter things against him-
self and realizes that everlasting dam-
nation is his rightful portion, and that
God in his ineffable holiness seems afar
off and there is no help in man; when
one feels the very wrath of a justly
offended God about to consume him;
it is then that he is fit to pray and

it is then that he pours out a heart-
felt supplication for mercy, knowing
that only grace can save him. To feel
the power of sin with all its damning
effects is to agonize, to cry helplessly,
to cling imploringly, and with faith to

- persist till the blessing comes, till par-

doning mercy. is manifested, but this
will not be until the supplicant has
ceased to wrestle, but can only cling,
like Jacob of old, with his natural
strength to walk exhausted. It ig then
that the blessing comes,

Not only in deliverance from nature’s
darkness and the possession of a good
hope is prayer a vital need, but each
child of God needs a daily savior from
daily sins. How prone we are to sin!
The sins of hand and heart and lip
and thought would cut us off from the
presence of our Redeemer except for the
intercession of our faithful high priest
who makes intercession for us with
groanings that can not be uttered. There -
is a woe to them that are at ease in
Zion. The treacherous calm is more to
be dreaded by the child of God than
the roaring, raging billows of sin. It
is in time of trouble that we pray, and
it is then that the Lord comes experi-
mentally near us. We read in John
that immediately after supper, after the
partaking of a meal that suggests his
broken body, Jesus washed his disciples’
feet. He rose from the table to do this,
suggestive of resurrection. He took a
towel of Iinen, signifying service, and
water denoting the word and washed
his disciples’ feet. The basin contained
a limited amount of water. The wash-
ing of regeneration is limited only to
the people of God. All of us need to
have our feet (our walk) washed by
the word applied by the Holy Spirit
to the doorposts of our consciences and
hearts as we mortify the deeds of the
body through the Spirit and live. And
for all our backslidings and wanderings
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there is a gracious restoration provided
by the grace of God through repentance
and prayer.

We have in heaven a faithful High
Priest who can be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities. The third
and fourth verses of the eighth chapter
of Revelation read as follows: “And
another angel came and stood at the
altar, having a golden censer; and there
was given unto him much incense, that
he should offer it with the prayers of
all the saints upon the golden altar
which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense, which came with
the prayers of the saints, ascended up
before God out of the angel’s hand.”
~ This is a beautiful figure of the in-
tercessory work of Jesus in heaven as
typified by the work of the high priest
of the legal dispensation in making in-
tercession for Israel, as on the day of
atonement he stood between the living
and the dead, the blood representing

the life of the soul before him on ‘the

mercy seat and the dead sacrifice out-
side the gate testifying to the penalty
for sin. The high priest stood within
the vail in the holy of holies which is
a type of heaven itself, the vail de-
noting the flesh of Jesus Christ, for
he entered through the vail, that is to
say, his flesh, now to appear in the
presence of God for us. It was the
blood of the sacrifice that ceremonially
cleansed from sin, but the blood of
Jesus possessing the power of the God-
head actually purges the conscience
and cleanses the soul. The high priest
stood within the vail in the presence of
the cloud, the presence of God, that
dwelt between the cherubims over the
-mercy seat, approachable only on the
day of atonement by the blood of a
sacrifice. The holy of holies represents
heaven where God. dwells in his un-

dimmed and fadeless glory, where Jesus
intercedes with all the effectual plea
of his sinless life, his atoning death,
his justifying righteousness, his rising
from the dead, his virtue as the God-
man in satisfying the justice of God,
in fulfilling for his people every divine
requirement, in bringing salvation to
the believer and clothing him with his
own spotless righteousness. Therefore
he presents his bride holy and without
blame before the father in love. The
prayers of all believers go up unto God
with the intercession of the great Medi-
ator, the risen and glorified Christ. The
shed blood of Jesus and the holy
fragrance of his person give merit to
our prayers. Incense is added to the
prayers, not merely of some saints, but
unto all the called of God. In the holy
place there was a continual burning
of incense, denoting that the interces-
sion of Jesus is perpetual. On the cross
Christ represented the sinner and en-
dured the curse of God for him so
that in heaven he is the believer’s right-
eousness, advocate, and surety.

The fact that Jesus is represented as
standing by the altar typifies him as

our counsellor and intercessor, for in

the temple service under the law the
high priest always stood when engaged
in prayer or in other priestly duties.
Jesus is also sometimes represented as
seated at the right hand 6f God. Here
his office as judge as well as king are
represented. A mediator stands, but a
judge sits. How beautifully harmonious
is all the word of God when rightly
understood! In the temple service there
was a golden altar made of incor-
ruptible wood all overlaid with gold
and around it a crown of gold. Here
the divine glory, the incorruptible hu-
manity of Jesus and his kingship are
symbolized, for the crown suggests a
kingdom and Jesus is the King of

kings as well as the Lord of lords. May
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the God of all grace be your guide,
your preserver and deliverer. Your
brother in covenant bonds.

(Elder) ARNOLD H. BELLOWS

1406 Randolph Ave., Greensboro, N, C.
MRgs. BBATRICE HAAN, MY Dpar AND Es-
TEEMED SISTER IN THE LorD: I have just
re-read your last letter which I received
some months ago. Each time I have
read it love has filled my heart, which
causes me to feel and believe that Christ
washed me also in his precious blood.
I have thought many times of writing
you, but I always feel that writing to
the saints of God is far too great a
task for me to undertake; but I hope
I am sometimes blessed to tell in part

that the Lord has been merciful to my

unrighteousness, and has blessed me to
- love his people with a love that causes
us to be drawn together by the sweet
cords of his mercy, for his mercy en-
dureth forever. 4

I cannot begin to tell just how I feel
for 1 cannot find words to express my
feelings, but I do feel that all our
trials, crosses, sorrows, tribulations,
temptations and persecutions come to
us the perfect way. We read in 2 Tim.
3:12, “Yea, and all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall .suffer persecu-
tion.” In 2 Cor. 4:7-11 we read, “But
we have this treasure in earthen ves-
sels, that the execellency of the power
may be of God, and not of us. We are
troubled on every side, yet not dis-
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; always
bearing about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of
Jesus might be made manifest in our
body. For we which live are always
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake,
that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our mortal flesh.”

Again we read in Matt. 5:10-12, “Blessed
are they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and perse-
cute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for
great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.” “There hath no temp-
tation taken you but such as is com-
mon to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it.” I Cor.
10:13. ,

My dear sister, I feel that I have en-
joyed the delivering hand of God in
trials, crosses and temptations. I be-
lieve it is just and right that the
Lord’s people are tempted and hated.
The world hated Christ and it hates
his people also. Jesus was led up of
the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil; and the Lord’s
people are never tempted by any other
than the devil; and it always proves a
blessing unto those who are tempted.
In this we see a beauty and are thus
blessed to glory in the Lord, that all
which come to pass work together for
good to them that love God. I believe
the devil was made for no other pur-
pose than to fulfill the Lord’s purpose
in doing the very things that he does
do. God made the devil and he did
not make anything in vain. I do not
believe Satan has any more power of
himself than a dead animal; but he,
like all beings, consists of just what
was given him by Him who made all
things, and without him there was not
anything made. I believe his wisdom,
purpose and predestination are perfect,
and in this he caused to come to pass
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(from the beginning to the end of time,
and on into eternity and in hell) all
things just as he saw and thought. All
things that are, are for his glory and
for the benefit of his children, including
Satan and all his works which God
purposed that he do, and he does noth-
ing except by the power of God.

I feel persuaded that none but a
child of God has ever been tempted
in the manner which Christ was; and
what a blessing it is to be blessed to
know Satan in the sense of being a
tempter. Ifor if we know God in the
pardon of our sins, we also know the
devil as the father of all lies, as a
tempter, as a deceiver and as every-

thing which is contrary to the church

of God. Until one is quickened into
divine life, I believe there is no knowl-
edge of Satan except by the letter, and
the scripture says the letter Kkilleth.
‘When we are made alive to the fact
that there is an all-wise God, who holds

the key of life and death, then we also
know there is in our flesh, Satan, that
serpent called the devil; and we find
the two spirits continually warring, one
against the other. But we read the elder
shall serve the younger, which is Christ
born in us the hope of glory, and which
has already gained the victory through
our Lord and Savior. This victory
brings the elder, which is our flesh,
under subjection: (and notwithstand-
ing our thoughts and acts which to us
seem 80 terrible) we walk as our lot
has been cast and are not disobedient
to the great and eternal purpose of God.

I feel that I have only hinted at what
I have tried to tell. T hope we are all
blessed to look to Him who is able to
guide and protect us in tribulations,
temptations and persecutions. A sister
T hope. (Mrs.) MARY E. WRAY

Riffe, Wash.
Erper R. Lester DobsoN, Dear BroTH-
ER IN A PreEcrous Hopr IN CHRIST
Jesus: After reading brother Over-
street’s letter in October ;S’figns I have
a desire to write you a few lines. I
do not have the ability to write for

publication, but wish to commend you
and your capable editorial staff for
your faithful labors to give us such a
dear messenger as the Signs has proved
to be since I first read it, which is
more than fifty-five years now. I do
believe my spiritual life, if not de-
ceived, has been made richer and more
understanding by this great blessing
which is given us by our dear Lord.
He gives us so many precious blessings,
and sometimes we seem to pass them
by almost unnoticed, so now I wish to
express my hearty appreciation to you
and all the writers for your sincere
labor of love for the cause of our God.
How unspeakably great his wisdom, his
love, his longsuffering, his grace, mercy
and power, and how less than nothing
am I, only the very least of his little
ones, if one at all. Yet if I know my-
self T do glory in his perfection and
can truly say with Cowper: “Deep in
unfathomable mines of never failing
skill, He treasures up his bright de-
signs, and works his sovereign will.”
All along the way we see his ruling
power and wonderful way of bringing
to’ pass whatsoever he will. No trouble
for him to close the mouths of the
lions when his servant was cast into
their den to destroy his life; no trouble
for him to temper the fierce heat when
his faithful children were cast into the
furnace, so that not even the smell of
fire was found on their garments; no
trouble for him to make a fog dense
enough for a London cabby to lose his
way when God was preparing Cowper’s
mind to write one of our best loved



SIGNS OF THE TIMES 39

hymns, and one that often comforts us
when we are in the depths; no trouble
for him to teach a little spider to
weave a web so perfect over the mouth
of the cave so as to deceive wicked men
and save one who had not completed
his work; nor to teach the ravens how
to feed his faifhful prophet; nor to
make the cock crow at the Tight time
when Peter denied him.

- When we see these things in which
he proves his care over us in all things
do we not take comfort and feel in our
inmost heart the beautiful truths ex-
pressed in the beautiful 23rd Psalm.
We feel constrained to say, “All the
way my Savior leads me, cheers each
winding path I tread,” and when blessed
with his Holy Spirit I think there is
no more precious doctrine in all holy
writ than that of predestination. I fail
to see where there is anything hard
about it. We parents who have raised
children know how dear-  they are to
us; we plan for their welfare; how we
chastise them, not because it gives us
pleasure, but that they shall become
better men and women. Our arms are
short, we cannot do what we would
for them but His wisdom and power
has no limit so He can say, all things
work together for good to His little
children. We may not understand it.
but may, by his grace, afterwards see
how he makes it to yield the peaceable
fruits of righteousness.

Oh, how often the rivers of woe seem
ready to engulf us in their dark mud-
dy waters, when in that still small
voice he speaks to our troubled hearts
and says, “Be not afraid, it is L” If
we are his we need not be afraid for
David says, “If I make my bed in hell,
behold, thou art there.” So there is no
place we can go to hide from him, and

no depths but he can bring peace even

to the martyr Stephen. He could look
into heaven and pray, “Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do,”
and other martyrs who he gave grace
sufficient to enable them to sing hymns
of praise while flames consumed their
natural bodies. Did he not temper the
heat, though their natural bodies were
consumed, the glory within was so great
they felt not pain for they were given
dying grace for dying hours?

Brother Dodson, this letter is becom-
ing too long. Your time is too precious
to be taken up with my weak efforts.
May God in his mercy and loving kind-
ness watch over you and all other
writers, and grant that you may be
enabled to write the things that will
comfort and encourage His little child-
ren while here, and may nothing enter
our precious family paper but the truth
as it is in Christ Jesus. In Christian
love, your unworthy sister.

(Mrs.) ROSA COLEMAN
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.PRAYER..

No subject of the Bible holds more
interest than this. Perhaps we do not
understand much about it. I am sure
that I do not, and I realize how pre-
sumptuous it is for me to think T could
teach any one how to pray. This world
professes to teach that and some theo-
logian has gone to the trouble to write
a2 book called “God’s Minute.” In the
book he has a short prayer for each day
in the year. Not being able to pray
once I certainly do not feel able to
" give you that many in advance. While
I do not know that I have ever prayed,
and if T have that T will ever be blessed
to do so again, it does not mean that
it is not a gospel subject. If it is, it
certainly is profitable, nnder spiritual
guidance, for our discussion and ex-
amination.. :

By way of encouragement to the dezu
saints T want to say to you that none
of our leaders have a monopoly on
prayer. Although prayer is a gift it is
not one we can use any time men call
on us to pray. If T am mistaken about
it do not follow me, but I believe that
any minister feels a great hesitancy in
offering prayer at times.

Prayer is, after all, a close-up with
God, a veritable talking face to face.
When we are really and truly given to
see our gins, it is enough to cause a
trembling in body and spirit to ask God
for anything, seeing that it is the
prayer of a righteous man that avails
anything. Tn this connection let me say
that T have impressions to pray just
like I trust T do to preach. At these
times it is the sweetest yielding and
compliance to his blessed command as
it is in standing in the pulpit and
preaching the doctrine of grace. Trying
to pray is like trying to preach—it is
mighty hard work—in fact it cannot
be done. While trying to pray, we in-
variably are in the flesh and our ob-
ject is selfish, begging for the things
that we want. But that is not all, try-
ing to aeccomplish a thing not only
shows a lack of how but of what and
why. I believe we pray as we preach
and live and d1e, dependmg on the
eternal fixed purposes of God. If is in
faith that we come to him at all. This
faith, at all times, is the substance of
the things hoped for. This has never
been changed and, although it moved
Abel, Daniel, Jacob, Paul and all those
gone before and will move every com-
municant that is yet to come, it is as
unchangeable as God. In every step of
our obedience to his commandments, it
is faith that goes before, revealing the
eternal perfection and sovereign pur-
pose of God in disposing of all created
things. Faith does not go before, bring-
ing to light the unfinished things of
God, as though he was a little unde-
cided as to his rule of conduct, but it
is the substance of our hope.

Now come hither little child and let
us look at our hope. We do not hope
that we will exercise faith to the end,
but we hope that God eternally ar-
ranged for our salvation in Jesus Christ.
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Our prayer is not an effort to change
God, but it is because he is unchangeable.
The world (that is, the ungodly world)
may swerve and tauntingly tell us that
if they believed everything was fixed
they would not pray, we know better
things than that. We know our eternal
destiny is fixed and that all of our
spiritual blessings are as settled and
stable in the mind and purpose of God
as is his choice. Furthermore, we are
assured that he has given us all things
pertaining to life and godliness. It is
according to this knowledge that every
prayer is uttered. If we must try to
pray then-we must guess as to what
to pray. for. Guessing, we are told is
all right when it hits, but unless we
a sk according to his will, our will
would, if permitted to pray, ask for
things that would forever remove us
and land us away from every providen-
tial and parental blessing. If we must
try to pray (that is, if we must pray
more, or oftener, or more fervently)
then we must guess as to what to pray
for and, on that conditional basis, we
would have a right to ask why if it
was not answered.

A prayer is not something excited
in you by the wisdom of this world.
Just think of the prayers (that is,
words called prayers) addressed to God

(as they suppose) for favor in convert-
ing the heathen. That is a conditional,
selfish, carnal utterance. If it was asked
according to the will of God he would
certainly grant it, because God answers
that kind. We sometimes are motivated
in like manner in the dear old church.
We get over zealous and ask God pro-
miscuously to bring the regenerated into
the church. He does not answer this
kind -of prayer because it is not prayer.

This is a wonderful subject, it is
a blessing from God. We cannot pray
unless blessed in spirit, yet the apostles

commanded us to pray. We are told that
we ought to pray. Now we realize that
it is a gift from God. Would God give
us a gift to ask that any will be done
except his own? Is not all prayer a
complacent acknowledgement of his- will
being done in heaven and in earth? Hav-
ing been taught his sovereignty, and be-
ing kept by his power do we not have
a desire to see and feel the doing of
that will? W. D. G.

ISATAH 45 :7

“I form the light, and create darkness: I
make peace, and create evil: I the Lord
do all these things.”

A sister in Texas has asked that we
present . our views on this verse. The
longer we live and the more we search
the Scriptures, the more firmly we be-
come convinced of the fact that the
context of whatever is under considera-
tion should be taken into account in
order for the proper exegesis to be
given. Whatever else may be said con-
cerning our text, a careful reading of
the chapter in which it is found should
convince any one that practically every
single verse savors of the sovereignty of
Israel’s God. It seems to us that every
child of grace needs to be reminded,
from time to time, of the absolute
sovereignty of our God. The blessed as-
surance which it gives often affords
comfort and consolation while making
this earthly pilgrimage. “Alleluia: for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

- Rev. 19:6.

In the beginning of this forty-fifty
chapter of Isaiah is recorded the pro-
phesy of one of the outstanding events
of biblical history. God was foretelling
of the time when Israel would be in
Babylonish bondage; how he would
raise up and anoint a Persian king to
liberate and deliver them. This was re-
ferred to in more detail in the next
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chapter where the prophet said God de-
clared the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are
not, yet done, saying, “My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
Calling a ravenous bird from the east,
the man that executeth my counsel from
a far country: yea, I have spoken it,
I will also bring it to pass; I have
purposed it, T will also do it.” God was
to endow Cyrus with sufficient power
to subdue all nations. He said he would
loose the loins of kings, to open before
him the two leaved gates; and the gates
shall not be shut, which indicated that
those who were held as captives behind
their walled cities would be set free.
God further said, “I will go before
thee, and make the crooked places
straight: I will break in pieces the gates
of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of
iron: And I will give thee the treasures
of darkness, and hidden riches of secret
places, that thou mayest know that I,
the Lord, which call thee by thy name,
am the God of Israel.” This showed
that God would enable him to recover
those things which they had taken from
Israel and hidden away, and this was
all to be done for Jacob, his servant’s
sake, and for Israel his elect, even
thouglh Cyrus had not known the Lord.
God was thus to show that he doeth
his will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth, and
none can stay his hand. In order that
Cyrus might know that there was none
like him, God declared, “I am the Lord,
and there is none else, there is no God
beside me: I girded thee, though thou
hast not known me.” The end to which
God had purposed this was ‘“that they
may know from the rising of the sun,
and from the west, that there is nomne
beside me. I am the Lord, and there
is none else” Now we come to our

text wherein God says, “I form the

light, and create darkness: I make
peace, and create evil: I the Lord do

“all these things.” We can but feel that

some of our brethren, perhaps for
fear of impugning His honor, come
short of declaring the whole counsel
of God in their efforts to explain this

“text, and we know that we, too, shall

come far short of what we would like.
We would much prefer that our brethren
err, if err they do, in this respect, how-
ever, rather than have them reflect in
any way whatsoever upon God’s holi-
ness. We sincerely hope that no one is
more zealous of scrupulously maintain-
ing His highest honor than ourself, for
we abhor and reject any and all ex-
pressions that would bring God in dis-
repute by accusing him of being the
author of sin, or that would in any
way call into question what he does.
We trust we have received the same mes-
sage that John received, “that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all.”
But we hope we are equally zealous of

‘God’s sovereignty, and we do not wish

to detract one ijota from it. In the
second verse following our text, we
read. “Woe unto him that striveth with
his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with
the potsherds of the earth. Shall the
clay say to him that fashioneth it, What
makest thou?” Man may strive with
his fellow man, but he should not be
found to be striving with God. God
said to the Psalmist, “Be still.
and know that I am God.” It is
written, “In the beginning God
created, the heaven and the earth,” and
we understand that all that in them
is was made by God, and that without
him was pot anything made that was
made. Paul wrote, “For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and in-
visible, whether they be thrones, or

dominions, or principalities, or powers:
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all things were created by him, and for
him: And he is before all things, and
by him all things consist.” Col. 1:16-17.
Quoting from the same apostle’s epistle
to the Romans we read, “Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the same
lump to make one vessel unto honor,
and another unto dishonor? What if
God, willing to shew his wrath, and to
make his power known, endured with
much long suffering the vessels of wrath
fitted to destruction: And that he might
make known the riches of his glory
on the vessels of mercy, which he afore
prepared unto glory.” Jesus said “in
a great house there are not only ves-
sels of gold and of silver, but also of
wood and of earth; and some to honor,
and some to dishonor.” Solomon said,
“The Lord hath made all things for
himself; yea, even the wicked for the
day of evil.” And in Isaiah 54:16 we
find these words: “Behold, I have
created the smith that bloweth the coals
in the fire, and that bringeth forth an
instrument for his work: and I have
created the waster to destroy.” Job said,
“By his spirit he hath garnished the
heavens; his hand hath formed the
crooked serpent,” and in Genesis 3:1
we read, “Now the serpent was more
subtil than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made.” God also
commanded Moses to say unto Pharoah,
“For now I will stretch out my hand,
that 1T may smite thee and thy people
with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut
off from the earth. And in very deed
for this cause have I raised thee up,
for to shew in thee my power; and that
my name be declared throughout all the
earth.” Ex. 9:15-16. All that God has

ever done, or will ever do, was and will
be for the glorifying of himself and the
lifting of the name of Jesus, his Son,
on high. Egypt and Ethiopia were truly
typical of darkness, but God said to

Jacob, “I gave Egypt for thy ransom,
Ethiopa and Seba for thee.” In view
of the wonderful manifestations of God’s
great love and power in delivering Is-
rael at the Red Sea, and destroying
Pharoah and all his host (representative
of the powers of darkness) will any
dare presume to question the right of
God to do whatsoever he will with his
own? David said, “The heavens declare
the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night
sheweth knowledge. There is no speech
nor language, where their voice is not
heard.” Psalm 19:1-3. In creation, as
well as in the experience of God’s peo-
ple, we believe darkness is just as im-
portant, in The purpose of God, as light.
Day and night in this agree; they are
both alike great God to thee. It is in
the nighttime that vegetation does most
of its growing, and it is in the time of
darkness of the soul, while passing
through the deep waters, that God’s
children are made to cry unto him to
undertake for them, to make straight
the way before them, and lead them in -
a plain path. We like the expression
of the Psalmist where he says, “There
is no speech nor language, where their
voice is not heard.” This is all-embrac-
ing and plainly says that nothing can
be left out or is in vain. In all of his
various and numerous experiences (with
whom none can compare) he was en-
abled to see the sovereign hand of his
God preserving him, unworthy though
he was of the least of God’s mercies.
Even in his great sin, which he by no
means attributed to God, but confessed
openly that it was he himself who had

sinned and made his bed in hell, he
discovered that he could not get away
from God, for he said, “If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in

‘the uttermost parts of the sea; Even
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there shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me.” When the
awfulness of the night had passed, and
by the grace of God the glorious light
of day had shown round about him, he
could then see how the inscrutible wis-
dom of God had designed to overrule
his own wickedness for his glory by
raising up Solomon through this union

of himself and Uriah’s wife, who was

“to be a link in the golden chain of
lineage through which his only begotten
Son would enter into this sin cursed
world and open a fountain for sin and
for uncleanness, by the sacrifice of
himself. We cannot see God’s mys-
sterious purpose in advance, for he de-
clared that no man should see his face
and live, but when he has passed by
and we can behold his backparts, then
we can say with John, “Great and
marvelous are thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are thy ways,
thou King of saints.” Adam as he was
originally made, while upright and with-
ouf sin, was only a natural man, and
as such was not fit for the kingdom of
heaven, but it was in the purpose of
God that he should transgress his law
by partaking of the forbidden fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, otherwise there would have been
no propagation of the human race upon
the earth, and neither would there have
been any occasion for God’s manifesting
the great love for his people which was
embodied in his blessed Son, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, all of which
had been determined upon and provided
for in that covenant ordered in all
things and sure. The poet said, “The
fall wrought the channel where mercy
should run, And it was all for the lift-
ing of Jesus on high.”

The next thing said by God in our
text is, “I make peace, and create evil”

We know all too well that without the

privations, hardships and sufferings oc-
casioned by war, we could not in truth
long for and properly evaluate peace.
The word declares that there is a time
for everything under the sun. There is,
therefore, a time for war and a time
for peace, and only those who know
the terrors of sin and its awful conse-
quences will yearn after that peace
which passeth all understanding. There
must first be warfare in the soul, the
flesh lusting against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh, so that we
cannot do the thing we would, before
there can be a longing for real peace.
How amazing that one conceived in sin
and shapen in iniquity should have re-
vealed to him among the names by
which our Lord should be called, “The
Prince of Peace.”” He came into the
world to suffer and die in the stead of
his people that he might thereby make
peace between them and their heavenly
Father. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid.” It is by and through him,
and him alone, that we have everlast-
ing peace with God, otherwise there
could bBe no peace between God and
man.

In addition to the words “I make
peace” in our text, we also have the
words, “and create evil” God being
above all law, he cannot be arraigned
before any court or tried by any jury,
either of angels or of men. He dwelleth
in the heights to which none can at-
tain, and his ways and his thoughts
are ‘declared to be as high as the
heavens are above the earth above our
ways and our thoughts, and Moses once
asked, Shall not the Judge of the whole
earth do right? Let us discover if we

can what is written concerning these
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deep things. In Amos 3:6 we read,
“Shall a trumpet be blown in the city,
and the people be not afraid? shall
there be evil in a city, and the Lord
hath not done it?” The prophet Jere-
miah in his Lamentations asked, “Who
is he that saith, and it cometh to pass,
when the Lord commandeth it not?” In
the Acts of the Apostles is found writ-
" ten, “Him, being delivered by the de-
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of
God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain.” In
Romans 8:32 “He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things.” Again, Acts 4:26-28
we read, “The kings of the earth stood
up, and the rulers were gathered to-
gether against the Lord, and against
his Christ. For of a truth against
thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the peo-
ple of Israel, were gathered together,
For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy
counsel determined before to be done.”
God’s blessed Son, of necessity, had to
be offered as a sacrifice for sin, in or-
der that sin might be. remitted, or put
away, otherwise there could have been
no salvation for God’s elect people, and
while it was by wicked hands he was
crucified and slain, we are told that
the eyes of them that did it were holden
and that they could not have crucified
* him had they known he was the Lord
of glory. Jesus said concerning Judas
Iscariot, “Have not I chosen you twelve,
and one of you is a devil?” There was
work for a devil to do, and there had
to be a devil to do it. God is holy, and
is of too pure eyes to even look upon
sin, and James declares that he cannot
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth
he any man. In the year that king Uz
ziah died the seraphims cried, saying,
one to another, “Holy, holy, holy, is

the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is
full of his glory.” We simply have to
confess with the poet that

“Deep in unfathomable mines,
Of never-failing skill,

He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.”

We are aware of the fact that many
of our good brethren feel that by ewil
in our text is meant adversity, trials,
afflictions and the like, and we will
readily agree that these things are em-
braced in it. When Job rebuked his
wife for speaking as one of the foolish
women, he then asked, “What? shall
we receiye good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil?” We are
persuaded that he had reference to
God’s dealings with him in depriving
him of all his earthly possessions and
in his being afflicted from the crown of
his head to the soles of his feet, at the
same time being held in derision by
those who had previously been pleased
to do him great honor, but in the follow-
ing words he acknowledged God’s ab-
solute supremacy and right to do what-
soever he desired: “Naked came I out
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall
I return thither: the Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord.” Some have ap-
peared to think that the Devil works
independently of the Lord, and it is
with this sentiment that we cannot
agree. We like Job’s summation of the
matter, for he recognized no power but
that of God, and we also like the poet
where he says, “Not a single shaft can
hit, "Till the God of love sees fit.” We
hope that it is because of our unshak-
able belief in, God’s absolute sovereignty
that we can at times adopt the saying
of Paul in Romans 8:28, “And we know
that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are

_the called according to his purpose.”
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In the seventeenth verse of the chap-
ter in which the text is found, we find
these words: “But Israel shall be saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salva-
tion: ye shall not be ashamed nor con-
founded world without end.” And we
wish also to quote the twenty-second
and twenty-third verses, as follows:
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all
the ends of the earth: for I am God,
and there is none else. I have sworn
by myself, the word is gone out of my
mouth in righteousness, and shall not
return. That unto me every knee shall
bow, every tongue shall swear.”

“T the Lord do all these things.” We
have endeavored to hint at some of the
wonderful things which the Lord hath
done, but hint is the most that we can
do, and we hope that a hint to the wise
will be sufficient. When Paul compre-
hended something of the unbounded
mystery of God in cutting off the Jews
and grafting in the Gentiles, he burst
forth by saying, “O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways past finding out!”
Can any more be said? R. L. D.

ORDINATION

Pursuant to request of Providence Church to
her sister churches of Sulphur Fork Association
to ordain brother S. 