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Proceedings of the Ochlocknee

Association.

The Eighty-Ninth Annual Session of the Ochlocknee Primi­
tive B aptist Association convened with Bethel church, Brooks
county, Ga., on October 23rd, 24th, an d 25th, 1915.

The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder A. A.
Knight, of the Union Association. Prayer by Elder E. Lindsey.

1st. Read letters from ele ven ch u rch es a n d minuted their
state.

2nd. Elected Elder E. R. Rhoden, Moderator; Elder J. W.
Gardner, Clerk.

3rd. Adopted minutes of la st year, a s course of business.

4th. Read the Decorum.

5th. Invited Brethren a n d Siste rs of our faith a n d order to
seats w it h us.

6th. Called for petitionary l-etters.

7th. Appointed Committees, ·a;s follows:

On Preaching and Finance-Brethren B. B. Olive , J. 1. Ba­
k er, and D. Clark, together with the messengers of this church.

On Business-Brethren G. J. Chi t t y, F . M. R enfroe, J . R.
T aylor, together with the Moderator and Clerk.

On Dec eased Ministers- N. E . Ch astain.

8th. Ca lled "'01' corres pon dents, and recei ved:

F rom t he San Pedro As sociati on.

'F r om the Pulaski Association, A. A. Turner, D. W. Taylor.

From the Un ion Associtiori , E lde r A. A. K n ig ht.
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From the Flint River A ssociation.

From the Al abaha Assocta tton , J. O. "W a lte r s , D. L. Yoeman.

9th. Called f or petitionary cor respon d en ce .

10t.h. Appointed Elder E. Lindsey to write corresponding
letter.

11th. On motion, adjourned until Mon day Morning, a t 8:3 0
o'cloc k ,

Prayer by Elder A. A. Knight.

Monday Morning.
The A ssoci ation met Recordin g to a d j our nm en t. Prayer by

E l der D. W. Taylor.
1st. Called the roll.
2nd. Renewed the ca ll fo r co r r es p onden t s, a n d recei ved:
From the San Pedro Asso ci a tton, J. J. W i lliams .
\From the Pulaski Associ ation, E lder J . 'T . Stra wd er.
From the Un i on Assocta tto n , Elde r H enry Par ris h.
From the Al a ba.ha Associ atton.
From t he Flint River Assocde.t to n .
3rd. Extended inv-itations to vi sitors a n d r ec eived .a s totlows:
From the San Pedro Associa tion.

,;F r om the Pulaski Assoc ia.tion , 1\'1. W. We b-b.
From the Union Association.
From the Flint River Associa ttori , T. H . R est€!'.
From the Alabaha Assoc iatton .
4th. Called for report ' of business com m ittee, a nd it re­

ported H'S follows: We yourBuaines s Committee, examined the
cor r es p on d-i n g minutes and fi n d nothing to object to.

5th. Returned correspondents as foll ow s : To the San
Pedro Assoctaticn, to convene a t Mt . N e bo ch u rch , one mile east
Of Day-town,one mile south west,on the L. O. P. & G. R y., to
convene on Friday before the first Sun day in October, 1 9 ] 6 ;
L. Johnson, W . L. Dean a n d J. J. Gil es .

T o the Union Ass octa tion, to be held with Way F air ch u rc h,
6 miles south of Stoc k t on, pn t h e A . C. L . n v., 2 1-2 mil es
north of Mayday, on t h e G. S. & F. R y., on Saturday Ibe fore
the third Sunday in "October, 191"6;G. J. Chitty, L. Johnson, E lde r

••
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E . L indsey , E lder E. R. R h oden a nd J. VV. Gardner.

T o t h e F li n t River As socia tion , t o be h eld w ith Providence
chu rch , 5 miles east of Meig s , on the A . C. L. R y., to con ve n e
on Saturda y b e for e the fi r st Sund a y in No vember, 191 5; J.
vV'. St r ick la nd , J. R. Lewis, B. H. H ancock, Elder W. H. God­
win, J . W. Gardner.

To the Alabaha As sociation, to be held with New Prospect
ch u rch , Pierce county, Ua., 4 miles w est of Trudie, Ga., on the
A. C. L . Ry., to c on ven e on Friday before the first Sunday in
November, 1 91 5; Elder E. R. Rhoden, F. M. Renfroe, L. John­
son .

6t h .

7th.

T h e
l\H. Zi on

Ca ll f or correspon ding letter, r ead a n d

Ge neral Meeting t o be as foll ows:

F irst District : 'T h e fi r st Fifth Su n da y in
church, 5 m il es wes t of Coolidge.

a dop ted .

T h e Se co nd District : T he second F ifth Sunda y in 19 1 6,
withSard~s ch u rch , 3 miles n or t h o f Ber li n on t he V . M. & VV.
Ry,

Sth . Ca ll e d f or ci rcu lar le tte r. By motion, a.dopted le t t er
of l as t ye a r .

9th . Appoi nted J . W. Gardn er t o w rite n ext circular le t-
t el'.

1 0th. Called or report on Finance. 'T h e Committee r e­
ported as follow s: "We your Committee on Finance submit
t h e f oll ow in g : We find $49. 25 a s con t r ib u t ion from the c hu r­
ch es. We r ecommend that the sum of $ 3 1. 0 0 be spent for th e
printing of the minutes and t he Clerk's services, a n d $18.25 to
be divided among 1.e vi:siting ministers and correspondents. We
r ecommend that 700 minutes lbe printed, 500 for the ch u r ches
a n d 200 for the correspond ent s.

B . B. OLIVE,
.T. I. BAK E R,

:1 1tho 'Ca ll e d for report on d ec eased m in is t er s . Read and
a d opted .

12th. On motion adjourned to meet at Bethsaide church,
9 miles west of Moultrie, on Saturda y before the 4th Sunday
in October, 1916. Prayer by Elder E . Lindse y.

ELDER E . R . RHODEN, Mod erator.

J. W. GARDNER, Clerk.
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Resolution of Thanks.

.,,

Resolved t hat we tander ou r h ea r tfel t t hanks t o our Breth­
r en and Sis ters of Bethel c hurch a n d frien ds for t hei r kind­
ness a n d care during ou r sta y a mong them , a n d we pray that
n od may ab u n dantly bl ess them a cco rding to His tender m er­
cies.

ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Moderator.
ELDER J . YV. GARD NER, Clerk.

Memorial.
Again it has pleased the Giver of every good and perfe ct

gift, to ; r emove f rom Our m id st our beloved brothe r, W il­
li a m Singleton, a ge 55 year s . Died F e'bruary Lst, '1 91 5, u nited
w it h Primitive Baptists at Bethel chu rch, J uly 31st, 1 886 .
Commenced p r eac hing a b out 15 months before h is d eath , with
r a pid g r ow t h. W hi le w e r eg ret t he l oss of our brother , we fee l
that our lo ss is hi s eter nal gain, and we bow in humble s u b­
m ission to H is w ill, w h o doeth a.l l things well.

Order of Preaching.
Saturday Morning : T he I n t r od u ct or y se rm on by E lder A .

A . Knigh t.

Saturday Afternoon : E lders J. J . Wil liams and S. T. Shef­
fie ld.

Sunday Mornin g : E lders H . W. Parish an d T . Strawder.
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Su nday Afte rnoon: · E Lle r s D. ,V. T a ylor a n d Aron Knight.

Mo nday Mo rni n g : . E lde r s .T . .T . W ill iams En d H . VV. Parrish.
Cl osed :b y t h e Mod erato r .

Address of M inisters.
E ld e r D . N . Williams, Cl axton, Ga.

E ld e r A . L. Pearce.

Elder E . Lindsey, Tifton, Ga.

E lde r E. R. Rhoden, _\f ou lt r ie, Ga.

E lde r .T. W . Gar d n er, Carni lla , Ga.

E ld er vV. H . Godwin, B erlin, Ga.

Licentiates.
L. Johnson, Moultr ie, Ga.

Corresponding Letter.
vVe, t he Ochlocknee Asso ci ation, now in session with Bethel

church , to our Si s ter Associations, with w h om we correspond :
Beloved Brethren a n d Sisters in Christ: -Through the mer­

ciesof God we h ave b een blessed to hold another sesston of
our b od y in perfect peace. Our r ep r esent ation is full. Y our
m inisters come to u s in the fu lness of the sp iri t of Jesus, glad­
d eningour d roo pin g hearts . O u r n ext sessio n will be held, the
L ord perm itting, with B ethsai de church , Colquitt county, Ga., 9
m iles west of Moultrie, where 'a n d when w e hope to m eet y ou
a g ain. U n ti l then, farewel l.



G Minutes of the Och locknee Associa.tio n.

Circular !.-.jetter.
He first loved us.

We love Him be cause H e fi rst lo ved us. This is ' the t es ti­
monyof God's holy spirit. We did not lo ve God .befor e H e
loved us, because our loving H im is the r esult of His preciou s
lo ve. Hod loved us when we were His eni mies. It was His el­
ec t in g love brought . to bear when we wer e c hosen in Ch rist.
H~ ch oosed us because He lo ved us, ev en be fo re we lo ved Him.
It was a great di splay 'of love wh en H e gave H is Only Son to
com e, bleed, and di e for Hils p eople. God loved us when we w ere
dead in s in . God , wh o is rich in m ercy f or His g r ea t love where­
w it h He lo ved when w e were dead in s in , hat h quicken ed us to­
gether in ChrisLThe deep, unfa th omable lo ve of God underli es
the whole pl an of s alvati on. It is the work of love to save His
p eople; when he quickens a poor si n ner H e s heds a br oa d Hi s
lo ve in hi s heart and he loves God because God lo ved him firs t.
God is the first g reat cause a nd; the las t great en d in our sal­
vation , and all H e requires of H is p eop le is to love Him and
s erve Him. 'T h e more we le arn of God the m or e w e lo ve a nd
a do r e Him. All our servi ce !s h ou ld be r end ered f om a stan d­
point of lo ve. It seems to m e the older I get t he g rea t er the
mystery that God s hou ld s o love me as to give Himself for me.
An d not only this, but His ten der , fo rbearing lov e h as b een ex­
t ended to poor me 'a ll down thr ou gh my life. W hy I sh ou ld b e
the r ecipient of such tender m erci es , for if j us tt es h ad b een
m eted out t o m e, I a m s ure my case w ou ld h a ve b een diffe r en t .
God 's love is immovable. H e loved H is people before t ime. He
loved them in time an d will lo ve t he m forev er . T here is not. h­
in g a bove or b eneath t h a t 'ca n sepa rate them fr om His love.
Heaven will be pe ople d with only t hose whom God lo ved with a n
ever lasting lo ve. All that God does f or u s is f oroul' good . We
m ay not b e able to s ee it Ibut ev en our ch as t isements a r e bec ause
God lo ves u s an d would correct u s as Hi s ch il dren . Oh, sweet
t hought, God w ill n ever b e S"'1 Is f'i ed until the obj ect of H is love

/'
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is sa fe ly housed in heaven, when there w ill be n o m ore trials, sad
and bitter di sa pp ointments . We w ill then 'say we loved Him be­
cause H e firs t lo ved us. May n od h elp u s to li ve in lo ve.

Rules of Decorum.
'L. This Asso ciation 'sh a ll op en a n d close with prayer.

2. The members w h o a re regularly chosen by t h e churches
in our Un ion s ha ll compcse t he Ochlocknee Primitive Baptist As­
soci a t io n ; two-thirds of which shall form a quorum.

3. Members ch os en shall produ ce letters from their respec­
ti vachuches cer ti fy in g t h eir a p polnt rn ent, together with their
n urn bel' in f ellowship, thos e r ecei ved by exper ien ce a n d baptism
a n d otherwise; di smissed, excomrn u n ic a ted , restored, a nd dead,
s ince our last As sociation.

4 . 'This Association shall h ave no power to lord it ov er
God's heritage, n or infringe on t h e inter n a l r i g h ts of a n y ch urch .

5. 'This Association sh a ll have a Mod erator a n d Clerk, who
s h a ll be c h os en of the m ernber« p reeen t ,

6. It sha.ll be the duty of t h e Mode r at or to preserve or de r ,
Explain and put questions ; .h o shall have t he sam e ri g ht of speech
as an y o ther m ember, .p r ov ld ed t he chai r s h a ll be filled , )b u t s ha ll
n ot vote except the body b e eq u ally d iv ided.

7. It s h a.ll be t he d u t y of t h e C le r k to k eep a fair r ecord
of t he proceedi n gs of t he Associa t ion , an d th e m in u tes taken
s h a ll be r e .rd and amen ded , if n ec es sa r y , a n d s ign ed by the Mod­
er a tor an d Clerk before the Assoc iat fo n rises. The Clerk s h a ll
a ls o keep a file of t h e m in u t es t o be p r esented a t ea ch Associa­
ti on , a n d s h a ll b~ accountrJbl e for a ll m on ey deposited in t he
h a nds of th e Association ,

8 . Any ch ur ch a pply i n g by letter an d d el ega t es for admit­
t a n ce, whi ch, u p on exam inat i,on is fou n d or thodox and ord erly,
;s h a ll be r ece ive d by t he Asso cint ion a nd man if es ted by the Mod­
er a t or g iv in g the ri ght hand. of fell ows h ip to its d el egates.

0. E ve ry chu rch s ha ll ha ve a ri gh t t o se n d two del ega t es
t o t h e Associa t io n, a n d no m ore.

10. Every m ot i on m ad e a n d second ed shall cl a im t he a t-
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tentio n of the As s ociation , excep t withdrawn by the per son who
m ad e it, with the consen t of ~he Ass.cc i a t io n .

1 1. E ve r y p erson w h o s pealcs must r ise f r om hi s seat and
a dd r ess t h e Mod erator, a nd s ha ll n ot be in t e r r upt ed when speak­
in g except w h en h e depa r ts f r om t h e sub ject.

1 2. N o person s ha ll sp ea k m ore than t h ree ti m es o n t he
1S 8m e subject, w it ho ut leave of the As so ciat ion .

13 . There shall /be no t al k i n g or whis pering in t im e of
p u blic speech, n or ref' lectlo n cca st on t he s p ea k er .

1 4 . W h en ev er a case is d ecided by a vo te , t h e re shall be
n o more debate on t he sub j ect.

1 5. N o person s hall a b se n t hi m self from t he Associa U011

withou t leave of t he As so cia t io n .

1 6. This Ass ociation is in fav or of prea ching t he gospel,
t h e circ u lation of the Se r tptu r es, a nd th e a d van tages of ed u ca­
t io n , a n d rec om m ends t em pe r ance a n d m orality in g enera l, but
t o her m em bers in pa r t i cu lar; n ot withstandi n g s h e is opposed to
a ll modern in s ti t u tion s of m en , such a s Miss ion a ry , Bib le, T ract,
an d -Su n day School S oc ieti es tog ethe r with Ba p t ist ,St a t e Co nven­
ti ons a n d T heological Schools and s uc h li k e, be caus e their- vcon ­
n ecti on with t h e Churc h of Gad is u n a u th or ized by t he Scrip~

tu r es. As 'S u ch w e c: n n ot fe llowship them, or a dmit to ou r
ch u r ch privileges any person who is therewit h connected in any
w ise , believing a ll su ch t o be spec u la.t ive in their n a t u r e a n d
fru itfUl s ou rces f or cor r u pt ing t h e chu rch . I n relation to -F'r ee
Ma so n r y we r ec om m end to ou r b r eth r en w ho may a lready be
a ttach ed to that fra te rn it y t o im m edi a t el y wi t hd r a w therefrom ,
an d when 'b r et h r en lea ve the ch u r ch a n d join t h a t fra t e rnity ,
t h ey a re n ot such as fo ll ow a fte r t he t hings tha t mak e for pea ce
a n d things wherewlt h ion e m ay e di fy another . R o m . 1 4 : 1 9. An d
a s su ch , unless t hey m a n ife st a suita ble r epentance, and im­
media t ely with draw therefrom. and m a ke su itable a ck n owle dg­
m en ts , s hall be r ej ect ed f r om t he fellows h ip of the ch u r ch.

17. We r ecom m en d to the ch u rches com p osing this bo dy
to r ecei ve mem b ers who w en t of f with the Miss io n aries ·a n d all
o ther B a ptists a t the tim e o f t h ei r separat ion fr om u s, p r ov id ­
in g they brin g sa tisfa ct or y evidence of a legal bapti sm w ith a
s u it a b le confessio n of fa ith , a n d not otherwise in di so rder, a n d
n ot t o r eceive a n y w h o h ave 'bee n baptised by t hem si n ce said
s ep a rati on on ly by experi enc~ and baptis m .

18 . T hi s Association h nlds t h a t if t h e union be br ok en be-
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t ween any of the ch u rc hes a nd t he brea ch ca n n ot \be h ea led , to
w ithd raw fro m t h em t hat may be d eem ed unsound in faith or
im m ora l in practice until t hey b e re moved.

19. To in vite visiting b ret hren from S is ter Associati ons, and
m in isters, of our faith a n d o rd er-, t o s e a ts with u s.

20 . To keep a corr esp on d en ce with other Asso ciations of
the same faith an d order, so that a chain of communicatio n m ay
b e preserved throughout the denomi nation.

21. If any member s hall hr ea k t he Rules of t h is Decorum,
h e sh a ll be reproved by th e Mo derator.

22. These Rules, shall be rea d at every As soc iation p rior
t o en ter ing on busi n ess.

23. 'T h e Rules of this Deco rum m ay be a ltered or amend­
ed at any ti m e iby a m ajority of t h ree-fou r t h s of the Association.

E LDER E. R. RHODJilN, Moderator.
.T . VV. GARDNER, Cle r k .

Articles of Faith.
1. W e believe in on e only true and li vi ng God, and t hat

t here a r e t hree in the God-hea d- t he F ather, t h e Son , a n d the
Holy Ghost.

2 . We believe the Scriptures of the Old an d New v'I'es ta­
merits a r e th e w or ds o f God hy inspi r-ation , and is our rule of
faith and practice.

3 . We believe in the d oct ri n e of eter nal an d particular
election.

4. W e be lieve in the d octri n e of original s in .

5. W e believe in man 's im pot ency to recover him self from
the st a t e he is in by n a t u r e, ct his ow n f r ee w ill a n d a bi li ty.

6. W e be lieve t hat si n ne rs are j u stified in t he s ight of
God on ly by the imputed rig h t eous n ess of Ch r ist.

7. We believe t h a t Go d's elect sh a ll {be ca lled, regener a­
ted , a n d san ctifie d by t he H oly G'host.

8. W e beli eve t hat the saints s hall persevere in grace and
not f inally fall away.

9. vVe believe that ba p ti s m and t h e Lor d's Supper, a n d
wash ing the saint's' feet, are ordinance s of Jesus Gh ri st, and t h a t
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true bell evers a r e t he only s ubje cts of these ordinances, an d
that the only true lbaptism i s by im m ersi on.

10. We believe that the punishm ent of the wi cked will be
everlasting, and the joys of t he ri g hteous shall be eternal.

11. We believe that no m in ister has' the right to the a d­
ministration of the ordinances only such as; are regula rly c alled
and come under the impositi on of the h ands by the presbytery.

12. We believe in the r esurrection of the dead and a ge n­
eral judgment.

ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Mod era tor.
J. \ \T. GA'RDNER , Clerk.
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