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Wirre Oax, Thursday,

"I’HE ASSOCIATION convened pursuant to appointment.

1st. The Introductory Sermon was prc:xcheﬂ. by Eld. Pavr W.
thew xvi, 17. :

2nd. The Association was called to order by Eld. Joux CrARk. The lett
the churches composing the Association were then called for and read, and M
names, &e., enrolled as follows :
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3rd. The Asssociation proceeded to elect a Moderator. Eld. John Clark requested
that he should, be chosen, whereupon Klder P. W, Yates was unanimously chosen and
Charles L. Y4tes retained as Clerk.

4th.  On motion of Eld. John Clark an invitation was extended for Messengers from
other Associations to a seat with us. Elders Paul W. Yates and C. L. Yates took their
seats. Elder Harvey Rodgers and brother Gunton from Northern Pennsylvania were
examined and found to be in fellowship with us, and took seats with us by invitation,

dth. The Moderator then appointed brethren R. Sellman, Thomas J. Peacack,
French Thompson and George H. Creel, together with A. Walker, William C. Walker,
Messengers of White Oak Church, a Committee to arrange the preacing during the
meeting, who retired and made the following report: For Friday, Elders C L. Yates,
L B. Wynne, P. W. Yates; for Saturday, Klders Rodgers, Clark and C. L. Yates;
for Sunday, Elders Wynne and P. W. Yates.

6th. The Circular Letter was then called for, read and accepted by the Association,
and ordered to be printed with the Minutes.

7. A Committed was appointed, consisting of brethren Sellman, Peacock, Thomp-
son, Creel, A. Walker and W. C. Walker, to arrange for the distribution of the several
contributions from the churches, who reported as follows: $20 be paid for printing the
Minutes of this Association, the balance retained by the Clerk, which balance was
thrown in the general fund for distribution among visiting preaching brethren.

8th. On motion, it was ordered that brethren W. Pritchard, O. Saffell, W. Phillips,
and Evan Kidwell be appointed Messengers to attend the Ebenezer Association. After
praise and prayer by the Moderator, the Assaciation adjourned until 9 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.

Fripay, Avcusr 14, 1874.

A Oth. The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Praise and prayer by brother
odgers. >

10th. Messengers from sister Associations were then called for. Correspondence
from Juniati Association. A letter from brother Correll and Minutes received. Cor-
responding letter read and indorsed. Brother Stephen Gaines, from Kentucky, being
present, was invited to a seat in the Association.

11th. Messsengers appointed to attend the Juniati Association, as follows: XKlders
P. W. Yates, C. L. Yates and brother Joseph Painter.

12th. On motion, Elder John Clark was appointed to attend the Patterson’s Creek
Association and invite correspondence.

13th. Thumb Run asked for the next Association. It was ordered that the next
Association be held with the Thumb Run Church, Fauquier Co., Va., commencing on
Thursday before the third Sunday in August, 1875.

Eld. L. B. Wynne was apponted to write the Circular Letter for next year.

On motion, and after praise and prayer the Association adjourned to meet with Thumb
Run Church, Fauquier Co., Va., 1875.

PAUL W. YATES, Moderator.

Cuarues L, Yares, Clerk.

Texts Used at the Association.

THURSDAY. | : SATURDAY.
Elder HarveY Robncers, Ephesians x, 9, 10, 11. |Elder Joux CrArk, I Thessalonians i, 4, 5.
Fumay. ¢  Camarigs L. Yares, Hebrews xiii, 20, 21

Elder Cnarnes L. Yares, Isaiah lii, 3. “ L. B, Wynxg, II Timothy iv, 17.
* L. B. Wyxs~g, Acts xv, 14-17. SuNDAY.
“ P.W. Yarss, Deuteronomy xxxii, 8§, 12. Elder L. B. WyxxEg, Galatians vi, 15.
SATURDAY. « P, W. Yares, Il Corinthians iv, 15-18.
Elder Harvey Ronerrs, Isaiah xli, 17. | ¢ Jomx CrLaARk, closing remarks.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dear Brerurey :—In accordance with

It is nonsense to talk of education and re-

our custom we address you our annual let-|form, since the great evils of the day are

ter of love and christian salutation. The
picture we have to contemplate is not a flat-
tering one. The out-look upon what is pop-
ularly called christendom, presents to usa
world deeply agitated in a fierce struggle
for power, wealth and ascendency. We in-
vite your attention to some features of the
times as remarkable and suggestive of
solemn thoughts and uneasy fore-bodings.
It is called a day of progress. Gentle hu-
manitarian wordsare used. Things are called
by soft names, and the most specious prom-
ises are made ; but we fail to see that im-
provement in morals which is claimed by the
advocates of progress. Heis blind who does
not recognize the fearfulness of the times in
which we live. Morals are upheaving ;
thought is drifting from her moorings ;
foundations are bored. It is an era of free
thinking. A Christless system of christian-
ity is largely replacing the purer faith.—
¢ Old established institutions, the props and
bulwarks of society, tremble on the brink
of dissolution, and the highest moral and re-
ligious characters fall before the wiles of the
tempter.” Truth loses its hold on the com-
mon counsecience, and a carnival of crime and
immorality prevails to a fearful degree.—
Every newspaper is filled with the horrid
details of some atrocious crime; some mur-
der, some fraud on a large scale, some dou-
ble dealing by which men in high position
combine to rob whole communities. Qaths.
bonds, fealties, the moral links that bind
society, together seem to be no more thau
ropes of sand.
Now from whence are we to look for help?

organized intelligence. Is it too much to
say that in many instances the very springs
of thought are poisouned, and we owe some
of our most dangerous errors to seats of
learning and culture? A false philosophy
is fearfully on the increase, which of itself,
is intolerant of anything but Atheism, Pan-
theism and Infidelity. Where then is the
remedy ? Is it in evangelical alliances, and
in the substitution of new modes of thought
and human action? Alas! there is no rem-
edy. Itis presumption to talk of a remedy
to be found in‘@any mode of action of men.
Man is powerless and his promises are vain.
His ways are unequal. He has drawn ini-
quity with cords of vanity, and sin as with
a cart rope. He taketh a gift from his bo-
som to present the ways of judgement. He
is carnal, sold under sin. His bruise is in-
curable ; his wound is grievous. He has
no healing medicines. He has put his trust
in lying vanities. »

*“ The Psalmist has said, put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man in
whom there is no help. Our help is in the
name of the Lord who made heaven and
earth.”

With an unexplainable intention the world
seems to stand in dread of something. They
see the evil, they hear the chariot wheels of
the coming storm ; they seek to avert it.—
[t is an hour of peril, but the puny arm of
fesh cannot meet it. In the last day’s per-

:lous times shall come. ¢¢ False teachers,”
:xclaims the apostle of the circumcision,
** ghall brirg in damnable heresies,” and

further, ‘¢ through covetousness shall they




with feigned words, make Terchandise of also born for truth*; to live by its confession,
ygu_” That word ¢¢ covetousne nd the and to adorn it 1} obedience, It is evident
. N A> - - f:wi’z; has many trials. Paul says, “Jlam
¢ feigned words” predicted- by «the stle v 2
S : bound and to saffer need.”—

are now in the full tide of their exis

ng his people, forbids them
wnformed to this world. He ex-
to faithfulness and constancy.
l saying that constaney is
1 _’“Hrl T. "i'h(‘.\,’ who abide in

purged by the Father that
forth more fruit, find their
rd in the rich cluster of precious fruits
qlvw‘l‘v
iness,

There never was a time when the desire for

money would tempt men so far as now.

They use ¢ feigned words” and

craftily moulded for toe purpose :

words, fair speeches,

wholly of human art, wit

dom, but without foundatio

{faith, me
£ : A e T > rutts of the Spirit, because
Thus have we not the Atheist, the “scof- |} 10 by the rezenerate believer as a branch
fer;” the « falling away;” the *¢ waxing n" the 1'x"m vine, and the passive subject of
coid ;”’ the Simon Maguses and the “lying |t > fathe 'S h:\s'n‘:nnl:'.\' ; fruit th:\t. shall re-
wonders 7 Danger stalks in every field ; Ilil?iill and L:'Hrl.“li'l to (‘.It:il']i\('ct)(lll( in the day
e * when reckoning is made. Brethren, the
: e exhorts us that we be careful to main-
His gilded temptations are on every hand. |tgin good works. Qur rule of life emanates
Surrounded thus by a visible fulfilment of from a divine Law-giver. The mob of isms
by which we are surrounded are but so many
ing delusions. ¢“ In vain do you wor-
; r for de x“tx'iv“s the command-
ones: ‘I amthe true vine, yo are the|ponts of men.” They who abide not in the
and the wild

of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, long

3k
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of all divine life and power, |

the wiley foe is more than ever on the wateh

these inspired warnings, we are foreibly re-| 0¥
o olitterin

minded of the words of the Son to his chosen

”»

branches.” The branchgeannot bear fruit vine produce ** wild ¢ a-’"'I"

of itself except it abide iBSfhe vine. [John ganpes ok that hideous catalogue of vice
xv, 1, 6.] Mwhich the apostle enumerates as the ¢works
ot

4
Spiritual strength flows from Christ into !

lof the fesh.” Jesus, and Jesus alone, is
X > our peace. To be able to say by faith <« the
believers as really as sap from the stem pen-|J,ord is wy Shepherd,” is to bc assured of
immunity from spiritual want.
i s:x('v'\_j.' is made plain
wilderness of life to
saint, who, needing all
} :mrl ]m'.‘.'w'.' of Divine sufficiency
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and and comfort here below,
obedience is the natural effect of love. If finds God’s Iull ireasures opened in all their
richness, and ministered to his own personal
and 1v:~;uli;u' needs by a tender and loving
i ) Daviour,
PUI‘p’)SC. (,‘;1'](3\'““3 “‘U.*tl'u(,'fl!'”h‘ I\ll\)' ('27}"?"!‘ \‘\'12\,“ ‘ho 1')'\'[\ ”{' (;‘Illi\t i\, kno“‘n t‘uc
themselves to every gracious affection of the soul turns instinctively to him as its rest.—
inner man; but holiness is the desire of I know my sheep and am known of mine.
each quiu cened soul. Because the truth of| Thisis the declaration of the good shepherd.
God is in his people’s minds, his fear is like- But a just appreciation of the blessings to
wise there. |which believers have this common t\ttk
And while we abide in the vine, the Fa-|{must be t’xw effect of vigilant obedience to
ther as the vine-dresser, purgeth every|/his voi who goes before his sheep to lead
branch, that L may \nn”" forth more fruit. |them, and to ke P them in the way of peace.
There is therefore suffering for the believer

etrates the branches. TFaith of the believer|everlast
is the gift of God ; it is the prime instinct
life

received from God. God’s love is shed

and essential quality of the soul's n

Christ be in us, there is in.us an unfaili

spring of both godly desires and obedient

4 Oh, may we ever look to thee,
There is an old saying: ¢‘no cross, no For nceded grace and strength,

3 g - LBOA
crown.” '1‘11wnm~.lu~ rejoiced that they were il we thy face in glory see,
accounted worthy to suffer shame for hiz " And with thee at length.
name. Brethren, we entreat you not to turn Til » we who bear thy name,

1

I t xample take,
3 X ‘ And count the world’s reproach and shame.
for they who are born of truth are! As glory, for thy sake.

hastily away trom  a consideration of this

topic ;
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