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~IINUTES OF THE KETOCTAr-. ASSOCI ...:.. IC"Or .

\ \' UI'm U.\K , Thursl1ay, August 13, 187-1.
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THE ASSOCIATION conven ed pursu ant to appoi ntment .

1st. The Introductory Se r mon was pr each ed by EIJ . PA G!i \\,.. Y.\TES from I\Int­

thew xvi , 17·
2nd. l.'h e A ssociation was call ed to orde r by Eld. JOlI~ CLARK. 'I'hc letters from

the ehureli es comp osing th e A ssociation were then called for and read , and} essengcrs'

names, &0" enrolled as follows;

:,~I

I

LIn es of
of 04urehes,



PAUL 'V. YATES, Moderator.

S .\TURDAY.
Elder ,TORS Cr,ARK, 1 Th essulonians i, 4, r..

" CUARr,Es L . YATES, Hebrews xiii, 20, 2L
H L. B. WYNNE, II Timothy iv, 17.

SUNDAY•

Elder L. B. WYNNE, Galatians vi, 15.
" P. ·W. Y ATI >S, II Oorinthians iv, 15-18.
t ; J ORN' CLARK, closing remarks.

Texts Used at the Association.

CIIARLES L, YATES, Clerk.

3rd. The Asssociation proceeded to elect a Moderator. Eld. John Clark requested
that he should be chosen, whereupon Elder P. 'V. Yates was unanimously chosen and
Charles L. Y t retained as Clerk .

4th. On motion of Eld. John Clark an invitation was extended for Messengers from
other Associations to a seat with us. Elders Paul 'V . Yates and C. L . Yates took their
seats. Elder Harvey Rodgers and brother Gunton from Northern Pennsylvania were
examined and found to be in fellowship with us, and took seats with us by invitation.

5th. The Moderator then appointed brethren R. Sellman, 'I'hornas J. Peacock,
French Thompson and George H. Creel, together with A. Walker, \Villiam C. Walkell,
Messengers of White Oak Uhurch , a Committee to arrange the preacing during the
meeting, who retired and made the following report: For Friday, Elders C L. Yates,
L B. Wynne, P. W. Yates; for Saturday, Elders Rodgers, Clark lind C. L. Yates;
for Sunday, Elders Wynne and P. W. Yates.

6th. 'I'he Circular Letter was then called for, read and accepted by the Associ<ltia~,

and ordered to be printed with the Minutes.
7. A Committed was appointed, consisting of brethren Sellman, Peacock, Thomp­

80n, Creel. A. Walker and \Y. C. 'Walker, to arrange for the distribution of the several
contributions from the churches, who reported as follows: $20 be paid for printing the
Minutes of this Association, the balance retained by the Clerk. which balance wa~

thrown in the general fund for distribution among visiting preaching brethren.
8th. On motion, it was ordered that brethren 'V. Pritchard, O. Saffell, 'V. Phillips,

and Evan Kidwell be appointed Messengers to attend the Ebenezer Association. After
praise and prayer by the Moderator, the Association adjourned until 9 o'clock to-mor­
row morning..

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 1874.

9th. The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Praise and prayer by brother
Rodgers.

10th. Messengers from sister Assooiatlons were then called for. Correspondence
from J uniati Association. A letter from brother Correll and Minutes received. Cor­
responding letter read and indorsed. Brother Stephen Gaines, from Kentucky, being
present, was invit d to a seat in the Association.

11th. Messsengers appointed to attend the Juniati Association, as follows: ~lder!J

P. 'V. Yates, C. L . Yates and brother Joseph Painter.
12~h. On motion, Elder John Clark was appointed to attend the Patterson's Creek

Association and invite correspondence.
13th. Thumb Run asked for the next Association. It was ordered that tbe next

Association be held with the Thumb HUll Church. Fauquier 00., Va., commencing on
Thursday before the third Sunday in August. 1875..

J~ld . L. B. 'Vynne was apponted to write the Circular Letter for next year.
On motion, and after praise and prayer the Association adjourned to meet with Thumb

Run Church, Fauquier Co., Va., 1875.

TlTUn8D .n".

Elder HAnVEY RODGERS, Ephesians x, 9, 10,11.
FHID ·\ Y.

Elder Cn.\RU:S L. YATES, Isaiah Iii, 3.
•, L. B. WY~S'Jo:, Acts xv, -17.
" I). W. YAn;~, Deu y iKxxii, 8, I::!.

SAT
Js~lder HA.RVIlY RODIH!RS,



DEAR BRETHREN :--In accordance with It is nonsense to talk of education and re­
our custom we address you our annual Iet- form, since the great evils of the day are
tel' of love and christian salutation. The orgunised intelligence. Is it too much to
picture '1(\ have to contemplate is not a flat- say that in many instances the very springs
tering one. The out-look upon what is pop- of thought are poisoned, and we owe some
ularly called christendom, presents to us a of our most dangerous errors to seats of
world deeply ~gitatcd in a fierce struggle learning and culture ? A false philosophy
for power, wealth and aseendency. 'Ve in- is fearfully on the increase, which of itself,
vite your attention to some features of the is intolerant of anything but Atheism, Pan­
times as remarkable and suggestive of theism and Infidelity. "There then is the
solemn thoughts and uneasy fore-bodings. remedy? Is it in evangelical alliances, and

It is called a day of progress. Gentle hu- in the substitution of new modes of thought
manitarian words are used. Things are called and human acti ~ Alas! there is no rem-
by soft names, and the most specious prom- edy. It is pI' tion to talk of a remedy
ises are made; but we fail to see that im- to be found i y mode of action of men.
provement in morals which is claimed by the Man is powerless and his promises are val n.
advocates of progress. He is blind who does His ways are unequal. He has drawn ini­
not recognize the fearfulness of the times in quity with cords of vanity, and sin as with
which we live. Morals are upheaving; a cart rope. He taketh a gift from his bo­
tbought is drifting from her moorings; som to present the ways of judgement. He
foundations are bored. It is an era of free is carnal, sold under sin. His bruise is in­
thinking. A Ohristless system of christian- curable; his wound is grievous. He has
ity is largely replacing the purer faith.- no healing medicines. lIe has put his trust
U Old established institutions, the props and in lying vanities. .
bulwarks of society, tremble on the brink "The Psalmist has said, put not your
of dissolution, and the highest moral and re- trust in princes, nor in the son of man in
ligious characters fall before the wiles of the whom there is no help. Our help is in the
tempter." Truth loses its hold on the com- name of the Lord who made heaven and
mon conscience, and a carnival of crime and earth."
immorality prevails to a fearful degree.- 'Vith an unexplainable intention the world
Evcry newspaper is filled with the horrid seems to stand in dread of something. They
details of some atrocious crime; some mur- see the evil, they hear the chariot wheels of
der, some fraud on a large scale, some dou- the coming storm; they seek to avert it.­
ble dealing by which men in high position It is an hour of peril, but the puny arm of
combine to rob whole communities. Oaths. flesh cannot meet it. In the last day's per­
bonds, fealties, the moral links that bin d :lous times shall come. "False teachers,"
society, together seem to be no more than .ixclairus the apostle of the circumcision,
ropes of sand. .• shall bring in damnable heresies," and

Now from whence are we to look for help ? Ifurther, •• through covetousness shall they

LETTER.CIRCULAR



Oh, mar ly e C\'t~l ' look t o th ee,
F li t' needed IFaee :iIl d s t ren~ l b ,

T ill we th y face in go lu !''y 1'ee,
A nd reign with thee a t length.

'f ill th en may we wh o lwar thy name;
Thy bll'~t 'xallJple t a ke,

And Connl the world ' s r epr oacb a nd challle.
A d gl or y, for thy sake.

with feign ed words, mak e crchandise of1al:oo born j'or truth; to liv e by its confession ,
you," That word " covetousness" and the unrl to adorn it by obed ience. I t is ev ident
., feizn ed wor ds" pred icted b v the apostle l~'a ith bas lllany trials. P aul says . "I am

c. . J.. Il tl~t ructcd to abound an d to uffcr need."-
are now IU the f ull t ide of the ir exis tence. I C lJ r i ~ t in wnrninz his people , forbid s them
'I'Ii ere n ev er was a tim e when the desire for Froru being eo uformcd to thi s world. H e ex­
mOtl cy woul d tempt men so far as now . Ihol:ts them tf:,. f:tit h fl ~ l ness and constancJ:' .

They use . , fc iz ucd words" and speeches It IS a beuutiful . ay mg that constancy IS
o I I T.T ' , 1 1 f1 '1 1 bid .fti] lJ 1 f t ' J I I ro 1. 11Io'T S l au!! iter . .I i e v W. lO aut o 111ora uly Ulan cc or .nc PUI'I)ose: •. (roo " .- .-

• . . b " Ithe vmc, and Hl'C pl1l'god by the F ath er that
'Wads, fall' speec hes , cnucmg words, Ithey lI1ay ur iIlg Iorth u iore fruit, fiud their
wholly of lnunun art" with a show of wis- re ward ill th e ri ch clus ter of pr ecious fruit
dam. bu t with out founda tion in Dil,Ie truth, of the 8fiir it; 10Ye, j oy, peace, long suffer..

f
" 11 1" li f .1 illl!. !!elll le\lcsf-: , L"OOd llCSS, f..ith , meekn ess,

a a cu vme ire unu power, ,- ~ , ~. f I ~ " L b, terupe runco ; fr ui ts a t 10 D p i rI l , eca use
Thus have we not th e Ath ei s t, the " sea - bor ne by the r cg cucmt c believer as a. branch

fer;" the" falling away;" th e . , w:l.·ing I of t he t rue vine . and th e pnssiv c subj ect of
coid ;" the Sim on 1'Iagll sPs and th e" I 'y i ll ~ I the fat licrs husba ndry ; fruit that shall re..
wonders?" Dan gel' sta lks in every field ; I lll a i ~) and nbOl.md t? their nceount ill the day

,. ,1" • • r r: • r I wlicn reckon ing IS made , B rcthren, the
th~ \\ 1.1 e) roe IS III 0 I ~ tl1.111 ev0 1 on th e \\ ..it en. apo tlc exhorts us that we be car eful to main-
HIS gllJ ed temptati ous ar e on every hand Itain good works . Our rul e of lifo emanates
Surrounded thus by a visible fulfilment of lf:'oI1l~ t divine L aw-giv er . Th e mob of isms
these in spired warniu gs. we ar e forcibly r - b}~ wili.ch we are. su rro unded a ~'e but so many

. d d f tl ] f" th So to l' I one'1 Iglttt(,l'In~ dclusious. "In vam du vou wor-mm e a Ie worl SO D liS C 1 ::::. . '- . , •. ship TIle teaehll1 g for doct r ines t he command-
ones: "I am th e true Vine, yo are thl' lmellts of mc n ." Th ey who abide not in the
branches." Th e bran ch '1l111 0t bear frllit lville pr odu ce " wilt! g ra pes ." and the wild
of itself exc ept it abid e i vin e. [,J ohu lg ra pes are th at hideous catalogue of vice
xv 1 G.] v luch th e apostle en u me ra tes a:3 the "works

S
' .'. 1 t tl fl fr orr 01 ' t . 't of t he Hus h, " .Icsus , uud .I esus alone, is

pir itua s rene lOWS rom urrs I II a m b 1 I t 1 c itl "tl
• C (lU I' peace , .1.0 e all () ,O say )y tall ie

believers as really as sap from th e s tern pen - Lord is my S hophe rd ." is to be as sured of
etrates th o bran ches, Faith of th e believer cvc r lus t inz innu uui tv from snir itu al want.
is the gift of Gael; it is th e prim e in st.inct The path 'of light ull'd s,:f'ety 'is Illal~e .~lain
and essential quality of th e soul's new life and even th ro,ng h the, wilde rness of .lde to

. , " 1, tlro pOOl' and feeb le sm ut , WIIO, needing all
recelve~ from God. God s l o \' ~ .I ~ s led ,the grace and power of Di vine su ffi ciency
abroad In the hear t by th e H oly . pmt., and fur his guida nce and comfort her e below,
obedience is th e nat ur al effect of lov e . If finds God 's full t reasu res opened in all their
Christ be in us; th er e is in us an un faili ng :ri eh uess , and urin istc rc -l to his own personal

. f b tl dl I' 1 b ,. t' and pecu liar needs by a tend er and loving
spring 0 a 1 go' y l osues un r a cu ren ISU\' iollr ,
purpose. Gri evou s obstruct ions Illay oppose I W hen the 10'\'e of (l hr is t is known the
themselves to every g rae ious affecti on of the soul tu rns instinctiv ely to him as its rest.­
inner man; but holin ess is th e J esir e uf I kn ow Ill y shoep :J1ll1 am known of mine.
each qui ckened soul , Becau se I he tru th of : 'I' lJ is is til e'declaration of th e good sh epherd.
God is in his people's mind s, his fear is like - IBu t a jll st. appr eciati oll (I f th o blessings to
wise thero. which believer s hav e this com1l1on tittle,

And whil e we abille in the virie, th ~ 11'<1- Illust be th o effect of yiuilant obedience to
ther as th e vin e-ul' cssel'. pUl'gdh every his voice who g')('s {){~jiJ~c his she ep to [eael
branch, that it lIIay bring forth 1ll 0l'e fr llit . Ithcm , and to f.:ccp them in the lea.'} of peace.
l'here is th er efore s ufi',:~ l' i ng fur (.lI e bclil ~ Yer ,

There is an old sayin g: "no er oss, 110

crown." '1'h~ apostl es rejoiced that tiley " ere
accounted worth y to suffer sltaillc fur his
name. Brethr cll, we entreat y OIl \lut to tUl'll
bu. tily away from a cO Il" iJ~ r:ll io n of this I
topic; for they who are Loru of tr uth ar e l
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