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MINUTES

Of the Eighty-sixth Annual Session of the Euharlee Primitive
Baptist Association. Held with the church at Midway, Floyd
County,Georgia, Sept 17, 18, 19th, 1927.

The introductory sermon preached by Elder J. H. Johnson,
Text Matthew, 7th chapter and 21st verse, "Not everyone that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter unto the kingdom' of Hea­
ven ;;but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven."
After one hour intermission the messengers met in the house.
Prayer by 'the moderator. Called for letters from the different
churches and enrolled the names of delegates.

'On motion and by ballot elected Elder W. J. Cooper Moderator,
and ElderL, W. Spinks Clerk.

1st Invited visiting brethren to seats, with whom we do" not
correspond, ·r eceived Elder W. J. Greene of the Ocmulgee Asso­
ciation.

2nd 'Called for .pet it ionary churches.
'3rd Called for ·cor respondence. From the Oconee, Minutes

From the Cane Creek Brethren J. J. Turley, Lecentiate; J. S.
-Kidd, VV-. 'E. Greene, W. P. Barnes, J. B. Woods, W. W. Pitts.
-Fr om the Yellow River, iE lder -Lee Hanks, Brethren Curtis Faith,
w.E. 'Wilker son with minutes. From the Marietta, Elders W. T.
Walden H. G. Mitchell, Brethren S. C. Holland, Zollie Landrum
with minutes.

4th Appointed usual committees, On Preaching, Brethren W.
G. Wimpee, 'W . J. Calaway, G. G. Burkhalter, with the church
delegation, G. M. Johnson, A. F. Caldwell. To write Correspond­
ing letters, "E lder J. M. Yarbrough. "I'o examine circular letter,
Elders E. T. Caldwell, J. H. Johnson, T. F . Hatch. To Receive
Contributio ns and to divide.same among the corresponding min­
isters, 'Bro. H. M. Autry, Elders J. H. Johnson, J. W. Dempsey.
To examine corresponding minutes, Brethren W. J. Calaway, D.
'V. Caldwell, Isaac Carnelison,

5th On motion adjurned until 8 :30 o'clock Monday A. M. Sept.
19,1927.

.6th Committee on preaching announced preaching Saturday
P. M. by Elder W. T. Walden, Sunday A. M. by Elders Lee Hanks,
H. ·G. .Mitchell. Sunday P. M. by Elders W. J. Greene, W. J.
Cheek. Monday A. M. by Elders 'L. \V. Spinks, H. G. Mitchell
and closed -by the Moderater.

The Association -m et according to adjour .iment at 8 :30 o'clock
M~:mday .1\.. M. Prayer by Elder J . W. Demps ey of our body.

7th Renewed the .invit at ion f or visiting brethren.
-Bth Called the roll and marked ab sentees.
9th Renewed the call f'or correspondence.

10th Called for the corresponding letter which was read and
adopted.
Ll th Called for the circular letter which was receIved on the rec­

, comendation of committee.



12th Appointed correspondence as follows, to the Oconee send
Minutes. To the Cane Creek, Elder J. H. Johnson, Breth­
ren M. M., Abney, T. A. Climer. To the Marietta Eiders J. H.
Johnson, J. M. Yarbrough, W. J. Cheek, and Bro. D. W. Caldwell.
To the Yellow River Elder J. W. Dempsey, Brother C. R. Camp.

13th Appointed Union meeting, 1st District to be held with
the church at Euharlee, commencing on Friday before the 5th
Sunday in April 1928. 2nd District to be held with the ~hurch
at Corrith, commencing on Friday before the 5th Sunday In July
1928.

14th Appointed the next session of our body to be held with
the church at South Lindale 1 mile South of Station on Southern
and Central of Georgia R. R.

115th Appointed Elder J. W. Dempsey to preach the introduc-
tory sermon, also to write the circular letter.

16th Appointed Elder J. M. Yargrough to receive money for
minutes and Elder H. G. Mitchell and Brethren H. H. Redman,
W. P. Barnes to distribute corresponding minutes. '

17th Called for the report on corresponding minutes found
nothink that would disturb our peace as correspondence.

18th Called for miscellaneous business, on motion the matter
of changing the time of our meeting from Saturday toFriday
be referred to the churches in the letters to the next session.

19th On motion instructed the clerk to have 800 of these min­
utes printed and to distribute among the churches and corres­
ponding Associations with whom we correspond and retain bal­
ance of funds for his services.

20th On motion gave an expression of thanks to the brethren,
Sisters and friends for their 'kind hospitality shown us while
among them. May God bless them all, is our prayer.

Dismissed by prayer by the Moderator.
Elder W. J. Cooper, Moderator,

P. O. Office Armuchee, Ga. R. 1
Elder L. W. Spinks, Clerk, '

P. O. Rockmart, Ga. R. 5

CIRCULAR LETTER

Dearly beloved in the Lord. The time for another circular let­
ter to appear in our minutes has come. Will call your attention to
Lst Timothy, 4th Chapter and 16 verse. "Take heed unto thyself
and unto the doctrine; continue in them, for in doing this thou
shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee." I feel that
there was nothing spoken but what was needful, and there was a
cause for these words. In the 1st part of the same chapter, the
writer was speaking of some departing the faith and giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils and so on. Which
shows that even the people of God can be and are led off by such
principles. We notice this admonition was given by one of the
Apostles, unto another Apostle. We feel that the Lord had been
revealed unto them both, and that knowledge had been given
them of God and His Kingdom, feel that they were born of the
spirit of God, not according to their works, but according to the
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will of God, and they were chosen In him before the world was.

Why then is it needful that we take heed unto thyself and unto
the doctrine? That we may be able to try the spirits to see whe­
ther they be of Christ or anti-Christ, and whether we be in the
spirit of love, meekness, truth and wisdom from above, or whe­
ther we are in the spirit of the flesh.

One cause then, of these words appearing when and where they
did, was that the old servant might be cautious against the op­
posing spirits and principles tat was and are now abroad in the
land. It is just as needful, that the children of God of today take
heed, try the ' spirits, etc., as it ever was for the same principles
that opposed the way of truth and beguiled Eve in the Garden,
are still here, it may not appear in the form of a serpent every
time, but if I mistake not, it oftimes appears in the form of a bro­
ther and in various forms, that it may get closer to you, get your
confidence, get your attention, presenting such as is congenial
to the mind of the flesh, but just the reverse to what the Lord
has taught. We can find this at different ages in the Scriptures,
and we can see in this our day, or the effect at least. But we are
told to worship God and him only shalt thou serve. When we do
this we escape many troubles, traps and snares of the evil one in
this present world. I feel that the Scriptures refered to will ap­
ply to each individual who has been wrough upon of the Lord to
the extent that he or she were made to know something of God
and his greatness, by the demonstration of his spirit and power
wrought upon them as individuals who were made to' see Him,
for themselves and not anothed. Unto whom he has made known
his will concerning them, after he had become their manifest
Savior. Giving them a hope which is an anchor to the soul both
sure and steadfast, that intereth within the vale.

We notice from the words save thyself, there surely must be a
posibility of such things, and that by doing the things mention­
ed, I find nothing that I could do, to cause me to be a living ere­
ture here on the earth, but after I was given my being and know­
ledge of this world, then there is much for me to do that I might
be happy, that I might be free from the clutches of the laws of
our land, and that I might lead a moral life, I find that God told
Adam by the sweat of thy face thou shalt eat bread; that holds
good today, I see no way for one to earn an honest living without
some labor. So then that comes in the line of doing, but remem­
ber that all .requirements are made of living characters those men­
tioned are natural, but figurative of Spiritual. It then is appli­
cable to the Spiritual family one and all to do such things as the
Lord has made known unto them as their duty, to take heed unto
thyself and unto the doctrine, continue in them, that they might
save themselves and them that hear thee, not that they might be
given life spiritpally, but that they might be able to overcome
the opposing powers and enjoy that life and the blessing thereof
while here in the world, and that we might show forth his praise,
and that we might live in sweet fellowship with each other and of
our Lord, and have and ease of mind and acquited conscience
toward God. But so often we have given /heed to the suggestion
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of the evil spirit and goten in trouble. What then does our dear
Lord utterly des tory us? No! thanks be to His Holy name, he
remembers we are but flesh, he knows our temptations, trials and
crosses and our weakness. David said the Lord will not make a
full end of his people. But we are made to sorrow for our sins.
So let us try what we hear, claimed to be the Gospel of Jesus, by
the Scriptures and by our experience e • Paul said, if angels or any
other come preaching another Gospel than that you have already
received let him be accused. But dear children according to the
teaching of the scriptures there has been many of the children
of God that has given heed to seducing spirits and doctrine of men
and devils instead of that of God. But that does' not mean a
severing of life nor of the .love of God, neither does it disinherit
you or anyone else of the promise of eternal life or that home.in
the world to come, any more than a disobedient son or daughter
to natural parents serves the love, relationship; or ' inheritance '
that the parents have for their children. But they come short
of the glory of God and blessing of the kingdom here in this
world.

Obedience is taught extensively, one said to obey is better than
sacrifice and to harken than fat of rams. We ' get some.evidence
of this as we go along even if we have a willing mind to God's
biding we often feela relief of mind and when we have perform­
ed the thing a still greater blessing, in disobedience we are made
to suffer, but our ·hope is not taken from us. So much as is in
us let us be an example of believers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith and in purity. Showing our 'faith by
our works.

Let us walk worthy of the vacation where in ye are called, and
let us strive not about words to no profit but strive for the
things that make for /peace, and strive lawfully.that it may profit
and hold fast our first confidence in God our 'Saviour . So/finally
fare well on the -precious promise, submitted in humble hope and
love.

L. W..Spinks,

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND THEIR SCRIPTURAl; PROOF

1st. We believe in the one true and living God, and that there is a
trinity of persons in the God-head-the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.

St. John 1-1, in the beginning was the word and the word was with
God and the word was God . . First John 5-7, for there are three that bear
record in Heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost, and these three
are one.

2nd. We believe that the Scripture of .the Old and New Testaments
. are the words of God and the only rule of faith and practice.

2nd Peter 1-21, For the prophecy came not in the old time by .. the will
of man, but holy men of God spake -a s they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

2nd. Timothy, 3-16-17. All Scripture given by the inspiration of 'God and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
right eousnes s. That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished '
unto all works.
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3rd. we believe in the fall of Adam, and the imputation of sin ' to his
post erity , in the cor r upt ion of human nature and the impot ency of man
to recover himself of his free will and abilities.

Romans, 5-12. Whereof as by one man sin entered into the world
and death by sin and so death passed upon all men for that allhave sinned.

Psalms, 51. Behold I was shaken in iniquity and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

4th. We , believe in the everlasting love of God to His people, and the
elect ion of a definite number of the human race to .gr ace ,and glory; and that
there was a covenant of grace, or redemption between the Father and the
Son before -the world began in which their salvation is secure and that
they in particular are saved.

Jeremiah 31-3. The Lord hath appeared of old unto me saying, _yea;
I have loved thee wiht an everlasting love, therefore with . loving -kindness
haveI drawn thee.

2nd Samuel 23-5. Altho my house be not so with God, yet he hath ,
made with me an everlasting covenant- ordered in . all thlngs.jmd sure for..
this is- all my salvation and all my desire although he make it not to grow.

1st Peter, 1-2. Elect according to the fore knowledge of God the
Father through santification of the spirit unto obedience and spr inkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ, grace unto you and peace be multiplied.

5th. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God ' only
by the righteousness of Christ imputed to them.

Romans 5':'1-9. Therefore being justified by faith , we have peace
, with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. ' Much more than being now justi­

fied by His blood we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
6th. We believe all those who are chosen in Christ will be effectu­

ally called, regenerated, converted, sanc t if ied and supported by the spirit
and ' power of God, so that they will be preserved in grace, and not one of
them-will 'be finally lost.

St. John 10-27-28. My sheep hear my voi ce and I know them and ' they
follow me and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish
neither shall any man pluck them out of m y hand. Jude 1-1. Jude, the ser­
vant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James to them that are sa nct if ied
by God the father and preserved in Jesus Christ and called.

7th. We believe that good works' are the fruits of f a it h and f ollow
after justification and are ev idence of our gracious state.

James 2-21-22. Was not Abraham our father, ju stified by works when
he had offered Isaac hi s son upon the altar. See st thou how fait h wrought
with his works and by works wa s faith made perfect.

Sth: We believe that there will be a r essurection of the dead, and a
general judgment and ' the happiiess of the ri gh t eous and the punishment
of the wicked will be eternal.

1st Cor. 15-42-43, 44. So al so is in the r essurection of : the dead it is
sown in corruption , it is r aised in incorrupt ion. It is sew n in dishonor, i t
is raised in glory. It is sown in ' weakness, it is raised ' in power . It is
sown a natureI body, it is raised a sp iri t ua l body. Th ere is a natural body
and .t her e is a spiritual body.

Mat. 25-26. And these shall · go away into ever last ing punishment '
but the righteous into life eternal.

9th. We believe that no minister has the right . to administeration.of
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the ordinances, only such as the regular called and come under the Im­
position of hands by the Presbytery..

Acts 13-2-3. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted the Holy
Ghost said seperate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where unto I have
called them and when they ' had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on
them they sent them away.

1st Tim. 1-14. Neglect not the gift that is in thee which was given
thee by prophecy with the laying of the hands of the Presbytery.

10th. We believe that the Georgia Baptist Convention, the Mis­
sionary, Bible Tract, Sunday School Union and Temperance Societies to­
gether with the Theological Seminaries and other kindred institutions
falsely called benevolent are inscriptual, unsupported by divine revela­
tion and therefore improper, and we believe that no individual who is
united with or is the advocate of all or either of them, should be held in
fellowship by our churches.

St. John 18-36. Jesus answered my kingdom is not of the world
if my kingdom were of this world then would my servants fight that I
should not be delivered to the Jews but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Galatins 2-21. I do not frustrate the Grace of God for if righteous­
ness come by law, then Christ is dead in vain.

AND AS FOR THE GOSPEL ORDER

We believe that the visible church of Christ is a congregation of
faithful persons who have gained Christian fellowship with each other,
and have given themselves up to the Lord and to one another, and have
agreed to keep up a Godly discipline agreeable to the rules of the Gospel.

2. That Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church and the only law
giver; and the government is with the body, and is the privilege with each
individual; and that the discipline of the church is intended for reclaiming
to those Christians who may be disorderly, either in principle or practice,
and must be faithfully kept up for God's glory and the peace and unity '
of churches. .

3. That water baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances of the
Gospel to be continued until the Lord's second coming, and to be admin-
istrated only by orderly Baptist ministers regularly ordained. .

4. That true believers in Christ Jesus are the only subjects of bap­
tism, and that burial (in water) is the mode.

5. That none but regularly baptised church members have a right .
to commune at the Lord's Supper.

6. That it is the duty of every Heaven-born soul to become a mem­
ber of the visible church to make profession of their faith, to be legally
bapitsed, so as to have a right to, and partake of the Lord's' Supper and the
washing of the Saint's feet every legal opportunity during life.

THE DECORUM
1. The Association shall be composed of members chosen from dif­

ferent churches in our Union and duly sent to represent them in this Asso­
ciation, who shall be members whom they judge to be the best qualified for
that purpose, and producing letters from their respective churches certify­
ing their appointments, shall be entitled to seats.

2. In the letters from the different churches shall be expressed their
numbers in full membership, those baptized, received bv -Ietter, dismissed
excommunicated and dead, since the last Association. '

3. The members thus chosen and convened shall be denominated the
Euharlee Primitive Baptist Association.
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4. This Association shall have no power to lord over God's heritage,
nor by which they can infringe upon the internal rights of the churches.

5. Th e Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who shall be
cho sen by the members pr esent, who shall be of the body and who shall hold
their office until re-elected.

6. If new chur ches desire t o be admitted into the Union, they shall
petition by letter and deleg ates a nd upon examination, found orthodox and
orderly, shall be r eceived by the Association and manifested by the Moder-
ator giving the delegates the right hand of fellowship. .

7. No churc h in the Union shall have more than two delegates urrtil
they have exc eeded one hundred members, and then they shall have a right
to an additional delegate f or every fifty members after the first hundred.

8. E very query se nt to the Association by any church in the Union
shall be read and put to a vote by the Moderator, whether it shall be de­
bated or not, and if there be a majority for it, it shall be taken up and in­
vestigated; but if not, it shall be withdrawn, provided, always that these be
first considered which effects the union of the churches.

9. E ver y motion made and seconded shall come under the observation
of the Association exc ept it be withdrawn by the member who made it.

10. E very person wh o sp eaks in debate must rise from his seat and
address th e Moderator, and shall not be interrupted while speaking, except
he depart from his subject.

11. No person shall speak more than three times on the same subject
without leave from the Association.

12. No member of the Association shall have the liberty of laughing
during the sitting of the same, nor whispering in time of public speech, nor
cast ing reflection on the. speake r ; he shall strictly adhere to the subject,
and in no wise cast reflection on the person who spoke before so as to make
r emarks on his imperfections, but shall fairly state the case and matter as
ne ar lv a s he can, so as to conve y his li ght or ideas.

13. No person shall abruptly break or absent himself from the Associ­
ation without leave for it.

14. Th e sever a l names of the Association shall be enrolled by the
Clerk. called over a s often as the Association may require.

15. The Moderator shall be ent it led to the same privileges of speech
as any o'th er member provided the chair is filled-and he shall have no
voice except the Association be equally divided.

16. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular record of the
pr ocee dinvs of the Association.

17. Th e Minutes of the As sociation shall be read and signed by the
Moderator and Clerk bef or e the Association arises.

18. Amendmendts to this form of government may be made at any
time by a majority of the Union, when it is necessary.

19. The As sociation shall have the power to provide for­
I. The Q'eneral union of the churches.
2. To preserve invoilable chain of communion among the churches.
3. To give the churches all the necessary advice in matters of

difficulty.
4. To inquire into the cause why the churches fail to represent them­

sel ves at any time in the Association.
5: To correspond with other Associations. .
6. The Association shall have power to exclude any church in the

Union which shall violate the rules of this Association or depart from the
orthodox princinles of r eliaion,

7. To admit any of the distant brethren in the ministry as' assistants
wh o mav be present at the time of sitting when they shall judge necessary.

8. The As sociation may have the power to adjourn themselves to any
future time and place they may think convenient to the churches in the
Union.

9. Anv m ember who shall willinelv and knowingly break any of
t.hese !ul.es shall be reproved bv the As sociation as they think proper. The
ASSOCIatIon shall be on ened and closed with prayer.

10. Th e As sociation shall r eceive correspondence from other Asso­
«ia t ions bv th e Moderator ext ending to their delegates the right hand of
f ellowship.

7
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STATISTrCAL TAB~t=:

CHURCHES PASTORS CLE RK 'S ADDRESS MESSENGERS

'1:l
>::::
:::l
~

(J)
~

:::l
>::::

. - ~ ~" ~

I 17 2 $ 2.00

I
28 2 3.00
15 1 2.00

21 132 4 2:00

I I 33 31 3.00
118 4 3.00

1 1 141 3 3.00

I I 1191 11 1.50

11~
2

i I

First District
Valley Grove __ L. W . Spinks T. J. Hatch , Lindale, Ga . T. F . Hatch, T. A. Climer 1

Silver Creek J. H. Johnson R. E. Mor r is , Silver Creek, Ga.-R. 1. J . H. Johnson, J. M. Yarbrough _
Euharlee L. W. Spinks J. S. Sp inks, Roc km a r t, R. 1. L. W. Spinks, M. T. Gentry _
Antioch E. T. Caldwell.,__ I'. L. Ca ldwell, Rome, R. 4. , E. T. Caldwell, G. G. Burkhalter _
S. Lindale J. H. Johnson R. E . W ood, Cave Springs, R . 2. W. J. Ca llaway, H . M. Autry _
New Home --__ J . H. Johnson J . E. Broa dw ay, Silver Creek, R. 1. W. J. Haney, T. P. Rushing _
Union . L. W. Spinks H. C. Baggett, Draketown, R. 1. H. C. Baggett, T. A. Fields _
2nd District . .
Pleasant -HilL. W. J. Cooper W. A. Long, Rom e, R. 8. W. J. Cooper, W. G. Wimpee _
Melville Not ' Represented .
Harmony -------- W. J. Cooper W. C. Poar ch, Calhoun , R. 2. -------------- D. W. Caldwell, Bro. Langston ------ I I I I 2 1118 31 1.00
Friendship J . W. Dempsey Augus t us P eters, Ringold, R. 4. J. W. Dempsey, J. R. Peters 34 2 4.00
Midway J. H. Johnson G. M. J ohnson , Rome, R. 2. ---------------- A. F. Caldwell, G. M. Johnson ------ 11 1 I 125 1\ 2.00
Corrinth J. W. Dempsey A. J. Sims, Dalton, No. 16 Tramel St. A. J . Sims, Isaac Cornelison , ! 11 1 117 1 2.00

- ' ( - , -- Total 2971-\$2~
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