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ADDRE

.My BRETHRE ...T .LTD FHIE_-D :

I appear before you in thi , the c ntenn i. 1 year of the Pungoteague
Bapti t lhurch, in respon e to a re olntion unauimously adopted, to
peak of it hi tory for the one hundred year of it exi tence. I f el

proud and grateful that yon hou ld deem me worthy to repre ent vou
on this in terest.ina OC0it ion. I have no difficulty in under tand in \~hy
YO~l elected n~e rat~ler than ~ther , who could more happily entertain
th i larze and int elligent audience, and do mor honor to th ceca ion.
My selection wu dou btl ~ due to the fact that. I h. ve been intimately
a ociated with thi church from my childhood day; and that 1 pran a
from the loin of a father who wa received into it membership as earl v
as 1792, in Ie ~ than two year after it organization. ne who was t:-ue
to it in pro peri ty and adversity, and in old uge, when life" flickerinz
lamp cea eli to burn, died a triumphant death, one of it honored dea
con, after more than forty-eight year~ service in the cuu e of hi Lord
and )la~ tel'.

It wa on. th is aCl:ed ... pot.in oh~ Holly" meeting-house. with it high
boxed pulpit, more li ke a pnsoner box than a place for 'o<l'~ servant
to deliver HiL' me "age to the people, with it unceiled walls, the rr v
of the unlizh t bearninz through the cracks and knot-hole in the
weuth r-boarding ; with its eat not more than eizht inches wide and
110 upport to the back; heated by an old ten-plate stove, with the lizht
of the wood-fire shiuing throngh it badly connected joint, th t I,
when but a child, fir t entered a hou e dedicated to the wor hi] of the
living God. It wa here that I fir t heard that grand old hymn,

"Ala~, and did my Saviour bleed.
And did my Sovereign die?"

ung by that heavenly choir of broth~rs and ister who then occupied
the "amen corn rs' of that old meetin z-hou e; the la t bu t three of
whom have gone to sit With hri t anti sing the ong~ of the ~~e\ Je-
ru alern around the throne of God. .

To do ju ti to the subject of which I a!!l t? pe~~k, ~t is nece... ary
that I should (10 b yond the date of the orzamzanon of thi 'hurch ( ud
take It brief review of the times which preceded it, and th circum tan
ce which urrounded that mall but heroic band of hri tian who,
takin hri t a th ir : aviour, and hi teachinzs and that of hi pos
tle a their auide, have exi ted from the very foundation of the hri ... 
tian relizion . It i claimed by ome that the Baptist have 110 hi tory,
and by other that. they date back only to Roger Will iam ' and w~re un 
1.nO\'11 until hi day. Doubtles many who make that . eruon are
hone t in their opinion. . .

It i true t ha in the day of Chri t anti his Apostle , there wa no
church or d uominati n known a Bapti t, and it is equally true, there
Was no church or denomination known a Roman 'atholic or Epi co
palians, Pre bvteriun , ~let hod i t or Lutheran . iuch a ~e ... ignation
i not given within the lid of ,the, BIble, to any bod~ of believer . . But
there wer indep ndent organIzatlOn~, uch a tl~e Church at or~nth,
the 'hurches at ;alatia, and many other, con tituted and organized,
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In England, severe pains and peualties were prescribed aa. in t all

who failed to recoznize the establi hed church . And when t h i now
free lr nd of America wa discovered , and many of our ancestor ~ ugl t
it inhospitable hore that they might worship God according to t h
dictate of their conscien ces, the greate t woes were pronounced azaiu t
them.

In the charter of Virgin ia gran ted November 20th, HiOG "the pres
idents and conncils and the mini ter of the everal olonies were
charged with all dili:ren~e .and c.are to provide that the tru~ w.ord and
service of God and Ohri tia n faith be preached not only within every
one of the "aid Colonie", and plantation, but also union the sav: ze
peop le, aooordiuz to the doctrine, r i ht and relizion now professed
and e tuhlished within our real ms of England, and that they hould
not uffer any per on to withdraw any of the ubject or inhabits n ts
from the arne, And if they hould find any 0 offendiuz ' they hould
with all diligence can e him or them 0 offending to be irnprisone
until he should thoroughly reform him elf, or otherwise "hen the
cau 0 requir th, that h hall, with all convenient r ed, be sent
into our r aim of England, here to receive condign punishment for hi ...
or their aid ·fr., II C'• or offence ." (! l Ieu . 'tat. p. (j9.)

A early a !ti:39 to 1642, laws wen- enacted azain t the Puritan" "to
prevent the infection from reachinz this country." Auot her h w for
bade a mini tel' to officiate who had not received ordinuuon from ome
bi hop in England, and under thi law mini ter w ire expelled the col 
ony. • evere law were enacted uzain t those refu ina to hay th ir in
f~ nt baptized' one of which declared that "many ch rsmuticul P rson ,
out of aver ion to the orthodox e tab li lied religion, or out of new-fan 
gled cone it of their own heretical in vention , refusiuz to have their
children baptized, ' hould he amerced two thou and pounds of tobacco,
half to the pari h. and half to the informer." (II Hen. tat. p. 1G5.)
Glebe were e tabli hed bv forced asse ments. Marriage unles cele-
brated by Epi copal mini tel' were invalid, and a: consequenc
the i ue of tho e ...0 married ba tard ized.

AIlLI thi intolerance and bigotrv wu not confined alone to Virgini.
or in ~eorgia offence was taken at -I ohn Wesley the zr-at founder of

Methodism, f r hi rigid adlwl:enc to. the custom of baptizi (J by im
mersion . ( urr E tabl't ur d Disestabl't. p. -13.)

1 it trance then that durmz all these tirue the little band of Ba] -
i t then exi tina hou ld be w it hou a written hi tory:' Fr m the ear

lier ceuturie , when civil and ecole ia tical zovernruent w re united.
thev W re denied the privilege of worshiping (; d, exc P ill " cret :
-equired to conform to t he eccle ia t.ical anthon! ies of' t.h country in
wh ich they were, or acc pt pH ecuuon in it. wor t f( 1'111 : d .n ied the
p rivi lege of holdina even the most menial office I' po itiou, their nu 1'

ri a ze n nrecoz nized uud their childr n b. t, rd ized.
But with all the e persecution, they d id exist anJ have ex i ted from

t he days of h rist and hi Apo tie; and to them b the honor and glory,
t hrouzh th prov idence of God, of fir t declaring the in .. lienable rizht
of all men to wor hip God. accordinz to the dictate of th ir own con-

cience ; ofe tabli hiuz a zovern meut in who 'e charter or fu ndum ntal
law, f . the first time wa announced the doctrine that no p r n shall
" be in any wi e molested, punished or called in question for any differ 
ence of opinion ill ma t ter of rel igion ; but th at all and every person
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and persons may, from time to time, an 1 at ~1l time th rearter,.£r ely
and fully hay and enj y hi and th ir own .11H1gm -nt and con cience
in matter~ of I' lizious c~ ncern m nt." "It wa in little Ilhod I land
that reliziou lib rt v fir t found a home it, on1 home, in the wide
world." And it i t the honor f I ozer Willi, m .u Hapti t, bani hed
from Massachu ett for a diff renee of religiou opinion fron: the civil
powers, an exile f r con cience' sake, that reliz iou fr edorn til: t had a
horne in th Colonie of . rth America. In 1G36, he obtained the
charter from Oharle II rantinz these privi le . . .

~Totwith tandinz the re train t npon religion liberty irnpo ed ~)Qth
in En land and in thi country, although ther were many complaints,
it is a remarkable fact "ther wa really les dill' r nee of opuuon be
tween the 'olonie and the moth r country upon thi than upon al!nost
any other ...ubject reh tinz to th udmini tration of (TOV rnment. (1 here
wa a In. rked ab ene fc mplaint on thi ubject. E en the D clar
ation of Ind pend nee in it indictment uzuin t the King of Great
Britain for hi atternj t t e tabli h an ab olute tyranny over the State ,
omit referenc to th is injury."

The Baptist in heir effort to secure relizious lib rty and the ab 0
lute separati n of Church and tate, at fir t m .t with but littl ym
pathy, even amon tho e who w re prominent in th ir effort ,for the
independence of th 'olonies. In 1774, in )Ia a ~1l~ ett., Ighte~n
men were impri oned in jail for declininz to pay 1111111 terial rate In

upport of th et bli hed church. An agent wa sent to 'ongre s
which met in Philad lphia in September of that year, bearing t lett r,
in which the petitioner alleze that they had "long been denied the free
and full enjoyment of their riaht a to the upport of religiou wor
ship." J hn dam said to the agent that "we might a well expect
a chance in the olur y tern as to expect they would ziv up their e _
tablishment," and that "the Bapti t miaht as soon expect the people
to ubmit to the Port Bill and the Murder Bill, a to their demands for
reliziou liberty.' And it wa not until 1 33, by an amendment to her
Bill of Hight ..., that ~la achu ett put herself quare on the principle
of oul liberty.

Virginia wr the territory upon which the gr at battle for I' ligiou
liberty wu fought, and our Bapti t father "' ere the lead r in
the truggle. Th re were undonbtedly a large number of the early et
tler of thi · tate", ho h Id Bapti t view, but the vere laws which
were enacted held th m in check 1 nd kept th m from a public acknox _
ledgement of their fl: ith .
. A?ou~ 1'.14, the.B pti t app ared openly in thi 'olony, and I ives,
111 his LIfe o~ Madi on (pp. 42, 44,) ay, "they f 11 particularly under
the p rsecution of the dominant authority, and wer confin 1 in clo e
jail for pubI.i hing their religioll entirnen ts." Dr. Hawk, the Epis
cop~l hI. torian, . ay , "they were ubjected to unusual hard hip ."

~ .otwlth tanding the Act o.f'1'oleration adopt d in EnO'land in 1G ,
during the fir t 'ear?f the reign of \ 'illiam and Mary, which i entitled
'An Act for Exemptin their )Iaje tie' Pr t stunt ubject d i nting
from the hurch of Enaland from the Penaltie of certain Law ""the
Colonial authoritie contended ~hat this wa not operative in \ i;giniu;
and It ",~'a kept ( much a po ible from the knowled e of the P 'ople."

B pu t church were fir t or anized in south a t rn Virginia, and
soon after bE'O' n to preud rr pidly, not only in th conntry out
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of the Jame River, but :.1.1 0 in the tsrritorv north of it, and the perse
cutions to which th . were nbjected erved bnt to iucrea e their zeal.
Relying upon the truth a tanght in the New Testament, and t: king
none other for their rule of faith and conduct, they braved all the con-
equence. They be an to pread rapiJly, not onlv. among the common

people, but lara numbers of the educated and influential, who had
b n brought up in the Episcopal Ohurch, were impre d with the
truth and flocked to the. tandard of the persecuted Bapti t. This ex
cited the nvy and hatred of the e tubli hment, anr everv means wa
re orted to by the clergy to destroy their influence awl check their 11'0
gres . The ruler who were nec aril y ad hereu t to the church, for
none other were allowed to hold office, were appealed to, and upon the
1110 t fri VOIOllS pretexts Baptist mini ters were arre teu. and ca t in to
pri~on . (Ourry,54.) H)Iember of the House of Burzesse were ex
I elled for their relizious opinion ; wor hipiug congreO'ation w re rude
ly d i persed; ordinance were interrupted and preacher were beaten,
fined and imprison d." The same hi torian of the Epi copal 'hurch
above referred to, Dr. Hawk, ays "Oruelty t: xed it ingenuity to de
vi e new mode of puni ...hment and an uoyunce."

June 4, 1G6 ,John \ aller and other, for preaching the gospel were
arre ted and impri oned in pott ylvania jail. In D cember, 174 ,
William Webber and Jo eph Anthony, for the ....arne offence, were im
prisoned iII he terf ·IJ jail, uud there held until the next ~larch:
While in jail they preached to crowd; throuzh the prison zrat ...., and
a great revival wu the resu l t , In AllO'U t, 17 1, John \r· lIer and oth-

. ers were arre ted and impri oned in Xlicld le ex j, i l, upon a warrant is
sued by Philip Montazue ; which warrant J have een. It i now in
I ichrnond College Library. It charge them "with being at a conven
tiel or unlawful a' embly of many pt'r~ol1 at the house of .Iarn ~ :'Ic
hun under the preten e of the exerci e o~' religion in other manlier than
that according to the liturgy and practice of the hurch of England,"
and becau e they had taken upon themsel ve to teach or pI' ach, not
having Episcopal ordination to teach or preach the go pel accordin 0' to
the canon of the 'hurch of ElJO'land. ther were irnpri cued in
lulpeper, the Bupt i t church now occupying the very pot where the

old jail tood : 1 nd vet other in KinO' und lueen, Hanover and Acco
mack, hi couutv of our not beinz free from uch persecuti n .

'0 far a was known there were no Bapti t on the Eastern 'hore un
til the advent of ELI.L\H BAKER. He wa born in Lunenburg ounty,
Virzinia, ill 17-1:2, wu b: prized in L7(;9 by 'umuel Hurri , the mo t
di tinzui hed 13, pti t mini tel' of that <.h~·: )lr. 13, ker came to the
E, stern • hore from louce tel' ou nty, urrivmg 011 E- tel' unday,171G.
And we are told by :\11'.• 'empIe, a Baptist hi toriun, "He immediately
went to a church, where an e~t<l,bli lied clergym in wa that day to
preach and ad mini tel' the acr. meut, Eindiuz the preacher did not
come, 1'11'. Baker told the people he would preach for them, if they
would go down the road. )11'. Baker had lIO other pulpit but the end
of a hor iug tr e, which havinO' moun teel, he bezan the 1I10·t ucc
ful mini terial labor that has fallen to the lot of any man. He con
tinued his labors from hou e to hou e, and when he lett, he appointed
to return azaiu at Whit un tide." When he returned he found that his
preaching had created great excitement and h~d stirred up ~he parish
clerO'ymall who hall appointed to preach uzum t the B. ptists, Mr.
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Baker and his company went t hear him. rFhe peopl followed,Daker
and that night he pr ach d a , ~lr. Hunt, upposed to. be ll1 the
lower part of ~-orthamp On , n I who e d~ cendan t '" are believed to be
now liviuz inthat p' rtof h Penin ula. III h ?ors were gr at~yul,e ed.
He became t once a re id nt. fter he murried, he ettle~1 In 1 orth
ampton. 0 ere twa" th anim ity created again t ,hIm, that, an
atrociou attempt was mad t kidnap and take him to },l~rope. Bei n
on board the chooner h obtained penni sion of the cap~alll t,o P" ach
to the ail rs, and the c. pt. in b ing ,,0 much impre ed VItl~ h I p~' 'ach
ing, without delay landed him on hore. But his, P r",ecutlOns d id not
nd h reo althonzh in the mid t of th ] \' lution, 111 the county of
ccornack, upon a churze of v: al'ancy made by the church ward u , he

was arres d and . a rri...d befor the c urt on th . 27th of L y, 177 , , and
wa required to I part he countv and that he hou ld nO,t'pr 'sn me to
preach therein un il h P" rille d pr p r cr deut ials, F~uhng to ~bey
their b hests, on the 1. llay of .July,1" .he wa comnlltt~d to pns~m
for, period of fif y. six day 1Inti I th ,;2 ~ th of ~ ugu -t following. (J0PleS
of he e order" I hay ill my po' t' ion having earch d for and found
tl em at the request of an min -n t g, pti t. Xot daunted by these per-
ecu tions, h wen forwa1'<.1 with hi work, multitude Ilocke l, to hear

him and alndlv rec iv d the tru h. That very year h organized the
Lower ~.ol'tha;npton church. II orsaniz -<\)[ iongo in 17 n. Hun
aero . ~10W U d Bank, in 1:- 3. Metompk in in 1 5. 'hincot azue in
17 o. And in 1·00, alonv with George L' yfield, Pnll,r;oteague,' ho e
cent nnial we now celebrate.

]f time permitted, 1 wo ild with plea ure, ?,iv yon a more detailed
history of the Vir iu ia Hi I' i t from the tim of their fir t appearance
and the oraauizu ion of th ir fir t church to th llevol ution ; a more
particular narrative of th tr uz les, privi tious and hard hips with
which they had to contend. ,1 J. sk ·tch the per .cu t. ion and mean re
sorted to, to deprive them of their 1 ur t right. 1 would read to you
fu ll-r 1:'.' racts from the laws adopted, impri oning th m for daring to
teach and preach doc rine other than tho taught by the e tabl i h
men, or if they could not be r .cl, imed, endiuz them to Enclund for
punish m nt : I, W r '(luirin a them to go to a mini t r of the e tabli h
meut to ziv a true account of them lv« . t at t nd the Epi copal
ser "icps v~r'y: uuday ; to p, y th ir tux d as e men t for th upport
of t,h .Epl,-,copal. hurch, with whi h th Y had 11 ympathy; law
pUI1l hlll~ them If th Y tauzht ,ny cat chi 111 but that contained in
th book of common pr. y 1'; l· w requirrng them to conform to the
chur h and fined if they failed 0 do ,,0 and if not re lairned in twelv
1ll0n.t~l" impri soued Ul~ il tl~ Ydid cOliform' law iinpo ing h avy fine
~ r !aIlllw to l~ave their clllluren b. I tiz d : r (luirinO' their dead to be
bunce! ace rUlllO' to the cerem II\' of the 'tabli hed church and all
m. rri~lO'e' to ~e celebr~teJ by an Epi copal clergyman .
. It \\:uuIJ aive me tIll mol' pl~a ure to d' crib to you the m, nner
111 ":llIcl~ they met th e P, r ecutlOn . how they preached th :rosp I of
.'hl'l t, trom th e barr d WlllelOW of th jail in which th,y were con
tined anJ. .1IOW~hey "ang hall lujah .on their WiLY to pri on. How by
the ble'" IyO' 01 Ctod the ~ p r ecutlOn g, ve them trength, and the
chnrch~ II1Cl'ea d; ho' many of tho educated and w " Ithy ra.i ed in
the EpL,copal church hear 1 anu belIeved and unit d their fortull S
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with the oppre ed and pel' ecuted aint; and how by the ble ina of
-'od upon the truth, as i ted bv pr fiiaacy of the clergy of the e tab
l i hed ch urch, they became. I. i'ge and powerful denomination even be-
fore the Revolution.

It would be a subject of in tere t to review he part taken by Bapti ts
in that great strug 'Ie: and to read to you the addres of the eneral
A" ociution of Virziniu to the Virginia onventiou adopted a early a"
Auzust.L '75; declaring them elves in favor "of military resistance to
Great Britain in her uuju t invasion, tyrannicaloppres ion and repeated
hostilitie .," (Howell 1-13. 'emple 62.)

At this very A sociation in 1'775, long before the Yir~inia COIl v n-
tion instructed her delegates in the 'nloniul Conzres to vote for the
Declaration of Indep ndence, the Bupti t", as a body and unanimously,
had taken the same position. At the ame,time, the 'eneral A sociation
declared for "religious freedom," not alone for them elve , but al 0 for
the whole people. 'I'h other religion denominations also addressed
the 'onvention. But none other came up to the full taudard of an
entire eparation of church and tate and for -relizou freedom to all."

Of the Pre byterian petition Dr. Foote, their hi torian ay': "They
were for an ill-defined liberty of con cience, and the dis everance of reo
lizton from the civil pow 1'." ('ketches of Vu., p. 323.) Tip Xl ethod
it, then not a eparate organization, joined heurtrly the Episcop: 1
church in (II its truggle to retain it position a the e t~ bli hed
church of the colony. (Ilowe111-15 to 150.)

It was the Bapti t who throuah their orauuization , first the;' en-
eral A ociation" and next the "General Committee," formed for the
expre pllrp()~e of secnring religiou liberty, and breakina up the e"
tublishmeut, t::llli 'ted the ympathyof 'I'hornus .Iefferson and .Iames
I Iadi on, whom they ever after found teadfa t friend. It was
the Bapti ts who inaugurut d a' early a 1775, the movement, which,
thou rh po tponed, wa by the a i tunce of the e two great tate men,
carried throuah, and in Dece.mber, 1.7 ~5, ended in triumph by th adop
tion of the bill for e~tabli nmg relieious freedom, drawn by Thomas
J fferson, and the author hip of which he regarded a one of the zreat
act of hi life, 0 much so, that he directed it to be noted lq)On his

tomb.:JIy brethren we hay ~ «lorioue history, and if your ance tor had
followed np the work 0 alorioll iy begun, by the education of their
children and th 1'1'- rvation of their church hi tory, your denomi
n: tion now nUllllJerina more than any other in the 'tate would be
trouser than it is.

I fear that 1 hay devoted too much time to our church hi tory, and
the time' prec «linz the ol'(fanization of thi church but I could not
pas", by the opportulli y, knowing a I (10, that so little i known of it
by, even, most of its member", and hoping I might be able to intere t
you in the ubject, and induce you to eek more light upon it.

':l~he Pu: GOTE.\.(;I:E I3APTI T. OH "R H,. wa organized in 1 9 , by
Elijah Baker and George Layfield. Of It early history we have but
little informutiou. The church record np to the 15th of Fel.ruarv
1 3-1, have been 10 t or de troyed- I have ought all the ource of i~~
formation at my command, that I miah t be able to give ou a reliable
ketch of it hi tory, and have great confidence that JOu will find the



statement made in reference to it, if not in all respect, ab olutely cor-
rect, a. nearly so as can be mad. .

The fir t p. tor wa Georze Layfield, who wa: born III Maryland,
October z th, 1 d ~l. .11'. I emple, in hi' hi tory of Virziniu 13. ptist ,
say: "H wa a Pre byt riau pr viou.. to hi hearing th Bapti.t, n.d
could not for some tim • Iter h heard them and loved them, bnng hi
mind to be willinz to gi,-e up hi infan prinkling. He finally yield d
to he force of truth, and being baptiz d. conuneuc d preaching. In
point of tl lent :Jfr. Lavfield mey be considered a t: ndiuz on re p ct
able ground." He was a. man of zreu piety, cheerful manner, and
what would be tyled in this day. of great per onal musneti in. • orne
time after the orzanizution of th i church, he wa invi t d to bits l'a 
tor, and u tained that r ..lation to the end of hi life in 1 14.

A early a 17 -!, th ,'(fli.·bury l.·.·of'l:rtlion was form d f the
churches planted by Elijah Buk r on th Ea terri Shore of Maryland
and Virginia, and thi church after it organization unit d wi h it
and 0 continued until 1 (I , wh n the V irz inia churches, were regu
larly di missed to form the ccomack A ociation .

.L1 Cco»LlCJ( A", OelATION.
The Accomack A..sociation had it fir t meetinz with thi church, in

1 09. and it then pastor -eors Layfield wa it first Moderator and
William ~o tan, lerk. The church Ioruiing th A' ociution were
Lower _Torthampton. HUl1 a r (or I d Bank.) Pungoteague.Xl ongo,
Metompkin, hmcoteague, .:\lar hapungo. Of the. e, four belonz now
to thi A ociation, tw are extinct, l nd the remaining one, Ie ongo,
adhering to the Old chool Baptists, withdrew in 1,31, und although
it now exi t in name, its vitality hu 10nO' ince d i app ar <.I. Metomp
kin t rn a 11nd r in th are. t An tinom ian war, the thr aten inzs of
which were h ard a ear:y'a 1,'09 or 1 10. and which culminated in an
open rupture in 1 31, ha;'in a its me tina-bon e destroyed by a tornado,
di olved in 1t'"\3,l,; but the territory occupied by it i till held by the
Baptists, anel veral larze and influential church' h. ve b en formed
within it. .Iar hapunso. ( r :JIachapungo,) I believe, wa organized
by or throuzh th influence of EI<.l r uleb and lfred E i slier, and
had it locati n in the old Cnion III -tius-hou about a mile blow
Bell Haven .• Iter the deaths of the e two brothers and before 1 :31, it
cea ed to exist.

When this .hurch was or anized in 1700, th Bapti st can e on the
Ea t I'll hare. wus in an extremely Iiouri luusr and hop ful condition.
'1be .:\1 thodist church had been orcaniz c1 but a few year and the
cour of the Epi opal church had render d it .xt retnely unpopular.
And Xlr. Semple in his hi t ry ay , that in : O\J, I'unzoteaeue wa I

"larO'e and happy church:' It numbered 135 member, but soon aft r
bezau to decline: in 1 :31 nu mberinsr ~)3. In the interim between
1\,.)69 and 1 31, . e rge Layfie] wa.. it pa tor until hi death in 1 1-!.
Thoma Wut r L als sai 1 to have erved it in that capacity for a
p riod and ~:tPphe!l Woolford, Purnel l T. Outen and Jame Hound,
a well as Captain. 'amuel Waples pI' ached for it more or Ie often.

"~-oah Davis the rather of the d istinzui .... hed and learned prole or of
Moral Philosophy in th Univeraity of Virgiuiu, wu a merub r from
_larch ;.!. to Ucrob r 3, It 2-!. and I am confident preached for thi
church durin the t time. po sibly lonaer "and wa probably ucceed d
by Purnell T. uten and \\"illiam Law, the latkr of whom \Va pl -
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tor.i n 1 31." It i also probable, that Alfred and Oaleb Fi her, T. Dila~
tabu and Levin Dix preached for it occa ionally during this period.

The mo t prominent laymen wen' Thoma turgis, J osepb unter
and hade Beloate and i tel' Elizabeth Bradford. the mother of ~eo.

Brad ford, abrr P. \\~aple , the wife of Capt. • am'l Waple ,and others.
The history of the Punaoteazue church between 1 '09 i nd 1 31 i a

au one. De cribed by ernple a a happy church in 1 09, before 1 31,
it was torn by dis n ion, charact rized by the most intense bitterness.
A majority of the Elder in the ociation adopted the hizhest 'alvin
i tic doctrine, and tauzh t and preached them whenever occa ion per
mitted; and instead of exhorting inners to repentance, orne of the
more advanced, we are told. absolutely refu ed to preach the gospel to
inners, and oppo ed all mi sionary effort. The e feelina and senti

ment heinz cu ltiva ed, became tronger and stronzer until the" abso
lutely tore a under and alienated th dearest ties of blood as well as of
brotherhood in the church . The great leaders in this war were amonz
the ordained mini ter ,Thomas , alters, Purnell T. Outen and T. .
Dila tutiu , whil t the oppo ition was led by Levin Dix and "illiam
Law.

'0 church in the A ....ociation, perhaps, had more influential laymen.
and in none wu there more bad feeling. On the one ide there were
uch men a apt. arnuel Waple ,Tho~. turgi and Custi ~-orth: m,

and on the other J 0 . Gun t r, Cha . Beloate, Thos. .JIa on, and other.
'I'hi controversy wa wuzed with zreat bitterne ,not only in thi

church but throughout the .A. sociation ; so much 0 that when the A -
ociation met at Mes OIWO, ill 18::31, "Elder Thoma ,\ aters arose and

a urned authority to d i ....olve the Accomack Bapti t A ociation, and
proclaimed that from that time the Accomack Baptist A sociation wa
110 more." Thi occurred on. aturdav. ( n the next .Jrondav morninz
Ana. 2~, the A ociation azuin met, a'nd wa orzunized with"'Levin V~
as Ioderator and Wm, Law lerk. The delezute from tln 'burch
at thi torrny meeting, were J0 eph Gnnter, Ohas, Beloute and Thos,
lIa on. "four ch urche were represented, who, together with )Iode t
'I'o n, then admitted, aagreaateJ It member hip of -150, uurl thi number
wa till further reduced at the next A ociation , In 1 r"J :)3 , the A soci
ation met it the house of ~rr . E. 13: me: near the meetiuz-houss at

Ietompkin. The party repr ented by Purnell T. Outen, and other
clairninz also to be the Accomack A sociation, occupied the meetinz
hou . The eparation of the A?coma.?k \ ocir tion then bee. me (
fixed fact. And the party to which th i hurch adhered, zu ided bv
uch men a" Levin Dix and \\ illiam Laws, having present a a.lvisers
uch vi itinz brethren It H. B. O. Howell, John Ker,.I. B. Jeter and

I . Lilybridge, were equal to the OCCll ion; the' gordian knot' was cut.
Resolution excluding from the A sociation I nrnell '1'. Outen and T.
O. Dilu tatiu were adopted, and the chnrche were reque ted to ex
clude, without delay, their member who should adhere to tho t party
and refu 'e to ubmit to di cipline. III pur uance thereto, as appears
from the minute of the A.... ociation of 1 B-1, nine were excluded from
Pungoteague, most of whom had been prominent in the hurch. But
the e, I pre urne from what, i said in the milll~tes of.1 'B:3, had pre
viou [y voluntarily gone ott and cea ed to affiliate With the other .

nder the name of the " P nnaoteag ue hurch," those tbat went off
embled and held ervices in the "old meetinz and chool-hon e' itu-
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ated in Slutk ill ~.ew, neal' the pot where "Andrews' Chapel" is now
located. This had previously been one of the ontpo ts of Pungoteague
Church.

In the report on the tate of the Ohurc he , in the minutes of 1 34 t

it is aid tht t Punzoteazue had for vears alrno t in urmou ntable diffi
culties to encounter. "1'h yhave be~n much annoyed by elf- tyled Old

ch 01 Bapti t ; those of the an tinomian principles went off'; a general
calm hu prevailed. com of the church memb rs love the world more
than ode At present, pro ... pect are more encourugin g ; the congrega
tion are larze and erious. Elder Wm. Law has had the pastoral care
of thi Church for about two year ."

Prior to thi time th re wa erected by this Ch urch the "Cross Roads
meetinz- hou e," located at the Oro Roads, now Onley Station, after
ward removed on the Locu tvi lle road to a place now occupied by a
chool hou e. 'I'hi wa u ed a a neighborhood chool house and place

of worship for the Bapti ts. Servic were frequently held in it by
Bupti t Elder ervinz the 'hurch.und other Elders and licentiate. A
large number of the prominent member of thi 'burch residing in
that neighborhood, bu ines and prayer meetin ' were frequently held
in it. I wa burnt down ill 1 _., by ~ n incendiary a wa \I pposed.

About 1 33, "Zoar .leeting-hou e" wu built by Joseph Gunter, on
his farm, near Locustville, and dedicated to the Bapu ts. I ervices
were regularly held in it during hi life, and for a hort period there
after. Elder Wm. Law", Joseph "Talker, Wm, Wilkerson and \ m.
Fi her are remembered as having held regular ervices there. 'I'he first
bu ines meetinz of the Pllngote~wueChurch, of which the: e is any re
cord extant wa held in thi nieetinz-hou e, Feb. 15, 1 ::34-, Wm. Laws
being pres n t a pa ... tor and A a hield a clerk.

I come now to the hi tory of the Puugoteugue hurch from 1831 to
1 BO: uece uri ly omitting llIallY details 1 have secured, 1'01' fear of ex
han ting your patience.

Elder Jr11l. Laics wa it pastor from 1 31 to April LG, 1 '38. Abel
Harwood wa in Xlay, 1 '::3G, employed to preach, I presu me, as an as
i tant, or po~ ibly a a upply for its pa tor, during hi absence, for

Elder Law held the po it ion of pa tor, a appears from the minute of
the ociation of that year.

~TO ketch of the A sociation or of this hurch, of which he wa not
only pastor, but a member from s.pril 4 to Dec. 24, 18~ " Can be com
plete with a bare I' Ference to thi grand ami !JuDd man. 1 e teem it one
of the highe privilege oi my life to have known him well and en
joyed hi Iri ndship from my early childhood to the duy of hi death
Oct. I!), 1 ci. He ~va~ born neal' ~Iode t To~vn, in thi cOUllty,. 'ept~
10, 1,95, . nverted III epternber.T 16, and licen ed to preach by )le
tompkin hurcl.1 i~l 1827, wb,ere h~ lab?!' as pa tor commencorl, His
ed ucr lion wa lirnited, but hi active m111d was well stored with infor
mation zuined by de oting such leisure hours as he could spare from
hi ever active vocation .but e .pecially from ob ervati n and experience.
He was 1 0 ' learne~l tl.1 'olog.lan, b.lI t the map \n~s to be sympathized
with who engaged 11l1111ll a ttl cu sion of the uoctrmes of the bible and
e peci. II)' of tho e which bore upon distinctive Baptist principles.' His
vocation' were nu ny, farmer, merchant and preacher. lIe wa It uc
Ce~- ill all, ar 0. knew much of medicine and was well v r ed in law.
His en rJy wu proverbial, and many of the older per on who now heal
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me could intere t yon with anecdotes of hi busy and successful life.
He wa nn wen-ina in hi charact 1'. nev r f ured an ell 111 V or de- -rted
a f~·iend. While, ctively eugag in commercial and mere: ntile pur
suits, nothinz c uld induce him to violut th iabbath. He believed
there We (time for all thinzs. a il lustr: ted by hi action ill a sev re
torm at sea, when the only hand on board his chooner were its cap

tain and one oth r. The captain de erted hi 1;0 t aud x ent to
the cabin to pray. Seeing him on hi knee, he called alou-I, " laptuin
"Talker, come out of there ' There' a time for, II thin s. You ouzh t
to have done your praying in a calm; 1l0W is the time to work and
save this schooner." The captain obeyed and the schooner wu aved.
'I'hi incident I have from hi own lips. Beinz a Bapti t, he imbibed
the political principles of Jefferson, who had done 0 much to help the
Bapti t in their truggles for religion liherty, and along with them
his notion of sl: very. Known to be opposed to lavery, he did not fear
to boldly proclaim hi principles. but no one feared \ "illiam Law an
an enemy of Virginia. none occa ion, at a Iarze all. herinz of north
ern Bapti ts when the ubject of lavery wa beinz di cu ed, he told
them he was oppo ed to sluvery, bu t it was none of their bu ines . the

outh could and had a rizht to settle this matter for it elf and in i
own way. ~Iy brethren, hi like will not be seen soon again in thi A·
sociation. He h. left an impre which none but ( man of hi godly
character could.

Durinz the pa torate of Elder William Laws, the Church wa at first
prosperou. In 1 34, extricating her elf from all her difficultie • bv
cutting off' from her fellowship all that troubled her, in 1:35 be w n

prosperous. God seemed to smile upon her during that year; twenty
were added by baptism, and among that number many of its mo-t
active, energetic and aodly members, both male and female. .Among
that number were George ' .• 'a,vage and Margaret. uvaze his wife, and
our honored dec a ed brother +eorge Bradford, who died D c. 2!), 1
and who e remain were laid to rest at this place. He wu con
verted in 1 35, and on Dec. 29 of thr t year, was by Abel Harwood, t
the \ •arehouse, Ileal' here, baptized .. On Oct. 24?f the arne year, Tho.
Ma on, who h: d been for orne time a prominent member of this

hurch, wa Iicen ed to preach, and on the arne d: y preached hi first
ermon here. I wa also in this year that the first Bupti t carnpmeet

inz was held in a beautiful grove near Modest Town, belouviuz to .Ir.
John 'I'urlinzton. There are now but th re liv inz who were memb r
of thi Ihurch at that time, A a · 'hiel<l", Miss Harriet Br: LIford. he
venerable i tel' of Elder George Brad ford, and :\1r . :\Iargaret · a~a(T ,
relict of deacon Geo. '.• 'ayuge. In 1 '31, Elder Abel Harwood died,
and a notice of hi death appear- in the minute of the A ociation 0

that year. Ou :\larch :31, leO.:-). avag.c wa. made a d aeon, which po-
ition he held durinz life. It wa aloin this year, the e ground were,

by purcha e from ~orge Brad ford, increased one-hull' an acre. After
1 3.-, the Church did not seem to be so pro perou during the pastorate
of Elder Law. :\luch of it time eem to have been occupi d in look
ing after it unfaithful member"'. In 1"35 the Church numbered 107,
ill 1 3 it numbered 82 members.

Elder Joseph lJalker, that venerable....ervant and mini tel' of the ..10 t
High, who still live and i eighty- IX Y,e, r of a(J'e, made hi fir t , p
pearance in the A::: ociatioll at Lower ~ orthampton Church in 1 :37,
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in 1 4-5, i not even r corded. In 1 4-9, the old meetin z-house wa
turned around, improv d and made comfortable. It is worth v of rec rd
her that durinz this whole period, those two faithful servant of God,
George Bra lford and Geo, '., iuvaze were never ub ent fr III the A~ 0

ciation wheth r the hnrch had ~'ppointell lelezu eu or not.
In ] :SO, I ev. Wm. Fi her, who had come to the Bapti t from the

Methodist Prete tan t hurch , a rnis.sionarv of the Accomack A socia
tion erved thi 'hur~h. In '1 51, Elder f'isher wa called to it pa 
torate, and erved until June, 1 60, when he re izned to take a field in
what i now We t Yirginia. He still live. In 1 50, the L~ociation
met azuin with this .hurch . It wu durinz the ministry of Elder
Fi her in ].5 , the fir t dawn of hope appeared for many year". The

h urch wu reviv «I, he conzr zation incr used, and in October of that
year many convert were baptized and rec ived into he Church. In
1 1 there were twenty addition by baptism. Jan'y 1 th, re olu ions
were adopt d, showin that he Church was thoroughly aron d..\.bout
June f that y ar, the first • abbath school wa orzaniz d, and in · 'ep
tember it numbered 70 members, with two hundred velum ~ in it li
br ry. And in thi yet r al 0 dawned the fir t general pirit of liberal
ity, On ct. 11, imtaediut Iy succeed in a great revival and on the
day when thirt en were added by bapti m, th ~y recalled their pa tor
and YO ted him a larze increa e of alurv, Thu ... vou e it was true
then a now, that wh -n the hurch i aI~OU ed and" the pirit and love
of lhri t are ill hi people, th y \\ ill be liberal in givin a to promote
his cau e. A femal benevolen t ociety was formed in 1 54-, und I' the
leader hip of Miss 'arah'1. Waple ,which wa the p rent of the Onan
cock ewing.' ciety, which latter has proved ~ great ble ing to that

hurch . Afterward ... the alary of the pa tor was again increa ed. The
hurch continued to pro per until the re ignation of Eld.F isher in 1'"'60,

aft I' which for the balance of the year there were no regular ervices.
Elder George Bradford wa again called to the pa torute in] 61, and

erved also in 1 f>2 . The blighting effect of the War wa upon the
hurch and in 1 62 its letter to the A ociation reported "Ie... intere t

in piritual thin ." Eld I' John H. Phillip and Teo. Bmdford up
plied the hurch in 1 6:). In L.:64-, Elder Phillip wa pastor until

ctober, when lier. 1. F. ' tidham wa called and filled the place until
.Iarch:l5 1 G5 when hi name last appeal" iu the church record. If
the Chtll'~h had unv rezulur meetin a for busiue in 1 )63 and 1 64-, no
rec I'd of it i pre ;rved. -

Elder G. F, Adaru» was calleu a pa tor Feb. 10, 1 65, and erved in
1 65 and 1~ G . The ubject of introducin a a melodeon into the • unday
cho I which had be II org. nized and kept up, mainly by the effort of

Bro. J~hn L. ,roton and '-hi~ lovely chri tian wife, and .Ii~ oue Rog
er eern to have azitat d the hurch in 1 (51 more than the conver-
io~ of inners. Theminllte report E]Jer P . Warren as pa tor in 1 67.

In I, 6 he had no pa tor. The colored member withdrew, leaving
a white member hip of 105. I n 1 69 there wa no pa tor, but thro'
the effort of tile arne ohristian worker, a 'abbath school was main-
tained.

gain in 1 '10, thi church was unrepresented in the As ociation,
had I rsviously been the ca e, in 1 '69. ,

Btder Drury A . Wood Oil, probably preached for the.church 111 1. 0,
but there i nothinz either in the church record or minutes of the
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ocir tion, except that he wa pres nt at a meeting of the church, :\farch

26, ] 70, to e tablish the fact. t thi time he appear a pa tor of
four oth r churchs and could not have rendered much. ervice here.

Rev. Hel/ry Pelty, a mi ~ionar.v of. the ~ 'tate :\1 i .ion Board, erv d
the hurch for a hort p -riod f time III 1 71; ?u t.lll serr.1C e rued
not to be appreciated' the ch urch wa cold and indifleren t, 1t mem ber
hip reduce 1 to 60, and he withrlr w,

In iept mber f tlu t year, f. O. Rhoad. of TOl'th arol ina, whose
exact tatu in th Bapti t hurch is, and was then unkno.wn, wa
called to the pa ton teo He eemed to have awakened ome 111 tere t,
for a short time, but hi influence wa 1I0t good, and in October, 1 72,
by a vote of the church hi service were di pen ed with. This year
the ~ unday chool aaain di appear d.

It wa in this year, the church met with a gr at 10 ,in the death of
Deacon Gcorze '.• uvace, For ome y ur he had been unabl to at
tend regularly the ervice of the church. Deeply gri ved , t the 10
of everal of hi noble on . reduced by the r ult of the 'Val' from
wealth and competency to a canty su pport ; hi home tead UlT ndered
to meet hi pecuni: ry obhgations, which he paid to the la t dollar;
broken d wn in health and depre ed in pirits, but with a firm and
un haken faith ill his Iiede mer, h p, sed from earth to heuv n.

Ret'. E. Jf. Buyr'l serve 1 a p. tor in 1 73 and 1 (.1. The ch urch
record are v ry incomplete f r the e year. 1 he A ociation met here
in 1 7~. The congreaation were large, the zo pel wa ably pI' ached,
but th pa tor wa impr, .tica]. The church In mber hip was reduced
in 1 73, to 32 and in 1 '74, to 3 ,the lowe t number ince it organi
zation.

Rev. F. R. Boston wr called to the pu torule in 1~ 4, commenc d
on the -lth ~ undav III D c mber of that y ar. and continued until 0
v mber 16, 1 7G, 'when he rc izned. With fli pa torute commenced
the lonzest period of llninterrupt d prosperity Punaot ague church
ha ever known extend inc to the pre ent time. 1 rom ;)0 members in
1 74 he 1I0W number J .0, l.lrrrely compo ed of young and ·nerg tic
men and worn n. With hi pa torate !H,'W IiI'· wu inf'us d ; the con
gre ation und coutribn tiou increased. The pa 'tor and event! board
of the A ociation were w II Ll rained, and the. 'Llnday chool increa ed
and pro per d.

Rev. j '. O. Boston ~LlCC U d his on a pa tor, early in 1 G" nd
con rinu d until Oct b I' I, 1 . 3. I nring thi period the 111 mber hip
increa ed from 60 in] 7.- to 103 in 1 a, \nd all the benevolent ob
ject of,t.h r

, ?hnrch and the. unday chool wer w 11 upportcd. He
en d faIthlully t h church. But the pa torat of three church. re

quired a j' unyer ,1IIU III re robu t man. Enf ihled by old uze and ill
health he resisned his charge, to accept a call from Pocoruokj. church,
which many year b rare he had orgau ized, and under who e Io tering
care it had zrown and trengthened. He died in 1 7.

J come now t? the period of it greatest prosperity
J eu. Jolin JI. Hundley wu called a It pu tor 011 .January 1, IS, 4,

and continued, uch until Juuuury 1, 1 ~ a o . \rhell er l1et1 it had a
membership of 1 3, on .Iunu arv 1. 1 '90, he I ft it with a member hip
of 170. During the whole period of hi service t~le COllI' e or the church
wu onward and upward. When he commenced hi pa torate, the 1'

vices were held in a mall, plain but comfortable, me eting-hou e, which
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had been reatly improv d in 1 -Hl. Dnrins his ervice this beautiful
hou e wa erect d, and on , epternber 2,] nn, free of debt . dedicated to
the Mo t High, by it faithful member, Rev. George Bradford.

.John 'r. Hundl v, bade farewell to hi church and a larze congre
gation of hi regular hear rs, with t ar of regr t and a henrtv od
peed by all, in I ecember, 1 9. Xo church ever had a more lovelv,

Iarth fu l and godly pastor ; and no pastor ever left a church more to the
rearet of it member' and larg congregution . They will vel' rejoice
with him in hi rejoicing and mourn with him in hi afflictions. Oh
how ad it i that in od' providence, uch a noble pastor hould be
called to eparate from 0 loving a people. The prayers of the church
will ever follow him and hi fumilv.

Of the pre ent members of th-i church and it pa tor I need no
sp , k, my audience have abundant opportunity to observe . their zeal.
their energy, their love for their brethren, for the cause of hrist, and
their unbounded hospitality. But mv fondue ~ for the memb 1':of thi
church, and their friend hip, partiality and love for me, authorize me
before coucludiuz to add a few word more. .Jly brethren, there have
been two great hindering cuu e to the ucce... ~ of thi church. from it
orzunization to the pre ent tirue. The onea lack of liberality, the other
of education. Xo people, no church, ever achieved reat ucces for a
Ions period of time, without the e. I am h..ippy to ay. that. under the
healthful influenc of yourpa tor and your urroundinz circum... tance ,
th re hn been a great and decided improvement in both respects. The
doctrine of the Id Antinomian p.utv, that 0 trouglv impregnated
thi ch urch in it earlier duys, that God would do all and man nothing;
that He would raise up mini tel' . to fill her pulpit. and prepare them
for their work, unaided by human efforts, and that the go pel hould
be fre , had it baneful influet ce upon thi us well a upon other
churche of thi ociation, Whi!« they were t-ach inz and pre' china
the e doctrines, our friend of that young arid energetic church, the
Methodi ts, which had hardly an exi tence w hen thi church w' ~ or
ganized, one hundred year ago; have, by their zreat energy, liberality
and godly z al, advanced ahead of u and almost posse ed thernselve
of the land which was yonI' and won by the mighty efforts of your
father in the zreat truzzle for rel izion libertv.

" hat mizht have b 'en the influence of ld Holh" church, had her
'early member educated their children, and ouzht to fiJI their head
r the r than their pocket-book Infinite wisdom alone can tell. In
tead of thi church in the one-hnndred year of it existence, endinz

forth but one ordained and one licentiate mini tel', and neither of the ...e,
for want of education, fully quipped for their work' how many of her
ons, wi h proper education anel t~'a,iniIJCT, mizht have been in the zos

pel mini try, or holding other po rtron of honor and inflnence? And
Oh ~ my friend , what an influ nc they mizht have exerted both for
the cau e of Ohri t and the good of humanity.

Do you expect and de ire that your children hall maintain re pecta
ble, much more prominent position in ociety ; ~ nd that the influence
of your Ohurch hall be f It in the community in which you live, nd
even throuzhout your, 'tate t ud country, then ou mu t zive your
son and dauzhter the opportunity, by educa ing them. Then it will
not be, that they wil I be fou id ashamed of their friends and brethren,
and aeekinz other a sociation and denominations, in order, a: they
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uppo e, to hold more elevat d position and find better and more CO~l
enial societv. You h ve YOur cho I and colleze ,a good a any ll1

the lapd, and od in hi providence has miled uyon you, an~ given
you, If not ~rE'at wealth, ample me, n... for educating your children ;
some of you, in the Yf'ry be t man nero

1 would like very much, if time permitted, to ref r more ptll~ticular
ly to some of tho ...e zodlv m n who have erv d this .hurch 0 fuithfu lly
at different time; and to who... elf rt 0 much i due by our denomi
nation; e pecial! t Elder L 'lin Dix, P. trick Warren, jr., I • C. Bo -
ton and Georze Bradford, who are now lead. I o to its old deacons
and, to ome of the YOllna I' oft' pring of th hurch, who have done
their duty well and now re t "beYond the river." I cannot forbear to
r-fer ,e peciallv to LOlli .lll oon f oz r , who wa born alrno t in SIght
of thi place. and h ~ mortal remain u w re t near where he was
b~~rn. He ,wa the ... n of a pjous i tel' of' thi hutch, baptiz d in the
First Bll) nst hurch ill l'ichmollll while at Hicllmolld 'ollege, edu
c~l,te(~ i~l til be t institution ... of 1Il~ land t nd wu at the niver ity of
"\ Halllla at the breukiuz out of til war. From til re he r>turnecl.home
to hare the fortunes f hi farni Iy and frien Is. He erved a dju tan t
of the 3d H girnent of Yir~lllia ."Iilitia, until the troop. on the Ea tern
hore, overpower d by nu mb r and un upportE'd by frieud ,were COI~l

polled to lay down their arm in the P'' nceof oveq~owerll~gnU.n:he1s.
Afterward~ h~ mal hi e cap' in a mall boat. WIth t~ few Iriends,
throll~h the federal blockade, and united hi fortune WIth th,at of tl,le
re, t of the. uthern onfedel'< cV. Itwas a en ign of the 46th \ a. Reg t,
WIth the rank of Lieutenant, on June L" 1 64:, "with his bat~le Hag
clutched to hi brea ... t with n hand, and waving his sword w.Ith the
o:her, he fell mor.t.ally w und 1 by a. millie ball." Of whom hi .Gen
eral, Henry A. "I ,,,aiel "he wa too hizh to do wrong hun elf. too
firm to be tempted or ~lli 'led by oth r. Hi compa~y .did I,lever so
w~ll a when he wa WIth it. He wu the fitt t man 111 It for ItS cap
tainey. A brighter, braver bett r oul never took flizht from earth to
heaven, from time to et rni~ . I would write on th t~blet of hi tomb:

. LIEUTh~· .. T LOUI ' H GEH ,JR
HI example taught th t the be oldier of the Captain of ....alvation made

the be t soldier of he Confedera e camp. IIi eternal parole i that of
ne Prince of Peace,"

nd now my brethren and fri nd , to the be t of my ability, with
the mean at my command, I have fini hed the work a izued me.
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